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FBOCEEDINQS  AKD  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


cramvuKD  ntoK  tol.  x. 


WKramMT,  Uiroh  81, 1880. 
Pan  ^  Mmimt. 

ni«  Hoow  Uaen  rMomad  the  oonndnvtioii 
of  the  T«M>lnti<m,  oOeni  bjr  Ur.  UoDuffik, 

Ur.  SifTTB,  of  Vinpnm,  ipoke  in  opposition 
to  the  resolntioii.  He  uid  the  obf«ct  of  the 
genUenUD  from  South  CEirolinft,  wuo  bsd  in- 
trodnoed  the  reaolntloii,  Memed  to  him  to  be 
the  appUeatioa  of  m  fbrfeltara  (MT  the  paj  of 
mamben  for  tlie  ponow  of  owt^ling  the 
Infth  td  the  eeatlon  of  Oovgnm,  It  alio  con- 
templated an  indireet  ndiie»A  of  tlie  per  diem 
aDawcBea  of  memben,  B»  ecmflduitlj  be- 
BiBTed  U  was  no  iwrt  of  the  pdley  <tf  that  g«i- 
thoHB  (Mr.  UoDumx)  to  leek  popolaritf  ^ 
Ida  pnpoaittoa;  bnt  he  believed  fdm  miitaken 
!■  ralataon  to  tiie  eSbct  whh^  vonU  nantt 
from  its  adoptiMi.  He  bdieved  ita  eKot 
would  be  to  leare  thebodneM  (Jtegitlation,  or 
thnw  it  into  the  hands  of  ieaa  oompetent  in- 
eombeota.  It  went  npon  tb»  hjpouie^  that 
OM  iumidnd  d^s  were  anffloient  for  the  bwia- 
adioa  of  the  pnblie bndMaa.  To  tUaheoonld 
not  agree;  ita  adnilirimi  wonid  betopaaaoon- 
. ^ .i_. i The  last 


In  laaaiona  of  Oongreaa  liad  averased  ,_. 
hmidredaiidaixtj-aeTendara;  and  atfezperi- 
OM  prored  that  one  handled  and  aeren^ 
daya  per  aearion  were  ntotaiary.  It  ahonld  be 
OMaidered  tliat  the  bnrineta  of  Oongreaa  waa 
OMittnaallj  tnoreaalng,  on  aooonnt  of  the  great 
-f""-'  qiieitH>oa  aiirfng  before  them— the 
pcadon  ajatem,  the  internatitmal  improrement 

Ur.  8.  aaid  Iw  did  not  bdiere  It  waa  the 
widi  of  the  peo]^  that  thdr  repreaentativea 
■honld  legidate  for  them  without  p^  after  they 
hare  been  in  aeadtm  one  hosdred  and  twen^ 
dqra,  dionld  they  find  It  neoewary  to  remun 
knger.  He  alao  oontanded  tfaa^  ahonld  thia 
ftopontiaa  be  adtqited,  the  memlMra  In  ordina- 


ry oiroomatanoee,  who  repreeented  the  tme  in- 
tereata  of  the  people,  would  be  oompelled.  In 
JOBtioe  to  tb^  own  intereat,  to  go  home  aa 
aoop  aa  their  par  waa  radnced;  and  there 
wontd  aouaeqnentlj'  be  none  Intt  the  ariatoo- 
rao7  left  to  do  die  boaineaa  of  legidation.  He 
held  it  bad  policj  to  render  the'repreaeataliTefl 
of  the  people  at  all  dependent  bj  a  cnrtulment 
of  their  pay.  It  drove  them  to  aecjc  relief  in 
Eseoative  patronage;  and  he  eonld  lirfer  to 
hundreds  wno  had  gone  into  poet  offloea.  In- 
dian  agradea,  An. ;  and  he  deemed  thia  an  evi* 
denoe  uiat  they  were  inanffioiently  provided  for. 
Mr.  a  a^  if  the  paj  of  other  offioera  rf 
Qovenmientwere  redoeed  in  the  aame  ratio,  he 
would  oonaent  to  lednee  the  pi^  of  membora 
torizdoUanaday;  bat  not  otherwiaei. 

ICr.  S.  then  went  into  an  examination  of  the 
baaineaa  whioh  haa  been  dtma  thia  aaaaion,  ia 
eomparison  with  that  tranaaoted  daring  fonner 
aenuHiB.  He  oonolodad  by  remarking  that  ho 
b^ered  the  only  remedy  fi>r  the  evil  com- 
plained  o^  waa  to  be  fomid  in  abort  qpeet^iea 
and  long  daya'  seariooa ;  and  he  moved  an 
amendnMot  to  the  amendment,  providing  that, 
daring  the  reminder  of  the  aeaidon,  a  motion 
to  adioom  ahonld  not  be  in  order  nntil  half 
paat  EDor  o'eloclk 

Thia  pnyoaitionMnTalTing  an  amendment  of 
the  rales  of  the  Honaa,  and  eonaeqnently  re- 
qairing  to  be  laid  one  day  on  the  table,  waa  de< 
cided  by  the  Speaker  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SroBsa,  of  Kew  York,  ondentood  the 
oljeot  of  the  reaolntion  to  be  the  correction  of 
a  moral  evil,  the  exiatenoe  of  whioh  waa  evi- 
dent He  thonght  it  would  l»e  a  reflection  on 
the  Honae  to  contend  that  it  oonld  not  bwiaaot 
all  the  eaaentisl  bnsinen  which  oame  before  it 
in  four  montha.    The  nnmt>er  of  bills  whioh 
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bull  vere  vxgeA  throngli  on  the  laat  ten  or 
twelve  d»7a  of  the  sessioii.  Of  this  BjBtem  of 
legUlstioD  he  oontended  there  wu  no  neoemtj, 
u  bills  eonld  u  well  be  passed  espeditiooslj  in 
the  middle  of  the  Msdon  u  at  Its  dose.  He 
warned  new  members  that  they  woold  witnew 
the  aame  KWQe  that  old  <mea  had  become  aocas- 
tomed  to.  He  believed  that  the  first  month  erf 
Uie  eeesion,  on  aoooont  of  the  holidays,  was 
rendered  nearly  or  quite  nselees ;  and  !f  the  set- 
don  was  to  be  shortened,  it  dkonld  be  by  meet- 
ing on  the  first  Monday  in  Jannary,  instead  of 
the  first  Monday  in  December.  The  mles  of 
the  Honse  did  not  properly  regulate  its  pro- 
oeedinss.  They  continued  to  make  the  nills 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  while  that 
to-moTTow  never  came.  The  resolution  which 
they  were  now  discnsunit,  for  instance,  still 
occupied  the  hour  devoted  to  resolntiom,  to  the 
ezolosion  of  all  other  badness.  The  Judioiair 
'  'U  bad  been  thrown  aside  for  so  long  a  period, 


S.,)  ts  the  day  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
Tennewee  (Mr.  Bxii.)  was  to  have  introduced 
bis  bill  npon  the  snt^eot  of  our  Indian  reUtiom. 
Hr.  8.  ocHiolnded  hy  cnreesiDg  his  conviction 
tha^  if  cenUomen  wonu  oome  to  the  resolntl<» 
to  ont  MOMt  thwe  interminable  debates,  lop  otF 
the  first  month  of  the  session,  assemble  on  the 
first  Monday  in  Jannary,  and  look  fbrwaid  to 
the  first  f^  May  as  the  desirable  period  to  re- 
tam  to  their  domeitio  affura,  the  public  busi- 
ness wonld  be  more  &ilhfblly  perfbnDed,  and 
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the  depreoated  evil  corrected. 

Mr,  OuoBELMsa  agreed  with  his  coUeagoe 
fl£r.  Stous)  tliat  the  proper  mode  of  shorten- 
ing the  session  was  to  take  from  the  first  part 
of  it;  bat  he  oonld  not  join  in  the  ohaigc  which 
had  so  f^eqnuitiy  been  made  agunst  this  House, 
partionlarly  of  a  want  of  energy  and  indnstry. 
He  would  defy^  any  member,  no  matter  bow 
long  he  mi^t  have  held  a  seat  on  that  floor,  to 
point  to  any  fbrmer  session  when  twenty  and 
flirty  hills  had  liecn  passed  in  a  day  in  the 
mid^e  of  a  eesdon,  as  was  the  case  on  Friday 
and  Satnrd*y  last.  It  teemed  to  be  (he  partio- 
nlar  decdre  erf  s«»ne  members  moatOQiosttfiaUy 
to  find  fknlt  with  this  Congress  in  distinotion 
of  all  others.  While  he  was  np,  he  wonU  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Uassaohosetta  (Mr.  Evxn- 
■n)  to  modify  his  amendment  so  aa  to  flx  the 
termination  (rf  the  first  sesnon,  hereafler,  at  Uie 
IBth  of  April ;  which  was  accepted. 

Mr.  ETBsnr  accepted  the  modifloation. 

The  previooB  qaestion  was  then  demanded, 
and  the  Honse  ordored  the  main  qneation  to  be 
put 

The  mdn  question,  boing  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolntioii,  was  then  put,  and  oecided  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

Tus.—lles«n.  Alston,  Angel,  Bi^y,  P.  P.  Bar- 
boor,  Barnwell,  Baylor,  Jsmea  Blair,  Jobn  Blair, 
Boon,  Brown,  Qihoon,  Campbell,  ChUton,  Claiborne, 
Otay,  CoDuar,  CrawfoTd,  Daniel,  Desha,  Doddridge, 
Drayton,  Dudley,  Dwight,  Earil,  EOsworth,  Foster, 


[Mabcb,  issa 

ffilmore,  Gordon,  Hall,  Haliej,  Hammona,  Harrey, 
Baynes,  Bubbard,  R.  H.  Johnson,  P.  King,  Lamar, 
Levis,  Loyall,  Lumpklu,  Lyon,  Hagee,  Martin,  He- 
Coy,  McDnffie,  Mitchell,  NnckoUs,  fowm,  Richard- 
ion,  BouM,  Shepard,  Speight,  SUsdibr,  Tbonpsso 
of  Oeorgia,  Tnoy,  Trcsrant,  Tnaknr,  TerpliAOk, 
Weeks,  White  of  New  Totk,  WIokUDIi— 61 

Hits. — Measis.  Anderson,  Arnold,  Barber,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  BarrlngeT,  Batei,  Baekman,  Bell,  Bockee, 
Borst,  Bonldin,  Brodhead,  Buchanan,  Burges,  But- 
mac,  Cuabreleng,  Chandler,  Clark,  Coke,  Colenun, 
Cuidiot,  Cooper,  Conlter,  Cowlei,  Cnig  of  Virginia, 
Ciane,  Crockett,  Crelghlon,  Crocheroa,  Crownin- 
■hield,  DiTenport,  D*tu  of  Hasaachaietls,  Deberry, 
Denny,  De  wit^  IKckinsoo,  Dnnoan,  ETani  of 
Maine,  Everett  of  Termont,  Flndlay,  Fh>ch,  Ford, 
Tomtri,  Fry,  Galther,  Ooodenow,  Oorfaam,  Oteen, 
Ortnnell,  Henplilll,  Binda,  Bodgea,  Howard, 
Bogbia,  Boot,  Buntington,  logersoU,  T.  Irwin, 
W.  W.  IttIc,  Isacki,  JMitia,  Johnson  nf  Tnnnmiiii, 
Eend^  Einkaid,  Elng  of  New  York,  Lea,  Le- 
compte,  Lelper,  Lent,  Letcher,  Miliary,  Hartindala, 
Thomas  Muwell,  Lewii  Maxwell,  McCreery,  Mcln- 


Reed,    Bencher,   Bok,    BuswI,    Bcott,    Shepherd, 
Shields,  aammes,  HU,  S.  A.  Smith,  A.  Smyth,  Spec- 
,,-      „    .    „    .       ,..     ,  "■  irfcere,  Ste- 
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;,  Stanbeny,  Bterlgers,  Sta- 

ork,  Btom  of  Coaneolicat, 

.  „,  Butbiriand,  Swift,  Tiliaftno,  Taylor,  Teat, 
Thompeea  of  Ohio,  Vanes,  Vamnm,  Vinton,  Wash- 
luton,  Wayne,  WUttlany,  White  of  LooUina, 
Wlimi,  Tanoey,  Toong— ISt. 

TepoffTt^hieal  Surttgi. 

The  bill  making  qipropriations  for  certain 

survey!,  Ac,  wai  then  taken  np  for  a  third 

~  'rTwuaxtm  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 
the  olanse  appropriating  money  for  surveys,  by 
addins  >  proviao,  that  the  sum  appropriated 
should  be  expended  on  works  her^ofore  di- 
rected, or  which  may  be  directed,  by  either 
Home  of  Ck>ngreai. 

Mr.  Glat  expressed  a  hope  that  Uie  limita- 
tion wonld  not  be  adopted,  and  aikcd  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  qnestion. 

At  the  lUggedJon  of  Mr,  MoDnnra,  Mr. 
Out  withdrew  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
which  was  immediately  lenewod  by  Hr.  Wiok- 

The  yeas  and  naja  were  then  ordered. 

Mr,  Ellbwobth  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
amendment  would  not  be  adopted.  He  ro- 
minded  the  Honse  that  it  had  been  customary 
to  pass  an  i^ramriatfam  of  this  kind  annnally ; 
and  he  desirM  uat.  it  be  applied  on  the  usual 
prindple— that  the  same  diaoretion  whioh  had 
been  hitherto  given  to  the  proper  department 
in  the  disbonement  of  this  money,  sbonld  still 
be  given  to  them.  He  arpned  agmnst  the  pro- 
posed change  as  inexpedient,  n^ust,  and  nn- 
retsonahle. 

Mr.  MoDirrra  repeated  the  objeotkma  he  had 
urged  ag^nst  Uiii  limitation  at  Uie  last  seasl<m, 
when  a  limilar  proportion  was  negatived  by  ■ 
vote  of  fonr  to  one.  If  this  limitation  sbmild 
be  adopted,  every  member  will  have  his  own 
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peeofiKr  project  earned  tbroogh,  or  no  propo- 
dttons  will  MM.  OwDplaint  tud  Iwea  made 
ibit  the  worn  begun  trere  not  naticaial,  ^et  it 
»w  prtqmsed  to  eompel  the  GoTemment  to 
aomiMete  them  iagtetui  of  talcing  np  othera 
«Iildi  miffht  be  national.  It  was  therefore  an 
vnreaaoitaole  propoeition,  and  he  hoped  it 
voidd  not  be  aoopled. 

ICt-  WtoELiFn  defended  hU  amendmeDt,  on 
the  ground  generally  of  the  abnae  which  the 
present  mode  led  to,  the  imiinportaiit  nature  of 
the  works  which  it  enabled  memben  to  pro- 
cure to  be  undertaken,  Ac. 

Ur.  ICabiir  atated  that,  although  oppoeed  to 
the  sfetan,  he  waa  atUI  more  (^)poaed  to  the 
■nendmeot,  in  iti  preunt  fbnn.  If  the  tja- 
tem  waa  tobe  oontinned,  he  was  for  leaving  its 
«nn^  wbere  it  waa  now,  to  the  Execotive, 
and  to  ke^  thia  Honse  as  clear  as  possible  of 
Ae  coatMiaon  and  the  Station  which  it  was 
ealcolated  to  produce  here.  He  then  moved  to 
smrad  the  amendment,  bj  BtriUng  ont  "or 
each  as  mar  hereafter  be  directed  bj  either 
Honae  of  Gongrcea." 

Ur.  EuawoBis  thought  thia  proposition  waa 
czeeptitaiaUe.  It  aenned  to  ooutemplato  that 
whenever  a  proportion  for  aoj  trapropriatdon 


I  are  to  be  called  on  to  decide,  with 
the  soporfkial  knowledge  the;  must  be  sop- 
posed  to  posseaa,  on  the  pr^erenoe  of  making  a 
soTTCT  for  a  route  here,  over  that  for  a  route 
tiitre.  He  hiqwd,  therefore,  that  the  amend- 
Mnt  would  not  prer^. 

Hr.  Tnxrun  made  some  remarks  agunst 
ttte  cannutment  of  a 'discretion  to  the  depart- 
neoti  m  to  the  direction  of  aaj  sorrcTs.  He 
widitd  to  confine  the  appropriation  to  such 
tamjt  aa  have  been  oommenoed,  and  that  the 
HouM  ibonld  aflMwards  dedde  on  the  propri- 
s^ofnewmiea.  He  argued  at  eome  length  in 
ti^anatioa  (rf  his  Tiewe,  and  hoped  the  amend- 
Mot  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
Toold  not  be  adopted. 

Ur.  T»T  here  called  for  the  prerions  qnee- 
tioai  but  the  eall  waa  not  seoonded. 

Mr.  KaxTDt  explained  his  own  views,  so  as 
to  rccDOve  a  misooneeption  which  he  thought 
*Mitted  to  prevtil  aa  to  his  eearee. 

Mr.  Hau.  o*poeed  the  whole  sretem,  the 
sacadmeM,  §•  wdl  as  the  biU  itaelf.  If  he 
iMdt  the  amendment  ef  itr.  Humf,  the  re- 
mriader  of  Hr.  WioKLOTa'e  amendment  wonld 
Matahi  eoongh  to  involve  all  hia  principles. 
Ha  eotdd  vote  for  sane  of  the  qoeetioBH  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  HaBOKB  soggeatod  that  many  anrvejs 
had  been  cndOTed  t^  Oengrese,  which  have  not 
Jt  been  oammaneed;  and  the  effect  of  the 


it  would  be  to  relievo  the  Exeeutive 
•f  aU  reqtonaiUlitj  wliatever. 

Ur.TaBvunsaidafBW  words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  TiTOEn  moved  to  strike  oat  the  enaet- 
kg  words,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nars, 
waich  wwa  ordered. 


.     [H.  OF  K. 

At  the  sn«[estion  of  Hr.  ScDo^m,  Mr. 
ToOKKB  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend. 

The  amendment  moved  bj  Hr.  UabtiH  to 
the  amendment  waa  then  negatived, 

Hr.  P.  P.  Baxbocs  snggesled  a  modification 
of  the  amendment  so  aa  to  strike  out  the  words 

either  House  of;"  so  as  to  read— shall  be  di- 
rected^ Congress. 

Mr.  wioxuFn  dedined  to  accept  the  modi- 
fication. 

Ur.  P.  P.  Babboub  then  moved  hia  propom- 
tion  as  an  amendment. 

Hr.  Drattoit  stet«d  that  his  opinion  had  al- 
w^s  been  that  the  act  of  1824,  aathorizing 
this  expenditnre  for  sorve}^  waa  nnconstitu- 
tionaL  He  oonseanentlj  was  opposed  to  all 
appropristions  (br  tiiese  objecta;  bat  ho  was  in 
f^vor  of  the  amendment  for  reasons  he  stated — 
the  chief  of  which  was,  that  it  wonld  tend  to 
prevent  abuses  in  the  eiecntion  of  the  act,  and 
contending  that  works  beginning  and  ending  in 
the  same  State  ooold  not  be  deemed  national, 
but  many  such  nnder  the  present  system  had 
been  nndertaken. 

Hr.  P.  P.  B1.BB0DB  enforced  the  propriety  of 

lc  amendment  he  had  offered.  The  vote  of 
tills  Hoose  is  the  vote  of  the  repTesentetives  ot 
the  people,  while  that  of  the  Senate  is  the  vote 
of  the  representatives  of  the  Stet«!i ;  and  he 
wished  to  nnite  both.  He  declared  himself  nt- 
tarly  oppoeed  to  the  whole  system,  and  every 
scheme,  Borvey,  and  appropriation  nnder  it. 

Hr.  Mkbobb  advo<»ted  the  power  of  the 
Oovemment  to  make  these  surveys,  and  the 
practic&whiob  had  prevailed  under  that  pow- 
er, denying  peremptorilj  that  it  bad  led  to  any 
aliQSes,  altiiOQgh  the  legation  was  so  often 
repeated,  and  argning  that  a  work  oommendng 
and  endmg  in  a  State  might  be,  and  often  was, 
etriotiy  nmonal,  many  cases  of  which  he  dted : 
amongst  others,  be  maintained  that  if  a  line  of 
oanals  from  Maine  to  Oeor^  was  a  national 
work,  any  part  of  that  line,  however  small,  is 
national.  The  whole  work  cannot  be  com- 
pleted at  once,  it  must  be  constructed  in  detoil, 
and  in  parts.  The  Bnffalo  and  New  Orleans 
road  he  oonsidered  as  national,  whether  it  was 
cat  up  in  detumal  parts,  or  viewed  as  a  whole. 
He  said  he  had  oarehlly  investigated  the  prao- 
tioe  of  the  department,  and  he  believed  it  to  be 
free  from  abuse.  Sven  in  a  case  which  he  had 
four  years  ago  considered  the  most  donbtfnl,  he 
had  sabsequentiy  satisfied  himself  that  there 
was  no  groimd  for  doubt.  To  objections  on  the 
score  of  local  interests  being  too  inflnentia],  he 
replied  that  in  time  of  var  it  was  as  important 
a  power  which  regulated  the  direction  of  an 
army,  as  that  which  gives  the  direction  of  a 
roaA.  The  western  part  of  the  State  of  New 
York  bad  entirely  sprang  np  under  the  foster- 
ing influence  of  the  late  war,  as  millions  had 
bMn  expended  there  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the 
march  of  troops.  Tet  no  one  contended 
that,  in  that  ease,  the  Oovemment  should  be 
controlled,  lest  the  local  interests  of  one  sectioQ 
dMuld  be  preferred  to  those  of  another. 
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Ur.  AjoLBoaE  SpxtroEs  eUted  that  the  qaeg- 
tion  u  to  the  power  of  tiie  OoTemment  to 
make  these  sarvOTS,  was  settled  bj  tlie  act  of 
1331,  and  that  it  was  oselew  aow  to  make  it  t. 
mibjeot  of  disooMion.  He  was  opposed  to  im- 
posing upon  the  present  adminiatration  a  limi- 


^leaker,  and  oontrorerted  the  idea  thA  works 
confined  entirelr  to  paitioalar  States  were 
neeeaaaiilf  not  "■■'■""«',  oaaea  of  whieh  he 
futed. 

J[r.  Ibwdt,  of  Pennsylraiiia,  expressed  his 
hope  that  both  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Eentnok;,  and  that  of  the  genUeman 
ttwa  Virginia,  wouid  be  rejected. 

Ur.  Uallabt  cantended  that  it  was  dne  to 
the  Preudent,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  mili- 
tarj  force,  to  give  to  him  sn  entire  command 
over  those  works  which  are  connected  with 
the  militsjy  defence  of  tlie  oonntr;.    He  could. 


efall 


brought  to  by  listening  to  die  contending  claims 
of  conflicting  interests  in  the  Honse.  There 
WM  no  reason  fbr  imposing  this  limitation  on 
the  present  Eieoative. 

ILr.  Babbisou  said,  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  conld  only  lead  to  a  mnlti  plication 
of  BnTvefs ;  and  he  argned  briefly  to  snow  the 
ivexpedieocj  of  the  amendments,  Deemingit 
tuelees,  however,  to  coasnme  more  time  in  de- 
bate, he  demanded  the  previons  qnestiott—jeas 
66.  'The  nomber  was  ineaffldent. 

Mr.  TiraEKB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  omeodment  of  Mr.  Babboub,  hot  they  were 
refused. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dien 
neMtived :  yeas  72 — ^nays  M. 

The  aneetioti  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Hr,  WioKUTFx,  and  detided  in  the  neg- 
ative; yees  76 — axn  111, 

Mr.  WiLUAits  oMed  tor  the  ^eas  and  nays 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  which  were 
ordered:  yeas  121 — nays  U. 


TanxaDAT,  April  1. 
Baffah  and  Nw)  Ortearu  Soad. 

Mr.  OoRX,  of  Virnoi^  delivered  his  views  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Ur.  iKwm,  of  Peon«ylvania,  sud,  that  the 
remarks  which  had  l)een  made  by  several  gen- 
tlemen who  had  token  part  in  tiie  delwte,  had 
iadnced  him  to  depart  from  a  reatdnUon  he  had 
formed,  of  merely  giving  a  ^tent  vote  in  fkvor 
of  the  bill.  Bat  (said  Mr.  I.)  as  I  am  not  will- 
ing that  any  portion  of  the  people  of  my  native 
State  shall  remain  nnder  the  impntotion  of  b«- 


[AmL,183a 
representatives  give  to  the  bill,  T  will  ask  the 
inanlgence  of  the  committee,  while  I  snbmit 
some  of  the  views  which  have  been  impressed 
on  my  mind  in  relatiDn  to  it.  The  constitu- 
tional question  whieh  has  been  so  freqnently 
disoQBsed  in  this  Honse  on  former  occasions,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  notice,  I  consider  it 
deliberatdy  eetablished  by  snceesnTc  acts  of 
lepdalion  for  a  seties  of  years,  and  bj  pnblio 
opinion,  by  which  I  do  not  wish  to  be  nnder- 
atood  to  mean  the  opinion  of  a  single  congres- 
sional district,  aor  <»  a  State,'  bnt  that  great 
and  eluding  opinion  of  a  mqj<nity  of  the  pewle 
of  most  of  Uie  States  of  the  Union,  reputedly 
ezpreMed  after  long  deliberation,  resoltiiig  in 
a  aettled  oouviotion  tbat  the  constitntitm  has 
given  to  Congress  fall  and  complete  oootrol 
over  the  snlgect,  limited  only  by  their  discre- 
tion, in  legislating  for  the  pnbUo  wel&re.  Here 
it  should  be  snffered  to  rest,  for  the  mind  af  man 
cannot  give  it  any  additional  light.  It  has 
been  said,  sir,  that,  at  a  former  sesnon  of  Con- 
gress, it  was  only  designed  to  make  a  national 
rood  from  this  dty  to  New  Orleans,  bnt  that 
the  friends  of  the  meaaore,  despturing  of  being 
able  to  pass  the  biU  in  that  sh^)e,  determined 
to  enlist  other  intoreets,  and  that  the  sectional 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  interior  of  Penn- 
sylvania oonld  be  bront^t  into  action,  by  ex- 
t«nding  tho  road  throngfa  that  State  to  BnJblo. 
It  was  not  left  merely  to  inference,  bnt  it  was 


be  obtained  in  no  otlier  way,  and  that  the  na- 
tional interests  would  be  the  least  part  of  their 
concern.  The  assertion  is  nnfoimded ;  I  tmst 
I  may  be  ezonsed  for  saying  that  no  part  of  this 
Union  is  less  affected  by  sectional  considera- 
tions, more  patriotic,  or  more  truly  devoted  to 
the  weUhre  of  their  ocmiitrT,  than  are  tlie  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  among  the 
first  to  maintain  the  tme  doctrine  of  our  repub- 
lican institntions ;  they  cherish  them  as  the 
means  of  individual  happiness  and  national 
prosperity,  and  they  will  struggle  long  before 
they  will  snffer  them  to  be  impiured  by  refined 
and  narrow  oonstructions.  The  power  to 
make  roads  and  canals  for  national  porposes, 
they  have  asserted  to  belong  to  this  Oovem- 
ment  in  their  assemblies  to  diiwnss  the  question, 
by  leg^tlve  enactments,  and  by  the  votes  of 
their  repreeentativea  on  this  floor.  For  no  self- 
ish pnipoee,  air,  bat  beeanse  they  believed,  and 
still  believe,  that  the  pronierity  of  the  country, 
if  not  ita  very  existence,  oepends  npon  the  ex- 
erdae  of  this  power.  That  Stato  has  never 
asked  fran  Congress  any  thing  for  works  of  in- 
teraal  imwovement,  although  she  was  the  first 
to  embark  extensively  in  them ;  she  relied  on 
her  own  resources,  and  has  expended  more 
money  on  roods,  bridges,  and  canals,  than  any 
other  State  in  tnis  iMion.  When  it  is  recol- 
lected that  she  has  been  second  only  to  another 
State  in  her  oontribntions  to  ibe  national  rev- 
enue ;  that  ohe  has  asked  nothing,  and  got 
nothing,  fbr  works  of  o  local  oharaot«r ;  when 
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ab»  hu  pcewed  vpon  this  Oovemment  the  ne- 
nninitj  of  ■ppn^niatiDR  money  for  internal  im- 
proTBmenta  of  national  importance,  thra«  will 
be  DO  room  to  oondiide  that  her  people  are  in- 
fliMDced  by  Sectional  oonnderatiooa.  No.  her 
mi^ort  to  theae  measnrea  has  a  nobler  onj^ ; 
de«^l7  impTMoed  with  the  importance  of  this 


Union  to  thetr  aafetj  and  bmpineas,  and  bo- 
lierinc  that  its  preaerration  dependa  mainly 
apoa  tta  fadlitiea  6jr  internal  otmuaeroe,  tbej 
wm  alwajv  be  foond  in  &TOr  of  any  means  by 
wfaifh  objects  so  dedrable  can  be  Mat  aooom- 
plished.  Tet  I  cLum  for  them  no  rirtne  that 
la  not  Eomnum  to  their  fellow-oitixeni  ol  other 
States:  for  1  moat  believe  that  the  aocoont 
whioh  some  of  the  gentlemen  have  ^ven  of  the 
meona  by  which  certain  people  have  been 
bron^t  to  advocate  the  bill  Miore  ns.  ia  drawn 
friKn.the  imagination.  Tme^  yon  find  in  erery 
wnniTTiTinitj  a  few  who  are  lost  to  all  sense  ot 
public  virtne,  and  whoee  sordid  paasiona  pre- 
pare than  for  comtpt  pnwtioes.  Bat  that  any 
omiaidarahle  portion  of  the  people,  whoaa  dis- 
tricts, as  has  been  said,  have  no  sooner  preeent- 
«d  to  tlucu  the  goiden  bait,  than  they  abandon 
fixed  prind^ea,  and  ad^t  new  dootrinea,  and 
that  theae  feelings  are  o(»nmnnicated  to  tliair 
reprwentatJTee  on  this  floor,  who  ara  mot«d 
aai  goTemed  by  them,  is  what  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  ercdit.  Soch  iaggeatkma,  made  in  this 
body,  with  no  better  GiondatioD  tor  them  than 
eiiMa,  lead  to  the  most  ii^inrioni  oooaaqDeooea. 
If  opinions  on  eonstitntioiMl  qneetkoa  are  to  be 
bought ;  if  men  have  become  so  flexible  as  to 
be  swayed  only  by  motives  which  address 
tiiemadves  to  their  private  intereata,  what  se- 
eori^  is  there  for  the  continoanoe  of  onr  re- 
pnbliean  inatitotions!  Onr  whole  political 
edifice  leate  npon  the  virtoe  and  intelligmoe  <tf 
tbepeo^;  Nid,  if  It  be  onoe  admitted,  that  all 
qnestions  of  oonstitational  power  m^  be  aet- 
Ued  bj  an  aj^eal  to  the  haw  and  soi«ld 
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sand,  aod  that  in  some  party  tonpeet  it  will 
&1I  to  ^ecc&  Bat  theae  ptotnres  of  snppoaed 
changes  of  opinion  have  been  drawn  from  the 
fancy.  The  great  mass  of  the  paoide,  whose 
intereata  were  to  be  effeoted  by  int«mal  im- 
provemente,  could  not  have  been  informed  of 
aar  oonaUtotioaal  impedimenta;  and,  if  they 
•earchad  to  satisly  tbemadvee,  they  did  not 
findany.  InnoctmdilionofUfe  aremenpnme 
to  troaUa  themaelvea  about  mattars  which  do 
not  immediately  aSbet  them,  partietdarly  aneb 
as  leqidTe  labor  to  luulerstand.  Bnt  a  qtirit  of 
eoterpriae  begeto  a  diapoution  to  Inquire,  and 
th«t  gaaatally  reaulta  In  the  expreauim  of  opdn- 
itma  whidi  many  miafatka  fiM'  new  dootrinea  in 
oppoaitiMi  to  tboae  which  were  anpposed  to 
prevaiL  This  ia  the  moat  rational  solntlon  for 
the  oontiiined  increase  of  the  Agenda  of  internal 
in^rovement,  withont  impnting  to  anyportjon 
of  onr  peiqile  dereliction  of  priooiple.  To  show 
that  the  ooofening  of  benefits  cannot,  in  the 
least,  iuflnanoe  members  on  this  floor,  when 
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opposed  to  oonstitntional  scmples  or  views  of 
expediency,  we  have  the  deelaiationa  of  several 
gentlemen  from  Virginia  who  have  taken  part 
in  this  debate  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  They 
have  said  that,  if  the  road  were  to  paas  through 
their  farms,  they  would  oppaee  it ;  nay,  one  of 
them  haa  gone  so  far  as  to  say,  while  be  com- 
plained of  the  QDeqtiBl  diRtribatton  of  the  pnb- 
lic  revennee  which  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provement gave  Hm  to,  that  the  rights  of  hia 
State  were  violated  by  an  ^tpropriatioD  of 
mimey  to  a  oompaoy  whioh  ^i^  State  had  in- 
corporated for  iii«hing  the  I>iamal  Swamp  Oa- 
naL  Can  we  want  stronger  evidence  of  a  dis- 
interested Kdrit  which  woold  r^eet  the  pater- 
nal hand  of  the  Government,  which  was  ex- 
tended only  to  confer  among  its  people  its  ben- 
efita  and  its  bomitiea  t  If  so,  there  are  kindred 
feelings,  I  am  told,  further  sooth,  and  that  at 
this  sessitm  we  ihall  have  fnll  proof  of  it.  Bnt 
it  is  mmeoeaaary  to  add  more  to  ooutradict  aa> 
sertions  nnsnpported  by  evidence. 

After  liateuins  to  the  arffcmente  of  the  gen- 
tleman fhmi  Virginia,  (tfr.  Babbodb,)  who 
opened  the  debate  in  opposition  to  the  biU,  I 
waa  fbroibly  struck  wiu  the  oontiast  which 
tbey  presented  to  tbe  eonud  dootrinea  rf  the 
old  Virg^niA  sohotrf.  Ttw  Waahingbma,  the 
Jeflibrstms,  and  the  UadisoDa— tbe  others  of 
the  repoblie.  VhOe  their  leaacoa  of  polilica] 
wisdom  tock  deep  and  permanent  root  in  Penn- 
qrlvaida,  and  in  most  of  the  Statea  of  this 
Union,  they  have  been  firied  to  be  de^sed  and 
r^eoted  by  the  modem  politicdans  of  tbe  an-, 
oient  dominion.  As  early  aa  1790,  President 
Washington,  in  fidfilling  the  oonstitntional  in- 
jnnction  to  recommend  to  Oongreas  moh  meas- 
orea  as  he  ahonld  Jodge  neoeaaary  and  expe- 
dieot  says,  "thattheaafity  and  interest  of  the 
pea{de  requre  that  they  ehoold  pr<»note  soch 
mannfootnree  aa  tend  to  render  thtm  independ- 
ent of  others  6x  essential,  partionlarly  military 
sapidiea,"  and  "of  giving  e5i»otiial  moonrage- 
meat  aa  well  to  the  introdootion  of  new  and 
nsefOl  inventions  from  abroad  aa  to  the  exer- 
titna  of  sUU  and  gsmins  in  prodndng  them  at 
hiHne ;  and  of  faralitatdng  the  ioteroomise  be- 
tween distant  parts  of  onr  country."  Kr.  Jef- 
fbrson,  in  an  nnpoblidied  letter  to  a  near  rela- 
tive of  my  Mend  and  colleagne,  (Ur.  Lkipbb,) 
dated  in  Jaooary,  1609,  says  that  he  "had 
lately  inonloated  the  encouragement  of  manofac- 
tnres,  to  the  extent  of  onr  own  consumption  at 
least,  on  all  articlee  of  whioh  we  raise  the  raw 
material;"  that  "its  enemies  say  that  the  iron 
whidi  we  make  most  not  be  wronsht  here  into 
plough  axea,  hoes,  ^bc,  in  order  tbat  tbe  ebip 
owner  may  have  the  profit  of  oarryii^  it  to 
Enrope,  and  bringing  it  back  in  a  manufactored 
form ;  as  ii^  after  numofaotnring  oar  own  raw 
materials  for  our  own  nse,  there  should  not  be 
a  sorplns  produce  sufficient  to  employ  a  doe 

En^rtion  of  navigatioa  in  carrying  it  to  mar- 
et,   and  exedumging  it  for  those  articles  of 
whioh  we  have  not  the  raw  material."     In  ' 
1816,  tbe  seme  gentleman,  in  substance,  repeats 
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doned  for  noticing  a  saUsot  \a  thb 
which  dow  not  legiliiiutely  belong  to  it;  bat 
t}ie>euunple  was  ahown  by  UTcral  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  spoken  on  the  otiier  nde.  In 
troth,  the  enemiea  of  the  protecting  ayitem  in 
this  Hooae  have,  on  several  occasions,  however 
nnwarracted  bjr  the  snl^ect  In  disctudon,  in- 
diilg«d  themselves  in  no  meamired  kngoage  in 
denonncin^  the  existing  taii£  There  seems  to 
be  a  morbid  aensibilit;  in  the  minds  of  mem- 
bera  from  the  Sooth,  on  tltis  qaeation,  which, 
at  least  in  m;  heariiig,  has  hitherto  prevented 
a  ^spaseianate  ezamtiiadtHi  of  it.  Fortonatelj 
fbr  its  friends,  experience  has  proved  that  a 
wiser  act  was  never  passed.  Onr  latest  advices 
from  abroad  have  informed  us  that  in  every 
part  of  Europe  active  meamres  are  in  tlperatioD 
fbr  the  protection  of  their  domeetio  indostry. 
Had  we  done  nothbg,  tberefore,  to  ooontervul 
foreini  commercial  regntatims,  our  condition 
woold  have  been  worse  t^an  colonial  vassalage. 
Gentlemen,  in  depicting  the  effects  of  the  tariff 
poliev,  have  been  miued  by  imaginary  evils, 
for  the  sake  of  mMntolnliig  favonte  theories ; 
we  know  enough  of  hnman  nature  to  be  con- 
vinced that  the  pride  of  opinion,  like  the  pride 
of  anUiorehip,  is  often  the  mUng  passion,  and 
tha^  rather  than  abandon  dopnss  which  men 
have  cherished  and  maintained  from  yonth  to 
age,  they  wonld  see  the  &irest  portions  of  our 
land  Tinted  with  decay,  min,  uid  desolation. 
To  what  extravagant  leagtba  have  their  meta- 
physical refinements  npon  constitutional  power 
arrived  ?  They  say  that  we  are  not  anlhorized 
to  provide  for  the  safety  of  oar  navy  and  mer- 
cantile marine,  in  entering  onr  harbors,  by  the 
erection  of  Ugbt-hoaaea,  heaoons,  piers.  Ac.,  nor 
to  boild  safe  and  commocUons  harbors  for  them ; 
that  we  have  no  power  to  promote  edncation, 
literature,  and  science  by  the  qipropriotion  of 

Snblia  money ;  that  we  cannot  apply  the  pnblic 
inds  to  relieve  individnal  calamity ;  that  we 
cannot  protect  onr  domestic  mannfactorea  by 
impost  dnties;  and^  finally,  that  we  have  no 
anthority  to  ex^nd  any  pari;  of  the  national 
treasure  in  making  roads  and  canals,  nor  even 
a  right  to  ud,  by  appropriations,  companies  in- 
corporated by  a  Stale  I  Of  what  vaJae  woold 
onr  Qovernment  be  to  ns,  stripped  of  tiieee 
powers  1  I  am  free  to  declare  mat  it  woold 
not  answer  the  great  pnn>oBes  fiir  which  it  was 
Instituted,  that  it  woiud  be  unworthy  the  affec- 
tions of  the  American  people,  and  that  the 
sooner  it  was  diBSolved  the  better. 

Permit  me,  now,  to  torn  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  a  better  commentary  npon  the 
power  of  this  Government  to  construct  roads 
for  national  purposes,  than  all  the  refined  a^n- 
ments  we  have  beard  from  the  other  aide.  It 
hoa  not  been,  I  believe,  before  noticed  since  the 
sesrion  it  was  introdnced  into  Congress.  It 
most  be  taken,  eoniddering  the  source  from 
which  it  emanated,  as  conclusive  on  the  oon- 
Btitational  question.  In  Februarv,  1706,  Hr. 
Uadison  Introduced  &  resolation  in  tbe  Houae 
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of  liepresentatives  fbr  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  tiie  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  exam- 
~  led,  and,  where  necessary,  to  be  surveyed,  the 
general  ronte  most  proper  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mul  between  Uune  and  Qeoigia, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  making  aud 
road.  On  the  third  of  Uay,  of  tbe  same  year, 
Mr.  Ifadison  presented  the  following  bill,  which 
afterwords  passed  the  House  without  a  division : 
B«  it  nuctel,  *c  That  the  Prerideot  of  the 
Untied  Btales  be,  and  he  Is  hereby,  aatboriied  to 
cause  to  ba  exanilned,  and,  where  naoessary,  to  be 
surveyed,  the  nintea  moat  proper  for  the  ttanqwrt- 
ation  of  tbe  ntH  between  the  flowing  plaeea,  to 
wit :  Portland,  In  lOine,  Boston,  New  York,  Phils- 
deli^iia,  WilminfftoD,  BaltEinore,  Gty  of  Wishing- 
lon,  AleundriajFrederlclubuig,  Richmond,  Baleigb, 
Louisville,  and  Bavuuub,  in  Georgia ;  and  that  he 
cause  a  report  of  such  exunlnaUoo  and  survey  to 
be  laid  before  Congress,  together  with  an  eitimste 
of  the  expense  necessary  for  rendering  said  routes 
the  estabushed  roates  for  the  tnnsportaUoa  of  Oie 

liL" 

The  second  aectioB  q)propriatea  five  tboo- 
sand  dollars  fbr  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
examinaHons  and  snrreya. 

It  will  be  seen,  sir,  that  this  biU  not  only 
provides  for  surveying  the  route  of  a  road  from 
one  extreme  of  the  then  tTnion  to  the  other, 
passing  through  all  its  prindpal  cities  and 
towns,  but  it  requires  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense to  I>e  made  for  rendering  the  routes  men- 
tioned the  established  roates  for  tbe  transporta- 
tion of  the  mul.  It  oontemplatea,  in  dear  lan- 
guage, the  oonstmction  or  making  of  post  roods 
nnder  the  anthority  of  Oonness,  Let  me  now 
ask  whether  the  warmeat  advocate  for  internal 
improvement  ever  insisted  on  a  greater  latitude 
of  constnctive  power  of  the  omsKtution  than 
is  contained  in  tbe  prindnle  of  this  bilL  It  not 
only  goes  the  full  lengtn  ot  all  that  we  now 
contend  fbr,  bat  it  snstMns  every  podtion  whkji 
has  been  dispnted  in  this  House  h««tofore.  It 
anthoritea  nrveya  and  the  makingof  roada,  and 
it  assomea  Jurtadiction  without  Um  consent  of 
tbe  States.  When  we  oonaider  that  this  exten- 
sive prciject  was  introdnced  but  a  abort  time 
after  the  adoption  of  the  eonstitntion,  and  by  a 
man  who  was  ehiefly  instrnmental  in  its  crea- 
tion, who  labored  to  defend  it  with  as  much 
seal  and  ability  as  any  who  lived,  that  it  was 
adopted  by  a  i>ody,  without  a  -division,  who 
probably  better  onderstood  the  extent  of  the 

rav  intended  to  be  granted  than  any  which 

snooeeded  it,  will  it  be  b^eved  that  it  con- 
tained an  assnmption  of  powers  not  granted, 
and  that  it  violated  the  rights  of  the  State*  I 
It  has  been  reserved  for  politidans  of  the  pres- 
ent day  to  make  this  i£soovery — men,  wnose 
ingenoity  and  eloquence  we  may  admire,  but 
whose  nice  and  snbtie  distinctions,  mystifica- 
tions, and  abstractions,  cannot  be  easily  under- 
stood by  those  who  pretend  to  nothing  more 
than  plain  common  sense.  For  us,  who  deore 
nothing  moretiian  that  the  rqaonroesrfoureona- 
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trj  thill  be  developed  and  bronght  into  full 
Ktivi^,  we  are  oontent  to  follow  the  path 
1  of  the  revolntion  bi 


Aetcted,  eonrinced  thai.,  b^  ateadiif  poraniiig 
i^  Teaball  beat  atbua  the  otfjecta  of  toe  social 
mnpiet. 

Ibe  gttitleman  from  'Vuginis  (Ur.  Buaoua) 
■rra  tint  the  bill  under  oonaiderBlioii  eontaina 
1  new  principle,  not  known  before  in  tJiis 
HoDN,  Nid  tlut  we  are  aboat  to  take  "  a  new 
litiude  ud  departure."  He  considered  Ibe 
Gnmberlaiid  road  u  affording  no  precedent, 
bKuue  it  waa  Uie  result  of  an  BKroemeot  be- 
tv«N  the  Slatea  of  whidi  the  Nordkwestem 
lenitofT  WIS  composed  and  thia  Government, 
b;  «h>ai  tvo  per  cent,  arirang  from  the  sales 
oC  tbe  public  landa  waa  to  be  employed  in  mak- 
ing roads  leading  to  and  tbroogh  &oee  States. 
Yet  it  wiQ  be  recoUeoted  that  the  gentleman 
diitiaotlj'  admitted  a  position  taken  bj  mj 
friend  and  colleogne,  (Mr.  HxupaiLi^)  that  tbe 
coraoit  of  the  States  was  not  to  be  regarded, 
at  ikej  coold  not  confer  an;  power  on  Oon- 
grwe,  except  in  the  caaM  mentioned  in  the  oon- 
ititation,  and  Uiat  everr  other  compact  between 
Ihsm  was  a  nnllity.  W  iUi  this  admission,  1  can- 
not understand  how  be  can  attach  anj  impof' 
tsoM  to  ths  agreement  reapeoting  the  Oamber- 
Und  road.  Bj  his  own  showing,  it  ia  evident 
tint  this  Government  did  not  derive  its  right 
from  that  sonroe.  How,  then,  does  this  hill 
difirfrom  tbe  bill  anthoriztng  the  oonstracUoD 
of  the  Oombeiiand  road  t  and  how  does  it  dif- 
fer from  Ur.  Uadiaon's  bill?  Bat  the  gentle- 
nun,  while  he  professes  to  be  foUj  aware  of 
the  valoe  of  K<M>d  roads  asA.  canals,  contends 
not  (mlj  diat  Uie  power  to  make  them  does  not 
beloDg  to  this  Government,  bnt  that  it  onght 
net  to  belong  to  it — that  the;  bad  better  be  left 
to  tbe  enterprise  of  individoals  or  to  the  States. 
The  gentlemaa  will  find  but  few  to  go  with 
him  en  tiiat  broad  ground^  even  in  his  own 
State.  It  will  be  recollected  that  when  tbe  at^ 
toilioa  of  Congress  was  called  to  this  aahject, 
bj  Ur.  Uo<ux>e  and  othera,  while  the;  admittod 
thit  ttie  right  alreadj  existed  to  impropriate 
mose;  in  tM.  of  incorporated  companies,  denied 
tbit  it  extended  fm^er ;  bat  as  it  was  deemed 
of  eauntial  importance  to  (he  welfkre  of  Hie 
people  that  roads  and  canals  should  be  con- 
rtrocted  nnder  the  anUiority  of  thia  Govern- 
meot,  thejr  strong];  recommended  an  amend- 
BHit  of  dke  oonstitotion,  ao  that  it  sbonld  be 
eipreMl;  granted. 

It  waa  qtparent  that  great  natjonsl  work^ 
ntoiding  to  remote  parts  of  this  Union,  could 
not  be  exeonted  b;  oompanies  or  b;  States, 
vna  if  their  resonrces  were  adequate  to  tbem ; 
Ihit  rival  Interesta  ensted  everywhere,  each 
Bute  exerting  itself  to  divert  commerce  to  its 
OTO  commer^sl  emporiom,  or  to  some  other 
point  least  advaatsgeons  to  ita  neighbor  State. 
And  even  in  case  of  tbe  nnion  of  two  or  more 
Stttes  for  this  porpos^  the  common  good  of 
the  whole  Union  woola  be  the  least  obieot  of 
their  thoughts ;  mj,  routes  might  be  onosen. 


positively  injorions  to  tbe  whole.  It  might 
nappen,  too,  that  distant  streaniiB  and  States 
could  be  united  b;  roada  and  eanale,  bj  which, 
from  peenliar  localities,  the  greater  part  of  each 
State  through  which  they  were  aesigned  to 
pasa,  would  not  feel  interested,  rather  looking 
opon  injury  than  benefit  as  tbe  result,  while  to 
the  nation  at  large  the  connection  would  be  of 
the  highest  importance.  For  these  and  other 
reasons  which  might  be  mentioned,  no  opinion 
appeared  to  be  better  founded  than  Mr.  Uon- 
roe's,  that  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals, 
with  jorisdiction  over  tbem,  should  reside  in 
the  Qovemment.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  come  to  a  different  conclusion,  and 
seems  alarmed  at  the  consequences  of  encroaob- 
Ing  npon  State  rights,  and  the  accumulation  of 
power  in  the  General  Government.  To  me, 
(said  Ur.  I.,)  this  feverish  excitement  abont 
State  rights  and  Executive  patronage  seems 
altogether  chimerical.  Look  into  tbe  papers 
pabliahed,  and  to  the  speeches  made  in  certain 
conventions  before  the  adoption  of  the  consd- 
tution,  and  you  will  find  the  same  evil  forebod- 
ings, and  Uie  same  alarming  apprehensions. 
And  yet  we  have  gone  on  prosperonsly  in 
peace,  and  snocessfdlly  in  war,  for  more  than 
forty  years,  without  one  of  those  being  im- 
paiied.  How,  indeed,  could  it  be  otherwise, 
when  every  member  of  this  GoTemment,  ex- 
cept snob  as  compose  the  judiciary,  returns  at 
short  intervals  to  his  respective  State?  Tbe 
members  of  Oongress,  in  which  reside  all  the 
high  powers  of  sovereignty,  bring  with  tbem 
here— State  attachments  and  State  pride ;  th^ 
act  under  a  sense  of  high  responsibility  to  th^ 
constituents  and  to  thdr  State ;  they  remain 
here  but  for  a  few  months,  return,  and  mix 
with  their  fellow -citizens ;  with  them  every 
motive  conspires  to  ntve  them  to  resist,  not  to 
suffer,  an  invasion  of  State  rights.  Ustigo  and 
pnblio  opinion  have  limited  the  term  of  the  Ex> 
ecotive  to  eight  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  returns  to  his  State.  Your  judge* 
are  scattered  over  the  Union,  dtizene  of  their 
respective  States.  All  of  them,  presidents,  leg* 
isltUors,  and  judges,  have  their  families,  frien^ 
endearments,  and  attachments  in  their  respeo- 
tive  States— their  homes— where  they  find  their 
earthly  resting  places.  Gentlemen  talk  of  our 
National  and  Stale  (Jovemmenta,  as  if  the  for- 
mer were  a  distinct  people,  to  whom  cert^ 
powers  were  conceded,  bnt,  not  content  with 
their  enjoyment,  are  constantly  uming  to  en- 
large them  at  toe  expense  of  the  rights  of  the 
latter.  But  view  them  as  the  same  peoples  a 
portion  of  whom  at  stated  periods  exercise 
certain  delegated  tnists  which  a  common  feel- 
ing of  interest  urges  them  to  restrict  rather 
than  enlarge,  and  the  suggestion  will  cease  to 
have  any  force.  Squally  illusory  are  the  fesra 
of  Executive  patronage,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  so  strongly  deprecated.  It  ia 
common  to  speak  of  this ;  bnt  I  ask  for  proof 
of  its  having  been  exerted  nnder  any  adminis- 
tration, and,  if  exerted,  with  what  effect!    Do 
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yoar  ofBoera  of  the  armj  and  n&vy  interfere  in 
deoUoDB  t  or  bsve  ytm  seen  the  Judgea  of  jonr 
oonrts  oanTusing  for  rotea  to  Bubaerve  Qio  pnr- 
poaei  of  the  EzeontiTet  The  most  powerfol 
motiTee  that  ooold  animate  the  bmnan  heart, 
exlated  to  sott^  the  adraioistrstioDS  of  the 
elder  and  younger  Adama ;  but  with  wliat  «f- 
fcott  What  did  patronage  do  in  theae  oasesl 
EUr,  it  is  4  mere  phantom,  wbioh  has  no  terrora 
for  a  tree  uid  vigilant  people.  Take  one  of  the 
right  tturaaaad  postmaatMa  that  the  ^ntlenum 
from  Vlr^ia  baa  ipoken  of,  and  see  what  in- 
flaoDoe  he  ia  able  to  exeroise  in  any  tatj  or 
town.  It  will  be  fbimd,  in  moat  inatances,  that 
the  peraon  ao  aitnated  can  effect  i«<\^at  any 
election,  than  if  he  bad  not  ao  office.  There  is 
a  watahM  Jealonsy  among  the  people,  which 
repela  any  uadne  or  even  active  exertions  of 
men  in  official  stationa  to  control  or  away  the 
eleotiona.  We  have  notiiing  to  fear  from  Uiem. 
Aa  to  the  nneqaal  distribntion  of  the  revenno, 
which,  it  is  said,  the  system  of  internal  Im- 
prorement  gives  rise  to,  I  answer,  that  the 
aame  may  be  said  of  every  other  branch  of  pnb- 
Ue  eipenditore:  fortificationa  are  erectea  on 
onr  Goaata  and  fl'ontiera  most  exposed  to  at- 
taoka ;  light-booeea,  breakwaters,  &c.,  on  the 
■eacoast.  These,  and  many  other  works,  do 
not  immediately  benefit  the  interior ;  bnt  ia 
Uieae  and  all  other  erections  and  improvements, 
regard  is  had  to  the  general  welfare.  What- 
ever givee  life  and  vigor  to  the  whole  ayatem, 
mnat  be  benefldal  to  its  parts ;  in  like  manner, 
the  healthful  action  of  the  heart  conunnnicfttea 
its  tone  to  the  extremities.    We  have  been  told, 

Sthat,  by  the  reduction  of  duties  upon  tea 
coffee,  and  certain  Inzaries  of  life  which 
do  not  interfere  with  our  domestio  industry,  as 
is  proposed  by  a  bill  on  our  table,  the  revenue 
will  be  BO  much  rednoed  as  to  leave  no  sorplns 
beyond  the  ordinary  demands  of  the  Govem- 
mmit.  Bnt  it  should  be  considered  that  the  bills 
Blinded  to  are  prospective  in  their  operation ; 
and  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  I  do  not  appre- 
hend any  very  great  diminution  from  the  pro- 
posed measnres.  The  great  increase  of  popula- 
tion mnst  create  a  proportionate  demand.  In 
ud  of  this,  there  is  a  law  of  political  economy 
which  is  oniversaliy  tme,  that  the  capacity  to 
bny,  ftwn  the  comparBtive  cheapness  of  the 
oommodity,  increases  its  consumption;  in  other 
words,  the  reduction  of  a  duty  will,  in  a  corre- 
sponding ratio,  increase  the  demand.  After 
p^ing  all  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Govem- 
ment  for  the  current  year,  and  applying  eleven 
mittious  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
public  debt,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  esti- 
mates that  there  will  be  a  balanoe  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  first  d&y  of  January,  1881.  of  foor 
mUlions  four  hundred  and  ninety-fonr  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars.  It  is, 
therefore,  apparent  that  two  millions  of  dollars 
may,  with  perfect  safety,  be  applied  annually 
to  internal  improvements,  leaving  enough  from 
all  the  sources  of  revenue,  and  the  operation  of 
tike  sinking  fimd,  to  exUngnish  Hie  debt  in  five 
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years.  Uy  constituents  have  no  immediate  in- 
terest in  the  road  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  from 
the  nearest  part  of  my  district  it  is  at  least  ona 
hundred  and  eighty  miles.  But  I  advocate  it 
becanse  it  is  part  of  a  great  system  which  I 
consider  this  Government  onder  the  moat  aal- 
emn  obligations  bound  to  persevere  in.  The 
road,  f^om  this  city  to  Kew  Oriaana,  is  not  a 
new  project ;  it  was  eBmesUy  brought  into 
view  by  Hr.  Oalhoun  in  ]  818,  in  snpport  of  a 
bill  which  he  introduced  into  Congress,  to  set 
apart,  and  pledge  as  a  fund  for  internal  im' 
provement,  the  bonna  and  United  States  share 
of  the  dividenda  of  the  National  Bank.  In  a 
report  which  the  same  gentleman  made  while 
Secretary  of  War,  it  is  noticed  aa  one  of  the 
prominent  national  objects,  and  it  has  never 
since  been  lost  ught  <yt  by  the  Oommitteee  on 
Internal  Improvements  of  this  House.  By 
cherishing  a  spirit  of  ooncesuon,  and  mer^e 
all  minor  oonstderationa  in  the  great  one  M 
makinff  a  b^miin^  upon  the  principle  contun- 
ed  in  the  bill,  its  fnends  cannot  ful  to  effect  its 
passage.  When  we  refiect  upon  the  amanng 
extent  of  onr  country,  the  diversity  of  Inter- 
eeta  and  occupations  of  its  inhabitant^  and  ex- 
amine the  barriers  which  its  geograpnical  fea.- 
tures  present  to  direct  and  easy  intercourse,  we 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  titttt  it  is  impoan- 
ble  to  bind  the  different  parts  together  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  good  roads  and  canals 
extending  from  the  centre  to  the  extremities  <^ 
the  Union.  By  these  means  we  shall  be  able 
to  preserve  the  sympathies  of  onr  nature,  which 
distance  is  too  apt  to  sunder. 

But  we  will  realize  their  advantages  chiefly 
during  war,  when  the  Government  is  compelled 
to  rely  for  most  of  its  revenue  upon  a  system 
of  internal  taxation,  its  ordinary  fiscal  resources 
being  in  a  great  measore  cut  off.  The  effect  of 
this  system  Is  to  drain  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try of  its  currency,  and  to  direct  it  to  the  sea- 
board, or  to  places  where  troops  are  collected 
for  the  defenoe  of  exposed  situations  on  the 
frontiers.  It  will  be  reooUected  that  no  part 
of  the  interior  of  the  United  States  was,  daring 
the  late  war,  exempted  fi^^m  this  evil ;  it  oper- 
ated peculiarly  hard  in  the  western  part  of 
Pennsylvania ;  specie  in  fact  disappeared,  and 
miserable  paper  currency  was  aubstitnted  for 


the  best  part  of  our  population — the  farmers, 
the  honest  yeomanry  of  the  country,  who,  in 
such  a  state  of  things,  are  always  the  greyest 
sufferers.  It  is  the  part  of  prudence  to  guard, 
aa  far  as  practicable,  agi^ost  a  recorrenoe  of  so 
much  Buffering  and  calamity.  We  cannot  it  is 
tme,  prevent  the  drain  of  our  currenoy,  that  is 
the  inevitable  effect  of  direct  taxation ;  but  we 
con,  in  a  great  degree,  mitigate  its  effects,  by 
^ving  to  our  people  cheap  and  easy  means  of 
transporting  tneir  produce  and  stock  to  mar- 
ket ;  to  that  market  where  troops  may  be  as- 
sembled, and  where  there  is  the  greatest  public 
expenditure.    If  you  deny  them  these  rnean^ 
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Ton  expose  them  to  iDcalouIablB  uHoriefl,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  utisf;  tbe  tax  gauierer;  jndg- 
tnent*  mi  exeontioiu  will  speedily  follow ;  bat 
•n  are  neari;  in  the  same  sitaation ;  and  where 
■re  the  pnrdiasen  to  be  fonnd  t  The  earnings 
ot  jean  of  honest  indDsU?  will  be  swept  off 
fai  a  moment,  for  a  sum  sometiiDes  insnfficient 
to  pay  the  cost  of  cjUeotion — always  vastl/ 
dispropOTtituied  to  the  valae  of  the  property, 
either  to  enrich  the  ODiining  speculator,  or  to 
add  to  the  alreadjr  ovei^rown  wealth  of  some 
nabob,  or  to  increase  the  public  lands  and  stock 
to  remain  nnprodaotive,  nntil  better  times  shall 
enable  them  to  sell  for  annu  equal  to  their 
elums.  A  Govemment  expressly  institnted  to 
promote  the  h^piness  ana  welfara  of  all  its 
wtiaens,  should  provide  in  a  time  of  peace, 
when  its  resources  are  abnndant,  agunst  soch 
miDoaa  ooaseqaenoes.  In  this  way  it  will  best 
•ecnre  the  lasting  attachment  of  the  people. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Cou,)  in 
qteaking  of  the  probable  eipenee  of  the  pro- 
posed  road,  sud  that  the  Cnmberland  road  cost 
the  Gorernment  fifteen  thouaand  dollars  per 
mile.  He  has  fallen  into  an  error.  The  whole 
£stanoe  of  the  road  is  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  miles ;  its  aggregate  coat  one  million  seven 
hnndred  and  two  thoiua&d  three  hnndred  and 
nisetr-five  dollars,  which  is  equal  to  twelve 
thonaand  six  hundred  and  ten  dollars  a  mile. 
At  a  proper  time,  I  will,  I  tmst,  be  able  to 
riiow  to  tlie  fioose  that  no  tnm  of  money  of 
eqoal  amomit  has  ever  been  expended  with 
greater  advantage  to  the  country.  But  it  is 
jHVper  to  say  thM  at  the  time  this  road  was 
comroenoed,  this  Qoremment  had  no  expe- 
rience in  the  bnmneea;  few  possessed  the  re- 
qaUita  skill  for  it :  then,  and  for  many  years 
■ftwwarda,  proviffions  were  dear,  uid  the 
iragee  of  labor  near  one  hnndred  per  cent,  be- 
Tond  its  i^eeent  amonnt  'What  added  greatly 
to  the  co^  of  this  road,  is  tlie  niunber  of  bridges, 
aome  of  which  are  bnUt  in  a  style  of  sttperior 
and  expennve  workmanship,  exhibiting  monS' 
menta  of  archit«ctnral  shm  not  sarpassed  in 
any  pari  of  the  Union.  The  oontinnation  of 
tb«  Cmnberland  road  from  Wheeling  to  Zanes- 
vQle,  which  is  made  npon  the  McAdam  plan, 
and  is  said  to  be  the  best  road  in  the  Tlniled 
StAtea,  cost,  I  am  informed,  abont  wx  thoo&and 
doUsrs  a  mile.  Bnt  the  expeaditore  npon 
works  of  this  natare  is  of  secondary  conse- 
qnenoe.  If  a  harbor  is  fonnd  necessair  for  the 
safety  and  convenience  of  om'  shipping,  if  a 
fbitifieatjon  is  wanting  for  onr  defence,  the  ex- 
p«DM  of  eonstnicting  them  woold  not  be  re- 
garded. There  is  a  paramoont  duty  which  the 
OoT«nmeiit  owes  to  its  citizens,  compared  to 
whidi,  gold  and  ulver  should  weigh  bnt  as 
dait  in  the  balance.  They  claim  from  it  pro- 
teetioa  at  any  price ;  and  they  ask  the  same 
measore  of  justice,  I  will  not  <^  it  liberality, 
in  making  snch  improvements  as  the  situation 
ot  the  Goantry  admits  of  and  requires,  wiiich 
Bute  and  individnal  enterprise  b  eneqaal  to, 
tad  whidi  are  strictly  of  a  national  character. 
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this  system  of  internal 
improvements,  it  has  been  sud,  will  give  rise 
to  a  claim  of  Jurisdiction  by  the  United  States 
over  the  roaos  they  make,  which  wilt  end  in 
the  erection  of  toll-gates,  sind  the  enforcing  of 

fenalties,  not  by  Btate  authority.  Olaiming,  as 
do,  for  this  Government,  the  right  to  make 
roads  and  canals  without  the  oonaent  of  the 
States,  it  must  follow  that,  after  they  are  eon- 
stmcted,  it  has  a  complete  right  to  preserve 
them  by  such  means  as  it  chooses  to  select.  If 
I  am  right  in  asaoming,  for  I  have  already  said 
that  I  do  not  mean  to  argue  it  that  the  consd- 
tntion  has  pven  to  Congreea  the  prinoipat  pow- 
er, the  incident  most  Jollow ;  nor  is  it  at  all 
probable  that  any  i^jorious  oonseqnences  are 
likely  to  arise  from  the  exercise  of  it.  The  au- 
thority to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads 
impliedly  confers  the  right  to  protect  the  trana* 
portatios  of  the  mail  by  the  imporing  of  pooal- 
ties.  For  this  purpose  various  laws  have  been 
passed,  and  punishments  have  been  inflicted, 
without  any  complaint  from  a  State,  and,  as  I 
trust,  without  ii^ury  to  it.  Nor  would  any 
gTMter  evil  happen  by  punishing  a  man  in  the 
United  States  courts  for  an  iiyury  done  to  the 
road.  Offences  of  this  kind  woidd  be  of  rare 
occurrence :  when  it  was  known  that  the.pres- 
ence  of  vi^ant  gate  keepers  would  probably 
prevent  escape,  and  tliat  speedy  pnnislunent 
would  inevitably  follow,  little  mischief  would 
be  done.  There  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  an 
indictment  in  our  State  courts  for  ii^uries  done 
to  roads  belonging  to  oorporations,  and  the 
reason  that  prevents  their  occurrence  would 


._.  _  nited  States.  Besides,  there  could  be  no 
valid  objection  to  conferrmg  jurisdiotion  on  the 
State  courts  to  punish  transgressors.  Congress 
gave  them  power  to  entertmu  suits,  to  collect 
the  internal  revenue,  and  to  enforce  penalties 
under  a  clause  in  the  coustitntion,  declaring  it 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  that  the 
Judges  of  the  State  courts  should  be  bound 
thereby.  This  power,  I  admit,  was  by  some  of 
the  States  disputed ;  but  surely  it  would  be 
going  too  far  to  say  that  evils  were  likely  to 
arise  from  the  exercise  of  it.  And  if  there 
should  be  a  disposition  in  any  State  to  refuse 
the  jurisdiction,  offenders  would  have  no  right 
to  complain  if  they  were  sent  to  the  ITuited 
States  court  for  tr^.  Seldom,  indeed,  would 
there  be  occasion  for  such  a  proceeding ;  but  if 
a  case  should  arise,  demandmg  it,  is  it  likely 
the  criminal  would  talk  of  its  hardship  t  An^ 
if  not,  who  would  be  quixotic  enough  to  com- 
plain for  him  t  The  jurisdiction  of  Uie  Uiiited 
States  over  their  roads,  whether  they  should 
exert  it  by  direct  appropriations  to  keep  them 
in  repur,  or  by  the  erection  of  toll-gates,  can- 
not be  a  cause  of  the  least  apprehension  to  the 
States,  no  more  than  they  now  feel  from  the 
punishment  of  a  mail  robber.  It  is  impossible 
that  injury  can  arise  from  it. 

The   gentlemen  from  Virginia    who    have 
^ken  on  the  other  side  of  lue  question,  have 
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indulged  Uienuelve*  in  •  warmth  of'  feeling 
and  *a  asperity  of  remark,  not  wranted,  in 
m;  jadgment  by  the  occasion.  If  the  parpoaea 
of  the  bill  should  be  answered,  or  if  the  sys- 
tem, of  which  it  is  part,  should  be  pnrmied,  the 
design  Is  of  the  most  laodabie  oluracter,  and 
entitled  to  no  common  praise ;  the  end,  the  do- 
vdopment  of  national  resources,  the  promotion 
of  eociiU  intercoaree,  the  diffnuon  of  sabetan- 
tial  benefits — in  a  word,  the  prosperity  of  the 
coDfaderacy.  Yet  it  bu  been  received  as  if 
some  rign^  calamity  was  about  to  be  inflict«d, 
oarrytDg  in  ita  train  famine  and  peetilence  and 
desolation.  Are  tbe^  afrtud  that  the  march  of 
the  system  wiU  realize  all  we  hope  and  all  we 
predict  for  it ;  and  that  "  their  occupation  will 
Da  gonet"  If|  nr,  I  mistake  not  the  "signs  of 
the  times,"  a  great  revolutiou  is  going  on  in 
public  opinion,  in  the  South,  on  this  qnestion ; 
and  the  day  is  not  very  remote,  when  Vir^ia 
will  concede  to  this  Qoyemment  all  that  the 
most  sangoino  flrieDds  of  internal  improvement 
oould  deatre.  One  of  her  ^tingnished  states- 
men, now  a  member  of  this  House,  has  for 
years  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  the 
ooose.  Every  day  famishes  new  evidence  that 
bis  patriotic  feUow-dtiiens  are  yielding  the 
prdndices  that  wonld  look  np  the  boonties 
which  s  beneficent  Frovidenoe  has  so  profusely 
aeattered  over  our  land.  He  merits  the  lasting 
gratitnde  of  his  coQatrymen,  the  richest  reward 
of  a  public  benefaetor. 

The  prodnctions  of  onr  conntry  which  soil 
and  climate  have  already  made  so  various,  are 
becoming  daily  more  diversified,  enmring,  at 
no  distant  day,  a  home  supply  of  most  of  the 
hixories  as  w^  as  the  necessaries  of  life.  An 
important  advantage  which  this  view  of  onr 
condition  and  praspeotagives  rise  te,  is,  that  the 
different  parte  of  onr  Union  will  be  mode  de- 
pendent  on  each  other — an  invariable  effect  ci 
mntnal  wants.  Nothing,  therefore  demands 
from  us  higher  regard  or  more  deUberate  «onr 
sideration,  than  the  means  of  uniting  onr  whole 
people  into  one  great  oommercial  family. 

But  it  is  mmeoesaory  to  dwell  longer  npon 
the  benefid^  consequences  of  as  extended  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements ;  they  most  be 
ftmiliar  to  the  members  of  tliis  committee.  I 
have  endeavored  to  avoid  noticing  the  points 
which  have  be«i  nrged  by  others  in  sopport 
of  the  bill ;  and  having  reason  to  fear  that  the 
committee  is  already  fatigued  by  a  long  discns- 
sion,  I  will  oondnde  wiUi  thanking  tWn  for 
their  attention. 

Mr.  MoNBLL  next  rose.  He  said  be  had 
wuted  notii  thia  late  p^iod  of  the  debate  on 
the  bill,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  some 
one  of  his  ooUeagnee,  more  competent  Aan 
himself^  would  ^ve  to  the  committee  the  views 
which  he  knew  a  large  m^ority  of  the  delega- 
tion of  New  York,  in  ouisoii  with  hinuel^  en- 
tertained upon  this  question.  No  one  (said  Mr, 
U.)  has  felt  disposed  U  do  so ;  and  as  I  cannot 
consent  that  tne  vote  on  this  bill  should  be 
taken  without  the  exoreasioa  <rf  an  opinion 
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from  tiie  Steto  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  I  have,  relnctanUy,  obtruded  myself 
upon  the  attention  of  the  committee. 

As  I  am  the  warm  friend  of  internal  im- 
provement by  the  States,  and  have  at  all  times, 
and  on  all  occasions,  whether  in  public  or  pri- 
vate life,  supported  every  measure  which  I 
believed  would  benefit  the  oltisens  of  my  native 
Btete,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  nve  the 
reasons  that  will  influence  my  vote  on  Uie  pres- 
ent bill  8ir,  the  State  of  New  York,  unaided 
by  the  Qeneral  Government,  has  advanced  far 
in  this  system.  She  has  connected  her  north- 
ern and  western  lakes  with  the  m^^estio  End- 
son,  and  I  trust  wlU  continue  to  progress  until 
she  extends  ite  blesungs  to  every  portion  of 
her  citizens.  Although  she  has  advanced  far, 
and  elevated  her  character  to  a  prominent  sta- 
tion amouR  her  sister  StateSj  she  has  not  done 
half  that  the  wants  of  her  oitiiens  require,  or 
the  means  Edie  possesses  will  authorize.  Hy 
immediate  oonstttnents  are  now  anxiously  look- 
ing to  their  legislature  for  that  justice  they  be- 
lieve themselves  entitled  to — an  improvement 
alone  their  lovely  valley,  which  will  place  them 
on  the  level  with  other  portions  of  the  Stete, 
I  trust  they  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Boon  after  this  nation  passea  through  a  second 
war  of  independence  with  honor  and  renown, 
the  Stete  of  New  York,  suffering  as  she  had  in 
that  contest  in  blood  and  treasure,  and  believing 
herself  entitled  to  the  favorable  notice  of  Con- 
gress, from  the  aid  and  support  she  had  given  to 
strengthen  the  arm  of  the  General  Government, 
applied  for  ud  to  enable  her  to  prosecute  the 
great  works  of  internal  improvement  he  bad 
long  conceived,  but  which  were  retarded  by 
the  breaking  ont  and  continuing  of  that  war. 
What  was  she  told  by  this  Government  t  Al- 
though her  good  and  faithfVil  service  was  ad- 
mitt^  her  losses  and  privations  appreeiated, 
yet  it  was  unconstitutional  to  aid  in  the  oon- 
stmotion  of  roads  and  canals.  She  submitted 
to  the  decision,  and,  nothing  daunted,  rested 
npon  her  own  reeources  to  acoomplish  that 
which  her  citizens  had  willed  should  m  accom- 

Sllsbed.  For  one,  I  rejoice  tiiat  she  is  not  in- 
ebted  to  thia  0(»ernmentfor  ud.  By  your 
refusal,  the  resources  of  the  State  have  been 
developed ;  the  patrkitism  of  tlie  pe<^le  exhib- 
ited ;  the  sound  hearts  and  willing  hands  of  her 
dtizeos  enlisted  to  elevate  her  character,  and 
place  her  npon  an  eminence  that  her  extensive 
poseessionB  and  fertile  soil  intended  she  should 

.What  was  nnoonstitotional  when  New  Tci^ 
applied  for  aid,  baa,  by  the  change  o^  time  and 
at  men,  become  aonstihitional  now.  By  the 
oonstraction  given  to  the  oonstitntion  by  mod- 
em statesmen,  all  power  is  vested  in  this  Gov- 
ernment. The  doctrines  oontended  for  in  for- 
mer days  are  exploded,  new  ones  have  taken 
their  place ;  and,  under  them,  this  Government 
is  extending  ita  influence  over  every  part  and 
portion  of  what  was  once  conridered  independ- 
ent Stete  sovereignty :  the  rights  of  the  States 
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sre  merKed  in  thia  grand  ooosolidated  Govem- 
mmt.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  discnssion  of 
the  abslraat  ooiutitationAl  right  of  this  Qov- 
tmmeat  to  nuke  roads  and  canals  is  the  sev- 
ernl  States,  whhoat  tiie  consent  of  the  States  or 
the  people.  It  bas  been  BBSomed,  and  exercised 
M  often,  that,  antil  some  expren  provision  to 
the  MKitnrf  ahall  be  nude  in  the  cooBtitatioo, 
it  is  worae  than  udeea  to  qnestion  the  power. 
Th*  advocAtea  of  the  right  do  not  oUtm  it  hj 
expresa  ^rsnt,  bnt  b^  implication  and  constmo- 
tion  of  different  parts  of  that  instniment  It  is 
clwmed  under  uie  power  to  provide  for  the 
eommoB  defence  and  general  welfare;  tinder 
tbA  power  to  renitate  oommeroe  among  the 
Bereral  Btatea,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  un- 
der the  power  to  eetablidi  poet  offices  and  post 
roads.  I  have  always  donbted  whether  this 
Goremmcnt,  nnder  anj  or  all  of  these  powers, 
eonld  «swoi»a  ttie  ri^t  of  nuking  roads  and 
eaaala.  On  more  occasions  than  one,  have  I 
listened  to  the  argnmenta  of  the  ahleet 
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the  n^on,  on  this  moob-^mnted,  nice  oaes- 
tMMi  of  oonalitational  law.  Althongh  I  will  not 
dlaensB  the  qnestira  of  abstract  right,  I  ma;  be 


permitted  to  dei^  the  expediency  of  its 
(^  bj*  this  Gorenimwt.  The  ezeroise  of  thia, 
and  ul  oUmt  constrai^ye  rights,  cliunied  by 
thia  OoTemmMit,  shonld  be  narrowly  watched 
by  the  repreeentativea  of  the  people.  Oar  duty 
to  our  States  and  our  constituents  reqnires  it  at 
oar  hands;  and  yet  it  appears  to  me,  that, 
wh«i  we  assemble  here  sa  Uie  Congrees  of  the 
United  States,  we  foi^t  home — we  forget  State 
rights,  and  lose  State  feeling.  Onr  whole 
tboi^ta  are  directed  to  the  mighfy  power  of 
11^  all-ahsorbing  and  controlling  Oovniunent, 
nigtntimn  of  the  feehngs  of  our  oonatitoents,  or 
interceta  of  the  States;  weexerdsenotonly  all 
the  power*  givNi  to  m  by  eipreu  grants  bnt 
ereiT  otiter  which,  by  implicauon  or  oonstrao- 
tim,  can  be  tortured  into  a  right.  T  beaeaoh 
gentlemen  to  panse  and  refleoL  If  this  Qot- 
emme&t  does  possess  the  power  contended  for 
by  its  ■drocate^  let  it  be  discreetly  exercised, 
iitd  only  on  MJmowledged  great  national  ob- 
jecto. 

Underthepowo'toTegiilateeonunerce  among 
the  seTcnl  States,  and  to  lay  imposts  and  du- 
ti«^  this  Government  assumed  Hm  right  to 
eompd  the  canal  boata  on  the  New  York  oa- 
nsla  to  pay  tranrit  doty.  In  18M  or  183S,  or- 
der* were  issued  by  the  Treasnry  Department 
to  the  eirfleator  at  Baffalo,  to  eiUbroe  the  col- 
ketioa  of  dntiee.  I  well  remember  the  feeling 
enated  in  New  Tork ;  her  dtiiens  from  one 
ead  of  the  State  to  the  other,  were  preptred  to 
reMt  what  was  ocmsidered  as  an  enoroaohment 
npoB  State  righta;  eren  her  le^slative  bolls  re- 
Honded  with  the  laognage  of  redstanoe^  and  a 
—  e  at  that  time,  on  the  part  of  this 

L  would  have  broogbt  that  State  in 
isi<m  with  the  Gennral  Government. 
SbiBBg  proteita  were  entered  by  the  repreaent- 
■ttna  bi  OoDgreaa,  ftwa  New  York,  agunst 
tka  MMimed  power,  and  great  exoliona  were 
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made  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  procure  a 
withdrawal  of  the  order.  It  was  oonntermand- 
ed,  bat  the  right  to  enforce  the  oollection  of 
dntiea  was  not  surrendered ;  it  was  suspended 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  enforced  whenever 
the  will  of  this  Government  shall  direct  Yon 
have  estabtishad  yoor  ports  t>t  entry  in  every 
part  of  her  State— at  BufiUo^  Rochester,  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor,  and  T  know  oot  how  many  other 
places — upon  every  stream  and  rivulet — upon 
tide  waters  and  inland  lakes — in  every  city  and 
town  that  you  ^deasa  to  consider  commercial ; 
swarms  of  officers,  to  execute  the  laws  and  col- 
lect the  revenue,  are  stationed  among  the  peo- 
ple. Under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
and  lay  imposts  and  dntiea,  yon  claim,  and  may, 
at  some  fntnra  day,  enforce,  the  power  to  ccd- 
lect  duties  on  every  oan^  made  by  State  au- 
thority; and  what  is  to  prevent  yon  I  The 
broad  and  nalimited  construction  of  constitu- 
tional power  claimed,  will  cover  every  act  of 
oppresnoo,  and  otarpatitm  of  State  rights ;  thns 
nadnally,  bnt  certamly.  will  every  vestige  of 
State  rights  and  State  interests  be  swallowed 
up  by  the  constmctive  powers  of  the  General 
Government.  Under  the  power  to  lay  imposta 
and  dntJes,  to  regnlate  commoroe,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  the  whole  revenue  of 
State  canalB  may  be  claimed.  Now  your  Treas- 
ury is  full,  and  it  is  not  needed;  but  let  war 
exhanst  it,  let  oommeroe  be  Impured,  or,  what 
is  most  probable,  your  funds  squandered  in 
visionary  schemes  of  internal  improvement,  and 
the  particular  welfare  of  the  States  must  sur- 
render to  the  genersl  welfare  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  States  must  stand  in  the  relation 
to  the  United  States  that  individoals  do  to  the 
Statee — bonnd  to  yield  a  portion  of  what  they 
have  for  the  general  welfare.  Soorces  of  rev* 
enne,  which  Ihey  fondly  hoped  would  snpport 
their  own  Governments,  and  enable  them  to 
extend  the  blessings  of  internal  improvement 
b^  their  own  authority  to  every  portion  (rf  thdr 
oilizens,  will  be  diverted  from  their  proper 
channels,  and  poured  into  the  Treasury  of  this 
Oovemment.  Can  New  York,  conmsient  with 
her  honor  or  her  interests,  sabmit  to  such 
degradation!  Is  Pennsylvania,  with  her  nn- 
roerons  oanals,  prepared  to  Enrrender  all  to  thia 
Government)  I  trast  not.  Sir,  where  is  the 
remedy  I  I  answer  here,  in  this  hall.  We 
most  halt  in  onr  course — we  most  confine  thia 
Government  within  its  primeval  legitimate 
bonnda — we  mnst  restore  ft  to  the  powers  that 
were  exercised  nnder  it  in  the  days  of  Jeffer- 
son's administration. 

It  is  contended  that  Qie  power  to  construct 
roads  and  canals  is  given  by  the  elanse  in  the 
constitution  autbonxing  Congress  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads.  Great  p^s  have 
been  taken  to  give  ns  the  definition  of  the 
word  establish.  Dictionaries  have  been  con- 
sulted— Walker,  Ainsworth,  and  others.  It  is 
defined  to  mean  "  to  erect,  to  make,"  &o.  We 
have  heard  labored  arguments  to  show  us, 
beoaose  the  meaidng  of  the  word  establish  ia 
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defined  to  be  "  to  make,"  that  Oongreas  has  the 
power  to  make  pwt  roads.  Bir,  I  will  not  bb; 
that  Uiese  words  maj'  Dot  be  tortnred  into 
ncli  ooDitractioD,  nor  offer  anr  arf^oment  on 
the  eoDstitDUonalitj  of  the  doctrine.  Yet 
I  muat  be  permitted  to  doobt  that  anf-anch 
power,  under  theee  words,  was  intended  bj  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  to  be  given  to  Oon- 
gresi.  The  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  that 
olanae  is  that  which  is  yearly  exercised  bj 
Oongreis — the  eatablishment  of  post  rentes  on 
roads  erected  and  made  hj  the  people,  and  on 
whioh,  ftir  pnfalio  convenience,  it  is  thoogbt 
ueoessarj  to  transport  the  muL  In  the  re- 
marks I  have  made,  I  have  endeavored  to  show 
to  the  oonunittee  the  inezpedienc*  of  Congress 
exercising  all  the  powers  which,  by  oon- 
stmodon  or  implicaUon,  are  claimed  as  bdong- 
ing  to  this  Qovemmeut;  and  psrtionlarlj  aa 
anoh  exercise  affects  the  rights  and  intereeta  of 
the  BtatM.  As  a  further  illustration  of  mj 
views,  I  will  snppose  mj  eoUeagne,  who  resides 
at  Bnflhlo,  to  ofi^r  to  this  House  Uie  following 
resolution ; 

"  S4K>lfd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Po«  Office 
and  Feat  Boad*  be  instractcd  to  inquire  Into  tbe  ex- 
ped>enc7  of  establishing  ■  post  route  from  Bu&lo 
to  AlbsDj,  b7  the  waj  of  the  Erie  CuuL" 

It  is  referred  to  the  oommittee,  at  the  bead  of 
which  is  the  honorable  gentleman  ^m  Ken- 
tucky. Oongrees  havine  the  right  to  establish 
post  offices  and  posts  roada,  and  waters  navigable, 
or  made  navigable^  being  considered  higbwaj's, 
the  reasoning  follows  the  premiaes,  that  &nigreaB 
has  the  power  to  establisD  a  mwl  route  upon  the 
^e  canal.  It  has  been  decided  that  the  Hnd- 
•on  River  is  an  arm  of  the  sea,  and  jurisdiction 
has  been  so  br  extended  over  tbe  waters  of 
New  York,  as  to  esl*blish  ports  of  entry  on  the 
western  lakes,  the  Erie  Canal  connecting  the 
tide  waters  of  tbe  Hudson  with  tbe  wat^  of 
I^e  Erie;  i^  therefore,  becomes  uecessarj, 
that  oommeroe  should  be  carried  on  between 
the  States.  A  law  is  passed,  in  obedience  to 
the  resolntion ;  and  a  boat  is  started  at  Albanj, 
on  the  tide  waters,  with  the  "  United  Btstes 
mail,"  in  capitals,  upon  her  stem.    She  ap- 

C Itches  the  first  lock  and  is  balled,  "  wh&t 
t  is  that  t"  "TbeCongress-of  tbe  United 
Btatee."  "  Who  is  her  commander  t "  "  Qen- 
end  Welfare."  "What  is  the  object  of  her 
vojage  1 "  "  Bwulating  commerce  among  tbe 
several  States  and  with  the  Indian  bibes,  trans- 
porting the  United  Btates  mail,  and  oonveTing 
troops  to  the  northeni  lakes."  Tbe  collector 
wonld  saj,  this  canal  is  the  property  of  the 
State  of  New  York ;  it  was  made  bj  the  exer- 
tions of  her  own  cltiiens  without  any  foreign 
dd,  sod  70D  oaonot  pass  without  the  payment 
of  toll  To  which  "  0«ieral  Welihre  "  wonld 
reply  Oiat  Congress  has  power  to  regulate  00m- 
neroe  and  eetablish  post  offices  and  poet  roads ; 
a  post  route  has  been  established  on  this  canal, 
and  yon  will  not  presmne  to  interrupt  the 
United  Btates  mvt.  The  people  of  New  York 
look  to  the  law  for  protection  and  deoidon  of 
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all  disputed  claims.  On  the  return  of  "  Gen- 
eral Welfare^"  he  b  arreated  in  our  Btate 
oouTts.  I  will  not  tronUe  the  oommittee  with 
a  long  detul ;  the  State  oonrta  detide  la  tkror 
of  the  toll  gatherer ;  ft  is  carried  up  to  tbe 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  I  need 
not  give  yon  the  decirioo.  When  did  State  de- 
cisions or  Stale  rights  snoceed  iu  oppoution  to 
the  laws  of  Congreas,  or  to  the  oonstruotiTe 

Stwers  of  this  Government?  Let  Eentneky, 
bio,  New  Yor^  and  other  States  answer. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  exercise  by  Oongresa 
of  this  diq>uted  right  on  another  sronnd :  it  is 
unequal  and  nigost  in  its  operation.  Daring 
the  test  jear,  disrwarding  fractions,  there  was 
received  into  your  fi«asury  twenty-four  mUlions 
of  dollars ;  fi>r  all  the  ordinary  pnrpoeea  of 
QovemmentgtwelvemillioDsare sufficient;  and, 
with  proper  economy,  that  eom  need  not  be 
expended.  Yon  have  then  a  surplus  Amd  of 
twelve  miUions  beyond  the  amount  reqoired  for 
the  expenses  of  Government,  to  be  scrambled 
fbr  in  this  hall,  and  expended,  aooording  to 
present  doctriues,  in  internal  improvement. 
Yon  have  two  hnndred  and  thirteen  memben 
fWtm  the  Stat«a,  and  three  del^ates  from  terri- 
tories; divide  this  amount  into  two  hnndred  and 
thirteen  districts,  and  yon  will  give  annually  to 
each  congreesionsl  district  fi^-sii  thousand  dol- 
lars. By  this  diviuon,  New  York,  with  her  thlr- 
ty-fonr  members,  would  be  entitled  annually  to 
two  miUions  of  dollars.  Pennsylvania,  with  her 
twenty- four  members,  to  one  mlUion  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  uonaand.  Virginia,  with 
her  twenty-two  membwi^  to  one  tmllion  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand.  Wm  taij 
course  of  legislation  here  give  to  theee  States  a 
teir  proportion  of  the  tnrplos  fonds  by  way  of 
iuterool  Improvement!  Certainly  not.  This 
miserable  pittance  to  New  York,  of  a  rood  tram 
BuShlo  to  the  State  line  of  Pennsylvania,  is  bnt 
a  sorry  return  for  the  fbnr  miiiinn»  abe  pmys 
anno^  Into  your  Treasury.  As  It  U  the  first, 
so  for  many  years  it  will  be  the  last  boon  that 
will  be  offered  for  her  two  millions  annaal 
surplus  in  your  Treasury. 

Give  to  New  York,  to  be  applied  by  her 


treasury  of  her  own  State,  and  in  ten  years  aha 
will  extend  the  blessings  of  her  own  system  of 
improvement  to  every  village  and  hamlet  in 
her  State,  and  gladden  the  hearts  of  her  peo- 
ple; it  will  be  expended  in  nsehd  works,  in 
notional  objects,  and  promote  tbe  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people. 

I  come  now  to  the  question  of  tlie  ntililj  of 
this  gigantic  pr^eot  of  a  grand  land  commoni- 
cation  from  Buf^o  to  New  Orleans,  and  must 
say  thaL  to  my  mind,  it  is  the  moat  extrav*- 
gant  and  vimonary  one  that  ever  was  presented 
to  tlie  deliberate  judgment  of  a  representatlTa 
assembly.  It  is  to  be  made  thrcmgh  tbe  in- 
terior of  tbe  eonntiy,  fifteen  hondred  mileB  in 
lengtii,  and  fhmk  its  commcDcemeDt  at  BuSUo, 
tbe  first  seaboard,  tlie  first  oommttcnol  plaoa  it 
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tondue  it  tbe  cit;  of  'Washington,  ■  diittuiee 
(^  lome  four  handred  milu.  Ofln  aaj  man 
beJicre  that  tbe  trsde  from  BafFitlo,  or  luij  part 
of  KeiT  Ycirk,  will  be  diverted  from  the  oitf 
of  Hew  York  by  this  road  t  or  will  Ponnsyl- 
TSDti  or  Marrl&ad  prefer  Wuhington  for  a 
nurtet  U)  their  own  Philadelphia  and  Baltl- 


mdi  and  canals,  and  the  most  Tidonarj  mnat 
be  Mtiified  tliAt  this  ooiiteita[Aited  road  cannot 
be  med  for  commerdal  porpoaes.  It  Is  taid, 
bf  iti  Mends,  tbat  it  vUl  b«  nsefol  in  the  time 
d  war  to  march  teoops  to  the  frontiers.  I  tnut 
we  dun  not  need  it  for  that  nnrpose  for  many 
jetn  to  ecHoej'and  if  we  shonld,  Sew  Tork 
deoHs  trooM  from  Washington  to  defend  her 
fiontiets.  No,  air,  there  is  no  beneficial  par- 
poae  fyt  which  this  road  can  be  oaed ;  It  will 
M  a  larting  monnment  of  a  nation's  foUj,  and 
reflBTe  the  worst  curse  which  an  Irishman  can 
b«tow  upon  hia  enem^ — the  grass  will  grow 

J 3a  ita  surface.  Agaia ;  Whal  is  to  become 
the  road  after  it  is  made  t  Do  jou.  intend  to 
place  toll  gat«s  npon  it  t  That  power  has  not 
jA  been  asBomed  npon  Tonr  Gniaberland  road. 
Bat  suppose  yon  should  assume  Jurisdiction 
over  State  soil,  and  scatter  your  toll  gatherers 
o*er  the  States ;  what  will  yon  reeelTc  t  Not 
we  per  cent.  Ton  cannot  keep  it  in  repair  by 
IoHs.  What  next  I  The  GoTemment  most 
qipropriate,  annnally,  one  million  of  dollars  to 
repair  iL  By  the  bill  fifteen  handred  dollars 
fa  mile  are  uipropriated ;  bnt  no  friend  of  it 
win  pretend  that  is  alt  that  will  be  asked.  Let 
the  tuth  of  the  nation  be  pledged  for  it«  con- 
■tmction,  and  yoa  will  be  required,  annnally. 
to  WDroprlate  money  for  its  completion,  nntil 
it  wiU  cost  as  many  thoosands  as  hnndreds  are 
now  asked.  Will  tbe  States,  throagh  which  It 
paasei^  taks  It  off  yoor  bands,  and  keep  it  in  rfr- 
pair!  Ko.  The  State*  know  it  will  not  yield 
rereone  aofficient  to  do  so.  They  will  tell  yon 
it  is  year  own  racUy  bantling,  and  your  duth 
!>  pledged  to  anpport  it. 

It  has  been  said  ont  of  this  hall,  that  this  is 
a  part  of  tiie  "  American  system ;"  and  I  have 
been  urged,  as  a  friend  to  that  Bystem,  to  sap- 
portthisbiU.  It  is  called  the  pioneer  bill,  in  the 
trm  of  which  nomeroos  others  are  to  follow. 

If  by  the  "  American  system"  is  meant  a 
lyatem  of  laws  which  shall  be  for  the  benefit 
of  tbe  American  people,  and  as  nearly  as  ma^  be 
operate  eqnally  and  jnstly,  then  sm  t  its  fnend 
•udsdTOcate;  bntif  by  the  system  is  meant  that 
I  im  bonnd  to  sappott  every  wild  and  visiooary 
road  project  that  the  imaginations  of  gentiemen 
here  or  elsewhere  may  present  to  the  OOQ- 
■ideration  of  Congress,  I  mnst  be  pemutted  to 
diaaent  and  enter  my  protest.  As  a  m^nber 
df  the  CcHDmittee  on  Mannfkstnres  I  cordially 
agree  to  the  resolntion  sabmitted  to  the  Hoose, 
"  that  it  was  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  revise 
the  lariff  law  of  1828."  I  then  believed  and 
DOW  believe,  that  jnstice  to  the  mannfactorers 
■ad  MDnd  policy  required  the  sappresdon  of 


firther  legislation  at  this  time.  These  are^ 
however,  articles  which  have  become  neces- 
saries of  life  from  their  common  ose,  soch  as 
tea,  coffee,  silk,  dec.,  which  are  not  grown  or 
mann&ctured  in  this  oonntry,  or,  if  so,  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  and  not  interfering  with 
the  domestic  indostry  of  the  nation.  By 
reducing  the  dnties  on  the  articles  I  have  men- 
tioned, yoD  will  relieve  the  people  from  several 
millions  of  indirect  taxation,  and  retain  in  yoor 
Treasary  more  than  sufBcieot  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  QovemmenL 

There  are  two  sitnations  In  which  Qovern- 
ments,  like  individnals,  are  frequently  niynst: 
in  adver«ty,  with  a  heavy  debt  hanging  over 
them,  and  in  prosperity,  suddenly  and  onez- 
pectedly  aconired ;  in  the  one  case,  pressed  to 
discharge  claims  oat  of  their  power  to  meet, 
they  prevaricate,  and  refnse  Jnstice  when  it  is 
dne ;  in  the  other,  their  fhmds  are  profbsely 
squandered  and  their  money  lavished  npon  no- 
important  and  nseless  objects.  The  latter  is  tbe 
E resent  situation  of  this  Government  Ton 
ave  an  ovetfiowiog  Treasnry,  and  yon  know 
not  what  to  do  with  your  snrplns  funds.  Kow, 
sir,  as  I  am  one  of  those  who  do  not  consider 
a  national  debt  to  be  a  national  blessing,  I  pro- 
pose to  discharge  your  national  debt — pay  off 
every  shiUinK— take  np  the  last  bond ;  it  will 
be  the  briguteet  star  in  the  galaxy  of  your 
renown.  Exhibit  to  the  world  the  bright 
example  of  a  nation,  not  sixty  years  old, 
having  passed  throngU^two  expensive  and 
lengthy  wars,  and  free  of  debt.  When  that 
sbsJl  he  accomplished,  (and  we  are  assured  it 
will  be  in  a  few  years,)  our  mannfacturers  will 
have  acquired  strength  sufficient  to  compete 
with  their  foreign  opponents,  and  will  them- 
selves unite  in  the  propriety  of  a  gradual  but 
certain  reduction  of  duties  until  Uie  revenue 
shall  only  be  equal  to  the  neceanties  of  the 
GovemTnent,  and  the  people  relieved  from  heavy 
burdens. 

ICr.  Akqel  said  it  was  with  great  diffidence 
he  rose  to  address  the  oommittae.  It  was  his 
first  attempt  to  speakupon  thatfioor,  anditwas 
with  much  difficulty  he  had  raised  his  courage 
to  the  sfwakiog  point.  We  have  been  several 
days  (sud  Mr.  A)  engaged  in  the  discussion 
of  thu  bill.  I  have  listened  with  strict  and 
painful  attention  to  the  arguments  urged  in 
bvor  of  its  passage.  I  have  witnessed,  with 
astonishment  and  with  alarm,  the  ardent  zeal 
with  which  its  friends  are  hurried  forward. 
Reluctant  as  I  have  been  to  engage  in  this  dis- 
cussion, I  could  not  sit  here  quieUy,  and  in 
silence  see  the  screws  turned  upon  the  people, 
I  could  not  see  hardens  n^jusUy  and  unwar- 
rantably imposed  npon  my  oonstituents,  without 
protesting  agunst  it. 

I  confer  this  system  of  legislation  cruel, 
nnjnst,  and  oppressive.  I  consider  it  as  fraught 
with  the  most  dangerous  tendency,  and  as  leiad- 
ing  to  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  Hy 
feelings  are  such,  that  1  cannot  repress  them 
when  1  see  the  ftnits  of  hoDest  iodnstij  about 
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to  be  coined  into  dollars  and  cents,  and  sqaan- 
dered  by  a  profligate  hand  upon  projaots  vhich 
■re  ns«less  and  idle.  I  bave  prepared  an 
amendment  to  this  bill,  which  I  intend  to  offer 
at  a  proper  time,  if  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  sectitm  does  not  prevail.    If  gentlemen 


are  determined  to  force  the  bill  through,  right 
or  wrong — if  ther  are  determined  to  plonder 
tbe  Treeenry,  and  porane  a  oonrse  of  pnblio 


rapine,  I  feel  anxious  that  the  Btate  of  Kew 
York  should  not  participate  in  the  disgrace. 
I  believe  Uiis  is  tbe  first  attempt  of  this  Qot- 
emmeot  to  force  her  sjatem  of  road-making 
into  that  Btate.  The  small  section  of  this  rodd 
whioh  Is  to  be  located  within  ber  limits,  appears 
to  be  intended  as  an  offbr  of  earnest-money,  to 
bind  ber  to  the  nnhallowed  compact  I  pro- 
test against  the  whole  sjstem,  and  partionl&rlj 
against  this  attempt  to  contaminate  that  State. 
Soonld  this  biU  pass  in  its  present  ^ape,  I 
should  oonsider  the  intrusion  into  onr  temtorj 
as  a  bane  to  onr  progpeHty,  a  poison  to  oar 
happiness,  and  the  destruction  of  onr  tronqnilli- 
tj.  As  soon  as  an  opportunity  shall  offer,  I 
will  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  tbe 
words  "Boffalo,  in  tbe  State  of  New  York," 
and  insertiDg  "the  nortbem  bonndary  of  tbe 
State  of  Pennsylvania. "  This  amendment 
wonld  exclude  New  York  from  tbe  bill  and 
from  its  contamination.  We  ask  not,  nor  do 
we  need,  jonr  aii  in  the  constmetion  of 
om-  roads  and  can^.  Ve  desire  you  to  con- 
fine yoarself  to  your  proper  nibere  of  legisla- 
tion, and  not  to  interfere  with  tbe  internal 
Tegnlations  of  onr  State.  Ve  will  willingly 
and  cbeerfoUy  pay  all  the  taxes  and  bear  all 
the  bnrdens  wnloh  yon  may  ooDHtitntionally 
impose  upon  ns;  we  will  not  rebe]-~we  will 
raise  no  insurrection — we  will  not  threaten  a 
disBolntiott  of  tbe  Union ;  bnt  when  yon  oppress 
us  by  ^onr  nnjust,  unauthorized,  and  partial 
legislation,  we  will  tell  jon  of  it.  We  will 
boldly  and  fearleaaly  protest  against  rour  en- 
oroaehmenta,  and  we  wilt  not  witbbold  onr 
remonstranoes  when  yon  extend  the  arm  of 
oppreetion  over  ns.  We  will  tell  jon  of  onr 
wrongs ;  as  an  independent  State,  we  will  assert 
our  rights ;  and  we  will  never  bang  about  your 
halls  of  le^slation,  in  the  oharaoter  of  snppli- 
eants  and  beggars,  watobing  for  the  erumbs 
that  may  fall  from  yonr  table. 

Following  the  example  of  gentiemen  wbo 
have  preceded  me  in  opposition  to  this  bill, 
I  will  refrain  flrom  disonsnng  the  constitutional 
Dower  of  this  Government  over  the  snbject  of 
internal  improvement.  The  arguments  upon 
that  subject  have  been  worn  thread-bare ;  tney 
have  been  again  and  agun  repeated ;  tbe  sub- 
ject baa  been  exhausted  in  the  hands  of  abler 
men,  and  I  feel  myself  incompetent  to  shed 
additions!  light  apon  the  question.  The  omis- 
sion to  discuss  tne  constitntional  question  in 
this  debate  appears  to  have  been  assumed  by  the 
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me  as  not  yidding  my  assent  to  their  constitn- 
tional doctrines.  I  wish  them  to  understand 
that  I  rign  no  cognovit  to  their  unfounded 
claim,  bnt  that  I  inaitt  that  If  this  biU  becomes 
a  law,  that  law  will  be  the  offipring  of  nsnrped 
authority, 

Qentleroen  have  said  that  Gongress,  by  its 
enactmenta,  haa  settled  tbe  oonstitDtional  power 
of  the  Government  in  relation  to  internal  im- 
provementa.  Can  Oongress  confer  a  new  pow- 
er t  Can  Oongrev  rule  the  constitution !  That 
inatmment  was  designed  to  control  the  powers 
of  Congreas.  Can  one  act  of  usurpation  be 
pleaded  aa  authority  to  Justify  the  commission 
of  another  t  No.  Tbe  constitution  remains 
what  it  was  in  the  beginning — it  is  the  same  now 
that  it  was  at  the  time  o(  tta  ratification  I7  the 
States.  It  remuns  unaltered,  nor  can  it  be 
altered  bnt  by  the  oonaeat  of  three-fonrths  of 
the  States.  For  that  instrument  I  entertain  the 
highest  veneration.  I  will  not  suffer  myself  to 
trample  upon  its  authority.    Each  infraction 


This  bill  b  entitied  "  a  bill  for  oonstmctjng  a 
road  from  Bnffido,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
by  the  way  of  Washington,  to  the  city  of  New 
Orleans."  When  1  look  into  tbe  provisions  of 
this  bill — when  I  see  the  stretch  of  authority 
there  attempted — when  I  conuder  the  proBigato 
expenditure  of  money  it  proposes — when  1 
rmeot  upon  the  burden  it  casts  npon  the  people 
— when  I  view  its  partiality,  its  cruelty,  its 
injustice,  and  its  usurpation,  and  compare  all 
with  the  constitutional  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment, the  titie  strikes  me  as  being  inappro- 
priate.  The  tiUe  is  wrong.  It  shonla  be 
entitied  "  a  bill  to  oonatmot  a  road  tmn  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  by  tbe  way  of  Wash- 
ington, to  deepotiam," 

It  is  not  a  road  whioh  tile  interest  of  the 
country  calls  for ;  the  public  good  doei  not  re- 
quire it.  Gentiemen  have  said  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  safe  and  easy  transportation  of  tlte 
mail,  for  tbe  marching  of  troops,  for  oom- 
mercid  intercourse,  for  the  advancement  of 
national  prosperity,  and  the  promotion  of  the 
general  welfare ;  but  when  you  contrast  its 
advantages  with  tbe  principles  upon  which  it  is 
to  bo  constructed,  with  tbe  cost  of  its  oonstmc- 
tion  and  perpetual  repairs,  it  looks  more  Uke  a 
road  to  min  than  a  road  to  ease  and  safety.  I 
have  an  abhorrence  to  this  species  of  legislation 
that  1  cannot  overcome ;  it  has  grown  out  of 
long  reflection  and  a  cariahil  consideration  of 
the  subject.  Its  tondency  b  pernicious ;  it 
begets  coUiuon  and  strife ;  it  prodnces  heart- 
burning and  ill  blood  between  diSbreot  States 
and  sections  of  the  Union.  These  eflbcts  do 
and  will  unavoidably  attend  it.  I^  in  estimat- 
ing the  oonsequencea,  I  have  come  to  an  erro- 
neous conclusion,  I  have  to  regret  it.  The  cor- 
rectness of  my  conclusion  appears  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  sensitiveness  miralfested  by  gentie- 
men in  this  House  whenever  this  subject  is 
agitated.    Do  we  not  see  the  warmth  of  fbeling 
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tsd  heat  of  temper  it  elteita  ?  Its  diaonwion 
calls  up  tba  image  of  discord,  and  exhibits  an 
aorimon7  of  feeling  and  temper,  which  spends 
itsdf  in  BCcnsiDg  iBTectiTe  and  keen  replf .  It 
ihoDld  be  oar  bosinesB  here  to  hartnonize,  and 
not  to  distract ;  we  shoald  avoid  those  sabjecta 
vbieh  wt  in  motion  the  diaoordant  feelings  of 
Mctional  intereata.  It  shouH  be  onr  aim  to 
■trengthen  the  cord  of  onion,  and,  b^  a  kind 
ud  conciliating  exercise  of  our  legislBtiTO 
fnsctioiiB,  uenre  the  confidence  and  attachment 
of  the  p«ople  and  of  the  Ststee, 

Partial  appropriations  beget  jealonsj  and  dis- 
trust, and  deatroj  oonfldence  in  GoTernment. 
TlM  people  will  not  rost  qaietlr  nnder  oppres- 
Hon,  vh«a  t^y  aae  tlie  &Qit  of  their  oard 
earainga  bestowed  npon  objects  in  which  the; 
have  00  intereat,  and  vhien  are  in  tJiemselves 
woTK  than  naetesB.  The;  will  complain ;  their 
attichmeDb  will  be  alienated,  and  the  federal 
power  become  odions. 

This  bill  appropriates  fifteen  handred  dollars 

Sr  mile  for  the  constmction  of  this  road ;  the 
igth  of  the  road  is  great  enough  to  swell  the 
mm  appropriated  to  two  millions  five  hundred 
thoiLiand  dollars.  This  is  hot  the  beginning  of 
the  expenditure.  This  sum  l>eara  aboat  the 
same  proportion  to  the  ultimate  cost  of  con- 
stnction,  repairs,  &«.,  when  the  whole  shall  be 
oomplated,  as  the  title  page  of  a  book  does  to 
the  whrfe  Tolnme.  This  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions is  but  a  single  instalment,  tlie  payment  of 
which  is  to  be  repeated  year  after  year,  by 
Ei^ropriatioQ  after  appropriation,  through  a 
Mries  of  yaara,  to  t«rminate  the  I«rd  knows 
wbere.  I  bara  not  beard  it  contended,  even 
bj  the  fiieads  of  the  hill,  that  the  proposed 
^ipropriation  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  work. 
From  the  description  given  of  the  conntry  over 
vhicb  the  road  is  tn  pass,  the  streams  that 
iiit«iiect  its  conrse,  the  swamps  and  the  quag- 
mires which  tie  in  its  way,  ft  is  evident  that 
tte  cost  per  mile  will  far  exceed  the  aom  per 
mile  expended  npon  the  Oomberland  road.  The 
length  of  the  Oomberland  road  now  completed 
tills  diort  of  one-fflxth  the  distance  embrftoed 
by  the  road  under  oonaideration,  and  our  stat- 
ues ten  oa  diat  upwards  of  three  millions 
hive  been  expended  npon  that  work. 

This  two  and  a  half  millions  is  to  be  taken 
from  the  avuls  of  the  revenae.  Hearjy  one-half 
the  revenue  is  oolleated  at  the  city  of  New 
Teric :  the  raliiens  of  that  Btate,  by  the  oon- 
RiDption  of  articles  aolyeot  to  duties,  pay 
iboat  one-sixth  part  of  the  whole  revenae. 
The  appropriation  in  the  bill  will  impose  a  tax 
of  at  least  fonr  hundred  thoosand  doliara  npon  the 
Bute  of  New  York,  which  most  be  taken  from 
ti>>  pockets  of  her  oitizens.  The  froit  of  their 
tsbor,  noder  the  ecrewinB  operations  of  this 
Gorn-oment,  most  be  taken  from  them,  and 
Upended  npon  this  snblime  and  magnificent 
io*d;  a  roaa  which  they  will  never  travel,  and 
'hieh,  wtulat  it  forms  a  drain  upon   their 

"™~  will  never  retora  a  farthing  into  tbem. 
~     of  tbia  bill  will  My  to  the  ratuens 
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of  New  Tork,  "pay  fonr  hundred  thoosand 
dollars  as  a  tribute  to  onr  power,  and  prepare 
yonrselves  to  meet  future  exactions  of  a  similar 
character,  when  we  see  fit  to  make  them." 

>^e  snm  to  be  extracted  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  by  this  single  appropriation,  is 
soffident  in  amnnnt  to  enable  that  State,  could< 
she  control  it,  to  accomplish  some  of  her  most 
usefol  and  favorite  plans  of  interna!  improve- 
ment, and  this  is  to  be  bartered  away  for  a  few 
miles  of  a  great  national  road,  cutting  through 


the  operation  of  tlua  scheme,  and  then  tell  i 
whether  he  will  have  the  hardihood  to  ask  a 
New  Yorker  to  vote  for  this  bill.  No,  sir,  I 
will  not  violate  the  pnblio  trast  reposed  in  me: 
I  will  not  prostitnte  my  vote  to  the  surrender- 
ing of  the  rights  of  the  State.  I  will  resist  this 
attempt  to  force  the  shackles  npon  her.  Were 
this  a  work  of  utility,  and  did  there  exist  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  its  advancing  the  gen- 
eral welfare  the  hardabip  would  not  be  so 
Ct ;  bat  I  repeat  what  my  coUea^oe  (Mr. 
ell)  has  sua,  the  project  is  wild,  visionary, 
idle,  and  nseleaa. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  State  of  New  York 
applied  to  this  Government  for  assistance  in 
oonstructing  her  canal.  Her  then  contem- 
plated work  was  of  a  national  character ;  it  was 
no  less  than  the  connecting,  by  a  navigable 
CommnnicBtion,  of  the  waters  of  the  great 
western  lakes  with  the  Hudson  Biver,  end  nnit- 
iug  navigable  waters  exten^ng  from  the  Atlan- 
tic two  thousand  miles  into  the  interior.  What 
was  your  answer  to  this  application!  Notwith- 
standing the  important  link  this  work  was  to 
form,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  com- 
merce it  was  to  create,  and  notwithstanding 
the  vast  facilities  it  was  to  afibrd,  yon,  in  yonr 
warlike  and  other  operations,  told  her  that  yon 
had  not  the  oonstitntional  power  to  .ippropriate 
the  f^ds  of  the  nation  to  purposes  of  internal 
improvement.  New  York  was  satisfied  with 
your  answer ;  she  neither  mnrmored  nor  com~ 
plained.  She  had  too  moch  patriotism,  and  too 
just  a  sense  of  yonr  limited  anthority,  to  press 
yoo  to  a  violation  of  that  sacred  compact  which 
forms  onr  bond  of  union.  Taking  yon  at  your 
word,  she  believed  yon  had  decided  in  good 
faith  npon  her  application,  and  she  believed 
that  yoor  decision  would  stand  as  a  controlling 
precedent  in  all  similar  cases.  Upon  the  faith 
of  this  understanding,  she  resorted  to  her  own 
energies,  and,  through  a  wise,  pradent,  and 
persevering  policy,  she  has  accomplished  her 
grand  design,  and  astonished  the  world  by  her 
success.  She  has  taxed  herself  for  this  im- 
provement: her  own  resonrcee  have  met  the 
current  expense,  and  this  Government  has  not 
been  annoyed  by  beggarly  applications  for  her 
relief!  Whilst  she  has  been  expending  twenty 
millions  of  doliara  for  these  olgects,  end  resting 
npon  her  own  means  ta  extinguish  the  cost,  yon 
have  been  lavishing  the  nation^  funds  npon 
interior  prqeots  in  other  sections  of  the  Unioa ; 
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the  atmty  of  aU  of  which  corabined,  will  not 
compare  with  what  she  Lu  effected. 

SiAce  the  wisdom  of  this  Ooyeroment  has 
&thonied  the  depths  of  ia  power,  reversed  its 
solemn  dscisioii,  Eud  entered  Uie  field  of  iuter- 
nol  improTement,  New  York  has  been  nndw- 

Saing  a  doable  taxation.  She  has  met  llie 
emands  for  her  own  improvements,  and  beea 
cmellj  compelled  to  pa;  for  the  one-sixth  of 
joprs.  Acciunnlatin^  bnrdens  oppreae  her; 
she  finds  her  hands  tied,  and  her  Treasnrj  ex- 
hausted. Bhe  is  compelled  to  impose  s  direct 
tAX  Qpon  her  citizens,  to  meet  the  current  ei- 
peDsra  of  her  Government,  nod  to  euspeod  the 
prosecution  of  some  of  her  favorite  works.  In 
this  embarTBasingitate  of  her  finances,  and  whilst 
deploring  her  want  of  means  necessary  for 
the  farther  prosecution  of  her  favorite  plana,  joa 
threaten,  in  addition  to  y  oar  former  exactions, 
to  rifie  her  of  four  hundred  thotuond  dollars 
bj  this  bill,  and  to  perpetuate  your  oppression. 

Sir,  I  hope  tlie  motion  to  stnke  out  the  first 
section  of  this  bill  will  prevail :  if  it  does  not, 
I  will  offer  the  amendment  I  mentioned,  at  the 
earliest  opportonity. 

Aa  a  representative  from  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  I  protest  against  the  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  pass  this  bill  into  a  law.  I  [Htitest 
agunst  its  partiality,  and  against  its  prodigal 
waatfa  of  the  public  ti«Bsare.  New  York  has 
patiently  and  qaietly  borne  all  the  burdens  you 
have  cast  npon  her.  Her  attachment  to  the 
Union  forbids  the  thooght  (^estranging  herself 
from  you.  She  asks  yon  to  return  to  those 
piinciples  which  governed  yonr  councils  in  de- 
ciding her  application. 

If  yoa  have  a  surplus  in  yonr  Treasory,  she 
asks  you  to  apply  it  to  the  payment  of  yonr 
national  debt,  and,  when  that  shall  bave  been 
done,  if  a  surplus  still  remain,  Bhe  asks  yon  for 
a  Just  and  eqoal  distribntion. 

Should  you  refuse  this  request,  and  con- 
tinue yonr  present  system  of  legislation,  regard- 
tees  of  her  rights,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  she 
will  take  it  most  unkindly. 

Mr.  Pkttih  how  withdrew  the  motion  which 
he  made  some  days  wo,  to  strike  out  the  en- 
acting clause  of  the  hill,  having  at  firat  made  it 
to  enable  gentlemen  to  diacuss  the  general 
merits,  free  of  the  amendments  proposed. 

Ur.  Cb&io,  of  Vir^ia,  regretted  that  tlie 
motion  was  withdrawn,  as  he  thought  it  desir- 
able to  see  whether  there  was  a  m^ority  for 
the  bill,  before  the  amondments  were  taken  op. 

Hr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  offer  his  reasons  for  being  opposed 
to  this  bill,  although  now  and  always  an  advo- 
cate  of  the  constitutional  power  of  internal 
improvement. 

Mr.  BocLDm  hod  no  pr^ared  speecb  to 
make  on  the  subject;  he  had  no  note  of  what 
had  been  said  on  it  by  others ;  but  the  deep  in- 
terest felt  by  t2iose  who  sent  me  here,  (said 
Ur.  It.,)  in  Uie  question  now  nnder  considera- 
tion— an  interest  felt  by  them  in  common  with 
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all  tlie  ^wers  of  cotton,  rioe,  and  tobacco,  in 
ttus  Union,  forbids  that  I  should  give,  entire- 
ly, a  silent  vote.  The  evils,  both  moral  and 
political,  which  most  and  will  arise  from  CArry- 
mg  the  principle  of  this  into  praotjcal  effect, 
from  execnting  a  general  scheme  of  internal 
improvement,  nave  been  set  forth  so  clearly  by 
my  colleague,  (Ur.  BABOotm,)  the  inexpediency 
of  the  proposed  measnre  proved  by  argnmenta 
so  strong  and  clear,  that  nothing  would  be 


re^tards  the  road  now  proposed,  from  Buffalo, 
by  the  way  of  Washington,  to  New  Orleans,  if 
any  thing  had  i>een  wanting  to  prove  its  inutility, 
I  had  almost  said  its  absurdity,  when  compared 
with  its  coat,  the  same  has  been  most  amply 
supplied  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
SroaBS,)  who,  though  a  friend  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  proves  t^t  the  measore  itself  ia  any- 
thing else  rather  than  wisdom.  I  have  bnt  a  sin- 
gle additional  view  of  this  case  to  present  to  this 
coniinittee.  Sir,  my  constituents,  together  witii 
the  growers  of  two-thirda  of  the  whole  exporta 
of  this  Union,  have  regarded  and  do  regard  the 
proceedings  of  the  present  Congress  with  mncb 
anxiety.  Upon  their  minds  the  conviction  that 
an  nneqnal  share  of  the  public  bnrdena  are  laid 
on  them,  is  deep-rooted ;  it  is  an  opinion  fixed 
aa  f^te,  It  has  been  well  and  long  examined; 
every  fact  and  circnrastance  belonging  to  it  has 
been  viewed  and  reviewed,  patiently  and  dili- 
gently, and  has  been  presented,  here  and  else- 
where, in  a  light  so  clear,  that,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  nothing  bnt  the  potent  effect  of  real  or 
supposed  interest  could  prevent  the  m^ority 
(to  whom  I  now  address  myself]  from  seeing 
it  as  it  ia.  And  though  I  may  be  truly  told 
that  interest  has  as  binding  an  effect  on  one 
side  aa  the  other,  the  very  fact  that  we  are 
arranged  on  different  sides,  according  to  onr 
general  occnpationa,  proves  the  unequal  opera- 
tion of  onr  prenent  revenue  laws.  The  major- 
ity, I  know,  call  the  protecting  duties  the  Amer- 
ican system,  and  say  it  is  good ;  and  for  them, 
it  may  seem  so.  I  shall  not  enter  the  lists 
against  their  formed,  their  nourished  opinioosv 
based  as  they  are  on  apparent  interest;  it 
wonld  be  a  hopeleaa  task  indeed.  But  I  may,  I 
think,  aafely  oak  this  committee  to  believe,  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  whole  sonthern  country, 
(except  the  sugar  planters,)  they  are  unequally 
taxed ;  and  I  said  that  the  movements  of  Uus 
Congress  were  regarded  by  them  with  deep 
solicitude ;  they  looked,  air,  with  anxiety  for 
the  Presideot's  Message ;  they  had  no  right  to 
eipect  from  him  on  abandonment  of  the  tariff 
prmdple;  they  knew,  when  they  voted  for 
him,  that  his  opinions  were  with  the  minority 
on  uiat  poiut ;  they,  therefore,  did  not  expect 
him  to  recommend  a  system  of  taxation,  by 
which  they  would  be  required  to  pay  no  more 
than  their  eqoal  share  of  the  public  burdens ; 
but  they  did  expect  him  to  recommend  a  modi- 
fication of  the  present  law  on  tliat  subject; 
they  were  not  disappointed :  they  had  a  right 
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to  demuid  of  him,  and  ot  joo,  thftt  in  tbia 
m«difie^an  Uieir  interesta  elionla  be  regarded. 
Y««,  ur,  (nd  that  tbeir  opinion*,  too,  Bbonld 
hare  tlwir  dne  weight ;  here,  sit,  the  message 
a  also  SB  it  alionld  be :  for  the  aake  of  harmon; 
ia  OUT  national  oooncilB,  an  abandonment  of  the 


indications  of  the 

temper  of  the  Boom  on  those  two  points  are 
nlculated  to  inorease  the  anxiet7  of  the  Sonth 
to  prodnoe  alarm  in  their  minds.  A  bill  to 
mooifj  th«  tariff  in  the  spirit  of  the  message, 
was  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and 
Uesns.  It  waa  kicked  oot  with  indignitj 
b;  this  Honse,  and  b7  most  of  the  same  votes ; 
&  most  aluimnx  liberality  in  ^propriations 
is  obHTTsble.  Shall  the  entire  pajment  of 
the  poblio  debt  give  ns  no  relief!  I  beg 
the  eonunittee  to  panse,  and  think  of  this 
matter ;  we  hare  no  hope  for  Jnstice,  we  look 
not  for  equality  of  taxation.  This  ineqoality 
ve  hare  boma,  and  (to  be  ^plied  to  the  neces- 
taiy  eipenaea  of  Goremmeat)  we  will  bear  it 
to  long  as  it  is  tolerable :  nor  will  I  attempt  to 
mark  the  limits  to  which  Virginia  will  go. 
Vbataoerer  can  be  done  by  heroic  fortitude,  all 
tliat  can  be  dictated  by  love  of  this  Union,  by 
hH  clear  perception  of  her  deep  Interest  in  it, 
will  be  done.  Bnt  I  pray  yon,  io  not  declare 
I<i  ber  that  the  present  ineqnality  of  taxation 
dun  not  only  remain,  as  it  respects  the  propor- 
tions, bnt  shall  be  kept  np,  as  it  regards  also  its 
■mmint  It  is  not  sufficient  to  answer  that 
this  inequality  is  imaginary.  Tlie  legators  of 
this  land  cannot  wisely,  Qiey  cannot  safety, 
disegard  the  deliberate,  settled  opinions  of  the 
powers  of  two-thirds  of  its  exports.  This 
interest  is  too  powerfril  in  wealth,  numbers, 
sod  tslenta,  to  be  tbns  treated.  I  aak  not,  T  do 
not  inannatA,  that  the  decision  of  this  question 
i)  to  be  left  to  them.  No,  sir ;  this  whole  sul)- 
J«ct  is  to  be  weighed  and  decided  by  the  major- 
ity, who  feel  not  the  interest  and  partake  not 
iii  the  opinions  of  the  population  allnded  to. 
I  oak  that  mf^ority,  in  framing  their  own  opin- 
DioTu,  to  spread  out  this  whole  country  before 
their  mind  a  eye.  You  know  that  sore  restless- 
nen  exists,  if  yon  will  not,  and  think  you  can- 
not appease  it.  It  is  nnwise,  it  is  unsafe,  to 
incresM  it  The  arguments  which  the  com- 
mittee have  heard  from  others,  prove  clearly 
tint  this  road  conid  get  but  few  votes  in  its 
&Tor,  upon  a  simple  comparison  of  public  and 
^Deral  utility  wiui  its  cost.  The  abstraet  prin- 
ciple of  internal  improvement  with  its  oonnec- 
tiKi  with  the  Amencan  system  (as  it  is  called) 
is  to  carry  the  bilL  if  carried  at  alL  Should 
ihb  bin  pass,  I  ah<nud  regard  it  as  conclusive, 
thai  the  purpme  of  this  Oovemment,  to  keep 
the  present  grinding  oppression  of  the  Sonth 
^p  to  its  present  amount,  is  fixed.  I  have  an 
xrfol  feeling  on  this  point  I  know  well  the 
opiuioDS  of  my  own  oonstitoents,  and  we  all 
at'iv  tbot  one  common  feeling,  on  this  subject, 
l-rrrides  the  whole  southern  country.  They 
tusot,  tor  one  moment,  be  diq>ed  into  the 


belief  that  the  inequality  they  are  snbjected  to, 
is,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be  made  to  them 
hy  the  disbursements  of  the  Government.  The 
best,  the  most  they  could  hope  for,  under  the 
operation  of  this  internal  improvement  system, 
is  an  effect  sometimes  seen  in  the  conduct  of  a 
^Mculator,  who,  finding  that  the  stock  on  hand 
has  fallen  in  price,  goes  on  purchasing  on  a 
falling  market,  whereby  he  lowers  the  average, 
but  increases  his  loss.  So  long,  therefore,  as 
the  southern  country  pays  two  dollars  tax  for 
every  one  dollar  of  tbattax  that  is  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  will  it  he  plain  to  them  that,  even  on  an 
equal  application  of  the  revenue  to  all  parts  of 
the  Union,  they  will  be  losers  one  hundred  per 
cent ;  bnt  they  know  they  are  to  lose  more. 
They  have  no  warrant  for  ^e  beliei^  that  those 
who  now  see  not  that  they  are  unequally  taxed- 
will  ever  be  less  unequal  in  the  application  of 
the  proceeds.  Should  any  thing  be  done  in 
their  country,  under  the  name  of  internal  im- 

Srovement,  they  well  do  know  that,  for  every 
ollar  thus  received,  they  will  pay  five;  and 
from  the  manner  such  works  must  and  will  be 
executed,  their  own  contribntions  to  the  partio- 
uUr  work  ilself  will  exceed  its  value,  Bot, 
sir,  if  this  bill  passes,  tbey  see  not  in  it  a  dis- 
pontion  to  give  them  one  dollar  in  five  of  their 
own  money.  They  cannot  r^ard  the  money 
as  appropriated  to  open  the  road.  No,  sir; 
they  will  believe  that  the  road  is  to  be  opened 
to  appropriate  the  money.  I  shall  say  nothing 
of  the  want  of  lawful  power  which  should  now 
hold  our  hand.  Reasons,  good,  for  declining  to 
argue  that  question  here,  wero  stated  in  the 
opening  of  the  debate.     Bat  the  deep,  the 


consequences,  when  yon  take  into  view  their 
equally  settled  opinion,  that  the  oppression 
arises  from  the  exertion  of  nnauthori^ed  pow- 
er in  the  manner  the  taxes  are  laid.  This  mode 
of  continuing  these  taxes,  or  increasing  them,  is 
also  by  them  regarded  as  nnconstitntional.  The 
state  of  feeling  and  of  opinion  thns  entertained 
by  tiie  South,  I  wish  taken  up  and  considered  as 
a  substantive  argument  in  itself^  unconnected 
with  the  idea  of  its  being  well  or  ill  founded. 
Yon  osnnot  say  it  is  capricious;  yoa  cannot 
say  it  is  entitled  to  no  respect ;  the  opinion  has 
been  long  fixed,  it  is  identified  with  the  soil ; 
it  is  now,  and  always  has  been,  the  deliberate 
oonvictJon  of  many  of  the  dearest  heads  and 
Bonndest  hearts  of  this  or  any  other  country. 
It  pervades  a  large,  a  powerful  section  of  conn- 
try,  marked  out  by  natural  boundaries.  The 
lawgiver  who  acts  in  contempt  or  disregard  of 
opinions,  thus  situated,  acts  unwisely;  he  treads 
on  danger's  ^ddy  brink.  Ur.  Jefferson  is  often 
cited  as  authority  here  on  all  sides  \  the  fixed 
opinion  of  New  England  eansed  him  to  give  up 
the  embargo.  The  opinion  of  Massachnsetts 
was  not  more  firmly  or  warmly  set  against  the 
embargo,  than  is  that  of  the  whole  South 
against  the  tariff,  and  this  mode  of  continuing 
or  increasing  it,    Onr  federative  system  is  sup- 
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posed  to  be  wiaelj  contrived  to  Beonre  as  much 
of  enei^  as  Is  oonHiBMnt  with  Ihopreaervation 
of  liberty ;  but,  sir,  the  lawgiver  who  acts  on 
these  States  as  one  compact  whole,  and  regards 
not  the  opinions,  naj,  the  pr^ndioes  of  large 
compact  minorities,  knows  nothing  of  the  spirit 
in  which  the  constitntion  was  formed,  or  the 
practical  Bdministration  h;  which  our  Union, 
nnder  it,  can  be  presetred. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Sb>pisd  said  he  did  not  rise  at 
that  late  hoar,  with  anj  desire  of  entering  foil; 
into  tlie  disonsMon  of  the  salijact  bef(««  the 
oommittee.  I  have  (svd  Ur.  S.)  no  snoh  nn- 
charitable  intention ;  I  merelj'  wish  to  explain 
the  reasons  why  I  shonld  give  the  vote  I  intend 
to  do  on  this  occasion.    And  this,  sir,  would 


7  motives  might  oUierwise  be  misunderatDod. 
Perhspa  in  the  oonrse  of  my  observations  I  ma/ 
be  induced  to  take  a  short  excordon  along  this 
rood,  with  the  view  of  picking  np  a  few  strag- 

flers  by  the  way  side.  This  anbject  has  been 
iscnssed  npon  two  gTOunds — its  constitution- 
ality and  iU  utility.  I  had  hoped,  sir,  after  the 
abandonment  of  the  constitutional  groond  of 
objection  by  the  honorable  gentleman  fhim 
Virginia,  we  should  have  taken  the  question  as 
settled,  that  the  General  Government  have  the 
right  to  proeeoate  works  of  improvement  with- 
in the  bonnds  of  tlie  several  States. 

[Here  Mr.  Basbodb  interrupted  Mr,  S.,  Mid 
denied  he  had  abandoned  that  ground.] 

I  have  no  intention  of  roaming  over  the  nn- 
inerouB  reasons  why  the  Generu  Government 
has  this  power;  bat  would  merely  observe, 
that  it  is  very  surprising  to  see  gentiemen  de- 
nying this  power,  who  admit  ouier  construc- 
tions of  a  more  evil  or  dangerous  tendency.  It 
is  the  praotice  of  those  who  advocate  tlua  re- 
strictive constrnctioD  of  the  constitution,  to  ap- 
peal to  Mr.  Jefferson  as  to  a  pore  fonnt^a  of 
tmth,  undefiled ;  they  catch  at  the  slightest 
word  which  has  fallen  from  him,  and  regard  it 
as  an  incontrovertible  political  axiom.  And 
yet,  sir,  the  most  remaruble  instance  of  ooo- 
atmotive  power  ever  assnmad  by  this  Govern- 
ment was  under  his  administration,  and  by  his 
recommendation.  I  mean  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana.  I  would  ask  those  who  rely  on  this 
authori^  for  the  correct  construction  of  the 
conBtitution,  to  show  me  the  clause  which  gave 
the  power  of  purchasing  Louiuana  to  Uie  Gen- 
eral Government ;  and,  if  they  cannot  find  it 
expressed  Utidem  verbit,  will  they  stand  upon 
this  floor  and  condemn  that  purchase  t  Will 
they  condemn  an.  act  which  brought  a  new 
world  into  existence,  and  opened  the  fertile  and 
prosperous  West  to  the  industry  and  enterprise 
of  OUT  fellow-citizens  t  I  mention  Uiis  fact, 
with  no  intention  of  derogating  from  the  well- 
earned  fame  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  sa  an  instanoe 
of  his  practical  construction  of  the  constitutioo. 
If  his  opinion  changed,  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  we  should  wander,  even  with  the  divine 
PlaJ»,    It  is  anneoessary  to  go  very  remotely 
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back  for  preoedenta  of  oonstmotive  powers — 
we  can  find  them  snScienUy  numerous  by  duly 
observation  in  this  House.  It  has  not  tieen 
many  days  since  we  oonstrned  two  "little 
words  "  into  a  statute  of  Virg^ia,  in  order  to 
eject  one  member  from  hia  seat,  and  put  an- 
other one  in  it.  And  for  this  we  had  tlie  e£B- 
cient  liA  of  the  honorable  gentieman  from  Yir- 

f'nia,  who  spoke  so  feelingly  against  this  bill. 
followed  his  example ;  for  I  thought  his  con- 
struction the  right  one,  although  the  reasons 
for  it  would  not  be  entirely  satisfaotory  to  a 
plain  man,  who  understands  words  by  their 
apparent  meanings.  The  tmth  is,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  8tat«s  was  intended  to  save 
the  country  from  misery  and  anarchy.  It  b  a 
grant  of  enumerated  powers;  powers  which 
could  sot  be  very  rigidly  or  stricUy  defined. 
The  wants  of  a  great  and  growing  nation  coold 
not  be  anticipated  or  imagined ;  and  so  long  as 
the  exercise  of  those  powers  tends  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  and  prosperity,  the;  answer  the 
^eat  end  for  whicn  they  were  designed.  It  is 
immaterial  what  set  of  politidana  are  called  to 
the  administration  of  thb  Government — thej 
will  find  themselves  compelled  to  adopt  the 
construction  now  contended  for.  Upon  any 
other,  the  Government  may  reel  on  ita  fteble 
existence  tor  a  few  yeara,  and  finally  be  dis- 
solved by  its  o«m  weakness.  We  have  heard 
sllouona  made  in  the  oonrae  of  this  debate,  to 
tiiose  persona  who  derire  a  great  and  splendid 
Government  If  by  a  splendid  Government, 
gentlemen  mean  a  Qovemm«it  which  carries 
tta  blessings  into  the  remotest  comers  of  its  do- 
minjims,  which  peoples  its  forests  with  a  living 
and  industrious  multitude,  which  b  hailed  witfi 
gratitude  and  joy  in  the  remotest  tog  bouse  be- 
yond the  mountains,  I  am,  sir,  for  a  splendid 
Government,  I  would  r^oice  to  see  the  day 
when  the  name  of  an  American  citizen,  like 
that  of  the  ancient  Boman,  would  he  a  protec- 
tion on  every  sea,  and  a  terror  to  tyrants  on 
every  land.  But  if  nothing  more  is  meant  than 
a  oimtinuBl  playing  with  the  passions  and  prej- 
udices of  the  people,  fur  the  offices  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  less  we  have  of  sncb  splendor  the 
better.  To  be  h^py  and  fi:«e,  we  most  be 
great.  By  greatness  I  do  not  mean  the  volop- 
tuons  splendor  of  an  eastern  monarch,  a  mere 
sensual  enjoyment,  the  indolence  of  one,  main- 
tained by  the  sacrifice  of  millions ;  I  mean  ttiat 
greatness  which  demands  and  obtains  the  re- 
spect of  the  world ;  which  ensures  to  the  poor- 
est citizen  of  the  community  personal  security, 
the  means  of  obt^inx  plenty,  and  a  fair  field 
for  the  exercise  of  all  tne  enerdes  of  his  nature. 
The  most  melancholy  fbrebtdiDgs  have  been 
indulged  in,  shonld  we  continue  to  progreBs 
with  this  system  of  opening  roads,  making  ca- 
nals, and  deepening  harbors.  The  &t«  of  Rome 
has  been  brought  before  ,oa,  and  painted  in 
vivid  colors;  her  passion  for  splendor  has  beoR 
assigned  as  the  legitimate  canse  of  her  d^ada- 
tion  and  misery.  Rome  was  a  nation  of  war- 
riors ;  her  splendid  ways  were  constructed  to 
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transport  ber  conquering  legions  to  enHlftve  na- 
tioiisi  ihe  lived  b^  the  plander  of  the  world : 
d^fUing  oommerce  and  the  pnrsaita  of  civil 
life,  she  had  no  ooenpation.  hut  that  of  war. 
Tbe  eompuiBon,  therefore,  i»  not  mut^ed ; 
our  nnula  are  intended  to  draw  closer  the  bond 
of  nnioQ  ;  to  drive,  hj  a  nearer  and  more  fa- 
miliar intereonrae,  barbarism  and  hostile  feel- 
ings from  unons  qb  ;  tA  unite  us,  bf  the  closeBt 
of  lU  tiea,  tiie  tie  of  interest.  Bu^  sir,  sbonld 
ihi*  devout  end  not  be  obtained,  shoiild  tba  ana 
ofonrhoriion  ran  his  ecUptio  oonrse  through 
as  brilliant  a  gala^7  aa  that  of  anoien*  Roma, 
and  finallj  «et  in  aa  mild  a  splendor  a«  that  of 
modem  Ital;^,  the  land  of  aoience  and  of  gloi7, 
tbia  woold  be  better,  fiir  bettor,  than  twenty- 
four  pettj,  Jarring,  independoit  tribes,  the  natn- 
n]  and  inevitable  result  of  the  opposite  doctrine. 
la  the  one  ease,  w«  maj  leave  something  for 
tlie  itadj-  and  admiration  of  mankind ;  in  the 
other,  a  great  deal  for  his  aoom  and  contempL 
Equally  unfortunate,  in  my  estimation,  was  Uie 
allusion  made  to  the  present  condition  of  Eng- 
land.  Her  immense  debt,  which  weigha  so 
hcavilf  npon  the  indnatry  of  ber  people,  was 
not  incarred  by  makiog  rcMds  or  cutting  canals, 
but  in  nnneeesBary  wars ;  so  &>r  from  it,  that 
tha  very  existence  of  that  country  is  now  to  he 
attributed  to  its  high  Btat«  of  Improvement,  to 
Ih«  facility  of  intercourse  through  every  section, 
b;  means  of  which  the  indastry  of  every  part 
of  tbe  popnlation  is  wafted  to  every  quarter  of 
tlie  Torid.  By  means  of  the  twenty-flve  or 
thirty  canals  uniting  the  east«rn  with  the  west- 
bisection  of  England,  the  spirit  and  iutelligence 
of  the  capital  is  conveyed  in  a  fruitful  stream 
throoghont  the  kingdom.  We  have  seen  Eng- 
land, with  a  population  of  ten  or  fifteen  mU- 
liona,  muntainius  a  firm  uid  invincible  front 
(gainat  hostile  Enrope.  We  have  seen  her 
warring  in  every  hemisphere,  the  last  refuse 
tod  only  hop^  of  free  principles  in  the  old 
KOrid! 

To  what  are  we  to  attribute  thta  indomitable 
^ritt  And  whence  did  she  draw  the  treasure 
to  Enstun  thin  protiraeted  straggle  t  Iler  peo- 
ple, on  beholding  the  land  of  their  birth  ren- 
dered a  garden,  and  endeared  by  their  industry, 
vonld  lure  died  sooner  than  have  permitted 
tbesp<uler  to  have  entered  their  territory.  In 
tbe  course  of  this  debate,  we  have  heard  the 
remirk  of  a  celebrat«d  British  orator,  "  that 
tbe  power  of  the  (si)wn  had  inoraoaed,  was  iu- 
trea^ng,  and  ought  to  be  diminished,"  applied 
to  this  Government  This  may  be  true,  sir, 
bat  there  ia  no  evidence  of  it  To  ascertain  if 
Ibere  ia  a  probable  foundation  for  the  remark, 
let  u  look  at  the  occnrrences  of  the  last  few 
THn.  We  have  seen  an  administration  harled 
Iran]  ita  seat  by  a  spontaneous  burst  of  the 
popolar  voice  i  not  because  tbe  constitution  had 
™t  violated,  not  because  the  liberty  of  any 
one  litd  been  assuled,  but  from  a  bare  suspicion 
^  nnlaimess  had  been  used  in  preventing  the 
<ill  of  the  m^ority.  And  although,  now,  no  i 
'xwn^le  man  belieres  there  was  any  comqi- : 
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tion  in  the  choice,  though  tbe  charge  baa  been 
conugned  to  the  "  kennel  of  forgotten  calum- 
nies, the  bare  existence  of  this  ciroamstance  ia 
proof  of  the  nucoutrolled  and  uncontrollable 
power  of  the  people  in  the  administration  of 
this  Government  Does  not  this  House  daily 
exhibit  that  they  are  tremblindy  alive  to  tbe 
opinion  of  their  constitnents !  That  the  slight- 
est mnrmur  of  disapprobation  at  home  sounds 
like  thunder  in  their  ears!  How,  then,  can  we 
imagine  the  power  of  the  Qovernment  is  in- 
oreaaing  t  Are  we  prepared  to  adopt  the  nulli- 
fying notions  that  seem  to  have  atmck  so  forci- 
bly the  imaginations  of  some  of  oar  pdliticisns  t 
I  hope  not ;  I  do  not  despair  of  th'e  repnbllo, 
bnt  have  great  confidence  in  the  permanence  ot 
our  institutions.  And,  although  I  iiSet  widely 
from  many  of  the  opponeDts  of  this  bill,  I  can- 
not vote  for  it.  I  do  not  think  the  eniediency 
or  necessity  of  a  road  from  Buffalo  to  Sew  Or- 
leans has  been  shown  to  the  House.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  G«neral  Government  has  the 
power  to  execute  the  work ;  bnt  I  cannot  oon- 
sent  to  expend  so  large  a  amn  of  money  as  this 
road  will  require,  for  an  object  the  utility  of 
which  ia  so  donhtfnL  I  will  not  repeat  the  ar- 
guments which  have  jnstfidlenfrom  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  from  New  York ;  to  my  mind 
they  are  perfectly  satisfactory  of  the  iaezpe- 
diency  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  RAMsar,  of  Fennaylvania,  ntoke  in  ex- 
planation of  hia  former  rediarks,  referred  to  by 
some  gentlemen. 

Ur.  Carson  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  bis  colleague,  Mr.  Snapi^n. 

Ur.  WiosuFFB  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  bill,  with  a  view  of  refuung 
leave  to  sit  again,  and  discDS«ng  the  amend- 
ment in  the  House ;  but 

The  Chiur  prononnoed  the  motion  oat  of 

Mr.  Storks  replied  to  some  remarks  of  Ur, 
Rahsbt,  In  reference  to  hia  oonree  on  this  bill ; 

After  some  further  explanation  between  Ur. 
Shepabd  and  Ur.  Cabsok, 
The  committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Ur.  As- 


Fbidat,  April  2. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  proposing  to  set  apart  every  other 
Thursday  for  such  legislation  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

After  a  good  deal  of  debate  on  the  part  of 
Uessrs.  Spbioht  and  P.  P.  Basbodb,  against  tbe 
resolation,  and  Uessrs.  Uallabt,  Davis,  and 
InaxBSOLi-  in  its  favor,  and  an  inefibetnal  at- 
tempt of  Hr.  BAKsotm  to  lay  It  on  the  table, 
the  resolation  was  adopted — yeas  86.  nays  TO 
— 80  modified  as  to  oommence  next  Thnrsday. 

SATtlBDAT,  ApiU  S. 

Pentiont. 

The  House  took  up  the  following  resotutioily 
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"JIocImJ,  That  the  Committee  oa  IDtitaiy  Pen- 
aioQi  be  iiutracled,  ■greetbl;  to  the  Preaident'i 
rtcomineiiditioa  in  his  messa^  of  the  Biith  of  De- 
cember last,  to  rerise  the  petulon  law,  for  the  pui^ 
poBe  of  citcndlng  ila  benefil*  to  eierj  soldier  who 
aided  in  establiAhmg  our  liberties,  and  who  is  nnable 
to  muntain  himself  in  comfort,  and  to  report  to  the 
House  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  And,  also,  that  aatd 
comndtlee  be  further  instructed,  agreeably  to  said 
recommendation,  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  all 
those  who  were,  during  the  last  war,  disabled  from 
Bupporting  themselvei  bj  numuil  labor." 

Ur.  B&ns  said,  the  applicAtions  for  peosions 
are  anmeroas,  which  do  not  oome  within  the 
range  of  the  proTtsiDiu  of  the  penaiws  I&wb, 
and  for  which  proTision  ought  to  be  made,  if 
made  at  all,  bj  a  general  law,  and  not  bj  spe- 
cial acts.  In  order  to  take  the  jodgment  of  the 
Hoase  Qpon  the  proprietj  of  pasains  sooh  gen- 
eral law,  the  committee  thoaght  it  oest  to  pre- 
sent the  qnestion  in  the  form  of  a  resolution, 
that  it  might  be  stripped  of  the  embairassmeuts 
and  refiiges  which  tjie  details  of  a  bill  oreal« ; 
and  he  snppoBed  it  would  be  expected  of  him 
in  a  few  words  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Honse  to  Its  import  and  general  bearing. 

The  resolution  (be  sua)  embodies  precisely 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  in  his 
message  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  no  more,  no  less.  It  involves  two 
propositions,  the  one  relating  to  the  soldiers  of 
the  revolution,  the  other  to  tlie  invalids  of  the 
lost  war.  The  first  proposition  is  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  the  existing  law  to  "  ever;  soldier  of 
the  revolution  who  aided  in  achieving  onrliber- 
'  ties,  and  wbo  is  unable  to  muntun  himself  in 
oonifort."  To  extend  the  existing  pension  law 
—the  act  of  16S8,  BO  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
officers,  was  founded  on  compact;  and,  so  far 
as  respects  the  soldiers,  it  gives  pensions  only 
to  those  who  served  to  tbe  close  of  the  war,  Ac, 
without  any  reference  to  their  ability  or  in- 
ability to  support  themselves  J  and  has,  there- 
fore, no  application  to  the  sutyect  in  hand. 
The  !bw  of  1618  gives  a  pension  to  thoee  of 
the  continental  establishment,  who,  at  one 
period  of  the  war,  or,  in  the  language  of  the 
act,  "  at  any  period  of  the  war,  served  for  the 
term  of  nine  months  or  longer,"  and  who  were 

V  the  construction  whiob  has  been  given  to  this 
^>^t,  thode  whose  enlistment  was  for  a  shorter 

'-  term  than  nine  months,  whatever  might  have 
been  their  term  of  service,  are  excluded,  and 
those,  also,  who  enlisted  fur  nine  months,  and 
bj  captivity  were  prevented  from  serving  in 
the  army.  For  these  two  classes  provision  has 
been  miuie  by  the  bill  thathas  gone  to  the  Sen- 
ate; and  which,  by  (rreat  grace  and  favor,  bos 
reached  the  honor  of  a  second  reading,  upon  a 
call  (^  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  vote  of  nineteen  to 
seventeen.  Mr.  B.  said  be  congratulated  the 
House  upon  this  occastoa  It  mi{^t  grow  to  be 
of  Bcrae  unportancein  this  Qovemment,  for  the 
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bill  of  tlie  last  Congress  did  not  arrive  even  to 
that  honor.  Do  what  yon  will  to  these  old  sol- 
diers, but  hear  them.  And  if  they  are  not  to  be 
heard,  let  this  House  be  heard  in  their  behalf, 
at  least  with  the  usual  forms  of  respect  and  at- 
tention. The  resolution,  therefore,  only  covers, 
beyond,  the  cases  of  those  who,  under  different 
enlistments,  served  nine  months,  or,  under  one 
or  more  emistments,  a  shorter  term  than  nine 
months. 

There  was  another  class  of  troops,  now  known 
as  State  troops,  eleven  regiments,  or  rather 
battaliqit^  for  they  consisted  of  but  five  hun- 
dred men  each,  who  are  also  provided  for  by 
the  bill  now  in  the  Senate,  leaving  those  only 
to  be  embraced  by  the  resolution,  who  serv^ 
for  a  shorter  time  than  nine  months,  or  nine 
months  at  different  times. 

The  third  class  consists  of  tbe  militia  and 
volnnteerB,  who,  at  all  times,  were  nsefU,  and, 
on  many  occasions,  saw  very  hard  service. 

The  proposition,  then,  is  to  give  relief  to  alt 
the  soloiers  of  the  revolution,  whether  conti- 
nental. State,  militia,  or  volnnteer,  who  are  un- 
able to  maint^n  themselves  in  comfort,  as  a  na- 
tional memorial,  and  testimonial  of  our  gratitude 
and  jostice,  of  their  merit  and  worth,  and  of 
the  glorioas  results  of  their  services — a  fbll 
penmon  to  those  who  served  nine  months,  and 
apro  rata  pension  to  those  who  served  less. 
Inia,  however,  to  be  fixed  in  the  detuls  of  the 
bill  as  may  be  thought  proper. 

The  second  proposition  is  to  give  a  pension 
to  those  "  who  were  during  the  last  war  dis- 
abled from  supporting  themselves  by  manual 
labor  f "  Those  who  were  disabled  by  known 
woimds  are  now  provided  for,  leaving  only 
those  for  the  resolution  to  act  upon  wbo  were 
disabled  by  other  means,  such  as  nardships,  ez- 
Murea,  &o.,  Ac. 

Thns  far  for  the  Import  of  the  resolotion. 
As  to  ita  bearing  upon  the  Treasury,  if  it  should 
'--  consommated  mto  a  law,  the  committee, 

ire  that  they  would  be  called  upon  to  state 
the  number  of  soldiers  it  would  embrace,  ad- 
dressed throngh  the  Hoilse  a  resolation  to  the 
head  of  the  department  wbo  hea  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  subject,  and  all  the  means  of  in- 
formation in  relation  to  it,  accessible  or  known 
to  the  committee,  which  be  asked  the  Clerk  to 
read,  with  the  Secretary's  answer  to  it : 

Hr.  Batxs,  from  the  Committee  on  Hililary  Pen- 
sions, reported  the  lUlowlng  resoluUon,  which  was 
adopted : 

Bfolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
. .  report  to  this  House  the  probable  number  of  sur- 
viving revolutionary  olflceni  and  soldiers  (not  pro- 
vided  for  by  the  existing  peodon  law)  who  aided  in 
eslablishing  the  liberties  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  are  unable  to  maintain  themselves  in  comfort ; 
detignattng.  as  nearly  as  may  be,  such  as  belonged 
to  At  continental  eslabllihment,  and  sach  as  were 
mgolar  troops  of  the  tine  of  the  army,  but  not  of 
the  continental  establishment,  and  known  as  State 
troops;  as, also, such  OB  belonged  to  the  militia  of 
the  States,  severally,  vliether  as  volunteers  or  other- 
wlie,  and  what  additioual  appropriations  wilt  be 
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■WMMrj  W  meet  tba  newi  of  tbe 

Iba  KspMt,  u  disclosed  In  hla  menage  at   the 

epmag  of  tbe  preseot  tenioii  of  Coninvn;  ind, 

foriiur.  W  report  tha  probable  nuober  of  those  who 
veiT.  iaiiag  the  Ute  vsr,  disabled  from  Bnpporting 
IlKOKlTee  bj  nuniial  labor,  and  who  ara  not  pro- 
tided  for  b|  existing  lav. 

WiB  DirAiTifDrr,  I9lh  Jaimmy,  1S30. 
Tht  nioluliOD  of  the  Honse  of  Represent&tiTee, 
of  the  Ulh  Jaanatj  instaot,  relative  to  the  Dumber 
«f  gurriTiDg  reTolutionary  officers,  kc,  cannot  l>e 
fcUj  tod  nliifactorilT  answered  by  any  iotonnalion 
ATI  Git  in  this  department.  The  enclosed  commuoi- 
ctfiou  from  the  priocipal  clerk  of  tbe  Pension  Bu- 
nu  ia  >  reply,  to  the  extent  that  the  records  of 
4e  Wit  Dcputment  will  permit. 

Verj  reipeotfuDjr, 

1.  a.  EATOK. 
AiDUB  Brnrvsoa,  Esq. 

Bpattr  of  (A*  Bvhk  of  BtpettaitaHMt. 
Was  DtFiBmxt, 
J'duum  Offiee,  JoKHarj  IB,  ISSO. 
6n:  In  relation  to  the  reaolatioa  of  (be  House  of 
BtprcMlliCiTes,  of  the  11th  instant,  respecting  the 
nfiiinj  officen  and  soldiers  of  the  rerolutioaary 
nr,  I  luTe  lo  inform  joa  that  the  archirea  of  this 
depsrlmut  furnish  no  data  upon  which  an  estimate 
coulii  be  made,  as  to  the  probable  Dumber  of  those 
vho  belonged  to  the  State  regiments,  Totunteera, 
ud  leililia.  daring  the  rerolutionary  war.  Of  such 
troops  ve  hare  no  rolls,  except  the  three  State  Reg- 
imtDU  of  Virginia.  Of  the  number  of  Virginia 
Slale  troope,  now  living,  I  can  form  nothing  like  an 
srcurile  csknlatioD  :  possibly  a  hundred  may  still 
Kirriie,  and  perbapa  three-fourths  of  them  might 
aik  for  aaaiitance,  if  a  law  should  pass  embracine 
tlxir  case*.  IT  all  who  serred  on  the  continental 
MtaUtsbDMnl  ars  comprehended  in  the  i«solmion, 
it  wodU  embrace  men  who  served  for  six  and  eight 
nunlhs.  What  portion  of  these  are  now  alive,  and 
m  uecdj  clrcunistancea,  I  am  unable  to  deterioine, 
bat  four  hundred  woidd,  1  think,  be  a  large  e«ii- 

I  have  no  means  of  tscertuning  what  nnmber  ol 
pemiu  were  disabled  during  the  last  war,  who  are 
incapable  of  maiDtaining  themseWes  by  manual  la- 
bor, and  who  are  not  provided  for  by  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  yonr 
obedient  servant,  i.  L.  EDWABDS. 

Hon.  JoBX  H.  EaTO!(,  Steraary  of  War. 

Iff.  B.  said  he  called  for  tLe  reading  of  lliese 
papers  nther  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what 
b  not  attainable  than  what  ia  obtained.  Inas- 
Bmeh  as  this  mcunre  was  recommeDded  "hj  the 
FreddeDt  the  eoininittoe  thought  it  dne  to  him 
to  call  npoa  the  af^ropriate  departnteDt  of  his 
cabinet  for  such  facts  and  information  as  might 
be  nsefhl  in  Justifying  and  sostaining  it.  Bat, 
from  the  condition  of  the  records  of  the  army, 
and  tbe  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  Impossible  to 
fonn  a  aadsfactor;  opinion  npon  the  saliject, 
B*  would  not,  therefore,  venture  to  give  one. 
The  fact  can  only  be  ascertained  now,  as  it  was 
ia  1818  aod  1828,  by  experiment  Of  one  fact, 
however,  and  the  only  one  material,  we  are 
unred,  and  that  is  the  ability  of  the  Treaanry 
■  lo  meet  tbe  demand  which  tbe  resolution  may 
veate  npon  it    The  House  onght  not  to  for- 


get that  time  has  thinned  tbe  ranks  of  these 
men,  and  abridged  the  life  of  all  of  them  by 
twelve  yearssincetbeactof  ISie.  Theamonnt 
of  the  immediate  demand  will  be  much  less  than 
i§  expected,  he  thought,  and  it  will  be  a  gradn- 
ally  and  rapidly  decreaaiug  demand.  These 
men  will  eoon  cease  totroubie  yon.  The  lastof 
them  will  soon  be  gone.  The  measure  mast, 
therefore,  reslu  for  ita  basis,  apon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  President,  who  donbtlesa  con- 
sidered it  well  before  he  recommended  it  to 
Congress,  and  npon  the  great  and  obviona  and 
— --'ersaJly  admitted  juBlioe  and  propriety  of 


He  congratulated  the  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tion that  the  Freeident  had  pledged  the  anthori- 
t;  of  his  name,  and  staked  to  the  nation  his  ia- 
flnence  with  Congress  in  their  behalf.  It  was 
on  act  worthy  of  a  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  onght  never  to  be  heard  in  a  conn- 
try  like  ours,  that  these  men  are  leit  to  suffer 
front  want,  or  even  to  feel  that  they  have  been 
rigoroasly  and  harshly  dealt  by,  and  he  hoped 
to  hear  no  more  of  paying  the  national  debt 
nntil  this,  the  most  ancient,  jnst  and  sacred,  is 
first  met  and  cancelled.  Bir,  (stud  be,)  there 
never  was  a  race  of  men  so  trifled  with  as  these 
men  have  been,  whose  feelings  and  honor  were 
held  in  such  cheap  account.  In  1918,  yon  gave 
them  a  pension.  In  1820,  as  soon  as  they  ad- 
justed themselves  to  their  new  condition  of 
comfort,  jaa  took  it  awaj.  By  the  some  act, 
and  that  of  1823,  you  readmitted  a  portion  of 
them  to  the  penuon  roll,  hut:  opon  tnis  condi- 
tion— a  sworn  confession  of  ahsolnte  pauper- 
ism, nay,  yon  reqtured  proof  of  it  upon  inspec- 
tion, and  valuation.  Yon  searched  their  tent* 
as  if  they  had  been  felons,  not  to  ascertaip 
where  they  get  their  plunder,  but  what  they 
had,  and  what  they  had  done  with  what  they 
had  not  Yon  made  him  account  for  the  twin 
lambs  he  hod  given  his  children  for  the  rearing, 
and  for  the  cradle  his  wife  had  given  to  his 
daughter  opon  her  marriage.  Ton  charged  him 
with  the  money  he  had  pud  for  services  filial 
piety  had  rendered,  ouless  he  could  show  an  an- 
tecedent contract  which  no  parent  ordiuarily 
would  have  thought  of  proposing,  and  no  son, 
Dnless  a  bastard  or  on  ontcast,  of  making.  In 
lB28-'29,  no  sooner  had  a  ne  w  rnle  been  adopt«d, 
more  just  more  liberal,  and  in  my  view  more 
conformable  to  the  act  of  1818  than  the  old  one 
was,  and  tbe  hopes  of  these  men,  which  bad 
become  dead,  been  revived,  and  their  crutches 
pnt  in  moUon, — for  they  had  no  time  to  lose — 
no  sooner  had  they  set  out  npon  their  pilgrtniago 
to  the  conrt-housea,  to  get  their  papers,  than 
the  rnle  was  rereraed--4he  .Government  had 
changed  Ita  mind — "  as  yon  were,"  was  the 
order  from  the  War  Department.  Of  course, 
all  their  expense  and  trouble  were  incurred  for 
nothing.  I  repeat,  sir,  there  never  were  men 
so  trifled  with.  Age,  infirmity,  poverty,  and 
BufTering  had  been  sported  with,  not  by  the 
boys  of  Bethel,  but  by  Oon^sa.  Hero,  sir — 
less  here  than  elesewhere.    Fair  speeches  will 


.yGoogle 


ABEIDGMENT  OF  THE 


enough.  Let  the  qnestion  be  settled,  once  . 
forever.  Let  the  olaima  of  these  men  be  ad' 
mitted  and  satisfied,  or  rejected ;  for,  in  refer- 
ence to  thia  stiltleot,  hope  given  np  is  prefera- 
ble to  hope  defeired.  Let  them  have  at  least  the 
quiet  of  despair.  I  mj  aj^in,  that  I  congratu- 
bte  them  tliat  the  President  has  interpcfled  in 
their  behalf.  It  is  proof  that  he  knows  what 
ia  dae  to  them,  and  what  is  due  to  onrselvea, 
to  onr  own  character  and  honor;  and  I  call 
upon  the  House  to  sanation  the  meaanre  he  has 


MOHDAT,  April  S. 
Judge  Ptek. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  James 
H.  Peek,  Judge  of  the  United  6tat«a  district 
oonrt  for  the  district  of  Hissaori,  in  relation  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Jadieiarf , 
made  to  the  Honse  on  the  23d  oitimo,  on  the 
memorial  of  Lnke  E.  Lawlees,  in  which  report 
it  is  proposed  that  he  (the  said  judge)  be  im- 
peached for  high  misdemeanors  in  office,  praying 
the  House  to  receive  from  him  a  written  ex- 
position of  the  whole  case,  embracing  both  the 
acts  and  the  law,  and  that  he  may  have  process 
to  call  his  witnesses  from  the  State  of  Uissonri, 
in  support  of  his  statement,  before  any  discas- 
aioQ  or  vote  be  taken  on  the  evidence  as  it  ii 
now  proKQted  with  the  report  of  the  commit 
tee — or,  if  that  cannot  be  granted,  he  prays  the 
House  "to  Tote  the  impeachment  at  once, 
without  any  discnsaion  on  that  partial  STidenoe 
which  presents  a  garbled  view  of  the  sul^ect, 
greatly  to  the  prejndice  of  the  memorialist, 
and  that  he  may  nave  as  speedy  an  oi)portanity 
OS  the  nature  of  the  case  will  allow,  to  exhibit 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  Senate,  and  before 
his  country,  the  entire  traosaction  in  all  its 
parts,  as  it  really  occnrred." 

The  report  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk, 

Hr.  Stobbb,  of  New  York,  moved  to  com- 
mit it  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which  is  oom- 
mittad  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Qommittee 
relative  to  Judge  Peck. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensood,  which  con' 
tinned  till  between  two  and  three  o'clock,  em- 
bracing in  its  range  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  the  propriety  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  committee  in  their 
investigation  of  the  subject,  the  history  of  other 
cases  of  impeachment  in  our  country  and  in 
Great  Britain,  and,  somewhat,  the  merits  of 
the  present  case.  Uesars.  Btobbs,  of  New 
Tork,  Out,  Bdobahan,  IvasBaoLL,  Butebb- 
LAUD,  WioKLDTE,  Pettib,  Bsll,  Spbnokb  of 
New  York,  Evkrbtt,  Btbono,  ConLTin,  and 
Cbaio,  of  Virginia,  took  part  In  the  debate. 
which  was  at  length  terminated,  by  a  successful 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  South  dvoltna,  to  lay 
the  memorial  on  the  table,  and  print  it 


"Hi,  Clat  said,  that  when  he  withdrew  bis 
otion  to  lay  this  memorial  on  the  table,  and 
print  it,  he  had  had  no  idea  that  such  a  discus- 
sion would  have  take  place  as  bad  since  arisen. 
Nor  could  he  perceive  the  propriety  of  the  de- 
bate under  snob  a  motion  as  had  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Storbs,) 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  He  had  greatly  misun- 
derstood the  memoriBl  of  Judge  Peck,  if  it  re- 
flected in  the  sliKhteet  degree  on  the  Judiciary 
Committee;  and  he  was  persuaded  that  those 
gentlemen  who  had  represented  that  paper  aa 
so  doing,  hod  entirely  misunderstood  its  tenor 
and  purpose.  All  that  the  Jud^  had  done  in 
his  petition  waa,  to  present  a  simple  statement 
of  facts,  and  to  aak  that  he  might  be  heard  be- 
fore he  waa  impeached.  He  had  ntt«red  no  re- 
Section  whatever,  either  on  tlie  Jndieiary  Com- 
mittee or  its  chairman ;  and  why  it  had  roused 
so  mncb  feeling  in  the  House,  be  was  utterly 
at  a  toss  to  understand.  He  might  be  mistaken, 
but  to  bim  it  seemed  that  the  whole  diqcnssioa 
out  of  order.    The  question  at  this  time 

not  whether  the  Judge  abonld  be  heard  at 

the  bar  of  tlie  House,  or  wnether  additional  tes- 
timony should  be  received.  Neither  of  these 
questions  was  at  all  involved  in  a  motion  to 
refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wholeon  the  state  of  the  Union;  yetthewhole 
discussion  seemed  to  have  gone  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  such  was  the  question,  and  gentlemen 
had  argued  it  on  the  ground  of  precedent  Aa 
to  precedents,  there  was  no  nnifonnity  in  them 
on  tills  Bultject  Ope  high  case  had  been  re- 
ferred to,  that  of  Warren  Hastings,  and  also 
that  of  Jndge  Chase.  But  the  practice  in  the 
several  States  differed  from  that  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  General  Government 
lu  liis  own  State,  (and  be  hoped  be  should 
be  con^dered  as  presumptuous  in  referring 
to  the  practice  of  a  State  which  bad  so  recently 
t«en  admitted  to  the  Union,)  the  course  pur- 
sued in  cases  of  impeachment  was  different: 
and  he  thought  there  were  many  inducements 
for  the  Honse  to  pursue  the  praotioe  there 
adopted.  He  could  not  unite  in  the  opinion 
that  the  House  should  proceed  precisely  sa  did 
a  grand  Jury  in  ordinary  cases  of  indictment 
The  preeeot  case  was  totally  different  A  great 
officer  had  been  aoaused  of  a  great  offence.  Did 
gentlemen  suppose,  could  they  think,  that, 
when  a  high  officer  of  the  Government  was  ao- 
cuaed  by  a  private  individual,  he  must,  on  the 
mere  »xparU  testimony  of  that  aoonser,  be  at 
onoe  impeached  ?  Mr.  C.  said  he  should  hesi- 
tate mnoh  before  he  could  subscribe  to  ncli 
an  opinion.  He  thonght  the  House  ongbt  to 
proceed  with  verr  great  caution.  Merely  to 
accuse,  was  not  all  that  was  necessary  in 'order 
to  have  a  Judge  impeached.  Some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  conceive  that  the  memorial  of  this 
petitioner  asked  that  witnesses  might  be  ex- 
amined at  the  bar  of  that  House ;  but  it  made 
no  such  request  directly.  It  only  asked  this  aa 
one  aUemative — thdt  bia  witnesses  might  be 
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hdrd  hare,  if  not  elsewhrav,  Ur.  0.  Inqaired 
Tb7  it  would  not  be  proper  to  appoint  oommia- 
Honera  to  lake  testimony  in  Juosonri  or  else- 
where) Vhn«  wonM  betlie  inoonvenieiice  of 
EDchsoonnet  Where  would  be  the  impro- 
prietj  of  inmiiig  commtaiioiia  to  individnaU  of 
reqweUbilitr,  to  take  testimony  on  the  spot 
wlwro  the  offence  had  occurred  ?  This  oonld 
be  done,  althoogh  that  House  was  not  the  trthn- 
Dsl  before  which  the  aconsed  was  to  be  tried. 
It  bad  Terj  troly  been  stated,  that  the  groand 
of  thisimpeaohm^tt  had  oocarr«d  some  four  or 
fire  jears  before.  The  case  had  at  that  time 
been  reforred  to  th«  Jndidarr  OommittM  of  the 
House,  who,  after  looking  at  it,  reqnesteil  to  be 
^Khaiged  iraai  its  farther  oon^OTation.  The 
same  eitraordinarT'  prosecntion  had  been  at- 
tempted  the  seoond  time,  but  with  no  better 
BQooess.  And  was  it  not  natoral  for  the  ae- 
taatA,  when  a  grand  jary  had  thus  twioe  made 
a  retain  of  ignanmmt,  to  suppose  that  he  was 
eiempt  from  anj  f^irther  molertation  on  the 
■ame  groQiid?  Barely  it  was ;  and  Jadge  Peck 
had  conoladed,  when,  in  a  seoond  instance,  a 
eompeteot  oommittee  of  that  Hoose  had  had  his 
case  before  them,  and  made  no  report  upon  it, 
that  be  was  exempt  fumi  further  troable. 
While  these  Guts  were  not  denied,  and  gentle- 
men looked  at  the  length  of  time  which  had 
MUM  elapsed,  they  must  allow  that  it  behooved 
tham,  as  eauold  and  honorable  mart,  to  act  in 
the  case  with  oantion  and  deliberation.  Vere 
gentluiien  prepared  to  dedde  on  the  proposition 
of  the  Jadge,  without  folly  eonsnltiug  the  pre- 
cedents t  It  had  been  to  allow  time  for  such 
u  euminaUoD,  that  he  had  made  the  motjon 
to  IsT  the  memorial  on  the  table,  and  print  it ; 
lad  he  mnst  be  permitted  to  say,  that  a  disons- 
iionlike  the  present  would,  in  his  Judgment, 
hire  been  more  proper  after  snoh  a  delay,  than 
it  waa  at  present. 

He  DOW  renewed  the  motion,  bnt  onoe  more 
withdrew  it  at  the  reqnoat  of  Hr.  Siobbs. 

Ur.  BuoBAxatr  said,  that  whilst  he  waa  in- 
floaioed  by  no  peraonal  (beling  in  thia  case,  he 
thogght  it  was  his  dnty  to  make  one  or  two  ez- 
l^uations  in  relation  to  some  matters  coq- 
tnaed  ia  ths  memorial  which  had  jnst  been 
iwd. 

Judge  Peek,  in  Oiat  memorial,  snggests  that ' 
the  Conunittee  on  the  Jndioiary  sent  for  snoh 
■itDewes  only  as  had  been  selected  by  Ur.  Law- 
leo.  That  ia  far  fh>m  being  the  fact.  The 
Mnunittee  acted  upon  higher  principles.  They 
*««  sensible  of  the  high  responsibility  whi^ 
they  owed,  tmth  to  this  House  and  to  the  ooaa- 
tiT<  for  the  correctnesa  of  thrir  prooeedinga ; 
ud  had,  therefore,  inqnired  and  ascertained, 
(cwi  the  bait  sootoob  in  their  power,  the  names 
otsoeh  witnesses  as  wonld  be  most  likely  to 
pn  u  impartial  and  int«lligent  statement  of 
Um  triBsactiOD.  They  bad  sent  for  and  ex- 
■niiudierenwitnessesi  and  he  owed  it  to  them 
{■■•ay.  tiiat,  although  he  bad  long  been  in  the 
wit  of  examialng  witnesses  in  eonrts  of  Jos- 
tiae,  he  hid  never  observed,  on  any  ooosnon, 
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more  candor  or  more  impartiality  than  these 
seven  ^ntlemen  bad  exhibited  upon  tiieir  ez- 
amination  before  the  committee. 

It  is  true,  as  the  memorial  Boreesta,  that,  in 
the  case  of  Warren  Hastings,  tne  Hoose  of 
Oommons  did  hear  the  aocQsed,  and  did  permit 
bim  to  produce  testimony,  before  they  voted  an 
impeaobment  ag^ost  bim.  Bat  this  was  only 
a  single  instance.  That  conrse  might  have 
been  adopted  beeanae  Kr.  Bnrke,  merely  as  an 
individnal  member  of  the  House,  bad  risen  in 
his  place,  and  moved  the  impeachment.  Wheth- 
er he  was  correct  in  this  conjectnre  or  not,  it 
was  oert»n  there  bad  been  no  case  of  an  im- 
peachment by  this  House,  in  which  so  maoh 
mdolgence  was  granted,  as  ha-]  been  allowed  to 
the  aocnsed  upon  the  present  occasion.  He 
waa  permitted  to  famish  the  committee  with  a 
written  ezplanation  of  his  conduct,  and  his  re- 
queat  that  he  might  cross-examine  the  witnesses 
was  promptly  granted.  The  Honse  will  decide, 
when  they  come  to  review  the  testimony, 
whether  he  was  improperly  restricted  in  this 
'nation,  or  whether  it  has  not  been 


full  and  ample.  He  would  say,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  this  cross-examination  had  rather  in- 
jnred  than  benefited  the  Judge. 

Mr,  B,  a^d,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had 
never  considered  the  parol  testimony  in  this 
(iase  of  much  importance.  The  opinion  of  the 
conrt,  the  commentary  of  Mr.  Lawless  upon  it, 
which  was  the  allied  contempt,  and  the  rec- 
ord of  the  court  imprisoning  and  suspending 
him  from  practice,  were  all  ia  writing,  and 
were  the  facts  on  which  the  oommittee  mainly 
relied  in  forming  their  opinion.  In  that  opinion 
they  were  unanimona.  They  fett  deep  regret, 
when  they  foond  themselves  obliged  to  oome  to 
the  oonctusiou  which  they  had  done ;  and  it 
was  with  freat  relnotance  they  had  recom- 
mended on  impeachment  to  the  House.  In 
making  their  report,  they  had  purposely  ez- 
pressed  a  mere  naked  opinion  only,  nnacoom- 
pauied  by  any  argument  m  its  sapport.  They 
did  not  wish  to  bias  the  deoisioD  of  the  Honse 
by  any  commentary  of  theirs  upon  the  testi- 
mony. All  they  desired  was,  that  each  mem- 
ber should  read  the  testimony  for  himself,  and 
draw  his  own  codcIdmodb  from  it. 

Ur.  IsoBiteoLL  said,  there  might  perhaps  be 
some  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  correct  prac- 
tice to  be  pursued  in  this  caae ;  and  as  possibly 
the  practice  hitherto  hod  not  been  uniform,  it 
was  the  more  important  that  the  Hoose  should 
start  right.  He  confessed  that  this  was,  in  a 
great  measure,  a  sew  case  to  him.  The  only 
one  that  he  had  ever  before  witnesaed  was  that, 
in  which  charges,  through  a  newspaper  of  this 
district,  had  been  brought  against  the  Vice 
President  about  three  years  ago.  That  officer 
hod  presented  these  charges  to  the  House,  as 
the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  requested 
an  inquiry.  A  oommittee  had  been  ^ipointed 
to  investigate  them ;  and,  before  that  commit- 
tee, a  friend  of  the  Vice  Preident  had  been  per- 
mitted to  appear,  and  represent  him  throughont 
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the  whole  inTestigktion.  Witnesses,  also,  had 
b«eii  asamined  on  the  part  of  the  aocnsed. 
How  it  had  been  in  the  case  of  Jndge  Chase,  or 
of  Judge  Pickering,  from  Kew  Hampshire,  he 
did  not  recollect ;  bat  he  well  recollected  that 
witnesseB  in  favor  of  the  Vice  Preaident  hod 
been  examined,  as  well  as  against  him,  and  that 
his  representative  had  been  allowed  to  be  present 
before  the  committee  through  eveiT  ata^  of  that 
examination.  The  committee  at  that  time  took 
some  pains  to  ascertain  what  was  theproper  mode 
of  proceedioir,  and  ther  became  satisfied  that  the 
party  aconsed  hod,  in  these  preliminary  prooeed- 
ings,  a  ri^ht  to  be  thus  heard.  The  constitu- 
tion providing  for  the  impeachment  of  all  civil 
officers,  makea  no  difference  between  Judicial 
and  other  officers.  Nor  can  it  make  any  differ- 
ence whether  the  matter  is  brought  before  ns  by 
the  individual  who  feels  himself  iiynred  by  an 
imjastcharge,orwhetheritcomeson  the  petition 
of  a  citizen,  or  by  the  message  of  the  Executive, 
or  by  a  member  rising  in  his  scat,  as  was  done 
in  (he  case  of  Warren  Hastings.  The  mles 
which  mast  govern  the  Inqniry  mnst  be  nni- 
form,  lie  the  officer  who  he  may,  and  in  no 
matter  what  form  the  subject  is  first  brought  to 
our  notice.  Mr.  I.  said  he  would  not,  in  this 
early  stage  of  the  basiness,  commit  himself  to 
any  cause,  till  he  conld  look  further  into  par- 
liamentary proceedings  in  similar  cases ;  he  rose 
principally  to  correct  what  had  been  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who,  he 
thought,  went  too  far  in  saying  that  there  had 
been  do  iuetance  in  whii^  the  party  accused 
was  permitted  to  examine  his  witnesses  in  the 
preliminary  proceedings  in  this  House. 

Hr.  Pbttis  s^d :  Standing  indifferently,  as  he 
protested  he  did,  between  Aie  acooser  and  the 
accused  in  this  case,  he  hoped  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  make  some  remarks  on  this  subject. 

The  House  of  Representatives  had  now  to 
perform  a  very  important  duty — important,  as 
had  been  observed,  not  only  to  the  Jndge  who 
bad  been  accused,  but  to  the  oonntry.  The 
practice  in  cases  of  impeachments,  so  far  aa  re- 
gards the  proceedings  in  this  House,  was  now 
to  be  settled;  forit  wasobvionstbat  it  had  not 
yet  been  settled  by  precedent.  Gentlemen  had, 
indeed,  spoken  of  tne  case  of  Jndge  Chase ;  bnt 
that  case  had  no  application  to  the  present  one 
as  it  now  stauds.  Judge  Chase  did  not  oak  ta 
make  his  defence  before  this  House,  nor  did  he 
ask  either  to  cross-examine  ~  '' 


part  of  the  Qovemment,  or  to  have  an  exam- 
ination of  his  own  witnesses.  As  the  present 
qneaUon  was  not  then  r^sed,  that  case  can  form 


,  regretted  the  course  pursued  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the   Judiciary  Committee,  es- 

Ciallj  that  of  its  honorable  chairman,  (tfr. 
jn^iTAM.)  That  gentleman  had  repeatedly 
told  the  Honse  that  he  had  no  feeling  towards 
the  accused.  Mr.  P.  said  he  hoped  his  remarks 
would  not  show  a  freedom  from  feeling  in  the 
way  that  those  of  that  gentleman  had  done. 
The  honorable  chairman  had,  in  a  very  un- 
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'  necessary,  and,  he  would  aay,  improper  manner, 
entered  into  the  merits  of  the  case.  He  had 
told  the  Honse  that,  in  order  to  save  the  Jndge, 

his  request  should  be  refused  him ;  and  he  had 
said  tliat  the  Jndge  had  made  his  case  worse 
instead  of  better  by  hia  cross-examination  of  the 
witnesses.  The  gentleman  from  Kew  York 
(Mr.  Stosbs)  bad  taken  the  same  view ;  both 
intimating  that  they  were  desirous  to  save  the 
Judge  from,  himself.  What  was  it  the  Jndge 
asked  in  his  memorial  ?  First,  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  defend  himself  before  this 
Honse,  and  then  that  his  witnesses  might  be 
examined  at  our  bar ;  but,  if  this  be  not  grant- 
ed, that  his  case  might  be  sent  back  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  there  he  might  present  his 
defentw,  and  there  have  his  witnesses  examined. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  considered  the  reqnest  of  the 
memorial  perfectly  (air  and  proper;  and  if  the 
motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  and  print  it  should 
prevail,  he  shoald  then  move  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, presentingiuadistinct  manner  the  several 
requests  of  the  memorialists  that  the  House 
might  act  expressly  upon  them.  As  to  the 
first,  it  was  certainly  important  that  the  House 
should  know  the  prindples  on  which  the  cose 
rested.  The  Judiciary  Committee  had,  it  was 
true,  made  a  report ;  but  they  had  not  laid 
down  one  of  those  principles  in  iL  Now,  he 
pnt  it  to  gentlemen,  whether  they  were  pre- 
pared to  act  in  the  case  nntil  these  principles 
were  examined  and  known.  Were  there  any 
gentlemen  present  who  bad  fully  examined  the 
law  bearing  on  this  nose?  He  presumed  not. 
We  were  then  called  upon  to  act  in  the  dark, 
upon  faith.  He  had  not  himself  had  time  to 
examine  the  principles  involved,  nor  had  he 
made  np  any  definite  Judgment  on  the  case. 
He  thought  the  Judge  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
show  whatever  bore  on  nis  ude  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  committee  should  then  exhibit 
whatever  had  an  <mp<wite  bearing.  This  might 
be  done,  should  the  House  refbse  to  hear  his 
witnesses.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  his 
witnesses  should  be  examined  by  the  committee. 
Mr.  P.  said,  this  was  not  the  ordinary  trial  of 
a  criminal  before  a  court  of  law,  bnt  was  a  pro- 
ceeding of  a  much  higher  character.  Why  ia 
it  that  a  defendant's  witnesses  are  not  per- 


doing  Bgunst  them,  and  then  make  their  es- 
cape. Sat  even  in  criminal  cases  counter  tes- 
timony is  frequently  allowed. 

If  the  House  should  hear  what  the  Judge  had 
to  exhibit  in  his  defence,  we  diould  be  pre- 
pared to  act  intelligibly.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Stobm)  had  opposed  this,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  worse  for  the 
Ju^ ;  that  if  this  examination  was  had,  and 
an  impeachment  preferred,  the  Senate  would 
be  bound,  by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  to 
convict.    That  gentleman  would  snrely  let  tho 

Earty  Judge  fbr  himself.  If  he  judged  wrong, 
e  must  abide  the  consequences.  It  appeared  to 
him  a  very  strange  doctrine,  that,  after  a  full 
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emminaCioD  here,  and  an  impwehment  found, 
Oe  Senate  would  be  found  to  oonTiot.  In  the 
cue  of  Um  Vice  Preudeot,  and  in  the  case  of 
Mr,  Orawfofd,  witne«s«i  wore  examined  on 
both  Bides.  Both  these  gentlemen  were  char^ 
with  high  misdemeanors,  and  the  charges  had 
been  preferred  in  times  of  greet  political  eicite- 
menL  The  request  of  the  Jndgo  is  snpported 
bj  the  whole  trsin  of  English  deciflona  in  casee 
<^  ■  like  kind ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  indul- 
gence waotd  be  granted  him. 

Vr.  SraoNa  uid,  that,  from  the  little  eiom- 
ination  he  had  been  able  to  give  to  this  enbject, 
be  had  come  to  the  conclQaion  that  the  present 
prooeedingB  shoold  be  Btrictlj  ex  parte,  rigidly 
BO.  It  had  been  said  hj  the  gentleman  from' 
HaMBohutitta,  (Ur.  Evisett,)  that  the  com- 
mittee had  departed  somewhat  from  this  line. 
It  wu  true  that  the;  had  deviated  from  it  in  a 
slight  degree,  bnt  the  departure  was  not  snch  as 
to  warrtot  the  Honse  in  taking  the  other  step 
which  WM  now  reqnestod.  There  was  a  verj 
material  difference  between  hearing  the  partj 
aeoased  and  hearing  his  witnesses.  The  mem- 
ben  of  the  Honie  were  not  judges  to  try  or  to 
eondemn  the  accnsed.  It  was  true  that  the 
matten  in  this  teetimtKiy  might  not  be  snoh  as 
to  mix  themselvea  op  with  party  politics ;  hot 
nippiMe  thai  it  were  proposed  to  impeach  a 
pditical  Tnan  of  high  standing,  and  that  the 
witnesses  were  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Hoase, 
be  pnt  it  to  every  man  to  say  whether  the 
Mfety  of  the  oonntry  did  not  reqnire  that,  in 
snch  chsea,  politics  shonld  be  thoroughly  ex- 
dnded  from  that  tribunal.  And  how  oonld 
this  be  done,  bnt  by  keeping  the  proceedings 
strictly  Mporfef  Complaints  had  been  made 
that  the  committee  had  not  reported  artiolee  of 
impeachment ;  the  case  had  been  referred  to 
them  for  no  snch  purpose ;  their  doty  had  been 
■imply  to  ascertain  nets.  The  Houbb  did  not 
WBDt  even  their  opinions ;  it  wanted  the  facts 
only,  and  on  one  side.  What  the  Eonse  had 
todeeide,  was,  whether  the  testimony  did,  or 
did  not,  contain  matter  to  warrant  an  impeach- 
mesL  If  it  did,  then  the  Houite  would  say  the 
party  should  be  impeached,  and  the  next  step 
would  be  to  appoint  a  committee  to  frame  the 
artidesL  These  would  be  reported  to  the 
House,  and,  if  they  wei«  amed  npon,  then 
managen  would  be  appointed  to  conduct  the 
trial  before  the  Senate.  It  struck  him  that  the 
ubtt  ooorM  would  be  to  keep  the  proceedings 
ts  near  m  pari*  as  possible.  Let  the  report 
and  tiie  memorial  go  to  the  Committ«e  of  the 
Thde  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  let  them  be 


then  decide  that  articles  of  impeachment 
should  be  drawn  up,  all  would  have  been 
done  that  the  aocnsed  oonld  rightfully  ask. 

WnunaoAT,  April  T. 

Jvdfe  Feci. 

Itr.  Fbtii  obtained  the  leave  of  the  Eonw 


Jlitolvid,  Thit  Jim»s  H.  Peck,  Judpe  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States  far  the  district  of 
Missouri,  be  permitted  to  mtke  to  tfais  Housa  any 
explaoitions  he  may  think  proper,  io  sosver  to  the 
charges  prererrcd  ogsinst  him  by  Luke  E.  LswleSB, 
Esq.,  which  charges  have  been  reported  on  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Jodiciary. 

Ur.  P.  said  he  moved  this  resolution  in  pnr- 
soance  of  an  Intimation  which  be  gave  the 
other  day  when  he  moved  to  lay  Jodge  Peck's 
memorial  on  the  table,  to  try  the  sense  of  the 
IIoQBe  in  granting  Judge  P.'s  request.  He 
thought  the  indulgence  proposed  was  a  matter 
of  justice  to  the  Judge  -  that  there  was  no  pre- 
cedent  against  it,  as  he  had  examined  the 
authoriUes  as  far  back  as  1040. 

A  long  debate  ensued  on  the  resolution,  and 
on  the  modificaUons  which  were  proposed  to 
it,  in  which  Uessrs.  Sromts,  of  New  York, 
Bdchaxan,  Doddbidoe,  Dutton,  RAvair, 
Clat,  Uabtdt,  Prms,  Si-kkoxb,  of  New 
York,  Ellswobtb,  HnimiroToir,  Bates,  and 
BuBOEB  engaged.  In  the  beginning  of  the  de- 
bate, 

Hr.  Uabtut  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  explanations,"  and  insert  "  any  respectful 
written  argument  upon  the  law  and  matters 
of  fiwt  now  in  evidence  before  the  House ;"  and 
after  Eome  Ume,  to  get  rid  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Pkitib  accepted  this  modification,  and 
inserting  farther  the  words  "  or  oral"  alter  the 
word  "written." 

Thus  amended,  after  an  unsuooessful  motion 
by  Hr.  Dratiok  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or 
oral,"  the  reeolution  was  agreed  to  without  a 

Hr.  PzTTiB,  having  offered  his  resolution,  re- 
marked, that  he  had  examined  all  the  prece- 
dents on  this  snlgect  which  he  could  discover, 
and  there  was  no  instance  among  them,  in 
which  a  request,  like  that  which  he  had  made  in 
behalf  of  Judge  Peck,  was  denied.  He  advert- 
ed to  the  case  of  Lord  Melville,  and  in  tmtli 
to  all  which  had  occurred  aiooe  lUO.  He  con- 
fidently hoped  the  privilege  solicited  would  be 
freely  accorded  by  Oongreaa. 

Ur.  DoDDBmax  asked  how  many  days  it  was 
supposed  the  Jndge  would  require  to  prepare 
his  defence.  The  time  of  the  House,  at  this 
season,  was  peculiarly  preoiona. 

Ur.  PETTia  supposed  he  would  be  prepared 
by  Uooday  nexL 

Ur.  BroBsa,  o(  New  York,  inqnired  whether 
it  was  anticipated  that  the  Judge  intended  to 
submit  to  the  House  any  thing  more  than 
points  of  law  and  matters  of  fact,  appertain- 
ing to  the  jndidal  proceedings  compluned  of. 

Ur.  Pkttib  replied,  he  believed  these  were  all 
that  was  to  be  ezpeoted  from  him. 

Ur.  Ellswobih  observed,  that  the  o1:Jeo< 
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tional  power  to  pus  thia  amendment.  We  are 
only  to  ioqnire,  and.  If  we  see  oanse,  direct  an 
impeochmeDt  Upon  the  meritH  we  cannot  aot 
deflaitively ;  beaiaes,  we  migbt  do  Jodge  Peck 
(treat  iijtistice ;  ha  has  yet  had  no  opportnnitj' 
to  defend.  Hi.  E.  add  be  waa  in  fkvor  of  the 
report  and  the  resolntion  as  the?  came  from 
the  oommittee.  When  the  papers  in  this 
case  had  been  presented  to  the  Jadiciarj  Oom- 
mittee, he  had  read  tbem  again  and  again,  with 
the  greateHt  anilet; ;  and  it  was  with  the  ut- 
most relnctance  that  he  came  to  the  oonolasiion 
at  which  he  finally  arrived.  He  felt  that  it  was 
a  grave  thing  to  pat  a  Jndldal  offloer  of  this 
GoTemment  to  his  trial  for  his  oharaoter,  his 
offiea,  his  sntMistenoe,  and,  in  a  word,  for  all 
that  is  dear  to  hnTQaaity,  and  to  make  the  last 
and  most  anblime  appeal  known  to  the  consti- 
tation,  bj  placing  him  before  the  Senate  in  the 
last  resort.  Bnt  there  was  another  view  of  the 
Bobject,   which  etruck  his  mind  with  eqaal 


foroe.    He  saw  an  officer  o 


mpying 


ted  station,  and  clothed  with  the  authority  of 
this  Oovernraent,  ealliog  before  him  a  feltow- 
eitizen,  known  aa  a  man  of  talent  and  respeeta- 
bilitj  in  bis  profession,  and  hy  a  sammarr'  Pro- 
cess, stripping  him  of  the  exercise  of  that 
profession,  clothing  him  with  shame,  and  inoar- 
eerating  him  in  a  felon's  dnngeon,  the  place  of 
di^race  and  ioftoir.  He  bad  endeavored  to 
view  the  case  with  impartiality,  and  not  to 
give  way  to  any  nndne  feeling ;  and,  after 
Raving  attentively  heard  the  statement  effects 
presented  by  Mr.  Lawless,  he  had  come  to  the 
ooDdndon  that  if  these  fkota  were  snbstantiated 
by  testimony,  the  impeachment  ooght  to  pro- 
It  was  not  now  his  intention  to  go  Into  the 
merits  of  this  case.  The  subject  had  been  ez- 
hanated.  Bat^  as  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  and  had  ^ven  faia  voice 
for  the  impeachment  of  Jndge  Peck,  he  troat- 
ed  the  Hoose  wonld  listen  to  him  for  a  few 
momenta. 

It  apMared  that  the  Jnjge,  three  montbe 
after  delivetiog  hia  opinion  in  the  case  of  Son- 
lard,  and  three  montha  after  the  final  diapori- 
Uon  of  the  case  and  the  a^oamment  of  his 
coart,  committed  it  to  paper,  and  sent  it  to  the 

Cnblio  press.  It  waa  an  opinion  involving  the 
mded  tities  of  almost  the  whole  territory 
where  he  resided.  He  pnblished  it,  aa  it  seem- 
ed, at  the  request  of  a  lawyer,  or  lawyers ;  and 
manifesUy  for  the  purpose  of  spreadmg  opin- 
ions, exciting  feelioga,  and  leading  to  a  certain 
line  of  conduct  in  the  commnnity  where  it  was 
pnblished.  Perhaps  this  might  be  all  right; 
he  should  And  no  fatdt  with  it :  shortly  after 
the  pnblication  of  tbia  opinion  of  the  Judge,  a 
professional  gentleman,  nearly  concerned  in  the 
resolt  of  that  opinion,  had  oome  befbre  the 
pnblic  in  another  paper,  and  exposed  what  he 
conceived  to  be  certain  errors  into  which  the 
Judge  had  fallen,  which  might  have  been  called 
'  for,  to  save  hta  fHenda  or  clienta  from  the  grasp 
of  speonlatora,  until  a  final  trial  in  the  Sapreme 


Oonrt,  and  emectally  as  such  pnblicity  had 
been  given  to  me  opinion.  Mr.  E.  aaid  he  had 
looked  over  both  these  papers;  and  he  there 
declared,  in  his  place,  and  was  willing  to  risk 
bis  reputation  on  the  opinion,  that  there  waa 
not  any  thing  in  this  commentary  in  the  least 
degree  reproachful  to  Jndge  Peck,  either  as  a 
a  Jndge ;  nothing  that  looked  in  the 


udiag  ofBcer,  unless  pointing  ont  error,  if  there 
really  be  any,  is  an  offence.  He  had  seen  nmi- 
lar  comments  in  the  newspapers  a  thbnsand 
times  before.  And  the  House  was  now  oome 
to  the  crisis,  when  it  mnst  decide  whether 
it  wonld  sanction  the  arrest  and  imprisonment 
of  an  individnal  by  a  Jndge  for  commenting  on 
one  of  his  opinions    This  (aaid  Mr.  £.)  is  the 

Snestion  we  are  called  npon  to  settle*  this 
ay.  Finding  that  the  rights  of  an  individual 
had  been  violated,  I  put  Uiis  ijoery  solemnly  to 
myself;  is  there  any  thing  m  the  conduct  of 
this  individnal  to  jnstify  such  a  proceeding  t 
And  I  was  compelled  to  answer  it  in  the  nega- 
tive. Judge  Peck  had  neither  jurisdiction  nor 
provocation.  He  had  finished  the  case,  ad- 
jonmed  the  court,  and  deaoended  fh>m  his  Judi- 
cial station  to  that  of  an  essayist  of  a  newa- 
p^>er.  The  gentieman  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
PvTTis)  says,  that  a  spirit  has  gone  abroad,  of 
reckless  and  determined  hostility  to  the  Jadici- 
aiy;  but,  let  me  tell  that  gentleman,  that  if 
conduct  like  this  shall  go  abroad  with  the  sanc- 
tion and  seal  of  this  House  upon  it,  be  mar  bid 
adien  to  the  honor  and  independence  of  the 
Jndidary  henceforth.  Sir,  have  the  days  of 
the  star  ohaml>er  come  upon  us  f  Shall  it  be 
declared  to  the  American  people,  that,  after  a 
Jndge  has  given  his  opinion,  and  dismissed  the 
cause,  he  may  arrest  a  citizen,  drag  bim  befbre 
hia  tribunal,  and  say  to  him,  you  have  written 
strictorea  on  my  opinion,  which  I  consider 
derogatory  to  me,  and  I,  therefore,  send  yon  to 
prison,  and  take  away  yonr  livelihood  for 
eighteen  montha.  I  tell  you,  you  are  a  base 
oalnimitator,  a  libeller,  and,  if  you  wore  in 
Obina,  your  house  woidd  be  p^ted  black,  aa 
an  emblem  of  the  blackness  of  your  heart,  and 
as  a  warning  to  society.  Yet  it  is  now  pro- 
posed that  this  House  shall  say,  it  does  not 
entirely  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Judge, 
bnt  impeachment  is  a  solemn  aff^ ;  the  man 
baa  been  puniahed  enough  already,  now  let  him 
alone.  Bir,  I  do  not  wiab  to  appeal  to  tha 
feelings  of  the  Honse ;  but  while  I  see  a  frc« 
citizen  of  this  repnbtio  made  the  subject  of 
high-handed  oppression  tike  this,  I  feel  it  to  be 
the  imperious  duty  of  this  Honse  to  send  the 
man  irao  appears  Ut  be  guilty  of  it  to  his  trial 
before  another  and  constitutional  tribncal. 

Let  me  now  proceed  to  answer  one  or  two 
objections,  which  have  been  urged  by  the  op- 
ponents of  impeachment.  And,  first,  it  haa 
been  said  that  we  may  not  impeach  unless  there 
is  evidence  of  corruption.  There  need  not  be 
corruption  in  the  common  sense  in  which  that 
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bnn  it  naed.  A  winked  motive  is  enough. 
Emu  in  Judgment  is  not  impeftohftble,  bat 
wiebd  ocnidnct  and  a  wicked  motive  are.  Sir, 
did  thj  one  vote  to  irapeaoh  Jndge  Piokering, 
(^  Sew  Hampahire,  for  corruption  I  No,  sir ; 
he  *ta  impeached  for  intemperance,  bat  not 
fw  eommtion,  Snppoee  the  wicked  conduct 
of  tbe  Jndge  himself  brings  his  court  into  con- 
tempt; eaf^ott  that  condact  is  arbitrorj  and 
eppreirire,  ou^t  we  to  paae  it  over  with  alight 
lugnage}  In  all  the  eight  articles  ogMnst 
Jo^  Obase,  he  was  ohArged  with  an  arbitra- 
rj  aieroise  of  iudioial  power.  There  was 
Bcaroe  <Hie  article,  if  I  remember  right,  which 
cluraed  him  with  direct  corruptioa.  Tlie 
whole  prceeeution  waa  founded  on  the  idea 
that  hu  ooDdoot  was  arbitrvy,  and  though  he 
was  xot  finall;  eonvict«d,  it  was  becaose  the 
bets  «]id  sot  bear  oat  the  oharg«.  Though  you 
caosvt  ihoT  that  a  judge  has  been  boogbt,  70a 
mar  a-hoir  hia  oppressive  and  wicked  conduct, 
and  that  be  onght  to  be  turned  oat  of  o£Boe. 
The  conatitotion  sbts  that  Jndgea  shall  hold 
tbMT  office  during  good  behavior.  '  I  do  not 
w^  that  ever;  tfiMica  of  wrong  behavior  is  sach 
as  to  bnUAt  his  office,  bat  I  w}  Uiat  there  may 
b«  other  ill  behavior  besides  taking  a  bribe.  I 
do  <n  m;  m>d1  believo  that  Jndge  Peck  has  been 
gailtT  of  oonduot,  if  not  corrupt,  certainly  ar- 
bitrary in  the  extreme.  It  has  been  e^d  that 
Lawlns  was  personally  interested  in  the  cases 
ia  which  be  was  oonnseL  and  that  all  the 
ooonsel  were  oopoeed  in  opinion  to  the  Judge. 
Admit  it.  Is  uut  any  reason  that  the  Judge 
idioakl  sot  opprewirely  t  His  opinion  and  sta- 
tioa  were  perfeotlj  independent ;  he  was  not 
boimd  to  noard  ^e  notions  of  oonnael.  Sir. 
Uie  merits  of  this  case  lie  within  &  very  small 
compass.  The  question  is,  whether  the  criti- 
MRDs  of  Lawless  were  just  or  not,  and  whether, 
admitting  them  to  be  errooeous,  the  Jad^e 
uiflit,  on  that  account,  shot  blm  mi  in  Jul, 
and  strip  bini  of  hia  profession.  There  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  been  a  aokly  aensibilit;  m 
tbit  judge.  He  seems  to  have  reeolved  to  come 
out,  and  by  his  jndioia]  thooder  to  demonstrate 
that  be  was  yet  alive,  that  he  bad  a  oonrt,  and 
that  he  was  not  to  be  contradicted  or  reviewed. 
Bs,  therefore,  sent  out,  brought  in  his  yotim, 
CM  him  in  prison,  covered  him  with  infamy, 
ttid  did  what  in  him  lay  to  deprive  him  of  his 
liveUlMod.  Unless  it  can  l>e  shown  that  he 
bad  ontbority  ao  to  do,  and  that  be  acted  on 
iUifiable  eaose,  I  for  one  am  prepared  to  im- 
peach him. 

)b.  BuooutAK  taid,  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  enter  into  any  argnment  in  this  stage  of  the 
proeeedka.  He  felt  rather  in  favor  of  the  res- 
■JuioD  wnidi  had  been  moved  by  the  gentle- 
nun  from  IGssonri,  (Ur.  Pntie.)  He,  too,  had 
«uoiiDed  the  British  precedents,  and  found 
that  in  several  cases  the  party  had  been  admit- 
ted to  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
*"nplj  to  make  an  argument  on  the  testimony 
>h)d)  had  been  previonaly  pven  to  the  House. 
This  was  the  nbnost  extent  of  the  privilege,  so 
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far  as  he  had  ezamined  the  oases,  except  in  s 
single  Instance — that  of  Warren  Hastings.  The 
gentleman,  as  he  understood,  did  not  now  ask 
tliat  new  witnesses  ahoold  be  sent  for  and  ex- 
amined :  and  if  the  request  of  the  aoonsed  was 
limited  to  a  mere  permission  to  make  an  expo- 
sition of  the  law,  and  an  argument  npon  the 
&cta,  as  they  appeared  in  the  testimony  already 
taken,  he  shoold  not  have  the  smallest  o^eo- 

Hr.  Dkaitok  said,  that  in  moving  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  or  oral,"  ho  bad  had  no  inten- 
tion of  preventing  the  individual  concerned 
from  avuling  himself  of  the  fiiU  benefit  of 
what  the  resolution  proposed  to  grant  to  him, 
but  had  been  influenced  by  the  oonrideraUon, 
that,  if  his  exposition  shoold  be  made  in  writ- 
ing, bU  the  members  of  the  House  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  it;  bat,  if  made 
orally,  it  woold  l>e  impossible  that  all  the  mem- 
bers snonld  distinctly  hear  it,  and,  if  they  did, 
they  would  probably  not  retain  the  sntastance 
of  it  distinctly  in  tjieir  memories.  Thb  was 
one  reason  which  actuated  him.  Another  was, 
that,  in  his  t^inion,  ill  consequences  would  be 
likely  to  arise  th>m  the  personal  appearance  of 
the  memorialist  before  the  House.  He  might 
aver  that  a  material  fact  oould  be  established 
by  testimony  incorrectly  or  imperfectly  refer- 
red to  in  the  report  of  Uie  committee,  and  ask 
leave  to  introduce  it  fallj.  Should  his  appll- 
oation  be  r^ected,  he-might  regard  the  pennis< 
to  be  heard  as  illusory.    Should  i' 


this  House  was  "  the  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion," thus  assimilating  its  powers  and  jusrisdio- 
tion  to  those  of  the  British  Parliament.  This 
ia  a  radical  error.    This  House  has  no  other  in- 

Snisitorial  authority  than  such  as  is  express]/ 
elegatod  to  it  by  the  constitution,  and  this  is 
restricted  to  the  power  of  impeaching  certun 
civil  offlcera  of  the  United  States  for  orimea 
and  misdemeanors.  The  British  House  of 
Oommons  is  "  the  srand  inqneat  of  the  natioD." 
In  the  exercise  of  tliis  prerogative,  they  may 
proceed  against  any  pers<m^  for  any  offences, 
and  in  anymanner  which  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient. They  may  prefer  accusations,  infor- 
mationo,  or  impeochmanta,  or  enact  bills  of 
puns  and  penalties,  altering  the  rales  of  law  or 
evidence.  They  liave,  aocordingly,  acted  nn> 
der  all  these  modes.  They  have  aooneed  an  in- 
dividual of  misdemeanors,  and  ordered  a  jurj 
to  be  immnelled  for  the  trial,  as  in  the  case 
of  Alice  nerce ;  they  have  impeached  a  cler- 
gyman for  a  libel,  an  (^enee  o(^izabIe  by  the 
courts  of  common  law,  as  in  the  case  of  Sach- 
everel ;  they  have  passed  bills  of  pains  and 
penalties,  as  in  the  case  of  Sir  John  Fenwick, 
who  was  executed  nnder  a  statute  dispendng 
with  the  proof  of  two  witneasea  to  an  act  of 
treason,  as  repaired  by  the  statate  of  Edward 
HI.  From  this  brief  statement,  it  must  be  ap- 
parent that  analo(pes  drawn  between  the  in- 
qdsitorial  powers  of  the  British  House  of  Oom- 
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mom  and  of  the  Hoqm  of  Repr«eentatiTes  of 
thfl  Uaited  Slateii,  are  fkUaoiooa.  The  preoe- 
dents,  therafbra,  which  have  been  oited,  of  the 
manner  of  proceeding  when  the  Britiah  HoDse 
of  ciommoDa  acoaee  or  hnpeacb,  are  calculated 
to  misleftd,  not  to  enlighten,  oar  Jndgmeote. 
We  muM  be  regulated  hj  onr  own  oonstitntion 
in  the  coustniotiDn  of  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment That  power  la  limited  in  the  coustita- 
tion,  to  an  inqnirj  to  be  luatitated  br  thia 
Honae,  whether  aaffioient  groonda  exist  to 
warrant  the  accusation  of  a  dvil  officer  of  the 
United  Staten  before  the  Senate.  Unleaa  in 
thia  inqnir;  the  Hoqm  be  confined  to  what  is 
termed  tx  parte  testimony,  there  will  be  no 
bomida  set  to  their  inqoiry — thej  mast,  then, 
bear  all  the  evidence  which  can  be  adduced  bj 
him  who  prefers  the  charges^  and  bj  him 
agaioat  whom  thej  are  prefeired,  and  thus  the 
House  will,  in  fact,  trj  a  canae  over  which  the 
constitution  haa  given  to  theu  no  other  power 
than  to  decide  whether  it  ahall  be  tried  br  an- 
other tribunal.  In  what  I  have  said,  I  deeire 
not  tobennderatood  aa  being  oppoaed  togrant- 
Ing  permtsaioQ  to  the  memorialiEt  to  be  heard, 
with  the  limitations  eipressed  in  the  reeola- 
*  tion's.  1  am  willing  that  he  should  have  an 
opportnnity  to  comment  upon  the  statementa 
eaa  the  facts  which  are  contained  in  the  re- 
port ;  but,  as  I  think  that  it  would  be  more  ad- 
vantageous to  him  to  submit  a  written  than  en 
oral  aivnment,  and  as  the  time  of  the  House 
would  he  saved  bj  the  former  mode  of  prooeed- 
ing,  I  therefore  am  in  fhvor  of  the  amendment 
which  I  have  offered. 

Vr.  Psme  aaid  that  the  privilege  would,  in 
fhot,  amonnt  to  notlilog,  nmeas  the  Judge,  in 
his  oommunioation  to  the  House,  should  be  per- 
mitted to  state  the  fiocta  aa  thej  had  mpeared 
in  the  testimonj,  and  to  show  how  the  law  ap- 
plied to  them. 

Mr.  DairroH  Inquired  what  course  was  to 
be  parsaed,  snppose  the  Jndge  should  make 
Bome  statement  which  was  dispnted,  and  should 
then  ask  to  support  it  by  testimony, 

Ur.  Pbttib  replied,  that  each  gentleman 
would,  of  conrae  decide  for  himself.  The 
Judge's  statement  could  not  certaiulv  be  re- 
ceived in  oppoaition  to  the  testimony  aelivered 
before  the  committee,  nor  would  the  Honae  be 
in  any  wise  honnd  by  the  statements  he  might 
make.  If  those  atalementa  oonflicted  with  the 
evidence,  it  would  be  for  the  House  to  decide 
between  them. 

Ur.  Bavsei  observed,  that,  if  Jndge  Peck, 
who  was  the  accused  party,  was  to  be  permit- 
ted  to  make  hie  own  statements  before  the 
House,  he  thonght  it  would'  be  no  more  than 
fair  that  Hr.  Lawless,  who  was  his  accnser, 
should  be  allowed  the  same  privilege.  The  one 
had  as  good  a  right  to  be  heard  aa  the  other. 
Mr.  R.  accordingly  moved  so  to  amehd  the  res- 
olution, but  withdrew  bia  amendmait  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  Olat,  who  said  that  he  could  not  per- 
ceive any  difficulty  in  this  case.    The  propo- 
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a  was  a  tingle  and  a  simple  one.  Let  the 
Jndge  submit  in  writing  an  exposition  both  of 
the  facts  and  the  law.  This  would  facilitat«  aU 
eentiemen  In  coming  to  a  conoloaion.  The 
Judge  had  not  asked  leave  to  state  any  facts 
which  differed  fW>m  those  in  the  testimony. 
His  friend  had  discltumed,  in  bis  name,  any 
such  purpose.  He  thonght  it  was  a  ri^t 
which  ongbt  not  to  be  denied  to  an  aocnaed 
person,  and  he  waa  persuaded  that  the  grant- 
ing of  it  would  lenen  the  difficulty  m  tlie 
Honae  in  coming  to  a  just  conclusion. 

Mr,  Mabtut  said  that  he  had  an  amendment 
which  he  presumed  would  answer  the  viewa  of 
the  House  generally.  He  believed  there  were 
none  who  supposed  that  the  Jndge  was  to  b« 
permitted  to  state  facts  in  his  own  favor,  in 
contradiction  to  thitse  which  had  appeared  in 
the  testimony  before  the  committee ;  tliat  thus 
an  issue  waa  to  be  made  up,  and  that  the  House 
was  to  hear  an  argomect  on  that  iame.  Suoh 
a  thing  could  not  be  thonght  of  for  a  moment. 
Mr.  M.  was  not  indeed  fully  prepared  to  say 
how  far  it  wonld  be  proper  to  near  the  Jndge 
at  all,  but,  in  so  important  a  case,  he  waa  for 
extending  the  mle  of  proceeding  as  far  in  fa- 
vor of  the  accused  as  propriety  would  admits 
He  would  not  confine  the  Judge  to  too  narrow 
rules  in  an  investigation  so  important  to  his 
own  individaal  reputation,  and  one  having  so 
near  a  bearing  on  our  judiciary.  The  House 
surely  were  not  airaid  to  trust  themselvea.  He, 
for  one,  waa  disposed  to  listen  to  the  Judge 
with  all  good  feeling,  hut  he  should  also,  he 
hoped,  exercise  over  his  feelings  a  stroug  re- 
straint of  caution,  while  he  endeavored  to  do 
strict  Justice  between  the  accused  party  and. 
the  United  States.  Let  him  submit  a  written 
law  argument  Let  the  House  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  what  his  own  viewa  wer*. 
Few  subjects  involved  more  points  of  difficult? 
than  the  doctrine  of  contempts,  and  Mr.  M., 
for  one,  was  aniiona  to  hear  what  could  be 
said  on  both  aides.  In  such  a  case,  he  should 
not  stop  to  look  at  precedents.  Mr.  M  then 
moved  an  amendment,  which  waa  at  firA  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Pettis  as  a  modification ;  hut, 
after  that  gentleman  had  conferred  for  a  mo- 
ment v^ith  the  Judge,  he  oonclnded  not  to  ac- 
cept it,  but  modified  his  original  resolntion  by 
inserting  the  word  "  written  "  before  "  state- 
ment," BO  as  to  propose  that  the  Judge  might 
deliver  a  written  exposition  of  hia  views  before 
the  House, 


to  permit  Judge  Peck  to  be  beard.  Thia  ob- 
ject differed  materially  IVom  that  expressed  in 
the  Judge's  memorial,  where  he  prayed  not 
only  thai  he  might  be  beard,  but  that  addition- 
al witnesses  might  be  sent  for  to  Missouri.  As 
to  receiving  a  written  exposition  from  the  ao- 
onsed,  in  relation  to  the  law  which  he  supposed 
to  have  authoriied  him  in  what  he  had  donei, 
and  also  his  commentary  on  the  facts  which 
had  qipeared  in  evidence,  Mr.  &  hod  no  ot^ec- 
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tjona.  If  there  was  an^  law  which  went  to 
jnMif;  bis  ooadoot,  let  him  hsva  aa  opportuni- 
ty <^  ahowisK  it.  Ur.  S.  would  willinglj  ao- 
qui«««,  [KxiTided  hia  explanation  were  made 
tiefnt  iloadaf  next.  The  seauon  was  now  far 
alTtnoed ;  and,  if  Jadge  Peck  were  gniltj',  the 
jmliee  of  the  coantry  required  that  Uiere 
(hoold  be  no  delaj  in  bringing  bim  to  ponieb- 

Ur.  BcoffAXAS  sud  be  would  not  suffer  him- 
self to  be  betr^ed  into  any  feeling  bj  the  re- 
nurki  which  the  gentleman  fh>m  Uaaonri  had 
nude,  or  bj  any  remark*  which  be  oonld  make. 
Tbit  mntleman  bad  very  eridentlj  betrayed  his 
own  uebngs  in  the  oaae.  He  trusted  be  should 
treat  tbe  nbject  temperately  and  calmlj.  As 
to  what  mj  opinion  is,  (said  Ur.  B.,)  that  is 
contnned  m  the  report  of  tbe  Judidarj  Com- 
mittee; nor  had  I  erer  an  opiuiou  oa  any  sub- 
ject more  dear  and  decided.  If  the  report 
"  betrajs  "  any  feeling  oa  my  part,  it  is  before 
the  HeoHe  and  before  the  country,  and  tbey 
will  jadg&  The  qaestion  nowbeforeos  ia  this, 
and  thia  wily :  Wliat  ia  the  proper  mode  of 
proceeding  for  oa  to  adopt  t  My  aesire  is  that 
the  House  may  establisb  such  a  precedent  as 
sbiU  protect  tbe  interests  of  the  accused  in  all 
fature  time.  The  Judiciary  Committee  had 
Jadge  Chase's  trial  before  tbem.  The  mode  of 
proceeding  in  tiiat  trial  they  oonaidered  as 
ttnalj  proper  and  delicate.  The  committee, 
is  that  case,  were  directed  to  report  their  opin- 
ion  on  the  cbarges  against  Judge  Chose  which 
liid  been  made  on  tbe  floor  of  the  House.  Tor 
the  purpose  of  euflbiing  them  to  do  so,  tbe^ 
procured  all  the  testimony  in  their  power.  Thia 
tbey  rqrarted  to  the  House,  together  with  a 
siiBpie  statement  of  their  own  opmion  upon  it 
XoUuDg  else.  And  why!  I  presume  that,  as 
ii  was  B  Judicial  proceeding,  they  wished  to 
leare  every  gentleman  to  decide  for  himself 
npou  the  ntfed  testimony.    Tbey  considered 


ocHnpetent  tod 
IB  referred  to  tl 


Tiieir  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
tLe  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  and  there 
it  wu  fully  discussed.  Vith  tbis  precedent  be- 
fore us,  tbe  committee  are  not  Justly  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennea- 
Kf,  (Ur.  Bux,)  who  thought  it  very  siugular 
thai  tbe  committee  did  not  apeeify  the  charges, 
ud  give  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  their  oon- 
rlosioa.  If  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Unien  aball  concur  with  the 
Judiciary  Otnniiuttee  ia  their  view  of  the  ease, 
then  the  House  will  appoint  a  oommittee  to 
draught  articles  of  impeachaient,  and  thus  pre- 
leal  the  charges  in  a  apeoiflo  form.  These  ar- 
ticles will  be  reported  to  tbe  House,  and  tbe 
Home  will  discuss  and  decide  upon  them.  Un- 
til alter  this  second  decision  shall  have  been 
nude,  tbe  accused  will  not  be  called  upon  to 
UisvtT.  The  ooorae  poreued  in  tbe  case  of 
Judge  Chase  gave  to  t£e  portf  every  thing  he 
hnld  reasonably  desire. 

Sir,  what  doea  Judge  Peck  stale  in  thia  me- 
taorial)    Does  he  alkga  he  had  requested  of 


the  Judiciary  Committee  that  other  w 
should  be  examined?  This  be  ooold  not  state, 
for  the  fact  was  not  so.  He  made  no  auoh  re- 
quest ;  and  I  never  even  suspected  that  he  bad 
auoh  a  wish.  Had  he  requested  it,  1,  for  one, 
should  have  thought  it  a  very  grave  question, 
and  one  that  demanded  the  most  serious  con- 
sideratJOtt.  It  is  a  question  on  which  I  confess 
my  mind  is  not  at  thia  time  fully  made  up. 
But  that  is  not  the  question  before  us.  We  are 
now  called  upon  to  decide  whether,  after  Judge 
Peck  bad  deeliued  to  make  such  a  request  in  the 
committee,  and  after  the  ootnmittee  have  re- 
ported the  testimony,  and  their  opinion  npon 
It,  to  the  House,  it  is  proper  to  ulow  him  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceeding  to  make  hia  defence 
and  examine  his  witnesses  either  before  the 
same  oommittee  or  before  the  House. 

Onr  own  precedents,  it  is  add,  differ  from 
each  other ;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  proceedings  against  judges. 

As  to  the  case  of  the  V  ice  Proaident,  be  pre- 
sented bis  own  cose  before  the  House,  and  de- 
manded an  investigation.  All  cases  are  not 
necessarily  sut^ect  to  the  same  rule.  One  case 
may  demand  one  course  of  proceeding,  and 
another  case  require  a  different  mode. 

The  remark  which  excited  the  ire  of  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  IiTissouri,  was  merely  a  response  to 
an  opinion  expressed  by  the  Judge  in  his  me- 
morial. I  siud  that  he  had  made  hia  case 
rather  worse  than  better,  by  bis  cross-exam- 
ination.   I  am  still  of  that  opinion. 

I  believe  the  best  course  of  proceeding  in 
snch  coses,  is  that  which  the  House  have 
hitherto  adopted.  Give  a  committee  charge  of 
the  complaint,  and  they  will  seek  for  disinter- 
ested witnesses  from  all  sources  within  their 
power ;  tjiey  will  inquire  who  ia  leaat  excited  t 
Who  will  be  likely  to  give  the  moat  correct 
statement  of  facts )  If  they  shall  do  this,  and 
honestly  aim  at  attaining  tbe  ends  of  pubHo 
justice,  without  violoting  the  rights  of  the  ac- 
cosed,  we  shall  have  tAken  the  most  correct 
course.  I  am  in  favor  of  referring  this  whole 
case  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  If  that  course  shall  bo 
adopted,  I  shall  not  coll  up  the  report  this 
day ;  but  will  endeavor  to  examine  tne  prece- 
dents as  well  in  England  as  in  this  country, 
and  lay  the  result  before  tbe  House. 

As  to  the  course  purmed  by  the  Hoiue  of 
Bepreaentativea  of  Pennsylvania,  in  similar 
cases,  which  has  been  referred  to  by  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  ScTHXBLAKD,)  of  hearing  the  de- 
fence of  tbe  accused,  and  examining  his  wit- 
nesses, before  voting  an  impeachment,  it  has 
never  met  my  approbation.  I  think  I  hove 
observed  great  inconvenienoe,  if  not  great  in- 
justice, from  that  modeof  prooeediog.  It  must 
necessarily  pr^udico  the  cause.  The  accused, 
instead  of  going  before  the  Senate  without  pre- 
judice, shiwded  by  the  presumption,  both  oflaw 
and  justice,  that  he  is  innocent  until  he  shall 
be  proved  to  be  guilty,  will  be  arnugned  at 
their  bar,  after  having  been  convicted,  upon  a 
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fall  trial,  hj  the  deliberate  Judgment  of  the 
House.  I  repeat  t}ie  opinioo,  that  the  best 
mode  of  attoiDine  jostice  is  to  iatnut  snoh  eom- 
plainte  to  a  Htanding  committee,  selected  from 
all  portions  of  the  Unioii ;  and  which,  ftom  it« 
ve[7  coDBtitntion,  moat  almoat  necesgariljr  be 
impartial.  The  members  of  snch  a  committee, 
acting  under  the  responsibility  which  thev  owe 
to  the  House  and  to  the  country,  and  clothed 
with  the  power  of  sending  for  persoos  and 
papera,  will  ever  be  caref\il  to  draw  their  tesd- 
mony  from  pure  fonntains.  After  having  col- 
lected from  impartial  aonrces  snfBdent  testi- 
mony to  satiafy  their  conscienceB  that  the  ao- 
cnsed  ongbt  to  be  impeached,  they  wilt  then 
report  this  testimony,  with  their  opinion,  to  the 
Eoose,  as  has  been  done  upon  the  present  occa- 
tHifo,  and  leave  each  member  to  judge  of  its 
effect  for  himself.  In  this  manner  the  rights 
of  the  accused  will  be  best  protected,  tad  the 
interests  of  Justioe  best  sabserved. 

If  Jadge  Peck  had  insinaated,  when  before 
the  committee,  that  the  parol  testimony  bad 
presented  an  incorrect  statement  of  the  trans- 
actjon,  and  bad  asked  that  other  witnesses 
might  be  examined,  I  ahonld  have  felt  much 
inclined,  I  confess,  to  grant  the  reqnest.  Bnt 
DO  such  request  was  made  or  intimated.  We 
might  have  called  on  the  gentleman  from  Uia- 
sonri  (iir.  Psras)  to  testify,  and  I  am  sorry 
Jndge  Feck  did  not  make  the  snggeation,  Bnt 
I  protest  o^inst  reflecting  upon  the  committee, 
as  thoash  uiey  had  not  been  disposed  to  eUcit 
the  tratn,  tlie  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth. 

Id  condnsoD,  I  say,  let  a  snitable  precedent 
DOW  be  established  for  future  times.  Let  it  be 
solemnly  determined  whether  a  Judge,  when 
accused,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  demand  that  his 
whole  canse  shall  be  tried  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  before  an  impeaohment  la  re- 
solved upon. 

In  deciding  this  question,  I  trast  the  Bouse 
will  come  to  sncb  a  conclusion  as  will  best  se- 
cure the  rights  of  the  people  and  the  accused, 
both  now  and  hereafter. 

Ur.  Ellbwobth  observed  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  fhmi  South  Oarollna 
brought  the  House  to  what  he  considered  the 
real  qnestion,  and  it  was  one  which  involved  a 
point  of  great  interest,  bnt  not  of  mnch  dil 
cnlty,  thongh  gentlemen  seemed  not  fyiy  to 

r«.  Whether  we  ai«  to  follow  precedents 
ady  established  in  the  casce  of  Jnogee  Ohase 
and  Pickering,  or  of  William  Blount,  Senator. 
or  are  to  mark  a  new  course  to  be  followed 
hereafter,  it  is  important  that  we  act  with  cau- 
tion, doingjnstice  to  the  accuser  and  the  ac- 
cused, as  well  as  to  the  public  If  the  House 
adopted  the  amendment^  it  wonld  be  only  on 
the  idea  that  the  Judge  was  to  be  impeached 
or  not,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Uouae 
on  the  facts  already  in  evidence.  On  these 
&cts  he  shonld  be  glad  to  hear  the  commentary 
of  the  accused,  who  ought  certainly  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  saying  in  his  own  behalf  what- 


he  had  to  say.  But,  if  a  contrary  conrso 
should  be  adopted,  and  the  House  shoold  reject 
the  amendment,  he  must  condnde  the  Hooea 
intended,  npon  this  inquiry,  that  the  aocosed 
should  have  lil>erty  to  introduce  sncb  evidenoa 
as  he  pleased,  and  thus  to  put  the  matter  into 
the  hands  of  the  accused.  Mr.  E.  said  he  could 
not  consent  to  such  a  course.  This  Eoose  baa 
no  coostitntional  power  to  try  the  accoaed. 
We  are  to  inquire  after  the  opppesaon  oom- 
plained  o^  and  io  inquire  nntil  we  are  satieSed 
that  an  impeachment  is  necessary,  bnt  we  ottn 
go  no  farther ;  we  cannot  try  the  case.  Is  the 
accused  to  bring  before  ns  such  witnesses  as  he 
pleases,  to  take  the  defence  into  his  own  bondtL 
etoploy  oonnsel,  and  try  the  charges  fully  ftod 
perfectly)  This  is  not  our  business.  We  tuive 
no  char^  framed,  nor  can  we  have,  until  we 
decide  to  go  forward.  From  what  has  been 
said  on  this  debate,  (sdd  Mr.  £.,)  he  waa  coa- 
vinoed  some  gentlemen  misapprehended  the 
nature  of  the  duties  of  the  committee  oa  which 
he  served. 

This  House  was  the  mod  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion. A  jndge  of  the  United  States  court  was 
here  complained  of  by  a  private  citizen,  for  an 
alleged  trespass  npon  hia  rights.  The  com- 
plaint had  been  presented  to  this  Honse,  -who 
had  referred  the  case  to  one  of  its  own  com- 
mittees. The  oommittee,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty,  had  sent  for  all  such  witnesses  aa 
might  enable  them  best  to  elicit  the  truth  of 
the  case;  bnt  he  could  assure  the  House  that 
the  selection  had  not  been  made  ex  parU.  The 
committee  had  endeavored  to  obti^  all  such 
testimony  as  would  enable  them  to  pr^ent  the 
case  fairly  to  the  House.  The  qnestion  now 
was,  whether  they  should  say  to  the  accused, 
we  will  hear  you  on  the  testimony  already  ob- 
tuned,  or  whether  they  wonld  go  farther, 
and  Buffer  the  accDsed  to  introdnoe  new  testi- 

Of  the  preliminary  facts,  he  could  say  that 
they  were  notof  an  ez parUiMaie.  No  doubt 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  get  all  the  in- 
formation they  might  deem  necessary  to  arrive 
at  the  tmth ;  but  he  denied  the  policy  or  the 

Eropriety  of  admitting  an  aocosed  party  to  go 
efore  a  committee  into  a  thoroogh  trial  of  his 
whole  cause,  with  conngel  to  ud  him,  and  then 
to  call  upon  this  House  to  sa^  whether  he  waa 

Siilty  or  not.  The  committee  had  sent  to 
issonri  for  A  and  B,  for  0  and  D,  indnding 
persons  both  for  and  against  the  aooused.  They 
might  have  procured  other  testimony,  bnt  they 
obtained  sU  they  thonght  necessary.  It  was 
now  for  the  House  to  say  whether  the  accused 
should  have  another  hearing.  English  prece- 
dents in  Parliament  have  been  searohed,  and 
wilh  the  exception  of  Warren  Hast^ga,  who 
was  impeached  by  Edmnnd  Burke,  rising  in 
his  place,  the  accused  has  never  introduced 
evidence  on  the  prdiminary  inquiry.  If  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  he  should  under- 
stand the  House  as  coming  to  the  condusion, 
that,  as  a  grand  Jury,  they  were  to  get  all  the 
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not  ground  of  impeachment.      Bat  they  were 

not  to  bear  Jodge  Peek,  as  if  he  were  on  his 

tml  before  them ;  the  Bonse  w»b  not  the  body 

ippointad  1«  try  him ;    and  he  hoped  thej 

vodd  proceed  on  the  ground  that  the  oochmc 

wH  to  confine  his  argnment  tc  ench  faoti  alone 

u  this  HoDse  might  chooM  to  inreBtigate,  and 

■at  to  take  the  Boose  into  his  own 

tbon^  he  were  to  have  a  foil  trial  on  thia 

floor. 

Mr.  HcsTctnTo^  addreseed  the  Chair,  in  rob- 
■tanee  as  fallows: 

1  haTc  read  the  evidence  on  which  the  reso- 
IntioQ  now  under  oonaideration  isfonnded,  with 
attention,  not  only  becauee  I  am  called  to  givemy 
*ote  OQ  that  resolution,  bnt  beoanee  the  ' ' 
of  it  is  of  deep  interest  to  the  parties 
ditttely  interested  in  it,  and  to  me  nation.  If 
tlie  Judge,  whose  oFQciucondnot  is  condemned, 
bts  90  conducted  as  to  reqnire  the  oonHtitntional 
intenmntioD  of  tbifl  House,  in  the  form  of  im- 
HschmeDt,  we  ought  not  to  shrink  from  the 
daty  imposed  npon  na,  fWim  a  regard  <«  hia 
Kpntatioo,  hia  fntnre  atanding,  or  the  Hverity 
of  the  poDishment  which  will  follow  couTiction. 
It  <9  dne,  in  soch  case,  to  the  indignity  offered 
to  tix  ootmtry,  to  the  disgrace  brought  upon 
Qwjadicial  office,  to  the  honor  and  safety  of 
the  W,  that  this  fionse  should  seek  to  remove 
from  a  high  and  important  station  a  judge  who 
Gils  it  so  nnworthily.  Bnt  if  he  has  committed 
no  oflence  worthy  such  stripes — none  embraced 
ia  (he  eoostitation  from  wnich  we  derive  our 
authority  to  act— then  it  is  dne  to  him  to  ^ve 
him  onr  protection,  to  sustain  his  repntation, 
sad  to  declare  him  innocent  of  that  offence 
which  wonld  endanger  the  lose  both  of  office 
and  character. 

Sotwithatanding  the  respeotAhle  source  from 
irhich  this  resolution  has  emanated,  and  with 
no  feelings  bnt  those  which  proceed  from  an 
iiuioDa  aesire  to  Judge  righteonaly,  (for  all  the 
parties  more  immediately  mterested  are  stran- 
lers  to  me,)  I  cannot  concur  in  the  reaolt  to 
which  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jadiciary  have 
come,  on  this  interesting  sobjeet^  and  I  hope 
that,  in  submitting  the  reaaons  on  which  my 
ipsaaa  ia  fbimdea,  I  shall  not  be  Justly  oh- 
noriona  to  the  imputation  of  favoring  Judicial 
tjranny,  the  worst  of  aU  tyranny,  beoatise  so 
difficolt  to  detect,  and  ao  oppressive  in  its  con- 
Nqtieuoee.  I  am  a  member  of  the  aame  pro- 
fasion  with  the  individoal  who  ia  sud  to  have 
Wn  oppreosed,  and  I  can  surely  wish  no  role 
iboald  be  applied  to  my  brethren  in  IGssomi, 
«bich  I  sboidd  repndiate  when  songfat  to  be  ap- 
plied to  myselC 

The  rescJtttioQ  snbmitted  to  us  is,  that  James 
B-Peck  be  impeached  of  high  misdemeanora  in 
(Act.  It  is  somewhat  difficult,  if  not  imposn- 
^  to  give  a  definition  of  the  term  mlsde- 
■Ktnor,  as  used  in  the  constitution,  which  will 
^nde  every  case  embraced  by  that  word.  It 
dwi  Dot  mean,  merely,  an  indictable  offence  at 
*niiDon  Uw;  for  if  a  jodge  should  oome  on  to 
Toi.Xt— 8 
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the  bench  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  or,  while 
there,  should  employ  himself  in  playing  games 
of  chance^  he  ought,  in  either  case,  to  he  im- 
peached. Nor  does  the  t«rm  inclnde  incompe- 
tency to  diacharga  the  duties  of  the  office, 
arising  f^om  physical  or  mental  inability.  The 
judge  holds  his  office  "during  good  behavior;" 
nut  that  phrase  ia  the  opposite  of  the  causes  for 
which  be  may  be  impeached — "  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors."  What  constitutes  a  judi- 
cial misdemeanor,  auhjecting  to  impeachment, 
must  depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  each 
case  as  they  ezisL    As  applied  to  this  case,  I 


oised  to  the  Injury  of  an  Individual,  and  dune 

To  auatain  thia  reaolndon,  the  committee 
must  be  satlsfled  that  Judge  Peck  had  no  power 
to  imprison,  and  erase  from  the  roll  of  attor- 
neys the  name  of  Ur.  Lawless,  for  the  causes 
which  led  him  to  do  it ;  that  the  exercise  of  this 
power  operated  to  the  injury  of  Mr.  Lawless ; 
and  that  it  was  done  with  a  corrupt  motive. 
If  either  of  these  pomts  is  with  the  Jndge,  the 
resolntion  ought  not  to  pass.  If  they  are  all 
against  him,  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

I  shall  spend  no  time  on  the  inquiry,  whether 
Mr.  Lawless  sustmned  an  iiyary  by  reason  of 
the  proceedings  instituted  against  hira,  for  it  is 
obvious  that  a  suspension  from  practice  for 
eighteen  months,  and  the  deprivation  of  hia 
personal  liberty  for  fonr  hours,  were  both  in- 
jnrions  to  him.  The  right,  on  the  part  of  the 
Jndge,  to  do  these  acts,  and  the  motives  with 
which  they  were  done,  are  the  only  topics  to 
which  I  shall  ask  the  attention  of  the  oom- 
mittee. 

As  to  the  right  Waa  the  conduct  of  Ur. 
Lawless  such  as  to  JuatiQr  the  court  in  treating 
it  as  a  contempt,  pimishable  by  imprisonment 
and  suspension  from  practice  ?  It  may  be  as- 
simied  as  a  correct,  legal  proposition,  tiiat  any 
puhlioation,  the  object  and  design  of  which  ia 
to  corrupt  the  fonntuns  of  justice,  by  its  ten- 
dency improperly  to  affect  the  doe  administra- 
tion of  it  m  causes  which  are  dependhig  in  the 
courts  of  law  or  equity,  b  a  contempt,  au- 
thorizing a  summary  proceeding  by  process  of 
ittaohment,  pimishable  by  fine  and  imprison- 
aent,  and,  in  case  of  an  attorney,  by  suspen- 
ion  from  practice.  And  it  ia  immaterial 
whether  the  efibot  is  attempted  to  be  produced 
by  the  operation  of  the  publication  on  the  judge, 
the  jurors,  the  witnesses,  or  the  public  It  is 
equally  immaterial  what  the  text  Is,  which  is 
made  the  tiasis  of  the  publication ;  it  may  be 
the  opinion  of  a  jndge  in  a  canse  previously  de- 
cided, or  it  may  lie  any  thing  else ;  nor  is  it 
necessary  that  the  design  of  the  writer  shonld 
have  been  accomplished.  The  essence  of  the 
offence  consists  in  the  intent  with  which  the 
publication  is  made,  and  its  tendency  improper- 
Ij  to  afibct  the  decision  of  causes  undetermined. 
Such  ia  the  law  of  contempts,  as  it  relates  to 
the  proceedings  which  have  led  to  the  reaolntioii 
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before  ns;  and  its  applicatioa  to  tliese  prooeed- 
ingB  is  now  to  be  considered. 

Before,  howeTer,  tbis  ia  done,  I  deem  it 
necessaiy  to  notice  some  remarks  whioh  bave 
fallen  from  mj  frieodB  from  Pennsjlvania  and 
New  York,  (Mr.  Budhaman'  and  Ur.  Btohba,) 
wbicb,  in  mj  Jadgment,  bave  no  conneotion 
with  the  merits  of  tbe  quefition  nndar  oousid- 
eration,  and  are  oalcnlated  to  produce  impres- 
sions not  jostified  by  tbe  acts  of  the  Jndge 
wbicb  are  complained  of.  I  will  not  stop  to 
examine  wbether  these  gentlemen,  in  the  style 
and  manner  of  debate  in  whicb  they  indulged, 
exhibited  more  feeling  than  properly  belonged 
to  tbe  station  wbicb  they  oociipy ;  for  I  am 
perfectly  sare  that  neither  of  them  was  actuated 
by  any  other  consideration  than  that  high  sense 
of  duty  which  we  all  ought  to  feel ;  bnt  I  mnat 
say,  topics  have  been  introduced,  which  de- 
serve, 1  will  not  say  reprehensions,  but  a  reply. 
My  Mend  from  New  York  told  tbe  committee, 
yesterday,  that  Judge  Peck,  in  his  written 
apology,  had  stated  that,  if  he  bad  erred  in  this 
matter,  it  was  an  error  on  the  ude  of  Govern- 
ment, and  caiculfltod  to  protect  ita  interests. 

[Hero  Ur.  Stobbs  expMned.  The  gentleman 
had  misapprehended  him.    The  Judee,  io  tbe 

Gper  whicb  he  had  furnished,  did  bLow  that 
hod  erred  on  tbe  side  of  the  Qovemment, 
and  enomerated  a  number  of  cases  where  his 


Eiacdy  as  I  onderstood  b;ni,  (said  Mr.  H.,) 
though  not  expressed  in  tbe  same  terms.  Sir, 
tbe  observation  was  calcolated  to  impress  the 
committee  with  tbe  idea  that  tbe  Judge  wished 
US  ta  recollect  that  if  he  bad  proceeded  in  an 
onlawfal  manner,  be  ought  to  be  shielded,  be- 
cause he  bad  done  so  in  order  to  fiivor  tbe  Gov- 
ernment. Sir,  no  EQoh  conclnsion  will  follow 
an  examination  of  that  paper.  Alt  that  the 
Judge  says  is  this:  that,  as  very  nnmerons 
claims  were  pending,  which  embraoed  the  same 
principles  as  tbe  case  of  Sonlard,  he  felt  it  to 
De  his  duty  to  give  tbat  case  a  most  tborongh 
and  close  examination ;  and  I  say,  that  whoever 
reads  that  opinion,  cannot  avoid  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  both  an  elaborate  prodao- 
tion,  and  one  written  in  good  faith. 

But  we  are  told  that  tbe  opinion  of  the 
Jndge,  except  in  one  particular,  was  extra- 
JndiciaL  If  this  was  intended  to  afford  an  ex- 
cuse for  tbe  criticism  of  Mr.  Lawless,  I  differ 
most  materially  from  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  BnoHAJTAK,)  and  my  Mend  tram 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Doddbidob.)  Neither  do  1 
a^ree  with  them  in  relation  to  these  ^>hittr 
dteta.  My  poor  reading  has  led  me  to  con- 
olnde  that  it  is  not  best  to  travel  out  of  the 
record,  and  to  express  a  legal  opinion  in  a  case 
not  before  the  court  Bnt  may  I  not  ask 
whether,  in  this  opinion  delivered  by  Jndge 
Feck  in  tbe  case  of  Sonlard,  any  man  can  see 
aught  that  looks  like  an  extra-judicial  opinion) 
He  first  settled  the  cose,  and  he  needed  not  to 
have  gone  any  further ;  bnt  he  then  proceeds 
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as  if  he  would  say,  if  I  have  been  wrong  ibns 
tit,  there  is  another  point  which  mokes  equaUy 
against  the  clumonts.  That  is  all  he  has  done. 
He  ^ves  different  reasons  for  cominir  to  the 
same  result.  They  are  reasons  coUed  for  by 
the  case,  and  such  as  it  was  not  only  proper, 
but  his  duty,  to  oonsider  and  discuss,  ulie 
gentleman  tilom  Pennsylvania  seems  to  lay 
stress  on  the  fact  that  the  Jndge  printed  hia 
opinion  in  a  new^aper.  If  that  remark  was 
intended  to  have  any  effect,  it  must  be  this, 
that  HDoh  a  proceeding  was  derogatory  to  bis 
judicial  station.  The  gentieman  says  that  when 
the  Judge  bod  given  Ma  opinion,  there  he  ought 
to  have  stopped ;  but  I  ask,  was  there  any 
thing  improper  in  publishing  bis  opinion  t  It 
is  a  prcMweding,  whicb,  if  not  frequent,  yet 
Bomeomes  occurs. 

When  the  bar  requested  this  publication, 
onght  the  Judge  to  have  told  them  that  a  com- 
pliance would  be  derogatory  to  the  profeasioa  I 
But  the  ^nUeman  adds  that  the  Judge  pub- 
lished this  opinion  in  a  political  newspaper. 
Now,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  where  he 


all,  I  do  not  know  wbere  be  must  have  gone  to 
doit, 

[Here  Mr.  BaoRANAH  expluned.  As  refer- 
ence bad  several  times  been  mode  to  what  he 
had  said  on  that  subject,  he  wished  to  remind 
the  committee  that  he  had  said  at  the  time  tLat 
be  knew  the  character  of  the  paper  only  from 
tbe  Judge  himself;  it  had  been  designated  by 
him  as  a  "  politick  newspaper."] 

But  the  nonorable  gentleman,  I  will  not  say 
in  the  coloring  be  gave  to  tbe  testimony,  but  in 
his  comments  and  argument,  inquired  why 
Judge  Peck  solicited  the  name  of  tbe  publisher. 
Did  not  the  Judge  know  who  be  was )  Was 
not  bis  name  on  the  paper  ?  Now,  sir,  if  this 
was  meant  for  any  Ibmg,  it  was  to  strengthen 
the  idea  that  the  Judge  had  selected  his  victim. 
But  surely  the  gentieman  knows  that  no  attach- 
ment could  issue  to  bring  the  party  before  the 
court,  without  an  affidavit  to  found  it  upon. 
And  thongb  ^le  Jndge  might  see  on  the  face  of 
the  paper  that  A  B  was  the  publisher,  he  could 
not  issue  a  rule  on  such  evidence — it  must  be 
of  record.  There  was,  then,  nothing  improper 
in  taking  steps  to  procure  on  affidavit. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  asks,  why  call  particularly 
on  Lawless, when  all  tbe  bar  wid  many  other  per- 
sons were  present!  Why,  sir.  Lawless  was  not 
specially  called.  The  Judge  inquired  if  any- 
one present  knew  who  was  tbe  publisher  of 
that  paper,  and  Mr.  Lawless  volunteered  an  an- 
swer to  the  question.  Without  that  answer  he 
could  not  have  proceeded  an  inch.  Alter  Mr. 
Lawless  (and  the  fact  is  creditable  to  him  cer- 
tainly) bad  verified  the  fact,  then  the  attach- 
ment issued.  But  I  bave  more  to  do  with  the 
matter  than  the  manner  of  the  Judge.  And  I 
proceed  to  inquire,  Bid  Judge  Feck  assume 
an  anthority  wbioh  he  did  not  rightfully  poa- 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  OONGRESS. 


L,tSM.) 


The  rammittoe  has  been  told,  over  and  over, 
in  a  style  the  most  warm  eai  animated,  that 
his  coDdact  was  arbitrarj,  oppressive,  nnconati- 
tntional — calculated  to  destroy  the  libertj  of 
the  preai,  and  that  this  gross  asantnption  of 
poitr  was  called  forth  by  the  exercise,  on  the 
part  of  lawless,  of  his  undeniable  and  unalien- 
able ri^t  as  a  free  citizen  of  this  repnblic. 
ffir,  let  Ds  deeoend  a  little  f^om  this  lofty  pinna- 
de,  and  let  tti  calmly  and  coolly  aat,  what  did 
ICr.  Lawless  do  t  And  was  his  act  a  contempt 
of  Hiiirt )  He  pnbliahed  an  article  signed  "  A 
Citizen  "  in  oae  of  the  papers  of  St.  Lonia,  and 
which  haa  1>«eii  called  "  a  respectful  commen- 
tary "  on  the  JndKe's  opinion.  Now,  sir,  there 
is  no  member  of  this  House,  whose  voioe  would 
be  sooner  or  louder  nused  ag^st  any  attempt 
to  soppress  the  legitimate  ft«edom  of  the  press. 
I  hope  I  shall  not  be  charged  with  any  desire 
to  violate  iL  And  I  hope  that  our  courts  of 
justice  will  never  be  held  to  be  so  eocred,  that 
their  a^jadlcationa  may  not  be  the  snbjeet  of 
CiiT  and  temperate  animadversion.  Stt  man  is 
above  it,  or  ought  te  be  above  it  The  mo- 
ment jOQ  CDrtau  the  freedom  of  the  press,  you 
destroy  liberty. 

Bat,  air,  vhile  I  guard  the  freedom,  I  am  as 
greatly  opposed  to  the  licentionaneas  of  the 
pn»;  I  will  take  care  that  the  object  of  such 
■limadverrions  shall  not  be  to  brins  down 
upon  a  conrt  the  vengeance  of  the  public,  aikd 
thus  iflect  the  great  and  vital  interests  of  jue- 
tiee,  and  the  peace  and  well-being  of  society. 
The  ease  has  been  treated  ea  if  this  article, 
sgutd  "  A  Citizen,"  was  no  more  than  a  fair 
and  boneat  commentary  on  the  opinion  pub- 
lished by  the  Judge.  Sir,  was  this  so  t  Were 
there  not  causes  pending,  of  a  similar  kind 
vicli  that  which  had  been  decided  t  It  is  ad- 
mitted— it  appears  in  evidence,  there  were 
otW  otnses  depending  on  Spanish  concessions 
to  be  adjniJK^  in  that  conrt.  Look  then  at 
iliis  pntdication,  and  see  what  its  object  was. 
Vhat  was  its  motive  t  And  what  was  likely 
to  be  its  effect  on  the  causes  pending !  Sir, 
»hat  does  Vj.  Lawless  tell  ns  t  (No  donbt  he 
has  a  right  to  come  here  and  spread  bis  wrongs 
hetore  ftia  House,  if  he  has  suffered  any — bnt 
he  is  the  accoser — the  witness  in  his  own 
i^ue.)  And  what  other  witnesses  have  we  t 
His  two  ooonseL  I  do  not  deny  that  these 
pnUemen  are  competent  witnesses— but  what 
doea  every  man  of  common  sense  know !  That 
>  party  in  interest  or  his  counsel  are  to  be 
heard  with  allowance  for  their  natural  bias. 
One  of  my  friends  has  related  to  me  a  fact  on 
thii  nibject.  A  judge  was  some  time  since  tiy- 
ing  a  cause,  when  some  point  occurred  of  evi- 
KDt  truth,  bnt  to  which  there  was  no  witness. 
One  (rf  the  connsel  in  the  caase  offered  himself 
*>  a  witocM  to  prove  the  fiKt ;  but  the  jndge 
■mieried  to  him  that  it  would  be  better  to  let 
the  tinge  go  oS,  until  a  witness  coold  be  o1>- 
'wwd:  because  it  did  not  seem  becoming  in 
*wnMl,  when  a  cause  pinched,  to  offer  himself 
^  be  iwora.    The  lawyer,  however,  inalstedL 


When  the  Jndge  said  to  him,  "  You  are  a  com- 
petont  witness,  and  I  may  not  refuse  to  have 
yon  sworn ;  bnt,  if  yon  do  testify,  I  shall  in- 
struct the  jury  not  to  believe  one  word  you 
say."  The  jndgo  may  possibly  have  stretohed 
the  rule,  but  the  counsel  will  never  forget  it. 
And  in  this  case  I  do  not  say  the  witnesses  are 
not  oompeteot,  but  I  say  they  are  parties  in 
interest:  and  yet  such  are  the  principal  wit- 
nesses in  the  cose.  Now,  I  ask,  what  could 
have  been  the  motive  of  Mr.  Lawless  in  writ- 
ing that  artiole  t  It  is  sdd  that  it  was  to  put 
his  clients  upon  their  guard,  and  to  prevent 
them  from  becoming  the  prey  of  speculators. 
Sir,  this  article  itself  develops  bis  secret  mo- 
tive— it  seems  to  mo  that  ]  can  read  his  heart 
as  plduly  in  that  transaction,  as  if  it  was  l^d 
open  before  my  eyes.  Is  it  not  demonstrable 
tliat  his  motive  could  not  have  been  that  which 
is  assigned  by  his  advocates  here  f  If  it  had 
been,  what  could  have  been  easier  than  to  have 
inserted  an  article  in  the  paper,  stating  that  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  Sonlard  was  not  final ; 
that  an  appeal  had  been  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  of  tJie  United  States ;  and  that  the  cause 
was  to  be  considered  as  sttll  pending,  and  re- 
commending to  bis  clients  to  wait  the  issue  be- 
fore they  took  any  steps  in  relation  to  their 
claims,  Bnt,  no ;  he  did  not  take  this  conrse, 
but  inserted  an  uticle  virtually  holding  ont  to 
his  diente  this  language:  Do  not  be  affected 
by  this  opinion  of  Jndge  Peck — it  is  quite  erro- 
neous. And  did  he  not  know  tliat  it  was  to  be 
this  very  Judge  Peck  who  was  to  sit  npon  their 
causes  to  try  them  t  And  would  his  clients  be 
deterred  from  selling  their  land  by  thist  Was 
it  not  the  very  strongest  reason  why  they 
should  sell  1  No,  sir.  It  is  impossible  his  mo- 
tives could  have  been  such  as  gentlemen  sup- 
pose. Charity  believeth  all  things,  and  cover- 
eth  a  multitude  of  sins ;  but  cnarity  herself 
can  have  no  room  here.  If  this  was  not  his 
object,  what  was  itt  It  was  the  object  of  that 
article  to  affect  the  a^udications  in  the  other 
cases,  either  in  producing  in  the  Judge  an 
alarm,  which  mi^ht  check  his  progress,  or,  if 
he  was  not  to  he  mtimidated,  then  by  pre-ooon- 
pytng  the  minds  of  those  who  were  to  become 
jurors  and  witnesses.  This  was  the  obvious 
tendency  of  the  publication.  It  was  a  direct 
appeal  Irom  the  conrt  to  the  public,  sUling  that 
the  Judge  had  been  gnilt^  of  errors,  both  in 
law  and  in  fact  Every  citizen  who  read  the 
article  and  believed  it,  woold  say,  this  jndge  is 
not  competent  to  his  duty,  and  he  should  not 
be  here.  He  has  been  guilty  of  eighteen  as- 
sumptions in  one  opinion,  all  of  which  are  erro- 
neons.  Sir,  this  was  the  only  effect  the  article 
conld  have,  and  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  this  was 
the  end  for  which  it  was  written.  Now,  if  it 
was,  then  the  act  falls  within  the  principle 
which  governed  the  law  of  contempts.  It  was 
intended  to  operate  on  coses  still  sub  judiee; 
whether  the  author  effected  his  purpose  or  not, 
is  immaterial.  The  design  of  his  publication 
was  a  contempt.    I  have  adverts  to  this,  not 
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BO  much  for  the  sake  of  stating  wj  own  opin- 
ion in  relation  fa>  it,  aa  with  a  view  to  correct 
the  erroneous  view  which  1  think  hag  been 

S'ven  bj  everj  gentleman  who  has  spoken  in 
vor  of  the  impeachment.  I  appeal  to  all  who 
hoar  me  to  saj  whether  tbe  resolatioa  has  not 
been  advocated  in  fact  upon  the  »ole  grotmd 
that  the  object  of  the  publication  of  Mr.  Law- 
less was  fair  and  honest  and  comtnendable,  and 
not  designed  to  have  anj  effect  upon  the  canses 
pending.  Now,  can  a  design  be  called  honest 
and  fwr,  which  goes  to  corrupt  the  foontains  of 
justice,  no  matter  how  this  is  effected,  whether 
through  the  judge  himself,  or  Ibrough  the 
jurors  and  witnesses !  To  test  the  truth  of  this 
idea,  let  as  sofipose  that,  instead  of  the  article 
signed  "A  Oitizeu,"  Hr.  Lawless  had  written 
one  in  this  form :  "To  all  persona  who  niay 
appear  as  jurors  or  witnesses  at  the  nest  term 
of  the  district  court  for  the  district  of  Mis- 
sonri,  before  the  Hon.  James  H.  Feck,j7ndge  of 
tlie  same:  take  notice,  that,  at  the  trial  of  Sou- 
lard's  heira,  the  said  Jndge  assumed  eighteen 
points  of  fact  and  of  law,  all  of  which  were 
hdae."  I  ask,  would  any  man  have  doubted 
whether  this  was  designed  and  calculated  to 
Impress  the  public  mind  in  a  manner  nnfavor- 
ablo  to  the  court  t  Bir,  there  is  not  a  man  who 
could  read  this  notice,  and  compare  it  with  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck,  that  must  not  suppose, 
ii  he  believed  it  true,  that  the  Judge  was  either 
a  verj  wicked  man,  or  else  a  natural  fool — that 
'  he  was  too  ignorant  or  too  corrupt  to  hold  his 
station.  I  now  leave  this  part  of  the  suWect, 
and,  aftor  a  word  or  two  more,  I  shall  have 
done.  If  it  will  not  be  thought  bj  my  friends 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  to  be  eitra- 
iudicial,  I  will  go  one  step  further.  If  I  have 
been  correct  so  far,  nothing  more  need  be  sdd ; 
but  snppose  I  have  been  mbtaken,  tbere  re- 
muns  another  view  to  which  I  must  advert^  at 
the  hazard  of  being  charged  with  an  dbxter 
dictum;  and  I  ask  whether,  in  the  condaot  of 
Judge  Feck,  there  is  reason  to  infer  the  absence 
of  malice,  whether  we  are  obliged  to  suppose 
that  he  had  any  other  motive  than  to  npnold 
the  honor  and  purity  of  the  court.  Sir,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  things  in  the  world  to 
judge  of  men's  intentions ;  and  I  could  not  but 
feel  some  surprise  at  a  remark  of  my  friend 
from  New  York,  (Mr  SroKHa,)  who  observed^  if 
I  understood  hiio,  that  we  need  not  look  with 
eagle  eyu  into  the  motives  of  the  acousedj  see- 
ing that  we  were  only  taking  the  preliminary, 
Bte^s  towards  a  prosecution.  "Sov,  sir,  my 
limited  practice  had  led  me  to  believe  that,  in. 
all  proceedings  ex  parU,  there  was  a  peculiar 
necessity  that  the  evidence  should  l>e  full  and 
satisfactory.  And  is  it  so  that  we  must  not 
look  into  the  motives  of  the  accused  1  If  not, 
then  there  is  an  end  to  all  fairness.  And  what 
is  the  conclusion)  The  accused  must  look  out 
for  lumsel£  Bat  sorely  the  presumption  of 
malice  may  be  rebutted  by  circumstances ;  and 
I  cannot  conceive  how  the  gentleman  could 
have  supposed  that  there  was  any  other  motive 


Pei±.  [Ann^  ISSO. 

in  this  publication  than  a  desini  to  bring  the 
court  into  contempt. 

[Mr,  Stobbs  here  explained.  What  be  had 
said  was,  that  the  committee  were  not  bound 
to  look  with  eagle  eyes  for  palliations  of  the 
offence,  substantiated  by  testimony.] 

Just  as  I  understood  him,  said  Mr.  H.,  and  I 
enter  my  entire  dissent  from  the  doctrine.  I 
am  a  perfect  non-believer  in  it.  The  question 
we  have  to  settle  is,  whether  the  oircnmstances 
are  such  as  to  infer  an  honest  or  a  malicious 
intent.  K  Judge  Peck  viewed  this  anonymoos 
article  as  more  calculated  to  impreu  the  pnblio 
mind  than  if  a  direct  charge  had  been  ad- 
vanced of  ignorance  or  corruption,  then  I  do 
not  wonder  that  he  came  to  the  oonclnsioa  that 
the  intent  of  the  writer  was  to  embarrass  the 
causes  which  might  oomo  into  his  oonrt.  I 
have  looked  at  the  criticism  of  the  Judge^s 
opinion,  and  I  say  that  every  charge  has  been 
highly  colored,  and  that  in  otbera  there  baa 
been  a  complete  distortion  of  the  Jodge's 
meaning.  I  ask  every  eentleman  calmly  to 
compare  the  article  signed  "  A  Citiien,"  -with 
the  opinion  of  Judge  Peck,  and  to  say  whether 
it  is  not  a  perfect  caricature  of  that  opinion. 
And  if  the  Judge  entertuned  this  opinion,  then 
yon  Snd  a  motive  at  once  for  his  condnct.  The 
article  held  bim  np  to  an  abused  public  as  in- 
competent to  the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  if 
it  did  so,  then  I  say  that  the  Judge  acted  from 
a  motive  which  is  fair  and  becoming  in  cTery 
man  who  means  to  protect  himself  i  and  I  say 
farther,  that  a  judge,  believing  that  one  of  the 
counsel  in  his  court  had  been  guilty  of  sudi  an 
attempt  to  corrupt  the  foontmns  of  justice,  and 
did  not  lay  a  hea^  hand  upon  him,  is  not  fit 
for  his  station ;  and  as  long  as  I  shall  continae 
a  lawyer  at  the  bar,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
subject  myself  to  the  same  rule.  I  do  not 
wonder  that  the  Judge's  commentary  on  this 

Erodnction  occupied  t£ree  hours.  The  subject 
ad  been  labonoosly  examined  by  him,  and 
had  been  fully  set  forth  in  his  opinion ;  and  I 
do  not  wonder  tiiat  a  drcnmstwitiai  examina- 
tion of  it,  and  refutation  of  the  falsehoods  in 
the  article,  ahonld  have  taken  him  a  consider- 
able time.  But,  sir,  we  find  a  motive  inde- 
pendent of  this,  In  what  oircumstanoes  was 
the  Judge  placed  when  he  made  this  examina- 
tion I  He  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  members  of  a  profesdon  honorable 
in  itself^  and  as  useful  as  tt  is  respectable. 
Among  them  all  he  found  no  voice  in  favor  of 
the  Government ;  but  every  member  of  the  St. 
Loois  bar,  excepting,  perhaps,  the  attorney  of 
the  United  States,  was  retained,  either  as  attor- 
ney or  counsel,  for  some  of  tbeae  claims.  It  ia 
sdd  that  Mr.  Lawless  was  personally  interested 
in  the  case  of  Soulard ;  whether  he  and  the 
other  gentlemen  were  to  share  profits  with  the 
clumants,  is  not  for  me  to  say ;  bot,  in  the 
State  from  which  I  oome,  a  lawyer  who  would 
lend  his  professional  services  in  a  speculation 
of  that  Und,  would,  if  detected,  be  stricken 
from  the  rolls  wi^i  disgrace.    What  morality 
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thit  I  un  veiy  gUd  sach  DOtions  have  no  place 
ID  mf  SUta.  A  judge  thus  Barroanded  had 
be«n  pablicly  clurgef  wttb  not  knowing  the 
bet,  or  the  Uw  oa  which  he  was  called  to  de- 
fide.  Ifow,  mr,  I  confesa  I  do  not  koov  dnj 
thing  more  calculated  to-  touch  his  reputation 
or  Tonnd  his  feelingH.  Purhaps '  a  charge  of 
corruption  might  have  be«a  a  little  worse,  but 
I  believe  that  most  men  would  nearly  aa  lief 
be  charged  with  one  as  with  the  other.  The 
Judge  did  show  a  little  feeling  on  the  occasion 
— I  think  I  should  have  shown  much  more. 
Ee  uX  patiently,  and  heard  the  charge  fully 
B^ned.  The  accuser  himself  says  that  he  was 
permitted  to  discuEs  it  so  long  as  he  wished, 
and  during  this  time  there  was  nothing  in  the 
Judge's  demeanor  different  ttom  what  it  was  at 
other  times.  Now  I  ask  what  motive  could 
the  Judge  hare  had  to  opprasa  this  man  !  Was 
it  his  interest  to  da  so  t  Evidently  not.  Was 
it  any  msUcioaa  resentment !  Why,  sir,  Mr. 
Lawless  himself  says  that  he  and  the  Judge 
had  always  been  on  good  terms.  I  therefore 
coQciade  that  he  actea  on  this  occasion  in  good 
Eiiih,  thon^  it  is  possible  that  he  mistook  Lis 
poverH.  £ut  it  aeema  to  me  that  the  very  otr- 
cnmstance  most  insisted  on  as  evidence  of  evil 
inteat  in  the  Jndge,  is  pregnant  with  evidence 
in  his  favor.  It  is  said  that  he  exhibited  pas- 
eioQ  in  his  msnner,  and  that  his  language  waa 
Tiolent.  Well,  sir,  I  admit  that  he  was  some- 
what indiscreet ;  but  I  am  yet  to  learn  that 
vazmth  of  manner  is  evidence  of  corruption, 
htbe  manner  of  a  person  who  designs  to  per- 
petrate oppression  under  the  mask  of  judicial 
Kwet  asoally  warm  and  passionate !  No,  sir  I 
cornea  coolly  to  his  task  of  hypocrisy ;  lie 
tipresses  great  regret  at  the  task  imposed  on 
liiiii.  He  begins  by  degrees,  looks  earnestly 
Dpon  the  assembly  and  compasaionately  upon 
the  culprit,  ^)eakB  of  the  enormity  of  his 
ofence,  regrets  extremely  that  he  should  have 
bfCD  guilty  of  it,  aaka  him  if  he  is  ready  to 
tf(Aogue,  and  then  proceeds  to  the  blow  for 
■hleh  all  this  preparation  was  made,  and 
Arikta  his  victim  from  the  roll.  Is  that  the 
kportment  of  the  Judge  ?  We  And  him  warm 
tsd  animatod,  over-eicitod,  perhaps  rash  in  his 
lugnage ;  but  does  not  this  tietray  an  honest 
conviction  that  he  would  be  fdthless  to  his 
dot;  if  he  did  not  ptmish  a  flagrant  outrage  on 
cbe  admioisb^ion  of  justice  ?  When  attempt- 
ing to  ascertain  the  motive  of  the  Judge,  ought 
•e  not  to  remember  that  he  offered  the  offend- 
er the  opportunity  of  pnrging  himself  by  oath, 
which  was  reAised;  and  my  friend  from  New 
Tork  thoo^t  it  astonishing  that  any  one  shonld 
'ler  tlus  reAiaal  as  an  aggravation  of  the 


[BitTt  Ur.  SnracKB  expluned.  He  sud  that 
vhea  interrogatories  were  oS^ed  they  were 
oever  limited,  and  the  accused  could  not  know 
«bat  would  be  the  nature  of  them.] 


Sir,  this  circumstance  flimiBhea  my  mind 
with  a  presamption  in  favor  of  the  Judge. 
The  interrogatories  necessary  for  the  aconsed 
to  purge  hioiBelf  from  intentional  contempt, 
were  few  and  simple.  The  question  was  put  to 
the  printer,  whether  Lawless  said  that  he  did 
not  intend  any  thing  like  contempt  towards  the 
court,  bnt  afterwara  we  hear  nothing  more  of 
this.  If  the  ol^ect  of  the  Judge  had  been  the 
gratification  of  revenge,  we  should  have  heard 
of  no  interrogatories.  I  will  not  say  that  the 
Judge  was  authorized  in  doing  all  that  he  did, 
but  I  insist  that  the  offer  of  interrogatories  was 
no  addition  to  his  guilt, 

I  fee!  very  ihaiikful  for  the  attention  with 
which  the  committee  have  indulged  me.  I  felt 
that  the  case  was  a  very  important  one ;  and 
as  very  distinguished  friends  held  an  opinion 
with  respect  to  it  the  reverse  of  my  own,  I 
considered  it  to  be  my  duty  briefly  to  state  the 
reosous  for  my  own  opinion,  and  for  the  vote 
which  I  shall  give  against  the  impeachment. 

Mr,  Bates,  of  Massachusetts,  observed  that 
this  was  a  high  criminal  proceeding  against  a 
high  officer  of  Government.  The  accused 
ought  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  liberality. 
He  need  not  speak  of  the  effects  of  the  present 
proceeding,  either  on  the  character  of  the  ac- 
cused party  or  upon  the  Qovernment  Merely 
to  allude  to  the  expense  and  trouble  incident 
to  a  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  the  ne- 
cessarj  and  oonseguent  delay  of  business,  would 
be  sufficient  to  induce  a  proper  degree  of  cau- 
tion on  the  part  of  this  House,  in  instituting 
this  constitutional  process. 

An  application  was  now  made  by  the  friend 
of  the  accused,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
make  a  communication  to  die  House,  orally  or 
otherwise,  as  he  might  choose,  in  relation  to 
the  law  and  the  &cte  of  his  case.  He  hoped 
the  privilege  would  be  accorded.  He  was  not 
for  fettering  the  Judge,  and  restricting  and  em- 
barrasaing  him  by  too  mnch  regulation ;  or  by 
the  commitment  of  his  friends  m  this  House  to 
this  or  that  course.  Let  him  be  heard  in  the 
way  he  might  himself  prefer.  Mr.  B.  denied 
that  the  House  was  to  proceed  in  the  character 
of  a  grand  jury.  He  nad  much  doubt  on  the 
propriety  of  receiving  only  tx  partt  evidence, 
in  many  cases,  even  before  an  ordinary  grand 
jury ;  bnt  the  reasons  for  it  there  would  not 
apply  to  this  House.  If  the  accused  was  de- 
sirous of  being  heard  either  on  the  law  or  on 
the  facts,  Mr.  B.  was  for  hearing  him.  He 
thought  it  dne  to  him.  He  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  adopted,  in  the  confidence  that 
Jndge  Peck  knew  what  bdon^  to  this  House, 
and  what  became  him  as  a  judge  and  a  gen- 
tleman. 

[Mr.  BnsoBS  followed  Mr.  Batbs,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  speech  conctaded  the  debate 
for  this  day.] 
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TnxBDAT,  April  18. 
Bufitlo  and  Jf«w  Orleaiu  Road  BiU. 

The  HoQse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Eatku  in  the  chair,  and  took  up 
the  Buffalo  and  New  Orleans  rood  bill. 

Hi.  Lea  said  that  he  had  hitherto  refhiined 
tr<tta  eDMeing  in  tl]ia  discQMion,  partly  on  ao- 
connt  of  the  exceeding  relnctance  and  besilan- 
cj  with  which  he  wonld  at  anf  time  ask  to  1m 
heard  in  thia  haU.  Bnt  he  had  been  influenced, 
also,  bj  a  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  at  the  time  of  presenting  his  views  on  the 
subject  generally.  Since  an  earlf  stage  of  the 
debate,  this  had  not  been  in  his  power,  in  con- 
aeqaence  of  the  amendments  and  motions  which 
had  been  ponding ;  and  he  was  aware  that  the 
same  difficulty  ;et  continned ;  bnt  the  manner 
and  progress  of  the  discussion  had  admonished 
him  that  be  should  not  longer  refi-ain,  and  that 
he  onght  to  use  the  contemplated  amendment 
by  way  of  objection  and  argament  against  the 
bill  in  its  present  form.  He  would  thus  be  able 
to  exhibit  the  comparatiTe  advantages  of  the 
plan  of  the  amendment  for  eiecntinic  this  and 
similar  works,  and  both  modes  woold  then  be 
befbre  the  committw,  so  that  gentlemen  conld 
fairly  consider  whether  they  would  be  willing 
to  adopt  either.  If  so,  they  would  be  prepared 
to  vote  Bg^nst  the  motion  now  pending  to 
strike  ont  the  enacting  elanse  of  the  biU ;  bnt, 
if  otherwise,  they  would  enstain  that  motion 
which  goes  to  defeat  the  whole  bill.  He 
thought  it  particularly  proper,  in  order  to  test 
this  measure  fairly,  that  both  plans,  and  the 
whole  snhjeat,  should  be  fully  developed,  be- 
fore the  committee,  previously  to  taking  a  vote 
on  this  question,  which  may  be  decisive. 

I  have  thus,  said  Mr.  L.,  indicated,  in  a  few 
wordsj  my  object  generally;  and  I  hope  the 
committee  will  now  indulgently  allow  me  to 

{iresent  my  views  more  at  large.  The  peon- 
iarity  of  my  situation  may  afford  an  apology 
not  only  for  niy  speaking,  but,  also,  for  giving 
some  of  my  remarks  a  local  direction.  Witli 
but  very  hnmble  pretensions,  I  have  desired  to 
be  eqndly  unassuming — and  I  might  not  have 
felt  myself  called  on  to  depart,  on  this  occa- 
sion, from  my  habit  of  silent  voting,  if  this  bill 
had  not  addressed  itself  directly  to  the  homes, 
interests,  and  feelings  of  my  constituents.  Bnt 
the  proposition  of  the  hill  is,  that  this  road 
shall  run  through  my  district  somewhere ;  and 
(in  the  "  glorious  uncertainty "  of  these  pro:- 
jects)  that  is  taken  to  he  almost  anywhere  and 
everywhere.  The  engineers,  to  be  sure,  trav- 
elled along  the  principal  stage  road  thronch 
that  country,  and  that  is  understood  to  be  tie 
western  route  indicated  in  their  report.  Bnt 
there  are  many  other  roads  running  in  the  same 
general  direction,  along  the  extensive  valley  of 
East  Tennessee,  between  Kentucky  on  the  one 
side,  and  North  Carolina  on  the  other;  and 
private  surveying  baa  been  resorted  to  for  as- 
certaining the  nearest  and  best  way:  And 
how  many  is  it  supposed  there  are  of  the  good 


people  alons  these  respective  roads,  who  have 
any  donbt  uiat  the  way  oeareA  to  their  dwell- 
iuRS  is  the  very  best  way  in  all  the  world  for 
this  great  national  road  I  All  bnt  one  route 
(and  that  one,  too,  perhaps!  ronst,  in  the  eni 
bo  disappointed ;  bat,  nntil  the  matter  shall 
have  be^  settied,  hope  will  continue  the  flat- 
terer of  all. 

This  multiform  oSbr  of  a  road  to  a  people 
who  have  never  received  any  thing  in  tms 
way,  and  who  feel  the  want  of  improved  oat- 
lets  to  market  more  than  any  other  part  of  the 
Union,  baa  naturally  produced  uncommon  ex- 
citement in  that  quarter.  It  is  not  difficnlt  to 
know  the  variety  and  luxuriance  of  the  growth 
of  such  a  hotbed.  Many  of  my  honest  constit- 
uenta  have  been  led  away  by  vain  expectations, 
which  they  will  never  realize,  and  excited  by 
means,  some  of  whicli  it  is  unnecessary  to  ex- 

Elain.  Not  only  much  speaking  and  writing 
ave  been  resorted  to,  hot,  also,  neigbborhood, 
town,  and  county  Meetings  have  been  held,  to 
discuss  and  decide  the  constitutionality  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  very  bill  now  under  our  con- 
sideration ;  and  with  the  view  of  instmcting 
me,  and  requesting  others  to  support  it,  aa  oou.- 
stitntional  and  expedient,  not  merely  for  mak- 
ing such  a  road  as  is  proposed  in  the  bill,  but  a 
raUroad,  according  to  the  rage  of  the  times — 
even  a  splendid  national  r^road  I 

It  is  not  my  purpose  now  to  Inquire  into  the 
motives  of  any  who  participated  in  those  meet- 
ings, nor  am  I  disposed  to  be  outdone  by  any 
of  them  in  matters  of  civility.  I,  therefore, 
take  occasion  to  perform  a  twofold  duty — first, 
of  rendering  my  acknowledgments  to  all  of 
them  for  the  attention  which  they  have  been 

E leased  to  pay  to  me  during  my  absence  from 
ome — and,  secondly,  of  tendering  the  thanks 
of  some  of  them  to  the  honorable  ch^rmas, 
and  the  other  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals,  for  this  preuons 
bill,  which  seems  to  be  regarded  by  some  as 
almost  a  providential  means  of  hastening  the 
millenninm  itself  I 

Having  discharged  thns  much  of  my  dnty,  I 
should  neglect  another  part  of  it,  were  I  not  to 
make  some  further  remarks  oonceminR  these 
same  meetings;  for  it  so  happened  that,  at 
some  of  them,  a  m^ority  dia  not  feel  them- 
selves qnite  so  much  flattered  by  the  bill  as  to 
r've  it  their  approbation.  Snch  was  the  resnlt, 
onderetand,  at  those  meetings,  where  the  sab- 
Ject  was  fully  disonssed  before  the  people. 
They  were  a  little  shy  of  this  proffered  favor. 
The  hook  must  be  better  baited  before  they-  can 
bo  caught.  I  have  forborne  from  censuring 
any  one ;  but^  I  should  not  do  justice  to  taj 
own  feelings,  considering  the  eitroordtuary  ex- 
citement which  this  matter  has  occasioQcd 
among  my  constituents,  if  I  were  to  refrain 
from  awuding  my  feeble  commendadon  to 
such  of  them  as  have  opposed  this  bill,  so  re- 
ally degrading,  and  yet  so  flattering  to  inter- 
eeted  and  snperfldal  ohservets.  With  such 
temptations  before  them,  and  in  the  midst  of 
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peat  daiDor  in  bror  of  the  bil],  they  have 
nuuiifeBt«d  that  kind  of  moral  courage  and  po- 
Btieal  Tirtna,  oa  which  the  liberties  we  enjoy 
miut  always  depend — and  even  those  who  may 
cudidlj  differ  from  then)  in  opiaion,  most  ac- 
knowledge the  sterling  patriotiam  of  their 
oonne,  in  adhering  to  what  the;  regarded  aa 
correct  principles.  Liberty  to  ^em  is  more 
Ttluable  than  gold — and  I  am  proud  to  have 
the  honor  of  representing  snch  freemen. 

Another  consideration  adds  to  the  peooliarity 
of  my  Bitaation.  I  find  myself  the  only  mem- 
ber on  this  door  from  several  hundred  miles  of 
distance  along  the  contemplated  roate  of  this 
road,  who  refuses  to  take  this  dose  of  poison, 
as  it  has  been  prepared.  Two  of  my  honor- 
able coUeagnes  immediately  to  the  west  of  me, 
and  another,  with  two  honorable  gentlemen 
from  Virginia,  immediately  to  the  east  of  me, 
are  in  favor  of  this  bill,  although  they  have 
arrired  at  that  point  by  different  roads,  some  of 
which  are  new  and  nntravelled  before.  For  all 
<it  Qwse  gentlemen  I  feel  a  sincere  friendship 
powHully,  and  I  have,  also,  been  in  the  habit 
of  bannonizing  with  them  on  political  sabjects 
generally. 

Perhaps  yon  may  conuder  my  sitnation 
rather  embarrassing,  in  the  midst  of  snch  a 
mollipUcity  of  routes  tbroogh  my  district — 
Hch  a  diversity  of  sentiment  among  my  oon- 
Etitnents— and  such  oross-firing  from  my  friends 
in  this  haU.  I  confess  that  I  derive  no  pleas- 
ure from  this  confusion — that  I  regret  the  con- 
flict of  opinion  and  of  interest ;  but  not  bo  much 
from  considerations  personal  bo  myself,  as  tVom 
others  of  public  concern.  Yet,  it  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  express  unavailing  regrets ;  every  one 
most  act  on  his  own  oonvictions  and  responsi- 
bilities ;  and  I  assure  the  committee  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  or  difSculty  as  to  my  own 
coarse.  I  will  not  vote  for  this  biU.  I  cannot 
^iprove  either  of  its  principles  or  of  ita  details. 
Bat  I  am  not,  tberelore,  an  enemy  to  internal 
improvemeats ;  on  the  conti'ary,  1  wonld  favor 
all  of  a  proper  kind,  to  be  ezecnted  in  a  proper 
DMoner.  A  good  rood  through  my  country 
would  donbtlees  be  very  convenient ;  and,  oer- 
UJnlj,  I  would  have  no  objectioiu  against  it  in 
itMlf  considered,  bat  I  have  some  objections 
■gainst  obtuning  it  at  the  expense  of  my  own 
oath  and  the  consUtution— our  liberties  and 
pemanent  welfare. 

Borne  honorable  genUemen,  have  told  us 
nDcb  of  their  obedience  to  Uie  will  of  their 
cinutitnents.  I,  too,  acknowledge  to  some  ez' 
tent,  the  force  of  such  an  obligation ;  but  not 
qoite  so  obsequiously,  perhaps,  as  some  of  mv 
friends.  I  would  not  be  understood  as  regard- 
l«»of  thur  good  opinion.  I  would  prize  it 
highly  at  all  times,  either  in  public  or  private 
life.  Nor  will  I  affect  indifference  to  my  own 
4eiiinyi  and  it  will  be  my  bneioeas  to  satisfy 
Bij  constituents  of  the  correctness  of  ray  public 
coDduct ;  bnt,  whether  I  sball  be  able  to  do  so 
<w  not,  is  to  me  a  secondary  consideration ;  for 
I  hoU  that  no  man  is  St  to  be  a  representative 


here,  who  can  heeitAte  as  to  a  dioice  between 
his  own  pereonal  popniarity  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  tne  true  principles  of  our  Government. 
To  them  I  look  and  oAhere,  as  the  best  means 
of  promoting  the  best  interests  of  my  people, 
rather  than  to  delusive  expedients  for  reliefer 
pitifiil  advantages,  reanlting  in  no  permanent 
good,  but  answering,  for  a  time,  the  purposes  of 
certain  candidates  lor  popular  &ivor. 

I  was  sent  here  to  act  on  my  oath,  to  do 
good,  not  mischief — to  eieoute,  not  violate,  the 
great  compact  of  this  Union. 

Uy  constituents,  of  all  classes,  have  long 
known  that  I  could  not  vote  for  any  snch  biO 
as  that  now  before  us ;  and,  while  some  of  thran 
have  been  asking  me  to  do  so,  they  mast  have 
had  other  motives  than  even  a  hope  thot  I  oould 
comply  with  their  request.  They  know  my 
sentiments,  and  they  expect  me  to  maintain 
them.  A  mtyority  of  them  sent  me  here  as  a 
State  right  republican,  as  contradistingnished 
from  a  national  republican.  They  are  jeolons 
of  the  assumed,  overgrown,  and  increasing 
powers  of  this  splendid  Federal  Government ; 
and  they  are  not  willing  to  look  to  it  as  the 
"  dispenser  of  every  good  and  perfect  gitt  under 
heaven."  They  see  that  it  is  becoming  more 
and  more  the  fashionable  idol  of  the  times,  es- 
pecially among  those  who  desire  to  be  initiated, 
or  to  continue  priests  at  the  altar ;  and  thej 
fear  the  danger  that  a  new  and  ponderous  ma- 
chine will  be  fabricated  as  a  substitute  for  the 
beneficent  original ;  and  that  the  idolatrons 
worshippers  of  this  political  Jnggemant,  in 
whole  communities,  ore  to  be  cnwied  beneath 
its  wheels.  The  thing  has  progressed  some 
distance  already ;  the  devotees  are  assembting ; 
and  new  converts,  even  from  those  who  were 
thought  to  be  steadfast  in  a  better  religion,  are 
prostrating  themselves  before  it.  I  yet  belong 
to  another  futh ;  and,  instead  of  these  immola- 
tions having  any  tendency  to  proselyte  me, 
they  render  the  scene  appalling  indeed,  and  es- 
tablish me  in  my  own  creed. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  all  will  agree  in 
opinion,  either  as  to  politics  or  religion ;  bnt 
there  are,  nevertheless,  in  each,  both  positive 
and  comparative  differences  between  right  and 
wrong,  on  which  mnst  depend  the  faith  of  In- 
dividuals and  of  nations ;  and  it  should  be  the 
effort  of  every  one,  at  all  times,  to  attain  the 
nearest  practicable  approximation  to  trnth.  Bnt 
while  important  differences  must  exist,  a  spirit 
of  toleration,  and  even  conciliation,  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  prevent  ruinous  distraction. 
Who  can  look  to  the  vast  and  various  interests 
by  which  different  portions  of  this  eilensive 
country  are  in&uenced — by  which  their  repre* 
sentatives  here  are  propelled  in  different  direc- 
tions, without  disoovering  the  utter  hopeleas- 
nesa  of  long  managing  the  great  concerns  of 
this  Union  to  advantage,  or  even  continning 
the  partnetahip,  without  exercising  the  ntmosi 
forbearance,  and  executing  a  deCennlDation  not 
to  push  matters  to  extremity?  When  this 
General  Government  moves  on  the  border  of 
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cantioa:  when  it  QDecrapoloDslf  passes  over  a 
donbtfnl  bonudaiy,  and  occupies  every  inch  of 
disputed  Kronnd,  hannoDf  and  good  feeling 
most  jielJ  b>  jeatonuea,  animosiUes,  and  cou- 
teutions;  but  whenever  it  sh&ll  boldlj,  delit)~ 
eratelj,  and  peneveringlj  march  farther,  and 
invade  the  nndisputed  territorj  of  others,  then 
the  natural  consequences  most  be,  (as  when  the 
Babicon  was  passed,  and  Bome  was  no  longer 
free,)  anarchj  first,  and  deapotjam  next. 

This  Federal  Governmeat  has  oAen  sported 
wantonly  on  doubtful  gronnd ;  oooaMonally, 
but  inadvertently,  perhaps,  it  has  trespassed 
further;  but  if  the  bill  now  under  conaidera- 
tioD  should  ever  become  a  law,  in  its  present 
form,  it  wonld  be  idle,  insulting,  to  pretend 
that  we  aim  at  any  thing  short  of  consolida- 
tion, and  a  complete  oooqaeat  of  the  State  au- 
thorities. 

I  consider  this  bill  as  the  moat  direct  and 
daring  attempt  upon  State  jurisdiction  and  aa- 
thority,  that  was  ever  before  a  Congress  of  this 
Union.  Is  it  not  t  What  does  it  amount  to  t 
Nothing  less  than  a  positive  direction  to  the 
Fresideat  to  take  prompt  and  efiectoal  meas- 
ures to  have  a  road  made  from  the  northern 
lakes  to  New  Orleans,  near  the  soathem  golf, 
withont  saying  one  word  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  jurisdiction  or  rights  of  States,  or 
corporations,  or  individaals,  are  to  be  regarded 
or  adjusted,  in  cases  of  difficulty.  The  strong 
arm  of  power  most  not  he  stayed,  hut  must  act 
promptly  and  effectually  to  accomplish  the  ol>- 
Ject,  no  matter  whose  rights  or  what  obstruc- 
tions may  interpose  \  tvc  eeutlemen  have  taunt- 
ingly told  us,  here  and  elsewhere,  that  an  act 
of  OoncresB  cannot  be  controUed,  unless  the 
political  omnipotencj  of  the  Snpreme  Court 
shall  condescend  to  advise  ns  of  error.  And  is 
such  a  power  as  this  to  be  [lut  into  the  hands 
of  the  Preddent  of  this  Union,  at  this  early 
day  t  Is  be  to  be  authorised,  commanded,  to 
go  forward  and  make  this  road,  without  reg^d 
to  the  righta  of  anybody  ?  The  like  of  it  never 
was  heard  of  in  any  coantry  that  was  not  a 
downright  tyramay,  or  where  there  was  even  a 
decent  respect  for  the  rights  of  man.  Some 
mode  of  ascertaining  righta,  and  compensating 
for  damages,  would  seem  to  be  indispensable, 
I  have  no  disposition  to  push  scruples  or  iu>pre- 
hensions  beyond  due  bounds,  hut  this  bill  has 
DO  bounds  as  to  prindple — and  when  or  where 
arewetostopi 

At  a  proper  time,  it  is  my  intention  to  offer 
an  amendment,  with  a  view  of  saving  the  rights 
of  the  Slates,  of  corporatjona,  and  of  individ- 
uals, as  far  as  practicable.  At  present  I  can 
only  urge  it  as  an  argument,  tn  show  that  the 
bill  is  not  as  it  should  be,  and  to  point  out  a 
better  mode  of  executing  this  and  all  similar 
works.  By  contrasting  the  amendment  with 
the  bill,  the  imperfectiona  of  the  latter  will  ap- 
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under  the  aospicee  of  this  Oovemnment,  by 
which  many  and  aerions  difficnltiea  will  be  ob- 
viated, and  which  I  think  well  worthy  of  th« 
most  deliberate  consideration  of  every  citizen 
of  the  Statea  of  this  Union.  We  are  told  that 
tliiB  Goverament  will  progress  in  the  banoess 
of  internal  improvement,  and  some  gentlemen 
seem  very  confldent  in  this  opinion.  If  its 
progress  in  that  way  should  be  very  extensive. 
It  must  be  matter  of  great  importance  that  some 
plan  should  be  adopted  to  attain  the  ends  in 
the  least  exceptionable  manner.  The  amend- 
ment which  I  expect  to  ofi^,  will  be  a  test  of 
the  political  principles  of  gentlemen  on  thia 
fioor.  It  is  of  a  character  too  distinctive  to  be 
mistaken  by  any  politician,  and  the  people  at 
large  will  understand  the  vital  difference  be- 
tween it  and  the  bill,  in  their  reBpecUve  ten- 
dencies. I  avow  my  objects  franuy;  fir«t,  to 
put  the  bill  right  as  iar  as  possible ;  and,  aeo- 
ond,  if  its  friends  will  not  adopt  a  bett«r  plan, 
to  put  them  thoroughly  in  the  wron^. 

Mr.  MuHLXKBBao,  of  Pennaylvania,  rose  to 
dtum  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  for  a 
few  moments  only,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  enter 
into  a  lengthy  ^scnssion  of  a  subject  which 
had  already  been  more  than  sufBciently  discnsa- 
ed.  Ue  presumed  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  had  given  it  any  attention  what- 
ever, must,  by  that  time,  have  made  np  his 
mind  upon  the  question ;  and  he  could  not  flat- 
ter himself  that  any  thing  he  might  say,  for  or 
agunst  the  measure,  woald  change  a  single 
vote.  He  rose  merely  to  express  a  regret  nt 
the  vote  he  found  himself  obliged  to  give  if  ba 
wished  to  satisfy  his  own  conacieuce,  and  pro- 
mote, in  his  view  of  things,  the  best  interests 
of  the  whole  people  of  t£e  Union,  as  he  con- 
sidered himself  a  representative  for  tiie  whole, 
and  not  for  a  part  only. 

Sir,  (swd  Hr.  M.,)  I  most,  when  called  npon, 
record  my  vote  against  the  bill  on  yonr  tables 
I  regret  this  circumstance,  because  I  shall 
thereby  vote  against  a  measure  which  my  mnoh 
esteemed  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  HBUpniu.,) 
the  honorable  Churman  of  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements,  seems  to  have  much  at 
heart.  He,  no  doubt,  sincerely  believes  that  it 
is  a  measure  which  will  tend  to  the  general 
welfare,  and  promote  the  good,  not  only  of  hia 
native  State,  but  of  the  Union  at  large ;  that  it 
will  further  the  interests  of  oommeroe,  of  agri- 
coltnre,  of  manufactures,  add  to  the  comforts 
of  the  people  in  peace,  and  their  security  in 
time  of  war,  as  well  on  the  aoatheru  as  on  the 
northern  and  northwestern  frontier.  A  more 
amiable  man,  a  more  patriotic  and  disinterested 
legislator,  may  not  be  found  on  this  floor.  He 
may  possibly  be  correct  in  hia  views,  and  I  in 
error.  It  is,  however,  human  nature  to  differ ; 
but  every  honest  man  moat  be  guided  by  his 
own  convictions  of  right  and  wrong,  of  the  ex- 
pediency or  inexpediency  of  any  measure  upon 
which  he  is  called  in  duty  to  decide. 

I  regret  (said  Mr.  M.)  tbo  vote  I  mnst  give, 
becauae  it  is  in  oppoeition  to  the  opinjon  trf 
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TsiMDj,  perhmps  in  opporftion  to  the  opinion  of 
a  large  m^ority  of  my  colleagaea,  vho  have 
more  erpenence  in  legiaUtive  matben  than  mj- 
teif,  and  for  whose  opinion,  colleotivelj,  and 
indlTidiudly,  I  hare  th«  fai^bwt  regard. 

I  regret  it,  beoanse  it  is  ^tparentlj  against 
the  immediate  interest  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  mj  natiTe  State,  which  I  have  the  hooor 
to  npresent,  in  part,  on  thia  floor,  so  Ear  at 
le«at  as  the  expenditure  of  a  considerable  sam 
oat  rf  the  eommon  ftand,  within  the  boundaries 
of  tliat  State,  may  be  considered  a  benefit. 

But  (svd  Kr.  H.)  dotr  compels  me  to  over- 
enne  these  r^ets.  What  I  owe  to  the  people 
and  th^r  wdore,  calls  upon  me  to  lay  wide  bH 
pereooal  feelings,  and  vote  against  the  bill  nn- 
der  disciuaion ;  not,  indeed,  trecaose  I  thick  a 
messore  of  this  kind  nnoonstitntioDal.  No,  I 
have  no  icrnples  on  that  head.  If  that  were 
the  only  point  in  dispute,  I  conld  have  no  hesi- 
tatioD  and  no  recreta  in  givins  a  vote  on  the 
question.  It  womd  affi>rd  me  pleaeure,  I  oon- 
sider  it  a  point  long  since  settled — a  point 
which,  at  this  day,  riionld  not  be  called  in  qnes- 
tion.  If  OongteM  have  not  tiie  right  to  ao- 
thorize  intamu  impn>v«neate,  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  oommeroa  and  promoting  the  gen- 
enl  wel&re,  to  render  the  transportation  of  the 
mtil  more  eaaj  and  r^»d,  to  contribnte  to  the 
comforts  and  luf>pineai  of  the  people  in  time  of 
peaoe,  and  their  aecnrity  in  time  of  war,  it  has 
DO  rights  whatever ;  it  might  as  well  not  exist 
—it  might  as  well  be  expelled  from  this  hall. 
I  Tote  against  tiie  biU,  not  on  oonstitational 
princ^Un  therefore,  bnt  becaose  I  think  its 
ptssge  nniteoeesary  and  inexpedient,  at  this 
tJme  St  least. 

The  psMBge  of  the  hill,  I  contend,  is  nnneces- 
uTj.  It  is  not  neoeesary,  as  wme  gentlemen 
vfao  liSTe  preceded  have  asserted,  to  establish  a 
coostitodoiial  principle^  the  right  of  the  Oen- 
enl  Government  to  make  internal  improve- 
KKots.  No,  titia  question,  as  I  have  already 
Mid,  baa,  in  my  hombte  opinion,  been  long  since 
Httled.  Whatever  this  Congress  may  do,  it 
«i11  neither  tend  to  settle  or  nnaettle  it.  The 
express  words  of  the  oonstitation  itself;  the 
pinions  of  onr  ablest  men  on  the  bench ;  the 
opinions  of  all  onr  Preflidenta,  from  him  who 
*u  deaervedty  first  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
tram  Washington  down  to  the  present  iims- 
triou  Ohief ;  the  opinion  of  the  lamented  Olin- 
ton,  nndoabtedly  a  itateaman  of  the  very  first 
Older ;  the  opinions  of  a  large  majority  of  onr 
State  L^ialatnreft— all  have  established  it  be- 
foftd  a  question,  except  with  a  few,  who,  al- 
tkoogh  no  donbt  sincere  In  their  opinions,  and 
on  thst  aeoonnt  onght  to  be  respected,  are  yet 
too  moch  in  the  habit  of  splitting  hairs  both  on 
tbe  north  and  sonth  side,  to  have  mnoh  reliance 
^oed  in  tbdr  jodgment.  Neither  (said  Ur. 
M-)  doe*  the  pawage  of  the  bill  appear  to  me 
BMemiT,  *■  u  fbrther  contended  by  some  gen- 
UeiDMi  who  have  been  in  advance  of  me,  to 
pnnute  the  intM«sts  of  commerce  and  agrl- 
nlton^  the  trao^Katation  of  the  mail,  the 


comfort  of  the  people  in  peace,  their  secnrit; 
in  time  of  war.  No,  I  am  far  from  admitting 
this.  From  this  place  to  Buffalo,  we  have  al- 
ready more  than  one  road,  and  probably  as  di- 
rect as  any  can  be  made.  None  certainly  can 
be  made  better  for  less  than  three  times  the 
snm  fixed  as  an  average  for  the  mile  in  the  bill 
now  before  ns.  Indeed,  we  have,  by  talcing  a 
circuit  of  a  few  miles,  an  excellent  tnrnplke  for 
at  least  one-half  tbe  distance.  We  want,  at 
present,  in  onr  section  of  the  Union,  no  more 
roads  for  the  accommodation  of  trade,  or  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  or  even  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  travellers ;  and  as 
for  the  conveyance  of  troops  and  munitions  of 
war,  it  is  futile  to  speak  about  it,  I  have,  to 
use  the  words  of  the  venerable  gentleman  fram 
Rhode  Island,  who  sits  on  my  left^  (Mr. 
BoBQES,)  "  been  utterly  astonished  and  con- 
fonnded  "  at  the  assertions  of  some  gentlemen 
in  this  respect.  How  long  conld  a  mnd  road, 
costing  only  fifteen  bnndred  dollars  a  mile,  be 
used  for  each  a  pnrpose,  in  the  Spring  snd  Fall, 
if  Gtovernment  chose  to  use  it,  which  I  strongly 
suspect  will  never  be  the  case  I  Tbe  situation 
of  the  Sonth  snd  West,  I  will  admit,  may  be 
different.  They  may  be  more  in  want  of  roads 
than  the  northern  section  of  the  Union.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  pass  a  positive  opinion.  But 
grant  to  the  States,  south  and  west  of  this, 
Uirough  which  the  rood  Is  proposed  to  be  mn, 
the  snm  to  he  expended  nnaer  the  bill,  and  the 
road  will  be  innnitely  better  made,  at  much 
less  cost,  and  in  one-half  the  time.  Indeed, 
admitting  the  road  to  be  made,  I  know  not 
what  you  are  to  transport  upon  it,  either  in 
peace  or  in  war.  Not  only  tne  ontting  of  in- 
Domerable  roada,  the  opening  of  canals,  the 
improvement  of  our  rivers  in  every  direction,  but 
the  use  of  ail-powerful  steam,  has,  within  a  few 
years  past,  since  the  concloaioa  of  the  late  war, 
upon  which  gentlemen  have  harped  so  much 
to  show  the  necessity  of  this  road,  entirely 
changed  the  whole  situation  of  our  country  as 
regards  internal  commnnicationB.  Prodnce 
wui  no  longer  be  conveyed  by  land  for  any 
distance.  It  will  everywhere  seek  the  water- 
eonrse^  and  they  ore  everywhere  near  at 
hand.  Troops  and  munitions  of  war,  if  they 
(iionld  hereafter  be  required  at  extreme  points, 
will  be  moved  upon  these  three  times  tne  dis- 
tance in  one-half  the  time  that  would  be  re- 
quired upon  land,  where,  with  the  best  of  roads, 
railroads  excepted,  the  practical  result  of  tbeae, 
carried  to  a  distance,  baa  not  yet  been  folly  as- 
certained. 


Wbditudat,  April  14. 
JvdgePeck. 
The  Spkaxkb  presented  to  tbe  House  a  let- 
ter fh>m  Judge  Peck,  aocompanied  by  a  writ- 
ten atatement  or  argument,  in  explanation  and 
defence  of  his  cffloial  condnot  in  the  case  com- 
plained of  by  L.  £,  lawless,  commonlcated  in 
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pnTsuanoe  of  Uie  pernuBnon  giTffli  bj  the  Ho<iBe 
some  days  ago. 

Motiona  were  meAa  to  commit  the  uf^ment 
and  to  print  it,  withoDt  reading,  as  it  appeared 
to  be  a  volnminona  statement ;  bnt 

The  reading  was  demanded,  first  hj  ICr. 
WiOEXirra,  and  withdrawn,  then  by  Mr.  DiX- 
IKL,  and,  ^fter  proceediDgsome  time,  by  bim 
withdrawn ;  neit  by  Mr.  Wild«,  and  the  read- 
ing continued  some  time  longer,  and  then  with- 
drawn ;  then  by  Mr,  Stobbb,  of  New  York ; 
and,  after  the  readine  had  progreeaed  some 
time  longer,  (in  all  an  oonr  and  a  half^)  Mr.  8. 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  Autber  reading 
waa  Boapended. 

The  statement  was  then  ordered  to  be  oom- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
was  committed  the  report  against  Judge  Feck ; 

Mr.  Olat  moTed  that  it  be  printed,  with  one 
or  two  of  the  papers  which  accompanied  and 
were  referred  to  in  it. 

Mr.  MoDrPTu  moved  to  print,  also,  the  me- 
morial of  Mr.  Lawless,  compl^ning  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Judge. 

Mr.  SmuoBKK  moved  to  lay  both  motiona  on 
tbe  table.    NegaUved. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  ex- 
cept from  the  prinlJng  the  p^en  accompany- 
ing the  statement  of  Judge  Peck,  which  was 
B^eed  to;  and 

The  statement  of  the  Judge,  and  tbe  me- 
morial of  his  accnaers,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Bafalo  and  2fm  Orleaiu  Soad  SilL 
The  House  then  took  up  this  bill,  as  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  yesterday ; 
and,  having  concurred  in  filling  the  blank  with 
fonr  dollars,  as  the  d^y  allowance  to  the  com- 
missioners, 

Mr.  Spbioht  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  with  the  view  not  to  tate  it  np  again. 

Mr.  WnriTLnET  demanded  tbe  yeas  and 
nays  on  this  qnestion,  and  they  were  ordered ; 

Mr.  SpiTonr,  to  aocommodate  his  ooUeagnes, 
who  wished  to  renew  their  amendments,  with' 
drew  hia  motion. 

Mr.  Oabson  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  made  in  committee,  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
Btiiking  out  the  part  prescribing  the  route  for 
the  New  Orleans  road,  and  inserting  a  pro- 
vidon,  directing  the  adoption  of  the  "  most 
direct,  practicable  "  route. 

Upon  tbe  amendment,  Mr.  Oabsos  offered 
some  observations  on  the  length  to  which  the 
discussion  upon  the  snljject  had  already  extend- 
ed, and  ^ked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  call  being  sastaiued,  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Blur,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  be  was 
aware  that  it  wonld  not  now  be  in  order  to  re- 
ply to  what  had  been  aud  by  gentlemen  in  the 
opposition  in  tbe  committee ;  bnt  as  his  friend 
£r<»a  Nortli  Carolina  QSr.  Oabbos)  has  now 
repeated,  in  pert^  what  he  had  said  in  Commit- 
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tee  of  the  Whole,  he  was  gratified  in  having  it 
in  hb  power  to  correct  that  gentleman  in  a 
gross  error  into  which  he  had  fallen,  as  to  the 
organicaldoo  of  tbe  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
ita,  of  which  be  was  an  humble  mem- 


He  hae  charged  that  the  location  of  the  road 
opon  the  weateru  roote  was  the  result  of  com- 
bmation  in  the  committee,  and  has  parcelled 
out  to  each  member  of  that  committee  hia  por- 
tion of  tbe  local  benefit  to  be  derived  from  that 
oombination.  Sir,  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  believe 
that  my  worthy  friend  intended  to  impugn  my 
motives  in  thia  matter,  though  such  woold  be 
the  irreuatible  oondnaioDj  mm  reading  hia 

Sirinted  speech,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  ia- 
ormiog  mj  friend  that  I  am  the  only  member 
of  the  committee  who  voted  in  favor  of  report- 
ing the  bill,  who  was  in  the  sligbtest  degree  in- 
terested in  its  location  on  the  western  rontA, 
or  resided  on  or  near  to  any  part  of  that  ex- 
tended line.  It  is  true  that  my  oolleaKoe  on 
the  committee  (Mr.  CBAia)represents  a  district 
in  Virnnia  which  is  intersected  by  the  road, 
but  it  h  dne  to  that  gentleman  to  say,  that  his 
determination  to  support  tbe  bill  haa  been 
made  since  it  came  from  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  was  reported  without  bis  support 
No  other  member  of  the  committee  reaides  on 
or  near  to  thia  road,  or  the  branch  contem- 
plated from  Zaneeville  to  Florence;  hence,  if  a 
combination  of  interested  persons  produced  the 
location  in  the  bill,  I  must  have  combined  with 
myself,  and  with  no  one  else. 

To  relieve  the  present  committee  from  impu- 
tation, I  can  inform  my  friend  from  North  Car- 
olina, that  this  bill  was  report«d  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvementa  of  the  last 
Congress,  as  it  now  is,  npon  the  western  route. 
Will  he  look  to  the  organiiation  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  inform  me  who  were  the  parties  in 
interest  then,  and  why  and  wherefore  was  it 
that  that  committee  selected  the  western  route  ? 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  (Mr.  Bunuii)  ia  i^ow  the  only  member 
of  that  committee  who  voted  for  the  road,  who 
was  of  that  committee  last  Congress.  This  bill 
had  been  reported  bv  our  predeceson,  (not 
one  of  whom  resided  on  that  ronte,)  givioK 

S reference  to  tbe  western  route ;  and  my  &iena 
■om  North  Carolina  will  believe  me  when  I  saj 
that  their  having  given  preference  to  the  ronte 
on  which  I  reuded,  waa  not  likely  to  call  forth 
any  ol^eotion  from  me.  Nor  am  I  at  liberty 
to  suppose  that  the  location  of  the  road  npoD 
the  route  on  which  my  friend  resides,  would 
have  been  calculated  to  give  offence  to  him, 
were  I  to  judge  from  the  pertinacity  ^vith 
which  he  clings  to  his  amendment  for  chtuig. 
ing  the  ronte  to  bis  own  district.  I  hare  felt 
it  doe  to  the  committee  and  myself,  as  well  as 
to  that  substantial  friendship  which  has  sub- 
sisted between  the  gentleman  f>om  North  Car- 
olina and  myself,  to  make  this  statement  and 
correction,  believinB  that  if  1  were  to  suffer  aaj- 
teLf  to  lie  under  tLe  imputation  to  which  bis 
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murkB  wonld  subject  me,  I  would  be  in  dan- 
g«  ot  tothiting  that  good  (q>mioa  whiolt  I  am 
eoQTiDced  he  now  enterUina  of  me. 

Ur.  OiBSON  shortly  roomed,  urging  the  &d- 
Tutagee  of  taldng  Uie  direct  ronte,  whioh  it 
would  be  a  truism  to  saj  was  the  nearest  roate. 
It  wonld  shorten  the  distanoe  by  &hj  miles. 
The  Teat,  he  observed,  in  the  conne  of  his  ar- 
rnnent,  the  Test  hftd  received  its  full  share, 
u  the  way  of  appropriation  for  their  benefit, 
by  the  granta  of  public  lands,  for  the  pnrpose 
d  improrement  within  the  States,  in  uiat  seo- 
tion  of  the  amendment.  To  show  the  inflaenoe 
which  had  been  bronght  to  bear  upon  this 
matter,  he  might  perh^>s  mention  that  it  had 
been  wd  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Penn- 
sjlTsma  d^effation,  that  if  Hr,  Oabson  did 
not  vote  for  uie  biU,  he  (the  person  speaking} 
shonld  not  give  hia  sanction  to  a  bill,  for  the 
paasing  of  which  he  (Hr.  O.)  was  anxious.  He 
also  instanced  a  ease  in  which  a  member  fh)m 
Vest  Tennessee  had  osed  language  of  a  similar 

Hr.  A.  H.  Shitpebd  thonght  the  order  to 
which  the  amendment  sbotud  be  proposed 
ihonid  be  the  same  aa  had  been  followed  in  the 
mounittee.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out 
tha  word  "western,"  in  the  fonrteenth  line  of 
Ihe  bin,  (respecting  the  location  of  the  line  of 
road,)  and  insert  "middle"  route. 

Mr.  Yanas  made  a  few  remarlu  on  tiie  sub- 
ject of  himself  and  his  oonstituenta  l>eing  en- 
tirely oninterested  as  to  what  course  it  might 
be  decided  bj  the  Honse  that  the  road  should 
tw  run.  He  lived  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
the  great  obannel  of  intercourse  between  the 
East  and  the  West,  a  ciroumstanoe  which  he 
felt  it  due  to  himself,  and  those  whom  he  rep- 
rtwnled,  to  mention,  with  a  view  of  showing 
that  the  vote  he  should  give  upon  the  question 
oonld  not  possibly  result  ftom  any  prospect,  on 
hii  or  their  part,  of  reaping  any  advantagea 
bom  the  proposed  road. 

lO.  Raicskx  ezpluned  in  reply  to  Hr.  Cab- 
*os.  The  observt^ions  allnded  to  by  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina  were  merely  jocular ; 
tliey  oocnrred  in  the  course  of  a  passmK  con- 
nrsation  between  himself  and  a  genUeman 
from  Tennessee.  He  was  exceedingly  sorry 
that  his  estimable  friend  from  North  Oarolina 
ecmld,  by  any  possibility,  oonstrue  them  other- 
wise, 

Mr.  OasMX  atH  that  they  h^d  not  been 
menlkined  to  liim  aa  such.  He  was  happy, 
however,  to  find  that  it  was  so,  aa,  indeed,  had 

!□■»  i^maw,  mA^toA  t#Y  hjfn    by  tho  gpnHptnafi  from 
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Hr.  Dbwitt  moved  to  strike  ont  the  enaot- 
ing  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stobbb,  of  New  Yo^  moved  the  pre- 
Tjous  question. 

Hr.  LnoHaB,  after  a  few  observations,  stated 
thst  his  district  did  not  approximate  to  the  line 
wliidi  it  was  proposed  to  trace  for  the  road  in 
cDutMnplation. 

Hr.  Boon  hoped  Oiat  the  gentleman  from 


New  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  would  withdraw  his 
motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Storbs  declining  to  do  to,  the  call  for 
the  previous  questjon  was  sostained  by  a  vote 
of  yeas  117,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr,  J.  8.  Babbovr  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  main  question ;  but  the  motion 
was  not  adopted. 

The  main  qnertton,  whloh  was  upon  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  was 
then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  Uakrhtokb,  Mr.  laAozs,  and  Mr.  Dwioht 
simnltaneously  rose  to  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  this  question.    They  were  ordered. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Basbodb  suggested  that  there  wore 
several  members  probably  absent ;  and  as  he 
wished  the  question  to  be  fully  and  Gurly  de- 
cided, he  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  which 

The  roll  was  called,  when  it  appeared  that 
nine  or  ten  memi>en  were  alieent,  most  of 
whom,  it  appeared  from  explanations  given, 
were  debdned  at  tbdr  lodgioga  by  indispotd- 
tion. 

The  main  qaestion  being  put,  waa  decided  in 
the  negative  oy  Uie  following  vote : 

Tub.— Uesm^.  tf oyes  Barber,  Baylor,  John  Blair, 
Boon,  Brown,  Barges,  Bulman,  Cahoon,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Condjct,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Robert  Cnir,  Cnne, 
Crawford,  Creiehton,  Crockett,  CrawniDsbield,  John 
Davis,  Denny,  Doddridge,  Duscan,  Edwud  Everett, 
H,  Sverett,  Fuich.  Ford,  rorw«rd,  Green,  GrenneU, 
Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Howird,  Hughes,  Hunt, 
BuntbgCoQ,  Ihrie,  Ingergoll,  Thomu  Irwla,  Wm. 
W.  Irrin,  Isacks,  JennTn^  R.  H,  Johmon,  EeniUII, 
Elncaid,  Adam  King,  Leipor,  Letcher,  Lyon,  HiLgee, 
Uallarr,  Uartindale,  TboEoas  UaiweU.  Lewis  Uai- 
well,  UcCreery,  Hercer,  UUler,  Uitchetl,  Norton, 
Pearee,  Fieraoii,  Ramsey,  Bandolph,  Reed,  Bicbard- 
son,  Rose,  Saieel,  Scott,  Bemmea,  Shields.  Sprim, 
Stanberry,  Staudifer,  Stephens,  Strong,  Sntbeiiaad, 
Swann,  Test,  John  Thamson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Tintoo, 
WasblDgton,  Edward  D.  WUte,  Whittlesey,  Wilson, 
Toung — 88. 

Nats. — HeHis.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander- 
son, Angel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bailey,  John  S.  Barbour, 
Philip  F.  Barboar,  Barnwell,  Burjnger,  Beekmar, 
Bell,  Jamas  Blair,  Bockee,  Borat,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Canon, 
Chandler,  CMds,  Claiborne,  Obt,  Coke,  Conner, 
Cowlea,  Hector  Craig,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport, 
Wsrren  R.  Darii,  Deberrj,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Dray- 
ton, Dudley,  Dwight,  Earll.Ellswortb,  Geoi^e  Evans, 
Findlay,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaitber,  Gordon,  Gorham, 
Hall,  Halaey,  Hsmmons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
Hubbard,  Johns,  Cave  Johnson,  Perkins,  King, 
lamar.  Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Loyall,  Lewis,  Lump- 
kin,  lUrtio,  UcCoy,  HcDuffie,  Uclntira,  Monell, 
Hublenberg,  NackoUs,  Overton,  Pettis.  Polk,  Potter, 
Bencher,  Roane,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Sbepperd,  S. 
A.  Smjtb,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  RicbKrd  Spen- 
cer, Sterigsre,  Henrj  R.  Slorrs,  Willlsm  L.  Btorrs, 
Swift,  Tabafarro,  Tayior,  Wiley  Thompson,  Trei- 
vant.  Tucker,  Tamum,  Verptanck,  Wayne,  Weeks, 
Camp.  F.  While,  Wloklille,  Wdde,  Williams,  Win- 
gate,  Tancey— lOB. 

Bo  the  House  decided  agtunst  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  and  it  was,  of  course,  r^eoted. 
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Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub,  thinlting  (ha  said)  that 
the  House  Iiad  done  enough  for  glory  for  one 
d&y,  moved  that  it  now  adjoom. 

Hr.  IsAOKS  demanded  the  jete  and  nay e  on 
Uiis  qnestion,  which,  being  taken,  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  Bi^ounitng,        •        -        -      18 
Against  it,  .        .        -        111 

After,  on  jnotion  of  Mr.  Tahob, 
The  Honae  a^oomed. 


Thttbsdat,  April  16. 

Fraud*  in  tht  eoUeetion  f^  the  ImpotU,  die. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallart,  the  seTeral  bills 
which  bj  special  order  came  np  for  oonsidera- 
tion  to-d»jj  were  postponed :  and 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  atat«  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Mabtjn 
being  called  to  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  bill 
reported  bj  the  Committee  on  Mannfactnrea, 
"in  alteration  of  the  seTeral  acta  laying  duties 
on  imports,"  (the  more  effectnally  to  enforce 
the  collection  of  the  dnUes.) 

Mr.  MAJ.ULHT,  Ohtiirmaii  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  who  reported  the  bill,  rose  to 
address  the  committee  in  explanation  and  sup- 
port of  the  bill. 

I  will  now,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  with  the  permission 
of  the  committee,  endeavor  to  assign  as  briefly 
OS  I  caa  those  views  which  have  been  enter- 
tained by  the-  committee  who  reported  the 
present  bill.  I  am  aware  that  the  subject  has 
an  important  relation  to  the  policy  of  the  c — 
try,  bat,  as  to  the  present  bill,  it  does  no 
volve  any  of  the  pnnciplea  or  questions  which 
grow  out  of  what  has  been  denominated  the 
tariff  policy.  Its  one  object  and  only  purpose 
is  to  provide  a  remedy  against  an  abnse  of  the 
laws  of  the  oonntiy.  I  shall  not  dis^isc 
teat,  that  the  principal  object  of  the  bill  ti 
tended  to  enforce  the  tariff  lawof  I8SB;  but 
there  is  no  need,  in  discussing  it,  to  enter 
the  policy  of  that  law.  It  has  passed.  II 
become  a  Ian  of  the  land.  It  has  received  the 
sanction  of  this  Government;  and  the  qnestaon 
now  is,  shall  it  be  carried  into  execution,  or 
shall  a  law,  thna  solemnly  and  deliberately 
sanctioned,  be  sufibred  t«  be  every  day  violated 
with  impunity,  when  the  Gcvernment  which 
passed  it  Is  aware  of  the  violation  t  This  ques- 
tion each  gentleman  must  setUe  in  his  on 
bosom.  Because  he  happens  to  be  opposed  ; 
sentiment  to  the  policy  of  that  act,  onght  he,  i 
a  good  citizen,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  u 
trusted  by  the  people  with  the  solemn  duties  of 
legislation,  to  withhold  his  aid  toward  carrying 
the  laws  of  the  country  Into  execution  ?  I  pre- 
sent this  simple  inquiry  to  every  candid  mind. 
The  tariff  of  '28  was  enacted  for  the  protection 
of  the  domestic  industry  of  the  Union.  Have 
not  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  passed,  a 
right  to  come  to  this  House,  and  ask  and  de- 
mand of  na  that  the  fUth  of  the  GoTemment 


shall  not  be  violated,  nor  Its  benefits  lost,  for 
want  of  oar  vigilance  and  core  I  Is  it  not  de- 
rogatory to  the  honor  of  this  Government,  that 
it  Hhouid  pass  an  imfiortant  law  on  which  the 
people  have  relied,  as  it  was  their  duty  to  rely, 
and  then  the  law  should  be  flSigrantiy  violated, 
and  that  the  people,  disappointed  and  deceived, 
sh^l  ask  in  vun  that  we  will  enforce  onr  laws. 
I  need  not  say  that  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  its  dignity  and  honor,  all  forbid 
such  a  disgraceful  state  of  things.  Would  not 
the  world  declare  it  degrading  for  legislators  to 
reply  to  such  a  demand,  that  all  that  they  have 
solemnly  done  means  nothing-  that  when  they 
paraed  tiie  law,  they  knew  and  intended  that  it 
should  prove  a  delusion,  that  it  should  carry 
the  appearance  of  doing  somethinE  for  the  do- 
mestic Industry  of  the  oonntry,  while  tlie  real 
purpose  of  those  who  passed  it  was  to  cwfer 
no  Denefit,  but  to  practise  a  delusion  on  onr 
fello  w -citizens !  Sir,  there  is  no  man  on  the 
fioor  of  this  House  would  dare  ntter  sooh  lan- 
guage to  the  people  of  this  Union.  They 
would  teach  him  a  lesson  that  he  would  not 
readily  forget.  But  we  have  not  yet  arrived 
at  eucli  a  crisis,  and  I  tmst  we  never  shall.  I 
have  stud  that  the  tariff  taw  is  grossly  violated; 
and  the  interposition  of  this  House  is  called  fnr, 
to  put  a  stop  to  its  violation.  I  acknowledge 
that  it  is  Incumbent  on  those  who  make  this 
assertion,  to  show  that  it  is  true.  It  ia  for 
them  to  prove  before  this  House  that  its  laws 
are  evaded  and  violated,  and  that  the  evasion 
and  violation  can  be  prevented.  I  place  the 
catise  of  this  bill  on  that  ground ;  and  if  I  can- 
not make  out  snch  a  case  as  will  prove  that 
this  bill,  or  something  like  this  bUl,  is  called 
for  by  the  state  of  the  country,  let  it  be  Kjeot- 
ed.  On  that  issue,  I  am  content  that  the  ques- 
tion shall  rest.  But  if  I  can  and  shall  show 
that  the  law  is  violated,  violated  grossly,  open- 
ly, end  in  the  most  shameful  manner,  then  I 
appeal  to  gentlemen  to  say  whether  tliey  can 
reconcile  to  their  sense  of  duty,  rendered  doubly 
sacred  by  the  high  station  tiiey  here  occupy, 
to  vote  against  a  measure  whose  only  object  is 
to  prevent  the  most  alarming  evils. 

I  have  alleged  that  one  of  the  roost  impor- 
tant laws  of  the  conntry  is  violated.  To 
Srove  this,  it  may  be  proper  to  show  tliat  both 
isposition  and  interest  exist  to  do  so,  to  show 
who  they  may  be  who  have  that  interest  and 
disposition.  On  this  point  I  will  make  a  few 
brief  observations.  They  allude,  chiefly,  to 
other  nations.  In  this,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  examine  minutely  their  domestic  policy,  but 
shall  refer  to  views  and  feelings  which  exist 
among  them  in  relation  to  the  domestio  policy 
of  this  oountiy.  If  we  look  to  Rwice,  wo  find 
her  pursuing  her  own  way — executing  her  own 
policy,  undisturbed.  Bhe  has  taken  a  firm 
stand  for  herself^  and  remuns  unmoved  by  the 
flattery  or  menaces  of  any  other  nation.  Her 
Government  and  people  allow  others  to  do  the 
same.  This  may  be  also  sud  of  Holland,  of 
Prussia,  of  Bnssia.    These  nationa  undertake  to 
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judge  for  Uiemselves  of  the  best  means  to  pro- 
mote their  own  interests.  Thej  are  wiUing 
IhitiU  otheis  should  eqlo;  the  some  privilege. 
Tb«j  sre  not  engaged  in  hBrassiag  all  the  world 
sith  their  doctrin««  of  political  eooQom^.  Bat 
can  this  he  said  of  Eoglaiid  t 

All  know  the  course  that  nation  haa  pursued 
towirds  this  couutrj,  and  all  other  coantriea, 
for  the  last  twenty  jears,  when  the  enconrage- 
meDt  Qf  domestio  manufoctiirea  was  discovered. 
WheD  the  United  Stat«s  were  hor  colonies,  the;r 
foraiahed  her  with  oae  of  the  best  markets  in 
the  world  for  her  Tarions  manofaotarea ;  aft«r 
the  war  of  the  revolntioo,  our  markets  were 
agwji  thrown  open  to  her  trade.  This  contin- 
ued oatil  oar  late  reetrictjous  on  oommerce, 
and  war  cloaed  onr  markets  agunst  her.  In 
the  mean  time,  most  of  the  great  natJons  of 
Eorope  became  determiaed  to  rely  on  their 
own  rexmrces,  and  sealed  their  markets  ag^nst 
Boyish  mannbctores.  When  onr  late  war  had 
tenninated,  the  market  of  the  TTnit«d  States 
became  donblj  interesting  to  England.  Her 
people  ponred  into  this  oonntnr  their  immense 
wmlna  of  mimnfactnred  goods,  which  could 
find  Qo  other  market  in  the  world.  Bhe  dis- 
corerad  that  oor  people  and  the  Government 
bbowed  strong  determination  to  give  ud  and 
eneonragemont  to  oar  domestic  inJostrj. 

6be  was  alarmed,  and  we  were  soon  over- 
whelmed with  her  doctrines  of  fi^e  trade.  Oar 
policy  is  represent«d  by  Englishmen  as  abaord, 
old-bshioned,  and  that  it  wonld  be  monstrous 
folly  .to  continne  iL  It  is  denounced  in  every 
corner  of  England,  and  its  violation  and  evasion 

rily  reoonunended  in  every  town  and  city  in 
kingdom.  It  aeems  as  if  all  classes  of  her 
people  ooDsidered  they  were  doing  God's  ser- 
Tice  to  reader  inefibctnal  the  protecting  laws  of 
tli«  Dnited  States,  and  prostrate  all  our  mona- 
tutitrin^  establiahments.  Under  snch  cironm- 
■Uoces,  uflnenced  by  the  most  powerfal  cod- 
■idfirations  of  her  mighty  intereeta,  we  oan  well 
comprehend  the  eiertiona  her  people  would 
make  to  accomplish  the  min  of  the  nval  indus- 
try of  this  nation, 

I  Bhall  now  fssjd  Ifr.  ]£}  proceed  to  ezam- 
be  soma  of  the  provi«ons  ai  the  existing  rev- 
B11M  laws  under  which  the  alleged  iraiids  are 
ptipetrated.  Tbey  have  been  fonnd,  in  prac- 
tice, to  be  wholly  ineffeotnal.  By  the  fifteenth 
wctitm  of  the  act  of  1823,  "  the  c<fllectors  of 
tbe  nvcaioe  shall  cause  at  least  one  package  ont 
of  every  invoice,  and  one  package  at  least  ont 
cf  every  twenty  packages  of  each  invoice  of 
loods,  Ac,  wbidi  pack^  or  packages  he  shall 
We  Grit  de»gnated  on  the  invoice  U>  be  open- 
•d  and  examioed ;  and  if  the  same  be  fonnd 
Ht  to  oorreapoad  with  the  invoice  thereof,  &o., 
I  foD  inspection  of  all  snob  goods,  &c,  as  may 
bo  indaded  in  the  aame  entry,  shall  be  made ; 
■ud  in  case  snch  goods,  Sea.,  be  sabjeot  to  ad 
T«loTem  duty,  the  same  shall  be  appraise^  and 
Rbjaeted  to  the  penalties  provided  in  the  thir- 
^nth  section,  in  the  case  of  snspeoted  or  ttaa- 
™^  iavoicea,"  &o.     I  am  sen^ble,  sir,  that 
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this  is  a  dry  subject,  and  somewhat  difficnlt  to 
be  understood  by  those  who  have  not  devoted 
to  it  their  particular  attention.  I  will  endeavor 
to  miake  myself  nnderstood  as  well  as  the  oc- 
casion will  permit.  The  collector  designates 
one  package  of  goods  ont  of  every  invoice  at 
least,  and  at  least  one  package  out  of  every 
twenty  packages  of  each  invoice.  These  se- 
lected packages  are  sent  to  the  office  of  the  ap- 
praisers, for  them  to  examine  and  apprise, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  ujneenth 
section  of  the  act  of  1823.  The  collector,  also, 
if  fraud  was  suspected,  might  send  all  the  goods 
to  the  appraisers  contained  in  the  same  entry. 

The  appriusers  are  bound  by  law  "  diligently 
and  faithfully  to  examine  and  inspect  snon 
goods,  &c.,  as  the  colleotor  may  direct,  and 
truly  to  report,  to  their  best  knowledge  and 
belief  the  tme  vaJne  thereof,"  &o.  On  their 
report  the  duties  are  computed. 

By  the  thirteenth  section,  the  penalty  is  pre- 
scribed in  case  goods  are  invoiced  below  their 
tme  value.  It  provides  that  "  if  the  value  at 
which  the  same  shall  be  so  appraised,  shall  ex- 
coed,  by  twenty-five  per  centum,  the  invoice 
value  thereof,  then,  iu  addition  to  the  ten  or 
twenty  per  centum,  as  the  case  may  be,  laid 
upon  correct  and  regular  invoices,  according  to 
law,  there  shall  be  added  fifty  per  centum  on 
the  appraised  value,"  &0.  By  the  tariff  of 
1638,  the  difierenoe  between  the  invoice  price 
and  appraised  value,  in  order  to  incur  the  pen- 
alty, was  ten  per  cent.  But  this  seems  to  have 
been  as  inoperative  as  the  difference  of  twenty- 
five  per  cient.  in  the  act  of  1B28. 

It  will  be  observed,  and  to  this  I  would  call 
the  most  steady  attention  of  the  committee, 
that  on  those  goods  which  have  not  been  ap- 
praised, no  penalty  is  incurred,  if  the  entry 
were  ever  so  fraudulent,  were  the  law  ever  so 
flagrantly  violated.  The  committee  are  most 
respectfully  requested  to  bear  this  in  mind,  as, 
by  the  practice  at  the  most  important  oustom- 
honse  in  the  United  States,  it  will  be  shown 
that  the  penalty  can  never  reach  any  goods  ex- 
cept the  package  sent  to  the  appraisers'  office. 
Here  arises  one  of  the  great  canses  of  oom- 
plunt.  It  would  be  inferred  from  the  law  it- 
self, that  the  collector  retuned  the  custody  of 
all  the  goods  contained  is  the  entry  until  the 
appraisement  was  made.  But  this  proves  to 
be  a  mistake.  Neither  the  collector  nor  any 
officer  haa  the  control  of  any  except  the  pack- 
age which  has  been  sent  to  the  appr^sers.  The 
penalty  reaches  these,  and  these  alone.  This 
will  be  more  fully  expluned  before  I  close  my 
remarks. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  exphUn  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  cnstom-bonsa  in  New  York.  The 
information  I  possess  is  derived  from  the  high- 
est Boorce  of  respectability,  and  on  which  I  feel 
confident  the  follest  reliance  may  be  placed. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  substanti^y  obtained  from 
nnmerons  American  merchants  engaged  in  onr 
European  trade.  That  our  laws  are  evaded, 
and  the  manner  by  which  it  is  done,  are  well 
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and«rBh>od  b;  a  van  proportion  of  the  buBiDew 
men  of  New  York.  It  is  a  common  remark — 
it  ia  in  the  month  of  almost  everj  one  in  that 
city.  Bat  being  in  posaesuon  of  full,  ample, 
and  accnrote  information,  I  will  present  auch  aa 
the  time  and  occasion  ma;  require  for  a  full 
understanding  of  the  Bnbject.  It  Till  not  be 
required  of  me  to  give  a  history  of  a  veBsel 
from  a  foreign  port,  from  the  time  she  ia  first 
boarded  by  an  ofBoer  of  the  cnstoma,  until  the 
eoods  imported  in  her  are  sent  into  the  market 
1  will  give  all  that  is  aeceeaarj  to  a  Ml  nnder- 
Bt8ndi^g  of  the  snbject.  After  the  bond  is 
pven  in  aa  estimated  amount  of  duties,  an 
order  is  made  to  send  the  designated  packages 
to  the  Bpprwser's  office,  which  is  done ;  a  per- 
mit is  then  granted  for  all  the  goods  not  order- 
ed for  appndsement.  Before  uta  appraisement 
is  made,  and  before  any  fraud  can,  conseqaentif, 
be  detected,  if  aaj  exists,  I  am  well  informed, 
that  most  or  all  of  the  goods  oontuned  in  the 
entry  and  invoice,  except  those  in  the  public 
store,  are  sold,  and  distributed  in  the  shops 
thronghont  the  cit?,  or  sent  in  Tarious  direc- 
tions out  of  the  cit}',  and,  of  course,  ont  of  the 
control  of  the  collector.  It  shonld  also  be  ob- 
serred  that  a  largo  amount  of  gooda  is  imported 
into  New  York  on  accomit  of  houses  In  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  Boston,  Atbanj,  &c.,  and 
these  are  freqaenUj  taken  directlj  from  the 
vessel  in  which  they  were  imported,  in  vesaela 
destined  for  those  respective  places.  Bo  far 
have  delays  taken  place  in  presenting  invoices 
to  the  ^prusers  to  have  sample  packages  ex- 
amined, that  instancee  have  oocnrred  of  their 
being  left  for  eight  or  nine  months  in  the  pnb- 
lio  store  before  the  appraisers  were  called  npoD 
to  make  the  examination.  It  is  also  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  appraisers  make  no  examina- 
tion Qntil  the  invoice  is  presented  to  them,  and 
that  the  final  adjustment  of  dnties  cannot  be 
made  until  they  report  to  the  collector  the  re- 
sult of  sach  examination. 

To  illustrate  this  snbject  still  farther.  I  will 
present  still  further  evidence,  which  I  will  read 
from  the  paper  before  me.  It  is  derived  from 
a  source  on  which,  I  assnre  the  committee,  the 
fullest  reliance  may  be  placed.  It  is  contuned 
in  answers  to  questions  proposed,  in  order  to 
obtain  full  and  precise  information:  "If,  on 
examining  the  sample  packages,  the  goods  be 
(bond  invoiced  below  ttieir  valne,  can  the  col- 
lector order  the  other  eighteen  packsgea  to  be 
sent  to  the  public  store,  they  having  been 
bonded  under  the  permit  I"  This  requires  a 
word  of  explanation.  The  present  collectors, 
for  a  time,  sent  two  packages  out  of  twenty  to 
the  appraisers  for  examination.  Be  was  deter- 
mined to  execute  the  law.  He  had  reaaon  to 
believe  that  frauds  were  perpetrated,  and  he 
wished  to  use  all  reasonable  means  to  prevent 
them.  Ho  therefore  sent  two  packages  ont  of 
twenty,  instead  of  one,  as  had  been  the  practice 
before.  But  from  the  clamor  of  the  importers, 
and  under  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  bad  to  return  to  the  old  practioe. 


to  by  Ur.  MAU.ABT  rested.] 

Mr,  Wt'Tinv  replied  that  the  authority  waa 
of  the  most  unqnestionable  respectability. 

Ur.  B&ATTON  made  a  qnestion  of  order.  The 
gentleman  (rom  Vermont  was  abont  to  read  a 
document  to  the  House,  of  the  most  important 
character.  When  the  anthority  is  demanded 
on  which  it  rests,  the  gentieman  pledges  him- 
self that  it  is  good  and  respectable.  I  do  not 
doubt  that  such  is  his  opmion,  but  I  have  a 
right  to  donbt  the  act ;  uid  I  inquire  of  the 
Chair  whether  any  member  of  this  committee 
hsa  not  a  right  to  demand  on  what  anthority  a 

Eiper  resta,  which  ia  used  for  the  purpose  of 
aving  an  influence  on  the  action  of  this  eoax- 
mitteel 

The  OHAtBuAK  decided  that  a  member,  while 
addressing  the  committee,  might  read  in  hia 
place  any  paper  oonUuning  respectful  language, 
and  could  not  be  required  to  give  np  the  an- 
thority on  which  it  waa  founded.  It  was  toe 
the  committee  to  judge  of  the  value  of  what  is 
disclosed. 

Well,  (said  Mr.  U.,)  if  the  ooaat  is  clear,  I 
will  proceed.  I  stated  that  the  anthori^  on 
which  the  evidence  is  founded,  gentlemen  >»i^t 
be  assured,  was  of  the  highest  character.  Tha 
subject  waa  one  to  which  I  have  paid  the  strict- 
est attention,  and,  for  the  present,  representa- 


ferred  some  time  sgo,  will  bo  given: 

Answer.  They  cannot ;  for  the  gooda  are 
not  under  his  control,  and  no  provision  h&s 
been  made  by  law  for  him,  in  such  ease,  to  enter 
the  warehouse  of  the  merchant,  and  take  away 
the  goods  to  be  appraised. 

Q.  Uay  not  the  eighteen  packages,  as  soon  aa 
they  are  landed,  be  sent  by  the  consignee  to  auc- 
tion, and  Bold  I 

A.  They  not  only  moy  be,  but  frequently 
are,  put  on  board  of  packets  or  steamboats 
direct  from  the  ship,  and  forwarded  to  th« 
purchaser,  owner,  or  ultimate  consignee. 

Q.  What  remedy  has  the  Government  other 
than  by  adding  the  penalty  of  fifty  per  cent., 
and  that,  too,  though  the  goods  are  invoiced  at 
one-foorth  of  their  value  I 

A.  The  Oovernment  has  no  remedy — not 
even  that  which  you  seem  to  suppose  it  to  have; 
for  the  fiity  per  cent,  cannot  be  added  until  the 
goods  are  examined,  appraised,  and  declared  to 
have  I>een  invoiced  below  their  true  value. 

This  answer  has  reference  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  which  I  referred  in  the  former  port  of 
my  remarks. 

Q.  Does  not  each  package  of  woollens  nsn- 
oily  contain  goods  of  different  qualities  and 
value,  often  varying  in  the  invoice  price  from 
fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  and  fifty  c^tta  or 
more,  in  the  square  yard ! 

A.  They  do.  Of  late,  whole  packages  are 
fi^uentiy  invoiced,  all  at  one  price  per  yard. 

On  this,  (stud  Mr.  M.,)  he  would  give  a  brief 
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eipUnation  u  to  the  effocta.  By  incloding  in 
the  tame  invoice  different  qualities  of  cloths, 
and  then  makiiiR  ao  average  of  tlie  price,  the 
vhole  package  is  bronght,  for  inatance,  under 
Ibe  dollar  minimum,  and  cliarged  with  dntf  as 
liaviog  coat  a  dollar  the  square  jard.  The 
effect  is  obnons.  B^  placing  in  a  package  a 
kw  pieces — five  or  six,  casting  not  more  tiian 
tiftj-fiTe  or  sistf  cents  the  square  jaid,  the 
ume  package  may  be  completed  with  goods 
vbich  cost  above  one  dollar  the  sqaare  jard, 
and  legally  chargeable  with  dot/  as  having  cost 


le  dollar  the  sqaare  yard.  The  result-is^  that 
goods  cmting  flfty-flve  or  Bixtj[  cents,  and  legal- 
ly chargeable  wiQk  doty  as  having  cost  a  dollar, 
are  employed  to  bring  down  under  the  dollar 
ffliajmum  goods  that  ahonld  be  charged  as 
hiTing  cost  two  dollars  and  fifty  cente.  The 
eiasioD  is  so  plain,  that  further  commeot  is 
totaliy  nnneceaury. 

Q.  Vhat  evidenoe  does  the  sample  pa<^age 
afford  of  the  qnality  and  actual  valoe  of  the 
oUier  packages  mdaded  in  the  invoice  T 

A.  Niwa  at  all ;  nor  does  it  sfibrd  any  evi- 
dence of  the  quantity  beyond  this — that  if  a 
nu)  is  (bond  honest  in  one  transaction,  it  is  a 
bir  presnmptiou  of  his  integrity  in  others. 

Q.  Is  there  good  groond  to  believe  that 
iDvinces  are  maae  ont  in  fraud  of  law,  by 
ume  agent  of  the  owner  in  New  Tork,  with- 
oai  the  direction  or  knowledge  of  the  owner 
bimselft 

1.  Ko  doabt  bat  that  frandolent  invoices 
us  made  oat  in  New  York ;  they  have  been 
detected  by  the  appearance  of  the  writing 
p^KT,  Ik.  Latterly  it  has  become  more  difii- 
(oli  to  detect  those  cases  from  the  appearance 
of  the  invoice,  as  the  paper  is  sent  out  with  the 
MptioQ  either  engraved  or  written  in  Enrope. 
The  committee  (said  Mr.  H.)  can  at  onoe  see 
Qm  opeiation  of  the  existing  Iaws,  which  I 
hire  presented,  both  on  revenae  and  maoofac- 
tirea.  One  package  in  twenty  sent  to  the 
office  of  the  appraisers,  the  officers  of  the  Oov- 
eniment  bave  no  control  over  the  remainder, 
but  ihey  are  scattered  to  the  four  winds.  They 
Kt  bejond  the  reach  of  Qovermnent.  The 
datj  a  therefore  paid  on  tfae  nineteen  packages, 
ucording  to  the  invoice  prioe,  let  the  entry  be 
e'er  ao  frandolent.  If  the  appraisers  shotild 
End  that  the  sample  paokage  was  invoiced  at 
fiftf  per  cent,  below  actual  coat,  that  sinsle 
PKbge  alone  can  be  made  subject  to  tne 
P«Mlij.  It  is  dear  that  tbis  might  be  wholly 
ucrificed,  and  the  importer  would  still  gtun  a 
profit.  Bat,  as  I  shall  enilain  hereafter,  that 
imgle  package  is  in  no  ^nger,  according  to 
^  practice  of  the  appraisers.  It  has  seldom 
er  nerer  h^inened  that  they  have  made  an 
•ppruwment  by  which  any  penalty  has  been 
iorurred.  Soch,  sir,  are  the  fitcilitiea  which 
uiK  noder  oar  laws,  for  the  commission  of 
frud  sad  evasion.  The  door  is  as  wide  open 
■■the  wanneel  advocatea  of  free  trade  could 
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deure.     It  would  be  marreUoua  if  they  did  not 
occasionslly  pass  through  it. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  &oilitiee 
have  been  pointed  out,  have  l>een  well  Im- 
proved, and  describe  the  means  which  have 
been  employed.  It  cannot  be  expected  tliat  a 
full  development  of  all  the  evasions  can  be 
made.  Those  ooncemed  are  not  among  the 
most  ready  to  make  disclosures.  But  I  am  in 
posaesalon  of  some  facts  which  most  clearly 
show  that  fraud  and  eva^on  do  exist,  and  bow 
they  are  managed.  The  ship  Silas  Richards 
entered  New  York  last  spring.  It  was  be- 
lieved that  many,  of  the  goods  imported  in 
tliat  vessel,  as  in  all  others,  would  be  found 
invoiced  with  a  view  to  evade  the  l^al  duties, 
A  rigid  examination  was  desired  and  allowed, 
and  BDspicions  were  fully  realized.  I  have 
before  me  a  letter  addressed  to  the  collector  of 
New  York,  signed  by  several  of  the  most 
respectable  merchants  of  that  city,  which  will 
explain  the  result  of  that  examination.  The 
namea  will  be  given  to  any  member  of  the 
oommittee  who  may  dewre  to  aee  them.  I  will 
read  what  may  t>e  material. 

"New  York,  9(A  July,  1839. 

Dua  sib:  Ws  were  invited  a  few  days  rince  to 
examine,  ■(  the  public  store,  a  quantity  of  brosd- 
daths,JuBt  imported  in  the  eliip  ^las  Riohards,  and 
which,  we  were  Inrormed,  were  invoiced  at  less 
than  one  dollar  per  square  yard.  Atler  a  careful 
examination  of  aeTerol  bales  of  said  Roods,  we  are 
deddedlj  of  the  opinion,  that,  aitbouKQ  a  few  {Meces 
in  each  bale  ml^t  poBtnblj,  under  &f  present  ex- 
treme depression  of  trade,  have  been  bought  in  Eng- 
land at  a  dollar  per  Bqnare  yard,  yet  that  the  piin- 
dpal  part  of  them  could  oot  haie  coM  less  than  one 
dollar  tweoty-flre,  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
square  yard.  We  have  been  informed  that  these 
goods  have  been  admitted  to  an  entry  witb  an  ad- 
dition of  but  Dine  per  cent,  to  the  invoice,  and  that 
this  addition  will  bring  but  a  few  pieces  of  them 
over  the  minimum  of  a  dollar  per  square  yard.  We 
■re  also  informed,  that,  of  the  two  appraisers  called 
in  to  say  what  addition,  if  any,  should  be  made  to 
the  invoice,  one  was  an  ageot  of  the  British  Dianu- 
fkctnrera,  who  is  constantlj  receiving  and  selling 
lai^  quantities  of  cloth  at  aoetion,  the  other  an 
auctioneer,  both  of  whom  have  a  strong  interest  in 
passing  el^ds  at  the  cnstODi-house  at  Im*  than  their 
value,  flow,  sir,  as  we  are  constantly  in  the  bosl- 
nees,  and  have  been  for  years  past,  of  purchadng  in 
England  for  cash,  on  our  own  account,  or  of  re- 
ceiving goods  to  sell  on  account  of  oar  friends,  and 
feeling  confident,  as  we  do,  tliat  the  goods  referred 
to  were  invoiced  at  Irom  twenty  to  fiAy  per  cent, 
below  their  valae,  we  cannot  refrain  from  most  re- 
speclfullj  inquiring  if  it  be  true  tbat  but  nine  per 
cent,  tias  been  added  Id  the  invoice,  thereb]!  screen- 
ing the  owner  from  the  penalty  which  would  have 
been  incurred  had  ten  per  cent,  been  added,  and 
Btin  leave  the  conaignee  to  pay  a  duty  of  but  forty 
cents  per  square  yard  on  the  principal  part  of  these 
goods.  If  it  be  so,  our  friends  and  we  must  abao- 
doD  the  business  of  importing  cloths,  for  we  are 
paying  a  duty  of  oae  dollar  per  square  yard  on  the 
same  quality  of  doth,  as  a  large  proportion  of  the 
goods  in  question  are,  wliile  the  foreigner  is  sending 
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th«m  m  and  paying  but  (onj  ccnti  per  aquate  yard. 
We  deem  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  onr  GOTeramcDt,  as 
well  as  oortelTea,  moat  respectfully  to  proleal  against 
inch  a  course  of  buwoesa ;  a  conrie  which  hu  drireo 
taaoy,  and  will  drire  every  honest  man,  out  of  the 
importiDg  budoeaa,  and  by  which  Gotemment  la 
defrauded  of  the  revenae. 

SaXIIII.  SffARTWODT,  Esq., 

CoUtctor,  it.  Nat  York:' 

I  nhall  now  proceed  to  ^ve  the  committee  a 
few  inatftooes,  oat  of  handreda  I  possess,  of 
eraslonB  of  oor  laws,  and  the  manner  by  which 
they  are  accomplished.  My  aatbority  is  de- 
rived from  mo9t  respectahle  merchants  of  New 
York.  I  shall  not  use  their  names  on  this 
occasion,  in  public  debate.  I  nee  no  neceasitj, 
at  present,  to  make  the  designation ;  yet  they 
will  not  be  withheld,  on  the  application  of  anj 
gentleman  of  the  committee  who  desires  to  see 
them.  I  shall  read  the  printed  statements 
which  have  been  placed  in  my  hands.  The 
aothenticity,  I  am  confident,  cannot  be  denied. 
My  authority,  as  I  have  before  stated,  is  ready 
to  be  disclosed. 

"  A  dealer  of  this  city  purchased  at  auction  a  case 
of  goods,  which  were  sold  en^tled  to  debentnre. 
Haling  made  previous  purcbaaes  of  the  same  kind 
of  goods  at  prirate  sale,  and  iKiog  thos  acquainted 
with  the  origioal  coal  at  the  place  of  maaufacture, 
he  could  judge,  with  considerable  accuracy,  what 
amount  of  debenture  they  would  yield  to  bim  on 
their  shipment  to  a  foreign  port.  AfUr  making  the 
necessary  entries  at  the  custom-house,  for  the  pnr- 
poae  of  shipment,  be  was  much  surprised  to  find  the 
amount  of  debenture  so  small;  and,  on  a  further 
eiamiuation,  found  that  this  was  owing  to  the  very 
low  price  at  which  the  goods  had  been  entered  at 
the  eustom-honse.  It  appeared  strange  to  bim  that 
one  foreign  importer  should  be  able  to  buy  the 
same  article  in  the  same  market  thirty  to  thirty-five 
per  cent,  cheaper  than  another,  both  having  receiv- 
ed the  nune  kind  of  goods  bj  the  same  vesseL  To 
test  the  matter,  however,  as  to  the  actual  cost  of 
the  goods  in  question,  a  pattern  was  cut  fmm  sev- 
eral of  the  pieces,  specifying  the  number  and  length, 
the  vessel  by  which  they  had  been  rcceiTed,  Ac.,  ta. 
These  patterns  were  sent  to  Europe,  to  the  place 
where  the  goods  were  made  and  purchased,  and 
very  parlici^u'  directions  were  given  to  ascertain 
the  actual  cost  paid  bj  the  agent  of  the  Importe 
The  information  returned  was  of  tbe  most  poeitii 
and  unquestionable  character.  It  stated,  among 
several  particulars  of  minor  consideration,  the  time 
when  the  goods  were  bought,  by  whom,  and  of 
whom  they  were  bought,  and  the  exact  net  price 
paid  for  them.  The  result  was  (as  anticipated  by 
judges)  that  they  actually  cost  the  importer  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  per  cent,  more  than  he  had  paid  duty 
on  at  the  oustom-house." 

"  A  merchant  of  this  city  happened  to  go  Into  the 
store  of  an  importer,  who  does  the  bulk  of  his 
business  by  auction,  and  seeing  a  package  of  desir- 
able  goods,  inquired  the  price  of  it.  The  invoic 
was  exhibited,  ihrougb  a  mistake  of  the  importei 
It  happened  to  be  that  by  which  the  goods  had 
been  entered  at  the  custom-house,  aud  by  which 
they  bad  p^d  the  duly.  It  was  at  least  thirty-five 
per  cent  less  than  many  other  importers  paid  fhr 
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le  same  descripUon  of  goods  at  the  same  time.  As 
proof  of  this,  and  to  try  whether  the  cost  exhib- 
ited was  fictitious,  the  dealer  oOered  to  the  importer 
twenty-five  per  cent,  profit  on  the  cost  Bihfbited. 
This  was  refused,  with  his  aaaunnce  that  at  that 
he  should  lose  money,  which  be  could  not  af- 
ford to  do.  Had  the  custom-house  invoice  been 
the  real  cost,  would  he  hare  refused  this  enarmooa 
profit?  This  act  speaks  for  itself^  and  does  not 
need  further  elocidatiou." 

one  well  onderatood 
by  merchants,  that  many  forrign  Importers,  resident 
in  this  country,  and  who  do  nearly  all  their  bnsineu 
kre  in  the  constant  haUt  of  receiving 
of  each  parcel  of  goods.    One  of  these 

at  a  very  low  rate,  and  is  used  to  enter 

the  goods.  Tbe  other  contains  the  actual  coat.  A 
foreign  importer,  by  aciMdent,  sold  ■  package  of 
goods  at  a  certain  advance  on  the  cost,  and  this 
cost  unfortanately  happened  te  be  that  by  which 
they  bad  been  entered  and  the  duties  paid.  Shortly 
after  making  the  sale,  he  discovered  that  he  bad 
sold  tbe  gooda  at  an  advance  on  the  flcUtioos  cost, 
or,  in  other  words,  on  the  custom-boose  invoice. 
He  therefore  goes  to  the  buyer,  and  Informs  him 
that  he  had  made  this  mistake,  and  intdsts  that  he 
should  make  up  the  difference  between  the  actual 
and  blae  cost  The  buyer  who  had  got  a  good  bar- 
gain, nod  was  much  surprised  at  the  novelty  of  this 
request,  refused  to  allow  any  thing,  and  Informed 
' '  n  that,  if  he  pernsted  in  this  cIiuid,  he  would  go 
the  collector  of  the  customs  and  expose  him. 
e  importer  was  prudent  enough  to  pocket  the  af- 
front, and  went  about  his  business." 

"The  foreign  importers  of  woollen  goods  drive  an 
enormous  trade  by  means  of  auctions.  Indeed,  they 
scarcely  sell  sny  thing  at  private  sale.  When  they 
do  BO,  their  invtnces  are  never  shown.  In  a  confi- 
dential conversation  (as  regards  names)  with  a  man 
of  integrity,  depmdent  on  a  clerk's  salary  for  sup- 
port, I  obtained  some  Insight  into  the  manner  in 
whidi  these  woollen  dealers  manage  thdr  frauda. 
The  common  custom  amongst  this  class  of  importers 
is,  to  enter  goods  on  an  invoice  made  out  expressly 
for  this  purpose,  and  which  Is  always  much  less  than 
I.    He  assured  me  that  he  never  made 

_ .house  entry  but  from  an  invoice  of 

this  description,  during  the  lime  that  he  bad  been 
so  employed.  These  Invoices  he  believes  to  be 
tbirty-uree  and  a  third  per  cent,  at  least  ander  the 
'  ~  ~' at  the  ;daoe  of  manufacture- 
proof  of  this,  and  most  conetudvelj  prov- 
ing that  ^oods  are  entered  at  the  eustom-honse  on 
spurious  mvoices,  the  following  fiu:t  is  given  : 

"  A  piece  of  broadcloth,  costing  four  or  five  ahU- 
lings  per  yard,  as  entered  at  the  custom-houoe,  and 
paying  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  under  the  old  tariff, 
would  frequently  be  bought  in  at  auction,  on  ac- 
count of  the  importer  and  owner,  at  two  dollars 
and  a  quarter  to  two  doUait  and  a  half  per  yard  I 
Would  not  any  person  in  his  senses  gladly  sell  at 
this  price,  if  the  piece  of  cloth  did  not  actuiUly  cost 
liim  more  than  the  price  at  which  it  bad  passed  the 
custom-house,  and  on  which  the  duty  was  paidf 
This  fact  does  not  need  farther  expUuiatlon." 

"Ueesis. ,nierofaants,  in  Pearl  street,  called 

on  a  commission  merchant  here  to  buy  bomlwnneB. 
Be  offered  to  sell  them  at  cost  and  charges,  which 
he  supposed  would  be  sixty-five  per  cent,  advance 
on  the  BlerliDB  cost.  The  goods  were  shown,  and 
the  sterling  Invoice  eihibiied  by   the   satesniAo. 
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tdnace.  This  olTer  wu  tccepted,  and  the  noda 
•ere  (0  b«  delirered.  The  bujers  uked  and  ob- 
Uined  the  pnTilege  of  taking  the  biluica  of  tha  in- 
Tcice,  ((bout  nine  CUM,)  i^  OQ  exuniDBtlon  of  the 
inkte  et  their  own  atore,  their  Impreedonj  of  the 
laodi  being  loir  chafed  should  be  conflnned. 
llMiit  u  honr  after  tha  porchaae  was  made,  the 
■Jeanan  wailed  on  the  buferg,  to  lay  that  the 
goodi  eould  not  be  delivered,  at  he  had  made  a 
Butake  in  welSag  them  bj  the  wrong  inTOiee.  The 
boTBi  nplied  that  tbe;  wontd  take  tbe  gooda  bj 
tke  pricea  at  whieh  the;  had  been  entered  at  the 
conomJioiBe ;  bat 'the  commlwdon  merohant  re- 
fued  thia,  njitig  that  faia  Inatmc^one  were  to  tell 
thcio  at  aa  adraoce  npon  tits  pricea  pnt  down  on 
what  had  tbe  form  of  an  inToice,  but  was  called  a 
'  statement'  of  twelve  cases  ofbombaiiDea,  consigned 

to ,4e.,  4o.,  ia  which  the  pricea  wore  charj^d 

one  haodred  per  cent,  above  the  invoice  entered  at 
the  cutem-house ;  that  is,  goods  charged  In  the 
easUMi-boase  invoice  at  sLit;  abilUogi  per  piece, 
wen  pal  down  in  the  invoice  called  a  'statement,' 
at  sae  hondred  and  twentj  shillinga, 

"  When  the  parchasen  remonatrated,  npon  his 
itfiua!  to  deliver  the  three  cases  alreadj  bought,  he 
rcpGed  that  It  was  ungenerous  and  uqjost  to  desire 
1  coDBnnatioa  of  a  sue  made  b;  miatake ;  and,  to 
MDTlnce  them  that  the  porchaae  woold  be  a  good 
OH  at  tbe  highest  prices.  Mated  that  a  retMIer,  who 
does  the  largest  bmrinees  fn  this  citj,  and  is  pre- 
nmed  to  lie  a  good  judge,  had  odiared  to  bn;  one 
OM  at  siitj  per  cent,  advance  on  tbe  'statement' 
prict^  bat  he  wanted  six  months'  credit,  which  was 
too  long  to  be  given  on  a  tingle  case." 

I  will  state  ftnotber  esse,  for  which  I  have 

IbemoetonqaeAtionableaDthori^.  AnBoglish- 
nuB,  who  has  resided  in  New  York  for  a  num- 
ber of  jestt,  and  was  a  veiy  large  receiver  of 
wooUen  goods,  principallj  cloths,  all  of  which 
were  lold  at  anction,  bad,  some  time  last  tpring, 
1  Mrioos  miBunderBtaiiding  between  himself 
and  his  chief  clerk,  which  resulted  in  some 
&;1oeares  being  made  by  the  clerk  to  the 
QBtom-hoiiae,  and  he  fled  to  Oanada, 

In  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  qnarters  of 
ibe  fear  1829,  there  were  imported  into  New 
Tork  abont  fiv«  thontand  oollara'  worth  of 
*oollent  above  the  four  dollars'  minimum.  I 
hare  reason  to  believe  that  one  person  alone 
bought  and  told  a  greater  amoont  daring  the 
tune  time.  Agun,  sir,  I  here  exhibit  tamplea 
rf  broadclothB,  which  (and  I  have  tbe  best  an- 
tiiority  for  stating  it)  passed  the  cuatom-hoose 
ia  Kew  York  under  the  dollar  minimum,  and 
■old  in  the  Boston  market  at  five  doUnn  the 
rmning  yard,  or  three  dollars  and  thirty-foor 
wnt«  ^  square  yard.  I  leave  every  person  to 
jodge  if  such  goods  were  (airly  valued  in  the 
unoic«,and  pud  the  Ic^  duty.  Aamn:  I 
"Wl  now  refer  to  more  evidence.  1  offer  it  to 
•bow  what  is  the  impression  that  prevails 
■>aongtt  the  most  intelligent  citizens  of  New 
Toik  on  thia  snl^ect  I  will  road  an  extract 
fron  a  paper  placed  in  onr  hands,  to  which  is 
ttUched  a  responsible  nam  e — Jeromns  Johnson, 
wfflsiiy  a  member  of  thia  House.  He,  as  the 
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chairman  of  a  most  respectable  and  intelltgeat 
body  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  and  by  tnem 
sanctioned,  made  the  following  public  dedara- 

"  The  revenue  is  largely  and  systematically  de- 
frauded bj  means  of  tbe  eoncealmeDt  aObrded  by 
anctiona.     The  prooft  of  this  alarming  truth  ai 


of  Ways  and  Ueans,  from  tbe  same  conviction,  have 
reported  the  present  bill,  which  does  not  tax  public 
•ales,  bat  oalj  rettorea  tboee  respcudbUiiica  and 
usages  wbicb  formed  Ibe  common  practice  of  im- 
porters In  those  prosperous  times  n-neQ  smuggling 
was  unknown — before  auctiona  had  deatroyed  reg- 
ular trade.  If  these  usagea  had  never  been  inters 
rupted,  many  millions  would  have  been  saved  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  noited  States.  Formerly,  smug- 
gling, like  other  great  crimes,  wru  of  rare  occur^ 
rence,  and  perpetrated  onder  accidental  tempta- 
tians.  Now,  by  means  of  auctions,  it  has  become  a 
system,  matured  in  all  its  parts,  with  a  mecfaaoiam 
as  carefully  adapted  to  ita  purposes,  aa  in  the  most 
regular  and  lawful  oconpation. 

"  The  officers  of  the  customa  in  this  city,  whose 
experience  hat  been  on  the  largest  scale,  and  who 
have  devoted  much  attenUon  to  this  aabject,  con- 
cur in  the  opinions  and  fkcta  whieh  we  have  now 
stated." 

I  shall  remark  on  anctiona  hereafter. 

I  now  appeal  to  every  gentleman  in  the 
least  Boqnamted  with  public  opinion  in  New 
York,  b  it  not  generally  understood  that  our 
lawB  ore  evaded  t    Is  it  not  the  prevuling  im- 

Sretsion  of  the  oommtmity  that  the  revenue  ia 
eftanded — that  the  laws  of  the  conntry  are 
violated,  and  this  in  the  moat  flagrant  man- 

Afoin.  air :  the  President  in  hts  Hessage 
clesriy  mtimatee  that  our  revenne  laws  are 
evaded.  I  know  that  he  ts  aniions  that  pro- 
vision should  he  mode  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution. From  the  Becretary  of  the  Treasury 
we  are  informed  that  the  laws  are  evaded,  and 
that  the  attention  of  the  Government  is  re- 
qnired.  The  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  I  know,  is  perfectly  sattafied  that  oon- 
tinned  violations  at  our  laws  take  plBC«.  As 
a  faithful,  vigilant,  indefatigable  offloer,  he 
has  no  superior  under  the  Government.  He 
fearlessly  executes  the  laws  to  the  extent  of  hia 
power.  Give  roe  snch  men,  whatever  political 
power  controls  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  Bnt  his 
authority  it  deficient.    He  has  not  tbe  means. 

We  have  now  seen  how  affairs  are  conducted 
st  the  cnstoro-houB«L  how  invoices  are  made ; 
let  OS  DotJce  what  takes  place  in  the  appraisers' 
office.  The  office  of  appnuser  was  created  by 
the  oot  of  1B18,  for  the  purpose  of  uding  the 
oolleotora  of  the  revenue  in  the  prevention  of 
fraods.  The  office  was  provided  for  by  the  act 
of  I83S,  and  has  continued  to  the  presenk.time. 
I  have  already  stated  the  proportion  of  ad 
valorem  goods  sent  by  the  collector  to  their 
charge,  that  is — one  package  out  of  every  in- 
voice at  least,  and,  if  more  are  contained  in  the 
invoice,  at  least  one  package  in  tven^.    The 


.yGoogk 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


rR] 


[Anm^lSSOi 


i^raiMra,  as  has  been  stated,  require  th 
voice  to  be  prodnoed  b«fi>re  thej  decide  on  the 
value.  I  am  informed  bj  one  of  the  apprtusera, 
that  the  invoice  ia  need  aa  evidence  of  toe  vidue 
of  the  gooAi  which  it  contaiua.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  common  practice,  it  is  the  only 
standard  of  valuation.  Not  more  than  seven 
or  nine  thousand  dollars  of  woollen  goods  have 
been  found  by  the  appraisers  undervalned  in 
the  invoice  for  the  year  past,  alt^ooKh  millions 
have  passed  through  the  cuatom-honse.      A 

Sart,  if  not  all,  of  the  under- valuations  were 
iscovered  by  an  open  examination  of  the 
goods  imported  in  the  ship  Silas  Richards,  to 
which  I  have  before  referred.  It  may  there- 
fore be  considered  as  the  general  practice  of  the 
apprusera  to  taJie  the  invoice  value  as  the  real- 
value  oD  which  daties  are  to  be  assessed,  I 
have  already  shown  how  invoices  for  iJie  cus- 
tom-house are  prepared,  and  every  one  can 
Judge  how  much  credit  should  be  given  them. 
There  is  too  much  intelligence  in  this  committee 
to  reqoire  any  further  explanation.  Under  the 
existing  state  of  things,  wliat  is  the  security  for 
the  revenael  What  for  the  protection  intend- 
ed to  be  given  to  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
country  ?  There  is  no  check,  no  barrier,  to  the 
onprlncipled  adventurer.  The  door  is  thrown 
wide  open.  A  mammoth  might  pass  withoot 
toochinghissidee.  Ithae  alr^y  been  decided 
bj  a  large  m^ority  in  the  Uoase,  that  Senators 
and  members  of  Congress  cannot  be  trusted  to 
compute  their  own  mileage — that  we  cannot 
trust  the  presiding  officers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  wiOi  the  appointment  of  a 
draughteman.  If  so,  what  are  we  to  think 
of  a  Liverpool  invoice? 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  i 
mittee  to  another  important  point.  It  is  as  to  the 
nnmberof  the  regular  American  importing  mer- 
chants engaged  in  the  woollen  trade  as  their  prin- 
cipal bnainess.  Thestory isasbortone.  Itistiie 
result  of  an  anxious  inqniry.  Previous  to  the 
war,  the  woollen  trade  was  almost  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  our  own  merchants.  The  num- 
ber was  abont  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  Boston, 
Kew  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  Of 
tlie  same  class  of  importer^  at  this  time,  about 
twenty.  As  I  am  informed  by  a  most  intelli- 
gent merchant,  there  were  in  New  York,  at  the 
period  to  which  I  have  alluded,  forty-three, 
whom  he  recollects ;  now  only  five.  One  of 
the  appraisers  recently  informed  me  that  there 
were,  at  least,  six  I  Buch  is  the  mysterious 
change  of  trade  in  the  great  emporinm.  These 
remarks  are  in  a  great  degree  applicable  to  all 
American  merchants  engaged  in  other  branches 
of  European  trade.  If  they  have  not  yet  suf- 
fered as  much,  they  dearly  see  before  them  the 
secret,  silent,  fat^  approach  of  annihilation. 
The  strong  arm  of  Government  must  be  ex- 
t«nded  to  their  rescne. 

Agun,  sir :  What  ia  the  condition  of  the 
American  merchant  t  Ko  better  illustration 
can  be  given,  tiian  what  is  oontuned  in  their 
repeated  memorials  to  CJongress.    To  one  at 


least  I  will  refer.  It  is  signed  by  thooaands  of 
our  fellow-citizens  of  New  York.  It  now 
remains  on  the  files  of  this  Hoaae.  It  was  pre- 
sented in  1820,  when  the  evils  of  which  they 
complain  were  far  less  withering  to  commer- 
cial enterprise  than  at  the  present  day.  I  will 
read  the  conclusion : 

"Tour  inemailallstB  will  no  longer  detain  yonr 
hoDorabte  bodies  with  a  detail  of  Uie  evil*  Bowing 
from  public  aUes— from  which  we  ean  never  be  re- 
lieved, until  OUT  merchanta  sham  equally  in  onr  in- 
portations,  until  every  trader  is  held  aecooatable 
ibr  the  qnality  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  bis  goods, 
and  Integrity  In  deaUns  is  properiy  rewarded  by 
being  conaidGred  a  snffldent  guaranty ;  that,  under 
a  sound,  equal,  and  permanent  lystem,  your  memo- 
riallsti  most  sincerely  believe  that  fabrics,  IVom 
wliatever  source  tbey  may  come,  will  be  improved, 
corruption  In  tnda  will  Im  diminished,  the  cousum- 
en  throuKhout  the  land  will,  on  an  averan,  buy 
cheaper,  the  farmer  will  be  better  paid  for  his  pro- 
dace,  baukraptdei  will  be  \em  fivquent,  and  cm 
commBrcial  character  consequently  restored." 

This  ia  language  common  to  all  the  memoriftis 
on  the  sreat  and  interesting  subject  of  aoctions. 
They  aUspeak  of  corruption  in  trade,  and  saggost 
means  to  produce  a  restoration  of  commercial 
character.  All  know,  when  American  trade 
was  conducted  by  American  merchants,  their 
characters  stood  before  the  world  nntamished 
by  the  suspicion  of  cormption.  At  home,  and 
abroad,  it  commanded  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence and  respect.  Prices  were  steady,  profits 
uniform,  deception  unknown.  In  the  present 
confusion  of  business,  in  the  untiring  efforts  of 
forei^ers  to  supplant  our  own  mer^ants,  and 
to  dnve  them  out  of  employment  in  our  own 
country,  it  is  not  surprising  that  commercial 
character  should  have  sufiered  in  public  eatimtt- 
tion.  The  present  state  of  trade  must  prodnoe 
this  effect,  however  pore  may  be  inaividnal 
integrity  and  honor.  I  am  well  aware  that  the 
alarming  evils  which  exist,  are  supposed,  by 
the  mercantile  community  generally,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  auction  system.  I  have  no  doabt 
but  it  has  been  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
ruin  and  desolation  to  a  high  and  elevated  cl&sa 
of  our  merchants.  It  keeps  trade  in  perpetool 
change.  It  invites  to  the  most  ruinous  specu- 
lation. It  affords  the  most  ready  facilities  for 
violating  our  revenue  laws;  and,  above  all,  it 
tends  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  comineroial 
reputation.  But  suppose  that  sales  at  aactioa 
are  abolished,  that  honest  and  honorable  mer- 
chants take  their  former  station.  Under  the 
existing  law,  and  the  practice  of  the  custom- 
house, what  could  they  do  f  Oonld  they  meaa- 
ionsoienoes  with  tjie  maker  of  a  Liverpool 
eel  Must  they  not  yield  to  circum- 
stances, or  agun  be  ruined  t  SomeUiing  else 
must  be  done,  or  the  foreign  adventurer  will 
command  our  trade.    The  subject  of  auctions 

'  able  hands.  It  is  a  great  cause— it  b  b 
cause.  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  be 
well  snstaioed  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
have  it  in  charge. 
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Now,  HT,  we  will  ooDsider  how  the  woollen 
tnde  is  carried  oo.  With  this  Balfjeot  all  are 
fimiliv.  In  New  Tork,  as  well  as  in  most  of 
onr  cities,  woollea  goods  ore  generally  sold  on 
furogn  iceonDt  Aa  near  as  I  can  (tBcertain, 
foar-tifths ;  maoj-  suppose  nloe-teaths.  Fart  is 
coa^gned  to  Americaii  merebatita;  agreatpro- 
pntioa  is  in  the  care  of  foreign  agents.  They 
come  here  to  superintend  the  sole — hare  no 
intereat  in  the  conntrj — take  the  plaoe  of  the 
American  merchant — many,  it  is  said,  lire  in 
eamts,  make  ont  invoices  for  the  cnstom- 
bonse—pnbM)  eesaji  on  fne  trade — gather  up 
the  epoUB  and  profits  of  buainesa — abnse  the 
Government,  and — go  home.  After  all,  they 
are  not  m  mnch  to  blame,  if  we  continne  to 
nod  aaaeat  Bat,  under  this  state  of  things, 
we  all  see  that  onr  own  merchants  ate  com- 
pelled to  perform  a  miserable  part.  They  have 
to  wait  the  motion  of  their  masters  at  the  aoo- 
tioo  room.  They  are  active,  intelligent^  enter- 
pri^g;  why  are  they  driven  from  trade? 
Ttiej  cannot,  will  not,  dare  not  resort  to  means 
vhich  those  who  redde  abnwd  are  ready  and 
willing  to  nae. 

Kow,Brdisll  we  Buffer  BQcha  state  of  things 
19  his  and  will  continne,  unless  checked,  to 
prodaee  inch  consequences  I  Is  it  sound  policy 
to  allow  b«nsient,  wandering  foreigners  to 
tunrp  that  employment  which  belongs  to  tbe 
Ammcsn  merchant  I  Is  it  patriotic!  Is  it 
MDsisteQt  with  jost  national  feelings  to  permit 
ibe  great  commercial  interests  of  this  country 
to  be  controlled  by  foreigners!  When  J 
illnde  to  foreigners,  I  mean  those  whose  home 
k  abroad ;  whose  allegianoe  still  chdua  them 
to  another  conntry.  In  short,  sir,  I  wish 
10  ate  American  merchants  transacting  Amer- 
iun  business.  I  hope  to  aee  the  day  when 
this  will  be  accomplished  j  when  onr  mer- 
chants will  occupy  their  former  standing 
in  the  estimation  of  this  conntry  and  the 
world.  We  hare  of  late  heard  mach  of  the 
tnnwendent  importance  of  navigation — of  abip- 
Mlding.  I  respect  its  valae  aa  mach  as  any 
one  sboold.  Bnt  I  had  rather  see  ail  we  re- 
«ive  from  abroad  introdnced  by  foreign  navi- 
^00,  than  see  the  internal  trade  of  the  conn- 
trj condacted  by  foreign  agents.  I  had  rather 
ii^ii  for  the  country,  a  good,  substantial,  np- 
right,  Pearl  street  merchant,  than  the  beet 
liierpool  packet  that  ever  auled.  We  can 
tare  both. 

h  is  Donstantly  alleged  by  many,  that  the 
«ruHous  of  OUT  revenue  laws  are  caused  by  the 
higb  protecting  datiee  imposed  by  the  tariffs 
(jf  im  and  1828.  To  this  suigect  I  would  coll 
■■^e  attention  of  the  committee.  The  charge 
''  eTToaeona.  Evasions  of  oar  revenue  laws 
'liAiti  to  a  greater  extent  previous  to  the 
ruuge  of  those  acts.  Under  the  mild  and 
"wdwata  tariff  of  1816— a  tariff  lower  than 
W  been  proposed  by  the  warmest  opposer 
of  the  protecting  system  daring  the  present 
^Hioa,  Uie  most  flagrant  evasions  were  known 
'^  siisL    l^ey  cannot  be  better  explained, 
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than  by  a  reference  to  tbo  report  of  Hr.  Craw- 
ford in  1816,  while  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

He  says,  aher  allnding  to  the  coarse  of  trade, 
"  there  is  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  it  is 
customary,  in  importations  of  this  nature,  ta 
send  with  the  merchandise  an  invoioe  consider- 
ably below  the  actual  cost,  by  which  tbe  entry 
is  made  and  the  duties  secured.  Another  in- 
voice, at  or  above  the  actual  cost,  is  forwarded 
to  a  different  person,  with  instructions  to  take 
and  sell  the  goods  by  such  invoice."  This  prac- 
tice, as  I  have  fully  shown,  still  continues ;  and 
if  it  has  increased,  it  arises  only  from  improved 
skill  and  experience.  Constant  practice  makes 
the  trade  more  perfect.  If  the  tariff  of  1816 
had  remained  unchanged,  foreigners  would 
have  gained  the  advantages  they  now  possess. 
We  also  see  in  all  the  memorials  against  anc- 
tions  from  commercial  cities,  as  early  as  1820, 
the  most  frightfal  frauds  on  the  revenue  are 
described.  It  makes  little  or  no  difference 
whether  the  datlea  are  twenty  or  fifty  per 
cent. ;  the  same  relative  odvantaaea  exist  In 
favor  of  the  foreigner.  That  is,  he  dares  verify 
an  Invoice  in  Uverpool,  that  an  honest  Amer- 
ican merchant  dares  not  do  in  New  York.  If 
the  invoice  is  mode  out  in  this  country  by  an 
agent,  he  can  swear  as  Ui  his  belief  of  tiie  cost 
abroad — the  American  merchant,  who  pur- 
chases, does  know  the  aotnsl  cost,  and  honesty 
will  reqnire  him  to  declare  truly — if  he  does  not 
possess  honesty,  danger  will  compel  him.  Be  is 
within  the  reach  of  our  own  laws  where  peijuiy 
is  sometimes  noticed.  But  yoa  cannot  reach  the 
person  who  swears  falsely  to  an  invoice  in  a 
foreign  country.  There  he  is  perfectly  safe. 
The  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  foreign  valflation  is 
the  rotten  part  of  onr  system,  Bnt  ao  it  is, 
and  we  most  make  the  best  of  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  oUnde  to  the  effects  which 
fraud  and  evasion  must  have  had  on  the  reve- 
nue. The  amount  of  ad  valorem  goods  im- 
ported into  the  port  of  New  York,  for  each  of 
the  last  ten  years,  ot  the  invoice  price,  will  not 
vary  much  from  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars ; 
the  whole  amount,  two  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  average  rate  of  duty  may 
be  estimated  at  twenty-five  per  cent.  The 
amonnt  of  duty  for  ten  years  would  be  Mxty- 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  We 
have  already  seen  bow  goods  are  rained  in  the 
invoioe — the  low  price  at  which  they  pass  the 
custom-house.  The  average  cannot  he  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  real  cost  or  value  in  the  - 
foreign  market.  Ooods  which  cost  abroad 
three  hnndred  and  seventy-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, have  been  invoiced  at  one-third  less  than 
the  coet.  This  would  amount  to  the  two  hnn- 
dred and  fifty  millions,  as  I  have  stated,  on 
which  duties  have  been  paid.  Daties  should 
have  been  paid  on  the  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  millions  of  dollars,  which  wonid 
have  produced  ninety-three  million  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  instead  of  sixty- 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a 
difference  of  thirty-one  million  two  hnndred 
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and  fiflf  thonsand  doUsn.  This  in  the  port  of 
New  York  alone.  I  am  raady  to  admit,  that  If 
the  laws  had  been  full^  enforced,  the  im^rta- 
tioD  of  man?  articles  would  have  diminished, 
yet  the  Treaaiuy  wonld  hare  gained  millione, 
and  the  domestic  indiutiy  of  the  nation  would 
have  been  secured.  I  will  pass  to  another 
topic — imoggling. 

When  an?  charve  is  made  that  ooi  laws  are 
evaded  through  the  custom-house,  the  ctj  of 
smaggling  is  raised  fh>m  a  certain  qnarter.  If 
a  foreign  SAent  presents  his  weU-made  invoice 
,  — good-looting  invoice — to  the  collector,  and 
the  collector  has  some  donbts  whether  all  is 
right,  f  on  might  well  suppose  he  would  bbj,  sir, 
oaa  yon  think  I  would  ao  any  thing  wrong  t 
Will  I  cheat,  sir)    Smuggling,  yoq  may  de- 

Send^  sir,  is  carried  on  only  on  the  northern 
'ontier.  There  is  the  place  to  look  for  rognes ; 
I  am  honest.  Uischief  is  on  the  northern  fron- 
tiers ;  that  ia  the  place.  If  he  presents  an  in- 
voice that  would  make  the  spirit  of  mischief 
blnsh,  he  declares  that  he  is  honest ;  smuggling 
ia  only  found  on  the  northern  frontier.  So  his 
invoice  passes.  Newspapers  opposed,  all  op- 
posed to  the  protecting  policy,  testify  that  no 
evadons  take  pUoe,  except  on  the  northern 
frontier;  everywhere  else,  all  perfectly  honest  I 
This  is  a  coital  way  to  escape. 

Now,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  I  have  taken  mnch  paina 
to  learn  the  truth  of  this  matter.  I  have  re- 
sorted to  every  source  of  information ;  to  the 
officers  of  the  onstoma,  to  our  merchants,  to  all 
who  are  best  acqnainted  witb  the  conrse  of  the 
Canada  trade.  The  oharge  is  wholly  inoorreot, 
that  illicit  trade  in  that  quarter  makes  any  im- 

GBssion  on  the  revenue  or  market  There  may 
along  the  lines  a  little  petty  dealing,  that 
would  always  exist  whether  duties  were  high 
or  low.  ESoTta  have  been  made  on  a  lai^ 
scale.  They  have  been,  and  will  be,  nnsucoess- 
fiil.  The  reason  is  obvions.  The  great  marts 
for  the  northern  merchants  are  New  York  and 
Boston.  When  they  go  into  market,  they  ob- 
tain a  full  assortment  for  the  season.  A  few 
pieces  of  woollen  goods  are  all  that  each  mer- 
chant may  want.  There  can  be  no  motive  for 
smuggling.  It  certainly  can  be  no  great  ottject 
to  the  foreigner  to  smoggle  cloths  to  a  small 
extent  If  lo  a  large  amount,  of  conrse  he  must 
send  his  goods  to  the  seaboard  market  His 
goods  are  eiposed  to  the  weather,  to  damage, 
to  expense  and  seizure.  Besides,  in  the  conn- 
try  any  movement  out  of  the  usual  way  is  ob- 
served. Onrioeity  is  excited.  If  mischief  is 
on  foot,  it  will  Iw  discovered.  Again,  sir,  the 
people  in  that  part  of  the  Union  are  friendly  to 
our  domestic  policy.  The  fanner  and  manu- 
facturer are  awake.  Here  is  a  great  seonritj. 
Yon  might  as  well  smuggle  straw  as  broad 
cloths.  In  great  ports,  like  New  York,  where 
all  is  bustle  and  confusion,  illicit  trade  is  com- 

fiaratively  safe.  Yon  might  smuggle  a  ship 
oad  there  more  eaoly  than  yon  could  send  a 
wagon  load  from  Oanada  to  the  same  place. 
Alter  the  passage  of  the  tariff  in  1628,  in  £ng- 
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land  smu^ling  was  practised  on  a  large  scale 
across  tbelines.  The  attention  of  Goverament 
was  called  to  that  subject  Among  other  pre- 
cautions, a  confidential  and  most  iutelligent 
agent  was  appointed  to  observe  tlie  opeiaUons 
of  trade  on  the  northern  frontier.  From  bim, 
air,  I  have  a  statement,  which  fully  and  ampli' 
sustains  what  I  have  mentioned  twfore.  Qe 
has  ascertained  that  our  exports  to  the  Caosds 
market,  for  the  year  1829,  amounted  to  two 
million  forty-four  thousand  dollars.  That  near 
two  millions  of  this  have  been  pud  for  in  specie, 
or  drafts,  in  favor  of  our  exporters,  on  our  sea- 
board cities,  mostly  on  New  York.  If  required, 
a  full  detul  could  be  given.  I  well  recollect, 
on  a  former  occasion,  the  same  charge  nts 
made.  It  was  said  on  this  fioor  that  we  ei- 
ported  annually  about  two  millions  to  Canada, 
we  paid  duties  on  a  small  amount  of  inportsr 
tions,  and  smuggled  the  balance  in  returns.  It 
so  happened,  that,  when  the  charge  was  nude, 
I  had  m  my  possession  evidence  that  one  bouse 
alone  in  New  York  had,  annnally  for  three 
years,  accepted  and  paid  drafts  to  the  amount 
of  one  miUion  two  hundred  and  fifty  thonsand 
dollars,  the  proceeds  of  the  Canada  trade. 
Then,  I  hope  the  fears  of  smugglers  on  the 
frontiers  may  be  quieted,  for  the  present  at  least. 

I  will  now  advert  to  another  point  The 
peoplo4n  the  interior  of  the  country  have  never 
been  aware  of  the  mischiefs  that  have  been 
practised  at  the  custom-house.  The  Govern- 
ment has  not  been  fully  apprised  of  them  until 
lately.  Darkness  had  enveloped  them.  Strong 
reasons  exist  Let  us  look  at  them  plunly. 
Twenty-five  millions  a  year  of  ad  valorem  good* 
imported  into  New  York ;  in  the  market  worth 
thirty-five  to  forty  milliona  j  three-fourths,  per- 
haps nine-tenths,  owned  by  foreigners,  hostile, 
I  repeat,  to  our  policy,  intent  on  gun,  ssil 
using  every  eierdou  to  save  the  last  farthiLg. 
Here  is  a  cordon  around  the  cnstom-honse.  If 
any  power  on  earth  can  overawe  a  Department 
of  the  Government,  here  it  is.  Yon  can  see  it 
if  you  have  the  least  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture. If  its  officers  perform  their  duty,  they 
are  assailed  ^  they  are  represented  as  harsh 
and  tyrannies].  I  will  give  an  instance.  Hie 
present  collector  of  New  York — I  wish  all  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  we^  as  ftuthful— 
knowing  that  goods  were  dispersed  in  all  direc- 
tions bSore-the  wpraisera  had  made  their  re- 
port on  the  sample  package,  r«qnired  of  the 
importer  the  following  umpie  obl^ation : 

"  I, ,  do  jmjmise  that  all  or  any  part  of  the 

merohandise  mentioned  in  tba  anoeied  enlrr  stull, 
■t  the  request  of  the  eoUeotor,  be  immediately  de- 
livered up  for  examination  by  the  public  i^pr^s- 

The  object  oC  this  was,  to  have  imported 
goods,  in  some  degree,  under  his  control,  in 
case  frand  should  be  discovered  in  the  sample 
package.  This  made  sach  nproar  that  he  was 
compelled  to  abandon  it  This  was  too  much 
for  &«e  trade  to  endure.    Foreigners  declared 
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that  the  collector  wu  nnfit  for  the  ofSce,  he 

ST«Miehniuiece8sai7troable.  Under  existing 
rs  ind  eMsblished  practice,  Liverpool  has 
rtpeiled  our  rerenne  laws  in  New  Tork.  Vigi- 
lant tnd  honest  officers  cannot  prevent  iL  Thej* 
hue  not  the  force,  the  aid  that  ia  required. 
GoTernment  alone  can  ^ord  a  remedy.  The 
Ml]  under  conslderatjon  is  intended  to  accom- 
plish a  part  at  least.  I  hope  Bomethine  may 
be  done.  The  interior  of  the  coontry  have  a 
deep  interest  in  thie  matter.  The  cnstom-boirae 
belongs  to  the  nation.  It  belongs  to  Obio,  to 
XcDtnckj,  as  jnnch  as  the  city  of  New  Tork. 
Te  have  the  power  to  correct  aboaes.    Let  it 
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to  woollens.    The  committee  did  not  wish  to 

Eropose  any  measores,  except  when  reqnired 
J  clear  and  palpable  neeeasity.  One  of  the 
great  objects  of  the  tariff  of  1828  was  to  pro- 
tect the  TooUeD  mannfactorer.  At  the  time, 
it  was  feared  and  believed  by  many  that  the 
dallsT  minimum  would  destroy  all  intended 
benefit.  As  it  passed  this  Eonaa,  the  doty  was 
(pecific.  In  tbe  Benate,  the  dnty  was  changed 
U)  ad  valorem.  Yet,  by  a  most  erroneons  de- 
cision of  Kr.  Secretary  Bnsh,  the  od  valorem 
pnnciple  was  not  allowed  to  apply.  The  ten 
p«r  cent,  in  addition  to  invoice  cost  was  dis- 
^otred,  which  most  materially  diminished  the 
intended  protection.  This  affected  the  fabrics 
oimpoaed  of  the  raw  matorial  whieh  is  pro- 
dnced  by  oar  farmers  in  the  greatest  abtmdance. 
Tb£j  hnve  been  made  to  anffer,  even  more  than 
the  mannfactnrer.  All  that  is  npw  asked,  all 
Ikit  is  hiunbly  reqaired,  is  to  give  really,  hon- 
estly, in  good  faith,  wbot  the  Government  has 
pn^used,  pledged  itself  to  give.    That  is  all 

Tlie  Bret  section  provides  for  having  ■  copy 
of  the  invoice  delivered  to  the  collector.  This 
is  Indispensable  for  the  correct  estimate  of  dn- 
ties,  as  well  as  a  guard  against  ttands.  The 
Tilse  of  this  is  admitted  by  the  oostom-hoose 
■ad  Treasory  Department. 

The  second  section  re^nires  that  woollen 
^ods  shonld  be  placed  m  the  pnblio  store. 
The  object  is  apparent  It  is  for  the  porpose 
at  giviDE  power  to  the  ofBoers  of  the  Govem- 
meattokeep  them  safe  nntil  the  legal  dnties 
•rs  ascertained.  Onr  revenue  laws  now  re- 
(pdie  it,  in  my  opinion.  The  practice  la  other- 
vise,  as  I  have  sbowD.  There  will  be  no  diffi- 
cult; ;  the  delay  trifling.  It  will  operate  eqnnl' 
1';  no  advanta^  will  be  given  in  the  morlcet 
hy  any.  The  nghte  of  tiie  Qovemment  will  be 
ufe. 

Tbe  Qiird  seetion  providee  for  the  ezamina- 
^m  id  the  goods  by  uie  ^>prtusera.  It  reqnires 
liut  they  shonld  be  marked  with  the  evidoioe 
of  the  mimmnm  class  to  which  they  belong,  and 
OS  trhieh  dnties  shonld  be  pud.  In  this  there 
"^  be  no  diffiealty.  Svery  oaak  of  wine  and 
^liriCd  is  examined  and  marked.  Every  chest 
and  bos  of  tea  is  examined,  whether  it  contains 
five  ponnds,  or  two  hundred.    Every  bar  of 


iron  is  weighed ;  every  bnsbel  of  salt  measured. 
Every  piece  of  cloth  con  as  well  b«  examined, 
valued,  and  marked.  It  can  be  done  with  the 
greatest  expedition.  It  will  he  a,  great  secnrity 
to  the  honest  merchant,  and  to  purchasers. 
Each  will  ha  able  to'compere  qualities  and 


rapidly  as  possible ;  will  give  more  explicit  ex- 
planation when  deured.  As  to  measaring 
goods,  no  more  is  required,  perhaps  not  as 
much  as  is  required  by  the  law  of  1828.  The 
next  provision  of  importance  is  that  which  de- 
clares that  the  appraisement  shall  be  made 
without  the  invoice.  Their  value,  their  cor- 
reotnesa.  I  have  described.  If  ^prnieers  un- 
derstand their  duty,  a  fair  valuation  can  be 
made  withont  tbe  invoice ;  if  they  do  not,  they 
should  be  discharged.  If  the  duty  cannot  be 
performed,  tbe  office  should  be  abolished.  With 
skill,  attention,  integrity,  the  Government 
would  be  safe;  without  these  qnalifioatiocia, 
their  employment  would  be  useless. 

The  greatest  objections  I  have  heard  urged 
againat  the  hill  have  arisen  from  the  penaltiet 
to  be  inonrred  in  oases  of  appraisement  above 
the  invoice  price.  I  do  not  think  they  are  in- 
dispensable, and  shall,  at  a  proper  time,  submit 
a  motion  to  strike  them  out.  My  desire  is  to 
remove  all  the  otiQections  that  may  exist,  pro- 
vided the  main  object  is  accomplished. 

The  foarth  section  contains  but  one  altera- 
tion of  the  existing  law,  that  I  consider  mate- 
rial. By  the  revenue  laws  now  in  force,  when 
the  importer,  his  agent,  or  conugnee  is  dissatis- 
fied with  an  appraisement,  he  may  require  a 
re-appraisement.  Insnohcaseshemay"emplor 
two  respectable  resident  merchants,"  who,  with 
the  appraisers,  shall  re-examine  and  re-appruse 
the  goods  in  qnestion.  The  conseqnence  is  ob- 
vious. Tbe  importer  wiU  employ  tbe  person 
most  favorable  to  his  interest.  Now,  sir,  the 
change  proposed  by  the  bill  is,  that  the  collec- 
tor snail  appoint  the  merchants  to  be  associated 
with  the  appraisers  in  oases  of  re-.appraisement. 
The  collector  is  bound  to  do  justice  to  all— to 
the  Government  as  well  as  to  individnals.  He 
acts  impartially.  It  is  known,  it  ia  expected, 
that,  when  the  importer  employs  persons  to 
join  the  appraisers,  he  will  select  those  the 
most  partial  to  his  interests.  At  any  rate,  he 
has  the  power  to  do  so ;  human  natore  prompte 
it ;  it  is  not  forbidden  by  the  law  or  the  doc- 
trines of  free  trade. 

The  fifth  section  is  but  a  conseqnence  of  the 


The  sixth  eection  provides  penaHJes  for  coun- 
terfeiting and  changing  ntarks.  If  goods  are 
marked,  as  is  provided  m  the  third  section,  tJiis 
provision  is  necessary. 

The  seventh  section  ia  important  It  pro- 
vides that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ^kall 
assign  one  of  tbe  apprusers,  now  appointed,  to 
take  charge  of  the  goods  deposited  in  the  public 
store,  according  to  the  thini  section  of  this  bill ; 
and  that  the  Secretary  shall  appoint  assistants 
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to  the  appraiftera,  for  the  porpose  of  secnring  a 
foil  and  &ithfi]l  execution  of  the  laws.  It  b 
conridered  b;  all,  it  ia  well  known,  that  more 
aid  is  required  at  the  ctutom-hoose  in  New 
York.  ConHidering  the  immeose  bosineas  done 
in  that  port,  the  appraising  department  is 
totally  unable  to  perform  the  datiea  bj  law 
reqnired  to  be  performed.  Further  force  must 
be  allowed,  or  the  laws,  even  aa  they  at  present 
exist,  cannot  be  executed.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treaanrj  has  earnestly  recommended  this 
in  his  report.  The  collector  of  New  York  con- 
siders it  indispensably  necessary.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Mannfactnres  were  fully  convinced 
that  further  assistance  shonld  be  olren.  Since 
the  bill  was  reported,  as  an  individual  member, 
I  have  become  satisfied  a  more  efficient  arrange- 
ment may  be  made,  than  that  coot^ed  in  the 
bill.  It  is,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  tbe  consent  of  the  Sonat^  shall  ap- 
point an  additional  appraiser  for  the  port  of 
New  York ;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  distribute  among  the  appraisers  the  classes 
of  business  to  be  by  each  performed.  One  can 
be  aEsigned  to  the  examination  aud  appraise- 
ment of  woollen  goods;  one  to  hardware  and 
other  articles ;  one  to  Bilks,  linens ;  indeed,  the 
distribution  may  be  made  in  such  way  as  that 
there  may  be  a  f^U  superintendence  over  all  ad 
v^orem  goods.  This  can  be  arranged  aa  the 
occasion  may  require.  Also,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  appoint  such  number 
of  assistant  apprusers  as  the  public  service  may 
demand.  It  is  my  intention  to  submit,  on  a 
proper  occasion,  an  amendment  for  this  pur- 
pose. I  am  coaSdent  it  is  tbe  lietter  plan,  and 
will  better  meet  the  views  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment aa  contMued  in  the  report  on  this  snb- 
jectf  and  more  effectually  accomplish  the  object 
which  all  most  desire. 

I  wiU  now  explain  the  ninth  section  of  the 
bill.  By  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of 
ISSa,  a  part  owner  residing  in  the  United  States 
may  verify  tbe  invoice.  Let  his  interest  be 
ever  80  small,  he  possesses  this  right  It  may 
be  created  for  this  purpose.  The  great  object 
of  the  foreign  resident  is  to  pass  his  goods 
through  the  custom-house  as  low  as  possible. 
He  sends  his  goods  to  a  part  owner,  with  such 
representations  as  to  cost  as  he  pleases,  with  a 
blank  invoice.  The  part  owner  in  this  country 
very  honestly  swears  to  his  belief  of  the  value 
in  Uie  forei^  market.  That  value  may  bo  as 
low  as  the  standard  of  hisconscience,  very  low, 
OS  tow  aa  will  pass  the  cuatom-honse.  Very 
low.  Now,  If  invoices  are  worth  any  thing — 
and  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  when  made  by 
foreigners  they  are  not  worth  much — the  buy- 
ing partner  should  do  the  sweariog,  and  not  the 
seUing  partner.  The  buyer  may  be  supposed  to 
know  tiie  price  better  than  the  seller. 

The  reminder  of  the  bill  relates  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  penalties,  and  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide  r^u- 
latlons  for  tbe  full  execution  of  the  act.  They 
are  the  nsnal  provinons  in  our  revenue  laws. 


Now,  sir,  I  hasten  to  a  conclusion.  I  have 
stat«d  that  our  revenue  and  prot«cting  laws  are 
evaded.  I  have  given  the  evidence.  The 
measure  proposed  contains  no  new  prinoiple, 
Tbe  object  is  to  enforce  what  the  Oovemment 
has  decreed.  1  am  not  tenacious  of  form. 
What  the  Government  baa  promised,  let  it  be 
fulfilled.  If  a  better  mode  can  be  devised,  it 
shall  have  my  hearty  concurrence.  The  quea- 
tion  I  propose  is,  shall  the  laws  of  the  country 
be  executed  t  Every  gentleman  of  this  com- 
mittee will  consult  his  own  heart  Let  it  come 
home  to  his  own  bosom.  Let  his  honest  con- 
acience  give  an  answer. 

HoHDAT,  April  19. 

Death  of  AUiandtr  SmyUi, 

The  Jonmal  of  Friday  having  been  read, 

Mr.  MoCoT,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  announced 

to  the  House  the  decease,  on  Batnrday  last,  of 

bis  colleague,  (Ur.  Albxakdxk  Smith.)    itr. 

McO.  said,  the  character  of  the  deceased  was 

too  well  known  to  need  any  eulogy  from  him, 

and  he  would  oontent  himself  with  offering  the 

following  resolution : 

Jitiolvtd,  That  a  commhtee  be  appointed  to  taks 
order  for  superiatendiog  the  funenU  of  Alexandii 
SuTTH,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  Hoose  from 
the  State  of  Virginia. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted, 
and  Messrs.  MoCot,  Boahx,  Claibobiix,  Alki- 
1.NDEB,  Tauafbkbo,  Goxson,  and  Obaw  were 
appointed  thq  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoOot,  it  was  also 

Etiolntd,  unmimoiH/y,  That  the  members  of  thii 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  tbe  memorr  of 
Amninxa  Skvih,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  the  remainder  of  tbe  present  session. 

Rtteivtd,  tmanimoutlg.  That  the  member*  of  ihis 
House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  Ut«  Auexaxdei 
BuvtB,  this  day  at  twelve  o'dock. 


WzDNXSDAT,  April  81. 

Impeachment  of  Judge  Feeh— Report  tff  &e 

Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Bdohinak,  churman  of  the  OommitUe 
on  the  Judiciary,  rose,  and  addressed  the  Bouse 
as  follows :  I^  said  he,  the  Comndttee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  been  left 
to  take  up  this  subject  simply  on  the  report  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  I  shonld  have  bad, 
comparatively,  little  trouble.  My  task  would, 
in  that  case,  have  been  only  to  refer,  on  die 
one  hand,  to  the  language  of  the  report  recotn- 
meudiug  the  impcBcoment,  and,  on  the  other, 
to  the  tesUmony,  to  show  that  it  was  sufKciciit 
to  sapport  the  charge.  But  Judge  Peck  having; 
seen  fit  to  introduce  an  eitenMve  and  elaborate 
defence,  it  has  become  my  duty  to  investigate 
tbe  whole  case  more  at  large. 

I  need  not,  I  am  sore,  bespeak  tbe  candid 
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■ttentioii  of  the  oomtDittae  on  the  present  occa- 
^oa,  ta  the  dearest  righta  of  the  peonle  of  oar 
amatxj,  on  Uie  ono  side,  and,  on  tAe  other, 
those  tf  a  dtisen  occnpfing  a  high  and  respon- 
sble  judidal  offiee,  tre  deeplj  coocemed  in  the 
iDTeatigatian.  Beoidea,  we  are  not  now  called 
upon  to  d«cide  in  »  pateij  ex  parte  oau,  as  the 
■ocoNd  hai  croos-examined  the  witnesses  before 
the  Jodiciary  Oomniittee,  and  has  presented  a 
defence  embracing  s  ywj  elaborate  argnment, 
both  on  the  law  and  on  the  fiut  The  oonse- 
qneoce  of  this  interpoutloa  of  the  Jndge,  should 
it  Dot  inflnenee  the  oommittee  to  vute  against 
his  impeacbraent,  most  be  to  eaose  a  oontrarj 
decision  to  bear  more  heavily  against  himself. 
Thus  mtnated,  it  becomes  ns  all  to  look  well  to 
the  teetimonj. 

Whatis  the  ofTenoe  charged?  It  is  illegal, 
arbilivf,  and  oppressiTe  conduct,  in  his  office 
as  a  jaaga,  towards  a  citizen  of  the  United 
StaU^  b;  imprisoning  his  person,  and  depriv- 
ing him,  for  the  space  of  eighteen  months,  of 
the  exercise  of  his  profession.  The  Committee 
on  the  Jodiciar;,  foUowing  former  precedents, 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  redooe  the  charge  to 
tnj  specific  fwm  in  their  report  to  the  Eoose ; 
but  its  true  character  is  what  I  have  inat  stated. 

1  shall  now  proceed  to  inqnire  wbether  this 
cliarge  is  snstained  bj;  the  testimony.  This  is 
a  qnestion  which  each  gentleman  must  aerionsly 
consider  for  himself,  I  shall  endeavor  to  pre- 
sent the  material  facta  in  as  clear  and  diatJuct  a 
manner  as  I  am  able. 

Intention,  in  every  criminal  charge,  ia  neces- 
tttjU)  constitDte  guilt.  Even  if  the  act  be 
plsud;  illegal,  the  committee  must  still  judge 
wiietlJer  it  proceeded  from  improper  feelings, 
and  ^rang  from  a  bad  motive.  Poor  frait 
tun  is  left  to  form  this  jndgment  from  eitemal 
tondact.  He  cannot  search  the  heart,  nor 
Knetnte  the  springs  of  human  action.  Still, 
Waver,  he  has  these  general  principles  to 
guide  his  judgment,  derived  from  the  nighest 
snthority :  "  ont  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart 
the  month  apeaketh ;  "  and  "  the  tree  is  known 
bj  ita  fmiL"  If;  in  addition  to  the  illegality 
of  the  action,  the  committee  ahall  be  of  opin- 
ioD  that  the  testimony  manifests  the  existence 
oTan  evil  intention,  the  case  will  then  be  fnlly 
nude  oat.  I  trost  1  am  one  of  the  last  men 
ia  this  Honse,  or  in  this  conntry,  who  would 
Kck,  in  the  remotest  manner,  to  interfere  with 
the  consUCatiooal  independenA  of  the  Judi- 
ciary. I  know  that  it  w  the  great  bulwark  of 
onr  rights  and  liberties ;  and  this  Honse  will 
never  ose  its  power  of  impeachment  as  a  means 
of  infringing  upon  an  inatitutiou  so  aacred.  But 
<rbMi  an  iadividoal,  elevated  to  the  high  and 
reaponsible  rank  of  a  judge,  foi^tting  what  he 
owes  to  his  otm  dignity,  to  his  conntry,  and  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  shall,  by  arbitrary 
and  oppressive  condnct,  prostrato  the  rights  of 
a  citizen  of  this  repablic,  it  is  fit  and  proper 
tliat  be  ihonld  be  held  np  as  an  example,  and 


such  has  been  the  condnot  of  Jndge  Peck;  and 
I  may  add,  that  similar  sentiments  were  held 
by  every  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

It  was  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  we 
found  ourselves  compelled  to  arrive  at  such  a 
eonclouon,  and  to  present  such  a  report  to  the 
House.  Throaghout  all  the  stages  of  the  exam- 
ination, we  endeavored  to  divest  onrselves  of 
every  thing  like  f^elins,  and  to  be  influenced 
solely  by  a  r^ard  to  the  demands  of  daty.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  do  ao,  as  far  as  possible,  upon 
the  present  occasion,  and  shall  now  proceed  to 
state  snch  facts  as  the  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee has  clearly  established.  Let  me  briefly  . 
refer  to  the  oridn  of  this  snlject. 

On  the  SSth  Uay,  1834,  Oon^ress  passed  an 
act  enabling  claimants  of  land  m  Missouri,  un- 
der French  and  Spanish  grants  made  before 
Lonisiana  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
United  States,  to  apply  to  the  district  oonrt  of 
Missouri  for  their  confirmation.  Mr.  Peck 
then  was,  and  still  is,  the  aole  judge  of  that 
conrt  On  the  2Sd  August,  1824^  Antony  Son- 
lard,  who  had  been  the  surveyor  general  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  before  the  cession,  presented 
for  Donfinnation  a  claim  to  10,000  arpents  of 
land,  the  consideration  for  wht^  consisted,  not 
in  money,  bnt  in  hia  services,  as  snrveyor  gen- 
eraL  The  claim  was  peculiar  in  its  character, 
and  was  founded  on  special  circumstances  be- 
longing to  itself  alone.  The  quantity  of  land 
was  greater  than  that  of  the  concessions  usually 
granted  by  the  Spanish  Government  in  Lonis- 
iana. Indeed,  the  entire  ease  was  one  mi  gett- 
erit:  but  1  shall  not  fatigue  the  committee  by 
entering  into  ita  peculiarities.  It  was  signed 
at  a  great  length  by  the  district  attorney,  (Mr. 
Bat«s,)  assisted  by  Hr.  Lucas,  on  the  port  of 
the  United  States;  and  by  Luke  £.  Lawlesa, 
the  present  complunant,  and  Colonel  Strother, 
on  behalf  of  Soulard.  On  the  2Stb  December, 
182S,  the  Judge  prononnoed  his  final  decree^ 
and  gave  Judgment  against  the  petitioner. 
Whereupon,  on  appeal  was  immediately  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the  United  States— tt 
cironmstvioe  which  will  be  found  to  have  a 
mat«rial  bearing  on  the  case  now  before  the 
committee.  This  decree  was  drawn  ont  at 
length,  and  places  his  decision  upon  grounds, 
where  the  Judge  ought  to  have  suffered  it  to 
remun.  This  concession,  according  to  the  de- 
cree, was  in  oppoution  to  the  general  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  Spanish  anthorities  had 
granted  land  in  Upper  Louisiana,  and  therefore 
coold  not  have  been  confirmed,  even  if  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  country  had  not  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States.  Here  the  Judge 
ought  to  have  permitted  the  matter  to  rest  until 
aft«r  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the 
United  States ;  and  if  he  had,  we  should  never 
have  heard  of  this  impeachment. 

It  ought  to  be  the  first  object  of  every  Jndge 
to  do  strict  and  impartial  Justice ;  and  his  sec- 
ond, to  satisly  the  public  that  strict  and  im- 
Eartial  Justice  has  been  done.  Judge  Peck 
new  that  a  great  number  of  these  land  oloims, 
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under   tbtIods    cironnutuiceB,    derived   from 
Spanish  eoncesMonB,  must  come  before  htm  for 
decision,  and  that  many  of  Uiem  were  then 
tuall;  pending  in  his  oonrt.    It  was  natural  to 


Ilia  decisions.  Thej  had  a  right  to  expect 
oool  and  deliberate  inveetigation  of  each  class 
of  these  cluma,  and  that  the  Judge  woold  ap- 
proach them  with  candor,  and  hold  the  scales  of 
Justice  even  between  all  parties,  A  judge,  un- 
der HQch  circumstances,  should  b«  pecnliarlj 
cautious  and  prudent,  and,  above  ail,  shoold 
never  pr^odge  Hnj  case.  He  ought  to  wait 
until  each  question  is  fairly  brought  before 
him.  But  what  waathe  courseof  Judge  Peek) 
Although  be  had  delivered  no  written  opinion 
in  the  cose  of  Soolard,  but  had  confined  himaelf 
to  an  oral  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  his  de- 
cree, jet,  in  March,  1826,  more  than  three 
months  after  final  judgment  had  been  rendered, 
he  carried  a  written  opinion  to  the  editor  of 
the  Missouri  Republican  at  St.  Louis,  for  pub- 
lication. This  opinion  thus,  for  the  first  time, 
came  before  the  public  through  a  political  news- 
paper. Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  is  not 
m;  assertion ;  it  is  that  of  the  Judge  himself 
who,  in  his  defence,  uses  this  verj  phrase,  when 
speaking  of  that  newspaper.  Now,  I  ask,  was 
this  not  an  act  calculateo  to  arouse  the  feelings 
of  all  that  numerous  class  of  persons  in  If  is- 
souri  who  are  intereeted  in  claims  of  this 
description  t  What  must  have  been  their  feel- 
ings, when  thej  saw  an  opinion  in  which  not 
only  the  case  of  Soulard,  but  all  possible  oases 
that  could  arise  under  these  Spanish  grants, 
were  settled  in  anticipation  against  the  claim- 
ants i  The  Judge  at  once  deprived  them  of  sll 
hope.  Notwithstanding  his  opinion  decides 
that  the  Spanish  ordinance  of  1764  never  was 
in  force  in  Upper  Louisiana,  ha  proceeds  to  ex- 
amine minutely  the  terms  of  that  ver;  ordi- 
nance, and  decides  against  everj  pos^ble  claim 
which  could  have  arisen  under  it,  had  it  been 
extended  to  that  province.  In  short,  he  tears 
np  bj  the  roots  the  claims  of  ali  persons  nnder 
grants  or  concessions  made  b;  the  sub-delegate 
or  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Lonisisua. 
Now,  sir,  considering  the  existing  excitement 
in  that  country  on  the  subject,  and  the  strong 
and  general  feeling  in  favor  of  these  clums 
which  prevails  there,  what  must  jou  think  of 
such  conduct  1  Three  months  after  the  deci- 
sion of  the  cause,  and  after  it  had  been  removed 
from  his  court  by  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  he  makes  his  appearance 
in  this  manner,  in  a  political  newspaper,  and, 
to  repeat  a  phrase  for  which  I  have  been  no 
little  censured,  he  casts  a  fireband  into  the  com- 
munity, 

Mr.  Lawless  was,  at  this  time,  counsel  for 
many  of  the  duntants ;  and  what  was  bis  con- 
duct! Why,  sir,  be  pursues  a  ooorse  with 
which  I  feel  I  never  should  have  been  content, 
under  similar  ciroanutaooes.  Be  writes  on 
article,  merely  suggesting  the  errors  of  &ct  and 
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doctrine  which  he  believed  were  contained  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Judge;  an  article  which  I 
must  say,  cousidering  the  character  of  this 
opinion,  was  humble,  tame,  and  submissive. 
Even  the  Judge  himself  seems  to  have  been 
conscious  of  some  impropriety  in  his  own  con- 
ducL  Hear  what  he  says  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  his  opinion: 

"Tbe  title  to  more  than  a  miUion,  pertiapB  mil- 
lions, of  acres  of  land  was  supposed  to  depend  upon 
the  decinon  of  the  queatioos  which  have  been  con- 
sidered ;  ind  the  opinion  bafing  mainlj  proceeded 
upon  a  view  wbich  bad  not  been  taken  at  the  bar, 
and  haviog  been  extended  to  an  inquiry  into  the 
source  and  nature  of  the  Spaniah  titles  to  landa  in 
Louiaiaaa,  and  to  an  inqoir;  conceming  tbe  laws 
under  which  those  titlea  were  derived ;  and  the  de- 
cision of  moat  of  the  points,  therefore,  baring  pro- 
ceeded chiefiy  upon  groundi  which  had  been  little 
or  not  at  all  examined  in  the  areument  of  the  cause, 
it  is  deemed  proper  to  remark  that  counsel  will  not 
be  excluded  from  again  stirring  any  of  the  points 
which  have  been  here  decided,  wben  tbey  may 
beresfler  arise  in  any  other  cause." 

ThuH,  sir,  yon  perceive  that  the  Jndg€  him- 
self declares  that  he  bad  made  a  sweening  deci- 
sion which  covers  the  whole  ground,  and  yet 
that  many  of  tbe  points  be  had  thus  setUed  bad 
not  even  been  mooted  at  the  bar;  and,  in  con- 
sideration that  they  had  thus  been  determined 
without  argument,  he  gives  public  notice  that 
they  might  be  re-examined  in  court. 

A  Judge,  who  pays  a  proper  r^ard  to  bis 
own  character  and  the  authority  of  his  own 
opinions,  will  never,  in  delivering  them  to  tbe 
public,  throw  out  obiter  dicta  wluch  might  em- 
barrass him  hereafter.  But  here  Judge  Feck, 
three  months  after  he  had  delivered  a  verbal 
opinion  in  court,  in  the  case  of  Soolard,  pub- 
lishes a  sort  of  general  commentary  on  the 
Spanish  law  as  applying  to  the  province  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  by  which  he  decides  against 
the  clumants  all  tbe  questions  which  coold 
possibly  arise  under  Spanish  concessions.  I  say 
all  the  questions,  and,  if  there  be  any  one  which 
'  i  has  not  virtually  decided,  I  should  be  glad 

hear  what  it  is, 

Mr.  Lawless,  being  of  counsel  in  a  large 
number  of  these  cases,  publishes  In  another 
newspaper,  the  Missouri  Advocate  and  St. 
Louis  Inquirer,  the  article  signed  "  A  Citiien ;  " 
and  as  this  publication  is  the  foundation  of  the 
alleged  contempt  for  whiob  be  was  so  severely 
punished,  I  shall  ask  titat  it  may  be  read  bj 
tiie  Clerk. 

[Here  the  article  signed  "A  Citicen"  wks 
read  accordingly.] 

Now,  sir,  the  Jndge  has  spent  many  pages  in 
proving  that  these  strictures  of  Mr.  Lawless  are 
wilful  misrepresentations.  So  far  as  I  have  ex- 
amined the  subject,  I  think  that  the  deciaiona 
attributed  by  Mr.  Lawless  to  the  Judge  are  all 

be  found  in  the  opinion.  He  may  have  been 
mistaken  in  two  or  three  instances.  But  I  shall 
particulars,  at  least  for  the  preseDt. 
This^  ^,  is  the  dull,  tune,  flat  arlide  whicb 
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•Ku  cciuidered  BO  flagnmt  ft  o6iit«mpt  againat 
tbe  MHUt.  To  me  it  appears  to  nave  been 
written  as  if  the  antbor  had  thronghoot  the 
fear  of  ladge  Peck  before  his  eyes.  I  do  not 
beUere  thera  is  a  man  in  this  Hoose,  who,  in 
tlie  tike  circnmitaocea,  woold  have  written  bo 
mild  and  bo  tame  an  artiole.  What  motive 
could  there  hftve  been  for  cODfidering  this  pro- 
ilacdon  a  oontempt  of  ooart  f  For  m j  aool  I 
never  coold  imagine,  (and  I  believe  I  am  as 
modi  diB{MMed  to  exercise  obarit;  as  other  gen- 
Uemen,)  nntesa  it  migbt  have  been  to  prevent 
the  public  from  diBcoaung  the  merits  of  the 
opinion  in  the  newaptowa.  Here  is  a  judge 
wbo  Tiriiinteen  in  a  pnblio  Jonmal  to  proolum 
his  opinions  on  all  possible  pointa  of  Spanish 
Imdlaw;  a  lawyer,  feeling  a  deep  interest  in 
these  (pinions,  ventures  to  set  aphis  own  Jndg- 
ment  In  opporition  to  them ;  and  for  this 
offenoe  tbe  Judge  fastens  upon  him,  as  if  re- 
solved to  make  him  an  example  to  alt  others  in 
like  case  offending.  Aecordmgtj,  on  the  third 
Honday  of  April,  1636,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
court,  t^e  Jndge,  having  taken  his  seat  apon 
liie  bench,  pranced  the  Uissoari  Advocate, 
tod  inqnired  if  any  person  present  knew  who 
iris  the  editor  of  that  p^ier.  To  this  inqnirj, 
Thieh  was  not  addressed  to  any  partionlar  per- 
aoo,  Mr.  I^wleas  answered  that  he  did;  and 
EUted  it  was  Bt«iihen  W.  Foreman.  Now  the 
Judge  must  have  Known  the  name  of  tlis  editor 
u  ««11  as  Itr.  lAwlesEL  He  rended  in  the  same 
town,  and  the  name  was  on  the  paper  itself, 
;tt  he  called  npfon  Hr.  Lawless  to  swear  to  the 
fuL  He  was  selected  from  all  the  bar  and  all 
tha  bystanders,  and  required  to  make  this  affl- 
dint.  The  Judge  then  immeiUately  dictated  a 
nle  upon  Foreman,  commanding  him  to  show 
CNH,  on  tiie  next  day,  at  11  o'clock,  why  an 
UUebment  should  not  iasae  against  him  for 
piUiihiop  a  false  statement  concerning  the  jndi- 
oil  decision  in  the  ease  of  Sonlard.  Sir,  when 
Iwunp  before,  I  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Judge  Peek  had  made  his  case  worse  by  his 
mM-exuninstion  of  the  witnesses.  From  all 
the  tacts'elicit«d  by  that  cross-examination,  it 
•Pptars  that  the  Jndge  had  one  object  in  his  eye 
^m  the  origin  of  these  proceedings.  His  con- 
dnct  shows  that  he  knew  Hr.  Lawless  to  be  the 
utbor  of  the  article.  He  had  the  viotim  in 
^U  Tiew  from  the  very  commencement.  When 
U«kas  appeared  as  the  conosel  of  Foreman, 
lb«  vitacssea  declare  that  the  Jndge  treated 
him  throoghoot  as  tbe  author  of  the  pnblica- 
tJon;  that  hts  manner  waa  vehement,  that  he 
TU  much  existed,  and  that  he  was  sometimes 
qoiw  rode.  Although  Lawlesa  a^^ieared  only 
u  ceaosel,  the  Judge  constantly  adverted  to 
tiin  u  being  himself  the  author,  employing 
nch  laognage  as  this :  "  Sir,  yon  say  so  and 
*>'''  "  yoor  article  states  sach  and  such  things," 
"  I  tell  yoD  what  yon  say  is  false." 

Coder  bU  these  oircnmstanoes,  and  nnder  the 
BUf  Teiations  intemptions  which  he  expe- 
naced,  did  Mr.  lAwleas  lay  or  do  any  thmg 
'■Mated,  in  Ui«  slightest  d^ree,  to  oaose 


ofibnoe  t  Kot  at  all.  He  submitted  patiently 
to  the  Etriotnrea  of  the  court,  and  argned  the 
case  in  tbe  most  reepectfnl  laiwoage.  He  en- 
deavored to  satisfy  the  Judge  ^at  nis  opinion 
had  not  been  misrepresented,  and  that  the 
article  was  neither  oontenptuooanor  libellous; 
and  that,  if  even  it  were  libellous,  the  editor 
was  protected  from  summary  punishment  by 
the  guaranties  of  the  constitution.  Some  oases 
were  presented  to  the  court  to  sustain  these 
positions.  All  bis  pleas  were  overruled,  and 
the  Judge  was  about  to  pronounce  Judgment. 
At  this  moment,  Mr.  Lawless,  discovering  that 
the  matter  was  likely  to  become  serious,  ro- 
quested  tbe  editor  to  give  up  his  name  as  tbe 
antbor  of  the  article,  wishing  himself  to  meet 
the  oonsequenoes.  No  sooner  was  this  done, 
than  the  Judge issned  amle  on  Lawless,  return- 
able forthwith,  to  show  caaae  why  an  attach- 
ment should  not  be  issued  against  bim  for  con- 
tempt ;  and  also  why  he  should  not  be  sns- 
pended  from  practioe. 

The  witnesses  declare  that  the  feelings  of  the 
Judge  continued  to  rise  gradually  until  they 
reached  the  highest  point  of  excitement.  The 
rule  against  tbe  printer  had  described  the  arti- 
cle signed  "A  Oltizeu  "  as  a  false  statement, 
tending  to  bring  odium  on  the  court,  and  im- 
pair the  oonfideuce  of  tbe  public  in  ttie  pnrity 
of  its  decisions.  Not  satisfied  with  this  descrip- 
tion, the  Judge  denounces  the  article  in  his  rule 
against  Lawless  as  containing  "  malicious  "  as 
well  aa  false  statements,  and  asoribes  to  it  an 
"  intent  to  impair  tbe  public  confidence  in  the 
upright  Intentions  of  the  said  court,  and  to 
bring  odium  upon  tbe  court;  and  especially 
with  intent  to  impress  the  public  mind,  and 
particDlarly  many  litigants  in  this  court,  that 
they  ore  not  to  expect  justice  in  tbe  causes  now 
pending  therein ;  and  with  intent,  further,  to 
awaken  hostile  and  angry  feelings  on  tbe  part 
of  tbe  sud  litigants  agdiiBt  the  said  court,  in 
contempt  of  the  same  court." 

Now,  who  but  one  blinded  by  bis  passions 
could  have  given  such  a  description  of  tAis  arti- 
cle !  Is  there  any  gentleman  within  the  sound 
of  my  voice,  who,  upon  reading  the  commen- 
tary, will  say  it  is,  in  any  degree,  applicable  ? 
Lawless  came  before  the  court  condemned  al- 
ready. When  his  counsel  attempted  to  prove 
that  the  artiole  waa  not  a  contempt,  they  were 
told  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  argue  tliat 
question.  The  Judge  would  not  hear  a  word 
upon  that  subject.  He  had  determined  it  to  be 
a  contempt,  and  his  will  was  tbe  law.  A  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  is  thus  brought  before 
a  Judge  upon  a  oriminal  charge  involving  in  its 
punisaroent  consequences  of  the  most  serious 
character,  and  the  lips  of  bis  counsel  are  sealed 
upon  tbe  principal  point  of  his  defence.  Not 
being  permitted  to  present  this  view  of  the  aul>- 
ject,  they  argued  the  remaining  question  witb 
great  ability,  and  attempted  to  satisfy  the  court 
that,  even  admitting  the  article  to  he  contempt- 
uona,  it  should  be  tried  and  punished  io  a  dif- 
ferent maonw.  Their  argnmenta  were  all  in  vain. 


.yGoogle 


H.  or  a] 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

ImptaiAmeiil  <tf  J*dgt  Pidi — S^art  iff  tAa  Jvi^ataj 


[IrsiLiim 


Kow  oomM  the  eoncloding  soene,  which,  to 
m;'  view,  dtspl^rs  the  evil  intention — the  im- 
proper motiTes  of  the  Jadga,  in  the  oleorest 
light.  He  was  nearly  bliad,  aiid  unable  to  read 
the  article  himself.  At  his  reqaeat,  it  was  read 
bj  the  diHtrict  attomej, .  paragraph  b?  para- 
graph, and,  at  the  end  of  each,  Uie  Jadse  made 
hia  commentarieB.  He  was  mnoh  excited,  bis 
roanner  was  very  warm,  and  he  was  occupied 
two  or  three  hoars  in  delivering  hia  opinion. 
And  .what  was  ila  whole  tenor  t  Instead  of 
the  calm,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner 
which  becomes  a  judge  upon  aU  occasions,  and 
particularly  when  be  himaelf  is  also  the  party, 
we  find  him  heat«d,  acrimouiooB,  and  severe. 
He  often  used  the  words  "  calumniator, "  "oon- 
temntuons,"  "  etanderoDS,"  "libellons,"  as  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Lawless  and  his  article.  He  even 
forgot  himself  so  far  as  to  say  that  in  China  the 
house  of  snob  a  calumniator  would  be  painted 
black,  aa  an  evidence  of  tiie  blackness  of  bis 
heart,  and  aa  a  warning  that  the  whole  world 
might  avoid  him.  Throughout,  Lawless  uttered 
not  a  word,  not  a  murmur,  in  reply.  At  length, 
able  to  endnre  the  abuse  no  longer,  after  oon- 
snlting  his  friends,  he  rose,  and  left  the  court 

Had  yon,  Hr.  Ohairman,  been  a  member  of 
the  bar,  placed  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  Lawless, 
what  would  have  been  your  conduct  on  tbe  oc- 
OBsiont  Coold  you,  with  feelings  lacerated 
and  excited  to  fi'enzy,  have  sat  silently  and  pa- 
tiently, and  heard  Uie  Jadge  for  two  or  three 
hours  uttering  every  odious  epithet  against  you, 
and  even  dedaring  that  in  China  your  house 
would  be  piunted  black,  as  an  emblem  of  the 
blackness  of  your  heui  ? 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  scene,  Mr.  Lawless 
was  sent  for,  and  sentenced  to  be  committed  to 
prison  for  twenty-fonr  hours,  and  suspended 
from  the  iiractice  of  hia  profesmon  for  eigh- 
teen montns.  He  was  thus,  by  the  arbitrary 
mandate  of  the  Jndge,  not  only  deprived  of  hia 
personal  liberty,  bnt  of  the  meana  of  support- 
ing himself  and  his  family.  And  yet  we  are  to 
be  told  that  no  melioe,  no  evil  intention,  dic- 
tated this  proceeding ;  that  the  only  motive  of 
the  Jadge  was  to  preserve  tbe  adminiatration 
of  justice  from  contempt.  I  have  stated  the 
facts,  and  shall  leave  every  gentleman  to  draw 
his  own  conclusions. 

I  admit  that  we  ought  not  to  impeach  a  Jndge 
simply  because  his  conduct  has  been  iUegU. 
All  must  agree  that  this  may  be  the  case,  and 
yet  he  may  not  deserve  punishment.  Bat  il- 
legal and  oppressive  proceeding  accompanied 
by  violenoe  of  manner,  by  passion,  and  by  the 
appearance  <£  revenge,  present  a  very  different 
case,  and  give  birth  to  verj  different  concla- 

I  shall  not  at  present  permit  myself  to  be 
drawn  into  a  particular  examination  of  the 
cases  cited  by  the  Judge.  His  case  stands 
alone.  Ko  contempt  whatever  exists  in  the 
artiole.  It  b  the  mere  opinion  of  a  lawyer 
agunst  that  of  a  judge.    Yrom  the  revolution 


in  England  until  this  day,  no  case  can  be  died 
which  bears  any  parallel  to  the  prteent  If 
there  be  such  a  one  on  record  in  that  conntry, 
I  hope  it  may  be  produced. 

Here  I  might,  and  perhaps  ought  to  canclade 
my  remarks,  but  it  seems  proper  and  respectful 
to  the  committee  that  I  ahonld  state  what  I  be- 
lieve t«  be  tbe  law  in  regard  to  contempts  >£ 
court.  In  England,  there  are  two  kinds  oi  socb 
contempts ;  the  one  direct,  the  other  oaDEt^Q^ 
tive.  from  necessity,  the  power  to  poni^ 
direct  contempts  in  a  summaTTinanner  must 
exist  in  every  court  of  justice.  Without  SDch  i 
power,  they  could  not  proceed  with  th^  bn^- 
ness.  In  its  exercise,  this  power  is  generally 
confined  to  oasea  of  official  miacondact  in  the 
officers  of  the  court,  to  the  disobedience  of  pir- 
ties,Jurorg,  and  witnesses,  to  Its  lawfnl  orden 
and  process,  and  to  misbehavior  in  the  face  of 
the  oonrt,  tending  to  obstmct  the  adDiinietn- 
tion  of  justice.  If  a  witness  shall  wilfully  Sw 
obey  a  subpoena,  the  court  from  which  it  ii- 
saed,  must,  m  the  nature  of  thin^  possess  tbe 
summary  power  of  compelling  his  attendsiM, 
and  poniahing  huo  for  contempt,  by*  attAcb- 
ment.  Bo,  if  a  sheriff  rel\ise  to  obey  an  ord«r 
of  court,  necesuty  requires  the  exercise  of  a 
aimilar  power.  If  a  bystander  will  vioUte 
order  and  interrupt  the  court  whilst  transacting 
the  bnsiness  of  the  country,  self-preserTalion 
demands  that  it  should  poasesa  the  power  of 
summarily  punishing  sucn  an  offender.  Tbe 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  de- 
eded that  an  attempt  to  bribe  a  member  of  this 
House,  although  the  offer  were  made  in  a  letter 
written  at  a  distance,  is  a  direct  eontenipt  of 
its  authority,  and  may  be  punished  by  the 
House  with  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Constructive  contempts  are,  in  their  nstnre, 
of  a  very  different  character,  and,  under  a  ftee 
Qovemment,  will  ever  be  viewed  with  jealoug' 
and  suspicion.  The  trial  of  such  contempts,  id 
a  summary  manner,  deprives  tbe  accused  of  tbe 
protection  of  a  grand  and  of  a  petit  Jury,  sod 
often  constitutea  tbe  injured  party  boui  th« 
judge  and  the  avenger  ofhis  own  wrotgs.  Th^ 
Judge,  when  tbe  object  of  the  contempt,  be- 
comes himself  the  accuser,  tries  tbe  offence, 
and  punishes  the  offender  at  his  own  arbitraT 
discretion,  with  as  heavy  a  fine  and  as  long  s^ 
imprisonment  as  he  may  think  proper.  Is  not 
this  a  power  in  its  nature  revolting  to  every 
freeman)  Judges  do  not  cease  to  be  nien 
when  elevated  to  the  bench.  They  are  still  bnt 
trail  human  creatures.  Is  it  not  then  a  dsn- 
gerous,  a  tremendous  power  to  make  any  man 
the  judge  in  his  own  cause  of  a  contempt  wnj- 
mitted  agunst  himself,  and  under  excited  fW- 
ings  to  limit  him,  in  the  measure  of  the  poD- 
ishment,  only  by  his  own  mercy  and  his  o*" 
sense  of  justice )  Arbitrary  discretion  U"" 
takes  the  place  of  po»tive  law.  , . . 

I  shall  not  affirm  that  no  case  exists  in  wim^ 

tbe  courts  of  the  United  States  ought  to  pOM^s 

power  of  punishing  summarily  for  consim*" 

I  contempts.     I  can  conodve  bnt  of  onej 
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ud  then  this  power,  if  it  exiata,  ia  oonferred 
upon  the  jadge,  Dot  to  enalile  him  to  avenge 
L)  oim  VrongB,  red  or  imaginar]',  bnt  to  pre- 
Teot  iiynatioe  between  the  putieH  to  &  oaoae 
ictnaJly  pendinc  in  MinrL  If,  whilst  &  canae  is 
dq>eaiUDg,  partienlarly  %  case  ia  be  determined 
bj  B  JD17,  Bn  inflammatorr  pablication  ahoold 
be  made  in  the  newspaper,  toaohing  the  qnes- 
tioo  to  be  dedded,  cidcnlated  to  enliat  pnblio 
feeling  in  favor  of  the  one  party,  or  prejndice 
it  agaioat  the  other,  the  conrt  maf  poaaibl]', 
under  mch  circnmstancea,  inSict  snmmarj  1ns- 
tic«  upon  the  author.  If  anoh  a  power  does 
exist  in  this  country,  it  is  the  utmost  limit 
Bnt  whether  it  eziata  or  not,  if  anch  had  been 
Uw  ctrcnmstaneea  of  the  case  now  before 
the  eoiDmitt«e,  I  ahonid  have  t>een  the  last 
man  in  thia  Hoiiae  to  reoommend  an  impeach- 
ment. 

Id  Pennsylvania,  where  the  oonrts  are  aa 
rnnch  re^>ected  as  in  any  other  State  of  the 
roioD,  even  this  power  has  always  been  de- 
nied; and,  in  1609,  the  Legislatnre  of  that 
State  passed  &n  act,  declaring  that  no  pnhlica- 
tioD  out  of  oonrt.  even  concerning  a  oanse  de- 
pending, ahoold  oe  coiutmed  into  a  contempt, 
n  u  to  render  the  offender  tUble  to  attach- 
ment and  anmmary  pnnishment.  They  thought 
it  most  entedient  to  leave  the  party  who  deem- 
ed himaelf  injnred,  to  proceed  by  indictment  or 
Mtion  at  law  to  obtain  hia  redreaa,  I  hare 
mta  known  the  least  inoonvenienoe  to  arise 
froiD  this  legislative  enactment. 

Long  before  thia  act  had  passed,  the  exercise 
of  this  smnm&ry  power  by  the  conrta  of  tb^ 
StUe,  ID  the  case  of  a  lU  pmdm*,  had  been 
nude  the  subject  of  legialative  investigation 
•sd  impeaehmenL  The  case  of  Oswald  00- 
Cdrred  m  1788;  and  althongh  he  had  been 
Sued  and  imprisoned  for  the  pnbHcation  of  a 
most  inflammatory  article  in  reUtion  to  a  cause 
then  actnalty  depending  before  the  Snpreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  the  conduct  of  the 
judges  became  the  subject  of  a  most  serioos  in- 
testiguipn  by  the  Legislature.  In  the  case  of 
the  Ccinmoawealth  m.  Passmore,  which  oc- 
rarred  in  1803.  although  he  had  been  tike  au- 
thor of  a  poblicatioD  which  on  its  face  was 
desriy  intended  seriooaly  to  ii^nre  the  oharao- 
terrfoneof  the  parties  to  a  cause  depending 
In  rdstion  to  that  very  ease,  the  Jndges  of  the 
Sopreme  Court  were  impeached,  and  were 
*ithin  three  votes  of  being  convicted  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds  of  the  Benate,  for  fining 
"A  imprisoning  him  in  a  anmmary  manner  for 
this  alleged  contempt.  Althongh  no  man  can 
H*d  that  pnblicatton  withont  at  once  pro- 
(onaeiDg  it  a  direct  attempt  to  interfere  with 
tl>e  doe  course  of  justice,  yet  thirteen  ont  of 
iTtnty-four  Benators  believed  the  sentence  of 
tbe  cMitt  to  have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  and 
'^cwutitntional  exercise  of  power,  for  which 
wjndgw  ought  to  have  been  deprived  of  their 
i'Sm*.  Th«M  cases,  I  premune,  prodneed  the 
■(t  of  1S09.  From  ita  language  it  does  not 
■^ttr  the  Legifllatnre  entertained  the  most  re 


mote  Idea  that  soy  Judge,  when  the  canae  was 
no  longer  pending,  and  after  final  judgment  had 
been  rendered,  would  attempt,  aa  Judge  Peck 
haa  done,  to  panii>h  in  a  summary  manner  any 
citizen  who  might  think  proper  to  ooqiment 
upon  the  opinion  which  had  been  delivered. 
What  is  the  qnestion  which  Jndge  Peck  has 
attempted  to  raise  in  his  defence  t  Althongh  I 
deny  that  any  facts  exist  in  thia  case  out  of  which 
ench  a  qnestion  can  arise,  yet  it  may  be  well 
to  conuaer  the  natore  of  the  power  which  he 
contends  belongs  to  the  Judiciary.  I  never  did 
expect  to  hear  it  seriously  and  gravely  asserted, 
by  a  judge  of  the  United  States,  before  thia 
House,  that,  if  a  libel  were  published  against 
btm  affecting  his  judicial  character  in  relation 
to  an  opinion  which  he  had  delivered  upon  the 
final  decision  of  a  cause,  he  could,  in  a  snm- 
mary  manner,  try  and  punish  the  ofienoe  ao- 
coring  to  his  own  discretion.  If  such  a  power 
exists  in  any  case  of  libel,  it  ia  for  the  purpose 
of  securingiu  slice  to  the  parties  in  a  cause  de- 
pending^. When  thecanseisdecided,  the  judge, 
in  relation  to  it,  is  placed  in  the  same  sitnation 
with  any  other  public  officer,  and  must  Buffer 
the  fate  to  which  we  are  all  anbieoted.  If  he 
feels  tliat  his  general  condoct  and  ctkaracter  are 
not  a  aofflcient  defence  against  attacks  of  the 
press,  like  every  other  citizen,  he  must  seek  re- 
dress by  inatitating  a  pablic  prosecution  or  t, 
private  action.  In  anch  a  case,  he  possesses  no 
pecnlior  privileges.  He  cannot  become  the 
judge  in  bb  own  canse.  Will  it  be  contended 
upon  this  floor  that  each  an  arbitrary  and  nn- 
oonstitntionalpowerexistsin the jndgest  That 
they,  in  this  respect,  stand  npon  a  different 
footing  fh>m  all  other  public  men!  Why 
should  they  be  made  tbe  Judges  of  such  injuries 
against  themselves,  more  than  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  members  of  this  Eonae, 
or  any  other  high  officer  of  the  Government  t 
What,  sir  I  after  a  Judge  has  committed  his 
final  opinion  to  the  world,  upon  a  great  consti- 
tutional question — a  question  in  which  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  may  be  deeply 
involved,  must  the  citizen  who  attacks  its  doc-  , 
trines,  even  in  infiammotory  language,  do  it 
under  the  penalty  of  being  fined  and  imprisoned 
at  the  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure  of  the  au- 
thor !  If  snch  be  the  law,  woe  be  to  the  man 
who  shall  be  bold  enough  to  hazard  a  free  00m- 
meutory  u[>OD  any  opinion  of  a  trraniuoal  judge. 
Had  this  doctrine  been  eatablished  ten  yeata 
ago,  the  distiugnished  individual  who  is  now, 
and  I  hope  may  Ions  continne  to  be,  the  Chief 
Jostioe  of  the  United  Btates,  if  the  will  had  not 
been  wanting,  might  have  imprisoned  many  of 
the  moat  distingnished  patriots  of  the  country, 
for  severe  strictures  on  his  constitutional  de- 
It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that,  if  this  for- 
midable power  does  exist  in  the  judiciary,  it  ex-  ' 
ists  withont  appeal.  The  jirlnciple  is  well  eet- 
tied,  that  in  cases  of  commitment  for  contempt 
the  injured  party  has  no  redress.  He  must  en- 
dure the  penalty,  without  the  poasibillty  of 
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having  his  case  reviewed  by  any  other  Judicial 
tribnnaL 

One  might  almost  sappose,  from  what  has 
truiapLred  in  this  case,  that  Judge  Peck  had  for- 
gotten that  there  was  an  American  revolution  in 
17TQ,  and  that  the  federal  oonstitnCion  haa  gnar- 
imtied  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  some 
lights  which  are  not  poaaessed  by  the  sol^ecta 
of  the  Grown  of  EngWd.  There  was  a  portion 
of  his  cross-examination  of  the  witnesaea  of  ao 
etrange  a  character  that  I  could  not,  at  the 
time,  conceive  what  waa  his  ol^ecL  I  shall 
read  a  few  of  his  questions,  with  the  answers 
of  the  witneaaea.  He  askeid,  "Was  it  insisted 
in  the  argonieat  that  the  liberty  of  the  citiien, 
of  nieech,  and  of  the  press,  would  be  violated 
by  the  proceeding  contemplatMi  by  the  role!" 
A.  "  It  was."  "  Was  it  insisted  that  the  con- 
etitutioi^  and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  were 
also  violated."  A.  '■  It  was."  "  Was  tiie  pro- 
ceeding represented  to  bo  incompatible  with 
the  genios  of  our  Oovemment!"  A.  "I  be- 
lieve it  was."  His  defence  has  caat  some  light 
open  the  otyeot  of  these  questions.  However 
strange  it  may  appear,  it  seems  he  was  destroaa 
of  casting  even  a  darker  shade  npon  his  con- 
dact,  that  it  might  more  nearly  resemble  some 
English  precedents,  in  which  he  alleges  the  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen,  of  speech,  and  of  the  press, 
and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  had  been  inter- 
posed to  shield  the  accnsed,  and  interposed  in 
vain.     Let  him  speak  for  himself.     He  says — 

"  In  the  present  instance,  although  the  petitioner, 
Mr.  Lawless,  hw  attempted  to  give  aolemnily  to  his 
complaint,  bj  repreaeDlingtberreedomof  the  press, 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  tbe  Uberty  of  the 
American  citiien,  to  have  been  violated  in  bis  per- 
son, in  the  summary  punishmeDt  foe  a  contempt  of 
court,  inflicted  on  hioi,  yet  your  memorialist  has  no 
fear  of  satisTjing  this  honorable  House,  if  an  oppor- 
tunit;  shall  be  afforded  hioi,  that  theae  are  tbe  trite 
topics  continually  resorted  to,  and  resorted  to  hi 
vain,  In  Great  Britain,  whenever  tbe  courts  of  that 
country  have  found  it  neeeaaary  to  punish  summarily 
a  contempt." 

Heaven  forbid  that  these  topics  shoidd  aver 
become  trite  !n  the  United  States]  that  they 
should  ever  lose  their  protecting  energy  1 

It  is,  I  believe,  admitted,  at  this  day,  by  all 
classes  of  politioiaos,  that  the  sedition  law  was 
unconstitutional.  What  was  the  argament  in 
favor  of  that  measure)  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment, said  its  advocates,  must  necessarily  pos- 
sess the  incidental  power  of  protecting  itself 
against  molicioos  libels ;  an  argument  much 
stronger  when  applied  to  that  Government, 
the  two  HoQses  of  Congress,  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  ttian  to  Judge  Feck.  Yet 
he,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  his  Judicial 
dignity,  claims  a  power  which  Congress  could 
not  confer  npon  him.  If  yon  were  to  pass  an 
act  to-morrow,  anthoriiing  the  Judge  to  try  and 
punish  lihels,  in  oases  between  thii^  persona,  it 
would  be  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  book,  on 
account  of  its  repugnance  to  the  constitution. 
But  yet  he  olaima  the  power  of  trying  and  pon- 
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ishing  snch  offences,  even  where  he  himself  u 
the  party.  Tbe  sedjtion  law  was  moderation 
itself^  compared  with  this  claim.  Under  its 
provisions  tbe  accused  was  entitled  to  the  htu- 
efit  of  a  grand  and  petit  jury,  and  had  an  op- 
portunity of  conitonting  the  witnesses  against 
him,  face  to  fiace.  In  the  case  now  before  the 
committee.  Judge  Peck  combined  in  his  owa 
person  the  offices  of  the  prosecotor,  the  grand 
jury,   the  petit  jury,  and  the  Jodge ;   and  be 

Eunished,  aocordmg  to  his  own  discretion,  the 
bet  committed  against  himself.  In  sneh  a 
proceeding,  it  is  not  wonderiU  that  the  guar- 
anties of  Uie  constitution,  however  strong  their 
language,  should  have  been  resorted  U)  in  vain. 
The  oonstitntion  declares  that  Congreaa  shall 
make  no  laws  abridging  the  ^eedom  of  the 
press ;  but  Judge  Feck  punishes  the  exercise  <d 
this  freedom  even  when  he  himself  is  the  party. 
Should  the  committee  sanction  these  principles, 
tbe  Judge  will  indeed  hare  established  that  the 
constitution,  tbe  right  of  trial  by  yuf,  and  the 
lit)erty  of  the  press,  are  nothing  better  than  trile 
topics.    Need  I  urge  this  argument  fur^ert 

On  thisfloor  it  is  aoaroe  necessary  to  r^er  to 
the  English  law  for  the  purpose  of  ahowisg 
what  libels  are  considered  oontempta  of  court 
in  that  country.  I  have  examined  all  the  Eog- 
lish  authorities  to  which  I  had  access,  and  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  a  single  case  in 
which  their  courts  have  summarily  punished  a 
libel,  except  in  causes  actnally  depending. 
Although  the  language  of  Blaclcstone  and  Lord 
Hardwicke  b  sufficiently  general  to  embrace 
other  cases,  I  doubt  exceedingly  whether  one 
can  be  found  in  the  books,  where  the  doctriM 
waa  applied  in  practice  after  the  cause  had 
been  decided. 

From  the  very  first  sentence  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Tennessee  court  in  the  case  of  Derby  it 
appears  that  there  was  a  cause  pending.  What 
was  the  particular  character  of  that  contempt  is 
not  stated  in  the  opinion ;  and  tbns  we  are  left 
wholly  in  the  dork  in  regard  to  its  merita. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  commit- 
tee that  I  have  been  arguing  the  question  as  if 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  libel- 
lous against  the  Judge,  instead  of  being  the  tame 
and  respectful  article  signed  "A  Citizen." 

I  have  now  said  all  that  I  deem  ueceasary.  I 
have  spoken  with  great  pain  to  myself  and  I 
fear  to  the  committee  also.  Indeed,  I  have  been 
scarcely  able  to  proceed  at  all,  as  you  must  have 
perceived.  Under  these  oircnmstancea  I  feel 
much  indebted  to  the  committee  for  th^  at- 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  submitting  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  lieen  reported  by  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  the  Judidary. 

S^TUitDAT,  April  2i. 
Judge  Ptch. 
The  HoQse  then  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  Uie  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  llr. 
Wild!  in  the  chair. 
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Vi.  BcBotB  i^ke  at  length  agunst  th«  ofig- 
wl  residDtioii.  He  occapi«d  the  floor  for 
ibont  tiro  hoara. 

Mr.  WiocLiFFB  spoke  in  reply,  and  In  defence 
of  the  coarse  pursued  hj  the  Committee  tm  the 
Jadiauj. 

The  wnendment  offered  by  Mr.  Etbkktt  was 
i^red. 

TIm  iwolalion  offered  by  the  ctialrman  of 
tba  caminittee  waa  agreed  to — jeae  118. 

'  "  a  then  rose,  and  reported  the 


[H.t 


Mr.  BuoBix/kK  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  concurrence  in  the  reaolntion ;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Pima  then  moved  a  call  of  the  Honse ; 
whidi  iras  refnaed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  cOQCarnng 
with  the  oomiiiittee  in  the  resolntioii,  and  ear- 
ned ia  the  afflrmatiTe, 

Tiu.—1ttmn.  Aleiaader,  AUeo,  AltlOD,  Ander- 
Mn,  Archer,  AimstroDg,  Bun  veil,  Buringer,  Beek- 
■BB,  Blui  of  Sooth  Cuolin*,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
Bootdiii,  Brodbead,  Brown,  Buohanin,  CahDOD,  Cun- 
bnitag,  Cunpbell,  Caraon,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Clu- 
bone.  Coke,  Coleman,  Conner,  Cowlea,  Craig  of  New 
Tori,  Cnig  of  Virginia,  Crawford,  Cracheron,  Dan- 
is!,  Dimport,  I>i,Tii  of  South  C»rolIn»,  Deberrj, 
&CIU17,  Dnhk,  De  Witt,  Doddridge,  Drefton,  Dnd- 
ItT.^n,  Elkwortb,  Erans  of  Uaine,  Eruis  of  Penn- 
titiinii,  Findlaj,  Finch,  Forward,  Foitcr,  Fry, 
Giiditr,  GUmore,  Gordon,  Hall,  H&lje;,  Haiamons, 


BuTET.  Htjnes,  Hinds,  Hedges,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Dirie,  Wcka,  Jennines,  Johnson  of  Kentncicy,  John- 
tuo  af  TenneMea,  Kendall,  Bjncaid,  Kia^  ef  New 


.r,Lea,Leoompte,Letcber,Lewu,  Lo^all, 
Lran,  Migec,  HaiweU  of  New  Tork,  HaiweU  of 
Tiiginia,  ||cCreei7, ,  McDoSe,  Hclotire,  If itohell, 
MaacH,  Huhlenbeig,  NuckoUa,  Orerton,  Polk,  Pol- 
t«,  Powera,  Bamiey,  KohaidaoD,  Roane,  Ruaael, 
SaXL,  Shepperd,  ^elda,  Semmea,  8mith,  Speight, 
Bpeacer  of  Kew  ToA,  Spencer  of  HaryUod,  Spngg, 
l^tRiiere,  Storra  of  New  Tork,  Swift,  Taliaferro, 
Tot/Thraison  of  Oeor^  Thomson  of  Ohio,  Trez- 
rut,  locker,  Verplanclc,  Washington,  Weeks, 
Wluie  of  Kew  Tork,  White  of  Loidsiatta,  Wickliffe, 


Butler,  Batea,  Bell,  &air  of  Tenneneej  Baigeel 
Boman,  C^j,  Clark,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crane, 
(Mghtoe,  CrowninsMeld,  DsTti  of  Hassachuselta, 
I>w>gbl,KrereU  of  Vermont,  Everett  of  Uasiacbu- 
ktts,  Gorham,  Grennell,  Hawkins,  Haehes,  Hunt, 
Buiiiigtoii,  KennoQ,  Martindale,  McCoj,  Uiller, 
Phkc,  Petiie,  Fienon,  Beed,  Rose,  Sill,  Stanberry, 
Btudiler,  Stephen*,  Stem  of  Conneotictit,  Suther- 
hsl  Bwana,  Taylor,  Tanee,  Tinton,  Whittlesey, 


that  the  House  of  BepresentatiTci  will  in  due  time 
exhibit  particular  articles  of  impeachment  against 
him,  and  make  good  the  same ;  and  that  the  Senate 
be  requested  to  make  order  for  the  appearance  of 
the  said  James  H.  Feck,  to  make  answer   to  the 

The  oiHomittfie  was  ordered  to  consist  of  two 
memlMrs. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Stobbb,  it  was 

Jtfolved,  That  a  cotniaittee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  to  this  Hoitse  articles  of  Impeach- 
~~  snt  agaiiut  James  H.  Peek,  district  Jodge  for  the 

ate  or  Hlesonri,  for  misdemeanors  in  his  said  office. 

The  committee  waa  ordered  to  consist  of  fire. 


UoimaT,  April  SB.  ' 

Mat/niiie  Boad  BiU. 
Mr.  LaroRCB,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the 
immittee  take  up  the  bill  authorizing  a  sub- 
ription  on  the  part  of  the  QoTemment  to  the 
ooK  of  the  MajBville  and  Lexington  Turnpike 
road ;  which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was 
accoi^ingly  read. 
He  said  he  did  not  at  present  intend  to  do 
ore  than  to  offer,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  a  very  brief  statement  of  facts  connected 
with  this  applicatioa  to  Congress.  The  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  (said  he,)  by  a 
well-drawn  and  well-guanled  charter,  have  in- 
corporated a  company  to  construct  the  road  re- 
ferred to  in  the  bill  just  read,  under  the  name 
of  "  the  Maysville,  Wasbinaton,  Paris,  and  Lex- 
ington Turnpike  Oompany.  The  subject  is  one 
of  very  great  solicitude  in  the  State,  and  more 
particularly  in  that  interesting  portion  of  it 
through  which  the  road  ia  to  run.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  General  Government  has  lon^  since 
been  drawn  to  the  importance  and  ntdity  of 
this  great  highway;  and  under  its  immediate 
direction,  skilful  engineere,  in  the  year  1827, 
made  a  survey  from  Zancsville,  in  Ohio,  to 
Florence,  in  Alabama,  including  that  portion  of 
it  over  which  the  contemplated  tobA  is  to  be 
made.  The  report  of  the  engineers,  sir,  is  now 
liefore  me — it  is  made  out  with  great  care,  en- 
ters minutely  into  details,  and,  upon  examina- 
tion, will,  I  trust,  be  fotmd  entirely  satisfactory 


Settle  reaolntioa  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BDoaufur, 

Orimi,  That be  appointed  a  eemmit- 

tMte  p  to  the  Senate,  and  at  the  bar  thereof,  in 
Ibe  Mne  of  the  Boose  of  RepresenlattTea,  and  of 
■H  the  peo^  of  the  United  Blatea,  to  impeach 
iiatt  a.  Peck,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
toiled  States  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  of  high 


or  two  to  show  the 
roftdj  and  to  prove, 
that,  by  granting  the  snbscnption  of  stock 
asked  ^r,  the  Government  will  not  expose  it- 
self either  to  loss  or  it^ory,  but,  on  ^e  con- 
trary, will  be  highly  benefited. 

Maysville  is  a  flourishing  and  n^owing  vil- 
lage on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio  River,  about 
sixty  miles  above  Cincinnati.  It  is  already  a 
point  of  considerable  commercial  consequence, 
and  no  doubt  will  conUnne  to  increase  rapidly, 
both  in  wealth  and  commerce.  It  is  justly  con- 
sidered the  great  depot  of  the  Kentucky  mer- 
chants who  trade  to  the  East.  From  that  point 
an  immense  qtiantity  of  merchandise,  as  well 
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as  other  artjclea,  is  ooiiTejed  throDgh  Torioos 
portions  of  the  State. 

The  road  dotigned  to  be  improTed  is  intend- 
ed to  inteneot  the  great  national  road  ia  the 
State  of  Ohio.  It  connecta  itself  also  on  each 
Bide  with  the  Ohio  Birer.  Tbeie  tw 
tioDS  most  oertidnlj  and  Jnetly  entitle  it  to 
the  appellation  of  a  national  vrork.  Ita  prea- 
ent  condition  !■  too  bad  to  be  partjcnlorlj  de- 
scribed, probably  the  very  worst  in  the  Daitod 
States,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  more  trav- 
elled, in  proportion  to  the  popolation  of  the 
oountry,  than  any  other  section  i^tbe  West.  The 
tadlity  with  which  it  can  be  oonstracted,  and 
the  small  expense  compared  with  the  great 
benefit  to  the  coontry,  recommend  in  the 
strongest  manner  the  propositjon  to  take  stock 
to  the  favonble  oonstderation  of  the  Honse, 
The  bill  is  well  guarded.  The  sabseription  now 
asked,  is  not  to  be  advanced  until  enough  has 
been  aotnally  paid  by  individuals  and  the  State, 
to  eqnal  the  amonnt  paid  by  the  0«nerat  Gov- 
ernment. The  sum  reserved  to  individnali  has  all 
been  sabscribed,  amounting  to  seventy-five  thon- 
taad  dollars,  and  the  State  of  Kentucky  has  sub- 
scribed seventy-five  thousand  dollars  more;  botb 
tbese  sums  are  to  be  fully  pcud  before  the  snb- 
soription  of  the  Unitad  States  is  to  be  demand- 
ed. To  illustrate  the  importance  of  this  road, 
I  have  a  few  strong  facta  to  la;  before  the 
House.  The  company  hired  a  man  dnring  one 
month,  to  record  Ui«  nnmber  of  persona, 
wagons,  horses,  cattle,  fto.,  which  iiassed  over 
the  road ;  and  Qi»  average  for  a  nay,  derived 
from  this  record,  amounts  to  three  himdred  and 
fifty-one  persona,  QJxty-three  carriages,  and 
fif^-one  wagons. 

I  hold  the  doonment  in  my  hand,  snltjeot  to 
the  inspection  of  any  gentleman  who  may 
desire  to  examine  it. 

There  is  no  intention  to  induce  the  Honse  to 
subscribe  to  a  mere  neighborhood  road.  The 
calculation  above  quoted  must  convince  every 
gentleman  that  this  is  a  road  greatiy  travelled 
— th^  it  is  both  useful  and  used.  And  while 
the  aid  of  Oovermnent  will  put  it  in  a  good 
condition,  the  Oovermntat  will  not  lose  a  dol- 
lar by  its  beneficent  operation.  It  is  known  to 
many  geutiemen  on  this  floor,  that  the  rood  is 
one  of  the  worst  in  all  our  country.  In  the 
winter  it  is  almost  impassable,  owing  to  tiie 
depth  of  the  soil,  which  readily  forms  deep 
mod  holes.  Such  is  the  difficulty  of  getting 
along,  that  the  wagoners  have  sometimes  to 
join  themselves  in  gongs  to  lend  each  other  as- 
sistance. Double  teams  are  often  bitched  to 
the  same  wagon ;  and  not  unfreqneutiy  they 
become  so  deeply  mired,  that  the  neighbors 
have  to  turn  out  to  ud  the  teamsters ;  and  in 
winter  it  often  happened,  after  sticking  in  the 
mire,  that  they  ore  frozen  up  entirely.  The 
same  etate  of  things  exists  in  reference  to  the 
mail ;  and  a  great  saving  will  be  effected  by  the 
Government,  both  as  to  time  and  expense  in 
its  transportation.  Shonld  the  road  be  prop- 
erly made,  the  saving  on  this  head  alone  will 


more  than  compensate  you,  even  if  the  money 
was  given,  instead  of  subscribed.  I  promised, 
sir,  to  be  very  brief;  I  trust  I  have  fiUfiUed 
that  promise.  Whilst  I  do  not  desire  or  antici- 
pate any  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
yet  I  bold  myself  ready  now,  and  at  all  timea, 
to  defend  it,  should  any  be  offered. 

Mr.  FosTEB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  enaotjng  danse  of  the  bilL  He  cotdd  not 
bnt  feel  sarprised  at  the  coufidenoe  expressed  by 
the  gentleman  fhim  Kentucky,  (Mr.  LkhihxbJ 
that  the  bill  would  meet  with  no  oppositioD; 
this  surprise  was  only  equalled  by  tnat  which 
he  felt  at  tiie  support  which  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  bad  giveii  to  the  proposed 
measure  by  even  reporting  the  bilL  But  the 
genUeman  tells  as  this  is  a  national  road — and 
what  are  the  evidences  of  its  nationality  t 
Why,  fbrsooth,  that  imroenaa  numbers  of 
horses,  wagons,  &c.,  travel  it,  and  that  in  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  it  is  ajmost  impassable. 
Really,  sir,  (Mud  Mr.  F.,)  if  these  are  the  obar- 
acteristice  of  a  natioual  road,  onr  oonntry 
abounds  with  them ;  there  is  scarcely  a  market 
road  in  Georgia  or  Carolina,  which  might  Dot, 
with  great  propriety,  claim  the  distinction. 
Rnt  Mr.  F.  was  too  much  indisposed  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and 
was  satisfied  with  having  drawn  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  it. 

Mr.  Hatkis  inquired  whether  ai^  sarvey  rf 
this  road  had  been  made  by  the  TJnited  6t«tes 
engineers ;  or  whether  the  Honse  was  to  take 
the  statement  of  the  expense  on  the  estimatea 
of  those  interested. 

Mr,  I^TGHU  replied,  that  an  enpoeer  named 
Williams,  the  same  person  who  had  been  em- 
ployed by  the  Qovemment  on  the  Gomberland 
roi^  had  surveyed  this  road.  It  had  olao  been 
reported  on  by  eng^eers  in  the  United  Statea 
service. 

Mr.  Eatmss  edd,  we  all  know  with  what  fa- 
cility such  surveys  are  procured,  and  how  easy 
it  is  to  get  subscriptions  to  any  new  scheme, 
especially  where  the  Government  is  to  be  a 
psLTtner.  Some  yean  ago,  the  Honse  was  nrged 
to  subscribe  to  some  snch  undertaking.  He 
believed  it  was  to  the  Chesapeake  ^A  Dela- 
ware Oanal,  when  it  was  pressed  as  an  ar^ga- 
ment  in  its  favor,  that  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal, 
a  link  in  the  great  chain  of  internal  commimi- 
cation,  as  it  ia  called,  had  been  completed ;  aod 
yet,  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  Hoose, 
a  further  subscription  hod  been  asked  and  ob- 
tained to  the  Stodc  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal; 
which  time,  a  further  subscription  had 
been  obtained  for  the  same  object  If  our  yeara 
had  been  asked  to  subscribe  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  the  stock  of  the  Lonift- 
ville  and  PorUand  Oantl,  as  necessary  for  its 
completion,  which  was  granted.  Since  that 
time,  a  fbrtber  subscription,  of  what  precise 
amount  he  did  not  recollect,  had  been  sought 
and  obtuned,  and  a  still  further  subscription 
is  DOW  asked  for.  He  said,  that,  laying  aside 
every  other  consideration  but  the  mere  ques- 
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known,)  he  tnuted  the  House  would  conaider 
mitnrdf  befor«  it  engaged  in  enoh  an  nnder- 

Ifr.  Lbtchbs  replied. 

Mr.  Hathbi  regretted  that  tho  honorable 
nntleman  (Mr.  Lztohkb)  ehoold  hove  anpposed 
him  c^Mble  of  entertumng  Tindictire  feelings 
towwdi  Kentnokj,  KeDtacKianH,  or  to  an;  en- 
UrpriM  in  which  the;  were  totereeted.  He 
cberislMd  too  liigh  a  respect  for  the  gentlemen 
from  that  BtAte,  with  whom  he  h«d  beoome 
ioqonnted  here  aa^  elswhere,  to  indulge  snch 
feelingB.    [Mr,  ZjntiBKB   explained,   and  dis- 


to  be  drawn  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man fhMn  Kentaoky.  that  he  (Mr,  H.)  enter- 
tiined  the  opintoD  tbftt  this  GoTemment  has 
the  power  to  engage  in  works  of  internal  im- 
provenienL  In  bis  opinion,  the  Baheoription  to 
ilock  stood  preoisel;  on  the  same  footing,  in 
pnnciple,  with  ft  direct  appropriation  of  moner 
forlheeontcmotjonof  aroad  or  eanal.  Indeed, 
ba  eon«dered  it  was  not  differing  from  the 
Hmtmedon  of  mch  a  work  by  the  Qoyem- 

He  conridered  the  power  of  taxation  to  be 
limited  b;  the  apeiufio  grants  io  the  cooatitn- 
tko,  ud,  conaeqnently,  the  power  of  appro- 
priitioa  was  sobject  to  the  same  liroitiLtions, 
Tbe  relative  oonld  not  he  broader  than  its  on- 
tewdent  However,  he  ^d  not  intend  to  argue 
tie  eoiutitational  question,  bnt  thonght  thus 
cmch  neeesear;  b;  wb;  of  protest  against  all 
mch  Hti  whateoever. 

Ur.  IxnmaK,  in  reply,  io^sted  that  the  road 
in  ttus  bill  was  BtrioU;  national  in  its  oharao- 
let.  Sir,  (said  he,}  from  what  has  fallen  from 
ibt  two  gentlemen  Irom  Georgia,  (Mr.  Fobtbb 
lod  Mr.  Hatuks,)  I  most  have  been  peculiarly 
ufortonate  in  the  Tery  few  remarks  I  had  the 
IwDor  ol  mbmitting  when  first  up.  I  endeav- 
md  to  make  myself  nnderstood.  I  stated 
fboi,  nr,  and  now  repeat  that  statement,  that 
ii  is  expected,  and  that  it  is  designed  to  con- 
finae  Uie  road  through  t)i«  BUte  of  Ohio,  until 
it  ioterseots  the  great  national  road  osoally 
known  sa  the  Onmberland  road,  and  tliat  this 
wu  the  commencement  of  the  scheme.  Yet, 
^r,  pntlemea  seem  to  misunderstand,  or  to 
niaspplj,  what  has  been  sud,  and  to  persist  in 
ih  intimation,  that  the  object  is  to  obtain  ^v- 
trgnieDtal  asaistaoce  for  looal  accommodation. 
U  is  not  so.  The  object,  sir,  has  been  folly  jwd 
^j  avowed.  Until  now,  I  bad  supposed  it 
vu  very  generally  admitted  that  the  most 
iMioeptionable  method  in  which  the  Gov- 
■nuDent  oould  Ntgage  in  worlcs  of  internal  im- 
pr<reem«Qt,  was  to  subscribe  stock  in  com- 
plies formed  by  individaal  enterprise.  But, 
U  present,  it  seems  to  be  feared  by  the  gentle- 
'°te  that  tiiis  is  the  mode  beet  eateolated  to 
«»w  money  from  the  Treasury,  to  be  distrib- 
'"'^oc  pveu  in  a  ndgbborhood.    Ha  begged 


geatlamen  to  believe,  that  thoogfa  the  road  waa 
exceedingly  bad,  and  a  good  one  much  needed, 
yet  the  friends  of  the  hill  were  far,  very  far  fh>m 
asking  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  charity.  They 
asked  for  no  ^ft,  no,  nothing  like  it;  butmerely 
invited  a  sn^ription  of  stock  to  assist  in  tl>e 
improvement  of  a  most  important  and  nseful 
work,  and  one  which  was  known  to  be  strictly 
national.  Thoogh  Eentuoky  had  never  yet  re 
oeived  a  cert  from  this  Government,  while  she 
saw  the  public  money  expended  elsewhere  for 
objects  of  internal  inprovement,  who,  sir,  has 
ever  heard  her  ntter  a  groan,  or  heave  a  sigh ! 
Hp  trusted  she  would  always  have  too  much 
pride  to  beg  or  to  murmur.  No,  sir,  her  people 
are  not  a  begging  people.  She  had  always  voted 
to  appropriate  money  for  similar  objects;  and 
whenever  any  scheme  of  the  kind  was  proposed 
to  the  House,  she  presented  almost  an  undi- 
vided front.  And  why  t  Not  from  any  self- 
ish and  sordid  motives,  but  beoause  she  was 
anxious  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  interest 
of  the  country,  a  part  (^  which  she  i^  I  hope^ 
ooDsidered. 

Whilst  one  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia 
urged  his  objections  to  the  bill,  air,  the  other  I 
thought  seemed  mnch  grieved  at  the  suhsorip- 
tion  which  had  heretofore  been  made  to  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Oanal,  and  argned  that 
more  money  was  to  be  applied  for  before  the 
adjournment  of  Oongreea.  When  that  bill  is 
cwled  np,  sir,  let  the  gentleman  offer  his  objec- 
tions to  it.  My  oolleagne,  (Mr.  Wioelhttb,) 
who  represents  that  region  of  the  country,  will 
be  ready  to  meet  him.  But  I  b^  of  the  gen- 
tleman,  (Mr,  Hathsb,)  whatever  vindictive  feel- 
ings he  may  entertain  towards  that  measure, 
not  to  wreak  his  vengeance  apon  this  unoffend- 
ing one.  The  Louisville  Oanal  is  no  Kentucky 
measure,  and  the  State  cvmot  be  charged  with 
the  investment  made  by  the  Government  for 
that  work.  It  is  a  measure  in  which  the  States 
dbove  and  below  Eeotacky,  I  might  almost 
say,  sir,  are  exclusively  interested.    The  !m- 

Erovement  now  so  warmly  opposed  by  the  two 
ooorable  gentlemen,  1  acknowledge,  sir,  is  of 
immense  consequence  to  the  State.  It  leads 
to  one  of  the  most  fertile  regions  of  the  earth, 
and  connects  it  with  a  navigable  stream,  a 
country  beautiful  and  highly  productive.  With- 
out it,  what  is  our  situatioul  Why,  sir,  a  lit- 
tle like  liTing  in  the  happy  valleys  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  into,  and  yet  more  dimcult  to  get 
out  of  it.  We  have  every  thing  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  to  spare,  that  man  could  desire,  ' 
except  an  outlet  to  a  good  markeL  We  raise, 
sir,  br  more  than  we  can  consume,  and  we  are 
denrouB  of  furnishing  our  neighbors  out-of  the 
sorplne,  on  the  best  terms  and  upon  the  shortest 
notice.  The  road  must  be  owned  to  be  nation- 
al as  soon  as  it  reached  the  great  Ohio  Biver. 
Did  it  lose  its  national  chBraot«r  because  it  was 
to  be  so  much  used  by  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky) It  has  been  emphati<»lly  asked  why 
the  State  does  not  make  the  road  herself.  Sir, 
(said  Ur.  L.,)  the  State  is  new,  h 
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are  limited ;  she  wonld  make  it  if  she  could ; 
she  Meks  nothing  of  you  aa  a  gift,  but  oul;  a 
little  Ksistance  to  advance  Tonr  own  interests 
afl  veil  as  ben.  Toa  are  a  riob  and  able  Got- 
ernmeat,  with  ample  means  at  jour  command, 
and  oBonot  lose  one  cent  by  compljing  witb 
her  request.  Will  joa  refuse  itt  Let  me,  ^, 
put  one  plain  qneHtion  to  the  friends  and  to  the 
oppoeerxof  internal  improveraeuL  What  wonld 
yon  think  of  the  eharact«r  of  a  father,  who  had 
eight  ur  tan  children,  each  of  whom  possessed  a 
flue  farm,  rich  and  fertile,  well  situated,  and  in 
perfect  order,  if  a  younger  child,  always  affec- 
tionate and  dntifal,  who  bad  ever  been  ready 
to  serve  its  parent  by  day  or  bj  night.  In 
peace  or  in  war,  and  who  held  not  deserted  him 
ID  bis  deepest  afSiction,  should  present  itself 
before  him,  and  say,  father,  I  see  that  all  my 
brothers  are  proeperona  and  happy,  they  have 
fine  settlements  and  are  doing  well — I  am  glad 
to  see  it.  1  helped  all  I  ooud  to  make  tbera 
so,  I  do  not  envy  any  one  of  them  his  good 
fortane.  My  own  farm,  however,  is  in  a  bad 
oondition.  Ibavehadagreatdealof  bard  work 
to  do,  and  at  this  moment  I  am  a  little  bebind- 
handi  and  as  you,  father,  are  in  flinds  just  now. 
I  pray  yon  to  advance  me  a  small  som  to  aid 
me  la  completing  an  improvement  bi^ly  ad- 
vantageona  both  to  yon  and  to  me ;  I  ask  it  not 
as  a  gift,  bnt  merely  the  nse  of  it  for  a  short 
period.  Sir,  is  there  a  gentleman  here  who 
could  or  would  Jostify  the  father  in  refusing 
such  a  request?  and  what  sort  of  a  father  must 
he  be  who  could  turn  that  child  trom  bis  doort 
The  case  I  have  put,  I  think,  sir,  iUustratM  our 
true HtoatioD.  I willnotoommentaponiL  Iwill 
say,  however,  we  scorn  to  complin  of  the  help 
which  has  been  extended  to  otbera;  but  we 
Bball  think  it  very  strange  and  very  unkind,  if, 
when  we  come  for  the  Sist  time,  and  ask  yon 
to  do  a  most  just  and  reasonable  thing,  to  aid 
an  enterprise  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the 
patronage  of  the  Oovemment,  yon  shonld  re- 
Ibse  it.  I  hope  my  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Fostbb)  does  not  desire  to  throw  any  anneces- 
sary  obatacles  in  the  way  of  this  bill,  shonld  it 
be  the  pleasure  of  a  m^ority  to  pass  it ;  and  I 
would  most  respectfully  submit  to  bim  to  with- 
draw bb  motion  to  strike  oat  the  first  section 
and  let  the  bill  be  reported  to  the  House.  He 
can  afterwards  make  any  opposition  be  may 
think  fiL  This  conree  will  save  a  great  deal  of 
time,  and  I  trust  he  will  consent  to  it 

Mr.  FosTSK  said  that  he  most  cheerfully  ao- 
corded  to  the  chiTaJrons  and  high-minded  Keu- 
tockians  all  tbe  respect  and  gratitade  to  which 
their  sufiericge  and  services  in  the  cause  of  our 
common  country  so  eminently  entitled  them. 
Nor  bad  be  for  a  moment  considered,  much 
less  intimated,  that,  in  making  the  ^ipiication 
which  the  bill  under  con^erstion  ia  dedgned 
to  lavor,  they  approached  us  in  tlie  language  of 
Bupplicatios  or  complaint;  heknew  too  well  tbe 
proud  and  lofty  spirit  of  that  gallant  people, 
believe  that  they  would  descend  to  either. 

Ur.  F.  would  trouble  the  committee  with 
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only  a  few  words  more  in  relation  to  tbe  psr- 
ticular  object  of  this  bilL  The  geutlemui 
(Ur.  LrroHKsJ  who  advocat«s  it  witli  so  rnach 
leal,  has  told  us,  with  bia  usual  candor,  thil 
this  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  de^gn  far  more 
extensive — that  this  is  only  a  portion  of  a  great 
road  which  is  to  be  oonstruoted  from  Zsnts- 
ville,  io  Ohio,  to  Florence,  in  Aliih«in>,  TbU 
is  the  Imdy,  the  centre  building  of  the  gT«st 
work — tbe  wings  are  to  be  put  np  hertsAer. 
And  all  these  are  objects  of  national  impor- 
tanoe !  Sir,  (said  Ur.  F.,)  it  would  be  eiay  to 
point  out  five  hundred,  yes,  five  thouaand  rondt 
of  the  same  description. 

Ur.  F.  hoped  that  no  geOtleman  woeld  im- 
pact him  of  having  any  wish  to  impede  the  pres- 
sor improvement  of  the  State  of  Kentackr; 
far  from  it,  he  declared  himself  proad  to 


witness  her  growing  prosperitv.    The  Union 
■  ■'■  ajfreatdealnot  only  tor  her  aohiev*- 
t£e   national  defence,  but  for  tb« 


splendid  talenta  which  she  contributes  to  our 
national  eonncils.  Yet,  witb  all  his  respect  !(x 
tbe  State,  and  her  patriotio  eons,  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  bill  now  on  the  table.  Be  wonU, 
however,  withdraw  his  motion  for  striking  oat 
the  enacting  clause,  and  suffer  tbe  bill  to  tM 
reported  to  the  House,  when  a  direct  vole  can 
be  taken  on  its  passage. 
[The  committee  then  roee.] 

VxamsDAi,  April  28. 
The  MaymilU  Ttimpite.  I 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  cousideration  of 
the  hill  antborlzing  tbe  subscription  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  stock 
in  the  Maysville,  Washington,  Paris,  and  lei- 
ington  Turnpike  Road  Company. 

Mr.  FosTRB  Bwd,  that,  if  thb  were  the  only 
bill  of  the  kind  to  be  presented  to  the  consid- 
eration of  tbe  Hoose,  he  would  rather  suffer  it 
to  meet  its  fate  at  onoe,  than  to  delay  the  time 
of  tbe  Honse  by  any  remarks  of  his.  Bat 
there  are  now  on  our  calendar  nine  or  t*n  bills 
of  the  same  character,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  warn  gentlemen  ^[^nst  the  danger  of  estab- 
lishing the  precedent — it  will  only  be  tbe  cocn- 
mencement  of  a  system  which  promises  to  have 
no  end.  Tbe  applications  of  this  kind,  wbicb 
had  been  made  onring  this  session,  showed  the 
tendency  of  this  system  of  legislation.  It  has 
only  been  within  a  few  years,  ho  believed,  that 
Oongreas  had  ever  authoiized  aubscrij^tions  for 
stock  in  canal  and  turnpike  oompameei  but, 
having  done  so  in  a  few  ioatances,  otbers  have 
been  encouraged  to  apply.  Sir,  s»d  Mr.  F., 
some  of  the  petitions  now  on  your  table  would 
never  have  been  dreamed  o^  had  it  not  been 
for  the  aid  you  have  given  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Oansl,  and  a  few  otbera.  But  UieM 
applications  having  been  thns  countenanced  by 
Congress,  other  companies  think  they  bare  tbe 
same  right  to  call  on  you  for  assistance.  And 
have  they  not )  Can  you  grant  to  one,  and  not 
to    another  I     How    will    you    discriminate 
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Too  caonot  Tlie  Bute  Le^atnrea  will  iucor- 
[wrate  companies  for  olitects  of  interna]  im- 
prorements,  whenever  applied  to ;  and  if  yon 
take  Block  in  a  compuij  of  one  State,  7011 
nmit  do  BO  in  that  of  another ;  and  thoa  there 
cill  be  no  end  to  the  appropriations  neoouary 
to  meet  the  ooHh  that  wiU  be  made  npon  yon. 

Tbe  road  now  under  oonaideration  ia  to  ex- 
tend onlj  sixty  miles;  bat  wa  have  boen 
ilreidy  told  that  this  la  only  the  middle  link  of 
Ibe  great  chain  that  is  to  extend  from  Zanes- 
ville,  in  Ohio,  to  Florence,  in  Alabama.  What 
then  ia  to  be  the  direct  and  atmost  necessary 
coDseqneQce  of  passing  this  bill  I    It  requires 
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o  spirit  of  propheoy  to  predict.  In  a  short 
time,  a  company  will  be  lonned,  and  incorpo- 
rated by  OMo,  to  extend  tbe  road  from  Hays- 
ville  to  Zanesville.  Other  companies  will  be 
incorporated  by  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ala- 
bama, to  oongtmct  the  portions  of  the  road 
lyiog  within  those  States  from  Lexington  to 
Florence — and  then  come  the  applications  of  all 
those  companies  to  take  parts  of  their  stock. 
And  can  yon  refnae ! 

Bat  again,  sir :  Anthorlze  this  subscription, 
in  a  few  days  the  bill  to  aid  tbe  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  will  be  presented  for  oar  consid- 
trttimt.  That  is  a  great  work — and  we  shall 
doabtless  be  told  it  is  one  of  national  ii^or- 
taooe,  too.  Next  comes  tbe  Charlesten  RaU- 
road— and  upon  the  heela  of  that  the  Ogeechee 
udAltamafaa  Canal,  with  several  others.  All, 
he  rapposed,  national  works;  and  all  haTiog 
eqiu]  claims  (some  of  them  perhaps  stronger) 
with  thoae  of  the  road  now  nuder  diacnsaion. 
Do  not  gentlemen  see,  said  Ur.  F.,  that  they 
■re  embarkiag  in  a  system  of  legislation  to 
wUch  there  is  no  limit?  Mr.  F.  had  also  con- 
rtitnlional  objections  to  all  bills  of  this  charac- 
ter, but  he  abonld  not  oive  them,  becan^e  be 
•wK  satisfied  that  a  decidf^  m^ority  of  the 
House  believed  it  waa  competent  for  Congreas 
to  make  appropriations  for  internal  improve- 
nwDts.  He,  however,  understood  this  same 
majority  to  limit  the  exercise  of  this  power  to 
otgeots  strictly  national.  Hr.  F.  was  not  cer- 
tiik  that  his  mind  was  safficieotly  discriminat- 
ing to  distinguish  between  national  and  local 
objects — bat  certainly  if  there  conld  be  a  pub- 
lic vork  projected  which  was  not  national,  it 
"i>  thia  vei;  road.  A  national  road  from 
Islington  to  the  Ohio  River  I  A  road  on 
vldch  no  troops  are  to  travel— no  munitions  of 
VST  to  be  transported ;  and  which,  in  a  word, 
ia  to  answer  no  national  purpose  whatever. 
Tbe  idea  is  absnrd ;  and  he  begged  the  House 
not  Co  be  misled  by  the  character  songht  te  be 
giren  to  this  work. 

Kr.  CoLEMAir  said  that  the  Importance  of 
tlii'  subject  waa  deeply  felt  in  the  State  of 
Eentodty,  and  particnlarly  that  part  of  It 
'bid)  he  bad  the  honor  to  represent  This 
Ml  was  introduced,  said  Mr.  0.,  upon  the  peti- 
tino  of  a  very  large  and  respectable  proportion 
(^myconstitnenta;  and  tbe  road  contemplated 
to  be  improved,  passes  through  three  of  the 
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four  counties  of  my  district,    A  number  of  our 

patriotic  and  enterprising  citizens  have  entered 
mto  OS  association  for  the  pnrpose  of  acquiring 
and  diffasiog  informalJon  on  the  subject  of  in- 
ternal improvement  in  the  West;  and  they 
have,  at  their  private  expense,  prooured  the  aid 
of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  experienced  eu- 
pneers  in  the  Union,  by  whose  exertions  they 
have  been  enabled  to  lay  before  Oongreas  a  fuU 
and  satisfactory  report,  and  map,  exhibiting  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  thia  improvement. 
The  Legislature  of  the  Stete  have  given  an  un- 
qualified approbation  of  the  undertaking,  and 
have  authorized  a  subscription  of  stock,  which, 
conndering  the  state  of  the  finances  there,  is 
generous  and  liberal.  These  cireomstanoes, 
evidencing  the  intense  interest  of  the  people 
and  the  Stete,  will,  I  trust,  justify  me  in  the  few 
remarks  that  I  may  present  te  the  considera- 
tion of  tbe  House. 

Thia  ia  the  fird  application  which  the  State 
of  Kentucky  has  ever  made  to  Congress  for  wd 
in  the  constmction  of  her  internal  improve- 
menta ;  and  I  did  hope  it  wonld  be  permitted 
to  pass  without  discussion.  This  violent  efibrt 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  this  bill,  by  urging 
its  unconstitutionality  and  impolicy  in  debate, 
was  not  necessary  to  show  to  the  world  what 
are  the  opiuions  of  Southern  members  ou  this 
snly'ect.  From  the  tenor  of  the  argument,  I 
am  sure  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Fos- 
teb)  did  not  expect  to  change  the  vote  of  a  nn- 
gie  member.    Why  has  it  teen  thought  ueoe»- 


demand  so  imperiously  a  demonstration  of  itd 
nationality  t  Is  it  because  of  that  peculiar 
kindness  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  South 
towards  the  West,  boasted  of  not  long  since  t 
Or,  is  it  to  euoonrage  a  scrupnloas  investiga- 
tion of  all  proposidonB  which  may  arise  here, 
requiring  the  public  treasure  te  accomplish  an 
olject  which  is  coofined  to  a  Stete  in  point  of 
locality  t    I  trust  that  gentlemen  may  be  pre- 


when  they  refose  one  hundred  and  fifty  thon- 
saod  dollars,  in  profitable  stock,  fbr  the  ud  of 
Kentucky. 

This  is  no  ne 
consideration. 
States  have  long  since  settled  the  principle  at 
this  measure.  We  have  subscribed  stock  in 
the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Company;  in  the 
Delaware  Oanol,  the  Chesspeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  and  in  the  Louisville  Canal  Companies. 
But  gentlemen  ssy,  eve^  inch  of  the  Maysville 
road  is  in  the  Stete  of  Kentucky.  How  can  it 
be  national  ?  I  answer,  every  inch  of  the  Del- 
aware Oanal,  sixteen  miles  in  length,  is  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey ;  and  every  inch  of  the 
Lonisville  Canal  is  in  one  connty,  nay,  I  be- 
lieve in  one  city.  How  can  they  be  national  ? 
Yet  Congress  have  subscribed  for  stock  in  botti 
of  them.  I  have  said  that  this  is  the  first  ap- 
plication for  the  interest  of  Kentucky.    I  did 
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BO,  sir,  becatue  the  funds  applied  to  the  Louis- 
rille  Canal  are  not  so  much  for  the  benefit  of 
that  8tal«,  aa  for  that  of  FennBjlvania,  Vir- 
ginia, Ohio,  Indiana,  and  other  Stataa.  In 
tmth,  sir,  it  operates  against  Kentucky,  be- 
canse  it  operates  against  Louisville,  onr  most 
important  commercial  city. 

Nor  does  this  work,  now  nnder  diecaesion, 
promise  exduwvB  advantage  to  Kentacky .  If 
accompliabed  to  the  extent  oontemplatad  by 
this  bill,  it  will  greatly  conduce  to  the  inlerests 
of  Ohio,  and  all  the  States  sitoated  weatwardly 
of  us.  We  clum  some  attention  from  thia 
Government ;  we  coctribnte  largely  to  fill  the 
pnbUo  Treasary ;  we,  in  other  respects,  per- 
form onr  part  as  a  member  of  the  confederacy, 
and  can  see  no  reason  why  our  interests  should 
be  overlooked.  Not  as  a  gratuity,  bnt  as  a 
right,  we  ask  it. 

The  road  nnder  oonuderation  is  a  part  of  the 
road  from  one  important  oommercifJ  situation 
on  the  Ohio  to  another  still  more  so,  if  possi- 
ble. The  road  from  Maysville  to  Louisville, 
passing  throngb  Paris  and  Lexington,  two  im- 
portant mana&ctnring  towns ;  through  Frank- 
ibrt,  the  seat  of  Government,  and  Shelbyville, 
is  doubtless  the  most  important  road  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  perhaps  eqnal  to  any 
of  the  same  extent  in  the  western  country.  A 
very  great  portion  of  the  goods,  salt,  iron,  and 
other  articles  consamed  in  the  Stato  of  Ken- 
tucky, is  landed  at  Maysville,  or  Limestone,  as 
it  was  called  in  the  early  settlement  of  the 
State,  and  thence  seeks  a  land  transportation  to 
the  interior.  A  vast  quantity  of  uie  produce 
and  manufactures  of  the  interior  is  brought  to 
this  place,  to  be  shipped  for  New  Orleans ;  and 
when  the  Ohio  CiuuJ  shall  be  completed,  the 

aoantity  wiU  be  mnoh  greater,  as  much  pro- 
nce  will  be  sent  to  the  North  through  that 
canal  and  the  lakes. 

All  the  groceries  used  above  Louisville  are 
landed  at  that  city  and  Maysville,  and  from 
those  places  seek  a  conveyance  to  the  interior 
along  this  route ;  and  the  produce  and  mann- 
factures  of  a  very  rich  country  are  shipped  at 
Louisville  for  this  lower  market.  In  truth,  sir, 
the  quantity  of  produce  and  goods  transported 
upon  this  road,  and  the  travelling  thereon, 
equal  those  on  any  road  in  the  Western  States ; 
I  might  say  in  the  United  States.  I  ftimished 
my  colleague  (Mr.  Letobui}  on  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  an  accurate  estimate  of 
the  travelling  on  this  road,  near  Maysville,  for 
thirty  days,  several  of  which  were  unfavorable, 
in  consequence  of  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
This  table  shows  that,  in  that  period  of  time, 
the  number  of  persons  that  passed  was  nine 
thousand  four  hundred ;  of  horses,  twelve 
thousand  eight  hundred ;  and  wagons  and  carts, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy — mak- 
ing an  average  per  day  of  three  hundred  and 
seventeen  persons,  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  horses,  and  fifty-two  wagons,  besides 
atock,  carriages,  &c.  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the 
report  of  the  IJmted  States  engineers,  (Long 
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and    Trimble,)   made    during   the   aeesiou  of 

1SST-'2S;  in  which  they  aay  that  tiie  road 
from  Maysville  to  Lexington  is  more  traveUed 
than  any  other  of  the  same  extent  in  the  Slate 
of  Kentucky.  These  facts  are  evidences  that 
the  atock  of  this  company  must  be  good. 
From  the  best  information  whiob  I  have  been 
able  to  obtun,  it  must  yield  ux  or  eight  per 
cent.,  clear  of  all  contingent  and  current  ex- 
penses for  repur.  It  wul  be  home  in  mind 
that  the  report  of  Mr.  Williams,  which  I  have 
hod  laid  on  some  of  your  tables,  as  well  as  thit 
of  the  United  States  enpneera,  shows  that  the 
abundance,  convenience,  and  durability  of  ms- 
teriala  for  constructing  a  road,  justiff  the  idea 
that  the  work  can  be  effected  at  comparatively 
little  cost,  and  that,  when  constructed,  it  will 
require  but  a  trifling  expense  to  keep  it  in  re- 
pair for  many  yeaia.  If  these  facts  ao  not  in- 
contostably  evince  the  commercial  importauM 
of  this  road,  I  acknowledge  my  disability  t« 
comprehend  what  is  entitled  to  these  appella- 
tions 1  and  they  show  that  these  advantages 
may  be  obt^ned  at  a  very  inconsiderable  com- 
parative expense.  If  Congress  have  not  the 
power  to  create  for  this  nation  such  comnier- 
cial  facilities  as  are  cont«anplated  by  the  bill, 
then  am  I  at  a  loss  to  know  what  rights  were 
designed  to  be  given,  nnder  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  States. 

This  rood  is  the  great  national  mul  route 
from  the  East  to  Kentucky,  and  all  the  States 
west  and  northwest  of  us.  But,  «r,  what  is 
your  mul  ?  Is  It  a  national  or  a  State  con- 
cern 1  or  is  it  of  any  consequence  to  either )  I 
may  differ  with  gentlemen  on  this  subject, 
when  I  suppose  the  midl  eetablidunent  apper- 
tains to  the  General  Government,  and  that  it 
is  the  most  valuable  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  cannot  be  denied  that  whatever 
oontributes  lately  to  diffuse  information  among 
the  people,  on  the  interesting  subject  of  manu- 
factures, arts,  literature,  commerce,  agriculture, 
and  our  political  relations,  is  richly  worth  ihe 
attention  of  thia  House,  wise  as  it  may  be,  or 
be  Buppiosed  to  be.  In  a  country  where  the 
Government  depends  upon  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple for  its  efficiency,  and  their  intelligence  for 
its  beneficial  influences,  is  it  not  a  considera- 
tion of  deep  magnitude,  to  liberalize  that  will, 
and  enlarge  that  intelligence,  to  the  greatest 
extent  of  which  they  are  susceptible  t 

In  my  humble  conception,  nothing  can  so 
largely  conduce  to  the  accomplishment  of  these 
en^  as  the  constant,  I  may  say  daily,  int«r- 
course  which  takes  place  among  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  through  the  agency  of  our  mail 
establishment.  Sir,  as  your  popiUation  presses 
onward  and  onward,  the  same  wise  policy 
which  first  induced  the  institution  of  this  de- 

Eartment,  will  require  its  extension.  You  must 
eep  up  that  intercourse  among  all  parts  of  our 
vast  country,  especially  in  the  new ;  because, 
in  a  social,  commerciu,  and  political  point  of 
view,  it  ia  easentiol  to  our  existence.  Much 
has  been  done  in  this  respect.    In  1T9C,  we  had 
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Knatj-iva  post  offices,  and  eight«eEi  handred 
miles  of  post  rood.  Now  we  have  eight  thon- 
Esnd  four  hundred  post  offices,  and  oae  hmi- 
dnd  and  fifteen  thoiuand  milea  of  post  road. 
An  immense  improvement  in  the  Bjetem  1  Yet, 
more  ■mt.j  be  done  with  ease  and  advantage. 
W«  caa  ;ret  aid  the  Postmaster  General  to  ren- 
der his  department  still  more  nsefUl,  by  im- 
piDTing  the  condition  of  our  great  mail  roates ; 
tberebf  expediting  its  progreaa,  and  diminish- 
ing the  cost  of  its  transportation.  These,  of 
course,  leave  more  time  and  means  to  snpplf 
thoae  partB  of  dot  common  coontrr  which  are 
oow  totallj  without,  or,  if  supplied  at  all,  to  a 
ver;  partial  extent  I  feel  anthorized  to  say 
that  the  savinf  on  the  transportation  of  the 
m^  between  Lexington  and  MaySTille  wonid 
approximate  very  nearly  the  interest  on  the 
sam  sow  asked,  independent  of  the  increased 
celerity,  and  all  its  conseqnences.  Ajid  it 
should  be  recollected  that  the  chief  advantage 
which  the  Qovemment  proposes  to  derive  from 
the  post  office  eetablishment,  is  not  the  saving 
in  dollais  and  cents,  bnt  ench  advantages  as 
would  have  indnced  its  adoption,  if  it  had  been 
1  dead  e^>ense  to  ns  to  tbe  extent  of  its  in- 
come, which,  t  believe,  ia  adequate  to  defray 
its  vast  eipensea ;  advantages  which,  like  our 
health  and  onr  freedom,  we  are  not  apt  duly  to 
st^reeiata,  nntil  we  are  deprived  of  them. 
Ut  this  ooootry  be  deprived  of  this  great  en- 
gins  of  int«r-commnnion,  and  we  shall,  by  the 
coutrast,  be  able  to  plsice  a  proper  estimate 
Dpon  ita  value,  and  the  high  national  impor- 
tuce  v!  its  utmost  extension.  In  relation  to 
this  particolar  road,  let  me  say  to  yon,  that  for 
Kversl  months  in  the  year  it  is  impassable. 
Tour  stases  are  obliged  to  leave  it,  and  seek  a 
passage  trough  &cma,  and  along  onfreqaented 
»»js;  thereby  sabfected  to  immmorable  de- 
livg,  diScnltJes,  ana  dangers.  Convinced  of 
this  marked  inconvenience,  the  Leaislatnre  of 
KenCncty.  airniig  at  a  removal  of  the  evil,  baa 
lubeeribea  for  stock  in  this  company.  Will 
[hit  Government,  infinitely  more  able,  to  whom 
tbe  regnlatioQ  of  the  mful  partionlarly  belongs, 
nfoK  to  oontrihnte  her  portion  to  this  work, 
vben,  in  its  accomplishment,  more  benefit  will 
Mme  (o  the  General  Government  than  to  the 
State,  or  to  individnals  through  whose  landed 
aiaiesit  may  chance  to  pass!  It  cannot  bo 
tbit  this  Government  will  use  the  road  daily, 
Kintnbnte  to  reader  it  impassable,  and  wich- 
Wd  its  mite  to  repwr  and  amend  it«  condition. 
Sir,  the  smn  now  asked  ie  bnt  a  mite,  when  com- 
ptnd  to  tiie  immense  snm  annually  expended 
m  that  road  in  the  labor  of  onr  peasantry. 

TBUS8DAT,  April  2B. 

IbtumWe  Soad  BUI. 
Ur.  Polk  said :  He  was  opposed  altogether  to 
^  system  of  appropriations  for  sectional  pur- 
Yf*i.  It  was  a  more  easy  matter,  it  appeared, 
^1  Tote  profuse  sums  in  the  Con^ss  of  the 
^iiiud  Btatea.    He  repeated  that  it  was  more 


easy  to  vote  ten  thousand  dollars  in  Oongreaa, 

than  ten  dollars  in  a  State  Legislature.  What 
wonld  be  the  resnlt  of  this  lavish  mode  of  ex- 
pending the  public  money — what  its  cause  ? 
The  country  looked  to  the  present  Executive  for 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  economy  and  re- 
trenchment; andhowcdnldtlus  be  effected,  but 
by  the  most  vinlant  attention  I  The  practical 
operation  of  tne  system  now  prevalent  was 
directly  the  reverse.  The  engineers  intrusted 
with  thesnrveys  would  not  report  adversely  to  a 
project,  the  adoption  of  whi^  benefited  uiem- 
selves.  The  road  in  question  received  the 
sanction  of  the  State  Legislatnre  in  Janaair 
last ;  BO  recently,  he  begged  it  to  be  observed, 
as  January  last;  and  yet  an  application  was 
made  to  Congress  for  peonniary  aid  towards  its 
completion.  Where,  he  a^ed,  was  this  sys- 
tem to  stop  t  He  conceived  the  whole  of  these 
applications  to  be  most  pernicious  in  their  t^i- 
dencies,  and  unconstitotional  in  principle. 

Ur.  TcoEBB  reprobated  the  system  upon 
which  this  bill,  and  niunerous  others  of  a  simi- 
lar nature,  were  founded.  In  bis  judgment,  all 
such  appropriations,  besides  being  unjust  and 
unconstitutional,  were  pregnant  with  the  most 
disastrous  consequences. 

Mr.  FowKBS  opposed  the  measure.  He 
deemed  it  ot^ectionabla  in  every  oonsldtntional 
point  of  view.  He  spoke  of  the  various  inge- 
nious arguments  urged  in  fevor  of  this  project, 
and  of  others  of  a  similar  nature.  The  BtuTalo 
Road  bill  had  been  otgeoted  to,  because  it  was 
too  long ;  and  this  one  might  be  so  objected  to, 
because  it  was  too  short.  This  circumstance 
reminded  htm  of  the  tady  (and  ladies  were 
sometimes  fond  of  complaining)  whose  husband 
was  stated  to  find  the  bread  occasionally  bum^ 
and  occasionally  mere  dough.  The  road  had 
been  called  national  in  its  object,  because  it  led 
from  one  point  of  the  Union  to  another.  Now, 
he  asked  whether  every  road  throughout  the 
United  States  might  not  be  said,  by  a  parity  of 
reasomng,  to  be  a  national  road ;  for  all  of 
them  led  from  one  point  of  the  country  to  an- 
other. This  argument,  therefore,  was  utterly 
foUacious.  He  concluded  by  an  earnest  depre- 
cation of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CiBsos  objected  to  the  biU.  He  was 
opposed  to  a  system  which  went  to  make  the 
Government  of  the  Union  a  stockholder,  from 
sordid  views  of  interest,  in  public  companies 
incorporated  by  a  State. 

Mr.  Cbooebtt  SMd  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech  upon  the  subject.  Indeed,  he 
was  convinced  in  his  own  mind,  that,  if  they 
were  to  speak  for  five  days  upon  it,  not  a  sin- 

§le  vote  would  be  changed.  Every  one,  he 
lought,  had  already  made  up  their  minds  with 
respect  to  it.  He  should  therefore  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  call  was  seconded  by  a  vote  of  yeas 
101 ;  nays  not  connted. 

The  main  question,  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmo- 
Hve  by  the  following  vote:   Yeas  103,  naya  86. 
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Fbisat,  April  80. 
Zajid  Claivu  in  Florida. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  oonBi  deration  of 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  settte- 
loent  of  land  cluma  in  Florida;"  andtheqaeBtion 
recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  said  bill ;  when 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Hr.  Wtoxurra,  that 
the  uid  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
OS  the  Fnbtio  IJUida,  witliiiiBtractionsto  ameiid 
the  same,  so  as  to  exclude  from  the  proviaions 
of  the  hill  all  SDch  claims  as  have  been  con- 
firmed bj  the  rej^ter  and  receiver,  npon  the 
evidence  of  tlie  confirmation  of  the  Qovemora 
of  Florida,  after  the  S4tb  of  January,  1S18 ; 
sod,  after  a  long  debate,  in  which  Heasrs. 
Warrx  and  Wiuik  zealondj  opposed  t}te  mo- 
tion, and  Mr.  WiOKLun  supported  it,  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived  hj  a  large  mi^onty :  and 
Hien  the  bill  was  pasaed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 

[The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Whit»0 

Mr.  Whitx,  of  Florida,  stud,  lie  was  too  sen- 
nble  of  the  value  of  the  time  of  the  Ecobc,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  aessicii,  to  ask  ita  atten- 
tion longer  than  was  abeolutelj  necessaiy  to 
reply  to  some  of  the  moat  prominent  objections 
that  had,  in  the  various  stages  of  its  progress, 
been  offered  agunst  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
onder  consideration.  I  aid  hope,  said  Mr.  W., 
that,  after  the  disouswon  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  tlie  decisive  indication  given  of  the 
sense  of  the  House  at  that  time,  this  bill  would 
not  have  been  embarrassed  by  a  motion  to  re- 
ctonmit,  which,  if  snccessfnl,  puts  an  end  to  all 
^o^>ect  of  its  becoming  a  lair  at  this  seadon  of 
Oongress. 

If  I  can  be  able  to  command  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  short  time,  X  trust  I  shall  sat- 
isfy them  that  this  bill  proposes  no  new  princi- 
ple in  legislation ;  and  that  the  apprehension  of 
any  bad  consequences  resulting  from  the  first 
■ectjon,  in  its  preaent  shape,  is  entirely  falla- 
cious. The  object  of  Congress  in  organizing 
special  tribunals  for  the  aqjodicotion  of  these 
daime,  is  to  free  oaraelvea  from  the  trouble  or 
necessity  of  going  into  an  examination  of  the 
volnminons  documents  and  evidence  exhibited 
by  the  claimants,  and  the  varions  intricate 
questions  of  Spanish  nsage  and  law  that  must 
arise  in  the  decision  of  these  questions.  Sni± 
a  body  as  this,  organized  to  consult  and  legis- 
late opoD  the  varions  and  complicated  affairs  of 
a  great  empire,  haa  neither  the  time  nor  the 
means  of  going  into  a  minute  or  satisfactory 
inveetigation  of  such  questions.  It  has  higher 
duties  to  perform ;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
utter  impracticabilitr,  as  well  as  impolicy,  of 
an  attempt  to  decide  npon  every  email  land 
claim,  derived  from  a  foreign  Government,  in 
the  territorie*  ocqaired  by  treaty,  it  has  been 
the  establiahed  practice  to  organize  a  board  of 
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commissioners,  to  tnt  in  the  country  where  tb« 
grants  were  made,  where  the  archives  are  de- 
posited, and  where  the  land  lies.  These  officers 
hold  their  commissions,  and  receive  their  com- 
penaatjon,  fWim  the  Government,  one  of  the 
parties  directly  interested  in  the  dect^oD  of 
every  claim  presented.  If  thero  is  any  leaitiiig 
on  either  side,  it  is  always  on  that  from  which 
the  power  is  derived.  With  tlie  most  bosest 
intentions,  and  a  constant  effort  to  act  without 
prejudice,  there  is  a  constant  attraction  be- 
tween all  federal  officers  and  the  Qovenunent 
and  ita  interests.  Federal  judges  prononiice, 
with  great  indifference,  8tat«  laws  to  tie  nncon- 
stitntionsl,  and  State  Jndgea  pronounce  the 
acts  of  Oongress  to  be  imcoustitntional ;  when 
neither,  nnlesa  in  an  extraordinary  case,  pro- 
nounced the  laws  of  the  Government,  frmn 
which  they  bold  their  commissions,  unconetita- 
tional  or  void.  To  make  an  application  of  this 
principle,  I  ask  any  gentleman  to  read  this  re- 

tort,  and,  instead  of  striking  from  this  hill  one- 
alf  of  the  cases  confirmed,  I  do  not  hea- 
tate  to  say  that  he  would  be  more  inclined  to 
say  that  the  number  of  conflrmatioDS  onfbt 
to  be  doubled.  I  do  not  aay  that  iignstice  m 
been  done ;  but  1  will  say,  that,  if  any  bu 
been,  it  is  to  the  d^mants.  I  say  that  the 
rigor  with  which  these  claims  have  been  ei- 
amined,  will  operate  more  nnjnstly  to  them 
than  the  United  States.  1  believe  that  this  is 
the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  our  legisls- 
tion  Hnce  the  Louisiana  treaty  in  180S,  ui 
which  an  attempt  has  evef  been  made  tc  re- 
verse the  decisions  of  oar  commissionera,  and 
strike  ont  half  of  the  claims  confirmed  by 
them.  Numerous  inatances  can  \m  found  at 
every  session  of  Congress,  for  twenty  years,  la 
which  the  rigor  of  the  commissioners  has  beea 
miUgated  by  the  clemency  of  Congress,  in  P''j 
ing  to  every  equitable  claim  the  most  liberal 
and  favorable  interpretation. 

If  thia  motion  sncceeda,  we  shall  reverea  the 
order  of  things,  and  introduce  a  new  syttem, 
as  impoUtJo  and  unwise  in  the  Government,  « 
it  will  be  oppressive  upon  a  people  transferrw 
to  ns,  with  a  guaranty,  on  onr  part,  to  do  what 
Spain  woold  have  done.  I  have  had  occasion 
to  look  into  the  history  of  all  thathas  bwn 
done  by  thia  Government  on  this  subjectj  anal 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  the  principle_  u 
this  hill  has  been  sanctioned  at  every  b°^?^" 
sesuon  of  Congress  for  twenty  years,  whstw 
the  object  of  this  motion  J  To  recommit  tDe 
bill,  with  instmctiona  to  strike  from  it  ««'? 
claim  which  the  Governor  of  East  Florida  b»a 
confirmed  sobsequently  to  the  iMth  of  Jauasi?, 
183S,  the  time  Dmited  in  the  treaty,  pnor  w 
which  all  grants  ahonld  have  emanated,  to  M 
recognized  and  confirmed  by  this  Govenwient- 
By  the  eighth  article  of  our  treaty  inw 
Spwn,  the  United  Statee  agreed  to  confine  ma 
ratify  all  grants  ("  toda*  la*  cotwuwM*  ).^ 


made  by  the  Spanish  sathentiw 

prior  to  the  a4th  Januaiy,  1818,  to  ^J>.fT, 
extent  that  they  would  have  been  vaHo,  u  ^ 
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tf  mtoriea  had  remained  under  the  domiaion  of 
His  Catbolio  M^estj.  This  article 
plsled  the  recognition  of  complete  grants,  and 
the  completion  of  imperfect  ones,  aa  Spain 
TOQld  have  completed  them.  The  qya  modo 
of  doing  this  was  left  to  the  justice  of  this 
Government^  under  a  foil  conTiction  that  the 
United  States  would  be  jnst,  if  not  liberal,  to 
tbdr  newlj  acquired  citiMns.  The  act  of  1828 
(ooferred  the  power  of  doing  this  npon  the 
Rgiater  and  i«oeiver,  who  were  to  act  aa  ez 
i};^ia  iximmiBEionerH,  to  carry  this  article  into 
effect.  These  officers  sat  in  the  province  is 
which  the  land  lies,  having  before  them  the 
■rctiivee  of  the  Spanish  Government.  The^r 
have  pttsented  this  report,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  they  have  conflrmod  seventy-one 
small  cUima,  and  rejected  one  hundred  and 
thiitj-Gre.  The  proposition  now  is,  to  recom- 
mit this  bill,  to  strike  ftom  it  thirty  cases. 
Sir,  if  this  motion  snceeeda,  these  people  will 
iuve  occasion  to  regret  the  day  that  they  were 
«Ter  tmisferred  to  the  United  States.  The  act 
which,  according  to  oar  ideas,  made  them  free, 
riU,  according  to  their  oonceptiona,  make  them 
beggars.  1  fear  some  of  them  will  not  love 
Ub«rty  so  mneh,  as  to  be  entireljr  contented 
vith  joar  dis&aaohisemeat  of  their  property. 
I  sij  thdr  property,  because,  if  Spain  had  re- 
taioed  the  territories,  she  wonla  have  com- 
pleted every  irajwrfect  title  in  East  Florida, 
vheoever  a  petition  iiad  l>een  presented  to  the 

GoTNDOr. 

It  was  a  part  of  the  policy  of  France,  Eng- 
lind,  and  Spun,  to  grant  lands  gratnitously  to 
ill  the  inhabitants  who  wonld  receive  them. 
The  most  informal  and  incomplete  of  these 
tiiln  were  the  most  honest,  and  best  entitled 
to  DDT  confirmation,  when  the  poUcy  of  that 
GoTemment  is  considered.  The  lowest  order 
of  tbeee  titlea,  a  "  permit  of  settlement,"  was 
declared  by  the  comiqisBioners  of  West  Florida 
the  moA  honest,  as  well  as  the  most  certain 
t^tls.  To  complete  it,  and  obtiun  a  title  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  called  sometunes  "  a  title  in 
fonu,"  or  "  titnlo  de  proprUdad,'"  or  "  royal 
title,''  it  was  only  necessary  to  siunmon  wit- 
TuoKi  to  appear  before  the  Governor,  and 
pnxe  a  settlement  upon  the  land,  and  a  conUn- 
unce  a  certain  length  of  time.  This  proof 
entitled  the  occupant  to  a  grant  in  the  name  of 
the  ktog.  It  was  a  favor  to  the  crown,  and  not 
III  ilje  mbjecc,  to  settle  and  strengtben  their 
dinint  provinces  and  ootoaies.  In  the  inter- 
prrtttion  of  this  treaty,  we  should  remember 
ib«t  policy,  and  not  onrs,  which  holds  np  the 
lied  at  a  price  so  high,  that  it  is  difficult  for  a 
poor  man  to  purchase  even  the  smallest  legal 
^lisioQ  of  the  surveys.  Looking  to  this  pol- 
tj,  can  any  man  donbt  what  Spain  would  have 
dwci  I  caonot  donbt  bnt  that  she  would  have 
niiGnned  every  one  of  those  one  hundred  and 
lUrtj-five  cases  rejected.  If  any  man  was  not 
Mtiified  with  his  land,  he  had  only  to  petition 
the  QcTemor,  and  a  transfer  of  the  location 
*»  {raoled,  as  a  matter  of  coone. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 
I/md  Ommi  m  Floricla. 
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The  motion  now  made  to  recommit  this  bill 
with  instructJoos,  is  placed  by  the  honorable 
mover  on  two  grounds :  the  one  of  which  is 
founded  upon  the  idea  that  there  are  grants 
made  snbseqnent  to  the  time  at  which  Spain 
was  interdicted  from  making  them  by  the 
treaty.  If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to 
look  into  this  report,  they  will  find  that  every 
claim  dated  after  that  period  has  been  r^ected. 
The  commissioners  have  not,  in  any  instance, 
confirmed  a  angle  claim  posterior  to  the  S4th 
of  January,  1818.  They  have,  in  about  thirty 
cases,  considered  the  royal  title  given  by  the 
Qovcmor  subsequent  to  that  day,  and  before 
the  delivery  of  the  province  to  the  United 
States,  as  evidence  of  the  performance  of  the 
condition.  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact,  that  these  confirmations  are  made 
npon  concessions,  the  largest  part  of  which 
eventuated  from  the  Intimate  authorities  of 
Spun  twenty  years  before  the  treaty  was  ever 
Uionght  of.  A  concession  is  a  grant,  upon  con- 
dition of  settlement.  One  of  the  concessions 
is  given  as  early  as  the  year  1794. 

In  1819,  the  oonoeasion&ry  or  claimant  came 
before  the  Governor,  who  was  a  indioial  aa 
well  aa  executive  oflioer,  and  ofi'erea  his  testi- 
mony. The  witnesses  were  examined,  the 
proof  recorded,  and  deposited  among  the  pub- 
lic archives  on  the  protocol  called  "iUlUgen- 
eiof."  The  royal  title,  aa  it  is  called,  begins 
with  a  recitation,  "P*r  quanU>,"  &c. ;  or, 
"  whereas."  It  recites  that  a  concession  issued 
on  such  a  day  upon  conation,  and  that  certain 
witnesses  were  called  and  sworn,  who  proved 
the  performance.  These  archives  are  before 
the  commissioners.  The  testimony  is  recorded, 
the  witnesses  known  to  the  commissioners,  or, 
if  dead,  or,  removed  to  OnbL  their  characters 
are  known  from  their  nelghbora.  The  com- 
missioners say  we  receive  this  evidence  of  the 
performance  of  the  condition.  It  would  be  a 
□ngatory  and  useless  act  to  call  the  witnesses 
over  aguu,  when  their  testimony  is  recorded, 
and  recit«d  in  the  royal  title  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. Instead  of  looking  to  every  act  of  a 
Spanish  tribunal,  as  a  scheme  to  defraud  the 
United  States,  I  would  rather  pat  this  more 
libera]  and  charitable  oonatmction  npon  it,  and 
consider  the  act  as  an  evidence  of  what  Spain 
would  have  done  if  the  territories  had  re- 
mained under  the  dominion  of  His  Oatholio 
M^eeCy.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Governors 
of  East  or  West  Florida  were  informed  of  the 

E revisions  of  the  treaty  until  it  was  published 
ere  after  its  final  ratification  in  1821.  Until 
that  period,  they  were  acting  under  a  sense  of 
their  responsibility  to  their  royal  master,  aud 
their  acts  ought  to  be  received  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  there  had  been  no  limitation  in 
the  treaty.  So  long  as  the  Governor  had  a 
right  to  exercise  jnrisdiclioa,  he  had  the  im- 
questionable  power  to  examine  witnesses,  re- 
cord testimony,  either  with  a  view  to  its  per- 
petuity, or  to  be  used  in  foreign  courts.  This 
would  seem  to  be  a  power  oo  naturally  inherent 
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in  every  tribanal,  that  it  hardly  needs  a  refer- 
ence for  iU  BDpport  to  that  well-kaown  and 
tiniverBally  aokaowledged  principle,  in  all  otTil- 
ized  lutionB,  ia  receive  with  respect  the  acta  of 
all  tribnnals  of  otlier  nations,  and  to  preenme 
that  the;  aot«d  within  the  sphere  of  tbeir  Ja- 
risdiotion  and  dntj.  It  is  nothing  more  than  a 
principle  of  comitj  and  ooarteay — one  which 
our  courts  of  admiralty  are  in  the  practice  of 
acting  upon,  and  which  has  been  repeatedly 
recf^ized  by  the  Snpreme  Court  of  the  tTnited 
States.  The  king  of  Bpun,  and  his  officers, 
have  as  much  right  to  disregard  the  acta  of  onr 
tnbnnals,  aa  we  have  those  of  Bptun,  on  prin- 
ciples of  national  law ;  and  if  these  dainis  are 
denied  on  snch  grounds  as  are  now  nr^ed,  they 
will  have  more  reason  to  quesdon  the  justice  of 
oar  decisions,  than  we  have  ever  yet  had  to 
condemn  thein.  I  am  neither  the  defender  nor 
the  apoli^ist  of  the  Spanish  authorities.  The 
q>ecial  court  appointM  by  this  Qovemment 
having  the  archives  before  them,  have  received 
this  evidence,  and  confirmed  these  claims,  not 
on  the  authority  to  grant  sabsequent  to  the 
limitation  in  the  treaty,  but  upon  a  concession 
made  ten  or  twenty  years  l>efore.  The  per- 
Ibrmanoe  of  the  condition  only  baa  been  proved 
in  due  form  atler  the  time.  The  honorable 
gentleman  should  recolleot  that  the  authorities 
of  Spain  were  not  interdicted  by  the  treaty 
from  the  eieroiae  of  any  Jurisdiotion,  or  the 
execution  of  any  of  their  ftmctions,  nuUl  the 
delivery  of  the  country  to  the  United  States. 
The  prorision  is.  that  all  grants  made  posterior 
to  that  dat«  shall  be  voia.  In  this  report,  all 
grants  of  that  description  are  declared  void. 
The  class  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  were 
made  prior,  bnt  witnesses  were  Bw(»n,  and 
proved  a  wttlement  according  to  the  terras  of 
the  concession  snbseqnently.  The  commission- 
era  of  West  Florida,  m  every  oase  of  this  kind, 
confirmed  the  dum.  In  the  abstracts  of  the 
continnaUons  of  that  board,  in  the  Eieoutive 
Documents  of  lB24r-'6,  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  it  will  be  seen  that  where  concessions 
and  royal  titles  were  both  made,  the  one  prior 
and  the  other  subsequent  to  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  we  confirmed  the  title  upon  the  con- 
cession. This  was  done  by  the  commissioners 
of  East  Florida,  and  by  Uie  register  and  re- 
ceiver in  their  r«port  of  1628— all  of  which 
have  been  approved  and  confirmed  by  acta 
of  Congresa.  The  principle  here  is  predeoly 
the  same,  and  it  is  for  this  House  to  say  wheth- 
er they  were  bound  to  summon  witnesses  to 
prove  that  which  had  been  already  proved  be- 
fore a  Spanish  tribunal,  the  evidence  of  which 
was  l>efbre  them.  It  would  have  been  an  act 
of  BUperert^ation,  a  useless  consumption  of 

The  next  ground  of  objection  is,  that  we 
ah^  establish  a  dangerous  precedent  for  the 
oourta,  which  will  be  injurious  to  the  public 
interests ;  and  this  is  seriously  nrged  upon 
Congress  as  a  reason  why  this  bill  shonld  be 
recommitted.    Sir,  it  is  iJie  first  time  I 


[Amis  1330. 

knew  that  a  legislative  act  was  to  be  received 
as  a  precedent  for  the  admisubility  of  evidence 
in  courts  of  Justice.  Congress  may  declare 
that  every  man  may  make  affidavit  to  the  gean- 
inenesa  of  his  own  grant.  Will  that  Justify  a 
court  in  allowing  a  man  to  be  a  witnese  in  his 
own  case  t  The  distinction  between  a  le^sla- 
tive  body  and  a  Judicial  tribunal,  the  one  gov- 
erned by  oonsiderations  of  policy,  and  the 
other  by  fixed  laws,  seems  not  to  have  oo- 
onrred  to  the  gentleman.  Who  ever  heard  of 
the  decisions  of  our  committees  on  the  evi- 
dence offered  to  them  being  quoted  before 
judges  as  a  precedent  for  th^  decidonst 
what  CongTMS,  in  its  legislative  discretion, 
chooses  to  do,  has  never  yet  been,  and  never 
will  he,  a  precedent  for  the  conrtSL  The  courts 
might  as  well  attempt  to  pass  an  appropriation 
act,  as  to  say  tiiey  will  confirm  claims  oecauK 
Congress  confirmed  them.  I  need  not  pursoe 
this  part  of  the  sulgect  farther,  because  the 

Siestion  can  never  be  made  in  the  courts.  All 
e  caees  which  are  or  can  be  presented  to 
them  are  now  printed  by  order  of  thia  House, 
and  now  upon  my  table,  to  which  access  can 
be  had  by  every  member.  There  is  not  amoog 
that  niunber  a  single  ease  in  which  a  royal  title 
is  given  after  the  24th  of  January,  1816 ;  and 
if  the  oourta  were  to  look  to  legislative  acts  as 
precedents  for  them,  the  case  will  never  occur 
in  which  such  a  reference  can  be  made.  All 
the  apprehensions  from  this  quarter  may  be 
quieted  by  the  examination  of  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  the  courts  for  decision.  The  limita- 
tion in  the  treaty,  it  is  well  known,  was  intro- 
duced expressly  with  a  view  to  exclude  tbe 
Sints  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  De  Vargas,  aod 
not  Punon  Rostro,  and  no  other.  It  was  m 
declared  at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty,  by 
those  who  negotiated  it.  The  idea  of  exclud- 
ing any  other  was  indignanUy  repelled  by  tbe 
Spanish  Minister,  and  never  inmated  on  l^  onr 
Government.  The  President  of  the  tfniled 
States  (Ur.  Monroe)  informed  Congress,  in  aa 
executive  message,  that  snch  was  the  object  of 
that  provision.  Althongh  snoh  waa  tbe  view 
of  those  who  nesotiated  the  treaty,  that  clanse 
has  been  so  rigidly  enforced,  as  to  exclude  from 
confirmation  every  claim  derived  fhun  tha 
Spanish  Oovemment  when  they  poeseased  the 
sovereignty  of  the  provinces,  between  the  841h 
of  January,  1818,  and  July,  18S1,  when  tbe 
provinces  were  delivered.  All  these  claims 
were  intended  to  be,  and  ought  to  be,  con- 
firmed ;  but,  by  the  nse  of  general  words,  to 
get  rid  of  the  lai^  ones,  these,  too,  have  been 
r^ected.  Not  content  with  thia  advantage, 
thus  secured  against  a  population  that  Spain 
was  about  to  transfer,  and  about  whose  rights 
the  king  and  his  Ministers  were  somewhat  in- 
different, rendered  more  so  from  a  conviction 
that  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  ceded  territories  de- 
sired the  change,  we  are  now  about  to  strike 
out  one-half  of  what  has  found  fbvor  under  the 
rigid  construction  of  the  oomtnismonera,  be- 
oaase  a  Spanish  Governor  had  the  witoeases 
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iwom  and  the  testimoDf  recorded.  I  eannot 
pemuda  mjaelf  th&t  this  Eoiwe  U  prepared  to 
MuedoD  a  principle  bo  imjnBt  and  oaioos. 

The  whole  amoant  of  land  in  these  thirty 
snull  claims  does  not  exceed  fourteen  thoiuand 
una,  which  is  not  worth  the  expenses  of  this 
HoEue  during  the  time  of  this  debate.  K  these 
claims  are  stricken  ont,  what  U  proposed  to  be 
done  t  Is  a  new  board  to  be  organized,  after  a 
delaj  of  lune  years  in  the  adjustment  of  these 
titles  I  If  a  new  board  is  to  he  created,  th^ 
eipeoses  will  be  greater  than  the  valne  of  the 
Itnd.  The  public  sorvejs  wiU  he  stopped,  the 
private  propertj  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
palilic,  the  popnlfttion  of  the  territorj  will  be 
retarded,  and  the  moet  mischievoiu  conse- 
qaeaces  resoU  &om  the  delay. 

Those  who  are  here  from  the  new  States 
well  know  the  difQoolties  and  embarrasnnents 
Bribing  from  nniettled  titles  to  the  eonntrj 
it*e]f ;  and  thow  who  hare  never  seen  it.  can 
form  bnt  a  very  imperfect  conception  of  the 
miser;  ot  parBiiing^  for  ten  years,  an  uncertain 
title  in  the  tribunals  of  a  country,  the  language 
lod  forms  of  which  the  petitioner  cannot  com- 
prebend.  The  orj  of  fi^ad  at  this  period  of 
tbe  searion,  the  dennnoiation  of  all  that  Is  of 
SptniBh  origin,  is  enongh  to  overtnrn  the  most 
beoefidol  measnras;  out  I  tmet  that  this 
Hoose,  from  the  confidence  reposed  in  its  own 
tribEual,  from  the  long  delay  and  injustice 
ilreadj  done  to  these  claimants,  and  from  a  re- 
p«d  for  the  territory  itself^  will  not  recommit 
this  bill,  and  jirodnce  oonfowon  in  the  country, 
and  certain  min  among  its  inhabitants. 

S^TiFBD&r,  May  1. 
Judffi  I'eel, 

Ur.  BcCHANAV  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  np  and 
Uting  on  the  article  of  impeachment. 

Mr.  WHiTTLiasT  sud,  (this  da;  being  set 
ipart  by  themselves  for  considering  pnvate 
bills,)  be,  as  the  member  charged  with  attend' 
log  Lo  this  idsas  of  bnsinesa,  would  say,  that  it 
WK  perha^  inexpedient  to  press  the  consider- 
itioD  of  m«ny  more  of  the  nnmeroos  private 
bills  yet  on  the  docket,  becanse,  if  they  were 
paaaed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  not  acted 
en  there,  titey  would  be  in  a  worse  sitoation 
thui  if  they  remained  as  they  are,  for  the 
House  to  take  them  np  at  tbe  next  session. 
Et  diould  not,  therefore,  oppose  the  motion  for 
puftponement 

lie  Hoose  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Vbole,  Ur.  Smiaui  In  the  chair,  and  took 
Qp  the  article  of  impeachment  reported  by  the 
Select  Committee  i^ainst  Judge  Peek. 

Some  verbal  amendments  being  made  to  tbe 
irticle,  on  motion  of  Ur.  BuosAiTAif, 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  article 
to  the  Iloose;  and  by  the  House  it  was  agreed 

to  withoDt  objection. 
Ur.  BnoBAiua  then  moved  that  the  House 
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proceed  now  to  the  apimintment  of  five  man- 
agers, to  oondnct  the  impeachment  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Mr.  WiLuiuB  inquired  how  many  managers 
ere  appointed  in  the  case  of  Judge  Ohase. 
Mr.  BcoHAiiui  replied  that  seven  managers 
ere  appointed  on  that  oceoMon,  but  it  was 
thought  that  five  were  as  many  as  were  neces- 
sary for  the  present  case. 

Mr.  B.'s  motion  beinc  agreed  to, 
The  House  prooeedea  to  the  appointment  of 
re  managers,  by  ballot,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  received  a  miijority  of  votes,  and 
were  appointed,  viz : 

Jauss  BuoaiiTiif,  of  Pennjwlvania. 
Hbhbt  R.  Stobbs,  of  New  York. 
Qbobbk  UcDuniK,  of  South  Carolina. 
Ambbosb  Spbndbb,  of  Now  York. 
Ohasles  WioKLirra,  of  Kentucky. 
The  first  four  wereapnointed  on  the  first  bal- 
lot   Foar  ballots  took  oiBce  before  a  fifth  man- 
ager was  chosen,  in  all  of  which  till  the  last 
the  votes  were  pretty  mnch  divided  between 
Mr.  Wioxum  and  Mr.  Doddbidok,  besides 
whom  a  Isrge  number  of  members  received 
more  or  less  votes. 
On  motjon  of  Mr.  Bvoharah,  it  was 
SMolvedttbU  tbeorticlesgreedtaby  this  House, 
to  be  exhibited,  in  the  name  of  themselveB  and  of 
all  the  people  of  the  United  Btatea,  agiinst  James 
H.  Peek,  in  roainteuaace  of  tbeir  impeachment 
against  him  for  high  misdemeanors  in  offlce,  be  car- 
ried to  tbe  Senate  by  tbe  managers  appointed  to 
oondoot  said  impeacbinenL 
On  motion  of  Mr.  But 


Sttolved,  That  a  message  be  lent  to  the  Senate, 
to  iofann  them  that  this  House  bare  appointed 
managers  to  condact  tbe  Impeachment  against 
James  H.  Feck,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  Btates  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  and  have 
directed  ttie  said  managers  to  cur;  to  tbe  Senate 
the  article  agreed  upon  bvthis  House,  to  be  exhib- 
ited in  Dudntenance  of  their  impeachment  ag^nst 
tbe  said  James  H.  Peck,  and  that  tbe  Clerk  of  this 
House  do  go  with  said  message. 


MoKDAT,  May  S. 
Culture  (if  Silk. 

T£r.  A.  Si>Ei(OBB,  from  the  Committee  on 
Agrionltnre,  reported  tbe  following  resoluticm : 

Bttalttd,  That  ten  thousand  coides  of  the  Man- 
ual on  the  growth  nod  manufkcture  of  Silk  in  other 
oountrieB,  trausmitted  to  this  House  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  tbe  fifth  day  of  February, 
1888,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Pole  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  was  negatived — nays  60. 

Mr.  UoDnrFiK  opposed  the  resolution,  hav- 
ing understood  that  the  work  proposed  to  he 
reprinted  possessed  no  value.  The  instmotions 
were  too  complex  for  unlettered  people,  and 
experience  proved  that  it  was  of  no  nse  to 
them.    Persons  in  bis  part  of  the  conntry,  who 
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made  manj  poDDds  of  nik  everj  ;«sr,  conld 
derive  no  benefit  from  tbia  book. 

Mr.  OuiBBBLmo  coocurred  in  tlie  opinion 
that  the  book  was  not  worth  prioting.  A  per- 
son engaged  in  preparing  a  work  on  the  aame 
subject,  and  who  underrtood  it  well,  informed 
him  that  the  manna]  waa  worthless.  Let  the 
committee  t&ke  all  the  works  on  this  Bobject, 
and  oompile  one  ooDtaining  the  best  of  «ach. 
beveral  works  have  been  since  iasoed,  that  are 
anperior  to  the  one  in  qnestion. 

Mr.  B1.TES,  of  Massaohnsetts,  said,  here  wu 
ezperienoe  agunst  experience.  It  was  alleged 
hj  gentlemen  that  practical,  intelligent  per- 
aons,  professing  to  be  able  to  give  an  Moonst 
of  the  sabject  themselTes.  had  denoonoed  the 
work  in  qnestion  as  worthless.  Now,  be  bad 
in  bis  district  Bome  men  of  some  little  intelli- 
gence, who  were  engaged  b  the  silk  cnltnre, 
who  said  the  work  was  a  very  valoable  acqui- 
sition. He  bad  received  letter  on  letter  for  a 
oop7  of  the  work,  bnt  not  one  was  to  be  bad. 
The  book  was  valoable,  becaose  it  cave  &n  ao- 
oount  of  the  beat  modes  of  onltivating  silk  in 
oonotriea  where  it  bad  been  oiiltivBt«a  for  oen- 
tories.  As  he  had  no  donbt  of  the  valne  of 
the  work,  and  as  it  was  not  Tolnminoos,  he 
hoped  the  Hooae  would  have  it  disseminated, 
without  regarding  the  pittance  it  wonld  cost. 

Mr.  Watnb  wonld  not  undertake  to  pro- 
nounce on  the  merits  of  the  work,  bnt  be  knew 
that  man;'  of  the  people  whom  he  represented 
were  very  desiroos  to  obtain  it.  In  the  earlj 
settlement  of  Georgia,  the  object  of  manj  was 
the  growth  of  silk,  and  it  was  commenced  and 
tried  for  some  time.  Whj  was  it  discontin- 
ned  I  fVom  one  of  two  canses :  Either  hj 
being  superseded  in  value  bj  other  parsnits.  or 
being  discouraged  h;  the  wont  of  information. 
Usjij,  however,  oootinaed  the  colture,  and 
some  have  prosecuted  it  for  fortj  years,  who, 
residing  on  lands  too  arid  for  other  coltivation, 
have  gone  on  in  the  original  parsoit;  the  cul- 
tare  bos  not  been  extended  because  of  the  want 
of  soitsble  information  to  instruct  them  in  it. 
He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  work  in  question  sbonld  go  forth 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  needed  it  He  re- 
ferred to  societies  formed  or  forming  in  Qeor- 
g'a,  for  the  oultivation  of  BUk,  to  whom  the  in- 
rmation  would  bo  portioularlj  useful  and  ac- 
ceptable. 

Mr.  BpmoBB,  of  New  York,  rose  to  make 
some  remarks,  but  the  expiration  of  the  honr 
arrested  (he  debate. 

TinaDA.T,  Mar  *■ 
Judgt  Peek. 

Ur.  BncEANAN.  from  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  conduct  the  im- 
peachment against  James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  reported : 

"That  they  did,  this  day,  carry  to  the  Senate, 
then  in  leaaian  u  a  high  court  of  unpeachment,  the 


[Hat,  ISSO. 

article  of  impeachment  agreed  to  by  tbii  Houm  on 
the  1st  instant  1  and  that  they  wore  infomied  that 
they  would  take  proper  meaaaTea  relative  to  the 
nli  impeachment,  of  wliich  tlie  Boom  would  b« 
duly  notified." 


MoSD^z,  May  10. 
Sanio/ th«  Unittd  Statn. 


1.  Baotvtd,  That  the  Coottltutfon  of  the  United 
States  confers  oo  power  on  Cangress  to  establish  a 
corporation  with  authority  to  manu&mture  mimey 
out  of  paper,  and  ciroulate  the  sune  within  tlw 
limits  of  ooy  of  the  States. 

S.  JUtolvtd,  That  if  snch  power  existed  in  Con- 
gress, it  were  unwise  and  ineipedieot  to  exercise  it, 
and  especially  to  the  extent  contemplated  Id  tfao 
prcseat  charter  of  the  Bonk  of  the  United  Sutes. 

8.  Bttalnd,  That  the  paper  mousy  or  binking 
syitem,  genenlly,  Is  In  its  tendency  niinous  to  the 
Interests  of  labor,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people. 

4.  Rttottud,  Hunfort,  That  this  Honse  wiQ  not 
consent  to  the  renewal  of  the  ohartec  of  thi  Bonk 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  PoTTEB  said  it  was  not  his  object  to  in- 
vite discnsBion  on  the  subject  at  this  time.  He 
bad  offered  the  reeolntitm  as  a  set-off  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
on  the  same  subject ;  and  he  pledged  himseU^ 
whenever  it  came  up  for  couMderation.  to  make 
good  the  propoeitions  embraced  in  his  resda- 
tions.  He  had  offered  them  alti^ther,  inde- 
pendently of  any  regard  to  mere  perscoial  par^- 
ism,  with  which  he  acknowledged  no  sympalby 
whatever,  but  as  a  guaranty  to  the  American 
people,  from  his  place  in  this  Honse,  that  the 
measure,  to  prepare  the  way  for  which  the  re- 

Krt  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
an  brought  in,  would  be  resisted  here.  It 
should  be  resisted  here ;  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  people,  in  every  section  of  the 
United  States,  wonld  forthwith  £1  their  atten- 
tion npon  this  subject,  as  one  involving,  in  the 
most  essential  manner,  their  dearest  rights  and 
interests ;  and  that,  by  a  timely  and  vigilant 
exercise  of  their  power  at  the  polls,  they  wonld 
take  care  to  orguiiie  this  House  with  a  direct 
reference  to  the  adjustment  of  this  question. 
For  the  present  be  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions 
on  the  table. 

Mr,  Wbhtlbset  demanded  that  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  House  would  oonsider  tba 
resolutions,  should  be  put,  lest  the  enterbuniug 
of  the  motion  by  the  House  might  affect  the 
price  of  the  stock,  Ac ;  bnt. 

The  Spbakbb  deciding  that  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  took  precedence  of  the  motion  of 
"  conuderation," 

The  qnestion  was  pnt  on  laying  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  table,  and  dedded  in  the  affinua- 
Uve  OS  follows : 

Teas.— Hears.  Alexander,  Alien,  Alston,  Andat^ 
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WD,  ADgd,  Arcber,  P.  P.  Bubonr,  Bdl,  John  BUr, 
Boob,  Bont,  Bradbead,  Brown,  CunbrslcilK,  Cv 
toB.  Clikibone,  CUj,  Coke,  Heotor  Cnig,  Bobert 
Cnig,  Cimwford,  Crockett,  Crocbaroo,  DiTsuport, 
J.  DirU,  W.  B.  DsTia,  Deberrr,  Denn;,  Data, 
&ril,  FladlaT,  Ford,  Forward,  frj,  G»ither,  Gor- 
ion.  Onto,  AaO,  Smtrtj,  HaTiws,  Eemphill,  Hindi, 
Hdnuui,  Hobbttrd,  Ibrie,  Imn,  lucki,  R.  M.  Joha- 
ton,  C.  JohnwD,  Klnoid,  P.  King,  Lecompte,  Lewu, 
LojtU,  Lumpkin,  l£«rtui,  ThonuB  M»iw«ll,  Mc- 
Cntrj  HcCof,  UcDnfflc,  Uclatir*,  Uitchell,  Mon- 
ell,  NnckoUs,  Peltia,  Polk,  PotWr,  Powers,  Ren- 
eber,  EavK,  RbbtcI,  Scott,  Wm.  B.  Shapud,  A.  H. 
Sheppnd,  Shields,  8emmei,  Sill,  S.  A.  Smith, 
Spe^t,  SUnberrj,  StaadiTer,  StroD^,  Trezvut, 
Tncker,  Terpluidc,  W»jne,  Weeks,  Wlckliab, 
WilliwM,  Y«nee  J— 89, 

Nits.— HtMi*.  Annitroug,  Arnold,  Bailef,  Nojca 
Barber,  Baniogcr,  Baitlej,  Bajlor,  Bockee,  Burgea, 
CafaooD,  Chlll<Mi,  Condiet,  Coaaer,  Cooper,  Covlee, 
&BIK,  Oeigliloii,  DeWitt,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  Ella- 
voTt^  Geo.  Erua,  Joabua  EnoB,  Edward  Everett, 
Harare  Ererett,  Finch,  Gilmore,  GrenneU,  Hawkins, 
Hughes  Hunt,  Huntington,  ^getaoll,  Jenninn, 
Jd^  Kendall,  Letcher,  Hortindale,  Lewis  Uaxwell, 
Hcner,  Miller,  Hohleiiberg,  Norton,  Pearce,  Pier- 
mi,  Runaej,  Bajidolph,  Reed,  Rose,  Ambrose  Spen- 
nr,  Siepheus,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Switt,  Taylor, 
Tot,  Vance,  Varnom,  Vinton,  Waahington,  Whit- 
tkMf,  Wilda,  WlngalA,  Tonng— «e. 

Ur.  Dbattov,  of  Boath  GaroIin&,  and  Ur. 
Wain,  of  Now  York,  were,  at  their  own  re- 
queit,  exeiued  fixiin  votiiig  od  the  qneation, 
each  sUlJiif  that  he  wu  interested  u  a  atock- 
balder  in  ue  bank. 

Ur.  Kill,  of  North  Garoluia,  stated  to  the 
Hoqse  that  aa  he  happened  to  be  without  the 
bar  of  the  Honae  when  his  name  was  oalled,  he 
vss  therefbre  predoded  from  votjng,  but  that 
he  Toold  have  voted  against  laying  the  resota- 
liou  on  the  tahl«. 

Mr.  Aboocs  rose  to  move  that  the  r«>ola- 
tioos  be  printed ;  but  the  adminion  d  a  mo- 
tion reoDiring  onanimoiu  oonsent,  and  it  being 
^Mcd  to,  5ie  motion  &il«d. 


WKDnaoAT,  Vaj  19. 
7^  2\mff—Salt. 

The  Home  nsoowd  the  coodderation  of  tho 
bin  to  regulate  the  oolleotion  of  the  dntiea  on 
inporta,  with  the  depending  amendments. 

The  question  under  cooaideration  when  the 
Bom  adjonnied  jesterday,  was  on  the  motion 
of  Hi.  Gobbax  to  reconsider  an  amendment 
•greed  to,  concerning  the  ialj  on  iron,  be. ; 
wlueh  motiaa  grew  out  of  the  adoption  of  the 
other  amendment  for  reducing  the  dut;r  oa  salt 

Xr.  GoBHAU,  of  HaMaohosetts,  briefly  ex- 
plained  his  objeot  in  T"Bk'"g  this  motion-  He 
^muidered  the  vote  npon  the  salt  daty  as  break- 
i»K  in  upon  the  present  sjstem  of  rerenne,  in- 
tMi  of  regnlatiiiK  its  ooUeotion,  which  was  the 
^ibject  of  the  original  bill  now  onder  oonsidera- 
tiao.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen  whether  it 
<>8  possible  to  pass  an;  bill  on  thia  subjeot  at 


this  session,  if  the  whole  field  of  debate  was 
thus  thrown  open.  Mr.  O.  concluded  b;  saf  ing, 
that,  onder  this  view  of  the  cose,  if  any  gentle- 
man would  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  upon 
the  salt  duty,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  to  ^ree 
npon  any  bill  npon  this  subject,  he  would,  Co 
make  way  for  such  a  motion,  withdraw  the 
motion  which  he  had  mado. 

Ur.  DoDDSiDOC,  of  Virginia,  having  intimated 
a  disposition  to  make  the  motion  suggested  by 
the  member  from  UssaachuBetta,  llr.  Qoaauc 
withdrew  his  motion ;  and 

Ifr.  DoDDUiDaB  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  npon  Mr.  BAsnixoza'a  amendment  for  re- 
dudug  the  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  WiTifa,  of  Georgia,  asked  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  genUeman  from  Mas- 
sachasettB  to  renew  his  motion  if  the  pending 
motion  was  r^eot«d. 

Mr.  QoasAK  declining  to  make  any  pledge 
on  tbatpoint — 

Mr.  Watsb,  takine  it  for  granted  that  such 
was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Gobbam,  made  a  de- 
cided speech  against  the  conrae  now  proposed, 
considering  it  as  a  mere  proposition,  call  it  by 
what  name  gentlemen  would,  of  bargain  and 
sale :  against  which  he  inveighed  with  conud- 
erable  warmth  and  zeaL 

Mr.  BABKiKaBB,  of  North  Carolina,  depre- 
cated a  pTotract«d  debate  on  this  question  of 
reconsideration,  and  expressed  great  regret  that 
BO  much  .difficulty  should  exist  in  obtuuin^  a 
redaction  of  the  dnty  on  this  neoessnry  of  life. 
He  dwelt  upon  the  course  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  in  reference  to  this  duty,  and  to  the 
tariS  generally,  and  made  a  very  strong  appeal 
to  the  magnanimity  and  spirit  of  conciliation 
of  members  from  other  States  to  grant  this  lit- 
tie  boon  to  a  State  which  had  heretofore  asked 
for  so  little,  and  aubmicted  so  cheerfully  to  the 
lawsr^folating  the  dntieson  imports,  and  to  the 
general  legislation  of  Congress.  Mr.  B.  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  a  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  (wnich  would  have  been  upon  the 
question  immediately  pendin^^  viz.,  reoonaidera- 
tion.) 

The  House  refused  to  second  the  prerioiu 
question,  by  a  vote  of  98  to  83. 

Mr.  I^D  scud,  that  when  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  taken  yesterday  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  salt,  he  was  sottirised  at  the  result.  I  feared 
(said  Mr.  R.)  that  I,  as  well  as  others,  had  been 
remiss,  in  tiie  discharge  of  my  duty,  in  per- 
mitting the  question  to  be  taken  without  dis- 
cussion, t  am  aware  that  the  main  aut^ect 
before  the  House  was  a  bill  to  enforce  the  due 
observance  of  our  revenue  laws,  and  to  prevent 
smuggling  and  fraud  in  their  execution.  Ad 
amendment  had  bean  introduced  into  tbe  bill 
by  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Hr. 
McDcFPiE,)  materially  altering  the  tariS!.  We 
have  had  for  a  number  of  daya,  a  debate,  able 
and  spirit«d,  but  of  a  verygeneral  character, 
inveatigating  the  whole  tanfrprinciple.  I  sup- 
posed that  to  investigate  tbe  subject  generally 
■■    ■    "  "     ■  '^-'-  andlhad  noex- 


I  the  ol^ect  of  the  debate,  a 
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peotadon  that  any  cbanf^  In 
OOntempUted  at  this  aession. 

The  amendment  referred  to  cont^ed  a 
number  of  articles  on  which  a  reduction  of  the 
duty  was  propoaed.  In  the  discnssion  before 
the  House,  little  or  nothing  has  been  said  as  to 
the  palic7  or  expediency  i^  redncing  the  datj 
on  tnoae  articles.  Kor  has  any  thing  been  aud 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  reduction  of  dnty  on 
thoae  arlidea,  either  to  the  manufacturer  or 
coDBOiner.  I  could  not  auppose  that  a  repeal 
of  any  duty  was  seriously  contemplated,  with- 
out a  more  particxdar  eiamination  of  the  sub- 
ject I  coold  not  imagine  it,  because  this  House 
have  repeatedly  expressed  a  different  opinion 
by  their  votes,  and  because  they  had  on  the 
very  same  day  Tot«d  entirely  different  as  to 
other  amenilments.  I  hope,  then,  air,  this 
House  and  my  conatitoents  will  forgive  me,  if^ 
under  sach  circumstances,  I  refrained  ftom  say- 
ing that  which,  under  other  circamBtances,  I 
should  have  felt  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  urge  Dpoa  their  consideratioo.  1  trust  it  is 
not  too  late  yet ;  and  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
Eouae  while  I  state,  as  well  as  I  may  be  able^ 
the  reasons  why  I  Qunt  they  ought  to  recon- 
taier  the  vote  of  yesterday. 

I  have  been  no  advocate  for  the  tariff,  but  I 
am  an  advocate  for  some  permanency  in  duties 
deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  all.  We  mnst 
have  revenue.  We  shall  not  vote  for  direct 
taxes.  We  sh^  therefore,  continue  to  raise 
revenne  by  duties  as  heretofore.  In  assessing 
this  tariff  of  dutjea,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing it  should  be  a  discriminating  tariff.  It  should 
have  reference  to  the  means  and  wants  of  the 
oonntry~to  manufacturers  and  consumers. 

Of  the  tariff^  that  have  passed  this  House,  In 
my  opinion  no  part  of  the  conntry  has  suffered 
more  than  tbat  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  no  interest  in  the 
coDutry  has  suffered  so  much  as  the  navigation 
interest.  Without  sufficiently  examining  the 
subject,  I  know  that  interest  is  severely  oppress- 
ed by  high  duties,  and  it  ia  now  oomp^ed  to 
contend  with  foreign  nations  under  great  dis- 
advantages. T,  therefore,  have  always  hoped 
we  should  modify  the  tariff  of  1828,  made  un- 
der the  moat  unfavorable  circumstances. 

Ko  rabject  can  be  presented  to  statesmen,  of 
greater  difficulty  than  that  of  fixing  a  Just  and 
expedient  tariff^  unless  it  be  the  subject  of  al- 
tering and  repealing  a  tarifip  when  made.  If 
we  would  consult  the  public  good,  ve  must  di- 
vest ourselves  of  party  spirit  Some  gentiemen 
contend  that  "  we  have  a  right  to  repeal  duties 
when  we  please,  regardless  of  the  consequences 
to  manafactarers."  We  have  the  power,  the 
physical  power ;  but  do  we  possess  the  moral 
power  ?  Are  we  not  bound  to  look  with  atten- 
tion and  regard  to  the  intereata  of  all,  and  every 
part  ?  Whatever  might  have  been  our  political 
views  or  votes  in  Congress,  are  we  not  bound 
to  regard  and  protect,  as  fer  as  we  maj[  be  able, 
those  intereata  which  have  grown  np  in  conse- 
qneoce  of  the  laws  and  regnlaUous  of  our  ooun- 


^-.Sall.  [Hat,  im. 

try?  I  have  always  felt  and  aoknowledged 
these  obligations,  and  endeavored  to  act  aocord- 
ingly.  I  have  always  admitted  the  rights  sod 
olums  of  minorities  j  and,  in  that  view,  I  bavt 
always  given  full  weight  to  the  representationj 
of  the  Bonth.  Hinoritiee  have  rights,  and  ma- 
jorities are  morally  bonud  to  regard  them.  If 
Bonthern  people  are  suffering  as  they  repreMaC, 
and  those  sufferings  result  from  oar  tarifflsirs, 
those  laws  ought  to  be  modified.  But  the:9e 
are  questions  which  must  first  be  decided ;  tmd 
as  prosperity  and  adversity  are  but  compars- 
tive,  the  interests  of  the  whole  and  the  parts 
must  be  corefiilly  examined.  Our  duties  wew 
laid  for  revenne,  but  adapted  to  the  utnation 
of  the  oouDtry  and  the  wants  of  the  oouotrr, 
and  were  calculated  to  oall  forth  the  effort  of 
the  country  to  relieve  those  wants.  If  vali* 
ble  interests  have  grown  up  under  such  a  stile 
of  things — under  the  fostering  influence  of  cor 
laws,  who  would  wantonly  destroy  such  ioUt- 
ests!  I  tmst,  no  one.  Sound  policy  forbids 
frequent  innovation  upon  these  subjects.  1 
have  no  he^tation  in  saying  that,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  property,  our  Glovemment  is  one  of 
the  worst  possible,  unless  there  be  permaneaoe 
in  our  principles  and  policy.  No  wise  man  cao 
consider  the  question,  as  now  presented,  to  be  - 
what  would  have  been  wise  and  good  in  roU- 
tion  to  the  tariff,  and  decide  acoordiugly.  No;  a 
very  different  state  of  things  is  presented.  Onr 

Seat  duty  now  is,  to  look  at  the  laws,  and  the 
terestfl  of  the  country,  snperindnced  by  those 
laws,  and  do  what  is  nght  and  expedient  We 
must  view  thlogs  as  they  now  are ! 

The  interest  of  every  part  should  be  coasolt- 
ed.  I  am  always  happy  to  hear  a  memb«'  of 
this  floor  state  the  sitnation  of  his  own  conetit- 
nenta ;  and  I  have  never  had  any  hesitatiou  in 
presenting,  as  fkr  as  I  might  be  able,  the  situa- 
tion of  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. In  that  way  we  obtain  actual  knowledge 
of  the  sitnation  of  the  country,  and  are  enabk'd 
to  act  wisely,  if  we  are  governed  by  the  knowl- 
edge we  obtain.  The  subject  now  under  con- 
sideration, the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt,  either 
in  part  or  whole,  is  one  of  importance  to  all, 
and  more  especi^y  to  those  engaged  in  the 
manufacture.  Salt  manufactories  bsve  grown 
np  under  governmental  recommendations  and 
governmental  enoonrogement 

As  I  esteem  the  early  history  of  onr  oountiy 
invaluable,  allow  me  to  ask  yon  to  go  as  far 
back  aa  July,  1776— the  very  period  (rf  the  dec- 
laration of  onr  ittdepoidence.  No  salt  was 
then  manufactured  in  this  country.  What  was 
the  situation  of  the  country  in  relation  to  salt, 
so  necessary  to  life  itself  I  A  few  recollect; 
others  have  heard.  I  will  refer  to  some  short 
abstracts  from  the  journals  of  the  old  Ooogress, 
lest  there  should  be  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one. 

In  July,  ITTS,  a  few  days  after  the  decltntion  of 
independence,  a  committee  of  thirteen  (one  tVom 
eich  of  the  Btstea)  were  appcnnted  to  make  inquiry 
for  virgin  lead,  leadea  ore,  and  the  best  melhoid  of 
collecting,  ameltlng,  and  refining  il ;  and,  on   the 
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■me  dkj,  (be  nme  committM  w«re  directed,  in 
Um  noeta  of  CoD^reai,  to  inquire  Intu  the  euiest 
ud  cheapest   method  of   miking  nit    in  these 

December  SS,  177a.  JU*oiv^  ThAt  u  the  im- 
portation of  kDj  uniTemUj  DeceasaTf  commoditj, 
uid  (be  exportation  of  our  produce  to  parchMe 
the  nme,  mint  glre  proportionably  greater  oppor- 
tanitj  to  our  eneDiiea  Of  making  depredations  on 
the  property  ot  the  inbabltaota  of  these  oolonle*, 
and  of  oecaaionallj  diitreodng  them  b;  intorcept' 
isg  sach  oommodltiea,  it  is  eamestlj  recommeuded 
to  the  icTeral  BMembliea  or  eoDTentioni  Inme- 
diatelj  to  promote,  bj  soffldeat  pobiio  eDcourage- 
menla,  the  ""^"g  sail  in  their  respectire  colonies. 

Uaj  SO,  177S.  Jietetvtd,  That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  Ute  Comroitteea  of  ObeerTatioo  aod  Inspec- 
tiou  in  the  United  Coloniee  so  to  regulate  the  price 
of  salt  IS  to  pnrent  nnreascnable  ezsctioos  on  the 
part  of  the  seller,  ko. 

December  9,  1778.  Whereaa,  in  eonseqaence  of 
manj  comphiDte  that  engrossere  had  distressed 
the  public  b;  rairinK  salt  to  an  exorbitant  price,  the 
Cooncil  of  Safety  of  PeontjlTanla,  mth  the  appro- 
bation of  Congreae,  took  the  nwnagement  irf'  the 
aJbtr  inla  Ibor  lundt,  and  hate  endeavored,  by  a« 
jut  and  eqaal  a  diatribntion  as  posdble  of  the  salt 
imported  from  time  to  time,  to  supply  the  different 
parts  of  lite  ooontry,  yet  it  is  found  upon  trial,  &«,, 
that  the  remedy  Iiaa  tieen  ineflectoai ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  salt  oontinou  scarcer  and  dearer  in  this 
port,  than  vben  no  regulations  have  l>een  tried : 
iberelbre,  JUtotuid,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
CcuDcil  of  Safety  of  PennsyUaoia  to  take  off  all 
rotraiDt  npon  the  nle  of  salt,  kc 

June  S,  1777.  Betoltal,  That  a  committee  of 
dim  be  appointed  to  devlw  ways  and  means  for 
npplring  the  United  Sutes  with  salt 

Jniui  13,  1777.  Beielvad,  Hat  it  be  recommend- 
ed lo  the  MTeral  Btatea  to  offhr  sneh  liberal  en- 
canagement  to  pereoo*  importing  nit,  as  they 
dua  judge  vlU  be  effeetoal,  &c.  That  it  be  reeom- 
Dwoded  to  the  aereral  States  to  erect  and  en- 
(ovsge,  in  tbe  most  lil>eral  and  efibctnal  manner, 
proper  iroriu  for  the  making  of  salt. 

Joly  17,  1777.  That,  in  conaidentiou  of  the 
•cudly  of  nit,  Ac,  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
like  the  moat  effectual  and  speedy  measures  for  im- 
porting into  diffeceat  puts  of  tbit  eonUnent  large 
quutiiies  of  that  article,  Ac. 

October  9S,  1777.  Whereas  there  Is  an  imme- 
diale  demand  for  the  article  aforesdd,  in  tbe  mid- 
dle t&strict,  (referring  to  other  resointiona  reapect- 
ll-lt.) 

Bfolted,  That  the  aopreme  executive  anthoiitiea 
ottbeStUettrfKaMaehiiMtuBayaod  ConneoUcnt 
be  respeeti*«Iy  nqneat«d  to  udat  Uie  Commisaary 
Gcsenl  of  Pn^phtaea  hi  procuring  wagons  or  teams 
let  mnonag  twelre  tlioasand  bushels  of  salt  f>om 
the  Hstent  to  the  middle  district,  ftc.,  and  in  re- 
nnmg  tbe  salt  from  thence  to  aach  jdaces  on  the 
North  BiTcr  aa  he  aball  jodge  moat  convenient. 

The  abore  eztracta  troia  the  records  of  the 
eld  Congress  show  mmt  conclusiTelj  the  sitoa- 
lion  of  tbe  country  at  thai  time,  and  their  dia- 
tren  for  the  want  of  this  necessary  of  life. 
Tiej  show  the  aaiiety  that  they  felt  to  intro- 
doM  the  mumfuoture  of  salt  into  the  oonntry, 
tod  that  tbey  lued  all  Uie  power  they  then  bad 
lo  encourage  It. 


At  that  time,  tiie  mEumfactnre  of  salt  fVom 
sea  water,  by  so]ar  evaporation,  was  com- 
menced in  m;  neighborhood  and  district.  In 
tbe  beginning,  their  inventions  were  crude  and 
imperfect,  but  tbe  manufactare  has  steadily  ad- 
vanced, and  improvements  have  constantly  been 
made  from  that  time  to  the  prewat.  No  patent 
was  taken,  and  their  improvements  have  been 
introduced  into  Rhode  Island,  OonneotlcQ^ 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  and 
other  places,  and  may  be  used  by  all  who  feel 
inoUned  to  nse  them. 

At  present,  as  appears  by  tbe  return,  tbey 
have  m  Maasaohasetts,  and  principally  m  my 
district,  a  capital  invested  in  tbe  manufaotnre 
of  salt,  amounting  to  one  million  seven  hnndred 
and  fifty-four  thousand  five  hnndred  and  aev- 
enty^siz  dollars.  They  mannfactnre  annually 
five  hnndred  and  three  thonsand  six  hnndred 
and  eighty-six  bushels  of  salt,  of  Vae  best  qual- 
ity, and  lit  for  any  nse  whatever,  fully  e^ual  to 
alum  or  Turk's  Island  salt. 

Permit  me  to  inquire  for  a  few  minutes  what 
has  been  tbe  legislation  of  our  GovenuDent 
upon  this  subject. 

In  the  very  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  17BB,  a  duty  of  six  and  a  quarter  cents 
per  bushel  was  laid  upon  tbe  importation  of 
salt.  This  duty  was  undoubtedly  Lud  for  rer- 
enue  ■  bot  have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
^htt  those  men  who  composed  that  Congress, 
and  who  were  in  part  the  same  men  who  com- 
posed tbe  old  Congress,  had  a  full  knowledge 
and  recollection  of  the  acta  of  that  Congress  m 
relation  to  salt}  Had  they  not  a  full  Knowl- 
edge of  tbe  distress  of  the  ooontrj,  and  the  ex- 
orbitant ^rice  paid  for  tbe  article!  and  had 
they  not,  m  furtherance  of  tbe  repeated  resoin- 
tiona and  recommend atioua  of  the  old  Congress 
the  intention,  by  laving  the  duty,  to  encourage 
its  manufacture!  I  cannot  believe  it  admits  of 
doubt.  In  Aogust,  17S0,  the  salt  tax  was  rwsed 
to  twelve  cents  per  bushel.  In  17ST,  to  twenty 
cents.  This  duty  was  oontinued  until  1807, 
when  it  was  repealed ;  tbe  repeal  bad  a  bad  and 
almost  minoQS  effect  upon  the  manufacturer, 
with  very  little  temporary  benefit  to  the  con- 
simier.  In  the  year  1818,  the  same  dnty  of 
twenty  cents  per  bushel  was  lud.  This  act 
was  limited  to  continne  until  one  year  after  the 
close  of  tbe  war,  and  no  longer,  Hence  it  has 
been  called  a  war  duty  in  this  House.  I  per- 
ceive not  tbe  distinction  attempted  to  be  set  up, 
but  let  gentlemen  remember,  that,  on  tbe  ei- 
piration  of  tbe  period  limited,  in  April,  1SI6, 
the  limitation  was  removed,  and  tbe  tax  was 
made  as  perpetual  as  any  other  tax.  it  has 
oontinued  from  that  period  until  the  presenL 
Under  the  influence  of  this  duty,  the  various 
salt  manufactories,  on  the  seaboard  and  in  tbe 
interior,  have  been  brought  into  operation. 
They  have  been  every  year  increasing.  They 
hare  been  in  a  great  measure  successful.  New 
improvements  have  been  added  every  year  in 
the  cheapness  and  quality  of  the  salt.  The 
capital  employed,  I  think,  must  exceed  eight 
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nillionB  of  dollars.  It  con  be  used  for  no  other 
purpose.  We  maaafacture  at  this  time,  in  the 
oonntry,  nearl;  five  millioDB  of  bashels  7earl7, 
and  more  than  half  the  average  qoantity  nsed 
for  foorteea  years  past.  The  competition  in 
the  market  on  ihe  waboard,  where  foreign  salt 
must  be  broueht,  Las  reduced  the  price  very 
much.  It  could  not  be  mnoh  reduced  by  a  re- 
peal of  the  dnty,  and  in  a  few  years  wonld  be 
higher  if  the  dutj  was  repealed.  Salt  is  import- 
ed principally  in  ships  as  ballast.  The  importer 
guns  litUe,  very  little,  for  freight,  for  the  rea- 
son I  have  given ;  otherwise,  a  tair  charge  for 
freight  woold  be  three  times  what  is  non  ' 
tsjned.  I  r^ret  it,  on  acooant  of  the  ] 
chant ;  bat  in  each  a  case,  be  ooght  and  i 
yield  bis  profit  tor  the  public  good. 

It  ahocild  be  onderstood  that  the  mannfactare 
of  salt  on  the  seaboard  can  be  suocessMly  pros- 
ecnted  with  a  small  capital.  Those  who  are 
longer  able  to  pnrsae  the  life  of  seamen, 
many  cases  erect  a  small  mannfactory  for  salt. 
There  are  more  than  ei^ht  hundred  of  these 
small  factories  in  my  district ;  their  salt  is  taken 
away  in  small  vessels,  and  carried  to  market  b 
varions  parte  of  the  country.  Kotbing  can  b 
so  well  calculated  to  produce  severe  competi 
tion,  and  thereby  reduce  the  price,  as  utes 
manufacturers  meeting  the  importer.  Their 
competition  with  each  other,  and  with  the  im- 
porter, has  reduced  it  to  the  lowest  price,  not 
eiceediog  thirty  cents  for  fifty-six  pounds. 

Bat  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  that 
the  duty  on  salt  is  no  part  of  the  tariff.  What 
is  the  tarifi't  What  do  gentlemen  nnderstand 
by  encouragement  to  mannfacturee  t  Have  we 
any  law  by  which  mannftetQres  are  encouraged, 
other  than  the  tariff  of  dnties  on  the  importa- 
tion of  similar  articles?  Have  we  any  ple^e 
for  the  permanency  of  those  laws,  except  it  be 
the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  Congress }  Have 
I  not  shown  that  salt  was  an  article  for  which 
the  country  suffered  much  in  the  days  of  the 
Tevolutian — that  they  were.aniions  then  to  en- 
conrage  it-— that  the  laws,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government^  and  especially  fanoa 
1816,  more  than  fourteen  years,  nave  had  that 
effect  1  and  are  we  not  to  suppose  they  were 
intended  to  have  that  effect  t  Is  it  not  an  ar- 
ticle essential  to  life,  and,  therefore,  to  inde- 
pendence } 

Who,  then,  can  aay,  witli  any  plausibility, 
that  the  duties  on  salt  were  not  intended  to 
bring  forward  and  encourage  its  mannfactnre, 
at  least  as  mnch  as  that  of  any  other  article  in 
the  tariff}  How  are  we  to  learn  what  article 
is  to  be  protected,  bat  from  the  dnties  and  the 
lawt 

Kuch  has  been  said  of  the  exorbitant  price 

?aid  for  salt  in  varions  parts  of  the  country, 
et,  by  the  mercv  of  a  kind  Providence,  the 
whole  ocean  affords  the  means  of  producing  it, 
and  springs  mnch  Salter  than  the  ocean  abonnd 
in  the  interior,  in  varions  parts  of  the  country ; 
and  all  now  have  skill  to  mannfactare  salt. 
The  price  is  not,  u  it  oaoe  was,  high  in  any 


part  of  the  coontir.  Neither  the  poor  nor  rich 
are  saffering  on  that  acooant.  Salt,  ooinpared 
to  its  valne,  is  heavy,  and  transportation  ex- 
pensive. The  price,  therefore,  mnst,  in  a  great 
measure,  depend  npon  the  distance  it  is  trans- 
ported on  roads,  and  the  eharaeter  of  those 
roads.  Bnt,  inconsiderately,  the  price  of  trans- 
portation is  oha^^ed  to  the  duty.  The  price  of 
salt  on  the  seaboard  is  regalar  and  reasonable. 
Onr  dnties,  in  the  first  instance,  if  they  affect 
the  price  at  all,  can  only  affect  it  on  tlie  sea- 
board, where  it  Is  imported.  How,  then,  can 
men  expect  relief  in  the  interior  so  mnoh  talked 
about  t  I  know  It  may  be  a  popular  snljeet  to 
hold  out  to  a  certdn  ckss  of  men,  bnt  it  is  de- 
lusive. The  price  ts  now  low  where  it  is  im- 
ported. The  very  duties  so  mnch  complied 
of^  have  oontribnted  to  keep  it  low,  and  pre- 
vent finotuations;  and  the  relief  songht  by 
those  alone  who  have  occasion  of  complaint,  is 
sought  from  a  wrong  sonroe.  Rednce  the  price 
of  transportation  by  canals,  railroads,  or  other 
good  roads,  and  then  the  object  will  be  effected, 


higher  respect  and  consideration — find  relief. 
I  regret  to  find  so  mnch  oppomtion  to  this  dnty 
from  the  South.  The  mannfaeturera  at  the 
North  take  their  flonr  and  com,  and  would  de- 
sire to  furnish  tbem  with  salt  in  exchange. 
Both  are  necessaries,  for  rich  and  poor,  and  Uie 
exchange  might  be  mutually  beneficial.  It  has 
been  carried  on  to  aome  extent,  and  was  par- 
ticularly beneficial  during  the  late  war. 

It  has  been  urged,  with  great  spirit,  that  cer- 
tain monopolists  have  ohu^d  an  extravagant 
price  for  salt,  and  oppreesed  the  people.  1  sm 
as  hostile  to  monopolies  and  moDopolists  as  any 
man.  Bnt  one  case  of  the  kind.  I  believe,  is 
known.  Where  is  thatt  Far  in  the  interior 
where  a  dnty  of  five  or  ten  cents  could  not  in 
the  smsllest  degree  afibct  the  price.  Uonopo- 
lies,  in  this  free  and  enterprismg  conntir,  can 
never  exist  to  any  considerable  extent,  and  they 
will  be  of  short  duration.  A  high  price  will 
have  the  effect  to  call  forth  the  efforts  of  the 
enterprising — new  salt  springs  will  be  discov- 
ered, and  transportation  will  be  facilitated — the 
price  will  be  reduced — good  will  come  out  of 
evil.  Onr  legislation  ought  not,  in  the  present 
case,  to  be  inflaenoed  by  these  cases  of  com- 
plaint, beeanse  we  are  legislating  for  the  nation; 
and  if  onr  laws  are  particolarly  prepared  for 
the  few  exoeptions  named,  thej  wiU  b«  illy 
adapted  to  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and,  besides,  it  is  a  perfect  answer  in  the 
present  cose,  that  our  legislation  could  not  af- 
ford the  relief  so  mnch  desired. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Witnk.) 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  is  greatly  diseased 
with  the  proposition  to  reconsider  the  rote  of 
yesterday.  He  speaks  in  harsh  language,  and 
calls  it  bargdn  and  sale.  Sir,  I  tmst  ^tlemon 
will  not  be  deterred  from  doing  their  doty  hy 
any  oeasnre  or  denunciation  from  any  quarter. 
Oar  whole  GovemmeDt,  from  its  o 
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TD«ni  to  Uiis  time,  has  been  a  ayatem  of  cooces- 
Hoa  ud  compromiBe.  We  could  not  exist  if  it 
v«r«  otherwiae.  B;  oompromiM,  I  tnetm  hon- 
onUe  and  Jnat  compromiBe— I  mean  that  mn- 
tul  forbearaooe  and  regard  to  tbe  intereats  of 
Dtben  vhioh  aho<ald  induce  each  to  peld  some- 
tMiLg  of  vhM  might  seem  moat  for  the  inter- 
euof  lua  constitnenta.  We  are  leglalating  for 
iIL  The  Sonth  have  called  upon  ns  londl;  to 
■ffixd  them  reiiel  The;  eomplain  of  great  di»- 
treaa.  Thejr  aak  tu  to  yield,  to  compromiae. 
DUtreas  ia  oomparatire,  and  the  relief  called 
for  toar  be  qsestioDable — but  that  the  North, 
the  m^oritj,  are  bound  to  euunine  and  invee- 
tigate  the  BQbject,  I  have  no  doubt.  We  are 
boond  to  exunine,  beoaoM  it  maj  be  the  dnty 
of  the  North  to  yield  aomething  of  their  own 
interest  bj  way  of  oompromiae.  Tbe  TarioDs 
intereata  of  the  conntry  are  a  anbjeot  of  com- 
promiBe, aod  so  are  the  various  maonf^tures 
of  the  oonntry.  One  part  of  the  oonntry  pro- 
dncM  one  article  of  manu&ctnre,  and  another 
pirt  of  the  oonntry  another  article.  If  a  re- 
daetion  ti  dntlea  bo  propoaed,  the  whole  sub- 
ject oodit  to  be  tboroQgbly  and  candidly  ex- 
uniDcd  Tlie  anl{jeot  onght  not  to  be  tonohed 
mder  the  infloflnae  of  lo<»l  or  political  feelings. 
Tlie  trae  spirit  erf  an  honorable  compromise,  re- 
gaiding  the  mod  cFf  others  as  well  aa  our  own, 
Dof^t  to  inflneDoe  our  condnct.  Iroo  ia  pro- 
duHd  in  some  parta  ot  the  oonntiy,  sugar  in 
othen,  lead  in  others,  tK.  Shall  we  repeal  the 
daty,  st  once,  aa  one  of  the  articles  named,  be- 
cuae  DOT  own  part  of  the  oomitry  may  not 
luppoi  to  prodnce  the  article,  and,  of  oonrse, 
tticoDBomers)  If  that  narrow  priooipteHhoiild 
pnTBil,  we  ahonld  immediately  repeal  the  tanff 
OB  BTery  article.  For  in  tbe  M«duotion  of 
»h«t  article  ia  one-third  of  the  Lnited  States 
directly  int«reetedt  We  must  act  upon  the 
principle  of  mutual  compromise,  and  that  lib- 
trd  prindDle  of  political  aa  well  as  moral  duty, 
whidk  shal]  indnce  oa  to  r^ard  the  good  of 
ciben  as  well  as  our  own. 

In  ap^cation  to  the  aubjeot  hnmediately  be- 
(tn  m,  I  do  not  object  to  oonaidering  the  tariff: 
I  think  it  miffat  be  modified,  amended,  and 
Initially  npetSed^  much  for  the  benefit  of  all. 
But  this  is  not  the  proper  oonrse.  We  ahoold 
not  Uke  one  iaolat^  article,  and  repeal  it.  By 
w  doing,  ire  should  not  aot  liberally,  or  aa 
RattKDenonght  to  act  t  hoped  that  the  tariff 
voold  hare  been  modified,  and  I  believe  it 
loigLt,  hut  for  the  indisoriminate  seal  and  nn- 
■•nintable  violenoe  of  a  part,  at  least,  of  those 
*1»  maiiilwt  ereat  boatUUy  against  ail  manu- 
worta.  I  think  nothing  is  wanting  to  effect 
Miefldal  amendments,  but  a  temper  of  moder- 
"ivn  and  ft^bearanoe  which  will  result  in  mn- 
twl  twnpmmiae. 

It  has  bMD  urged  with  warmtii  by  a  number 
*M  hare  spoken  upon  the  ntject,  that  salt  is 
>»Keiaary  of  life,  used  by  the  poor  as  well  as 
Ita  rich,  tod  that  on  tiiat  acconnt  the  duty 
°^t  to  be  repealed.  It  haa  been  the  wisdom 
•w  fiiliej  of  all  dviliied  natiou  to  prodnce,  if 
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poMible,  within  their  own  country,  the  necos- 
aariea  of  life.  Is  auch  policy  questionable  1 
Oar  own  wants  and  distresaes,  and  eapecially 
tlie  distress  of  the  poor  for  salt  within  tbe  reo- 
oUection  of  some  geotiemen  who  now  hear 
me,  ought  to  be  a  conclusiTe  answer  upon  this 
point.  The  duty  paid  upon  salt  for  a  nnmber 
of  years  past,  baa  not  increased,  although  the 
number  of  iuhabitanta  has  doubled.  The  man- 
ufactories have  increased  aa  fast  as  the  people. 
Destroy  these  manufactories,  and  the  price  of 
salt  would  not  be  diminished,  eren  in  time  of 
frieadly  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  be- 
cause present  prices  would  not  more  than  pay 
a  reasonable  freight,  and,  if  twice  the  qnantity 
were  imported,  it  could  not  be  brought  in  bal- 
last, as  at  present,  for  little  or  no  oompenaa- 
tion ;  nor  wonld  merchants  consent  to  do  it, 
were  it  not  for  their  manufacturing  competitora. 
But  suppose  any  interruption  of  our  friendly 
relationa  should  occur,  what  would  then  be  our 
situation  ?  Rich  and  poor,  but  especially  the 
poor,  must  suffer  as  ttiey  have  done  for  the 
want  of  salt.  As  an  independent  nation,  we 
ought  not  to  be  subject  to  such  tusualties,  but 
we  ought  to  have  the  means  of  anhsiatenoe 
within  ourselTea, 

I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  examine  and  re- 
tIm  tbe  tariff.  I  have  no  doubt  it  can  be  im- 
prored;  but  I  protest  against  taking  a  single 
article.  No  portion  of  the  ooimtry  has  been 
fm  my  opinion)  bo  severely  taxed  as  that  which 
I  repreaeut ;  and  no  interest  so  severely  taxed 
as  the  navigating;  interest  Bhall  they  have  no 
relief?  Is  salt  the  only  article  affecting  mana- 
fBCturee,  worthy  of  onr  notice  ?  I  have  always 
believed  that  we  could  easily  ameliorate  the  po- 
litical tariff  of  1626,  without  iqjury  to  any  in- 
terest. 

Salt  is  an  essential  of  life.  The  importance 
of  its  msnu&ctnre  cannot  be  questioned.  The 
greater  part  used  is  now  manufactured  in  this 
country.  The  mannfactoriea  are  increasing  and 
improving.  The  price  of  salt,  owing  to  the 
competition  of  mannfactnrers  and  importers,  ia 
kept  pretty  ateady  and  low,  and  will  be  grad- 
ually reduced.  I  trust,  under  such  circnm- 
stanoes,  we  shall  not  repeal  the  duty  on  salt, 
and  that  the  vote  of  yeaterday,  wbioh  I  think 
passed  without  mature  oomdderation,  will  be 
reconsidered, 

Mr.  Vinton  said :  AStet  the  repeated  de- 
cisions of  the  House,  during  the  present  session, 
against  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  aalt,  I  must 
confess  I  did  not  anticipate  the  vote  of  yester- 
day, on  that  branch  of  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  fWnn  South  Carolina  (Mr.  MoDumx) 
to  the  bill  then  nnder  oonuderation.  It  was 
my  intention  to  have  given  a  aUent  vote  on  that 
bill ;  but  considering  that  proposition  to  be  a 
blow  struck  at  the  whole  aystem  of  domestic 
indnstry,  dependent  as  that  system  is,  and  ever 
must  be,  upon  all  its  parts  for  support,  I  cannot 
refhun  from  saying  that  that  vote  did  not 
merely  surprise  me,  but  filled  me  with  alarm 
for  the  safety  of  the  mannfaotnring  interest  in 
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general.  Could  I  have  at  all  snlicipated  the 
result  of  tbe  vote  then  about  to  be  given,  I 
flbonld  not  have  permitted  it  to  pan  in  eilenoe. 
The  onlj  apolog}'  1  shall  now  offer  for  throw- 
ing myself  upon  the  attention  of  the  House,  ia, 
that  some  of  m;  eoDstitnents  have  a  direct,  and 
all  of  them  an  indirect,  interest  in  this  quea- 
tioD,  and  tbej  all  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  ma- 
terially iiyored  by  the  proposed  rednclion  of 
duty.  I  cannot  think  the  extent  of  the  domes- 
tie  niAnnfiicture  of  salt,  and  the  importance  of 
that  interest,  were  generally  nnderBtt>od,  or  had 
been  attentively  oonaidered  by  the  Hoose,  be- 
fore the  vote  of  yesterday.  In  tbe  scale  of  im- 
Sert&noe,  I  think  the  tnannfactare  of  ealc  standa 
ecidedly  next  after  the  great  fabrics  of  cotton, 
wool,  iron,  and  leather.  The  annual  consamp- 
tion  of  salt  in  the  United  States  does  not  varj 
very  tai  from  eight  millions  of  buehels.  Of  this 
amount,  about  five-eighths  are  of  domeetic  pro- 
dnction.  It  appears  from  tbe  last  financial  i 
port,  that  the  importation  of  salt  daring  the 
year  A.  D.  1828,  which  went  into  the  consump- 
tion  of  the  country,  amonnted  to  two  million 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  four 
hondred  and  eighty-riz  bushels  lOf  fifty-six 
pounds  each.  Tiie  home  mannfaoture  may  be 
set  down  at  about  five  millions  of  bnshels.  Tbe 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
at  the  present  sesaion,  on  the  subject  of  tbe 
tnauafactnre  of  salt,  gives  the  returns  of  the 
borne  manofaetnre  at  three  milllion  eight  hun- 
dred and  fom-  thonaand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  bushels.  It  will  be  recollected 
tbat,  for  went  of  precise  information,  the 
amount  mannfaotnred  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania U  omitted.  He  has,  however,  collected 
SQOh  data  as  to  Justify  ns  in  eetiinatJng  the 
amount  manufactured  in  different  parts  of  that 
State  at  seven  or  eight  hondred  thonaand  bnsh- 
els. In  the  tabular  Btatement  of  the  return 
from  Ohio,  I  notice  a  mistake  has  been  com- 
mitted of  sixty  or  eighty  thousand  bosbels ;  the 
retom  of  the  manuMcture  in  one  neighborhood 
being  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  barrels, 
which  in  the  table  is  erroneously  aet  down  at 
that  number  of  bushels  only.  There  are  in  the 
district  tliat  I  represent  several  manufactories 
not  noticed,  which  must  produce  some  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  bushels  in  all.  The  Treasury  De- 
partment, I  presume,  were  not  apprised  of  their 
existence ;  and  there  ore  doubtJesa  many  other 
emaU  establishments  in  different  sections  of  the 
country,  of  which  they  have  no  knowledge  at 
tliBt  department.  The  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested to  this  branch  of  mannfaoture  may  be 
put  down  at  five  millions  of  dollan,  all  of 
which,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  will  be  put  m 
Jeopardy  by  the  reduction  of  duty.  The  do- 
mestic is  now  rapidly  gaining  ground  apon  the 
imported  article.  The  consumption  of  salt 
imported  into  the  United  Stales  In  the  year 
179S,  when  the  population  of  the  country  was 
.  only  about  one-Uiird  its  present  ntunlier,  ex- 
ceeded the  consDmption  for  the  year  1828,  that 
year  being  tlie  last  Treasni?  retom.     The  im- 


portation for  the  three  yean  preceding  1B2S 
considerably  diminished,  till,  in  that  year,  it 
fell  down  to  the  amount  before  stated. 

How  is  this  fact  to  be  accounted  fort  Hn 
the  consumption  of  the  oountry  diminished  in 
this  necessary  of  life,  while  its  popnlataoti  bu 
been  iuoreasing  ?  The  true  soluttoti  ia,  that  tlw 
domestic  production  has  been  rapidly  increas- 
ing, and  by  its  competition  preanng  the  fowga 
salt  into  narrower  limita,  or  driving  it  out  of 
market.  The  effect  of  this  competition  is  to 
cheapen  the  price  of  the  formgn  article.  It  ii 
a  consideration  of  much  importanoe,  that  tha 
manufacture  of  salt  ia  more  generally  difi'oeed 
through  the  conntry  tlum  an;  one  <^  the  great 
interests,  tbe  protection  of  which  has  engrossed 
the  attention  of  Congrees.  Nature  has  w  dis- 
tributed her  booaties  in  the  diSiiricKi  of  the 
sources  of  this  branch  of  manaiiactnre,  tliatim 
considerable  section  of  the  country  need  b«  de- 
pendent upon  another  for  the  supply  of  tki) 
necessary  article  of  human  subsistence. 

MassBohnaetta,  Kew  York,  Pennsylvaniis 
Virginia,  and  Ohio  are  the  States  that  take  ths 
lead  in  Its  manufacture.  But  there  ia  scarcely 
a  State  in  any  section  of  tbe  Unitw,  that  doM 
not  mann&otnre  it  to  a  greater  or  leaa  eiteuL 
On  tbe  whole  line  of  oar  seashore,  and  espe- 
cially along  the  coasts  of  the  Bonthem  SUM 
and  Florida,  great  natural  boilities  must  evuy- 
where  exist  for  its  production,  while  the  in- 
terior is  snpplied  with  inexbaustiUe  subter- 
ranean springs  of  salt  water.  Permit  me,  bit, 
to  direct  jour  attention  to  the  state  of  this 
manufacture  m  the  different  districts  of  coun- 
try where  it  is  earned  mi,  and  see  whether  it 
can  be  sustained  under  tbe  proposed  redncti<a 
of  duty.  Amoug  the  Hew  England  States, 
Uassachusetts  is  the  most  deeply  interested, 
having  near  two  millions  of  dollars  invteted  in 
that  branch  of  business.  The  document  before 
mentioned  shows  that  it  is  there  barely  a  living 
business,  the  profits  being  redoced,  U  least,  to 
a  level  with  labor  in  other  enqiloyments. 

The  proposed  reduction  must,  therefore,  in- 
evitably rum  the  mannfaeture  m  that  section  of 
country.  How  will  it  be  in  Kew  York,  where 
the  manufacture  is  carried  on  mora  extensively 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  I  The 
same  document  also  shows  that  it  is  with  diffi- 
culty the  manniaotnrer  can  sustain  himself.  I 
nnderstond  the  domestic  salt  finds  ila  way  toto 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  is  strnggling  with 
the  foreign  production  for  that  great  maij:et. 

The  d^estic  comjtctition  has  bo  rednoed  the 
price,  that  imported  salt  will  not  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  freight,  and  comas  in  almost  wholly  as 
ballast ;  and,  coming  in  this  way,  it  pays  little 

Suppose,  sir,  yon  rednoe  tbe  duty  to  ton 
its,  now  would  the  matter  stand  between  tbe 
domestic  manufacturer  and  the  importer  f 

The  averoge  value  of  foreign  salt  is  set  down 
to  the  eommercial  report  at  eight  cents  per 
bushel,  which,  from  the  best  information  1  caa 
get,  is  at  least  its  full  cost  abroad ;  duty,  ten 
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kqU  ;  miting  tb»  oost,  independent  of  freight, 
Mgbteen  oeats.  Tlie  cost  of  prodnotion  at  tbe 
Kev  York  wrarkBuaiglit  and  &  half  eenta;  dutjr 
u  the  Slata,  tirdre  atid  s  half  cents ;  cost 
of  bvreb,  Sre  oenta  per  boahel ;  m&king  the 
cost  tweotj-six  oenta  perAnshel  when  ready 
far  mirk«t ;  '"■'^^"g  a  difference  in  ooet,  inde- 
peodmt  of  freight,  Ot  dght  oenta  per  bnabel  in 
liTOT  ttf  the  importer.  The  foreign  salt  cornea 
in  bulk  aa  wdl  M  in  ballast,  thos  saTing  the  ez- 
pccN  of  barrela.  But  the  domestic  ealt  haa  not 
tbe  advantage  of  going  to  market  as  ballast — it 
maS  pa;  freight  and  t«llB  on  the  oanal,  and 
freight  down  tjbe  Hndaon  to  the  citj.  Is  it  not 
appwent  tbat,  in  this  state  of  the  tntde,  the  for* 
eigti  salt  vonld  drive  tbe  domestic  ont  of  the 
market  of  Hew  York,  and  tranafer  the  theatre 
of  competition  from  the  city  to  the  Tery  doors 
of  the  manofiHtarer,  and,  in  mj  great  revol- 
rion  of  trade^  l»«ak  him  down  even  theret 

Permit  me,  lir,  to  preHent  thi«  operation  in 
mother  aqwot  The  foreiga  and  domeetio  salt 
meet  and  alter  into  competition  in  tbe^tj; 
tbe  foraign  would  paj  a  dntv  of  ten  cente,  and 
th«  latter  of  twelve  and  a  hdf  oents  per  bushel. 
I  My  he  would  pa^  it,  becanse  to  the  mannfao- 
tnrer  it  ii  precisely  the  Bame  thing  whether  he 
pari  tbat  som  into  the  Traasory  <tf  the  State  of 
Kew  Yoric,  or  into  the  Traasory  of  the  United 
Stales.  He  would  pa]^  then,  two  and  a  half 
cnts  per  bushel  more  dnty  than  the  importer. 
The  <Mst  of  the  foreiga  article  being  only  eight 
ixn.lt,  the  difference  is  thirty-two  per  cent,  on 
thu  eost,  and  is  exactly  the  same  thing  as  if  a 
diKriminating  duty  of  thirty-two  per  oent. 
««re  imposea  in  &vor  of  tbe  importer  of  the 
Imelga  product.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this 
freat  and  Tkliuble  conoem  mnst  sink  in  that 
MUe,  if  soch  an  adrantage  1*  given  to  tbe  for- 
ngn  cTer  the  domesdo  product.  The  compe- 
fibm  is  now  so  closely  cont^ted,  tbat  the  eon- 
BUDerof  fordgnaaltis,  in  point  of  fkct,  relieved 
bom  tbe  payment  of  freight.  Bat  suppose  the 
inj  reduced,  and  the  domestio  manufactarer 
bnken  op,  what,  thw,  wonld  be  the  course  of 
VtAtJ  The  importation  would  then  become  a 
rcfnlai  bnsineas,  and  salt  ooiUd  afford  to  pay 
freight 

A  part  of  the  iiavigatlon  of  tbe  country  would 
p  into  the  aalt  trade  for  the  freight  The  oon- 
snaer  would  pay  ton  oenta  less  duty  than  be- 
fn^ :  bnt  he  would  pay  ten  cente  more  for  the 
^ht,  and  conwqoetitl^  wonld  find  himself 
pndMly  where  he  now  is,  with  this  important 
Terence — he  has  annihilated  a  large  .amoant 
"f  capital,  and  lost  a  valuable  domestio  market. 
ConpLtints  have  been  made  here  of  the  dnty 
^  to  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  mann- 
^ctnien,  and  they  who  make  them  would 
^"■npel  her  to  repeal  it.  I  understand  the  dnty 
''pledged  by  the  oonstitutioa  of  tbe  Btate  to 
uie  ptyment  of  tbe  canal  debt,  and  is  therefore 
tammable,  and  not  under  the  control  of  her 
WisUtnre.  I  do  not  think  it  a  just  snbjact  of 
Nni^sinl,  so  as  to  Justify  ns  in  enacting  laws 
to  War  upon  that  fnnd  and  npon  the  oonstitu- 
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tion  of  the  State.  It  onght  to  be  home  in  mind 
tbat  the  Kew  York  C^al  was  the  first  great 
enterprise  of  the  kind  nndertaken  in  this  coun- 
try. It  was  important  to  give  stability  to 
the  credit  of  the  State,  and  nothing  could  more 
effectually  do  that,  than  the  provision  in  the 
constitution.  The  rest  of  the  ooontry,  surely, 
owes  that  Btate  something  for  the  experience 
we  have  all  soqnired  at  her  expense,  and  for 
the  moral  infiuenoe  she  has  spread  over  the 
Union  by  her  example.  Nor  ought  the  multi- 
plied benefits  that  almost  every  Mctiou  of  the 
country  derives  from  her  oanals,  to  he  wholly 
forgotten  here.  Passing  on  from  New  York  to 
Pennsylvania,  we  find  her  salt  manu&ctoriea  ' 
situated  in  the  weetem  district  of  tbat  State, 
and  directly  on  the  line  of  tbe  canal  now  con- 
structing over  the  Alleghany  mountains,  to 
nnito  the  waters  of  tbe  Atlantic  with  those  of 
the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie.  The  cost  of  produc- 
tion is  Huppoaed  to  be  about  twenty  cents,  say 
twenty-five  cents   per   bushel,  including  the 

There  oan  be  but  little  donht  that  if  the  pres- 
ent dnty  is  retained,  the  salt  of  weetem  Penn- 
sylvania  will,  so  soon  as  this  canal  is  opened, 
oompete  with  tbe  imported  article  for  the  mar* 
ket  of  Philadelphia  precisely  as  tbe  salt  of 
western  New  York  now  does  for  the  market  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  Should  this  be  the 
case,  the  tolls  and  transportation  arising  from 
the  business  will  be  of  no  inconsiderable  im- 
portance to  that  State.  It  is  therefore  the  nn- 
Qoobt«d  interest  of  PeimBylvania  to  sustain  and 
foster  its  manofactoret  Going  stiU  tUrther 
weet,  the  principal  seat  of  this  description  of 
manufacturing  interest  in  that  section  of  the 
Onited  States,  is  on  the  hanks  of  the  great 
Eenbawa,  in  Western  Virginia.  Kanufac- 
tories  on  a  small  scale  are  found  on  the  Ohio, 
the  Muskingum,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
western  coimtiy.  The  manufacture  on  the 
Eenbawa  amounts  to  about  a  million  of  huahela 
per  annum.  1  believe  the  production  has, 
under  peculiar  excitements,  gone  much  higher 
than  that  amount,  reaching  amillion  and  a  half; 
bat  the  result  was  a  very  general  bankmptey 
of  all  who  were  engaged  in  the  busiaeas.  Tak- 
ing all  the  manufactories  in  the  western  coon- 
try,  in  the  aggregate,  the  average  cost  of  pro- 
dnotion to  the  mantifaoturer  may  be  set  down 
at  about  twenty-live  oenta  per  buahel,  when 

Sacked  in  barrels  ready  for  market.  Let  the 
aty  on  salt  be  reduced  to  ten  cents,  cost  of  for- 
eign salt  eight  centa,  freight  at  half  the  cost, 
say  four  cents,  and  the  oost  of  foreign  salt  in 
New  Orleans  wonld  be  twenty-two  cents  per 
bushel.  The  cost  of.  production  at  the  door  of 
the  manufacturer,  wnen  ready  for  market, 
wonld  be,  at  least,  equal  to  the  coat  of  the  for- 
eign salt  in  New  Orleans  to  the  importer.  Now, 
sir,  permit  me  to  inquire,  how  wonld  this  trade 
operate  in  that  state  of  things  t  In  tbe  first 
place,  the  foreign  salt  is  considered  the  better, 
article,  and,  consequently,  would  take  posses- 
sion of  the  market  at  the  same  price.    In  the 
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next  place  it  becomes  material  to  look  at  the 
geographical  potation  of  these  nannfactories, 
their  markets,  and  the  means  of  transportation. 
These  eatablishmenta  are  sitoatfid  on  the  very 
margin  of  the  narigable  waters  leading  into  the 
Missisaippi. 

Their  prodaots  descend  the  Ohio,  and  ascend 
its  tribntaries,  penetrating  into  the  heart  of  In- 
diana, Kentacky,  Tennessee,  and  I  believe  into 
the  conntrj  bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  meet- 
ing the  imported  salt  and  competing  with  it  on 
that  river.  The  transportation  is  now  mainly 
hj  steam.  The  amonnt  of  steam  tonnage  now 
very  great,  is  every  year  inoreBMng,  and  has  a 
constant  tendency  to  overdo  itself.  What 
would  he  the  operation  on  all  that  vast  theatre 
that  may  be  denominated  the  middle  ground 
between  the  manufacturers  of  the  upper  conn- 
^,  and  the  importer  of  salt  at  New  Orleans} 
The  descending  cargo  consists  chiefly  of  bnlky 
Bgricaltural  products,  while  the  retarn  freight 
ts  composed  of  manufactured  articles,  occnpymg 
mnch  less  space.  It  is  therefore  apparent,  that, 
in  the  regular  coarse  of  business,  and  in  that 
state  of  things  to  which  that  navigation  is  fast 
approximating,  the  amount  of  tonnage  required 
to  perform  the  descending  will  tBr  exceed  that 
of  the  ascending  navigation.  To  make  np  this 
deficiency  of  freight,  rait  would  be  carried  up 
the  river  at  almost  a  nominal  price ;  (at  least 
at  a  freight  not  exceeding  the  price  of  down- 
ward freight;)  and  coming  into  New  Orleans 
in  the  first  place  as  ballast,  and  then  up  the 
Uisaisaippi  and  Ohio  from  a  similar  necessity, 
there  can  be  notliing  pledner  than  that  the  man- 
ufacturers would  he  overwhelmed  with  a  flood 
of  foreign  salt  at  their  very  doors,  whenever 
the  steam  navigation  went  a  litUe  beyond  the 
business  of  the  country,  which  an  active  com- 
petition gives  it  a  constant  tendency  to  do.  It 
la  needless  to  add  that  the  manufactnrer  mnst 
rank  under  this  state  of  things,  and,  when  once 
down,  could  never  rise  again.  These  manufac- 
tories are  indeedfar  in  the  int*rior[  bat,  in  the 
present  state  of  steam  navigation,  distance  ia 
almost  annihilated,  and  the  perfection  to  which 
that  navigation  will  no  doubt  shortly  arrive, 
will  place  them  in  almost  the  precise  situation 
they  would  be,  if  a  navigable  arm  of  the  sea 
put  np  to  them  from  the  Onlf  of  Uexioo.  I  am 
mOy  convinced  the  proposed  redaction  of  dnty 
woold  greatly  endanger,  if  it  did  not  destroy, 
the  capital  now  invested  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  While  the  farmer  wonld  loee  the  val- 
uable market  which  these  establishments  create 
for  his  prodnota,  he  would,  at  the  same  time, 
be  compelled  to  pay  more  for  his  salt  than  he 
now  does.  To  uie  mannfaoturer,  the  capital 
employed  would  become  in  a  gre^  degree  val- 
neless;  he  cooid  not  convert  it  to  any  other 
nae,  as  some  gentiemen  seem  to  imagine.  For 
example,  ha  has  a  well  perforated  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  through  solid  rock,  three, 
four,  five,  and  even  six  hnndred  feet,  nntil  he 
'strikes  the  saline  water.  What  could  be  do 
with  this  expensive  bole  in  the  earth?     To 
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what  other  business  or  use  ooold  he  transfer  it) 
Certainly  to  none. 

While  speaking  of  the  salt  manufacture  in 
the  West,  I  beg  leave  to  direct  your  atlention 
for  a  few  moments  to  a  topic  of  a  local  charac- 
ter, connect«d  withthia  subject.  The  district 
of  country  along  on  the  Ohio,  and  particularly 
at  Cincinnati  and  its  vicinity,  is  largely  engaged 
in  the  export  of  pork  to  New  Orleans,  andfrom 
thence  to  other  porta.  The  salt  manufactured 
in  the  interior  does  not  answer  the  purpose  of 
pickling  for  exportation  as  well  as  the  coane 
miported  eolt.  On  that  account,  pork  goes  Ic 
New  Orleans,  imperfectiy  pickled,  where  it  13 
repacked  in  foreijtn  aalt  at  a  considerable  chai^ 
Now.  sir,  I  noticed  that  mr  colleagues  from 
that  Immediate  neighborhood  voted,  yeeterdsy, 
to  reduce  the  dnty  on  salt,  thinking,'no  donbl, 
the  reduction  would  have  the  effect  of  transfer- 
ring the  business  of  packing  trom  New  Orleans 
to  Otncinnati  The  object  la  certwnly  very  de- 
sirable. Bnt;  if  my  colleagues  will  pardon  me 
for  presenting  a  Mngle  conaideration  to  them  in 
particular,  I  think  I  can  satis^  them  that  the 
proposed  rednction  of  dnty  would  not  efiect 
their  object.  Let  the  duty  be  reduced  ten 
cents,  and  we  will  suppose  a  corresponding  re- 
duction would  take  place  in  the  price  of  salt 
You  have  ohonged  the  actual  price  both  at  New 
Orleans  and  at  Cincinnati;  but  the  relative 
price  remains  unaltered. 

The  packer,  who  pickled  a  barrel  of  pork  in 
foreign  salt,  at  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  or 
Boston,  would  pay  precisely  the  same  amount 
of  duty,  whether  that  duty  be  ten  or  twenty 
cents.  By  the  redaction,  tiierefore,  the  packer 
at  Cincinnati  gidns  no  advantage  over  Uie 
packer  at  New  Orleans.  The  relative  prire 
must  change  in  favor  of  Cincinnati,  before  the 

E acker  can  have  any  inducement  to  transfer  his 
nsinesB  from  New  Orleans  to  that  place.  If 
yon  can  practically  annihilate  the  space  be- 
tween the  two  ciljea,  or  make  an  approach  to 
it ;  in  other  words,  if  you  can  get  nd  of  the 
burden  and  coat  of  transportation  between  New 
Orleans  and  Ohio,  yon  will  then  change  the 
relative  price  of  salt,  and  effect  yoai;  object. 
As  things  now  are,  the  packer  must  pay  the 
freight  of  his  aalt  up  the  river,  and  then  pay 
freight  back  agtun  on  the  same  solt  after  it  is 
converted  into  pickle-  To  avoid  the  payment 
of  these  two  freights,  it  is  his  interest  to  use 
the  f<>i^igQ  ^t  at  New  Orleans  instead  of  Cin- 
cinnati. The  proposed  remedy  moat  obviously 
does  not  reach  the  eviL 

It  is  my  belief  that  domeetio  competition  re- 
duces the  price  of  salt,  everywhere,  below  what 
it  would  be  if  it  came  into  the  country  doty 
free,  without  that  competition.  From  the 
close  of  I80T  to  1810,  salt  pud  no  dutr,  and  I 
am  informed  that  daring  that  period  the  price 
was  higher  than  it  faaa  been  since,  and  more 
fiuctoating.  I  have  but  one  con^derstion  more 
to  present,  and  that-  addresses  itself  to  the  good 
faiui  of  the  nation.  It  has  been  said  the  duty 
is  a  war  duty,  and  ought  to  be  repealed  on  that 
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sHcnnt.  Snob  ia  not  the  fut — the  ftot  of  1B18 
npired  of  its  owa  limitation  a  year  after  the 
war,  aod  waa  reviTed  in  1616,  ft  period  when 
Ihe  [«*eniie  of  the  oonntrf  was  prosperooa  and 
■bnadant  beyond  any  precedent.  That  nas 
tli«  year  when  the  foundation  wbb  laid  of  the 
Thole  protective  ayatem,  and  this  duty  mnat 
bSTe  been  impoaed  as  a  protective  daty.  The 
dnC]^  has  existed  now  fbr  seventeen  ^ ears  with- 
out inUrraption,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  large 
capital  coi^din^  in  the  faith  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  haa  gone  into  the  mannfocttire.  To  foroa 
them  to  change  their  occapation,  Is,  in  my 
opinion,  not  ouy  impolitio,  but  cniel  in  the  ex- 

Ib.  TkamaxDos  B^d  he  mnat  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  tlie  Hoose  te  a  few  remarks,  by  way  of 
eiplanation.  They  will  be  brief;  (sjud  Mr.  D.,) 
as  the  ftale  of  my  health  at  preeent  would  for- 
bid in  eierijon,  were  I  diB{K)sed  to  moke  one, 
and  OS  tbe  argnment  of  my  friend  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  VisTOs)  has  nearly  eihanated  the  anbjeot. 

I  most  confess  that  a  want  of  that  knowledge 
<tf  financial  detail  which  more  experienced 
n«mber8  of  this  body  possess,  led  me  to  vote 
jHterday  ereniag  for  the  proposed  reduction 
of  doty  on  ttlt.  1  did  this  on  acconnt  of  the 
muifest  urgency  of  aonthem  membera,  Ky 
mistake  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  ia 
coniidered  th^  thongh  not  a  young  man,  I  am 
1  jDiuig  member  of  this  Hoase,  and  that  neither 
my  priTBte  poranitA  nor  public  duties  ever  be- 
fore imposed  on  me  tbe  necessity  of  acquiring 
Ihst  intimate  aeqiiaintan(»  with  the  opierations 
of  oar  commienn&l  and  fiscal  Hyatems,  and  tbeir 
ninote  detail^  which  tre  necessary  to  tbe  mar- 
cbmt,  the  mannfactorer,  and  the  statesman. 
Uy  attention  heretofore  baa  been  tnmed  to  the 
ItWal  prindplea  alone,  on  which  onr  systema 
ofrcTenne  and  protection  are  founded. 

Perceiving  the  great  excitement  of  hope  on 
one  side,  and  alana  on  the  other,  prodnoed  by 
th£  vote  which  I  proposed  to  reconsider,  I  have 
ITiikd  myself  of  the  short  time  that  haa  ehiped. 
to  Donsnlt  some  of  tbe  pnblio  tables  and  official 
docnments  that  have  a  bearing  on  the  enbicct ; 
ud  I  am  now  satisfied  that  a  reduction  of  the 
duly  in  question,  at  the  present  time,  woold  be 
prejudicial  to  the  public  interests,  and,  in  a  pe- 
nlisr  manner,  destmotire  of  those  of  my  con- 

SinUQtSL 

1  did  not  blow,  before  now,  that  a  capital  of 
K  many  millions  was  vested  in  the  home  pro- 
duction of  this  article  of  first  necessity,  nor 
*iai,  of  the  whole  amount  of  salt  imported  from 
■tba  nations,  three-fourths  parts  come  from 
ttie  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies 
~mna  those  very  ports  which  are  sealed 
■gtiott  the  iotrodnctioa  of  our  breadstuffs  and 
^iitr  proviaons.  From  bU  other  nations  we 
mpcnt  inte  the  whole  United  States  a  qnanttty 
^  lillle  eioeeding  the  prodace  of  the  Kenhawa 

1  can  recollect  to  have  seen  is  my  connty 
|*«lie  dollars  given  for  a  bushel  of  alnm  salt. 
I  RteUect  when  the  price  of  that  article  was 
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redaced  to  eight,  and  to  five  dollars,  by  the  im- 
provement of  onr  monntatn  roada.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  the  price  stood  at  abont 
three  dollars,  antil  the  Kenhawa  and  other 
works  displaced  tbe  foreign  article  from  oar 
markets  and  consnmption.  I  remember  the 
time  when  twenty-four  bnahels  of  wheat  would 
not  pay  for  more  than  one  bushel  of  alum  salt ; 
and  I  have  seen  the  price  of  aalt  so  reduced, 
that  a  barrel  of  it  would  not  pay  for  a  barrel  of 
wheat  fiour.  And  this  great  and  beneficial 
change  is  the  result  of  improvements  in  the 
modes  of  conveyance,  and  of  the  protection  af- 
forded to  home  production  by  tanff  laws — by 
the  imposition  of  reasonable  protecting  duties 
on  foreign  importation.  Were  we  to  exclude 
foreign  salt  altogether,  ws  could  produce  the 
qnantity  necessary  for  tbe  whole  oonsamption, 
without  inconvenience.  In  the  western  coun- 
try the  exolofflon  of  foreign  salt  has  been  so 
effeotnel,  that,  in  more  than  half  of  my  district, 
I  do  not  sappose  that  one  bushel  of  foreign  salt 
has  been  consumed  within  the  last  fifteen  years. 
The  reduction  in  price  wonld  oontinne,  except 
at  a  particular  place,  if  forei^  salt  were  entirely 
excluded.  Home  producers  are  so  numerous, 
and  BO  scattered  over  the  country,  as  to  create 
that  competition  which  is  the  life  and  soul  of 
all  mannfaotnring  and  producing  operations. 

Nor  is  this  reduction  of  price  the  only  benefit 
the  farming  and  other  consnming  classes  have 
derived  from  the  protection  given  to  home  pro- 
dncers.  The  home  manufacturer  produces  a 
constant  supply,  to  be  had  in  any  quantities, 
large  or  smaU ;  and  aa  the  produce  of  onr  (arms 
and  shops  enters  into  the  consnmption  of  the 
manufactnrers  of  salt,  this  indispensable  article 
of  daily  use  ma  be  had  at  every  village,  at  any 
time,  and  in  any  qnantity,  and  can  be  pnrchased 
and  paid  for,  at  a  reduced  price,  by  our  own  pro- 
duce or  mannfactores.  Salt  baa  thos  become  a 
constant  article  of  trade  and  exohange  in  the  in- 
terior commerce  of  the  country.  Nothing  can 
be  more  obvious  than  the  trutii  that  these  in- 
calculable benefits  are  the  fruits  of  onr  system 
of  protecting  duties,  in  modem  times  called  the 
American  ayatem.  And  shall  I  be  asked  to 
surrender  these  advantages,  in  order  to  admit 
the  productions  of  that  country  which  exdodea 
ours,  by  a  permanent  system  from  which  she 
never  relaxes,  except  when  compelled  to  it  by 
necessity  t 

The  principal  steples  of  my  district  are  bread 
stuffs,  beef,  pork,  and  mannfactored  articlesi 
These  are,  by  England,  excluded  from  her  West 
India  ports  in  onr  neighborhood,  while  the 
friends  of  free  trade,  aa  they  style  themselves, 
wonld  import  tram  those  places  at  which  onr 
pork  and  beef  are  prohibited,  the  very  salt  with 
which  the  prohibited  ariicle  is  cured.  Such  a 
trade  wonld  not  be  reciprocal,  and  would  b© 
ruinous  to  western  agricniture.  1  admit  that 
the  immediate  effects  of  a  redaction  in  the  dnt; 
on  salt  would  be  a  diminution  in  the  price  of 
the  article.  This  diminution  in  price  would 
oontinne  until  our  own  esUblishmeota  wonld  be 
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rained  and  abandoDed,  and  oai  deper 
the  foreign  EoKlish  supply  agun  restored,  when 
the  price  would  be  inoreaBed,  as  formerly,  at 
tbepleasare  of  foreigoers,  and  when  cash  would 
be  demanded  in  p&yment,  and  the  supply  ren- 
dered precarious  by  all  those  accidents  and 
-veiations  attendant  on  fqreign  commerce. 
Th^„„  ^jjQ  QQ^  ii,g  by  tie  manufacture  of 
their  capitals  vested  iu  their  wells  and 
their  kettles,  and  other  implements 
res,  and  in  sums  necessary  to  carry  on 
inesB.  Beduce  the  datiea  on  foreign 
that  article  will  ascend  the  Ohio  at 
iced  prices  as  h>  fall  below  the  actoal 
irodncing  it  at  home.  When  this  is 
)  owners  most  abandon  their  works, 
their  capitals  in  other  pnrsaits.  For 
me,  our  supply  from  abroad  might  be 
od  cheap,  and  might  continue  so  nnt" 
Stic  manufacture  wuuld  be  everywhei 
d ;  and  then  we  wonld  be  inevitably 
1  to  purcliase  at  higher  prices,  in  an 
market,  for  ready  caah,  instead  of 
if  domestic  growth  and  the  fmite  of 
abor.  K  we  wish  t«  secure  our  salt  at 
),  we  must  discourage  importation  from 
nd  encourage  that  competition  at  home 
)  succeeded  to  the  utmost  of  our  wishes, 
ntleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Watss) 
in  of  our  system  (intuuding,  I  suppose, 
ID  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit)  as 
irgun  and  sale,"  and  havinganecessary 
to  corruption.  I  anderstood  him  as 
irticnlar  reference  to  the  speech  of  the 
1  fW>m  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Gobhui  ;) 
:her  to  that  gentleman  or  to  myself 
as  the  Kentleman  from  Georgia  con- 
saying  Be  meant  no  disrespect,  I  sup- 
ave  no  cause  to  complam.  These 
erefore,  of  "  bargun  ana  sale,"  are  not 
id  as  conveying  any  personal  reproach, 
cabalary  of  the  day.  Bnt,  whatever 
iman  from  Georgia  may  think  of  my 
re,  or  by  whatever  epithets  describe 
latters  me  but  little,  as  neither  the 
lor  epithets  of  others  can  "pick  my 
w  break  my  shins." 
ic^  to  the  doctrine  of  some,  all  con- 
nd  compromise  in  legislation  are  im- 
hereas  it  is  a  nniversal  maxltD,  ac- 
ed  by  the  wise  in  every  country,  that 
ind  bene&cial  legislation  must  be  the 
nntual  concession,  of  mutnal  forbear- 
of  compromise.  Where  a  country  is 
sto  em  braceagreat  variety  of  climate, 
d  of  pnrsuits,  it  is  impossible  bo  legia- 
f,  without  much  consnltation  on  the 
aterests  of  each.  In  seeking  to  ren- 
Ticulture  and  mannfactures  independ- 
reign  intermeddling,  it  was  thought 
in  the  infancy  of  those  interests,  to 
encourage  them  by  the  imposition  of 
es  on  such  articles  imported  from 
might  come  into  advantageous  oom- 
rith  them  in  our  consumption.  To 
3  universal  protection  has  tieen  the 
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aim  of  this  Government,  from  the  year  1789  te 
the  present  time  ;  and  no  portion  of  tiie  United 
States  pressed  this  policy  sooner,  or  more  ear- 
nestly, than  the  southern  section. 

Yesterday  evening,  it  was  plainly  discovera- 
ble, that,  should  we  give  np  the  protection  of 
the  great  capital  vested  by  New  England  tad 
New  York  in  the  manofactnre  of  salt,  va 
would  be  in  danger  of  losing  the  efforts  of  thou 
States  in  furthering  that  protection  which  it 
indispeqaably  necessary  for  our  interests  in  the 
West ;  and  in  so  far  as,  on  that  account,  ir« 
may  be  more  disposed  to  protect  our  eastern 
Mends,  we  are  to  meet  the  censures  of  the 
South.  Like  the  gentleman  froiii  Vermont, 
(Mr.  M*i.i.taY,)  I  understood  the  oentlenua 
from  Georgia,  {Mr.  Wayks,)  as  hol£ng  out  ■ 
hope  to  some  of  the  friends  of  the  tariff,  thit, 
if  they  would  persevere  in  the  reduction  of 
dutjes  on  salt,  he  might  be  induced  to  vote  for 
the  bill  nnder  consideration,  the  passage  of 
which  every  real  friend  to  domestic  protection 
has  so  much  at  heart,  and  to  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  appeared  to  be  so  much 
opp^ised.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  how- 
ever, says  he  was  misnnderstood  in  this  respect, 
and  I  therefore  do  Dot  press  the  remark  further 
than  to  say,  that,  understanding  the  gentlemsn 
when  fae  was  np,  as  throwing  oat  this  induce- 
ment, I  did  not  censure  htm  for  th&C  course.  I 
thought  it  perfectly  fair,  bat  considered  it  ss 
very  inconsistent  iu  him  to  censure  in  others 
the  very  course  whi^h  I  thought  him  openly 
pursuing  himself.  This  opinion  I  cheerfully 
withdraw,  because  the  genueman's  ezplaastioD 
removes  the  grounds  of  it,  and  convinces  ms 
of  my  mistake  as  to  him. 

But,  however  censorable  it  may  seem  in  th* 
eyes  of  some  of  oar  opponents,  that,  in  legisls- 
tion,  members  should  oonoede  any  thing  of 
their  views,  measures,  and  wishes  to  others,  in 
return  for  mutnal  concession  on  their  part,  it 
is  evident  to  me  that  some  of  our  opponents  do 
not  concur  in  this  opinion,  but  aetnaUy  practise 
what  others  of  them  seem  openly  to  eondenm. 
This  morning,  a  friend  of  mine,  whose  seat  is 
near  me,  (Gen.  Findlay,)  and  who,  in  relation 
to  the  protecting  syst^,  differs 'from  me  in 
nothing  but  the  policy  of  reducing  Uie  dades 
on  salt,  informed  me  that  one  gentleman,  (whom 
he  named,)  if  not  two  or  Ibree  among  those 
opposed  to  us,  would  Tot«  for  our  tariff  law,  if 
we  would  retain  in  it  the  clause  reducing  the 
daty  in  question;  and  that  gentleman  will  so 
vote,  and  with  that  expectation.  I  did  not 
inquire  how  tny  friend  obtained  tliis  assurance. 
I  suppose  be  had  it  from  him,  or  those  alone 
able  to  give  it ;  and,  if  so,  I  looked  upon  it  as 
f^r  play.  It  would  be  the  result  of  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  choice  between  supposed  evils. 

I  feel  compelled  to  take  a  respectful  notice  of 
the  remarks  of  a  gentleman  trom  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  BABBiNOBit,)  in  relation  to  my  vote 
yesterday  evening,  and  my  motion  to-day, 
which  has  given  rise  to  the  present  discnssion. 
That  gentleman  has  made  an  allosion  to  the 
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Us9  and  tressoD  of  JudsB.  I  eud  at  a  ]om  to 
hav  whether  he  meant  to  be  wittf  or  satiricoL 
If  wit  waa  his  object,  lie  failed ;  for  I  oonld  not 
perceive  that  a  single  unile  was  eIioit«d  In  the 
hall  Slioald  I  presnme,  as  that  gentleman  did, 
lo  offer  an  ^rice  not  asked  for,  I  would  saj, 
thu,  whenever  he  attempts  to  extract  his  sallies 
of  lit  from  a  reoonl  the  most  avfnl  and  in- 
strndife  that  the  mind  of  man  can  contem- 
fliU,  be  viD  exhibit  himself  in  bad  taste  before 
I  Christian  aodienoe.  But  if  saUre  was  intend- 
ed, and  tlie  gentleman  meant  both  to  asaail  me, 
ind,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  as  a  sample  of 
hi)  magnuiimity,  he  was  signallj  snccesafnl. 
EaTing  ca>t  his  arrow  across  the  ball  at  me,  be 
most  magDanimonsIj'  demanded  the  previoiiB 
qoestioo;  whicli  would  ehnt  mj  month  from 
Uiis  eiplaoatiDn,  and  from  a  reply. 

Mr.  TaanMOS,  of  Qeot^ia,  roae,  and  ob- 
Mrved  tbst  in  all  the  debate  he  had  beard  noth- 
ing new  on  th«  qnestion;  and,  as  farther  de- 
bue  coold  be  of  no  use,  he  moved  to  lay  the 
motioD  for  reconcaderatioD  on  the  table,  and 
damanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question ; 
tint  withdraw  bis  motion  at  tbe  reqneat  of 

Ur.  MdToT,  wtu  promised  h>  renew  it  when 
behsdmade  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  adhering 


The  question  being  put  od  laying  tbe  motion 
la  Teconnder  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in 
'Jm  amtive — jeas  96,  nays  103. 

Mr.  Polk  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
ndoctioQ,  and  ra^lanatory  of  the  hiatory  of 
t!te  duty  on  salt  laid  from  time  to  time;  and 
tslieving  that  enough  bad  been  said,  pro  and 
wi,  sod  as  mnch  as  the  time  of  the  House 
coold  afford,  he  conclsded  by  calling  for  the 
prertona  qOMtion. 

}tT.  Watbe  moved  a  call  of  the  Eonse;  bat 
Ute  DMtioa  was  not  inataiiied. 

Hie  modoa  for  the  previous  qnestion  was 
Mooded  by  ft  mtuority  of  the  House ;  tod 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
lothe  call  of  Hr.  CtJiBBxixaa,  it  was  carried 
-m  to  35. 

Tlie  main  qnestion  (being  on  the  motion  to 
retounder  tba  vote  on  the  amendment  reducing 
'■iit  daty  on  salt)  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
lie  sffirmatiTe  by  the  followmg  vote—yeas  108, 
unVl. 

Theqaeatjon  then  recurring  on  the  smend- 
axni  proposing  to  rednoe  the  daty  on  salt, 

lb-  ICoDcFFiB  modified  the  amendment  bo  as 
vi  defer  the  rednction  to  fifteen  cents  to  the  1st 
(^  Sec.t«mber,  1931,  and  tiie  redaction  to  tea 
'atsfrom  and  after  the  31st  of  December,  1632. 

the  debate  was  now  renewed,  and  continued 
<iih  unabated  animation  boA  occasional  pnn- 
A9CJ  daring  aeveral  honra. 

Mwn.  CuiBBiLnra,  Dbattox,  Bissoiqeb, 

^QiL,  Bnoraa,  Craio,  of  Virginia,  Js^raiKas, 

*ii.H,  and  Lai.  advocated  the  amendment,  and 

^propriety  of  reducing  the  duty;  and  Messrs. 

-*»aB,  of  Ne^  York,  Kalusi,  Sxobes,  of 
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New  York,  Ibvin,  of  Ohio,  Tier,  Datib,  of 

Massachusetts,  and  Reed  opposed  the  amend- 
ment for  various  ressona ;  some,  because  they 
were  opposed  to  the  rednotion  as  impolitic,  and 
woald  not  diminish  the  price  to  the  consumer ; 
others,  that  it  was  improper,  connected  with 
this  bill;  others,  that  it  wonld  pnt  the  bill  it- 
self in  jeopardy,  thongb  they  were  not  opposed 
to  the  repeal  of  the  doty,  if  it  were  on  nncou' 
nected  proposition.  For  the  reason  last  men- 
tioned, Messrs.  Raksbt  and  Milleb  stated  they 
should  vote  now  against  the  amendoient,  al- 
thoogh  they  yesterday  voted  for  it. 

[The  following  were  the  remarks  of  Mesfflrs. 
AiroBL  and  Lea  :] 

Mr.  Anobl  ssid  he  must  crave  the  Indol- 
gence  of  the  House  for  a  few  moments,  while 
he  wonld  state  briefly  the  reasons  which  would 
sovern  his  vote  on  this  occasion.  I  am  (said 
Mr.  A.)  the  more  disposed  to  do  this,  becanse 
I  am  constrained  to  differ  from  many  of  my 
coUeagnes;  tbose  with  whom  I  have  generally 
acted,  whom  I  greatly  esteem,  and  for  whose 
judgments  and  opinions  I  entertain  the  greatest 
respect.  Under  theee  ciToomstances,  my  course 
may  seem  wngular  to  some,  and  I  therefore 
desire  to  state  the  reasons  which  not  only  in- 
duce, but  oblige  me  to  take  it. 

My  first  objection  rests  npon  general  princi- 
ples. The  real,  absolnte  necessaries  of  lifb 
ooght  not  to  be  taxed,  unless  there  be  some 
strong  and  urgent  necessity  for  it ;  and  then  DO 
longer  than  the  necessity  for  the  tax  conlinnes. 
Here  the  tax  on  salt  is  unnecessary ;  the  reve- 
nue is  abundant  without  iL 

Salt  is  an  absolute,  nataral,  and  real  neces- 
sary of  life — other  things  may,  from  use,  be 
thought  necessary,  as  tea,  coffee,  sugar;  but 
salt  is,  in  its  nature,  a  real  necessary  to  life — 
and  one  without  which  life  and  health  cannot 
be  maintained.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
animal  life  and  health.  Horses,  catUe,  and 
sheep  must  be  fed  with  it ;  and  immense  num- 
bers of  them  die  yearly  for  the  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  it.  On  such  an  article,  is  it 
proper  then  to  ret^n  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  on 
a  bnsbelt  More  salt  shoidd  be  used;  more 
would  be  nsed  if  it  was  cheaper,  and  it  should 
be  made  as  cheap  as  possible,  by  freeing  it  from 
taxation. 

The  poor  man,  for  himself  big  wife,  and  his 
children,  must  consume  of  salt,  and  pay  of  his 
tax,  as  much  as  the  rich  man,  for  himself  his 


most  of  the  tax.  Ton  make  him  pay  the 
more,  exactly  in  proportion  as  he  is  less  able 
than  the  rich  man.  This  is  contrary  to  all  prin- 
ciple. Taxes  should  be  levied  on  men  accord- 
ing to  their  ability  to  pay.  Is  it  too  mach  to 
relieve  the  poor  man,  by  reducing  his  tax  at 
first  to  fifteen,  and  afterwards  to  ten  cents  on  a 
bushel  t  I  do  not  say  these  things  to  ooort 
popularity  with  the  p<K>r.  I  say  them  because 
eternal  Jastice  procUims  them  to  be  right, 
whether  they  be  popular  or  unpopnUr, 
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A  few  dBjH  nnoe,  we  passed  a  biU  redodng 
the  dntiea  on  tea  and  ooffee,  becanse  tbeoe  ar« 
■nppoaed  to  have  beoome  neoeasaries,  and  are 
used  b7  the  poor  as  well  as  by  the  riob.  There 
were  onlv  six  Totee  agunat  uiat  bill  j  and  will 
anj  gentleouui  tell  me  that  salt  U  leu  a  neoes- 
sarjr  than  teft,  coffee,  or  ooooa,  or  lees  oonsumed 
bj  the  poor! 

On  principle,  therefore,  salt,  as  a  natnral  ne- 
oesaar;  of  life,  oogbt  to  have  b««n  taxed  twentj 
cents  a  bnshel,  or  two  or  three  tdmes  as 
mnch  as  its  foreign  cost ;  and  the  redaction 
of  the  tax  to  ten  oents  a  bnshel  is  bat  slow 
and  partial  justice  to  the  pnblio,  as  the  tax- 
will  still  be  equal  to  the  expense  of  making  a 
bushel  of  salt  at  the  Salina,  or  any  good  salt 
works. 

It  is  Bud  that  the  reduction  of  this  salt  tax 
will  be  a  serious  injnrr  to  the  State  from  which 
I  come.  If  I  believed  this,  I  would  be  the  last 
man  to  TOt«  for  it  I  ean  have  no  inducement 
to  wrong  that  State — my  home  is  there — mj 
Mends  are  there — all  mj  interestM  and  all  mr 
attachments  are  there — and  I  can  only  wish 
faer  prosperit;'.  I  hope  to  show,  as  I  am  satis- 
fied is  the  foot,  that  the  Btate  cannot  lose  bj 
the  redaction  of  tbis  tax,  whiob  will  profit 
every  oitiien  of  that  State. 

At  present,  New  York  herself  levies  an  excise 
duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  on  every  boahel 
of  Milt  man<ifBctnT«d  at  the  salt  works  iu  that 
State.  My  colleagnes  allege  that,  in  this  man- 
ner, the  State,  by  a  tax  npon  her  ciUzens,  r^ses 
a  revenne  of  abont  one  hundred  and  fifty -seven 
thousand  dollars  towards  her  canal  ftmd ;  that, 
if  the  United  States  reduce  their  dnty  on  im- 
ported salt  to  ten  cents  a  bnshel,  the  State,  in 
order  to  save  the  mannfactnrer,  wiil  be  obli^ 
to  rednce  ber  dnty  on  domestic  salt,  and,  m- 
stead  of  this  revenne,  impose  a  direct  tu  to 
pay  her  oaoal  debt.    Every  part  of  this  deserree 


If  the  United  States  reduce  tlie  dnty  on  this 
article,  it  will  save  exactly  so  much  to  every 
oitiMu  who  uses  foreign  salt;  and  the  Btate 
will  undoubtedly  amend  her  laws  aai  consti- 
tution so  ss  to  reduce  her  tax  on  salt,  which 
will  be  a  saving  to  that  amoont  to  every  citizen 
who  uses  dom^c  salt. 

If  by  tliese  means  the  caual  fond  loees  one 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  thooaand  dollars,  do 
not  the  citizens  of  the  State  gain  it  by  their  ex- 
emption from  the  payment  of  the  taxi  Be- 
cause, after  all,  very  little  of  this  salt  tax  is  col- 
lected from  the  citizens  of  other  States.  Is  it 
not  nearly  all  pud  by  the  citizens  of  New 
Torkt  Da  they  not  consume  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  all  the  ssltmannfaetured  in  the  State? 
What  can  a  Stale  gain  by  taking  from  the  citi- 
zen his  earnings  and  property  by  taxation  ? 
When  gentlemen  talk  of  enriching  the  State  by 
taxing  the  people,  do  they  think  that  taxes  do 
not  make  toe  people  poor  f  If  the  salt  tax  costs 
the  people  wlio  pay  it  nothing,  by  inoreadng  it 
four  or  five  fold,  yon  might,  according  to  their 
argument,  make  the  Btate  very  rioh,  and  p«y 
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the  oanal  debt  in  *  few  years,  without  in- 
jury to  anybody. 

Let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  the  picture- 
take  sway  the  tax,  the  doing  of  which,  gentle- 
men say,  will  impoverish  the  Btate,  and  thw 
see  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  oitizeoa. 
If  the  State  loses  one  hundred  and  fifty-sevtn 
thousand  dollars  by  the  abolition  of  the  tax,  it 
as  oertainly  follows  that  the  citizens  gain  ths 
same  amount.  The  State  is  the  corporation— 
the  dtizens  are  its  membeis;  and  when  tht 
members  are  reqnired  to  pay  a  sum  for  tli« 
common  benefit,  the  share  required  of  esd 
should  be  in  proportion  to  his  amonnt  of  stwk 
in  the  company.  Tliis  (s  plain ;  it  is  eveiy 
day's  practice  in  the  pecuniary  r^nlations  u 
corporate  bodies ;  and  what  Government  would 
ever  charter  a  company  with  authority  to  oob- 
pel  the  holder  of  one  share  to  pay  as  high  s  tu 
as  be  who  holds  twenty  shares  f  This  is  tlie 
operation  of  the  present  salt  tax.  The  poor 
man  not  worth  a  dollar,  pays  as  mnoh  towiids 
its  aggregate  amonnt  as  the  wealttuest  msn 
amongst  us. 

If,  as  is  conceded  on  all  hands,  the  StsU 
must  and  will  rednce  ber  salt  tax  if  the  Unittd 
States  reduce  theirs,  bow  can  the  mann&ctnret 
be  injured  by  it  I    Foreign  salt  will  eost  sbnad 
some  six  or  ten  cents ;  to  this  there  must  t>«     : 
added  freight,  insurance,  and  importers'  ^roSt, 
and  the' United  States  dnty  will  still  remimt«ii     ' 
cents.    The  price  of  domestic  salt,  free  frwn 
tie  Btate  tax,  would  be  only  ten  cents  orlw 
at  the  salt  works.    It  is  therefore  utterly  im-    . 
possible  that  the  foreign  salt  should  ever  com- 
pete with  the  domestic  salt,  nnleaa  the  Stite    ' 
should  obstinately  refuse  to  relieve  its  dtinns 
from  this  burden— and  there  is  not  the  lev* 
foundation  for  supposing  that  the  Stat«  woolil    , 
delay  to  perform  a  dnty  so  agreeable  and  profit-    j 
able  to  her  citizens.  ' 

If  the  State  tax  on  salt  was  reduced,  (ss  it 
would  immediately  be  in  effect,  and  sbortlj  in 
form,)  the  salt  manufacturers  could  sell  salt  si    ' 
the  works  for  ten  cents  a  bushel,  instead  of  tis 
present  price  of  twenty-two  and  a  half  c^nM,    ' 
including  the  State  tax.    Uore  of  it  would  be 
carried  east,  and  sold  in  Vermont,  and  in  the 
Eadson  River  and    Hohawk  counties — mon 
would  go  west,  on  the  ouial,  and  find  a  market    j 
in  west   I^nnsylvania,  Ohio,  ICobigan,  and   I 
Canada — more  would  go  north,  on  the  canal  lo 
Osweoo,  and  find  a  market  in  our  northern 
counties  and  in  Canada.    In  this  manner,  the 
salt  market  for  our  manufacturer  woidd  be  en-  : 
larged,  and  his  profits  increased ;    while  the  I 
price  to  consumers  wonld  be  reduced,  and  tlie  . 
mcreose  of  transportation  of  the  salt,  tai  of  the  | 
pay  for  it  on  the  canals,  would,  by  the  increa.'* 
of  tolls^  go  far  towards  remunerating  the  ctn&l  j 
flmd  for  the  loss  it  would  snstaln  by  a  reduc-  I 
tion  of  the  salt  dn^. 

At  the  time  the  oonstitntion  of  our  State  ■'u 
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detron  to  MOOK  the  credit  of  the  State.  Still 
tlw  people,  manj  of  tbeiD,  objected  to  the  con- 
HitatioD — they  demnrred  to  the  salt  tax.  At 
thiX  time  I  was  with  them ;  and  can  epaa^  of 
tlie  opinions  of  many  in  the  vestern  port  of  the 
fUte,  bom  personal  ohaerratioo.  The  consti- 
tntioQ  was  presented  as  a  whole,  and  the  people 
vers  obliged  to  adopt  it  as  a  whole,  or  reject  it 
tliogether.  It  contained  many  provision  ■ 
irbich  they  desired  to  tecnre;  the;  wished  to 
ibdish  the  old  council  of  appointpent;  to  re- 
form tbe  jndiciary,  and  to  extend  the  right  of 
fnSitge.  Thef  were  told,  and  regarded  it  ae 
B  plc^e,  or  promiae,  that  the  can^  woold  go 
on  sQccessfollr,  soon  be  completed,  and  the 
toll!  woold  be  more  than  Hofficient  to  extinKuiah 
the  debt ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  a  litUe  eipenence 
could  be  had  on  the  salfject,  this  salt  tax  should 
be  reduced  or  repealed.  The;  believed  this,  end 
adopted  the  eonstitntioD ;  bnt  if  the;  had  been 
told  that  this  tax  mnst  be  perpetual,  ^e;  would 
have  rejected  the  tax  and  constitntion  together. 
If  this  tax  of  twelve  andabalf  ceatsonaboshel 
of  salt,  in  &vor  of  the  canal  fond,  had  been  the 
oulj-  amendment  proposed  to  the  constitodon, 
vodd  not  the  people,  I  ask  m;  colleague,  have 
rejected  it  b;  an  almost  nnanimons  vote  ? 

The  State  salt  tax,  like  the  United  States  salt 
tax.  u  ver;  nneqnal  and  nnjUBt — a  repeal  or  rc- 
ducton  of  both  is  called  for  b;  the  interest  of 
tieMople. 

Tbe  New  Tork  canal  debt  is  the  debt  of  the 
vhole  State.  The  aalt  tax  there  is  thrown  into 
tbe  canal  fond  to  paj  that  debt.  Bnt  the  State 
flit  lax  is  not  pud  by  all  the  nettle  of  the 
Slate,  bnt  only  by  about  two-thirds  of  them. 
Of  tbeee,  man;  are  obliged  to  pay  who  nse  the 
onala  bnt  linle,  and  who  are  rather  iiuored 
lisQ  benefited  by  them.  The  other  third  of 
th«  papolatioa  of  the  State  consumes  imported 
Mlt :  pays  nothing  into  the  canal  fund ;  but 
fnyi  twenty  ceate  a  baahel  on  salt  to  the  United 
Stat&  niiisthe  peopleof  IhatStatearetaxed, 
(Iso-third.'i  of  them,)  aay  one  hundred  and  fifty 
(iioasaad  dollars  tovards  the  canal  fnnd ;  and 
lo  mable  the  8tBl«  to  tax  these  two-thirda  to 
tUt  amount,  my  colleague  would  compel  the 
other  third  to  pay  twenty  oenta  on  every 
bfflhelof  salt  th^  consume,  into  the  Treaanry, 
to  be  pud  out  in  internal  improvemente  in 
Kbn  Btatea.  Here  ia  a  double  taxation ;  and 
me  part  of  the  State  is  to  be  employed  as  the 
initnuneat  to  fix  this  tax  on  the  other,  instead 
of  joining,  as  I  think  they  should,  to  reduce  both 
iu^  If  the  tAX  were  reduced,  all  would  get 
ilinr  salt  cheaper  than  they  now  do.  If  me 
ITnttad  Statea  tax  on  salt  be  reduced  ten  cents, 
fut  of  the  State  i^ill  follow,  and  every  coosum- 
(T  rill  obtain  Lis  salt  tea  cents  cheaper  than 
he  would  if  the  tax  were  continued.  And  yet 
!  im  told  that  the  people  of  New  York  will  be 
i^iiKA  by  reducing  their  taxes  I  I  have  yet 
^1  kam  that  men  grow  rich  by  being  taxed,  or 
^  they  become  wealthy  by  having  their 
mn«y  taken  from  them.  I  have  heard  much 
^  apon  thii  floor  in  favor  of  heavy  taxation 
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^I  have  heard  gentlemen  say  that  it  would 
replenish  the  stores  and  increase  the  wealth  of 
the  country ;  that  tbe  individuals  composing 
the  nation  would  be  enriched  and  rendered 
happy  by  it.  It  would  seem  Srom  their  doc- 
trine that  an  extravagant  system  of  taxation 
was  a  kind  of  eorwteepta  provided  by  the  ma^o 
of  Government,  to  supply  the  wants  and  gratify 
the  avarice  of  every  class  of  citizens.  Bir,  I 
cannot  understand  this  kind  of  logic ;  but  when 
I  am  brought  to  believe  as  those  gentlemen  do, 
then  I  wUl  vote  with  them,  and  not  befors. 
I  have  spent  my  days  with  the  people  of  New 
York,  and  will  neverinjurethem.  Iknowthey 
do  not  deserve  it.  They  have  borne  burdens 
without  mormur.  Can  any  man  complain  that 
I  injure  him,  when  I  wish  to  reduce  his  taxes ! 

Sir,  I  represent  a  farming  diatricL  My  col- . 
league  (Mr.  Stobrs]  seemed  to  think  that  the 
gentleman  trom  New  York  (Mr.  Cambbblkno) 
knew  nothing  ahont  the  interests  of  the  agricul- 
turists, because  he  comes  from  a  city.  I  am, 
in  part,  a  &rmer  myself— I  was  brought  up  at 
the  plough — I  know  the  worth  of  a  dollar,  for 
I  have  labored  with  my  hands  to  earn  it. 
Through  life  my  associations  have  been  with 
those  who  procured  their  livelihood  by  honest 
labor — my  life  has  been  spent  with  a  people 
who  earn  their  bread  by  tbe  sweat  of  their 
brow,  and  I  know  and  understand  their  feelings 
and  their  interests.  My  constituents  are  in- 
dustriooB  farmers — they  pursue  the  path  of 
honesty,  and  avoid  all  Juggling  speculationa. 
They  pay  their  debts  and  their  taxes  too ;  and 
t^ey  well  know  what  labor  it  ooste  to  meet  all 
tbe  ezoctiana  upon  them.  Such  are  the  men 
for  whom  I  go,  and  such  are  the  men  whose 
interests  should  be  protected — and  I  know  of 
no  better  way  to  protect  them,  than  to  relieve 
tbem^  if  I  can,  from  this  taxation. 

This  State  salt  tax  is  peculiarly  oppressive 
npon  my  district  That  district  can  nse  tbe 
canals  but  very  little,  and  they  are  believed 
rather  to  have  iqjured  than  benefited  it.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  such  is  the  opinion  of  many 
good  judges  of  the  value  of  property ;  and  it  ia 
oertam  that  many  business  men  have  been 
drawn  from  that  county  to  the  canals,  with 
coufflderable  capital ;  and  that  the  prices  of 
real  estate,  and  other  artieles  in  the  market, 
have  greatly  depreciated.  Meanwhile,  that  dis- 
trict, which  is  a  single  coontrv,  consumes  more 
than  thirty-fi  ve  th  ooaand  bushels  of  domestic  salt, 
and  thus  pays  into  the  canal  fund  a  tax  of  from 
four  thousand  dollars  to  six  thoasaud  dollars  a 
year ;  and  at  tbe  same  time  every  citiien  of  tbe 
county  who  transports  any  one  article  on  the 
canal,  must  pay  as  great  tolls  as  those  who, 
residing  elsewhere,  either  enjoy  greater  benefits 
from  the  canal,  or  pay  nothing  of  this  salt  tax. 
My  constituents  are  wilUng  to  pay  any  rate  of 
tolls  necessary  to  tbe  canal  fund,  so  far  as  they 
use  the  canal — they  are  willing  to  pay  for 
whatever  they  use ;  but  it  is  unjust  to  tax  them 
frith  burdens  which,  tbongh  beoefldol  to  others, 
are  only  injurious  to  themselves.    And  I  wish 
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to  redaw  the  United  Stat«s  tax  on  salt,  as  the 
only  and  best  means  of  procuring  that  redno- 
taon  of  the  SUte  doty  on  salt,  wUch  ov  a^- 
coltoral  and  laboring  population  eTerjirbere 
desire  and  deserTe. 

Bnt,  sir,  107  oolleagne,  (Hr.  Brroxaa,)  to  deter 
the  New  York  delegation  from  voting  for  the 
reduction  of  this  wlb  tax,  declares  Uiat  that 
lednction  will  drive  the  State  of  New  York  to 
a  Und  tut,  to  Bnpplj  the  place  of  this  salt  tax 
to  the  canal  fnno.  What  an  odions  argmnent  I 
What  IB  this  bat  to  mj  to  the  citizens  of  the 
8tat«  of  New  York,  if  yon  rid  y oarwlves  of 
the  salt  tax,  the  joke  of  a  land  tax  shall  be  fixed 
on  yom-  necks !  Shall  I  use  sach  an  insnlting 
argument  to  the  citizens  of  my  district!  ShaU 
any  maa  say  to  them,  yon  shall  bear  either  a 
salt  tax  or  a  land  tax !  Sir,  they  onght  to  bear 
neither. 

And,  sir,  is  it  tme — is  there  a  shadow  of 
tmth  in  it,  that  the  loss  of  this  salt  tax  will 
min  the  great  State  of  New  York,  and  drive 
her  to  a  land  tax  to  rapport  the  Erie  and 
Ohamplun  OaualsF  These  are  the  best  canals 
in  America;  are  located  on  the  easiest  and 
cheapest  rontes — connect  the  most  extensive 
natural  navigations  on  this  whole  vast  conti- 
nent, traverse  the  most  fertile  districts,  and 
bear  on  their  bosoms  the  indastry  and  products 
of  every  clime,  and  of  millions  of  people.  Af- 
ter boasting,  as  he  did,  a  few  days  since,  of  the 
ntility  and  profits  of  these  the  most  nseftil  works 


them,  cannot  support  and  pay  for  themselves; 
that  they  are  so  lame,  impotent,  and  feeble, 
that  the  loss  of  this  excise  of  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  on  a  bushel  of  salt,  extorted  alike  from 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  will  force  New  York  to 
burden  her  oitizeoB  with  a  land  tax  to  support 
themt  What,  sir,  a  direct  tax  to  support  the  ' 
beet  canals  in  the  world  I  Is  this  true  ?  How  ! 
does  it  tally  with  that  gentleman's  arouments  ; 
in  favor  of  internal  improvements  ?  Bid  he  not, , 
a  few  days  since,  entert^n  xa  with  a  discourse 
to  prove  how  very  profitable  these  works  are, 
and  how  soon  they  would  pay  for  themselves  f 
And  now^  forsooth,  the  State  of  New  York  is 
to  be  ramed  by  the  reduction  of  the  tax  on 
foreign  salt  to  ten  cents,  which  still  leaves  the 
enormooa  duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on 
that  necessary  article  of  life. 

But  let  me  qniet  the  gentleman's  anhappy 
alarms.  He  has  himself  hinted  at  the  manner 
in  which,  if  the  State  lose  the  salt  tax,  it  can 
easily,  and  without  injnstice,  supply  the  deS- 
cienoy  of  the  canal  fund.  That  gentleman  has 
told  us  that,  if  the  account  should  now  be  taken 
between  the  New  York  canals  and  western  Ver- 
mont, western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Michi- 
gan, 'they  wonid  be  fonnd  indebted  to  New 
York  for  the  reduction  which  her  canals  have 
effected  in  their  transportation,  "  thousands. 
and  hnndreds  of  thousands."  Yes,  sir,  I  appeal 
to  every  honeet  man,  let  him  reside  where  be 
m&y,  ought  not  they  who  ei^oy  the  benefit  of 
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these  canals  to  pay  for  thdr  coDstmcticn  and 
repair  ?  Wonld  any  man  partake  of  the  bm- 
quet,  and  meanly  skulk  off  and  leave  others  to 
pay  the  bill  t  If  Vermont,  Pennsytvaniti,  Ohio, 
and  Uichigan  have  had,  and  will  foreter  havt, 
profits,  "thousands  andhundredsofthouHuidB,'' 
SB  my  coUeagne  (Mr,  Stobrb)  says,  in  their 
cheaper  transportation,  would  they — could  tbej 
decline  snch  a  moderate  increase  of  the  csmI 
tolls  as  wonld  supply  this  defieieocy,  in  tk 
event  of  there  being  any  ?  I  think  they  coiild 
not — my  oonstituents  will  freely  vaj  the  in- 
creased tolls— it  would  be  a  pitiful  increiw. 
The  tolls  STB  now  more  than  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  on  increase  of  ooe  dollir 
and  fifty  cents  on  each  hundred  dollars  of  tb« 
present  tolls  would  replenish  the  fund. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which  I  cumot 
now  detail,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  salt  Ui  et 
the  United  States  ought  to  be  reduced,  u  u 
act  of  justice  and  sonnd  policy  to  all  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  6tat«a.  I  believe,  Ion,  it 
will  lead  to  a  reduction  of  the  New  York  Slate 
excise  on  salt,  beneficial  to  all  the  ooosumen 
of  domestic  salt  manufactured  in  that  BCsU, 
and  ultimately  extending  tlie  market  for  lint 
article,  aniL  therefore,  benefldal  to  the  manit- 
facturers  of  it. 

Some  believe  that  to  tax  la  the  best  mode  le 
improve  the  wealth  and  riches  of  men ;_ but! 
believe  taxes  to  be  the  worst  enemiee  to  indus- 
try. A  tax  which  indiscriminately  presses  upon 
the  weak  and  the  strons ;  which  adds  t«  the 
miseries  of  poverty  ;  which  takes  from  the  fcod 
of  the  hungry,  and  diminishes  the  scanty  slorot 
of  the  needy ;  which  lays  the  widow  and  the 
orphan  onder  contribution,  and  preys  upon  the 
substance  of  the  holt,  the  maimed,  and  the 
blind,  is  unworthy  of  the  countenanoe  of  a  free 
and  liberal  Government.  The  small  sum  of 
twenty  cents,  exacted  by  the  Qovemmenl  of 
the  citizen,  as  the  price  of  his  license  to  use  a 
bushel  of  salt,  may  appear  trifling  and  of  little 
consequence  to  gentlemen  ei^oylng  high  "1*"^ 
or  drawing  ample  wages  in  lie  service  of  the 
Government ;  but  to  the  poor  laborer,  whose 
wag^  are  less  than  fifty  cents  per  day,  tlu>^ 
is  onerous,  and  he  fbela  and  groans  under  lie 
weight  of  it.  I  am  not  the  friend  of  nselM 
taxation,  and  so  long  as  I  enjoy  a  seat  npoatna 
floor,  it  shall  not  receive  my  support. 

These  are  my  sentdmenta,  ana  I  should  be  a 
hypocrite  if  I  concealed  them.  Popular  or  un- 
popular, they  have  thdr  source  in  an  honest 
conviction  of  their  rectitude.  Let  them  put  me 
up,  or  put  me  down,  I  will  abide  by  them. 

Mr.  LBAsaidbedidnotrisetommaspeM^W 
but  to  ask  for  the  reading  of  two  letters,  whicn 
he  had  in  his  hand,  contained  in  a  documenl 
reported  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  during  the  present  session  of  ConETo*^- 
These  letters  are  from  genUemen  of  first  rp- 
spectability,*  one  of  them  interested  in  the  salt 
works  referred  to,  and  the  other  intimately  »c- 
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rinted  with  those  ooncerns.  They  ap«^  of 
ull  works  on  Holslon  River,  in  Virginia, 
•nd  give  m  wme  facts  worthj-  of  onr  attention, 
vhen  honorable  g«Dtlenien  tell  na  here  that 
the  present  dntj-  of  twentj  cents  a  bashel  on 
foreign  aalt  is  neoeMM?  to  prot«at  oar  domeatia 
maoniactiiTfla,  and  even  aipie  grsvelj  that  salt 
is  cheaper  on  aoconnt  of  the  dot;.  We  are 
told  that  some  salt  works  will  be  destroyed  if 
(be  duty  ahonld  be  repealed.  And  what  of  that! 
If  they  cannot  make  as  cheap  as  ollierB,  let 
them  go.  Must  the  whole  oommnnity  bear  a 
grievoDS  tax,  in  order  to  keep  np  a  few  doll  and 
DDprofitable  salt  works,  when  there  are  others 
in  the  cooatry  that  coold  make  more  than 
enough  at  half  the  amonnt  of  the  present  doty  1 
What  do  these  letters  tell  ns  f  One  of  them  says 
■alt  is  niade  it  abont  twenty-five  oente  a  bnshel, 
and  might  be  made  at  twelve  and  a  half;  the 
other  says  it  is  made  at  uxteen  or  seventeen 
eente,  and  might  be  made  for  six  and  a  fourth, 
sod  the  qnantity  might  be  extended  to  meet  any 
demand  of  tJie  whole  Union.  One  of  the  letters 
■at!  the  price,  at  the  works,  has  been,  for 
several  yean,  one  dollar  for  fifty  poondal  I 
live  in  a  oonntey  supplied  from  this  source,  and 
know  (be  cost  of  thia  same  salt  as  it  progresses 
down  the  rivers  Holston  and  Tennessee,  in- 
erasing  from  one  dollar  to  one  and  a  half  and 
two  dcJIan  %  bolbel  of  fifty  poonds,  until  com- 
petitkin  of  foreign  and  oUier  domestic  salt,  be- 
low the  Unsole  shoala,  reduces  the  price  to 
sny-two  and  a  half  cents,  little  more  than  half 
the  price  where  it  started  I  Is  this  no  monop- 
oljl  Do  these  works  need  a  prot«cting  dnty  t 
Uiut  they  have  a  bonnty  of  twenty  cents  duty 
imposed  on  foreign  salt,  to  keep  it  froni  inter- 
tenag  with  the  market,  in  order  that  these 
msDufacturers  may  be  able  to  sell  at  a  living 
price!  But  thefi-iendsof  the  protecting  system 
sHm  ajanned  lest  the  reduction  of  this  dnty 
■himld  endanger  other  parts  of  the  tariff.  Aye, 
indeed,  is  it  ul  of  a  piece !  And  are  these  its 
principles  I  and  this  a  specimen  of  the  whole  ? 
1  ini  glad  to  hear  gentlemen  tell  ns  that  this 
odioQs  salt  tax  is  a  true  test  of  the  "  American 
tystem,"  and  let  them  refnse  to  repeal  this  dnty, 
■ad  aUde  that  test.  I  ask  that  the  letters  be 
mi. 

The  question  at  length  being  pnt  on  the 
■BKudment,  it  was  negatived  by  the  following 
We :  yeas  98,  nays  103. 
Bo  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  qneation  then  recnrring  on  the  snbsti- 
tnta  to  uie  ori^nal  bill  agreed  to  la  Oonunit- 
tw  of  the  Whole, 

Vr.  Folk  called  for  a  division  of  the  qnes- 
tioii,  io  as  to  leave  for  separate  decision  the 
■MioD  containing  the  amendment  respecting 
>he  doty  on  iron,  offered  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  by  HMars.  Soorr  and  Uowabd  ;  and, 
■AfT  some  explanatory  remarks  by  Mr.  P,,  and 
wne  passages  between  him  and  Hr.  Stbsisibi 
w  a  point  of  order. 

The  quee^u  was  pnt  on  all  the  sections  of 
""  ~'-^'-  -     excepting  that  above  mentioned, 


and   agreed   to  by  yeas  and  nays;   yeas  18C, 

The  qoestion  then  came  up  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  SooTT,  as  amended  by  the  proviso 
of  Mr.  Uowabd. 

Mr.  8oorr  defended  his  amendment  against 
some  o'bjections  of  Mr.  Folk. 

Mr.  WioxLirrB  eoggested,  that,  instead  of 
calling  tlie  yeas  and  nays  on  both  branches  of 
the  amendment,  it  wonld  save  time  if  Mr. 
SooTT  wonld  move  to  strike  ont  Mr.  Howabd's 
proviso. 

Mr.  UuonAKAN  advised  his  colleague  to  adopt 
this  conrse,  for  the  reason,  also,  that,  by  giving 
np  a  part,  he  wonld  be  more  likely  to  obtain 
the  other  portion  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BcoTT  yielded  to  the  suggestion,  and 
moved  to  strike  from  the  amendment  the  pro- 
viso adopted  in  committee,  on  &e  motion  of 
Mr.  HowABD. 

Mr.  Bbowb  opposed  making  the  distinctiMi ; 
and 

Mr.  Watsx  advocated  Mr.  Howakd's  pro- 
viso, and  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  it  out. 

The  question  being  pat  on  striking  ont  the 
proviso,  it  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays : 
yeas  46,  naya  140, 

Mr.  Ohiltom  moved  to  include  in  the  amend- 
ment imported  Iron  "need  for  axes,  hoes,  or 
ploughs,  or  for  any  other  purpose  of  agricul- 
ture," and,  in  support  of  his  motion,  said  as 
follows : 

Mr.  0.  remarked  that  the  principtes  of  jus- 
tice must,  as  he  conceived,  belong  to  one  of 
two  olaasea,  either  snoh  as  were  natural  and  in- 
flexible, being  founded  in  the  nature  of  things, 
or  snob  as  rest  apon  a  civil  compact.  Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  affirm  that  the  principles  in 
this  bill  involve  speoifically  the  distinction  I 
have  Just  alluded  to.    In  order  to  test  them,  I 


propose 


questions  to  the  House :   Is 


the  power  of  the  Oongress  of  the  Unitod 
States  to  impose  burdens  upon  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  thereby  abridge  all  their  pleasures 
and  curtail  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  on  mere 
principles  of  natural  justice!  Or  have  they 
this  power  from  the  construction  of  an  instru- 
ment agreed  to  by  the  States  of  this  Union, 
and  conferring  snch  a  power  I  None  will  con- 
tend, I  presume,  that  the  authority  is  derived 
from  a  natural  right.  Sir,  the  very  beasts  have 
a  right  to  rove  over  the  plun,  to  seek  for  pas- 
ture wherever  they  can  find  it,  and  drink  of 
every  brook  they  meet  in  their  way ;  and  are 
not  men  by  nature  as  teoo  as  they  f  Surely, 
me.  And  has,  then,  a  collection  of  men,  uoan- 
thorixed  by  me,  a  right  to  put  their  hands  in 
my  pocket,  and  take  my  money,  to  sustun  an- 
other who  has  no  Jnst  clum  to  the  fruit  of  my 
toil!  They  have  not.  It  is  apparent,  then, 
that  as  this  is  not  a  natural  right,  if  it  exists  at 
all,  it  must  be  acquired.  In  order  to  Judge 
whether  it  has  been  conferred  upon  Congress 
or  not,  our  only  resort  must  be  to  the  charter 
agreed  on  by  the  States,  and  there  we  shall  see 
how  tu  this  power  of  taxation  is  carried.    The 
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qaestion  is,  what  power  hfu  OongresB  on  thia 
BDlyect  bj  the  ConstitatioD  of  the  United 
States  t  It  is  far  from  mj  intention  to  oppose 
»DJ  oonatitationl  power,  sod  I  do  believe  that 
the  power  to  levj  taxes  with  a  view  to  reve- 
nne  IB  a  oonHtJtntioDal  power.  Even  the  innch- 
abnsed  States  of  North  and  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  will  not  hesitate  to  make  the 
same  admission.  Tbej  all  admit  joor  power 
to  lay  tMes  with  «  view  to  replenish  the 
Treasury.  Bnt  what  is  the  fact  now  t  I  say 
you  hare  usurped  a  power  never  conferred 
upon  yon,  and  which  yon  cannot  cMm  as  a 
natnrd  right — the  power  of  grinding  the  face 
of  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich.  Re- 
gardless of  the  cries  of  the  unprotected  and 
helplesR,  yon  hold  over  them,  without  mercy, : 
the  iron  rod  of  the  oppressor.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  involves  the  whole  principle  of  your 
constitntioual  right,  and  touches  especially  a 
qnestion  in  relation  to  the  West,  which  must 
ntterly  forbid  me  to  vote  for  it.  I  here  pub- 
licly avow  that  I  believe  this  Honse  has  no 
power  ander  the  constitation  to  prosecute  what 
IS  called  the  protecting  system  ;  m  other  words, 
that  it  has  no  power  to  thrast  itn  band  into  a 
thouwnd  pockets  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  np 
the  fulness  and  splendor  of  one.  Sir,  permit 
me  to  ask  what  was  originally  the  object  of  the 
confederation  of  these  States.  Was  it  that  the 
isolated  interest  of  one  single  State  should  pre- 
dominate over  that  of  alt  the  rest  1  Surely 
not.  The  interests  of  these  States  are  exceed- 
ingly diversified.  Their  inhabitants  are  in  very 
diaerent  sitaations,  engaged  in  different  pur- 
suits, inhabiting  a  diversity  of  climate  and  of 
soil.  Some  parts  of  our  coontry  abound  in 
hemp,  others  in  iron,  others  in  cotton,  others  in 
sngar-oane,  and  yon  never  can  £x  on  a  system 
of  taxation  in  which  all  will  agree,  unless  it  is 
done  under  the  immediate  pressure  of  an  exist- 
ing war,  when  sectional  interests  are  forgotten, 
and  all  bum  with  a  noble  seal  to  def^d  the 
stars  and  stripes  of  the  national  banner. 

The  great  object  of  the  confMeration  was  to 
provide  for  the  general  defence  and  common 
welfare.  It  never  was  intended  that  the  mo- 
kirity  shoold  oppress  and  despoil  the  minority. 
We  have  in  Kentucky  a  constitution  which 
gosranties  to  every  individnal  certain  rights  as 
being  unalienable,  and  I,  as  an  American  oiti- 
aen,  have  a  claim  to  these  rights,  and  may  m- 
sist  upon  them  in  my  own  case,  though  all  the 
rest  of  my  feilow-citiwns  should  have  given 
them  up.  For  what  were  consUtutions  made  I 
or  why  do  we  contend  with  so  much  earnest- 
ness on  this  floor,  as  to  their  true  intent  and 
meaning!  Surely  the  object  of  them  is  to 
protect  all.  The  intention  was,  that  all  shoold 
eqaallj  contribute  to  the  common  defence. 
Was  it  the  object  of  oar  Qovemment  that  the 
poor  shall  fight,  and  the  rich  roll  in  luinry  I 
Sir,  the  poor  man  cannot  get  a  substitute ;  he 
must  turn  out  in  his  own  person ;  and  I  know 
some  poor  men  who  in  the  last  war  left  behind 
them  their  wivee,  children,  Mends,  home,  and 
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all  they  held  dear,  for  sixty  dollon.  "Wliat,  sir, 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  shall  we  be  enact- 
ing a  general  tariff  of  duties  I  That  I  always 
advocated  the  doctrine  of  putting  an  end  to 
taxes  and  bnrdens  the  moment  they  ceased  to 
be  of  aluolute  necessity,  will  be  recollected  by 
all  who  have  done  me  the  honor  to  listen 
whenever  I  have  raised  roy  voice  on  ttus  floor. 
I  have  repeatedly  argued  in  favor  of  redudog 
the  tai  upon  salt ;  and  I  am  now  equally  <^ 
posed  to  any  increase  of  the  tax  upon  ir<Mi. 
It  will  readily  be  discovered  that  iron  presents 
as  good  a  snbject  for  monopoly  as  salt.  Evny 
farmer  must  nave  it.  It  enters  into  the  com- 
position of  his  knife  and  fork,  of  his  axe,  his 
plough,  his  hoe,  his  harrow,  his  sickle,  his 
scythe,  his  oi  chain ;  in  a  word,  of  all  the  tools 
and  implements  by  which  he  is  able  to  tnin  the 
stubborn  glebe,  to  reiqt  down  his  fields,  and  to 
subdue  the  soil.  He  must  have  it,  or  starve. 
Now,  sir,  why  shall  we  give  relief  on  this  sab- 
Ject  to  the  wealthy  gentlemen  who  form  a  nil- 
road  company,  and  deny  it  ifi  the  humble  ooiii 
and  tobacco  grower  t  Kr,  I  cannot  fwl  to  no- 
tice an  argument  on  which  great  stress  is  lud, 
that  this  bill  is  intended  soMy  and  eiolusivdy 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  Uie  revenae  as  it 
was  laid  by  the  tariff  bill  of  182B,  and  not  to 
lay  any  additional  duty.  No  alteration  was  to 
be  made.  The  duties  were  to  be  neither  in- 
creased nor  diminished.  Thehnmbleindividoil 
who  had  had  the  price  upon  his  salt  increased 
from  twenty-five  cents  to  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents,  was  to  be  wholly  disregarded.  Now, 
sir,  in  my  district,  which  consists  of  twelve 
oonnties,  there  is  not  one  establishment  tat  Uia 
manufacture  of  salt,  white  there  are  (everal 
manufactories  of  iron.  When,  then.  I  see  a 
bill  before  me,  which  graiits  no  relief  on  a 
prime  neoessary  of  life,  but  diminishes  the  dn^ 
on  an  article  which  all  admit  to  be  profitable, 
can  any  man  expect  me  to  vote  for  it  ?  Be- 
Ndea,  sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
when  this  admmistration  oame  into  power, 
looked  with  fi>nd  antidpation  to  this  epoch  as 
one  In  which  all  onneoeasary  offices  were  to  be 
dispensed  with,  and  n  "  '    '  ~ 


with  heavy  salaries,  for  the  purpose  of  guard- 
ing Bgunst  frauds  1  What  does  this  prove  t 
It  is  admitted  that,  before  18S6,  the  revenue 
derived  from  dntaes  exceeded  the  amount  of 
what  it  is  at  present  In  the  name  of  common 
sense,  then,  will  any  man  say  that  to  collect 
less  revenue  more  officers  are  needed  f  I  insist 
that  the  general  principle  of  the  system  is 
wrong.  Taxes  ought  never  to  be  lud  except 
for  the  general  defence.  This  thing  of  taxing 
some  for  the  protection  of  others,  I  am  utterly 
agunst.  It  IS  calculated  to  rob  one  thonsand 
nme  hundred  and  ninety-nine  perwns,  in  order 
to  sust^n  the  splendor  and  gratify  the  cupidity 
of  ONE  monopolist  or  manu&otnrer.  Contrast 
the  number  of  manufacturers  with  tiie  amount 
Of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  and 
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■hill  ve  tax  sU  these  for  the  parpow  of  boild- 
iag  np  one  or  two  t  If  we  nuj  tax  the  people 
tor  the  protection  of  mannfactnrea,  whj  may 
wB  not  for  the  proteolloa  of  agrioalture  I  The 
two  interests  are  inaqisrablfl ;  and,  on  the  swne 
prmoiple,  we  maf  give  enoonragement  to  both. 
But  we  ought  not  to  enoonrsge  either  at  the 
Bipense  of  its  neighbor.  Boppose  me  settled 
oa  a  ftrm  which  I  manage  badlf;  my  next 
neighbor  is  pmdent  and  iodnstrion^  and  he 
niHB  one  motu«nd  bnafaelfl  of  Indian  corn, 
vhile  I  make  three  hnndred  Inuhels  of  wheat. 
Shall  I  RO  lo  the  ooontj  ooort  or  legislature, 
and  say,  1  pny  too  to  lay  a  dot;  of  twenty  or 
thir^  cents  per  bnshel  on  my  n^hbor's  corn, 
to  enable  me  to  moaopoUzo  the  market !  Sir, 
iron,  wit,  wheat,  and  com  are  in  one  respect 
sUalikej  they  are  all  necnocaries  of  life ;  and 
i»  there  a  maa  in  these  Unit«d  States  whose 
•suae  does  not  revolt  atsoch  an  idea!    Shall 


of  Mlt  is  a  proof  of  this.  Before  1B38,  salt  in 
my  district  was  sold  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
biuheL  It  increased  little  )^  little,  tiU  it  is 
noir  from  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  to 
one  dollar  and  fifty  oents.  Why  1  Not  fh>m 
uy  Mardty  of  the  article,  bnt  from  the  effect 
of  u  awftil  monopoly,  which  is  grinding  the 
poor  titeraUy  to  dutb.  I  hope  the  Uvnge  will 
look  into  that  sabJeoL  The  qoesdon  on  t^iis 
bill  is  finally  to  settle  the  hopes  of  the  Sontb 
iod  West.  I  wish  it  onderstood  by  my  oon* 
tftuenta.  I  know  that  these  aonsiderations 
■ometimea  hare  little  weight  here,  bnt  it  may 
ofta  the  eyea  of  some  who  have  been  de- 
wiTed.  I  acknowledge  the  power  of  this  Got- 
nnment  to  levy  dnties  for  all  jnst  purposes  of 
nFmne,  and,  in  time  of  war,  to  lay  direct 
Ui«;  bnt  I  consider  a  direct  tax  as  more  jnst 
ttisa  tbiL  Ono  individoal  may  aboond  in  oaah, 
ud  yet  bear  acaroe  any  borden;  while  another 
1>H  a  wife  and  a  nnmerona  fuuily  (tf  ohildren, 
•0,  ct  coarse,  oonsnnien  of  salL  Sir,  look  at 
tiie  eSeet  of  this  system.  What  is  it  t  Yonr 
psKe  and  happiness  was  lately  disturbed  by 
tlw  rnde  footsteps  of  hostile  invaders,  and  the 
eaUmidea  of  war.  This  very  spot  where  we 
IDT  ut  calmly  consulting  for  the  public  good, 
Tu  then  poUnt^d  by  the  foot  of  the  enemy. 
Tbe  eS'ect  was  that  the  Booth  and  the  West 
idTioced  like  brothers  at  yonr  call ;  they 
lurched  from  their  homes  to  your  defence,  and 
Cmght  their  way,  not  literally  bnt  figuratively, 
•trough  seas  of  blood.  In  the  time  of  danger, 
ve  luight,  and  bled,  and  fell  ude  by  side. 
Tlii*  ahowa  the  deep  cause  of  complaint  which 
ilose  coold  ronse  the  Booth  to  resistance. 
Tliis  tnll  might  with  propriety  be  entitled  a 
))iU  fiw  the  oppression  of  the  Booth.  On  this 
|t<md  I  oppoae  it.  Bnt,  if  it  can  be  so  sh^ied 
K  to  do  no  more  than  enforce  the  revenue  laws, 
I  will  vote  in  its  favor. 
Be  oondoded  by  asking  for  the  yeas  and 


'  nays  on  his  amendment,  bnt  they  were  not 
granted,  and  the  amendment  was  negatived— 

Mr,  Dhattok  then  moved  to  add  to  the 
amendment  an  amendment,  providing  for  a  re- 
peal, after  December  next,  of  the  doty  l^d  on 
unfKirted  slates,  by  the  tariff  of  182B,  and  ha 
exhibited  a  nnmber  of  reasons  and  several  facts 
in  support  of  Ills  amendment 

Ur.  BoOBANAH  made  a  statement. of  facts 
relative  to  the  abundant  supply  of  slates  which 
Pennsylvania  f^imished,  to  show  the  inexpedi- 
ency of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Cassoh  replied  to  Ur.  B.,  and  contro- 
verted the  propriety  of  allowing  a  profit  of 
three  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  workers  of  slate 
in  the  United  Btatee,  and  Ur.  Hunt  and  Mr. 
Ihbib  sustained  the  statement  of  Mr.  B.,  to 
Ahow  tbe  capacity  of  the  country  to  supply 
plenty  of  slate,  but  the  business  oould  not  be 
prosecoted  witiiont  the  protecting  doty. 

Mr.  Dbatton  replied  to  all  the  ol^ectioos, 
to  show  that  the  duty  was  ooenms  and  im- 

The  question  being  then  put,  the  amendment 
was  r^eoted — yeas  66. 

Mr.  TooKBB  rose  to  move  an  amendment,  in 
which  he  said  he  was  in  earnest ;  it  was,  that, 
after  June  next,  the  daty  on  molasses  be  re- 
duced to  five  cents  B  gallon.  He  confessed  that 
he  had,  when  the  noxioos  tariff  law  of  1686 
was  before  the  House,  voted  for  the  high  doty 
on  molasses,  in  hopes  of  killing  the  bill ;  he 
thooght  he  conid  make  good  come  oot  of  evil, 
but  he  was  deceived.  He  did  not  think  the 
Mends  of  that  bill  would  swallow  the  molas- 
ses, bnt  he  was  disappointed.  As  he,  however, 
had  uded  to  put  on  the  duty,  he  now  wished 
to  try  to  take  it  off,  and  he  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  tbe  qneation,  but  they  were  re- 
fused by  the  House ;  and 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  withoot  a 
division. 

Mr.  Dbattoit  then  moved  that,  after  the 
80th  of  June  next,  the  same  duty  now  imposed 
on  a  ton  of  slates  be  imposed  on  one  thonsand 
slates,  for  reasons  which  he  explained;  hot  the 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  qoeation  was  then  pot  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Boon,  with  the  proviso  of  Mr. 
EoWAHD,  and  oairiad :  yeas  101,  nays  70. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  CABSoir,  animad- 
verting on  the  reaaooH  assigned  by  Messrs. 
Bamsii  and  WTr.mn  for  their  change  of  voto 
on  the  aalt  datj,  and  replies  by  those  gentle- 

e  question  was  (at  9  o'clock)  pot  on  order- 


lowing  vote ; 

Tub. — M  essn.  Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Butley,  Bates,  Bnylor,  Beekmui.  John 
BUir,  Bockee,  Boon,  BorsC,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
Bucbanan,  Butmao,  Caboon,  Childs,  Clark,  Cole- 
mail,  Condict,  Cooper,  Conies,  Hector  Craig,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Crcighton,  Dan^  3<^  Davis,  Denny, 
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DicUiuan,  Doddridge,  Dunoui,  Dw^t,  Bull,  £Us- 
worth,  G«OTg«  £tus,  Joihua  Ktuu,  £d«ftrd 
Ercrett,  HonM  Ererett,  Fiadltj,  finch.  Ford,  Fot^ 
ward,  Frj,  GUmora,  Qorham,  Oreimell,  Hawkinl, 
Hemphill,  Bodgei,  Howard,  Hughei,  Hunt,  Hnnt- 
ingtoa,  Ihrie,  W.  W.  IrriD,  ThomM  Irwin,  Iskcka, 
Jeaninga,  Johns,  Richard  H.  Johnaon,  Eeodall, 
KeODOD,  Kincaiil,  Perkina  King,  Adun  King, 
Lccompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  llagee,  Hallary,  Haitin- 
d&le,  Lewis  Haiwell,  Thomu  lUxwell,  HcCr«er7, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  NortOD, 
Fearce,  Pellis,  Pleraon,  Powets,  Ruiuer,  Beed, 
BichudsoD,  Rom,  Buaael,  Scott,  EhSelds,  SIU,  a  A. 
Smith,  Ambroae  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanbernr,  filaudi- 
fer,  Sterigere,  Henrj  H.  Storm,  William  L.  Stom, 
Strong,  Satfaertand,  Swann,  Swift,  Tajlor,  Teat, 
John  ThiKuon,  Yaoce,  Vannm,  Vfnton,  WaiUng- 
ton,  Whittlew!7,  Edward  D.  White,  WieUiOit, 
Yancej,  Young— lie. 

Nats. — MeBsrs.  Anderwn,  Archer,  John  B.  Bar- 
bour, Chilton,  Claiborne,  Conner,  Crocheroo,  Da- 
Tenport,  Deberr;,  Gordon,  Eunmona,  Harrej,  Cave 
JohoMU,  Lea,  Lofall,  Martin,  Hclatire,  Polk,  Ben- 
cher, Aagustine  H.  Shepperd,  Richard  Spencer, 
Taliaferro,  Wafne,  Weaka,  Wi 


TomaDAT,  Uaj  IS. 
SaU. 

Ur.  Tauarsbo  rose,  and  said,  he  aaked  of 
the  HoD»e  a  &vor  which  he  had  never  a^ed 
before,  and  which  he  had  never  refiiBod  to  any 
other  member  who  reqaeat«d  it  It  was  that 
the  Eonae  woald  grant  its  nnanlmoos  consent 
for  him  to  introduce  a  rMolution,  and  have  it 
printed, 

Inquirr  being  made  as  to  the  natnre  of  the 
resolation, 

Mr.  T.  said  it  was  of  &  nature  which  lav  nt 
the  door  of  every  man  woman,  and  child  in 
the  nation.    It  was  of  the  nature  of  salt. 

Leave  being  granted,  Ur.  T.  handed  to  tiie 
Ohur  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  salt  is  an  article  which  enters  into  tlie 
dailj  consumption  of  ever^  human  lieing  in  our 
country,  as  a  matter  of  primary  and  unavoidable 
necessitj,  and  is,  to  a  very  great  extent,  procur«d 
at  a  high  price,  compared  with  the  cost  of  prodnc- 
ing  it,  which  too  often  exposes  the  poor  consumer 
to  the  grioding  eiactiona  of  the  vender  and  moaopo* 
lUt  of  the  article.  InflueDccd  by  such,  and  by  other 
obviously  Bound  considerations,  Cougreas  never  haa, 
except  under  circumstances  of  great  and  emergent 
Sfcal  necessity,  imposed  a  duty  on  salt.  And 
whereas,  mnce  the  oeceadty  fbr  which  the  eiisClng 
tax  on  salt  wu  Imposed  (after  five  years'  entire  ex- 
emption of  it  from  duty)  in  the  years  1S13  and 
1816,  has  been  succeasTuUy  met  anil  overcome  by 
the  paUent  bearing  and  faithful  payment  of  this 
and  the  other  taxes  by  the  people;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment no  longer  needs  the  revenue  arising  &om 
the  eiisdng  tax  on  aalc: 

Rfolrtd,  That,  from  and  after  the  SOth  day  of 
September  next,  the  duty  Imposed  on  all  salt  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  the  territories 
thereof,  shall  be  ten  cents  the  measured  bu^el ; 
and  that,  from  and  after  the  SOth  day  of  September, 
1831,  salt  may  be  Imported  aa  aforesaid,  free  of  any 
doty  whatever. 


Jtfotwti,  That  the  Committee  of  Wajt  sndHeiH 
be  inttmcted  to  prepare  and  report  a  Ull,  in  md- 
formity  with  the  fbreginng  resolution. 

He  ruolDtion  bring  read,  Hr.  T.  moved  Hut 
it  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Ifr.  Pomut  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  allow  the  nhdUHaa 
to  be  now  considered. 

Iff.  Talufubo  did  not  Intend  to  ask  fbr  its 
0(»iBideration  at  this  tiiM,  bat,  at  the  reqnM 
of  the  ^tlemaa  from  SorQi  Oarolint,  ha 
wtmld  withdraw  his  motion  to  lav  it  on  tbt 
table. 

Mr.  PoTTKB  then  demanded  the  qnesSoo  tf 
consideration. 

Mr.  iRvnr,  of  Ohio,  reminded  Wr.  T.  of  Iv 
promise.  If  the  resolntion  were  received,  to 
ask  that  It  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  not  now 
considered. 

Mr.  TujArKBBo  Immediately  rose,  and  adud 
aa  a  favor  of  Hr,  Pottkb  that  be  wonld  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  permit  Uie  reeohitien  to 
be  laid  on  the  taUo;  and  he  begged  Mrdon  fbr 
having  for  a  momeot  forgot  the  pMge  which 
he  had  given,  in  first  jie^ng  to  tiie  request  of 
Ur.  PoTTKB ;  he  regretted  it,  and  hoped  that 
gentleman  woold  permit  him  to  redeem  bis 

Mr.  PoTTiB  accordingly  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion ;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TuuniM^ 
the  resolntion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Tariff. 

The  engrossed  hill  "  to  amend  the  Kt  In 
alteration  of  the  several  acta  laying  dnties  on 
imports,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  stated,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  f " 

Mr.  Hau,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  he  had 
not  heard  distinctly  the  title,  and  wishtd  to 
hear  iL  He  bad  onderstood  the  bill  to  Ik  a 
bill  for  enforcing  the  oolleotion  of  the  revenoe; 
he  wished  always  to  call  things  hy  thnr  right 
names.  He  had  never  given  a  tariff  vote,  dm 
did  he  ever  intend  to  do  bo  ;  bnt,  sir,  sud  Ur. 
H^  I  ahonid  certainly  do  bo  were  I  to  vote  fof 
this  biU.  This  is  a  bill  profbasedly  and  in 
fact,  to  enforce  the  tariff  taw  of  1S38.  Tbt 
original  bill  to  which  this  is  proposed  as  sQ 
amendment  or  snbttitote,  was  intended  fbr  the 
same  parpose.  And  why  is  the  amendmeDt,  or 
the  bill  it^eU;  proposed  or  required  t  Evidently 
beoaose  the  tariff  of  1828  is  defective~ia  in- 
efficient. This  bill  is  to  supply  the  defbcl— to 
give  the  efficiency  desired.  It  is,  tiierefbre,  to 
be  the  efficient  canse — the  real  cavta  muwM 
of  any  additional  effect  produced  by  the  tsrin 
of  182S,  whether  for  good  or  evU,  As,  there- 
fore, I  never  did  give  a  tariff  vote,  and  as  this 
bill  is  virtnally,  and  to  all  practical  pumiw^ 
the  Uriff  law  of  1S38, 1  shall  not  vote  for  il< 
I  am  aware  that,  in  regard  to  amendments  of  s 
certun  character,  I  differ  from  many  here  in 
my  construction  of  the  I«i  jMrfiam*"*""?- 
AU  alterations,  rir,~are  not  amendmmts.  Th>> 
is  one  instance  in  point  All  propositions  pur- 
porting to  be  amendmenta  are  not  leallj  so. 
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Wbea  the  primaiy  law  was  proMnted  to  me,  I 
ibhorred  it  aa  mnoh  aa  natnre  abhors  a  Tacanm. 
If  1  triU  VIS  before  ua,  bad  in  its  natnrs,  and  a 
■bditate  nnder  the  name  of  amendment  of- 
ftnd,  BO  garnished  (thoogh  oontdning  the 
tHH  prindplea)  as  to  make  it  more  eBBilj  swal- 
lovM.  it  mrnld,  in  point  of  piinoiple,  be  no 
tmcndment,  but  a  mere  sab^tnte,  ia  form. 
Vbere  an  amendmeot  offered  has  the  effect  of 
Aiking  off  a  portion,  bf  wbioh  the  actnal  evil 
is  ksMoed,  UiiH  ia  both  an  alteration  and 
afflendment ;  but  not  so  the  striking  ont  one 
eril,  aod  iaserting  the  same  in  effect.  I  have 
oeTer  nffbred  mTMlf  to  be  thna  caught  bj  the 
name  of  tmeodmanL  Sir,  I  thonld  not  have 
voted  for  thb  Ull  had  the  salt  been  ret^ned  in 
it— itwianot  to  mj  taste,  however  well  salt- 
ed. I  wonld  as  soon  have  voted  for  the  biU 
itMl^  called  Hallarr's  bill,  becanse  I  could  not 
liave  been  made  to  vote  for  either. 

Vr.  TircEKa,  of  Sontb  Carolina,  entered 
pnttj  largely  into  a  statement  also  of  his  ob- 
jectims  to  the  bill,  and  to  the  pratAoting  sje- 
tMn.  ■  He  waa  followed  bj 

Mr.  Cbiltok,  of  EentoolcT',  who  argoed 
NTDestlj  at  some  l«n^  on  Uie  same  side,  and 
eoadnded  wiUt  a  motion  to  laf  the  bill  on  the 
tibia,  which  waa  negatived. 

Ur.  OuDBaixHa  brieflj  stated  why  he 
ihoald  vote  for  the  bill,  notwithstandiog  his 
repngnaDce  to  aome  of  its  provisions,  which  he 
deemed  improper,  bnt  which  he  relied  on  the 
Benate  to  rectify. 

the  qneatioa  waa  then  put  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  uie  affinnativa  b;  the 
{oHowiDg  vot« : 

Tua — Ifcesra.  Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Baile;, 
Buber,  Butley,  Bmte«,  Baflor,  Beekman,  John  BUir, 
Bockte,  Boon,  Bent,  Brown,  Baahanan,  Bargei,  Bat- 
nu,  CUuMn,  Cambreleeg,  Chandler,  Chlldl,  Clark, 
Coltioaii,  Condict,  Cooper,  'Cowles,  Hector  Craig, 
Isbnt  Craig,  Crane,  Crawbrd,  Creighton,  Crovnin- 
Aidd,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Denny,  De  Witt,  Dickln- 
■M,  Doddridge,  Duneu,  Dwlgbt,  Earll,  Ellsworth, 
Gemn  Bnns,  Joahna  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Hor- 
>M  Ererett,  lindlaj,  nnch.  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore, 
GimwU,  Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodgea,  Hollfaian, 
Hwtrd,  Hnghea,  Hont,  Hnntiogton,  Duie,  Inger- 
nU,  Irrin,  Jrwin,  lateka,  Jenoings,  Jofaos,  Richard 
M.  Jskntira,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Khicaid,  Perkins 
Eiag.  Lacompte,  Letcher,  Lvon,  Hagee,  Uallarj, 
XtRlDdale,  L.  Haiwell,  HcCreery,  Mercer,  Hilchell, 
Vnell,  Kohlenberg,  Nortec,  Overton,  Pearce,  Fet- 
lia,  Fietaca,  Powers,  Ramaey,  Bazidolph,  Reed, 
KiclurdMiii,  Bow,  .Bcott,  Shield^  Semines,  Sitl, 
Snik.  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanberry,  ^aadl- 
fv,  Slerigere,  Slephene,  Henry  R.  Slorrs,  William 
L.  Btom,  Strong,  Bntherlaiid,  Swann,  Swtft,  Taylor, 
I<n,Tli<iMBon,  Tracy,  Vanoe,  Vamuni,  Verplanek, 


Ntn.— Heaara.  Andenon,  Archer,  Jobn  S.  Bar- 
^  PUSp  P.  Barbour,  Barringer,  Chilton,  CUl- 
^enw,  Qiy,  Coniker,  Croekett,  Siicheion,  Daven- 
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.  Qiy,  Coniker,  Croekett,  Siicheion, 
IMlmy,  Dedta,  Drayton,   Dudley,  Gordon, 
—  Harvey,  Cvit  Johnson,  Lea,  Lent,  Loyall, 


Lewis,  Lnmpkln,  Maxwell,  HcCoy,  Hclntire,  Pelic, 
Rencber,  Boane,  William  B.  Staepard,  Anguatine  H. 
Shepperd,  Riebard  Bpeocer,  TidJaferro,  Trriraut, 
Tneker,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Williams,  Wingate— 10. 


■  W111HUD1.T,  May  19. 
JS^«al  of  Dvty  on  Salt. 
Ifr.  HoDnmna,  from  the  Oonimittee  of  Ways 
and  HeaoB^  reported  the  following  bill : 

S*  if  maeitd,  de.  That  the  duty  on  salt  be  llf- 
teen  cents  per  bnshel  of  Sny-sii  poonds,  fnlm  the 
Slit  of  December,  18S1 ;  and,  after  that  time,  tea 
cent*  a  bnshel,  and  no  more." 
The  bill  was  read  the  first  time ;  when 
Mr.  Eaiti.L,  of  New  York,  Directed  to  the 
second  reading,  which  motion,  by  the  mles  of 
the  HoQse,  was  tantamonnt  to  a  motion  to  re- 
ject the  bill 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Millcr, 
Mr.'  Davis,  of  HsasacbDMtts,  expressed  briefly 
his  objections  to  the  bill,  and  ooncladed  by 
moving  t«  poHtpone  the  bill  to  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  with  the  view,  if  his  motion  pre- 
vailed, of  moving  a  coll  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  I^«aaiiry,  to  coUeot  oertala  information, 
which  Mr.  D.  deemed  neoessary  to  enable 
CongreM  to  act  discreetly  on  so  important  a 

Mr.  Ohiltoit  called  for  the  yeaa  and  naya. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub  moved  the  previooa 
question. 

Mr.  Hom an  rose  to  a  p<nnt  of  order,  which 
the  Chair  overraled. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  being  seo- 
ooded, 

Mr.  PowzBs.  of  Kew  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  and  the  yeas  and  naya  being 
demanded  by  iSr.  Connib,  they  were  taken, 
and  the  motion  to  lay  on  tjie  table  lost :  yeaa 
88,  naya  103. 

The  previooa  question  being  then  carried  by 
110  to  73, 

The  muD  queetion  was  put,  "  Shall  the  bill 
be  r^ected  t  "  and  waa  neg^ved :  yeaa  65, 
naya  lOS.    Of  oonrse. 

The  bill  waa  ordwed  to  a  second  reading.* 


•  (niTs  amn  of  thli  bill  wu  in  nsl  pravldlng  Itir  ttia 
loD  of  tht  flihlnf  bonnElH  uid  kUowuhhs  Id  propo> 
I  ta*  ndostlon  of  tb«  Hit  duty  gn  wUeh  tb«T  nr* 
finukd>d.  That  «mr,  tbdD  10  fnTa,  hu  beeome  more  u 
babic  t!iUai>*d  la  laCwqaanl  Hdaetigu  of  th«  tilt 
nstU  Itaa  bonntlH  ud  lUowueH  biTe  nuilf  loit 
Anmditlon,  nod  bscgna  alaioal  mked  baaDUa  from 
nuorj.  Id  areiy  aot  l^nf  or  nlMn^  the  dntf  od 
ha  aihlDf  bossUai  ud  ■Uawuoaa  wan  laid  with  II, 
ua  with  It;  ud  whu  the  dotf  wu  lotallr  ■bollitind 
la  Kr.  JinnaB'>*dDiliiiMnt[aD,(Muiib  Sd,ISOT,)  tha  bono- 
lea  and  illowaiieaB  ware  alio  aoUralr  abollihed— both  dooa 
a  tba  mm  aal— the  wit  dalj'  aboUibad  la  tha  flnt  laatlin, 
nd  the  bonnClaa  and  illowueia  In  tba  ueond. 
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THUB8D1.T,  May  20. 
Ite]MxUo/J>vtyonSaU. 

The  bill  Mported  yesterday,  for  rednolng  the 
dnty  on  rait,  being  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  moved  thet  the  bill 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 

Mr.  MoDcim  opposed  this  course,  as  mere- 
ly going  to  produce  delay  and  a  def^t  of  the 
bill,  which,  u  there  was  a  m^ority  bvorable 
to  the  object,  shonld  be  acted  on  immediately 
to  effect  its  passage  this  session. 

Mr.  IsaRRsoLL  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  instrncted  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
Adding  thereto  the  following  section : 

"From  lad  after  the  SOth  September,  IBSO,  the 
daty  oa  molasses  shall  be  Eve  oenta  per  gallon,  and 
DO  more;  and  from  and  after  that  time,  a  drawback 
be  allowed  en  all  spirita  distilled  in  this  country 
from  foreiKD  molasaes,  od  the  eipartatloa  thereof 
to  any  fornea  country,  the  same  as  was  allowed  be- 
fore the  lanff  of  I9th  of  Hay,  1SS8." 

Mr.  I.  said,  if  there  was  one  article  on  which 
the  tariff  of  I8S6  operated  nnjastly,  it  was  tiiat 
which  he  now  soogut  to  relieve.  The  ii^ostice 
at  Ute  double  duty  imposed  on  molasses,  in 
1828,  woold  be  very  Renerally  acknowledged, 
and  by  none  mure  fraakly  than  those  by  whose 
votes  the  increase  was  effected.  No  man  now 
woold  deny,  indeed,  it  had  already  been  dis- 
tinctly admitted  on  this  floor,  that  molasses 
was  loaded  with  a  heavy  dnty,  at  the  period  to 
which  be  alJoded,  for  the  porpose  of  rendering 
the  tariff  odioas.  It  was  Doped  by  the  Sonth- 
em  gentlemen  who  voted  it  in,  that  the  bill 
would  be  thas  dragged  by  too  heavy  a  doee  to 

Kdown.  Jn  that  they  were  dis^pointed,  and 
was  glad  to  see  a  disposition,  which  had 
been  expressed  on  a  late  oooasioD,  by  one  of 
those  wno  was  in  the  vote,  to  nndo  what  had 
in  this  rentect  failed  to  answer  the  object  in- 
tended. Mr.  L  felt  more  solicitude  on  this  sub- 
ject, at  the  present  time,  from  having  recently 
examined  with  care  the  report  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  in  regard  to  the  commeroe  and 
navigation  of  the  country  for  the  year  past. 
He  fonnd  in  that  docament  that  our  trade  with 
Cnba,  the  island  from  whence  our  greatest  im- 
portations come,  had  declined  nearly  a  million 
of  dollars  during  the  past  year  from  what  it 
had  nanally  been.  The  canse  of  this  decline 
was  prinoipdly  to  be  attribnted,  as  he  learnt 
from  a  most  intelligent  resident  in  that  island, 
to  the  fact  that,  under  onr  present  heavy  duty 
upon  molasses,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
expense  of  freigbta  and  casks,  the  islanders 
could  not  make  sales  of  the  article  to  ns  to  any 
extent;  and  they  now  actnally  spread  over 
their  land,  and  use  as  mauore,  immense  quan- 
tities of  molasses,  which  they  would  gladly  ex- 
change for  the  lumber  and  breadatnffa  of  our 
country,  if  we  would  bnt  let  Ibe  trade  go  on. 
Are  gentlemen  aware,  said  Mr.  I.,  that  the 
trade  with  Cuba  is  one  of  the  mo^  valnable 


[Mat,  isao. 

branches  of  oor  foreign  commerce)  Itstsadt 
on  the  list  next  to  England  and  France  ia 
amount ;  and  strike  out  the  articles  of  cotton 
and  tobacco  which  go  to  these  coantries,  and  it 
will  eiceed  oor  trade  with  both  nations.  Ksy, 
sir,  as  a  market  for  our  breadstuffs,  it  is  mora 
valuable  to  ns  than  all  Europe.  It  is,  too,  a 
trade  in  which  every  section  of  this  conntrj  a 
deeply  interested — it  has  no  sectional  beariog. 
It  takes,  in  large  qDactiliea,  the  rice  of  \& 
Soatb,  the  lumber  of  North  Carolina,  the  grain 
and  beef  of  the  West  which  descend  the  Uia- 
siasippi,  and  find  there  almost  their  onlj  fet- 
eign  market — the  flour  of  the  Middle  Stales, 
the  com  meal,  lumber,  and  live  stock  of  'Stw 
England.  Besides  this,  immense  quantities  of 
OUT  manufactured  articles  find  an  oQtlet  th«re; 
not  those  mann&ctnres  which  were  noxious  to 
some  parts  of  this  country,  but  those  whicli  ue 
produced  in  the  workshops  of  our  mechsnics  in 
every  State  of  the  Dnion — such  as  hats,  leatber, 
camagea,  shoes,  barnesses,  soap,  candles,  snd 
cabinet  fumttare.  A  trade  like  this,  said  Ut 
L,  is  one  of  the  last  that  should  be  sbwikied. 
We  impose  heavy  duUea  on  European  goods, 
because  we  cannot  barter  away  oor  breaoMnS 
or  agricultural  prodncia  for  them :  but  here  a 
a  market  which  offers  to  take  every  thing  thai 
yon  will  send — it  invites  to  it  every  interest 
that  can  be  named.  Why  then  cripple  it  by  sn 
ungenerous  regulation  of  your  own ;  and  wbj 
visit  your  heaviest  tax  upon  the  humblest  arti- 
cle which  goes  into  the  consumption  of  tha 
poorest  people  of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  I.  add  he  wonld  say  a  few  words  is  to 
the  proposed  rednction  of  the  dnty  on  ESlt,  u 
he  might  not  have  another  opportunity  to  give 
his  reasons  for  the  votes  he  had  given,  or 
should  give,  on  that  question.  The  salt  trade 
of  this  country  had  not  been  oorreotiy  repre- 
sented. We  have  heard  ronoh  of  the  salt  tu, 
as  bearing  severely  and  peculiarly  on  the  poor: 
and  so  far  as  that  was  the  case,  he  could  ko  sa 
far  as  any  man  in  extending  relief.  But  Uiere 
never  was  a  time,  even  when  salt  was  dnty 
free,  that  It  could  be  had  dieuier  than  it  oav 
can,  even  on  the  seaboard ;  and  never  so  chwp 
in  the  interior,  near  the  extensive  salt  v*"^ 
which  have  grown  up  under  the  operation  of 
the  existing  dnty.  The  bulk  of  oar  importa- 
tion of  salt,  and  on  which  moat  of  the  dntr 
operates,  is  not  the  coarse  West  India  salt  used 
to  pack  proviaioua,  and  which  is  oonsnuKU 
principally  by  the  poorer  dtiieus;  but  the  re- 
Bned,  or  brown  salt,  as  it  is  called,  which  ve 
import  from  Uverpool,  or  other  ports  of  Great 
Britain.  .The  value  of  foreign  salt  imported 
during  the  last  year,  as  qipeara  by  the  Tre«^ 
ury  returns;,  kmounted  to  seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighteen 
doilars,  of  which  four  hundred  and  sixty-seTen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  wo 
imported,  not  from  Turk's  Island,  or  from  any 
West  India  port,  bnt  from  England  and  Ire- 
land. This  kind  is  imported  principally  in  lU 
refined  and  mannfaotured  state,  for  the  tables 
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rf  tbe  rioh,  ud  b  u  fur  &  mbjoct  for  reveane 
u  SD7  one  th&t  can  be  named.  He  ahoold  be 
op^Kwed  to  redncbg  the  dnt;  on  this  refined 
trade ;  bnt  would  cheerftill;  redoce  the  dntf 
00  the  aotrse  and  strong  West  India  or  Turk's 
Idtud  salt,  because  that  was  used  bj  the  poor, 
tod  pM8  largely'  into  the  agrioultaral  (^>era- 
tioDi  of  the  oonntrj.  He  wonld  redaoe  this, 
and  leaTB  the  other  nntonched,  for  tha  same 
reason  that  he  woold  rednca  the  dntj  on  mo- 
laasee  and  leave  sngar  UDtoaohed ;  in  other 
voidt,  he  woold  light«n  the  tax  from  those 
who  ire  least  able  to  pay  it,  and  let  tlie  harden 
lett  on  thoM  who  nse  the  most  expensiTa,  or 
what  are  Miterallj  deemed  the  most  Inxniioni 
anidat.  Shonid  the  amendment  which  he  now 
offered  pter^  he  pledged  himaelf  to  follow  it 
np  bf  another,  making  a  dtsorimination  on  salt, 
that  be  tboncht  wonld  be  aooeptable  to  eveir 
part  of  the  Uonse. 

Hr.  TcoKKB,  for  tlie  purpose  of  brining  on 
a  disonssion  upon  the  bill  117  itself,  moved  the 
pKTioQs  qnestion ;  which  motion  being  sec- 
onded b;  a  tnaiorit;,  and  the  preriODs  question 
being  (tutaineii  by  a  Tote,  by  yeas  and  nays,  of 
as  to  88, 

The m^ question waa then pnt.  Til :  "Shall 
the  bill  be  enerossed,  and  read  a  third  time  f " 
and  WIS  daeiiMd  in  uie  afflrmatiTe  by  the  Ibl- 
kiring  rote :  yeas  108,  naya  BS. 


TtxD^j,  May  81. 
JfoItMSM  and  Sum, 
Vr.  HoDnrm,  from  the  Comnutt«e  of  Tays 
md  Means,  reported  the  following  bill :  • 

"&  U  tuaeUd,  At.  Thai,  from  and  after  the  SOth 
daf  of  September,  IS30,  the  duty  on  molaasea  shall 
U  fire  cents  per  gallon,  and  no  more ;  and  from 
'   '  T  VbaX  time,  there  ahalt  be  alloired  a  draw- 


tram  Bxe^  moluaea,  on  the  exportation  thereof 
loanyftririRn  port  or  place,  other  than  the  domin- 
Vf  of  any  foreigo  Btate  immediatdy  acUiriniog  the 
Halted  States,  in  the  sBtae  manner,  and  on  the 
ttmt  eonditioii^  as  before  the  tariff  of  Hay  the 
llUi,lBS8." 
The  InII  being  read  the  irK  and  second  time, 
Kr.  MoDnvfTi  moved  that  the  bill  be  en- 
groned  for  k  tbird  reading. 

AcaQof  theHonsewaa  moved,  and  ordered, 
but  somoded  before  the  Olerk  had  got  tiironi^ 

Ur.  WioxuTR  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion ;  which  being  ordered, 

The  qneetion  wae  taken,  and  the  motion  de- 
cided in  the  negative :  yeas  60,  nays  130 ;  and 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  Hme, 
by  a  large  majority. 

OuUart  0/  Silk. 
The  Honse  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
nsolotion  reported  by  Mr.  Bpkhoeb,  of  New 


[H.O 


York,  &  week  or  two  ago^  for  printing  ten 
thousand  copies  of  Mr.  Bnui's  report  on  the 
culture  of  silk. 

Mr.  Spbkoxb  replied  to  the  ohjeotions  which 
had  been  urged,  on  a  former  occasion,  to  this 
propoeiciun,  contending  for  the  eatahlished  value 
of  tJie  informatioa  ccntained  in  the  report — the 
great  importanoe  of  diffosing  it  throng  the 
country,  masmuch  as  silk  migut  be  successfully 
cnltivated  in  every  part  of  the  Union — the 
great  value  to  the  country  of  that  culture,  and 
the  importance  of  enconraging  it  by  the  distri- 
bution of  instruction  in  the  various  processes 
of  Ute  art ;  to  show  all  which,  he  adanced  va- 
rions  facte  and  ai^ment&  and  a  number  of 
respectable  authorities,  lii.  S.  concluded  by 
offering  a  modification  of  the  resolution,  1^ 
order  of  the  Oommittee  <ai  Agriculture,  pro- 
posing to  print  thousand  copies  of  the 

report, 

Mr.  Hatkes,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the 
resolution  and  the  amendment  he  Md  on  the 
table ;  and  the  question  being  pnt^  the  motion 
was  n^dved :  yeas  71,  nays  93. 

Mr.  Polk  then  roee  to  speak  on  the  snbjeot, 
bal  tlie  expiration  of  the  nour  ont  off  further 
debat«. 

fii.TUBDAT,  May  S3. 
CvtUiTe  of  Silk. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  resolution  modified 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Spekoe^  to  read  as  follows : 

Seiolttd,  That  di  thoBsand  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Agrionltore,  made  to  this 
House  on  the  ISth  of  Harch  last,  with  the  commu- 
nleatioD  accempanying  the  same,  on  the  culture 
aad  maooilkcture  of  siQc,  and  the  like  number  of 
copiee  (d'  essays  on  Americao  silk,  by  Muan.  Peter 
S.  Duponceau  and  John  D'Homergue,  recently  pub- 
lished, be  printed  for  the  use  of  Ihe  House. 

Mr.  Pole  opposed  the  resolntioD,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  more  propriety  in 

C':ing,  and  paying  for,  ont  of  the  contingent 
of  the  Honse,  instnictions  in  the  art  and 
mystery  of  cultivating  silk,  than  in  printing 
and  distributing  the  American  Farmer,  Taylor's 
Arator,  a  work  on  Farriery,  or  any  other  trea- 
tise on  any  branch  of  mrol  economy.  Ac 

Mr.  OEtLTON  also  opposed  what  ne  oonsid- 
ered  taxing  the  community  some  two  or  three 
thonsand  ddlars,  to  print  books  for  the  use  of 
the  memb^s,  and  to  distribute  amongst  their 
friends ;  and  ai^ined  generally  against  the  prac- 
tice of  voting  money  out  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  private  use.  He  h,id 
no  doubt  when  the  people  recovered  their 
senses — recovered  from  that  convulsion,  that 


sort  of  retrenchment  and  reform.     He  oon- 
clodod  a  number  of  remarks  of  the  like  effect, 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tables 
but  with£«w  it  at  the  reqneet  of 
Mr.  Spxhceb,  who  argued  to  show  that  the 
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'i  it  was  proposed  to  distribute, 
«s8ible  to  the  people  genecHUy ; 
■e  on  a  subject  of  immense  impor- 
DOnDtrr,  and  one  which  ought  to 
1  b;  die  House ;  tbst  the  cost  of 
ion  was  imigDifioaat,  compared 
e  which  it  would  be  to  the  whole 
When  Mr.  8.  concluded, 
B  moved  to  lay  the  resolntion  on 
,  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
,  at  the  call  of  Mr.  Batlob  ;  and, 


a,  and  spoke  ontil  the  eipiratioD 


MoDDAT,  Uaj  24. 

OttUun  <if  SOL 
reenmed  the  consideration  of  the 
ported  by  the  Conmiittee  on  Agri- 
int  uz  thoosand  copies  of  cer- 
the  cnltnre  of  silk,  &e, 
>H,  to  fKt  rid  of  fariher  debate'  on 
movM  the  previous  qnesdon ; 
seconded,  and  the  main  qnestion 

T  required  a  diriMon  of  the  qaea- 

m  being  occordinglj  pnt  on  the 

of  the  resolution,  viz :  "  That  six 
ies  of  the  report  of  the  Commit' 
Iture,  made  to  this  Hoose  on  the 
b,  1B28,  with  the  oommnnication 
I  the  stune,  (Mr.  Rush's  report, J 
B  of  silk,"  be  printed,  it  waa  de- 
affirmative  bv  veas  and  nava: 
sB8. 

1  member  of  the  resolaldon,  viz : 
:e  number  of  copies  of  essays  on 
:,  bj  Messrs.  Peter  S.  Duponcesu 
lomergne,  recently  pahlished,  be 
he  ose  of  the  Hoase,"  was  then 
'  hy  yeas  and  nays — 100  to  60, 
le  of  the  resolution  was  agreed  to, 

tniMal  <ff  tM  Indiant. 

then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished 
'ednesday  last,  being  the  bill  pro- 
e  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond 
lisaippl — the  question  pending  be- 
an for  the  previous  qnestion. 
he  sense  of  the  Honse  on  second' 
Q  for  the  previous  question,  only 

rose,  and  the  motion  was  there- 
ided  by  a  majority  of  the  House, 
m  then  recurred  on  the  amend- 

opposed  the  amendments,  and 
r  that  the  biU  itself  proposed  an 
only  to  carry  into  effect  existing 
treatiea  witli  the  Indian  tribes, 
.heir  constmction  by  the  Qovem- 
trodnced  no  new  policy,  as  waa 


contended  by  the  oppo^tion  to  it.  Therefore, 
the  amendment  was  nnneoeeeaiy, 

Mr.  Stobbb  replied,  and  contended  that  no 
treaty  in  existence  contained  Uie  provision 
whidi  his  amendment  proposed,  ana  that  it 
was  therefore  necessary  and  eipedieut. 

Mr.  Watkb  denied  what  the  amendmeDt  as- 
sumed, namely,  that  the  Cherolcees  were  s  no- 
tion independent  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  Be 
expressed  e.  determinatiun  to  talie  an  opportu- 
nity of  going  to  the  foundation  of  this  question 
of  Indian  rights,  and  that  whatever  credit 
gentlemen  might  obtidn  for  a  fandfol  ele- 
quenoe,  they  ahonld  not  have  the  benefit  of  tlie 
argument. 

Mr.  WiLDB  called  for  the  reading  of  tb 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  of  May  16, 
1628,  as  a   reply  to  the    resolution  of  Ur, 

Mr.  ViRTOiT  argued  that  as  that  tre^  wm 
made  by  .the  Oherokees  west  of  the  MisBisEippi, 
it  had  no  binding  effect  on  the  Cherokee)  re- 
maining on  the  east  of  the  Misdssippi.  Qa 
commented  on  that  treat;  as  a  direct  aid 
^ss  violation  of  all  justice,  and  expressed  the 
mdignation  he  had  always  felt  at  such  an  at- 
tempt to  violate  the  rights  of  third  persons. 

Mr.  Buboes  cootenaed  that  the  treaty  of 
1628  was  practically  a  fraud,  a  deep  and  last- 
ing disgr^e  to  the  last  administration,  and  that 
this  hilt  contained,  by  implication,  a  confirms- 
tion  of  that  fraud,  now  attempted  to  be  palmed 
upon  this  nation ;  to  sustain  which  opimoD% 
he  adverted  to  the  history  of  the  tie^,  Sin 
the  circumstances  growing  out  of  it 

Mr:  jKKumos  made  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
argned  to  show  that  the  treaty  which  liod  been 
denounced,  waa  jnst  and  proper,  and  cited  the 
treaty  with  the  Indians  east  of  the  Misaseippi, 
to  show  that  the  bill  before  the  House  wae  in 
conformity  to  the  settled  poltey  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  read  the  Joumu,  to  show  Ihst 
many  gentlemen  who  opposed  this  hill,  sop- 
ported  precisely  the  same  pravisians  ic  182G, 
when  recommended  by  a  oiffercnt  Presideot; 
inferred  from  that,  that  the  opposition  to  it 
was  a  party  o|n>osition  to  the  administration, 
and  to  the  Sooth :  that,  as  this  bill  waa  knowii 
to  be  the  leading  measure  of  the  present  Prea- 
dent,  it  was  an  object  of  great  solicitude  wili 
the  oppoffltion  to  defeat  it ;  and  therefore  called 
on  those  who  avowed  themselves  the  support- 
ers of  the  administration,  to  sustain  this  meas- 
ure ;  that,  if  they  did  not,  they  would  be  faith- 
less, and  traitors  to  their  party,  Mr.  L.  then 
proceeded  at  some  length  to  vindicate  the  pol- 
icy of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Messrs.  6toeb9 
and  EvKBErr,    When  he  concluded, 

Mr.  Btobbb  rose,  and  sud,  that,  as  a  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Huipniix)  vu 
about  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  of  > 
more  extensive  effect,  and  which  would  super- 
sede the  amendment  now  before  the  House,  be 
would  withdraw  it  until  the  question  could  be 
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taken,  or  that  whioh  he  (Ur.  E.)  woa  about  to 

Ml.  Eranrr,  of  Uasssolmsetta,  replied  briefly 
to  lb.  Liwis's  reference  to  himoel^  in  which, 
tmoDg  other  remarka^  he  obaerred,  that,  if  the 
pronnoDsof  the  preaent  bill  were  preciselj  the 
■une  ta  thwe  which  he  had  Buoported  in  1826, 
it  wu  lingular  that  the  gentlemen  who  now 
tdroeate  this  ehoold  have  voted  agwnst  that, 
ii*u  the  case  with  the  inembera  from  Geor- 
^  itself;  and  he  vindicated  himself  &om  the 
impDtatkm  of  being  inflaeooed  in  his  conrse  on 
Itiis  ntbieot  by  party  conuderatdons. 

l£r.  THOiofloii  said  that  he  did  not  riae  to 
eat«r  iat«  a  general  diaonsuon,  at  that  time, 
of  the  Nityect  then  before  the  House — that 
ttthoi^  he  had  pniposeJj  abstained  from  a 
partieipatioii  in  the  ^sciunon  of  bdt  of  the 
nrtom  ml^iecta  which  had  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Hooae  during  the  present  seasion, 
with  a  qieoial  view  to  secure  to  himaelf  the 
priTil^  (tf  diaonssing  tbia  sabjeot  at  some 
leejth,  yet  oonnderations  of  an  important 
character  had  disposed  him  to  abstun  from  the 
dianuston;  nor  would  he  now  tronble  the 
Boioe  with  any  remarks  npon  the  sulyect,  for 
b«  thought  the  caose  of  prmoiple  and  human- 
ity could  be  better  served  by  voting  than  by 
ttUing;  bnt  the  gentleman  from  Hasaachnsetts 
(Vr.  £vEBnT)  had,  on  two  occasionB,  alluded 
ta  the  vot«  which  the  delegation  from  Georgia 
p.tt  on  the  call  of  the  late  Preaident  of  the 
taited  States  (JCr.  Aoaxb)  for  an  appropria- 
tion  to  carry  what  is  commonly  called  the  new 
tnttj  into  effect.  Mr.  T.  said  that  be  felt  that 
it  TM  dne  to  Georgia — to  the  gentlemen  who 
Moposed  that  delegation — to  correct  princi- 
ple»--Io  the  House,  and  to  the  American  peo- 
pk,  to  itate  concisely  the  principles  which  in- 
Sneooed  the  Georgia  dele^tion  on  that  occa- 
OMU  In  Febmary,  1826,  said  Mr.  T.,  commis- 
acntn  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Saxm  for  the  purpose,  entered  into  compact 
_  with  ttie  Creek  Indians,  at  the  Indian  Springs, 
'  by  which  Uiey  reliuqcished  their  clum  to  alt 
iMTTtory  within  the  limita  of  Georgia.  This 
Mnpaet  was  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  the 
CfQenl  Government,  and,  with  objections  to 
iu  Ttlidity,  was  presented  to  the  President, 
iho  laid  that  instrument,  with  the  objections 
tu  it.  before  a  cabinet  council;  and  under  the 
•Jvice  of  the  conacil,  the  treaty,  with  the  ob- 
j^rtioQa,  was  preaented  to  the  Ornate  for  ratifl- 
ration.  That  body,  by  a  very  large  m^ority, 
|jTe  their  laDetion  to  it.  Bat  before  the  rati- 
iotioa  received  executive  sanctiOD,  the  Presi- 
ilditisl  chair  changed  incumbents.  Mr.  Adams, 
«hu  was  a  member  of  the  council  who  advised 
"ib.  Xonroe  to  lay  the  subject  before  the  Sen- 
•te,  tatceeded  to  the  executive  chair,  and  final- 
'j  gave  the  execotive  sanction  to  that  ratifica- 
bML  Thus,  sud  Mr.  T.,  that  treaty,  having 
rwrived  final  coostitntional  sanction,  became  a 
■fprcffle  taw  of  the  land,  and  of  coarse  was  by 
th«  coostitatioD  placed  on  the  same  dignified 
ENnad  with  the  constitatioa  itself  for  uiat  in- 
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stmment  says  that  "  this  constitnlion,  and  laws 
of  &e  United  States  whidt  shall  be  made  in 
pursuance  thereof^  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  under  the  anthority  of 
the  United  Stat«s,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land."  Now,  sir,  said  Mr,  T.,  the  treaty  of 
the  Indian  Springs  liaving  thus  received  consti- 
tutional sanctions,  all  the  territory  within  the 
limits  of  Georgi^  embraced  by  its  provisions, 
became  a  part  of  the  sovereign  St^» — for  oa 
Georgia,  b;  the  issue  of  the  American  revolu- 
tion, acquired  the  right  to  eiclusive  sovereign- 
ty within  her  limits,  and  as  the  United  States. 
by  the  compact  with  Georgia,  in  1802,  bonnd 
themselves  to  extiugnish  the  Indian  title  to  all 
territorr  within  Georgia,  for  the  use  of  that 
State,  the  instant  that  those  Indians  thns  relin- 
i^uished  their  titie,  a  full,  perfect,  and  completa 
title  to  the  territory  embraced  by  the  pro- 
visions of  that  treaty  vrithin  the  limits  of 
Georgia,  vested  in  that  State,  which  could  not 
be  divested  without  her  oonsent.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
T.,  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  opening  Message  ad- 
dressed to  Congress  at  the  ooinmenoement  of- 
the  session  which  immediately  ensued  his  in- 
stallation into  the  executive  office,  repudiated 
the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  (1825,)  by 
BDggesting  that  it  was  foonded  in  fraud,  hat 
said  he  woold  make  it  the  sulyeot-matter  of  a 
separate  and  special  Message.  This  promise 
was  not  redeemed;  but  Mr.  Adama  assumed 
the  right  to  enl«r  into  treaty  with  a  delegation 
from  that  part  of  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indiana 
which  was  known  as  hostile  to  the  United 
States  daring  the  late  war,  by  which  he  re- 
ceded to  that  tribe  a  part  of  the  territory,  a 
complete  title  to  which  had,  by  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  of  162G,  vested  in  Georgia,  and 
tbia  without  the  privity  or  consent  of  that 
State ;  thus  virtaalty  oe&ig  to  an  Indian  tribe 
a  part  of  a  sovereign  State.  Now,  said  Mr, 
T.,  if  it  was  competent  for  Mr.  Adams  thus  to 
re-cede  to  the  Creek  Indians  a  portion  of  terri- 
tory which  had  thus  become  a  part  of  a  sov- 
ereign State,  was  it  not  oompetent  for  him  to 
re-cede  to  those  Indians,  aa  well  as  to  the 
Cherokees,  all  the  territory  obtained  from 
them  by  previous  purchases  9  And  if  so,  what 
point  of  limitation  could  have  stayed  his  wast- 
ing hand  in  a  backward  course  of  reckless  pol- 
icy t  Concede  this  power  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate (tf  the  Union,  and  the  white  population 
may  be  driven  into  the  AUantic  by  a  retrooee- 
sion  of  the  whole  territory  to  the  aboriginal 
inhabitants  of  this  continent.  Any  or  all  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  might  be  sold  by  him 
to  a  foreign  power.  These,  said  Mr.  T.,  were 
the  views  which  influenced  the  delegation  from 
Georgia  to  ^ve  their  vote  against  the  treaty 
made  by  Mr.  Adams  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
as  well  as  agunst  the  appropriation  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  And  the  principles  upon  which 
the  delegation  from  Georgia  acted  on  that  oc- 
casion, are,  it  seems  to  me,  sud  Mr.  T.,  such  aa 
ought  to  have  induced  every  honest  and  cor- 
rect man,  who  had  any  knowledge  of  oonstitn- 
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tional  prlodples  and  provisiooa,  to  rote  in  op- 
podtioD  to  ineh  &  darug  violation  of  constitn- 
tional  prinoiplea,  eaeh  a  monrtroiu  Btretoh  of 
executive  power,  as  was  oommitted  bj  Mr. 
Adams  on  that  occasion. 

Kr.  ViHTON  then  took  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  two  honrs  against  the  bilL 
When  he  concluded,  eeven  or  wght  memben 
roeej  bat 

Ur.  Dksh^  having  obtained  the  floor,  moved 
the  previooB  qnertion. 

Mr.  Thokpsoit,  of  Qeorgla,  moved  a  call  of 
the  Home. 

Kr.  Lamaj.  of  Georgia,  demuded  the  veaa 
and  najs  on  this  motioD ;  which  being  token, 
the  call  was  ordered  b^  a  vote  of  1S8  to  S9. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  when  it  appeared 
there  were  seven  members  abeent,  two  of 
whom  soon  after  entered  the  Hall ;  and,  after 

Hr.  Bbowh  moved  a  anspenritni  of  Airtiier 
proceedinfm,  which  motion  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  najB  in  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  for  the  previoas  qneetion  reonr- 
ring,  the  House  divided,  and,  tetlera  being  up- 
pointed  b^  the  Ohiur,  they  reported  ninety-three 
tof  putting  the  previona  qneetion,  and  ninety- 
nine  agunst  it. 

Mr.  Wathe  sud:  Sir,  I  proceed  to  the 
discnssion  of  the  subject;  and  the  first  point  of 
inquiry  is,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  In- 
dian in  r^ard  to  his  right  to  land  or  soil  npon 
this  continent,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  white  man  t  This  inqniry  into 
the  Indian's  ownership  of  the  wil,  when  be 
was  first  vinted  by  the  colonists,  is  foroed  upon 
ns  by  the  manner  in  which  the  whole  qneetion 
has  been  argued  by  our  adversaries  in  and  oat 
of  this  Honse.  I  would  willingly  have  avt^d- 
ed  it,  if  it  had  not  been  made  the  sonroe  of 
ihiitful  imposition  in  this  controversy.  For 
effect,  and  to  produce  a  sympathy  to  interfere 
with  tbe  jnnderstanding  of  the  argument  in 
snpport  of  the  measure  now  befbre  as,  the  In- 
dian, lias  l>een  oalled  the  owner  of  the  soil- 
that  he  generously  permitted  onr  ancestorB  to 
partake  of  what  the  providence  of  God  had 
given  to  him  and  his  fathers  as  an  inheritance 
— "  that,  as  original  tenant  of  the  soil,  by  im- 
memorial poasesdon,  he  holds  a  title  beymd 
Bod  superior  to  the  British  Grown  and  her  col- 
onies, and  to  all  adverse  pretendons  of  our 
confederation  and  snbseqneat  union."  Sir,  we 
meet  the  honorable  genUemen  who  so  fondly 
revert  to  the  rights  of  thme  early  and  first 
lords  of  the  soil,  and  deny  that  the  Indian  had 
either  ownership,  proprietary  right,  or  tenancy 
by  occupancy,  to  the  lands  over  which  he 
roamed.  It  is  commonly  said,  onr  ownership 
exists  by  purchase  from  the  Indian,  and  that  he 
was  proprietor  and  soverdgn  of  the  soil.  Bnt 
boUi  are  said,  only  because  he  was  fonnd  opon 
the  continent  at  its  discovery.  That  he  was  in 
possession  of  portions  of  land,  which  were  in 
savage  cultivation,  over  which  he  roamed  for 
game  and  war— that  several  of  the  tribes  bad 
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designated  natural  boondariea  as  the  limits  of 
their  hunting  gmnnds,  and  clumed  such  an 
exclusive  nse  of  it,  ag«nst  other  tribes,  no  ens 
will  deny.  But  did  the  extent  of  their  natnrsl 
rights  aguQBt  each  other  give  such  a  titie  oi 


as  to  inclade  a  power  to  ezmi 
seeking  this  continent  as  a  resting-place  from 
pervecution  and  want,  and  making  it  the  land 
of  civilization  and  Ohristianity  t  Sir,  th«7 
were  proprietora  of  what  they  used,  so  long  u 
it  waa  need ;  bat  not  sovereigns  ot  any  ^art 
The  one  denotes  s  tlung  or  place  in  poesessuia; 
the  other  ia,  strictly,  an  arllGdal  teiin,  qiptica- 
ble  only  to  that  stat«  ctf  eooety  where  GoVen- 
ment  is  snfflctently  sdvanoed  to  class  those  liv- 
ing under  it  in  the  commnnity  of  nations; 
where  there  is  individuality  of  poasesaioii  sad 
pnranit,  and  a  recognition  of  the  leading  pna- 
oiples  of  oondnct  between  man  and  man,  wilb 
oostoms  or  laws  to  enforoe  the  obeorvanca  <^ 
them ;  and  that  compacted  exlstenco  of  a  peo- 
ple, which  separatee  them  from  othen,  ud 
^vea  to  them  the  name  and  attltnde  <^  a  na- 
tion, in  its  relative  position  with  other  nattona 
Sovereignty  over  tml  is  the  attribnte  of  States; 
and  it  oan  never  be  affirmed  of  tribes  liviag  in 
a  savage  eonditi<at,  withont  any  of  the  dements 
of  ctvSiiatioD,  as  they  were  exhibited  in  th» 
nations  of  antiqaity,  or  in  t^ose  of  modem 
times ;  whether  they  live  under  the  prewure  of 
Asistio  superstitions,  or  in  the  eicancipsted 
privile^ee  of  Christ^dom.  Amtmg  the  In- 
dians of  Nortii  America,  an  ^)propriation  of 
soil  to  individuals  was  nnknomi — nor  had  any 
of  the  tribes  any  Institutions  to  indicate  that 
the  property  in  the  soil  was  in  the  tribe,  as 
was  the  case  among  the  ancient  Geimans,  ex- 
cept the  flnetnating  limits  which  ■  stronger 
tribe  chose  to  assnme,  fromi'time  to  time,  to 
prevent  hunting  excuruons  within  them  bj  a 
weaker.  Theirs  was  tlie  hunter's  state,  and  in 
a  lower  condition  of  it  than  had  b«en  known 
before  by  civilited  man.  Their  hunger  t>eing^ 
appeased,  from  flood  and  field,  individnsls,  or 
parties  of  each  tribe,  roved  over  the  land  ia 
pursuit  of  game,  without  i^^ard  to  the  place  in 
which  it  was  ti^en ;  and  their  wanderings  in 
tbe  chase  knew  no  bounds,  except  aa  they  were 
regulated  by  the  qnantitj  of  game,  or  as  they 
asoertmed  the  existence  of  some  otber  tribe, 
nslDg  the  adjacent  land  for  the  same  purpose. 
Without  formal  conventions  to  fix  boundaries 
the  tribes  ia  the  neighborhood  of  each  other, 
in  the  course  of  tmie,  knew  the  huntiaK 
grounds  aa  they  were  separat^j  claimed.  A 
trespass  by  either  upon  tlie  gronnds  of  anoth- 
er, was  followed  by  individual  oontentioDS  or 
tribal  war.  Wars  tanght  the  savage  pmdenoe, 
or  rather  how  to  smother  his  revenge,  nntil 
time  or  accident  placed  it  in  bis  power  to  elahs 
bis  demon  remembrances  of  supposed  or  octoal 
wrongs  in  the  blood  and  entrails  of  his  enemy. 
When  the  relative  strength  of  tribes  prevented 
one  from  extirpating  or  enslaving  another,  the 
feara  of  each  conceded  to  the  other  rights,  not 
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biibekud  or  soil,  bat  to  the  flah  in  its  atreuus, 
tnd  to  the  BoimmlB  on  ita  mrfaoe ;  and  this 
viaSnetaTj  eojOTmait  was  all  that  the  Indian 
rUimed.  Can  HUCh  a  hm  of  a  conntrj  sii 
impertj  in  the  aoil  t  or  did  it,  bj  the  law  of 
utor«^  eiDpower  the  Indian  to  exclude  the 
Tbit«  man  from  making  a  wttlement  within 
tb«  limits  of  tho  hunting  gronnds  of  the  for- 
mi,  ud  inainttijiing  Ua  posaesiloii  bj  foros,  if 
h»  bad  abilitj  to  do  aot 

Bnt,  mr,  this  qoeatioa  la  Mttled  for  ni ;  and, 
until  this  oontroveraj  began,  I  had  not  aim- 
pixed  it  wonld  have  been  overlooked  or  dV- 
lied;  and  it  ia  with  Mme  mrpriM  that  I  hare 
heard  it  rtatod,  in  the  eonrae  of  thia  debat«s 
that  it  WM  the  xenenMU  eooaent  of  the  Indiuu 
which  peniutted  oar  anoeatora  to  begin  the  aet- 
tlemeat  of  tbcae  ^oriooa  SUttea,  that  we  were 
intrnden  Dpon  thmr  poaacaaiona,  and  Vera  now 
to  repaj  their  kindneaaea  to  our  forefathera  b^ 
driviog  tbem  into  annihilation.  Vattel  aays, 
folio  93,  leetion  81 :  "  The  whole  earth  ia  ap- 
pouted  for  the  notuiahmentof  the  inhabitanta; 
DDt  it  wsnld  be  ino^table  of  doing  ao,  waa  it 
nseiiltirated.  Ererj-  nation  is,  Uien,  obliged, 
bf  the  law  of  nature,  to  coltivate  the  ground 
thit  has  fallen  to  tta  ahare ;  and  it  boa  no  right 
to  expect  or  reqnira  aaaiatanee  frmn  othera  an; 
fEirther  than  ■■  the  land  In  ita  poaaeaaion  ia  in- 
cipible  of  (iimiahing  it  with  neoewariee,  Thoae 
mplo,  like  the  ancient  Germane  and  modem 
Tuttr9,  who,  having  fwtile  conntriee,  disdain 
to  ciilti*ai«  the  enrth,  and  choose  rather  to  live 
bj  npine,  are  wanting  to  tbemaelrea,  and  de- 
^rT«  to  tie  eztermin^ed  as  aavage  and  pemi- 
oim  beaats.  There  are  others,  who,  to  avoid 
tgrcoltore,  wotild  live  onlj  b;  hontins  and 
ibrir  flocka.  This  might,  doubtless,  be  allowed 
in  Ibe  first  ages  of  the  world,  when  the  earth, 
wilhont  cnltivatioD,  produced  more  than  was 
adGeioit  to  feed  ita  few  inhabitants.  Bnt  at 
prtceat,  when  the  faoman  race  is  bo  greatly 
onltipiied,  it  could  not  sabaist  if  all  nations 
Rx^Tcd  to  live  in'  that  manner.  Those  who 
Hilt  rttaia  this  idle  life,  usurp  more  extensive 
territariea  than  thej  would  have  occasion  for, 
^m  thej  to  use  honest  labor,  and  have,  there- 
tire,  DO  reason  to  complain,  if  other  nations, 
^m  taliorions  and  too  doael^  confined,  oome 
topoiaesa  a  nart.  Tbna,  tbongb  the  conqnest 
of  Uk  onciviliaed  empires  of  Pern  and  Mexico 
*w  a  notorioos  nanrpation,  the  eetabli^ment 
<i(  Dui^  eoloniee  on  the  oontinant  of  North 
America  mij,  on  their  oonflning  themaelvee 
■itbin  jnit  boiuds,  be  extremelj  lawfiil.  The 
ptopla  of  these  vast  conntriea  rather  overran 
'^  mhabited  tbem." 

And  the  same  writer,  in  his  chapter  upon  the 
tsttjiahinent  of  a  nation  in  a  connby,  re- 
iuAj  :  "  There  is  another  celebrated  question, 
to  vhieh  the  disoovery  of  the  Kew  World  ha* 
pTiwiMUr  given  rise.  It  is  asked,  if  a  nation 
naj  UvfuUf  take  posaeanon  of  a  part  of  a 
'«  eoontry,  in  which  there  are  fonnd  none 
nt  erratic  nations,  inciftable,  bj  the  am^lnesa 
sf  ibdr  ninnbers,  to  people  the  whole.  We 
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have  alresdj  observed,  in  establishing  the  obli- 
gation to  cnltivate  the  earth,  that  these  nations 
cannot  exdnsivelj  qipropriate  to  tbemselvea 
more  land  than  thev  nave  occasion  for,  and 
which  thej  are  nnabte  to  settle  and  cultivate. 
Their  removing  their  habitations  throngh  theae 
immense  regions  cannot  be  taken  for  a  true  and 
legal  possession ;  and  the  people  of  Earope,'too 
closely  pent  np,  finding  land  of  whiSh  these 
DBtiAns  are  in  no  partionlar  want,  and  of  which 
they  make  no  actnal  and  cooatant  use,  maj 
lawfiillj  poaaesa  it,  and  establish  eoloniee  tbrae. 
We  have  already  sud  that  the  earth  belongs,  to 
the  haman  raoe  in  general,  and  was  deidgned  to 
fbmiah  it  with  snbaistenea.  If  each  nation 
had  reaolved,  from  the  beginning,  to  appropri- 
ate to  itself  a  vast  conntrj,  that  the  people 
mlglit  live  only  by  hunting,  fishing,  and  wild 
fmits,  our  globe  wonld  not  l>e  snfficient  to 
maintain  a  tenth  part  of  ita  present  inhabit- 
ants. People  have  not,  then,  deviated  from 
the  views  of  natore,  in  confining  the  Indiana 
within  narrow  limits.  However,  we  cannot 
help  praising  the  moderation  of  the  Engliah 
Pnritaus  who  first  settled  in  New  England, 
who,  notwithstanding  their  being  flimished 
with  a  charter  from  their  sovereign,  pnrchased 
of  the  Indians  the  land  they  resolved  to  culti- 
vate." And,  sir,  ia  not  thia  commendable 
moderation  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  which  we 
now  propose  to  pnrene,  bat  which  gentlemen 
from  New  £ngland  interpose  to  defeat,  with  an 
nnfilial  diare^ird  of  the  source  from  which  we 
draw  the  example  of  onr  condnott  Whenever 
it  is  said,  then,  that  tiie  Indian  permitted  the 
white  man  to  ocoupy  the  lands  we  now  possess, 
no  more  is  meant  than  that  be  stipulated,  for  a 
price,  to  alwtun  from  nsing  the  power  of  nnm* 
bera  to  repress  the  arttlement  of  a  colony  in  its 
infancy.  Every  contract  between  the  early 
•ettlere  and  the  Indiana  wiU  show  it  to  have 
beMi  the  ^>prehension  of  the  former  that  they 
were  buying  peace,  and  not  lands — thoogb,  to 

KBserve  the  first,  it  was  necessary  that  some 
nndaries  should  be  determined  by  the  par- 
ties, within  which  each  was  to  live  in  hia 
accustomed  manner.  To  acknowledge  in  the 
Indian  a  greater  right  in  the  soil  than  has  been 
st^«d,  and  to  have  allowed  it  In  practice, 
would  be  an  admiaaion  of  the  propriety  of  bis 
continning  to  live  in  hia  irrational  condition ; 
irrational,  because  their  nnmbers  might  have 
been  supplied  with  food  by  the  cultivation  of  a 
hnudredtn  part  of  the  territory  which  the 
tribes  claim  for  the  chase.  For,  notwithstand- 
ing it  suits  the  purposes  of  ([cntlemen  to  call 
them  great  and  poweriU  nations,  which  have 
dwindled  into  inMgnifioanoe  from  their  contact 
with  the  white  man,  who  does  not  know  that 
the  feara  of  the  colonist^  the  natoral  love  of 
the  marvellous  in  the  savage,  and  his  meta- 
phorical expreadon  of  numbera,  magnified  hnn- 
dreda  into  thousands,  and  the  hnndred  tribes 
into  which  they  were  divided  into  millions  of 
perscHis?  Tmmbnll,  in  his  history,  gives  a 
condensed  bnt  very  satia&otoiy  view  of  this 
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poiDt,  which  oorrespondit  with  the  reBeorehes 
of  the  beat  writers  upon  tlie  subject;  and  the 
qneBtion  in  regud  to  abori^^nai  population 'in 
the  United  States,  when  the  colonUta  landed, 
is  so  well  settled,  that  even  the  wannest  ad- 
mirers of  New  England  anUqnities  no  longer 
repeat  the  delosiona  of  Uather  and  Ne^e. 
What,  tlien,  beoomes  of  the  poaititm,  so  vannt- 
in^lj  Asamed  and  repeated  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  Ood,  in  his  providence,  plant- 
ed these  tribes  in  this  Western  world,  and 
made  them  tenants  of  the  soil  b;  immemorial 
posHes^on  I  The  Indian  the  tenant  of  the  soil  I 
Me  never  was  so,  in  an;  sense  of  the  word. 
But  it  is  hf  llie  miaapphcalion  of  such  terras 
to  his  condition,  to  which  civilixed  man  has 
affixed  a  distinct  meaning,  descriptive  of  indi- 
vidual ownemhip  in  lauda,  that  we  are  misled 
as  to  Indian  rights. 

Sir,  God,  in  his  providence,  had  been  pleased 
to  reved  himself  to  the  man  of  another  (x>nti- 
nent — his  porposea  towards  him,  in  time  sJid 
for  eteroit; — what  was  his  rational  condition, 
his  rights  over  the  earth,  though  the  penalty  of 
his  transgreBsion — bow  U>e  proper  use  of  it 
would  oondace  to  bis  comfort,  and  the  increase 
of  his  species,  and,  b;  binding  men  in  commn- 
nities,  would  keep  alive  a  social  devotion  to  his 
ICaker,  and  the  remembrance  of  a  hereafter,  in 
which  men  are  to  live  a  life  of  immortalitj. 
It  was  this  providence  which  ga»e  to  our  fa- 
thers the  rignt  to  plant  themselves  b;  the  side  of 
the  Indian — to  draw  themselves,  and  to  teach 
their  degraded  brother  to  draw,  from  their 
mother  earth,  IwnntiM  which  he  neither  knew 
bow  to  produce  nor  to  etnaj.  What  thongb 
the  Indian  roved  through  the  forests  of  Amer- 
ica cotemporaueouBlj  with  the  wanderings  of 
Ood's  chosen  people  in  their  escape  ftam  Kg;t>- 
tian  bondage — time  coold  give  to  him  no  rignt 
to  more  of  the  soil  than  he  could  cultivate ; 
and  the  decree  which  denied  him  to  be  lord  of 
the  dommn,  was  the  Almighty's  ooDunand  to 
bis  creatures  to  till  the  earth. 

Compare  the  present  population  of  the  world 
with  its  magnitude ;  and,  if  men  were  still  rov- 
ing tribes,  without  civiliKation  or  fixed  habita- 
tion, its  spontaneous  productions  of  vegetables, 
fish,  fowl,  and  animals,  would  be  sufficient  to 

Srevent  mankind  from  degenerating  to  the  con- 
ition  of  cannibals.  Sir,  the  civilized  man  of 
Europe,  pinched  by  want,  and  worn  down  by 
intolerance,  neither  needed  the  edicts  of  popes, 
nor  the  charters  of  kings,  to  authorize  him  to 
make  this  Western  world  his  refuge.  His 
wants  admonished  him  to  seek  a  land  where 
bis  laiwrs  would  be  rewarded  by  plenty ;  tyran- 
ny absolved  him  from  all  allegiance  to  the  place 
of  his  nativity ;  and  his  right  to  make  tliis  con- 
Unent  the  grave  of  himself  and  tiie  home  of 
bis  posterity,  was,  that  the  Indian  claimed  ter- 
ritories too  large  for  the  condition  in  which 
God  intended  man  sbonld  be;  and  that  the 
land  which  was  not  in  Individn^  as  well  as  in 
tribal  nee,  and  only  in  nee  for  hunting,  was  not 
such  an  occupancy  as  eicloded  others  from  its 
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enjoyment,  or  which  created  an  ownenhip 
which  it  was  nqjnst  to  invade.  Nor  cm  die 
right  for  which  I  contend  be  refuted,  until  it 
can  be  shown  that  no  prosenre  of  nut  <it 
tyranny  will  Justify  expatriation,  and  that,  in 
our  necessities,  we  are  debarred  from  ctstii^; 
our  eyes  to  thcee  new  re^ons  which  sciesM 
and  enterprise  have  discovered,  and  whicli  Gud 
intended  for  the  support  of  all  which  iti  tai- 
fkoe,  ^ded  by  cultivation,  can  maintiiu.  Tbe 
Indian,  a  creature  like  ourselves,  had  hiiabin 
in  titis  new  world — and  Christians,  eomiBg 
among  them,  had  so  right  to  trespass,  but  col; 
to  partake.  This  was  only  a  Bhare-~sott  po- 
litical right,  or  jurisdiction,  or  owneniiip,  » 
cause  God  had  placed  him  in  the  midstoflbog 
groves,  mountains,  and  streams,  to  defdvc  til 
more  civilized  brother  from  restiog  in  Uieir 
shade,  enjoying  their  grandenr,  or  psrtskiii|(' 
their  products,  and  to  commit  them  asm  ii>- 
heritance  to  endless  generations.  I  wilt  ixx 
presume  to  inquire  by  what  tremendons  mcrtl 
or  natural  convulsion  a  portion  of  tiie  hiuMi 
race  were  separated  from  tbe  rest,  and  slJciwM 
to  degenerate  into  barbarism;  bat,  knoTiiB 
the  fact,  reason  and  the  records  of  divioii;  tell 
me,  as  well  by  precept  as  by  example,  Ibit, 
when  resisted  by  the  man  of  Europe,  tbe  Fit- 
age  of  America  was  not  in  the  condition  wblcb 
God  intended  his  creature*  to  be— that  their 
rights  over  soil  or  territory  were  limited  V) 
what  they  could  catch  or  ioll,  to  appea.^  tta 
cravings  of  hunger — to  the  spots  upon  whiw 
they  may  have  built  their  hnta— «ia  that  tlcj 
had  no  such  jurisdiction  over  tbe  Isiii,  a 
would  have  justified  them  In  refuMng  to  re- 
ceive from  the  emigrant  a  somethinfi  ss  Ibe 
pledge  that  they  werw  to  Uve  in  amity  h-jU" 
him. 

In  this  branch  of  the  discnseion,  sir,  I  ba» 
advanced  no  principle  inconsistent  *itb  ■''* 
most  ripd  morolily-^one  which  it  has  not 
been  convenient  to  gentlemen,  in  the  ■'^^"^ 
their  opposition,  to  forget ;  and  I  have  Wf" 
forced  to  occupy  the  time  I  have  taken,  too 
more  eflfectnally  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  muff 
of  a  misconception  of  Indian  righla  over  »u 
and  territory,  and  of  that  amiable  sympstij 
for  early  Indian  generosity,  which  has  liewno 
deiteronsly  tomed  into  opposition  to  tbe  pres- 
ent administration  by  the  plaintive  retrospec- 
tion of  oar  adversaries.  ,  , 

It  is  time,  however,  sir,  to  inquire  into  wbai 
was  the  political  condition  of  the  IcdiiiBs  m 
regard  to  England,  after  the  colony  was  wio- 
nized.  Did  Uiey  continue  to  be  iodepeailfni 
of  that  Government!  And,  if  not,  what  por- 
tion of  their  independence  was  »"f«niicreu 
voluntarily,  or  taken  away  by  conquest?  y 
the  Indian,  after  havmg  surrendered  tie  np" 
which  he  claimed  to  sell  his  hunting  8!*"""'^ 
by  acknowledging  the  pre-emption  of  thm 
be  in  Great  Britain,  retain  any  thing  M/'™~; 
but  a  qualified  right  of  occupancy,  with  a  !^ 
litical  and  civil  iurisdietion  over  "leir  pew" 
and  lands  in  the  king  of  England  I    Ishauno'' 
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of  coarse,  detun  the  House  vith  referenoes 
to  the  bistorj  of  Uie  11UI17  tribea  of  Indiaiu 
■-bicfa  aoknowledged  themselves  to  be  sattjects 
of  the  king  of  England  previoni  to  17S6 ;  but, 
in  ilingtration  of  the  Jurisdiction  olaiined  hj 
the  En^iah  orer  the  Indisn,  and  praoticBlly 
asserted,  it  will  be  well  to  refer  gentlemen  who 
denj  taj  jnrisdiction  to  the  States  over  the  In- 
diaa»  living  in  their  limits,  t4)  the  historical 
reGoDectkin.*  of  the  trestiM  of  Rjwiok  and 
Utrecht,  between  the  English  and  French,  and 
thB  last  of  which  was  ratified  in  171B.  In 
those  treaties  we  find  the  English  olalming  do- 
miniDn,  eieroiaing  soTereigntj,  which  was  ao- 
biowledged  by  the  Indiuis  themselves,  and 
'  admitted  bj  the  French, 
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and  the  (uly  tribes  having  the  semblanoe 
Goremmeot— the  f^ve  Nations.  They  are 
termed,  in  the  treaty,  the  snbjeota  of  England, 
ind  are  distiogniahed  &om  other  Indians  living 
vithin  the  grants  of  the  king,  who  are  oalleo 
the  friends  oi  England,  bat  had  not  acknowl- 
edged tbemselves  to  be  snbjeota.  In  regard  to 
the  latter,  it  is  anfflolent  to  assert,  what  cannot 
be  denied,  that  all  the  tribes  in  the  provinces, 
cr  en  their  bordera,  had  acknowledged  them- 
kItcs  to  be  Bnbjeots  of  the  king  previous  to 
1766,  and  no  tnt>e  more  pointedly  than  the 
Cberokeea.  As  early  as  the  year  1780,  they 
Kkoowledged  England's  kinx  as  their  mon- 
insk,  and  received  from  the  nands  of  his  en- 
TOj,  Sir  Alexander  Gumming,  a  commander-in- 
diief  for  tJie  Cherokee  nation.  They  sent  a 
depatation  of  obieft  to  England — "  laid  the 
antra  of  their  nation,  with  the  scalps  of  their 
tneaate  and  feathers  of  giory,  at  his  Hcyesty's 
(Kt,  as  a  pledge  of  Uieir  loyalty."  Thej  not 
oqIt  itipDiatea,  by  treaty,  to  be  the  allies  of 
Ellwand,  in  war  and  peace — bnt,  by  treaty, 
tbej  were  to  anrrender  their  own  people  for  a 
tidttion  of  the  rights  of  Engliabmen,  as  well 
uEn^ishmen  who  might  trespass  upon  them. 
Bj  this  beaty  the  king  acquired  a  right  to  give 
1  title  to  Oherokee  lands,  and  the  Cherokees 
bname  individnally  his  sabjects.  Nor  was 
tbcir  dependency  and  sutgeotion  to  Great 
Britain  in  any  way  intermpted  for  twMtty-Sve 
jeat. 

Vhen  the  disputes  between  the  French  and 
En^ish,  concerning  their  territories  in  Amer- 
wt,  brought  on  war,  the  Cherokees  again  ac- 
tMirledpid  their  fealty  to  the  Idng  of  Eng- 
luid ;  and  though,  at  the  termination  of  the 
■f,  th^  were  sednced  from  their  allegiance 
tjtheartificeB  of  the  French,  and  by  the  mis- 
'wdnct  of  some  of  onr  people,  yet  the  war 
■ith  them  ended  in  their  complete  sabjngation 
V  Grant,  Montgomery,  and  Stewart.  HoetUi- 
tita,  it  is  tme,  ceased  by  txeaty,  bat  they  were 
Mt  treated  with  as  eqnals :  and  the  king  of 
&ij;bnd  re-afl!rmed  bis  sovereignty  and  juris- 
wima  over  them,  but  left  them  in  the  ondis- 
'"fbed  oocnpancy  of  their  hunting  grounds — 
ttill  retaining  the  right  to  grant  them,  only 
n^ect.  to  snch  oocoponoy.     And  this  sov- 
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ereignty  and  jorisdiclion  were  exercised  in  va- 
rioos  waya,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
were  shown  in  the  most  ondeniable  character, 
when,  in  the  war  of  the  revolntion,  the  Ohero> 
kees  obeyed  the  orders  of  England,  and  laid 
waste  the  frontiers  of  the  Oarounas  and  Qeor- 
gia.  When  the  constancy  of  onr  people  termi- 
nated what  had  been  gloriunsly  began,  by  a 
glorions  peace,  Englanc^  subdned  i^ere  she 
had  waged  the  war,  sorrendered  her  sovereign- 
ty and  jnrisdiction  of  every  kind  over  all  the 
people  within  the  bonndaries  of  the  United 
Statea.  From  that  moment,  not  only  Oeor^a, 
bnt  every  State  in  the  confederacy,  where  to- 
dians  were,  asserted,  by  their  legislation,  a 
jurisdiction  over  them  and  their  lands  1  and, 
nntil  very  recently,  notwithstanding  the  nature 
of  the  intercourse  between  the  tribes  and  the 


been  denied,  even  by  implication.  Nor  is  it 
now  denied  entirely,  eioept  in  behalf  of  the 
Cherokees,  who  are  supposed  to  be  released 
from  its  operation  by  virtue  of  treaties  be- 
tween that  tribe  and  the  United  SUtes.  The 
weakness,  however,  of  sndi  a  pretenee  shall 
be  shown,  when  the  provisious  of  those  treaties 
shall  be  examined,  as  they  wiU  be  before  I  oon- 

The  jurisdiction^  nr,  of  which  I  speat  did 
not  extend  to  a  right,  opon  the  part  of  the 
States,  to  deprive  £e  Inmans  of  their  hunting 
grotmoa,  without  a  cause,  and  without  compen- 
sation ;  bnt  it  was  exercised,  as  it  hod  been 
done  by  England,  in  preventing  them  fi^nn 
selling  any  of  their  lands  without  permission 
from  the  States — though  they  were  granted  by 
the  States  without  consulting  the  tribes,  and 
the  granteea  took  their  tillea,  disburdened  at 
every  lien  or  encumbrance  except  Indian  occu- 
pancy. The  States  claimed,  and  without  any 
exception  the  Indians  acknowledged  they  had 
a  pre-emption  of  their  lands.  The  States  reg- 
ulated their  trade;  and  this  without  treaty 
stipulations,  bat  iu  virtae  of  the  author!^  to 
do  so,  which  the  Indians  had  conceded  to  Eng- 
land. The  States  punished  them  for  violations 
of  law,  whether  committed  within  the  territo- 
ry which  had  been  reduced  practically  under 
(heir  police,  or  withont  it.  And,  in  short,  the 
jurisdiction  was  asserted  in  every  particular, 
and  nothing  was  left  to  the  Indians  bnt  an  au- 
thority over  each  other,  which,  -as  savages, 
they  had  exercised,  and  which,  in  oar  then 
condition,  it  was  inconvenient  to  the  States  to 
assume.  This  jurisdiction  was  asswted  by 
Massachasetts  as  early  as  1 672;  and  the  In- 
dians' right  to  land  in  that  "  jnrisdicdon,"  was 
limited  by  statute  to  snch  as  they  hod  "pos- 
sessed, improved,  and  subdued."  At  the  same 
time,  the  Indians'  right  to  sell  land  was  prohib- 
ited, by  severe  penalties,  without  "  license  frxim 
that  court."  Kor  were  they  permitted  to 
'■  make  grants  for  a  term  of  years."  All  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  (hat  province  was  forbid- 
den, under  the  penalty  of  a  oonflsootion  of  the 
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merchandise,  "  becanae  the  trade  of  for*  with 
the  Indiam  in  this  jnrisdiotioD  doth  properly 
belong  to  the  oommon wealth."  And  his  ez- 
oelleDC7  the  OoTemor,  with  the  consent  of  his 
oonnoil,  was  empowered  to  "  appoint  and  eom- 
missionftte  dtsorwt  persoDs,  wittiui  seTeral  parts 
of  this  prorince,  to  have  the  inspection  and 
more  pBTtioolar  care  and  gOTCnunent  of  the 
Indians  in  their  respective  plantations ;  and  to 
have,  Qse,  and  eieroise  the  jMwer  of  a  jostioe 
of  the  peace  over  them,  in  all  matters,  civil 
and  criminal,  as  well  for  the  hearing  and  deter- 
mining pleas  between  partj  and  part;,  and  to 
award  ezecntion  thereon,  as  for  examining, 
hearing,  and  pnniahing  of  orimioal  offencss, 
according  to  tne  acts  and  laws  of  this  prov- 
ince, BO  far  as  the  power  of  a  Jostice  does  ex- 
tend ;  OS  also  to  nominate  and  qtpoint  consta- 
bles and  other  proper  and  neoesurj'  officers 
among  them." 

It  wonid  onlj  have  been  discreet,  too,  in  gen- 
tlemen fhim  UssaachnaettB,  Maine,  Comiecticat, 
and  "Sew  York,  who  have  cealonslj  distin- 
gnished  themselTOS  b;  opposition  to  the  measnre 
now  before  oh,  to  have  examined  more  minntely 
than  thej  appear  to  have  done,  into  the  nature 
and  eitent  of  the  Jurisdiction  claimed  b;  the 
&tat««  over  IndiooB  living  in  their  limits.  If 
tbej  had  done  so,  it  is  reasonable  to  think  that 
tbe  fear  of  the  re-action  of  tbeir  reproBohoB 
BgUDst  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  having  ex- 
daded  the  Cherokeea  fhim  giving  testimony, 
bnt  in  oertiun  cases,  in  her  ooorts,  wonld  have 
restrained  them  from  the  free  indnlseoce  of 
their  regrets  in  that  r^ard.  Sir,  in  the  State 
just  mentioned,  as  the  law  stands  at  this  day, 
the  evidence  of  an  Indian,  thongh  sustained  bj 
strong  "concarring  circnmstances,  amonnting 
to  a  high  presomption,"  in  the  only  case  in 
which  an  Indian  is  permitt«d  by  statnto  to  tes- 
tify, is  nnllified  by  the  accused,  if  be  will  bot 
swear  the  aocnsation  to  be  nntme.  Nay,  sir, 
so  br  is  this  inrisdiction  carried  by  Hassachu- 
setts,  that  a  devise  of  real  estate  by  an  Indian 
was,  and  is  to  this  day,  nnll  and  void ;  and  so 
nninterropted  has  been  the  paternal  superintend- 
ence of  that  State  over  these  children  of  tbe 
forest,  who  have  been  cmelly  sntyected  to  laws, 
nnder  which  at  least  their  nmnbers  have  not 
increased,  thongh  admirably  calcolated  to  give 
hqipness,  strength,  and  respectability  to  meir 
masters,  that,  as  late  as  1805,  we  find  statntory 
(^ardians  appointed  to  have  the  care  and  over- 
nght  of  said  Indians  and  their  property,  with 
Ml  power  to  Boperintend  the  same.  JJl  con- 
veyances by  them  of  lands  in  fee,  or  for  a  term 
of  years,  are  declared  to  be  "utterly  void,  and 
of  none  effect,  except  approved  by  their  guar- 
dians." And,  by  a  statute  passed  in  ]610,  so 
wholesome  has  been  the  operation  of  Massa- 
ohosetts  legislation  npon  the  morolB  and  In- 
crease of  the  Indians  within  ber  limits,  and  so 
carefully  have  tbey  assured  to  them  the  rights 
«f  freemen,  that  no  action  can  be  snsteined  "  in 
any  conrt  of  law  in  that  commonwealth,  where 
an  Indian  is  a  plaintiff,  unless  the  original  will 


be  endorsed  by  two  or  more  of  their  gtur- 
dians." 

While,  sir,  I  am  npon  the  snttJect  cf  Vasu- 
chnsetta  jnrisdictioQ  over  the  Indians,  pennit 
me  to  remind  those  of  her  citizens  repreeeDtiiig 
her  in  this  Hoose,  and  who  are  so  tender  a 
Cherokee  rights,  that  tbeir  State  has  distin- 
gnished  itself  by  one  memorable  instance  of  pun- 
ishment for  a  denial  of  her  BOvere»^ty  over  the 
Indians.  Tbe  name  of  Roger  Williami  isb- 
milisr  to  the  obtb  of  gentlffinenfrom  thsEvl; 
and  the  memory  of  tbe  man  is  dear  to  til  wIm 
love  to  trace  the  beginning  of  Uiat  Chiistiao  lib- 
erty which  is  now  exhibiting  itself  in  triniiipfa 
in  every  part  of  Enrope,  and  which  we  to  fnUj 
enjoy;  for  be  whs  among  the  foremost,  if  not  ■ 
the  flrat,  of  those  men  in  En^and  or  Amwid, 
who  well  nnderstood,  and  wore  bold  enongh  W 
preach  ChriBtian  toleration.  William^  howenr, 
WHS  a  politician  as  well  as  theolt^anj  ud 
thongh  there  was  nmoli  contention  CNieermsg 
hia  orthodoxy,  which  exposed  him  to  penecn- 
tion,  his  life  will  bear  meftilly  outin  thededs- 
ration  that  he  wonld  never  have  been  baoi^ 
if,  in  the  leol  for  Indian  rights,  he  had  not  sud 
that  the  charter  of  Hassaohasetts  was  good  for 
nothing,  aa  the  soil  and  sovereignty  were  not 
pnrohued  f^m  the  Indiatu.  Neither  threati 
nor  peranasions  conld  prevail  npon  him  to  re- 
frain from  the  promulgation  of  this  pditicsl 
opinion;  and  tbe  magistrates  of  the  conuDon- 
wealth  combated  it  in  the  shortest  way,  by  i 
sentence  of  banishment.  Sir,  tbe  State  of  Geor- 
gia claims  at  the  bands  <£  the  del^atioD  trcin 
Maasacbasetts,  in  ber  present  controversy,  l^e 
benefit  of  this  instance  of  the  exercise  ot  ber 
sovereignty;  and  leavea,  for  their  consolilion, 
the  reflections  which  may  be  drawn  frooi  ibe 
remembrance  that  the  jurisdiction  over  the  In- 
dians within  her  limits,  for  which  she  contends, 
is  sanctioned  by  the  persecution  of  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  of  the  age  in  which  be 
lived,  on  ocoont  of  his  denial  of  it  to  UaasBcba- 

Connectiont,  too,  rir,  was  not  betuod  her 
eldest  sister  in  the  assertion  of  her  Jarisdictton 
and  sovereignty  over  the  Indiana  within  bet 
chartered  limits;  and  we  find  her  eariy  ^eciti- 
ing  "that  all  lands  in  this  Qovemment  tn 
hdden  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  u  the  lora 
of  tbe  fee ;  and  that  no  title  to  any  lands  in  thu 
colony  can  accme  by  any  pnrchaae  made  of  In- 
dians, on  pretence  of  their  being  native  pro- 
prietors thereof,  witbont  tbe  allowance  and  ap- 
probation of  this  Assembly."  She  reetrsinca 
and  regnlated  trade  with  them  as  she  pleased; 
and  directed  her  Bsleotmen  to  endeavor  to  »- 
semble  tbe  Indians  annnally,  "and  acqusint 
them  with  the  laws  of  the  Government  for  tbe 

Kikishment  of  such  inunoralities  as  they  maf 
gmlty  o^  and  make  them  senBible  that  the* 
are  not  exempted  ftxim  the  penalties  of  *"■« 
laws,  any  more  than  bis  M^oaty's  other  subjfcW 
in  the  colony  are."  Fnrchases  of  lands  frorn 
the  Indians,  "  under  color  or  pretence  of  snch 
Indians  being  the  proprietors  of  said  lauds  by 
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batfvetirtohiaiiinooenae.  And,  notwithataad' 
iog  CoDilMtieiit,  by  her  repreaeotatiTes  on  thU 
Bur,  remoDfltrstea  agunst  aaj  ciTil  jarisdic- 
tioQ  over  tb«  Oberokeea  by  the  Stale  of  Geor- 
cia.  her  legiaUtora,  in  1B06,  Aod  only  so  far 
btct  H  ISSl,  Miwd  acts  (abjecling  IndiaoB  in 
ber  limits  to  the  Mme  punishments  as  are  to  be 
indicted  npon  white  men  wbo  may  tran^eea 
Imt  laws;  and  the  regulation  of  their  property 
and  penone  is  cominitted  to  that  kind  gnanliui- 
ehip  which  their  degraded  condition  reqairea, 
~  ind  vitbont  which  they  would  be  constant 


Sir,  I  [MM  over  the  laws  of  Maine,  New 
Bampditre,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Penu- 
■ylniiia,  Vscyland,  Tiivinia,  Korth  Carolina, 
sod  Soath  OaroKna,  in  ail  at  which  jariediclion 
ind  soTerdgnty  over  the  Indians  b>  their  re- 
(pectire  limits  ue  asserted,  as  well  before  the 
KToktion  as  after  iL  and  practised  to  the  pres- 
ent day ;  and,  llioii^  the  ifentleman  from  New 
York  (Jtr.  firoRBs)  has,  by  his  manner  of  ar- 
guing this  qnesliiM),  subjected  t^e  State  which 
b«  teprteents,  in  part,  to  some  animadversioii, 
and  himself  to  reproof  I  will  content  myself 
vith  remarking  that  no  State  in  the  Union  has 
nore  pontively  insisted  upon  her  sovereignty 
ocer  Indians,  and  their  lands  within  her  limits, 
thin  Kew  York;  and  that  her  civil  jnrisdiction 
ocer  their  persona,  both  by  the  dec^ion  of  her 
contts  and  her  statntee,  is  affirmed  in  the 
itrongeM  terms,  as  well  over  those  Indians  who 
bare  aot  eeded  their  lands  to  that  State,  as  over 
tbow  who  have :  and  this,  notwithstsnding  the 
efUbtiahment  by  the  Indkas  of  a  Qovemment 
for  themselves,  claiming  to  be  independent  of 
tint  State,  ss  the  Cherokee*  do  of  Oeor^a,  and 
(be  edftence  of  treaties  between  those  Indians 
and  the  Unit«d  St^es,  containing  the  same  as- 
msDces  of  protection  and  gnsranties  of  terri' 
toTf,  which,  it  is  said  by  gentlemen  on  this 
loor,  make  the  Oherokees  a  distinct  and  In- 
dependent nation.  Xor,  sir,  should  we  have 
iwird  a  denial  of  the  jorisdiction  of  the  States 
oitr  Indians  within  thdr  limits,  if  the  too 
usloQs  saxi^  of  ^tlemen  to  defeat  the  ad- 
raniatntioD,  in  this  prominent  point  of  Its 
Hicy,  hsd  not  caused  an  oblivion  in  their 
mild)  of  the  political  history  of  oar  country. 
We  have  the  records  to  show  that  this  olum  of 
JBriididion  was  oolleotively  admitted  by  the 
Sitlei,  from  the  beginning  of  their  first  eon- 
^rsey  nntil  after  the  adoption  of  the  present 
Mstitntim ;  and  it  will  be  for  those  opposed 
<<'  u  te  prove  when,  how,  and  by  what  SUtea, 
it  hst  itea  sorrendered  to  the  United  States. 
Ve  all  for  the  convention,  agreement,  the 
Snet  dsDse  in  the  constitntion,  by  wbioli  it  is 
|irta  np ;  or  for  any  other  whloh,  by  inference 
or  (ooMnction,  can  take  it  awfty. 

Whea  a  petition  from  a  part  of  Virginia  was 
Ud  belwe  Oongress,  on  the  let  of  Jane^  1176, 
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intimating  "  fears  of  a  rapture  with  the  Indians, 
on  account  of  Lord  Diinmore's  condnot,"  and 
desiring  commissioners  to  stt«nd  a  meeting  of 
the  IniUans  at  Pittsburg,  it  was  ordered  "  tiiat 
the  above  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  the 
colonies  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania."  Nor 
were  there  any  subsequent  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  it,  vitfaont  the  consent  and  co-operstioa 
of  those  States.  In  less  than  six  weeks,  Oon- 
gren,  aware  of  the  efforts  made  by  English 
emissaries  to  excite  the  Indians  to  take  up  arms 
•gainst  the  colonies,  took  such  steps  as  the  ex- 
igency required,  to  secure  their  friendship  and 
nentrality ;  and  three  Indian  departments  were 
formed — the  Northern,  Middle,  and  Southern. 
Bat  in  none  of  their  subsequent  measures  was 
the  Jurisdiction  of  States,  over  Indians  in  their 
limits,  in  any  way  infracted.  And  the  first  proof 
in  snpport  of  the  declaration  I  have  made,  is  to 
be  fuoiid  in  the  proceedings  of  Confess  on 
the  2d  November,  1782,  when  a  deputation  from 
the  Catawba  tribe  urged  Oongress  to  secure  to 
them  oert^  lands  in  South  Osrolina,  to  pre- 
serve them  from  being  "  intnided  into  by  force, 
snd  not  to  be  alienUed,  even  with  their  own 
oonsenL"  Congress  knowing  vfbere  the  juris- 
diotion  was, 

lUtolved,  "  Tbst  it  be  recommended  to  the  Leg- 
islature of  South  Csrolins  to  take  such  measures  for 
tbe  satisfaction  sad  security  of  the  Mid  tribe,  as  the 
sud  Legislature  sbsll,  in  their  wiadoni,  think  fit." 

And  for  the  particular  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs,)  that 
he  may  hereafter  know  the  true  ground  of  that 
State's  jarisdiction  over  Indians  within  her 
limits,  and,  in  his  Aiture  discusaiona  of  this 
subject,  either  privately  or  in  this  House,  that 
he  may  not  mistake,  and  mistake  it  to  be  from 
voluntary  concessions  by  Indians  to  the  State,  I 
refer  him  to  tiie  report  of  a  oommittee  of  Oon- 
greaa,  Kay  1st,  1763,  and  ask  to  be  permitted 
to  read  it  : 

Ist.  "  It  clesrl;  appeared  to  your  eommittee,  that 
all  the  lands  belon^ug  to  the  Six  Nations  of  In- 
dians, and  their  tributariea,  havs  been,  in  due  form, 
put  under  the  protection  of  the  crown  of  EngUud, 
by  the  said  SU  NaUom,  as  appended  to  tbe  late 
Qovemment  of  New  York,  so  ur  as  respects  Juris- 
diction only." 

id.  "  llat  the  ci^ieni  of  the  s^d  colony  of  New 
York  have  home  the  burdeo,  both  as  to  blood  snd 
treasure,  of  proteeline  and  supportiog  the  said  Sx 
Nstions  of  Indians,  and  their  tributaries,  for  upwards 
of  one  hundred  years  last  past,  as  the  dependent* 
aad  silica  of  the  said  Government." 

Sd.  "That  tiie  crowo  of  England  bas  sl'sys  con- 
sidered and  treated  the  country  of  the  uid  Six  Na- 
tions, and  their  tribulaiies,  inhabitiug  aa  isr  as 
tbe  forlj-Efth  degree  of  north  latitude,  as  append- 
ant to  the  Government  of  New  York." 

1th.  "  That  the  neigbbociug  colonies  of  Uasiaehu- 
setls,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Uarylsnd,  and  Vir- 
ginia, have,  also,  from  time  to  time,  by  their  public 
acta,  recognised,  and  admitted  the  nid  Six  Nstiona, 
and  their  tributaries,  to  be  appendsnt  to  the  Gov- 
emnentofNewYork." 
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And,  as  m  Airther  reason  for  aocep^g  the 
cession  of  land  from  the  State  of  Nan'  York,  to 
which  this  report  related,  it  is  conclnded  in 
these  remarkaUe  words:  "That  by  CoaKress 
accepting  this  cesaion,  the  jniiBdietion  of  the 
whole  western  territory,  belonging  to  the  Si: 
Nations  and  their  tribntkries,  will  be  vested  L 
the  United  States,  greatly  t«  the  advant^  of 
the  Union."  Words  plainly  showing  the  jnris- 
dictJon  to  be  in  the  State,  and  the  State's  r"  ''' 
to  transfer  it.  Nor,  air,  mnst  it  be  s^d 
these  repeated  recognitions  by  Congress  of  the 
States'  jnrisdiction  over  Indiana  within  their 
limits,  was  owing  to  the  terms  in  which  that 
part  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation 
giving  to  Congress  "  the  sole  and  eiclnsive 
right  and  power  of  rcKnlatJng  the  trade  and 
niana^ng  all  afftura  with  the  Indians  not  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  States,"  is  expressed  ;  forthe 
article  is  no  more  than  the  concession,  embodied, 
of  the  States'  jnrisdiction :  and  the  care  with 
which  it  was  intended  to  be  ret^ned  by  the 
States,  is  shown,  by  Congress  only  bsTins  con- 
ceded to  it  the  power  to  regnlate  trade  and 
manage  all  affairs  "with  the  Indians  not  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  States,"  and  this,  too,  "  pro- 
vided the  le^slative  right  of  any  State,  within 
its  own  limits,  he  not  infringed  or  violated." 
But,  in  virtne  of  the  authority  given  Xo  Con- 
gress by  the  States  over  the  Indiana.  Congress, 
by  its  proclamation  of  September  2d,  1783,  ex- 
ercised the  authority  which  the  Crown  of  Eng' 
land  had  done,  in  prohibiting  settlements  aad 
forbidding  pnrchases  of  lands  inhabited  or 
claimed  by  Indiana,  "  without  the  limits  or  ju- 
risdiction of  any  particular  State."  When  it 
became  necessary  to  prepare  an  ordinance  for 
regulating  the  Indian  trade.  Congress  exhibited 
the  same  coounendable  caution  in  resard  to  the 
States'  JmiedictioQ  over  Indians  in  tlieir  limits, 
by  resolving  "that  the  preceding  measures  of 
Congress  relative  to  Indian  affairs  shall  not  be 
eonstmed  to  affect  the  territorial  clwms  of  any 
of  the  States,  or  their  legislative  rights,  within 
their  limits."  But  why,  sir,  should  I  fatigae 
myself,  and  exhanst  the  patience  of  this  Honae, 
by  citing  additional  proofs  of  what  waa  the 
nniversal  apprehension  of  the  jnrisdictjon  pos- 
sessed by  the  States  over  Indians  and  their 
lands  I  Those  who  are  curious  in  this  matter, 
will  see,  by  consulting  the  Journals  of  the  con- 
vention, how  repeatedly,  in  framing  the  arijcles 
of  confederation,  it  was  acknowledged.  There  is 
enough,  sir,  to  ahield  the  State  of  Georgia  from 
the  imputation  of  setting  up  any  novel  preten- 
sion in  her  claim  of  Jnrisdiction  over  the  Cher- 
okees,  and  their  lands  lying  in  the  State,  and 
pursuing  the  course  to  which  she  has  been 
urged  by  circnmatances,  regardless  of  what  may 
be  Bwd  of  her.  Tlie  State  is  prepared  to 
m^tain  the  position  she  has  taken,  agajnat  any 
coercion  which  may  be  attempted,  and  her 
functionaries  are  ready  to  defend  her  rights  be- 
fore any  tribunal  by  which  they  can  be  consti- 
tntionally  investicated.  We  ask  for  no  more 
than  other  States  have  and  continue  to  exercise, 
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without  having  their  claims  of  Jurisdiction  over 
the  Indians  in  their  Umits  questioned ;  and  oni 
authority,  proceeding  from  the  same  common 
fonutain,  we  shall  not  permit  to  be  lessened,  or 
any  restrunt  to  be  imposed  npon  its  exercise. 
Bepeated  calamnies  againat  the  State  have 
taught  her  people  to  bear,  with  dignity,  eveij 
slander  npon  its  honor;  and  it  is  our  pride  that, 
though,  in  the  many  controversies  we  have 
had,  she  has  been  mi^ndgod  in  the  commence- 
ment, the  State  has  never  clumed  a  political 
or  territorial  right  which  has  not  been  con- 
ceded ;  and  time  has  uniformly  given  to  her 
the  vantage  ground  of  vindication  in  the  con- 
tention. 

Where  proofaof  this  jurisdiction  in  the  States 
are  so  phun  and  numerous,  as  well  historical  as 
political,  it  becomes  nectssary  for  those  who 
snatain  it,  to  notice  the  grounds  npon  which  it 
is  denied.  I  shall  state  them  Amy,  so  far  as 
they  have  been  urged  in  this  debate,  and  by 
those  out  of  this  House,  whobavedistluguish^ 
themselves  in  exciting  public  opinion  against 
the  policy  proposed  by  the  bill  on  jour  table. 
It  is  said,  in  behalf  of  Indian  independence  gen- 
erally, that,  as  early  aa  1TS8,  the  King  issued  a 
proclamation,  forbidding  settlements  to  be  made 
npon  any  lands  whatever,  "which,  not  having 
been  ceded  or  purchased,  were  reserved  to  the 
Indians."  And  in  support  of  Cherokee,  Chick- 
asaw, Choctaw,  and  Creek  nationality  and  sep- 
arate existence  from  the  States  and  the  United 
States,  certain  treaties  between  those  tribes  and 
the  United  States  are  cited  as  evidence.  Now, 
sir,  it  unfortunately  happens,  for  those  who 
have  snch  ^th  in  the  royal  ordinance  of  1763, 
that  it  asserts  dominion  over  the  Indians  in 
terms,  and  merely  reserves  to  them  the  nn- 
moleeted  occupancy  of  their  "  hunting  gronads." 
Whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonable,  and  essen- 
tial to  our  interest  and  the  aecnrity  of  our  col- 
onies, that  the  several  nations  or  tribes  of  Id- 
diana  with  whom  we  are  connected,  and  who 
live  onder  onr  protection,  should  not  be  mo- 
lested or  distDrbed  in  the  possession  of  such 
parts  of  our  dominions  and  territories  as,  not 
ing  been  ceded  to  or  purchased  by  ns,  are  re- 
'00  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  aa  their  hnnt- 
ing  grounds,"  is  the  language  of  the  proclama- 
•"-  Here  is  the  assertion  of  jurisdiction,  and 
followed  by  a  command  to  one  class  of 
cti  not  to  disturb  another.  If,  at  that  day, 
.  )ne  of  his  Majesty's  liege  subjects  in  the 
colonies  had  used  this  proclamation  as  the  basis 
of  Indian  independence,  to  the  exclusion  of 
England's  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over 
them,  and  had  promulgated  his  doctrine,  his 
career  wonld  soon  have  oeen  stopped. by  a  visit 
from  the  King's  attorney,  in  the  form  of  an  in- 
formation, to  answer  for  sedition — if  he  had 
not,  In  the  loyalty  of  the  provinces,  been  made 
to  share,  in  a  more  snmman'  manner,  the  fate 
of  Bc^er  Williams.  Banishment,  sir,  wonld 
have  been  a  tender  mercy  for  snoh  political 
heresy.  In  the  succeeding  paraerqih  of  the 
"royal  ordinance"  to  that  which  has  Jost  been 
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cited,  forbidding  settlemeats  upon  Indian  hunt- 
ing ^oands,  the  King  declares  it  "  to  be  our 
roysl  will  snd  pleasure,  for  the  present,  to  re- 
serve under  oar  sovereiga  protection  and  di>- 
minion,  for  tLe  age  of  tht>  ewd  Indiiuia,  all  the 
lands  and  territories  not  inctaded  within  the 
limits  of  our  said  three  new  QovernmeDta." 
Soch,  sir,  is  the  support  given  to  Indian  inde- 
pendence by  the  proclatnatjou  of  1768 ;  and, 
with  tills  plain  assertion  of  sovereigntj  by  the 
King,  I  am  warrant«d  in  Bapposinf|  that  gentle- 
men could  never  have  arrayed  it  in  support  of 
their  cause,  if,  in  their  bast«  to  defeat  the  bill 
under  consideration,  tbcj^hod  not  overlooked 
the  contents  of  this  "  royal  ordinance  "•  and 
corner-stone  of  Indian  independence.  Bat  the 
•tronggroond  upon  which  Indian  independeaoe, 
and   t£at  of  the    Oherolcees    particularly,    is 

e't/xA,  are  the  treaties  existing  between  the 
nited  States  and  those  tribes,  entered  into  be- 
ton  and  since  the  adoption  oF  the  present  oon- 
Htitntion.  I  shall  take  up  the  gaontlet  which 
has  been  thrown  down  by  the  opposition  in 
behalf  of  the  Cheroke«  independence,  and  am 
willing  to  make  the  treaty  stipolationa  between 
that  tribe  and  the  United  States  the  test  of  the 
jDfisdiction  of  the  States  orer  Indians  living  in 
their  linnita. 

The  assumption  in  behalf  of  the  Cherokees  is, 
that  they  are  an  independent  people,  having  a. 
political  sovereignty  over,  and  title  in  fee  to, 
the  lands  which  Uiey  claim;  that  they  are 
neither  aabordinate  to  the  Unitod  States,  nor 
^object  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  States  in 
which  they  live ;  that  they  have  a  right  to 
iona  a  Government,  which  shall  act  not  only 
upon  themselves,  bnt  upon  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  may  transgress  its  laws ;  and 
that  they  liave  the  ability  to  establish  such  re- 
lations twtween  themselves  and  the  United 
States,  in  futnre,  as  their  interest  or  oonven- 
ienee  may  dictate.  This  independence  is  based 
npou  treaties  with  the  United  States;  and  those 
of  Hopewell  and  Eolston  are  principally  relied 
npon  in  support  of  it;  the  seventh  article  in 
^  latter  bein^  a  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  all  their  lands  not  ceded.  The  olgent 
which  I  now  liave  in  view  is,  to  prove,  without 
any  reference  to  the  authority  which  Georgia 
may  exert  over  them,  that  the  Cherokees,  by 
their  own  concflssionsin  the  treaties  mentioned, 
are  debarred  from  establishing  such  a  Govern- 
ment as  now  eiiats  among  them  ;  and,  of  conse- 
qnence,  that  they  are  not  an  independent  peo- 
ple, and  can  hare  no  attribute  of  a  nation.  The 
mith  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  deprives 
the  Cherokees  of  the  power  of  panishtng  In- 
dians, or  persons  residing  among  them,  or  who 
shsil  take  refuge  in  their  nation,  for  robbery, 
murder,  or  other  capital  crime,  on  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States ;  and  bindsthem  to  deliver 
the  olTender,  to  be  punished  according  to  her 
laws.  And,  by  the  seventh  article,  they  have 
not  the  privilege  to  pnnish  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  wno  sbul  commit  either  of  the 
offences  Just  named  npon  an  Indian.    By  the 
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ninth  article,  the  United  States  have  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  regulatbg  the  trade  with  the  In- 
dians, and  of  managing  all  their  affairs  in  sncb 
manner  as  they  think  proper.  The  same  power 
is  in  the  United  States  by  the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Holston ;  and  by  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  articles  of  the  same  treaty,  the  Chero- 
kees are  honnd  to  deliver  up  criminals,  refugees 
as  well  as  Indians ;  and  the  United  States  re- 
serves the  right  to  pnnish  its  own  citizens  who 
shall  commit  crimes  on  Cherokee  laud.  It 
must  be  kept  in  mind  that,  by  the  first  and 
third  treaties  of  Tellico,  the  treaties  before  ex- 
isting between  the  parties  are  declared  to  be 
in  force,  together  with  the  construction  and  usage 
nnder  their  respective  articles,  and  so  to  con- 
tinue ;  and  the  sixth  article  of  the  first  treaty 
of  Tellico  is  a  repetition  of  the  guaranty  to  the 
Cherokees  of  the  remainder  of  their  country 
forever.  Is  it  consistent,  then,  with  such  pow- 
ers Bs  are  conceded  by  the  treaties  of  Uope- 
well  and  Uolston  to  the  United  States,  that  the 
Cherokees  shall  form  a  Government,  virtually 
excluding  the  operation  of  any  action  of  the 
United  btates  upon  Cherokee  concerns  1 — 'a 
Government  which  legislates  for  the  punish- 
ment, by  their  own  conrts,  of  the  refiigeea  and 
criminals  whom,  by  treaty,  they  are  bound  to 
surrender,  to  be  punished  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  the  only  instance  in  which 
they  are  permitted  to  punish  a  citizen  being 
where  persons  intrude  upon  their  lands  without 
their  consent:  a  Government  which  taxes  the 
licensed  trader,  and  forces  a  revenne  from  the 
vender  of  merchandise,  when  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive right  to  regulate  their  trade  is  in  the 
United  States ;  which  inflicts  the  scour^  npon 
the  t>acks  of  your  people,  regardless  of  their 
cries  that  they  are  American  citizens,  and  of 
the  remonstrances  of  your  agent,  who,  by  trea^, 
lives  among  them  to  protect  them  from  abuse, 
and  our  own  people  from  that  cruelty  which,  in 
the  face  of  our  institutions,  permits  polygamy 
as  a  fit  indulgence  for  their  chiefs  and  rulers, 
ond  twists  a  halter  around  the  neck  of  every 
Indian  who  dares  to  enroll  his  name  as  an  emi- 
grant, or  who  attempts  to  persuade  others  to 
become  so. 

If  the  Cherokees  hare  a  right  to  establish  an 
independent  Government,  Itiey  are  disunited 
from  the  United  States  as  well  as  the  States, 
and  con  enter  into  alliances  with  foreign  na- 
tions, except  BO  br  as  they  may  be  restrdned 
by  their  treaties  with  the  United  States.  But 
even  this  badxe  of  sovereignty,  and  without 
which  a  people  cannot  exist  as  a  nation,  was 
surrendered  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Holston.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  well  for  gen- 
tlemen, before  they  had  chanted  their  strains 
of  Cherokee  virtne,  happiness,  simplicity,  and 
independence,  to  have  acquainted  themselves 
with  the  true  position  of  that  trilw,  as  fixed  by 
treaties,  and  with  their  moral  condition  as  a 
people.  And  it  is  not  amiss  for  me  now  to  in- 
quire if  their  violations  of  the  treaties,  by  the 
establishment  of  a  Government  which  puts  aside 
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their  concessioiu  to  the  United  States,  have 
not  rel«a«ed  th«  latter  from  ill  obligation  to 
maintuD  the  gnarantj  of  their  territorj.  I  have 
no  disposition  to  aonoeal  the  fact,  that,  in  the 
treaties  witli  this  tribe,  there  are  ezpreBnons 
which  seem  to  countenanoe  (he  asmunptiou  that 
they  are  iin  independent  people.  Bat  when 
interpreted  in  connection  with  their  ooncee- 
HioDS,  their  seoBraphical  position  to  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georfna,  and  to  Spain, 
before  Loniaianaand  the  Floridas  were  acquired 
b7  OS,  those  expressions  indicate  no  more  than 
the  cantion  which  oar  Goveromest  lued  to  pre- 
vent depredations  upon  oar  frontiers  b 7  a  horde 
of  sBTBgea,  and  an  admission  that  thej  shonld 
continue  to  live  npon  their  hunting  grounds 
nnmolested,  and  in  the  darkness  of  their  own 
snpentdtiooa  and  savage  laws,  nntJL  hj  the  force 
oioor  exam[de  and  (dd,  tber  ootud  throw  off 
their  bondage. 

We  have  heard  it  relied  npon,  too,  that,  in 
these  treaties, tbetribee  areoalled  nations;  and 
the  nse  of  the  word,  from  its  ordinar;'  acoepta- 
tion,  is  suited,  as  the  opposition  know,  to  mis- 
lead persons  in  general  as  to  what  was  the 
political  character  of  tiie  tribes  in  the  appre- 
'  n  of  the  United  States,  when  they  were 


f  a  separate  and  nationi 
Bot  it  does  not  do  so ;  and  that  it  maj  not  do 
so,  I  invoke  the  aid  of  Robertson,  the  historian, ' 
to  pot  down  the  interpretation  given  to  the 
word  by  "William  Penn"  and  his  coadjutors : 
in  this  House — and  the  historian's  anthority 
will  at  least  be  conridered  entitied  to  an  eqnal- 
ity  of  weight  with  those  who  may  have  the 
temerity  to  set  themselves  op  aninst  him.  In 
his  fonrth  book,  under  the  head  of  the  Indians ' 
being  divided  into  small  commnniUes,  be  says : 
"  In  America,  the  word  nation  is  not  of  the 
same  import  as  in  other  parts  of  the  globe.  It 
Is  applied  to  small  societies,  not  exceeding,  per- 

E,  two  or  three  hundred  persons,  bnt  occn- , 
g  provinces  greater  than  some  kingdoms  in 
ipe."  The  succeeding  jjart  of  the  para- 
graph, in  whicii  the  pbiloBophio  historian  denies 
the  ownership  of  lands  In  the  Indians,  is  also 
recommended  to  the  pemsol  of  sacb  as  assert 
it;  and  they  will  take  kindly,  I  trast,  my  inti- 
mation that  the  whole  chapter,  having  some 
oonnection  with  this  sn^eot,  will  interest  them. ' 
Bnt  this  qnestion  of  Cherokee  independence 
and  the  right  of  self-government,  of  entire  free- 
dom from  State  Jurisdiction,  may  be  resisted  by 
stronger  tuynments  than  inferences  from  treaties 
with  the  United  States,  which,  upon  a  fall  ex- 
amination of  the  ConstitutlonBl  efficacy  of  trea- 
ties, and  the  powers  given  to  the  United  States 
to  make  tiiem,  will  be  found  can  neither  nve 
nor  take  away  any  right  of  an  Indian.    Ibis 


riving  their  political  eusteikce  nrom  their  joint 
declaration  of  independence,  and  the  sabeeqaent 
acknowledgment,  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
that  they  were  flree,  sovereign,  and  mdepend- 
ent  States;  and  England,  in  these  remarlcable 


individoal  Statee,  " 
ment,  propriety,  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
same  and  every  part  thereof."  Their  boosdariea 
were  declared  in  their  charters,  or  p'Onts;  and 
in  the  collective  declaration  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  the  honudaries  of  the  United  States, 
those  which  each  State  claimed  for  itself  are 
comprehended.  Within  the  boundaries  of  these 
States,  Indian  tribes  lived,  having  htmting 
gronnds  reserved  for  their  nse,  and  of  which 
they  could  not  he  deprived  but  by  their  own 
consent,  and  for  a  price. 

By  the  articles  of  ^e  eontUeration,  the  right 
to  regulate  the  trade  and  to  manage  bU  affairs 
with  the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the 
States,  was  given  to  the  United  Stales.  The 
readiest  mode  of  exercising  these  powers  was 
by  treaty ;  and  It  not  being  then  well  under- 
stood what  tribes,  from  their  scattered  eondi- 
tion,  were  within  the  States,  the  United  States 
negotiated  with  them  without  a  particidar  ref- 
erence to  this  limitation  of  their  powers,  and 
withont  a  oert^  knowledge  of  the  location  of 
the  tribes;  the  exigencies  of  the  States  in  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  making  it  eesential 
that  their  fHendship  and  partiality  should  be 
secnred.  But,  after  the  war,  the  common  dan- 
ger no  longer  menacing  the  exisleaoe  of  the 
States,  no  sooner  did  the  United  States  make  a 
treaty  with  any  tribe  of  Indians,  than  the  States 
began  to  look  into  ita  provinons  to  see  if  they 
were  consistent  with  the  grant  of  power  to 
"  regulate  the  trade  and  manage  all  affairs  with 
the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the  Stales." 
The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  with  tiie  Cherokees, 
was  at  once  protested  against  by  North  Caroli- 
na, for  its  invasion  of  their  le^slative  rights. 
A  protest.  In  such  a  case,  was  all  that  was  ne- 
cessary, eapeoially  as  the  United  States  did  not, 
by  legation,  attempt  to  enforce  those  clauses 
of  the  treaty  which  were  noxious  to  the  rights 
of  the  protesting  States.  It  must  be  kept  in 
mhid  that,  up  to  this  period,  the  United  ^tea 
bad  made  no  guaranty  to  the  Oherokees  of  their 
lands.  Thns  matters  stood  between  the  United 
States,  the  Statet,  and  the  Indians,  nntil  after 
our  present  constitation  had  been  ratified  by  the 
States.  In  lT91,theUnItedStateBmadewitfatho 
Cherokees  the  treaty  of  Holston,  and,  by  virtue 
of  a  clanse  in  the  constitution,  to  "regulate 
commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  they  asaume 
the  right "  solemnly  to  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee 
nation  all  their  lands  not  hereby  ceded ; "  and 
from  this  guaranty  it  is  argued  the  Cherokees 
are  independent,  having  a  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  free  from  the  dvil  Jurisdietion  of  the 
States.  That  is,  the  right  of  the  United  States 
"to  regulate  commerce  with  forei^  nations, 
and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,"  is  so  expanmve  a  power,  that,  be- 
osuM  oommeroe  may  be  regidated  by  treaty, 
the  United  States  are  empowered  to  dunolve,  by 
treaty,  all  the  political  r^ticns  between  the 
Slatee  and  Indians  living  in  thdr  llmita;  to 
make  them  an  indeoendeot  people,  wiUi  U 
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ibilit^  to  fiHin  a  Goremment  aad  State  within 
the  acknowledged  limito  of  other  StatM,  though, 
by  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
ctnutitntion,  it  ia  declared,  "oo  new  State  shall 
be  famed  or  erected  irithin  the  joriedlctiOD  of 
taj  other  State,  nor  any  State  oe  formed  by 
tfae  JtincUon  of  two  or  more  States,  or  part*  of 
States,  withoDt  the  consent  of  the  Legislatnrea 
of  the  States  coneemed,  as  well  as  of  the  Oon- 
gresa."  ffir,  so  monstrous  a  concatenation  of 
coDstmction  it  la  only  homaae  to  strande  In 
ita  birth;  and  I  tnut  it  liea  dead  in  all  Ua  de- 
fonnily. 

Mr.  Tnoxraoir,  of  G«orgia,  a^  he  had  for- 
borne to  take  np  the  time  of  the  Honse  in  de- 
livering his  Tiewa  at  large  on  the  bill,  and  he 
— a  thenfbre  privileged,  he  thooght.  in  agun 
"  Dg  the  previons  qneation,  (which  wonld 
e  pnt  by  the  amendment.)     Accord- 


"ia 


fellers  were  ^pirfnted  to  connt  the  Hoasei 
who  reported  ninety-d^t  in  favor  of^  ana 
nine^-eiglit  ag^nst  the  previous  qtiMtion. 
Hie  Spuzxe  voted  in  the  affirmative :  so  the 
motion  for  tbe  previons  qoestion  was  Booonded. 

The  previons  question  was  then  put,  "  Shall 
the  Duin  qneation  be  now  pat  I "  and  the  votes 
being  ninety-nine  to  ninety-nine,  the  SpBiUxk 
voted  with  the  yeas,  and  decided  the  question 
in  the  affinnative.        '    ^ 

60  the  m^  qneation  was  at  last  pat,  "  Shall 
tb«  bill  be  read  a  third  time  T  "  aad  was  decided 
io  the  afflrmative  by  the  following  vote : 

Tfis. — Mesaia.  Aleiander,  Allen,  Aliton,  Andet- 
ns,  Aonl,  Irolter,  John  S.  Barbour,  F.  P.  Btrboar, 
BwDwcU,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bodi«e,  Boon,  Biirat,  Boaldin,  Brodbnd,  Brown, 
ChmbrrieDg,  Campbell,  Canon,  Chandler,  Claiborne, 
Otj,  Coke,  Coleman,  Conner,  Eeelor  Cnig,  Bobert 
Cnig,  Crawfbrd,  Cracberan,  Daniel,  DaTeaport, 
TuTcn  K.  Davis,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Drayton,  Dwight, 
EuU,  EIndlav,  Ford,  Futer,  Fry,  Oaither,  Oilmore, 
Ootdiin,  Hti,  Hammoni,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
HdObu],  Howard,  Hubbard,  laaets,  Jennlnga,  B. " 
Jokospn^Cave  J^msoa,  Parkins  EIdk,  Lanar,  I>.  . 
Ucompte,  Loyall,  Lawla,  LuniAin,  Lyon,  Magee, 
Hutin,  Thomas  IkxweU,  HoCoy,  UeDuDe,  Moln- 
tire,  HitcbaU,  Monell,  Nnekolls,  Overton,  Pettis, 


Sanoel  A.  Smith,  Ambrow  Spsncer,  Stanbery, 
Stephens,  Henry  B.  Btons,  Wm.  L.  Storn,  Strong, 
Sutherland,  Swaun,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test, 
John  Thonuon,  Tracy,  Tance,  Tamnu,  ^ton, 
Washincton,  Whittlesey,  Edwud  D.  White,  WH- 
liams,  Wlngate,  Tonng — Vt.    ■ 


TnisDXT,  Uay  StS. 
TA*  ImpeaoAnteat. 


impeaohment,  for  tbe  trarpose  of  reoeiving  the 
answer  of  the  respondent  Jndge  Feck,  it  was 
iDdispensahle  that  the  Honae  come  to  some 
order  immediately  on  the  sabjeot.  He  there- 
fore moved  a  resolution  that  tLe  Honse  wonld, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  attend  the  Senate 
daring  the  trial  of  James  H,  Feck, 

Mr.  Pama  said,  he  would  like  to  know  soipe 
reasons  why  the  Honse  shoold  attend  the  Sen- 
ate dnriog  the  trial.  ■  Unless  the  attendaooe 
were  abaolately  necessary,  it  would  be  better 
to  be  employed  in  the  transaotion  of  its  ordi- 
nary btwnesa,  and  let  the  inaoagers  appdnted 
by  the  Honse  attend  the  Senate,  and  conduct 
the  proeeoDtioQ.  If  the  Honse  adopted  this 
resolution,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  tbe  attendance  on  the 
Senate  woald  take  up  the  whole  time  of  the 
aezt  session,  and  nothmg  else  would  be  done. 

Mr.  Stobbs  observed  that  this  resolution  waa 
conformable  to  the  nsu^e  of  the  House  on  for- 
mer oooBMOns.  The  Hoase  wonld  receive,  at 
twelve  o'clock  to-day,  a  message  from  the  Sen- 
ate, that  they  are  ready  to  receive  the  Honse, 
and  that  seate  are  prepared  for  them.  Tbe 
House  would  only  have  to  go  there  to-day,  and 
be  present  while  Judge  Fees  puts  in  his  answer 
to  the  impeachment;  the  House  will  come 
back,  and  the  Senate  will  at^ourn  as  a  court 
until  the  second  Monday  of  next  session. 


Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Bamssy,  fienoher,  Boaoe, 
Bcott,  Wm.  B.  Sbepard,  Shields,  Speigbt,  Bkhard 
BpeoMr,  Bprigg,  Standlbr,  Sterigere,  .Wiley  Tbomp- 


>M,  Treivuit,  Toeker,  Yeralanek,  Wayne,  Weeki, 
C.  P.  WUts,  WickUlb,  wade,  Taneey— loa. 

Stn. — HiMrs.  Anostrou,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Voyei 
Bahet,  Barrioger,  Hartley,  Bates,  Beekman,  Burns, 
Bvtain,  OshoiKi,  ChOda,  ChUton,  Clark,  Candut, 
C*optr,  Cowlea,  Graiw,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Crown- 
ismU,  John  DbtIs,  Debcrry,  Denny,  DieUnson, 
DoUdiba,  Donw,  Dudley,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
Gtone  ivaaa,  JeshiM  Evans,  Edward  Everett  Hor- 
tt  Kruett,  Floeh,  Forward,  Qorttam,  Qreeo,  Qren- 
Nt,  HawUns,  Hemphill,  Hodses,  Hasbea,  Hast, 
HnitapUD,  Uirla,  Inceiaoll,  lliomas  Irwin,  Wa. 
"•  Irnn,  Johns,  Eeooill,  Kennon,  Klocald,  Adam 
Silt,  I-uper,  Letcher,  Uallary,  ICartindale,  Lewis 
^unll,  ^cCreery,  Hemr,  ICIIer,  Hnhlenberg, 
''onoD,  Pearce,  neraon,  Bandolpfa,  Beed,  Bichsrd- 
■*n,  BoK,  Bomel,  Aug.  H.  Bhepperd,  Semmes,  ""' 


Mr,  FXTTia  insisted  that  the  presence  of  the 
managers  would  be  sufficient,  and  that,  if  tbe 
House  resolved  to  attend  the  Senate  daring  the 
trial,  there  wonld  be  little  other  bnnnees  dona 
daring  the  next  seteion. 

Mr.  ScTHEBLaKD  thought  it  would  be  wrong 
to  adopt  the  resolntioQ.  It  would  be  very 
proper  to  go  to  the  Senate  to-day,  and  be  pres- 
ent at  the  opening  of  the  court  for  the  Impeach- 
ment, and  receiving  the  answer  of  the  aooosed ; 
but  afterwards,  unless  some  very  pressing  oc- 
oa^oD  should  require  it,  the  presence  of  the 
House  would  be  unnecMsary.  The  object  in 
appointing  managers,  was  to 'leave  it  to  them 
to  condact  the  impeachment.  He  cited  Jeffer- 
son's Manual  to  snstun  his  opinion,  and  moved 
to  modify  tbe  resolution  so  as  to  provide  that 
the  House  would  attend  thii  day. 

Mr.  SiOBBB.  Then  we  shall  have  to  adopt  a 
similar  one  every  day,  as  the  attendance  of  tbe 
House  is  Indispenuble  to  the  CMttiDuanoe  of 
I  the  prosecution. 
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(IUt,  18SD. 


Ur.  WiLuucB  said  he  'would  like  to  learn 
from  the  Speaker  nhat  th«  practice  wu  in 

The  Spbaxkb  observed  that  ever;  member 
wu  as  competent  to  inform  himself  and  jndge 
as  the  Chair ;  bnt  tliere  was  ttp  donht  the  uni- 
form practice  had  been  for  the  Honse  to  be 
present  at  the  trial,  as  the  aoonsera  and  prose- 
ontors. 

Ur.  Storbs  then  entered  into  a  somewhat 


the  presence  of  the  House  was 
appointment  of  managera  was  not  intended  to 
dispense  with  the  presence  of  the  Honse,  but, 
merel;  to  act  for  the  House,  as  it  wonld  be  in- 
convenient for  so  large  a  body  to  act  for  itaeU^ 
and  the  managers  could  lake  no  step  without 
conailting  the  House,  which  mnst,  therefore,  be 
present. 

,  Mr.  UoDcirn  hoped  his  friend  tima  New 
York  wonld  remove  the  present  difflcnltj  h; 
accepting  the  modification  of  Mr.  Suthkblajh), 
and  order  for  future  arrangements  could  be 
taken  hereafter. 

Attar  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Meboeb  and 
SrTBBBLaND,  Mr.  Stobss  accepted  tJio  modifl- 
catioD,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: 

Snolttd,  That  this  House  will,  this  da;,  at  nch 
hour  as  the  Senate  shall  appoint,  resolve  itself  Into 
Comnilttee  of  the  Whole,  and  attend  in  the  Senate 
on  the  trial  of  the  Impeacbnient  there  pending  of 
James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  Butes  for  the  district  of  MiMonri. 


Tbubbdxt,  Maj  27. 

Maynille  md  Lexington  (5V-)  Soad  Bitt— 

Veto  Meuage. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr,  Donelson.  his  pri- 
vato  secretary,  returning  the  bill  which  orig- 
inated in  this  House,  and  which  had  passed 
both  Houses,  for  anthorizing  a  subscription  to 
the  stock  of  the  Maysville  and  Washington 
Turnpike  Boad  Company  in  Kentucky,  with 
his  reasons  b]i  large  for  refnsing  to  sign  the 
same. 

The  Message  was  read  through  by  the  clerk, 
and  heard  with  great  attention. 

When  the  reading  was  concluded,  there  arose 
a  harried  and  anxious  debate,  involving  no 
principle  of  the  bill,  bnt  merely  the  qnestion 
whether  the  bill  ahonld  be  reconsidered  tnttan- 
ter,  or  whether  the  reconsideration  should  he 
postponed  until  to-morrow.  During  the  whole 
of  tnis  proceeding,  there  was  a  constant  ten- 
dency to  debate  the  main  qnestion,  and  an  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  the  Chair  to  confine  the  de- 
bate to  the  question  of  postponement.  In  this 
skinnishing,  Mr.  Ibvin  of  Ohio,  Mr.  DaxiBL, 
Mr.  Vanck,  Mr.  Inobbsoll,  Mr.  Baowir,  Mr. 
PoTTBE,  Ur.  P.  P.  Babboub,  Ur.  WicKiirra, 
U>,  Polk,  Ur.  Bill,  Ur,  CoLsiLur,  Ur.  Lstob- 


BB,  Mr.  Bimau,  Mr.  Taitot,  sad  Mr.  Bxk- 
BuiosB  took  some  part 

Finally,  as  by  common  consent,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  reoonsiderataon  should  be  postponed 
nntil  to-morrow,  by  which  time  the  Message,  it 
was  supposed,  would  be  printed,  and  in  Uie 
bands  of  every  member. 

The  question  of  printing  the  report  gave  rise 
to  some  debate,  by  reason  of  the  intervention 
of  the  rule  reqoiring  one  day's  notice  for  an 
order  for  an  estra  number  of  copies  of  any  doc- 
nmenL  For  the  present,  under  that  mlei,  tha 
usual  number  only  wsa  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JSsfMoI  if  Salt  Ihay. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  considentton  of 
the  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  radnee 
the  duty  on  saltj"  and  the  question  was  stated. 
Shall  the  bill  pasBl  when 

A  motJon  was  made  by  Ur.  Btoubb  of  New 
York,  that  the  said  bill  b«  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  with  Inslno- 
tions  so  to  amend  the  same,  as  to  poetpono  any 
reduction  of  the  doty  on  salt  until  the  SOtb 
September,  16S1. 

Mr.  S.  alleged,  as  a  reason  for  his  motion, 
that  he  wished  to  give  the  State  of  New  York 
time  to  alleviate  by  her  legislation  the  eCTeot  of 
this  measnra  on  her  interest,  and  to  adapt  her 
policy  to  a  change  which  would  inflict  ao  grast 
an  enl  on  her  peonniory  interest. 

Ur.  P.  P.  Basbocs  moved  the  previous  qaes- 

Mr.  SrurBniT  moved  to  lay  the  hill  on  the 
table ;  on  which  motion  Mr.  Virtof  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Ur.  Porm  moved  a  coll  of  the  Honse. 

[At  this  moment  a  number  of  the  Senators 
coming  into  the  Hall,  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  Senate  had  BaUonrned;  and  as  the  Joint 
mles  of  the  two  Eousee  provide  that  "  no  bill 
that  shall  have  passed  one  Uonse,  shall  be  aent  for 
concurrence  to  the  otheron  either  of  the  three  last 
days  of  the  session,"  itbeoameaqnestlMi  wheth- 
er it  would  be  worth  while  to  pass  the  UU  nndtf 
consideration,  inosmnob  as  this  was  the  last 
day  on  which  a  bill  could  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  conciirrenoe,  and  the  Senate  bad  now 
adjonmed.] 

Mr.  TaTLOB  was  of  opinion  that,  as  the  Senate 
bad  adjourned,  it  would  tw  useless  to  pass  the 
biU,  as  it  oonld  not  be  sent  there  for  concor- 
renee. 

Mr.  MoDmiK  said,  it  was  evident  that  the 
Senate  had  by  inadTerteuce  oTcrlooked  the 
rule,  and  had  adjourned  without  t>eing  aware 
of  the  effect ;  therefore,  doobtlest,  something 
wonld  be  done  to  remove  the  diffioolty,  as 
there  were  several  bills  which  it  was  indispen- 
sable to  pass.  He  hoped  therefore  the  House 
wonld  go  on  with  this  bill,  and  pan  iL 

Ur.  P.  P.  BaBBorn  thought  the  bill  oould  be 
sent  to  the  Senate,  notwithstanding  it  had  ad- 
journed. Sappoee  the  Senate  were  not  to  nt 
two  of  the  fonr  last  days  of  the  sesrion,  oonU 
that  deprive  the  Honse  of  the  benefit  of  all  the 
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bull  which  might  be  paased  bj  itt  Sir,  (s^d 
Xr.  B.,)  tbe  Clerk  of  thu  Honae  can  deliver  this 
UU  to-dar,  if  it  MM,  to  the  Bearetu?  of  the 
Beiut&  aed  tbe  Senate  can  to-morrow  take  It 
np  UM  act  on  it,  although  it  be  not  in  sesrion 
to-itaj  when  tbe  bill  goes  tbere. 

Hr.  7i»o>  now  moved  that  tbe  Honse  nd- 
Jonm ;  and  the  yeae  and  najs  being  demanded 
V  ^'  Lamas,  thtj  were  taken,  and  the  mo- 
tkm  was  n^atjved :  jeas  S4,  aaya  1  ST. 

Mr.  DsATHHf  moved  to  la;  the  mutioD  for  a 
can  of  tbe  Honae  on  tbe  table;  and  Mr.  Rambbt 


Mr.  SnaioEBi  renewed  the  motion  to  lav  on 
tbe  table,  whieb  being  taken,  tbe  motion  for  a 
am  of  the  SouM  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
taUa.  The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  laying 
the  bin  on  the  table,  and  negatived:  yeaa  84, 
nayaB?, 

The  previona  qae»tlon  waa  then  seconded  by 
a  m^ority  of  the  Honae ;  and  the  previoos 
qoesbon  waa  oarried  by  yeaa  and  naya — 108  to 
li.   So  that 

Tio  main  qaeation  waa  at  laat  pnt  on  the 
panage  ot  tbe  tul),  and  oarried  in  tbe  affirma- 
tive: yeaa  103,  nays  83. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  i»dered  to  be 
tmt  to  Ibe  Senate  for  oonourrenoe. 

fWben  tbe  roll  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
dlliDg,  and  the  Olerk  reached  tbe  name  of  Mr. 
YisoiT.  of  Kentocky,  Mr.  Y.  rose,  and  said, 
he  knew  be  was  oat  of  order,  bnt  still  he  wish- 
ed to  state  tbe  reason  which  governed  his  vote, 
M  be  wu  going  to  change  the  vote  be  had  for- 
meriy  nven  on  this  bill.  We  are  In  poaaesaion 
of  iDtdligcDM  (said  Mr.  Y.)  'that  the  West  In- 
dia trade  will  now  be  opened ;  and  aa  the  West 
ladies  have  salt  in  abnndance,  and  the  western 
(onntrj  has  provisions  in  abnodaneo,  one  being 
exchanged  for  tbe  other,  will  reduce  tbe  price 
of  salt  in  the  West  to  the  poor  man.  It  was 
that  be  tdt  interested  for,  and  this  induced  him 
to  ehause  bis  vote.  Mr.  Y.  did  not  of  coarse 
nuke  tbeae  remarks  without  being  called  to 
otder  rqieatedly,  both  by  the  Hoosa  and  tbe 
Cbtir,  bnt  he  persisted  m  saying  thns  rnnob 
before  be  voted.] 

Mi>laMM  and  Bum. 

Tbe  oigrowed  bill  to  rednoe  the  doty  on 
BulaaM*,  and  to  allow  a  drawback  on  nun 
diatOled  from  foreign  mobtases,  was  next  read 
th«  third  time,  and  pnt  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  BaxxDroxn  moved  the  previona  qnestion, 
fairing  that  debate  might  arise  on  tbe  bill,  and 
•aduttw  It  by  delay. 

Hr.  VANon  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  the  table, 
vlikb  waa  negatived ;  and 

Tbe  previoaa  question  being  seconded  and 
■med  to,  the  qnestion  waa  pnt  on  the  passage 
or  the  UU,  and  dedded  in  the  affirmative  by 
jm  and  nay»— 117  to  80. 

So  thia  bin  was  paaaad,  and  ordered  to  be 
Mst  to  tbe  Senate  fbr  oononrrenoe. 


FmnAT,  Uay  28. 
7Aa  V4to  Meuage. 

The  House  then,  according  to  order,  proceed- 
ed to  tbe  consideration  of  the  Message  of  tbe 
Prendent  of  tbe  United  States  refusing  bis  tA- 
sent  to  the  bill  for  a  aubaoriptloa  of  stock  in 
the  Uaysville  Road  Oompany — tbe  qnestion 
bring,  "  Will  the  Honae  paaa  tbe  Ult,  the  obJeo> 
tions  of  tbe  President  notwithstanding  t" 

Mr,  EsmioH'  obaerved,  that,  being  perfecUy 
satisfied  in  fals  own  mind  that  all  the  argumenU 
which  conld  be  addneed  would  not  change  a 
single  vote  upon  tbe  sntfjeot,  be  felt  himself 
bonnd  to  move  the  previous  question. 

The  question  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of 
yeaa  80,  nays  67.  Bo  tbe  previous  qneelon 
was  oarried. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  called  fbr,  ordered, 
and  taken,  on  the  putting  of  tbe  main  qnestion. 
It  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  lOS  to  76. 

The  main  question,  which  was  tbe  passage 
of  the  bill,  the  objectiona  of  the  Frerident 
notwithstanding,  was  then  puL    Tbe  vote  waa 

Tbu. — Measia.  Amutrong,  ITojes  Barber,  Hart- 
ley, Bales,  Baylor,  Beekman,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Brown,  Bur|^  Oihooii,  Childs,  ChilloD,  Clay,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Condlet,  Cooper,  Crane,  Ctanford,  Crock- 
ett, Crelghton,  Cremilnahield,  John  Davis,  Dennv', 
Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dimoan,  Dirleht,  Ellsworui, 
OeorgeEvana,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Iliid&y,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Qrenuell,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hwbes,  Hunt,  Hunting- 
lOD,  logeisoll,  Irvin,  Isacks,  Johns,  Kendall,  Ken- 
non,  Kinoaid,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Miliary, 
Hartlodale,  L.  Maxwell,  McCreery,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  Norton,  Fearce,  PetUa,  Henoa,  Rsmaej, 
Bandolph,  Beed,  Kchardson,  Boae;  Riuael,  Scott, 
William  B.  Bhepard,  Semmea,  Bill,  Anbrose  Spen- 
cer, ^iriKb  Stanberry,  StandUbr,  Stephens,  H.  B. 
Storrs,  WTL.  Storfs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Bwann, 
Switt,  Test,  John  Thomson,  Tance,  Tinton,  Wash- 
ington, Wbittlwey,  Edward  D.  White,  WickliSb, 
Tancey,  Touag — 9S. 

Nate. — Messn.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander- 
son, Angel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bdley,  J.  &.  Barbonr, 
FhHip  P.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Baninger,  Bell,  James 
Blair,  BoAkee,  Boret,  Booidln,  Brodhead,  Cunbre- 
leng,  Campbell,  CaiMin,  Chandler,  Claiborne,.  Coke, 
Conner,  Cowlea,  Hector  Crwg,  Bobert  Craig,  Croch- 
-        Lfi. 


,  Daidel,   Davenport, 


W.  R. 


Davis,  Deberry, 


Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mclntlre,! 
□eU,  Mnblenberg,  NnckoUa,  Ovenon,  Folk,  Potter, 
Powers,  Bencher  Roane,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Smith,  Speight,  lUcbard  Spencer,  Sterigere,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Wiley  Thompsoo,  Treivant,  Tucker, 
Yamnm,  Terplinck,  Wayne,  Weets,  Campbell  P. 
White,  Wilde,  WilUams— 90. 

Bo  the  bill,  not  being  supported  by  two-tliirda 
(tf  the  Honae,  was  r^eoted. 
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LouinilU  and  Portland  Qmal. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ftnthorize  a  sub- 
icription  to  the  stook  of  tiie  LoaiaviUe  and 
PortUnd  Canal  Oomp&ny,  was  finally  paued. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  antboriring  a  mb- 
Bcription  to  the  Htook  of  the  Washington  and 
Freoeriok  Road  Oompanj,  was  floallj  paaeed. 

JlattaehvtBttt  Militia  Claim. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate,  to  aathoriEO  the 

payment  of  the  claim  of  the  BtAto  of  Uasaoohn- 

setta,  for  oertaiD  services  of  the  militia  doriog 

the  late  war,  waa  finally  paaaed. 


UoNDAT,  May  81. 

The  lulla  wbiob  origiiuted  ia  this  Honse, 
last  presented  to  the  Preaideat  for  hU  approba- 
tioa,  were  letnrned  for  hia  ngnatnre. 

The  following  meMsge  aooompuied  one  of 
these  bills: 


I  ^Mwnh  [Ua>,  ISSO. 

Te  l/ie  Stmte  af  Stprattitatitn. 

QixiLKMxs :  I  hare  ftpprOTed  and  tigned  the  blU 
entitled  "  An  act  nutking  appropiiationi  for  eiim- 
iDaClone  aod  lurrejB,  tnd  also  for  certain  wo^  of 
ictemal  improTemenCs ; "  but  as  the  pbrmMologj  of 
the  lecllon  which  appropriates  the  Bam  of  eight 
dionaand  dollan  for  die  road  from  Detroit  to  OH- 
cago,  naj  be  constreed  to  autborizs  the  a|qilica- 
Uon  of  the  appropriation  for  the  contionaBce  of  the 
road  beyond  Uie  limits  of  the  Territorj  of  Wehlgan, 
J  dedre  to  be  naderatood  aa  haTinc  appro*ed  this 
bill  with  the  undentanding  that  ua  road  aalhor- 
iied  by  this  aeotion  ii  not  to  be  extended  btjond 
the  Umita  of  the  add  territory.* 

May  «,  I8S0.  ASDBEW  JACESOH. 

The  bodneea  of  the  aeeaion  being  flmahed, 
the  tuoal  oommittee  waa  appointed  to  wait  up- 
on the  Prendent  of  the  United  Statea  to  infonn 
him  that  the  Honse  was  ready  to  adioom. 

The  committee  having  reported,  tue  Speaker 
monmed  the  Honse  rina  die. 
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PBOCEEDINQS  DT  THE  SENATE. 


VonuT,  December  0, 18S0. 
Tbu  iij,  at  twelve  o'olo<^  the  roll  heTing 
b«en  called  orer  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
(WiLtnt  LoWBis,)  it  appeared  that  there  were 

Cot  tfairtj-five  members;  whereapon,  Vr. 
[,  of  Mvjland,  FreHident  pro  tempore,  in 
tbe  sbwDoe  of  the  Vice  President,  took  the 
ekur,  and  called  the  Senate  to  order.  Tbe 
Seer^ATT  waa  directed  to  acqaiunt  the  Eoase 
cf  BqtTMetitativeB  that  a  qnomm  of  tbe  Senate 
VH  Mienibled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  bnai- 
noi;  who  returned,  and  informed  the  Seoate 
ttud  the  other  House  had  ai^Dnrned  nntil  to- 
soncw,  at  twelre  o'clock. 

Tdkdat,  December  7. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Hoese  of 
BepreaentatiTca,  informing  the  Senate  that  a 
qvtmn  of  tiiat  House  had  assembled,  and  were 
mij  to  proceed  to  hanneas. 

The  nmal  Stuiding  Oommitteea  of  the  Senate 
nre  tbea  (^pointed. 

A  oomnranicaliiMi  having  been  received  from 
tbe  Bouse  of  Repreaentalivea,  annonncing  the 
tioiHaa  by  that  Hoose  of  a  resolation  for  the 
^qxrfidment  of  a  oommltliee,  on  their  part,  to 
*ut  OQ  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  in 
tnijiiiKtion  with  a  comnuttM  on  the  part  of 
tlwSoiat^  and  to  inform  him  that  both  Hooses 
W  organued,  and  were  ready  to  receive  any 
wnunnnication  that  he  might  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them,  the  Senate  cononrred  in  the 
nsdution,  and  appointed  a  committee  on  their 

Kr.  QsiiaDT,  from  the  Joint  committee,  snb- 
wqMotly  nportoi  that  they  had  performed 
^  do^,  ana  had  reoraved  for  answer  from 
tlw  Freddeat.  that  he  wottld,  this  day,  at  half 
pot  one  o'cloot  make  a  conunmdoation,  in 
tiling,  to  both  Honsea  of  Oongreaa. 

hi  a  few  minutes  the  annnal  Message  was 
nnired  trom  the  President,  by  A.  J.  Dokxij>- 
««,  fail  private  Secretary. 

vtd  of  llu  Santf  o/ Stprt»tiilali<Ht : 
Tbt  plcamre  I  have  In  congratulating  yon  on 
JNi  ittDm  to  your  canititntional  duties  is  much 


belgfataned  by  the  eatlH&ctlon  which  the  condition 
of  oar  beloved  country  at  this  period  jostl;  inspires. 
The  beneficent  Anther  of  all  good  us  granted  to 
us,  during  the  pnsent   year,  health,  peace,  and 

dnful  Bucceas  whi^  attends  the  [gogrBsa  of  onr 
free  insdtnttons. 

With  a  popola^on  nnparslleled  in  its  Increase, 
and  paescHDng  a  cbsncter  which  combiaes  the 
hardihood  of  •nterprise  with  the  condderateneaa 
of  wisdom,  wa  see  in  every  lectlon  of  oar  happy 
country  a  steady  improvement  In  the  meaos  of 
soinU  Interooaree,  and  ccrreepondeDt  elTecta  opon 
tbeReuiiu  and  laws  of  our  extended  republic. 

The  apparent  exceptions  to  the  harmony  of  the 
prDHpect  are  to  be  referted  rather  to  hievitable  di- 
versities in  tbe  various  interests  which  enter  into 
tbe  compodtion  of  so  eitennve  a  whole,  than  to 
any  want  of  attaclunent  to  the  Union—Interests 
whose  coHisIonB  serve  only,  in  the  end,  to  foster 
the  Bidrit  of  conciliation  and  patriotism,  so  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  thtX  union  which,  I  most  de- 
voDtly  hope,  Is  destined  to  prove  Imperishable. 

In  the  midst  of  theaa  blesringl,  we  liave  recently 
witnessed  changes  in  the  condition  of  other  na- 
tions, which  may.  In  their  conseqaenees,  call  for 
tbe  utmost  vigiljuiee,  wisdom,  and  nnanlmil;,  in 
our  councils,  and  the  eierclBe  of  all  tha  moderation 
and  patriotism  of  our  people. 

The  hnportantmoAGcaUona  of  their  government, 
effected  with  so  much  courage  and  wisdom  by  the 
peOfde  of  France,  afford  a  happy  presage  of  their 
future  course,  and  has  natutallj  elicited  from  the 
lundred  feelings  of  this  nation  that  flpontoncous 
and  imiversal  burst  of  applause  In  which  jon  have 
participated.  In  congratulating  jou,  mj'  fellow- 
dtizeno,  upon  an  event  oo  auspicious  to  the  dearest 
inlereata  of  mankind,  I  do  no  more  than  respond 
to  the  T(rice  of  my  cotmtrj,  without  transcending, 
in  the  subtest  degree,  that  salutary  maxim  of  the 
Ulustrioua  WashiogtoD,  which  enjoins  an  abstinence 
from  all  interference  with  (he  internal  affairs  of 
other  nations.  Froni  ■  people  exercising,  In  the 
moat  nnlbnited  degree,  the  right  of  Belt-govern- 
ment, and  eqjoying,  as  derived  from  this  proud 
characteristic,  under  tbe  Esvor  of  hesveo,  much  of 
tike  haptdness  with  which  they  are  blessed ;  a  people 
who  can  point  in  triomph  to  their  free  institutions, 
and  challenge  comparison  with  the  fruits  they  bear, 
as  well  as  with  the  moderation,  Intelligence,  and 
ene^y,  with  which  they  sre  administered;  from 
such  a  people,  the  deepest  sympethy  was  to  he  ea- 
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peoted  in  ■  BtruKgle  for  the  sacred  prindples  of 
Ubertj,  cooducted  in  >  Bfint  ever;  wkjp  worth;  of 
the  caose,  and  crowned  bj  tui  beroio  moderation 
which  hu  diurmed  revolution  of  ita  teiron.  Kot- 
withatindiag  the  UroDK  usunnceB  which  the 
whom  we  so  sincerely  lave  and  justl;  admire  hu 
givGD  to  the  world  of  the  high  character  of  the 
present  King  of  the  French,  and  which,  if  susuined 
to  the  end,  will  secure  to  him  the  prond  appellfttion 
of  Patriot  King,  It  in  not  in  hii  aucceas,  but  in  that 
of  the  great  principle  which  has  borne  him  to  the 
throne — the  paramount  authority  of  (he  public  will 
— that  the  Americao  people  rejoice. 

I  am  happy  to  iuform  you  that  the  anUoipationi 
which  were  lodulged  at  the  date  of  my  laat  com- 
Diimicttioa  on  the  subject  of  our  fbroigo  affkirg, 
have  been  fully  realized  in  aevend  important  par- 
ticulars. 

An  arrangement  haa  been  ellected  with  Great 
Britain,  In  relation  to  the  trade  between  the  United 
Slates  and  her  West  Indift  and  North  American 
colonics,  which  has  settled  a  qoeetion  that  bt  for 
yeaifl  afforded  nutter  for  contention  and  almost 
uninterrupted  dlsauadon,  and  boa  been  the  subject 
of  no  leas  Uian  nx  negoiiatlona.  In  a  maoaer  which 
promises  results  highly  &vonible  to  the  parties. 

The  abstract  right  of  Great  Britain  to  monopo- 
lize the  trade  with  her  colonies,  or  to  exclnde  us 
from  a  particlpatioa  (herein,  has  never  been  denied 
by  the  United  States.  But  we  have  contcDdcd, 
and  with  reason,  that  if,  at  any  time,  Oreat  Britain 
tosy  desire  the  productions  of  this  coontry  as  ne- 
cessary to  her  colonies,  they  must  be  received  upon 
principles  of  Just  reciprocity;  andAirtber,  that  it 

Is  makinean  Invi  "  

to  open  her  coloi 

nations,  and  dose  them  against  those  of  the  United 

States. 

Antecedently  to  1794,  a  portion  of  our  produc- 
tions was  admitted  into  die  colonial  islands  of  Qreat 
Britain,  by  particular  concepsion,  limitrd  to  the 
term  of  one  year,  but  renewed  from  year  to  year. 
In  the  transportation  of  these  productions,  how- 
ever, OUT  vessels  were  not  allowed  to  engage ;  this 
being  a  privilege  reserved  to  British  shipping,  by 
which  alone  our  produce  could  be  talien  to  the 
IsUods,  and  theirs  brought  to  us  in  retura.  From 
Newioundland  and  her  continental  possesdons,  all 
our  productione,  as  well  ss  our  vessels,  were  ez- 
ctnded,  with  occasional  relaxations,  by  which,  in 
sesaons  of  distress,  the  former  were  admitted  in 
British  bottoms. 

By  the  treaty  of  1764,  she  offered  to  concede  to 
us,  for  a  limited  time,  the  right  of  carrying  to  her 
West  India  poasesaioos,  in  our  vessels  not  exceed- 
ing seventy  tons  burden,  and  upon  the  same  terms 
as  British  vessels,  any  productions  of  the  United 
States  which  British  vessels  might  impart  there- 
from. But  this  privilege  was  coupled  with  con- 
ditions which  are  supposed  to  have  led  to  its  r^ec- 
tioa  by  the  Senate ;  that  is,  that  Amerira.n  vessels 
should  land  their  return  cargoes  in  the  United 
Etatcs  only;  and,  moreover,  that  they  shouli  dui^ 
ing  the  continuance  of  the  privilege,  be  precluded 
from  carrying  molasses,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  or 
cotton,  cither  from  those  islands  or  from  the  United 
Sutes,  to  any  other  part  of  the  worid.  Great  Brit- 
ain readily  consented  to  eipunge  this  article  from 
the  treaty;  and  subsequent  attempts  to  arrange 
the  terms  of  the  trade,  either  by  treaty  stipulations 
or  concerted  legislation,  having  Jailed,  it  has  been 
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succesavely  sospeuded  and  allowed,  according  to 
the  varying  legislation  of  the  parties. 

The  following  are  the  prominent  points  which 
have,  in  later  years,  separated  the  two  Govem- 
meots.  Besides  a  restriction,  whereby  all  importa- 
tions Into  her  colonies  in  American  vessels  tit  ccn- 
fined  to  our  own  products,  carried  hence,  a  restric- 
tion to  wluch  it  dees  not  appear  that  we  have  ever 
objected,  a  leading  object  on  the  part  of  Orvit 
Britain  has  been  to  prevent  us  from  becoming  the 
carriers  of  British  West  India  conunoditiei  to  uy 
other  country  than  our  own.  On  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  it  has  been  contended,  1st  That  the 
subject  should  be  regulated  by  treaty  stipnlidDiiB 
in  preference  to  separate  legislation ;  id.  That  cur 
productions,  when  imported  into  the  colonies  in 
question,  should  not  be  subject  to  higher  dntic* 
(hao  the  productions  of  the  mother  couiktry,  or  of 
her  other  colonial  passeBsIons ;  and  3d.  Thit  lya 
vessels  should  be  aUowed  to  participate  In  the  cir- 
cuitons  trade  between  the  United  Sutes  and  dit 
ferent  parts  of  the  British  dominions. 

The  first  point,  iStec  having  been,  for  a  long 
time,  strenuously  insisted  upon  by  Oreat  Brilaui, 
was  given  up  by  the  act  of  ParUament  of  Jsly, 
1S2S ;  all  vessels  suffered  to  trade  with  the  eoloniss 
being  permitted  to  deer  from  thence  with  any  u> 
ticles  wliich  British  vessels  might  export ;  and  pro- 
ceed to  any  part  of  the  world,  Oreat  Britain  and 
her  dependencies  alone  excepted.  On  our  part, 
each  of  (he  above  points  had,  in  «uece«iion,  been 
explicitly  abandoned  in  ncgotiatiolia  preceding  that 
of  which  the  result  is  now  announced. 

This  amuigement  secures  to  the  United  Sute« 
every  advantage  asked  by  them,  and  which  the 
state  of  the  negotiation  allowed  ns  to  insist  upon. 
The  trade  will  be  placed  upon  a  footing  decidedly 
more  bvorable  to  this  country  than  any  on  which 
it  ever  stood;  and  our  commerce  and  navigation 
will  enjoy,  in  the  colonial  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
every  privilege  allowed  to  other  nations. 

That  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  so  br  as  it 
depends  on  this  trade,  will  be  greatly  promoted  by 
the  new  arrangement,  there  can  be  no  doubL  In- 
dependentiy  of  the  more  obvious  advantages  of  an 
open  and  direct  intercourse,  its  estabUshment  will 
be  attended  with  other  consequences  of  a  higher 
value.  That  which  bits  been  carried  on  since  the 
mutual  inten^ct  under  all  the  expense  and  incon- 
venience Quavoidably  Incident  (o  it,  would  have 
been  iniupportably  onerous,  had  it  not  l>een,  in  a 
great  degree,  lightened  by  concerted  evasions  in 
the  mode  of  raalung  the  transshipments  at  what  are 
called  the  neutral  ports.  These  indirections  are 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  nations  that  have 
so  many  motives,  not  only  to  cherish  feelings  of 
mutual  friendship,  but  to  maintain  such  relations 
as  will  stimulate  their  respective  citizens  and  sub- 
jects to  efforts  of  direct,  open,  and  honorable  com- 
petition only;  and  pret^rve  them  from  the  infln- 
ence  of  seductive  and  vitiating  circumstaocea. 

When  your  preliminary  interposition  was  Baked 
~*  the  close  of  the  lost  session,  a  copy  of  the  in- 
ctions  under  which  Hr.  UcLone  has  acted,  to- 
ler  with  the  eommunicBtions  which  bad  at  that 
I  passed  between  him  and  the  British  Govem- 
(,  was  laid  beforo  you.  Although  there  has 
tieen  any  thing  in  the  acts  of  the  two  Govern-. 
ts  which  requires  secrecy.  It  was  (honght  most 
proper,  In  the  (hen  state  of  the  negotiation,  to  make 
that  commniticBtion  a  confidential  one.     So  soon, 
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lia<r*T«r,  u  the  evktenee  of  execution  on  the  psrt 
otGreiU  BiiUlQ  it  receEred,  the  wbole  matWr  ihall 
ba  lud  before  7011,  wheo  it  v[1I  be  seao  that  the 
■pprebeDsioD  which  &ppc&n  to  hi 
of  Uie  protisioBs  of  the  &ct  piuaed  tX  ;( 
lioii,  that  the  restonttiOD  of  the  trade 
ipigbt  be  coDDecled  with  other  subjecl  , 
■ought  to  be  obtained  at  the  sacrifice  of  thr  public 
LDtfrest  [n  other  particnlani,  was  wholly  unfounded ; 
tad  that  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
riewi  of  the  Britiah  Government  has  been  Induced 
bj  eoniidentioQB  aa  honorable  to  both  partiea,  as, 
Itnut,  the  mult  will  pioTe  beneBciaL 

TUs  deiu«b1e  KMlt  wu,  it  will  be  Men,  greatlj 
promoted  by  the  liberal  and  coofiding  proTiaions 
of  the  act  of  Congrea  of  the  last  aeaaion,  by  which 
nir  porta  were,  upon  the  i««eptioa  and  anauocia- 
tion  faj  the  Preaident  of  the  required  asaarance  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  forthwith  opened  to  her 
Teaaeli,  before  the  arrangement  could  be  carried 
into  effect  on  her  parti  pureaing,  in  thii  act  of 
prospectiTe  legislation,  a  similar  course  to  tliat 
adopted  bf  Great  Britain,  in  abolishing,  b;  her  act 
Df  ParUiment,  in  IBSS,  a  restriction  iben  eiiating, 
and  permitting  our  vessels  to  dear  from  the  colonies, 
on  their  return  Toyages,  for  aoT  foreign  country 
■biterer,  before  British  veesels  ^ad  been  relieved 
from  the  restriction  Imposed  by  our  law,  of  return- 
i^  directly  from  the  United  Slates  to  the  colonies 
—a  restriction  which  ebe  re(|uired  and  expected 
iliat  we  should  abolish.  Upon  ^ach  occasion,  a 
linuted  and  temporary  advantage  has  been  giren  to 
Ibe  opposite  party,  bnt  an  advantage  of  no  impoi^ 
tuux  in  comparison  with  the  restoration  of  mutost 
confidence  and  good  feelings,  and  the  ultimate  et- 
libliihBient  of  the  trade  upon  bir  principles. 

It  fives  nie  unfeigned  plasaure  to  assure  yoa 
Uut  tUt  negotialioii  has  been,  throughout,  chatac- 
tcriied  by  the  niost  frank  and  friendly  i^nrit  on  the 
put  a{  Great  Britain,  and  concluded  in  a  manner 
nronglj  indicative  of  a  sincere  deure  to  cultivate 
Uk  ben  nUtloat  with  the  United  States.  To  re- 
□proeate  this  dispodtlon  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
aj  atnlitj,  ia  a  duty  wluch  I  shall  deem  it  a  priv- 
il^  to  (fiacharge. 

Altliongh  the  result  !■,  itself  the  best  commen- 
tary on  the  Bervicee  rendered  lo  his  country  by  onr 
Kiuister  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  it  would  be 
dung  violence  to  my  feelings  were  I  to  dismiss  the 
■object  without  eiprening  the  very  high  sense  I 
DueituD  of  the  talent  snd  ex«rtioa  which  hare 
been  displayed  by  him  on  the  occasion. 

The  injury  l«  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
renlting  from  tbe  exclusion  of  our  vessels  fVom  the 
Bluk  Sea,  and  the  previoos  footing  of  mere  euf- 
kaatt  npon  which  even  the  limited  trade  enjoyed 
bj  u  with  Turkey  has  hitherto  been  placed,  have, 
fat  1  liHig  time,  been  a  Murce  of  much  solicitude 
M  iMs  OovemmeDt;  and  several  endeavors  have 
bMn  made  to  obtain  a  better  state  of  things.  Sen- 
Ale  of  the  importance  of  the  object,  I  felt  it  my 
ht;  to  leave  no  proper  means  unemployed  to  ao- 
qicre  for  our  lag  tbe  same  privileges  that  are  on- 
jo;ed  by  the  principal  powers  of  Europe.  Com- 
■lUBoners  were,  consequently,  appointed  to  open 
*  Mgoliation  with  the  Sublime  Peru.  Not  Iod^ 
■Atr  the  member  of  the  commission  who  went  di- 
inUy  from  the  United  States  had  saited,  llie  ac- 
toust  of  the  treaty  of  Adrlanople,  by  which  one  of 
ll»  objects  in  view  was  supposed  to  be  scoured, 
niched  this  country.    The  Black  Bea  was  undei^ 


stood  to  b«  opened  to  ns.  Under  the  suppoution 
that  this  was  the  esse,  the  additional  facilities  to 
be  derived  from  the  establishment  of  commercial 
regulations  with  the  Forte  were  deemed  of  suffl- 
"  importance  to  require  a  prosecudoe 


which  will  be  forthwith  laid  before  tbe  Senate. 

By  its  provisions,  a  free  passage  is  secured,  with* 
out  limitation  of  time,  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  to  and  from  tbe  Black  Bea,  Including  the 
narlgaUon  thereof;  and  our  trade  with  Tuike^  is 
fdaced  on  the  fooling  of  the  most  favored  nation. 
The  latter  Is  an  arrangement  wholly  independent 
of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople ;  and  the  former  de- 
rives much  value,  not  only  from  the  hicreased 
security  which,  under  any  cireumslances,  it  would 
give  to  the  right  in  question,  but  from  the  (act, 
ascertained  hi  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  that, 
by  the  cocstmction  put  upon  that  treaty  by  Tai^ 
bey,  the  article  relating  to  tbe  passage  of  the  Bos- 
phorns  is  confined  to  nations  having  treaties  with 
the  Porte.  The  most  friendly  feelings  appear  to 
be  entertained  by  the  Sultan,  and  an  enhghtened 
disposition  is  evinced  by  him  to  forter  the  Inter- 
course between  the  two  countries  by  the  most  lib' 
eral  arrangements.  This  disposition  it  will  be  our 
duty  and  interest  to  cherish. 

Our  relations  with  Russia  are  of  the  most  stable 
character.  Respect  for  that  Emjnre,  and  confi- 
dence in  Its  friendship  towards  the  United  States, 
have  been  so  long  entertained  on  our  part,  and  ao 
carefully  cherished  by  the  present  Emperor  and  his 
illustrious  predecessor,  as  to  have  became  incorpo- 
rated with  the  public  sentiment  of  tbe  United  States. 
No  means  will  be  left  unemployed  on  my  part  to 
promote  these  salutary  feelings,  and  those  im- 
provements of  which  the  commercial 'Intercourse 
between  the  two  countries. is  susceptible,  and  which 
have  derived  increased  importance  from  our  treaty 
with  the  Sublime  Porte. 

T  sincerely  regret  to  inform  you  that  our  Hinla- 
ter  lately  commisuoned  to  that  Oourt,  on  whose 
distinguished  talents  and  great  experience  in  pub- 
lic affsjrs  I  place  great  reliance,  has  been  compelled, 
by  extreme  indisposition,  to  exercise  a  privilege, 
which,  in  consideration  of  the  extent  to  which  his 
constitution  has  been  Impaired  in  the  public  ser- 
vice, was  committed  to  his  discretion — of  leaving 
temporarily  ills  post  for  tbe  advantage  of  a  more 
genial  climate. 

I(^  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  hU 
health  should  be  such  as  to  justify  him  In  doing  so, 
he  will  repair  to  St.  Peterebnrg,  and  resume  the 
discharge  of  Ills  official  duUes.  I  have  received 
the  most  satisfactory  assurance  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  public  interests  in  that  quarter  will  be 

Preserved  from  prejudice,  by  the  intcreourse  which 
e  will  continue,  through  the  Secretary  at  Ijegation, 
with  the  Russian  cabinet. 

You  are  apprised,  although  the  fact  has  not  yet 
been  officially  announced  to  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  a  treaty  was,  in  tbe  month  of 
Uareh  Isst,  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  Denmark,  by  which  tGSO.OOO  are  secured  to 
our  citizens  as  an  indemnity  for  spoliations  upon 
their  commerce  in  the  years  1808,  1S08,  1810,  and 
I8I1.  This  treaty  was  sanctioned  by  the  Senate  at 
the  close  of  Its  last  session,  and  it  now  becomes 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  the  necessary  Uws  for 
the  orgoniution  of  the  Booed  of  Commissonera  to 
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distribute  tbs  iDdemnitj  amongst  the  cUinunts.  It 
a  &□  agTMKble  circumstiuice  of  tliii  wijiutmeDt, 
tbal  its  Urmi  are  in  confonnity  with  tlie  prerioml? 
BKertained  Tiewi  of  th«  cUinunU  themielTei; 
thus  removing  all  pretenu  for  a  Aitun  agiCatlon  of 
the  auttject  Id  anj  form. 

The  mgotlatlona  in  regard  to  mxk  poiod  in  our 
foreign  relaiioni  u  remained  to  be  adjusted,  have 
been  actirelj  prosecated  daring  the  receaa.  Ma- 
terial adTancea  hsTO  been  made,  which  are  of  a 
character  to  promiM  favonble  reaulli.  Our  coun- 
try, by  the  blea^g  of  God,  i»  not  in  a  ailuaUou  to 
Inrite  aggiCMion;  and  It  will  be  our  f&ult  if  she 
ever  becomes  so.  Bincerelj  deriroui  to  cultlTale 
the  moat  hberal  and  friendly  relations  with  all; 
ever  ready  to  fulBl  our  eneagementi  mth  icnipM- 
loua  fidelity ;  limiting  our  demands  upon  OLhsrs  to 
mere  justice;  holdti^  ounelves  erer  ready  to  do 
unto  them  as  we  would  wish  to  be  done  by,  and 
avoiding  even  the  appearance  of  nndue  perUality 
to  any  nation,  it  appears  to  me  impossible  that  a 
aimple  and  sincere  application  of  our  principles  to 
our  foreign  relation!  can  fkil  to  place  them  ulti- 
mately upon  the  footing  on  which  it  la  our  wiah 
they  should  teat. 

Of  the  Hdnta  referred  to,  tbe  moat  prominent 
are,  our  daima  upon  France  (br  apollationa  upon 
our  commerce ;  similar  claims  upoti  Spun,  toge- 
ther with  embarrasnnenta  In  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries,  which  ought  to 
be  Kmoved ;  the  conclonon  of  tbe  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  Davigation  with  Heilco,  which  has  been 
■o  lone  in  anspenw,  as.  well  as  the  final  Bettlement 
of  limits  between  ourselves  and  that  republic;  and, 
floally,  the  arbitrament  of  the  question  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the 
northeastern  boundary. 

The  negotiation  with  France  has  been  conducted 
by  our  Uinister  with  seal  and  ablUty,  and  in  all 
respects  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Although  the 
prospect  of  a  favorable  termination  was  occasion- 
ally dimmed  by  counter  pretemdonn,  to  which  the 
UiUted  Stales  could  not  assent,  he  yet  had  strong 
hope*  of  being  able  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  set- 
tlement with  the  late  Government.  The  neeotia- 
tion  has  been  renewed  with  the  present  autbonties ; 
and,  sensible  of  the  general  and  lively  confidence 
of  our  dtlzens  in  the  Justice  and  magnanimity  of 
regenerated  France,  1  regret  the  more  not  to  have 
It  in  my  power,  yet,  to  announce  tbe  result  so  con- 
fidently anticipated.  Xo  ground,  however,  incon- 
sistent with  this  expectation,  has  been  taken ;  and 
I  do  not  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  justice  will 
soon  be  done  to  us.  The  smoont  of  the  claims, 
the  length  of  time  they  have  remained  unsatisfled, 
and  their  incontrovertible  justice,  make  an  earnest 
prosecution  of  them  by  this  Oovemment  an  nmnt 
duty.  The  iUegalitv  of  the  sdaurea  and  coafisea- 
tiouB  out  of  which  they  have  arisen  Is  not  disputed ; 
and  whatever  dislioctions  may  bare  heretofore 
been  set  up  in  re^rd  to  the  liability  of  the  exist- 
ing Government,  it  is  quite  clear  thU  snch  conrid- 
eratlons  cannot  now  be  interposed. 

Tbe  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries  is  susceptible  of  highly  advantageous 
improvements ;  but  the  sense  of  this  injury  has 
bad,  Bod  must  continue  to  have,  a  very  unfavorable 
infiuence  upon  them.  From  its  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment, not  only  a  firm  and  cordial  frieudsbip,  but  a 
progressive  development  of  alt  their  relations,  may 
be  expected.    It  is,  thetefore,   my  earnest  hope 
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that  this  old  and  vexations  sntject  of  d 
may  be  speedUy  removed. 

I  feel  that  my  confidence  ta  oar  appeal  to  tbe 
motives  which  should  govern  a  Just  and  magnani- 
mous nation,  hi  alike  warranted  by  the  character  of 
the  French  people,  and  by  the  lilgh  voucher  we 
possess  for  the  enlarged  views  and  pure  integritj 
of  the  monarch  who  now  presides  over  thdr  conn- 
cils ;  and  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  peit  to 
meet  any  manifestation  of  the  spirit  we  anticipate 
in  one  of  corresponding  frvikiieas  and  Bbetalliy. 

The  subjects  of  diSbreoce  with  Bpain  have  been 
brought  to  the  view  of  that  Government,  by  onr 
Uinialer  there,  with  much  force  and  propriety ;  and 
the  strongest  assarance«  hare  bem  received  of 
their  early  and  favorable  consideratioa. 

The  alepe  which  remained  to  place  the  matter  In 
controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  tbe  Cidted 
States  fairly  before  the  atbltralor,  hare  all  been 
taken  in  the  tame  liberal  and  friendly  s[urit  which 
cbaracteriiad  those  before  announced.  Becent 
events  have  doubtless  served  to  delay  the  dedaoa, 
but  our  Uinister  at  tbe  Court  of  the  disting^shed 
arbitrator  has  been  assured  that  it  win  be  made 
within  the  time  contemplated  by  the  treaty. 

I  am  particnlariy  gratified  In  being  able  to  state 
that  a  decidedly  favorable,  and,  as  I  hope,  lasting 
change  has  been  effected  in  our  relationi  with  the 
neigh"  -' '^"-  -"--•--      ™ •-  -  -  - 


tloD,  which  it  became  my  painful  duty  to  advert  to 
on  a  former  occasion,  have  been,  1  beliere,  entirety 
removed;  and  tbe  Government  of  Mexico  has  been 
made  to  understand  the  real  character  of  tbe 
wishes  and  views  of  this  in  regard  to  that  country. 
Tbe  consequence  is,  the  establishment  of  friendship 
and  mutual  confidence.  Such  are  the  assurances 
which  I  have  reoeived,  and  I  see  no  canse  to  doubt 
their  dncerity. 

I  had  reason  to  expect  the  eonclOBOn  of  a  com- 
meraial  treaty  witii  Mexico  in  season  for  commnni- 
eatioq  on  the  present  occasion,  (^rcnmstancea 
which  are  not  eiidained,  bat  which,  I  am  per- 
suaded, are  not  tbe  result  of  an  indisposition  on 
her  part  to  enter  Into  it,  tiave  produced  the  delay. 

There  was  reason  to  fear,  In  the  coarse  of  the 
last  summer,  that  the  hinnony  of  our  relation* 
might  b«  diMurbed  by  tbe  acts  of  certain  claimants, 
nnder  Mexican  grants,  of  territory  wliicb  bas  hither- 
to Iwen  under  onr  jurisdiction.  The  cfKipeiatioD 
of  tbe  representative  of  Mexico  near  this  Govern- 
ment was  asked  on  the  occasion,  and  wsa  readilj 
aflbrded,  Instmctlous  and  advice  bare  been  givert 
to  the  GoTemar  of  Arkansas  and  the  officers  in 
command  in  the  adjoining  Mexican  State,  by  which, 
ft  is  hoped,  the  quiet  of  that  frontier  irill  be  pre- 
served, onlil  a  final  aettienent  of  tbe  dividing  Sne 
ahall  liave  removed  all  ground  of  controversy. 

The  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  ti«aty  con- 
cluded last  year  with  Austria  has  not  yet  taken 
place.  The  deUy  has  been  occasioned  by  the  non- 
arrival  of  the  ratification  of  that  Government  with- 
in tbe  time  prescribed  by  the  treaty.  Renewed 
authority  has  been  asked  for  by  the  represcDtative 
of  Austria;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  rapidly  in- 
creasing trade  and  navigation  iKtween  the  two 
countries  hsve  been  placed  upon  the  most  liberal 
footing  of  our  navigation  acts. 

Several  alleged  depredations  have  been  receotlj 
committed  on  our  commerce  by  tbe  national  ves- 
sels of  PorlugaL    Tbey  liave  been  made  the  subject 
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of  immedute  remoiutmice  md  raolamaUon.  I  am 
not  jet  ponened  of  BoiBcieat  infomtailoa  to  ei- 
prtm  *  deBnitiTs  t^nioa  of  tbeir  character,  but 
eipecl  aooii  to  reeeivo  It.  No  proper  meana  ehall 
bt  ODiitled  to  obtain  for  our  dtiieiia  all  lbs  redreaa 
to  rhkh  thej  may  appear  to  be  entitled. 

Almoat  at  the  momeDt  of  tha  adjournment  of 
TOOT  lilt  aesmon,  two  bills,  the  one  entitled  "  i4i 
ict  Cor  makiag  appropriatiooa  for  building  liRht- 
hDiuM,  ItghtbMts,  beacons,  and  monument^  plac- 
ing buoys,  and  for  improTing  harbora  and  diiecting 
BurrejB,*  and  the  ottier,  "An  act  to  anlhorize  b 
Dibeciiption  for  itock  ia  the  LonisTille  and  Fort- 
land  Caul  Companj,"  were  aabmitted  for  my  ap- 
proraL  It  was  not  possible,  vithin  the  time  al- 
lowed me,  before  the  close  of  tbe  seuion,  to  gife  ' 
these  bills  tl>e  cooaideraLioD  which  was  due  to  their 
character  and  importance ;  and  I  vas  compelled  to 
celain  them  for  that  purpose.  I  QOir  avail  myself 
of  this  early  opporlunity  to  return  them  to  the 
Houses  in  which  they  rsspectlTely  originated,  with 
the  reasons  which,  after  mature  deliberatiOD,  com- 
pel me  to  vithhold  my  ipprovaL 

The  practice  of  defraying  out  of  the  Treasory  of 
tbe  ITnited  States  the  eipenses  ioGurred  by  the  es- 
lablialmient  and  support  of  lighthoosea,  beacons, 
boDfi,  and  public  piertt,  withio  the  bayg,  inlets, 
hubora,  and  port«  of  the  Ooitad  St»tes,  to  render 
the  Ditigitiim  thereof  safe  snd  easy,  is  coeral  with 
the  adoption  of  the  Coastitutiou,  and  has  been  con- 
^Ded  without  interruption  or  diaputc. 

At  our  foreign  commerce  increased,  and  was  ex- 
tended into  the  interior  of  the  covotry  by  the  es- 
Ubtithment  of  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  upon  our 
DiTigtble  rivers,  the  sphere  of  those  Expenditures 
KCMTed  a  corresponding  enlargement.  Light- 
boiisc],  beacone,  buoys,  public  piera,  and  the  re- 
monl  of  sand  bars,  sawyers,  and  other  partial  or 
lenporary  impediments  in  the  navigable  rivers  and 
liubors  which  were  embraced  in  the  revenue  dia- 
trictefrom  time  to  time  estaUiihed  by  Uw,  were 
iitboriied  upon  the  »»ni6  principle,  and  tbe  ex- 
pense defrayed  in  the  same  manner.  That  tliese 
ripenies  have  At  timea  been  extravagant  and  dls- 
praportionate,  is  very  probable.  The  circum- 
•uiixt  under  which  thej  fu«  incurred,  are  well 
ulcnlited  to  lead  to  such  a  reeult,  unless  their  ap- 
^icatioD  is  subjected  U>  the  closest  scrutiny.  The 
local  advantages  arising  from  the  disbursement  of 
poblic  money  too  frequently,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in- 
tile  qipropriationa  for  objects  of  this  character 
ibu  are  neither  aeceeury  doc  useful.  The  number 
of  E^thouae  keepers  is  slready  very  lar^,  and  tlie 
^  before  me  proposes  to  add  to  it  fifty-one  more, 
of  Tirious  descriptions.  Prom  representations  upon 
tile  subject,  which  are  naderstood  to  be  entitled  to 
ntpect,  I  am  indaced  to  believe  that  there  has  not 
only  bMQ  great  improvidence  iu  the  past  expendi- 
'■nea  of  the  Government  upon  these  objecU,  but 
ilist  the  security  of  navigation  has,  in  some  in- 
ruucea,  been  diminiabed  by  tbe  multiplica^on  of 
^thouaes,  and  consequent  change  of  lights,  upon 
tlw  COOL  It  is  in  this,  as  in  other  respects,  our 
toy  to  avoid  all  unneccasary  eitpanse,  as  well  as 
t'trj  increase  of  patronage  not  called  for  by  the 
poMie  service.  But,  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty 
a  this  particnlar,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  in 
flalion  to  our  foreign  commerce,  the  burden  and 
iMefit  of  protecting  and  accommodating  it  neces- 
"rilT  go  together,  and  must  do  so  as  long  as  the 
pebfie  revenue  is  drawn  from  the  people  through 
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the  custom  house.  It  fa  indisputable,  that  what- 
ever gives  bdlity  and  security  to  navigation,  cheap- 
ens imports;  and  all  who  eonsame  them  are  alike 
Interested  in  whatever  produces  this  effect.  If  they 
consume,  they  ought,  as  tbey  now  do,  to  pay; 
otherwise,  they  do  not  pay.  The  consumer  in  the 
most  inlsnd  State  derives  tbe  same  advantage  from 
every  neceasary  and  prudent  expenditure  for  the 
facility  and  security  of  our  foreign  commerce  and 
navigation,  that  be  does  who  resides  in  a  maritime 
State.  Local  expenditores  have  not,  of  themselvea, 
a  correspondent  operation. 

From  a  bill  making  lUrtcl  sppropriBtioDl  for  such 
ol^ecla,  I  should  not  have  withheld  my  assent. 
The  one  now  retumed  does  so  in  several  particu- 
lars, bat  it  also  contains  appropriations  for  surveys 
of  a  local  character,  which  I  cannot  approve.  It 
gives  me  satisfactian  to  find  that  no  serious  incon- 
venience has  arisen  frotn  withholding  my  approval 
from  tiiis  bill ;  nor  will  it,  I  trust,  be  cause  of  regret 
that  an  opportunity  will  be  thereby  afforded  for 
Congress  to  review  its  provisions  under  oircum- 
stances  better  calculated  for  full  Investigation  than 
those  under  which  it  was  passed. 

In  apeaking  of  direct  appropriations,  I  mean  not 
to  include  a  practice  which  has  obtained  to  some 
extent,  and  to  which  I  have,  in  one  instancs,  in  a 
different  capacity,  given  my  assent — that  of  sub- 
scribing to  the  stock  of  private  associalioos.  Fod- 
tive  experience,  and  a  more  thorough  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  have  convinced  me  of  the  im- 
propriety as  well  as  Inexpediency  of  such  invest- 
ments. All  improvements  effected  by  the  funds  of 
the  nation,  for  general  use,  should  be  open  to  the 
enjoyment  of  ill  our  fellow-citiien^  exempt  from 
tbe  payment  of  tolls,  or  any  impoaition  of  that 
character.  Tbe  practice  of  thus  mingling  the  OOU- 
cems  of  tbe  Government  with  those  of  the  States 
or  of  individuals,  is  inconsistent  with  tbe  object  of 
its  institution,  and  highly  impolitic.  Tbe  Buccesaful 
operation  of  tbe  federal  system  con  only  be  pre- 
served by  couSning  it  to  the  few  and  limple,  bat 
yet  important  objects  for  which  it  was  deaigned. 

A  different  practice,  if  allowed  to  proeress,  would 
ultimately  change  the  character  of  this  Govern- 
ment, by  consoUdaUng  into  one  the  General  and 
State  Governments,  which  were  intended  to  be 
kept  forever  ^Unct.  I  cannot  perceive  how  bills 
authoriung  such  subacriptians  can  be  otherwise 
regarded  than  as  bills  for  revenue,  and  consequent- 
ly subject  to  tbe  rule  in  that  respect  prescribed  by 
the  ooastitution.  If  the  iuteresl  of  the  Govem- 
medt  in  private  companies  ia  subordinate  to  that  of 
individuals,  tbe  management  and  control  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  funds  is  delegated  to  an  authority 
unknown  to  the  constitution,  and  beyond  the  super- 
vision of  our  GOnslituents ;  if  superior,  its  officers 
and  agents  will  be  constantly  exposed  to  imputa- 
tions of  favoritism  and  oppression.  Direct  preju- 
dice to  the  pubho  intereB^  or  an  alienation  of  the 
affections  and  respect  of  portions  of  the  people, 
may,  therefore,  in  addition  to  the  general  discreet 
resulting  to  the  Government  from  embarking  whh 
ila  constituents  in  pecuniary  speculations,  be  looked 
for  as  the  probable  fruit  of  such  associations.  It  is 
no  answer  to  this  objection  to  say  that  the  extant 
of  consequences  like  these  cannot  be  great  from  a 
limited  and  small  number  of  investments  ;  because 
experience  in  other  matters  teaches  us,  and  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  disregard  its  admnniiinni,  that^ 
nnleia  an  enUre  stop  be  put  to  them,  it  wil^oou 
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be  fmpOMible  to  prevent  tbeir  kccumuktion,  iiDtU 
the;  are  spread  over  the  wbote  countrj,  ud  mtde 
to  embrace  idbdt  of  the  privaCe  and  appropriate 
coDceriu  of  indinduala. 

The  power  which  ths  Geoeral  Government  would 
acquire  within  the  several  States  by  becoming  the 
principal  stockholder  in  corporadons,  controlling 
every  canal  and  each  mitf  or  hundred  miles  of 
ever;  important  road,  and  pvlng  a  proportionate 
vote  in  all  their  electionl,  is  almost  inconceirable, 
and,  in  m;  vieir,  dangeroua  to  the  liberties  of  Che 

This  mode  of  aiding  such  works  is,  also,  in  Its 
nature,  deceptive,  aod  in  many  cues  cooducive  to 
improvidence  in  the  administration  of  the  national 
fonds.  Appropriations  will  be  obtained  with  much 
greater  facility,  and  granted  with  less  security  to 
tbe  public  Interest,  when  the  measure  is  llius  dis- 
guised, than  when  deGnile  and  direct  eipenditnrea 
of  money  are  asked  for.  The  interests  of  the  na- 
tion would  doubtless  be  better  served  by  aToidlng 
all  such  indirect  modes  of  aiding  particular  objects. 
In  a  Government  like  ours,  more  especially,  sbonld 
all  public  acts  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  simple,  and 
nndugulsed,  and  intelligible,  that  they  may  become 
flt  subjects  Tor  the  apprabaCion  or  animadvereiOD 
of  the  people.  Tbe  bill  aathoriiing  a  eubscripUou 
to  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Caoal  i^orde  a 
Striking  illostratioD  of  tbe  difficulty  of  withholding 
additional  appropriatioos  for  the  same  object,  when 
tbe  first  erroneous  step  has  been  taken  by  institut- 
ing a  partnership  between  the  Goremmeut  and 
private  companies.  It  proposes  a  third  mbscrip- 
lion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  when  each 
preceding  onejras  at  the  timo  regarded  as  the  ex- 
tent of  the  aii^hich  Government  was  to  render  to 
that  work ;  and  the  accompanying  bill  for  li^t- 
housee,  lie,  contdns  an  appropriation  for  a  survey 
of  tbe  bed  of  the  river,  with  a  view  to  its  improve- 
ment, by  removing  the  obstrnction  which  the  canal 
is  deiugned  to  avoid.  Tbis  improvement,  if  suc- 
cessful, would  afford  a  free  passage  to  the  river, 
and  render  the  canal  entirely  useless.  To  such  im- 
providence  Is  the  course  of  legi^tion  sutyect,  in 
relation  to  internal  Improvements  on  local  matters, 
even  with  the  best  Intentions  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress. 

Although  the  motives  which  have  inSuenced  nje 
la  this  matter  may  be  already  sufflcientiy  stated, 
I  am,  nevertheless,  induced  by  its  importance,  to 
add  a  few  observations  of  a  general  character. 

In  my  olyections  to  the  bills  authorizing  siib- 
Mriptions  to  the  Uaysville  and  Rockvillo  Road 
Companies,  I  expressed  my  views  fully  in  regard  to 
the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads  and 
canals  within  a  State,  or  to  appropriate  money  for 
Improvements  of  a  local  character.  I,  at  the  same 
time,  intimated  my  belief  that  the  right  to  make 
appropriations  for  such  a«  were  of  a  national  char- 


emments,  and  the  oonatitneats  of  each,  as  to  jus- 
tify its  exercise  on  tbe  ground  of  continued  and 
unintemipted  usage ;  but  that  it  was,  nevertheless, 
highly  eipedient  that  appropriations,  even  of  that 
character,  should,  with  tbe  eiception  made  at  tbe 
time,  be  Referred  until  the  national  debt  is  paid, 
and  that,  in  the  meanwhile,  some  general  rule  tor 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  that  respect  ought 
to  be  established. 
These  suggestions  were  not  necesaory  to  the  de- 


.  1  of  the  question  then  before  me;  and  were,! 
Kadily  admit,  intended  to  awaken  Ute  attentim, 
and  draw  forth  the  0[Nnioa8  and  observatioiii  of 
our  constituents  upon  a  aubject  of  Che  highest  Im- 
portance to  their  interests,  and  <Hie  desCiccd  to 

--'  a  powerful  iofiueoce  upon  the  future  open- 
of  our  political  system.  1  know  of  no  Cribn- 
)  vhich  a  public  man  in  this  country,  in  a  can 
of  doubt  and  difflculty,  can  appeal  with  greater  ad- 
vantage or  more  propriety,  than  the  judgment  of 
the  people ;  and  altiiough  I  muat  neoemarily;  Id 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  begoversed  bj 
*'~e  dictates  of  my  own  judgment,  I  have  CO  deats 

conceal  my  anitous  wish  to  conform,  as  far  il  I 
u,  to  the  views  of  those  for  whom  I  act. 

All  irrcgnlar  espressions  of  public  ojNulon  ars  of 
□ecessiCy  aCtended  with  some  doubt  as  to  Ibut  ac- 
curacy ;  but,  making  full  allowances  on  thai  so- 
count,  I  cannot,  I  think,  deceive  myself  in  bsUenij 
that  the  a«[s  referred  to,  as  well  as  the  mggestlon] 
which  1  allowed  myself  to  make  in  relation  to  tlKir 
bearing  upon  the  future  operations  of  the  Goven- 
ment,  have  been  approved  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people.  That  those  whose  immediate  ftca- 
Diary  interests  are  to  be  affected  by  proposed  u- 
pendicures  should  shrink  from  the  application  of  > 
rule  which  prefers  lleir  more  geoeral  and  remote 
interests  to  those  which  are  personal  and  imm^ 
diate,  is  (o  be  expected.  But  even  such  obJuctJODl 
must,  from  the  nature  of  our  population,  be  but 
temporary  in  their  duration ;  and  if  ic  were  other- 
wise, our  course  should  be  the  same,  for  the  tim« 
la  yet,  I  hope, -Jar  distant,  when  those  intmiied 
with  power  to  be  exercised  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  will  consider  It  either  honest  or  wise  lo  pur- 
chase local  favor  at  the  sacrifice  of  principle  ssd 
the  general  good. 

So  uoderstanding  public  sentiment,  and  thoi«ugl>- 
ly  satisfied  that  Che  best  interests  of  our  common 
country  imperiously  require  that  the  course  which 
J  have  recommended  in  this  regard  should  be  idopl- 
ed,  I  have,  upon  the  most  mature  considenltoii, 
determined  to  pursue  it. 

IC  is  due  to  candor,  as  well  as  to  my  own  feel- 
ings, that  I  should  express  the  reluctance  and  lU- 
lely  which  I  must  at  all  times  eiperience  In  eier- 
cislng  the  undoubted  right  of  Uie  Executive  to 
withhold  his  assent  from  bills  on  other  ^cdi 
than  their  unconstitutionality.  That  this  right 
should  not  be  exerciaed  on  sli^^t  occasions,  aD  will 
admit.  It  is  only  in  matters  ^  deep  mlerest,  when 
the  principle  involved  may  be  justly  regcided  ss 
next  in  importance  to  infractions  of  the  cosstita- 
tion  itself;  that  such  a  step  can  be  eipecud  10  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  people.  Such  an  occi- 
sion  do  I  conscientiously  believe  tbe  preseut  to  b«- 
In  the  discharge  of  tbis  delicate  and  nighly  respon- 
sible duty,  I  am  sustained  by  the  reflcotion  that  the 
exercise  of  this  power  has  been  deemed  coa^Uteat 
with  the  obligation  of  official  duty  by  several  of  mj 
predecessors;  and  by  the  pennasioB,  too,  thit 
whatever  liberal  institutions  may  have  to  ^'^'^f^ 
the  encroachments  of  Eiecudve  power,  which  o" 
bton  everywhere  the  cause  of  so  much  slrife  Bui 
bloody  contention,  but  little  danger  is  10  be  "PPf^' 
hended  from  a  precedent  by  which  that  aulhonlj 
denies  to  itself  Che  eiergiaa  of  powers  ih»i  un"S 
in  their  train  influence  and  patronage  of  great  ei- 
tent ;  and  thus  excludes  the  operation  of  periou" 
interests,  everywhere  the  bane  of  offlcisl  iruai.  ' 
derive,  too,  no  amall  degree  of  satisbction  from  CDe 


.yGoogle 


isaa] 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


[Sra 


rdection,  that,  if  I  luTe  miMaken  the  iatereiti 
ind  wUbea  of  the  people,  the  cooatitution  aSbrdi 
tbc  Dxvii  of  BOOD  redreniDg  the  error,  by  lelecC- 
isg  for  the  pUce  their  favor  has  bellowed  upon  me 
I  ciliiea  wbow  opnioiu  may  accord  with  their 
mtiL  I  tnut,  in  the  mean  ^e,  tha  iataresta  of 
the  nation  wUl  be  aaved  from  prejudice,  b;  a  rigid 
ippficitioQ  of  that  portion  of  the  public  fimda 
irliicli  might  otherwiae  be  applied  to  diSereot  ob- 
JKla — lo  that  higheit  of  all  our  obligations,  the  pay- 
mtnl  of  the  public  debt,  and  an  opportuoit;  ba 
dbrded  far  the  adoption  of  Bome  tietler  rale  for 
ttie  operatiMiJ  of  the  OOTemment  in  this  matter 
than  any  which  haa  hitherto  been  acted  upcn. 

Profoundlj  impreased  with  the  imporlaace  of 
the  lulgect,  not  merely  aa  it  relates  to  tha  general 
prosperity  of  the  country,  but  to  the  safety  of  the 
f«uenl  system,  I  cannot  avoid  repeating  my  ear- 
nest hope  that  all  good  citizens,  who  take  a  proper 
tnlerett  in  the  anccess  and  harmony  of  our  admi- 
rable political  instilutions ;  and  who  are  iocspable 
of  desiring  to  convert  an  opposite  state  of  thiugs 
iato  meana  for  the  gr^Eca^oii  of  personal  ambi- 
liaii — will,  tsjiDg  aside  uiicor  connderatioos,  and 
discarding  loc^  prejudices,  unite  their  honest  ei- 
tttom  to  establish  some  fixed  general  principle, 
■Uch  than  be  nlculaled  to  effect  tbe  greatest  ex- 
tent el  pnbUegoodinregard  to  the  subject  of  Inter- 
Bal  improrement,  and  affiird  the  least  ground  for 
■KtiMBl  diacontent. 

Tbe  general  ground  of  my  objection  to  local  ap- 
proprialioiis  has  been  heretofore  expressed ;  and  I 
■ball  eadesroi  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  what  has 
twen  already  ni^d — the  importance  of  anitaining 
tk  Stale  covereignties,  as  tar  as  is  con;  istent  with 
ibe  rightfdl  action  of  the  Federal  Qovemnient,  and 
of  preserring  the  greatsat  attaldlble  harmony  be- 
Inen  them.  I  will  now  only  add  an  eipression  of 
my  conviction — a  conviction  which  every  day's 
(ipcrieneti  aerrea  to  confirm — that  the  political 
need  which  inculcates  the  pursuit  of  those  great 
olijectB  aa  a  paramount  dnty  ia  the  true  lajlh,  and 
me  (•  which  we  are  mainly  Indebted  for  the  prea- 
eat  luccesa  of  the  enUre  system,  and  to  which  we 
out  alone  look  for  its  future  (tabillty. 

That  there  are  divern^es  in  tiie  interests  of  the 
difffrent  States  which  compose  this  extensive  con- 
federacy, must  be  adiuitted.  Those  diversities, 
vmpg  from  nCnation,  climate,  population,  aud 
pnnaits,  are  doubtless,  >a  it  is  natural  they  should 
be,  greatly  exaggerated  by  jealouuea,  and  that 
ipril  of  rivalry  M>  inseparable  from  neighboring 
toqunnnitiei.  These  circnmstancea  make  it  the 
duly  of  tfaoae  who  are  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
SKat  of  Us  alblra  to  neutralize  their  effects  as  far 
upndkiable,  ^  making  the  beneficial  operatii 
of  the  Federal  Government  as  equal  and  equitab 
uDong  the  several  States  as  can  be  done  con- 
^Jtently  with  the  great  ends  of  its  institution. 

It  It  only  necenary  to  refer  to  undoubted  &cU, 
<o  lee  how  far  the  past  acts  of  the  Gcemment 
ntWD  the  subject  under  conuderstion  have  fiiUen 
'tort  of  this  object.  The  expendilurea  heretofore 
■""le  lor  internal  improvements  amount  to  upwards 
of  fire  millious  of  dollars,  and  have  been  distrib- 
iited  la  very  unequal  proportions  amongst  the 
Slates.  The  estimated  expense  of  works  of  which 
•nrreya  have  been  made,  together  with  that  of 
nhcra  projected  and  partially  snrveyed,  amount  to 
more  than  niuety-aii  millions  of  dollars. 
Tbal  (oeh  improvemeDts,  on  account  of  particu- 


lar clrcumstsnces,  may  be  more  advantageoosly 
and  beneficially  made  iu  some  States  than  in  others, 
is  doubtless  true  ;  but  that  they  are  of  a  character 
which  should  prevent  an  equitable  diatribuiiou  of 
tbe  funds  amongst  the  several  States,  is  not  to  l>e 
conceded.  The  want  of  this  equitable  distribution 
cannot  fail  to  prove  a  prolific  sounw  of  irritation 
amongst  the  States. 

We  liave  it  constantly  before  oar  eyes,  that  pro- 
fessions of  superior  seal  in  the  cause  of  internal 
improvement,  and  a  dispoHtion  to  lavish  the  publio 
fiinds  upon  objects  of  that  chatKcter,  are  daily  and 


people.  Would  it  be  strange,  under  such  cbrcum- 
stances,  and  in  times  of  great  excitement,  that 
grants  of  this  description  should  find  their  motives 
in  objects  which  may  not  accord  with  the  publio 
goodr  Those  who  have  not  had  occa^on  to  see 
and  regret  the  indication  of  a  sinister  inSuence  in 
these  matters  in  past  times,  have  been  more  for- 
tunate than  myself  in  their  observation  of  tha 
courae  of  public  aRkira.  If  to  these  evils  be  added 
the  combinations  and  angry  contentions  to  which 
such  a  course  of  things  gives  rise,  with  their  bale- 
ful influences  upon  the  legislation  of  Congress 
touching  the  leading  and  appropriate  duties  of  the 
Federal  Government,  it  was  but  doingjuslicetotbe 
character  of  our  people  to  expect  the  severe  coit- 
demnation  of  the  past  which  the  recent  exhibition 
of  publio  seutiment  liag  evinced. 

Nothing  short  of  a  radical  change  in  the  action 
of  the  Government  upon  tha  subject,  can,  in  my 
opinion,  remedy  the  eviL  I^  as  it  would  be  natural 
to  expect,  the  States  which  have  been  least  favors 
ed  in  past  appropriations  should  insist  on  being 
redressed  in  those  hereafter  to  be  made,  at  the 
expense  of  the  States  which  have  so  largely  and 
disproportionately  participated,  we  have,  as  matters 
now  stand,  but  little  security  that  the  attempt  would 
do  more  than  change  the  inequality  &om  one  quar- 

Thus  viewing  the  subject,  I  have  heretofore  felt 
it  my  duty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  some 
plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  aurplua  funds  which 
may  at  any  time  remain  in  the  Treasury  alter  the 
national  debt  shall  have  been  paid,  among  tbe 
States,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, to  be  applied  by  them  to  oliijects  of 
internal  improvenient. 

Although  this  phui  has  met  with  favor  In  some 
portions  of  the  Union,  it  has  also  elicited  objections 
which  merit  deliberate  condderation.  A.  brief 
notice  of  these  objections  here  will  not,  therefore,  I 
trust,  be  regarded  as  out  of  place. 

They  Teat,aa  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge, OD  tbe  fbUowing  gronodt :  1st,  an  objection 
to  the  ratio  of  lUstnbution;  2d,  an  apprehenuon 
that  the  existence  of  such  a  regiUatlon  would  pro- 
duce improvident  and  oppressive  taxation  to  raise 
tbe  Fiinds  for  distribution ;  Sd,  that  the  mode  pro- 
posed would  lead  to  the  coustructioQ  of  works  of  a 
local  nature,  to  the  exclusion  of  such  as  are  general, 
and  aa  would  consequently  be  of  a  more  useful 
character;  and,  last,  that  it  would  create  a  dis- 
creditable and  injurious  dependence,  on  the  part  of 
the  Stat«  Governments,  upon  the  federal  power. 
Of  those  who  object  to  tbe  ratio  of  representation 
as  the  basis  of  distribution,  some  insist  that  the  im- 
portations of  the  respective  Stales  would  const!  lute 
one  that  would  be  more  equitable;  aod^theia, 
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kgain,  tiut  the  extent  of  tbair  respectiTe  tenitoneB 
would  fnrnub  a  atandard  which  would  ba  more  ex- 
pedient, «iid  ■uSdeoIlT  equitable.    The  nilo  of 

represeatation  presented  iUelf  (o  mj  loind,  uid  il  lUU 
does,  u  one  of  obvious  eqaitj,  becaiue  of  ita  being 
the  ratio  of  contribution,  whether  the  funds  to  be  dis- 
tributed be  derived  from  the  cuitoma  or  from  direct 
taxation.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  iU 
adoptioD  is  indispensable  to  the  establishment  of 
the  ijitem  propMed.  There  may  be  coumderationt 
appertaining  to  the  subject  niiich  would  render  a 
departure,  to  some  extent,  from  the  rule  of  contri- 
bulioD,  proper.  Nor  is  it  absolulelj  neceasar;  that 
the  basis  of  distribution  be  confined  to  one  ground. 
It  tnaf,  if,  io  the  judgment  of  thoee  whose  right  it 
fs  to  fix  it,  it  be  (teemed  politic  and  just  to  giro  it 
that  character,  have  regard  to  several. 

In  mj  Srst  message,  I  stated  it  to  bs  my  opinion 
that  "  it  is  not  probable  that  an;  adjustment  of  the 
tariff  upon  principles  saUsfactorj  to  the  people  of 
the  Union,  will,  mitil  a  remote  period,  if  ever,  leave 
the  Government  without  ■  considerable  sorpliis  in 
the  Treasury  beyond  what  may  be  reqiured  for  its 
cuneot  senice."  I  have  had  no  cause  to  change  that 
opdnlon,  but  moch  to  confirm  iL  Should  these  ex- 
peclAIions  be  realiaed,  a  suitable  fimd  would  thus  be 
produced  for  the  plau  under  consideration  to 
operate  upon ;  and  if  there  be  no  such  fund,  its 
adoption  will,  in  my  o[»nion,  work  no  injury  toany 
interest ;  for  I  cannot  assent  to  the  justness  of  the 
apprehension  that  tJie  establisbmeot  of  the  proposed 
system  would  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  improv- 
ident legislation  of  the  character  supposed.  What- 
ever the  proper  authority,  in  tbe  eierolse  of  coosli- 
tutional  power,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  decide 
to  be  for  the  general  good,  will,  in  that  as  in  other 
respects,  deserve  and  reetive  the  acquiescence  and 
support  of  tbe  whole  country ;  and  we  have  ample 
security  that  every  abuse  of  power  in  that  regard, 
by  the  agents  of  the  people,  will  receire  a  speedy 
and  efiectual  corrective  at  their  hands.  The  views 
which  I  take  of  the  future,  founded  on  the  obvioos 
and  increaung  improvement  of  all  classes  of  our 
feUov-cilizena,  in  intelligence,  and  in  publlo  and 
private  virtue,  leave  me  without  much  apprehenuon 
on  that  head. 

I  do  not  donbt  that  those  who  come  after  us  will 
be  as  much  alive  as  we  are  to  the  obligation  upon 
oil  the  trustees  of  political  power  to  exempt  those 
for  whom  they  act  fVom  all  unnecessary  burdens ; 
and  as  sensible  of  the  great  truth,  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  beyond  those  required  for 
the  immediate  and  necessaiy  purposes  of  Oovem- 
ment,  can  nowhere  be  so  w^  deposited  at  In  the 
pockets  of  the  people. 

It  may  sometimes  happen  that  the  interests  of 
particular  States  would  not  be  deemed  to  coincide 
with  the  general  interest  in  relation  to  improve- 
ment within  such  States,  But,  if  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  (his  source  is  sulBcuent  to  re- 
quire it,  a  discretion  might  be  reserved  to  Congress 
to  direct,  to  each  improvements  of  a  general  char- 
acter as  the  States  concerned  might  not  be  dis- 
posed to  unite  in,  the  apphcation  of  the  quotas  of 
those  States,  under  the  restriction  of  confining  to 
each  State  tlie  expenditure  of  its  appropriate  quota. 
It  may,  however,  be  assnmed  as  a  safe  genera] 
rule,  that  such  impmvemeuts  as  serve  to  iocreaae 
tbe  pro^)erily  of  the  respective  States  in  which 
they  are  nude,  by  giving  new  &oilities  to  trade, 
|uid  thereby  angmenting  tbe  wealth  and  oomfbrt  of 
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the  sorest  mode  of 
iferring  permanent  and  substantial  advantages 
upon  the  whole.  The  strepgtb,  as  well  as  the  true 
glory,  of  tbe  confederacy,  is  mainly  founded  oa  the 
prosperity  and  power  of  the  several  independent 
sovereignties  of  whioh  it  la  composed,  and  Out  cer- 
Uiaty  with  which  they  can  be  brourht  iolu  Soo- 
cessful,  active  co-operation,  through  the  ageney  of 
the  Federal  Government. 

It  is,  moreorer,  within  the  knowledge  of  aneh  as 
are  at  all  conversant  with  public  affairs,  that 
schemes  of  Internal  improvement  have,  from  time 
to  time,  been  proposed,  which,  from  their  erteut 
and  seeming  tna^piificence,  were  r^^ed  aa  (rf 
national  concernment ;  but  which,  upon  fuUo'  con- 
uderation  and  further  experience,  would  now  be 
rqected  with  great  unanimity. 

That  the  plla  under  coosideratloo  would  derive 
important  advantages  from  its  certuoly;  and  that 
the  moneys  set  apart  for  these  purposes  wonld  be 
more  judiciously  applied  and  economically  expend- 
ed under  die  direcdon  of  tbe  State  Legislatures,  in 
which  every  part  of  each  State  is  immediately  rep- 
resented, cannot,  I  think,  be  doabted.  In  tbe  new 
States  particulariy,  where  a  comparatively  small 
population  is  scattered  Over  an  extenwve  stu&ce, 
and  tbe  representation  in  Congress  con«eqaent]y 
very  limited,  it  Is  natnrsl  to  expect  that  the  a^^tro- 
priations  made  by  the  Federal  Government  woidd 
be  more  likely  to  be  expended  in  the  vji^nity  of 
those  membere  tbroogh  whose  imnediata  agency 
they  were  obtained,  than  if  tbe  fWidawere  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  Legislature,  in  which  every 
county  of  tbe  State  has  its  own  representative. 
This  supposition  does  not  necessarily  Impngn  tbe 
motives  of  such  Congraasional  representaliTes,  nor 
is  it  so  Intended..  We  are  all  sensible  of  the  luas 
to  which  tbe  strongest  minds  and  purest  beaiia  are, 
under  such  drcumstanoea,  liable.  In  respect  to  the 
Isat  objection,  its  probable  effect  upon  the  dignhy 
and  independence  of  the  State  Ooremmenta,  it 
appeare  to  me  only  necessary  to  state  tbe  case  at 
it  is,  and  as  it  would  be  if  the  measure  proposed 
were  adopted,  to  show  that  the  operation  is  most 
likely  to  be  the  very  leverte  of  that  which  the  ob- 
jection supposei. 

In  the  one  case,  the  State  wonld  receive  its  quota 
of  the  national  revenue  for  domestic  nae,  upon  a 
fixed  principle,  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  from  a 
fbnd  to  the  creation  of  which  it  bad  itself  cmtrib- 
ulod  its  bit  proportion.  Sorely  there  oonld  be 
nothing  donatory  in  that.  As  matten  now  atand, 
the  States  themselves,  in  their  sovereign  cbancter, 
are  not  un&equently  petitioners  at  t£e  bar  of  die 
Federal  LegisLature  for  such  allowanoea  eut  of  tbe 
national  Treasury  aa  it  may  comport  with  tbdr 
pleasure  or  sense  of  duty  to  bestow  upon  them.  It 
cannot  require  argument  to  prove  which  of  the  two 
courses  Is  most  compatible  with  the  effldencj  or 
reapectalulity  of  the  State  Oovemmeiits.     . 

But  all  these  are  matters  for  discussion  and  dbh 
passionate  consideration.  That  the  dedred  ad- 
justment would  be  attended  with  difficulty,  affords 
no  reason  wby  It  should  not  be  attempted.  The 
effective  operation  of  such  motives  would  IiaTtt 
prevented  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  onder 
which  we  have  so  long  lived,  and  under  the  benign 
influence  of  which  our  beloved  country  has  eo  aig- 
Dally  prospered.  The  firamers  of  that  aacied  in- 
strument had  greater  difficolliea  to  overcome,  aiid 
they  did  overcome  tiiem.     The  patriotism  of  the 


.yGoogle 


1830.] 


DEBATES  OF  C0N6RES3. 


[SnuTc 


ftople,  Erected  bj  a  deep  coavicCioD  of  the  im- 
pMue  of  ttie  Dnion,  produced  mntuil  concenJan 
indiedpriMtllbrtteBraiice.  Strict  right  ww  merged 
m  a  •piiit  of  eomprotnise,  and  the  result  has  codm- 
enled  their  diaintereKed  dsTotlon  to  the  general 
n«L  Unkai  the  American  people  hare  degeoei^ 
tttd,  the  eame  TegnH  can  be  again  effected,  vbea- 
cter  exjMrieiice  polnta  oat  the  necesaitj  of  a  resort 
to  (he  game  meaoe  to  nphold  the  fabric  which  their 
fclbos  haia  reared.  It  ia  beyond  the  power  of 
■an  to  make  a  ajatem  of  govemment  like  oars,  or 
•ij  otiiet,  operate  with  precise  equallt;  upon  Stales 
Mated  like  those  which  compose  Ibis  coufeder- 
Uf;  nor  ia  inequalitj  always  injustice.  Ererj 
6lat«  cannot  expect  to  shape  the  measures  of  the 
Goiersl  Gorennncnt  to  suit  its  own  particular  in- 
tereati.  The  causes  which  prevent  it  are  seated  in 
the  nature  of  things,  and  cannot  be  entirely  couq- 
teraeted  by  bnman  means.  Mutual  forbearance, 
therelbre,  b«eo(nea  a  duty  obligatory  upon  all ;  and 
we  nuj,  I  un  confident,  count  on  a  cheerful  com- 
pliance with  this  high  injunction,  on  the  part  of  our 
GUnBtitoeDti.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  tbey 
wis  oiiject  to  make  such  eomparatirely  inconsider- 
able McrlBcea  for  the  pmerration  of  rights  and 
privileges,  which  other  let*  &TOTed  portions  of  the 
world  have  iu  rain  waded  throagh  seas  of  biood  to 

Oar  contw  is  a  mtt  one,  if  It  be  but  tutfifulty 
adhered  to.  Acquiescence  In  the  coustitutlonally 
exi^essed  will  of  the  majorit;,  and  the  exercise  of 
tliat  wili  in  a  spirit  of  mcKleration,  justice,  and 
brothvily  kindnesa,  will  constitute  a  cement  which 
would  forever  preserve  our  Union.  Those  who 
cherisb  and  incntcate  sentiments  like  these,  render 
•  DMift  eHential  service  to  their  country ;  whilst 
tbsae  who  seek  to  weaken  tlieir  influence,  are,  how- 
ewer  coDBci«Dtioas  and  praiseworthy  thsir  iaten- 
tigng,  in  effect  ita  worst  enemies. 

If  the  intelligence  and  influence  of  the  country, 
iBsletd  of  Uboiing  to  foment  sectional  prq'udlces, 
to  be  made  sabservient  to  party  warfare,  were,  in 
good  faith,  applied  to  the  eradication  of  causes  of 
■beal  discontent,  by  the  improvement  of  our  insti- 
tntioDB,  and  by  fkcilitating  their  adaptation  to  tbe 
cooditJon  of  the  tinies,  thia  taak  would  prove  one 
of  las  ditBculty.  May  we  not  hope  that  the  ob- 
*loas  inteiesta  of  our  common  country,  and  the 
dictaifs  of  an  enlightened  patriotism,  will,  in  the 
end,  lead  tite  public  mind  in  that  direction. 

After  an,  the  nature  of  tbe  subject  does  not  ad- 
^  of  a  phui  wholly  free  from  olq'ection.  That 
which  has  (or  some  time  been  in  operation  is,  per- 
haps the  worst  that  could  exist;  and  every  ad- 
vance thai  can  be  made  in  its  improvement  is  a 
■■tier  eminently  worthy  of  joor  most  deliberate 
Bttealioo. 

It  ii  very  poMible  (hat  one  better  calculated  to 
Act  the  olijeeta  hi  view  may  yet  be  devised.  If 
so,  it  ii.to  be  hoped  that  those  who  disapprove  of 
Ott  past,  and  diaent  from  what  ia  proposed  for  the 
fatBTS,  will  feel  it  their  duty  to  direct  their  atten- 
IIm  to  It,  u  tbey  must  be  sensible  that,  unless 
Bone  fixed  rule  for  the  action  of  the  Federal  Qov- 
eroment  in  this  respect  is  established,  tbe  course 
now  attempted  to  be  arrested  will  be  again  resorted 
Ic.  Any  mode  which  is  calculated  to  give  the 
gteatot  degree  of  effect  and  harmony  to  our  legia- 
iatiao  upon  the  subject — which  slull  best  serve  to 
Imp  tbe  norenMOta  of  tbe  Federal  Oovemment 
witUn  Iha  ^ere  Intended  by  those  who  modelled 


and  those  who  adopted  It — which  shall  lead  to  the 
extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  in  the  shorteat 
period,  and  impose  the  li^test  burdens  upoD  oar 
constituents,  tiaU  receive  tmm  me  a  eoidial  and 
firm  support. 

Among  the  olq'ects  of  grest  national  concern,  I 
cannot  omit  to  press  again  upon  your  attention  that 
part  of  the  constitution  which  regnlates  tbe  eleo- 
tion  of  President  and  Vice  President.  The  neces- 
sity for  its  amendment  is  nude  so  clear  to  my  mind 
by  the  observation  of  its  evils,  and  by  the  many 
able  discussions  which  they  have  elicited  on  the 
floor  of  Congress  and  elsewhere,  that  I  should  be 
wanting  to  my  duty  were  I  10  withhold  another 
eipreBsioa  of  my  deep  solicitude  upon  the  subject. 
Our  system  fortunately  contemplates  a  recnrrence 
to  Srst  principles,  diS^ring,  in  this  respect,  from  all 
that  have  preceded  it,  and  securing  it,  I  trust, 
equally  against  the  decay  and  the  commotion* 
wbich  have  marked  tbe  progress  of  other  Qovem- 
menta.  Our  fellow-citiiens,  too,  who,  in  proportion 
to  their  love  of  liberty,  keep  a  steady  eye  upon  tbe 
means  of  sustaining  it,  do  not  require  to  be  re- 
minded of  tbe  duly  they  owe  to  themselves  to 
remedy  all  essential  defects  in  so  vital  a  part  of 
tbeir  system.  While  the;  are  sensible  that  erery 
evil  attendant  upon  its  operation  is  not  necessarily 
indicative  of  a  bad  ot^iJiization,  but  may  proceed 
from  temporary  causes,  yet  the  habitual  presence, 
or  even  a  single  Instance  of  evils  wluch  can  be 
clearly  traced  to  an  organic  defect,  will  not,  I  trust, 
be  overlooked  through  a  too  scrupulous  veneration 
for  the  work  of  their  ancestors.  The  constitution 
was  an  experiment  committed  to  the  virtue  and 
intelligence  of  the  great  maas  of  our  countrymen, 
in  whose  ranks  the  framers  of  it  themselves  were 
to  perform  the  part  of  patriotic  observation  and 
scrutiny  ;  and  if  they  have  passed  from  the  stags 
of  existence  with  an  increased  couGdeuce  in  its 
general  adaptation  til  our  condition,  we  should 
learn  from  authority  so  high  the  duty  of  fortifying 
the  points  In  it  which  time  proves  to  be  exposed, 
rather  than  be  deterred  from  approaching  them  by 
the  suggestions  Of  fear,  or  the  dictates  of  m'    '      ' 


A  provision  which  does  not  secure  to  the  people 
a  direct  choice  of  their  Chief  Hagistrste,  but  has  a 
tendeocy  to  defeat  their  will,  presented  to  my  mind 
such  an  inconsistency  with  the  general  sinrit  of  our 
institutions,  that  I  was  induced  to  surest  for  your 
cooaideration  the  substitute  which  appeared  to  me 
at  the  same  time  the  most  likely  to  correct  the  evil, 
and  to  meet  the  views  of  our  constituents.  The 
most  mature  reflection  since  has  added  strength  to 
the  belief  that  tbe  best  intereats  of  our  country 
require  the  speedy  adoption  or  some  plan  calculated 
to  effect  this  end.  A  contingency  which  some- 
times places  it  in  the  power  of  a  single  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  decide  an  election 
of  so  high  and  solemn  a  character,  hi  uiyust  to  the 
people,  and  becomes,  when  it  occurs,  a  source  of 
embarrnsament  to  the  individuals  thus  brought  into 
power,  and  a  cause  of  distrust  of  the  representative 
body.  Liable  as  tbe  confederacy  is,  from  its  great 
extent,  to  panics  founded  upon  sectional  interests, 
and  to  a  corresponding  multiplication  of  candidates 
for  the  Presidency,  the  tendeocy  of  the  constitu- 
tionat  reference  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
is,  to  devolve  the  election  upon  that  body  In  almost 
every  instance,  and,  whatever  ch<^ce  may  tiien  b« 
made  among  the  candidates    thai  presented   10 
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them,  to  swell  the  infloence  of  particntir  ictereiti 
to  ■  degree  incondateDt  with  the  geDenl  good, 
Tfas  coDsequence*  of  thil  frature  of  tbe  coiutitu- 
tion  ippear  fiir  more  threatening  to  the  pence  and 
integrity  of  the  Union  than  any  which  I  can  con- 
ceive »  Ukelf  to  reaalt  from  the  umple  legialadre 
action  of  the  yedenl  Government. 

It  waa  a  leading  object  with  the  fnimerB  of  the 
conatitatlon  to  keep  aa  separate  as  possible  the  ac- 
tion of  the  LegUlatiie  and  Eiecutlve  branches  of 
the  OoTernment.  To  secure  this  object,  nothing 
is  more  esseotial  than  to  preserve  the  former  from 
the  temptations  of  private  ioterest,  and,  therefore, 
BO  to  direct  the  patronage  of  Che  latter  as  not  to 
permit  such  temptations  to  be  offered.  Eiperience 
abundantly  dcmoDsCrates  that  every  precaution  in 
this  respect  is  a  Talnable  safeguard  of  Uberty,  and 
one  which  my  reSections  upon  the  tendencies  of 
our  system  iocline  me  to  think  should  be  made  still 
stronger.  It  was  for  this  reason  that,  in  connection 
with  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  removing 
all  intermediate  agency  in  the  choice  of  the  Presi- 
dent, I  recommended  some  reetriclions  apon  the 
re-etigibility  of  that  officer,  and  upon  the  tenure  of 
offices  generally.  Tbe  reason  still  exists;  and  I 
renew  the  recommendation,  with  an  increased  con- 
fidence (hat  its  adoption  will  strengthen  those 
checks  by  which  the  cona^tntion  designed  to  se- 
cure the  independence  of  each  department  of  tbe 
Gavemment,  and  promote  the  henlthrnl  and  equit- 
able administration  of  all  tbe  trusts  which  it  has 
created.  The  agent  most  likely  to  contravene  thia 
design  of  the  constitution  is  the  Chief  Hagiatrate. 
In  order,  particularly,  that  his  appointment  may, 
OS  far  OS  possible,  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  improper  inBaeoces ;  in  order  that  he  may  ap- 
proach the  solemn  reaponsibilitles  of  the  highest 
office  in  the  gift  of  a  free  people,  uncommitted  to 
any  other  course  than  the  stnct  line  of  constitu- 
tional duty)  and  that  the  securities  for  this  inde- 
pendence may  be  rendered  ol  strong  as  the  nature 
of  power,  and  ^e  weakness  of  its  possessor,  will 
admit,  I  cannot  too  earnestly  invite  your  attenUon 
to  the  propriety  of  promoting  such  an  amendment 
of  tbe  constitution  aa  will  render  him  ineligible 
after  one  term  of  service. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  annonnce  to  Congress 
that  the  benevolent  policy  of  the  Government, 
stesdily  parsued  for  nearly  thirty  years,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  white 
settlements,  is  approaching  to  a  happy  consumma- 
tion. Two  important  tribes  have  accepted  the  pro- 
\i8lon  made  for  their  removal  at  tbe  last  Beedon  of 
Congress ;  and  it  is  believed  that  their  example 
will  induce  the  remaining  tribes,  also,  to  seek  the 
same  obvious  advantages. 

The  cooeequences  of  a  speedy  removal  will  be 
important  to  tbe  United  States,  to  individual  States, 
and  (o  the  Indians  themselves.  The  pecuniary  ad- 
vantages which  it  promiaea  to  the  Government  are 
the  least  of  its  recommendations.  It  puts  an  end 
to  all  possible  danger  of  collision  between  the  au- 
thorities of  the  General  and  State  Governments,  on 
acGODDt  of  the  Indians.  It  will  place  a  dense  and 
civilized  population  in  large  tracts  of  country  now 
occupied  by  a  few  savage  hunters.  By  opening  tiie 
whole  territory  between  Tennessee  on  the  north, 
and  Louisiana  on  the  south,  to  the  settlement  of 
the  whiles,  it  will  incalculably  strengthen  the 
sontbwestera  frontier,  and  render  the  adjacent 
States  strong  anongh  to  repel  future  invasion  with- 
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ont  remote  aid.  It  will  relieve  the  whole  State  of 
Hiisissippi,  and  Ibe  western  part  of  Alabama,  cf 
Indian  occupancy,  and  enable  those  States  to  ad- 
vance rapidly  in  population,  wealth,  and  power. 
It  will  separate  the  Indians  from  imme^te  eon- 
tact  with  settlements  of  whites ;  free  them  from 
the  power  of  tbe  States ;  enable  them  to  piusne 
happiness  in  their  own  way,  and  under  thdr  own 
nide  insUtulions ;  will  retard  the  progress  of  decay, 
which  is  leseeDiDg  their  numbers;  and  perhaps 
cause  them  gradually,  under  the  protection  of  the 
Government,  and  through  the  Influence  of  good 
counsels,  to  cast  olT  their  savage  habits,  and  be- 
come an  interesting,  civilized,  and  Christian  com- 
munity. These  conseqaeniies,  some  of  them  so 
certain,  and  the  rest  so  probable,  make  the  com- 
plete execution  of  tbe  plan  sanctioned  by  Congiesl 
at  their  last  senion  an  object  of  mnch  sidiratude. 

Toward  the  aborigines  of  the  country  no  ime  can 
Indulge  a  more  friendly  feeling  than  myself,  oi 
would  go  further  in  attempting  to  reclaim  tbem 
from  their  wandering  habits,  and  make  them  a 
happy  and  prosperous  people.  I  have  endeavored 
to  impress  upon  them  my  own  solemn  convictions 
of  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  (he  State  authorities.  For  the 
justice  of  the  laws  pasaed  by  the  Slates  witldn  the 
scop^  of  Iheic  reserved  powers,  they  are  not  respon- 
sible to  this  Government.  As  individuals,  we  may 
entertun  and  express  our  o^^ions  of  their  acts; 
but,  as  a  Oovemment,  we  have  as  little  i^fat  to 
itrol  them  OS  we  have  to  prescribe  ^ws  to  for- 
natioos. 

f^ll  understanding  of  the  in)l:>{ect,  the 
Choctaw  and  Chiekasaw  tritiea  have,  with  great 
ooonimity,  determined  to  avut  themselves  of  (he 
liberal  offtrs  presented  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
have  snreed  to  remove  beyond  the  Hisslnippi 
River.  Treaties  have  been  made  with  them,  which, 
In  dne  season,  will  be  submitted  for  consideration. 
In  negotiating  these  treaties,  they  were  mode  to 
understand  their  true  condition ;  and  they  have 
preferred  maintaining  their  independence  in  the 
Western  forests  to  submitting  to  tbe  laws  of  the 
States  in  which  they  now  reside.  These  treaties 
being  probably  th^  last  which  will  ever  be  made 
with  them,  are  characterised  by  great  liberality  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  ^ey  give  the  Indians 
a  liberal  sum  in  consideration  of  their  removal,  and 
comfortable  luhsiBteaoe  on  their  arrival  at  tbnr 
tiew  homes.  If  it  be  their  real  interest  to  inwn- 
tain  a  separate  existence,  they  will  there  be  at 
liberty  to  do  so  without  the  inconveniences  and 
vexations  to  which  they  would  unavoid^ly  have 
been  subject  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi, 

Humanity  has  often  wept  over  the  fate  of  tbe 
aborigines  of  this  country;  and  philanlbropj  has 
been  long  bnsily  employed  in  devising  means  to 
avert  it.  But  its  progress  has  never  for  a  moment 
been  arrested ;  and  one  hy  one  have  mai^r  power- 
ful tribes  disapiieared  from  the  earth.  To  foUow 
to  the  tomb  the  last  of  his  race,  and  to  tread  on 
the  graves  of  extinct  nations,  excites  meioDcholy 
reflections.  But  (rue  philanthropy  recoociles  the 
mind  to  these  Ticlssitudes,  as  it  does  lo  the  extinc- 
tion of  one  generation  to  make  room  for  another. 
In  the  monuments  and  fortresses  of  an  unknown 
people,  spread  over  the  extensive  regions  of  (he  i 
West,  we  behold  the  memorials  of  a  once  powerfql 
race,  which  was  exterminated,  or  baa  disappeared, 
to  make  room  for  the  existing  Ravage  tribes,    Sol 
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B  (bere  IDJ  thiDR  in  this,  wbloh,  upon  a  compre- 
heiuiis  Tie*  of  the  genenl  lnte[««u  of  the  hamui 
net,  is  to  b«  regretted.  Fhil>Dtbrop7  could  Dot 
■nil  to  Ke  this  cODtinent  Tcetored  to  the  condition 
in  shtch  it  «M  foond  bf  onr  forefathers.  What 
good  man  would  prefer  a  conntr;  oOTcred  with 
fiireau,  uid  nogcd  by  ft  few  tbounnd  uvages,  to 
our  eilcDsve  republic,  studded  with  ciiles,  towoR, 

ud  prasperouB  &rou;    embelllsbed  wi 

inprovemeatj  which  art  can  derise,  o 
ticctjle  ;  occii{«ed  bj  more  thao  taeli 
of  hippj  people,  and  filled  with  all  the  1: 
libcrtr,  ciiiliiation,  and  religion  1 

Tbe  prewnt  policy  of  the  GoTemmei 
contiaiwlioa  of  the  lanie  progressiie  change,  bj 
milder  proceaa.  The  tribes  which  occupied  tbe 
countrief  DO*  coneUtuting  tbe  Eastern  Btales  I'ere 
BDoihilated,  or  baTs  melud  away,  to  make  room 
fill  the  whites.  The  waves  of  population  and  eiiil- 
iiilioo  an  rolling  to  the  westward;  and  we  now 
propose  to  acquire  the  cooDtries  occupied  by  the 
icd  men  of  the  south  and  west,  by  a  fair  eicho^ge. 
ud,  at  the  eipense  of  the  Dnited  States,  to  send 
(hem  to  a  land  where  their  existence  may  be  pro- 
longed, and  perhaps  made  perpetoat.  Doubttesa  it 
wilt  be  painful  to  leave  the  gntTOS  of  their  ftkthers ; 
but  (hat  do  they  more  than  our  ancestors  i^d,  or 
than  oar  children  are  cow  dolngf  To  better  their 
oonditioD  in  an  unknown  land,  oar  forefathere  led 
ill  that  wsB  dear  in  earthly  objects.  Our  children, 
by  tfaonsands,  yearly  leave  tbe  land  of  their  birth, 
lo  seek  new  homes  in  distaut  regions.  Doe^  hu. 
manity  weep  at  these  painful  separalions  from 
enry  thing,  animate  and  inanimate,  with  which  tbe 
young  bean  has  become  CBtwined?  Far  from  it. 
It  it  rather  a  Source  of  joy  that  our  country  affords 
•cope  where  our  young  population  may  range  nn- 
cODStiained  in  body  or  in  mind,  develoi^ng  the 
iraaer  and  frcoltiet  of  man  In  their  highest  perfec- 
tion. These  remove  hundreds,  and  almost  tboo- 
Mnda  of  milea,  at  their  own  eipense,  purchase  the 
ludBthey  occnpy,  and  snpport  themseliei  at  t^cir 
new  home  from  the  moment  of  their  arrival.  Can 
it  be  cruel  in  this  Oovernment,  when,  by  events 
■hich  it  cuinot  control,  tbe  Indiso  U  made  diacon- 
■enled  in  his  ancient  home,  to  purchase  his  lands, 
to  give  him  a  new  and  extensive  territory,  to  pay 
tke  eipense  of  his  removal,  and  support  him  a  year 
in  his  new  abode  t  Bow  many  thousands  of  our 
o*B  people  would  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  removing  to  the  West  on  such  conditions  I.  If 
Ibe  oBen  nude  to  the  Indians  were  eitsndeil  to 
Oma,  they  would  be  hailed  with  gnititade  and.joy  I 
And  is  it  supposed  that  the  wandering  savage 
las  a  stronger  attachment  to  bis  home  tlian  tbe 
Killed,  civilised  Christian  t  Is  it  more  afflicting  to 
Ud  to  leave  the  graves  of  bis  fathers,  than  it  ia  -to 
oar  brothers  and  children?  lUghtly  conaidertd, 
lbs  policy  of  tbe  Oeneral  Government  towards  the 
Hd  naik  is  not  only  liberal  but  Keneroui.  He  i^ 
sawBGng  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  States,  ani^ 
nnjle  with  their  population.  To  save  him  from 
Itui  ihernatiTe,  or  perhaps  utter  annihilation,  the 
Otnenl  Ooremment  kindly  offbrs  him  a  new  home, 
•od  proposes  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  his  re- 
mDril  and  settlement. 
In  the  cODiammation  of  a  policy  originating  at 
■  u  early  period,  and  steadily  pursued  by  every  sd- 
Biaistiation  within  the  present  century — so  just  to 
tbe  States,  and  so  generous  to  the  Indiana,  the 
EucuUve  feels  it  has  a  rl^t  to  expect  the  co- 


operation of  Congress,  and  of  all  good  and  disin- 
teresled  men.  The  States,  moreover,  have  a  right 
to  demand  it.  It  was  subalantially  a  part  of  tbe 
compact  which  made  them  members  of  our  con- 
federacy. With  Qeoi^a,  there  is  an  express  con- 
tract ;  with  the  new  States,  an  implied  one,  of 
equal  obligation.  Whf,  in  authoriung  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  HiasDUri,  Hisilasippi,  and  Alabama, 
to  form  cooatitutiona,  and  become  separate  States, 
did  Congresa  include  within  their  limits  extensive 
tracts  of  Indian  lands,  and,  in  some  instances, 
powerful  Indian  tribes  t  Was  it  not  understood  by 
both  parties  that  the  power  of  the  States  was  to  be 
co-eiteoNve  with  their  limit*,  and  that,  with  all 
ooavenient  despatch,  the  Oeneral  Ooveniment 
should  extinguish  the  Indian  title,  and  remove 
every  obstruction  ia  the  complete  Jurisdiclion  of 
the  StaleGovemment*  over  tbe  soUf  Probably 
not  one  of  those  Slates  would  have  accepted  a 
separate  existence — certunly  it  would  never  have 
been  granted  by  Congreaa — had  it  been  understood 
that  they  were  to  be  confined  forever  to  those 
small  portions  of  their  nominal  terriCoryi  the  In- 
dian tide  to  which  had  at  the  time  been  extin- 
guished. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  duty  which  this  Government 
owes  to  the  new  States,  to  eitinxuiah,  as  soon  a^ 
pOBuble,  tbe  Indian  title  to  all  ianda  which  Con- 
gress  themselves  have  included  within  Ibeir  limits. 
When  this  is  done,  the  duties  of  the  Oeneral  Oov- 
emment  in  relation  to  the  States  and  Indiana  with- 
in their  limits  are  at  an  end.  The  Indians  may 
leave  the  State  or  not,  as  they  choose.  The  pur- 
chase of  their  lands  does  not  alter,  in  the  least, 
their  pereonat  reUtions  with  the  State  Qovemment. 
Mo  act  of  the  Oeneral  Oovemment  has  ever  been 
deemed  necessary  to  give  the  Stales  jurisdiction 
over  the  persons  of  the  Indians.  That  they  possess, 
by  virtue  of  their  sovereign  power  within  their  own 
Umits,  in  as  full  a  manner  before  as  after  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Indian  lands;  nor  con  this  Govern- 
ment add  to  or  diminish  IL 

May  we  not  hope,  therefore,  that  all  good  citi- 
lens,  and  none  more  leolously  than  those  who 
think  the  Indians  oppressed  by  subjection  to  the 
laws  of  the  States,  will  unite  in  attempting  to  open 
the  eyes  of  those  children  of  tbe  forest  to  their 
true  condition;  and,  by  a  speedy  removal,  to  re- 
Ueve  them  from  the  enls,  real  or  imaginary,  pres- 
ent or  prospective,  with  which  they  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  threatened. 

Among  the  numerous  causes  of  congratolatiOD, 
the  condiciao  of  our  impost  revenue  deserves  spe- 
cial mention,  inasmuch  as  It  promises  the  means  of 
eitinguisbing  the  public  debt  sooner  than  was  an- 
ticipated, and  furnishes  a  strong  illustration  of  the 
practical  eSecle  of  the  present  tariff  upon  our  com- 
mercial interests. 

Tbe  object  of  the  tariff  Is  objected  to  by  some  as 
unconstitutional ;  and  it  Is  considered  by  almost  all 
as  defective  in  many  of  its  parts. 

The  power  to  impose  duties  on  imports  originaUy 
belonged  to  the  several  States.  The  right  lo  ad- 
just  those  duties  with  a  view  lo  tbe  encoungement 
of  domestic  branches  of  industry  is  so  completely 
incidental  (o  that  power,  that  It  Is  difficult  to  sup- 
pose the  eiiatence  of  tbe  one  without  the  other. 
The  Stales  have  delegated  their  whole  aulhoriiy 
over  imports  to  the  General  Government,  without 
limitation  or  restriction,  saving  the  very  inconsid- 
erable resemUon  rektliig  (o  wlz  Inspection  laws. 
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This  suthoritj  htving  thui  entlrelj  puMd  from 
the  SuteB,  the  right  to  eierciw  it  for  tbe  purpose 
of  protection  does  uot  exist  In  them;  and,  cooiB' 
queoUT,  if  it  t>e  not  posseised  by  the  Genenl  Got- 
ernraenl,  it  must  he  eitincl.  Our  political  BTttem 
would  thiu  present  the  anonuJ;  of  «  people  stripped 
of  the  right  to  foster  their  own  industr;,  tnd  to 
couaAract  the  most  Klfieh  nsd  destructive  polic; 
which  might  be  adopted  bj  forei^  nations.  This 
■ur^j  caacot  be  tbe  case  1  thisindupeaBabte  power, 
tbui  surrendered  bj  the  States,  must  be  within  the 
Mope  of  the  authority  on  the  subject  eipready 
delegated  to  Congress. 

In  this  coQclusion,  I  am  couGnued  as  well  by  the 
opioions  of  Preu dents  Washington,  JeSbrson, 
lladison,  and  Uonroe,  who  have  eB«h  repeatedly 
reoommendeit  the  exercise  of  this  rif^ht  under  tbe 
constitution,  as  by  the  uniform  practioa  of  Con- 
gteas,  the  continued  acquiescence  of  the  Stt-Ces, 
and  the  general  understanding  of  tbe  people. 

Tbe  difficulties  of  a  more  expedient  adjustment 
of  the  preeent  tariff,  although  great,  are  lar  from 
being  insurmountable.  Some  are  unwilling  to  im- 
prove any  of  its  parts,  because  they  would  destroy 
the  whole:  othera  fear  to  touch  the  ol(jectionable 
parts,  lest  those  they  approve  should  be  jeoparded. 
1  am  persuaded  that  the  advocate*  of  these  con- 
*SictiDg  views  do  injustice  to  the  American  people, 
and  to  their  Representalives.  The  general  interest 
is  the  iutercat  of  each ;  and  my  couBdence  is  en- 
tire, tbst,  10  ensure  tbe  adopUon  of  such  modifica- 
tions of  the  tariff  as  the  general  interest  requires, 
it  is  only  necessary  that  that  interest  should  l>e 
understood. 

It  is  mi  infirmity  of  our  nature  to  mingle  our 
Interests  and  pr^udrces  with  the  operation  of  our 
reasoning  powers,  and  attribute  to  tjte  objects  of 
our  likes  and  dislikes  quallUes  they  do  not  possess, 
and  effects  they  cannot  produce.  The  effects  of 
the  present  tariff  are  doubtless  overrated,  both  in 
Its  evils  and  in  its  advantages.  By  one  class  of 
reaaoners,  the  reduced  price  of  cotton  and  other 
agricultural  products  is  ascribed  wholly  to  its  inSu- 
ence ;  and  by  another,  tbe  reduced  price  of  manu- 
factured articles.  The  probability  Is,  that  neither 
oinnion  approaches  tbe  truth,  and  that  both  are 
induced  by  that  influence  of  interests  and  preju- 
dices Co  which  I  have  referred.  The  decrease  of 
prices  eiteods  throughout  the  commercial  world, 
embracing  not  only  the  raw  material  and  the  man- 
u&ctured  article,  bnt  provisions  and  lands.  The 
cause  must,  therefore,  be  deeper  and  more  per- 
vading than  the  tariff  of  tbe  United  States.  It 
may,  in  a  measure,  be  attributable  to  the  increased 
value  of  the  precious  metals,  produced  by  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  supply,  and  an  increase  in  the  demand ; 
while  commerce  has  rapidly  extended  itself,  and 
popaUtioQ  bas  augmented.  Tbe  supply  of  gold 
and  silver,  the  general  mediimi  of  exchange,  has 
been  greatly  interrupted  by  civil  convulsions  in  the 
countries  from  which  they  are  principally  drawn. 
A  part  of  the  effect,  too,  Is  doubtless  owing  to  an 
increase  of  operatives  and  improvements  in  ma- 
chinery. But,  on  the  whole,  it  Is  questionable 
wtietber  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  lands,  pro- 
duce, and  manu&ctures,  bas  b^n  greater  thsn  tbe 
appreciation  of  tbe  standard  of  value. 

While  the  cbief  object  of  duties  sbould  be  reve- 
nue, they  may  be  so  adjusted  as  to  encourage  man- 
ufactures. In  this  adjustment,  however,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  OovemmeQl  t«  be  guided  by  the  gen- 
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eral  good.  Objects  of  national  importance,  alone, 
ought  to  be  protected ;  of  these  the  productionii  of 
our  soil,  our  mines,  and  our  workshops,  eneotiil 
to  national  defence,  occupy  the  first  rank.  Wlul- 
ever  other  species  of  domestic  industry,  having  the 
importance  to  which  I  have  referred,  may  be  ex- 
pected, after  temporary  protection,  to  compete 
with  foreign  labor  on  equaJ  terms,  merit  the  tme 
attention  in  a  subordinate  degree. 

The  present  tariff  taxes  some  of  the  comforts  of 
life  unnecessarily  high ;  it  undertakes  to  prolMl 
interests  too  local  and  minnte  to  Justify  «  geneial 
exaction ;  and  it  also  attempta  to  force  MlDe  kiadl 
of  manufactures,  for  whic^  the  country  is  not  ripe. 
Uuch  relief  will  be  derived,  in  some  of  these  i*- 
specta,  from  tbe  measnret  of  yoor  last  SMsiotu 

Tbe  best,  as  well  as  fureet  node  of  determlnhig 
whether,  from  any  just  oonuderations,  a  partiralu 
intereet  ought  to  receive  protection,  would  be  to 
submit  the  question  singly  for  deiiberatiou.  1( 
sftpr  due  examination  of  Ha  merits,  unconnected 
widi  extraneous  considerations — such  sa  a  deom 
to  sustain  a  general  eygtem,  or  to  purchase  snppon 
for  a  diffet«nt  interest — it  ^ould  enlist  io  iu  bvor 
a  mqority  of  the  Repress atativea  of  tbe  people, 
there  can  be  little  danger  of  wrong  or  icgurj  in 
adjusting  the  tariff^  with  reference  to  its  protective 
effect.  If  this  obviously  just  priniaple  were  hon- 
estly adhered  to,  the  branches  of  industry  whick 
deserve  protection,  would  be  saved  from  the  pre- 
judice ciciled  against  them,  when  tliat  protection 
forms  part  of  a  system  by  which  portions  of  the 
country  feel,  or  conceive  themselves  to  be,  oppress- 
ed. What  is  incalculably  more  important,  the  liul 
principle  of  our  system — that  principle  which  re- 
quires acquiescence  in  the  will  of  the  tn^orily— 
would  be  secure  from  the  discredit  and  danger  to 
which  it  is  exposed  by  the  acts  of  m^jorides,  found- 
ed, not  on  identity  of  conviction,  but  on  combins- 
tions  of  small  minorities,  entered  into  filr  the  pnr- 
pose  of  mutual  asustance  iu  measures  which,  resting 
solely  on  their  own  merits,  could  never  b«  carried. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  is  a  subject  of  so  much 
delicacy,  on  account  of  the  extended  interests  it 
involves,  as  to  require  that  it  should  be  touched 
with  the  utmost  caution  ;  and  that,  while  an  sbtn- 
donmenC  of  tbe  {Mlicy  in  which  it  originated — a 
policy  coeval  with  our  Government,  and  pursued 
through  successive  administrations,  is  neither  to  be 
expected  nor  desired,  the  people  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand, and  have  demanded,  that  it  be  so  modified 
as  to  correct  abuses  and  obviate  iqjustice. 

That  our  deliberatimis  on  this  InterestiDg  cubject 
shotjld  be  uninfinenced  by  those  partisan  coomcis 
that  are  incident  to  free  institutions,  is  the  fervent 
wish  of  my  heart.  To  make  this  great  question, 
wljich  onhapi^y  so  much  divides  and  excites  the 
pulilic  mind,  subservient  to  the  sbort-UBhlcd  views 
of  faction,  must  destroy  all  hope  of  settling  it  satis- 
factorily to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  for 
tbe  general  interest  I  cannot,  therefore,  on  taking 
leave  of  tbe  subject,  too  eameMly  for  my  own 
feelings  or  the  common  good,  warn  you  Ifaiost  the 
bligbtmg  consequences  of  such  a  course. 

Acoo^ng  to  the  estimates  at  the  Treaanry  l>e- 
partmeot,  the  receipts  in  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  year  will  amount  to  twenty-four  milDOBS 
one  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  and  eighteen  , 
dollars,  which  will  exceed  by  alxiut  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  the  estimate  presented  In  the  last 
unoal  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Tbe  totil  eipcDdlton  doriog  tli«  reir,  eicliuiTe 
of  pablie  debt,  !a  eatinuted  at  thirteen  millions 
Ri«o  hnndred  and  fartj-two  thoneuid  tbrea  bun- 
ditd  ud  eleren  dallm;  and  the  pajment  on  *c- 
ccmt  of  pablic  debt  for  the  ume  period  viU  hsTe 
been  eteren  millioDB  three  hundred  uid  fifty-four 
tlKnnnd  lii  hmidred  uid  thlrtj  doUan ;  leaving  a 
beluioa  ta  the  Traasnrf,  on  the  lit  of  Januarj, 
1331,  of  foor  miliiooi  eiglit  huDdred  and  nineteen 
doiuand  aerea  buodred  imd  eighty-one  dollars. 

[a  eooneetion  with  the  condition  of  onr  flnances, 
iliStlTd*  me  pleaaora  to  remark  that  Judidous  and 
cfflcieal  arruigementa  have  been  made  by  the 
TRmry  Department  for  teouring  the  pecuniary 
respoDability  of  the  poblk  olfloera,  and  the  mare 
ponctiial  payment  of  dke  public  duel.  The  revenue 
cutter  aerriM  ha*  been  m^anized,  and  placed  on  a 
good  rootteg ;  and,  aided  by  an  locreaae  of  iospect- 
«•  at  eipoaed  points,  and  the  roKnlations  adopted 
nnder  the  act  of  Hay,  1610,  for  the  inapectioa  and 
appraiKnent  of  merohandlae,  have  produced  mucb 
ioipramwnt  In  the  eiecaiioo  of  tbo  lave,  and 
Bore  Meority  (gainat  the  commiuion  of  ^oda 
opoD  the  rerenue.  Aboaee  in  the  alloirancea  for 
iihiag  bonntiea  have  alao  been  corrected,  and  a 
mUerul  tavinf  In  that  branch  of  the  aervice,  there- 
b>  «l[gotML  la  (tddhion  to  tbeae  improvementi, 
ii«  ayM^  of  eipen^ton  for  eiclc  aeamea  belong- 
ing (o  the  Berchant  aerrlce  hai  been  revised ;  and, 
by  bdng  Kodered  miUbrm  and  economical,  the 
bcBtflu  of  the  fond  appUeable  to  thig  object  have 
beto  ooehlly  extended. 

The  pro^erlty  of  om'  conntry  la  alao  further 
(tinced  by  tbe  inereawd  nvenne  ariaing  from  the 
Bil(  of  poblio  landa,  aa  will  appear  from  the  report 
of  tb«  Conunia^ner  of  the  General  I^nd  Office, 
vA  ilie  docnmenU  aecompanying  it,  whioh  are 
liertviih  traneniitted.  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your 
•UcntioD  to  tfaia  report,  and  to  the  propriety  of 
miUng  early  «i^iroprlationa  for  the  objects  which 

Tear  attention  i«  ag^  Invited  to  the  subjecta 
onuMcted  with  that  portion  of  the  pabUc  biereata 
iatnuted  to  the  War  Department.  Some  of  them 
nra  rdcrred  to  in  my  former  Mnaiage ;  and  they 
BT  preamied  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Becre- 
(•rr  of  War,  herewith  lubmitted.  I  refer  yon  alao 
to  the  leport  of  that  of&cer  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
•tUe  of  the  amy,  fortificationa,  arsenals,  and  In- 
£u  ilbin ;  all  of  whiofa,  it  will  be  perceived,  have 
Wb  guarded  with  teaJoua  attention  and  care.  It 
n  vonhy  of  yonr  conaideration  wliether  the  arms- 
Duti  ni  I  ni— I J  for  the  fortiBcatlona  on  our  mari- 
tiSK  frontier,  which  are  now,  or  ahortly  will  he, 
E<nipleled,  should  not  be  in  readiness  sooner  than 
lb  mtamary  appropriitioui  will  enable  the  De- 
putomt  to  provide  them.  Thi*  precaaiion  seems 
lo  be  dne  to  the  general  system  of  fortiScation 
■hieh  haa  been  sanoliDDed  by  Congreaa,  and  is  re- 
oxsoModed  by  that  maxim  of  wiadom  which  tails 
>  is  peace  to  prepare  for  war. 

I  refer  yon  to  lae  report  of  the  Seoretary  of  the 
^•'jF  (or  ■  b^;Iily  Mti^otory  account  of  the  man- 
tK  Id  eUch  vat  coocerea  of  that  Department  have 
^wn  coailneted  doling  the  present  year.  Our 
P>Aioa  in  relation  to  the  moM  powerful  natioiks  of 
<!«  earth,  and  the  preseot  coodiljoa  of  Europe, 
•dmaniih  ns  to  eheriib  this  arm  of  oar  national 
'dmee  with  pecnlisr  oare.  Separated  by  wide 
<at  from  all  tboae  Oovemments  whose  power  we 
Bigbl  have  reason  to  dread,  we  have  nothing  to 


apprehend  from  attempts  at  oonqnest.  It  ia  ohieSy 
atca^  upon  our  commerce,  and  barasaing  Inroada 
upon  our  coast,  against  which  we  have  to  goard. 
A  DavBl  force  adequate  to  the  protection  of  our 
commerce,  always  afloat,  with  an  accumulation  of 
the  meana  to  give  it  a  rapid  eitenaiOD  in  case  of 
need,  furnishes  the  power  by  which  all  awh  ag- 
greaaions  may  be  prevented  or  repelled  The  at- 
tention of  the  Ooveroment  has,  therefore,  l>een 
recently  directed  more  to  preserving  the  public 
vessels  already  built,  and  providing  materials  to  be 
placed  in  depot  for  future  use,  than  to  lacreadag 
their  number.  With  the  aid  of  Congress,  in  a  fow 
years,  the  Qovenunent  will  be  prepared,  in  case  of 
emergency,  to  put  afloat  a  powerful  navy  of  new 
ships  almost  as  soon  as  old  ones  could  be  repaired. 

The  modificaUona  in  this  isrC  of  the  service 
suggested  in  my  last  annoal  Heiaage,  which  are 
Dodced  more  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  are  again  recommended  to  yonr 
serious  attendon. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  in  Uke 
manner,  exhibits  B  satisGuitary  view  of  tbe  impor- 
tant branch  of  tbe  Government  under  his  charge. 
In  addidon  to  the  beneflta  already  secured  by  the 
operadona  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  consider- 
able improvements,  within  the  present  year,  have 
been  made,  by  an  increase  Id  the  accommodation 
afforded  by  stage  coaches,  and  in  the  frequency 
and  celerity  of  the  mail  between  some  of  the  most 
important  points  of  the  Union. 

Under  the  late  contracts,  improvements  have 
been  provided  for  the  southern  aecdon  of  the 
country,  and,  at  the  same  time,  an  annual  saving 
made  of  upwards  of  seventy-two  thousand  doUara. 
Notwiifastanding  the  excels  of  expenditure  beyond 
the  curreot  receipts  for  a  few  years  past,  necessa- 
rily incurred  in  the  fnlfllmeot  of  exiadug  contracta, 
and  in  the  addidonal  expenses,  between  the  perioda- 
of  contracting,  to  meet  the  dcmanda  created  by 
the  rapid  growth  and  extennon  of  our  flourishing 
country,  yet  the  satisfactory  assurance  is  given, 
that  tbe  future  revenue  of  the  department  inll  be 
sufficient  to  meet  its  extensive  eogagements.  The 
system  recently  Introduced,  that  subjects  ita  re- 
cdpts  and  disbursements  to  strict  regulation,  haa 
entirely  fulfilled  its  design.  It  give*  (Ul  assniuce 
of  the  punctual  transmiedoli,  aa  well  as  the  security, 
of  the  funds  of  the  department.  The  effidency  and 
industry  of  its  officers,  and  the  alulity  and  energy 
of  coniiactora,  justify  an  increased  coofidence  ia 
ita  continued  prosperity. 

Tbe  attendon  of  Congress  was  called,  on  a  foi^ 
mer  oocaaion,  to  the  necesuty  of  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  office  of  Attorney -Oeneral  of  the  United 
States  as  would  render  it  more  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  public  service.  This  resulted  in  the 
establishmenc  of  the  office  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  the  earliest  measures  were  taken  to  give 
effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  which  authorized 
the  appointment  of  ttiat  officer,  and  defined  his 
duties.  But  it  is  not  believed  that  this  provision, 
however  useful  in  ilMlf,  is  calculated  to  supersede 
the  necessity  of  extending  the  duties  and  powers 
of  th&  Attorney-General's  office.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  convinced  that  Ibe  public  interest  would  be 
greadj  promoted  by  giving  to  that  officer  the  gen- 
eral superintendence  of  the  various  law  agents 
of  the  Qovemment,  and  of  all  law  proceedings, 
whether  civil  or  criminal,  in  which  the  United 
States  may  be  interested ;  allowing  to  him,  at  the 
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lame  time,  mob  ■  compeniatioD  u  woold  enable 
hjm  to  dsTote  hu  nndiTided  aneDtion  to  the  pnUlo 
buriDen.  1  tbink  nch  a  provUoD  It  alike  dne  to 
the  public  and  to  the  officer. 

Oecudons  of  refereooe  from  the  dtftbrant  Eieca- 
tivB  Departmentii  to  the  Attornej-Oene™!  are  of 
frequent  occurreace ;  and  the  prompt  deoiiion  of 
the  quee^oiu  so  referred,  teoda  mach  to  fiusllitite 
the  despatch  of  bouneaa  in  thoae  departmenU. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory,  hereto 
appeoded,  showt  also  a  branch  of  the  pnblio  Mr- 
Tice  not  epedficall;  iatnuted  to  any  oOoer,  whirii 
might  be  adraiitageouBly  cMimnutled  to  the  Attor- 
nej-OeDeral. 

But,  independeotly  of  those  coiuiderationa,  thit 
office  u  now  oae  of  daily  duty.  It  woa  origiDall; 
o^anized,  and  ita  campensatioD  fixed,  with  a  view 
to  occBAQnal  aeriice,  leaving  to  the  Incumbent 
time  for  the  eierdse  of  his  profeBdon  id  private 
practice.  The  state  of  tbinga  which  warranted 
such  an  organization  no  longer  exists.  The  fre- 
quent cl^ma  apoa  the  services  of  this  officer  would 
render  his  ab^nce  from  the  seat  of  GovernnienC, 
in  professional  attendance  upon  the  courla,  iqja- 
rions  to  the  public  service ;  and  the  interests  of 
the  OoverTiinent  coold  not  fail  to  t>e  promoted  by 
cbaiving  him  with  tha  general  supenDt«ndenoe  of 
■U  its  legal  concerns. 

Under  aatroDgcooTictionof  the  justness  of  these 
■nggestions,  1  recommend  it  to  Congreaa  to  make 
the  necessary  proriaioos  for  giving  effect  to  them, 
and  to  place  the  Atloniry-General,  in  regard  to 
compensation,  on  the  same  footing  with  the  hesds 
of  the  Bererai  Executive  Departments.  To  this 
officer  might  also  be  intrusted  a  cogmiance  of  the 
casee  of  insolvency  in  public  debtors,  especially  if 
the  views  which  I  aabmitted  on  this  subject  last 
year  should  meet  the  approbslion  of  Congress — to 
which  I  again  solicit  your  attention. 

Your  attention  is  respecttblly  invited  to  the  situ- 
ation of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Placed,  by  the 
constitution,  under  the  eicluuve  Jurisdiction  and 
control  of  Congress,  this  District  is  certainly  enti- 
tled to  a  much  greater  share  of  its  connderation 
than  it  has  yet  received.  There  is  a  want  of  uni- 
formitj  in  ita  laws,  psrtionlarly  in  those  of  a  penal 
charaetei',  which  increases  the  eipense  of  their  ad- 
ministration, and  subjects  the  people  to  all  the  in- 
conveniences which  result  from  the  operation  of 
different  codes  in  bo  small  a  territory.  On  different 
ddes  of  the  Potomac,  the  same  offence  is  punish- 
able in  unequal  deerees;  and  the  peculiarities  of 
many  of  the  eariylaws  of  Uaryland  and  Virginia 
remain  lu  farce,  notwithstanding  their  repugnance, 
in  some  cases,  to  the  improvements  which  have 
■nperseded  them  in  those  States, 

BeudcB  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  which  la  loudly 
called  for,  it  Is  rcspectfbUy  submitted  whether  a 
providon,  anthoriiing  the  election  of  a  delegate  to 
represent  the  wants  of  the  lutiiens  of  this  district 
OD  tbe  floor  of  Coogreas,  is  not  due  to  them,  and 
to  tbe  character  of  oar  OoTemmeDt.  Mo  portion 
of  our  citizens  shooid  be  without  a  practical  enjoy- 
ment  of  the  principles  of  freedom  i  and  there  is 
none  tnore  important  than  that  which  cultivates  a 
proper  relation  between  the  governors  and  the  gov- 
emed.  Imperfect  as  this  must  be  in  this  case,  yet 
it  is  believed  that  it  would  t«  greatly  improved  by 
a  represeatatioa  in  Congress,  with  the  same  priv- 
ileges that  are  allowed  to  that  of  the  other  Terri- 
toriM  of  the  Umled  States. 


lie  penitentiary  is  ready  for  tbe  reception  of 
convicts,  and  only  awaits  the  neeeesaij  legials^tm 
to  put  it  into  operation;  as  one  object  of  which  I 
beg  leave  to  rendl  to  yenr  attention  the  propriety 
of  providing  suitable  compensatian  for  the  irfEcera 
charged  with  ita  inspection. 

The  importance  of  the  prindi^ea  involved  in  the 
inquiry,  whether  it  will  he  proper  to  redurter  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  requires  that  I  shooid 
uain  call  the  attention  of  Congreaa  to  the  sibject. 
}^tblng  has  occurred  to  lesaisn,  in  any  degne,  the 
daogeti  which  many  of  onr  ciliteDS  i^mhend 
from  that  institution,  as  at  present  orguind.  In 
the  spirit  of  improvement  and  compromise  which 
distinguishes  our  country  and  its  institutions,  it  be- 
comes us  to  inquire  whether  it  be  not  possihie  la 
secure  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  present 
Bauk  through  tbe  agency  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  so  modifled  m  its  princi[des  and  structure 
a*  to  obviate  constitutional  and  other  objections. 

It  is  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a  bank, 
with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a  branch  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  based  un  the  public  and  in- 
dividual deposits,  without  power  to  make  loans  or 
purchase  property,  which  shall  remit  the  funds  of 
the  Government,  and  tbe  expenses  of  which  may 
be  paid,  if  thought  advisable,  by  allowing  its  ct- 
fleers  to  sell  bills  of  eidiange  to  private  iodividoab 
at  a  moderate  premium.  Not  brang  a  corparste 
body,  having  no  stockliolders,  debtors,  or  property, 
and  but  few  officers,  it  would  not  be  ohnoiious  to 
tbe  constitutional  objections  which  are  urged 
against  the  present  bank ;  and  having  no  means  to 
operate  on  tbe  hopes,  fears,  or  interesls  of  lar^ 
masses  of  the  community,  it  would  be  shorn  of  the 
influeace  which  makes  that  bank  formidaiile.  The 
Slates  would  be  strengthened  by  haring  in  their 
bands  tbe  means  of  fiiniishing  the  local  paper  cnr- 
rency  through  thdr  own  banks ;  while  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  though  issuing  no  paper,  would 
check  tbe  issues  of  the  State  banks,  by  taking  their 
notes  in  deposit,  and  for  exchange,  only  so  long  is 
they  continue  to  be  redeemed  with  specie.  In 
times  of  puhhc  emergency,  tbe  capacities  ■rf'  such 
an  institution  might  be  enlarged    by  legislative 

These  snggestions  are  made,  not  so  much  as  a 
recommendation,  aa  with  a  view  of  calUng  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  poirible  modificatioiH  of 
a  system  which  cannot  continue  to  eiisl   In  its 

tircsent  form  without  ocoadonal  collisions  with  the 
Deal  authorities,  and  perpetual  apprehensions  and 
discontent  on  the  part  of  the  States  and  the  people. 
In  conclusion,  fellow-citizens,  allow  me  to  invohe, 
in  behalf  of  your  deliberations,  that  ^lirit  of  eon- 
eiliation  and  didnterestedness  which  is  tiie  gift  of 
patriotism.  Under  an  overruling  and  merciful 
Providence,  the  agency  of  this  spirit  has  thus  far 
been  signalized  in  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  our 
beloved  country.  Hay  its  influence  be  eterosL 
AKDKEW  JACSSOlf. 

Mve  thousand  copies  of  the  Vessage,  and  fif- 
teen hondred  conies  of  the  aoodrnpanTing  doc- 
uments, were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  enbeoripticm  to  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Oanal,  retomed  bj  tbe 
President  vith  objeotiona  to  it,  was  laid  on  the 
Uble. 
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Wedhmbdat,  December  8. 

TbBMTeral  anbjecta  comprised  in  the  Ueuage 
of  the  Preddeat  of  the  lliut«d  States  were  tbU 
itj  referred  to  the  appropriate  oonunitteea. 
Ifo  other  bosiDefls  was  truuaoted. 

Tkusbdat,  December  B, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bisnotm,  of  New  York,  it 

Stvihud,  That  a  Select  Oommittee  be  appointed 
loconmdar  Ibe  state  of  the  current  coin^  and  to 
report  in^  amendmcDts  of  the  eiiaUng  l&wa  con- 
ctnuDg  coina  m  maj  be  deemed  expedient. 

Bonon  to  theDtad. 
Vr.  Elub  Hud,  that,  in  conseqnenoe  of  the 
lunented  death  of  hia  late  ooUeagne,  the  hooor- 
ible  BoBiR  H.  Anuta,  he  row  to  present  & 
reMlntion  to  the  coniidention  of  the  Senate. 
The  deceased  was  a  native  of  Rockbridge 
coDDty,  Virginia.  After  completing  the  oooTBe 
of  hii  edncation  in  Washington  college,  he 
itadied  law,  and  at  an  earlj  period  emigrated 
to  KnaiTilte,  in  Tenneisee,  where  he  parsned 
tuiprofemon  with  noremitting  zeal  and  great 
EOMesa.  To  a  mind  at  once  dear  and  compre- 
henaive,  it  appeared  perceptible  that  his  pros- 
p«cta  wonid  DO  more  flattering  in  the  lower 
coQDtrj,  and  he  removed  to  Katcbez,  Hissisaippi, 
in  1819.  There,  in  the  midst  of  a  nmneroas 
tad  talented  bar,  without  fortnne  or  familj  in- 
iDeece,  b;  the  force  of  high  intelleotoal  endow- 
maita  and  plea^g  manners,  he  rapidly  rose  to 
the  bi^»at  honora  of  his  profession.  Snr- 
nnutded,  as  he  was,  by  an  intelligent  and  ei- 
tosive  aoqnuntanee,  he  was  not  long  per- 
■Dtttad  to  enjoy  the  enviable  diatincttun  arising 
from  prafeMKHial  merit  alone.  In  Jannary  last, 
be  VIS  called  by  the  legialatore  of  hia  adopted 
Sute  to  a  seat  in  the  conncila  of  the  nation. 
Eere  lie  was  too  well  known  to  reqnire  enlogf , 
Vr.  £.  wonld  only  say,  that  the  death  of  so 
foimg  a  man,  distlngnlahed  as  he  waa,  moat  be 
siontothe  nation.  It  waa  publicly,  deeply, 
ud  imiTeraally  deplored  in  the  8tat«  which  he 
l)ad  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  Ee,  there- 
fiire,  moved  the  following  reaolntion;  wtiich 
*u  aaanimonaiy  adopted: 


«ot«d,^ 


10  the  memory  of  lbs  Honorable  Robiit  H. 
^iiu,  deceased,  late  a  Senator  of  tbia  body  from 
tlM  Stile  of  Hisiiaaippi,  will  go  into  mo 
M  moQlh,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 

Kr.  Kahk,  of  XUinoia,  aoid,  that  a  paper 
vliich  he  had  presented  on  the  flrat  day  of  the 
wtioD,  aononnced  to  the  Senate  the  decease 
ofhii  late  colleagne,  John  HoLsaK,  of  Illinois. 
He  died,  after  a  abort  illneaa,  at  hia  residence, 
<«  Che  Uth  day  of  October  last.  Thon^  not 
aauiTe  of  the  State  which  he  represented,  he 


might  well  be  claimed  as  one  of  the  favorite 
sons  of  Illinois.  He  had  romoved  there  at  an 
early  age.  There  he  commenced  his  career  in 
life;  a  career  of  neeftilness  and  distinction, 
which  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  in  that  region 
of  ooantry.  In  private  life,  he  was  remark- 
able for  his  benevolence,  frankness,  and  inde- 
pendence of  character.  No  one  in  the  circle 
m  which  be  moved  had  a  laner  ehare  of  the 
oonfldenoe  and  affections  of  his  fellow  men. 
Ee  was  by  profession  a  lawyer,  possessed  of  a 
Tigorons  mmd,  a  rapid  bnt  easy  elocution. 
These  qoaliflcations,  added  to  an  honesty  of 
pnrpose,  nniversally  accorded  to  him,  rwaed 
oim  to  the  front  rank  of  his  profession ;  and 
there  enstained  him.  As  a  statesman,  the  peo- 
ple of  Illinois  wonld  long  rememljer  him  as  the 
anther  of  many  of  the  most  valued  portions  of 
their  statnte  books,  and  as  the  acut^  and  able 
presiding  officer  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
most  nameroas  branch  of  their  legislature. 
Hr.  UoIjun  had  been  twice  elected  to  a  seat' 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  his  last 
election  was  the  result  of  the  unanimooa  vote 
of  the  members  of  t>oth  branofaee  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly.  In  the  atat«  of  things  which  then 
existed,  no  stronger  evidence  of  the  general 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  who 
knew  him  best  conld  well  be  given.  In  order 
to  pay  a  proper  respect  to  the  memory  of  such 
a  man,  }ir.  Kaira  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
foDowing  resolution ;  which  was  nnanimonsly 
agreed  to; 

Retclvtd,  HnanvHouIy,  That  the  membeia  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  purpose  oTshowinR  a  proper  reapoot 
to  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  Johf  JIcLkan,  de- 
ceased, late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illiaoia, 
will  go  into  mourning  for  one  month,  by  wearing 
crape  00  the  left  arm. 


Jietaltd,  Hnowtmouafy,  That,  m  an  additional  eri- 
denee  of  respect  io  the  memory  of  tlie  deceased 
Senators  from  Ulasissippi  and  lUiDois,  the  Senate  do 
now  a^oorn,  to  meet  on  Monday  next,  at  eleven 

UoKDAT,  December  18. 
/mpeocAnunf  qf  Judge  Peck. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Honse  of 
Bepreaent^TM,  annoimcing  the  adoption  by 
that  House  of  a  replication  to  the  answer  and 
plea  of  Judge  Peck  to  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment exhibited  against  him  by  them. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  Uie  Court  of  Impeachment 
for  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Missouri,  was 
opened  iu  dne  form  by  proclamation  from  the 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
Senators  were  ranged  on  two  sets  of  benches, 
covered  with  green  cloth,  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  Ohur  occnpied  by  the  President  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbubi,  the  Secretary 
[  was  ordered  to  inform  the  Hoose  of  Bepreaent- 


.yGoogle 


SnuTE.] 

ativea,  that  the  Senate  had  ornuiized  itself  into 
a  Court  of  Inipeachiaent  for  &o  trial  of  James 
H.  Peck,  judge  of  the  District  Ooort  of  the 
nnit«d  States  for  the  district  of  Hissoari,  and 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  the  trial ;  and  that 
seats  had  been  prepared  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  tiie  members  of  the  House  of 
RepreBeotatives. 
Shortly  after  the  order  was  passed  the  re- 

Sondent,  accompanied  bj  Mr.  Wirt  and  Hr. 
eredith,  his  coansel,  appeared  at  the  bar  of 
the  Senate.  They  were  conducted  to  seats, 
with  a  table  before  tbem,  prepared  for  their 
oonvenience. 

In  a  few  minutes,  the  managers,  to  conduct 
the  impeachment,  on  the  part  of  tiie  Honse  of 
Bepreaentatives,  also  came  in,  and  took  their 

Hr.  BnoaAMAK',  one  of  the  managers,  rose, 
and  said,  that  the  managers,  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoase  of  Bepresentatives,  were  ready  to  pre- 
sent the  replication  of  that  House,  to  the  an- 
swer and  plea  of  James  E.  Peck,  Jndge  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  Btates  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  to  the  articles  of  Impeachment 
exhibited  against  him  by  that  l>ody.  He  then 
read  die  replication,  as  follows 

"Hie  EoDse  of  RepreienUtires  of  the  United 
Stales,  baling  contfdered  the  uuver  uid  plea  of 
James  H.  Feck,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
Uoiied  SlbIcs  for  the  district  of  Ulesouri,  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  impeachment  against  him,  bf  them  eitubi  ted, 
in  (be  name  of  themseWes,  and  of  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States  reply,  that  the  said  James  H. 
Feck  is  guilt;,  in  sutji  manner  u  he  staode  Uo- 
peached;  and  that  the  Bouse  of  BepreBeotativeB 
vin  be  readj  to  prove  their  charges  againit  him,  at 
■uch  canTeoient  time  and  place  as  shaU  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose." 


A^oanied  to  Uonday  nez^  and  the  Senate 
to-morrow. 

[The  nodces  of  tbls  trial,  which  will  be  fonnd 
in  the  following  pages,  embraoe  only  snob  re- 
ports as  were  giren  from  day  to  day,  thnmgti 
the  colamna  of  the  Nations  Intelligencer,  for 
tiie  pnblio  infonnation,  and  to  convey  a  general 
idea  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  the  course 
and  character  of  the  triaL  They  are  mere 
sketches,  and  are  to  be  received  as  such  only. 
A  fbll  report  of  the  trial — the  testimony  and 
the  argnmeuts  of  the  mimagers  and  oonnsel — 
makiog  a  large  Tolome,  has  been  published 
separately.] 

TusBDAT,  December  11. 

This  day  was  prindpally  conmmed  m  receiv- 
ing and  referring  petitions,  and  in  the  conrad- 
eration  of  Eiecative  bnsinees. 

The  Senate  elected  the  Rer.  Hkkbt  Yam 
Dtkb  JoBifB  to  be  their  chaplain  for  the  cur- 
rent cesdoo. 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

TriJ  ^  Jitiijt  Peek. 


[DscBHan,  IBDO. 

Wbdnbsdat,  December  IG. 
P<Hf  C^ee  Departmmt. 

The  Senate  took  np  for  consideration  tb« 
following  resototion,  which  was  yesterday  snV 
mitted  by  Mr.  Clattoit  : 

"  Retolved,  That  a  cominittee  be  appointed  U>  ex- 
am[ne  and  report  tbe  present  condition  of  thg  Poat 
Office  Department ;  in  what  manoer  the  bwg  regu- 
lating that  department  are  administered^  ttie  dis- 
tribuUou  of  labor ;  the  nuinber  of  clerks,  and  (he 
duties  assigned  to  each;  the  number  of  vms; 
where  and  how  employed ;  the  compeosatioa  of 
contractors ;  and,  generally,  the  endre  manaeemeat 
of  the  department;  and  whether  further,  and  what, 
legal  provicions  may  be  necessary  to  aeente  the  prap- 


UoHDAi,  December  SO. 
Trial  ofJvAge  Ptet. 
The  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment, fbr  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Hls- 

The  Honse  of  Representatives,  preoeded  by 
their  managers,  Mr.  ^rcHAHAS,  Mr.  MoDnrnB, 
Judge  Sfehokb,  Mr.  Stobbs,  and  Hr.  Wtci- 
LiFTB,  came  into  the  Senate  chamber  in  a  body, 
and  having  taken  the  seats  prepared  for  them, 

Mr.  BncHARAH  rose  and  said,  that  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repreeenta- 
tivea  were  now  prepared  to  proceed  in  this 
trial. 

Mr.  MsBBDiTH,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the 
respondent,  desired  that  the  witneaws  snm- 
moned  in  his  l>ehaif  might  Iw  called. 

The  Marshal  accordingly  called  over  their 
names.     Borne  of  them  did  not  answer. 

Mr.  Mbsxdith  observed,  that  three  of  the 
material  witnesses  for  tbe  respondent  were  not 
present.  We  are,  said  he,  notwithstanding, 
ready  to  go  to  trial. 

Mr.  MoBuFFtK  then  roee,  and  opened  the 
ease  for  tbe  proeeoution  in  substance  as  foUows : 

Mr.  MoD.  sud,  that,  in  i^ening  this  case,  be 
should  endeavor  to  reduce  to  Uie  narrowest 
limits  the  preliminary  view,  which  h«  proposed 
to  take  of  the  principles  upon  which  he  sbonld 
invoke  thejudgmentof  this  honorahle  ooort  oa 
the  charge  set  forth  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment against  the  respondent  now  ap«n  his  triaL 
It  was  □nnecessary  for  him  to  attract  the  special 
attention  of  the  conrt,  by  any  exposition  of  the 
importance  of  the  case.  Every  member  of  this 
honorahle  conrt  mast  be  aware  of  its  great  im- 
portance to  tbe  respondent  himself^  and  to  the 
country  at  targe.  He  asked  that  patient  atten- 
tion, in  the  conuderation  of  the  case,  which 
was  indispensable  to  a  correct  decision  npon  iL 
He  then  proceeded  to  lay  down  the  principles 
of  the  constitution  and  law  upon  the  subject  of 
contempts,  and  contended  that  Judge  Feck  had 
violated  them,  and  had,  in  the  summary  pnnish- 
meet  which  he  had  inflicted  npon  Mr.  Lawless 
been  gnitty  of  an  illegal  and  tyrannical  usarpa- 
tion  cf  power.    Whatever  view  Am  conrt  might 
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tiie  of  the  powen  of  the  Judge,  he  maiatMaed 
Uitt  no  oontempt  h&d  been  oommitted.  The 
eomiaon  law  of  England  was  utterly  nnkiiown 
to  thejodicial  tribnnals  of  the  United  States. 
Upon  what  princiii)^  he  demanded,  oonld  it  be 
couteuded  Uiat  the  English  common  law,  as 
mch,  bad  aaj  force  in  tbis  country  t  Were  i1 
Bol  that  it  had  been  partlj  adopted  in  some  of 
the  States  by  legislative  enactments ;  had  we 
not  been  educated  in  its  principles ;  would  it 
occur  to  any  homan  being  in  this  coontr?  that 
it  had  naj  eiiatence  here!  It  was  utterly 
tlMord  to  say  that  the  common  law  was  in  force 
in  the  oonrta  of  the  United  States.  He  granted 
tliat,  as  respectedjAiaDT'  of  onr  lawa  and  acta  of 
GoDgreH,  espeoiallj  those  which  provided  for 
the  orgwiiiBtion  of  onr  oonrta,  they  were  ex- 
pounded according  to  the  principles  and  rales 
of  the  eonunon  law.  Where  onr  oonrts  were 
called  npon  to  decide  cases,  they  mnat  have 
rales  of  prooeediog  and  action,  and  he  agreed 
that  for  these  they  bad  wisely  and  properly  re- 
Mrted  to  the  oonunon  law.  These  were  wise 
rules  of  action  for  cases  within  the  express  ja- 
riidictim  of  the  coorte.  But,  with  regard  to 
crimes  and  pOQishments,  the  principles  of  the 
cwuDon  law  had  no  foroe  in  onr  trthnnals.  fie 
*ts  aware  it  might  be  said,  that  it  was  neces- 
Mj  for  the  coartB  to  adopt  some  principle 
which  wonld  aathoriie  them  to  maintun  their 
jorisdiction  by  punishing  for  contempts  com- 
mioed  within  and  against  it.  But  the  power 
of  poniahing  for  contempt  was  n  high  criminal 
power;  uo,  although  it  had  been  exercised  hy 
coorts  of  chaocerj  as  well  as  law,  it  was,  of  all 
oUMra,  the  most  dangerous  that  could  be  en- 
forced. Be  maintuned  that  the  power  could 
Botlccally  or  constitntionally  be  exercised  so 
utodiafranchise  acitizen,  or  to  deprive  him  of 
bJE  liberty  and  the  means  of  his  existence.  The 
oomct  principle,  then,  was  this :  the  courts  of 
!)■■  Cnited  StstAS  had  no  power  to  pnnish  for 
(oBtempt,  further  than  their  own  self-preserra- 
tioo  required.  It  was  necessary  that  they 
fhoold  posscsB  the  power  to  protect  themselves 
io  theadministratiou  of  jnsUcei  to  prevent  and 
ponish  direct  outrages  apon  the  court ;  to  pre- 
lot  the  jndge  from  being  driven  from  the 
bench,  the  jnr^  from  being  assaulted,  aod  the 
T^olar  aod  tiur  Bdministration  of  justice  from 
UiDg  impeded.  This  power  the  court  possess- 
td  independently  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
^titea,  or  the  oonunon  law.  The  right  to  pnn- 
\ii  in  cDC^  oases,  was  inherent.  But  how  far 
^  it  extend}  Wbbtprincipleof  necessity,  the 
trut's  plea,  wonld  justify  the  exercise  of  this 
poverl  for  nothing  but  necessity  could  justify 
>>•  It  ooold  be  enforced  only  so  far  as  to  ^ro- 
Kcttheeoorta  in  the  administration  of  justice; 
to  prevent  any  obstruction  in  their  prooee^ngs. 
h  mnit  be  a  fiagrant  outrage  in  the  face  of  tne 
t>nn  lo  justify  a  summary  panishment  fbr  con- 
tanpt.  If,  in  such  cases,  our  courts  had  not 
^  power  to  protect  themselves  in  the  die- 
wge  of  their  high  f^mctions,  it  would  be  in 
nia  tor  tiieut  to  attempt  to  administer  Justice, 


Certain  powers,  however,  had  been  impercepti- 
bly introduced  here  from  Uie  common  law  courts 
of  England ;  our  judges  and  lawyers  had  been 
thos  imbued  witn  certain  principles,  which 
were  utterly  incompatible  witi  liberty.  What 
was  the  case  of  the  respondent!  He  was  not 
in  court;  he  was  not  in  the  actual  administra- 
tion of  justice,  when  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless  was  made.  He  claimed  the  power  of 
protecting  hie  sacred  person,  like  the  King 
of  England,  from  all  scrutiny  I  The  judgment 
of  the  court  bad  been  rendered  six  mourns  bo- 
fore  tbe  publication.  The  decree  had  been  en- 
tared.  There  was  an  end  to  the  judicial  fimc- 
tions  of  the  Judge  as  to  that  case.  But  some 
four  or  five  months  afler  judgment  rendered. 
Judge  Pectc,  from  some  motive,  no  doubt  having 
reference  to  the  public  interest,  thought  proper 
to  come  out  and  publish  an  extra-judicial  opinion 
in  the  newspapers:  a  labored  argument,  pre- 
pared after  his  judicial  factions  had  ceased,  to 
make  such  an  impression  upon  the  land  claim- 
ants in  Missouri  as  should  correspond  with  his 
own.  And  it  was  this  extra-judicial  opinion 
which  he  songht  to  prol«ct  from  all  scrutiny, 
by  the  principles  of  the  common  law;  upon  the 
principle  that  the  king  could  do  no  wrong,  and 
that  the  judge  was,  as  the  representative  of  llie 
king,  administering  his  justice,  equally  exempt 
from  responsibility. 

Was  there  any  thing  in  this  case  to  justify 
the  exercise  of  snch  an  extraordinary  power,  aa 
Uiat  assumed  by  tlie  Judge,  to  commit  and  sus- 
pend Mr.  Lawless!  Was  justice  likely  to  be 
impeded,  because,  by  an  extra-judicial  act  of 
the  Judge  himself,  his  opinion  was  subjected  to 

Enhlic  discussion?  Suppose  thearticle  written 
y  Hr.  lawless  to  have  been,  what  it  was  not, 
an  atrocions  liiiel,  founded  in  falsehood,  an  in- 
famous and  defamatory  libel,  where  was  the 
evilf  What  injury  could  it  have  done  to  the 
administration  of  justice  i  Was  it  a  case  of 
emergency !  No,  sir.  It  would  have  iteen  an 
ordinary  case  of  Ubet.  which  could  just  as  well 
have  been  pnnished,  through  the  ordinary 
channel  of  trial  by  jury,  in  two  years,  aa  an^ 
other  libel.  Admit  Uie  impunity  of  Judge 
Feck  from  scrutiny  ■  suppose  nim  (o  have  been 
administering  the  king's  justice,  and  to  have 
been  protected  from  ail  animadversion ;  where 
then  was  the  necessity  for  inflicting  punishment 
by  a  mode  of  trial  which  excluded  all  investi- 
gation; without  any  trial  in  &ct;  witliout  inves- 
tigation; without  the  interposition  of  a  jnry! 
Would  any  man  of  sense  contend,  on  these 

Erinciples,  that  the  judges  of  the  United  States 
ad  any  power^  any  right  to  punish  any  lil>el, 
however  fiagitiouH,  on  any  act  of  the  court, 
after  it  had  been  done  as  a  contempt  ?  Had  the 
people  no  right  to  discuss  the  principles  of  tin 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United 
States?  Had  a  fiontli  Carolina  editor,  for  ex- 
ample, no  right  to  examine  the  opinion  of  that 
oom^  in  the  case  of  Cohen,  and  to  produce  it 
as  evidence  that  the  judges  were  the  ministers 
of  despotism  t    He  demauded  of  this  honorable 
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ooort,  whether  there  was  any  muneasiired 
goege  of  reprobation,  ia  which  a  citizen  mi^ht 
not  indulge  towards  a  conrt  for  pronoonoing 
an  opinion,  and  proclaiming  principles  danger- 
ons  to  liberty,  and  to  the  free  inatitations  of  his 
conntrj?  Would  the  Bnpreme  Conrt  send  the 
Uar^Hl  to  Sontb  Carolina  or  Lonifiiana  to  bring 
BDch  an  editor  before  them  for  contempt,  and 
to  ponish  him  b j  the  sommarj  process  of  at- 
tachment ?  From  his  knowledge  of  that  oonrt, 
and  of  the  Chief  Jiutice,  be  had  no  heeitation 
in  ssjing  that  thej  woiUd  nnanimoaslj,  and 
with  one  accord,  decide  that  they  were  a  conrt 
c^ limited  powers;  that  the^  did  not  possess 
any  anthority  on  the  subject  of  contempte,  ex- 
cept the  inherent  power  to  protect  themselves 
in  the  administration  of  jnstic^  and  to  prevent 
its  obstruction.  To  support  hu  ai^nment,  Ur. 
UoD.  adverted  to  the  sedition  law,  not  for  the 
pnrpose  of  eioiljn^  any  prejudice,  or  reviving 
any  party  feeling,  in  this  honorable  court,  but 
as  ^iTDishlng  some  analogy  for  the  illustraljon 
of  the  present  case.  That  law  was  thoroughly 
nnderatood  by  every  public  man  in  the  conntry. 
It  was  settled  in  the  public  mind  to  be  an  nanrp- 
atiou.  Every  man  of  understanding  conader- 
ed  it  to  have  been  nnconstitutionaj.  And  yet 
it  was  a  mitigation  of  the  common  taw  of  Eng- 
land. It  exploded  the  monetrons  heresy,  that 
Uie  greater  Ihe  truth  the  greater  would  he  the 
libel.  But  it  was  deemed  onconstitntional. 
Congreas  were  oondenmed  not  for  having  pass- 
ed an  act  which  mitigated  the  principles  of  the 
common  law  of  England,  hut  because  they  had 
no  authority  to  pass  any  law  restricting  the 
liberty  of  apeech  or  tS  the  press;  because  they 
had  conferred  on  the  federal  conria  a  power  to 
punish  for  contempt  any  man  who  might  utter 
or  publish  what  they  might  deem  a  libel.  Was 
not  this  a  grievance?  The  law  had  been  re- 
pealed: it  hadbecomeuniversally  odious.  And 
now,  the  President,  the  Senate,  and  the  House 
of  Representatives,  together,  did  not  posBess 
the  power  which  Judge  Peck,  representing  the 
King  of  England,  and  administering  his  justice, 
claimed,  of  punishing  a  citixen  fur  contempt,  in 
daring  to  (jnestion  the  infallibility  of  his  opinion. 
Whence  did  he  derive  a  power  which  did  not  be- 
long to  the  united  functionaries  of  this  Oovem- 
ment  f  Under  the  sedition  law,  the  citizen  ac- 
cused of  a  libel  was  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury, 
and  to  give  the  truth  in  evidence. 

By  its  repeal,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
bad  decided  wat  die  President,  Benat«,  and 
House  of  Bepreaentatives  could  not  subject  a 
atizen  even  to  trial  by  a  jury  for  the  most 
defamatory  libeL  But  here,  in  this  case,  the 
Judge  undertakes,  not  by  the  interposition  of 
a  jury,  but  of  his  own  will,  to  punish  for  con- 
tempt imagined  by  himself^  which  nobody  else 
woud  have  noticed  or  viewed  as  a  contempt. 
Without  law,  this  honorable  Judge  claimed  -a 
power  to  pnnisb,  mnch  greater  than  that  which 
was  poss^sed  by  every  other  branch  of  the 
Government  nuited.  He  claimed  a  power  to 
mahe  the  law,  and  punish  under  it,  at  the  same 
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moment.  This  was  the  most  in&mous  and  ty- 
rannical of  the  whole  tiaena  of  nsnrpations.  We 
had  analogies  in  the  acts  of  Congress  bearing 
on  this  case.  By  the  judicial  act  of  1769,  the 
federal  oonrts  have  the  power  to  pnnish  for 
contempts  committed  dnring  the  progress  of  k 
trial  of  any  cause  depending  in  court  In  car- 
rying this  law  into  effect,  they  might  punidi 
any  act  tending  to  impede  the  course  of  justice, 
any  insult  to  the  court  or  jury,  any  contempt 
perpetrated  in  the  face  of  the  conrt,  by  fine  and 
imprisonment.  The  express  srant  of  ooe  pow- 
er was  the  negation  of  another.  The  power 
conferred  by  this  act  rused  a  presumption  that 
Congress  had  not  intended  ta  go  fnrUier ;  that 
the  federal  courts  possessed  no  other  or  greater 
authority  in  relation  to  contempts.  He  humbly 
conceived  that  the  kind  of  punishment  iutUcated 
by  that  act,  was  that  by  fine  and  imprisonment 
alone.  Kit  were,  it  would  be  most  extraordi- 
nary that  the  ooorts  should  olum  the  power  to 
punish  in  any  other  way  than  by  fine  and  im- 


cooldjnstify  the  respondent?  Althongh  Con- 
gress had  autiioriied  only  fine  and  imprison- 
ment for  the  higher  grades  of  contempt,  the 
respondent  claimed  the  power  to  inflict  a  greater 
punishment  for  the  milder  grades.  In  any 
view,  whether  we  regarded  the  common  law,  the 
laws  or  usages  of  onr  own  country,  or  of  Eng- 
land, or  the  principles  of  the  constitntion,  our 
courts  and  Judges  could  not  inflict  a  greater 
punishment  for  contempt  than  fine  and  imprison- 
ment :  they  could  not  inflict  disfranchisement : 
they  conld  not  deprive  a  man  of  his  occupation, 
bis  inheritance,  or  the  means  of  sabsisting  his 
family.  Such  a  power  was  never  claimed  be- 
fore by  any  tribunal  in  the  civilized  worid. 

It  mast  be  apparent,  by  this  time,  that  the 
district  court  of  Miseoori  had  no  power  to  pnn- 
ish a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  contempt, 
further  than  to  protect  the  court  in  the  actaal 
administration  of  justice.  Even  the  principles 
of  the  common  law  conferred  no  semblance  of 
authority  to  pnnish  a  contempt  against  the 
m^esty  of  a  court.  What  was  the  principle  as- 
sumed in  regard  to  contempts  by  uie  courts  of 
England!  In  the  case  of  the  Emg  iiemt  Al- 
moo,  which  was  no  case  at  all,  a  mere  extra- 
judicial opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Wilmot,  foond 
among  his  papers  after  his  death,  all  the  princi- 
ples l^d  down  in  it  were  the  principles  of  un- 
mitigated jadicial  despotism.  This  ingenious 
and  artfnl  tissue  assumed,  that  the  judges  of 
England  deriving  their  authority  from  the  Ebg 
of  England,  and  administering  the  Eing^s  juf- 
tice,  were  an  emanation  of  his  power,  and  that 
the  same  principle  which  protected  the  charac- 
ter and  person  of  the  King,  as  sacredjprotected 
those  of  his  judges  in  like  manner.  This  opin- 
ion was  going  the  whole.  The  judges,  sitting 
in  the  seat  of  the  King,  conld  not  be  called  to 
account  for  denying  the  writ  of  habeas  corpu^ 
or  refusing  to  grant  it,  without  making  tSt 
Sing  violate  his  coronation  oath  I    This  miser- 
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ittle  tissue  of  sophistrf  and  falsehood  waa  oeed 
lo  TDstif;  the  panishment  of  a  &ir  and  maitlr 
poUkatioa  on  the  law  of  habeaa  corpaa  as  a 
coDtemptl  God  forbid  that  any  man  in  this 
conntrj  ahonld  saj  that  the  opmiooB  of  Jadges 
were  not  a  f^  snbjeot  of  animadveTsion,  or 
that  tbe  proceeding  of  this  honorable  body 
vera  not  also  open  for  disoua^on.  So  man, 
iccoiding  to  this  doctrine,  bad  a  right  to  pub- 
M  taj  tbing,  tme  or  fUse,  conoeming  aaj 
pnbiic  fimctionaiy,  dispBiD^ng  him,  his  onarao- 
ler,  or  opinione.  This  principle  of  the  Engligh 
ooiirts,  sdiatriotjndgeof  the  United  States  has 
bid  the  boldness  to  advance  to  Jnatif;  his  judi- 
dsltyTaonT.  Oonld  this  be  law!  Any  pnb- 
ncation  against  a  priratfl  ciluen  was  prima 
faeie  a  UM :  it  was  the  private  indivlduBl  that 
ODght  to  be  protected  from  calnnmy.  The  same 
iDUDDoitj  did  not  belong  to  the  inihlio  func- 
tionarj.  What  might  properlj-  be  pnniahed 
for  beuw  said  agaiast  a  private  citieen,  it  would 
bejostiuble  to  say  against  a  public  funotionar;. 
Tbare  was  hardly  any  thing,  trae  or  fabe,  that 
ought  not,  with  impnni^,  to  be  allowed  to  be 
published  againsta  pnblio  maii,  rathertban  mn 
the  hazard  of  restrioting  the  liberty  of  disous- 
tioiu  By  the  irreversible  decision  of  the  peo- 
^e  of  the  United  States  npon  the  sedition  law. 
It  had  been  dedded  that  jod  cannot  punish  any 
thing  s^d  ag^nst  a  pnbUo  oEBoer.  A  decision 
so  noaoimoDS  as  that  waa  did  not  exist  on  rec- 
ord. He  woold  now  barely  call  the  attention  of 
Ihii  honorable  conrt  to  one  or  two  British  an- 
tboritiee  to  satiBfy  them  that  Jadge  Feck  had 
iwa  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  even  if  we 
tdmitied  the  force  of  the  common  law  in  thix 
ttraatty.  Bome  of  the  elementary  Englbh  an- 
thers carried  the  doctine  of  contempt  flirther 
thin  others. 

Blaekatone,  in  whose  work,  nnfortonately  for 
many  of  ns,  we  were  educated  as  a  text  book, 
npported  th»  authority  of  the  Kins  on  all  oc- 
caaiima,  and  spoke  of  the  right  of  the  conrt  to 
pnaidi  for  oooseqaential  contempts.  Bat  even 
«  did  not  posh  the  doctrine  as  far  as  this  ty- 
nnnical  Judge  had  done.  Hawkins  broadly 
Ind  down  the  principle,  that  any  words,  how- 
ever tme  or  false,  which  might  be  nttered,  re- 
|«tiadLfiit  of  the  jndge,  were  immediately  fins- 
ne  by  the  oonrt ;  bat  that  the  better  opinion 
ni,  Chat  a  man  conld  not  be  pnnished  for 
void)  sud  ag^nst  a  jndge  not  in  the  aotoal  ez- 
MDtioD  of  Ms  official  dulses.  If  a  man  said 
that  a  jndge  was  a  nomsknll,  and  deserved  to 
b«  hanged  for  giving  snch  an  opinion,  here  was 
icaleinptnoDS  as  well  as  reproachfnl  language ; 
Intthe  man  conld  not  be  pnnished  for  iL  'Hiis 
lud  been  laid  down  by  a  writer  who  poshed 
fts  King's  prerogative  to  ita  ntraoat  limits. 
Soch  a  man  might  say  to  a  jndge  out  of  court, 

fmr  opinion  is  a  fair  snl^ect  of  investigation: 
I  have  a  right  to  pronoanoe  yon  a  fool  or  a 
Kouadr^"  This  langnage  would  not  be  a 
if'oper  anbject  of  indictment.  He  would  not 
F*:ieDd  to  compare  langnage  so  contemptuous 

ad  dineapecttiil  as  this  to  the  publication,  by 


Mr,  Lawless,  of  "A  Oitiien,"  for  which  Mi 
tnaj«flty,  Jndge  Peck,  had  imprisoned,  suspend- 
ed, and  disfranchised  the  aatbor.  His  was  a 
respectful  and  harmless  publication.  He  would 
produce  another  English  elementary  writer. 
According  to  Holt,  it  is  held  in  Eneland  that 
a  judicial  opinion  is  a  fair  snbject  of  disonsrion, 
provided  no  bad  or  cormpt  motive  be  ascribed 
to  the  jndge.  Although  he  would  not  admit 
that  it  was  punishable  to  say  to  a  tyrannical 
judge,  "  you  are  a  judicial  tyrant,"  yet,  even 
acooraing  to  the  English  law,  as  eiiponnded  by 
the  writers  to  whom  he  had  referred.  Judge 
Peek  had  no  right  to  pnnlsh  Mr.  Lawless,  who 
had  aaoribed  no  wrong  or  cormpt  motive  to  his 
opinion  in  the  case  of  Sonlard.  The  power  ex- 
ercised by  that  Judge  waa  the  most  arbitrary 
and  dangerooa  ever  exercised  by  any  court  or 
jndge  in  this  country.  It  waa  a  pregnant  proof 
of  the  danger  of  such  an  exercise  of  judioial 
power,  to  sa^,  as  he  would  declare,  that  the 
power  to  punish  for  contempt,  even  in  oases  of 
neoesMty,  waa  a  dangerous  power,  a  despotic 
power,  an  anomaly,  utterly  incompatible  with 
liberty,  the  essence  of  tyranny  and  despotism. 
It  waa  the  very  illustration  of  tyranny,  that  a 
jndee  might  make  the  law,  61  the  pnnishment, 
and  pnniah,  at  the  same  time.  Could  any  man 
doubt  that  Jndge  Peck  had  aaanmed  the  right 
to  pnniah  a  contempt  against  bts  eaored  person : 
that  he  had  fixed  the  pnniahment,  and  enforced 
it  too ;  that  he  had  performed  the  functions  of 
legislator  and  judge  in  his  own  case  t  Conld 
any  man  donbt  that  this  Judge,  to  gratify  his  vin- 
dictive pasMons,  had,  by  an  arbitrary  and  sum- 
mary process,  deprived  an  American  citizen  of 
his  rig^tH,  subjected  him  to  an  ignominious  con- 
finement in  prison,  and  deprived  bitn  of  the 
means  of  supporting  his  family !  Was  not  such 
a  man  a  Judicial  tyrant,  whose  crimes  called 
aloud  for  exemplary  punishment? 

Mr.  MoDnvFiB  then  proceeded  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  oonn  to  the  publication  of  "A 
Citizen,"  which  Judge  Peck  alleged  to  be  a 
libel,  punishable  as  a  contempt:  and  he  ana- 
lyzed it  paragraph  by  paragraph,  comparing  it 
as  be  went  along  with  Uie  opinion  of  the  Judge, 
on  which  it  waa  a  coramentary,  and  with  the 
answer  to  the  article  of  impeachment,  in  order 
to  show  that  it  was  not  even  a  misrepresenta- 
tion, much  less  a  disrespectM  contempt,  of  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck.  By  this  analytical  pro- 
cess also,  he  woold  demonstrate  that  the  con- 
duct of  that  Judge  to  Ur.  lAwtess  presented 
the  strongest  illustration  of  judicial  despotism 
that  had  ever  been  exercised,  from  the  first 
dawn  of  oivil  liberty  to  the  present  day.  It 
must  have  required  all  the  disordered  imagina- 
tion and  furious  passion  of  this  Jndge  to  distort 
into  a  contemptuous  libel  one  of  the  moat  inno- 
cent pnblicationa  ever  issued  from  the  press. 
As  Qod  was  his  judge,  if  he  did  not  know  the 
respectable  counsel  of  the  respondent,  he  should 
say,  from  the  defence  of  the  Judge,  that  he 
must  have  been  deranged.  No  man  in  his 
senses  could  have  lortnred  the  publication  of 
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Mr.  Lawless  as  be  had  ioae.  In  the  case  of 
Soalard'a  heirs,  althoagb  the  Judge  hod  decided 
against  the  cMmants,  he  stud,  in  his  published 
opinion,  that  it  was  still  open  for  the  aiscnssioD 
of  counsel.  Mr.  Lawless,  thereforej  commenced 
his  pnblication,  with  an  nnbecominK  bamility 
to  the  conrt,  sach  as  no  citizen  ongbt  to  have 
manifested,  by  saying  that  he  wonid  avail  him- 
self of  the  permission  granted  by  the  Jndge,  tc 
point  the  public  attention  to  some  of  the  prin- 
otps]  errors  which  he  thonght  be  bad  discov* 
erod  in  his  opinion.  This  Tery  apology  had 
been  seized  on  by  this  jealons  tyrant,  and  tor- 
tared  into  an  insnlt  upon  the  coort.  The  Jadge 
alleged  that  he  had  not  sud  the  case  was  open 
for  newspaper  disvnaston ;  nor  had  iir.  Lawless 
said  BO.  But  the  Judge  seemed  to  suppose  that 
Mr,  Lawless  had  discovered  a  secret ;  that  by 
the  publication  of  his  opinion,  Jndge  Peck  bad 
shown  BO  little  sense  of  jndtcisl  decency  and  de- 
corum as  to  invite  a  newspaper  discussion  of  a 
case  which  had  been  decided  m  his  court  And 
this  w  as  the  insult  which  Mr,  Lawless  had 
mitted  I  This  was  the  congeries  of  ridiculous 
absurdities  uttered  by  the  Judge  ;  this  wan  the 
defence  which  he  had  dared  to  make  before  the 
highest  tribunal  io  the  United  States  I  Such 
an  idea  never  could  have  been  conceived  by 
aaj  man  of  understanding,  numbly  as  the 
Judge  might  estimate  the  land  claimants  in 
Missouri,  no  one  of  them  would  have  been  t>o 
deficient  in  common  sense  as  to  have  put  the 
oonstmction  which  he  had  put  on  the  apology 
of  Mr.  Lawless.  Mr.  MoD.  then  consecutively 
and  critically  examined  everf  specification  in 
the  publication  of  "A  Citizen,"  with  the  com- 
mentary of  the  Judge  npon  it;  and,  in  relation 
to  the  first,  he  remarked,  among  otber  things, 
that,  with  due  deference  to  Mr.  Lawless,  he 
thought  the  only  crime  he  had  committed  was 
a  violation  of  grammatical  accuracy ;  a  blunder 
which,  ho  believed,  was  common  to  the  Irish, 
and  Scotch  Irish  ;  ho  bad  construed  a  want  of 
power  in  a  sub-delegate  of  Louisiana  to  grant 
land  for  services  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered, 
into  a  prohibition  from  making  such  grants. 
And  for  this  monstrous  and  flagitious  blunder 
in  the  King's  English,  conunitted  by  Mr.  Law- 
less in  the  presence  of  his  honor  Judge  Peck ; 
for  thus  wounding  the  vanity  of  the  Jndge, 
clothed  in  a  tittle  brief  authority,  Mr.  Lawless 
was  charged  with  the  suggeation  of  a  &]sehood, 
and  sent  to  prison  for  a  contempt!  In  the  pro- 
cress  of  his  analysis,  Mr.  MoD,  endeavored  to 
demonstrate,  that  many  of  the  interpretations 
pDt  by  Judge  Peck  upon  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless  could  have  been  conceived  only  by  the 
ver7  spirit  of  judicial  cavilling ;  by  none  hot  a 
tyrant  in  the  meridian  of  iis  tyranny ;  by 
DothinK  bat  the  very  genius  of  despotism  in 
its  maddest  freaks.  He  pronounced  Judge  Peck 
himself  to  be  the  most  accomplished  libeller 
that  had  ever  appeared  in  a  conrt  of  jostice, 
and  declared  that  his  whole  commentary  upon 
the  publication  of  "A  Citizen,"  was  a  tissue  of 
libeli  olfcusive  to  decency.      The  charge  of 
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Calsehood,  absurdity,  libel,  ran  tbrough  it ;  it 
was  tlie  phantom  which  haunted  bis  imaging. 
tion  when  he  bent  this  man  to  prison.  Frail 
would  be  the  tenure  by  which  the  people  would 
bold  their  litwrties,  if  an  American  cituen  could 
be  punished  by  a  judge  for  the  coinagt  of  his 
own  brain ;  if,  frantic  with  rage,  by  a  species 
of  Gcbool-boy  cavilling,  he  might  perpetrate 
this  indignity  upon  an  American  citizen! 

Mr.  Lawless  had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fkcts 
and  the  laws  in  relation  to  land  claims  in  Miv 
soori  at  the  time  of  writing  and  publishing  the 
article  for  which  be  was  punished.  He  had 
approached  much  nearer  to  grammadcal  and 
substantial  accuracy  than  had  been  snppoMd 
by  Mr.  MoD.  yesterday.  He  had  oorreotly  rep- 
resented the  opinions  of  Judge  Peek.  The 
Judge  had,  nevertheless,  declared  in  his  answer, 
in  relation  to  almost  every  epeciflcatioii  in  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  that  it  was  nntme. 
Were  Mr.  Lawless  the  Judge,  Jndge  Peck  him- 
self would  be  liable  to  be  attached  and  pnnished 
for  contempt ;  but  God  forbid,  that  Mr.  Iaw- 
leas  should,  in  that  event,  have  the  power  to 
decide  npon  his  own  ease.  That  gentleman 
had,  in  his  publication,  imputed  to  the  Judge 
the  doctrine  that  the  regulations  of  the  Goventor 
General  of  I^ouiaiana  hod  the  effect  of  annulling 
the  grants  of  lands  for  services.  It  was  fortu- 
nate for  Mr.  Lawless  that  this  case  had  occurred 
in  IS26,  before  the  great  national  question  of 
nullification  had  been  rused :  if  it  had  not,  Mr. 
I.awless  might  have  been  attached  and  punish- 
ed for  charging  Jndge  Peek  with  nullifying  the 
regulations  of  the  Governor  General.  The 
vanity  of  the  Judge  had  been  cut,  by  giving  bis 
opinions  without  his  remarks.  Mr.  Lawless 
had  given  the  substance,  stripped  of  the  feath- 
ers. He  had  dared,  with  sacrilegious  hands, 
to  tear  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  from  his  aacrcd 
context,  and  to  give  it  to  the  public  without 
his  arguments ;  and  for  this  he  was  to  be  sent 
to  jail,  disfranchised,  and  deprived  of  his  rights. 
Having  completed  hia  analysis  of  the  publi- 
cation of  Mr.  Lawless,  of  which  no  snfficient 
idea  can  be  formed  from  this  imperfect  report, 
Mr.  MoD.  appealed  to  the  candor  of  the  honor- 
able court,  to  say  whether  that  publication  con- 
tained a  solitary  word  or  syllable  disrespectful 
or  contemptuous  to  the  court  or  the  Judge.  It 
would  be  difficolt  for  them  to  lay  their  finger  npon 
any  political  or  other  publication  so  perfectly 
respectful  as  that  was.  Was  there  in  it  a  word 
of  censure  or  qf  reproach  t  It  was  the  practice 
in  South  Carolina  for  every  lawyer  to  make  his 
own  statement  of  any  exoeptions  which  he  may 
take  to  an  opinion  of  the  judees  in  the  ooarts 
below,  and  to  lay  it  before  Uie  same  indxes, 
who  constituted  the  Court  of  Appeals  m  Uiat 
State.  There  was  not  one  case  in  one  hundred 
of  that  description  in  which  the  lawyers  were 
correct  in  giving  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
Mr.  lawless  bad  been  in  representing  IJie 
nion  of  Judge  Peck.  They  were  not  expect- 
to  gho  the  dress  and  the  feathers  oi  the 
Judge.    They  were  expected  to  give  the  opinioD 
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u  Ihef  nnderetood  it.  Ur.  ICoD.  said  Ite  h«d 
HT«r  made  a  Btatement  m  a  bill  of  ezceptioas 
u  Dorrectt;  aa  that  which  had  been  made  bj 
Kr.  Lawless,  in  his  pablioatioti  of  the  opinion 
o(  laige  Peck.  DifferlDg,  na  he  did,  &om  the 
Judge,  it  was  natural  that  he  should  pat  e.  dif- 
fatBl  constractJOD  upon  his  opiniong ;  bat  for 
thii  DO  lawyer  in  that  State  had  ever  been  sent 
to  jiil.  Every  man,  whetGer  in  onr  oonrts  or 
ID  the  gladialorial  halls  of  l^alation,  vaa  liable 
to  have  his  argDment  misiinderstood  and  mia- 
rqir«seat«d :  but  he  did  not  wisoe  at  this,  or 
riie  np  on  every  oocaaion,  and  aay,  I  did  not 
mike  that  remark  or  that  ar^omeDt.  Was 
BTBry  mas  to  b«  poniahed  for  misconoeiTing  an 

Tmuit  or  an  opiaion  f 
le  Secretai?  nariog,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
MoD.,  read  to  the  court  the  pablioation  of  Ur. 
Lawless,  that  honorable  manager  appealed,  with 
perfect  oonfidenoe,  to  the  eonrt,  to  say  whether 
a  more  hannless  or  reepectM  pablication  coold 
have  been  made ;  whether  a  man,  who  could 
regard  that  pablication  bb  a  contempt,  and  pun- 
ish it  by  sending  Its  author  to  jail,  and  depriv- 
iag  him  of  bis  rij^t  to  follow  his  professional 
occopatjon,  and  rac  the  means  of  subsisting  his 
(kmily,  was  not  a  Judicial  tyrant,  calling  for 
exsmplaiy  pnni^ment  at  the  hands  of  this  au- 
gnst  tribonal  1  According  to  the  principles 
which  be  had  cited  from  the  English  books, 
inj  ml^ect  of  England  might  pablish  a  com- 
meotary  or  ui  opinion  of  a  Jadge,  if  be  did 
not  ascribe  oormpt  motives  to  it.  It  was  pub- 
lic property,  and  liable  to  animadversion,  pro- 
Tided  that  the  fur  limits  of  criticism  were  not 
truaeended.  Thia  was  the  English  law.  The 
Ooostitntion  of  the  United  States  was  more 
fna,  ind  allowed  a  greater  latitude.  What 
WH  the  critidsm  of  Ur.  Lawless  I  Was  it  npon 
the  oiHDlon  of  the  court  t  "So,  sir :  that  judg- 
neal  had  been  pronounced  six  months  before. 
^  decree  had  been  entered.  Ur.  Lawless  had 
not  taken  exception  to  it  after  the  case  Bad 
been  taken  out  of  that  conrt.  The  criticism 
was  upon  the  long  argument  of  Judge  Peck, 

Cbliahed  in  a  newspaper,  after  the  judgment 
d  been  rendered.  The  case  was  pending  he- 
fore  the  gopreme  Court  of  the  TJnit«d  States ; 
lad  Jadge  Peck  might  have  been  attached  for 
a  contempt  of  that  court,  in  publishing  hia  ar- 
gment  is  tiie  newspapers,  upon  much  better 
gronods  than  those  upon  which  be  attached 
and  punished  Ur^  lawless.  The  opinion  of 
Juc^  Peck  as  pnbUshed,  had  not  been  deliv' 
(red  in  term  time ;  it  was  published  in  vaca- 
ticn.  Ht.  Lawless  had  just  as  mnch  right  to 
critieiie  it  as  the  Judge  had  to  pablish  it ;  and 
it  WIS  entitled  to  no  more  respect  than  if  it 
had  been  delivered  on  the  hustings.  We  had 
heard  mnch  about  judicial  decency  and  de- 
eorom.  Judge  Pock  had  mtsconoeived  both  by 
gontf;  into  the  newspapers ;  and  his  published 
ofnuKHi  was  not  entitled  to  the  decent  and  re- 
neetfid  notice  which  it  had  received  from  Ur. 
uwlen.  Any  citizen  posseased  a  full,  froe, 
and  dear  right  to  investigate  that  opinion.  He 
TouXL-e 


ooD^dered  th«  Judge  to  have  been  extremely 
censurable,  in  pnbfishiDg  his  opinion  while 
the  case  was  pending  before  the  Supreme  Conrt 
of  the  United  States.  Whatever  might  be  the 
character  of  the  contempt  imputed  to  Ur.  Law- 
less, whatever  might  be  thought  of  it,  the  Judge 
had  transcended  the  limits  of  all  authority  in 
inflicting  upon  him  the  particular  punishment 
which  ho  had  visited  upon  him  for  the  offeooe. 
Fine  and  imprisonment  were  the  only  punish- 
ment of  a  citizen  anthorized  by  the  taw  of  Ei^ 
land  or  of  the  Uoited  States  in  cases  of  contempt. 
Certainly,  Congress  had  never  delegated  any 
ower  to  inflict  a  greater  punishment  for  the 
ighesC  grades  of  contempt.  Any  officer  of  a 
ourt,  any  attorney  practising  in  a  conrt,  for 
malversation,  fraud,  peculation,  unfair  dealing 
with  hie  clients,  for  any  base  or  disgraoefdl  set, 
where  convicted  of  fraud  or  peijury,  might  be 
stricken  from  the  rolls  of  the  court,  as  unworthy 
of  confidence.  For  these  causes,  in  England  and 
the  Unltod  States,  the  courts  had  assumed  the 
power  of  striking  from  their  lists  of  practising 
attorney's.  But  Judge  Peck  had  not  pretended 
that  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  guilty  of  any  of  these. 
Did  not  this  honorable  court  perceive  that  there 
was  no  relation  between  the  oSence  and  the 

funishment  of  that  gentleman  1  Because  Judge 
eck's  dignity  had  been  offended,  becanse  he 
chose  to  think  the  pnblication  of  Ur.  Lawless 
calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and  contempt  upon 
ourt,  had  he  a  right  to  strike  him  from  the 
list  of  attorneys  practising  in  his  court,  and  to 
deprive  him  and  his  family  of  the  means  of 
stenoel  Mr.  Lawless  was  a  lawyer,  a 
public  man,  in  relation  to  the  pecuniary  interest 
of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  the  ciiizena  of 
Uiseonri ;  they  had  a  right  to  hia  professional 
services,  and  this  tyrannical  Judge  had  said  that 
he  would  deprive  him  of  his  and  their  rights. 
He  had  exercised  a  tremendons  power,  not  call- 
ed for  by  any  public  consideration,  nor  justified 
by  any  taw,  but  originating  in  the  malevolent 
passions  of  the  petty  judge  by  whom  the  sen- 
tence had  been  pronounced.  Havsg  presented 
to  the  court  the  facta  and  the  grounds  npon 
which  the  managers,  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentativea,  prayed  its  jadgment  in  thia 
caae.  Mr.  UoD.  would  offer  a  few  general  re- 
marks on  the  danger,  the  real,  great,  and  alarm- 
ing danger  of  the  precedent  which  would  be 
established  by  this  honorable  oonrt  if  Judge 
Peck  should  be  sufiered  to  go  unpunished  for 
this  high  misdemeanor. 

He  bad  violated  the  liberty  of  the  press  in 
the  most  dangerons  form.  He  had  violated  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  by  drawing  to  himself  the 
power  to  try  and  panish  in  a  summary  manner 
an  offence  which,  if  it  were  one,  was  a  proper 
subject  of  ordinary  indictment  and  trial.  And 
he  had  defended  his  tyrannical  conduct  by  the 
allegation,  that  the  charge  of  violating  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  waa  the  stale  declamation  by 
which  demagogues,  slanderers,  and  libellers, 
attempted  to  justiiy  themaelveis,  and  to  bring 
the  Goveniment  into  contempt     He  troatea 
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that  libertj,  tie  liberty  of  the  press,  was  not 
thus  to  be  lao^bed  and  sneered  out  of  the  cap- 
ital of  the  United  States  by  a  petty  provinciKl 
indge.  When  a  European  raonardi  had  been 
narled  from  his  throne  for  daring  to  violate  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  were  we  to  be  told  that 
the  liberty  of  Uie  press  was  only  the  ^eme  of 
demagogues?  Tyrants,  alone,  would  so  de^g- 
nate  it.  It  had  been  justly  said,  that  tbe  liber- 
ties of  mankind  oould  not  sorvive  tbe  destnic- 
tion  of  the  liberty  of  the  prcas.  Evea  Hume, 
the  English  historian,  the  apologist  of  tyrants, 
had  declared,  that  no  people  banng  the  libertT 
of  the  press  conld  be  enslaved.  He  had  swO, 
that  the  only  difference  in  Government,  be- 
tween his  time  and  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  was, 
that,  when  he  wrote,  England  ei^oyed  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press ;  that,  with  this  privilege, 
Turkey  herself  would  be  comparatively  free. 
And  yet  we  are  told  by  this  Judge,  that  this 
was  the  theme  of  demagogues.  He  celled  upon 
this  honorable  court  to  look  at  the  danger  of 
the  precipice  on  which  they  stood,  if  they  set 
the  precedent  of  soquitttng  this  Judge,  Sup- 
pose he  ^ould  be  condemned  by  this  tribmial ; 
suppose  he  should  go  back  to  Missouri,  and 
proclaim  that  he  had  been  made  the  victim  of 
party  feeling,  as  he  had  said  in  defence  before 
the  other  House,  where  be  had  grossly  reflected 
Dpon  that  House ;  suppose,  that  when  he  ar- 
rived in  Missouri,  he  should  make  the  welkin 
ring  with  his  charges  against  this  court ;  would 
they,  at^r  the  sedition  law  had  been  driven 
from  the  statute  t>ook,  make  themselves  the 
legislators,  and  judges,  and  eiecutioners,  of  the 
law,  by  punishing  Judge  Feck  for  his  calumnies 
against  them  ?  Woald  any  man  think  of  send- 
ing for  him  to  answer  for  the  free  investigation 
which  he  might  think  proper  to  indulge  in) 
Would  this  honorable  coort  aot  upon  the  prin- 
ciple which  they  would  consecrate  by  tbe  ac- 
quittal of  Judge  Peck  ?    And  yet  such  would 


within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  upon  the  princi- 
ples asserted  by  Jndge  Peck,  unless  tiis  honor- 
able court  would  say  that  it  would  be  extremely 
dangerous  for  the  President,  Senate,  and  House 


Pei^  had  puniened  Mr.  Lawless.  Should  the 
Senate  of  Rome  not  punish  a  libel,  and  yet  del- 
egate the  power  to  punish  to  its  pr ovim^  pro- 
consuls  t  Should  it  be  said  that  a  pro-consul, 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  his  fellow-citiaens, 
may  eseroiee  a  power,  may  be  trusted  with  this 
power,  rather  than  the  Senate  of  Rome  ?  It 
was  said  that  the  King  of  England  could  do  no 
wrong,  and  that  the  judges,  deriving  their  au- 
thority from  him,  and  administering  bis  justice, 
were  entitled  to  an  equal  protection.  Judge 
Peck  derived  his  power  from  the  President  and 
Senate.  You  may  slander  them  as  much  as 
you  choose ;  and  yet  you  may  not  slander  this 
pitiful  emanation  of  their  authority. 
Mr.  McD.  contended  that,  if  any  public  func- 


tionary onght  to  he  held  responsible  to  the 
press,  which  was  the  organ,  the  only  truo  or- 
gan, of  the  people,  it  was  the  judges,  who  alone 
held  their  officee  during  good  befaarior.      If 


them  for  transgressing  it.  In  this  age,  wben 
tyrants  were  overwhelmed,  and  thrones  orer- 
tumed,  for  violating  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
would  you  suffer  your  judges  to  trample  npon 
it  with  impunity  1  He  had  always  heea  in 
favor  of  the  independence  of  the  jadiriary,  and 
against  the  rotatory  principle;  but  if  the  doc- 
trine, that  the  judges  were  not  liable  to  the 
animadversion  of  uie  public  press,  be  estab- 
lished, God  forbid  that  he  should  permit  the 
independence  of  the  judiciary  to  continue  for  a 
lent  longer  than  he  could  help.  A  jodge 
as  impalpable  as  ur,  if  yon  could  not  reach 
him  through  the  public  press.  You  must  per- 
mit him  to  go  on  with  his  outrages,  withoDt 
complaint,  until  you  could  bring  him  before 
this  august  tribunal.  You  might  bring  him  to 
account  here,  but  nowhere  else.  Had  we  come 
to  this,  that  we  may  not  call  a  judicial  tyrant  by 
his  right  name ;  that  we  may  not  call  him  to 
account  for  his  crimes  and  misdemeanors)  In 
the  worst  days  of  Paris  the  cry  of  tyranny  wu 
allowed.  "  Down  with  the  tyrant "  was  echoed 
and  re-echoed  from  one  end  of  Paris  to  the 
other.  Bat  when  a  Judge  committed  an  out- 
rage, we  may  not  characterize  it  in  the  qtpro- 


It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  disguise  it  If 
tliia  Judge  should  be  held  goiltless,  there  conld 
be  no  judicial  outrage  which  would  not  be 
clearly  justified  by  the  [irecedeiit.  It  had  never 
occuTT^  t«  a  m^ority,  in  tbe  most  inflammable 
times,  to  punish  so  harmless  an  article  as  that 
for  which  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  punished.  Tbe 
precedent  of  an  acquittal  in  this  case  would  Jna- 
tify^any  judge  in  laying  down  any  principle  to 
justify  such  an  outrage.  The  most  insidious 
encroachment  of  power  would  be  sanctioned 
by  precedents  of  tois  kind.  It  was  no  extrav- 
agant supposition  to  imagine  that  this  Govern- 
ment miglit,  at  some  period  hereafter,  be  ad- 
miuistcrea  under  tbe  influence  of  party  pas- 
sions; that  a  party  might  get  into  power  by 
intrigue  and  management,  and  that  it  might 
occur  to  that  party,  consisting  of  a  Ainority,  to 
attempt  to  maintain  their  power  by  maczling  or 
uppressing  the  freedom  of  the  press.  They 
night  not  pass  a  sedition  law,  but  they  might 
ppoint  ten  thousand  district  and  territorial 
juoges ;  they  might  send  justices  of  the  peace 
into  every  town  and  parish  in  the  Union  '  and 
each  of  these,  npon  the  doctrine  of  Judge  Peek, 
might  drag  an  editor  before  bim,  pnnisb  him 
for  contempt,  and  thus  destroy  the  liberty  of 
the  press.  It  was  impossible  to  tell  the  extent 
to  which  this  principle  might  be  carried  by 
party  judges,  in  party  times.  It  must  appear 
mndi  Detter,  in  the  view  of  every  statennan, 
to  suffer  the  roost  ni^nst  libels  to  be  published 
in  the  newE^apera,  and  to  let  their  poisoned 
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uTowB  recoil  upon  themselvea,  titan  to  snp- 
pnes  the  liberty  of  the  press.  But  wh&t  was 
tLe  liberty  of  Mr.  Lawlees,  according  to  the 
pncticaJ  doctrine  of  Jadge  Peck  I  It  was  the 
ubertj  of  beine  seat  to  prison,  incarcerated 
irith  eomnion  felons,  and  deprived  of  the  means 
of  bis  mbnstence,  for  respectfnllj  differing  in 
(pinion  vtith  the  Jud^ 

A  wise  man  of  sntiquitf,  upon  being  aaked 
what  was  tiie  best  form  of  Qovenuneat,  Justi- 
fied the  charaet«r  which  he  had  received  by 
ibe  answer,  that  that  was  thtf  best  in  which  an 


igle  e 


tsfelt  a 


injury  done  to  the  wliole  oommnnity.  There 
was  not  a  man  in  the  conntry  that  ought  not  to 
make  Ihe  injury  done  to  Lnke  E.  lawless  his 
own.  Te  were  told  that  he  was  an  Irishman. 
He  deserved  infinite  credit,  when  ordered  to 
prison,  fijr  the  moderation  which  he  exhibited, 
for  not  dragging  the  tyrant,  as  Yiiginios  had 
dragged  the  tyrant  Awlas,  from  the  throne. 
As  God  was  bis  jodge,  be  beUeved,  that  if  the 
cue  of  Hr.  Lawless  had  been  his ;  if  he  had 

of  the 

dragged  him  from  his  seat  on  the  bench.  He 
bid  bis  whole  life  lived  in  abhorrence  of 
de^wtisn,  in  even  shape,  whether  in  a  Jndge. 
or  su  oveneer  of  slaves ;  and  be  considered 
tbtt  this  petty  Jndge  had  been  gnilty  of  tyran- 
nical ooodnct  wbiob  would  have    ■  ■ 


Ity  of  tyran 
disgraced  i 


TcuDAT,  December  2L 
Trial  qfjadft  Peek. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  aOonrt 
of  Impeachment 

The  Home  of  Representatives  i^me  into  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  took  their  Beats. 

Ur.  HoDnsTTZ  resumed  the  floor,  and  eon- 
eladed  his  opening  speech,  oommenced  yest«r- 
diT,  against  the  respondeat.  [The  remarks 
■nade  on  both  days  are  embodied  above,  instead 
of  dividing  them,  as  delivered.] 

lb.  BrOBANAN  then  offered  the  documentary 
tridence  in  behalf  of  the  prosecntion. 

The  court  tbeK  a^jonmed. 

WionaDAT,  December  22, 
Trial  o/Jvdgt  Ptoh. 
The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachment, 

Ibe  day  was  occupied  in  receiving  the  testi- 
nway  of  Luki  K  Lawuss,  and  in  eiamining 
^^f.  Before  the  oross-examination  was  finish- 
ed, the  Court  adjourned. 

TorrssDAi,  December  SS. 
Trial  of  Judge  Ptek. 
At  twdve  o'clock  the  Senate  again  resolved 
Melf  into  a  Hi^  Court  of  Impeachment 


The  cross -examinatjon  of  Mr.  Lawlbss  was 

resumed,  and  continued  during  the  whole  of 
the  sitting  of  this  day.  In  the  eonrse  of  that 
examination,  both  yesterday  and  to-dsy,  a  va- 
riety of  points  were  r^sed,  and  argned  with 
great  ability  by  the  managers  and  the  counsel 
for  the  respondent,  on  the  admissibility  of  cer- 
tiun  qneations  propounded  to  the  witness.  The 
mmt  important  of  these,  and  that  the  decision 
of  which  will  probably  protract  the  cross-exam- 
ination at  least  a  day  or  two,  was  the  point, 
whether  Mr.  Lawless  shonld  be  required  to  say, 
whether  certtun  designated  passages  in  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Pee^  in  the  case  of  Soolard's 
heirs,  were  the  parts  of  that  opinion  npon 
whicn  he  based  the  assertion,  made  in  the  pab- 
lication  of  "A  Citizen,"  that  Jndge  Peck  had 
assumed  the  position,  "  that,  by  the  Ordinance 
of  1754,  a  Bub-del^ate  under  the  Spanish  Qov- 
emment  of  Louisiana  was  prohibited  from 
making  a  grant  of  lands  in  consideration  of  ser- 
vices rendered,  or  to  be  rendered?"  The  Sen- 
ate, after  ingenions  and  able  orgaments  by  Mr. 
BnoRANAN  and  Mr.  Stobbs,  in  behalf  ^  the 
managers,  and  by  Mr.  Wirt,  in  behalf  of  the 
respondent,  decided,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-two  to 
ten,  that  the  question  might  be  put,  and  must 
be  answered.  This  wilL  it  is  supposed,  lead  to 
a  similar  examination  of  the  witness  in  relation 
to  the  grounds  upon  which  he  advanced  all  the 
propositions  contained  in  his  poblication  on  the 
opinion  of  Jadge  Feck,  for  which  he  was  com- 
mitted and  suspended  from  practice  by  the 
Jndgei. 


to  the  general  reader  as  to  the  circumstances 
which  have  led  to  this  impeachment.  It  ia 
therefore  subjoined.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  heirs  of  Soulard  filed  a  petition  in  the 
District  Court  for  Missouri,  of  which  the  re- 
spondent la.  and  was  the  Judge,  to  try  the 
validity  of  their  clum  to  ten  thousand  arpents 
of  land,  under  a  concesmon  alleged  to  have 
been  issued  by  Tradeaa,  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Upper  Louisiana,  to  Antoine  Soulard, 
the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners.  Mr.  Lawless 
was  the  counsel  in  the  case. 

Lcn  Edwabd  Lawless,  Esq.,  having  been 
called  and  sworn,  gave  a  historical  narrative  of 
the  proceedings,  so  far  as  related  to  the  case  of 
Soukrd,  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  State  of  Missouri,  onder  the  act 
of  Congress  of  1824,  enabling  the  claimants  to 
lands  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  to  institnte  pro- 
ceedings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims, 
and  in  relation  to  the  circumstances  which  had 
led  to  bis  commitment  and  suspension  by  that 
court  He  testified,  in  scbstance,  that,  in  the 
case  of  Soulard'e  heirs  against  the  United  States, 
he  had,  as  counsel  for  the  pl^ntiffs,  argned  it 
on  a  general  demurrer.  It  was  thought  by  some 
of  the  profession  whom  he  consulted,  that  it 
would  be  well  to  have  bis  argument  printed ; 
and  it  was  accordingly  printed.  Upon  the  ex- 
hibition to  him  by  Mr.  BdooAiiAM,  one  of  the 
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honorable  managers,  of  one  of  the  printed  cop- 
ies (A  the  argtunent,  he  said  that  it  was  the 
same.  The  demnirer  was  Bubeequeutlr  with- 
drawn; and  the  I>istrict  Attornay  filed  his 
answer  to  the  petition  of  the  cldmanta.  While 
tabing  the  deposition  of  one  of  the  former  Lien- 
tenant  GoTernors  of  Upper  Louiaiana,  Jadge 
Peck  mentioned  that  he  had  read,  or  had  caused 
to  be  read  to  him,  the  argniuent  of  Mr.  Law- 
less, a  copy  of  which  that  gentleman  s^d  he 
bad  sent  to  him  before  that  time.  When,  the 
court  again  sat,  Judge  Peck  directed  an  issue 
to  try  the  question,  whether  saoh  a  concession 
as  that  onder  whidi  the  pluntiffa  claimed  the 
lands  in  question  had  ever  been  madet  It 
was  found  that  it  had  been  made ;  snch  as  it 
was  set  forth  to  be  in  the  petition  of  tbe  claim- 
ants. The  cause  then  came  on  upon  its  merits 
and  the  proofs.  Ur.  Lawless  again  argued  it 
very  roach  at  length.  This  was  in  the  nprin^  of 
1826.  The  coart  took  the  case  nnder  advise- 
ment, and  reserved  it  for  future  deciMon.  He 
was  absent,  and  the  Judge  decided  it  in  his  ab- 
sence. Mr.  Lawless  was  not  present  when  tbe 
decision  was  made ;  bnt  Judge  Peck  postponed 
making  up  tbe  record  for  taking  an  appeal 
until  the  coonsel  returned.  When  he  returned. 
the  record  was  made  up,  the  appeal  token,  and 
the  appeal  bond  given.  This  was  in  Becem- 
ber,  182fi.  In  Uarcb  following,  about  the  30th 
he  ea^  in  the  Republican  newspaper,  published 
at  SL  Louis,  an  article  headed,  "  Feck,  Jndge," 
and  found  it  to  pnr[)ort  to  be  an  opinion  or 
argument  in  Justification  of  the  decree  of  the 
District  Oourt  entered  in  tbe  case  of  Sonlard's 
heirs  sgunst  the  United  States. 

It  appeared  to  him  to  contun  a  great  many 
errors,  m  fact  and  in  doctrine.  It  appeared  to 
him  to  be  calculated  injuriously  to  affect  the 
public  opinion  upon  that  and  a  variety  of  other 
similar  claims,  in  which  he  was  concerned  as 
counsel.  The  article  was  anonymous,  and  he 
looked  on  it  as  an  argnment  not  presented  by 
the  Judge,  when  his  opinion  was  delivered.  It 
produced  a  great  sensation,  tend^  to  depress 
the  hopes  of  bis  clients,  and  t«  depreciate  con- 
siderably the  value  of  their  property.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  rather  to  be  an  inquiry  of  what 
tlie  l&w  abould  be,  than  a  peremptory  decision 
of  what  it  was.  In  the  opening  of  that  opin- 
ion, tbe  Jndge  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  law, 
and  seemed  to  feel  as  if  he  were  wandering 
through  s  wilderness  to  reach  the  desired  ol^ect. 
Further  discussion  seemed  to  be  invited  of  the 
points  involved  in  that  decision.  Taking  all 
these  considerations  into  view,  and  believing 
that  as  a  citizen,  independently  of  his  character 
as  counsel,  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to  point 
out  the  errors  in  the  published  opinion  d'  the 
Judge,  and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  he  conld,  the 
injury  they  were  likely  to  produce,  Mr.  Lawless 
took  up  his  .pen,  and  wrote  the  article  signed 
"  A  Citizen,"  which  was  published  in  the  Mis- 
souri Advocate  and  St.  Louis  Enquirer  of  the 
8th  of  April,  in  the  same  year.  Shortly  after 
thftt  the  District  Court  sat  by  special  aqjo 


mant.    He  attended,  and  took  bis  place  in  conrt. 

l7pon  taking  his  seat,  and  dLsposiug  of  some 
business,  the  Judge  pulled  a  newspaper  out  of 
his  pocket,  stated  what  paper  it  was,  and  asked, 
with  apparent  emotion,  who  was  its  editor, 
addressing  himself,  as  Mr.  Lawless  thomght, 
particularly  to  the  District  Attorney,  or  to  the 
bar  generally.  Mr.  Lawless  repjiea,  that  be 
knew  who  was  the  editor  of  Uie  paper,  and 
that  it  was  one  Stephen  W.  Foreman.  He  be~ 
lieved,  from  his  manner,  that  the  Judge  had 
in  view  the  article  which  he  had  written  ;  and 
be  was  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be 
brought  up  for  discussion.  The  Judge  asked 
Mr.  Lawless  if  he  would  swear  to  tbe  fact  as  to 
tbe  editor.  He  said  he  would,  and  was  accord- 
ingly sworn.  Describing  the  article  Judge 
Peck  dictated  a  role  upon  the  editor,  to  show 
cause  why  he  had  pabuahed  it.  Tbe  rule  was 
served  upon  the  editor,^ad  Mr.  Lawless  volun- 
teered as  counsel  for  him,  he  being  tbe  anthor 
of  tbe  article,  and  considering  it  his  duty  to 
defend  the  editor.  He  applied  to  no  other  per- 
son to  appear  for  him.  Mr.  Lawless  urged 
the  editor  by  no  means  to  give  up  tiie  anthor, 
ujung  every  argument  that  he  could  to  satisfy 
him  that  it  was  his  duty  not  to  yield  on  snch 
an  occasion.  He  appeared  in  court  the  da; 
after  the  order  was  issned,  and  defended  the 
editor  on  all  the  grounds  which  sugnested  them- 
selves to  his  mind ;  on  the  gronnd  of  the  per- 
fect tmth  of  the  article,  and  of  the  absence  on 
its  face  of  all  intention  to  commit  a  contempL 
In  demonstrating  the  truth  of  the  article,  he 
recurred  to  the  pnblished  opinion  of  the  Judge, 
to  all  that  the  article  contained,  and  pursued 
the  same  course  of  argument,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, as  far  as  his  humble  abilities  would  per- 
mit, which  lad  been  taken  by  the  honorable 
Manager  who  had  opened  this  case.  He  pro- 
dnced  bU  the  authorities  which  he  could  rake 
up  on  the  occasion,  to  show  that  the  publication 
of  "A  Oitizen"  was  not  a  contempt.  Imme- 
diately after  condnding  his  argument,  which, 
he  thought,  bad  occupied  more  than  one  day,  he 
left  the  court ;  and  he  understood  that  Mr.  Gey- 
er,  B  gentJeman  of  the  St.  Louis  bar,  had  also 
afterwards  stepped  forward  in  defence  of  tbe 

When  Mr.  Lawless  returned  into  court, 
he  fonnd  Jadge  Peck  about  to  make  the  role 
absolute  for  an  attachment  upon  tbe  editor. 
Considering  that  the  Judge  appeared  to  point 
at  him  as  the  author  of  the  article,  inasmnch 
as  the  rights  of  his  clients  were  involved  in  the 
case,  be  changed  his  view  of  the  course  which 
the  editor  ot^ht  to  pursue,  and  assented  to  the 
giving  up  of  his  own  name  as  the  author.  Ur. 
Foreman  was  then  discharged  from  tlie  rule, 
and  a  mle  was  made  on  Mr.  Lawless,  to  show 
cause  why  an  attachment  should  not  issue 
against  him,  and  why  he  should  not  be  sus- 
pended from  practice  in  that  court  for  having 
written  the  article  as  set  forth  in  the  attach- 
ment. Mr.  Geyer,  Mr.  Magennis,  and  Mr. 
Strother,  members  of  the  bar,  appeared  befbre 
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Judge  Peck,  the  next  day,  he  believed,  and 
uglked  the  matter  oa  his  oounseL  When  thej 
tttimpted  to  demonstrate  the  intrinMc  troth  of 
tk»  Hilda  of  "  A  Citizen,"  they  were  stopped 
bf  the  Judge,  told  that  be  had  decided  uid  dis- 
pc««d  of  tlut  qaeetion,  and  that  it  wu  not  ooen 
for  further  u^ment  They  then  proeeedeu  to 
diaous  the  questions  of  pare  law  on  the  merita 
of  the  caw.  Their  authorities  and  aixoments 
oatliat  point  were  overmled  bj  the  Judge,  who 
ordered  the  article  to  be  read  to  hiro,  paragraph 
bj  paragraph,  b;  Hr.  Bates,  the  District  At- 
tomej,  and  proceeded  to  examine  and  comment 
apon  each  paragraph  as  it  was  read.  The  i 
ner  of  the  Judge,  in  treating  the  sabjeet,  was 
ezceedlngtj  vebemeDt;  he  was  more  irapaa- 
^oned  than  he  had  ever  seen  him.  In  hii 
observations,  he  permitted  himself  to  use  ex- 
preauons  wluch  Mr.  Lawless  considered  offeu- 
wre  to  him  as  a  man  and  a  gentleman.  The 
witaeM  felt  himself  irritated  by  them,  and 
perhaps  his  countenance  eihibitea  evidences  of 
that  irritation.  He  was  apprehensive  that  he 
might  betraj  his  feelings  b  j  some  expression  or 
gesture,  and  he  thonght  it  best  to  leave  the 
court.  He,  therefore,  asked  his  Mend,  Ur. 
Gejo',  if  he  thon^t  it  would  be  a  contempt 
for  him  to  leave  the  eonrt  while  the  Judge  was 
speakmg:  Ur.  Geyer  thought  no  contempt 
could  be  inferred  team  his  leaving  the  conrt. 
He  row  np  and  left  the  court,  and  went  to  the 
Circuit  Court  for  the  county  of  St.  Loais,  then 
sitting,  before  which  it  so  h^pened  that  a  case, 
in  which  he  was  employed  as  leading  oonnsel, 
WIS  aboQt  to  be  tried.  It  was  the  case  of  some 
slaves,  who  had  sned  Peter  Cboteaa  for  the 
rccorery  of  their  freedom.  He  was  counsel 
for  the  defendant.  While  this  trial  was  pro- 
ceeding, he  was  informedby  the  deputy  marahal 
the  rule  of  an  attachment  against  him  had  t>een 
nude  absolute  by  Judge  Feck ;  and  he  was, 
therefore,  obliged  to  leave  the  Oironit  Court, 
When  he  appeared  in  the  District  Oonrt, 
cosdneted  by  the  deputy  marshal,  he  was 
informed  hy  Jndge  Peck,  that  he  had  a  right  to 
demand  that  interrogatories  should  be  pro- 
patmded  to  him,  as  he  understood  him,  for  the 
pirpow  of  enabling  him  to  purge  himself  of  the 
■lleged  cont«mpL 

To  this  the  witness  replied,  that  he  did  not 
require  any  interrogatones  to  be  propounded 
to  him ;  and,  if  propounded,  he  should  not 
laswei  them.  He  did  not  recollect  whether  be 
theo  stated  soy  reasons  ta  the  court  for  declin- 
in;.  He  tendered  exceptions  to  the  decision  of 
the  Judge  with  bis  reasons,  which  the  Judge 
refused  to  file.  An  order  was  then  made  oat 
for  his  commitment  to  prison  for  twenty-fonr 
Ixran,  and  for  his  suspension  from  practice  in 
tlirt  court  for  eighteen  months,  A  copy  of  the 
Mder  was  pnt  mto  the  hands  of  the  deputy 
tunhal,  and  the  witness  was  conducted  to  the 
Jul  of  the  county  of  8t.  Louis,  locked  up  in  a 
room  where  common  felons  had  been  iinpris- 
•xifd,  as  he  was  informed  and  believed.  Hr. 
Sonlard  and  Mr.  Sector  accompanied  him,  and 


were  locked  np  in  the  ronm  with  him.  After 
witness  had  been  there  some,  time,  he  colled  for 
fhej^er,  and  requested  him  to  show  bim  the 
order  of  comnutment,  which  he  did.  After  he 
had  examined  it,  he  determined  to  petition  the 
circuit  court  for  a  writ  of  AoieiM  eorpvt,  in 
order  to  apply  for  a  release,  on  groonda  which 
he  thooght  he  had  discovered  in  the  order  itself. 
The  judge  of  that  court  granted  the  writ,  and 
decided  to  discharge  him  Avm  prison,  on  the 
ground  that  tbere  was  no  seal  to  the  order  or 
signature  of  the  Jndge.  He  was  accordingly 
discharged,  and  heard  no  more  on  the  eul^ect 
from  Judge  Feck.  An  order  was  also  mads 
ont  to  suspend  him  from  practice  for  eighteen 
months,  and  he  was  not  reetored  until  his  sus- 
pension had  expired  by  limitation.  It  appeared 
farther,  from  the  testimony  of  the  witpesa, 
that  he  was  a  native  of  Ireland ;  that  he  lefi 
that  oonntry  in  1610;  that  be  went  to  Franoe, 
and  that  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1616. 

eft  is  sud  that  he  was  an  officer  in  the  army  of 
Fapoleon  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.}  He 
declared  his  intention  in,  the  Uarine  Court  ot 
New  York,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in  that  oitj,  to 
apply  for  a  certificate  of  naturalization  as  an 
American  citizen ;  and  he  accordingly  obtained 
his  cerdflcote  at  8L  Loais,  in  1822.  He  had 
been  admitted  to  practise  in  Kentucky,  both  by 
Judge  Johnson  and  Jndge  Barry,  the  present 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States,  and 
moved  on  with  the  tide  of  emigration  to  St, 
Louis  in  Missouri. 


Fbidat,  December  34. 

Trial  <if  Judge  P»ci. 

After  despatching  several  private  subjects, 

and  spending  some  time  in  Executive  business. 
The  Senate  again  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

The  cross-examination  of  Ur.  Lawless  was 
continued  up  to  the  hour  of  a^ournment.  It 
reached  only  to  the  sixth  specification  in  the 
publication  of  "  A  Citizen.  The  searohing 
ability  displayed  by  Ur.  Wibt  on  the  occasion 
was  met  by  unusual  vigor,  talent,  and  decinon, 
on  the  part  of  the  witness. 

The  Senate  adionmed  till  eleven,  and  the 
court  till  twelve  o  dock,  on  Uooday. 

Uohdat,  December  27. 
TVfuI  tif  Judge  Peek. 
The  Senate  agun  resolred  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  ImpeacbmenL 

Mr.  Wibt,  the  leading  counsel  for  the  re- 
spondent, resumed  and  concluded  the  oross- 
of  Mr.  Lawless. 


TuBSDAT,  December  28. 

THai  <f  Judge  Peek. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  minor  bnsi* 
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The  Senate  agt^a  resolved  itBelf  into  ft  High 
Coart  of  Iropeachment 

Hknbt  S.  Gbtkb,  a  member  of  the  Uissoari 
bar,  the  Rev.  Thoku  Hobbbll,  and  Abthcr 
L.  Maobnnib,  anotber  member  of  the  Uiasonri 
bar,  were  examined,  and  croaB-eitmined,  aa 
witnewes  on  behalf  of  the  House  of  B^resent- 

WsDtnsDAT,  December  29. 
Trial  of  Jvdgt  Ptek. 

At  twetvo  o'clock  tbe  Senate  again  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeachment 

Mr.  Merkdith  annonnced  tbe  absence  of  his 
fHend  and  colleagne,  (Mr.  Wibt,)  in  this  case. 
He  had  been  called  home  to  Baltimore  bj  the 
dangerous  illness  of  one  of  his  children.  He 
felt  the  embarraasment  of  his  own  sitoation, 
oecaaiooed  bj  this  unpleasant'  circmnatance. 
To  be  deprived  of  the  aid  of  his  colleague  at 
anj  time,  or  on  anj  occasion,  would  to  him  be 
a  cause  of  regret ;  but  in  a  case  of  this  muni- 
tude,  so  intereatiog  to  the  respondent,  and  so 
interesting  to  tbe  oommonitj,  to  be  deprived 
of  his  services  was  a  source  of  deep  regret. 
What  he  sboold,  therefore,  propose,  with  the 
consent  of  the  managers  on  the  other  side,  was, 
that  thej  should  proceed  to  finish  the  examina- 
tion of  the  witnesses,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  that  this  honorable  court  should 
B^oum  over  to  Monday  next,  to  await  the  retom 
of  Mr.  Wirt. 

Mr.  BnoHuiAN  said,  that  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
acqaiesce  in  whatever  the  court  might  deter- 
mine to  be  its  pleasure  on  the  oocaaion. 

Ohablbs  S.  IlBuPeTSAS,  Edwasd  Chablesb, 
and  Wkaetos  Rsotor,  witnesses  in  behalf  of 
the  impeachment,  were  then  called,  swam,  ex- 
amined, and  erOBB-ezamined. 

The  certificate  of  naturalization  of  Mr.  Law- 
less, the  protest  of  the  Spanish  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Upper  Loniriana,  agdnst  the  regula- 
tions of  Morales,  and  snndij  other  papers,  were 
prodaoed  as  evidence. 

Mr.  BconAH^H  then  said,  that  tbe  Managers 
of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  here  rested 
the  cause  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Mkbidith  renewed  his  application  for  a 
SQspenaion  of  the  trial  nntil  Mondaj. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tauwbll,  the  conrt 
determined  to  adjourn  over  to  Monday  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

The  Senate  a^onmed  till  to-morrow. 

MoKDXT,  Jannat7  8, 1881, 
The  honorable  .Toiin  0.  Calhoun,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  appeared  this  day 
and  took  tlie  Obair  as  President  of  the  Senat«. 

Trial  of  Juige  Peek. 
After  the  transaction  of  some  monung  bad- 
ness, tbe  Seaat«  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  ImpeaohmenL 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

Trial  of  JsJgt  Feet. 


In  conseqnenoe  of  the  death  of  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Wibt,  tbe  leading  counsel  of  Judge  Peck, 
the  Oourt  of  Impeachment,  on  motion  of  Ur. 
Tazewsb,  adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock  on 
Wednesday  neit. 

Mr.  LrviKOATON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lotion : 

SeiolMd,  That  nothing  contained  in  in^  of  tbe 
rules  for  conducting  impcachmeDta,  loAde  od  the 
eleventh  day  of  Ha;,  1B30,  sbil]  be  so  couilnied  aa 
to  prevent  any  Senator,  irbeD  he  shall  give  his  vote 
OD  the  qaeatioo  of  guilty  or  not  gdhy  o[>  any  triicle 
in  BD  impeachmant,  from  aangDiag  hii  reaaona  for 
nich  vote. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  bnsiness,  and  spent  upwards  of  two 
honra  on  it,  and  then  s^oumed. 


Tdisdai,  January  4. 
The  Impeaehmeni. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
LiviNOSTOs,  explaining  the  rules  to  conduct 
impeachmenta,  so  as  to  allow  any  Senator  to 
assign  hia  reaaona  for  his  vote  on  the  question 
of  guilty  or  not  guilty,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  the  resolution  was  predicated 
upon  a  doubt  whether  the  rulea  adopted  in 
May  last  did,  or  did  not,  allow  Beuators  to 
assign  their  reasons  for  the  votes  thev  might 
give  on  the  pending  impeachment.  He  was 
rather  indifferent  than  otherwise  aa  to  the  fate 
of  the  resolution.  Its  object  was  to  settle  the 
doubts  which  existed  on  ue  subject-,  and  that 
object  wontd  be  attained,  whether  the  resolu- 
tion ahould  be  r^ected  or  adopted.  Both  eidea 
of  the  question  presented  difBeultiea.  The 
Court  condsted  w  forty-eight  members ;  and 
if  every  member  were  to  express  his  sentiment^ 
after  the  Managers  and  tne  Counsel  for  the 
respondent  bad  been  beard,  a  great  deal  of  time 
would  be  consumed.  On  tbe  other  hand,  tbe 
right  to  speak  on  the  occasion  was  one  which 
he  considered  a  proper  privilege ;  and  he  was, 
upon  the  whole,  disposed  to  affirm  ft. 

At  the  Bumeation  of  Mr,  Fobsttb,  the  reso- 
lution was  laid  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

WiDNisDAT,  January  H. 
TVial  ofjv^t  Pttlt. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  tbe  Senate  rraolved  itself 
into  a  High  Conrt  of  Impeachment.  The  man- 
agers of  Uie  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
respondent  and  his  counsel,  having  taken  their 

ats. 

Mr.  MBBXDrm  opened  the  grounds  of  de- 
fence. The  honorable  manager,  who  had  atat«d 
the  case  for  the  impeachment,  had  properly  ad- 
verted to  its  great  importance,  both  to  the  re- 
spondent and  the  community.  To  tbe  respon- 
^nt  personally,  it  was  undoubtedly  of  very 
deep  interest,  in  its  character  and  its  conse- 
quences.   Ho  was  charged  with  the  exercise  of 
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■D  arbitrarj-,  oppressive,  and  nsnrped  jndicial 
power,  from  malioioDS  motives,  to  the  great 
^sparagemeDt  of  pnblia  Justice,  and  to  the  sub- 
TBTuoD  of  the  liberties  of  the  pegple  of  the 
United  States.  If  this  charge  were  BOBtained 
bj  this  honorable  court,  the  reapondent  would 
be  doomed  to  meet  not  onlj  the  luting  re- 
pTOKhea  of  hia  fellow-citizeoB,  but  the  grievous 
conaeqaences  of  removHl  ^m  office,  and,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  sentenced  to  a  per- 
petual ostracism  from  the  confidence  and  hon- 
ors of  his  country.  Considerations  of  this  kiod 
entitled  him  to  the  most  wrions,  calm,  and  dis- 
paanonate  deliberatioii  npon  his  case.  Other 
considerations  called  for  coot  and  candid  exam- 
ination. The  Barest  ssfegoard  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people  was  to  be  found  in  the  firm  and 
independent  administration  of  jastice ;  and  it 
bec^ne  them  to  look  to  the  safety  of  that  por- 
tAi  wlu<^h  the  constitution  had  placed  aroand 
the  judicial  anthoritj  of  the  country.  If  the 
doctrine  on  which  this  impeachment  bad  been 
npported  were  enstsined,  questions  woold  arise 
out  of  the  case  of  deep  and  lasting  importance. 
His  duty  on  the  occasion  was  an  exceedingly 
nmpleone;  it  was  within  prescribed  limits; 
and  to  these  he  should  connoe  himself.  He 
had  to  state  the  groonds  of  defence  on  which 
the  respondent  relied,  with  the  evidence  to  sup- 
port that  defenr«.  The  transaction  which  had 
prodnced  thia  impeachment  could  be  told  in  a 
very  few  words.  The  respondent,  as  Jndge  of 
tile  District  Oonrt  of  the  United  St&tes  in  His- 
■oari,  had  jironomiced  an  opinion  in  a  case  of 
very  great  importance,  and  nad  been  induced 
to  publish  that  opinion  in  one  of  the  news- 
tf^n  of  tixat  conntry.  It  was  already  in 
proof,  and  woald  more  fully  be  sliown  in  evi- 
dence hereafter,  that  the  opinion  had  been  pub- 
lished not  only  at  the  request  of  the  members 
of  tlie  bar,  bat  of  those  persons  generally  who 
were  interested  in  the  case.  One  of  the  conn- 
k1  Mnoeraed  in  it  hod  thoneht  proper  after- 
wards to  publish,  anonymously,  under  the  sig- 
nUore  of  "A  Citizen,"  not  a  fair  criticism  opon 
it,  but  a  bare  ennmeration  of  what  ho  termed 
the  errors  of  the  Court,  some  of  ita  principal 
eiron  in  bet  and  in  doctrine,  some  of  the  as- 
•nmptioDl  of  the  Judge,  without-  assigning  any 
naaoaa  to  anstoin  the  charge.  This  publioa- 
tira,  to  the  mind  of  the  respondent,  appeared 
to  be  a  ^rosa  and  palpable  misrepresentation  of 
l>i>  i^irnon,  calculated  to  bring  his  court  into 
disrwpect;  and  he  proceeded  to  attach  and 
poniah  its  anthor  for  the  oontempL  After  a 
pstient  hearing  of  two  or  three  days;  after 
pring  to  the  connael  of  the  anthor  every  op- 
portunity to  defend  him,  and  to  him  every  op- 
poTtsnity  to  purge  himself  of  all  intentional  dis- 
ntptet  to  the  court ;  after  the  peremptory  re- 
fiuii  of  Hr.  Lawless  to  answer  the  interroga- 
lories  propotinded  to  him,  and  his  reassertion 
rfthe  trath  of  bis  pnblication,  Jndge  Peck  had 
Molenoed  him  to  twenty-four  hours  imprison- 
iiMit  and  to  a  anapensioQ  from  practice  in  his 
mnt  for  ri^teen  months.     For  this  the  re- 
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spondent  had  been  charged  with  a  hi^h  misde- 
meanor, and-  with  the  wilful  and  malicions  ex- 
eroisa  of  an  arbitrary  and  oppressive  judicial 
power.  Ur.  H.  then  proceeded  to  stato  the 
facts  and  evidence  by  which  the  respondent 
would  bo  able  to  estobllBh  the  positions,  that  a 
contempt  had  been  oommictod  by  Mr.  Lawless; 
that  the  court  possessed  a  legal  warrant  to  pun- 
ish him  for  the  contempt ;  and  that,  if  not,  the 
jndge  was  influenced,  in  the  case,  by  a  sense  ot 
official  obligation  and  duty,  and  not  by  the  wil- 
ful, malicious,  and  arbitrary  motive  and  inten- 
tion imputed  to  him  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment. He  gave  a  history  and  character  of  the 
land  claims,  and  the  transactions  out  of  which 
this  impeachment  hsd  grown;  the  arduous  and 
perilous  difficulties  which  the  respondent  had 
to  encoonter  in  the  exercise  of  his  iurisdiction 
over  the  alleged  concessions  claimed  under  the 
Spanish  anthorities,  and  thb  frauds,  meditated 
and  apprehended,  against  which  he  had  to 
guard.  He  descritjed  the  case  of  fionlard,  which 
had  led  to  this  impeachment,  as  a  select  and 
test  cause,  and  said  that  it  required  no  pro- 
phetic spirit  in  the  Judge  to  foresee  the  disaatis- 
footion  which  an  adverse  de<usion  would  pro- 
duce in  all  the  claimants.  It  would  extinguish 
their  hopes,  as  long  as  the  decision  remained 
unrepealed,  or  the  court  unchecked.  Accord- 
ingly, general  dissatisfaction  and  dismay  on  the 
part  of  suitors  did  ensue.  The  Jndge  postponed 
the  enrolment  of  his  decree  in  the  case,  to  en- 
able Mr.  Lawless  and  his  associate  connsel  to 
put  in  their  exceptions  to  it,  or  to  fnrni^  fur- 
ther argument  upon  it.  This  was  declined  by 
them.  The  Judge  published  his  opinion.  The 
motives  for  ita  publication  were  summed  u|)  in 
his  answer  to  uie  charge  in  the  article  of  im- 
peachment. He  perceived  that  such  publica- 
tions were  nsual  both  in  England  and  .^erica, 
and  saw  no  impropriety  in  the  practice.  On 
the  contrary,  the  branch  of  law  involved  in  the 
case  was  new ;  its  grounds  had  not  been  fully 
argued  at  the  bor,  and  it  was  proper  that  they 
should  be  fully  opened  for  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  counsel ;  it  waa  right  that  their 
clients  shonld  see  the  reasoning  of  the  court  on 
the  subject,  and,  if  satisfactory,  that  they  should 
be  saved  from  any  further  expense.  It  was 
proper  that  they  shonld  see  that  the  court  had 
not  hastily  and  inconsiderately  assumed  the 
principles  upon  which  tbe  opinion  was  founded. 
but  that  it  nod  conscientiously,  upon  facts  ana 
arguments  which  it  could  not  resist,  come  to  ita 
conclusion  in  the  case.  Upon  these  reasons, 
the  respondent  confidently  relied  for  the  Justifi- 
cation of  the  publication  of  his  opinion.  Ei^bt 
days  after,  it  was  foltawed  by  the  publication 
of  "A  Citizen,"  in  another  newspaper.  In  this, 
the  respondent  saw  a  gross  and  palpable  mis- 
representation, calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and 
contempt  npon  the  court,  to  provoke  the  re- 
sentment of  the  claimants  towards  the  Judge, 
and  to  break  down  the  court  by  the  force  of 
public  opinion.  Waa  the  respondent  justified 
m  these  ^prebenatoiut    Wotwithstanaing  the 
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gloss  pat  apoa  the  (object  bj  the  comparison 
which  the  honorable  manager  (Ur.  MoDctfu) 
had  uiBtitnt«d  between  the  opinion  of  the  Jndge 
and  the  publication  of  Mr.  lAwless,  the  respon- 
dent relied  npon  a  candid  examination  and 
oomparison  b;'  this  honorable  conrL 

He  would  be  able  to  show,  by  gentlemen  fa- 
miliar with  the  case,  that  he  was  by  no  means 
singular  in  attribatin^  misrepresentation  to  the 
publication  of  "A  Citizen.''  Men  of  intelli- 
gence, lawyers,  acquainted  with  all  the  facta 
and  doctrines  of  the  case,  looking  with  a  single 
eye  to  see  whether  misrepreseqtation  was  to  be 
fbnnd  in  the  pnblication  or  no^  would  establish 
the  fact.  These  some  witnessea  wonld  show 
the  effect  of  this  misrepreseataUon.  If  Mr. 
Lawleaa'a  publication  conid  1m  considered  an 
accurate  representation  of  the  concinsions  to 
which  the  coart  had  oomc  in  that  case,  they 
were  so  preposterona,  so  absnrd,  that  nothing 
bnt  ignorance — an  ignorance  amounting  to 
idiocy — nothing  bnt  downright  eormption, 
eonld  have  infinenced  the  Jndge.  The  effect  of 
the  misrepresentation  had  beui  to  destroy  con- 
fidence in  the  court ;  the  disappointment  of  the 
clumants  was  converted  into  hostility  to  the 
Jndge ;  and  so  great  had  been  the  distraat  and 
dissatisfaction,  that  memorials  were  sent  to 
Congress,  the  object  of  which  was  to  deprive 
the  court  of  its  Jariediction  over  the  claims,  and 
to  transfer  it  to  another  tribnoal. 

If,  therefore,  the  respondent  saw,  or  this 
honorable  court  shontd  believe  that  he  con- 
scientiously thoQzht  he  aaw,  an  evil  design  in 
the  anthor  of  the  publication,  what  conrse 
wonld  they  say  was  left  him  to  pnrsne  ?  Pain- 
ful as  it  was,  there  was  bnt  one  conrse  for  him 
to  take ;  and  that  was  to  gnard  the  sacred  tmst 


.  contended,  that  the  respondent  had  been 
justified  by  immemorial  nsage ;  by  the  inherent 
power  of  the  courts ;  by  a  power  which,  al- 
though sometimes  questioneo,  bad  remained 
untouched  in  every  political  struggle  that  had 
taken  place;  nntoncned  in  every  constitution 
that  had  been  adopted  in  the  country.    It  was 

i'nstified  by  American  precedents,  by  the  best 
awyera  and  purest  patriots  that  ever  adorned 
the  bench.  It  wonld  be  shown,  in  due  time, 
that  the  power  had  been  cieroiscd  by  all  the 
State  courts ;  by  the  highest  court  in  the 
Union ;  by  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  in  cases  far  more  doubtful 
than  this.  The  respondent  was  justified,  in 
treating  and  punishing  the  publication  as  a  con- 
tempt, not  only  by  the  statute  and  common 
law,  but  by  the  law  universal,  by  precedent, 
by  the  decisions  of  all  the  courts  in  the  coun- 
try. But,  if  he  were  not  so  JnstiSed,  had  he 
been  governed  hy  the  malicious  intention  Im- 
puted to  him  in  this  impeachment,  whatmotive 
oonldhehavehad?  Hehadnothadanypersonal 
disagreement  with  Mr.  Lawless.  No  previous 
quarrel  had  occurred  between  them.  No  Inrk- 
ing  resentment  existed.     All  their  meaanrea 
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with  each  other  had  been  of  a  perfectly  amica- 
ble nature.  Was  a  malicious  motive  to  be 
found  in  the  charactor  of  the  respondent?  It 
would  be  shown  that  he  was  mild,  canciUatoT7, 
and  equable  in  temper ;  respectful  and  patiimt 
in  his  deportment  towards  all — to  the  members 
of  the  bar,  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  coart, 
and  to  anitors.  Was  snoh  a  motive  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  transaction  itself!  It  woold 
be  proved,  not  by  those  who  conld  see  the 
transaction  only  in  colors  of  resentment ;  not 
by  witnesses  who  were  hostile,  or  who  wera 
present  in  court  only  at  intervals  while  the  caae 
was  pending ;  but  by  calm,  disinterested,  and 
intelligent  witnesses,  who  were  present  during 
the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  time,  that  the 
manner  of  the  Judge  was  not  more  v^ement 
than  it  nsnally  had  been  when  his  mind  was 
deeply  exercised  on  any  subject;  that  it  waa  aa 
mild  as  any  yadg^  who  had  ever  graced  the 
bench ;  that  the  language  be  nsed  on  the  occa- 
sion was  addressed  to  the  publication,  and  not 
to  its  author ;  and  that,  in  fact,  he  looked  be- 
yond Mr.  Lawless,  to  other  and  higher  consid- 
erations, in  awardmg  the  attachment  and  pun- 
ishment to  which  he  had  been  sentenced. 

[This  is  bnt  "a  bird's-eye  view"  of  tha 
speech  of  Mr.  M.] 

RoBKHT  Wasb,  Esq.,  a  Jndge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Missouri,  wsa  then  called,  sworn,  and 
examined  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  respon- 
dent.   At  the  conclusion  of  bis  testimony — 

The  coart  adjourned  over  till  twelve,  and  the 
Senate  tilt  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tbubsdat,  January  6. 
Trial  of  Judga  Peck. 

AfUr  the  transaction  of  some  minor  borinesa 
at  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  again  restdvea 
itself  into  a  High  Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

John  K.  walkeb,  of  Bt.  Louis,  and  Ur. 
PifiTU),  a  member  of  the  Iloaae  of  Representa- 
tives, were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  as  wit- 
nesses, in  behalf  of  the  respondent.  Then  ad- 
journed. 

Fbioat,  Jannary  7. 
Trial  qfJvdgt  Peek. 

The  Senate  ag^n  resolved  iteelf  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachment. - 

J.  B.  0.  Ldo&s,  W.  0.  Cub,  and  Jtsaa  £. 
LntDBLL,  were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  in 
behalf  of  the  respondent  Judge  Wabh  was  re- 
examined in  part 

The  court  then  a^oumed  to  Monday. 

The  Senate  ordered  two  opinions  of  Jndge 
Pbok  to  be  printed,  and  also  aqjonmed  to  Uon- 

MoBDAT,  January  10. 

Trial  of  Jiide»PMi. 

After  disposing  of  petildons,  reaolationa,  and 
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itulf  into  a  Higli  Conrt  of  Impesonment. 

Mi.  Muooits  iqwlogiud  for  the  •baenoe  of 
It.  Wist,  ooeauoned  b  j  indupoHtiOD. 

Tbe  dwositionB  of  Edwasd  Bates,  Jook 
Ban,  ud  Sufiiu.  Uost,  ia  behalf  of  tho  re- 
qwuW.,  wsM,  with  the  ezuptioa  of  oertun 
put),  ezpooged  by  agroemeut,  and  ameablf 
tD*  daciaioa  of  the  court,  reoeived  uidread  u 
cndeooe.  Jadge  Oabb  was  again  called  and 
ifr«iatiimed;  and  two  or  three  other  witoesaea 
gave  UiMT  teatimonj'.  The  whole  eridenoe  waa 
dosed,  with  the  ezoeption  of  some  piq>ers  in 
the  Genenl  Land  Offioe. 


Tdudat,  Janoary  11. 
Trial  qfJudga  Ptek. 

Tb»  fimate  agun  sat  aa  a  Oonrt  of  Impesch- 
ment 

The  dttJDg  was  consomed  in  the  prodnotion 
•nd  euminatioQ  of  doooinentary  evidenae  and 
oral  tcstimon;  in  the  ease  of  Jndge  Pbok.  The 
htmonble  Hr.  Bsbtor  was  called  to  prove  the 
correctoeas  of  certain  extracts  translated  by 
Hm  from  a  Spauisti  ordinance  into  Engliah. 
OoloneJ  Lawuss,  Mr.  Gbtbb,  and  one  or  two 
other  witnesaea  were  re-examined.  Finally,  at 
(boot  four  o'clock,  it  wse  anooonoed  by  the 
managen  for  the  House  and  the  counsel  for  the 
reipoadent,  that  the  eridence  was  closed,  and 
that  [hey  would  proceed  with  the  argument  to- 

A^joomed. 

Wkdrhdat,  January  IS. 
Trial  ofjv^  Pteb. 

Tke  Bmate  again  resoWed  itself  into  a  High 
Govt  of  Impeachment. 

In  oanaeqaeaee  of  the  continued  indisposition 
of  Kr.  WiBT,  ICr.  Tazbwkll  moved  an  a^ionm- 
neot  of  the  mart  till  to-morrow,  when  his 
jAyrioaos  thought  he  might  be  sofficlenlly  re- 
Mored  to  atteDd  tlie  triaL 

The  court  acoordin^  acyoomed. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  oonsidera- 
tuoirfExeoativebDNnesa;  and,  after  spending 
Noelinie  diereon,  a4)oumed. 

Teubsdat,  January  18. 
TVtdl  ofJvdgt  Peek. 

Hie  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court 
oflmpuchinenL 

Tbc  VioB  PusiDKNT  presented  a  letter  from 
(M  rf  the  phyaicians  ot  Mr.  Wibt,  eipressiye 
of  Uie  opinion  that  Le  could  not  at  present 
Icaie  his  room,  withoat  some  danger  of  a  re- 
Itfte  at  a  more  important  crisis  in  the  pending 
tiiil,  and  tiiat  by  Monday  he  would  be  entirely 
iWored  to  health. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 


Oomt  adjoorned  to  meet  again  on  Monday 
text,  at  twelve  o'olook. 


UomiAT,  Janoery  IT. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Honae  of 

Repreaentativea,  announcing  the  resolution  of 

that  House  to  attend  the  Senate,  from  day  to 

day,  during  the  argument  in  the  impeachment 

pending  agaioat  Jakss  H.  Fctnc,  District 

e  of  MiMourL 

le  Senate  then  ag^  reaolved  itself  into  a 
High  Oourt  of  Impeacnment. 

Judge  Oabb  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  was 
permitted  to  make  some  explanation  on  a  point 
of  hia  former  testimony. 

Mr.  Sfbetobb,  of  New  York,  a  manager  on  tiie 
part  of  the  House  of  Renresentatives,  then  rose, 
and  addressed  a  very  learned  and  able  argu- 
ment to  the  court  in  mpport  of  the  impeach- 
ment. Having  concluded  at  four  o'clock,  the 
court  a^ieumed. 

Tctsdat,  January  18. 
Trial  <!fJvdgtPtek. 

After  receiving  petitions,  reaolntions,  and  re- 
portfl  of  committees,  the  Senate  agun  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  WtcEUFPE,  one  of  the  manwera  of  the 
Hoose  of  Kepresentativee,  advancea  and  mun- 
tuned  the  positions  that  Judge  Feck  bad  no 
legal  jurisdiction  over  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless^  even  euppowng  it  to  have  been  a  con- 
tempt, for  which  he  impriaoneil  and  auapended 
him ;  and  that,  in  tmtn,  that  publication  was 
no  cimtempt  at  all.  Mr.  W.  defended  the  lib- 
er^ of  the  press  with  energy  and  zeal. 

Mr.  Bdohara?!  and  Mr.  Stobbs  stated,  for 
the  information  of  the  counsel  of  the  reqwn- 
dent,  who  will  to-morrow  commence  the  argu- 
ment in  his  defence,  the  additional  authorities 
which  they  intended  to  produce  in  support  of 
the  impeatjtmeut. 

The  oourt  and  Senate  then  adjourned. 

'WKniixsnAT,  January  IQ. 
Trial  ofjvdge  Peek. 
After  disposing  of  some  morning  bn^ess, 
Qie  Senate  resumed  the  impeachment 

Mr.  Mebbditb  addressed  the  oonrt  for  three 
honrs,  in  defence  of  the  respondent. 


Thubsdat,  January  SO. 
Tritd  of  Jvdge  Peek. 
The  Senate  spent  the  principal  part  of  to-day 
aa  a  Oourt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  MiBEDiTH  continued  his  argument  in  dfr- 
fence  of  the  respondent 
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Fbid^t,  Jaanaiy  31, 
Imptachment  Etparuei. 

The  bill  making  provinon  for  the  pajmeDt 
of  the  witnesses,  and  of  other  eipensea  monired 
in  the  trial  of  James  H.  Feck,  District  Jndge  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Uissonri, 
was  taken  np.  [The  bill  alloTS  each  witosBS 
fbnr  dollars  per  day,  and  twent;  cents  mileage 
for  travelling  expenses.] 

Ur.  SuiTH,  of  Haryland,  said  that  the  wit- 
nesses  who  had  attended  the  trial  of  Jndge 
Chase,  had  been  allowed  hot  three  dollars  a 
day,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  mileage.  He 
wished  ta  know  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
the  oonimitt«e  to  increase  the  compensation  of 
the  witnesses  and  the  mileage  in  the  piceent 

Mr.  IsBnELL  replied,  that  when  Jndge  Ohase 
was  tried,  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  was 
(^  dollars:  it  was  nov  eight  dollars.  The 
committee  conceived  it  bat  Just  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation to  the  witnesses  at  one-half  of  that 
which  was  allowed  members. 

Mr.  GRiuniT  said  that  Bnothar  consideration 
showed  the  propriety  of  the  increase.  These 
witnesses  bad  come  from  a  mach  greater  dis- 
tance than  the  witnesses  in  the  case  of  Judge 
Ohase.  Most  of  them  were  profeasional  men, 
and  had,  by  their  absence  from  home,  lost 
nearly  a  half  year's  practice.  He  shotdd  rote 
for  the  four  dollars,  and  wonld  have  voted  for 
ax  dollars  if  that  snm  had  been  in  the  bill. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  was  filled  with  the  som 
of  twelve  tbonsand  dollars  for  the  ezpensee  of 
the  trial  j  rmd,  thns  amended,  it  was  engrossed, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 

The  Senate  then  asun  resolved  itself  into  a 
Kgh  Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Ubbedith  continued  his  srgnment  for 
the  n         '     ■     ■  '  ■    ' 


respondent  nntil  half  past  Uiree  o'clock, 
n  the  court  and  Senate  a^jonmed. 


EUtubdat,  January  32. 

Trial  (if  Judge  Peck. 

The  Senate  having  again  resolved  itself  Into 

a  Court  of  Impeachment. 

Ifr.  Mebbditii  concluded  his  argument  at 
twenty  minutes  past  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  WiKT  then  rose  to  address  the  court  for 
the  respondent.  He  regretted  tliat  he  had  been 
the  unwilling  cause  of  so  mnch  delay  in  the 

Erogress  of  this  trial,  and  thanked  the  honora- 
le  conrt  for  the  humanity  of  the  indnlgenc« 
which  they  had  extended  towards  him.  His 
iK«nd  might  also  have  consumed  much  more 
time,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  than  was  neces- 
sary; but  it  would  be  recollected  that  two- 
thirds  of  that  time  had  been  used  In  reading 
precedents  from  ihc  books.  In  a  case  in  which 
the  respondent  was  so  deeply  concerned,  It 


would  be  a  dereliction  of  dnty  on  the  part  of 
hia  counsel,  if  they  were  to  relinquish  taj  of 
the  ground  which  the  honorable  managers  "haA 
deemed  material  to  their  orgotnent ;  and  tinM 
had  probably  been  saved  by  the  reading  of  the 
books  which  had  been  pnxlnced  by  his  eol- 
league.  It  wonld  not  be  neoessary  to  read 
them  again.  He  should  content  himself  with 
bestowing  npon  them  a  few  pasnog  rem«rk» 
when  he  should  coma  to  the  cases  which  tbey 
presented.  Some  topics  which  had,  he  could 
not  but  presume,  been  introduced  for  effect,  it 
wonld  be  necessary  for  him  to  notice.  In  doing 
so,  he  begged  to  be  understood  as  treating  the 
honorable  managers  with  every  poeoble  re- 
spect. He  know  the  amiable,  upright,  and 
enlightened  qualities  which  adorned  them, 
Whatever  they  had  deemed  of  importancci,  be 
could  not  be  so  presnmptuons  as  to  pass  by  im- 
regarded.  It  had  been  stated  that  the  Honae 
of  BepreBflntatJves,  by  a  lai«e  m^ori^,  in 
which  party  had  no  share,  had  voted  this  im- 
peachment. What  was  the  object  of  this  re- 
mark! Why  was  it  introdnood  here  I  Could  it 
enter  into  the  t»n«deration  of  this  honorable 
oonrt,  whether  the  House  of  Representatives 
had  been  hasty  or  not ;  whether  party  had  in- 
fluenced them  in  the  vote  which  they  gave  for 
this  impeachment  f  Would  it  be  decorous  in 
the  respondent,  or  in  those  who  were  connect- 
ed wiUi  him,  to  impeach  their  proceedings  t 
He  knew  too  well  his  dnty  to  that  honortuila 
House,  to  this  honorable  conrt,  and  to  his  hmn- 
ble  self,  to  step  so  far  out  of  his  way  as  to  ques- 
tion the  motives  for  this  impeacBmenL  The 
Honse  of  Bepresentatives  were  the  grand  in- 
quest of  the  nation.  Their  article  of  impeach- 
ment against  Judge  Peck  was  the  finding  of  the 
grand  jury.  Wonld  it  !>e  proper,  in  a  case  be- 
fore a  petit  Jury,  for  oonnsel  to  qipeal  to  the 
proceedmes  of  the  grand  JU17 ;  to  say  that  they 
nad^  by  alarge  mtyority  nnmflnenced  by  party 
n>int,  fonnd  a  bill  of  indictment)  Would  not 
the  court,  in  that  case,  stop  counsel,  and  say  to 
him,  sir,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  grand 
jnry,  or  its  motives ;  we  ore  to  tiy  this  case 
UDon  its  merita,  without  reference  to  what  pass- 
ed in  the  grand  jury  on  the  snbjectt  The  find- 
ing of  the  grand  inqnest  is  simply  the  accnsa- 
tioiL  The  honorable  House  had  not  come  here 
to  Bocriflce  a  victim  whom  they  had  fore- 
doomed to  destruction.  They  had  done  noth- 
ing more  than  to  declare  that  the  offence  with 
which  the  respondent  had  been  chained,  was 
worthy  of  a  trial.  The  respondent  was  not 
there,  before  the  honorable  IIoDse,  upon  his 
trial.  They  had  sent  him  here  to  be  tried. 
What  was  tiie  fundamental  feature  of  a  trial  of 
that  sort!  It  was,  that  the  aocnsed  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  innocent  until  he  had  been  foond 
guilty.  Butjif  the  remark  of  which  he  wasnow 
complaining  were  to  have  weight,  that  princi- 
ple wonld  be  reversed.  The  accused  was  to  be 
presumed  to  be  guilty  until  proved  to  be  inno- 
cent. He  hoped  to  hear  no  more  of  the  major- 
ity, or  the  motive  by  which  this  impeachment 
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bid  been  instituted  hj  the  boDorable  EooHe. 
E«  conadered  aoch  rem&rks  improper.  The 
Kipondent  stood  here  naknowD,  alnioat  alone, 
1  stnnger  from  the  westera  wilds,  to  breaat 
the  atflrm  of  this  impeachment.  He  trusted  to 
thii  boDorable  court  for  a  fur  trial,  and  relied 
npon  the  correctness,  and  innocenoe,  and  purity, 
o(  his  own  conduct,  for  an  boaorable  acquittal. 
Ha  would  be  tried  by  tho  simple,  uaked  facte 
ud  principles  of  the  case,  and  not  by  the  dra- 
mitic  exhibition  of  fancied  analoglea  which  they 
hid  witnesaed.  Was  the  ref^ndent  to  be  in- 
Tdved  in  the  torpitade  of  all  the  wicked  jadges 
of  England;  in  the  gniltof  the  nnsparing  Jef- 
frey^ the  tmnoltnons  Scrogga,  and  the  tyrant 
Bromley  1  Ho  trusted  not;  he  hoped  that  ho 
would  be  tried  upon  his  own  merits  alone.  He 
admonidied  the  honorable  managers,  that  some- 
thmg  was  continually  occurring  to  remind  ns 
ot  the  infinnlty  of  human  reason  oontendins 
•gainst  hmnan  pr^ndice.  This  most  teach 
<£aTity  to  all.  He  apprehended  the  existence 
of  some  extraordinary  prejudice  which  had  in- 
fluenced and  inflamed  the  spirit  of  this  prosecn- 
tion.  He,  too,  might  be  tho  victim  of  preju- 
dice ;  of  that  friendship  whidi  a  dose  intimacy 
had  produced  witii  the  respondent.  He  admit- 
ted an  equality  o!  infirmity  with  the  honorable 
managers.  This  honorable  onrt  would  decide 
l)etw«en  them.  To  what  other  canse  than  prej- 
ntioe  eonld  be  impute  the  language  in  wnich 
the  respondent  had  been  held  np  as  a  judicial 
tyrant,  a  petty  provincial  Judge,  a  monster 
wdkiagover  the  fallen  bodies  of  the  constitu- 
tion aiM  laws  of  his  country  ?  This  picture  of 
wickedness  and  horror  had  been  sent  as  far  as 
the  press  could  range ;  as  far  as  the  wings  of 
geQios  and  eloquence  could  send  it.  Uany  a 
uther  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country  had 
read  this  acconnt  with  feelings  of  abhorrence. 
Tidi  the  paper  in  his  hand,  be  had  probably 
■lid  to  bis  son — see,  what  a  monster  is  now 
before  the  Senate  of  the  United  SUt«8 1  If 
year  country  should  ever  elevate  you  to  public 
■tatioii,  never  become  such  a  monster  as  this 
Peck.  He  may  no  doubt  have  bad  respectable 
parents;  he  may  once  have  been  respectable 
DJnuelf;  but  see  what  a  monster  of  crime,  of 
Atme,  and  of  ignominy,  he  has  now  become  1 
How  long  would  it  not  l«  before  this  cruel  er- 
ror could  be  corrected ;  before  it  would  be  seen, 
rthe  testimony  of  the  most  respectable  gen- 
m,  that  this  monster  was  one  of  the  most 
mOd,  patient,  kind  and  courteous  of  human 
beings:  so  amiable,  that  in  the  language  of  one 
tt  the  witnesses,  he  was  dear  to  all  who  knew 
trim.  He  coold  not  help  ascribing  the  terrible 
pctare  which  had  been  drawn  of  the  respon- 
dent,  to  some  unaccountable  prejudice.  He 
sdrotad  to  other  topics,  of  which  the  honora- 
Me  manaoers  ^pearod  to  him  to  have  taken  a 
diactdorea  and  distorted  view. 

The  respondent  had  been  represented  as  an 
snemy  to  the  freedom  of  the  press ;  a  principle 
■acred  to  alL  He  was  represented  to  have 
■oofled  at  it     This  jndicial  monster  was  de- 
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;  scribed  as  having  walked  over  the  prostrate  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  and  as  having  attempted  to 
sneer  and  snarl  it  oat  of  existence.  Where  bad 
he  said  this  of  It  I  Where  had  he  nttered  one 
sentiment  of  disrespect  towards  the  liberty  of 
the  press  I  Not  here,  certainly.  But  he  had 
done  so  in  his  defence  before  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, which  had  been  introduced  aa 
evidence  here,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
this  charge  agunst  the  reepondenL  Look  ^ 
that  defence,  and  see  whether  he  has  treated  the 
liberty  of  the  press  with  contempt.  "  It  is  said, 
that  in  pnnisbtngthis publication asacontempL 
the  judge  has  invaded  the  liberiy  of  the  press." 
What  is  the  liberty  of  the  press!  And  in  what 
does  it  consist  I  Does  it  consist  in  a  right  to 
vilify  the  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  to  bring 
them  into  contempt,  by  gross  and  wanton  mis- 
representations of  their  proceedings)  Does  it 
consist  in  a  right  to  obstruct  and  corrupt  the 
streams  of  Justice,  by  poisoning  Qie  public  mind 
with  regard  to  causes  in  these  tribunals,  before 
they  are  heard!  Is  this  a  correct  idea  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press!  Kso,  the  deftuner  has  a 
charter  as  ftee  as  the  winds,  provided  he  resort 
to  the  press  for  the  propagation  of  bis  slander; 
and,  under  the  prostituted  sanction  of  the  liber- 
ty of  the  press,  hoary  age  and  vii^n  innocence 
lie  at  his  mercy.  This  is  not  the  idea  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press  which  prevails  in  courts  of 
justice,  or  which  exists  in  any  sober  or  well- 
regulated  mind.  The  liberty  of  the  press  is 
among  the  greatest  of  blessing^  dvil  and  politi- 
cal, so  long  as  it  is  directed  to  it"  proper  object, 
that  of  disseminating  correct  and  useful  ij^ar- 
mation  among  the  people.  But  this  greaten  of 
blessings  may  become  the  greatest  of  curses,  if 
it  shall  be  permitted  to  buret  its  proper  barriers. 
The  river  Mississippi  is  a  blessing  to  the  coun- 
try through  which  it  Sows,  so  long  as  it  keeps 
within  its  banks;  bnt  it  beoomes  a  scourge  and 
a  destroyer  when  it  breaks  them.  The  liber- 
ty of  the  press  has  always  been  the  favorite 
watchword  of  those  who  live  by  its  lioentioua. 
nees.  It  has  been,  from  time  immemorial,  is 
still,  and  ever  will  be,  the  perpetual  deeajUatum 
on  the  lips  of  all  libellers.  Oswald  attempted 
to  screen  himself  under  its  ngis,  in  the  case 
which  has  been  cited  from  the  let  Dallas.  Bnt 
the  attempt  was  tn  vain.  The  court  taught 
him  the  difference  between  the  liberty  of  the 

Kess  and  the  licentionsness  of  the  press ;  and, 
his  farther  attempt  to  ruse  an  impeachment 
against  the  judges  for  that  sentence,  the  House 
of  Delegates  confirmed  the  wholesome  lesson. 
H^  indoM,  the  liberty  of  the  press  was  a  pano- 
ply broad  enough  to  cover  every  thing  done  in 
its  name,  nothing  in  the  form  of  a  publication 
could  ever  have  been  punished  as  a  contempt 
of  oonrL  In  all  the  reported  cases,  in  which 
those  publishers  have  been  called  to  answer  for 
a  contempt,  wherever  the  defence  has  appeared 
in  the  report,  it  is  the  liberty  of  the  press  which 
is  the  perpetual  theme.  It  is  uniformly  clumed 
to  be  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  question  the 
acts  of  all  public  men,  and  the  changes  are  con- 
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tinnallr  rung  oa  that  great  paUadiDin  of  hamui 
rights  uid  hamaa  happineBS — the  liberty  of  the 
press ;  OS  if  hamaii  rights  aod  himiaji  hAppineBS 
ooDld  be  promoted  by  tbs  prostration  and  de- 
■tmction  of  oourts  of  justioe,  or  bj  poiaonmg 
their  Btreams  in  the  fonntsjii  head.  It  is  nn- 
necessary  to  pursDe  thia  aabject.  The  Jadge 
baa  never  pretended  that  hia  opiniona  are  not 
to  be  questioned.  He  insists,  however,  that 
the;  are  to  be  qaeationed  ont;  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  One  mode  of  queationing 
them,  onder  these  laws,  is  hj  appeal  to  a  supe- 
rior court ;  and,  after  the  mbject-matter  aUall 
have  be«n  finail;  decided,  another  mode  of 
qnestioiiiilg  them  is,  by  reapectfol  discnswOQ, 
either  in  the  pablio  prints  or  elsewhere.  In 
the  present  case,  the  first  mode  of  qnestionins 
the  opinion,  that  by  appeal,  had  been  reeort«a 
to.  For  the  second  mode,  that  of  respectful 
discnssioo,  the  case  was  not  ready,  becanse  the 
enhject-matter  had  not  been  disposed  of  finally ; 
and  even  if  it  had  been,  it  has  been  shown  that 
there  was  no  semblance  of  investigation  in  tbis 
article ;  no  pretence  of  discasaion  of  any  kind. 
It  was  sheer  misrepresentation ;  and  it  does  not 
follow,  that,  beeaase  an  opinion  of  a  conrt  may 
be  respectfully  discnsaed,  it  may,  therefore,  be 
misrepresented ;  mnoh  less,  that  it  majr  be  so 
misrepresented  as  not  only  to  imp^r  the  confi- 
dence of  the  pnbiio  in  the  dignity,  intelligence, 
and  parity  of  the  tribunal,  but  to  render  both 
the  jndge  and  the  conrt  objects  of  nnivemaJ 
contempt,  acorn,  and  ridicule ;  and  least  of  all, 
that,  in  doing  this,  a  strong  prejudice  shall  also 
ba  ini^iBed  into  the  pnbiio  mmd  with  regard  to 
aaSs9  etUl  pending  in  the  court,  Waa  this 
(demanded  Mr.  Wirt)  a  sneer  at  the  liberty  of 
the  press  f  Waa  there  here  any  snarl  at  the 
liberty  of  the  press !  Was  the  declaration,  that 
It  waa  the  greatest  of  hnman  blessings,  confined 
to  the  disaeniination  of  truth  and  intelligence 
among  the  people,  an  attempt  to  bring  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  into  contempt  t  Was  not  the 
doctrine  here  laid  down  by  the  Judge  the  sound 
doctrine  concerning  the  liberty  of  the  press! 
And  would  it  not  meet  the  approbation  of  all, 
except  the  libeller?  To  be  useful,  the  liberty 
of  the  press  must  be  restrained.  The  principle 
of  restraint  was  impressed  upon  every  part  of 
creation.  By  restrunt  the  planets  were  kept 
in  their  orbits.  The  earth  performed  its  regu- 
lar evolntions  by  the  restraintof  the  centrifugal 
force  operating  upon  it.  The  vine  would  shoot 
into  rank  luxuriance,  if  not  nnder  the  restraint 
of  the  lawa  of  nature,  by  which  every  thing 
was  preserved  within  its  proper  bounds.  Waa 
not  every  thing  on  earth  impreased  with  this 
principle!  and  was  not  the  liberty  of  the  press 
to  be  restrained  to  the  perfonuance  of  its  nght- 
fol  fonctions  of  propagating  truth  for  Jost  ends ! 
It  was  not  always  those  who  were  loudest  in 
their  clamors  for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  who 
were  its  best  Mends.  There  be  those  who,- 
when  thej  hear  those  barsts  of  genius  and  elo- 
quence upon  the  liberty  of  the  preas,  coold  aay, 
like  poor  Oorddla— 


ABBIDGHKNT  OF  THE 

IVmI  ^  J«^  Aai. 


[Jai 


r,  1831. 


"  DnhafOT  that  I  am,  I  cannot  heave 
Uj  heart  into  my  mouth ;  I  love  yonr  UiJMiy 
AceordlDg  to  my  bood ;  aor  more,  nor  less." 
He  thought  there  had  been  no  occadon  for 
the  reniarlu  which  had  been  made  on  this  sub- 
ject. Judge  Feclc  loved  the  liberty  of  the  preo 
with  as  moch  parity  as  those  who  had  l>eeu  so 
loud  in  its  praises.  If  be  had,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  trial,  been  subjected  te  I 
commentary  so  severe,  what  might  not  be  ei- 
peoted  in  ita  aequel!  It  had  been  charged  upon 
the  respondent,  that  he  had  dared  to  attempt  to 
buy  off  this  impeachmeat  by  an  intimadoa  thai 
be  was  entitled  to  consideration  and  eiempd<», 
because  he  bad  decided  the  case  of  Soulaiil  in 
favor  of  the  United  States.  It  bad  been  alleged 
that  he  had  tried  to  bay  off  the  House  of  B«p- 
resentatives  by  dirty  acrea.  If  he  had  doiw 
so,  he  waa  a  vile  and  degraded  man,  and  he 
would  add,  one  of  the  moat  consummate  foola 
that  ever  aat  upon  the  bench.  Bnt  where  had 
he  add  tbiat  At  the  close  of  his  defeaoe,  he 
(Judge  Peck)  observed,  "  that,  in  this  proceed- 
ing, be  waa  actuated  by  a  sense  of  official  duty. 
He  considered  it  his  doty  to  suEtain  the  digaiiy 
and  authority  of  the  court  over  which  he  had 
been  appointed  to  preside :  he  considered  it  dee 
to  the  Government  which  he  represented;  due 
to  the  tribunal,  and  due  to  the  anitora  wboie 
righta  were  committed  to  its  protection,  to 
puoiah  this  contempt  as  he  did  punish  it.  Be 
did  consider  himself;  and  does  still  conwder 
himself,  as  austained,  at  every  step,  by  tlie 
highest  authority.  He  believed  it,  oonaden- 
tioosly,  to  be  his  solemn  and  imperious  duty  to 
make  tie  example  which  he  did  make,  toore 
especially  in  relation  to  the  country  in  which 
he  holds  hia  ooorta,  and  the  nature  of  the  clauni 
which  he  was  called  npon  to  adjndioate,  and 
which  bad  produced  thia  agitation.  If,  in  w 
doing,  he  haa  erred,  he  has  erred  in  eosawj 
with  jadidalcharaotera  with  whom  anyjndgs 
may  be  proud  to  associate  j  and  he  has  yet  to 
learn  that  such  an  error  would  be  a  high  mis- 
demeanor in  the  sense  of  the  Constitntion  of  uw 
United  States.  Judge  Peck  is  perfectly  aware 
of  the  purposea  to  be  answered  by  his  removal, 
and  is,  therefore,  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  per- 
tinacity with  which  it  haa  been  sought  for  the 
last  four  years.  Whether  these  porpoaw  art 
such  as  the  interests  of  the  United  hl^es  Mil 
upon  them  to  countenance,  by  ordering  fi™*^ 
proceedinga  in  this  caae,  is  a  qneetiM  ™^ 
others,  not  for  Judge  Peck.  Confident  be  is, 
that,  if  he  had  been  made  of  more  pliant  niaw- 
rials,  and  conld  have  reconciled  it  to  himse"  "• 
consult  his  repose,  rather  than  his  sense  of  aaKr> 
the  House  would  not  have  been  troubled  wm 
this  inquiry."  Was  this,  air,  a  propoiiuen  to 
bay  off  impeachment !  Was  this  the  IwfM^ 
of  a  man  crouching  under  the  chargewhich  Ma 
been  alleged  ag^nst  hunt  There  »«»  °''  ?L 
tempt,  hwe,  to  screen  himaelf  by  a  hnbe;  "y 
an  appeal  to  the  mteresta  of  the  honorsDW 
House  of  Keproaentativea.  It  waa  the  Ua^ 
of  a  m|tTi  indigDantly  aseerting  his  inoooeo<^ 
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ind  taming  upon  hia  seonser.  It  was  no  at- 
tempt to  buf  off  pmushment.  Let  candid*  uid 
boDonble  men  read  and  dMide  fbr  themselves. 
Thtre  wu  another  oireTunstaiice  which  he  feit 


mn£Ded  to  his  bed.  The  respondent,  held  np, 
u  be  had  been,  before  tbese  crowded  galleriea, 
lod  this  assembled  mnltitnde,  as  a  jadicial  mon' 
iter;  a  petty  provincial  tyrant;  thus  carica- 
timd,  empaled  and  crnoified,  before  this  nation, 
with  these  lacerated  feelings,  havinK  oocasion 
to  ipeak  to  ■  point  of  evidenee,  be  had  beb«}^ 
IB  emotion  with  his  trembling  haai\  a  tear 
had  started  trma  hia  eje.  Was  it  wonderflil 
that  the  mpondent,  innooent  and  rimple-heart- 
<d  u  a  cldld,  with  hia  repntation  at  hazard 
with  an  aged  parent,  whose  gray  hairs  he  di< 
not  widi  to  tend  down  to  the  Krave  with  sor 
r,  ahonld  haTC  thns  betrayed  his  feelings  on 


theo.       ...     __. 

VzcELim)  had  r^resented  him  a 


1 1     Yet,  an  honorable  manager  (Mi 

had  r^resented  him  as  shedding 

!  tears,  orooodile  tear^  before  this  aaaem- 


blj  and  thin  nation.  Did  the  honorable 
iger  recollect  the  proseontlon  of  Sir  Walter 
Rtleirii  by  Sir  Edward  Ooket  Did  he  r 
bT  the  Htirit  in  which  that  proseention  had 
been  eonaactedt  Did  he  recollect  that  Sir 
Kdward  Coke  had  stigmatized  that  gallaot  sol- 
dier as  a  spider  of  hell  f  Let  me  as!  the  hon- 
or^ile  manager  which  character  he  would  rather 
bear  with  posterity— that  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
or  Sir  Edwiud  Ooke  ?  He  had  the  pleasure  of 
1  personal  aoqn&intance  with  the  honorable 
ninager;  be  well  knew  that  mikindness  and 
bwbwity  were  far  removed  from  his  heart. 
What,  then,  bat  some  anacconntable  pr^ndioe 
wnld  have  Indnoed  these  remarks?  They  had 
me  to  the  world.  It  wonld  be  a  long  time 
Mfbre  this  trial  wonld  go  before  the  world,  to 
torrect  the  impressions  which  the  repmenta- 
tioiu  oT  honorable  managers  had  made.  Be 
bad,  therefore,  been  anxlotu  to  show  that  the 
reepondent  was  not  the  Jadioial  monster  that 
tie  was  charged  with  being;  that  he  had  not 
violated  the  liberty  of  the  press;  that  he  had 
Mt  attempted  to  buy  off  this  impeachment;  that 
Iw  wae  amiable,  patient,  and  forbearing,  both 
■a  a  man  and  a  jndge,  and  that  the  epithets 
spplied  to  bim  had  been  the  effect  of  preindiee, 
(n  hMt«d  and  perverted  Imaginations,  having 
BO  fonndation  in  tbot. 

Vr.  WiBT  was  proceeding  to  consider  the 
DMrits  of  the  case ;  when  at  the  soggestion  of 
Kr.  WnnKB,  the  oonrt  adjonmed. 


tttaroAT,  January  84. 
Trial  ofjMdgt  Ptei. 
The  Senate  having  again  resolved  itaelf  into 
s  OiMitt  of  Impeachment, 

Kr.  UcDcmi  said,  tiiat  in  conseqnenoe  of  a 
nnuA  of  Hr.  Wibt  yeaterday,  he  felt  himself 
c*U«d  upon  to  say,  in  sabatance,  that  the  pnb- 
licatiiia  of  hia  remarks,  in  opeiUng  the  ease 
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agwnst  Jndge  Feck,  had  been  made  withont  his 
authority;  thatthereport  of  these  remarksmnst 
have  appeared  evidently  imperfect,  though 
probably  as  pertM  as,  under  the  ciroamstanoes, 
it  could  have  been ;  and  that,  if  he  had  been 
consnlted,  he  should  have  advised  agtunst  the 
publication. 

Mr.  Wibt  acceded  to  the  oorrectness  of  these 
suggestions,  and  appeared  to  do  so  the  more 
readily  from  the  fact  that  he  had  seen  hia  own 
remarks,  made  on  Satnrday,  published  thlt 
morning,  without  bis  having  been  consulted  on 
the  subject.  He  added,  that  he  was  sure  that 
nothing  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  man- 
ager in  his  opening  speech,  of  the  truth  of  which 
he  had  not  been  entirely  satisfied. 


TnuoAT,  January  36, 
Trial  q^  Judi/e  Peeh. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Sgh 
Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

Hr.  Wibt  occupied  four  honrs  in  concluding 
his  speech  for  the  respondent.  Wit,  sarcasm, 
searching  argument,  and  impressive  eloquence, 
ponred  forth  in  streams,  riveted  the  attention 
and  elicited  the  admiration  of  a  crowded  Senate- 
room  and  crowded  galleries  during  that  Ions 
space  of  time.  Whatever  might  be  the  fate  of 
the  respondent,  said  the  graceful  orator,  in  sub- 
dued and  almost  exhansted  tones;  whether 
convicted  or  acquitted,  he  should  always  bo 
prond  to  take  him  by  tiie  hand  as  that  noUest 
of  God's  works,  ah  Boinsr  luir,  and  to  call 
him  BIS  rxKSD. 

The  oonrt  and  Benate  then  acljonmed. 

WxDHUDAT,  January  26. 
TrUU  of  Jadg«  Pieh. 

T£t.  Stokks  addressed  the  Oonrt  in  support  of 
the  impeachment.  He  maint^ed  the  position, 
that  no  free  citizen  could  he  ptmished  by  the 
summary  process  of  attachment  for  a  lihel  or 
contempt  against  any  court  in  a  cense  not  pend- 
ing in  tnat  court ;  thatsnch  a  power  had  never 
been  eieroised,  even  by  the  courts  of  England ; 
that  the  charge  against  Judge  Peck  was  not 
BO  much  for  suspending  Mr.  liwless,  as  an  at- 
torney, from  practice  in  hia  court,  but  for  im- 
prisoning him,  and  depriving  him  of  his  liberty 
as  a  citizen,  withont  indictment  and  trial  by 
Jury ;  that  hbels  or  contempts,  for  causes  not 
pending  in  conrt,  were  misdemeanors,  which 
conld  only  be  punished  by  indictment  and  trial, 
and  that  the  conduct  of  Judge  Feck  tended  to 
break  down  all  the  securities  and  guards  which 
the  law  had  raised  for  the  protection  of  the 
liberties  of  the  American  people. 

Before  he  oonolnded,  the  court  adjoarned, 

THTIB3DA.T,  JonUATy  27. 

Ur.  OlIttok,  trom  the  committee  appointed 

.  to  investigate  the  present  condition  of  the  Post 
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Office  Deptulment,  oSbred  the  followiDg  resoln- 
tdon,  obBerving  that  the  oonuiiitt«e  were  noaui- 
mously  of  the  opinion,  that,  in  order  to  prose- 
cate  that  iaveatigation  with  effect,  it  was  ne- 
oessorj  tliat  thef  abould  be  empowered  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers : 

Setolvtd,  That  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
eiunine  md  t«port  the  preient  cooditioD  of  the 
Poet  Office  DepMlment  have  poirer  to  tend  for  per- 
■ona  and  papers. 

Mr.  Cl^ttos  moved  the  second  reading  and 
adoption  of  theresolntion  at  this  time;  bat  this 
motion  reqniring  the  unanimous  assent  of  the 
Senate  for  ito  passage,  and  Mr.  Bbnton  object- 
ing to  it,  the  resolution  lies  on  the  table  one 

Mr.  LimroaroK  sabmitted  tiie  following  reso- 
lution : 

JUvJved,  That  the  Committee  on  finance  be  In- 
structed lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makiag 
fiirtber  proTiaion  for  the  support  of  Africaos  cap- 
tured bj  Tessel*  of  the  Coited  Blates,  and  brought 
into  the  United  States. 

Trial  of  Judge  Pxle. 

The  Senate  then  ag^  resolved  itself  into  a 
Ooort  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Stobbs  concloded  bis  argument  in  support 
of  the  impeachmeat.  Its  seooel  was  necnliarlj 
impressive  and  eloqaenL  One  sentmient  ot- 
tered by  the  honorable  manager  is  especially 
worthy  of  record.  He  said  the  best  support 
of  the  judiciary  was  tobefonnd  In  the  affections 
of  the  people.  The  people  wonid  be  tmo  to 
thejadicisry  as  long  as  they  were  tme  to  them- 
selves. The  jadiciary  would  find  protection 
with  the  people,  and  in  their  legislative  balls, 
□ntil  they  should  become  so  debased  as  to  be 
nnworthy  of  protection.  It  was  not  by  the 
nsDTpation  of  an  unlawful  and  tyrannical  power, 
nor  by  the  exercise  of  an  anlawfol  jurisdiction, 
that  Uiey  could  expect  their  independence  to 
be  respected  or  preserved ;  and  he  seemed  to 
press  this  point  so  far  as  to  think  that  the 
character,  utility,  aod  fate  of  the  judicial  branch 
of  the  Government  depended  apcm  the  decision 
of  this  case. 

The  court  and  Senate  adjoomed. 

FeiDAT,  January  26. 
The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr, 
Olaytom,  and  lib'.  IjmiofiToii,  were  severally 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

Trial  q/ Jvdge  Peek. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Oonrt  of  Impeachment 

Mr.  WiBT,  with  permission,  expluned  a  re- 
mark which  he  was  understood  to  have  made 
towards  the  conclusion  of  hisargnmentinfavor 
of  the  respondent 

Mr.  BcooASAM  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
court  in  an  able  argument  in  support  of  the 
impeacbmenL    He  declared,  that  the  OBorpa- 
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tion  of  an  authority  not  legally  possessed  hy  a 
judge,  for  tiie  manifest  abuse  of  a  power  raiXiy 
given,  was  a  misbehavior  in  the  sense  of  tha 
constitution,  for  which  he  shonld  be  dismiesed 
from  office.  He  contended,  that  the  conduct  of 
Jndge  PedL  in  the  case  of  Mr.  lAwleas,  vraa  in 
express  violation  of  the  constitution  and  tlie 
laws  of  the  land,  that  the  oircumstanoea  of  that 
case  were  amply  sufBcient  to  show  a  crtminal 
intention  on  his  port  in  the  summary  punish- 
ment of  Mr.  Lawless;  that,  in  order  to  prOTO 
the  criminality  of  his  intention,  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  demonstrate  an  actually  raaliciomi 
action,  or  a  larking  revenge ;  that  the  infliotioa 
npon  Mr.  Lawless  of  a  summary  and  cruel  pnn- 
iehment,  for  having  written  an  article  deoorona 
in  its  language,  was  itself  sufficient  to  prove  the 
badness  of  the  motive ;  that  the  consequences 
of  the  Jndge'e  actions  were  indlcaHve  of  his  in- 
tentions ;  that  our  courts  had  no  right  to  pun- 
ish, as  for  contempts,  in  a  summary  mode, 
lil>el8,  even  in  pending  caoses ;  and  that,  if  he 
succeeded,  as  he  believed  he  should,  in  estab- 
lishing these  positions,  he  should  consider  that 
he  had  a  right  to  demand  the  judgment  of  the 
conrt  against  the  respondent.  The  honorable 
manaeer  oontinoed  to  address  the  court  for 
three  hours  and  a  quarter;  and  finding  that  ha 
could  not  conclude  nis  argument  at  this  sitting, 
the  conrt  ai^onmed  till  to-morrow. 


Sattibdat,  Jonnorj  29. 
Trial  of  Jvdge  Peck. 
The  Senate  then  again  restdved  itself  into  a 
Court  of  Impeachment 

Mr,  BnoHANAK  concluded  his  orgnment  in 
support  of  the  impeachment.  He  took  the  fur- 
ther position,  that  the  publication  of  Mr.  Law- 
lesa,  nnder  the  signature  of  "  A  Citizen,"  conld 
not,  in  a  trial  upon  an  indicbnent  for  lib^  be 
established  to  be  libellous,  acoording  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  land ;  th^  the  paper 
was,  oo  its  £soe,  perfectly  harmless  in  itMf ; 
and  that,  so  &r  as  it  went,  it  was  not  an  unfair 
representation  of  the  opinion  of  Judge  Peck. 
The  honorable  manager  critically  and  legilly 
analyzed  the  nine  last  specifications  in  Uie  pub- 
lication, to  establish  these  points.  He  then 
proceeded  to  sum  up  and  descant  npon  the  tes- 
timony produced  in  the  case  before  the  Court 
of  Impeachment,  in  order  to  show  the  arbitrary 
and  cruel  conduct  of  Judge  Feck ;  and,  in  a 
peroration  marked  by  it^  ardent  eloquence,  he 
declared,  that  if  this  man  e6c^>ed,  the  declara- 
tion of  a  distinguished  politician  of  this  country, 
that  the  power  of  impeachment  was  bnt  the 
scarecrow  of  the  constitution,  would  be  folly 
verified ;  that  when  this  trial  commenced,  be 
recoikd  with  horror  &om  the  idea  of  limiting^ 
and  rendering  precarious  and  dependent,  the 
tenure  of  the  Judicial  office,  bo  t  that  the  acquittal 
of  the  respondent  would  reconcile  him  to  that 
evil,  as  one  less  than  a  hopeless  and  remedUesa 
submisnoa  to  judicial  usurpatioQ  aod  tyranny. 
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people.  In  the  name,  therefore,  of  the  people 
of  Che  Uaited  States,  whoee  liberties  he  had 
Txriitedr— La  the  name  of  the  jadioiaiy,  whose 
dttnctar  be  had  injured  and  taraiahed — he 
leapwtAilly  asked  of  this  honorable  oonrt  the 
convictioD  of  the  respondent, 

The  argoment  being  oonolnded  on  both  aidea, 
m  motion  of  Hr.  Wkbvrb,  tiie  conrt  then  re- 
nlved  ti)  meet  ag»n  at  13  o'clock  on  Uoudaj 
manting  neit,  in  order  to  proceed  fnrther  in 
the  MHuddetatioa  of  thia  impeaehmenL 

Adjoumed. 


Uon>AT,  Jannarj  81. 
Trial,  qf  Judge  Peek. 
Ihe  Senate  again  readied  itaelf  into  a  Conrt 
aflmpeaohment;  and 

n*  Honaa  of  BepreeentatireB,  with  their 
manigcn,  and  the  eannsel  for  the  respondent, 
hning  come  into  court, 
Ur.  Tuxnu.  moved  the  following  resolu' 

Sadtti,  That  this  court  will  dov  pronoonce  judg- 
Mnt  apoD  Junes  H.  Feck,  Judge  of  tbe  District 
Coon  of  ihe  Doited  fitatei  for  ^e  District  of  Us- 

Ifr.  riatwiu,  observed,  that  if  there  waa 
<m  member  of  the  court  nnprepared  for  a  de- 
(irioD  (n  this  impeachment  at  this  time,  or  pre- 
ftmd  aaj  other  mode  of  proceeding  to  pro- 
DOUHH  judgment,  he  wonld  oheerfolljr  with- 
draw the  lewdation. 

No  objection  haring  been  made,  tbe  resolo- 

tiCBwai  nirniiiniimljr  adopted. 

Hw  namea  of  the  Senatora  were  then  called 
owr  by  the  Secretary. 

_  Hw  Seeretaiy  of  the  Senate,  nnder  the  direc- 
tioct  of  the  VtOB  PBuatiBBT,  read  the  article  of 
npMohnuDt  exhibited  by  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
•MtatiTe*  agBinat  James  H.  Peck,  Jndge  of  the 
District  Conrt  of  tbe  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
IrietofKiwaurL 

The  Yioi  pBuntnrr  roee  and  said — 

Beutobs  :  Yon  hare  heard  the  article  of  im- 
pnehment  read  :  yon  have  heard  the  evidence 
ud  the  argamMite  for  and  against  the  reapon- 
deat:  when  yonr  names  are  called,  yon  will 
riie  from  yonr  seata,  and  distinctly  pronoonce 
whether  he  is  gnilty  or  not  gmlty,  aa  chained 
hj  the  House  of  Repreaentatives. 

tbe  Vice  PsisimNT  then,  in  an  andible 
Tnoe,  pnt  the  following  question  to  each  of  the 
SeutoTB  in  alphabeticai  order ; 

Mr.  Senator  :    What  say  yon:    Is 

iam  H.  Feck,  Judge  of  the  District  Oonrt  of 
tiie  Cnited  States  for  the  Diatrict  of  JDasonri, 
fuhy  or  not  gniltj  of  the  high  misdemeanor 
(i^ged  in  the  article  of  impeachment  exhibited 
■^ast  him  by  the  Honse  of  Representatives  t 


£ach  Senator  roee  from  his  seat,  as  this  qnes- 
tion  was  proponnded  to  hitn,  taA  answered  as 

GeiLTT. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Brown,  Clayton,  Dick- 
BTKin,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane, 
Eiog,  Livlngatoii,  HcEinley,  Foindeiler,  Robbins, 
Sanford,  Bmllh  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Troop,  Tyler,  Woodbury— 21. 

NotOdiltt.— Hessra.  Borloa,  Bell,  Bumet,  Cbose, 
Foot,  PreliughujeeD,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Harks,  Nsudaiu,  Noble,  Ruggtea, 
Beymaur,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Taiewell,  WebKer, 
While,  Willey— 82. 

Ur.  Bbstok  and  Ur.  Robinson  were  excused 
ftom  voting.  Ur.  Bibb,  Hr.  OsAjasBS,  and 
Mr.  RowAB  were  absent 

The  Vice  Pkuidkkt  agaio  rose,  and  ob- 

Bkkatobb:  Twent7-one  Senators  having 
voted  that  the  reapcmdent  is  guilty,  and  twen- 
ty-two that  he  is  not  guilty ;  and  two-thirds  of 
the  Senate  not  having  voted  for  his  convic- 
tion, it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Ohwr  to  pro- 
nonnce,  that  James  H.  Peck,  the  Judge  of  the 
District  Conrt  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Uiaeonri,  stands  acquitted  of  the  charge 
exhibited  agtunst  him  by  tbe  Boom  of  Kepre- 
sentatjves. 

The  VioK  Pbesidbst  then  directed  the  Mar- 
shal to  o^onm  the  Conrt  of  Impeachment; 
and  it  was  accordingly  adjoomed  fine  dU. 


■Wtosmdat,  Fohmary  8. 


Mr.  BtmoK,  in  pnranance  of  notice  ^ven 
yesterday,  rose  to  oak  leave  to  introdcoe  the 
foUowing  resolution : 

Rttolttd  by  tA»  StnaU  and  Houtt  of  Repnunia- 
tivtta/Ihe  Uaittd  Stata  of  America^  in  CtMgnu  at- 
tanbltd.  That  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Dnited 
States  ought  not  to  be  renewed. 

Ur.  Bbbton  commenced  bis  speech  in  snp- 
port  of  the  application  for  the  leave  he  was 
about  to  ask,  with  a  justification  of  himeelf  for 
bringing  forward  the  qneetion  of  renewal  at 
this  time,  when  the  charter  had  still  five  years 
to  mn ;  and  bottomed  his  vindication  chiefly 
on  the  right  he  possessed,  and  the  necessity  he 
was  under  to  answer  certain  reports  of  one  of 
the  committees  of  the  Senate,  made  in  opposi- 
tion to  certain  resolutions  relative  to  the  bonk, 
which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  for- 
mer  sessions,  and  which  reports  he  hod  not 
had  an  opportnnit;  of  answering.  He  said  it 
had  been  bis  fortnne,  or  chance,  some  three 
years  aco,  to  snbmic  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  undrawn  balances  of  public  money  in  the 
handa  of  the  bank,  and  to  accompany  it  with 
some  poor  remarks  of  unfavorable  implication 
to  the  future  existence  of  that  institution.  Uy 
resolution  (s^d  Mr.  B.)  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ilnanoe,  who  made  a  report  de- 
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oidedlf  adverse  to  all  mj  viewB,  and  emmentJf 
favorable  to  the  bank,  both  bb  a  preaent  and 
fatnre  inatitation.  This  report  came  in  on  the 
13th  of  May,  just  fourteen  aaji  before  the  con- 
clnBion  of  a  bii  months'  sesaon,  when  all  was 
han7  and  precipitation  to  terminate  the  biui- 
neas  on  hand,  and  when  there  was  not  the  least 
chance  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Senate  in 
the  conaidemtion  of  an;  new  Bnbject.  The  re- 
port was,  therefore,  laid  upon  the  table  unan- 
swered, bnt  was  printed  hj  order  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  in  extra  nmnbers,  and  widely  difibsed 
over  the  country  by  means  of  the  newspaper 
press.  At  the  commeaeement  of  the  next  ses- 
sion, it  being  irregolar  to  call  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  past  report^  I  was  under  the  neces- 
sity to  begjn  anew,  and  accordingly  subnutted 
my  resolntdon  a  second  time,  and  that  qnite 
early  in  the  session ;  say  on  the  first  day  of 
January.  It  was  my  wish  and  request  that 
this  resolution  might  he  discussed  in  the  Sen- 
ate, bnt  the  sentiment  of  the  mqority  was  dif- 
ferent, and  a  second  reference  of  it  was  made  to 
the  Finance  Committee.  A  second  report  of 
the  same  purport  with  the  first  was  a  matter  of 
course ;  bnt  what  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
matter  of  course  was  this :  that  this  second  re- 
port should  not  come  in  until  the  20th  day  of 
Febroary,  juat  fourteen  days  again  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  for  it  was  then  liie  short 
session,  and  the  Senate  as  much  pinched  as  be- 
fore for  time  to  finish  the  husinesa  on  hand. 
No  answer  eonld  be  made  to  it,  but  the  report 
was  printed,  with  the  former  report  appended 
to  it ;  and  thus,  united  like  the  Siamese  twins, 
and  with  the  apparent,  but  not  real  sanction  of 
the  Senate,  they  went  forth  together  to  make 
the  tour  of  the  Union  io  tlie  columns  of  the 
newspaper  press.  Tbos,  I  was  a  second  time 
out  of  court;  a  second  time  non-suited  for 
want  of  a  replication,  when  there  was  no  time 
to  file  one.  I  had  intended  to  begin  de  now, 
and  for  the  third  time,  at  the  opening  of  the 
ensuing  session  ;  but,  happily,  was  anticipated 
and  prevented  by  the  annual  Message  of  the 
new  President,  (General  Jackson,)  which 
brought  this  qaestion  of  renewing  the  bank 
charter  directly  before  Congress.  A  reference 
of  this  pul  of  the  Uesisge  was  made,  of  course, 
to  the  Finance  Committee :  the  committee,  of 
course,  a|^n  reported,  and  with  increased  ar- 
dor, in  favor  of  the  twnk.  Unhappily  this  third 
report,  which  was  an  amplification  and  reitera- 
tion of  the  two  former,  did  not  come  in  until 
the  session  was  four  months  advanced,  and 
when  the  time  of  the  Seuate  bad  become  en- 
grossed, and  ita  attention  absorbed,  by  the  nU' 
merous  and  important  subjects  which  had  accu- 
mulated upon  the  Calendar.  Printing  in  extra 
numbers,  general  oirculstion  through  the  news- 
paper press,  and  no  answer,  was  the  catastrophe 
of  this  ttiird  reference  to  the  finance  Commit- 
tee. Thns  waa  I  non-suited  for  the  third  time. 
The  fourth  session  haa  now  come  round ;  the 
same  subject  is  again  before  the  same  commit' 
tee  on  the  reference  of  the  part  of  the  Preu- 
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the  bank ;  and,  donbtless,  a  fourth  report  of  th« 
same  import  with  the  three  preceding  ones, 
may  lie  expected.  Bnt  when  t  is  the  question. 
And,  as  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  and  th» 
scesion  is  now  two-thirds  advanced,  and  sa  I 
have  no  disposition  to  be  out  off  for  Qie  foorth 
time,  I  have  thought  proper  to  create  an  occa- 
sion to  deliver  my  own  sentiments,  by  aakiiig 
leave  to  introduce  ajoint  reaolution,  adverse  to 
the  tenor  of  all  the  reports,  and  to  give  mj 
reasons  ag^at  them,  wnile  supporting  my  mp- 
plication  fbr  Uie  leave  demAudw ;  a  cocrse  of 
proceeding  which  is  just  to  myself  and  uignst 
to  no  one,  aince  all  are  at  liberty  to  answer  me. 
These  are  my  personal  reasons  for  this  stop, 
and  a  part  of  my  answer  to  the  objection  that  I 
have  begun  too  soon.  The  conduct  of  the  bank, 
and  ita  mends,  constitutes  the  second  branch  of 
my  justification.  It  is  certwnly  not  "toosocm'' 
for  them,  Judging  by  their  conduct,  to  engage 
in  the  question  of  renewing  the  bank  charter. 
In  and  out  of  Congress,  they  all  seem  to  be  <rf 
one  accord  on  this  pomt.  Three  reports  of 
committees  in  the  Senate,  and  one  &om  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Eonse  of  Representatives  have 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  renewal;  and  all 
these  reports,  instead  of  being  Md  away  for 
future  use — instead  of  being  stuck  in  pigeon 
holes,  and  labelled  for  future  attention,  as  things 
coming  forth  prematurely,  and  not  wanted  fi« 
present  service — have,  on  the  contrary,  been 
universally  received  by  the  bank  and  its  friends, 
in  one  great  tempest  of  applause ;  greeted  with 
every  species  of  acclamation ;  reprinted  in  mc«t 
of  the  papers,  and  ever;  effort  made  to  give  the 
widest  dif^sion,  and  Uie  highest  effect,  to  the 
ai^nments  they  contain.  In  addition  to  this, 
and  at  tiie  present  session,  within  a  few  days 
past,  three  thousand  copies  of  the  exposition  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Bans:  have  been  printed  by 
order  of  the  two  Houses,  a  thing  never  before 
done,  and  now  intended  to  blazon  the  merits  of 
the  hank.    [Ur.  Smth,  of  Maryland,  here  ex- 

Eressed  some  dissent  to  this  statement;  batUr. 
.affirmed  its  oorreotneaa  in  substance  if  not  to 
the  letter,  and  cootuiued.1  This  does  not  look 
as  if  the  bank  advocates  Oiougfat  it  was  too  toon 
to  discuss  the  question  of  renewing  the  charter; 
and,  upon  this  exhibition  of  their  sentiments,  I 
shall  rest  the  assertion  and  the  proo^  that  they 
do  not  think  so.  The  third  branch  of  my  justi- 
fication rests  upon  a  sense  of  public  duty ;  upon 
a  sense  of  what  is  just  and  advantageous  to  the 
people  in  general,  and  to  the  debtors  and  atock- 
holden  of  the  bank  in  particular.  The  renewal 
of  the  charter  is  a  question  which  ooncems  the 

Cple  at  laive ;  and  if  they  are  to  have  any 
d  in  the  aecision  of  this  question — if  they 
are  even  to  know  what  is  done  before  it  is 
done,  it  is  high  time  that  they  and  their  Sepre- 
sentatives  in  Congress  shonld  understand  each 
other's  mind  upon  it  The  charter  haa  bnt  five 
years  to  mn ;  and  if  renewed  at  all,  will  proba- 
bly be  at  some  short  period,  say  two  or  tliree 
years,  befoie  the  time  is  out,  and  at  any  time 
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inj  hand  in  the  decision  of  tliis  great  qneation. 
To  the  bank  itself,  it  mast  be  aorantEigBous,  at 
least,  if  not  deeirabJe,  to  know  its  fate  at  once, 
that  it  maj  avoid  (if  ttiere  ia  to  be  no  renewal) 
tbe  tmable  and  expense  of  mnltipljing  branches 
upon  the  ere  of  dissolntion,  and  the  risk  and 
{neonTBoienee  of  extending  loans  bejond  the 
tenn  of  its  existence.  To  the  debtors  npon 
mortgagee,  and  indefinite  accommodations,  it 
most  be  also  advantageons,  if  not  desirable,  to 
be  notified  in  advance  of  the  end  of  their  inanl- 
gences ;  so  tiiat,  to  every  interest,  public  and 
private,  political  and  pecnniary,  general  and 
partieniar,  full  discasnon,  and  seasonable  de- 
cimon,  is  jost  and  proper. 

I  hold  mjself  justified,  Hr.  Preradent,  npon 
the  reasons  given,  for  proceeding  in  my  present 
^iplieation;  bnt,  as  example  is  sometimes  more 
sathoritative  Oian  reAoiC  I  will  take  the  lib- 
Hty  to  produce  one,  which  is  as  high  in  point 
of  audioritj  as  it  is  appropriate  in  point  of  ap- 
plication, and  which  happens  to  fit  tbe  case  be- 
fore the  Senate  as  completely  as  if  it  had  been 
made  for  it.  I  speak  of  what  has  lately  been 
dooe  in  tbe  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  It  so 
iiawens,  that  the  charter  of  tbe  Bank  of  Eng- 
lina  is  to  expire,  npon  its  own  limitation,  nearly 
^xmt  tbe  same  time  with  the  charter  of  tbe 
Biok  of  the  United  States,  namely,  in  the  year 
1B3S;  and  as  far  back  as  1824,  no  leas  than 
nine  years  before  its  expiration,  the  question  of 
ila  renewal  waa  debated,  and  that  with  great 
freedom,  in  the  BritiBh  Honse  of  Commons.  I 
»ill  read  some  extracts  from  that  debate,  as 
the  fdrest  way  of  presenting  the  example  to 
te  Senate,  and  the  most  effectual  mode  of  se- 
niting  to  myself  the  advantage  of  the  senti- 
nents  expreraed  by  British  statesmen. 

[thi  nTBjkcra.] 
Sr  Henry  PuttelL — "The  Horae  shonld no  longer 
deky  to  tom  ila  attention  to  the  expediency  of  re- 
aevkg  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  EngUad.  Here- 
Xfore  It  had  been  the  Kgotar  custom  to  renew  the 
tbuUt  Mveral  years  before  tbe  existing  charter 
Ixd  expired.  The  last  reoevil  waa  made  when  the 
ciiniDg  charter  had  eleven  yeui  lo  ran  ;  the  pres- 
au  charter  had  nine  yean  only  to  conUane,  aod  be 
^  very  uiiiotii  to  prevent  tbe  nu^ng  of  any 
■entment  l>etween  the  Oovemment  and  the  bank 
liir  1  renewal,  without  a  i\ill  examination  of  tbe 
poGcy  of  again  conferring  npon  the  bank  of  Eng- 
had  any  exclnilve  privilege.  The  practice  bad 
Wn  bt  QoverDlneot  to  make  a  secret  arrangement 
Tith  the  bank;  to  submit  It  hnmediately  to  the 
I>opiietarB  of  Uie  bank  for  their  approbation,  and 
toeaD  ipoo  the  Hoiue  the  next  day  to  oonarm  it, 
■iUwut  aftndiiiK  any  opportunity  of  fair  delibera- 
'■BB.  8a  much  Ulfoniiation  had  been  obtained  np- 
*  Iks  bulking  trade,  and  npon  tbe  nature  of  cnr- 
nacT  ia  the  lait  fifteen  yean,  that  it  waa  pariicu- 
^  Deoeawry  lo  enter  upon  a  full  ioTeBtigation  of 
ue  poQcy  of  renewing  the  bank  charter  before  any 
jjefoUation  should  be  entered  npon  between  the 
'^ontnmeiit  and  the  bank;  and  be  (rosted  the 
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Government  would  not  commence  any  auch  negoti- 
ation ontil  the  sense  of  Parliament  bad  been  token 

DO  this  iniporlant  Subject." 

"Hr.  Hume  said  it  was  of  very  great  importance 
that  his  mRJesty's  miniatara  ahanld  take  immediate 
Btepi  to  free  themselves  from  the  trammels  in  which 
they  bad  long  been  held  by  the  bank.  iM  the  In- 
terest of  money  was  now  nearly  on  a  level  with 
what  it  was  when  the  bank  lent  a  large  sum  to 
Government,  he  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  not  listen  to  any  application  for  a 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  but  would  pay  off  sf  ery 
shilling  that  had  been  borrowed  from  the  bank. 
■  ••■•■  Let  the  country  gentlemen  rec- 
ollect that  the  bank  was  now  acting  as  pawn-broker 
on  a  lar^  scale,  and  lending  money  on  estates,  a 
system  entirely  contrary  to  tbe  originaL  intention  of 
that  institution.  «•«•••••  Be 
hoped,  before  the  exiuration  of  the  charter,  that 
a  regolar  inqniry  would  be  made  into  the  whole 
sobjeot." 

Mr.  Edward  EUioe.—"  It  (tbe  Bank  of  England) 


a  great  n 


lopoliiing  body,  eqjoying  privileges 


other  corporation,  and  no 
other  claaa  ofhis  m^ostj's  subject*.  •  •  •  ■ 
Be  hoped  that  the  eicIusiTe  charter  would  never 
■gun  be  granted ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  would  make 
Government  very  cautious  how  they  entertained 
any  such  propositions.  The  right  honorable  Chan- 
ceUor  of  the  Exoheqoer  [Hr.  Robinson]  liad  pro- 
tested against  tbe  idea  of  straining  any  point  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  bank ;  he  thought,  however,  that 
the  bank  had  very  little  to  complin  of,  when  their 
stock,  after  all  their  past  proSls,  was  at  2S8.' 

The  Chancellor  <tf  the  Excliequer  "  deprecated 
the  discussion,  as  leading  to  no  practical  result." 

Hr.  Alexander  Bariog  "  objected  to  it  as  prema- 
ture and  unnecessary." 

6ir  William  Pulteney  (ul  another  debate.)—"  The 
prejudices  io  favor  of  the  present  bank  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  long  habit  of  coaBidering  it  as  a 
sort  of  pillar  which  nothing  can  shake.  •  ■  • 
The  bank  has  been  supported,  and  is  still  sapported, 
by  the  fear  and  terror  of  which,  by  means  of  Its 
monopoly,  it  has  bad  the  power  to  inspire.  It  is 
well  luiown,  that  there  is  hardly  an  extensive  trader, 
a  manu&etnrer,  or  .a  banker,  either  in  London,  or 
at  a  distance  From  it,  to  whom  the  bank  could  not 
do  a  serious  injury,  and  could  olten  bring  on  even 
insolvency.  •••■"•  i  consider  the 
power  given  by  the  monopoly  to  tM  of  the  nature 
of  all  other  deapotio  power,  which  corrupts  the 
despot  as  much  as  it  corrupts  the  slave.  ■  ■  • 
*  '  *  It  is  in  the  natnre  of  man,  that  a  monop- 
oly must  necessarily  be  ill-oonduoted.  •  •  •  • 
■  *  Whatever  Jangiuge  the  [private]  bankers 
may  feel  themselves  obliged  to  hold,  yet  no  one  can 
believe  that  they  have  any  satiabction  in  being, 
and  coatlouing,  under  a  dominion  wbicb  has  proved 
so  grievous  and  so  disastrous.  ••••■* 
I^an  never  believe  that  the  merchants  and  bankers 
of  this  country  will  prove  unwilling  to  emancipate 
themselves.  If  they  con  do  it  without  risiiing  the  re- 
sentment of  the  bank.  No  man  in  France  was 
heard  to  complain,  openly,  of  the  bastile  while  it 
existed.  The  merchants  and  bankers  of  this  coun- 
try have  the  blood  of  Englishmen,  and  will  be  happy 
lo  relieve  themselves  from  a  rituation  of  perpetoal 
terror,  if  the^  oould  do  it  coosisteatly  with  a  dnt 
regard  to  Uieir  own  interast." 
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Here  is  authority  added  to  reason — the  force 
of  B.  great  example  added  to  the  weiglit  of  ua- 
answersbla  reoBons,  in  favor  of  aeily  discua- 
sion ;  so  that  I  trnst,  I  have  effectually  pat 
aside  that  old  and  coavenient  ejection  to  the 
"  time ; "  that  moat  fleiible  and  accommodstuiK 
objection,  which  applisB  to  all  aeaeonSj  and  all 
subjects,  wid  is  jQHtaa  available  for  cutting  off  a 
late  debate,  becanse  it  ie  too  late,  as  it  is  '~~ 
Htifliog  tut  early  one,  becanse  it  is  too  early. 

First:  Mr.  President,  I  object  to  the  renewal 
of  tHe  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
because  I  look  npon  the  bonk  as  an  instjtution 
too  great  and  powerful  to  be  tolerated  in  a 
Government  of  free  and  equal  laws.  Its  power 
is  that  of  a  parse ;  a  power  more  potent  than 
that  of  the  sword ;  and  this  power  it  poaaessea 
to  a  d^^ree  and  extent  that  will  enable  the 
bank  to  draw  to  itself  too  mnob  of  tlte  political 

Sower  of  this  Union ;  and  too  much  of  the  in- 
ividual  property  of  the  citizens  of  these  States. 
The  money  power  of  the  bank  is  both  direct 
aud  Sndireot 

[The  Vice  Pbsbidsht  here  intimstad  to 
Kr.  B.  that  he  vas  ont  of  order,  and  had 
not  a  right  to  go  into  the  merits  of  tie  bank 
upon  the  motion  which  he  had  made.  Mr.  B. 
begged  pardon  of  the  Vice  President,  and  re- 
Bpectfnlly  insisted  that  be  was  in  order,  and 
had  a  right  to  proceed.  He  said  he  was  pro- 
ooeding  upon  the  parliamentary  rule  of  asking 
leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolution,  and,  in 
doing  which,  he  had  a  right  to  state  his  rea- 
sons, which  reaaons  constituted  hi^  speech ; 
that  the  motion  was  debatable,  and  the  whole 
Senate  might  answer  him.  The  Yiob  Pbbsi- 
DKHT  then  directed  Mr.  B.  to  proceed.] 

Ur.  B.  resumed.  The  direct  power  of  the 
bank  ia  now  prodigious,  and,  in  the  event  of 
tiie  renewal  of  the  charter,  must  speedily  be- 
come boundless  and  uncontrollable.  The  l>ank 
is  now  authorized  to  own  effects,  lands  inclu- 
sive, to  the  amount  of  fifty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  to  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of  thirty- 
five  millions  more.  This  makes  ninety  mil- 
lions ;  and,  in  addition  to  this  vast  .snm,  there 
is  an  opening  for  an  unlimited  increase :  or, 
there  is  a  dispensation  in  the  charter  to  issue 
as  many  more  not«s  as  Congress,  by  law,  may 
permit.  This  opens  the  door  to  bonndless 
emissions;  for  wnat  can  be  more  unbounded 
than  Uie  will  and  pleasure  of  successive  Con- 
gresses I  The  indirect  power  of  the  bank  can- 
not b«  stated  in  figures ;  but  it  can  be  shown 
to  be  immense.  In  the  first  place,  it  has  the 
keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  now  amonoting 
to  twenty-six  millions  per  annum,  (the  Post 
Office  Department  included,)  and  the  gratuitous 
use  of  the  undrawn  balances,  large  enough  to 
constitute  in  themselves  the  capital  of  a  great 
Btate  bank.  In  the  next  place,  its  promissory 
notes  are  receivable,  by  law,  in  purchase  of  tii 
property  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  in 
pajinent  of  all  debts  due  them ;  and  this  may 
increase  its  power  to  the  amount  of  the  annnat 
revenue,  by  creating  a  demand  fur  its  notes  to 
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that  amount.  In  the  third  place,  it  wears  Qio 
name  of  the  United  States,  and  has  the  Federal 
Government  for  a  partner ;  and  this  name,  and 
this  partnership,  identify  the  credit  of  the 
hank  with  the  credit  of  the  Union.  In  the 
fourth  place,  it  is  armed  witli  authority  to  dia- 

Earage  aud  discredit  the  notes  of  other  banks, 
y  excluding  them  from  all  payments  to  the 
United  States ;  and  this,  added  to  all  its  otlier 
powers,  direct  and  indirect,  mokes  this  institor 
tion  the  nucontrollable  monarch  of  the  mou* 
eyed  system  of  tlie  Union.  To  whom  is  all 
this  piower  granted  t  To  a  company  of  pnvata 
individuals,  many  of  them  foreigners,  and  the 
mass  of  them  residing  in  a  remote  and  narrow 
comer  of  the  Union,  unconnected  by  any  sym- 
pathy with  the  fertile  r^ons  of  the  Great  Val- 
ley, in  which  the  naturu  power  of  this  Union 
— tlie  power  of  numbers — will  be  found  to  re- 
side long  before  the  renewed  term  of  a  second 
charter  would  expire.  By  whom  is  all  this 
power  to  be  exercised  >  By  a  directory  of 
seven,  (it  may  be,)  governed  by  a  m^'ori^  of 
four,  (it  may  be ;)  and  none  of  tiiese  elected  by 
the  people,  or  responsible  to  them.  Where  is 
it  to  be  exercised  f  At  a  single  city,  distant  a 
tltonsand  miles  from  some  of  Uie  States,  receiv- 
ing the  produce  of  none  of  them,  (except  one;) 
no  interest  in  the  welfare  of  any  of  them,  (ex- 
cept one;)  no  commerce  with  the  people;  with 
branches  in  every  State ;  and  evory  branch 
Bulq'ect  to  the  secret  and  absolute  orders  of  the 
supreme  ceutrsl  head :  thus  constitnting  a  sys- 
tem of  centralism,  hostile  to  the  federative  prin- 
ciple of  our  Union,  encroaching  npon  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  States,  and  organized 
upon  a  principle  to  tnve  the  highest  effect  to 
the  greatest  power.  This  mass  of  power,  thus 
conoentrated,  thus  ramified,  and  thus  directed, 
must  necessarily  become,  under  a  prolonged 
existence,  the  absolute  monopolist  of  American 
money,  the  sole  manufacturer  of  paper  cur- 
rency, and  the  sole  authority  (for  antnority  it 
will  be)  to  which  the  Federal  Government,  the 
State  Qovernmenta,  the  great  cities,  corporate 
bodies,  merchants,  traders,  and  ever;  private 


rich  ruletb  the  poor,  and  tiie  borrower  is 
servant  of  the  lender."  Such  are  the  words  of 
holy  writ ;  and  if  the  authority  of  the  Bible 
admitted  of  corroboration,  the  history  of  the 
worid  is  at  hand  to  give  it.  But  I  will  not  cite 
the  history  of  the  world,  but  one  eminent  ex- 
ample only,  and  tbat  of  a  natare  so  high  and 
commanding,  as  to  include  all  others ;  aud  so 
near  and  recent,  as  to  be  directly  applicable  to 
our  own  situation.  I  speak  of  what  happened  in 
Great  Britwn,  in  the  year  17EIG,  when  the  Bank 
of  England,  by  a  brief  and  unceremonious  letter 
to  Kr.  Pitt,  such  as  a  miser  would  write  to  a 
prodigal  in  a  pinch,  gave  the  proof  of  what  a 
great  moneyed  power  could  do,  and  would  do, 
to  promote  its  own  interest,  in  s  crisis  of  na- 
tional alarm  and  difficulty.  I  will  read  the  let- 
ter.   It  is  exceedingly  short ;  for,  after  the  com- 
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pliments  are  omitted,  there  are  bat  three  linea 
ef  it.  It  is,  in  fkct,  about  u  loDg  as  a  sentenoe 
of  eiecation,  leaving  out  the  prayer  of  the 
judge.    It  nuis  thus 

"It  u  the  wish  of  the  Coart  of  Directore  that 
ibe  Chancellor  of  the  Eicbeqner  would  lectle  hia 
imngcmeiita  of  fiaanceg  for  the  pretent  year,  in 
nch  manlier  as  not  to  depend  upon  anj  further  aa- 
■itance  from  them,  bejond  what  ie  already  agreed 

Snch  were  the  words  of  this  memor&ble  note^ 
aofGciently  explicit  and  intelligible ;  but  to  ap- 
preciate it  folly,  we  must  know  what  was  the 
MndiHon  of  Qreat  Britain  at  that  time  t  Ke- 
nember  it  was  the  year  179S,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  that  fear,  than  which  a  more  porten- 
tous one  never  opened  npon  the  British  empire. 
The  war  witlk  uie  French  repnblio  had  been 
raging  for  two  jeara ;  Spain  had  Jnst  declared 
war  Bgaiost  Great  Brite^ ;  Ireland  was  borst^ 
ing  iato  rebellion ;  the  fleet  in  the  Nore  was  in 
open  matinj ;  and  a  cry  for  the  reform  of 
(hnaes,  and  tiie  reduction  of  toxee,  resoDnded 
through  tlie  land.  It  was  a  Be&aon  of  alarm 
and  coDttemation,  and  of  imminent  actual  dan- 
ger Co  Qreat  Briton ;  and  thie  was  the  moment 
which  the  bank  selected  to  notify  the  minister 
(hat  no  more  loans  were  to  be  expected  1  What 
wu  the  effect  of  this  notiflcation  t  It  was  to 
piralyie  the  Government,  end  to  Bnbdue  the 
minister  to  the  porposes  of  the  bank,  From 
Uiat  day  forth  Mr.  Pitt  became  the  minister 
of  the  bank ;  and,  before  two  years  were  out, 
he  had  auoceeded  in  brining  all  the  Depart- 
ments of  Qovemment,  King,  Lords,  and  Oom- 
mona,  and  the  Privy  CVrancil,  to  his  own  slavish 
eondition.  He  stopped  the  specie  payments  of 
the  bank,  and  made  its  not^  the  lawful  cor- 
reney  of  the  land.  In  1TEI7  be  obtained  an 
bnler  in  conacil  for  this  purpose ;  in  the  same 
year  aa  act  of  Parliament  to  oonflrm  the  order 
for  a  month,  and  afterwards  a  series  of  acts  to 
wntinue  it  for  twenty  years.  This  was  the 
rtign  of  the  bank.  For  twenty  years  it  was  a 
domiDant  power  in  England,  and,  dnring  that 
dijastrons  period,  the  poblio  debt  was  increased 
sWt  £400,000,000  sterliDg,  eqnal  nearly  to 
two  thoDsand  miUions  of  dollars,  and  that  by 
Y^p^r  loans  from  a  bank  which,  according  to 
iti  own  dcdaratjona,  had  not  a  shilling  to  lead 
It  the  commencement  of  the  period  I  I  omit 
the  reet.  I  aay  nothing  of  the  general  sobjn^- 
ikn  of  the  conntry  banks,  the  rise  in  the  price 
Bf  food,  the  decline  in  wages,  the  increase  of 
crimes  and  taxes,  the  multiplication  of  lords 
md  tieggars,  and  the  friglitfol  demoralization 
of  Eociety.  J  omit  all  tAis.  I  only  seize  the 
prominent  figure  in  the  pictnre,  that  of  a  Gov- 
enunent  arrested  in  the  midst  of  war  and  dan- 
ger by  the  veto  of  a  moneyed  corporation ;  and 
only  permitted  to  go  on  npon  condition  of  as- 
tmnbg  the  odinm  of  stopping  specie  payments, 
•od  nstaining  the  promissory  notes  of  an  in- 
Kihent  bank,  as  the  lawful  currency  of  the 
W.  This  ungle  figure  suffices  to  fix  the  char- 
Utet  of  the  times ;  for  when  the  Government 
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becomes  the  "  servant  of  the  lender,"  the  peo- 
ple themselves  become  its  slaves.  Oannot  th« 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  re-ohartered,  act 
in  the  same  way !  It  certainly  can,  and  just 
as  certainly  wilL  when  time  and  opportunity 
shall  serve  and  interest  may  prompt.  It  is  to 
no  purpose  tkat  gentlemen  may  come  forward, 
and  vaunt  the  t^araot^r  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  procMm  it  too  Jost  and  meroiM  to 
oppress  the  State.  I  must  be  permitted  to  re- 
pudiate both  the  pledge  and  the  prdse.  The 
security  is  insufficient  and  the  encomium  be- 
longs to  Constantinople.  There  were  enough 
such  in  the  British  Parliament  the  year  before, 
nay,  the  day  before  the  bank  stopped^  yet 
tlieir  pledges  and  pruses  neither  prevented  the 
stoppage,  nor  made  good  the  damage  that  en- 
sn^.  There  were  gentlemen  in  our  Congress 
to  pledge  themselves  in  IBIO  for  the  then  ex- 
piring bank,  of  which  the  one  now  existing  is  a 
second  and  deteriorated  edition ;  and  if  their 
seoarityship  had  been  accepted,  and  the  old 
bank  re-ohart«red,  we  should  have  aeeo  thia 
Government  greeted  with  a  note,  about  Angnst, 
1B14 — about  the  time  the  British  were  baming 
this  capital — of  the  same  tenor  with  tiie  one 
received  by  tiie  younger  Pitt  in  the  year  1T95  ; 
for,  it  is  incontestable,  that  that  bonk  was 
owned  by  men  who  would  have  glorified  in 
arresting  the  Qovemment,  and  the  war  itself 
for  want  of  money.  Happily,  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  Jefferson,  uiider  the  providence  of 
God,  prevented  that  infamy  and  min,  by  pre- 
venting the  renewal  of  the  old  bank  charter. 

Secondly.  I  object  to  the  continuance  of  thia 
bank,  because  its  tendencies  are  dangerous  and 
pemiaioua  to  the  Government  and  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

IThat  are  the  tendendes  of  a  great  moneyed 
power,  oonneeted  with  the  Government,  and 
controlling  its  fiscal  operations  f  Are  they  not 
dangerous  to  everr  interest,  publlo  and  private 
— political  as  weU  aa  pecuniary )  I  say  they 
are ;  and  briefly  enmnerate  tiie  heads  of  eaui 
mischief. 

1.  Snch  a  bank  tebds  to  eal^n(^  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  t  have  already  shown  in  the  history 
of  what  happened  to  the  British  minister  in 
the  year  IT 96, 

2.  Jt  tends  to  collnsions  between  the  Qovem- 
ment and  the  bank  in  the  terms  of  the  loans,  as 
has  been  Mly  experienced  in  England  in  those 
frauds  npoQ  the  people,  and  insults  upon  the 
understanding,  called  three  per  cent,  loans,  in 
which  the  Government,  for  abont  £60  borrow- 
ed, became  liable  to  pay  £100. 

8.  It  tends  to  create  public  debt,  by  facilitat- 
ing public  loans  and  substituting  uidimitedsop- 
plies  of  paper,  for  limited  supplies  of  coin.  The 
British  debt  is  bom  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
That  bank  was  chartered  in  1634,  and  was  noth- 
tbe  be^nning  than  an  act 
of  Parliament  for  the  incorporation  of  a 


000 ;  and  the  expenees  of  muiagement  £4,000. 
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And  this  is  the  birth  and  origin,  the  germ  tmi 
nnoleos  of  that  debt,  whioh  u  novr  £S00,000, 
000,  (the  nniimded  itesiH  included,)  whici 
bears  on  interest  of  £30,000,000,  and  oost 
£2BO,000  for  aDDoal  management. 

4.  It  tends  to  beget  and  prolong  nnneoessarj 
vara,  bj  foraishing  the  means  of  carrying 
Uiem  on  witbont  reonireDce  to  the  people. 
England  is  the  ready  example  for  this  calamity. 
Her  wars  for  the  restoration  of  the  Oapet 
Boorbona  were  kept  up  by  loans  and  eub- 
atdies  created  ont  oi  bank  paper.  The  people 
of  England  had  no  Interest  m  these  wars,  which 
cost  them  abont  £600,000,000  of  debt  in  twen- 
ty-five years,  in  addition  to  tie  snpplies  raised 
within  the  year.  The  Kings  she  put  back  npon 
the  French  throne  were  not  able  to  eit  on  it. 
Twice  she  put  them  on ;  twice  they  tumbled 
off  in  the  rand ;  and  all  that  now  remains  of 
so  ranch  sacrifice  of  life  and  money  is,  the  debt, 
whioh  is  eternal,  the  taxes,  which  are  intoler- 
able, the  pensions  and  titles  of  some  warriors, 
and  the  keeping  of  the  Capet  Bonrbons,  who 
are  returned  npon  their  hands. 

6.  It  tends  to  af^^avate  the  ineqnalily  of 
fortones ;  to  make  the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor 
poorer ;  to  multiply  nabobs  and  panpers ;  and 
to  deepen  and  widen  the  gulf  wMch  separates 
Dives  from  Lazarus.  A  great  moneyed  power 
is  favorable  to  great  capitalists ;   for  it  is  the 

Srinciple  of  monej  to  favor  money.  It  is  nn- 
ivorable  to  small  capitalists ;  for  it  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  money  to  eschew  the  needy  and  nnfor- 
tanate.  It  is  injnrions  to  the  laboring  clBsaes ; 
becaose  they  receive  no  favors,  and  have  the 
price  of  the  property  they  wish  to  acquire 
raised  to  the  paper  maximum,  while  wages 

0.  It  tends  to  make  and  to  break  fortanes, 
by  the  finx  and  refinx  of  paper.  Profuse  issuea, 
and  sodden  contractions,  perform  this  opera- 
tion, which  can  be  repeated,  like  planetary  and 
pestilential  visitations,  in  every  cycle  of  so 
many  years ;  at  every  periodical  retnrn,  trans- 
ferring millions  from  tbe  actual  possessors  of 
property  to  the  Neptnnes  who  preside  over  the 
nux  and  reflux  of  paper.  The  last  operation  of 
this  kind  performed  by  the  Bank  of  England, 
about  five  years  ago,  was  described  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Baring,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  terms  which  are  entitled  to  the  knowledge 
sad  remembrance  of  American  oitinms.  J  will 
read  his  description,  which  is  brief  but  impres- 
uve-  After  aescribing  the  profuse  ' 
1828-'24,  he  painted  the  re-acUon  in  tl 
ing  terms: 

"  They,  therefore,  all  at  once,  gave  a  sadden  jerk 
to  the  horse  on  whose  neck  they  had  before  suffered 
the  I«iii8  to  hang  loose.  They  coDtracted  their  is- 
sues to  a  coDsiderable  extent.  The  change  vss  at 
ooee  felt  throughout  the  country.  A  few  daji  be- 
fore that,  BO  one  knew  what  to  do  with  his  money : 
now,  no  one  knew  where  to  get  It.  •  •  ■  ■  • 
•The  Iioodon  bankers  found  it  necesMry  to  follow 
the  same  course  towards  their  country  correspond- 
ents, and  these  agaia  towards  ib«ir    "' 
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n  the  follow-- 


each  individual  towards  his  debtor.  The  conse' 
quenee  wis  obvious,  in  the  late  panic.  Every  one 
dcnroos  to  obtain  what  was  due  to  him,  ran  to  hi* 
banker,  or  to  any  other  on  vhom  he  bad  a  clum ; 
and  even  those  who  had  no  immediate  use  for  their 
money,  took  it  back,  and  let  it  lie  nnemi^oyed  in 
their  pockets,  thinking  it  unsafe  in  others'  hands. 
The  ^ect  of  this  alarm  was,  that  houses  which  were 
weak  went  immedialelj.  Then  went  second-rate 
houses ;  and,  lastly,  houaei  wlilch  were  solvent 
weut,  becsuse  their  securities  were  unavailable. 
The  daSIy  calls  to  which  eBj;h  indiiidoal  was  sutyect 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  asost  his  neighbor.  Hen 
were  known  to  seek  for  sssistance,  and  that,  too, 
without  finding  it,  who,  on  eiaminadon  of  their  af- 
fairs, were  proved  to  be  worth  200,000  pounds, — 
men,  too,  who  held  themselves  so  secure,  that,  if 
asked  six  months  before  whether  they  coold  con- 
template such  an  event,  tbey  would  have  said  it 
would  he  imposuhle,  unless  the  sky  should  iUI,  or 
some  other  event  equally  improbable  should  occur." 

This  is  what  was  done  in  England  five  years 
ago;  it  is  what  may  be  done  here  in  everr 
five  years  to  come,  if  the  bank  charter  b 
renewed  Sole  dispenser  of  money,  it  cannot 
omit  the  oldest  and  moet  obvioas  means  of 
aiTiBiwing  wealth  b^  the  flnx  and  reflai  of 
paper.  The  game  will  be  In  ita  own  hands, 
and  the  only  answer  to  be  given  is  that  to 
whioh  I  have  allnded :  "  The  Sultan  ia  too  just 
and  merciful  to  abnse  his  power." 

Thirdly.  I  object  to  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter, on  account  of  the  exclusive  ^rivil^es,  and 
anti-repnblican  monopoly,  which  it  gives  to  the 
stockholders.  It  gives,  and  that  bj  an  act  of 
Congress,  to  a  company  of  individoab^  tba 
exclusive  legal  privileges : 

1.  To  carry  on  the  trade  of  banking  upon 
the  revenue  and  credit,  and  in  the  uame^  of  the 
United  States  of  Amerioa. 

2.  To  pay  the  revennea  (^  the  Union  in  then 
own  promissory  notes. 

3.  To  hold  the  moneya  of  the  United  States  in 
depowt,  without  making  compensation  for  the 
undrawn  balances. 

4.  To  diacredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of 
other  banks,  by  excluding  uem  from  the  collec- 
tion of  the  federal  revenue. 

To  hold  real  estate,  receive  rents,  and  re- 
!i  body  ot  tenantry. 

5.  TodeB]inpawnB,merchandise,andhilIsirf 


7.  to  eetablish  branches  in  the  States  withoDt 
their  consent.    ,  . 

To  be  exempt  from,  liability  on  tlie  fidlore 
of  the  bank. 

e.  To  have  the  United  States  for  a  partner. 

10,  To  have  foreigners  for  partners. 

11.  To  be  exempt  from  the  r^olar  adminis- 
tration of  justice  for  the  violations  of  their 
charter. 

13.  To  have  all  these  exdnwve  privileges  se- 
cured to  them  as  a  monopoly,  in  a  pledge  of  the 
pnblio  faith  not  to  grant  the  like  privileges  to 
"^y  other  company. 

These  are  tlie  privileges  and  this  the  mo- 
nopoly, of  the  bonk.   Now,  let  us  examine  theo^ 
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md  ascertain  their  effect  and  bearing.  Let  as 
contempUte  the  magoitude  of  the  power  whlcli 
thejr  create;  and  asoertain  the  compatibility 
orihia  poweir  with  the  safety  of  this  republican 
Govenuaant,  and  the  lights  and  interests  of  its 
tree  and  equal  constitnenta. 

I.  The  name,  the  credit,  and  the  revenues 
of  the  United  Stat«&  are  given  up  to  the  ase 
of  this  company,  and  conatitnte  in  themselves 
ID  immeose  r^pital  to  bank  npoo. — The  name  of 
the  United  States,  like  that  of  the  King,  ia  a 
tower  of  strength;  and  this  strong  tower  ia 
DOW  an  oQtwork  to  defend  the  citadel  of  a 
moneyed  corporatioo.  The  credit  of  the  Union 
ii  iDcalcoIable;  and,  of  this  credit,  as  going 
with  the  name,  and  being  in  partnership  wit£ 
the  United  States,  the  some  corporatiou  now 
has  poascsion.  The  revenues  of  the  Union 
are  twentj-six  millions  of  dollars,  including  the 
Post  Office ;  and  all  this  is  so  moch  capital  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank,  because  the  revenue  is  re- 
ouved  by  it,  and  ia  payable  in  ita  promisaory 
notes. 

3.  To  pay  the  revenues  of  the  United  States 
in  their  own  notes,  nnlJl  Congress,  by  law,  shall 
otherwise  direct. — This  is  a  part  of  the  charter, 
incredible  and  extraordinary  as  it  may  appear. 
Tha  promissory  notes  of  the  bank  are  to  be 
received  in  payment  of  every  thing  the  United 
Stal^  may  have  to  sell — in  discharge  of  every 
debt  dee  to  her,  until  Oongresa,  by  law,  shall 
Otherwise  direct ;  so  that,  if  this  bank,  like  its 
prototype  io  England,  should  stop  payment,  its 
promissory  notes  would  still  be  receivable  at 
every  custom  honaa,  land  office,  post  office,  and 
bj  every  collector  of  public  moneys,  throoghout 
the  Union,  nntil  Oongreas  shall  meet,  pasa  a 
rapealing  law,  and  promulgate  the  repeal. 
Other  banks  depend  upon  their  credit  for  the 
nceivabili^  of  their  notes;  but  this  favored 
institution  haa  law  on  it£  side,  and  a  chartered 
ri^t  to  compel  llie  reception  of  its  papor  by 
tu  Federal  Qovemment.  The  immediate  con- 
Kiinence  of  this  ertraordinary  privilege  is,  that 
tlie  United  States  becomes  virtually  Donud  to 
•Und  secnrity  for  the  hank,  as  much  so  as  tf 
■ho  hid  signed  a  bond  to  that  effect ;  and  mnst 
Bud  forward  to  sustain  the  institntion  in  all 
miergeucies,  in  order  to  save  her  own  revenue. 
This  is  what  has  already  happened,  some  ten 
J«rs  ago,  in  the  early  progreaa  of  the  bank, 
ud  vheu  tha  immense  aid  given  it  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  enabled  it  to  survive  the  crisis 
of  its  own  overwhelming  misman^ment. 

3.  To  hold  the  moneya  of  the  United  States 
ID  deposit,  without  making  compensation  for 
the  use  of  the  cndrawu  balances. — This  is  a 
rigbt  which  I  deny ;  hut,  as  the  bank  clums  it, 
ud,  nhat  is  more  material,  enjoys  it;  and  aa 
lie  people  of  the  United  States  have  suffered  to 
■  'ist  extent  in  consequence  of  this  claim  and 
tnjoyment,  I  shall  not  hastate  to  set  it  down 
I"  the  account  of  the  bank.  Let  ns  then  exam- 
Ua  the  value  of  this  privilege  and  ita  effect 
ipon  the  interest  of  the  community  ;  and,  in  the 

^  plaoe,  let  us  have  a  full  and  accurate  view 


of  the  amonnt  of  these  undrawn  balances  from 
the  establishment  of  the  bank  to  the  present 

day.    Here  it  is  I    Look  1     Read  1 

[Here  Hr.  B.  exhibited  a  table  of  the  quar- 
terly amounts  of  pnhlic  money  in  the  bank. 
averaging  alMut  four  millions  of  dollara,  and 
ec^nivolent  to  a  permanent  depowt,  or  loan 
without  interest  ta  that  amount.] 

See,  Mr.  President,  what  masaas  of  money, 
and  always  on  hand.  The  paper  is  covered  all 
over  with  millions :  and  yet,  for  all  these  vast 
sums,  no  interest  is  allowed;  no  compensation 
ia  made  to  the  United  States.  The  Bank  of 
England,  for  the  undrawn  balances  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  haa  made  an  equitable  compensation 
to  the  British  Qovemment;  namely,  a  perma- 
nent loan  of  half  a  million  sterling,  and  a  tem- 
porary loan  of  three  millions  for  twenty  years, 
without  interest.  Yet  when  I  moved  for  a  like 
compensation  to  the  United  States,  the  propo- 
sition was  utterly  rq'ected  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  treated  aa  an  attempt  to  violate  the 
charter  of  the  bank.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
incontestable,  that  the  United  States  have  been 
borrowing  these  undrawn  balances  from  the 
bank,  and  paying  an  interest  upon  their  own 
money,  I  think  we  con  identify  one  of  these 
loans.  Let  na  try.  In  May,  1824,  Congress 
authorized  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  doll^  to 
pay  the  awards  under  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
commonly  called  the  Florida  treaty.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  Statea  took  that  loan,  and  paid 
the  money  for  the  United  States  in  January 
and  March,  1S2G.  In  looking  over  the  state- 
ment of  undrawn  balances,  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  amounted  b)  near  four  millions  at  the 
end  of  the  first,  and  six  millions  at  the  end  of 
the  second  quarter  of  that  year.  The  infer- 
ence ia  irresistible,  and  I  leave  every  Sena- 
tor to  make  it ;  only  adding,  that  we  have 
paid  tl,469,87S  in  interest  upon  that  loan, 
eitlier  to  the  bank  or  its  tranafereea.  This  is  a 
strong  case,  but  I  have  a  stronger  one.  It  is 
known  to  everybody  that  the  United  8tat« 
snbacribed  seven  millions  to  the  capital  stock 
of  the  bank,  for  which  she  gave  her  stock 
note,  bearinz  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum.  I  have  a  statement  from  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appean  tha^ 
np  to  the  SOth  day  of  June  lost,  the  nnited 
States  had  paid  four  millions  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollara  in  interest  npon 
that  note ;  when  it  is  proved  by  the  statement  of 
balances  exhibited,  that  the  UuitedStates,  for  the 
whole  period  in  which  that  intareat  was  accru- 
ing, had  the  half,  or  the  whole,  and  once  thedou- 
ble,  of  these  seven  millions  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank.  This  is  a  stronger  cose  than  that  of  the 
five  million  loan,  but  it  is  not  the  strongest.  The 
strongest  case  is  this.  In  the  year  1817,  when 
the  bank  went  into  operation,  Uie  United  Statea 
owed,  among  other  uebts,  a  snm  of  about  tbnr- 
teen  millions  and  three-quarters,  bearing  an 
interest  of  three  per  cent.  In  the  same  year, 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  were 
authorized  by  an  act  of  Oongresa  to  purchase 
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tliat  stock  at  sixt^'five  per  cent.,  which  wu 
then  its  market  price.  Uoder  this  anthoritj, 
the  amount  of  about  one  million  aod  a  half 
was  purchased ;  the  remainder,  smonoting  to 
abOQt  thirteen  millions  end  a  quarter,  has  con- 
tinued unpurchased  to  this  day ;  and,  after  cost- 
ing the  United  States  sboat  sii  millions  in  in- 
terest since  1817,  the  stock  has  risen  about  foar 
millions  in  valne ;  that  is  to  say,  from  sixtj-five 
to  neorlj  ninety-five.  Kow,  here  is  a  clear  loss 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  the  United  States. 
In  1817,  she  coold  have  paid  off  thirteen  millions  ' 
and  a  qnart^r  of  debt,  with  eight  millions  and  a 
half  of  doUare ;  now,  after  paying  sii  millions 
of  interest,  it  would  require  twelve  millions 
and  a  half  to  pay  off  the  same  debt.  By  refer- 
ring to  the  statement  of  undrawn  balances,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  Unil«d  States  had,  during 
the  whole  year  1617.  an  average  sum  of  above 
ten  millions  of  dollars  in  the  bands  of  the 
bank,  being  a  million  and  a  half  more  tban 
enough  to  have  bought  in  the  whole  of  the 
tltree  per  cent,  stock.  The  qnestjon,  therefore, 
naturally  comes  up,  why  was  it  not  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  these  thirteen  millions  and  a 
quarter,  according  to  the  authority  contained  in 
die  act  of  Oongress  of  that  rear  t  Certainly  the 
bank  needed  tie  money ;  for  it  was  just  getting 
into  operation,  and  was  as  bard  run  to  escape 
bankruptcy  about  that  time,  as  any  bank  that 
ever  was  saved  from  the  brink  of  destruction. 
This  is  the  lai^est  injury  which  we  have  bob- 
tainedj  on  account  of  accommodating  the  bank 
with  U)e  gratuitoQs  use  of  these  vast  deposits. 
But,  to  show  myself  impartial,  I  will  now  state 
tlie  smallest  case  of  injury  that  has  come  within 
my  knowledge :  It  is  the  case  of  the  bmw»  of 
fifteen  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  the  bank 
was  to  pay  to  the  United  States,  in  three  equal  in- 
atalmeuta,fortbepurcbaseofitscharter.  Nomi- 
nally, this  ixmui  has  been  paid,  but  out  of  what 
moneys?  Certainly  out  of  our  own;  for  the 
HtAt«ment  shows  our  money  was  there,  and 
further,  shows  that  it  is  still  there ;  for,  on  the 
SOth  day  of  June  last,  which  is  the  latest 
return,  there  was  stil!  ja,G60,664  in  the  hands 
of  the  bank,  which  is  above  )7G0,000  more  than 
the  amount  of  the  hotm*. 

One  word  more  upon  the  subject  of  these 
balances.  It  is  now  two  years  since  I  made  an 
effort  to  repeal  the  4th  section  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  act  of  1S17 ;  a  section  which  was  intend- 
ed to  limit  the  amount  of  surplus  money  which 


was  made  to  authorize  tlie  keeping  of  two  mil' 
lions  in  addition  to  the  snrplns.  I  wished  to 
repeal  this  section,  which  hod  thus  been  con- 
strued inta  the  reverse  of  its  intention,  and  to 
revive  the  first  section  of  tbe  Sinking  fSjnd  act 
of  ITSO,  which  direct«d  the  whole  of  the  sur- 
plus on  band  to  be  applied,  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  Uy 
argument  was  this :  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity t«  keep  any  surplus;  that  tbe  revenue, 
oomLog  in  as  fast  as  it  went  out,  was  like  a  per- 


ennial fountain,  which  you  might  drain  to  the 
last  drop,  and  not  eihaust;  for  the  place  of  the 
last  drop  would  be  supplied  the  instAiit  it  -waa 
out.  AoA  I  supported  this  reasoning  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  annual  Treasury  reports,  wliich  al- 
ways exhibit  a  surplus  of  four  or  five  millions ; 
and  which  were  equally  in  the  Treasorj  th9 
whole  year  round,  as  on  the  last  day  of  everj 
year.  This  was  the  argument,  which,  in  &ct, 
availed  nothing ;  but  now  I  have  matbematical 
proof  of  the  truth  of  my  position.  Look  at 
this  statement  of  balances ;  look  for  tbe  year 
1619,  and  yon  will  find  but  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  on  hand  for  that  yew ;  look 
still  lower  for  1821,  and  you  will  find  this  bal- 
ance but  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  thonssnd 
dollars.  And  what  was  the  consequence  f  Did 
the  Qovemment  atop  I  Bid  the  wheels  of  the 
State  obariot  cease  to  turn  round  in  those 
a  for  want  of  treasury  oil  t  Ifot  at  alL 
fevery  thing  went  on  as  weU  as  before ;  the  op- 
erations of  the  Treasury  were  as  perfect  and 
regular  in  those  two  years  of  insignificant  bal- 
ances, as  in  1817  and  1818,  when  five  and  ten 
millions  were  on  hand.  This  is  proof ;  this  is 
demonstraUon :  it  is  the  indnbitable  evidence 
of  the  senses  which  concludes  argument,  and 
dispels  nncertaiuty ;  and,  as  my  proposal  for 
the  repeal  of  tbe  4th  section  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  ant  of  181T  waa  enacted  into  a  law  at  tbo 
last  session  of  Congress,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tioa  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  vigi- 
lant and  exemplary  officer,  I  trust  that  the  re- 
peal will  be  acted  upon,  and  that  the  bank 
platter  will  be  wiped  as  clean  of  federal  money 
in  1831,  as  it  was  in  1821.  Snch  dean-taking 
from  that  dish,  will  allow  two  or  three  millions 
more  to  go  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt ; 
and  there  can  be  no  danger  in  takmg  the  lost 
dollar,  as  reason  and  experience  both  prore. 
But,  to  quiet  every  apprehension  on  this  point, 
to  silence  the  last  suf^estion  of  a  possibility  of 
any  temporary  deficit,  1  recor  to  a  provimon 
contained  in  two  different  clausea  in  the  bank 
cliarter,  copied  ftom  an  amendment  in  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  expressly 
made,  at  tbe  instance  of  the  ministry,  to  meet 
the  contingency  of  a  temporary  deficiency  in 
the  annual  revenue.  The  English  provi^on  is 
this :  that  the  Government  may  borrow  of  the 
bonk  half  a  million  sterling,  at  any  time,  with- 
out a  special  act  of  parliament  to  authorize  it 
The  provision  in  our  charter  is  the  same,  with 
the  smgle  substitution  of  dollarsfor  pounds.  It 
is,  in  words  and  intention,  a  standing  authority 
to  borrow  that  limited  sum,  for  the  obvious 
purpose  of  preventing  a  constant  keeping  of  a 
sum  of  money  in  band  as  a  reserve,  to  meet 
contingencies  whioh  hardly  ever  occur.  This 
contingent  authority  to  effect  a  small  loan,  has 
often  been  used  in  England — in  the  United 
States,  never ;  possibly,  Iweaose  there  has  been 
no  occasion  for  it ;  probably,  because  tbe  olansa 
was  copied  mechanically  troia  the  English  char- 
ter, and  without  the  perception  of  its  practical 
bearing.    Be  this  as  it  may,  it  ia  certunlya 
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wise  uid  pradeot  proTinoo.  snch  as  all  Govera- 
menU  should,  at  all  timea,  be  clothed  with. 

If  taj  Koator  thiokB  that  1  have  exagger- 
ated the  iiyiiiy  suffered  by  the  United  States, 
on  accoont  of  the  nncompenaated  masses  of 
pablid  money  in  the  bands  of  the  bank,  I  am 
DOir  going  to  convinee  him  that  he  is  wrong. 
I  am  eoing  to  prove  to  him  that  I  have  under- 
ttMti  the  oaae ;  that  I  have  purposely  kept 
back  ■  large  part  of  it;  and  tnat  justice  re- 
qnires  a  farther  derelopmeDt.  The  fact  is,  that 
then  are  two  different  deposits  of  public  money 
in  the  bank ;  one  in  the  name  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  Stat«s,  the  other  in  the  name  of 
disbnrnog  officers.  The  annual  average  of  the 
former  has  been  about  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  of  this  I  have  sud  not  a 
word.  Bat  tha  essential  character  of  both  de- 
posits is  the  same ;  they  are  both  the  propertv 
of  the  United  States ;  both  permanent ;  both 
avaUable  as  so  mnch  capital  to  the  bank ;  aud 
both  nncompenaated.  Here  is  the  statement  of 
the  monUily  amoant  of  these  secondary  depos- 
its, as  I  End  them  on  the  bank  returns ;  and  to 
it  I  appeal  Cor  the  verification  of  what  I  allege : 
ISSe  IS26 


Juraary, 

»I,M8,618 

$1,393,905 

M56,BB1 

Fdiraary, 

1,888,76* 

l,43*.8O0 

1.6fla,B41 

Much, 

a,18a,9S0 

2,SS0,118 

1,664.969 

April, 

1,480,931 

1,638,146 

1,688,841 

X»J. 

1,41B,02S 

1,687,619 

1,823,861 

Jq«, 

i,a3a,SGB 

S,801,G87 

1,848,206 

jST 

1.SM.7B8 

1,978,874 

1,129,990 

A.r«(, 

1,578,498 

2,082,89* 

876,489 

Beptember, 

1,688,401 

8,698,606 

1,8*6,206 

OcWber, 

2,0*2,346 

1,763.681 

1,834.081 

1,S5$,813 

1,683,717 

1,194,688 

Dccamber.' 

1,67«,»97 

2,112,097 

1,819.669 

I  have  not  ascertained  the  average  of  these 
deposits  since  1817,  bnt  presume  it  may  equal 
the  amoant  of  that  hoavt  of  one  millloa  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  which  we  sold 
the  charter,  and  which  the  Finance  Committee 
cf  the  Senate  compliments  the  bank  for  paying 
in  three,  instead  of  seventeen  annnal  instal- 
ments ;  and  shows  how  mnch  interest  they  lost 
liy  doing  ao.  Certainly  this  was  a  disadvan- 
tage to  the  bank.  It  wonld  hove  been  better 
for  it  to  have  dribbled  out  to  us  one  hundred 
thousand  doUara,  instead  of  five  hundred  thou- 
und  dollars  of  oor  own  money,  at  a  time.  But 
there  are  three  considerations  which  should 
prevent  her  from  oomplaining :  first,  that  it 
VII  the  bsrgaia  to  pay  m  three  years ;  second- 
ly, that  we  furnished  the  money  ;  thirdly,  that 
*e  kept  up  the  amount  in  her  hand.  Finally, 
Ui«ie  monthly  returns  show  that  the  overdraw- 
mgi,  for  permitting  which  the  bank  has  been 
Be  much  landed,  were  overdrawings  in  name, 
""Jt  in  fact ;  the  amoant  of  the  money  being 
Duly  transferred  to  another  depout,  and  the 
■iiODej  itself  remuning  in  the  hands  of  the  bonk. 

,  Ur.  President,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  there 
»  something   ominous  to  the   bonk  in  this 

coaUat  for  compensation  on  the  nodrawn  bal- 

*t"x^    It  is  the  very  way  in  which  the  strag- 


gle began  in  the  Britit>h  Parliament  which  has 
ended  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  the  way  in  which  the  stro^le  is 
beginning  here.  My  resolutions  of  two  and 
three  years  ago  are  the  causes  of  the  speech 
which  you  now  hear;  and,  as  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  some  other*  more  worthy  of  your 
hearing,  which  will  come  at  the  proper  time. 
The  question  for  compensation  for  tialonces  ia 
now  fixing  itself  up  here,  as  in  England,  with 
the  question  of  renewing  the  charter;  and  the 
two,  octicg  together,  will  fall  with  combined 
weight  upon  Uie  public  mind,  and  certainly 
eventuate  here  as  they  did  there. 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of  all 
other  banks,  by  eicloding  them  from  the  col- 
lection of  the  federal  revenue. — This  results 
from  the  collection — no,  not  the  collection,  bat 
the  receipt  of  the  revenue  having  been  com- 
mitted to  the  bank,  and  along  with  it  the  vir- 
tual execntion  of  the  joint  resolntion  of  1616, 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  federal  reve- 
nue. The  eiecntion  of  that  resolution  was  in- 
tended to  be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — a  diMnterested  arbiter  between  rival 
banks;  but  St  may  be  considered  as  virtually 
devolved  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  powerfully  increases  the  capacity  of  that 
institution  to  destroy,  or  subjugate,  all  other 
bonks.  The  notes  of  the  State  banks  excluded 
fi^m  revenue  payments,  are  discredited  and 
disparaged,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  broken 
at  all  places  where  they  are  not  issued  and  pay- 
able. They  cease  to  insulate  at  all  the  points 
to  which  the  eiclosion  extends.  I  am  inform- 
ed that  the  notes  of  the  banks  south  of  the  Po- 
tomac and  Ohio,  even  those  of  the  lower  Uis- 
sissippi,  are  generally  refnsed  at  the  United 
States  Branch  Bank  in  St.  Louis,  and,  in  con- 
e,  are  eipelleil  from  circulation  in  Mia- 
id  Illinois,  and  the  neighboring  districts, 
inis  exclusion  of  the  sonChem  notes  from  th^ 
northwest  quarter  of  the  Union,  is  injurious  to 
iMith  parties,  as  our  travellers  and  emigrants 
chiefly  come  from  the  South,  and  the  whole  of 
oar  trade  goes  there  to  find  a  cash  market  The 
exclusion,  as  I  am  teld,  (for  I  have  not  looked 
into  the  matter  myself,)  is  general,  and  ex- 
tends to  Ihe  banks  in  Virginia,  the  two  Oar- 
olinas,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Lon- 
isiano.  If  this  l>e  the  fact,  the  jomt  resolution 
of  1816  is  violated ;  for,  under  the  terms  of 
that  resolntion,  there  are  several  banks  in  each 
of  the  States  mentioned  whose  notes  are  re- 
ceivable in  U)e  collection  of  federal  revenue; 
that  is  to  say,  specie-paying  banks  whose  notes 
are  payable,  and  paid,  in  specie,  on  demand. 
Yet,  in  consequence  of  exclusion  tToxa  the 
United  States  Branch  Bank,  they  are  excluded 
from  all  the  land  offices,  eleven  in  nnmber, 
which  deposit  in  that  branch ;  and,  being  ex- 
cluded from  the  land  offices,  they  cease  to  be 
current  money  among  the  people.  If  a  travel- 
ler or  emigrant  brings  these  notes  to  the  coun- 
try, or  receives  them  in  remittance ;  if  a  trader 
accepts  them  in  exchange  for  produce,  they  are 
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"  shaved  "  out  of  their  handa,  and  aeut  oat  of 
the  country.  This  is  a  peciuiiary  iDJorj  done 
to  the  uorthweat ;  it  maj  be  more — it  may  be 
a  political  ii^ory  also ;  for  it  cootribnt^  to 
break  the  ooramnnication  between  the  two 
qnitrters  of  the  Union,  and  enconraoeB  the  idea 
uiat  Dothing  good  can  come  from  the  South — 
not  even  monej  I  Thia  power  to  diBparase  the 
notes  of  all  other  banks,  is  a  power  to  injure 
them ;  and,  added  to  all  the  other  privilegeB  of 
the  Banlc  of  the  United  States,  is  a  power  to 
destroy  them  1  If  any  one  donbta  thia  asser- 
tion, let  him  read  the  answers  of  the  President 


anawera  are  appended  to  the  committee's  re- 
port of  the  last  season  in  favor  of  the  bank, 
and  expressly  declare  the  capacity  of  the  fed- 
eral bank  to  destroy  the  State  banks.  The 
worthy  ohidrman  (Mr.  Swtb,  of  Ud.)  pnts  this 
question :  "  Has  the  bank  at  any  time  oppressed 
any  of  the  Stote  banks  t "  The  President  {Mr, 
Biddle)  answers,  aa  the  whole  world  wonld  an- 
swer to  a  qnestioD  of  oppression,  that  it  never 
had ;  and  uiis  response  was  as  mnoh  as  the  in- 
terrc^atory  required.  But  it  did  not  content 
the  Preddent  of  the  bank ;  he  chose  to  go  fur- 
tlier,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  institution  over 
which  he  presided,  by  showing  that  it  was  as 
Jnst  and  generous  as  it  was  rich  and  powerful. 
He,  therefore,  adds  the  following  words,  for 
which,  as  a  seeker  aiter  evidence,  to  show  the 
alarming  and  dangerous  character  of  the  bank, 
I  return  him  my  unfeigned  thanks:  "There 
are  very  few  bonks  which  might  not  have  been 
destroyed  by  an  eiertion  of  the  power  of  the 
bank." 

This  is  enough  1  proof  enongh  I  not  for  me 
alone,  but  for  tH  who  are  unwilling  to  see  a 
moneyed  domination  set  up — a  moneyed  oligar- 
chy established  in  this  land,  and  the  entire 
Union  snbiected  to  its  sorereign  will.  The 
power  to  destroy  all  other  banks  is  admitted 
and  declared ;  the  inclination  to  do  so  is  known 
to  all  rational  beings  to  reside  with  the  power! 
Policy  may  restrdn  the  destroying  faculties  for 
the  present;  but  they  exist;  and  will  come 
forth  when  interest  prompts  and  policy  permits. 
They  have  been  exercised ;  and  the  general 
prostration  of  the  Southern  and  Western  banks 
attests  the  fact.  They  will  be  exercised,  (the 
charter  being  renewed,)  and  the  rem^ninz 
State  banks  will  be  swept  with  the  besom  of 
destruction.  Not  that  fdl  will  have  their  signs 
knocked  down,  and  their  doors  closed  up.  Far 
worse  than  that  to  many  of  them.  Sabjogation, 
in  preference  to  destruction,  will  be  the  fate  of 
many.  Every  planet  must  have  its  satellitos ; 
every  tyranny  must  have  its  instruments ;  every 
knight  is  followed  by  his  squire ;  even  the  king 
of  beasta,  the  royal  quadruped,  whose  roar  aub- 
does  the  forest,  must  have  a  small  subservient 
animal  to  spring  his  prey.     Jnst  so  of  this  im- 

Eerial  bank,  when  installed  anew  in  its  form ida- 
le  and  lasting  power.  The  Btate  banks  spared 
by  the  aword,  will  be  passed  under  the  yoke. 


They  will  become  subordinate  parts  io  the  great 
madiine.  Their  place,  in  the  scale  of  subordi- 
nation will  be  one  degree  below  the  rank  of  tbe 
legitimate  branches ;  their  bosineBS,  to  perform 
the  work  which  it  would  be  too  disrepatable 
for  tbe  Intimate  branches  to  perform.  This 
will  be  the  fate  of  the  State  banks  which  ara 
allowed  to  keep  up  their  signs,  and  to  set  open 
their  doors ;  and  thus  the  entire  moneyed  pow- 
er of  the  Union  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  ana 
single  institution,  whose  inexorable  and  invis' 
ible  mandates,  emanating  from  a  centre, 
wonld  pervade  the  Union,  giving  or  withhold- 
ing money  according  to  its  own  sovereign  will 
and  absolute  pleasure.  To  a  favored  State,  to 
an  individual,  or  a  class  of  individuals,  favored 
by  the  aentral  power,  the  golden  stream  of 
Pactolns  wonld  flow  direct.  To  all  such  the 
munificent  mandates  of  the  High  Directorj 
would  come,  as  the  fabled  god  mode  bis  tenee- 
trial  visit  of  love  and  desire,  enveloped  in  a 
shower  of  gold.  Bnt  to  others  —to  those  not 
favored — and  to  those  hated—the  mandates  of 
this  some  directory  would  be  as  "  the  planetary 
plagae  which  bangs  its  poison  in  tbe  sick  air ;  " 
death  to  them  I  death  to  all  who  minister  to 
their  wants  I  What  a  state  of  things !  What 
a  condition  for  a  confederacy  of  States  1  What 
gronnds  for  alarm  and  terrible  apprehenrion, 
when,  in  a  confederacy  of  such  vast  extent,  so 
many  independent  States,  bo  many  rival  com- 
mercial cities,  so  much  sectional  jealousy,  such 
violent  political  parties,  such  fierce  contests  for 
power,  there  should  be  but  one  moneyed  tri- 
bnnal  before  which  all  the  rival  and  contending 
elements  mnst  appear  I  bnt  one  ungle  di^tenser 
of  money,  to  which  every  citizen,  every  trader, 
every   merehant,    every  manufacturer,  every 

glanter,  every  corporation,  every  city,  every 
tate,  and  the  Federal  Qoverument  itself,  mnst 
^ply,  in  every  emereenoy,  for  the  most  indis- 
pensable loan  1  and  this,  in  the  face  of  the  fact, 


S.  To  bold  real  estate,  receive  rents,  and  re- 
tain a  body  of  tenantry.— This  privilege  la  hos- 
tile to  the  nature  of  our  republican  Government, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  design  of 
a  banking  institution.  Republics  want  free- 
holders, not  landlords  and  tenants  \  and  except 
tbe  corporators  in  this  bank,  and  in  the  British 
East  India  Company,  there  is  not  an  tucorporated 
body  of  landlords  in  any  country  upon  nie  face 
of  the  earth  whose  laws  emanate  from  a  legisla- 
tive body.  Banks  are  institnted  to  promote 
trade  and  industry,  and  to  aid  the  Government 
and  its  citizens  with  loans  of  money.  lie 
whole  argument  in  favor  of  banking — every 
argument  in  favor  of  this  bonk — rests  upon  that 
idea.  No  one,  when  this  charter  was  granted, 
presumed  to  speot  in  favor  of  incorporating  a 
society  of  landlords,  especially  foreign  landlords, 
to  buy  lands,  build  houses,  rant  tenements,  and 
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ntaia  tenuitj.  Losob  of  money  was  the  object 
is  view,  and  the  parchase  of  real  estate  ia  in- 
oompatible  with  that  object.  Jngtead  of  re- 
nuimng  banken,  the  ooiporatore  may  tarn  land 
gpeciil^ra :  instead  of  having  monej  to  lend, 
tlMf  may  torn  yon  ont  tenaati  to  vote.  To  an 
applicstioii  for  a  loan,  they  may  answer,  and 
answer  tmly,  that  tbey  have  no  money  on  hand ; 
and  Ute  reason  may  be,  that  they  have  laid  it 
oat  in  lands.  This  seems  to  be  the  case  at 
preeent.  A  committee  of  the  L^islature  of 
Peimsyivania  has  jast  applied  for  a  loan ;  the 
Preadent  of  the  baok,  nothing  loth  to  make  a 
loan  to  that  great  Sttte,  for  twenty  years  longer 
than  the  chwter  has  to  exist,  expresses  his  re- 
gret that  he  cannot  tend  but  a  limited  and  in- 
adequate snm.  The  funds  of  the  institntion,  he 
eajo,  will  not  permit  it  to  advance  more  than 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  And  why  t  becanse 
it  has  inrested  three  millions  in  real  estate  I 
To  this  power  to  hold  real  estate,  is  sopenidded 
the  meaiB  to  aoqnire  it.  The  bonk  is  now  the 
greatest  moneyed  power  in  the  Union ;  in  the 
event  of  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it  will  soon 
b«  the  sole  one.  Sole  dispenser  of  money,  it 
wiH  soon  be  the  chief  owner  of  property.  To 
anltmited  means  of  acquisition,  wonld  be  united 

Srpetnity  of  tennre ;  for  a  corporation  never 
ta,  and  is  free  from  the  operation  of  the  laws 
wbich  govern  the  descent  and  distribntion  of 
real  estate  in  the  bands  of  individnals.  .The 
limitations  in  the  charter  are  vain  and  illusory. 
They  insnlt  the  understanding,  and  mook  the 
credotity  of  foolish  believers.  The  bank  is 
fint  limited  to  snob  acquisitions  of  real  estate 
n  ire  necessary  to  its  own  accommodation ; 
thfn  Cannes  a  proviso  to  undo  the  limitation,  so 
&r  IS  it  eoncema  puvhases  npon  its  own  mort- 
giges  and  eiecntions  I  This  is  the  limitation 
upon  the  cqiacity  of  scch  an  institntion  to  ao' 
quire  real  estate.  As  if  it  had  any  thing  to  do 
bnt  to  make  loans  npon  mort^ges,  and  posh 
eiecntjons  npon  judgments  I  Having  all  the 
moDey,  it  wonid  be  the  sole  lender ;  mort^^ages 
being  tiie  road  to  loans,  all  borrowers  must 
trsT^  that  road.  When  birds  enoogh  are  in 
the  net,  the  fowler  draws  his  string,  and  the 
tiesds  are  wrung  off.  So  when  mortgagee 
tooDgfa  are  taken,  the  loans  are  called  in ;  dis- 
eoonts  cease;  eortailments  are  made;  failures 
to  ^y  ensue ;  writs  issue ;  Judgments  and  exe- 
enCioas  follow ;  all  the  mortgaged  promises  are 
fer  sale  at  once ;  and  the  attorney  of  tbe  bank 
•ppearsat  the  elbow  of  the  marshal,  sole  bidder, 
ud  sole  purchaaer. 

What  is  the  legal  effect  of  this  vast  capacity 
to  acquire,  and  this  legal  power  to  retain,  real 
wiate  t  Is  it  not  the  creation  of  a  new  species 
or  tnortmdn  t  And  of  a  kind  more  odious  and 
ilsogerous  than  the  mortmain  of  the  chnrcfa 
vbich  it  baffled  the  English  Parliament  so  many 
1^  to  abolish.  The  mortmain  of  the  church 
vu  a  power  in  an  ecclesiastical  corporation  to 
bold  real  estate,  independent  of  the  laws  of  dis- 


thinK.    The  evil  of  the  two  tenures  is  identical ; 

the  difference  between  the  two  corporations  ia 
no  more  than  the  difference  between  parsMis 
id  inoney  changers ;  the  capacity  t 


operate  npon  the  few  who  were  thinking  of  the 
other  world ;  the  bank,  upon  all  who  are  im- 
mersed in  tbe  bnsiness  or  the  pleasures  of  this. 
The  means  of  the  ohnroh  were  nothing  but 
prayers;  the  means  of  the  bank  is  money  I 
The  church  received  what  it  could  beg  from 
dying  sinners ;  the  bank  may  extort  what  it 
pleases  from  the  whole  living  generation  of  the 
Jnat  end  unjust,  finch  is  the  parallel  between 
the  mortmain  of  the  two  corporations.  They 
both  end  in  monopoly  of  estates,  and  perpetuity 
of  Eucoessioa;  and  the  bank  is  the  greatest 
monopolizer  of  tbe  two.  Monopolies  and  per- 
petual succession  are  the  buie  of  republics. 
Our  ancestors  took  care  to  provide  against  them, 
by  alMlishing  entails  and  primogeniture.  Even 
tbe  glebes  of  the  charoh,  lean  and  few  as  they 
were  in  most  of  the  States,  fell  under  tbe  re- 
publican principle  of  limiteid  tenures.  All  the 
States  abolished  the  anti-republican  tennres; 
but  Congress  re-estabiisfaes  them^  and  in  a 
manner  more  dangerons  and  offensive  thui  be- 
fore the  revolotion.  They  are  now  given,  not 
generally,  bat  to  few ;  not  to  natives  only,  bnt 
to  foreigners  also ;  for  foreigners  are  large  own- 
ers of  this  bonk.  And  thas,  the  principles  of 
the  revolution  sink  before  the  privileges  of  an 
inoorporated  company.  The  laws  of  the  States 
fall  before  the  mandates  of  a  central  directory 
in  Philadelphia.  Foreigners  become  the  land- 
lords of  free  bom  Americans ;  and  the  young 
and  flourishing  towns  of  the  United  States  are 
verging  to  the  fate  of  the  family  boroughs 
which  belong  to  the  great  aristocracy  of  Eng- 
land. 

Let  no  one  say  the  bank  will  not  avaU  itself 
of  its  capacity  to  amass  real  estate.  The  fact 
is,  it  has  already  done  so.  I  know  towns,  yea, 
cities,  and  could  name  them,  if  it  migiit  not 
seem  inYidlous  from  this  elevated  theatre  to 
make  a  public  reference  to  their  misfortnnea, 
in  which  this  bank  already  appears  as  a  domi- 
nant and  engrossing  proprietor.  I  have  been  in 
places  where  tbe  answers  to  inquiries  for  the 
owners  of  the  most  valuable  tenements,  would 
remind  you  of  the  answers  given  by  the  Egyp- 
tians to  similar  questions  ^m  the  French  offi- 
cers on  their  march  to  Cairo.  You  recollect, 
no  doubt,  sir,  the  dialogue  to  which  I  allade : 
"  Who  owns  that  palace  t  "  "The  Ifameiuke;  " 
"Who  this  country  house!  ""The  Mameluke;" 
"These  gardens?"  "  The  Mameluke ;  "  "That 
field  covered  with  rice)  "  "  The  Mameluke." — 
And  thus  have  I  been  answered^  in  the  towns 
and  cities  referred  to,  with  the  smgle  exception 
of  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
substituted  for  that  of  tlie  military  scourge  of 
Egypt  If  this  is  done  under  the  first  charter, 
what  may  not  be  expected  nnder  the  second) 
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beherior,  wh&t  maj  ehe  not  do  when  freed  Arom 
all  restraint  tmd  delivered  up  to  the  botmdlesa 
cnpidit;  and  remoraeleaa  ezactdons  of  a  moneyed 
corporation  ? 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bills 
of  exchange. — I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  reqaire 
me  to  read  diy  passages  from  the  charter  to 
prove  what  I  saj.  I  know  I  speak  a  thing 
nearlj  incredible  when  I  Bilega  that  this  hank 
in  addition  to  all  its  other  attributes,  is  an  in- 
corporated company  of  pawubrokerg !  The  al- 
legation stairs  belief  bnt  a  reference  to  the 
ooartfir  will  dispel  incrednli^.  The  chtffter, 
in  the  first  part,  forbids  a  traffic  in  merchandise; 
in  the  after  part,  permits  it  For  tmir  this 
instrnment  seems  to  have  been  framed  upon 
the  principles  of  contraries ;  one  principle  mak- 
ing limitations,  and  the  other  following  after 
with  provisoes  to  undo  them.  Thas  is  it  with 
laud^  as  I  have  jnst  shown;  thna  is  it  with 
merobandise,  as  T  now  show.  The  bank  is  for- 
bidden to  deal  in  merchandise — proviso,  nnlese 
in  the  case  of  goods  pledged  for  money  lent, 
and  not  redeemed  tc  the  day ;  and,  proviso, 
again,  unless  for  goods  wbiih  shall  be  Uie  pro- 
ceeds of  its  lands.  With  the  help  of  these  two 
Srovisoea  it  is  clear  tbst  the  limitation  is  un- 
one;  it  is  clear  that  the  bank  is  at  liberty  to 
act  the  pawnbroker  and  merchant,  to  any  ex- 
tent that  it  pleases.  It  may  say  to  aU  the  mer- 
chants who  want  loans,  Pledge  yonr  stores, 
gentlemen]  They  mnst  do  it,  or  do  worse; 
and,  if  any  accident  prevents  redemption  on 
the  day,  the  pawn  is  forfeited,  and  the  bank 
takes  possession.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may 
lay  out  its  rents  for  goods ;  it  may  sell  its  real 
estate,  now  worth  three  millions  of  dollars,  for 
goods.  Tins  the  bank  is  an  incorporated  com- 
pany of  pawnbrokers  and  merchants,  as  well  as 
an  incorporation  of  landlords  and  land-specQla- 
tors;  and  this  derogatory  privilege,  liJie  the 
others,  is  copied  from  the  old  Bank  of  England 
charter  of  1694.  Bills  of  exchange  are  also 
subjected  to  t!ie  traffic  of  this  bank.  It  is  a 
traffic  unconnected  with  the  trade  of  banking, 
dangeroas  for  a  great  bank  to  bold,  and  now 
operating  most  injuriously  in  the  South  and 
West.  It  is  the  process  which  drains  these 
quarters  of  the  Union  of  their  gold  and  silver, 
and  stifles  the  growth  of  a  fair  commerce  in  the 
products  of  the  country.  The  merchants,  to 
make  remittances,  buy  bills  of  exchange  from 
the  branch  bonks,  instead  of  baying  prodnce 
fr'om  the  farmers.  The  bills  are  paid  for  in  gold 
and  Hlver;  and,  eventually,  the  gold  and  silver 
are  sent  to  the  mother  bank,  or  to  the  branches 
in  the  EsBtem  cities,  either  to  meet  these  bills, 
or  to  replenish  their  coffers,  and  to  furnish  vast 
loansto  favorite  States  or  individnals.  The  bills 
Bell  cheap,  say  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent. ;  they 
are,  therefore,  a  good  remittance  to  the  mer- 
chant. To  the  bank  the  operation  is  donbly 
good ;  for  even  the  half  of  one  per  cent,  on  bilk 
of  esch^ge  is  a  great  profit  to  the  institntion 
which  monopolizea  that  business,  whiie  the 
collection  and  delivery  to  the  branches  of  all 
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the  hard  money  in  the  eonntry  is  a  still  more 
considerable  advantage.  Under  this  system, 
the  best  of  the  Western  banks — I  do  not  speak 
of  those  which  had  no  foundations,  and  sank  tm- 
der  the  weight  of  neighborhood  opinion — bnt 
those  which  deserved  favor  and  confidence, 
sunk  ten  years  ago.  Under  this  sjBtein,  the 
entire  West  is  now  ondergoing  a  silent,  general, 
and  invisible  drain  of  its  hard  money;  and.  if 
not  qnickly  arrested,  these  States  will  soon  be, 
as  far  as  the  predons  metals  are  ooDcemed,  IM> 
more  than  the  empljr  Ain  of  an  immtdated 
victim. 

7.  To  eetablish  hranehea  in  the  different 
States  without  their  consent,  and  in  defiance  of 
their  resistance. — No  one  can  deny  the  degrad- 
ing and  injnrioQB  tendency  of  this  privilege.  It 
derogates  ttota  the  sovereignty  of  a  State; 
tramples  npon  her  laws;  injures  her  revenue 
and  commerce;  lays  open  her  Government  to 
the  attacks  of  centralism ;  impura  the  property 
of  her  citizens;  and  &stens  a  vampire  on  her 
bosom  to  sunk  ont  her  gold  and  silver.  1.  It 
derogates  from  ber  sovereignty,  because  the 
oentral  institntion  may  impose  its  intrusive 
branches  UDoa  the  State  withont  ber  consent, 
and  in  denance  of  her  redstanee.  This  has 
already  been  done.  The  State  of  Alabama,  bnt 
four  year?  ago,  by  a  resolve  of  her  Legidatnre, 
remonstated  asunst  the  intmsion  of  s  branch 
upon  her.  She  protested  against  the  favor, 
was  the  will  of  the  State  respected?  On  the 
contrary,  was  not  a  branch  instantaneoodj 
forced  upon  her,  as  i^  by  the  suddenness  of  the 
action,  to  make  a  striking  and  conepicnons  dis- 
play of  the  omnipotence  of  the  bank,  and  the 
nullity  of  the  State!  2.  It  tramoles  upon  her 
laws ;  because,  according  to  the  aeeidon  of  the 
Supreme  Oonrt,  the  bank  and  all  its  branches 
are  wholly  independent  of  State  legislation ;  and 
it  tramples  on  them  again,  because  it  authorizes 
foreigners  to  hold  lands  and  tenements  in  every 
State,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  many  of  them ; 
and  because  it  admits  of  the  morttitain  tenure, 
which  is  condemned  by  all  the  republican  States  in 
theUnion.  8,ItiujnreaherreveDue,becansethe 
bank  stock,  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Oourt,  is  not  liable  to  taxation.  And  thns, 
foreigners,  and  non-resident  Americana,  who 
monopolize  the  money  of  the  State,  who  hcdd 
its  best  lands  and  town  lots,  who  meddle  in  its 
elections,  and  suck  out  its  gold  and  silver,  and 
perform  no  military  duty,  are  exempted  from 
paying  taxes,  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  for 
the  support  of  the  State  whose  laws  they  tram- 

Sle  nfHDn,  and  whose  benefits  they  nsnrp.  4. 
ti  subjects  the  State  to  the  dangerona  ma- 
ncenvres  and  intrigues  of  centralism,  by  means 
of  the  tenants,  debtors,  bank  officers,  and  bank 
money,  which  the  central  directory  retain  in 
the  State,  and  may  embody  and  direct  against 
it  in  its  elections,  and  in  its  le^lative  and  jn- 
dicial  proceedings.  6.  It  tends  to  impair  the 
property  of  the  citizens,  and,  in  some  instances, 
that  01  the  States,  by  destroying  the  State 
banks  in  whioh  they  hare  invested  Qieir  money. 
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fl.  It  is  ipJDrione  to  the  commerce  of  the  Stat«g, 
(I  speak  of  the  Western  States,)  bj  BnbBtitating 
■  trade  in  bills  of  ezcbaage,  for  a  trade  in  the 
prodaclA  of  the  conntty.  7.  It  faftena  a  vam- 
pire oa  the  bosom  of  the  State,  to  sack  awaj 
Its  gold  and  silver,  and  to  co-  operate  with  the 
coarse  of  trade  of  federal  legialaUon,  and  of  ei- 
change,  in  drBining  the  Sunth  and  West  of  all 
their  hard  money.  The  Southern  States,  with 
tiieir  thirtj  millions  of  annual  exports  in  cot- 
too,  rioe,  and  tobacco,  and  the  Western  States^ 
wHh  thur  twelve  millioDS  of  provisions  and 
tobacco  exported  from  Kew  Orleans,  and  five 
niUions  consumed  in  the  Sontb,  and  on  the 
lower  Ifiaaisstppi, — that  is  to  say,  with  three- 
fifths  of  the  marketable  productions  of  the 
tJoioa,  are  not  able  to  sostdn  thirtv  apecie- 
paying  banks ;  while  the  minority  of  the  States 
north  of  the  Potomac,  withont  an;  of  the  great 
staples  for  export,  have  above  four  hundred  of 
men  banks.  These  States,  witbont  rice,  with- 
ont cotton,  without  tobacco,  without  angar,  and 
with  less  flour  and  prori^ons,  to  export,  are 
■stnrated  with  gold  and  silver,  while  the  south- 
cm  and  western  States,  with  all  the  real 
Morces  of  wealth,  are  in  a  state  of  the  utmost 
destitntioD.  For  this  calamitous  reversal  of  the 
nstaral  order  of  things,  the  Bank  of  the  IJuited 
Stites  stands  forth  pre-eminentl  j  culpable.  Yes, 
it  is  pre-eminentlf  culpable  I  and  a  statement  in 
the  National  Intelligencer  of  this  momiug,  (a 
paper  which  would  overstate  no  fact  to  the 

Sirejndioe  of  the  bant,)  cites  and  proclaims  the 
Kt  which  proves  thifi  cnlpabilitj.  It  dwells, 
tad  eiolta,  on  the  qaantit;  of  gold  and  silver 
in  the  vaults  of  the  United  States  Bank.  It 
declares  that  institution  to  be  "  overburdened  " 
with  gold  and  silver;  and  well  maj  it  be  so 
orerbortbened,  since  it  has  lifted  the  load  en- 
tirdf  from  the  South  and  West.  It  calls  these 
netala  "a  drug"  in  the  hands  of  the  bank;  that 
ia  to  say,  an  article  for  which  no  purchaser  can 
befannd.  Let  this  "drag,"  like  the  treasures 
i^  the  dethroned  Dej  of  Algiers,  be  released 
from  the  dominion  of  its  keeper ;  let  a  part  go 
back  to  the  Sonth  and  West,  and  the  bank  will 
DO  longer  complain  of  repletioo,  nor  they  of 
dtpletion. 

S.  Exemption  of  the  stockholders  fh>m  in- 
diiidnal  liabili^  on  the  failure  of  the  bank. — 
Thia  privilege  derogates  from  the  common  law, 
ii  coDtrary  to  the  principle  of  partnerships,  and 
injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  community.  It  is 
a  pecnliar  privilege  granted  by  law  to  these 
wporators,  and  exempting  them  from  liability 
UMpt  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  to  the 
UDOant  of  the  assets  of  the  corporation.  Un- 
tuppily,  these  assets  are  never  ana,  that  is 
to  uy,  enough,  when  occasion  comes  for  recur- 
ring to  them.  When  a  bank  fails,  its  assets  are 
•Iways  less  than  its  debits;  ea  that  reaponsibili- 
lybib  tfae  instant  that  liability  acornea.  Let 
DO  one  say  that  the  Bank  of  the  Uoited  States 
i)  too  great  to  &iL  One  greater  than  it,  and  its 
pnitoqrpe,  has  failed,  and  that  in  our  own  day, 
ttd  for  twenty  yean  at  a  time:  the  JJank  of 


England  f^ed  in  17B7,  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  on  the  point  of  failing  in 
1619.  The  same  cause,  namely,  stocl^obbinK 
and  overtrading,  carried  both  to  the  brink  of 
deatruetiou ;  the  same  means  saved  both,  name- 
ly, the  name,  the  credit,  and  the  helping  hand 
ofthe  Governments  which  protected  tbom.  Yes, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  may  M;  audita 
stoekholdera  live  in  splendor  upon  the  princely 
estates  acquired  with  its  notes,  while  the  indus- 
trious cla«ea,  who  hold  these  notes,  will  be  nn- 
able  to  receive  a  shilling  for  them.  This  is 
unjuat  It  is  a  viae  In  the  charter.  Tbe  trae 
principle  in  banking  requires  each  stockholder 
to  be  liable  to  the  amount  of  bis  shares ;  and 
subjects  him  to  tbe  summary  action  of  every 
holder  on  the  failure  of  the  institution,  till  he 
1ms  paid  np  the  amount  of  hie  subscription. 
This  is  the  trne  principle.  It  has  prevuledin 
Scotland  for  the  last  centary,  and  no  sncb 
thing  as  a  broken  bank  has  been  known  there 
in  aQ  tliat  time. 

e.  To  have  the TTmtedStateeforapari^ner.— 
Sir,  there  is  one  oonaeqnenoe,  one  result  of  all 
partnerships  between  a  Qovemment  and  indi- 
viduals, wnioh  should  of  itself,  and  in  a  mere 
mercantile  point  of  view,  condemn  this  asso- 
ciation on  the  part  of  the  federal  GoTemment. 
It  is  the  principle  which  puts  the  strong  part- 
ner forward  to  bear  the  burthen  whenever  tbe 
concern  is  in  danger.  The  weaker  members 
flock  to  the  strong  partner  at  the  approach  of 
the  storm,  and  tfae  necessity  of  venturing  more 
to  save  wnat  he  has  already  staked,  leaves  Mm 
no  alternative.  He  becomes  the  Atlas  of  tbe 
firm,  and  bears  all  upon  his  own  shoulders. 
This  is  tfae  principle ;  wfaat  is  the  fact  t  Why, 
that  the  United  States  has  already  been  com- 
pelled to  auat^  the  federal  bank ;  to  prop  it 
with  her  revenues  and  its  credit  in  tfae  trials 
and  crisis  of  its  early  administration.  I  pass 
over  otfaer  instances  of  the  damage  Buffered 
by  the  United  Statea  on  account  of  this  part- 
nership; the  immense  standing  deposits  for 
which  we  receive  no  compensation  ;  the  loan 
of  Ave  millions  of  oor  own  money,  for  wbich 
wehavepddamillionandahalf  ininterest;  the 
five  per  oenC.  stock  note,  on  which  we  have 
paid  our  partners  fonr  million  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-five  tfaousand  dollars  in  interest; 
the  loss  of  ten  millions  on  tbe  three  per  cent, 
slock,  and  the  ridiculous  catastrophe  of  the 
miserable  bonui,  wbich  has  been  paid  to  us 
with  a  fraction  of  our  own  money :  I  pass  over 
all  this,  and  come  to  the  poiat  of  a  direct  loss, 
as  a  partner,  in  tfae  iliviilends  upon  the  stock 
itselfL  Upon  this  naked  point  of  profit  and 
loss,  to  he  decided  by  a  role  in  arithmetic^  we 
have  sustained  a  direct  aud  heavy  loss.  Tfae 
stock  faeld  by  tbe  United  States,  as  everybody 
knows,  was  subscribed  not  paid.  It  was  a  stock 
note,  deposited  for  seven  millions  of  dollars, 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  Tbe  in- 
dncement  to  thia  subacription  was  the  seduc- 
tive conception  that,  by  paying  five  per  cent, 
on  its  note  the  United  Statee  would  dear  four 
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or  fife  per  cent,  in  getting  a  dividend  ot  eight 
or  ten.  ThiB  was  the  indacement ;  now  for  the 
realizatioii  of  this  fine  conoeptjon.  I«t  ns  see 
it.  Here  it  is :  as  official  retam  from  the 
Ee(pBt«r  of  the  Treasnry  of  interest  paid,  and 
of  dividends  received.     The  account  stands 

Interest  Mid  bj  the  United  SUtes,  (4,125,000 

Dividenda  raceived  by  the  United  States,  4,e2B,4SS 


Lena  to  the  United  States, 


9S,e74 


IMsodvantageooB  as  this  partnerahip  mnst  be 
to  the  United  States  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view, 
there  h  a  &r  more  grave  and  serioos  aspect  un- 
der which  to  view  it.  It  is  the  political  aspect, 
resulting  trota  the  union  between  the  bauk  and 
the  Government.  This  union  has  been  tried 
in  England,  and  has  been  fonnd  there  to  be 
jnat  aa  disastrous  a  conjanctioq  as  the  nnion  of 
church  and  Stat«.  It  is  the  coijunctiaa  of  the 
lender  and  the  borrower,  and  hul;  writ  has 
told  us  which  of  these  categories  will  lie  mas- 
ter of  the  other.  But  aappoae  they  agree  to 
drop  rivalry,  and  nnite  their  reeouroes.  Sup- 
pose they  combine,  and  make  a  push  for  politi- 
cal power :  how  great  ia  the  mischief  which 
they  may  not  acoomplisb  I  But,  on  this  heed, 
T  wish  to  use  the  language  of  one  of  the  bright- 
est patriots  of  Qreat  Britun;  one  who  has 
shown  himself,  in  these  modern  days,  to  be 
the  worthy  BQCoessor  of  those  old  iron  iiarona 
whose  patriotism  commanded  the  unpurchase- 
able enloginm  of  the  elder  Pitt  I  apeak  of  Sir 
WiUiam  Fulteney,  and  hig  speech  against  the 
Bank  of  Eaglaod,  in  1797. 

Tbkspeich — Ettrael. — "ITuve  laid  enough  to 
show  that  Oovemmeat  has  been  readered  depend- 
ent on  the  bank,  and  more  particnlarly  so  in  the 
time  -of  war ;  and  though  ^e  bank  has  not  yet 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  ambitioua  men,  jet  It  ia  bt- 
Idenl  that  it  might,  in  such  handa,  aanune  a  power 
Bufficient  to  control  and  OTerave,  not  only  the  min- 
iiitf  IS,  but  kins,  lords,  and  commona  ■  •  >  • 
As  the  bank  has  thus  became  dangerona  to  Gov- 
emmeat.  It  might,  on  the  other  hand,  by  uniting 
with  ao  ambitioua  miniaCer,  become  the  means  of 
eatabliahing  a  fourth  estate,  sufficient  to  Inrolre 
thia  naUon  in  irrctriavable  alaierj,  and  oupht,  there- 
fore, to  be  dreaded  u  much  aa  a  certain  East  India 
bill  was  jtiatlj  dreaded,  at  a  period  not  Tery  remote. 
I  wiU  not  soy  that  the  present  minislfr,  (the  jouDger 
Fitt.)  by  endesToring,  at  this  crisis,  to  take  the  Bank 
of  England  under  his  protection,  can  have  any  view 
to  make  use,  hereafter,  of  that  engine  to  perpetuate 
hl^  own  power,  and  to  enable  him  to  domineer  over 
OUT  conetitution :  if  that  could  be  auppoaed,  it 
would  only  show  that  men  can  entertain  a  very  dif- 
ferent train  of  ideas,  when  endeavoring  to  overset  a 
rival,  from  what  occurs  to  them  when  intending  to 
support  and  Si  ttiemselvea.  Hy  object  is  to  secure 
the  country  agaioat  all  risk  either  from  the  bank  as 
opposed  to  Government,  or  as  the  engine  of  am- 
bitious men-" 

And  this  is  my  object  also.  I  wish  to  secure 
the  nnloD  from  all  chance  of  harm  from  this 
bank.  I  wish  to  provide  against  its  friendship, 
08  well  oa  iia  eomiCjr — against  all  danger  from 


its  bug,  as  well  as  from  its  blow.  I  widi  to 
provide  against  all  risk,  and  every  haiard ;  for, 
if  this  risk  and  hazard  were  too  great  to  be  ad- 
countered  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  ia 
Great  Britain,  they  mnst  certainly  be  too  great 
to  be  encountered  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  but  commons  alone. 

10.  To  have  foreigners  for  partners. — Tbii^ 
Hr.  President,  will  be  a  strange  atory  to  be  told 
in  the  Weat.  The  downright  and  upright  peo- 
pie  of  that  UDGopbisticated  region  tielieva  th«t 
words  mean  what  they  ugniiy,  and  that  "  the 
Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  "  is  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  How  great  then  mast  be  tbrar 
aatonisbment  to  learn  that  this  belief  is  a  falsa 
conception,  and  that  this  bank  ^ita  whole  name 
to  the  contrary  notwithstandmg)  is  just  aa 
much  the  bank  of  foreigners  as  it  ia  of  toe  Fed- 
eral Government.  Here  I  would  like  to  have 
the  proof — a  list  of  the  names  and  nations,  to 
eBtabliah  thia  almost  incredible  fact.  But  I 
have  no  access  exoept  to  public  documenta,  and 
from  one  of  these  I  learn  as  much  as  wiU 
answer  the  present  F'i<^-  ^^  ^  ^^  report  of 
the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentativea,  for  the  last  seaaioa 
of  Congress.  That  report  admita  tliat  forngn- 
ers  own  seven  millions  of  the  stock  of  this 
bank;  and  everybody  knows  that  the  Federal 
Qovernment  owns  seven  millions  also. 

Thus  it  is  proved  that  foreigners  are  aa  deep- 
ly interested  in  this  bank  as  the  United 
States  itself.  In  the  event  of  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  they  will  be  mnoli  more  deeply 
interested  than  at  present;  for  a  proapeot  of  « 
rise  in  the  Stock  to  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
the  onsettled  state  of  things  in  Eompe,  will  in- 
dnce  them  to  make  great  investments.  It  is  to 
no  purpose  to  say  that  the  foreign  stuckholdera 
cannot  be  voters  or  directors.  The  answer  to 
that  su^estion  is  this ;  the  foreigners  have  tfaa 
money ;  they  pay  down  the  coah,  and  want  do 
accommodations ;  they  arc  lenders,  not  borrow- 
ers ;  and  in  a  great  moneyed  inatitution  such 
stockholders  must  have  the  greatest  inflnence. 
The  name  of  this  bank  is  a  deception  upon  the 
publlo.  It  is  not  the  bank  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, as  its  name  would  import,  nor  of  the 
States  which  compose  this  Union ;  hut  chiefly 
of  private  indivionals,  fbreignera  aa  well  as 
natives,  denizens,  and  naturalized  subjects, 
They  own  twenty-eight  millions  of  the  stock; 
the  Federal  Government  but  seven  millions,  and 
these  seven  are  precisely  balanced  by  the  stook  of 
the  aliens.  The  Federal  Government  and  the 
aliensare  equal,  ownios  one-fiflh  each ;  and  there 
would  be  as  much  tmui  in  calling  it  the  Engliib 
Bank  its  the  Bvik  of  the  United  States.  Now 
mark  a  few  of  the  privileges  which  this  charter 

Sivas  to  these  foreigners.  To  be  landholders,  in 
efiancc  of  the  State  laws,  which  forbid  aliens 
to  hold  land  ;  to  be  landlords  by  incorporation, 
and  to  hold  American  citixens  for  tenants ;  to 
hold  lands  in  morcmun ;  to  be  pawnbroker! 
and  merohanta  by  Inoorporatjon ;  to  pay  the 
of  the  United  Statea  in  their  own 
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DOtes;  ID  short,  to  do  eveiy  thing  whioli  I  ban 
oidMTorsd  to  point  oat  in  the  long  and  hide- 
om  list  of  ezdnsive  privilegee  granted  to  thii 
but.  If  I  havo  shown  it  to  be  dangc 
tbe  Xloited  Btat«s  to  be  in  partnership 
(iwn  citizens,  how  mach  stronger  is  not  the 
argument  sgtuost  ft  partnership  with  foreign- 
«s1  What  a  prospect  for  loans  when  at  war 
vicli  a  foreign  power,  and  the  snbjeota  of  that 
iwwer  large  owners  of  the  bank  here,  from 
which  alone,  or  from  banks  liable  to  be  destroj- 
ed  bf  it,  we  can  obtun  mone;  to  cony  on  the 
wirl  What  a  state  of  things,  1^  in  the  di- 
TiiiOD  of  political  partiee,  one  of  these  pBrtiee, 
tod  the  foreigner,  coalescing,  should]  bare 
Ilia  txclanve  control  ot  all  the  money  tn  the 
Union,  and,  in  addition  to  the  moaeT^,  should 
hsTe  bodies  of  debtors,  tenants,  and  bank  offl- 
t«rs  stationed  in  all  the  Statet^  with  a  supreme 
lod  irre^neible  system  of  centraliam  to  direct 
Ibewbolel  Dangers  from  snch  contingencies 
an  too  ffMt  ana  obvious  to  be  insistod  upon. 
Tbej  Btnke  tjia  common  sense  of  all  mankind, 
ud  were  powerfol  oondderations  for  the  old 
whig  repnblie&ns  for  the  non-renewal  of  the 
duiter  of  1791.  Ur.  Jefibrson  and  the  whig 
npnWeana  staked  their  political  eitstenoe  on 
tbc  noD-reneiral  of  that  charter.  Thej  snc- 
CMd«d;  and,  bj  E1l(^ceediIlg,  prevented  the 
nimiti7  from  being  lud  at  the  mercj  of  British 
•ud  ultra  federalists  for  funds  to  carr;  on  the 
list  war.  It  IB  Bud  tbe  United  States  lost  fortj 
miUioiu  bj  nsing  depreciated  onrrenc;  during 
the  last  war.  That,  probablj,  is  a  mistake  of 
tme-hsif.  Bat  be  it  so  1  For  what  are  forty 
miUkau  compared  to  tlie  loss  of  the  war  itself 
^-ccmpared  to  the  min  and  infamj  of  haring 
Uia  GcTermnent  arrested  for  want  of  money — 
sugiped  and  paralyzed  by  the  reception  of  snoh 
I  note  as  tbe  yonnger  ntt  received  from  the 
Biok  of  England  in  179G  t 

11.  Exemption  traia  dne  conrse  of  law  for 
tiolatioas  of  its  chart«r. — This  is  s  privilege 
vbieh  affects  the  administration  of  jnstice,  and 
Kands  without  example  in  the  annals  of  repnb~ 
Knn  lq;iidation.  In  the  case  of  ell  other  delin- 
qmits,  whether  persons  or  corporations,  the 
bw)  take  their  conrse  against  those  who  offend 
ihem.  It  is  the  right  of  every  oiticen  to  set 
the  laws  in  motion  sgunst  every  offender ;  and 
it  ia  the  constitntion  of  the  law,  when  set  in 
Uitioa,  to  work  throngh,  like  a  machine,  re- 
^vdleai  of  powers  and  principalities,  and  ent- 
luigdown  Uie  gnilty  which  may  stand  in  its 
*>j.  Kot  BO  in  the  case  of  this  hank.  In  its 
UhaH  there  are  barriers  erected  between  the 
dtina  and  bis  (n>pres8or,  between  the  wrong 
ud  the  remedy,  Mtween  the  law  and  the  of- 
^H.  Instead  of  a  right  to  sne  ont  a  Kir» 
ftia*  or  a  ouo  uorronto,  the  injured  citizen, 
vith  an  bomble  petition  in  his  hand,  most  re- 
pair to  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
C<ngras,  and  crave  their  leave  to  do  so.  If 
lure  is  denied,  (and  denied  it  will  be  when- 
n<r  the  bank  has  a  peculiar  friend  in  the  Fres- 
idot,  or  a  m^orilj  of  each  frienda  in  Congress, 


tbe  convenient  pretest  being  always  at  hand 
that  the  general  welfare  reqaires  tbe  bank  to 
be  sastained,)  he  can  proceed  no  fnrtheE.  Tbe 
machinery  of  the  law  cannot  be  set  in  motion, 
and  the  great  offender  Isnghs  from  behind  his 
barrier  at  the  impotent  resentment  of  its  helpless 
victim.  Thns  tiie  bank,  for  the  pimnest  viola-- 
tions  of  its  charter,  and  the  greatest  oppressions 
of  the  citizen,  may  escape  the  pnrsoit  of  justice. 
Thns  tbe  administration  of  jnstice  is  sabject  to 
be  atrangled  in  its  birth  for  the  shelter  and 
protection  of  this  bank.  Bnt  this  is  not  all. 
Another  and  most  alarming  mischief  results 
from  the  same  extraordinary  privilege.  It 
gives  tbe  bank  a  direct  interest  in  tbe  Presi- 
dential and  Congressional  elections :  it  give*  it 
need  for  friends  In  Congress  and  in  tbe  Presi- 
dential chair.  Its  fate,  its  very  existence,  may 
often  depend  upon  the  Mendship  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Congress;  and,  in  sach  cases,  it  is 
not  in  hnnun  natore  to  avoid  nsing  the  im- 
mense means  in  the  hands  of  the  bank  to  in- 
fluence tho  elections  of  these  officers.  Take 
the  existing  fkct — the  cose  to  which  I  alluded 
at  the  commencement  of  this  speech.  There  is. 
a  case  made  ont,  ripe  with  jadicial  evidence, 
and  big  with  the  fate  of  the  bank.  It  is  a  case 
of  nsnry  at  the  rate  of  forty-six  pot  cent.,  in 
violation  of  the  charter,  which  only  admite  an 
interest  of  six.  The  facts  were  admitted,  in 
the  oonrt  below,  by  the  bank's  demnrrer;  tbe 
law  was  decided,  in  the  conrt  above,  by  the 
supreme  judges.  The  admission  concludes  the 
fact^.;  the  decision  oonolndes  the  law.  The 
forfeitare  of  the  charter  is  established ;  the  for- 
feiture is  incurred  \  the  application  of  the  for- 
feiture alone  is  wanting  to  put  an  end  to  the 
institution.  An  impt^tial  President  or  Con- 
gress might  let  the  laws  take  their  coarse; 
those  of  a  different  temper  might  interpose 
their  veto.  What  a  crisis  for  t£e  hank  1  It 
beholds  the  sword  of  Damocles  suspended  over 
its  head  I  What  an  interest  in  keeping  those 
away  who  might  suffer  the  hair  to  be  oat. 

12.  To  have  all  these  mi jnat  privileges  secnred 
to  the  corporators  as  a  monopoly  by  a  pledge  of 
the  pnblio  Mth  to  charter  no  other  ba^ — 
This  is  the  moat  hideoos  feature  in  the  whole 
mass  of  deformity.  If  these  banks  are  bene- 
ficial institutions,  why  not  several!  one,  at 
least,  and  each  independent  of  the  other,  to 
each  great  section  of  the  Union  t  If  malignant, 
why  create  one  I  The  restriction  constitutes 
the  monopoly,  and  renders  more  invidious  what 
was  sufficiently  hatetnl  in  itself  It  is,  indeed,  a 
doable  monopoly,  legislative  as  well  as  bank- 
ing ;  for  the  Congress  of  1816  monopolized  the 
power  to  lo^nt  Uiese  monopolies.  It  has  tied 
np  the  hands  of  its  successors ;  and  if  this  can 
be  done  on  one  snigeot,  and  for  twenty  ybars, 
why  not  upon  all  subjects,  and  for  all  time) 
Here  is  the  form  of  words  which  operate  this 
doable  engrossment  of  our  rights ;  "  No  other 
bank  shall  be  established  by  any  future  law  of 
Congress  dnring  the  continnanoe  of  tbe  corpo- 
ration hereby  enacted,  for  which  the  fdth  of 
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CoDgreaB  ia  hereby  pledsad ; "  with  a  pravuo 
for  &e  District  of  Columbia.  Ajid  that  no  in- 
ddent  might  be  wanting  to  complete  the  title 
of  this  chuter,  to  the  utter  reprobation  of  whig 
repoblicana,  this  compoond  moQopol]',  and  the 
very  form  of  words  in  which  it  is  conceived,  is 
copied  from  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land]— not  the  charter  of  William  and  Marj,  aa 
granted  in  IBM,  {for  the  BUI  of  Rights  was 
tiien  fresh  in  the  memories  of  Englishmen,)  bat 
the  charter  as  amended,  and  that  for  money,  in 
the  memorable  reiKn  of  Qaeen  Anne,  when  a 
XoTj  Queen,  a  Uiry  Ministry,  and  a  lory  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  apostle  of  toryism,  in  the  person 
of  Dr.  Saoheverell,  with  his  sermons  of  divine 
right,  passive  obedience,  and  non-resistance, 
were  riding  and  rtding  over  the  prostrate  liber- 
ties of  England !  This  is  the  preoions  period, 
and  these  the  noble  authors,  from  which  the 
idea  was  borrowed,  and  the  very  form  of  words 
copied,  which  now  figure  in.  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  constituting  that 
double  monopoly,  which  restricts  at  once  the 
powers  of  Congress  and  the  righta  of  the  citi- 
sens. 

These,  Ur.  Preddent,  are  the  chief  of  the  ex- 
olunve  privileges  which  constitnte  the  monop- 
oly of  Ute  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
spoken  of  them,  cot  aa  they  deswved,  but  as 
my  abilities  have  permitted,  I  have  shown 
von  that  they  are  not  only  evil  in  themselvea, 
but  copied  from  an  evil  example,  I  now  wish 
to  show  yon  that  the  Government  from  which 
we  have  made  this  oopy  has  condemned  the 
original ;  and,  tiUa  showing  this  fact  1  think 
I  ^all  be  able  to  appeal,  with  sensible  effect 
to  all  liberal  minds,  to  follow  the  enlightene<l 
example  of  Great  Britiun  in  getting  rid  of  a 
dangerons  and  invidious  institution,  after  hav- 
ing followed  her  [Kimicious  example  in  assnm- 
iog  it  For  this  puipose,  1  wilt  have  recourse 
to  proof^  and  will  read  from  British  state  papers 
of  1S26.  I  will  read  extracts  from  the  corre- 
spondence between  Earl  Liverpool,  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Ur.  Bobinson,  OhanoeUor  of 
the  KzCheqner,  on  one  side,  and  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England 
on  the  other ;  the  subject  being  the  renewal, 
or  rather  non-renewal,  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  England, 

CimtntiKieationifrDtK  Iht  I\nt  Lord  afOu  TVauury 
am'  ChanctUor  of  the  SxeKtgvtr  to  llu  Oovtmor 
and  Deputy  QmtmaTofAtBmii  of  Etigland. — 
Extraett. 

"  The  failures  which  have  occurred  in  England, 
unaccompaDied  u  thej  have  been  b;  the  same  oc- 
emrences  In  Scotland,  tend  to  prore  that  tbere 
mnxt  have  been  an  nusolid  and  deluadve  system  of 
banking  in  one  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  solid 
and  Bui^tantial  one  in  the  other.  ■  *  ■>  *  In 
Scotland,  there  are  not  more  than  thirty  iMnlu, 
(three  chartered,)  and  these  banks  have  stood  firm 
amidst  all  the  convulsions  in  the  money  market  in 
Ellwand,  and  amidst  all  the  distresses  to  which  the 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  interests  in  Scot- 
land, as  well  as  in  England,  have  occasiDnaUy  been 


Buly'ect.  Banks  of  this  description  mustnecesuuily 
be  coaducted  npon  the  generally  understood  &nd 
approTedprinciiJos  of  banking.  ■  "  •  •  Xli« 
Bank  of  England  ma;^.  perhaps,  propose,  a*  thej-  did 
upon  a  former  occasion,  the  eitensiaD  of  (ta  term 
of  their  exclusive  privilege,  as  to  tlie  metropolis  and 
itsneighbortiDod,  bejoud  the  year  1 833,  as  the  i»ic« 
of  this  concession,  [Immediate  aurrender  of  excln- 
slve  privileges.]  It  would  be  very  much  to  be  m- 
gretted  that  they  afaoald  require  any  sooh  condilioo. 

*  *  '  *  It  is  obvioua,  from  what  passed  be- 
fore,  that  Farliament  will  never  vree  to  it.    *     * 

*  *  Buch  privil^es  are  out  of  bshion ;  and  wbst 
expectation  can  the  bank,  under  present  circum- 
Btanees,  entertain  that  theiit  will  be  renewed! " — - 
/in.18. 

.^iiMin-  of  tin  Court  of  ZHrtctDrL—ExtntL 
"Under  the  oncertunty  in  which  the  Court  of 
Directors  find  themselves  with  respect  to  the  death 
of  the  bank,  and  the  effect  which  they  may  have  on 
tbe  interests  of  the  bank,  this  court  cannot  Eeel 
themselves  Justified  in  recommending  to  the  pro- 
prietors to  give  up  the  privilege  which  they  now 
enjoy,  sancUoned  and  confirmed  as  it  is  bj  the 
solemn  acts  of  tlie  Legislature." — Jan.  20. 

Bttond  eonutumieatiiMfroM  th*  iSnittfrt. — Xxtraet. 
"The  First  Lord  of  the  Treaaury  and  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  have  conaideted  the  answer  of  the 
bank  of  the  20th  instant.  They  eaonot  but  regret 
that  the  Court  of  Oireclors  should  have  declined  to 
recommend  to  the  Court  of  Proprietors  the  consid- 
eration of  the  paper  delivered  by  the  Krat  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  ChanceKor  of  tbe  Exchequer 
to  the  Ooveroor  and  Depatj  Oovemor  on  the  I8th 
InsUnt.  The  statement  contained  in  that  paper  ap- 
pears to  (he  Urst  Lord  of  the  Treisary  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  so  fall  and  expUcit  on  all 
the  points  to  which  it  related,  that  they  have  noth- 
ing further  lo  add,  although  the;  would  have  been, 
snd  still  are,  ready  to  answer,  as  far  as  possible,  anj 
specific  questions  which  might  be  pat,  for  the  pfii^ 
pose  of  removing  the  uncertaiatjinirhich  the  Court 
of  Directors  state  themselvei  to  be  with  respect  to 
the  details  of  the  plan  suggested  in  that  paper," — 
Jan.  2S. 


Btamdai 
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Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, dated  January  2ad,  and  finding  that  His 
H^estj's  ministers  persevere  in  their  deaire  to  pro- 
pose to  restrict  immeiUately  the  exclusive  privitege 
of  the  bank,  as  to  the  number  of  partners  engaged 
in  banking  to  a  certain  distance  &om  the  Helropo- 
lis,  and  also  continue  to  be  of  opinion  that  Farlis- 
ment  would  not  consent  to  renew  the  privilege  at 
the  exiaration  of  the  period  of  their  present  cluuier; 
finding,  also,  that  the  proposal  by  tbe  bank  of  estab- 
lishing branch  banks  ii  deemed  b;  His  K^esty'i 
minislerg  Inidequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country, 
sre  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  deairable  for  this 
corporation  to  propoae,  as  a  basis,  the  act  of  SIh  of 
George  the  FourUi,  which  states  the  conditions  on 
which  tbe  Bank  of  Ireland  relinquished  its  exclotiie 
privileges ;  thia  corporalion  waiving  the  questioD  of 
a  prolonration  of  time,  although  the  committee  [of 
the  bankj  cannot  agree  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  Rral 
Lord  of  the  Treasur;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ei- 
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ebaqwr,  tlut  thej  ue  not  naUng  ■  cinuidenble 
MicriEw,  idTarting  especUUf  to  the  Bulk  of  IreUnd 
remuuing  in  poa*«Mioa  of  thtt  piinlege  fl*e  tbus 
longer  than  the  Bank  of  Engluid-''— Jim.  29. 

Here,  Hr.  President,  is  the  end  of  all  the  ex 
dnsive  privileges  and  odions  monopolj  of  thi 
Bank  of  Engbmd.  That  ancient  and  powerful 
ioatitottoQ,  so  long  the  haughtj  tTrant  of  the 
mooeved  world — so  long  the  snbstdiier  of 
Einsi  and  UiniBters — so  long  the  fruitful  moth- 
er  of  national  debt  and  nselesa  wara — ho  long 
the  prolific  manufacUnj  of  nabobs  and  panpera 
—90  long  the  dread  dictator  of  its  own  terms  to 
Parliament — now  droops  the  conquered  wing, 
lowen  its  prond  crest,  and  quails  nnder  the 
blows  of  its  lata  despised  assulants.  It  first 
pnts  00  a  coorageons  air,  and  takes  a  i 

□pon  privileges  sanctionod  bj  time,  and 

bmed  by  solemn  acts.    Seeing  that  the  Hinia- 
tera  ooold  have  no  more  to  saj  to  men  ' 
would  talk  of  privileges  in  the  nineteenth  i 

tmj,  tod  being  reminded  thai  Parliament 

inenHable,  the  bnll?  suddenly  degenerates 
into  the  craven,  and,  from  showing  fight,  calls 
foronaricr.  Thediroctora  condescend  to  beg 
for  the  smallest  remnant  of  their  former  power, 
for  five  years  only ;  for  the  city  of  London 
eren ;  and  offer  to  send  branches  into  all  goar- 
ttn.  Denied  at  every  point,  the  subdued  ty- 
nnt  acqniesoes  in  his  Uie,  annoonces  his  sob- 
niinon  to  the  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the 
ige;  md  qnietly  nnks  down  into  the  hnmble, 
W  Mfe  and  ns^bl,  condition  of  a  Scottish  pro- 
Tinda]  bank. 

And  here  it  is  profitable  to  pause;  to  look 
back,  and  see  by  what  means  this  ancient  and 
powerfnl  institntion— this  Babylon  of  the  bank- 
ing world — waa  so  suddenly  and  so  totally  pros- 
frUed,  Who  did  it  T  And  with  what  weap- 
on! t  Bir,  it  was  done  by  that  power  which  is 
no*  regiUalJng  the  affiurs  of  tbe  civilized 
world.  It  was  done  by  the  power  of  public 
opinion,  invoked  by  the  working  members  of 
Ue  British  Parliament  It  was  done  by  Sir 
Heoty  Pamell,  who  led  the  attack  noon  the 
Wellington  Hinistry  on  tbe  night  of  the  16th 
of  November ;  by  Sir  William  Pnlteney,  Mr, 
Greafel,  Mr,  Hnme,  Mr,  Edward  Ellice,  and 
lUierg,  the  working  members  of  the  Honse  of 
Commons,  such  as  had,  a  few  years  before, 
overthrown  the  gigantic  oppressions  of  the  salt 
tu-  These  are  the  men  who  have  overthrown 
(he  Bank  of  England,  They  began  the  attack 
ID  18^  under  the  discouraging  cry  of  too  soon, 
tiMioon — for  the  charter  bad  then  nine  years  to 
rani  and  ended  with  showing  that  they  h^  begun 
)<M  lOOD  enough.  They  began  with  the  Minia- 
**«  in  their  front,  on  de  side  of  the  bank,  and 
nded  with  having  them  on  their  own  inde,  and 
"oikiag  them  co-operatora  in  the  attack,  and 
the  iustniments  and  ioflicters  of  the  fatal  and 
P«l  blow.  But  let  na  do  jastice  to  these  Min- 
'"^n.  Though  wrong  in  the  beginning,  they 
*ne  right  in  the  end ;  though  monarohista, 
}}|6y  behaved  like  repablicans.  They  were  not 
lua  PoUgnaca.     They  yielded  to  the  intelli- 


gence of  tbe  age,-  they  yielded  to  tbe  spirit 
which  proscribes  monopolies  and  privileges, 
and  in  their  correspondence  with  the  bank  di- 
rectors, spoke  truth  and  reason,  and  asserted 
liberal  principles,  with  a  point  and  power  which 
quickly  put  an  end  to  dangeroDS  and  obsolete 
pretensions.  They  told  the  bank  tbe  mortify- 
ing truths,  that  its  system  was  unsolid  and  de- 
lusive— that  its  privileges  and  monopoly  were 
out  of  fashion — that  they  oould  not  be  prolonged 
for  five  years  even— nor  aafifered  to  exist  in 
London  alone ;  and,  what  was  still  more  cut- 
ting, that  the  banka  of  Scotland,  which  bad  no 
monopoly,  no  privilege,  no  connection  with  the 
Qovernment,  which  paid  interest  on  deposits, 
and  whose  stockholders  were  responsible  to  the 
amount  of  their  shares — were  the  solid  and 
BQbatantial  banks,  which  alone  the  public  in- 
terest oouid  hereaft«r  reooaniie.  They  did  their 
bnainess,  when  they  undertook  it,  like  true 
men ;  and^  in  the  single  phrase,  out  of  fashion. 
achieved  the  most  powerful  combination  of  solia 
argument,    and    contemptnons    sarcaam,    that 

was  compressed  into  two  words.     It  is  a 

>e  of  electrical  power  over  the  senses  and 
paseioDB.  It  throws  back  the  mind  to  the 
reigns  of  the  Tudors  and  Stuarta— the  terma- 
gant Elizabeth  and  tbe  pedagogue  James — and 
rouses  within  ns  all  the  ahame  and  rage  we 
have  been  acoostomed  to  feel  at  the  view  of 
the  scandalons  sales  of  privileges  and  monopo- 
lies which  were  the  disgrace  and  oppreeuon  of 
wretched  times.  Ont  fashion!  Tea; 
n  England,  Che  land  of  their  early  birth, 
and  lat«  protection.  And  shall  they  remain  in 
&Bbton  here  ?  Shall  republicanism  continue  to 
wear,  in  America,  tbe  antique  costume  which 
the  doughty  champions  of  antiquated  fashion 
have  been  compelled  to  doff  in  England  t  Shall 
English  lords  and  ladies  continue  to  find,  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  nnjost  and 
odions  privileges  which  they  can  no  longer  find 
'~  tbe  Bank  of  England  I  Shall  the  copy  snr- 
'e  here  after  the  original  has  been  destroyed 
there?  Shall  the  young  whelp  triumph  in 
America,  after  the  old  lion  has  been  throttied 
and  strangled  in  England  I  Not  never  I  The 
thing  ia  imposaible  1  Tbe  Bank  of  the  United 
Stat«3  dies,  as  the  Bank  of  England  dies,  in  all 
its  odious  points,  upon  the  limitation  of  its 
charter ;  and  the  only  oironmstanoe  of  regret 
ia,  that  the  generous  deliverance  is  to  take  ef- 
fect two  years  earlier  in  the  Britiah  monarchy 
the  American  republic, 
ivord,  Mr.  President,  upon  an  incidental 
.  It  is  shown  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank 
of  the  Umted  States  has  fallen  five  per  cent. 
in  conseqnence  of  the  opinions  disclosed  in  th% 
Preudent's  Messages ;  and,  thereupon,  a  com- 
plaint ia  preferred  against  me  President  for  de- 
preciating the  property  of  innocent  and  unof- 
fending people.  I  maje  a  remark  upon  this 
oomplunt  in  the  beginning  of  my  speech,  and 
now  have  a  word  more  to  bestow  upon  it.  I 
wish  to  contrast  the  conduct  of  the  American 
stockholders  with  that  of  the  Bank  of  England 
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Btockhold«ra,  io  a  nmilar,  nod  to  them,  mach 
more  disaetrons,  case.  The  Bank  of  England 
stoclcholders,  also,  have  had  a  decline  in  the 
prioe  of  Block ;  not  of  five  dollars,  bat  of  thirtj- 
five  pounds,  in  the  share.  Bulk  of  En^and 
stock,  in  coDseqaence  of  Earl  Liveipool's  oom- 
mnnioation,  and  of  the  debates  in  Parliament, 
has  Men  from  288  to  SOS  ;  eqnat  to  a  loss  of 
$166  in  everj  share.  This  is  something  more 
tiisn  to.  Yet  I  have  never  heard  that  Earl 
Liverpool,  or  an;  member  of  Parliament,  haa 
been  called  to  account  for  prodacinff  this  de- 
preciation. It  wonld  seem  that  the  liberty  of 
qwech,  and  the  rights  of  disunssion,  in  Great 
Britain,  extended  to  the  afijura  of  the  Bank  of 
Eogland ;  and  that  Ministers  and  legialBtora 
vere  safe  in  handling  it  like  anj  other  snbjeot 

Fonrtlily.  I  ol^ect.  Mr.  President,  to  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  hecaose  this  hank 
is  an  institution  too  eoetlf  and  expensive  for 
the  American  people  to  keep  np. 

Let  no  one  cavil  at  this  head  of  objection, 
mider  the  belief  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  sapports  itself,  like  the  hibernal  bear,  b; 
sacking  its  own  paws ;  or  that  it  derives  its 
revennea,  as  a  spider  spins  its  web,  from  the 
recesses  of  its  own  abdomen.  Bnoh  a  belief 
would  be  essentiallj  errooeona,  and  highly  nn- 
becoming  the  intelligence  of  the  nineteenth 
centDry,  The  fact  is,  that  the  bank  lives  npon 
the  people ;  that  all  its  expenses  are  made  out 
of  the  people ;  all  its  profits  derived  ftom,  and 
all  its  losses  reimbursed  bj,  them.  This  is  the 
naked  truth;  bv  consequence  every  shilling 
held,  or  iaaued,  by  the  bank,  over  and  above 
the  capital  stock,  is  a  tax  npon  the  people; 
and,  as  such,  I  shall  look  into  the  amount  of 
the  levy,  and  prove  it  to  be  too  great  for  the 
people  to  bear  any  longer. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  the  direct  expenses 
of  the  bank,  the  actual  cost  of  its  annual  ad- 
ministration. These  expenses  ore  retorned  at 
$372,000  for  the  year  18S0 ;  and,  assuming  that 
Bom  for  an  average,  the  total  cost  of  the  admin- 
istration for  twenty  years  will  be  about  seven 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  The  enormity 
of  this  sum  must  strike  every  mind ;  bat,  to 
jndge  it  accurately,  let  ns  compare  it  to  the  ex- 
penses of  some  kDown  establishment.  Let  us 
take  the  civil  list  of  the  Federal  Oovemment  in 
the  first  term  of  Preadent  Washington's  admin- 
istratjon.  Resorting  to  this  standard,  I  find 
the  expenditnre  of  this  branch  of  the  Oovem- 
ment to  be :.  for  1702,  $381,000;  for  'B3,  $3B8,- 
000;  for  'W,  $441,000;  for  '86,  $301,000;  pre- 
senting an  annoal  average  of  $385,000 ;  which  is 
bat  a  trifie  over  the  bank  eipenditare  for  1830. 
Now,  what  were  the  heads  of  expenditure  in- 
cluded in  the  civil  list  at  the  period  referred 
to  ?  They  were  the  salaries  of  the  Preddent 
and  Vice  President ;  the  salaries  of  all  the  Sec- 
retaries, their  clerks  and  messengers,  and  the 
purchase  of  the  parapberaalia  of  oil  their  of- 
fices ;  compensation  to  both  Houses  of  Ckingress, 
and  the  discha:^  of  every  attendant  expense; 
salaries  to  all  the  f^eral  judges,  their  marsbals 


and  district  attorneys,  and  the  cost  of  their 
court  rooms ;  the  expense  of  mtstrions  abroad, 
and  of  territorial  governments  at  home.  Tliese 
were  the  items  of  the  civil  list;  oomprehend- 
ing  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  administra- 
tion for  all  objects,  except  the  army ;  there 
being  at  that  ticne  no  navy.  The  adminiHtj«- 
tiou  of  the  bank,  therefore,  actually  involves  an 
expenditure,  rivalling  that  of  the  Federal  Got- 
eroment  in  1 793,  '03,  'M,  and  '96 ;  omitting  the 
single  item  of  the  army,  which  was  tben  on  a 
war  establishment.  The  next  item  of  bank  tax 
is  that  of  the  profita,  in  the  shape  of  anniiBl 
dividends.  These  profits  are  now  seven  per 
cent ;  but  have  been  less ;  and  at  one  tine, 
owing  to  an  explosion  produced  by  stock  job- 
bing, were  nothing.  Assmning  nx  per  oent. 
for  the  average  of  twenty  years,  and  the  aggre- 
gate will  be  $42,000,000.  In  the  thiid  place^ 
the  contingent  inad,  reserved  to  cover  losses 
is  near  6,000,000  dollars.  Fourthly,  the  real 
estate,  including  banking  houses,  is  above 
4,000,000  dollars.  Fifthly,  botttu  reimbursed  to 
the  bank,  is.  I,SOO,000.  Sixthly,  the  interest 
on  the  public  depouts,  which  the  bank  was 
receiving  from  the  United  States  or  individuals, 
while  the  United  States  were  paying  interest 
on  the  same  amount  to  the  bank  or  to  others, 
was  nx  millions  of  dollars  on  the  standing  de- 
posit of  about  five  millions.  The  aggregate  is 
sixty-six  millions  of  dollars ;  to  say  nothing  of 
the  profit  on  the  stock  itselfj  which  is  now 
twenty-six  per  cent.,  e<[nal  to  $9,000,000  addi- 
tion to  the  original  capitaL  The  annual  aver- 
age of  this  aggregate  levy  of  sixty-six  millions, 
is  above  three  mulions  and  a  qoarter  of  doUars ; 
being  very  nearly  as  much  as  the  whole  expen- 
diture of  the  Federal  Oovemment  in  the  second 
year  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  which  was 
hut  8,737,000,  doUuB,  the  army  included,  and 
the  navy  also,  which  bad  then  sprung  into  ex- 
istence. Will  senators  refiect  upon  the  largencGS 
of  Uiia  levy,  and  consider  how  much  it  adds  to 
the  multiplied  burdens  of  onr  oomplicated  sys- 
tem of  taxation  t  I  say  complicated :  for,  under 
bur  duplicate  form  of  Government,  every  citi- 
zen is  many  times  taxed,  and  by  various  an- 
thoritiea.  Rist,  his  State  tar,  then  his  county 
tax,  then  his  corporation  tax,  (if  he  live  in  a 
city.)  then  his  federal  tax,  and,  smce  1818,  his 
bank  tax.  The  amount  of  eaoh  is  considerable, 
of  the  whole,  is  excesuve ;  of  the  bank  tax,  in 
addition  to  the  others,  intolerable. 

The  direct  tax  of  1798,  which  contributed  so 
much  to  the  overthrow  of  the  men  then  at  the 
head  of  afiairs,  was  an  inconsiderable  burden 
to  this  bank  levy.  Not  so  much  as  one  million 
was  ever  paid  in  any  one  year  under  the  direct 
tax ;  while  the  annual  levy  of  the  bank  tax  is 
three  millions  and  a  qnart«r.  The  one  la  as 
truly  a  tax  as  the  other,  and  as  certainly  pud 
by  the  people ;  and,  as  the  reduction  of  taxes 
ii  now  the  policy  of  the  country,  I  present  this 
contribution  to  the  federal  bank,  as  tiie  fit  and 
eminent  item  to  head  and  grace  the  list  of  abo- 
lition.   I  say,  to  head  and  grace  the  list  I     For 
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it  is  a  tax  not  oalj  great  ia  itself  and  levied  to 
sappott  a  most  duiKerons  and  invidiouH  imtita- 
tioD,  bnt  doublj  and  pecnUarly  oppreBrire  apon 
the  people,  be4;aDBe  no  part  of  it  ih  6Tar  Temnd- 
ed  i«  tlieni  in  the  riiape  of  beneficeDt  expend!- 
tare.  In  tlie  case  of  everj  other  tax,  in  all  the 
cootribattona  levied  for  tiie  porposus  of  Gov- 
Hiuoent,  there  ia  some  alleviation  of  the  bur- 
den—Bome  restitQlion  of  the  obdncted  treasure 
—some  retom  to  the  people — some  re-infaaion 
of  strength  into  their  ranks — in  the  cnstomarj 
reimbursement  of  the  revenne.  The  Qovem- 
nieat  nsaaUf  pa^a  it  baok,  or  a  portion  at  it 
fi>r  Bclanea,  aerviMa,  and  sappliea.  But,  in  the 
cue  of  the  bank  tax,  there  la  nothing  of  this 
leimburaement.  The  bank  refunds  nothing; 
bat  all  the  monej  it  makes  ont  of  the  people  is 
;oDe  from  them  forever.  It  coea  into  a  comer 
c^  the  Union,  and  remidns  were :  it  goes  into 
private  handa,  and  becomes  individual  prop- 
erty. The  Btookholdera  divide  it  among  wem- 
)e1ve&  Twice,  in  everj  jear,  thej  moke  the 
division  of  these  modem  tpolia  opiraa — these 
deirest  spoils — not  of  the  enemy's  genera]  killed 
in  battle,  bat  o£  American  citizens  fleeced  at 
home.  This  is  a  grievous  aggravation  of  the 
imannt  of  the  tax.  It  is  the  aggravation  which 
rendera  taxation  inaapportable.  It  iB"absentee- 
iam"  in  a  new  and  legalized  form.  It  is  the 
vbde  mischief  of  that  system  of  absenteeism, 
which  drains  off  the  wealth  of  Ireland  to  fer- 
tiliie  England,  France,  and  Italy,  leaving  Ire- 
land itself  the  most  distressed  and  oihansted 
coiintry  in  Enrope,  instead  of  remaining,  as 
God  created  it,  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
Souishing.  Eternal  drawing  ont^  and  no 
bnggiag  back,  ia  a  process  which  no  people,  or 
ceontry,  can  endnre.  It  is  a  process  which 
WDDid  eihaoat  the  rasonrces  of  nature  herself. 
The  earth  would  be  deprived  of  its  moisture, 
ud  changed  into  a  desert,  if  the  exhalations  of 
tlie  da;  did  not  return  in  dews  at  night.  The 
*ut  ocean  itself,  with  all  its  deep  and  bonnd- 
le«a  wateia,  would  be  sucked  up  and  dried 
trsf ,  if  tiie  vapors  dravm  np  by  the  sun  did 
■Mt  form  into  clonds,  and  descend  in  rain  and 
raow.  80  will  any  people  be  exhanated  of  their 
■ealth,  no  matter  now  great  that  wealth  may 
b«.  Those  miserable  destiny  shall  subject  them 
^  a  system  of  taxation  which  is  forever  levy- 
iiig,  sod  never  refimdjng ;  a  system  whose  cry 
is  that  of  the  horse-leeoh,  more !  more  I  more  I 
-ywhoae  voice  is  that  of  the  gr»ve,  give  T  give  I 
give !— whose  attribute  is  that  of  the  grave  also, 
never  to  render  baok  I — and,  snch  precisely  is 
tbe  system  of  taxation  to  which  the  people  of 
tliese  States  are  now  subjected  hy  the  federal 
buk. 

Of  the  three  great  divisions,  Mr.  President, 
into  which  this  qaestion  divides  itself,  I  have 
tMched  bnt  one.  I  have  left  imtonched  the 
wiutitational  difficulty,  and  the  former  mis- 
Kiin^ment  of  the  bank.  I  have  bandied  the 
peatioo  as  if  the  constitntional  authority  for 
lie  bank  was  express,  and  as  if  its  whole  ad- 
"""lirtration  had  Deen  free  from  reproach.  I 
Tn.ZL— 11 


have  looked  to  the  nature  of  the  institntion 
alone;  and,  flnding  in  its  very  nature  insoi- 
motintable  objections  to  ita  existence,  I  have 
come  to  the  couclnaion  that  the  public  good 
requires  the  institntion  to  oeose.  I  l)elieve  it 
to  be  an  inatitntiou  of  too  much  power;  of 
tendencies  too  dangerous;  of  privileges  too 
odious ;  of  expense  too  enormous,  to  be  safely 
tolerated  under  any  Government  of  free  and 
equal  laws.    My  mind  ia  made  up  that  the  pres-  . 

ent  charter  ou^bt  to  be  allowed  to  expire  on  ^ 

ita  own  limitation ;  and,  that  no  other,  or  sub- 
sequent one,  should  ever  after  be  granted. 
This  ia  my  opinion ;  I  may  add,  m;  belief;  for 
I  have  the  consolation  to  believe  that  the  event 
will  not  deceive  my  hopes. 

I  am  willing  to  see  the  charter  expire,  with- 
out providing  any  substitute  for  the  present 
bank.  I  e™  willing  to  see  the  corrency  of  the 
Federal  Government  left  to  the  hard  money 
mentioned  and  intended  in  the  constitution ;  I 
am  willing  to  have  a  bard  money  Qovemment, 
as  that  of  France  has  been  since  the  time  of  a*- 
ugnatt  and  mandaU.  Every  species  of  paper 
might  l>e  left  to  the  Btate  authorities,  unrecog- 
nized by  the  Federal  Government,  and  only 
touched  by  it  fur  ita  own  convenience  when 
eqnivalent  to  gold  and  silver.  Such  a  (iurrency 
filled  France  with  the  preoions  metals,  when 
England,  with  her  ovei^rown  bank,  was  a  prey 
to  all  the  evils  of  unconvertible  paper.  It  fur- 
nished money  enough  for  the  imperial  Govern- 
ment when  the  population  of  the  empire  was 
three  times  more  numerous,  and  the  eipensea 
of  Government  twelve  times  greater,  than  the 
population  and  expenses  of  the  United  Btatee; 
and,  when  France  possessed  no  mines  of  gold 
or  silver,  and  was  dcstitat«  of  the  eiporte 
which  command  the  specie  of  other  countries. 
The  United  States  possess  gold  mines,  now 
yielding  half  a  miliian  per  annum,  with  every 
prospect  of  equalling  those  of  Peru.  But  ihia 
IB  not  the  best  dependence.  We  have  what 
ia  superior  to  mines,  namely,  the  exports  which 
oonmiand  the  money  of  the  world ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  food  which  susbuna  life,  and  the  raw 
materials  which  sustain  manufactures.  Gold 
and  silver  is  the  liest  currency  for  a  republic ; 
it  snits  the  men  of  middle  property  and  the 
working  people  best ;  and  if  I  was  going  to  es- 
tabliah  a  working  man's  party,  it  sboold  be  on 
the  basis  of  hard  money;  a  hard  money  party 
against  a  paper  party. 

Mr.  WEBans  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  to  grant  leave  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  resolutJon;  and  the  vote  being  taken, 
was  decided,  without  further  debate,  as  fol- 

Ykab. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Benlon,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Forejtb,  OruDdy,  Hayee,  IredelL 
King,  UoEitilej,  Fcindeiter,  Sanford,  Smith  of 
South  Gorolini,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Whit^ 
Woodbury — 20. 

Nats.— Hesars.  Barton,  Bell,  Bumet,  Chase,  Clay- 
ton, Foot,  FrelinehuyBeD,  Heodricka,  Bolmea,  John- 
ston, Knight,  uVingslon,  Uuka,  Noble,  lUihbina, 
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Foit  QfflM  Imeitigation, 
Mr.  Gbtihdt  said,  tiiat,  in  the  Select  Commit- 
tee appoioted  to  eianiiiie  into  the  oondition  of 
the  PoBt  Office  Department,  a  Berions  differenoe 
of  opinion  existed  in  relation  to  tlie  description 
of  testimony  to  be  bronglit  before  them ;  and 
that  he,  for  one,  was  unwilling  that  the  opin- 
ions of  part  of  that  oommittee  should  prevail, 
withont  tJie  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  He, 
therefore,  snhmitted  the  following  resolntion : 

Rttolvtd,  That  tbe  Select  Committee  appoiated 
on  the  1  fith  day  of  DecenbeT  hut,  to  laquirs  into 
the  oondiUoD  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  an  not 
■uthorized  to  call  befbra  then:\  the  peraoas  who  have 
Ijeen  diamined  from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  aacet^ 
talnlng  tbe  reasons  or  causes  of  their  remOTaL 


TiTXBSAT,  Fehraary  8. 
DtU]/  on  Ahtm  Salt. 

Mr.  Bentout  rose  to  asb  leave  to  introdnoe  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  doty  on  alnm  salt.  He  add 
that  this  kind  of  salt  was  not  mmiofoctnred  In 
the  Dnited  States^  that  it  was  indispensable  in 
curing  proTidons,  and  had  to  be  bought  at 
whatever  nrice  it  might  cost  He  sdd  that  the 
uses  of  salt,  and  the  ii^nry  done  to  the  com- 
mtmity  by  taxing  it,  bad  commanded  the  atten- 
tion of  the  British  Parliament,  and  occasioned 
B  committee  to  be  appointed  in  tbe  year  1S18, 
whose  labors  were  a  monmnent  to  their  honor, 
and  a  title  to  the  gratitnde  of  their  country. 
They  had  taken  the  examinations  in  writing  of 
more  than  seventy  witneeses,  comprehending 
men  of  the  first  character  in  every  walk  of  life, 
of  whom  he  wonld  mention  Lord  Eenyon,  Sir 
Thomas  Bernard,  Sir  John  Bincliur,  Arthnr 
Tonng,  and  Sir  John  Stanley,  whose  testimony, 
wilt  Uie  reports  of  the  committee,  extended  to 
fonr  hundred  folio  pages.  He  wonld  read  some 
parts  of  their  testimony,  and  believed  that  the 
Senate  would  perform  a  great  service  to  the 
American  people  if  they  would  direct  a  com- 
mittee to  make  an  abstract  of  the  whole,  and 
publish  some  thonsaad  copies  for  distribution 
among  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  then  began  to  read  a  part  of  the  es- 
tractfl  which  he  had  made,  when  he  was  inter- 
rnpted  by  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  who  made 
several  points  of  order,  one  of  which  was,  that 
Ur.  B.'s  motion  was  not  seconded.  The  Vice 
President  said  that  it  was  not  nBual  to  have 
motions  seconded  in  the  Senate ;  that  the  rale 
was  a  formally  which  had  not  been  attended 
to  in  practice ;  bnt,  if  any  Senator  made  it  a 
point,  the  rnle  must  be  enforced.  Ur.  B.  then 
appealed  to  the  Senators  from  the  touth  of  Ma- 
son and  Dickson's  line  to  furnish  him  a  eeoond. 
Several  rose,  and,  observiag  among  them  Mr. 


tbe  preference,  becaaae  he  waa  from  the  norii 
of  Mason  and  Diclcson's  line,  and  becaose  he 
had  been  the  first  to  open  the  campugn  against 
the  salt  tax  several  years  ago.  He  said  that  tbe 
report  and  speeches  of  the  Senator  from  Neir 
Hampshire  agunat  the  salt  tax,  would  remain 
as  monnmenU  to  his  honor  when  his  own  poor 
exertions  were  forgotten ;  and  he  took  pride 
and  pleasure  In  paving  tMs  tribute  to  him,  and 
making  it  more  fully  known  in  the  Weet,  that 
he  was  only  the  follower  of  that  distingnisbed 
and  patriotic  Senator,  so  Justly  dear  to  the  whig 
republicans  of  all  quarters  of  the  Union,  in  wag- 
ing a  war  of  determined  hostility  agamst  the 
salt  tax. 

The  other  objections  of  Mr.  Foot  being  di*- 
posed  o^  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  read,  or  state,  the 
exbw^  to  which  he  referred. 


1.  F'mn  Sir  John  BitidaiT'tei/idttun. — Iirairace 
at  the  rarm  of  a  great  farmer  itt  the  Netheriinda,  s 
Ur.  HesselmaD,  at  Chenoi,  near  Havre,  irhere  I  wu 
surprised  to  see  an  immenae  heap  of  Cheshire  rock 
aalt,  which  he  aaid  he  found  of  the  greatest  use  for 
his  stock.  He  said,  first,  that,  by  allowing  bis 
sheep  to  Uck  it,  the  rot  was  efFectBally  inivented; 
secoudtj,  that  his  cattle,  to  whom  ha  gave  Iniai»  of 
it  to  tick,  were  thereby  protected  from  ioflKlMnl 
disorders ;  and  the  cows  being  thus  rendered  bum 
healchj,  and  being  induced  to  take  a  greater  qaan- 
tity  of  liquid,  gave  more  milk.  And  1  saw  lumps 
of  Ibis  salt,  to  which  the  cows  had  access,  in  tba 
place  where  they  were  kept.  He  abo  said,  thai  a 
amall  quantity  pounded  was  foond  very  ben«Gcitl 
to  the  horses  when  new  oats  were  giveo  them,  if 
theoalBwereatallmoirt.  •  •  •  HegaTetlum 
great  lumpa,  that  they  (the  cattle)  might  Uck  when 
thej  chose.  •  •  •  One  of  the  most  important 
uses  of  salt,  as  connected  with  agrieultate,  ia,  tb^ 
it  preserves  seed,  wbea  sown,  from  the  attacks  of  | 
the  grub."  •  ■  ■  In  a  communication  to  me 
fhyn  Sweden,  by  Baron  SoholtK,  he  says,  tbe  Mlt 
destroys  the  dlfTereut  aort  of  worms  foDod  in  the 
bodies  of  sheep,  but  in  particular  the  liver  worm. 

3.  Artlatr  Toung't  Tiilaumf. — Did  yon  ever 
try  salt  in  the  feeding  of  yoor  cattle  f 

Yea  J  but  chieSy  wltb  sheep;  and  J  found  tli« 
sbeep  astonishingly  fond  of  it. 

Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  beneficial  m  pit- 
venting  tbe  rot  in  sheepT  , 

I  found  it  ao  in  the  years  when  my  ndghboir 
sheep  were  generally  affected  with  tbe  rot;  my 
sbeep  escaped,  and  my  land  waa  quite  as  wet  u 
my  neighbors'. 

Do  vou  tbbk,  conmdering  the  adronUges  ui 
health,' fattening,  and  the  power  of  using  inferior 
food  in  tbe  feeding  of  catUe  and  stock  in  general, 
that  the  free  use  of  salt  would  be  an  adrintag* 
equivalent  to  seven  shillings  a  head  to  the  fanner. 

I  should  think  it  would  be  worth  a  great  dui 

are.    I  think  it  la  iDraloable.    In  short,  let  ay 

lawer  be  what  it  would,  it  would  be  under  the  mart 

Dr.  Yonng  then  gave  his  opinion  that  the 
stock  in  England  wonld  be  increased  \''J'°" 
above  tiree  millions  sterling,  BeuHj  fi"*™ 
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nullions  of  dollars  bj  the  A«e  ose  of  salt.    He 
eatiinated  the  stock  iii  Engluid  to  be — 

Hones,        .        .        .      1,(100,000  hud. 

Cattle,         .        .        .      4,900,000  do. 

Sbeep,        .       .       .    10,000,000  do. 


ef  lie  catUt  ^iMt  Him.  Mr,  <Vrwii, 

Thu  depoDent  began  to  give  anil  to  (bs  catUe 
rader  bii  care  tbe  19tb  NoTember,  IBl'I,  and  from 
that  time  tili  dow  tbe  cattle  bare  had  lalL,  ai 
foQairi :  10  milch  cowb  and  breeding  heifera,  eadi 
4  ooncea  per  daj ;  SO  oi«d,  4  ounceB  each  per 
day ;  £7  joong  Cattle,  each  3  ooaces  per  day  ;  28 
ciliai,  1  oDnce  each  per  d»j ;  48  horaei,  each  4 
mmsea  per  daj  ;  444  abeep,  2  ounces  each  per  week. 
The  adianlage  of  salt  for  sheep  appeari  to  this 
deponent  to  b«  great ;  u  he  n;8  none  of  the  Btoclc 
hare  died  in  ^e  Eicknea  since  they  commeDced 
giring  nit  j  and  thej  hare  liad  none  in  the  rot ; 
in  other  Tean  they  lost  lome  of  tbe  evea  and 
■elheia  in  the  lickaeBS.  Aod  tbia  deponent  nja 
that  he  baa  now  kept  tbe  cattle  at  SchooM  fkrm  ten 
joia,  and  thej  were  neTer  to  long  without  tickneM. 

4  2X«  affUant  of  l/urly^KO  /armtri. 
We,  lh«  nodenigaed,  boing'  larnien,  and  tbe 
Dwien  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Workington, 
do  hereby  certify,  that  we  are  acquainted  with  and 
vitwaae  to  tbe  fact  of  Mr.  Curweo  giTiag  talt  to 
hia  cattle  and  hones,  with  their  food,  at  tbeBchoooe 
fann,  and  at  Woridngton  ;  and  that  we  are  deairoot 
ot  nant;  the  lame  far  our  lire  stock  if  we  could 
Dbtain  it  withoat  difficult;,  and  at  a  cheap  rate. 


to  csule,   i   have  nnder-««dmated  the    qouuitj, 
beoaae,  if  Mlt  coold  be  had   '  ' 

Idgi- 

.)««  . 
I  bdiere  if  aah  were  in  general 
for  cattle  it  would  amount  to  340,000  tona—4boat 
U.OOO.OOO  bnahels—  ■  >  ■<  The  bnportatice  of 
the  bM  naa  of  salt  to  agriculture  can  scarcely  be 
Mimaled  too  highly.  Salt  contributes  not  only  to 
iht  health  of  cattle  and  sheep,  but  accelerates  and 
proaotea  the  quantity  of  milk  given  bj  milch  cows. 
[hiuiaiher  place  Ur.  C.  says  that  the  use  of  salt 
inrenis  the  ill  taste  which  the  feeding  on  certain 
■Mda  and  Tegetablee  imparts  to  the  mtUi.]  It  pre- 
leata  the  rot  in  sheep,  and  the  efl^t  of  hofing, 
.L — L._i „.,  .^  [„niipe  or  olorer.    •     "    ■ 


vhen  stock  ai 

Ssh  renders* „ .^ 

ud,  If  applied  in  dllfiet 
mdns  fcrmentatioD  and  heat  in  tbe  stack.  Chaff 
•ftd  nraw  would  be  rendered  ST^Isble  to  a  much 
fnUer  extent  than  at  present  by  the  application 
otnlt.  It  would  be  a  most  xaiuable  Ingredient  in 
tht  preparation  of  warm  food  for  stall-fed  cattle  in 
iIk  improTed  sjstem  of  soiling ;  and,  from  my  ex- 
Ixrience  of  its  salutary  effects,  1  should  consider  tbe 
^  use  of  it,  as  a  condiment,  the  greatest  boon  the 
GoTetnmeDt  could  bestow  on  Che  husbandman.  * 
*  *  *  *  I  consider  tbe  adTsotage  &om  salt,  in 
itt&ag  my  stock,  on  a  firm  of  eight  nun  dred  acres, 
'orth  tboat  ooe  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  would 
"cMd  three  hundred  poaods  per  annum  I  (that  is, 
tdd  a  tlurd  to  tbe  t"""*^  valoe  of  the  lartn.S 


1,(WI),<)W  vm 

1,100,000  laaag  b 
1,100,000  dian^t 
100,1X10  BDlCi  ud 
1,11X1,000  botMS... 


N.  B.  14  pounds  1  stone,  4  stones  I  bushel,  4 
bushels  1  owt, 

^TThe  English  bushel  of  salt  is  Se  lbs. 

6.  LorJ  Kenyen'i  euiiieita  befort  lit  eontmitttt. — 

By  the  icfonnation  which  I  hare  beeo  able  to  col- 
lect, I  am  induced  to  consider  salt,  when  sparingly 
applied,  as  an  admirable  manure,  especially  for 
fallows  and  arable  land  ;  and,  when  mixed  up  with 
soil  out  of  gutters,  or  refuse  dirt  or  ashes,  to  be 
Tery  valuable  also  on  grass  lands.  Uj  own  experi- 
ence coDTinces  me  that  it  is  toit  powerfhl  in  de> 
straying  Tegetation  if  laid  on  loo  thick,  having  puta 
large  quantity  of  refuse  salt  on  about  one-fourth  of 
an  acre  of  land,  which,  after  two  jeaia,  still  temaina 
quite  bare.  A  land  surveyor  of  high  character  in 
my  neighborhood,  considers  that  the  use  of  salt 
would  he  likely  to  be  very  valuable  in  destroying 
tbe  slug,  wire  worm,  snail,  Ac.,  which  often  destroy 
whole  crops.  He  also  remembers  that  salt  wss  osed 
largely  iu  the  neighborhood  of  the  Higher  and 
Lower  Wlches  in  Cbeshire.  before  the  duties  were 
raised  to  their  present  height.  With  respect  to  tta 
value  far  cattle,  hones,  and  sheep,  I  am  informed 
that  it  is  verr  highly  thought  of,  both  as  nutriment, 
and  as  osed  medicinally,  internally  and  externally. 
Its  value  also  iseitremelywell  known  for  rendering 
bad  and  ill-gotten  hay  more  nonrishing  and  mon 
palatable  to  cattle  than  even  good  hay. 

T.  Svidatce  of  Mr.  ilngilm. — In  reply  to  your 
queries,  u  an  agriculturist,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  salt,  if  freed  trom  duty,  would  become 
one  of  the  most  useful  and  general  articles  of 
manare  that  ever  was  thought  of,  if  properly  com- 
posed, by  mixing  it  with  mud  of  any  kind — the 
cleanings  of  ditches  and  ponds,  tiie  surface  of  coarse 
ground  thrown  into  heaps  to  rot,  blubber,  Ac  I  am 
also  penoaded,  that  if  it  could  be  aObrded  to  be 
sprinkled  on  the  layers  of  hay,  when  making  into 
the  rick,  in  catching  weather,  it  would  prevent  its 
beating  and  getting  mouldy.  I  had  once  some 
small  cattle  tied  up  to  fatten,  which  did  not  thrive, 
owiog,  as  the  bailiff  sud,  Co  the  badness  qf  the  bay, 
of  which  Uiey  wasted  more  than  they  ate  ;  bat,  by 
sprinkliog  it  with  water  in  whiuh  some  salt  had  been 
dissolved,  they  returned  to  eat  it  greedily.  I  am 
free  to  say,  a  proper  quantity  of  salt  would  prevent 
cattle  from  bemg  hoven  by  an  excess  of  green  food. 

8.  Mr.  Thoina*  Bounui't  txaninaUen. — Tbe  com- 
mittee understand  you  are  i  merebtnt,  residing  at 
Uverpool  J 

lam. 

Can  you  speak  as  to  the  probable  effect  of  the 
repeal  of  the  nit  duties  on  your  trade  f 

It  would  be  *  good  thing,  in  my  opdnion,  lar  the 
country  at  large,  and  also  the  mano&Ctures. 
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Hare  70a  vaj  knowledge  of  Ita  being  OMd  in  ftxiil 
for  aniiniila  ? 

Yea,  to  horses  In  parllcultr. 

Hu  it  k  good  effect  f 

Tea. 

Then  do  younot  luppose,  If  thdmtricttoDi  vera 
taken  oil;  it  would  come  into  more  general  uae 
among  the  famere,  for  stock  of  all  klntk  f 

It  would  in  that  instance;  vc  nsed  to  hare 
flTe  horaes  In  our  rock  ulC  tuiiie,  and  those  horses 
always  appeaNd  in  good  condition,  tboagh  very 
much  worked. 


Tei; 

Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  they  were  in 
the  pracdce  at  that  time  of  recelTiag  salt  with  their 
foodf 

Tea ;  to  my  knowledge  they  were. 

In  what  quantity  T 

About  a  handfid  to  a  quartern  of  oats. 


9.  EnJmet  of  Mr.  W.  Harnt. — There  are  Tery 
few  &nners  who  are  not  aware  of  the  Importance 
of  salt  in  preaerring  liay,  and  restoring  it  whep 
damaged;  nuny  of  those  whom  I  hare  cooTersed 
with  OD  the  subject,  have  used  it  for  these  puipoaes, 
and  it  would  genersllj  be  resorted  to,  to  the  extent 
often  or  fifleea  pouudi  to  the  ton  of  hay,  IF  the 
duties  ou  talt  were  repealed.  Lord  Somerrille  baa 
flimished  most  Satlsfaclory  ioformatiou  on  this  sub- 

iect ;  aod  I  know,  from  respectable  authority,  that 
t  is  a  common  practice  in  the  Unilod  Btates  of 
America  to  sprinkle  salt  upon  haj  when  formiDg  it 
Into  ricka.  We  also  leani  from  Lord  SomerriUe, 
that  Hr.  Darlu,  of  Breedon,  ana  of  the  moat  oele- 
brated  graiiera  in  the  kingdom,  mixed  salt  with  lii« 
flooded  mouldy  hay,  and  tliat  his  Hereford  oien 
did  better  on  it  than  othera  00  the  best  hay  he 
had;  and  hewas  convincedlhe  hay  had  ail  Its  good 
ellects  from  the  Kit.  ■  •  •  ■  ■  I  have 
learnt  from  Hr.  Sutton,  of  Eaton,  in  Cheshire, 
that  he  would  giie  thirty  tons  (ISO  bushels,  of  60 
pounds  each)  of  salt  a  year  to  his  cattle,  being 
fifty  cows,  if  the  duty  were  repealed.  •  •  •  ■ 
In  many  parts  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
salt  Is  generally  given  to  cattle.  •  •  ■  •  • 
The  excellent  coodiUon  of  the  horses  in  the  rock- 
ets of  Cheshire,  may  be  adduced  in  fa*or  of  its 
benefit  in  fattening  cattle  anil  keeping  them  in 
health.  Many  counted  that  they  can  attribute 
the  k»reTin  of  thdr  horsea  to  the  good  effects  of 
■alt.  Hr.  Hadfield,  of  UTerpool,  furnishes  an  in- 
stance in  his  borae,  thirty  years  old ;  he  constantly 
Ere  it  rock  salt  to  licl^  placing  it  in  bis  manger. 
,  Toung  has  furnished  us,  in  the  annals  of  agri- 
culture, with  a  most  interesting  and  siLUsfactory 
statement  (obtained  from  the  Hemoira  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Fans)  on  the  effect  of  salt 
in  fattening  cattle.  From  this  report  it  appears, 
that  to  the  unlimited  use  of  salt  was  to  bo  ascribed 
the  ciroumstance  of  four  timet  the  nomber  of  sbeep 
baring  been  reared  onaateiile  common,  Iban  would 
Otherwise  luve  subsisted  on  it  \  and  that  the  wool 
of  these  flocks  is  not  only  the  finest  in  the  whole 
coontry,  but  bears  the  highest  price  of  any  in 
France.  The  fineacss  of  the  wool  of  the  Spanish 
sheep  is  also  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
free  use  of  salt.  It  is  not,  therefore,  I  presume,  an 
extrawdinary  position  to  say,  that,  by  a  proper  use 


of  commoa  salt,  the  same  quantity  of  foisge  might, 
OD  many  occasions,  be  mide  to  go  twice  as  far  as  it 
could  have  done,  in  feeding  animals,  had  the  salt 
been  withheld  from  them  I 


Answer.  A  bacon  a: 
idd  stiei     ~ 
is  the  tu 
and  how  fv  has  it  been  affected  by  the  salt  duties  f 

Answer.  About  fifty  years  ago  my  fkther  e*tal>- 
lished  a  manufactory  in  Tine  street,  and  expended 
£10,IX)0  in  adapting  the  premises  for  the  curing  of 
bacon  and  the  salting  of  pork.  Our  annual  returns 
were  about  £90,000  :  it  Is  now  diminished  to  leas 
than  £1,000  annually,  in  consequence,  a*  I  appre- 
hend, of  the  Terj  high  duties  on  salt,  as  our  tnde 
has  dimiDlshed  progresslrely  as  those  duties  have 


I  providon  merchant,  retid- 


Do  you  not  consider  that  the  breed  of  hogs  haa 
also  diminished,  in  consequence  of  this  increase  of 
duty  on  lalt  f 

Aoswer.  Tery  materially;  aud,aaaftaTtherproof 
of  what  I  state,  we  had  a  rerj  eitendre  trade  of 
£200,000  a  year  in  hogs;  now  not  £10,000. 

What  eflbct,  in  your  opinion,  would  a  great 
reduction  of  the  salt  duties  produce  in  your  bumnesa  T 

Answer.  I  conceive  it  would  restore  our  tnde : 
we  should  then  be  able  to  supply  the  WeM  India 
markets,  and  other  colonies,  with  salted  pork, 
cheaper  and  better  tlian  any  other  country. 

Wlut  istbe  quantity  of  s^t  used  upon  100  weight 
of  pork,  to  make  bacon  T 

Answer.  In  a  manufactory  of  bacon,  about  11 
pounds ;  to  cure  a  small  quantity,  about  IT  w  IB. 


11.  TWluHony  nf  Bir  Thomat  Btrnard.— 
tared  to  suggest  that  a  tax  on  salt  waa  fane 

tally  wrong  in  principle,  beCMlae  it  presses  m 

the  clan  least  able  to  bear  the  weight — because  of 
its  immoral  tendency — and  because  it  deprires  the 
nation  of  twnefits,  beyound  measure  greater  than 
the  whole  produce  of  the  imposL  The  salt  duties 
are  ^out  a  million  and  a  half  sterilnf  per  annum, 
(about  seven  millions  of  dollars.)  The  poor  use 
moat  salt  in  proportion  to  their  wealth ;  a  cottager 
in  Che  counti7  ten  to  one  in  proportion  to  a  noble- 
man in  town.  But  the  benefits  of  which  the  uatioa 
is  deprived  by  the  salt  duties,  are  not  easily  appre- 
ciated, or  even  numbered.  In  agiicultare  and 
rural  economy  alone,  the  loss  in  Ceding  catU^ 
■heep,  aod  hogs — in  restoring  damaged  prareoder 
— in  manure,  and  in  the  effect  on  wages,  may, 
without  eitravannce,  be  supposed  to  exceed  the 
whole  value  of  the  tax.  Equal,  perhaps,  would  be 
the  gain  to  our  manufaeturera  of  woollen,  linen, 
glaw,  earthenware,  soap,  Ac,  Ac,  kc,  by  the  nnre- 
Btraiaed  use  of  muriate  and  carbonate  of  soda  and 
muriatic  acid,  of  which  our  salt  mines  aod  ocean 
atTord  supplies  absolutely  inexhaustible. 

Ur.  B.  having  read,  or  atatod,  these  extracts, 
to  show  the  use  of  salt  ia  agrioaltare,  said  tliere 
were  many  other  witnesses  eiamiaed,  to  prove 
that  alum  salt,  which  the  English  nsualJ;  called 
bay  salt,  becaose  it  was  tnado  by  solar  erapo* 
ration,  oat'  of  sea  water  m  the  bay  of  Biscay, 
and  other  bays,  waa  iodispeosable  to  the  onriiig 
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tion,  other  &rUc]e«  oonnected  with  agricoltare, 
»9  cbeese,  batter,  baoon,  pickled  bee^  and  pick- 
led pork ;  and  that  the  English  Goveratneat 
permitt^  (dam  ftolt,  under  the  name  of  baj  salt, 
to  be  imported  both  into  England  and  Ireland 
datf  free,  for  these  pnrpOBes,  even  when  the 
dtane^io  mamifactnre  of  common  salt  in  Eng- 
Und  far  exceeded  the  home  demand,  and  far- 
nifibed  millions  of  bnshels  for  exportation.  He 
ilso  stated  that  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  had  examined  the  first  physicians  of 
Great  Britain,  to  prove  the  effect  of  a  deficien- 
cy of  salt  in  the  provisions  of  the  poor  on  their 
health,  and  that  these  phjsicianE  uniformly  tes- 
tified that  maaj  diseases  of  the  poor,  and  espe- 
cially in  children,  were  the  effect  of  nsing  vege- 
tables not  saffidentlj  salted,  and  fish  and  meat 
not  snfficientif  eared.  He  also  stated  that  the 
eonmiittee  had  extended  their  examination  to 
the  use  of  salt  in  various  mannfactories,  and 
lud  established,  by  proof,  that  a  variety  of  nse- 
ful  mano&ctures  required  the  abolition  of  the 
nit  dntj.  On  this  point  he  read  eitraota  from 
tbe  examination  of  Samuel  Farkes,  Esq.,  an  em- 
inent chenust  of  London,  as  follows : 


IS.  SxamoKUia*  0/  Samuel  Farka.—'Vba.l  is 
TMr  profeadoa  F 

1  un  proprietor  of  tbe  chemEcal  voiks  in  Ooswell 
•treet,  London,  and  of  other  chemiMl  works  in 
MaiJea  Une,  Islington. 

Cm  you  acquaint  tbe  committee  what  are  the 
iMim&etutea  most  afbcted  by  the  salt  lawsT 

Tbe  nuniifwtares  of  minersl  alkali,  crystalliied 
KfU,  muriatic  acid,  hard  soap,  diatlegulsbed  from 
•>ft  siwp,  Glauber  salt,  Epsom  salt,  magnesia,  and 
n]  immoDiac,  are  all  materially  affected  by  the  duty 
DBMll;  but  as  common  salt,  or  one  or  other  of  the 
ninpoDent  parts  of  common  salt,  is  made  use  of  in 
tlM  eompcsition  of  a  great  ruiety  of  articles  that 
■re  emplojed  in  onr  manufactures,  it  Is  difficult  to 
uuwer  tbaC  question  with  precision.  *  *  Re- 
iptcling  soap,  I  hsTe  only  to  obserre,  that  common 
■li  ii  ibsoluiel;  necessary  for  the  muiubcture  of 
Wd  IMP ;  for  however  plentifully  poMsh  msy  be 
ptodscvd.  large  quantities  of  common  salt  must  be 
•nplojed  with  it,  or  tbe  soap  will  be  only  tempo- 
nnly  bard;  it  will  bave  no  lastiog  connstence. 
'  •  Bait  is  employed  largely  in  the  pfeparation 
wd  iBtnTjsctnre  ofagreat  number  of  other  articles 
Iku  might  be  enamented ;  and  in  a  short  time  I 
b»e  BO  doubt  they  would  all  be  benefited  by  the 
nduetion  of  the  duty  on  salt. 
How  does  the  price  of  salt  affect  tbe  soap  boilersf 
A>  it  sflects  all  other  trades  in  which  salt  is  em- 
plored. 
Stala  the  way  in  which  it  affiicts  them. 
Tlw  cheaper  it  ii,  the  cheaper  they  will  have  it  if 
liey  buy  iu 

Do  yoQ  know  any  other  (manufaetoring)  porposes 
torttUT 

fn:  it  Is  used  In  very  large  qnanlities  by  djen, 
■ben  it  can  be  had  cheap;  and  is  a  great  variety 
•fMbrrwajB. 

^Ui  respect  to  tbe  salting  of  hides,  I  learn  from 
Cwhu  ioqairy,  that  the  butcher  usually  applies  five 
fMmdi  of  salt  to  every  ox  or  cow  hide  which  he 


has  occasion  lo  lay  by,  or  to  send  to  the  tanner  at 
a  distance. 

CrystsUiied  sods  (made  of  salt]  la  much  osed  In 
washing.  Four  hundred  tons  are  annually  made  at 
the  Long  Beaton  works  only. 

You  have  stated  that,  during  tbe  last  six  or  seven 
years,  It  has  increesed  from  one  to  four  hundred 

Yes. 

This  at  the  I«ng  Benton  works  onlyT 


When  Mr.  B,  had  figiahed  reading  these  es- 
tracta,  eaA  expressed  his  regret  that,  oat  of 
seventy  witnesses,  and  fonr  hundred  folio  pages 
of  testimony,  he  conld  read  no  more  without 
encroaching  too  much  on  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  said  he  woald  introduce  the  testimony  of 
some  American  witneaaes  to  the  same  points. 
Be  had  seen  the  statements  of  the  English  wit^ 
aesses  Ust  winter ;  and,  being  desirous  to  bear 
what  Americans  would  say  on  the  same  enb- 
Ject,  be  had,  in  the  oonree  of  the  last  sam- 
mer,  addressed  certain  qtieries  to  some  friends  . 
and  aoqn^ntuices  in  uie  western  States,  and 
bod  received  from  many  of  them  oommunica' 
tions  of  so  mnoh  interest  extA  value,  that  he 
should  lay  them  before  tbe  Senate ;  and,  first;, 
woald  euibit  the  queries  for  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  answers.  Tbe  names  of  his 
correspondents,  be  said,  would  he  known  to  the 
membere  of  the  Senate  from  the  States  in 
which  they  reside ;  some  will  be  known  to  the 
Senators  from  many  States ;  and  some  to  the 
whole  body  of  the  Senate. 

QutritM  on  tht  dolt  oftlu  tali  Irada  in  tlu  Wettern 
BtaUM. 

I.  Whether  tbe  trade  in  salt  Is  monopolised  T  and, 
If  so,  at  what  works!  and  over  how  many  States  do 
the  sales  of  theee  monopolists  extend? 

S.  Tbe  practices  of  the  monopolists,  if  any,  lo 
enhance  tbe  price  of  salt,  and  to  prevent  competi- 
tion T 

5.  The  prices  of  domestic  and  foreign  salt  in  your 
neighborbood,  and  Uie  freight  of  foreign  salt  fh)m 
New  Orleans  t 

4.  Whether  the  monopolists  have  established  de- 
pots of  salt  in  different  Btttes,  and  appmnced  agents 
to  sell  their  salt,  and  restricted  the  wies  of  each  de- 
pot to  its  district  r  How  far  are  the  depots  apart  in 
your  State  f 

D.  Whether  the  salt  manufacturers  have  entered 
into  agreements  with  the  monopoliiers  to  restrict 
the  quantity  of  salt  made  at  tbe  worksF  to  confine 
tbe  sales  to  the  monopolists  F  and  to  stop  wo^ng 
wells  and  furnaces  for  pay  T  The  meaning  of  the 
phrase  "dead  wells,"  and  the  rent  of  such  wellsf 

6.  Whether  salt  is  sold  in  your  neighborhood  by 
weight  or  measure  f  If  by  wcirbt,  bow  many  pounds 
are  allowed  to  the  bushelT  and  how  much  aweighed 
bushel  measures! 

7.  In  selliog  by  the  iMrrel,  Is  due  allowance  made 
for  tbe  weight  of  the  barrel,  and  for  the  loss  of  salt 
in  dryingF  If  not,  what  is  the  diflereaee  between 
the  real  and  nominal  quantity  in  the  barrel  F 

8.  Whether  the  monopolw*  eell  for  money,  or 
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couotrj  produced   for  read^  psj,  or  apoQ  oreditf 
•Dd  whetber  the  price  ii  higher  or  lover  dace  the 

mooopol;? 

9.  Oo  the  moDopoIUtg  rise  uid  f&U  in  their  prices 
■ccordiLg  to  the  preseace  or  absencs  of  competl- 
UodT  uid  what  salt  competea  with  themT 

10.  Do  thej  realiie  great  gaiosf 

11.  Whether  the  domeatic  salt  >«  fit  for  pickltng 
beef  and  park,  for  During  bacon,  and  preBerving 
butter  for  exportation,  or  consumption  in  the  Booth, 
or  looKkeepingT 

IS.  Whether  beef  aod  poHi,  put  !□  common  nit, 
will  be  received  for  the  use  of  the  army  or  na^jf 

13.  The  necesBitj  and  expense  of  repackine  beef 
•nd  pork  in  alum  salt,  in  New  Orleana,  whidi  has 
been  put  up  in  domestic  sail  f 

14.  The  necessit;  aod  adTanta^je  of  giving  salt 
to  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogsF  Whether  salt 
is  not  indispensable  to  stock  in  the  Western  States  T 
Whether  tiiere  is  DOt  a  great  diSerence  between 
inland  and  maritime  States  in  this  rcspeclt  The 
reason  of  that  difference'  How  much  salt  per  head, 
ftnd  how  ofleQ  per  week  or  month  ought  it  to  be 
^Ten  to  each  kind  of  etockF  and  whether  the  Ikrm- 
era  in  your  section  of  the  oountrj  are  prevented, 
bj  the  high  price  and  scarcity  of  salt,  from  giving 
■a  much  to  their  stock  as  thej  needf 

15.  The  use  and  advantage  of  aalt  In  preserving 
bar,  fodder,  and  cloverF  £i  reatoring  them,  afler 
being  damaged  by  w«tt 

SfZoHM,  JtJy,  1B30. 

ConuramieaticB/tomQ.  T.  C.  McClannahui,  Esq.,  of 

Jaekton  eotmty,  North  Alabama,  October,  1 830. 

Your  first  query :  The  tnide  of  salt  is  entirely  mo- 
DOpoliied  here  by  James  White,  of  the  Holston  salt 
worka,  in  Tirginia.  I  cannot  exactly  tell  to  what 
States  these  works  furnigb  salt,  but  it  Is  to  be  sup- 
posed to  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  eastern  part 
of  Tenaeasee,  a  part  of  North  Carolina,  the  northern 
part  of  Georgia,  Soiib  Alabama,  aad  some  in  South 
Alabama,  Ac. ,  Ac. 

Query  2d.— Colonel  J.  White  has  a  depot  at  this 
place,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Tennessee  River,  down 
which  stream  he  boats  his  salt.  And  if  any  pertoo 
else  brings  sslt  here  to  sell,  they  immediately  undei 
sell  that  person  and  ruin  him.  The  people  some 
times  get  their  salt  from  Kashvilte,  when  they  hav 
a  convenience  of  dcnng  so,  and  it  comes  much  cheap- 
er, after  paying  land  carriage  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty miles,  than  white's  salt;  but  no  person  dares  to 
compete  with  him  here ;  because  he  can,  at  his  will, 
imdersell  any  person  who  pays  a  land  carriage  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  miles;  and  therefore  in- 
stantly break  them  up.  One  thing  ii  yet  to  be  told, 
which  will  convince  any  man  of  the  sin  and  oppres- 
sion of  this  monopoli ring  system.  This  same  James 
White  will  carry  his  sslt  by  us  down  to  Ditto's  Land- 
ing, ten  miles  below  Himtsville,  haul  it  out  U>  Win- 
chester, Tenoewee,  which  is  Gfly-five  miles  of  lend 
carriage,  aad  sell  it  there  so  much  lower  than  he 
will  here  on  the  river  take  it  out  of  his  boats,  that 
some  of  the  planters,  who  are  able  to  take  their 
wagons  sod  cross  a  very  bad  mountalD,  (irart  of  the 
Cumberland.)  haul  their  salt  Over  from  Winchester, 
which  is  forty-five  miles  from  this  place.  Is  thia 
not  oppressive  to  the  poorf  Would  not  this  gov- 
emmental  monopollat  wring  from  the  distressed  or- 
[dian,  widow,  and  war-worn  soldier,  all  thrir  earthly 
anstenuice?    And  yet  the  Congress  of  the  United 
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Slates — this  boaated  land  of  liberty  and  equal  lio^ 
ootmtenaaeea  sncb  oppresdve  act*.  Why  does  Ur. 
White  not  sell  as  low  here  on  the  river  as  at  Win- 
chester, after  carrying  his  salt  one  hundred  and 
'  inty  miles,  fifty-five  b;  land,  and  that,  too,  the 
J  same  sallf  The  answer  is  obvious.  At  Win- 
chester there  is  some  competition  ;  it  is  not  >o  far 
from  Nashville,  where  foreign  salt  may  be  obtained. 
And  this  is  why  he  Bells  it  lower  there  than  at  this 

We  are  hers  fenced  in  with  almost  impassable 
moontains,  at  a  great  distance  from  any  commerdal 
depot,  and  without  the  means  of  sbonning  the  ex- 
orbitant eiaclious  of  these  vampires,  who  take  tbe 
bread  from  tbe  mouths  of  our  children  with  the  cal- 
culating coldness  of  an  Arab;  and  these  acts  are 
legalized  by  a  Congreei  of  freemen.  We  are  glad 
to  bear  the  stem  voice  of  indignation  at  this  oa- 
presdon,  uttered  by  some  of  ttie  patriotic  repubn- 
cans  of  that  body;  and  we  should  glory  in  being 
among  the  most  peraecuted  victims,  if  by  that  means 
this  most  pemiciouB  system  of  monopoly  could  be 
overturned. 

Query  3d. — We  havenoforeiansalt  here  for  sale; 
'0  years  ago  some  gentlemen  brought  a  few  bush- 
els from  Nashville,  and  sold  it  for  one  dollar  and 
eighty.ieven  and  a  half  oents  per  fiity  pounds,  nn. 
derselling  the  salt  gentlemen  here  at  that  time. 
The  domestic  salt  baa  got  lower  than  it  was  four 
year«  ago.  Theu  it  was  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
now  one  dollar  and  eighty-soren  cents  to  two  dol- 
lars. 

The  fright  from  New  Orleaue  to  Nashville  is  one 
cent  per  pound,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  merefaant  of 
this  place,  and  from  Nashville  to  this  place  one  and 
a  quarter  cents  per  pound. 

1th.  There  is  a  depot  here,  and  another  at  Ditto's 
Landing,  as  I  am  told,  for  selling  salt.  These  places 
are  about  fifty-five  miles  apart  by  land.  The  re- 
maining part  of  the  question  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  abouL 

Sth,  Colonel  White,  as  I  have  been  informed  by 
good  authority,  leased  the  Preston  salt  works,  in 
what  is  called  New  Virginia,  for  nine  or  twelve 
thousand  dollatB  annually ;  but  I  am  ftirther  in- 
formed that  the  lease  is  out,  and  the  works  are  to 
go  into  active  operation  to  compete  with  White,  he 
having  let  them  lie  idle  heretofore  ;  these  are  "dead 
wells,  but  the  number  of  dead  wells  he  haa  I  am 
imable  to  inform  you. 

eth.  Salt  is  sold  here  by  wught,  fifty  pounds  to 
the  bushel ;  and  fifty  pounds  (tbe  bushel)  of  the 
salt  which  I  tried,  (without  pressing,)  measured 
1|188VjVA'ij'ii  "Olid  inches,  making  4  gallons  1^% 
quarts,  dry  measure,  which  is  but  very  little  over 
half  a  measured  busheL  Therefore,  when  nil  i* 
two  dollsrs  the  fifty  pounds,  we  have  to  pay  at  the 
rata  of  three  dollars  and  aixty-aii  and  a  half  cents 
the  measured  bushel.  This  is  oppression  in  a  fires 
country — this  is  the  fruit  of  the  tariff. 

Tth,  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  the  weight  of  the 
barrel,  and  the  net  weight  of  salt,  is  sometimes,  and 
most  commonly,  placed  on  the  barrel;  but  the 
weight  of  the  barrel  is  marked  much  leas  than  its 
real  weight. 

They  make  no  deduction  for  the  drying  of  the 
salt.  One  barrel  I  particularly  weighed  out,  and  it 
lost  twenty  pounds;  and  I  am  credibly  infoimed 
that  some  hare  lost  as  much  as  filly, 

Sth.  Tbe  monopolists  here  sell  for  money,  or  cot- 
ton at  the  etth  price,  which  is  the  same  thing  u 
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mootj.  Thej  do  not  credit  thefr  salt.  Tbere  *re 
■Iwtjir  two  pricet  for  cotton  bere — a  cub  aod  din- 
coaal  price.  IfcrcbanU,  In  takiog  ia  cotlon  Tor 
their  •Monnti,  give  more  for  it  than  tbej  will  in 
mooej;  mid  this  it  cftlled  tb«  discount  price.  Tbe 
tilt  gGDllemea  sell  their  salt  Tor  cotton,  at  tbe  cuh 
price.  The  remuning  part  of  tha  querj  I  knoir 
aotlung  about. 

Vth.  The  monopoliatx  have  fillen  here,  tince  thv; 
End  that  people  would  go  to  KasbTiUe  for  their  Bait, 
if  tbef  did  not.  But  thejr  know  at  what  price  to 
keep  it  up;  their  know  the  planters  cannot  take  the 
trouble  to  go  one  hundred  and  thirty  mllel  toNub- 
TiUe,  to  get  a  tittle  salt;  and  tbe j  know  that  no 
peraoD  dues  to  compete  with  them;  as  tbej  could 
iostantly  reduce  the  price  of  their  salt,  and  thereby 
miD  their  competitor. 

10th.  Tbe;  certalnlj  must  realize  great  gains,  or 
thej  would  not  ^tc  nioo  or  twelre  thousand  dollars 
annuallj  for  one  manu&cCor;,  to  let  it  lie  idle, 
Wbj  does  not  Congress  lease  all  the  salt  works  in 
the  United  Sui«s,  and  let  tbem  lie  idle,  and  then 
knock  tbe  dutf  off  of  salt,  If  they  wi^b  (o  encourage 
Ihe  maBufacture  of  lalt,  by  Blling  the  pockets  of  the 
■unnbctarerHT  It  would  be  much  better  for  the 
people.  They  would  be  great  gainers  by  purchas- 
ing the  salt  works,  and  demoBsblng  then),  or  let^og 
tbem  oat  at  a  small  rate,  and  then  striking  tbe  duty 
from  salt. 

The  remaining  queries,  I  am  In  bopea,  will  find 
ihler  persons  t«  answer  them  than  I. 


*  a  mttling  of  tha  etfutni  of 
l/mUtOK  eounty,  Alabama,  6lh  of  Xovttnbtr,  1830, 
lit  nijtet  pn^oud  by  Dr.  WiUtam  U.  OloMttoek, 
and  aulAaUicaied  by  thi  liffnaturti  of  Thomat 
MiiUr,  Pnridmt,  and  CkarlaA.  Jotui,  Stcrttary. 
Answer  to  IsL  Tbe  salt  coosnmed  here  is  almost 
eicinsirely  obtained  from  Col.  James  White's  mao- 
uhctory,  of  Virginia,  and  sold  by  his  agents  io  East 
TitnncssfiT.  a  part  of  North  Alabama,  and  West  Ten- 
Id.  We  can  g^Tc  no  definite  answer, 
td.  The  price  of  domestic  salt  is  one  dollar  and 
tweaty-fire  oents  per  bushel,  by  the  barrel,  or  one 
dsOarand  ssrenty-flTe  cents  by  the  single  bushel. 
Fsrdgn  mU  sella  at  about  the  same.     The  freight 
of  Mtt,  from  New  Orleans  to  HnntsTille,  is  about  one 
e«ot  and  thrce-fburtlu  per  pound. 

1th.  Colonel  White  has  nit  depouted  in  diSerent 
puta  of  this  State,  and  others,  at  Tarious  distances 
fron  each  other,  aay  ten  to  fifteen  milea 

Ub.  Preston's  works  were  fbc  some  time  discon- 
tinued for — say  ten  Ihoosand  dollars  per  annum. 

Eth.  UniTeraaily  sold  by  weight,  allowing  Sfty 
posnds  to  the  bushel;  the  measured  bushel  will 
weigh  from  seventy  to  eighty  pounds. 

7lh.  When  tbe  salt  is  weighed  oat  of  the  barrel, 
it  seldom  holds  out,  and  frequently  loses  fnsja  Gve 
In  twenty  pounda.  We  may  add,  that,  however 
hoaestly  it  may  have  been  pat  up  at  the  works,  it 
■■generally  brought  down  in  open  boats, subject  to 
the  winter  rains,  which  damage  it  more  or  less ; 
ud  we  know  of  but  one  of  his  agents  who  sells  it 
tny  other  way  than  by  the  marked  weight. 
8lh,  gait  is  sold  for  nothing  else  but  ready  money, 
nb.  Salt  it  sold,  high  or  low,  according  to  com- 
petJUoD.  The  Kenhawa  ground  alum  and  lirer- 
■e  brought  in  but  ipariogly,  which  is  the  only 


10th.  We  believe  that  White  reatiiesgreatgains. 
We  are  sust^ned  In  this  opinion,  fh>m  his  carrying 
it  by  land  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  fkrther,  where 
he  meeta  with  competilion,  and  selling  it  for  less 
tban  he  docs  here. 

lltb.  Wholly  unfit. 

lith.  It  will  not  be  received  for  either 

13th.  We  can  give  no  correct  answer. 

14th.  It  is  indispensable  for  stock  of  all  kinds. 
It  is  thought  they  require  more  in  the  Western 
Sutea  than  tnarittme  States,  owing,  probably,  to  tbe 
absence  of  l)ie  sea  breeie,  and  vapor  impregnated 
with  salt  coming  from  tbe  sea,  and  alighting  on  tbe 
vegetable  matter.  Stock  of  all  kinds  should  be 
salted  twice  a  week ;  but,  owing  to  the  high  prioe 
of  salt,  the  stock  are  pnfbably  not  salted  more  than 
once  In  two  weeks,  on  an  average.  From  tbe  be&t 
accounts,  three  thousand  barreh  of  salt  are  con< 
sumed  annually  in  Madison  county,  aTeraging  about 
six  buahels(offiftypound8)  to  tbe  barrel.  Thepop- 
ulation  being  about  twenty-seven  thousand,  gives  na 
an  average  of  thirty-three  pounds  and  one-mird  to 
each  person.  Were  those  heavy  duties  taken  off, 
the  consumption  would  be  much  greater. 

Ifith.  Saltig  thought  to  be  useful  In  preserving 
hay,  fodder,  and  clover;  each  will  keep  well  U 
sprinkled  over  with  it,  though  not  thoroughly  cured 
when  put  up.  Uoreover,  our  pork  is  often  spoiled 
trora  the  want  of  a  sufficiency  of  salt  to  pack  it  up 
in,  which  we  cannot  obtain  on  account  of  the  high 
prioe.  Thousands,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  pound! 
are  often  lost  from  that  circnmstanoe  alone.  Alum 
salt  would  be  an  Ijnmeiue  saving  to  North  Alabama, 
in  that  one  particular. 

RaialtKd,  thtrefort,  luummousfy.  That  the  delega- 
tion from  this  Bute,  as  well  as  those  of  our  sister 
States,  have  our  nnfeigned  thanks  for  their  exer- 
tions and  oo-opemtion  in  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, with  Ur.  Benton,  in  eodearonng  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  salt;  and  that  we  request  onr  delegation 
to  use  their  utmost  to  eOect  tbe  repeal  of  a  tax  so 
burdensome  to  ua,  and  of  no  ultimate  advantage  to 
any  State. 

OammMKieatian  fraa  Colctut  F.  W.  Bnrirm,  fbmur- 

lu  of  NoriX   Cdrolina,  ivng  of  Uttrfnttbanugh, 

TtnntMttt,  dattd  Dttmhtr  8,  18S0. 

Your  favor  of  July  last,  propounding  fifteen  que- 
ries on  tbe  state  of  tha  aalt  trade  in  the  Western 
States,  was  received  in  due  time.  To  the  thirteen 
first  of  theae  queries,  I  am  sure  that  the  commercial 
gentlemen  of  the  country  can  render  a  much  more 
correct  and  satiafactory  answer  than  1  can. 

To  tbe  fourteenth  I  will  observe,  that  salt  is  india- 
penaably  necessary  to  the  good  condition  of  horses, 
homed  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  in  tbe  Western  Slates. 
It  is  beneficial  in  tbe  maritime  States  likewise,  and 
the  more  so  as  you  recede  from  the  seaboard.  Tbe 
watery  constituent  parts  of  tbe  atmosphere  on  the 
seaboard  take  with  them  salt,  which  is  inhaled  by 
these  animals,  end  thereby  they  are  supplied  with 
that  salt  wbicb  is  necessary  for  the  bealtliful  con- 
ditioo  of  all  animals,  both  graoivorous  and  berbu- 
lent,  and  to  some  of  those  that  are  carnivorous. 
The  quantity  of  salt,  per  head,  to  each  kind  of  stock, 
win  depend  on  the  food  with  which  they  are  sup- 
plied. If  with  grain,  less  ;  if  with  herbs,  more  sail. 
I  am  sore,  if  the  price  of  salt  be  reduced,  the  farm- 
ers in  this  section  of  the  country  would  give  tbeir 
stock  *  better  supply,  and  Ibat  their  improvement 
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would  be  Sd  proportion  to  the  iDcraued  qauitity 
Kireii.  To  err,  b;  an  excess,  is  not  to  tw  appre- 
fionded. 

To  the  fifteenth  quel?  I  will  remkrk,  that  tlie  use 
of  sslt,  ia  the  preservBtioa  of  baj,  is  well  expended. 
And  if  new  mowed  htj,  or  cloTer,  or  other  giaases, 
be  packed,  a  la^er  of  haj,  and  a  Ufor  of  strkw, 
either  wheat,  oau,  or  r; e,  and  a  pMd  supply  of  (alt 
to  each  lajer  be  added,  ;on  make  the  best  of  food 
far  horses  and  cattle. 

I  approTe,  verj  highlj,  your  iDtentton  to  repeal, 
if  jou  can,  the  salt  tai,  totally  and  promptly.  In 
this,  and  all  eSbrU  of  your  useful  life,  I  wish  you 


ioittroat  Oengi 
I,  Tetuutttt,  di 


ner  eoiuily, 

I  received  ^our  "  queries  on  the  stale  of  the  Bait 
trade  in  the  Western  States,"  in  due  time ;  and  have 
delayed  answering  them,  only  that  I  might  obtain 
all  the  information  within  my  reach  necessary  to  a 
correct  reply.  The  queries  will  be  uuwered  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  proposed,  Nos.  1,  E,  &c.,  an- 
■weriag  to  the  correspondii^  numbeiB  in  the  que- 

1st.  The  salt  made  at  the  Kenhawa  works,  f^m 
whence  a  large  portion  of  the  supply  for  this  State, 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  is  obtained,  is 
monopollied. 

Sd.  The  monopolists  have  depots  and  agents  in 
the  different  States,  supplied  by  them,  who  are  re- 
quired to  account  quarterly  for  sales,  which  are 
made  for  cash,  and  at  prices  fixed  by  the  monopo- 
lists. 

3d.  The  price*  of  domestic  and  foreign  salt  vary 
from  seventy  to  one  hundred  cents  per  bushel  of 
fifty  pounds.  Freight  f^m  New  Orleans  may  be 
had  at  fifty  cents  per  hundred  pounds. 

4th.  Answered  in  No.  3. 

6ih.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  ntjifac- 
(ory  information  as  to  this  query. 

eth.  Bait  is  sold  in  this  State,  and  throughout  the 
western  country,  by  weight.  The  measured  bnibel 
wrighs  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  pounds  more 
than  the  weighed  bushel. 

nb.  An  allowance  is  mude  for  the  weight  of  the 
barrel,  though  none  for  the  loss  of  salt  in  drying. 

Sth.  Is  answered,  in  part,  prevlODsly.  The  price 
ia  higher  since  the  monopoly. 

eth.  The  price  of  salt  is  regulated  by  the  quanti- 
ty in  market.  The  quantity  of  foreign,  or  other  do- 
mestic salt,  brought  to  this  market,  is  inconsiderable. 

lOth.  The  monopolists  realiie  great  gains. 

Iltb.  Al^ough  Kenbawa  (alt  is  very  superior  to 
any  other  domestic  salt  brought  to  this  market,  I 
am  informed  that  nearly  all  the  beef  and  pork  from 
the  western  country  is  repacked  Id  foreign  salt, 
either  for  shipment,  or  for  the  army  or  navy. 

12th.  See  No.  11. 

ISth.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  price  of  re- 
packing beef  or  pork  which  has  been  put  up  in  do- 
mestic salt. 

14th.  Tfae  necessity  and  advantage  of  giving  salt 
to  stock  of  every  kind  ts  untversauy  admitted.  It 
is  indispensable  in  the  Western  States,  and  ought  to 
be  given  to  all  kinds  of  stock  about  once  a  week, 
and  to  each  head  of  horses  or  cattle  from  two  to 
four  ounces  at  a  time,  and  less  than  half  that  quan- 
tity to  Bbeep  or  hogs,  though  farmers  in  this  sectiou 
are  prevented  from  giving  their  stock  the  necessary 


quantum  of  salt,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  tlie  a 


IGtb.  The  nse  and  advantage  of  salt  in  weaerT' 
ing  of  h»,  fodder,  and  clover,  ia  admitted  by  all 

practical  lanners,  although  but  few  avail  tbemaolrea 


CommUHicationfTOm  Zieutenanl  Qmtmor  BrtatKtt, 
of  Emluelcs,  doled  Buu^vilU,  Nn.  Id,  ISSO. 

Hy  informatioD  will  not  enable  me  to  answer 
your  favor  on  the  state  of  the  salt  trade  in  detail 

From  the  general  opinion  on  the  subject,  theiv 
is  DO  doubt  there  was,  during  tbe  last  year,  an  ex- 
tensive salt  monopoly  supplied  from  tbe  Kenhaw« 
works.  Depots  were  had  principally  on  the  water- 
courses  for  sdt,  where  it  was  vended  by  their 
agents,  sometimes  on  a  credit  of  fonr  or  six  montha. 
Whether  it  continues  tbe  present  season,  I  am  not 
advised.  Ibose  depots  extended  to  TennesMe. 
Sates  were  made  for  money.  There  Is  but  little 
foreign  salt  brought  into  this  neighborhood:  I  can- 
not, tlierefore,  state  the  difl'erence  in  price.     Tlkia 


so  white  and  cl .      

from  the  saline.  It  is  usually  sold  by  weight — W 
lbs.  to  the  bushel,  when  sold  by  tbe  bair^  Tb« 
tare  of  the  barrel  is  tokeo  off,  and  the  salt  is  genei^ 
ally  weighed  at  the  time  of  sale.  It  is,  however, 
sometimes  otherwise.  About  this  time  last  year, 
the  common  price,  at  this  place,  was  one  dollar  per 
bushel;  now,  it  may  be  purchased  at  seventy-flTa 
cents.  There  is  no  doubt  that  salt  is  indispensable 
for  the  use  of  stock,  and  particulariy  in  this  country. 
Much  stock  has  been  raised  upon  the  grauog  tbe 
forest  affords,  and  if  they  are  furnished  plenSfolly 
with  salt,  they  are  fat.  Hence  the  neceauty  of  its 
being  as  cheap  as  possible,  and  because,  also,  of  its 
universal  use  by  alt  I  was  pleased  at  the  reductioa 
of  tbe  dntlu  last  sesnon  on  cofiee,  tea,  molasses, 
and  salt.  I  should  be  pleased,  however,  to  see  the 
duties  retained  on  manufactured  articles,  so  that 
oar  own  monu&ctories  may  enter  into  competition 
with  foreign  ones,  and  make  a  reasonable  profit.  I 
would  not  have  them  to  bave  unreasonable  profit : 
then  it  would  be  a  tax  upoa  one  portion  for  the 
benefit  of  the  other.  The  point  to  stop  at  is  one  of 
difficulty,  and  requires  great  experience  and  much 
research. 
I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  oocaaonally. 

Staiimtia  of  tht  Hon.  Mr.  Lym  of  Ktntmehg. 

That,  being  a  member  of  a  mercantile  house  which 
received  a  quantity  of  salt  from  the  Kenhawa  Bait 
Company,  to  sell  on  commission,  in  the  yelus  1B2S 
— '7,  with  instructions  to  sell  at  the  original  mark 
or  lick  weight,  finding  many  of  tbe  barrels  greatly 
deficient  in  weight,  varying  from  10  to  20  per 
cent.,  they  reweighed,  and  sold  a  quantity  at  the 
real  weight ;  that,  when  the  agent  of  tbe  company 
came  on,  be  was  dissatisfied,  and  said  It  was  their 
custom  to  sell  elsewhere  at  the  original  mark,  and 
that  it  must  be  so  sold  there,  which  they  refused  to 
do.  The  agency,  and  tbe  salt  on  hand,  were  trans- 
ferred to  other  hands;  and  that  be  has  great  reason 
to  believe  the  necessities  of  the  people,  m  many  in> 
stances,  compelled  them  to  purchase  the  deficient 
barrels  at  their  marked  weight. 
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Alio,  that  being  in  eompMiy  with  the  Hon.  Hr. 
BenloD,  of  tke  Senile,  in  ascending  ^e  Ohio  from 
CindniwU,  Imst  fall,  on  board  the  iteamboat  Emi- 
gnnt,  aid  to  bdoiw  to,  and  be  in  the  emplor  of 
th«  Kenhawa  Salt  Compaiij,  which  vu  towioe  a 
Led4oat  to  HaTarille,  Keatnokj,  loaded  with  alum 
or  Ibfcign  nit,  and  deliTend  tnerd  for  the  purpoee 
at  altiag  poik  Id  that  part  of  KoDtuok^. 

M.  18S0. 

Ommmteatwufiom  Otneni  MUroy,  of  Ddphi,  /»- 
duMO,  datBcI  Sim.  SG,  18S0. 
I  receiTed  jam  letter  reqneacing  infonnatian  rel- 
itire  to  tbe  nit  trade  of  thii  country.  Mr  limited 
•cqmlntance  with  mercantile  bannem  will  enable 
at  to  Mf  bnt  little  from  m;  own  knowledge  on  the 
iiiti<!ct.  I  can  n,j,  howerer,  that  the  belief  ia  ant- 
teraal,  and  uncontradicted  in  thia  part  of  the  coun- 
tn,  that  ageDta  emploj'ed  by  the  salt  manufactureri 
famish  eiclnaiTelT  the  laptdy  of  that  article  for  the 
nUej  of  tbe  Wabiah ;  and  thM  none  Ii  permitted 
to  be  Tended  b;  others,  so  far  ta  can  be  prerenled 
b;  Ibem ;  and  Uiat  thora  agents  are  regulated  bf 
lied  prieM,  under  which  thej  may  not  lell,  but  cao 
niw  the  priee  in  proportion  to  tbe  demand.  It  ia 
•1m  beGered  that  a  icareitj  of  nit  ia  frequentlj  oc- 
uikiDed  bf  the  ioadequacj  of  the  maaufacloriea  to 
produce  BDlBcieat  euppUeB,  or  that  those  raonopo- 
bla  hoard  it  up  for  tbe  purpose  of  eitorUng  ezor- 
bhint  prices ;  neither  of  which  causes  would  oper- 
uc  to  produce  the  acarcit;  and  high  price  so  op- 
prosiTe  to  ttM  West,  wai  the  ealt  ttiKle  left  open  to 
ihc  nitoral  coutM  of  competiUon. 

ne  monopoly  «f  the  lalt  trade  ia  notorious,  and 
is  ene  of  the  groMeat  grientncei  Co  be  complained 
o[  in  tbe  Weat;  and  it  ia  believed  that  the  nnre- 
KriMed  importation  of  slum  salt  is,  perhaps,  the 
oolj'  method  which  can  be  adopted  eflbetually  to 
liMk  it  down,  unless  Congress  should  think  proper 
lo  dedire  it  a  cTiminal  oITence  lo  attempt  a  mouop- 
dj  of  any  article  of  necessary  consumption,  sa  the 
Britiib  patfiament  haa  done,  and  render  auch  offence 
^niduble  by  fine  and  frnprisCnmeDt,  whiob  even 
■osldnot  be  so  eSbctuaL 

Ii  win  not  be  disputed  bat  that  a  anpply  of  alum 
■It  is  neeeaaarj  In  the  Weat,  eren  if  the  domestic 
■It  »u  obtainable  unembarraased  by  monopoly, 
'nxB  its  superior  qnalltlea  in  tbe  preterration  of 
tittf  and  po A  in  a  southern  market,  when)  we  must 
^  aaceasity  aettd  our  surplus  of  thoee  articles.  It 
ii  bcHend  by  stock  rajjcn^  that  a  much  larger 
■puatity  of  salt  ia  neceasary  for  nock  in  the  Weat- 
en  llna  in  ttie  Atlantic  fitatea,  owing,  doubtlem,  to 
tb  nalnre  of  the  food  on  which  they  are  aubaisted, 
•°<the  dieeajea  to  which  they  are  sul^ect. 

1  ihodd  haTe  been  much  gratified  lo  have  been 
■bit  ui  famish  yon  infonnatloa  on  all  the  points  on 
*bich  JOB  requeat  it,  and  should  hare  done  it  most 
<>>nrfii]lj  bad  I  been  in  possenioa  of  It.  Not 
lnibtlii|,  howeter,  but  that  the  method  you  have 
Uui  will  elicit  it  in  abundance,  I  ihall,  therefore, 
^"^  Milled,  anxiously  desiring  the  snccesaful  reaolt 
o!  fcsr  efforts  to  repeal  the  Mlt  tax  enUrelj,  con- 
Egcnag  with  yoa  in  opioioo  that  it  ia  the  beat  aer- 
*»  Ibu  can  be  rendered  to  the  West  next  to  th« 
pt^utiou  of  the  prLee  of  public  Unds :  in  both  of 
■tovh  great  weatcm  measores,  you  have  the  con- 
'vnuce  of  a  vast  m^ority  of  the  West  moat  at- 
wuly  witUng  yon  anecea*. 
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.  from  Omeral  3\pitnt,  of  Indiaiut, 
ttaUd  Logimtport,  Indiana,  Nov.  24, 18S0. 

Tour  printed  letter  of  July  last  haa  been  dnly  re- 
eeired,  and  I  hare  made  strict  inquiry  of  merchaota, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  intelligeace  of  tbia  Tieinily, 
id  relation  to  the  aalt  monopoly.  From  facts  col- 
lected from  them,  and  some  within  my  own  knowl- 
edge, I  have  no  hevtation  In  aaying  that  there  la, 
and  has  been  for  yeu«,  a  monopoly  of  that  article, 
to  tbe  great  Injury  of  the  poorer  class  of  the  people 
of  Indiana. 

Deposits  for  the  sale  of  lalt  ace  established  along 
the  Ohio  and  the  Wabash  Bivert,  at  from  thirty  to 
forty  miles  from  each  other,  by  monopoUata  from 
Kenhawa,  in  Virginia,  and  from  Kentucky.  One 
agent  of  tbese  moDopoIists  is  at  this  village; 
another  at  Lafayette,  forty  miles  below,  who  rise 
or  full  in  their  priees  according  to  tlie  competition 
they  meet,  and,  by  this  means,  ojqnvss  the  poor,  and 
amaaa  wealth  to  Ihemaetrea  t«  a  very  large  amount 
per  aaaum. 

The  salt  manufactured  at  the  weUa  at  Kenhawa, 
and  in  Kentucky,  will  not  preaerve  pork  in  the 
■onthern  climate.  In  the  winter  of  1B22  I  descend- 
ed the  river*  to  New  Orleans,  with  a  qnanliiy  of 
pork  put  op  with  salt,  made  at  the  wells  of  these 
monopotiata.  Soon  after  my  arrival  at  New  Orleans, 
I  was  compelled  to  purchase  Turk's  Island  salt,  and 
repack  my  pork;  therebv  incurring  an  expeosa  (tf 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dtdlais. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  Indiana  to  repeal  the  law  levying  a  duty  on  for- 
eign salt 

Conwnmieatianfnm  J.  O.  Seed,  Etq.,  numher  oflht 

Setialt  in  tlu  Slatt   of  Indiana,  datid   Wathiag- 

lon  County,  Nov.  30,  ISSO. 

I  received  joure  of  July  last,  and  am  sorry  that 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  a  more  full  ac- 
count of  the  eutgect  matter  ther^  contained.  Bel- 
ative  to  the  act  of  last  wiuter  reducing  tbe  duty 
on  salt,  I  have  only  to  say  that,  in  this  aec^n,  it 
met  with  atmosC  universal  satisbction,  and  a  great 
anxiety  ia  expressed  that  the  endre  duty  be  taken 
off  this  winter. 

I  now  proceed  to  answer.  In  a  brief  and  conciao 
manner,  a  few  of  tbe  queries  propounded  by  you. 

1st-  "  Whether  the  trade,"  &c.— It  is,  but  at 
what  works  panicularlyl  do  not  know.  The  mo- 
nopdy  eitende  throughout  this  State,  and,  I  am  in- 
formed, generally  throughout  the  Western  States; 

Sd.  "The  price,"  &c.— Domestic  Bolt  is  (1  25; 
foreign  (1  SO.  The  freight  &am  New  Orleans  ia 
one  dollar  per  hundred. 

4th.  "Whether,"  &c.— -They  have;  the  depots 
are  generally  from  twenty  to  uiirty  miles. 

fith.  "Whether  salt,"  Ac.— It  is  sold  by  weight, 
GO  Iba.  to  the  bushel ;  ■  weighed  buahel  will  not 
mesanre  more  than  three  pecks. 

8th.  "  Whether,"  Ac— They  sell  only  for  cash  in 
hand.    The  price  ia  higher  since  the  monopoly. 

eth.  "  Do  the,"  be. — I  do  not  know,  but  pre- 
aume  they  do.    Foreign  salt  competes  with  thenu 

nth.  ■' Whether,"  io.— It  ia  not. 

12th.  "  The  expense,"  Ac. — Somefewycarsago,! 
had  a  aumber  of  barrels  repacked  in  New  Orleans, 
which  had  been  put  up  in  domeadc  aalt :  It  cost  ma 
|1  12  j  per  bartd,  and  12^  cenU  for  each  hoop  that 
waa  furnished  in  the  [Jace  of  those  that  got  broken 
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in  the  pracev.    I  premune  the  price  i«  dcbtIj  the 

14th.  '■  The  Qec««It7,"  &c.— Salt  to  stock  in  fhla 
country  'a  of  ne&t  Importutce ;  without  it,  but  few 
could  be  niBed.  It  prerentii  many  disordera,  &c. ; 
aod  manjr  Gmnert  here  are  prcTcnted,  from  the 
high  price  and  scardty  of  sdl,  to  give  them  what 
thej  need. 

IGth.  "The  use,"  Ac. — It  ii  of  great  um.  It  la 
{bund  to  be  an  adrantage  of  at  least  BO  per  cent,  to 
h*7,  particularly  prairie  hay,  that  is  ef  little  or  no 
oae  without  salt ;  ii  found  to  be  almoat  equal  to  fod' 
itt  when  properly  put  ap  in  salt. 


M  Gen.  W.  IB.  Harnmn,  of  Okie, 
doled  H^atkinfftim  CUy,  Ftb.  S,  1S31. 

I  have  always  supposed,  and  every  year's  eipe- 
rience  conBrms  me  in  the  Oj^ion,  that  the  duty  on 
aalt^at  least  the  higher  rate  of  duty  Utely  paid) 
was  Injurious  to  the  interest  of  agriculture  in  that 
part  of  the  Western  country  In  which  I  r«iide. 
One  of  our  staples,  and  the  one  which  I  beUere 
yields  the  most  profit  to  the  fanner,  is  pork.  The  in- 
crease of  its  manufacture  (if  I  may  so  call  it,  mean- 
ing the  preparation  of  it  in  barrels  for  exportation) 
is  altogether  wtoaiahing.  It  ii  beiieTed  that,  iu 
Cincinnati  alone,  there  were  ilaagfalered  and  pack- 
ed this  year  one  hundred  thooiand  hoes,  averapng 
at  least  six  dollars,  and  thus  ■cattenng  (600,000 
amongst  the  farmers.  It  is  ascertained,  beyond 
contradiction,  that  sea  salt  is  necesaary  to  prevent 
Its  spoiling  in  its  passage  through  the  hot  dimate 
of  the  Hiedssippi,  in  its  coune  to  a  foreign  market, 
or  to  our  own  Atlantic  porta.  In  both  of  iheue,  our 
poric,  of  late  years,  has  acquired  «  very  high  charac- 
ter. This  is  due  to  the  experience  which  has  been 
acqdred  in  packing,  and  to  the  eiclusiTe  use,  when 
it  can  be  procured,  of  sea  salt.  Before  that  article 
was  brought  to  Cindnnatl  by  the  steamboats,  the 
pork  which  was  prepared  with  the  Western  salt  was 
always  repacked  at  Mew  Orleans,  when  sent  to  * 
market  beyond  that  place,  at  an  expense  of  one 
dollar  per  barrel,  and  sometimes  with  a  conmd- 
erible  deduction  from  the  qaantity,  from  the  re- 
jection of  tainted  pieces.  And,  indeed,  a{l«r  its 
arrival  at  Che  foreign  market,  it  brought  a  much 
less  price  than  the  pork  of  the  Atlantic  Slates, 
which  had  been  cured  irith  sea  salt.  From  Ifaeee 
&Ct8,  it  must  be  evident  thst,  in  proporlion  to  the 
abundance  and  the  cheapness  of  sea  salt  in  the  city 
of  Cincinnati,  the  ^rice  of  pork  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  governed,  and  the  price  in  that  great 
mart  governs  it  in  the  snrronuding  States. 

In  the  year  1820  or  '7,  the  pow  market  opened 
in  CincinnaU  tolerably  well ;  but  the  pork  dealert 
from  the  Atlantic  cities,  finding  a  great  deSciency 
of  sea  salt,  and  that  at  a  very  hi^  price,  refused 
to  pnrchaae,  and  the  article  fell  to  |2  and  |2  SO  per 
hundred. 

The  objection,  in  the  Western  country,  that  has 
been  urged  against  abolishing  or  reducing  the  duty 
on  salt  is,  the  apprehenaon  tliat  It  may  destroy  the 
Western  manufactories  of  that  article.  Against  the 
probability  of  this  occurrence  is  the  fact  of  the 
advance  of  price  In  the  domeilic  article  of  trani 
seventy-five  to  one  hundred  per  centum  in  the 
course  of  six  or  seven  years.  I  am  not  able  to  say 
what  is  the  cost  of  manuGwturing  the  domestic  arti- 
cle at  the  several  works  in  the  Western  country. 
I  have  understood,  and  believe,  that  from  thirty  to 
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thirty-five  centa  was  conudered  a  fiur  price  for  it  in 
CiDcinaati  wne  years  ago.  It  is  not  now  sold 
lower  than  fifty  cents ;  and,  for  some  time  in  De- 
cember last,  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  bnihd 
of  SO  Iba.  was  charged  for  it. 


for  domestic  purposes,  for  which  the  latter  i«  equally 
good  with  the  former,  that  tlie  salting  of  porli  com- 
mencing in  the  beginning  of  December,  the  salt 
must  be  Imported  in  the  spring  which  <s  intended 
to  supply  the  market-— tbe  ueoally  low  state  of  the 
rivers  in  the  summer  and  &U  preventing  tlie  navi- 
gation in  these  seaMina.  The  investment  (rfmoney, 
therefore,  by  the  tneroluuit  in  the  article  must  b« 
made  at  least  six  months  before  he  can  effect  a  sale 
of  It. 

OaaummUaiioTi  from  Jokn  C.    IFfM,  Stq.,  ^  Jfti- 
ttmri,  doled  Cape  Oirardeau,  eataity  y  Joctsoa, 

Hattmher  24,  1S80. 

I  saw  in  the  Jackson  Hercury,  August  30,  a  re- 
quest of  yours  to  the  dtiiens  of  the  West,  for  in- 
formation or  answers  to  savenu  queries  on  tb«  ar- 
ticle of  salt.  Considering  myself  interested  In  the 
matter,  I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  them  so&ras 
my  own  knowledge  of  the  matter  extends. 

To  the  first  quer]r  I  know  but  little  of  myself 
further  than  this:  there  are  some  mercbanCs 
amongst  us  that  have  been  applied  to  for  salt,  and 
proposed  trade  in  paymeqt;  their  reply  was,  they 
were  selling  on  commtielon,  and  could  take  nothing 
else  but  money  for  it. 

The  second  query  I  know  nothing  a))out. 

3d.  The  price  of  domestic  salt  in  JaeketHi,  varies 
&om  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per 
fifty  pounds,  and  that  weighed  with  old  rusty  steel- 
yards that  will  not  preponderate,  for  eight  or  ten 
ponnds.  Foreign  salt  is  never  lower  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  fifty  pounds.  Do- 
mestic, by  the  barrel,  varies  from  seventy-five  to 
eigbly-seven  and  a  half  cents;  foreign  ditto,  one 
dollar  per  fifty  pounds  by  the  sack,  after  paying  for 
the  weight  of  the  sack,  and  then  adding  fifty  cents 
more  for  the  sack.  The  common  freightage  from 
New  Orleans  to  the  Cape,  from  seventy-five  cents  to 
one  dollar  per  hundred. 

4th.  As  to  this  query  I  know  nothing  of  mysd^ 

eth.  This  I  likewise  know  nothfog  about. 

flth.  Tliis  query  I  have  answered  as  to  the  weight 
per  bushel,  only  the  measured  bnsbel,  which,  ss 
near  as  I  can  say  pointed,  domestic  salt  will  weigh 
from  sixty-five  to  seventy,  formgn  ditto,  from 
seveoty-five  to  eighty-five. 

1th.  In  selling  bythe  barrel,  thirlypounda  are  al- 
lowed for  the  barrel ;  if  yon  taJie  it  tiy  the  nomuial 
quantity,  you  pay  seventy-five  cents ;  but  if  yol 
hare  it  weighed,  eighty-eeven  and  a  half  cents  is 
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9th.  Itappeara  that  there  is  no  competltionhere: 
when  there  Is  a  scarcity  it  is  sure  to  rise,  and  ptenty 
never  brings  it  down  lower  than  the  al>ove-staled 
prices. 

loth.  This  query  I  cannot  answer. 

11th.  As  to  domestic  salt  they  will  not  recelva 
beef  or  pork  pickled  with  it,  and  it  does  not  tniwtf 
for  bolter  for  exportation. 
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12th.  Beef  nor  pork  will  be  recelTCd  ia  New 
OAtuat  If  put  ap  Id  common  alt. 

ISIh.  If  &D7  does  go  down  put  up  in  common 
alt,  it  baa  to  be  repacked  with  one  faiuhel  of  alum 
mU  for  each  barreL 

Itth.  I  hiTs  long  experienced  the  adrantage  of 
giiing  salt  to  stock  of  erer]'  kind ;  if  I  am  working 

ShoTsea,  aod  tbey  Eul  eating,  glre  them  lalt  or 
:  and  water  to  drink;  I  discover  it  Inunediatelj 
realorea  them  to  their  appetite,  and  the;  perform 
tbdr  U>or  much  better.  Through  the  winter  I  salt 
them  twice  a  week,  and  through  the  working  season 
CTcrj  other  da;.  I  flud  it  necesaarj  to  wit  cattle 
through  the  winter  once  a  week ;  Ihej  eat  their 
lOD^  food  much  better,  and  look  better  in  the 
■priag ;  and  when  the  gran  and  herbs  begin  to  put 
1^  I  find  it  atcanrj  to  salt  erer;  other  dij,  and 
then  thronrh  the  lummer  twice  k  week,  and  hare 
atwart  Mlieed,  if  I  ne^ected  salting  one  week,  m; 
milcb  cowa  (uled  of  their  milk.  I  have  some  neigh- 
ben  that  aeldom  salt  tlielr  Btock  at  all,  and  I  tike 
loiiea  that  my  cattle  look  as  well  in  the  ipring  ai 
tliein  de  Id  die  fall.  Their  reason  for  aot  ulting 
thej-  mj  ia,  ^t  Mlt  i*  so  dear.  Bheep  and  hogs 
nqnira  salt  at  any  rite  once  a  week  through  the 
nnmer;  hoga  put  up  iatlen  much  better  by  being 
weUutted. 

15th.  The  adnntaga  of  salt  for  damaged  haj  I 
know  is  great.  I  have  seen  hay  tbat  looked  like  it 
n»  simoat  entirelj  spoiled,  and  when  stacked  up 
with  salt,  cattle  eat  it  clean,' and  looked  wall ;  but 
•all  selling  so  high  as  it  does,  proTenls  ni  poor  peo- 
lie  tnm  baring  It  by  ns  even  for  the  nae  of  our 
stock  and  i^kluig  up  our  meat,  as  nothing  but 
n«Dey  wiD  get  it.  Oo  to  a  merchant,  and  ask  if  he 
wants  my  kind  of  produce ;  if  he  saj«  yes — well,  I 
waifartBg  It  at  such  a  day— I  want  some  talc  to 
piekle  op  my  meat,  for  I  hare  got  no  money^iii 
reply  is,  my  salt  is  a  cash  article;  I  cannot  sell  it 
kr  produce.  Well,  I  am  obliged  to  hare  salt ;  if 
JOD  will  trust  me  a  Utile  while,  I  will  pay  you  the 
Bcsey  for  iL  His  reply  then  is,  I  merely  bring 
Mlt  for  aoeommodstioD  ;  I  make  nothing  on  it ;  I 
must  hare  the  money  down,  or  otherwise,  wilt  reply, 
I  w  aelliDg  on  commission,  aod  am  obliged  to  bare 
Ibe  money.  On  these  terms  I  hsre  known  men  to 
do  without  salt  until  they  had  snfiered  cooiiderably 
Ibr  want  of  that  article,  onlcaa  they  could  borrow 
of  k  nelglibor. 

HoDorsble  dt.  If  your  interfet«nce  in  Congress 
eu  nutjgmte  the  matter,  it  will  confer  a  rery  re- 
qnale  fkwiH'  on  oar  neighborhood. 

Hr.  B.,  after  reading  or  referrinf  to  these 
eommnnioationa,  which  were  given  under  the 
uthors'  nomea,  stftted  tbat  he  had  another  of 
Tery  material  iniport  which  he  wonld  read  to 
the  Senatei,  bat  withont  the  name.  He  had  the 
lua  reluctance  in  doing  this,  beeaiue  he  had 
radearored  to  gireto  the  agent  of  the  Kenhawa 
Company,  who  had  been  in  attendance  npon  the 
other  HooM  during  the  session,  an  opportnnity 
to  answer.  Ha  had  oommunicated  uie  state- 
menl  to  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Haun- 
tuton^  wboM  luaae  he  was  at  liberty  to  men- 
tron,  (Mr.  J.  8.  Babbocb,  of  Virginia,)  for  the 
eipttn  panKMe  of  enabling  the  agent  to  answer 
H  before  tiut  committee,  bat  who  had  not 
traiied  himself  of  that  opportonity. 
BkimtM  ef  a  eitam  of  Ktithmn,  /iirnM*i  as 
--  -  that  Asmoyngl  wmpTMUMi  Aufrg*- 
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juUIity,  ImI  with  the  noma  of  tht  paptrs  and 
netivert  in  tht  "  dtad  atU "  lutlim ;  thi  noma 
bring  rune  omilUd,  at  UU  not  the  olgecl  of  Mr.  B. 
to  iiterfert  Hilh  iruHnduaU,  bat  to  txpou  a  tyileTH. 
"Dead  wells  ore  now  eomniOD  at  the  Kenhawa 
salines,  and  are  girlng  to  (he  place  a  dilapidated 
and  melancholy  appearance,  and  doing  a  real  In> 
Jury  to  the  country.  Xhereore  many  of  these  dead 
wells,  and  monopoliiers  pay  the  owner  for  letting 
tbem  remain  Idle.  ■  •  •  jml  ■  ■  ■  re- 
Deire  about  |1,SOO  per  annum  for  two  dead  wells. 
*  *  *  reoeires  about  |3,000  per  aanum  for 
one.  ■  •  •  about  |I,500  per  amium  for  an- 
other. Many  others  receire  less  or  greater  sums 
upon  the  same  terms.  Bendes  dead  welts,  there 
are  also  unborn  wells,  wboee  ownen  are  paid  for 
not  letting  them  be  dug.  I  know  sereral  of  this 
kind.  •  •  ■  receires  |I,SfiO  per  annum  not  to 
dig  a  weU  on  bis  land;  •  ■  •  receires  $1,BOO 
annually  on  the  same  terms;  •  •  •  receires 
|2,900  per  annom  in  the  same  way;  and  I  hare 
no  doubt,  many  others,  and  It  Is  all  a  thing  of  note* 
riety  in  the  neighborhood.  Before  the  monopoly, 
the  price  of  salt  was  atiout  a  shilling  a  bushel,  as  it 
ia  colled,  and  as  often  under  as  abare  that  price, 
and  it  could  be  got  for  any  kind  of  trade ;  since  the 
monopoly,  it  is  Qfly  oents  cash,  and  none  will  be 
sold  for  retail  to  the  people  of  the  States,  except  to 
those  who  will  bind  themselres  to  aroid  compe- 
tition with  the  monopolisers  at  their  depots.  The 
company  that  monopollie  the  works  are  the  chief 
shippers,  and  through  tbeir  ageula  retail  to  the 
people  in  most  of  the  Western  Slates,  Sxing  Ibeii 
own  price,  their  own  weight,  and  (he  quantity 
which  each  State  is  to  hare,  except  so  far  as  they 
are  interfered  with  by  alnm  salt  from  New  Orleans. 

After  reading,  or  referring  to  the  eitracta  of 
eridenoe,  taken  before  the  Oommittee  of  the 
British  Honse  of  Commons  on  the  salt  dntie^ 
and  reading  or  stating  the  commnnioations  re- 
oeired  by  himself  from  citizens  of  the  Western 
States,  Mx.  B.  proceeded  to  make  copiotu  and 
extended  remarks  npon  the  naea  of  salt  in 
agricnltnre  and  mannfactares ;  the  difference 
between  the  imjinre  and  inferior  salt  made  by 
boiling  well  water,  and  the  clean,  pare,  and 
crystallised  salt  made  by  the  rays  of  the  eaa, 
in  hot  climates,  oat  of  the  water  of  the  sea ;  the 
variety  of  nsea  to  which  the  well  water  salt 
was  wholly  onfitandiuadeqoate;  andtheemel 
injustice,  on  the  part  of  tiie  Federal  Govern- 
ment, of  expelling  the  pare  salt  from  the  coun- 
try by  an  oppresnre  tax,  which  might  other- 
wise be  had  Doth  cheao  and  abnndant,  for  th6 
pnrpDse  of  oompeUing  them  to  use  the  inferior  . 
salt  at  an  enonnons  and  nscoiiKionable  price. 

1.  He  remarked  on  the  value  of  salt  to  stock, 
as  proved  by  both  the  English  and  American 
testmionj.  It  was  proved  that  the  health  of 
all  animals  was  preserved  by  it;  and  with  this 
preservation  of  health,  ensned  all  the  advantages 
of  increased  growth  and  fattening,  prolonged 
life,  moltiplied  offspring;  and  anpenor  flavor 
to  the  flesh,  the  milk,  the  hntter,  the  cheese, 
the  bacon,  beef,  and  pork,  which  were  made 
from  them.  In  England,  it  was  compnted  that 
the  advantage  to  the  stock  ftwn  all  these  sonrcea 
was  as  per  cent,  per  anutun.    On  one  Harm  it 
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V9a  Tv.uA  at  abont  SftJ  per  oent. ;  and  the  ag- 
gremte  advantage,  or  ratiier  the  aggregate  loss 
to  the  &rmen  for  want  of  salt,  was  stated  to 
exceed  the  aTjaoal  amonntof  tbetaz,  wLioh  was 
about  7,000,000  doUars. 

2.  He  remarked  on  the  neceasitf  of  snn-inade 
aalt  for  batter  and  cheese.  If  put  ap  in  com- 
mon Bait,  the  bntt«r  noon  became  rancid,  and 
sold  at  less  than  half  the  price  of  alnm  salt  bat- 
ter at  New  Orleans  and  in  the  Weat  Indies. 
He  attribnted  the  general  inforiorit?  of  American 
cheese  to  the  impure  salt  which  wbb  nsed  in 
making  it;  and  dwelt  npon  the  articles  of 
cheew  and  bntter  as  sonrces  of  wealth  to  the 
Btock-rusing  States,  if  dnlj  improved  by  the 
nse  of  pare  salt.  He  aaid  the  ezpori^  of  the 
last  years  had  reached  the  value  of  tlT7,000 
per  annam;  which,  though  considerable,  was  a 
trifle  compared  Xa  the '  consamption  in  onr 
towns,  and  the  export  to  the  Lower  Mississippi. 
He  considered  the  formers  as  loNng  the  one- 
half  of  their  whole  sales  of  bntter  and  cheese, 
bj  osing  artifldal  aalt,  made  by  mei , 
of  using  the  natnral  crjatallieed  salt,  made  hj 
natnre.  To  the  cows  on  daiiy  farms,  it  was 
proved  in  England,  that  half  a  bnshel  of  salt  per 
annum  was  necessary;  and  the  millc,  butter, 
and  cheese,  all  were  richer  and  better  flavored 
when  that  quantity,  or  more,  was  given.  Com- 
mon lealt  would  do  for  the  cows  to  lick ;  bnt 
alum  salt  was  Indispensable  for  butter  and 
cheese  that  was  to  be  long  kept  or  exported. 

8.  In  the  article  of  bacon  he  estimated  the 
loss  at  nearly  one-half  in  naing  the  flrc-made 
salt  Snch  bacon  would  not  sell  for  mnch  more 
than  half  price  in  any  of  our  market  towns,  and 
could  not  he  carried  to  the  Southern  climates. 
or  exported,  without  danger  of  spoiling,  and 
becoming  a  total  loss.  Snch  bacon  was  often 
a  drag  in  the  market  at  New  Orteana  at  two 
cents  a  pound,  a  mere  refuse  article  at  that 
prioa,  while  thealnm  salt  bacon  wasaready  sale 
at  six  or  eight  cents. 

4.  In  pickled  pork. — For  this  purpow  alum 
salt  was  indispeneable.  The  artificial  aalt 
would  answer  no  purpose.  The  poisonous  in- 
gredients culled  slack  and  bittern,  which  it 
contained,  corrupted  the  pork  in  warm  climates, 
and  the  sclnble  natnre  of  the  salt  itself,  by  dis- 
solving immediately,  brought  all  the  pieces  in 
contact,  and  made  each  assist  in  destroying  the 
other.  The  crystallized  salt,  besides  being  ti^ 
from  slack  and  bittern,  is  large  in  the  grain, 
and  so  far  insoluble  that  a  layer  of  it  remans 
for  years  between  each  piece  of  meat,  and  act- 
ing as  a  perpetual  preservative.  Hr.  B.  scud 
that  bacon  might  be  made,  after  a  ftiahion,  with 
boiled  salt;  bnt  pickled  pork  not  at  all.  For 
that  purpose,  the  sun-made  salt  was  a  Hne  qua 
nan.  For  want  of  this  salt,  the  WeBtem  farm- 
ers had  got  into  the  general  custom  of  making 
bacon,  wberebythey  lost  about  one-third  of  the 
product  of  their  hog-stock ;  for  the  bacon  dried 
and  wasted  near  a  third  by  the  time  it  was 
sold,  and  would  then  sell  for  no  more  than 
pickled  pork,  which  lost  not  an  ounoe  in  weight 
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from  the  day  it  was  put  into  the  barrel  dll  sold. 
A  difference  of  one-third  to  1>e  saved  in  th« 
aonuBl  product  of  the  hog-atock,  would  be  im- 
mense to  the  fkrmers;  and  diis  diflier«iic« 
would  be  saved  by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
alum  salt 

S.  In  pickled  beef.— For  this  parpoae  alam 
salt  is  absolutely  indispensable.  Beef  could  not 
be  pickled  without  it;  and,  therefore,  to  find  s 
market,  the  l>eef  cattle  were  driven  off  nprai 
the  hoof.  Mr.  B.  prouonnced  it  to  be  a  loaing 
business,  a  most  disadvantageous  traffic,  to  any 
country  to  drive  away  its  beef  cattle  to  be  sold 
on  the  hoof.  The  immediate  loss  in  that  oper- 
ation was  nearly  one-half  the  value  of  the  beef^ 
and  the  whole  loss  of  the  hide,  tallow,  and  ofial ; 
the  consequential  loss  was,  in  the  purchase  of 
leather  and  manufactures  of  leather,  and  the 
purchase  of  soap  and  candles,  and  also  in  the 
loss  of  leather,  soap,  and  candles  for  ezport*- 
tion.  Pickled  beef  in  New  Orleans  was  usnally 
fh3m  eight  to  twelve  dollara  a  barrel,  whicb 
was  f^om  four  to  six  cents  a  pound.  The 
farmers  of  the  West  usually  sell  their  cattle  at 
from  1)  to  2)  cents  per  poond;  thus  Buffering 
a  loea  of  nearly  one-half  on  the  beef;  the  hide 
and  tallow,  which  ia  worth  aa  much  as  the  beef 
sells  for  at  such  rates,  being  thrown  into  the 
barg^n,  ^d  given  away.  The  disastrouH  ef- 
fect of  this  suicidal  bosineas  was  seen  in  every 
town  in  the  Weet^  where  foreign  hides  fW>m 
South  America,  foreign  leather,  boote,  shoes, 
and  saddlery,  and  foreign  soap  and  candles, 
fi-om  Europe  and  the  Atlantic  States,  were 
daily  exhibited  for  sale.  Another  disBBtroue 
consequence,  bnt  not  so  visible  to  the  passing 
eye,  was  the  loss  of  all  these  articles  for  expor- 
tation. The  exportation  of  soap  and  candles 
had  lately  amounted  to  919,000  dollars  in  the 
year;  andof  leather, boots, ^oes, and  saddlery, 
to  460,000  dollars.  These  eiportations  went 
from  the  Atlantic  cities  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
chiefly  grew  out  of  the  gifts  which  the  Western 
farmers  made  of  their  £des  and  tallow  to  the 
drovers.  They  were  exportations  which  be- 
longed  to  the  West,  not  only  ttecanse  it  produced 
the  material  out  of  which  the  manufactured 
articles  were  made,  but  it  was  the  best  plaoe 
for  carrying  on  the  manufactory  of  them  on 
account  of  the  oheapneas  of  provisions,  and 
the  focilities  of  exporting  direct  to  the  West 
Indies. 

Mr.  B.  made  a  further  iHnstration  of  the  evils 
of  driving  beef  cattle  from  the  West,  in  it* 
effect  upon  the  internal  navigation  and  domes- 
tic markets  of  the  n^at  valley.  The  UisusMppi 
River  was  to  the  West  what  the  Mediterranean 
Sea  was  to  the  Romans ;  it  is  mare  luntrum — 
sea — and  the  steamboats  and  other  boats 
upon  it  ooustitntAouTDavintion.  The  building 
of  these  vesaele  ^vea  emiuoyment  to  a  multi- 
tude of  useflil  and  reqtectable  meobanios; 
creates  a  demand  for  vast  qnan^ties  of  wood, 
iron,  punts,  and  glaas;  fnrmture  of  every  de- 
scription; didly  supplies  of  provisions;  wood 
for  fnel,  now  estimated  at  a  million  of  doUara 
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p«r  umnm;  uid  for  an  imnwnse  nomber  of 
p«noDi  to  lUTigtte  and  manage  the  boats. 
The  iggNgate  of  all  these  QxpenditnreB  con- 
seated  with  eteainboat-bnildiDg  and  narigation, 
tna  M*enl  millioiu  of  dollars  per  annam,  and 
wu  the  moit  proDtable  kind  of  expenditare, 
tar  it  wu  osnied  to  the  verj  doora  of  the  peo- 
ple, tDd  delivered  into  their  hands  in  their  own 
MUM.  Having  drawn  the  picture  of  the  ad- 
mttagea  of  staamboat  navigation  to  the  West, 
Hr.  B.  ventared  to  make  the  miggescion  that 
tiiej  wonid  be  naarlf  doubled  bj  anhstitotiog 
a  obaoge  in  the  beef  trade,  from  driving  the 
esttle  on  the  hoof  to  the  Atlantic  citiea,  to  send- 
ing the  beef  pickled  to  New  Orleans  and  the 
Weat  Indiea.  Snob  achange  woaldopen  a  new 
and  imittense  bead  for  freight  down  the  river, 
and  &  Nrresponding  increase  for  freight  back ; 
for  it  wu  of  the  nature  of  exports  and  imports 
to  «B<ilal«'  eMh  other;  it  would  prodnoe  di- 
■dobhed  prices  for  under  cargo,  of  which  salt 
woold  be  (h«  chief;  and  a  oorteapouding  in- 
veaae  of  everj  expenditnre  connected  with  the 
aoubvotioa  and  navigation  of  iteamboats.  He 
tlicn  averred  that  Qua  change,  and  the  stnpen- 
dmn  beneflta  resnlttng  from  it,  depended  soiel; 
■nd  eielnsivelr  npon  the  free  use  of  alom  salt 
— npoD  the  abolition  of  the  dotj  upon  that  ar- 
tide— opon  the  simple  and  obvioos  process  of 
permitting  the  Weatem  people  to  ose  the  salt 
Be«OTding  to  their  wants  and  wishes,  which  Qod 
bad  eretted  for  them  in  all  the  islands  of  the 
Gnlf  (tf  Uesica.  And  be  ridionled  with  oon- 
temptooDS  sarcasm  the  afibet«d  alarms  of  those 
who  expressed  the  fear  that  there  would  not  be 
Bilt  enongh  if  the  domertia  mano&ctoriea 
checked  their  operations.  He  said  it  wu  a  fear 
that  there  wonld  be  a  lailnre  of  sonshine  and 
■eawtter. 

Having  brieflj  touched  npon  the  important 
ntee  of  salt  in  agrionltnre,  and  especially  for 
stock  and  provisions,  Hr.  B.  proceeded  to  notice 
the  disadvantages  nnder  which  the  farmers  of 
the  Testem  States  labored  with  respect  to  that 
artide.  At  the  head  of  the  list  of  these  dissd- 
r  oppresuona,  as  they  might  with 


a(the  West,  so  far  u  it  depended  npon  the  do- 
mestic manu&ctories,  wu  one  vut  and  cmd 
monopoly  I  The  anusing  fact  was  proved  by 
a  variety  of  testimony ;  it  was  known  to  every 
Tertem  Senator  preaent;  it  was  felt  at  home 
in  every  department  of  agrionltare,  by  all  the 
ftimers  of  the  West.  The  baleful  effects  of 
this  horrid  monopoly  were  forcibl]^  depicted  by 
tiie  witneoees  whose  oommojaications  be  bad 
read.  Donble  price  and  scant  messnre;  the 
whole  ooontry  ^Btrioted,  aJlowanoed,  and  stint- 
ed; ready  money  exacted;  wells  rented  from 
tbMr  owners  to  lie  idle;  new  wells  prevented 
btm  Imng  dag;  overgrown  fortimes  to  the 
BaDopolizersj  privation,  want,  and  'anfibriog 
•aun^  the  people  and  stock;  snch 


ana  revolting  piotnre  which  these 
dcationa  presented  to  the  Senate.    Ur. 


B.  animadverted  in  the  most  indignant  terms 
npon  monopolies  of  every  species,  and  placed 
the  salt  monopoly  at  the  head  of  the  abomina- 
ble and  infernal  list.  He  said  this  very  mo- 
nopoly was  one  of  the  causes  which  brought 
Charles  the  First  to  the  block.  Qaeen  Eliza- 
beth, though  a  petticoated  tyrant,  had  the  hu- 
manity, or  rather  sagacity,  to  suppress  the  sslt 
monopoly,  towards  Uie  close  of  her  reign ;  for 
which  act  of  mercy  utd  condescension  the 
whole  Parliament  went  in  a  body  to  thank  and 
bless  her  as  an  angel  of  beaefloence.  The  bigot- 
ed Stuarts  revived  it,  and  paid  the  forfeiture  in 
the  loss  of  life  and  kingdom.  There  had  been 
no  monopoly  of  salt  in  England  since  Charles 
the  First  had  tost  his  head;  the  States  beyond 
tlie  Alleghany  Uonntains  were  the  only  exam- 
ple of  that  oPpres»on  at  this  time  existing  in 
the  civilixed  world.  Ur.  B.  considered  the 
present  duty  on  foreign  salt  as  the  father  and 
guardian  of  tbia  domestic  monopoly.  He  con- 
sidered it  the  protector,  defender,  and  supporter 
of  the  mooopolists.  He  considered  the  act  of 
Congress  which  kept  up  this  dnty,  as  the  law 
which  eatahlidied  this  monopoly;  and  de- 
nouooed  snch  a  law,  not  merely  as  odious  and 
oppresnve,  but  u  a  species  of  impiety  and  sac- 
rilege, a  speciee  of  revolt  and  rebellion  against 
the  providence  of  God,  who  had  created  salt, 
and  spread  it  through  the  universe,  for  the  nse 
of  man  and  beut,  and  as  the  preservative  prin- 
ciple of  life  and  health  in  both.  The  sea  waa 
filled  with  it,  and  the  sun  manufactured  it.  It 
come  cheap  and  pore  from  that  manofactory, 
established  by  Divine  wisdom,  and  co-eiten- 
sivu  with  the  bounds  of  the  habitable  globe. 
Bolt  was  the  preservative  principle  of  the  world. 
Every  livinganimalmusthave  it;  everyspecies 
of  food  must  cont^  it.  Without  it,  universal 
death  and  oorruptjon  would  ensue.  The  disci- 
ples of  Christ  were  called  by  their  Uaster  "  the 
salt  of  the  earth ; "  and  that  divine  met^hor 
was  intended  to  convey  to  the  understamSnga 
of  all  people  the  knowledge  of  the  preservative 
nature  of  their  misnon,  a  misdon  which  was  to 
save  the  moral  world  firom  oorruption,  u  salt 
preserves  the  animal  and  material  worid.  Laws 
to  prevent  any  portion  of  the  human  race  from 
using  the  pure  and  perfeotsaltmadeby  the  rays 
of  the  son  out  of  the  waves  of  the  sea,  if  enact- 
ed without  a  dire  necessity,  were  implons  oon- 
trivanoes  to  frustrate  the  beneficence  of  God.  A 
war  for  self-preservation  alone  conld  Jostify  snob 
laws.  They  bad  existed  in  all  countries,  and 
had  mn  bluest  where  human  liberty  wu  at  the 
lowest  ebb.  They  are  now  disappearing,  van- 
ishing, and  fhlling  before  the  recuperative  ener- 
gies of  p<^ular  rigbta.  The  gabelU  fell,  in 
France,  before  the  niaroh  of  revolution.  In 
England,  this  unnatural  tax,  after  atttuning  the 
monstrous  height  of  fifteen  shillings  a  bushel, 
sunk  and  dis^peared  before  the  labors  of  that 
pre-eminent  conomittee  from  whose  reports  a 
few  imperfect  and  matilatedeztraots  have  been 
read.  The  salt  tax  disappeared  from  the 
United  Stat«e  about  twenty  years  ago,  during 
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the  anspioions  adminiatr&IJon  of  the  immortal 
Jefferson.  Even  BpHiii,  the  last  ooontfy  upon 
earth  in  which  to  look  for  a  liberal  example, 

was  an  instance  of  the  generoos  nse  of  salt 
The  United  States  alone  are  now  presenting 
the  example  of  keeping  op  this  odious  tax,  (S 
keepingitnpwitboatnecesait;,  of  keeping  it  np 
far  the  oppression  of  the  people,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  monopolizers,  for  the  impoverishment 
and  degradation  of  the  West.  Bnt  let  the  peo- 
ple not  despair^  Belief,  though  oot  of  sight,  is 
sometimes  near  at  hand.  The  darkest  hoar  of 
the  night  is  that  which  precedes  the  break  of 
Aaj.  In  England,  in  1801,  the  first  attempt  of 
the  friends  of  the  people  to  redaee  the  salt  tax, 
was  followed  b;  the  insnlt  and  ontrage  of  rais- 
ing it.  The  Pitt  admioistration,  to  ponish  and 
intimidate  those  who  proposed  the  abolition, 
immediately  raised  the  dnty  from  ten  to  fifteen 
shillings  a  bnshel ;  bnt  thej  raised  the  spirit  of 
the  people  at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  few  years 
the  whole  oppressive  harden  fell  to  the  earth. 
Resnlting  trom  this  monopoly,  thus  establish- 
ed and  protected,  came  the  present  enormoos 
Eirice  of  salt.  Mr.  B.  begged  Senators  to  recol- 
ect  the  testimony  he  had  read,  and  reflect  in 
how  many  places  the  snm  of  76  cents,  or  a  dol- 
lar, or  a  dollar  and  a  qnarter,  was  exacted  from 
the  people  for  abont  two  pecks  and  a  half  of 
inferior,  flre-made,  artjflcial  salt,  imposed  npon 
them  nnder  the  scandalized  came  of  a  bosnel. 
If  the  doty  was  off,  he  wonld  ventnre  to  affirm 
that  the  price  of  pnre,  snn-made,  crystallized 
salt  would  not  exceed  a  pieaillon  for  a  real 
bnshel  at  New  Orleans,  and  three  or  fonr  pieail' 
lont  in  the  central  parts  of  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.  His  calcnlation  was  this:  that 
the  import  price  of  this  fine  salt  was,  at  present, 
six  cents  for  tliat  of  Malta ;  eight  cents  for  that 
of  Spain  and  Portag^ ;  nine  cents  for  that  of 
Turk's  Island ;  and  that,  in  the  vast  increase 
which  the  foreign  salt  trade  wonld  aasmne,  and 
the  reduced  price  of  Uie  salt  from  Turk's  Island, 
(a  British  possession,)  in  oonseonence  of  the  di- 
rect interconrse  with  that  islano,  or  rather  with 
the  five  hundred  Bahama  islands,  of  which  it  is 
the  chief,  the  average  price  at  New  Orleans 
would  be  six  and  a  qnarter  oenta;  freight  for 
salt,  as  under  cargo,  was  now  about  one-third 
of  a  cent  per  ponnd,  and  wonld  soon  he  brought 
by  the  great  boats,  during  the  spring  floods,  for 
one-fourth  of  a  cent.  Thus  wonld  the  price  of 
alum  salt,  at  LonisviUa,  be  reduced  to  about  26 
cents  a  basheL  Low  as  this  would  tie,  a  great 
proportion  of  the  Weatem  farmers  wonld  get  it 
on  still  better  terms.  Thonsanda  of  flat-bottomed 
,naviga 

production  of  the  farm  and  the  forest,  and  de- 
scending from  all  the  confluent  streams  of  the 
Hississippi,  visit  New  Orioana  eveir  winter. 
The  owners  are  their  own  &otors  and  commia- 
eion  merchants.  They  sell  ont  the  contents  of 
their  boat  (which,  moored  to  the  levee,  and 
labelled  with  its  contents,  eerves  for  warehonse, 
kitchen,  parlor,  and  bed-room)  in  the  coarse  of 
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the  winter  montlm,  when  they  could  do  bat 
little  at  hime ;  bny  their  groceries  in  the  spring, 
step  on  board  a  steamer  with  their  family  enp- 
pliea,  and,  for  six  dollars,  are  at  home  in  eight 
or  ten  days,  ready  to  commence  the  new  crop 
with  the  return  of  the  vernal  season.  To  all 
each  the  acqnisition  of  two  or  three  aacka  of 
pure  and  perfect  salt  would  be  nothing  bnt  the 
exchange  of  a  few  looae  vegetables,  which 
wonld  have  rotted  at  home. 

Kr.  B.  maintained  that  thesalttaxfell  heavi- 
est npon  the  laboring  claBsee,  and  npon  the  poor. 
They  used  most  salt  in  proportion  to  their 
wealth,  and  boogbt  at  a  disadvantage,  hecaose 
they  bought  in  a  pinch,  in  small  qoantidee,  at 
retail  prices,  raised  the  money  to  buy  it  ai  a 
saorifioe,  and  were  most  sabject  to  be  imposed 
npon,  both  as  to  weight,  quuity,  and  price.  It 
was  so  in  En^and ;  it  is  so  here.  Look  at  the 
English  teatimonyl  It  tells  yon  the  tax  was 
harder  upon  the  peasant  than  the  nobleman. 
Look  at  the  American  testimony  1  It  tells  yon 
that  the  people  in  remote  places — the  small  faxm- 
era,  remote  from  great  towns,  had  to  pay  the 
highest  priest^  received  the  scantiest  measure, 
and  sufiered  most  from  extortion  and  imposi- 
tion.  It  was  in  such  places,  and  among  such 
customers,  that  the  weighed  bnshel  of  fif^ 

tiounds  would  find  ample  accommodation  for 
odging,  in  a  half  boshel  measure;  that  the  old 
maty  steelyu^s  were  used,  that  would  not  pre- 
ponderate for  ten  pounds  in  fifty ;  that  the  defi- 
cient barrels  were  obliged  to  be  taken  at  the 
marked  weight ;  and  that  the  extortionate  prices 
of  one  and  two  dollars  for  these  scant  weight 
imsfaels,  equal  to  two  and  four  dollars  for  real 
measured  bushels,  and  that  for  w^-water  aalt 
impregnated  with  poisonous  ingrediento,  and 
only  half  the  stren^h  of  sea-water  salt,  were 
actnally  paid  by  the  helpless  people,  and  re- 
ceived by  the  relentless  monopolizers!  And 
yet,  in  the  face  of  these  damning  facta,  in  the 
idst  of  the  cries  of  these  suffering  people,  there 
a  scheme  on  foot,  not  only  to  resist  the  re- 
duction, but  to  effect  the  increase  of  this 
diabolical  taxi  to  nuse  it  from  ten  to  fifteen 

[Here  Hr.  B.  alluded  to  the  bill  in  the  Honse 
of  Kepresentatives,  to  increase  the  aalt  tax,  and 
thought  this  bill  ought  to  be  prodauned 
throoghont  the  West  by  a  herald  and  a  tnimpet, 
to  rouse  and  alarm  the  peo[de,  and  to  put  them 

1  their  guard  against  the  dangers  it  portended.] 

Besnlting  from  this  monopoly,  and  the  most 
degrading  of  its  conseqnences,  was  the  power 
to  ellowanoe  and  district  the  country  for  the 
consumption  of  salt.  The  Western  country  was 
districted  and  allowanced.  All  the  witnesses 
prove  the  mortifying  facL  Depots  are  estab- 
lished, and  agents  appointed  to  supply  each  dis- 
trict. No  competddon  is  permitted.  No  com- 
petition oan  come,  except  from  New  Orleans, 
and  that  in  the  season  of  high  water.  To  pre- 
vent the  fulness  of  the  anpply  from  operating 
u  the  highness  of  the  price^  the  invention  m 

dead  wells"  was  made,  and  a  multitude  of 
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veils,  rented  from  thdr  ownen,  h&ve  been  per- 
mittol  to  stand  idle.  N&7,  more;  a  farther 
uertion  of  this  inyentioa  hu  exhibited  the 
prodigy  of  welle  anppreesed — of  nnbom  weUf 
stifled  in  the  womb  <»  the  earth  bj  hiring  and 
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ewM, 
in  the  lupply,  exceea  in  the  price.  The  i 
117  was  starred  for  salt,  and  made  to  pay  donble, 
in  TKtoT  plaoee  qnadmple  its  value.  The  do~ 
meatie  «ipply  ia  not  equal  to  one-fifth  of  the 
deotand.  The  whole  quantity  made  in  the 
United  States,  as  proved  by  the  returns  of  the 
nlt-makers  themselveB  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treamry,  does  not  exoeed  five  millions  of 
bosheli;  while  the  oonBOmption  of  the  ocmntrT 
woald  reqnira  thirty  millions  The  whole  prod- 
uct of  the  Vest,  inolnding  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia and  the  Holston  works  in  Virginia,  do  not 
raeeed  two  and  a  half  millions  of  cmshela, 
weighed  bnshels;  each  of  wbioli  bashet,  with 
■  little  packing  and  heaping,  would  comfortably 
egtablish  itself  in  a  half  bnshel  maasore. 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  the  stock  alone  of  the 
United  States  wonld  require  twenty  miUtons  of 
bnihels.  He  bottomed  his  estimate  upon  the 
coniumption  in  England.  It  wan  there  proved 
Uut  the  stock,  independent  of  the  draught 
horsey  and  hc^a,  which  had  not  been  included 
in  tbe  estimate,  required  twenty-two  millions 
of  buih^  fifty-six  ponnds  to  the  hnsbel,  to 
npply  them  annoally.  He  felt  mortified  to 
know  the  number  of  stock  in  England,  for  he 
WIS  speaking  of  England  proper,  and  not  know 
the  number  in  the  Dnited  States.  He  regretted 
that  the  return  of  stock  was  not  included  in  the 
census — in  the  censna  made  by  State  anthority 
U  all  events — and  espe^^ally  in  the  Weat,  where 
■lock  constituted  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
veatth  of  the  people.  la  the  at^ence  of  scca- 
rate  information,  ne  must  proceed  npon  proba- 
ble data;  and,  as  the  United  States  was  more 
popolons  than  England,  ten  times  more  ezten- 
■ive,  and  the  keeping  of  stock  more  easy,  he 
vcnild  assume  the  stock  census  of  England  as 
fnnlshing,  not  the  orit«rion  of  nnmbers,  bat 
the  data  for  calculation ;  the  sheep  of  tbe  United 
Stitea  being  projiably  one-third,  cattle  and 
borses  donbtfal,  and  hogs  far  more  numerous. 
Assuming  this  calculation  tor  the  relative  num- 
ber of  stock,  the  necessity  for  salt  was 
rreater;  for  the  nse  of  green  food,  and  eepedal- 
ly  wild  grass,  was  more  nsnal  in  the  United 
States;  and  this  grass  wss  more  fresh,  or  free 
from  witness,  beeanse,  the  United  States  being 
s  continent,  and  not  an  island,  the  saline  dews 
which  corrected  the  AreshneBs  of  the  grass,  did 
not  extend  to  the  interior  States.  Assuming 
tbe  sheep  of  the  United  States  to  be  one-third 
pf  the  English  flock,  to  wit,  ten  millions  of  hasd, 
sad  allowing  to  each  sheep  the  EngU^  enpply, 
it  half  a  pound  a  week,  which  made  half  a 
bushel  a  year,  and  it  resnlted  that  the  sheep 
sloue  of  the  United  States  required  five  millions 
of  bushels  of  salt  per  annnm]  being  Just  as 
nuidi  as  the  domeMio  manu&otnrere  madel  so 


that  if  the  population  of  the  Union  should  be 
thrown  on  the  domestic  supply,  and  tbe  sheep 
supplied  first,  there  wonld  not  be  one  grain  left 
for  the  hogs,  horses,  cattle,  people,  and  the 
thonsand  uses  beude,  for  whion  salt  is  indis- 
pensable I  So  mnoh  for  the  domestic  supply  I 
It  had  been  computed  in  England  that  the  snp- 

Ely  of  salt  to  the  sheep  was  the  saving  of  six 
nndred  thonsand  head  from  dying  annually; 
the  loss  of  Western  stock  for  want  of  salt  can- 
not be  estimated.  Bat  it  is  a  point  for  West- 
ern farmers  to  think  Of.  Let  each  one  make 
the  oompntation  for  himael^  and  consider  what 
his  annual  loss  is  in  cattie,  hogs,  sheep,  and 
horses,  for  want  of  this  condiment  to  their  food ; 
this  medicine  for  their  health,  this  attraction 
against  running  wild;  and  then  estimate,  if  he 
can,  the  annual  aggregate  loss  of  the  nine  West- 
em  States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  B.  affirmed  that  the  stint  of  salt  was 
nniveraal  in  the  West ;  that  it  extended  to  all 
the  operations  of  the  farmer ;  that  it  even  ex- 
tended to  the  pots  and  tables  of  tbe  poor  I  He 
believed  that  sncb  an  instance  of  stint,  for  a 
necessary  of  life,  did  not  exist  among  the  ne- 
groes of  tbe  West  India  islands.  He  believed 
that  thoee  negroes  received  from  their  mastery 
ornel  as  many  of  them  were,  a  larger  and  better 
allowance  of  salt  than  the  average  of  Western 
fanners  received  from  the  inexorable  monopo- 
lists. Be  sud  the  entire  Weat  was  a  stock- 
raising  country.  The  farmers  there,  like  the 
patrioroliB  of  old,  estimated  their  wealth,  in  a 
3e,  by  the  number  of  their  flocks  and 
ifore  the  invention  of  steamboata,  this 
of  wealth  was  bnt  slishtly  and  imper- 
fectir  developed.  Want  of  salt  prevented  its 
development.  Common  salt  could  not  be  had 
in  snfficient  quantity  for  salting  the  stock.  Not 
a  pound  of  alum  salt  could  be  had  for  caring 
bacon,  preserving  butter  and  cheese,  and  pick- 
ling beef  and  pork.  Foreign  salt,  of  no  kind, 
conld  enter  the  vast  and  fertile  regions  of  the 
West.  Freight,  up  the  Mississippi,  in  keel 
boats  and  bvges,  was  seven  or  eight  cents  a 
ponnd — across  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  in 
wagons,  was  as  much  or  more  ;  and  then  com- 
meuced,  from  hard  necessity  and  from  absolnte 
want  of  alum  salt,  the  pemicions  and  impover- 
ishing practice  of  driving  oflf  beef  cattle  on  the 
hoof.  But  steamboats  famish  the  means  of 
relieving  this  necessity,  of  supplying  this  want, 
and  of  terminating  this  pernicious  practice. 
They  are  bringing  salt  from  New  Orleans  at  so 
low  a  freight,  that,  if  the  duty  was  off,  the  price 
to  the  purchasers,  in  tbe  central  parts  of  the 
Great  Valley,  and  that  of  the  pure  sea-made 
salt,  wonld  not  exceed  twenty-five  cents  per 
bnshel ;  while,  to  those  farmers  who  trade 
down  Uie  river,  the  price  could  not  exceed  three 
picaiUons,  This  cheap  importation  of  cheap 
salt — this  nnlimited  means  of  importing  it  at 
thirty-second  part  of  its  former  freight, 
was  the  greatest  blessmg  of  all  the  great  bless- 
ings whidi  tbe  wonderful  invention  of  steam- 
boats had  cWerred  npoQ  the  West    It  was 
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the  very  thing  which  was  lacking  to  give  fiill 
developmeDt  to  her  richest  vein  of  wealth — 
richer  than  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Fem— her 
stock  and  provision  trade  1  Providence,  of  its 
infinite  goodness,  and  to  crown  the  blesaingsof 
Uie  great  West,  sent  this  tniracnloos  inventjou 
to  give  ns  that  alone  which  was  wanting,  and 
never  conld  have  been  got  without  it;' the  pure 
mnriate  of  soda;  the  natnrol  cryst&llized  salt; 
the  native  nnnixedprodnotof  the  saa  and  sea; 
the  salt  of  Divine  manofactor; ;  as  niiioh  snpe- 
rior  to  artificial  fire-made  salt  as  the  works  of 
Qrod  are  superior  to  the  works  of  mant  Upon 
the  dispensation  of  snch  a  Providence,  it  was 
to  have  been  expected  that  the  Federal  Legisla- 
ture, to  whom  the  whole  power  of  regulating 
foreign  comraeroe  had  been  assigned  b;  the 
States,  whether  wisely  or  not,  time,  and,  above 
all,  the  continnanoe  of  the  salt  tax,  will  show, 
it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  the  Federal 
Legislatnre  (that  part  of  it  at  all  events, 
which  assnmed  to  be  the  particnlar  Mends  of 
domeetlo  industry)  wonld  have  ^ven  all  possi- 
ble aid  to  the  importation  of  this  Heaven-sent 
salt.  A  bounty  in  favor  of  the  ships  which 
bnraght  it,  would  have  rested  npon  the  same 
oonstitntional  constmction,  and  npon  infinitely 
greater  reasons  of  Jnstice  than  a  bounty  in  fa- 
vor of  vessels  which  bring  home  fish.  The 
greatest  exertions  might  bavo  been  expected  for 
the  enconragement  of  this  importation.  Every 
reason  which  the  head  oonld  conceive,  or  the 
tongue  could  utter,  sprung  forth  in  favor  of  the 
enoonragement ;  not  a  rangle  reason  that  craft 
and  cunning  oould  devise,  conld  be  arrayed 
against  it.  The  whole  vocabulary  of  the 
"  American  system "  fnmished  not  a  word 
ag^Dst  it ;  for  that  system  rests  upon  the  basis 
of  making  at  home,  and  furnishing  to  the  citi- 
zen, the  same  article,  better  and  cheaper  than 
the  imported  one  I  Well,  alnm  salt,  which  com- 
prehends all  crystallized  salt,  (and  all  salt  made 
by  the  sun,  and  none  other,  is  crystallized,) 
alnm  salt  is  not  made  in  the  United  States,  (a 
litUe  in  the  Northeast  excepted,)  not  a  pound 
of  it  is  mode  in  the  West,  nor  any  rival  to  It, 
nor  snbatitnte  for  it.  Bv  consequence,  it  oonld 
not  be  mode  cheaper  and  better  at  home  I  The 
"  American  system  "  was  for  it,  instead  of  be- 
ing against  it,  unless  it  is  intended  to  exclude 
the  indnstry  of  the  fanner,  who  raises  stock 
and  salt  provisions,  fhwa  the  industry  to  be 

frotected  by  that  system.  A  bounty  might 
ave  been  expected  in  favor  of  every  ship  tLat 
should  bring  sun-made  salt  to  New  Oneans. 
Instead  of  that,  what  have  we  seen  I  Federal 
legislation  actually  employed  to  keep  this  salt 
sway!  A  hostile  and  repulsive  tax  of  twenty 
cents  imposed  iraon  every  eight  cents'  worth  of 
this  indispensable  saltl  A  rec^nisition  npon 
Qio  ship  that  brings  it,  to  pay  twice  and  a  half 
its  value  into  the  coffers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment before  that  ship  is  allowed  to  land  it! 
Bond  and  security  required,  when  the  money 
cannot  be  pud  down  I  And  this  security  to  be 
exacted  trova  strangers  who  have  crossed  the 


wide  seas  to  exchange  their  surplus  salt  for  onr 
surplus  provisionsl  And,  in  conseqnence  of 
theee  heavy  and  merdless  exactions,  most  of 
the  ships  bring  stones  instead  of  salt — forced  to 
bring  stones  by  the  Fedwel  Qovemment,  and 
realizing  the  oompulsive  illustration  of  the 
strongest  reproach  contained  in  the  sacred  pages 
of  the  Holy  evangelists  I  They  wonld  brin^ 
salt  for  ballast  in  preference  to  stones,  if  tbe 
laws  wonld  permit  them.  Many  that  bring 
salt,  throw  it  overboard,  in  the  month  of  the 
HissisBtppi.  When  no  longer  needed  for  ballast, 
tliey  throw  it  into  the  river,  because  they  are 
neither  able  to  pay  the  duty  in  ready  money, 
nor  to  give  the  aeonrity  which  the  credit 
system  reqnires.  Is  this  imannation,  or  is  it 
reality  t  It  is  reality  1  And  no  longer-  ago 
than  the  last  summer,  the  tronbled  waves  of 
the  UissisBippi,  and  the  dark  ebadea  of  nud- 
night,  were  the  conscious  wttnesaee  of  this  Isin- 
entable  fact,  of  this  dire  operation  of  taxing  salt 
out  of  the  land  of  America  I  Mr.  B.  sud  he 
had  heard  of  this  sacrifice ;  this  new  species  of 
immolation,  not  to  propitiate  the  genius  of  the 
river,  but  to  appease  tiie  infernal  genins  of  the 
salt  tax,  soon  after  it  happened,  and  had  haA  it 
np  in  bis  memory  for  renfioation.  That  verifi- 
cation was  quickly  reotived ;  for  on  his  passage 
to  this  oity,  in  the  m<Hith  of  November  last,  he 
fell  in  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  with  the  sur- 
veyor and  inspector  of  the  portof  NewOrleana, 
M^or  Spotts,  formerly  of  the  army,  and  lately 
approved  by  the  Senate  both  as  a  military  and 
civil  officer,  and  from  him  received  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  fact.  Two  ships,  Mi^or  Spotts  was 
certMn,  bad  thrown  their  salt  overboard; 
others  he  suspected  of  having  done  so  I  These 
ships,  thus  enconntering  the  risk  of  forfeiting 
their  cargoes,  and  incurring  all  the  penaltiee  of 
violatins  the  revenae  laws,  in  addition  to  the 
loss  of  the  salt,  because  they  could  neither  pay- 
the  duties,  nor  give  the  seonrity,  nor  find  any- 
body to  receive  the  salt  as  a  gift,  with  a  tax  of 
twenty  cents  a  bushel  upon  it  1  At  that  very 
moment  the  whole  interior  of  the  West  snfier- 
ing  for  saltl  And  far  whose  benefit  are  these 
oppressions  practised?  For  the  benefit  of  a 
few  hundred  monopolizers  in  the  West,  and  a 
few  thousand  fishermen  in  the  Northeast! 
For  their  benefit,  the  repeal  of  the  odlons  tax 
is  not  only  resisted,  but  an  increase  of  the  op- 
pression is  actually  demanded  1 

Mr,  B.  drew  the  line  of  distinction  between 
good  and  bad  salt.  It  was  a  line  easy  to  be 
drawn,  for  it  was  the  line  between  the  works  of 
nature  and  the  works  of  man.  All  salt  tliat 
was  made  by  boiling,  no  matter  out  of  what 
water,  was  unpure  and  imperfect ;  for  the  agita- 
tion and  the  heal  prevented  crystalfimtitw,  and 
retdned  the  poisonous  ingredients  called  alack 
and  bittern ;  all  salt  made  by  the  power  of  the 
sun  was  pure  and  perfect ;  all  the  poisonoua  in- 
gredients having  setUed  to  the  bottom,  and  the 
salt  itself  forming  into  lumps  by  concretion  and 
crystallization.  The  artifldal  salt,  made  by 
boiling,  ia  good  for  many  porpoeee ;  for  salting 
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ctock,  praMTTing  hmj  and  fodder,  for  df^jr  nae 
in  fraah  mett  and  veKetitbles ;  and,  bj  help  of 
mnch  nncAe  and  long  drying,  will  save  bawm 
for  fiuoily  am.    The  natural,  san-made  salt  was 
indispensable  to  pioUing  beef  and  pork,  and 
to  coring  baoon,  bnttar,  and  obeeae  for  expor- 
tation, or  the  Southern  markets.    It  vae  of 
tlw  tax  npoa  this  latter  kind  of  salt  that  he 
conplaioed  m  uiQoh ;  a  kind  of  aalt  bo  indispen- 
nUe  to  the  provioon  trade  of  the  West,  and 
M  impowible  to  be  made  bj  the  domestio  manu- 
fketurera.     To  this  part  of  the  argoment  he  in- 
riled,  and  invoked,  and  almost  defied,  tbe  re- 
■poou  of  hia  opponenta.    The  fire-made  aalt 
would  not  anawer  tbe  n«at  parposea  of  the 
provisioQ  trade.    It  oonld  not  be  nsed  by  the 
.  proviaoD-onren,  if  preaented  to  tbem  aa  a  gift. 
Son-made  aalt  alone  would  answer.    It  mnat 
be  had,  cost  what  it  may ;  and  a  tax  apon  it 
via  an  i^preaaim  upon  tbe  people,  without  tbe 
poaaibilitj  of  prodnoinff  a  domestio  rapply  of 
the  same  article.    Tbe  domeatio  salt  would  not 
taiwer  1     All  the  teatimcKij  proved  this  great 
•ad  cardinal  faoL    He  woiUd  not  recapitulate 
that  leatinumy ;  bnt  wonld  refbr  to  the  oironm- 
■taoce  mentioned  bj  the  honorable  Mr.  Ljoa, 
of  the  IloDM  of  Bepreaentatives,  and  of  which 
be,  Ml.  B.,  was  also  witness — that  of  alnm  salt 
delivered  at  Uaysville,  in  Norember  last.    This 
Hit  had  eroesed  tbe  Gulf  of  Hesioo.    It  had 
Moended  the  Mie«mippi,  in  a  ship  to  New 
Orieani ;  then  to  Lonisville,  in  a  steamboat ; 
then  to  Hajsvilte,  in  a  keel  towed  by  a  steamer. 
It  had  toaveraed  a  thoDsand  miles  of  gnt^  and 
nineteen  hundred  miles  of  river  navigation,  to 
nich  ila  point  of  deUvery ;  aod  that  point  in 
tbe  inuneaiat«  naighborhood  of  the  great  Een- 
biwa  lalt  vorka  I  there  to  be  employed  in  salt- 
ing Eentadky  pork  for  exportation,  or  Southern 
eonnunpdon  1     How  overwhelming  and  con- 
duriva  the  b«re  annnndation  rf  sncb  a  preg- 
UDt  fact  1    And  that  no  oinmmstance  might 
Iw  lacking  to  complete  tbe  power  of  this  im- 
preanve  argninent  in  favor  of  foreign  salt,  the 
tompanj's  own  steamboat  bronght  it  I    Thns 
nwkuig  themselvee  pnhlio  and  ananswerable 
tritaeMes  to  the  total  inefficacy  of  their  own  aalt, 
ud  the  absolute  seoeastty  of  nsing  the  foreign  1 
Kr.  B.  ioaiated  that  the  bnrtbea  of  the  salt 
tax  npMi  the  Weat  was  aggravated  bv  oontrast ; 
br  la  the  Northeast  there  were  arawbacka, 
boaotiei,  and  allowaneea  which  more  than  in- 
demnified the  fishing  interetit  fbr  the  proportion 
of  tbe  tax  which  they  pirtd.    They  were  allowed 
to  draw  odt  of  the  Treanry,  at  tbe  end  of  each 
Tnr,  as  miiob  money  aa  had  been  paid,  or  sop- 
p)Md  to  have  been  ftii,  for  dntiee  on  the  salt 
<ni;^ed  In  coring  fish ;  and  nnder  this  Bj^tem 
of  drawbacks  and  allowances,  npwards  of  five 
nuUion*  of  dollars  had  already  been  drawn. 
pM  v^ilant  Beoretary  of  the  Treasury  (Ur. 
boHAif)  had  discovered  large  frauds  in  this 
^"■•iDesB,  say  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand 
dollan  in  a  tingle  year ;  bnt  tbe  laws  were  yet 
>a force;  and  while  they  continued,  tbe  leak 
Inm  the  Treasory  on  this  aoooont  must  still 
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amonnt  to  a  quarter  of  a  million  df  dollars  per 
annum.  The  Western  States  were  allowed 
nothing  in  tbe  way  of  drawback  of  duty  on 
the  beef  and  pork  exported  by  them.  These 
States,  therefore,  felt  the  unmitigated  weight 
of  the  tax,  while  to  their  friends  in  the  Korth- 
eaat  it  was  actually  a  money-making  business. 
This  was  unequal  and  nitjust  in  the  extreme. 
Tbe  constitution  declared,  and,  if  it  did  not, 
the  first  principle  of  equity  wonld  declare,  that 
taies  should  be  equal  and  uniform  tbrongbont 
tbe  Union.  But  this  equality  was  destroyed 
when  the  tax  was  refundea  to  oneqnarter  and  not 
refunded  to  another.  It  was  the  same  thing  aa 
the  law  imposing  it,  the  levy  of  the  tax 
should  be  by  sections,  omitting  one  section 
entirely  from  the  operation  of  tbe  levy.  It 
would  be  better  in  this  case  to  levy  by  seo- 
tioDS,  because  it  haa  been  proved  at  tbe  Treoa- 
tiry  that  a  certain  section  draws  back  more 
than  it  pays — more  than  it  wonld  have  been 
exempted  from,  if  the  levy  had  not  reached  it. 
This  baaineaa  of  refunding  the  salt  tax  to  a  part 
of  the  oommnnity,  proves  the  impolicy  of  levy- 
ing it  at  all :  for  If  it  is  refunded  to  a  part,  jus- 
tice requires  it  should  be  refunded  to  all ;  and, 
if  it  be  refunded  to  all,  where  is  the  sense  in 
levying  it  I  Tbe  people  of  the  Northeast,  with 
whom  salted  fish  is  a  predominant  food,  have  u 


drawback  of  the  duty  allowed  them;  the  peo- 

Ele  of  the  South  and  West,  with  whom  sidt«d 
aeon  is  a  predominant  food,  have  no  draw- 
back ;  and  thns  tbe  operation  of  the  law  la  un* 
equal  aa  well  as  oppressive.  The  remedy  for 
the  whole  is  to  abolish  the  tax,  and  all  tbe 
Buperstmctore  of  drawbacks,  bounties,  and 
allowaneea,  which  rest  upon  iL 

The  farmers,  continued  Ur.  B.,  are  the  class 
most  interested  in  tbe  abolition  of  this  tax; 
they  feel  it  to  the  quick;  and  be  oonld  not 
allude  to  that  meritorious  class  of  citizens 
without  tbe  deepest  feelings  of  sympathy  and 
concern.  The^  were  the  soul  and  body  of  the 
country.  Their  labora  supplied  all  the  ele-  - 
menta  of  subsistence  to  man  and  beast  Their 
names  were  to  be  found  upon  every  list  of  con- 
tribution to  the  public  service.  They  were 
found  npon  the  tax  list  the  muster  roll,  the  Jury 
panel,  tlie  road  list,  tne  bridge  list,  and  every 
other  list  which  exacted  the  payment  of  money 
or  the  performance  of  serrice.  There  was  but 
one  list  on  which  their  names  were  not  to  be 
found,  and  that  was  the  list  of  offloe  I  Farmers 
and  offloes  seldom  get  t(M;ether.  Their  station 
in  the  body  politio  waa,  front  rank  for  service, 
rear  rank  for  reward.  Suraly,  a  body  of  men 
so  nnmerona,  and  so  meritorious,  so  ready  to  do, 
and  to  snfi'er  fbr  the  Qovemment,  and  so  back- 
ward to  ask  favors  from  it,  ought  at  least  to  be 
uninjured  by  the  Government.  Laws  should 
not  be  made  agwnst  them,  if  they  are  not  made 
tat  them.  Fair  play,  at  least,  should  be  their 
portion.  Tbe  "  (awM*  nou*  fain" — "  lot  us 
alone" — should  be  their  ready  'granted  prayer. 
Yet,  how  atanda  the  aocomit  with  the  Federal 
Government  t      Their  produce   loaded  witli 
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datieB  in  foreign  coantries — Tirtaslly  excluded 
from  manj  of  tham— by  the  total  f^nre'of 
OongreeH  to  make  guj  fttMtiipt  to  regulate  for- 
eign commerce  according  to  ttie  power  granted 
in  the  conBtitntian,  uid  the  declared  intention 
of  the  States  in  conferring  that  power  upon 
Congress  I  An  indispenMible  iDgredient,  not 
onlj  in  their  wealth,  but  in  tlieir  living,  and 
only  to  be  obt^ned  from  abroad,  loaded  with 
the  dnty  of  three  times  its  value,  before  thej 
can  use  It  at  home  I  The  Oidf  of  Mexico  ia 
Batnrated  with  the  pnrest  salt.  Two  tbonsand 
islands  abound  with  it  The  Bahamas  slone, 
about  five  hnndred  in  namber,  of  which  Tark's 
Island  is  the  chief,  lying  in  the  very  channel  to 
New  Orleans,  conld  glat  the  valley  of  the  Missia- 
sippi  at  a  picullon  a  bnehel.  These  islanders 
wantonr  provisions;  we  want  their  salt;  bat  the 
Federal  Oovemment  gets  between  the  parUce, 
and,  by  a  total  neglect  of  the  power  to  rega1at« 
foreign  commerce,  and  a  manifest  abase  of  the 
power  to  laj*  duties,  obstniots  and  prevents 
the  natural  and  beneficial  exchange  of  com- 
modities to  which  the  wants  and  snperfliiities 
of  the  respective  parties  so  poweriblly  attract, 
and  BO  urgently  invite  them.  The  same  with 
land.  The  Federal  Government  has  eot  all 
the  land.  Invested  with  the  whole  dom^ 
by  the  improvidence  of  the  Southern  States,  it 
becomes  the  doe  in  the  manger,  and  reAises  to 
let  the  fanners  have  for  its  value  what  itself 
cannot  oae.  Bnt,  to  confine  these  reflections 
to  the  matter  in  hand :  The  Gulf  of  Ueiico  is 
full  of  salt ;  the  Western  farmers  want  it ;  they 
are  debarred  its  use;  and  that  by  a  Govern- 
ment whose  taxes  they  pay,  whose  battles  they 
fight,  whose  burdens  they  bear,  and  whose 
favors  they  seldom  receive.  We  have  a  Com- 
mittee on  Agricnlture,  so  styled,  at  least,  wheth- 
er by  way  of  antithesis  was  not  for  him  (Mr. 
B.)  to  say;  oertwn  it  was,  the  name,  if  not  the 
design,  of  the  committee  should  have  put  them 
at  the  bead  of  all  the  measures  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  salt  taxes,  and  reduction  of  the  price 
of  refuse  lands.  He  felt  himself  to  be  doing 
the  hunness  of  that  committee,  and  hoped  they 
would  soon  be  found  fellow -laborers  and  co- 
operators  together. 

Farmers,  and  all  the  departments  of  agricul- 
ture, are  the  chief  sufferers  by  the  salt  duty ; 
but  they  are  not  the  sole  sufferers.  Manufac- 
turers suffer  also ;  and  it  was  computed  by  Sir 
Thomas  Bernard,  one  of  the  witnesses  examined 
by  the  Committee  of  the  British  Houseof  Com- 
mons, that  the  manufacturers  of  England  were 
snnnallyinjuredtothe  amount  of  the  tax  derived 
from  salt.  Various  manufacturers  require  this 
article,  either  in  its  proper  shape,  or  as  a  chem- 
ical preparation.  The  hard  soap  alone  made  in 
England  was  computed  to  require  two  thou- 
sand tons  of  mineral  alkali  per  annum;  and 
this  alkali  is  obtained  by  a  chemical  process, 
^ther  from  salt  in  its  proper  state,  or  from  the 
salt  contiuned  in  barilla  and  kelp.  To  procure 
.two  thoosandtonsof  alkali  must  require  amuoh 
greater  number  of  tons  of  salt.    The  barilla 
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only  yields  seventeen  per  cent,  of  alkali,  and 
kelp  six  per  cent.  The  decompoai^on  of  the 
salt  itself  is  the  cheapest  mode  of  procuring  the 
alkali ;  and  this  salt  is  taxed  two  or  three  times 
its  value  iu  the  United  States,  so  that  the  Fede- 
r^  Government  has  actually  established  a  tax 
upon  cleanliness  I  for,  without  eosp,  people 
cannot  he  clean ;  and,  without  salt,  they  cannot 
have  soap.  The  Committee  on  Manufactures 
ought  to  pursue  this  suti}ect.  Their  learned 
labors,  their  acientifio  researches,  th^  prootioal 
knowledge,  their  access  to  the  fountain  heada 
'  '  formation,  their  seal  in  the  canse,  would 
le  them  to  give  in  a  list  of  some  fifty  man- 
ufactures in  which  salt,  or  its  chemical  preparn- 
tions  of  alkali,  moriatic  acid,  oxy-mnriatio  add, 
bal  ammoniac,  tas.,  &«.,  Ac.,  is  ludispenEaUy  ■ 
necessary.  To  that  committ«e  is  resigned  this 
branch  of  the  subject ;  and  the  confident  belief 
may  be  eutertwned  Uiat,  at  the  proper  time, 
this  zealous  committee — this  committee  no  less 
capable  than  lealouB — will  come  forward  with 
mathematical  demonstration  to  prove  that  the 
(It  tax  is  on  injury  to  manufactnres  to  the 
full  extent  of  its  own  amount,  say  a  miUion  of 
dollars  per  annmn;  and  that  tiie  prosperity 
of  manufactares  loudly  demaada  its  totd  and 
instant  repeal. 

Every  interest  cries  aloud ;  the  joint  intereots 
of  agriculture  and  manufactures  clamor  to- 
gether for  the  repeal  of  this  tax.  It  is  a  tax 
upon  the  entire  economy  of  natare  and  art, 
upon  man  and  upon  i>east,  npon  life  and  upon 
health,  upon  ctmifbrt  and  luxury,  upon  wont 
and  superfluity,  npon  food  and  raiment,  open 
washing  and  deanlinese!  A  tax  which  no 
economy  can  avoid,  no  poverty  can  shnn,  no 
privation  eeoape,  no  cnnning  elude,  no  forco 
resist,  no  dexterity  avert,  no  prayers  can  depre- 
cate, no  curses  repulse  I  It  is  a  tax  which  in- 
vades the  entire  dominion  of  hnman  operatdcoa, 
falling  with  its  greatest  weight  upon  the  weak- 
est and  most  helpless.  It  is  the  tax  which 
tyranny  invented,  in  the  worst  ages  of  the 
world,  to  force  from  the  cultivator  of  the  soil, 
to  wring  from  the  clenched  fist  of  penary,  ta 
extract  from  the  mouth  of  hunger,  the  last 
unwilling  contribution  of  vassals  to  lords.  Tlie 
tories  introduced  it  iuto  England  above  a  hnn- 
dred years  ago.  Our  necessities  compelled  us 
to  resort  to  it,  in  a  small  degree,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  Government.  The  Federal 
Administration  of  1798  ran  it  np  to  its  highest 
amount.  Jefferson  overthrew  it.  The  war  of 
IBIS  compelled  us  to  resort  to  it  agun.  Now, 
we  have  no  war,  no  Federal  Administration,  no 
necessity,  and  the  disciples  of  Jefferson  are  in 
power.  The  English  whigs  have  overturned 
this  tory  tax  in  England ;  cannot  whig  republi- 
cans overturn  it  here! 

Mr.  B.  repeated,  with  energy  and  Mophasis, 
and  wished  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  tienaia, 
and  of  all  America,  fully  on  the  cireumstaocek 
that  the  British  Parliament  had  totatiy  repealed 
the  salt  duties  of  Great  Britain.  Tlie  informa- 
tion collected  by  the  Cummittee  of  the  Honae  of 
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OonuDoiu,  in  1818,  effected  the  immediate  over- 
Haow  of  these  dnties.  The  Eiug's  miniBtera 
vithdren-  their  opposition,  impoggible  hs  it  was 
for  (he  treasar?  to  do  without  the  product  of 
the  duties,  and  difficult  as  it  was  to  ^nd  a  new 
article  of  taxatjoo  on  which  the  araount  might 
be  levied ;  bub  they  witiidrew  their  oppoaitioo, 
tud  the  bill  for  the  repeal  went  through  both 
HiHuea  without  further  debate,  and  received 
tlie  approbation  of  the  King  the  next  daj. 
Thin  is  what  was  done  upon  the  prayers  of  the 
people,  in  a  country  where  the  people  ore  very 
imperfectly  represented  in  one  branch  of  the 
Legislstore,  not  represented  at  all  in  the  other, 
ud  where  the  chief  magistrate  who  approves 
the  act  is  an  hereditary  ruler ;  where  the  necee- 
lily  for  the  tax  was  urgent ;  where  the  domestic 
supplyof  aitificialsaltwasabundaut;  where  the 
nunafactflrers  of  thU  salt  clamored  for  protec- 
tirai ;  but  where  the  voice  of  the  people  was  heard, 
tod  ivety  minor  interest  made  to  yield  to  that 
■aered  voice.  He  quoted  this  example,  and  dwelt 
npoait:  for  he  held  it  to  be  impossible  that  the 
lepnblicaa  Congresa  of  the  United  States,  with- 
ODtasmglereetruningmotive  which  operated  in 
Great  Britain,  could  refuse  to  do  for  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  what  King,  Lords,  and  Oom- 
moos  had  done  for  the  subjecta  of  the  BriUah 

Ur.  B.  then  Explained  the  provisions  of  his 
bin.  He  said  it  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to 
nuke  the  reduction  to  ten  oenta  (now  provided 
for  by  law)  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  April 
filming,  instead  of  the  last  day  of  December 
'Deil  The  last  day  of  December  happened  to 
be  the  most  unfavorable  season  that  could  be 
fosDd  in  the  whole  year.  It  was  "  the  day 
after  the  f«ast."  Hog-killing  time,  which 
cnoted  the  great  demand  for  salt,  waa  just 
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r,  w  that  uie  dnty  was  kept  npto  the  very 
*   it  it  pressed  hardest.     The  true  see 
[1  for  the  reduction  to  take  effect  was  tli 


fpring,  the  month  of  April,  when  the  rivers  of 
the  West  were  all  flooded,  and  the  returning 
Keamboata,  and  the  citizens  who  had  gone 
down  to  New  Orleans  on  trading  voyages,  coold 
liriog  np  aopplies  for  the  ensuing  fall.  The 
•econd  reduction  in  the  bill  was  to  take  effect 
Id  ApriL  1839,  and  the  duty  to  cease  entirely 
ia  April,  1883 — reqniriii^  about  two  years  to 
complete  the  entire  abolition  of  the  tax.  This 
was  a  alow  process  compared  to  what  took  place 
in  ICr.  Jeneroon's  time.  The  whole  tez  was 
then  abolished  at  two  reductions,  and  both 
luade  in  one  tingle  year ;  and,  while  that  great 
friend  of  the  people  remained  at  the  head  of 
iffaira,  no  more  salt  tax  waa  heard  of  in 
America.  Mr.  B.  hoped  that  this  would  soon 
be  the  case  again ;  that  two  or  three  years 
more  would  exhibit  this  favored  land  emanci- 
pated from  the  salt  tax,  and  enable  every  farmer 
to  give  food  to  his  family,  salt  to  his  stock,  and 
lend  his  provisions  to  market^  withont  paying  a 
daily  and  hourly  tax  to  the  Federal  GoTemment. 
Ur.  B.  would  make  no  apology  for  detaining 
the  Swiote  on  this  subjeot.    Ua  knew  it  was 


felt  by  mon^  as  an  intrusion.  Other  operations 
had  gotten  mto  fashion,  and  suffered  impatient- 
interruption,  while  an  hour's  attention  waa 
claimed  for  the  people.  Btill  he  would  make 
Bo  apology.  He  stood  upon  his  rights,  which 
gave  him  authority  to  discuss  the  affurs  of  the 
people.  He  took  post  upon  the  words  of  the 
constitution,  which  created  the  Congress  for 
the  express  purposes  of  legislation.  He  knew 
himself  to  be  backed  by  those  whose  hacking 
was  worth  having ;  he  felt  himself  to  be  cheered 
by  thoee  plaudits  which  were  nnbonght  and  . 
unpurchasable.  He  should  prooeed  as  long  (u 
he  felt  that  backing  and  heard  that  cfaeermg. 
He  would  proceed,  with  the  blessing  of  God 
and  the  approbation  of  the  people,  nntil  two 
great  oljecte  should  be  accomplished — till  the 
salt  tax  was  abolished,  and  the  price  of  refuse 
land  reduced  I 

Kr.  Bmitb,  of  Ud.,  made  a  few  remarks  on 
the  subject.  He  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
repealing  the  duty  on  salt,  and  had  already  in- 
troduced a  bill  repealing  the  dntjes  on  that 
article,  among  many  others ;  but  that  he  should 
be  compeUea  to  vote  against  the  bill  nnlesa 
amended,  inasmuch  as  it  contemplated  a  repeal 
of  the  duty  on  alum  salt  alone,  which  waa  pro- 
duced nowhere  but  at  Turk's  Island,  while  salt 
imported  from  all  other  places,  England  in 
particular,  would  be  excluded  from  its  I>enefit8. 

Ur.  Benton  rose  to  reply,  when  he  waa 
intermpted  by  the  Psssmurr,  who  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  bill  could  not,  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  be  introduced  while 
there  was  a  bill,  the  one  noticed  by  the  genlle- 
man  from  Maryland,  contemplating  the  same 
measure,  lying  on  the  teble. 

Mr.  Bbhton  replied,  that  the  bill  he  sought 
to  introduce  was  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
a  particular  kind  of  salt,  alnm ;  while  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Uaryland,  was  to  repeal 
the  duty  on  salt  in  generaL  He,  therefore, 
thought  the  measures  were  essentially  different. 

The  PBBamBKT  decided  that  the  object  of 
both  bills  as  to  the  article  of  salt,  was  precisely 
the  same;  and  that  the  leave  asked  by  ttia 
gentleman  from  Uisaouri  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Bkhton  said  he  felt  so  confident  of  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion  he  liad  formed,  and 
BO  deeply  impressed  with  the  impori«nce  of  the 
measnre,  that  he  must  appeal  to  the  Senate 
from  the  decision  of  the  Onair. 

H>.  EouiKB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
this  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  Haiti's  observed  that  the  question  of 
order  which  had  just  arisen  was  a  new  and 
important  one.  &&  he,  and  he  believed  other 
Senators,  wished  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  the  rules  of  the  Senate  before  Tolina 
on  the  question,  he  hoped  the  sabjeot  would, 
by  general  consent,  be  lud  on  the  table ;  which 
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Congress,  a  report  wu  received  from  the  Post- 
master General,  and.  In  couseqneDce  of  the  ab- 
Bence,  Hi  the  time  of  its  receipt,  of  the  sentle- 
msD  who  made  the  caJI,  it  waa  l^d  on  the  ta- 
ble. He  now  moved  that  tbe  report  be  piiated 
for  the  nae  of  the  Senate,  The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Porf  Office  D^artment  Intutigation. 

The  resolntlon  declaring  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  eiamiae  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Poet  Office  Department,  were  not 
anthorized  to  call  before  them  persons  removed 
from  office,  for  tlie  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
oanses  of  tiieir  removal,  was  again  token  up. 

Mr.  HsKOBiDKB  (another  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry)  next  rose.  Ho  said  be  wonld 
detain  the  Senate  with  a  verv  few  remarks ; 
and,  but  for  a  notice  by  the  chairman,  of  cer- 
tun  proceedings  of  the  committee,  when  he 
was  not  present,  be  did  not  know  that  he 
should  have  mingled  at  all,  at  this  time,  in  the 
debate.  Absence  from  the  committee,  at  any 
time,  might,  unexplained,  be  considered  a  dere- 
liction of  duty,  with  which  he  did  not  feel  him- 
aelf  in  the  least  degree  chargeable.  It  was ' 
well  known  to  the  churman,  as  well  as  to  the 
other  members  of  the  committ«o,  that,  previons 
to  any  knowledge  of  the  meeting  allnded  to, 
he  had  been  notified  to  meet  the  Oommitt«e  on 
Indian  Affairs,  a  standing  committee  of  the 
Senate,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  This  fiict 
he  had  commnnicated  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Select  Committee,  before  the  meeting  had  been 
called.  This  mnch  he  had  thought  proper  to 
saj,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  his  ab- 
sence from  the  committee  that  morning.  , 

It  was  not  his  pnrpoee,  stud  llr.  H.^  to  go  into 
an  eiamioation  then  of  the  condition  of  the 
Qeneral  Post  Office,  for  that  was  a  duty  con- 
fided to  the  committee,  which  had  not  yet  been 
performed ;  that,  on  the  fragments  of  testimo- 
ny oa  yet  before  the  committee,  he,  for  one, 
wonld  not  form  any  definite  opinion,  and  he 
wonld  not  ppojndge  the  (use.  The  committee 
had  closed  the  testimony  on  no  one  nngle 
point.  The  testimony  of  Abraham  Bradley, 
the  flrrt  witness,  hod  not  been  closed.  T£i,  H. 
here  spoke  of  the  late  Postmaster  General,  and 
siud,  tiiat  of  him  he  had  a  most  exalted  opin- 
ion. He  believed  him  to  be  an  honest  man ; 
an  npright  and  affloient  officer.  He  remarked 
tiiat  as  to  the  present  Postmaster  General,  he 
would  not,  at  this  time,  ^ass  either  censure  or 
eology;  ^at  in  doing  either  he  shoold  feel 
himself  pr^adring  the  esse  before  the  evidence 
had  been  heard.  The  committee  had  a  large 
field  before  them ;  had  taken  as  yet  but  little 
testimony,  compared  with  that  thought  neces- 
sv} ;  and  tbffi:  so  far  there  was  no  testimony 
before  the  committee  to  criminate  the  Postmas- 
ter General.  This  remark  he  thought  proper 
to  make;  for,  from  the  joornal  of  the  commit- 
tee, frequently  referred  to,  he  had  been  seen 
voting  vei^  broad,  and  almost  nnlimited  inqni- 
ries,  answers  to  which  might  eerionsly  impli- 


cate the  Postmaster  General ;  inquiries  of  which 
the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hamp- 
shire had  complained  to  the  Senate.  He 
had,  at  the  instance  of  the  cbdrman,  voted  in- 
terrogatories, based  on  the  allegations  of  per- 
sons unknown  and  unnamed  to  the  committee ; 
he  had  sanctioned  questions  which  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  very  necessary,  because  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  thought  them  so,  and  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  say  that  this  course  was 
not  based  on  any  testimony  ^vea  to  the  com- 
mittee, of  existing  maladministration  in  the  de- 
partment, but  was  taken  in  order  to  give  fre« 
and  expanded  scope  to  the  examination,  that 
misdemeanor,  if  it  existed,  might  be  ferreted 
ont,  or,  that  romor  with  her  hundred  tongnes 
might  be  hashed  into  silence.  Justioe  required 
this  to  prevent  erroneous  impresnons  from  the 
course  ne  was  pursuing;  'and  while  he  thus 
acted,  and  ahonld  now  vote,  against  the  prt^o* 
sition  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  uid  wi^ 
the  inquiry  to  progress,  be  shoidd  feel  himsdf 
bound,  now,  and  at  all  times,  to  do  justice. 

He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  thus  far  exhibited 
before  the  Senate ;  fbr  it  had  been  agreed,  that 
until  they  ehonld  be  given  in  the  form  of  a  re- 
port, thej  should  remsin  exclusiveljr  with  the 
committee.  Hut  of  this  be  wonld  not  com- 
plin, for  every  thing  done  by  him  in  commit- 
tee bad  been  done  &om  the  honse  top,  and  noth- 
ing for  conoeslment.  The  chairman,  howevM', 
had  tbooght  proper  to  snggest,  and  somewhat 
in  the  tone  of  complaint,  that  a  modification  of 
one  question,  calling  on  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral for  the  causes  of  removal,  had  been  made. 
He  says  that,  in  the  interroffstory  referred  to, 
the  causes  of  removal,  in  each  individool  case, 
are  not  required,  and  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral is  requested  to  classify  the  causes  for  brev- 
ity's soke.  Ur.  H.  said  he  had  voted  for  this 
modification,  wisbins  to  make  a  report  at  the 
present  session,  and  oelleving  that  without  the 
modification  it  would  be  impos^ble  for  tiie  I>e- 
partment  to  answer  the  caU  before  the  4th  of 
March.  How  correct  he  was  in  that  opinion, 
the  communication  from  the  department  to  the 
committee  would  show. 

In  oondnsien,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  the  whole 
matter  had  confirmed  him  in  a  belief  of  tiie 
correctness  of  his  vote,  ori^nally  ^ven,  for  re- 
ferring this  examination  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee. That  was  the  committee  which  ought 
to  have  been  charged  with  this  duty.  With 
the  affairs  of  that  department,  the  standing 
committee  most  necessarily  be  more  familiar 
than  the  Select  Committee  could  possibly  be. 
It  was  their  ordinary  business  and  duty  to  ex- 
amine into  and  understand  the  condition  of  the 
General  Post  Offioe.  To  a  Select  Committee  the 
whole  business  was  entirely  new. 

From  what  bad  been  said  it  would  readilv  be 
seen  that  the  committee  were  employed  m  » 
most  laborious  examination;  and  should  the 
Senate  pass  the  resolution  of  tlie  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  the  oommittee  wonld  be  relieved 
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froEQ  mnch  of  its  burden.  He  could  not,  how- 
tver,  Tote  for  the  resolution.  He  entered  apoa 
the  duties  reqaired  of  the  committee  vith  great 
rtkctance,  but,  having  proceeded  Uins  far,  he 
VIS  iDcliDed  to  go  tbroDgh.  Let  os  not,  said 
Ur.  H.,  VHste  the  time  of  tbe  Senate  in  debat- 
ing tbe  matter  now.  The  Senator  from  Belu- 
w»re  was  the  first  who  moved  in  this  business. 
He  bad  repeatedly  E^d  that  there  was  good 
ressooforbelieviugin  tbe  maladministration  of 
the  department,  and  said,  let  na  have  light.  He 
iroold  not  nndertube,  at  tliis  time,  to  sa;  anj 
thing  aboat  the  maladminiatration  of  the  de- 
partment, bnt  with  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
be  wonld  vote  against  the  reaolntion  before  the 
Senate,  and  proceed  in  the  business  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  wunld  not  consent  to  stop  at  the 
present  point,  and  publish  this  discnssion  to  the 
world,  to  become  a  political  teit-book,  instead 
rf  aDIheatio  facts  and  testimony.  Something 
had  been  Mid  in  committee  about  large  eitra 
allowances  to  contractors  in  this  neighborhood. 
This  allegation  he  wished  to  inquire  into.  Sng- 
gestions,  too,  had  been  mode  of  similar  impro- 
prieties in  tbe  State  he  had  tbe  Iionor  to  repre- 
sent Tliis  matter  be  wished  to  know  all  aboat. 
He  was  anxious  to  know  if  there  were  any  se- 
riODS  evil  in  the  department  \  any  thing  seri- 
onsljr  to  militate  against  the  passage  of  the 
post  rente  bill,  now,  and  last  session  too,  bo- 
fore  Congreos.  The  department  should,  if  pos- 
■ible,  tastma  its  own  weight  Ho  was  far, 
bawever,  from  believing  that  it  ought  to  i)e 
looked  to  OS  a  source  of  rcvenne.  Intelligence, 
and  tbe  coaveniencB  of  the  people,  were  its 
chief  objecta.  He  was  anxious  that  the  post 
route  bill  should  pass,  and  for  one,  if  that  meas- 
ure were  necessary,  he  would  vote  an  appropria- 
tion to  meet  the  expense,  it  was  his  wish  that 
the  new  settlements  of  his  own  State  should  be 
supplied  with  the  mall,  and  in  that  point  of 
view  felt  an  interest  in  the  whole  matter  which 
others  might  not  feel. 

Kr.  CuiTiox  again  took  the  floor.  It  is, 
uid  he,  with  unfeigned  reluctance  that  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  again  engaging  in  a  discussion 
of  aresolutionof  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  Laboring  as  I  do  at  this  time  under 
considerable  indisposition,  it  woold  be  mnch 
raore  agreeable  to  my  feelings,  if  consistent 
with  my  sense  of  duty,  to  snfiVr  those  who 
ori^noted  this  debate  to  "form  their  pcditical 
text-book  for  the  year,"  as  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  has  phrased  i^  without  any  attempt  on 
my  part  to  mar  its  beauties  or  correct  its  er- 
ror* ;  but  the  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  aditress  to  the  Senate  on  this  subject  have 
been  so  grossly  perverted,  and  the  re^  state  of 
t!i«  fmida  of  the  Post  Office  Bepartjnent,  as 
tbey  ^>pear  from  tbe  documents  before  us,  has 
been  eo  incorrectly  represented  by  the  mem- 
bers from  Now  Hampshire  and  Tennessee, 
^iemif.  WooDBUBT  and  Qboxdi,)  that  I  am 
again  compelled  to  trespass  upon  tbe  indul- 
girnce  of  tliis  honorable  body. 

His  (llr.  GaUNDx'a)  reasoning  to  screen  the 


Postmaster  General  from  this  investigation 
proves  too  muoh.  It  would  prevent  us  from 
examining  the  conduct  of  oil  tnose  subordinate 
officers  of  this  Government,  who  are  as  liable  to 
impeachment  as  the  Pre^dent  or  chiefs  of  depart- 
ments. The  gentleman  from  Maine  has  Justly 
remarked  that  the  6enat«  is,  for  some  purposes,  a 

Judicial,  for  others  an  executive,  and  for  others  a 
epslative  body.  It  eiercisesoJl  the  powers  inci- 
dent to  each  of  these  capacities,  independently  of 
others.  Was  it  ever  heard  that  the  Senate  for- 
bore to  couucil  and  advise  the  President  in  their 
executive  character,  because  they  might  thereby 
prejudge  matters  which,  by  possihtlity,  might 
afterwards  be  submitted  to  them  as  legislators  t 
Should  we  refuse  to  hear  a  word  to  convince  na 
of  tbe  necessity  of  passing  an  act  to  prevent, 
by  increasing  the  penalties  for  extortion  in  our 
public  officers,  because  we  might  be  called  upon 
to  try  them  as  judges!  Did  we  refuse  to  de- 
cide m  ourjudiciol  capacity  a  question  of  con- 
tempt, because  such  a  bill  as  has  since  been  in- 
troduced, to  regulate  the  Law  of  contempt, 
misht  be  brought  before  us  i  The  argnment, 
if  it  deserves  tiie  name  of  one,  would  subvert 
the  power,  and  obstmct  the  whole  acUon  of 
the  Senate.  In  all  such  cases  the  objection  of 
prejodgiugis  met  and  crushed  by  the  antagoniz- 
ing consideration,  that  our  duty  to  the  people. 
and  our  oaths  to  support  tbe  magna  cbarta  of 
their  liberties,  require  of  us  to  close  every  av- 
enue against  the  possible  abuse  of  power,  and 
to  expow  and  restrain  every  encroachment  upon 
their  rights.  Sir,  there  are,  perhaps,  a  hundred 
cases  appearing  on  our  records,  in  which  in- 
quiries nave  been  made  hero  into  abuses  of  the 
Government,  for  the  purposes  of  legiglatioD ; 
and  it  is  not  too  mnch  to  say  that  this  is  the 
first  time,  in  the  history  of  U)is  body,  when 
such  an  ol^ectibo  has  been  advanced  to  screen  a 
public  officer  from  a  fair  and  full  investigation 
of  the  principles  which  have  regulated  his  ofB- 
ciol  conduct.  It  is  no  less  striking  than  novel, 
too,  that  the  friends  of  the  Postmaster  Genera] 
shonld  betray  such  great  senaitiveness,  lest  the 
examination  of  the  committee  should  lead  to 
bis  impeachment.  When  that  committee  was 
appointed  in  the  early  part  of  this  session,  it 
was  vanntingly  urged  by  his  friends  here,  that 
they  defied  tbe  investigation,  and  conrted  the 
inquiry.  Their  cry  was,  "none  but  tbe  galled 
jade  winces."  "  Examine  every  thing  and  yon 
will  find  all  right."  The  original  resolution  di- 
recting the  inquiry  into  the  entire  management 
of  the  department,  was  adopted  with  an  air  of 
triumph,  tbongb  the  anxiety  to  avoid  the  scrn- 
tiny  of  a  Select  Committee  did  not  very  well 
comport,  as  I  thought  then,  air,  with  the  lofty 
and  sounding  phrases  which  accompanied  it. 
When  the  trial  begins,  we  see  that  a  new  light 
is  saddenly  shed  on  the  question  then  dedded. 
A  port  of  the  power  which  was  delegated  to 
the  committee^  must  be  now  revoked.  The 
light  begins  to  shine  too  brightly,  and  the  cry 
is,  wfi  ore  afraid  you  will  disclose  impeachable 
matter.    In  other  words,  the  fear  is,  that  tlio 
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Postmaster  General  has  so  gross];  violated  the 
low  and  the  constitution,  that  if  we  anffer  yonr 
committee  to  examine  his  principles  of  official 
action,  with  e.  view  to  restrun  him,  we  msj  be 
compelled  to  try  him  on  an  impeachment  1  I 
will  not  deny  this,  air,  becanse  it  has,  doubUess, 
been  permitted  to  these  gentlemen  to  learn 
mach  more  of  the  aecreta  of  his  department 
than  myself;  and,  as  I  do  not  love  to  contradict 
gentlemen  when  I  can  avoid  it,  I  agree  that  the 
apprehensions  they  eipress  may  be  well  ground- 
ed. If  the  proof  be  not  arrested  a  scene  of  bar- 
ter and  smuggling  for  office  may  be  disclosed, 
the  lite  of  which  never  before  disgraced  this  or 
any  other  coantry.  It  may  be  that  Che  people 
will  stand  aghast  at  it,  and  every  honest  man 
of  the  political  party  which  has  elevated  the 
chief  of  this  department  to  his  present  station, 
shall  view  this  scene  of  political  cormption 
with  horror  I  Does  the  department  cower  mi- 
der  these  charges,  air  t  Does  it,  in  the  face  of 
an  honest  but  deluded  people,  still  shnn  the 
light  under  the  hypocritical  pretence  that  we 
cannot  inquire  into  impeachable  matter  t  Tes, 
sir,  it  dare  do  this ;  and  it  has  fonnd  a  snpporter 
here,  who,  while  he  expresses  his  fears  that  we 
are  ferreting  out  crimes  of  which  we  may  af- 
terwards become  judges,  denounces  ns  as  petty 
constables  for  oar  trouble.  Yet,  be  it  remem- 
bered that  this  comes  from  the  churman  of  the 
Committee  on  Exccntive  Patronage ;  and,  as 
the  Senator  from  Mune,  who  was  a  member  of 
it,  has  alleged,  without  contradiction,  in  the 
debate  here,  from  the  very  author  of  the  re- 
port of  that  committee,  which,  in  1826,  ex- 
amined every  department  of  the  Government 
for  abuses,  and  reported  six  bills  to  check  the 
current  of  Executive  power,  with  ft  voimninous 
eiposiUon  of  facts  and  alleged  crimes,  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  legislative  interference.  Iiook 
at  the  report  I  One  of  the  bills  contains  a  clause 
to  compel  the  President  to  assign  the  causes  for 
every  removal  from  any  office  referred  to  in 
that  bill.  It  was  not  only  deemed  proper,  then, 
to  disclose  impeachable  matter,  bat  necessary 
to  oompel  that  disclosure  for  eiecnlive  as  well 
as  legislative  purposes.  Now,  the  very  course 
recommended  at  that  time  is  right  for  no  pur- 
pose. Another  of  these  bills  provided  that  no 
postmaster,  where  the  profits  of  his  office 
amount  to  a  certain  sum,  shall  be  appointed  to, 
OT  removed  from,  office  by  the  President  and 
Senate;  The  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill 
then  pressed  upon  the  people,  was,  that  the  in- 
fluence and  patronage  of  the  department  were 
so  vast,  that  it  hod  become  one  of  the  "  arbi- 
ters of  human  fate  "  in  this  country,  and  could 
no  longer  be  safely  trusted  to  a  single  individ- 
ual. The  committee,  instead  of  teUing  ns  they 
were  afraid  to  ferret  ont  crimes,  say  they 
"  hold  themselves  to  be  actiog  in  the  spirit  of 
the  constitntion,  in  laboring  to  multiply  the 
guards,  and  close  the  avenues  to  the  possible 
abnse  of  power ;"  and  the  impeachable  matter 
which  is  now  so  objectionable  a  feature  in  this 
Inquiry,  was  then  m  ^orioos  a  discovery,  that 
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six  thousand  copies  of  the  report  were  printed 
by  the  Senate,  and  scattered  throughout  the 
country.  Woseehere  who  were  the  "petty  con- 
stables "  of  that  day ;  and  if  a  change  of  timea 
has  not  produced  a  change  of  principle  too,  we 
shall  now  proceed  fearlessly  in  ferreting  out 
abuses  of  every  description  which  we  can  re- 
form or  inhibit.  If,  for  doing  so,  we  receive 
the  appellation  of  petty  const&bles,  let  ns  rely 
for  our  reward  on  die  approbation  of  oar 
consciences,  and  our  country,  taking  care  to 
merit  no  more  humble  title  than  that  of  honest 
constables,  who  never  charge  double  compen- 
sation for  their  trouble. 

But  it  is  allied  that  this  question  was  decid- 
ed by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  when  they 
refused  to  tnqnire  into  the  causes  which  indncea 
the  President  to  sweep  the  list  of  civil  ofiicers, 
and  the  aid  of  precedent  is  invoked  to  effect  a 
suppression  of  this  investigation.  Sir,  I  am 
not  aware  that  this  Senate  has,  in  the  gloomiest 
period  of  subserviency  to  Executive  will,  de- 
cided the  abstract  principle,  that  even  the  Pres- 
ident is  above  the  law,  or  that  his  principles  ot 
action,  while  administering  the  constitution, 
are  not  liable  to  investigation.  I  know  well 
that,  in  the  executive  sessions  during  the  \aA 
year,  inquiries,  in  particular  cases  of  removal, 
jpeatedly  refused,  some  thinking  the  in- 
quiries inexpedient  in  those  particular  inftan- 
The  power  of  the  representatives  of  the 
)  was  held  in  slight  estimation  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  Executive  influence  at  that  day,  it 
is  most  true ;  but  even  then  no  man  pretended 
that  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  covered  with  the  same  aegis 
which  protected  their  chief.  The  orgnment 
then  was,  sir,  that  the  President  was  answera- 
ble only  to  the  people  who  elected  him  at  the 
polls,  and  not  to  their  representatives— a  dis- 
tinction to  which  I  never  bowed  with  any  re- 
spect, and  which  I  still  think  is  entitled  to 
none.  Hut  the  chiefs  of  departments  are  nei- 
ther elected  by  the  people  nor  the  States,  nor 
answerable  to  either  in  any  other  way  than 
through  their  representetives  here,  to  whom 
their  whole  powers  are  conferred  The  Post- 
master General,  like  the  rest  of  these  chiefs,  is 
an  officer  unknown  to  the  conatitniiDn,  and  the 
creature  of  the  law  only.  Congress  enacted  the 
law  which  constitutes  his  whole  authority  for 
action.  It  made  him.  It  can  repeal  that  law 
and  unmake  him.  Upon  the  very  principles 
conceded  by  those  who  sheltered  your  Presi- 
dent from  scrutiny,  the  chief  of  this  department 
is  amenable,  like  every  other  creature  of  the 
law,  to  his  creators.  And  if  not,  then  b  every 
other  executive  officer  of  this  Government  at 
all  times,  and  nnder  all  circumstances,  above 
the  very  law  which  established  his  office.  You 
cannot,  on  this  principle,  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  the  most  petty  officer  in  the  custoras- 
whhont  invading  the  royal  prerogative ;  and 
the  principle  that  the  "  King  can  do  no  wrong," 
which  even  England  knows  only  in  theory,  is 
here  transferrM  to  ever;  aubordinato  of  the 
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il  but  t)ie  will  of  liis  political  chief. 
Rut,  sir,  T  havo  used,  it  leema,  an  unfortn- 
Bate  expr«»i<iD.  "  FroscriptiDQ  "  is  itself  pro- 
Mtibetl.  The  gentlenun  trom  TennesaM,  vith 
his  nine  eaoses  of  remoTal,  complains  of  the 
nie  of  tli«  vord  most  grieTonslj-.  His  delicate 
organR,  and  the  still  more  tender  sensibilities  of 
th«  Postmaster  Gteneral,  are  not  to  be  assuled 
bj  so  nnaeenilj  a  phrase,  and  he  makes  a  hit  at 
tbe  Senator  fronf  Maine  for  daring  to  sajr  "  pro- 
■cription."  Bir,  we  shall  hardlj'  be  driven  from 
tlieappropnateuseof  theoffensiTe  phrase,  even 
though  the  chief  of  this  department  should  be 
iDlgect  to  fainting  fits  at  the  sonnd.  It  is  a  word 
of  *aeh  **  exceeding  good  eommBnd,"  that  he  and 
his  adTocstcfl  must  pardon  me  if  I  tr;  bow  I 
can  roeak  it  in  pare  emnlatlon  of  my  fHend 
from  H^e,  to  whom  the  member  from  Tt 


Mssee,  IwTing  moet  ezqnirite  organs  to  Jndge 
between  as,  bat  not  yet  naring  given  me  a  f^r 
iMariDg,  has  awarded  the  palm  for  pronoimcing 


it  better  than  anf  other  man  in  thi 
ttf,  then,  in  the  name  of  an  insulted  and  abased 
people,  to  this  chief  of  a  department,  who  has 
artven  hnndreda  of  better  men  than  Umself 
from  the  pablio  service,  that,  althongh  his  ad- 
Toeste  bere  baa  forbid  oar  tongoes  to  speak  of 
"proscription,"  jtst  I  wonld  that  every  victim 
M  his  nnmerited  displeasare  might  find  him 
when  he  lies  adeep,  vid  halloo  in  his  ear  "  pro- 
ieripHoD." 
"K»r,  r  woold  have  a  starling  taneht  to  apeak 

VotUag  bat '  proseriptioD,'  and  give  it  him 

To  lieep  bis  anger  stiU  in  motion." 
He  ilioQld  bo  met  at  his  incomings  and  his  oat- 
guiaga,  and  ever;  honest  man  should  ring  it  in 
his  ears  nntil  the  effects  of  his  proscriptioD  are 
properly  appreciated  by  him.  And  now  may  I 
aik  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose 
nerves  are  so  sensitive  on  this  subject,  how,  in 
hia  jodgnwnt,  I  pronoouce  tbe  word  proscrip- 

[Mr.  GacSD-r — exceedingly  well.] 
Then  tbe  honorable  member  will,  I  hope, 
hereafter  hesital«  to  decide  before  he  has  heard 
all  the  evidence.  Uay  the  good  word  never  be 
laogbed  ont  uf  countenance  by  any  political 
*itMispp«r  who  may  be  displeased  by  its  nse. 
For  the  present,  I  fear  mncb  that  the  effect  of 
tiie  vindictive  spirit  which  has  actuated  this 
department  may  not  be  properly  appreciated, 
(or  it  has  b«en  alleged  here,  that  this  proscrip' 
ttoQ  meets  the  foil  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
^t,  and  bis  name  has  been  used  as  a  political 
dewttatur,  to  bnsh  the  inquiry  into  repose. 
Tills  lonnils  the  tocsin  of  party,  and  invokes 
tlie  old  of  tli&t  influence  which  can  at  all  times 
rawesafnlly  suppress  truth  and  propagate  folse- 
liood.  We  may  despair  la  such  a  contest,  and 
be  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  if  he  who 
|>naide«  over  this  republio  has  sanctioned  all 
this  proscription,  we  are  too  powerless  to  ob- 
tyn  redrtas.    But  it  will  be  soon  seen  whether 


there  be  not  one  man  in  this  nation  able  to 
breast  its  terrors  when  even  tbe  Pre«dent  hnrls 
bis  thunders.  There  are  hawks  abroad,  sir. 
Itumor  alleges  that  the  plimderins  falcon  has 
lately  stooped  npon  a  full-winged  eagle  that 
never  yet  flincbea  from  a  contest,  and,  as  mi^ht 
be  naturally  expected,  all  await  the  result  with 
intense  int«rest.  It  is  given  oat  that  tlie  in- 
tended viotira  of  proscription  now  is  one  dis- 
tJngnislied  &r  above  all  m  office  for  the  vigor 
and  splendor  of  his  intellect : 

"Hicst  Inter  onmes 

Tdut  inter  ignes  luna  minares." 
One  who  has  been  a  prominent  member  of 
tbe  party  which  gave  power  to  our  modem 
dictator,  Is  to  feel  the  undying  vengeance  which 
can  burst  forth  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  years, 
for  an  act  done,  or  a  word  said,  in  a  high  offi- 
cial station,  and  under  the  solemn  obligation  of 
an  oath.  But  if  that  energy  and  flrmnesl 
which  have  hitherto  characterized  him  throngh 
life,  do  not  now  desert  him  in  this  his  boor  of 

Ctest  peril,  we  may  yet  live  to  see  one  who 
been  marked  out  as  a  victim,  escape  an* 
Bcatbedeven  by  that  power  which  has  tnus  far 
prostrated  alike  the  barriers  of  public  law  and 
tbe  sanctity  of  private  reputation.  In  the  mean 
time  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  injuries  in- 
flicted by  that  proscription  which  levels  first  at 
the  office,  and  then  at  character  to  justify  the 
blow,  is  not  loss  severely  felt  because  the  suf- 
ferer has  not  moved  in  a  splendid  circle.    The 


beetle  that  we  tread  npoa  may  feel  a  pang  a> 
great  as  when  a  giant  aies ;  "  and,  looking  to 
the  case  bi  which  I  have  alluded,  may  not  the 
hnndreds  who  have  felt  the  sting  of  unmerited 
reproach  fairly  invoke  the  sympathies  of  oth- 
ers who  are  now  made  the  objects  of  an  attack 
not  less  unmerited  and  unrelenting  in  its  char- 
acter than  that  which  their  humbler  efforts 
may  have  been  nn)tble  to  rewstf 

And  now,  sir,  to  return  to  the  resolution. 
It  is  dec1arat(M7  of  the  limits  of  the  commission 
under  which  the  committee  act,  by  its  very 
terms.  It  affirms  what  is  nntrae,  that  we  have 
no  power,  under  our  commission,  to  moke  this 
inquiry.  The  original  resolutioa  directs,  aa  we 
have  seen,  an  inquiry  into  the  "entire  manage- 
ment of  the  Post  Office  Department."  why 
do  not  gentlemen  say  ia  terms,  that  their  um 
and  object  is  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  powera 
originuly  conferred  ?  Why  not  boldly  avow  at 
once,  that  the  boastful  defiance  of  inqniry,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  when  tb« 
committee  was  appointed,  was  bnt  an  empty 
vannt,  which  it  ia  now  found  necessary  to  re- 
tract? The  gentiomaa  from'  Tennessee  says 
tliat  he  can  supply  ns  with  all  the  information 
on  the  subject  of  the  causes  of  removals.  He 
enumerates  nine  of  these :  1st,  Intemperance ; 
2d,  Belinquency ;  8d,  Prying  into  lettera ;  4th, 
Concealing  or  withholding  letters;  6tb,  Ha- 
bitual negligence  of  duty ;  Sth,  Incompetency ; 
7th,  Refusal  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of 
the  Department;   8th,  Discharging  the  post- 
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maston'  daties  by  depnttea  under  «ge;  9th, 
Living  off  the  post  rontee.  And  the  hononUe 
gentl«miui  eutcB  op  this  list  of  oauses  with  the 
aweeping  declaratioo,  "  that  he  haa  no  doubt 
there  baa  not  been  a  single  instanoe  of  removal 
bat  for  one  or  other  of  the«e  oaosea  I  "  &ir,  are 
we  to  BOppoae  that  the  Postmaster  General  in- 
Btmcted  mm  to  make  saoh  a  deokratioat  The 
honorable  member  can  know  bat  little  on  the 
antyect,  of  bis  own  knowledge.  He  lives  in  a 
distiiot  whose  political  sins  have  not  demanded 
snch  expiation  as  this  of  removal  from  office. 
Bat  we  who  live  north  of  the  Potomac  know, 
rir,  that  his  enumeratJoii  of  causes  is  a  gross  in- 
BDlt  to  hmidreda  of  our  worthy  citiEeni,  who 
have  been  removed  withont  any  other  trans- 
gression than  that  with  which,  according  to  the 
orthodox  creed  emanating  st  eiUA^ra  here,  is 
denominated  political  heresy.  In  the  mean 
time,  sir,  diis  declaration  of  the  gentleman 
shows  ns  how  Jnst  were  onr  BnapicitHia,  that 
the  files  of  tliis  department  have  been  filled 
with  groondless  accoaatione  against  the  victims 
of  its  proscription,  which  may  sleep  there  nn- 
refuted,  becsoBe  thay  remun  unknown,  nntil, 
in  the  lapse  of  time,  when  the  men  have  been 
kdd  in  their  graves,  these  receptacles  of  filth 
may  be  opened  by  the  hand  of  benevolence,  to 
tarnish  the  memory  of  those  before  whom,  while 
living,  the  accusers  dared  not  show  their  faces. 
His  very  statement  of  caoses,  therefore,  exhibits 
the  strongest  reason  for  demanding  an  exposi- 
tTon  of  the  facts.  Bat,  sir,  the  Uow  is  not 
merely  levelled  at  the  hundreds  of  removed 
postmasters.  It  strikes  directly  at  their  late 
chief,  who  retiuned  them  all  In  office.  The 
declWtiott  thaa  made  boldly  to  the  world  is. 
that  he  kept  in  office  some  five  or  six  hondred 
men,  who  were  either  drunken,  or  were  prying 
into  correqKindenoe,  or  were  guilty  of  some 
other  of  the  enormities  eoumerated  in  this  list. 
The  answer  to  it  all,  is,  look. at  the  state  of  the 
money  chest  now,  and  remember  what  it  was 
when  John  McLean  was  compelled  to  leave  it 
or  snrrender  his  independence  as  a  man,  and 
become  the  tool  of  this  proscriptive  and  arbi- 
trary power.  > 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  finds  another 
cause  for  HuppreeidDg  the  inquiry,  in  what  he 
calls  the  verdict  of  the  people.  The  gentleman 
from  Ifaine  hsd  complained  of  the  removal  of 
some  twenty-five  postmasters  in  one  of  the 
oonnties  of  that  State.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee says  he  has  no  right  to  complain,  be- 
cause the  people  there  have  saootioned  the  pro- 
scription by  giving  their  vote  for  the  adminis- 
tratioD.  Sir,  I  pretend  to  know  nothing  of  the 
case.  But  1  may  ask,  did  the  people  act  with 
a  view  to  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
Government,  when  they  merely  approved  of 
the  general  acta  of  the  President  t  The  con- 
duct of  theae  subordinates  was  probably  no 
part  of  the  issne  joined  before  the  people. 
From  the  nature  of  things,  we  must  believe  it 
oonld  not  have  been  to.  Bo  far  from  posdng 
•eutenoe  on  the  removed  officers  by  their  vote. 


th^  dewned  more  important  oonrideraiioiM  af- 


officea  alone,  wonld  it  have  been  quite  fair  to 
have  niged  the  force  of  their  verdict  upon  ml 
It  would  not  sound  well,  in  any  suppoasblc 
case,  to  offer  bribes  or  threats  to  any  part  of 
thejnry,  and  then  plead  their  verdict  in  jnstifi- 
cotiMi  of  the  act ;  and  the  very  evil  eomplaiaad 
o£  being  the  inflnenco  of  Executive  patmnage 
on  the  elective  franchise,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  withont  reference  to  the  people  of  Uairu^ 
or  any  other  particnlar  State,  that  if  yon  c^ 
find  a  case  which  has  been  decided  by  the  in- 
fluence of  that  patronage,  yoa  might  ea  wdl 
boast  that  yon  had  embraced  a  jury,  and  fttaA 
in  Justification  to  the  verdict,  as  to  plume  jDnr> 
wives  upon  the  effect  which  that  patronage  bam 
prodnoed.  And  if  the  argament  has  taj 
weight,  what  shall  be  said  of  UuMe  verdieta 
which  the  people  have  rendered  in  other  dW- 
trict4  of  country,  where  the  prcecriptioD  has 
been  eqnally  extennve,  and  where,  in  defi«no0 
of  yonr  patr<»iage,  the  deci^on  has  been  ■girift 
yoa) 

There  is  no  department  of  this  Goremmen^ 
air,  in  wfaiob  the  people  take  so  lively  an  iat«F- 
est  as  the  post  office.  It  should  be  so  condoct- 
ed  as  to  secure  their  perfect  confidence,  U 
shonid,  therefore,  have  no  par^  charaetor 
whatever.  So  anxiooa  was  Mr.  JeffersiMi  to 
deprive  it  of  all  political  connection,  a*  we 
learn  from  his  memoirs,  that  he  prohibited  the 
employment  of  any  printer  in  the  department, 
even  so  far  as  to  be  concerned  in  the  traoBpor- 
talJOB  of  the  mail.  Bappose  that,  in  his  d^, 
or  that  of  any  former  Preeident,  it  had  been 
charged  with  operating  on  the  elective  fran- 
chise, and  the  rights  of  the  States,  tlirongh  the 
immense  influence  of  an  army  of  dependent, 
amounting  to  more  than  ten  thousand  men, 
with  subsididng  the  press,  establishing  a  trys- 
tem  of  esjrfonage,  and  wasting  the  pnblic  treaa- 
nre  in  disborsemeota  to  pohtioal  favorites — ^I 
ask,  would  any  party,  at  any  former  period, 
have  bad  the  hardihood,  after  an  investigation 
had  been  set  on  foot  to  ascertain  the  troth  at 
snch  conjectures,  to  suppress  the  investigation, 
or  to  restrict  it  in  any  particoUr,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  complete  developmmit  ctf  all  its 
operations !     Yet  such  charges  are  now  loadly 

C claimed  against  it ;  such  an  investigntlMi  has 
n  called  for,  and  the  very  object  of  the  reM- 
lution  on  your  table  is  to  close  the  Aoot  againat 

Sir,  I  hare  done.  In  the  fearless  disdurga 
of  my  duty  here,  I  may  have  drawn  down  on 
my  own  head  the  vengeance  oi  a  power,  more 
t^rible  than  any  which  all  tlie  oUier  authori- 
tiee  of  this  Government  combined  can  wield; 
but  I  should  have  proved  a  faitliless  represent- 
ative, and  recreant  to  the  interests  of  the  in- 
trepid petite  who  have  never  yet  bowed  t« 
the  terrors  or  the  allurements  of  Gxecntire  In- 
floenoe,  if  I  bad  shrunk  from  its  perfonnaaoa. 
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Tiamat  Afftrwtm  ami  kii  Dau^itm: 


taoaaoi.t,  Febnur  10. 

Dtttn  OA  alum  Salt, 

Ttr.  Bxmm  asked  and  obtained  Imto  to 

vitUmw  tbe  biU,  which  was  laid  od  the  table 

Ae  other  da^,  for  the  alHVgatioi)  of  the  dutj' 

•nalnmaalt. 

The  Vioi  ^muuiT  took  the  oooaalon  to 


«ratioB,  he  was  ntiified  that  be  bad  erroQeousl; 
dMtded  that  the  abore-mentioDed  bill  could  oot 
be  reeeiTed.  He  ooDridered  that  it  was  at  the 
Amaal  of  die  Senate,  aa  other  bills  were. 

lb.  Bkbtov  then  gun  nolwe  that  be  would 
taHDorrow  aak  leare  to  introdnoe  a  aimilar  bill 
with  BOOM  modifioatioii. 

TKoBot  Jeffimmt  and  hi*  Davghter. 
■  Mr,  PoiMusxTU  raae  to  aik  leave  to  Intro- 
dnoe  the  bill  of  which  ha  jeeterda;  gave  notice. 
Ha  Mid  that,  obaernng  in  the  Telegr^kh  of  tbis 
■oming,  in  the  nport  of  the  prooeedinga  of 
tiw  daf  before,  an  «aTor,  b^  whidi  it  appMnd 
&U  be  bad  tmaeuted  »  memoriM  trom  Ifartiia 
Siodcdph,  tne  daoghter,  and  ootr  inrviviDg 
ehlld  of  nomaa  Jefferfon,  deeeaaed,  it  waa  doe 
to  the  aeniibilitj  of  that  lady,  aa  well  aa  to 
Umael^  to  atate,  that,  in  giving  notice  of  his 
iotentioa  to  introdnoe  a  bill  oonoeniing  the  onlf 
Mmiring  «liild  of  Thomaa  Jeffisraan,  he  wbh 
aetoated  solely  bj  hia  own  views  of  the  high 
obligatiooa  of  dntj,  and  a  desire  to  reaone  the 
nation  from  the  impatation  of  a  want  of  grati- 
toda  to  a  departea  atattiaman,  who  hwl  so 
Wgrif  eoDtribntad  to  the  establiahment  of  this 
Govenunent,  and  the  tno  iaatitations  nnder 
whidi  we  live.  No  memorial  was  either  re-' 
tMved  or  presented  on  this  subject,  TSo  inti- 
mation whatever  has  l>een  made  of  a  desire  to 
bring  thia  qnestion  nnder  the  oonsideraUon  of 
Ooagreaa  b;  the  individual  named  in  the  bill, 
wbi^  he  had  asked  leave  to  intcodnosL  He 
bad  no  doubt  that  the  error  noticed  waa  unin- 
tentional on  the  part  of  the  editor  of  the  Tele- 
graph. 

Yon  will  pereelve,  Ur.  Presldeot,  eontinned 
the  sloqoeot  Benator.  that  I  have  bronght  be- 
fore thia  honoraUe  boiy  a  prc^Maition  oalca- 
Isted  to  animato  the  patrtotia  fMlinga  of  every 
Ameriean  citiseo ;  a  propoaidoii  whieh  has  too 
loog  slept  in  the  boaoma  of  those  who  admin- 
irter  this  Oovemment.  The  name  of  Thomas 
JeSerson  la  tdeotifiad  with  the  independwoe 
sod  t^atf  of  tJiia  oonntry.  His  enlogj  is  writ- 
ten ia  the  pages  of  faithfbl  history,  and  deeply 
impreaeed  on  the  hearta  of  his  countrymen.  I 
will  not  deface  the  sablime  and  tieantiful  pio- 
luw  by  any  attempt  to  retouch  it  with  the  pen- 
cil of  an  nnakilfnl  artiat ;  but  it  shall  be  my 
hamble  part  simply  to  bring  to  the  reoolloetion 
of  this  honorable  body  the  high  claims  of  tiiie 
eniiMDt  pbiioao^er  and  statesman  to  the  grat- 
ttode  of  the  generation  who  sarrive  him,  and 
ItaTe  to  others,  better  qnalified  f<w  the  taak, 
tin  ^easing  duty  ctf  iUnsbnting  the  merit»  and 


distinguished  aervioea  of  one  whose  equal  baa 


La&yette,  and  their  oompani 

ed  the  phydoal  foroe  of  tne  oolonies  ii 


lions  to  arms,  wield- 


the  great  moral  battle  of  their  oppresBed  tv 
try  Bt  that  mMnorable  epoch.  They  boldly  as- 
serted thote  right*  and  prinoiplea,  which  vmdi- 
oated  our  cause  throughout  civiliced  Eoropsi 
and  bronght  into  action  the  invincible  energies 
of  the  American  people,  by  whose  perseverance 
and  valor  the  obalns  of  tyranny  were  broken, 
and  the  mercenaries  of  the  tyrant  driven  from 
the  land  which  they  had  darad  to  invade  and 
desolate  with  c<»ifiagralMn,  robbery,  and  the 
Bword.  Undw  the  luduenoe  of  feeling  honor- 
able to  oar  national  ciiaraoter,  which  have 
been,  on  many  occasions,  signally  manifested, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  a  few  yean 
past,  by  an  ahnoet  nnaninons  vol«,  made  a  vol- 
nntary  gift  to  Qeneral  lAbyette,  of  the  sum  of 
two  hmidred  thousand  dollars,  and  a  further 
donation  of  a  townAip  of  land  equal  in  valne 
to  the  additional  anm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  This  liberality  to  the  hero 
who  fooiht  our  battiee,  who  eK>Dnsed  onr 
oaose,  and  shed  hia  blood  in  onr  defence,  and 
who  has  been  the  unifimn  Mend  of  liberty  in 
both  hemispheres,  met  the  ^probatioo  of  the 
people  at  isrge.  It  has  never  oeeb  complain^ 
of  by  the  most  vigilant  guardian  of  the  public 
purse.  Our  oaticmal  gratitude  to  this  aiatin- 
gnished  man  waa  due  to  hia  disintwested  ser- 
vices and  sacrifloes  in  the  great  canse  of  free- 
dom, and  the  emandpation  of  these  States  from 
the  galling  yoke  of  despotic  powar,  wielded  by 
the  unrelenting  arm  of  the  British  monarch. 
It  has  imparted  a  lustre  to  the  American  name 
far  more  preciona  than  the  price  at  which  it 
was  obt^ned.  Actuated  by  the  same  lofty 
connderations  which  governed  the  Nationu 
Legislature  on  that  oocasitm,  let  na  not  fbrget 
the  testamentary  bequest  of  the  great  author  irf 
the  Dedtaration  of  Independeuoe  to  his  beloved 
country,  Jefferson,  whose  name  moat  be  ever 
dear  to  the  friends  of  human  liberty  through- 
out the  world,  in  the  hut  hour  oi  hia  existence 
bestowing  an  expiring  thought  on  the  politloal 
connection  which  had  so  long  existed  betwe«L 
himself  and  the  American  people,  and  feeling 
the  preisare  of  his  peonniary  eircnmstanoee^ 
and  the  embairassed  oondition  of  his  aff^ra^ 
consoled  his  agitated  spirits  by  the  confldenoe 
whidi  he  reposed  in  uie  Justice  and  benevo- 
lence of  this  nation ;  and,  with  his  last  breath, 
beqneathed  his  donghter  and  only  snrriving 
child  to  that  country  which  he  had  so  folthfully 
served,  aod  of  whidi  he  was  the  pride  and  or- 
nament. Shall  we  thm  fold  our  arms  in  cold 
indifference,  and,  nnmindfol  of  him,  whose  en- 
lightened mind  and  unbought  patriotism  gave 
impetus  to  the  ball  of  the  revolution,  and  hied 
the  great  principles  of  this  oonfederttted  repub- 
lic^ treat  with  nnldnd  neglect  the  ol^ect  dearest 
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to  his  heart,  whioh  he  had  bo  confldeDtl;  com- 
mitted to  oar  generotM  protootion  1 

Shall  wa  limit  oar  lib«ral  donstiona  to  I^ay- 
ette,  and  a  few  others,  and  penntt  the  oolj 
forriviog  child  of  Thomas  Jefferson  to  linger 
In  poverty  in  her  native  oonntrj,  while  every 
page  of  iti  history  poiatt  to  the  glor;  which 
nas  heen  ahed  over  it  by  the  acts  of  her  illos- 
trions  father  t  I  hope  not.  The  ingratitade  of 
republics  is  the  favonte  theme  of  tyrants,  and 
of  all  those  who  urge  that  man  is  incapable  of 
aelf-govemment.  Tho  deapota  of  the  world 
taunt  ns  with  this  insulting  epithet.  We  have 
shown  them  in  the  case  of  Lafayette  that  we 
do  not  deserve  the  fonl  impntation.  Let  as  fol- 
low op  the  good  example  by  an  eqoal  liberality 
to  our  own,  onr  venerated  Jefferson,  and  this 
Btain  on  the  fair  fame  of  the  repnblio  will  van- 
ish into  thin  air,  and  he  remembered  among 
the  fables  of  a  deranged  imagination.  I  now 
move,  Hr.  President,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  according  to  tlio  notice  whioh  I 

Sve  yesterday,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Be- 
st Oommittee. 

A  bill  "  concerning  Hartha  Randolph,  the 
danghter  and  only  sarviving  child  of  Thomas 
Jefieraon,  deceased,"  was  then  presented  by  Mr. 
PotHDuna  to  the  Chair, 'read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
oonuating  of  Hr.  Poindcxteb,  Hi.  Bell,  Hr. 
WiBaTBii,  llr.  Ttlbb,  and  Mr.  Eatks. 

Pott  Office  Department  IneeitigatMTi. 

The  Senate  again  took  up  the  resolntton  con- 
cerning the  examination  of  witnesses  as  to  the 
canses  of  their  removal  from  office. 

Ifr.  CuTTOx  conolnded  his  speech  agunst 
the  resolution. 

Kr.  Bb.nton  aaid,  that  he  did  not  appear  on 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  the  de- 
bate, nor  to  express  any  opinion  on  the  truth 
of  the  allegationa  ao  violently  urged  against  the 
Postmaater  Oeoera).  He  had  no  opinion  on 
the  matter,  and  did  not  wish  to  have  one,  es- 


aoonsed,  and  which  the  pare  and  elevated  char- 
acter of  Mr,  Barry  so  eminently  claims.  If 
impeached,  it  might  be  bis  dnty  to  sit  in  jadg- 
mont  apon  him — or,  if  he  had  an  opinion  in 
the  case,  to  retire  from  the  jadgment  seat;  as 
he  conld  neither  reconcile  it  to  the  dictates  of 
his  coaacienoe,  nor  the  rights  of  the  aooused, 
to  take  the  oath  of  a  Judge,  with  a  preconceived 
opinion  in  his  bosom,  to  be  dropped  out  as  soon 
as  the  forms  would  permit.  He  roee,  he  re- 
peated, not  to  accuse  or  absolve  Mr.  Barry,  but 
to  express  his  opinion  of  the  character  of  the 
proceeding  which  was  carrying  on  against  him, 
and  to  intimate  an  idea  of  what  might  be  proper 
to  be  done  hereafter  in  regard  to  it.  Ee  then 
affirmed  with  deep  and  evident  feeling,  that  he 
looked  upon  the  whole  proceeding,  from  its 
first  inception  to  that  moment,  as  one  of  emi- 
nent impropriety,  compromiring  the  jndioial 
purity  of  the  Senate  on  one  hand,  and  invading 
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the  privileges  of  the  Hooae  of  Bepresentativea 
on  tne  other.  The  Senate,  under  the  oonstitu- 
don,  triee  impeachments — the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives prefers  them.  Each  has  ita  swiped 
part  to  act,  and  it  is  an  invasion  of  privileffs 
for  either  to  aaaome  the  part  of  the  other.  If 
the  tentli  part  of  the  matter  so  fniionsly  urged 
against  Mr.  Barry  was  true,  or  even  foiuidedia 
probability,  he  might  oome  before  the  Senate 
for  trial ;  and  it  woold  be  a  horrid  mockery  of 

Judicial  forms  for  bis  future  Judges  to  t^e  the 
ead  in  the  oaae  of  aoonaation,  and  to  exdi«, 
promote,  fbment,  and  instigate  ohai^es  against 
tiim.  To  the  House  of  Bepresentalivea  belonged 
that  part  <d  the  p^nfhl  bnuneaa ;  and  the  pres- 
ent prooeeding  in  the  Senate  must  qipear  to 
them  as  an  invasion  of  their  privilege,  and  an 
implied  oensure  upon  their  negligence.  It  did 
seem  to  him  that  the  Eoase  of  Representatives 
might  take  notice  of  the  prooeeding,  and  feel 
itself  bound  to  vindicate  its  rights  {  and  the 
two  Houses  thna  be  brought  into  aerions  cdl- 
lision.  To  avoid  these  oonseqnencea,  aa  well  as 
to  escape  a  compromise  of  tne  Judicial  oharao- 
ter  of  ttie  Senate,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  debate  aJod  proceedings  riionld  termi- 
nate immedii^ly.  Thisfsrould  save  the  further 
evils  to  the  Senate  itself,  whioh  might  ensue. 
As  to  the  past — the  proceedings  already  had — 
he  declared  that  he  thought  tbem  a  fit  su^eot 
for  that  operation  whioh  had  been  performed 
upon  the  record  of  Wilkes's  expukiou  from  the 
British  Honse  of  Commons — npon  the  record 
of  the  Taato  f^aud,  in  the  L^islature  of  Geor- 
gia— and  npon  the  record  of  Uie  Maasachnsetta 
tieneral  Assembly,  whioh  declared  it  to  be  an~ 
becoming  the  obaraoter  of  a  moral  and  religions 
people  to  rejoice  in  the  victories  of  their  coun- 
try. He  declared  It  to  be  his  deliberate  c^inion 
that  the  hiatory  of  the  whole  proceeding  c^ainat 
Mr.  Barry  onght  to  be  exponged  from  the  Joor- 
nals  of  the  Senate  I  Total  expui^tion  from 
the  Jonmals  was  the  most  aptm>priate  means 
in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  restore  its  own 
injured  character — to  make  atonement  to  the 
invaded  privileges  and  insulted  feeliuga  of  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  what,  perhaps, 
was  still  more  important,  to  prevent  this  evil 
example,  this  horrid  combination  of  the  acetis- 
ing  and  trying  fhnotion,  from  being  dravm  into 
precedent  in  future  times  when  the  party  in 
power,  and  predominant  in  the  Seuate,  might 
want  tlie  spoils  of  a  vioUm.  If  the  American 
Cato,  the  venerable  Maqok,  was  here,  it  would 
be  his  part  to  become  the  guardian  of  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  Senate :  in  his  absenoe  that 
high  duty  might  devolve,  at  an  appropriate 
time,  upon  some  aged  SenattH".  If  none  such 
undertook  it,  it  might  become  his  part  to  con- 
sider how  far  their  places  ought  to  be  sup- 
plied by  a  less  worthy  and  less  efficient  mem- 

Ur.  WooDBUBT  regretted  the  course  pnr^ued 
by  the  gentlemen  from  Maine  and  Delaware, 
especially  by  the  latter.  It  had  compelled  him 
again  to  treepwe  on  the  indolgeooe  of  the  Seo- 
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tta,  daring  the  disciiBeion  of  thia  rewltttion, 
ilthongli  the  anbjMt  most  have  become  irk- 
■ome.  Bat  ii«ir  positions  had  been  BRBamed — 
sew  inrinnctions  uttered — new  and  eztraordi- 
nHT  RccaMtioni  rang  In  tlie  ears  of  thia  bodf 
■ndof  the  whole  oommanity.  Silence  nnder 
than  might  be  conatrued  Into  ftpprobation.  In 
KpcQing  them,  he  disclaimed  all  that  part  of 
tbe  eompliment  bestowed  upon  him  in  conneo- 
Bon  with  hla  Mend  on  the  right,  (Mr,  G.,)  that 
Ibej  were  "most  dexterous  adTooates  of  tbe 
Postmaster  Oeaeral."  He,  as  on  indiridnal, 
w»  in  this  bodj  the  advocate  of  nobodj.  He 
•eted  in  bis  station  as  a  Senator,  and  only  as 
a  Senator ;  and  whomsoever  in  a  pahlio  statdon 
be  mi^t  In  called  npon,  in  tbe  conrae  of  offi- 
dal  dat7,  to  vindicate  or  condemn,  he  shonld 
endeaTor  to  do  it  in  a  manner  becoming  that 
public  station,  and  with  a  single  eye  to  the 
pnblie  interests.  In  the  dlsabarge  of  what  had 
devolved  on  him,  as  a  member  of  the  special 
Post  OSee  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  pres- 
ent debate,  he  had  nsed,  and  shonld  hereafter 
use,  no  dexterity  beyond  a  dry  appeal  to  onr 
own  congresaional  docnments,  and  to  snob  oiath- 
enutica]  oompatations  on  their  contents  as  every 
gentleman  coold  disprove  or  verify  for  himself. 
Poetry  had  never  before,  bnt  once,  he  be- 
Ifertd,  been  brought  in  aid  of  an  examination 
into  any  of  onr  fiscal  concerns;  and  thoogh 
that  was  done  by  the  head  of  a  department,  he 
shonld  b^  leave  to  decline  following  both  that 
example  and  the  example  of  the  two  gentlemen 
opposed  to  this  resolntion,  in  preferring  flgnres 
M  rhetoric  to  fignrea  of  arithmetio.  Nor  shoald 
he  willingly  follow  the  last  speaker  in  making 
poliUeal  prophecies,  whether  as  to  men  or 
.    He  felt  mocb  veneration  for  rel!gi< 


0  bring  aboat  the  events  foretold,  and 
were  endeavoring,  be  hoped  in  vatn,  to  verify 
thdr  own  predictions,  he  cherished  not  snffl- 
eient  respect  for  saeli  propheoies  as  to  imitate 
soch  an  example.  The  grave  obaraotor  of  this 
body  demanded  of  ns  to  consider  that  we  were 
in  fact  examining  the  conduct  of  one  of  the 
most  elevated  omcers  of  the  Qovemment ;  an 
officer  who,  from  bis  pnblie  station  as  weU  as 
bis  high  personal  character,  was  entitled  to  at 
kert  ordinary  comity,  and  an  adherence,  on 
cor  part,  to  a  fur,  manly,  and  liberal  coarse  of 
invest^atioo.  We  were  carrying  a  scrutiny 
into  the  receipts  and  expenditores  of  nearly 
two  iniQions  annnally ;  and  we  shoald  do  it, 
Iw  trusted,  on  the  same  just  principles,  and  the 
Mms  settled  mles  of  evidence,  as  governed  ns 
in  relation  to  similar  saUects  in  other  depart- 
ments, and  in  other  period  of  onr  history. 

How  had  we  got  involved  in  tliia  wide  and 
dcsnltory  debate  t  Assuredly  by  a  mnrvelloas 
departure  from  the  langnoge  and  spirit  of  tbe 
molotion  ttaelf,  on  the  part  of  its  opponents. 
The  resolntion  proposes  simply  to  check  the 
ioqairies  of  tbe  special  committee  into  the 
Motea  of  ramovola  in  the  Poet  Office  Depart- 
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ment.  This  is  a  eingle  and  a  fair  propoution 
for  the  decision  of  this  body.  Tbe  committee 
being  divided,  an  appeal  was  mode  to  yon,  as 
yon  are  the  antliors  m  the  reference,  and  have 
power  to  constme,  amend,  or  abolish  it  alto- 
gether. In  favor  of  that  proposition  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  believed  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  pronounced  an  opinion  the  last  winter, 
after  very  full  debate,  and,  therefore,  not 
"  carefully  avoiding,"  as  the  member  from  Del- 
aware allegea,  an  aigoment  on  tbe  conatmo- 
tion  which  might  be  given  to  tbe  words  of  tbe 
reference  independent  of  that  opinion ;  bat 
oontending  that^  after  snob  an  opimon,  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  intend  to  have  a  constmctioa 
Slaoed  un  the  reference  hostile  to  their  owa 
ecision,  the  minority  opposed  going  into  an 
inqniry  of  the  special  caaaes  of  removal.  They 
believed,  also,  tliat  we  ought  not  to  embark  In 
tliat  inqniry,  because  all  admit  tbe  Postmaster 
Oeneral  has  both  the  leeal  and  constitutional 
right  to  displace  any  of  bis  deputies.  The 
right  or  power  being  conceded,  there  is  no  law 
nor  sense  in  making  him  amenable,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  Senate,  for  any  supposed  abuse 
of  that  power.  For  snch  abuse  he  is  responsi- 
ble only  to  the  other  House,  as  the  impeaching 
body,  or  to  the  President,  who  can  control  or 
remove  him  at  pleasure ;  hut  we,  the  Senate, 
can  neither  impeach  nor  remove  him ;  and,  as 
a  legislative  boay,  have  no  more  right  to  inves- 
tigaU  the  particular  motives  which  influence 
him  in  any  removal,  than  we  have  the  motives 
of  a  collector  of  the  customs,  or  a  marshal,  in 
tbe  removal  of  their  dopnties.  Tbe  general 
course  of  administratdon  in  respect  to  reuovals, 
it  might  be  proper  to  ascertain,  as  once  before 
remarked,  with  a  view  to  legislation.  Bo  might 
it  be  in  respect  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  de- 
partment, with  the  same  view ;  and  the  latter 
mvestigation  might  be  pnsbed  farther,  into  the 
smallest  minntiai,  to  see  if  any  departnre  had 
been  made  from  the  acts  of  Cknigress  about  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures;  and,  if  any  departure, 
what  remedies  might  be  proper  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  tbe  misohi^a.  Bnt,  in  relation 
to  particular  removals,  the  law  had  intrusted 
the  Postmaster  General  with  unlimited  discre- 
tion and  power.  Such  a  discretion  could  not 
be  violated.  There  would  not  be,  in  any  re- 
moval, a  departure  from  the  law,  because  there 
existed  no  law  restricting  bim ;  and  hence  an 
inqniry  into  particular  cases  wae  unjust,  use- 
less, and  improper. 

So  muoh  for  the  direct  meriu  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Bat  mark  the  ingenuity  of  our  oppo- 
nents. In  getting  up  tbe  rest  of  this  extraordi- 
nary debate  I  The  Senator  who  has  just  ad- 
drwsed  yon,  avers,  that  the  moneyed  concerns 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  are  "rapidly 
verging  to  insolvency ; "  that  this  has  been 
caused  by  the  misconduct  of  faithless  and  fraud- 
ulent officers  recently  appointed ;  and  henee, 
that  you  ought  to  permit  the  committee  to  fer- 
ret out  tbe  causes  of  the  removal  of  their  pr«- 
deoeoora.    To  reach  bis  inference,  it  will  be 
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seen  that  the  gentleman  has  been  obliged  to 
resort  to  "  two  asBumptioDB  of  foct,  if  aot  of 
doctriDB,"  io  tbe  iBDgaage  of  Colonel  Lawless. 
If  either  of  those  oseamptions  fail  him,  in  tbe 
proof  or  InveBtigatiOQ,  his  inferenoe  ftgunst  tbe 
checit  contained  in  the  resolntioo  has  no  foun- 
dation to  stand  on,  Like  the  Indian  ph'ilosophj 
MB  to  the  foundation  on  which  the  etulb  Btands, 
he  maj  rest  some  of  his  poMtions  on  the  ele- 
phant, and  the  elephant  upon  the  tortoise ;  bat 
on  what  does  hja  tortoise  stand,  if  the  depart- 
ment is  not,  in  tmtb,  verging  to  insolvency  T 
Or,  iif  enibarraBsed,  it  has  not,  in  tmth,  become 
80  by  neglect  and  corruption,  bat  bj  jonr  own 
system  of  legislation,  largely  increasing  its  ex- 

Senditurest  The  genUeman,  likewise,  has  in- 
olged  In  these  two  aasnmptions,  at  tbe  very 
moment  when  the  oonimittee  were  inqniring 
into  the  real  condition  of  the  ftinds  of  tbe  de- 
partment,  and  when  bia  onestions  about  re- 
roOTOls  might  have  been  Jnaioioosly  postponed, 
it  is  believed,  till  the  tmth  of  the  ossamption, 
as  to  insolvency,  on  which  his  other  qneetions 
rest,  were  folly  ascertained.  Bat  no ;  this  did 
not  sDit  the  leal  and  impatience  of  the  proseon- 
tion.  It  was  thought  hotter  to  gness  at  the 
fact  of  insolvency,  or  attempt  to  show,  from 
imperfect  and  perverted  circnmstances,  than  to 
wait  a  few  days  for  decisive  evidence,  one  way 
or  the  other — evidence,  too,  within  onr  own 
reach,  and  which  we  were  collecting  by  inter- 
rogatories to  the  department,  access  to  its 
I)ookB,  and  tbe  nnlimited  power  conferred  on 
ns  by  ttie  Senate  to  send  anywhere  for  persona 
andpq>ers, 

FniDAT,  Febrnsry  11, 
Pett  Qffiet  D^MTtment  hwtttigation. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonaideralioii  of  Mr. 
GaimnY'e  resole tion, 

Mr.  HpBAona  said  he  declined  entering 
into  any  discossion  on  its  fiscal  concerns, 
bat  stated  bis  objections  to  the  resolntioa,  as 
tending  to  impeach  the  veracity  of  individoals 
who  had  bew  dismissed  from  office  in  the 
copacity  of  witnesses  before  the  special  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  QBUin>T  explained,  and  aatd,  than  this 
nothing  was  farther  from  his  intention,  and  be 
had  no  olfjection  so  to  modify  his  reaolation, 
as  to  do  away  with  any  erroneous  impression 
in  that  respect  which  might  be  formed. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTo:*  said :  I  gave  my  vote  for  the 
resolation  under  which  this  oommittee  was  ap- 
pointedj  bat  most  oertunly  not  with  the  intent 
of  vestmg  them  with  the  power  which  their 
chairman  contends  they  have  a  right  to  exer- 
cise. What  is  that  power?  One,  sir,  that  the 
Benato  has  solemnly  declared,  a[t«r  the  fnllest 
investigation,  that  the  Senate  iuelf  liad  no  right 
to  exercise;  a  debate  in  which  the  honorable 
chairman  of  this  committee  strove  with  his 
osoal  earnestness,  with  nnnsnal  eloquence  and 
ingenuity,  but  strove  in  vain,  to  establish  a 
right  in  the  Senate  to  oall  on  liie  President  to 


give  his  reasons  for  such  removals  from  office  as 
the  Senate  might  deem  improper.  Sir,  tfa« 
honorable  churman  needed  not  to  have  assnred 
ns  that  Ijo  was  tenacious  of  his  purpose  when 
he  thought  tiiat  purpose  right;  the  perse verancQ 
with  which  he  clings  to  the  doctrines  which  he 
on  tbat  occasion  so  ably  advocated,  is  a  proof 
of  this.  Now,  sir,  how  does  the  interrogauvy 
proposed  to  be  put  by  tbe  committee,  and  tha 
argnmeot  by  which  that  right  is  attempted  to 
be  sostcuned ;  how  do  these  differ  from  the  in- 


to oonvinoe  ust  The  Postmaster  General  is  an 
officer  appointed  in  virtue  of  a  lew  which  pre- 
BoribeH  his  duties  and  designates  hU  powers. 
His  great  duty  is  to  securo  the  transmission  of 
the  mail,  and  the  secnrit;  of  the  revenna  to  be 
derived  from  that  soorce.  Tbe  oaaential  power 
given  to  him  for  the  performance  of  these  dn- 
ties,  is  the  appobtment  of  his  deputies,  and,  ta 
a  necessary  conseqnence,  their  romovd,  when- 
ever they  do  not,  in  his  opinion,  properly  per- 
form their  duties;  they  ore  answerable  to  bim 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  to  tbe  President 
— as  the  President  may  remove  him  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  legal  discretion,  so  mj^  he  re- 
move the  deputies  whom  he  has,  on  lus  own 
responsibility,  appointed.  All  the  arguments 
used  against  the  interference  of  tbe  Senate 
with  the  removals  by  the  President,  apply  with 
force  to  any  intermeddling  here.    I  will 


menta ;  they  were  deemed  oonclnsive  then. 
Oircumstances  have  not  obonged;  nor  have  the 
members  of  the  Senate  changed.  Whether  any 
arguments  now  addressed  to  them  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  oommittee  can  have  operated  any 
change  in  their  opinion,  I  should  be  very  mucli 
inclined  to  doubt,  because  I  have  beaM  none 
now  tbat  I  cannot  recollect  perfectly  to  have 
heard  bn  a  former  occasion.  Sir,  they  are  old 
acquaintances,  and  though  they,  like  old  fKend% 
sometimes  pat  on  new  fscee,  and  trick  them- 
selves oat  in  new  dresses  tbat  thej  borrow  fWim 
etoqaenoe  and  talent,  yet  It  requires  no  grrat 
stretch  of  memory  to  recollect  them.  I  will 
simply  ask  the  honorable  chairman  what  prac- 
tical good  he  expects  will  result  from  the  in- 
qniry  I  Let  ns  suppose  it  proper,  and  porsne 
its  course ;  a  discarded  officer  of  the  department 
is  called  before  the  committee  ;  "  Sir,  yon 
were  a  deputy  of  the  Postmaster  General ;  for' 
what  cause  did  he  dismiss  yon  t "  "  Sir,  it  is 
imposdble  for  me  to  tell;  I  was  a  most  meri- 
torious officer,  regalar  in  rendering  my  ao> 
counts,  punctual  in  mj  payments,  diligent  in 
tbe  duties  of  my  office."  "  Call  in  the  Post- 
master General :  Why  ^d  you  dismiae  this 
man  I"  "Because  he  was  totally  unfit  fbr  bia 
office;  he  never  attended  to  its  duties;  bis  mails 
were  rarely  miide  up  in  time;  and  the  mail- 
carriers  were  detained  fbr  hours  at  his  office." 
"Can  yon  bringproof  of  these  chargeet"  "Easi- 
ly; you  have  only  tosend  for  tbe  mail-carrier  be- 
tween Memphis  and  New  Orleans  and  for  eight 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  CONaRBSS. 


r,  issi.] 


Putt  Qffiai  Depmi*m 


4l,«.lig^ 


[Sn 


or  ten  of  tbe  Inhabitants  of  tbe  Tillage  There 
be  lirea;  the  distSQoe  is  Dot  mnch  above  two 
tboDMod  miles,  and  yon  maj  have  thetn  here 
oertwnlj  In  &  year."  The  report  miwc  be  made 
ia  three  weeks.  Here  is  one  case,  and  a  prob- 
able one  :  How  many  snch  in  the  five  han- 
died  oues  of  removal  t  Take  another:  "Why. 
lEr.Poatmaster  General,  did  you  dismiag  A.  B,  ?" 
"  BecRDse,  ur,  I  had  no  aoofldenoe  in  him ;  a 
dSseretioDary  power  was  given  to  me,  which  I 
bare  exercised  in  aU  caae^  acoording  to  the  beet 
of  nyJadgmenL"  Then  I  think  that  inquiry 
nnat  end.  Bnt  eappose,  in  another  case,  the 
•a^idons  which  have  been  expressed,  or  rath- 
er the  positive  charge,  that  lias  been  repeated 
tSI  tbe  echoes  are  tired  with  it,  that  the  re- 
moral  ehoold  have  been  of  a  person  hostile  to 
the  dection  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
and  that  another,  of  opposite  politics,  sbonld 
have  replaced  him ;  snppose  this  to  have  hap- 
pened in  three  hundred  ont  of  the  five  hundred 
ranovals,  what  is  t«  be  the  result!  Why,  the 
honerable  chairman  has  long  since  anticipated 
it  Sach  condnct  is  oormption,  and  cormption 
ia  an  impeachable  ofibnce.  To  this  result,  then, 
we  eome  at  last.  A  oommittee  of  the  Beuste, 
metobera  of  tbe  Ugh  oonrt  for  the  trial  of  im- 
peachments, are  to  be  employed  in  finding  ma- 
terials for  the  aoonaation  ol  an  officer  whom 
they,  in  the  performance  of  their  high  fhuctiona, 
are  to  by ;  bnt  this  seems  to  offer  e 
ottjection  to  the  two  members  of  the  a 
who  liave  argned  agunst  the  resolution ;  they 
think,  and  no  dooht  conscientiously,  that  it  is 
part  of  the  dnt;  delegated  to  them,  to  inquire  and 
procooDoe  npon  this  branch  of  the  accosotion 
^;aiiist  tbe  Postmaster  Qeneral.  Nay,  sir,  they 
bave  gov  further;  they  have  entert^ned,  and 
IMok  It  tbeir  duty  to  pronouuce  on  aocosations 
of  frsnd,  malversation,  and  cormption.  I  did 
sot  Duderetand  them  to  say  that  th«ae  charges 
were  tme ;  but  I  did  distinctly  understand  them 
.  to  1^*  tfaat  they  were  made,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee were  ioqatring  into  their  truth ;  and,  un- 
less I  am  greatly  deceived,  it  was  added,  that 
tibey  were  supported  by  high  evidence.  For- 
tber,  sir,  the  written  (dilation  of  some  of  these 
chai^  was  l^d  before  os ;  wss  read  at  the  re- 

C't  at  the  chainnao,  in  the  shape  of  a  letter 
(Aie  of  t^e  officers  who  had  been  diainiss- 
ed.  ITow,  sir,  agniost  all  this  proceeding  I 
deem  it  a  duty  aolemnly  to  enter  my  protest. 
Every  member  of  this  body  mnst  pnrsoe  that 
eoodnct  which  is  Rotated  by  his  own  sense  of 

Eprietv  and  duty.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
loraue  membws  who  diETer  from  me  on  this 
oocMdOD,  are  to  gtiided.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
iooalpAte  them.  Bnt  I  too  mnst  follow  mine; 
and  my  woee  of  Imperious  doty  urges  me  not 
eajy  to  dissrat  from  this  doctrine,  but  to  point 
oat  the  oonseqnenoes  of  what  I  deem  a  most 
dsogerons  assumption  of  nnconstitntional  pow- 
er. Do  we  not  entirely  disregard  the  allotment 
made  to  na  iu  Uie  distribution  of  the  powers  of 
GovemmeDtl  Do  we  not  encroach  on  those  of 
1  oo-ordinate  branch  f    and,  by  aaeDmiDg  pow- 1 


en  not  delegated  to  ns,  render  ourselves  luoom- 
petent  to  the  performance  of  those  that  are? 
We  appoint  a  committee  for  the  purpose  so  doubt 
of  iaqniriog  whether  any  l^slative  measure  is 
ueoeBsory  to  give  greater  effect  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Post  Office.  To  give  it  any  other' 
oonBtruotion  would  be  to  suppose  it  an  uncou- 
stitotional  measure.  This  committee  asks  for 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  Witli 
oonSdenoe  iu  the  correctness  of  their  course, 
we  give  It  to  them.  And,  nnder  this  delegation, 
it  is  oontended  they  not  only  have  a  right  to  do 
that  which  the  body,  of  which  they  form  a  part, 
has  solemnly  resolved  it  has  no  right  to  do ; 
but,  sir,  that  it  is  their  duty  to  Inqntre  into 
charges  of  fraud  and  corruption  In  the  exercise  of 
his  official  duties,  by  an  officer  npon  whom,  if 
he  should  be  accused,  we  are  afterwards  to  sit 
in  judgment.  Not  only  is  this  inquiry  pursued 
in  the  committee ;  not  only  are  its  members 
forced  to  prejudge  the  case,  bnt  tbe  charge  is 
uttered  in  the  assembied  Senate;  all  of  us  are 
to  have  our  judgments  warped  and  poisoned  by 
hearing  evidence  and  arguments  to  show  tbe 
guilt  or  to  prove  the  innocence  of  tbe  accused. 
And'  then,  with  our  passions  inflamed  with  the 
warmth  of  debate,  with  minds  perverted  by  ex 
parte  evidence,  and  the  miiture  of  political 
feeling  that  has  been  introdnced  Into  tbe  case, 
we  are  to  loke  our  places  beside  yon,  sir,  in  tbe 
angost  tribunal  where  we  had  so  lately  e&t,  and 
we  are  to  call  God  to  witness  that  we  wiu  do- 
cide  coolly,  and  dispassionately,  and  jnsUy,  be- 
tween our  country  and  the  officer  aocnsed. 
How,  nr,  are  we  preparing  ourselves  for  this 
doty?  By  violent  philippics  against  the  man 
who,  if  tlie  opinion  of  those  who  utter  them  ia 
well  founded,  must  appear  at  our  bar  to  answer 
them  I  by  arguments  which  those  who  believe 
in  his  innooenoe  feel  bound  to  use  in  bis  defence  1 
by  the  excitement  which  zeal  and  eloqnenoe 
mnst  naturally  produce  in  the  minds  of  their 
fellow-judges,  (o  whom  they  are  addressed.  In 
our  xeal  for  political  reform,  or  tor  the  advance- 
ment of  jostice,  we  forget  what  we  are.  We 
assume  tbe  accusing,  when  we  have  only 
the  higher,  the  judging  power.  If  one  "twen- 
tieth port  tbe  tithe  "  of  the  accusations  that  have 
been  nttered  on  this  occasion  oguust  this  gen- 
tleman be  well  founded,  he  ought  to  be  im- 
peached; those  who  believe  them  to  be  tme 
ought  immediately  to  produce  the  charges  be- 
fore the  accusing  power,  not  to  reiterate  them 
within  these  walli  where  no  voice  ought  to  be 
heard  in  cases  of  alleged  criminatity  bnt  that 
of  calm  deliberation. 

Sir,  whether  the  charges  are  tme  or  false,  t 
.  ill  not  inquire,  nntil  they  ore  constitutionally 
mode  and  lesslly  proved.  tJnti]  then  I  am 
bound  to  believe  him  innocent,  not  only  by 
doty,  bnt  because  I  believe  him,  as  far  as  my 
observation  has  gone,  to  be  on  npright,  able 
officer,  and  that,  under  his  adrainistraiion,  the 
department  has  greatly  extended  its  usefulness. 
But,  although  this  opinion  may  make  me  re- 
qnire  and  somtinize  proof  before  I  condemn,  it 
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will  DOTer,  if  I  con  ootifi<l«  ia  my  own  Jndg- 
ment,  swerve  me  from  dat;,  if  tbU  proof 
should,  oDDtrary  b>  107  belief  be  produced. 
Not,  on  the  other  hand,  can  the  mlspUoed  in- 
vecCivea,  the  violent,  acrimonious,  ana  repeated 
charges  that  have  been  made,  bias  me  against 
the  man  whom  I  esteem.  The  honorable  chtur- 
man  of  the  committee  maj,  as  he  sajs  he  will, 
"teach  his  starling  to  orj  proscription"  nntjl 
all  the  prating  partf  parrots  of  the  conntrf  can 
repeat  it.  He  maj,  as  he  says  he  will,  find  his 
victim  "  when  he  lies  asleep,  and  in  his  ear 
jDAj  halloo  proscription  1"  He  mav  make  the 
Senate  resound  with  this  catchwora  of  a  part; 
nntil  he  is  hoano  with  the  repelJUon.  Tet, 
sir,  I  trost  the  members  of  that  angust  body 
will  be  calm ;  they  will  not  suffer  themselTes 
to  condemn  or  acquit  but  in  the  performance 
of  their  oonstitutiooal  fonctions,  nor  suffer  any 
delegated  power  to  transcend  those  limits  which 
they  have  determined  to  be  the  boondary  of 
tbeir  powers. 

Berore  I  conclude,  let  me  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware,  whether  he  thinlcs  his 
favorite  word  might  not  l>e  with  some  propriety 
applied  to  the  hearing  ex  parte  aconsations  of 
frand,  corruption,  and  other  misdemeanors 
a^inst  a  high  officer,  repeating  them  in  the 
highest  coancil  of  the  nation,  and  speeding 
them  on  the  winga  of  his  eloquence  through 
the  land,  before  the  accused  has  even  answered 
to  the  charge.  The  good  feelings  which  I  know 
that  Senator  to  possess,  will,  unless  I  greatly 
mistake,  in  his  moments  of  calm  redectjou,  lead 
him  to  regret  the  course  which  an  honest  but 
mistaken  zeal  haa  led  him  to  pnrane  on  this 
occauon. 

The  observations,  sir,  of  the  Senator  from 
Uune  (Ur.  SpBAaux)  are  correct.  The  resola- 
tion  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Tenoeasee 
does  not  go  Ear  enough.  I  ofier  the  following 
amendment :  Strike  out  from  the  word  "  to," 
and  insert — "make  inqairy  into  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  the  Postmaster  General  to 
make  any  removals  of  his  deputies ;"  so  as  to 

Setoittd,  That  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December  last  to  inquira  Into 
the  condilioQ  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  are 
not  authoriied  to  make  inquiry  into  the  Teasona 
which  have  ioduced  the  Poaimaater  Oeneral  to 
make  an;  removals  of  his  deputies. 

Mr.  Gbuiidt  accepted  the  modification  offered 
by  Mr.  Ijrrnjoaros. 


Sa.TUBDAT,  Febniaiy  IB. 

After  disposing  of  some  private  bills  and  other 
morning  basinesa — 

The  eclipse  having  reached  the  greatest 
obscuration  of  the  sna  alwnt  this  time,  and  the 
Senate  appearing  indisposed  to  go  on  with  busi- 
ness— 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  a^onm. 


UOBDAT,  February  H. 

Mr.  FBiLnraHureiN  laid  <n  tlM  table  tbtt 
followicg  reatdntion : 

Rftotvtd,  That  the  Preaideut  of  die  Ualted  Btatw 
be  required  to  inform  the  Benata  wbedwr  Ike  pro- 
virfons  or  the  act  entitled  "Aa  aet  to  regulate 
trade  and  Inlercourae  with  the  Indian  tribia,  aal 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  Frootien,''  paaasd  the  SOth 
March,  1803,  have  been  fully  complied  with  on  the 

K  of  the  United  Slates  GoremmaBt ;  and,  if  they 
I  not,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  of  the  reasocia 
that  have  induced  the  Government  to  decline  tha 
enforcement  of  the  said  act.' 

TuiBDAT,  February  15. 
Thahdiani. 

The  resolution  yesterday  sahmltted  by  Mr. 
FBELiiiaHCTsnr,  was  then  taken  up. 

Vr.  FaBUKOHinsKB  said  he  had  presented 
this  rosolntion  for  the  purpose  of  certainly 
ascertaining  the  views  and  purpose  of  the  Eaee- 
ntive  In  respect  to  the  Indian  relatione  of  iLe 
OovermnenL  We  cannot,  sdd  Mr.  F.,  offldsDy 
rely  npon  any  report  or  information  I>at  that 
which  comes  to  as  nnder  tlie  official  sanetion  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate.  And,  sir,  the  Senata 
and  the  nation  have  a  right  to  know  his  policy. 
I  am  aware  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  hia 
report  to  the  Preddent^  of  December  laat,  haa 
undertaken  to  dispose  of  the  interconrae  law 
of  leoa,  by  a  very  short  process.  He  haa, 
indeed,  cut  the  Gordian  knot.  He  asstmies 
the  whole  ground  of  the  Indian  controversy  ; 
takes  as  established,  withont  argument  or  proof; 
the  whole  matter  in  issue,  and    then    very 

favely  draws  oat  the  conclusion,  that  this  law 
unoonstitntional,  and  ought  not  to  be  exe- 
cuted. He  asserts  the  red  men  to  ba  citizNis 
of  the  States,  and  inqnires,  as  if  snrprised  at 
the  necesuty  of  asking  the  question,  whether  a 
sovereign  State  has  not  the  right  to  legUate 
over  all  her  citisens,  white  and  red  I  Sir,  be 
has  not  even  undertaken  to  show  bow  the  red  , 
men,  the  Cherokees  for  example,  became  citi- 
zens of  Georgia ;  and  yet  the  suggeationa  of  bia 
report  are  put  forth  as  a  seriotu  expodtioD  of 
public  law. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  nrovisions  of  this 
law,  and  the  causes  which  lea  to  its  enactmen^ 
will  shed  very  clear  light  upon  its  nature  and 
obligation.  Until  the  year  1T96,  the  relations 
of  Uie  United  Stat«a  with  the  Indian  tribea 
chiefly  rested  upon  the  stipulations  contained 
in  onr  treaties  made  with  these  nations,  and 
the  principles  of  general  lair.  About  the  time 
first  named,  our  Government  considered  this 
subject  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  engrosa 
the  distinct  deliberation  and  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, and  accordingly,  in  the  eee^on  of  'S6,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  raised  a  com- 
mittee on  r«gnlating  trade  and  interoonree  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peaoe  on  the 
frontiers.  While  the  matter  wsa  subeisting 
before  this  committee,  a  communication  was 
made  by  the  then  President,  (General  Wadi- 
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ington,)  which,  while  it  UlostrfttM  tbe  oharacter 
of  tlut  ezilted  statesmuk,  afforda  a  very  vala- 
ible  portioii  of  historj,  that  will  r«fi^h  the 
bMits  tud  enooaraee  the  bopea  of  eveiy  friend 
of  tlie  IndiaiiB.  After  the  treaties  made  b^  the 
United  8ttiee  widi  tiie  Oherokees  in  the  yean 
lltS  and  1791,  obiuIIt'  known  h;  the  nAmes  of 
the  treaties  of  Hopewell  and  HoUton,  intnisions 
were  repeatedly  meditated  upon  the  teiritoriea 
of  that  nation,  and  Governor  Blonnt,  of  the 
t«rnt0T7  south  of  the  Ohio,  in  ITSS,  apprised 
President  Washingiton  of  these  designs ;  upon 
which  he  addressed  a  message  to  Oonsress,  as 
^ipear«  in  the  following  eitract  from  the  Joar- 
Dsk  ef  the  fioase  of  Representatives : 

"  TcESDAT,  J'tbmary  S,  1YS0 A  menage  in  writ- 
ing ni  receired  from  the  Preeident  of  the  United 
Sutet,bj)lrDandndgo,  hlssecretarr,  asfoUoweth: 
"TTiiiTaii  Srirra,  librvary  2,  1976. 

"GentlenMD  of  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Jtepre- 
KtrtstiTei;  I  traiumEt  herenich  a  cop;  of  a  letter, 
diled  the  18th  oC  December  laat,  from  Qovemor 
Blosnt  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating  the  atowal 


which  the  Cnited  States  have  b;  treaty  solemnl< 
^rutted  to  that  nation.  ^  The  lojuatice  of  mc!i 
ntruODi,  and  the  miscbierons  coneeqDences  which 
Biiifl  neceaiarily  lesnlt  therefrom,  demand  that 
elbcmal  proviMon  be  made  to  prevent  them. 

"  GEORGE  WASHDJQTON." 
Here,  stud  Hr.  P.,  the  principles  and  spirit  of 
Indian  intAreonrse  ore  traced  np  to  their  head 
^ring.    We  r^oioe  to  find  their  origin 


is  Eseontive  doonment. 


Sir,  this  record  of  other  times,  now,  when  to 
brMk  f«th  with  an  Indian  Is  construed  down 
into  Bomethiog  short  of  dishonor — now,  when 
the  donds  ore  gathering  over  and  aronnd  the 
hopee  of  these  foraaken  people — at  this  gloomy 
tpock  in  their  history,  to  look  npon  this  solemn 
a^nowledgment  of  all  their  rights  u  "  a  na- 
tion,"  and  our  sacred  obligations  by  "  treaty," 
and  onder  Washington's  own  hand,  is  a  grat^Fu 
■abject  for  oonsoladon.  Would,  sir,  that  Gen- 
er^  Jackson  might  be  persuaded  to  pnt  away 
from  him  all  those  hasty,  ill-ooasidered  coan- 
■els,  that  ore  leading  him  away  from  the  brood 
ind  Inmiaous  path  of  iBnatrioaB  precedent. 

Bnt  to  proceed  with  the  history.  This  Ues- 
Mge  and  the  letter  were,  in  the  first  place, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoose, 
and  afterwards  to  a  Select  Oommittee  of  sixteen 
memberei,  composed  of  Hr.  Eillhonse,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mr.  Findlay,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr,  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  White, 
Mr.  Abiel  Foster,  Mr.  Dearborn  Mr,  Malbone, 
Kr.  Back,  Mr.  Patten,  Mr.  Milledge,  Mr.  Green- 
up, and  Mr.  Crabh.  In  the  selection  of  this 
committee,  we  perceive  the  importance  that 
waa  attached  to  the  sabject-motter  of  General 
Washington's  communication,  and  the  princi- 
|dos  that  shonld  regulate  onr  Indian  affairs.  A 
committee  of  the  first  names  in  Congress,  mem- 
Iwrs  &om  the  difiTerent  States,  and  Qeergia  of 


the  nnmber,  took  np  the  treaties  made  with 
these  tribes,  and  the  datiea,  righto,  and  privi- 
It^es  that  grew  out  of  our  relations,  and  re- 
ported to  Congress  the  first  interconrae  bill, 
which  became  ii  law  in  May,  1TS6,  and  which, 
in  all  its  material  provisions,  is  now  the  snbsiat- 
ingand  unrepealed  law  of  the  land. 

These  treaties,  scud  Mr.  F.,  had,  amongst 
other  things,  traced  and  settied  the  boundary 
lines  of  territory  between  the  XJnited  States 
and  the  Indians.  And  in  the  few  sections  of 
this  law,  to  which  I  shall  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  they  will  perceive  that  in  the 
Congress  of  ITBa,  of  1799,  and  of  1802,  the 
several  periods  when  this  law  came  under 
pabiio  consideration,  these  boundaries  specified 
in  the  treaties  were  reco^ized  and  adopted,  ond 
became  the  govemiug  line  of  territoiy,  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill.  This  law,  like  the 
treaties,  runs  the  broad  line  between  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  Cherokees,  and  recogniioa 
it  as  the  boundary  between  separate  and 
distinct  nati<»iH, — between  "ottizena  of  the 
United  Btates"  and  "the  Cherokees,"  in  n»eci- 
flo  and  appropriate  terms.  No  one  of  all  the 
enlightened  and  exalted  men  who  filled  the 
seats  of  power,  and  aided  in  the  councils  of  the 
conntry  in  1790,  entertained  the  notion  for  a 
moment,  that  Georgia  had  even  the  color  of  a 
clum  to  the  property  or  persons  of  these  tribe* 
of  free,  and,  as  to  her,  independent  people,  and 
they  legislated  conoeming  them  accordingly. 
After  thus  fixing  the  boundary,  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  law  enacts,  "  that  if  any  citizen  of, 
or  other  person  resident  in,  the  United  States, 
oi  either  of  the  territorial  districts  of  the 
United  States,  shall  cross  over  or  go  within  the 
said  boundary  line  to  hunt,  &o.,  or  shall  drive 
or  otherwise  convey  any  stock  of  horses  or 
cattle  to  range  on  any  lands  allotted  or  secured 
bytreaty  with  the  United  States  to  any  Indian 
tribes,  he  ahall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
six  months.  And  by  the  fourth  section  it  ia 
farther  etucted,  that  if  any  such  oitizen  or  other 
person  shall  go  into  any  town,  settlement, 
or  territory  belonging  or  secured  by  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  robbery,  larceny, 
tresposs,^  or  other  crime,  agdnst  the  person  or 
property  of  any  friendlv  Indian  or  Indians, 
which  would  be  pnnished  if  committed  wittiin 
the  Jurisdiction  of  any  State,  against  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  &a.,  such  offender  shall 
forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twelve 
months."  Sir,  who  con  fail  to  pereeive  how 
perfectly  palpable  is  the  distinction  between  ' 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  State  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  territory  of  the  Indian  nations  t 
Every  provision  of  this  taw  ia  based  upon  this 
distinction,  and  would  be  absurd  and  incon- 
gruous without  it. 

Again,  sir,  the  fifth  section  provides  "  that 
if  any  such  citizen  or  other  person  shall  make 
a  settlement  on  any  lands  belonging,  or  secured 
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or  gaarantied  bj  tmtj  with  tlio  United  States, 
bi  &ay  Indian  tribe,  or  shall  anrvej  or  Attempt 
to  BQrve;  anch  IrdiIb,  or  designate  any  of  the 
bonndoriM,  by  marking  trees  or  otherwiM,  aooh 
offender  shall  forfeit  a  snm  not  exceeding  one 
thonsand  dollars,  and  sofFer  impriaounent  not 
exceeding  twelve  months ;  and  it  shall  more- 
over be  lawfnl  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  snuh  meaaores  and  employ  snch 
military  force  as  he  m^  Jndge  neoeasory  to 
remove  from  lands  belonging  or  seonred  by 
treaty  sa  aforesud,  to  any  Indian  tribe,  any  sQch 
citizen  or  otJier  person,  who  has  made  or  shall 
hereaAer  make  or  attempt  to  make  a  settlement 
thereon."  Here,  again,  the  nnambigoons  prin- 
ciples of  our  national  policy  are  developed  too 
plainly  to  be  mistaken,  or  misonderMood.  A 
policy,  thns  sanctioned  by  the  oonearrent  opin- 
ions of  ail  snecearive  Prtsidenta,  and  by  the  W- 
monions  legislatiwi  of  Congress  for  the  last  tbir- 
ty-flve  years,  is  suddenly  sM^led  by  the  opini(m 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  songht  to  be  frus- 
trated and  avoided — and  for  what, 
what!  To  enable  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
break  over  this  iranndary — this  sacred  ttonndary 
— to  Invade  the  poasessions  of  oor  allies — and 
deprive  them  of  their  property  and  liberties. 

Let  ns  for  a  moment  review  some  of  the 
features  of  Qeoigia  legislation.  Onr  act,  be  it 
remembered,  probibita  all  surveys  or  attempts 
at  surveying  of  Indian  lands,  by  any  citiien  of 
the  United  States,  or  other  person.  Georgia 
lies,  by  a  late  act  of  her  Legislature,  resolved 
to  survey  the  Cherokee  country — now  listen — 

"  Sic.  8S.  And  In  it  further  maeUd,  Thit  any  p«i^ 
son  or  peraons  wbo  Bhall,  bj  force,  menaces,  or 
other  meaoB.  prevent,  or  attempt  to  pi«TSDt,  vaj 
SDrveyor  or  survejon  from  rtuming  any  line  or 
lines,  or  doing  and  performing  soy  act  required  of 
him  or  them  oy  this  act,  sbaU,  on  Indictment,  and 
eonvictlon  lbereof|  be  sentenced  lo  the  pemtenliaif , 
at  hsrd  labor,  for  the  term  of  five  years." 

And  the  following  section  sUll  farther  dis- 
closes the  natnre  of  the  proceedings  in  that 
State,  of  which  we  complam  : 

"  Bsc.  T.  And  be  it  further  enaettd  bg  the  autkor- 
ity  afortiaid,  That  all  while  penons  residing  wtthin 
tbe  nmita  of  the  Cherokee  nKtion  on  the  1st  day  of 
March  next,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  irlthoat  a 
license  or  permit  from  hia  Eicellenej  the  Governor, 
or  fhim  luch  sgent  as  his  EicelleDoy  the  Qoveraor 
■hall  Buthoriie  to  graet  such  a  permit  or  Ueenae, 
and  vho  shall  not  have  taken  the  oath  hereinafter 


punished  by 

flnemeat  io  the  peoiCeDtiary,  at  hard  labor,  for  a 
term  not  less  than  four  years  ;  Provided,  That  the 
proviaions  of  this  eeclion  ehall  not  be  eo  construed 
as  to  eitend  to  any  autboriied  agent  or  agents  of 
the  Government  of  tbe  United  States,  or  of  this 
Blate,  or  to  any  peisoii  or  persona  who  may  rent 
any  of  those  improveraeata  which  have  been  aban- 
doned by  Indians  who  have  emigrated  weat  of  the 
Miaaisuppi :  Frmitbd,  That  nothing  ccniained  in 
this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  extend  to 
white  females,  and  all  male  children  imder  twenty 
jBBis  of  age," 
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Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  crisis  has  arrived,  when 
tJjis  conflict  mnst  be  decided.  Here  is  direct 
repugnancy  between  the  le^alation  of  the 
United  Stat«B,  and  that  of  Georgia.  Where  la 
the  Eseontive  arm  of  the  General  GoverameDt 
to  protect  onr  laws  and  our  treotJes  from  viola- 
tion t  I  cannot,  sir,  anticipate  that  the  Pi«n- 
dent  will  refuse  to  execole  the  laws  of  the 
land.  I  must  hear  it  from  himself.  I  maintain 
it,  sir,  aa  one  of  the  aonndeat  priodples  of  onr 
constitution,  that  the  Executive  does  not  pos- 
seas  the  tremendous  power  of  dispannng  wi^i 
the  enforcement  of  public  statutes.  If  a  conad- 
totional  scruple  ehall  affect  the  mind  of  a  Prea- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to  any  act 
of  Congress,  he  mnst  get  rid  of  Lis  scruples,  or 
homay  laydownhisoommisaioD;  but  while  be 
holds  the  office,  he  mnst  faithfully  execnte 
every  law.  It  is  absolutely  in^terxtive.  The 
people  of  this  country  will  jealously  watch 
over  this  branch  of  Executive  duty.  They 
will  expect  its  ftilfilment,  sir,  to  the  veiy 
letter.  Of  all  the  men  in  this  nation,  the  Pres- 
dent  ia  tbe  last  who  should  pause  upon  the 
requirements  of  any  statnto.  He,  at  least, 
sboold  be  exemplary  in  obedience. 

It  may  be,  and  has. been  said,  that  the  opin- 
ions of  the  President  may  bo  inferred  from  tiie 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  on  this 
ant^ect,  and  by  the  President  commnnioated  lo 
Congress.  I  know,  sir,  that  a  conclusion  might 
be  drawn  ft'om  the  uleuoe  of  the  Eieontive. 
But,  on  ao  momentous  a  question,  I  can  leave 
nothing  to  inference.  I  submit,  sir,  that  it  is 
jnst  and  fair  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  pro- 

Saiind  a  diroct  inquiry,  and  obtain  from  him  a 
ireot  reply. 

After  some  further  dtsonsslon  on  the  form  aa 
well  as  the  substance  of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  BuiTOK  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  to  give  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
an  opportunity  to  modify  it  so  aa  to  call  for 
certain  specific  information  as  to  the  Indian 
intercourse  law  of  1803 ;  but  the  motion  was 
n^tived — IS  to  26, 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption 
of  the  reaolation,  and  deciaad  in  the  afflnnstive : 
yeas  48  oays  8, 

Tht  Pvt  Qfflet  Bepartmmt. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  following  reso- 
InlJon  of  Mr.  Gbdhbt,  as  modified  by  Mr- 
LivnresTON,  via: 

StieUtd,  That  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December  laat  to  inquire  mlo 
the  condiUon  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  »n 
not  anthoriied  to  loake  Inquiry  Into  tbe  reaND* 
which  have  induced  the  Poatmaater  General  to  make 
any  removals  of  hia  deputies. 

Mr.  NoBia  made  eome  remarks  in  opposift" 

the  resolution ;  when  the  question  was  taken 
on  its  adoption,  and  carried  in  the  affirmant 
I  follows : 

Yias.— Mesna.  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown, 
DiekerM>n,  Dodlsy.  KUia,  Forayth,  Grondt,  Hayne, 
Iredell,  Kane,  King,  Uvlngston,  PoindcH",  BotPia* 
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Mn,8uibrd,  ^th  of  Ud.,  Etaiilh  of  S.  C,  T>ie- 
Tell,  Troop,  Tjlw,  While,  Woodbnrj^a*. 

S»iv— McMci.  Bulon,  Bell,  Buniett,  Chkmbon, 
Okue,  CUjton,  Foot,  Fr«liiighn7wn,  Hendrioki, 
HobM,  Jotuuon,  Knight,  Ibrki,  Nsad^n,  (foble, 
Bobbiu,  Bugf^  SejiDOur,  Sllab«e,  WebiCer,  WQ- 
ltj-11. 


WxDnsDAT,  FebrnaiT  10, 

Tbe  SeuAte  then  took  up  the  fotlowliu;  reoo- 

tatiMi,  sabmitted  jMteraaj'  bj  Mr.   Lirnro- 

'JUnhti,  Tb&t'  •  committea,  to  consiBt  of  three 
BOBbatB,  be  appoiated  to  prepare,  and  report,  at 
Ibo  Mit  Mirion,  a  BTitcm  of  cItII  snd  crimiaal  law 
fi>r  lb*  Dhtrict  of  CJoIumbla,  and  for  the  organiza- 
tloB  of  Iba  conrti  tlMrein." 

On  this  reaolation  a  debat«  took  pUee,  whioh 
lasted  until  Dear  thre«  o'clock,  in  wnich  Messra. 
Limoaros,  Cnuauts,  Wkbstkb,  Foot,  Fob- 
BTTH,  Himc,  Bibb,  and  Noslb,  took  part. 

Alter  so  long  a  diBoussioii,  the  demit«  was 
arrested  hj  Hi.  Foot,  who  read  a  paragrqih 
from  Jefferaon'H  Manool,  to  show  that,  after  an 
■djoarament  of  GoDgresL  do  committee  oonld 

Nt  ia  the  recess,  the  two  Wdlea  being  dimoWed. 

He  moved  to  laj  the  reeolntion  on  the  table ; 

vbieh  motion  prevailed. 


Tkcbsdai,  February  17. 

Paul»tiarj/PanMment  of  Dualling,  Oamblinff 

ud  Fargiry  m  ike  IHitriet  ^f  Columbia. 


Tbea  tlie  tnll  had  been  read  throngb, 

Mr.  HATm  remarked  that  he  had  not  pidd 
tbat  attention  to  the  bill  whioh  would  justify 
!u9  sctiog  Dpon  iL  He  thought,  however,  that 
lie  heard  the  clerk  read  a  daase  (in  the  13tb 
wetion)  making  it  a  peoitentiair  offenoe  to  send 
1  cbilteo^  to  fight  a  duel.  Be  asked  that  it 
night  agam  be  read. 

lifter  the  reading  of  the  13th  aection  of  the 
Kt,  which  ranks  daelltng  with  foi^^erf  and 
HW  infamona  orimee,] 

Hr.  H.  sud  he  was  no  advocate  of  duelling. 
Bt  wonid  be  yvrj  ^ad  if  anj  means  could 
be  deviled  to  put  an  end  to  the  praotioe.  Bat 
Ui  experience  had  taught  him  that  every 
Mtenpt  to  lefpalate  onreasonablj  npon  that 
m1^  had  <mly  tended  to  make  the  matter 
viBN.  To  olaaa  it,  aa  the  present  bill  did,  with 
the  aime  of  perjury  and  Ita  kindred  offeocea, 
H  iSMDed  to  him,  wonld  be  prodnotive  of  more 
tril  than  beiteSt.  Under  these  dretnuMaoeea, 
^  Bwved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  tbe  Oom- 
mittee  on  tbe  District  of  Colombia,  to  give  an 
mortnnitf  for  ita  reviaal  in  this  partionlar. 

}b.  Vooi>niiBT  observed   that  there    ' 
iDother  olaase  in  the  UIl  which  U>  him  seei 
ntlier  extraordinary.    It  wsa  that  which  made 
TouZL— 18 


the  offence  of  gambling  pnnlshabte  by  conflti»- 
ment  in  tbe  penitentluT'.  He  wished,  If  the 
bill  shonld  be  recommitted,  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  this  clause. 

Mr.  0HA1IBKB8  said,  tbe  olanse  allnded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr. 
EATm,)  that  of  daelling,  hod  met  tlie  attention 
of  the  oommittee,  and  we  force  of  some  of  the 
bjections  had  been  felt    In  his  own  view  of 


duels,  where  witnesses  were  called  npon  in 
oases  of  proeecntions  for  duels.  He  could  not 
say  that  this  was  entirely  reooncllahle  with  his 
views  of  ri^ht ;  bat,  with  regard  to  claBsing 
this  crime  with  others  of  an  infamons  charac- 
ter.it  Was  conceived  that  the  most  effectnal  way 
of  destroying  those  btal  ideas  which  honorable 
and  high-minded  maD  entertained  of  the  prac- 
tice, was  to  degrade  it,  and  place  it  on  a  level 
with  crimes  of  the  most  iiuunoas  hue.  This 
ooorae,  it  was  believed,  would  do  more  to  exter- 
minate this  fell  evil  from  the  land  than  any 
other.  It  was  designed  to  assign  it  that  low 
and  degraded  rank,  in  crimes,  which  should 
make  it  infamous,  and  thus  save  the  honorable 
and  high-minded  portion  of  mankind  from 
particupating  in  it.  It  was  evident  to  the  com- 
mittee that  nothing  bnt  public  sentiment  could 
correct  this  great  evil ;  and  if  it  was  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  that  the  provision  of  the  bill  was 
inexpedient,  it  would  be  shown  by  voting  for 


The  view  taken  by  the  gentleman  Arom  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Woodbcbt)  on  the  penalt;  fbr 
oertaiu  kinds  of  gamblhig  also  deserved  some 
coneideration.  He  could,  however,  inform  that 
gentlunan  that  the  provi^on  was  not  entirely 
a  new  one.  He  instanced  a  case  in  his  own 
State,  (Maryland,)  where  an  individoal  had 
been  inoaroerated  in  the  peniteatiaiy  for  this 
crime,  In  relation  to  the  evidence  of  this 
crime,  also,  it  was  well  known  that  it  was 
diffionlt  to  procure  it  by  any  other  means  than 
through  tiiose  who  were  ^emselvcs  the  vio- 
tima,  and  were  entrqiped  in  the  toils  of  the 
gambler. 

Mr.  0.  sdd,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
to  recommit  uie  tdll,  be  should  not  strenuoosly 
oppose  it,  though  he  thonght,  as  the  snttJect 
was  now  before  the  Senate,  its  features  eoold 
he  regulated  there, 

Mr.  WooDBoBT  said,  in  relation  to  the  clause 
which  be  had  alluded  to,  that  of  making  gam- 
bling a  penitentiary  offence,  he  would  only 
remark,  that  in  the  State  which  he  had  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  and,  indeed,  in  all 
tbe  Eastern  States,  where  it  was  conceded  that 
''  ~       iple  were  as  strict  in  their  moral  views 

I '- any  part  ofthe  world,  the  crime 

m  quesnon  was  onlr  punishable  by  fine.  It 
might  be,  that  in  ouier  parte,  where  tbe  evil 
was  more  prevalent,  stronger  punishments  were 
requisite,  Ctf  ^is  he  woula  not  pretend  to 
Judge ;  though,  in  moat  of  the  oonstitntions  of 
the  Eastern  and  Morthem  States  to  which  h« 
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had  adverted,  a  claase  was  ineerted  declariDe 
that  DO  new  or  inordinate  punishiaeiita  Hhonld 
be  inflioted.    , 

Mr.  PoiKDBXTKB  Said  that  he  was  not  an 
advocate  for  daelling.  He  referred  to  the  lawB 
of  the  several  States  upon  the  subject ;  to  those 
of  New  York,  Virginia,  and  he  believed  North 
Carolioa.  In  those  States  the  penalt;  for 
daelliog  was  disqualification  from  office,  and 
officers  were  required  to  take  an  oath  that  they 
bad  not  been,  and  would  not  be,  engaged  in  a 
duel.  This  wbh  as  far  as  anj  of  the  States 
went  in  their  enactments  on  the  snbiect.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Mar7tand,  said  Hr. 
P.,  mast  be  aware  that  the  most  distinguished, 
tbe  roost  honorable,  and  high-minded  men  in 
this  or  any  other  conntry  had  been  involved  in 
dnels ;  and  he  asked  if  there  was  not  reason  to 
fear  that  the  suppression  of  the  practice  woald 
lead  to  a  worse  result,  the  introdnotion  of  the 
sUletto.  If  duelling  were  rendered  infamous 
or  impracticable,  would  not  men  find  it  oeces- 
aary  to  wear  a  dirk  t«  defend  themselves  from 
insnltl  If  a  man  of  independent  mind  and 
honorable  feelings  partook  of  none  of  tbe  cbarao- 
teristics  of  a  buliy,  he  would  still  defend  his 
bonor  at  any  hazard.  He  asked  if  sncb  a  result 
had  not  been  seen  in  Virginia,  where  penalUes 
had  been  imposed  upon  me  practice.  He  did 
not  advert  t«  that  State  with  any  feelings  of 
disrespect ;  far  from  it ;  for  there  were  men 
who  held  it  creditable  to  be  tenacious  of  their 
honor.  Bat  he  believed  that  the  enactment  of 
severe  penalties  would  have  the  tendency  of 
compelling  men  to  resort  to  the  knife  to  redress 
their  personal  wrongs.  In  legislating  for  tbe 
District  of  Oolnmbia,  Congress  should  not  go 
further  than  any  of  the  8t^»s  have  gone.  He 
was  in  any  event  opposed  to  rauKiug  this 
offence  with  the  meet  infamous  of  orimes. 

Ur.  FBXLtHOBinsRii  said  be  shoold  oppose 
the  recommitment  of  this  bill.  If  no  other 
oonsideratioD  had  done  so,  tbe  remarks  of  the 
Bentleman  fhim  Vississippi  (Ur.  Poindeztes) 
bad  convinced  him  of  the  propriety  of  its  pro- 
visions. He  was  ready  to  grant  that  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men  hod  given  counte- 
nance by  their  example  to  this  barbarous  usage. 
But  would  any  man,  in  this  age,  contend  that 
it  was  essential  to  resort  to  tbe  pistol  or  the 
■tUetto  to  aven^  personal  injories)  He  ap- 
proved of  this  bill,  and  this  mode  of  legislating 
upon  this  subject.  It  was  saying  to  these  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men,  if  yon  persist  in 
this  infamons  practice,  we  must  show  you  that 
there  is  a  power  stronger  than  your  false  notions 
of  honor.  It  is  found  in  the  laws  of  your 
country ;  and  the  result  of  your  perseverance 
must  lead  to  disgrace,  degra&tion,  and  infamy. 

Ur.  F.  said  he  was  about  to  state,  Itefore  he 
heard  the  remarks  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Misu^ 
rippi,  (Hr.  FoiNDEiTEB,}  what  his  own  experi- 
ence had  taught  bim  on  this  subject.  In  the 
State  which  he  had  the  boner  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, the  only  way  to  put  down  the  practice 
bod  been  fbiuid  to  be  to  brand  the  aot  with 


infamy.  Such  measurea  had  been  tak«i,aiid  it 
bad  had  the  jedred  effect.  It  would  doubdMS 
have  the  effect  here ;  for  when  the  le^alon 
of  the  coontry  pnt  their  seal  of  condemnation 
upon  it — when  the  youth  aaw  that  their  fatbeit 
and  legislators  were  bent  on  putting  it  down, 
it  would  soon  grow  into  disrepute,  and  &11  un- 
der the  predominance  of  correct  sentiraenls. 
In  trying  Uie  erperiment  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  it  was,  indeed,  found  necessary  to  sbov 
that  the  puns  and  penalties  enacted  against  tbe 
offence  were  meant  to  be  enforced.  But  wlien 
this  was  discovered,  and  the  brand  of  infamy 
was  affixed  to  the  crime,  it  had,  in  a  measure, 
ceased  to  exist ;  it  had  had  the  effect  of  correct- 
ing the  pnblic  sentiment.  It  is  such  an  evil,  s»d 
Hr.  F.,  as  every  good  man  should  unite  Mb  \aia- 
ence  and  his  interest  in  correcting.  Mr.  F. 
sud,  in  commencing  tbe  operation  of  the  coiree- 
tive  in  New  Jersey,  feara  of  some  of  tbe  etili 
predicted  by  the  gentleman  did  seem  to  be 
justified.  Bot  now,  since  it  had  been  readEted 
infamous,  if  the  crime  was  ever  committed,  it 
was  done  by  stealth  only. 

Hr.  LiviNoaroN  sdd,  the  difficulty  here  en- 
countered in  this  bill  was  a  proof  that  it  had 
been  hastily  drawn,  and  had  not  received  that 
attention  and  digestion  which  it  reqiured.  Of 
this  he  was  before  fiilly  aware,  when  he  had 
submitted  his  proposition  of  yesterday,  which 
had  been  l^d  upon  the  table.  He  had  not 
intended,  however,  to  have  interfered  with  the 

g -ogress  of  tbe  bill  by  making  a  single  remsrt 
nt  since  a  motion  had  been  made,  on  wbicb 
he  most  give  a  vole,  he  would  make  a  few  ex- 
planatory observations. 
Mr.L.s  ■■  ■■ 

criminal  ji-___^ —    

considerate  steps  bad  been  taken,  as  that  no* 
under  discussion.  Existing  laws  punish  all 
such  offensive  words  as  come  under  the  apelis- 
tion  of  libels  and  slanders,  bnt  not  those  nimor 
offences  under  tbe  denomination  of  ineulU.    hi 


L.  said  there  wns,  perhaps,  no  sulyect  in 
a1  jurisprudence,  on  which  so  many  in- 


case, the   pers<Hi   aggrieved   brinjs  1"* 
at  law ;  in  the  other,  be  sends  a  chsllen^ 
The  reason  is  obvious ;  for  these  are  the  oaij 
remedies  in  his  power. 

Mr.  L.  hero  introduced  a  letter  on  tlus  subject 
referring  to  the  effects  of  the  coursa  pursued 
by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  an  advoca^  of 
that  policy  which  readers  doellists  incapable  ol 
holding  office.  In  Uiia,  Mr.  L.  said  there  waa 
high  authority  for  tbe  belief  that  the  enact- 
ments of  Virginia  had  been  highly  beoeMiW- 
Hr.  L.  said  he  differed  fVom  his  friend  from 
Hissiasippi,  (Mr.  PonrnaxTZit,)  in  tiie  idea  no 
had  advanced  that  tbe  suppression  of  doeJIUg 
would  introduce  the  use  of  the  stiletto.  It»»» 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  American  people  to 
resort  to  enoh  instruments.  It  did  not  belong 
to  tbem.  Bnt  there  was  another  «'""?; 
feared.  It  was  that  of  impunity ;  Ihe  diOM"? 
of  procuring  testimony  in  cases  of  ^''*'\~r 
the  strong  feelings  entertained  by  jnrora  them- 
selves in  exculpation  of  offenders.  The  ressM 
of  this  was  obviously  that  the  pnnishmen'  ww 
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■ItogttWdiqtKqMntionate  to  the  offence.  Such 
he  ooDodTed  to  be  the  case  in  the  present  bilL 
He  would  Civor  the  plan  of  diafHoohiiiiiK 
ofitD^n,  ud  thna  affecting  their  pride  and 
amlntion,  ai  the  snreit  mode  of  preventinc  the 
oomBuarion  of  the  offbnee.  He  Bhoold  Uiere- 
&n  Ttrte  for  reomniDitting  the  biU. 

Kr.TTtUBudheconfenedhe  had  not  before 
anderatood  the  foil  force  of  tUa  parUcnUrproTi- 
MOD  in  the  bill.  For  hi9owDpart,he<iTaBftil]j 
pennaded  of  the  inefflcaey  and  inadeaoaoy  of  Jl 
kgiiUtion  opoa  IhiB  aubject.    The  idea  of  pre- 


^  ■»  providing 
nUBnp  in  tbepenitentiarj'  for  the  offence,  was  an 
ahioimtj'.  Why,  swd  Hr.  T.,  the  verj  motive 
of  the  ofRutder  langha  at  joar  bolts  and  bars ; 
•nd  (hall  be  be  deterred  by  mch  a  mobTe,  while 


d)  had  attribnt«d  the  deoreaae  of 
the  pnMice  of  duelling  in  hia  State  to  the  en- 
actments of  the  Lwialatnre ;  bnt  if  that  gentte- 
min  WDold  aerionuj  reflect  npon  the  matter,  he 
befiered  he  would  ooincide  with  him  in  attril>- 
■ting  the  effect  to  a  deeper  caose  than  aaj 
ittSneooe  of  law.  He  innst  alM  reply  to  an 
ebKrratioD  of  bie  Mend  from  Missiiaippi,  (Mr. 
Powi>aiTia,)  wbo  mppoaed  that  the  people  of 
tile  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
repreteot,  were  driven  to  the  nae  of  the  stiletto 
in  coDseqneoce  of  the  enactments  aghast  duel- 
ling. 

pfr.  PoiHUBx-na  explained.  He  believed 
the  iutaocee  were  tare.] 

Ur.  T.  Mid  they  were  extremely  rare :  he 
hid  knoim  of  none  since  the  enaotmente  of  the 
ia7  tgunit  duelling.  At  the  tjme  of  its  eaaot- 
■Mnt,  sach  antjcipations  had  been  harbored,  bnt 
thej  proved  to  be  mere  creations  of  the  ima^- 
iiutioD.  No  snch  results  had  flown  from  it. 
The  operation  of  the  law  had  had  directly  the 
•ppoMte  effect;    and  thia  was  felt  by  thoee 


T.,in  their  yoang  men,  and  resnlt  in  a  challenge 
In  Ggfat  a  dnel.  His  experience  tanght  hun 
thit  the  consequence  was  a  greater  degree  of 
Drbsaity  in  the  interconrse  of  individoala,  and 
i»  coud  aafdy  say  Uiere  wore  less  personal 
Jfficnllies  or  broUs  existing  in  the  circles  of 
Ude^  among  his  oonstitnents  than  could  be 
(ixmd  deewhere.  He  conld  ottribnte  it  to  no 
nber  caose  than  the  one  he  had  adverted  to. 


Attack  the  standing  of  the  individuals  in  their 
digibility  to  office,  and  yon  oome  nearer  to  the 
I  root  of  the  offence.    He  agreed  with  the  gen- 

I  tleman  from  Loaisiana,  that  to  sbnt  the  door  to 

dGoe,  honor,  and  emolnnlbnL  to  the  participa- 
ton  in  the  offence,  was  the  most  effectoal 
method  of  correcting  it.  Do  this  and  yoar 
work  is  acoonAlished. 

I£r.  T.  s^d  he  shoold  have  been  willing  to 
kifeM  the  proriaion  stand  in  the  bill  as  it  was 


reported,  but  it  oertaitily  went  farther  than  he 


embarrassed  and  restr^ed  in  relation  t 
action  npon  it.  The  qnestion  certahily  in- 
volved a  great  principle ;  and  in  order  that  the 
views  of  gentlemen  might  be  deliberately- 
made  and  calmly  expressed,  in  order  to  give 
ample  time  for  its  consideration,  he  woold 
move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the  prea- 

The  moticm  waa  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 


Fbidat,  Febmary  18. 
Sttural  Afprapriatioti  Sill — DipUmatii  Bala- 


The  Senate  tooknp  the  generd  appropriation 

bill,  with  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance  of  the  Senate. 
Hie  Mxth  amendment  was  as  follows : 

"  For  the  oatfit  ud  salary  of  an  envoy  eitnor- 
diniry  and  minister  plenlpolenliary  ;  for  the  sala- 
riea  raT  s  eeoretary  of  legatian  ;  of  ■  dragomao  and 
a  Btudent  of  iangnages  at  Cocatanlinople,  and  for 
the  contingent  expeasea  of  ^e  legatioo,  $74,000 ; 
that  is  to  say,  for  the  ouCBt  of  an  envoy  eitraor- 
dinary  and  minister  pleuipotentiary,  (9,000;  for 
salary  of  the  same,  (9,000 ;  for  sshuy  of  a  secre- 
Ury  of  legatiOD,  |S,000;  for  the  salary  of  a  drag- 
oman, |2,GO0 ;  for  the  salair  of  a  student  of  lan- 
goages,  $1,000 ;  for  the  contfegent  expenses  of  the 
bntion,  ISO.DOO. 

["For  compensation  to  the  commiBuoaera  em- 
'   in  negotUting  a  treaty  with  the  Sublime 


To  Charles  Rhind,  an  outBt  of  tl.GOO,  dedncUng 
tberefivin  vhaterer  sum  may  have  been  pidd  to  him 
for  his  peraonal  eipenaes. 

"  To  Charles  Bhind,  David*  OIBey,  and  James 
Biddle,  at  the  rata  of  $l,fi00  per  annam  for  the 
lime  that  each  of  them  *a«  engaged  in  the  aaid  ne- 
golia^OD, 

"For  eompeoaation  to  the  commlseioners  em- 
ployed on  a  former  occasion  for  a  rimilsr  purpose. 

>•  To  Wilham  M.  Crane  and  David  OfBey,  at  the 
rate  of  (1,600  per  annam  for  the  time  that  each  of 
them  was  engaged  in  the  eud  negotiation."] 

Ur,  Tazswbix  moved  to  strike  ont  the  part 
above  indnded  in  bracketa,  and  this  motion 
gave  rise  to  a  debate  which  occnpied  the  Sen- 
ate ontil  paat  fonr  o'clock,  in  the  oonree  of 
which  atlnsion  was  made  to  the  Panama  mis- 
sion, and  the  power  of  the  President  denied  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  conclude  a  treaty 
without  submitting  to  the  Senate  the  appoint- 
ment, for  confirmation,  at  the  next  ensning  ses- 
mon  after  the  appointment.  The  gentlemen 
who  participated  in  the  debate  were  Messrs. 
TAiBintLb,  Ohambbbsj  Smits  of  Maryland, 
Bku.,  Eun,  Ento,  and  Sainoitn. 
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Tdsbdat,  Febnury  82. 

7%«  7\trhiih  Cemmittion — Ptneer  tff  tht  Pren-- 

dmtt  to  Originatt  Miinim*. 

Tho  Senate  Tesmned  the  ooniider&tion  of  the 
smendaeaU  to  ihe  bill  for  the  flnpport  of 
Government  for  the  rear  18S1 ;  the  ainend- 
meot  offered  by  Vx.  Tazkvell,  and  es  fnrtlier 
proposed  to  be  amended  by  Mr.  Kahb,  being 
the  pending  qnestioii. 

Mr.  Tazbwkll  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  foUowH : 

If  I  had  ocHisalted  my  feelings  rather  than  my 
teiue  of  doty.  I  certainly  shoiud  not  have  made 
the  motion  1  did  a  fev  ^aya  nnce,  by  which 
the  diMOMrion  then  oommenoed'haa  been  pro- 
duced. In  this  disoQS^on,  the  infirmity  under 
which  I  labor  prevented  me  at  that  time,  aad, 
I  fear,  will  still  disable  me  fh>m  doing  jnsdoe  to 
the  snl^ect,  Bnt,  as  I  have  oommenoed  the 
task,  (however  laborioos  and  even  punfiil  it 
moat  be  in  my  present  situation,)  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  complete  it,  oonflding  in  the  Sen- 
ate, who  well  know  how  I  am  connected  with 
this  matter,  and  who  witness  my  present  con- 
dition, to  pardon  this  ongrattsM  obtmdon  npon 
their  attention. 

In  moving  to  eipnnge  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  proposea  by  the  committee,  which 
goes  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  "  an  outfit 
and  Halariea,"  to  "  the  commiamonerB,"  ap- 
pointed as  well  by  the  late  as  by  the  present 
President,  "  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  6nb- 
lime  Porta,"  I  stated  most  explicitly  that  it  was 
not  my  purpose  to  deny  to  these  persons  the 
money  which  tlie  committee  proposed  to  award 
as  compensation  for  the  services  they  were  sap- 
posed  to  have  rendered;  bnt  that  my  olfject 
was  to  express,  in  this  manner,  my  own  decnded 
disapprobation  of  what  had  been  done  in  this 
behalf  as  weU  as  of  the  mode  in  which  this 
remuneration  was  now  proposed  to  be  awarded 
to  them.  I  said,  that  if  a  bill  having  for  its 
otgeot  l&e  compensation  of  these  persons, 
should  be  introduced  into  tbe  other  House, 
where  it  onght  to  ori^ate,  and  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  that  body,  sneh  s  bill  wonid 
meet  my  cordial  support  ber&  even  if  it  should 
bestow  upon  these  individuals  more  than  the 
committee  pTC^>osed  to  allow  them  by  their 
amendment  This  explicit  deolaratdon,  repeated 
more  than  onoe,  I  had  supposed,  wonld  have 
protooted  me  against  the  imputatioa  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York,  (Mr.  Suitobd,)  which 
was  strongly  implied  in  the  t^nestion  he  pro- 
pounded, when  ne  so  amphatioally  asked  if  I 
meant  to  claim  to  the  United  States  the  fnJl 


this  question,  thus  asked,  I  will  agun  answer 
vrith  eqnal  emphasis,  Ko.  It  is  not  my  wish  to 
refiiae  to  these  men  one  ungle  oenL  So  far 
from  it,  inconwdernble.  nay,  donbtful,  as  I  be- 
lieve tiie  benefits  to  be,  wbioh  they  are  sa|>- 
poeed  to  have  rendered,  yet  I  will  go  hand  m 
nnnd  with  die  Senator  from  New  York,  or  any 


other,  in  awarding  for  thw"  aervice,  not  a  mere 
quantum  nemit,  bnt  a  liberal  and  ample  allow- 
snoe  for  all  their  time  and  all  their  labor,  uiy, 
even  for  Uieir  honest  though  mistakKi  efibrta  is 
this  regard. 

Having  said  thus  mnch,  I  most  take  the  hV 
erty  of  signifying  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  the  very  wide  diatinction  (which 
to  my  own  mind  is  qnite  obvions)  between 
snoh  a  voluntary  award  of  compenaatio&  to 
those  who  intended  well  and  acted  honestly, 
and  voting  an  appropriation  of  money,  npon 
tbe  application  oF  the  Kxecntire,  in  redemp- 
tion of  the  faith  of  the  State,  said  to  be  pledged 
by  those  who  I  cannot  agree  had  any  anlhority 
so  to  commit  it.  One  wonld  \»  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  a  debt,  of  a  demand  of  strict  Jus- 
tice, which,  although  Congreaa  may  have  the 
physical  power,  they  havs  not  the  moral  r^ht 
to  refuse.  The  other  is  a  mere  applicati(»  to 
our  equity,  not  addresmng  itself  in  any  way  to 
our  plighted  faith.  One  is  a  oommrai  ramjie 
of  our  power  of  appropriation,  mnneoted  with 
nothing  bnt  the  special  merita  of  the  particnlir 
case,  and  constituting  no  obligatory  preeedeat 
for  any  other  even  of  alike  kind.  The  othw  is 
a  direct  sanction  of  what  I  believe  to  be  an  on- 
constitutional  actoftiie  Executive,  and  avolnn- 
tary  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  rf 
its  rights  and  privileges.  One  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding would  Runish  to  the  other  Eonse  sU 
the  facta  existing  in  the  ease,  and  neoeMaiy  ta 
a  correct  exercise  of  their  disoretion  over  it 
The  other  is  well  oalenlated  to  mislead  that 
body,  by  holding  ont  the  idea  that  the  appMot- 
ment  of  the  persons  tar  whom  oompensatun  u 
thoB  provided,  has  reoeired  the  confirmation  ta 
the  Senate ;  and  that  the  pnblio  ftith  is  there- 
by pledged  to  award  to  them  the  allowance 
customary  upon  such  occasions. 

The  Senate  cannot  ful  to  nndentand  us 
broad  difference  l>etw©en  the  two  cases ;  aw. 
whatever  may  be  their  opinion  of  the  correet- 
ness  of  the  principles  npon  which  thie  distioo- 
tion  depends,  they  will  neverthetess  see  in  the 
distinction  itself  the  reascms  for  the  ooorse  1  sm 
disposed  to  porsne.  This  course  will  lead  me 
to  oo~operate  wiUiog^r  with  the  most  Ub«nl,  ui 
awarding  compensation  to  these  individuals  ""' 
what  they  have  done,  whenavar  that  Bol((«t 
shall  be  brought  properly  l>efore  me,  '**''_]^ 
not  permit  me  to  vote  one  tient,  in  tbe  mode 
now  here  proposed. 

If  any  Senator,  said  Mr.  T.,  shall  ooncnr  witB 
me  in  the  opinion  I  have  thns  expressed,  tost 
the  power  which  has  been  eieroiBed  oj  ue 
President  upon  this  oocasion  is  not  granted)  bat 
forbidden  to  him  by  the  constitutlMi,  ""^  ,7." 
its  exercise  has  been  in  flagrant  violation  (h»* 
rights  and  privilms  of  thU  body,  «"™™ 
npon  it  for  the  wisest  pnrpoees,  then  I  k^" 
that  my  motion  will  receive  support  But  if  « 
mnjority  of  the  Senate  ab^  differ  frwn  5*  ™ 
this  (roinion,  it  will  be  r^eoted  as  it  onpa  w 
be.  In  any  event,  however,  I  shall  l>«ve  »• 
satisfaction  of  twing^  tiiis  moch  vexed  qoo* 
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tion  to  &  canolniioD.  Prewntod  M  it  now  b,  it 
most  be  decided  one  waj  or  the  other.  There 
eiiftA  no  mode  of  elnding  it.  It  is  the  convio- 
tioa  of  this  which  givee  to  the  preseitt  disont- 
■iiHi  *U  the  interest  it  has  for  me ;  and  which 
ahHie  oonld  hare  indaoed  me  to  trespass  opon 
thft  attMition  of  the  Senate  at  this  time. 

It  has  now  been  so  long  sinoe  1  presented  to 
the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  facta  existing  in 
this  oase,  ODt  of  which  the  questions  I  meaji  to 
■jl'^ffl"  arise,  that  it  seems  necessary  to  pre&oe 
what  I  bav«  to  sej  bj  a  brief  recital  of  them 
■gun,  that  none  maj-  suppose  I  am  abont  to 
TaatA  7oar  time  b^  an  idle  diasertAtion  ddod 
■ome  mere  abstract  proposition,  whicli,  wheuier 
tma  or  false,  is  of  little  consequence  to  the 
ooantr7.  I  hope,  therefbre,  tlist  the  Senate 
vill  favor  me  with  their  att^tdon,  while  I  re- 
peat  the  statement  formertr  ^ven. 

Between  the  Ottoman  empire  and  the  United 
Btatas  no  political  connection,  or  diplomatic  re- 
h^on  of  aof  kind,  ever  eiisted,  ttom  the  hoar 
which  gave  bitth  to  this  repablic  as  an  inde- 
pendent toTBreigntr,  until  the  jrear  1829,  It 
ia  tnia,  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  es- 
tablMi  rach  relationa  and  oonneotiona,  hj  both 
the  Adunsea  while  thej  prended  in  oar  Gov- 
enunMit.  Bat  the  effort  of  the  elder  Adams, 
althongh  mproved  b;  (he  Senate,  failed,  b7 
reaaon  of  toe  refosal  of  the  minister  appointed 
t^  him  to  aooept  his  appointment,  and  tiie  buI>- 
■eqneot  abandonment  of  this  scheme  by  those 
with  whom  it  originated.  And  the  secret  ef- 
fort* of  the  late  ^ewdent  to  establish  snch  re- 
lations, wilboat  the  advice  or  knowledge  of  the 
Seiute,  also  failed,  for  reasons  reoentlr  disclos- 
ed to  uis  body,  to  which  I  will  not  now  make 
aBT  fiirUier  allnsion.  What«Ter  may  h»ve  been 
the  desires  of  these  Presidents,  bowerer,  the 
fact  ia  ondonbted,  as  I  have  stated  it  to  be,  that 
waSSl  the  year  1829  there  never  was  any  oon- 
nection  or  relation  between  the  TTnited  States 
and  the  Bablime  Porte,  more  than  now  exists 
b«tweeai  the  former  and  the  empires  of  Ohina 
and  Japan. 

Ia  tnis  state  of  things,  on  the  12th  day  of 
S^Uoaber,  1829,  and  dnring  the  recess  of  the 
Senate^  the  preaent  President  caused  letters 
patent  to  be  expedited  from  the  Department  of 
BtAte,  signed  by  his  own  proper  band,  and  an- 
thentio^ed  by  the  great  seal  of  the  United 
Bbttea,  whereby  he  commisuoned  the  three 
persons  named  in  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  committee  to  be  oommismoners  un  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  end  thereby  endowed  them 
.  wiUi  plenipotentiary  powers  to  negotiate  a 
tnaty  of  commeroa  and  navigation  with  the 
Ottoman  Porta. 

I  beg  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind  that  this 
anihority  was  not  conferred  npon  these  peraoos 
by  any  private  letter  or  warrant  written  by  a 
Secretary,  and  intended  for  their  own  gnidsnce 
and  govemanoe  merely ;  bnt  that  it  pnrports  to 
be  granted  by  the  Chief  Kagistrate  himself  is 
eommonicated  to  them  by  letters  patent,  under 
his  own  agnUore,  aoUtontioated  by  the  great 


seal  of  the  United  States,  addressed  to  all  whom 
they  might  coaoern,  designed  to  be  exhibited 
to  uie  inspection  of  a  foreign  sovereigu,  and  to 
be  exchanged  against  simileu-  powers  to  be 
gnmtad  by  him  to  others  who  might  equally 
possess  his  confidence.  To  whomsoever  this 
seal  was  shown,  it  proved  Itself.  When  recog- 
nized by  any  sovereign,  it  entitled  those  who 
bore  the  oommission  it  antbentiCBled,  to  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  accorded  to 
the  ministers  of  any  potentate  on  earth ;  and 
authorized  them  to  pledge  the  faith  and  honor 
of  this  nation  to  the  performance  of  any  act 
within  the  scope  of  the  fall  power  it  pnrported 
to  bestow.  This  ia  the  character  of  the  com- 
mission granted  by  the  President  upon  the  pres- 
ent oocaMon,  a  oopy  of  which  ia  now  npon  onr 
Ues. 

In  pursoanee  of  this  commission,  and  of  the 
iostraations  that  accompanied  it,  Mr,  Bliind, 
one  of  the  commissionem,  proceeded  from  New 
York  (where  he  then  wss)  to  Constantinople. 
The  other  two  commissioners  were  already  near 
the  scene  of  action ;  one  of  them  being  the 
commander  of  onr  squadron  in  the  Ifediterr*- 
oean  Sea,  and  the  other  a  commerdal  agent  of 
the  United  Suies,  resident  at  Bmyna.  Arrived 
at  Constantinople,  Hr.  Hhind  exhibited  his  com- 
mission  to  the  Saltan,  was  received  and  accred- 
ited as  the  representative  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  proposal  to  negotiate  a  treaty  was  ac- 
cepted. Other  ministers,  clothed  with  equal 
aathority,  were  then  appointed  by  the  Turkish 
raoaarch,  to  confer  with  him  upon  this  subject. 
They  met,  sichanged  their  powers,  and  began 
the  business  of  oesotiation.  This  was  terail- 
oated  by  a  treaty,  which,  although  it  bears  date 
early  in  May,  1630,  I  will  preseoUy  show  was 
not  completed  nntjl  several  weeks  afterwards. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  met  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December,  1629,  and  oontinned 
in  session  until  the  Isst  Monday  (being  the  Slst 
day)  of  May,  1830.  During  this  whde  period, 
no  information  of  these  ^ipointmenta  was  ever 
communicated  to  tbis  bony,  nor  were  they  at 
any  time  consolted,  in  any  form  whatever,  aa 
to  the  propriety  of  Institnting  this  mission. 
The  Message  of  the  President  to  both  Hoases, 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  announcing  that  n  treaty  had  been  en- 
tered into  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  gave  the 
first  intimation  to  any  Senator,  tbot  any  nego- 
tiation bod  ever  i>eeD  had  with  that  power. 

Sucb  are  the  &cte  existing  in  this  case,  as 
every  member  of  the  Senate  well  knows; 
and,  by  these  facts,  these  two  questions  are  pre- 
sented :  IKd  the  IVesident  possess  any  author- 
ity to  institute  snch  an  original  mis^n  during 
the  recess,  and  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  ?  And  if  he  did,  was  it  not  hb 
bounden  duty  to  have  nominated  to  the  Senate  ' 
at  their  next  session  the  persons  he  bad  so  ap- 
pointed during  the  recess  t 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  oommittee, 
proposing,  as  it  does,  to  give  "  as  outfit  and  sal- 
aries,"   to  theee    "  commisdoners "  thu  q» 
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pointed,  is  &  direct  affirmfttion  of  Uie  Preri- 
dent's  antfaoritj  ao  to  appoiDt  them,  koA  sa  sp- 

E>b&tioii  of  his  conree  in  withholding  all 
owledgQ  of  their  appointmenta  from  the  Sen- 
ate. Then,  the  proposition  involved  in  my 
motion  is,  will  the  Senate  sanetion  this  neurpa- 
tion  of  antboritf,  wbioh  has  been  tbns  exor- 
cised in  flagrant  derogation  of  their  rights? 
This  is  the  question ;  and  it  ia  vais  for  ne  to 
seek  to  hide  it  from  ourselves.  A  power  has 
been  exerted  hj  the  Pre^dent  withont  oar  ad- 
vice and  consent ;  and  he  now  comes  here,  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  of  money,  as  the  pledge, 
of  onr  acquiescence  in,  and  approbation  o^  that 
which  be  has  so  done.  Ought  we  to  grant  the 
Application  which  has  this  object !  I  praj  the 
Suiate  to  consider  the  matter  well,  before  thej 
agree  thne  volnntarily  and  forever  to  snrrender 
their  highest  privilege,  conferred  npon  them  by 
the  cOQBtitution  for  the  wisest  purposes. 

Before  I  undertake  to  ezamme  the  qnestions 
I  have  stated,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  nature  and  character  of  what  is 
sQppoaed  by  some  to  be  the  "  trifling  "  power 
wbioh  has  been  exerted  npon  this  occasion. 

If  the  President  alone,  withont  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Benate,  may  originate  a 
misaioD  to  a  State  with  which  we  have  never 
before  had  any  political  connection  or  diplomat- 
ic interconrse,  all  mnat  concede  that  be  may 
KMnponnd  that  mission  of  what  materials  he 
may  think  proper.  If  he  may  deepatcb  one 
Minister,  he  has  the  same  authority  to  send 
three,  as  he  has  done,  or  five,  as  was  done  in 
the  negotiations  at  Ghent,  or  so  many  more  as 
he  may  think  fit.  The  same  power  he  possess- 
es to  send  Ministers  he  mast  also  possess  to 
accompany  them  with  such  and  so  many  socre- 
taries,  interpreters,  stndents  of  languages,  and 
other  attach^  as  in  his  discretion  he  may  jndge 
Qsefal  to  his  new  l^ation.  And  if  he  may  ap- 
point all  these,  donbtless  he  may  contract  with 
all  and  each  of  the  members  of  this  newly  re- 
cmited  eorpi  diplonuititiiie,  as  to  the  qnantnm 
of  the  compensation  to  l>e  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices. Thas  he  will  have  an  anlimited  power 
to  pledge  the  public  rSvenne  to  any  extent  he 
may  choose.  We  shall  then  have  these  strange 
anomalies  in  onr  Government,  that  the  Presi- 
dent, who  cannot  tonoh  one  cent  even  of  his 
own  salary  withont  the  consent  of  both  Hooses 
of  Oongress,  may,  nevertheless,  by  his  own  act, 
properly  create  anv  charge  upon  the  Treasnry 
m   favor  of   another,    which    he    may   think 

f>roper;  and  although,  as  to  our  loog-egtab- 
ished  and  approved  diplomatic  connections, 
the  PreNdent  must  not  enlarge  the  establish- 
ments fixed  by  Oongress,  yet,  as  to  all  new  re- 
lations, his  own  djsoretion  is  the  only  check 
npon  his  own  will. 
'  Nor  is  this  all.  If  the  President  alone,  with- 
out the  advice  and  consent  oi  the  Senate,  may 
originate  a.  new  mission  to  Turkey,  a  power 
wim  which  the  United  States  never  haa  any 
political  ooDDcotion  or  diplomatic  relation,  he 
oert^nly  most  have  the  aame  authority  as  to 


any  other  State.  Then,  the  moment  the  Seoits 
adjourns,  he  may  adopt  the  anggestion  of  Ur. 
Rbind,  contained  in  one  of  the  letters  dov  oil 
yonr  table,  which  has  been  read,  and  deqittdi 
a  troop  of  diplomatists  to  Armenia,  and  tnotbcf 
to  Perma,  on  misaioaa  to  which  I  am  veiy  eoo- 
fident  the  Senate  would  never  give  their  advios 
or  consent.  If  the  matter  shonid  end  here,  sl- 
thoQgh  I,  and  the  very  few  othen  who  stil] 
think  as  I  do,  might  regret  this  miexpected  ei- 
tenaion  of  Executive  patronage,  and  uielees 
waste  of  the  public  treasure,  yet  it  would  nirt 
be  prodnctive  probably  of  mneb  other  podtive 
mischief  at  present.     Bnt  it  might  not  end 

Sir,  we  live  in  strange  times.  Bevolntknis 
of  Government,  and  the  dismemberment  of  em- 
pirea,  events,  which  formerly  were  almcutrf 
as  rare  occurrence  in  the  political  world,  u 
those  terrible  convnlfflons  of  the  natural  wcrM, 
which  sometimes  have  shaken  to  its  oeaiie 
the  globe  we  Inhabit,  have  of  late  become  quite 
common  incidents.  We  now  feet  smpiised  if 
onr  newspapers  do  not  fnrntah  ns,  daily,  with 
the  details  of  some  saugnlnary  civil  conflict,  of 
some  new  change  in  long-established  Govern- 
menta,  or  of  some  divulMon  of  ancient  8t»t« 
and  empires.  Old  dominions  are  almost  hourly 
tott«rinK  to  their  downfall,  and  new  sovereige- 
ties,  spnogiDg  from  their  min,  are  claimia;  to 
be  recognized  as  independent  members  of  the 
great  family  of  nations.  At  such  a  season  u 
this,  while  the  thunder  rolls  and  the  li^Miif 

! [teams  in  the  distance  only,  it  beoomes  n»  lo 
ook  well  to  the  ship  in  which  oar  all  is  em- 
barked. Oar  comitry  expects  every  man  to  do 
his  duty ;  and  the  first  doty  she  enjoica  is  ■ 
futhfnl  observance  of  the  mandates  of  her  con- 
stitution. If  the  President  alone,  witbont  con- 
salting  either  Hoase  of  Congress,  may  iustilnt* 
an  original  mission  to  Tariey,  so  be  may  W 
Greece,  to  Egypt,  to  Belgiam,  or  to  Poland. 
Now  we  all  know,  not  only  what  might  be,  tot 
oertwnly  would  be,  the  result  of  this.  _  ft 
wonid  be  just  canse  of  war,  and  the  P"'™ 
States  wonld  at  once  be  involved  in  that  drssd- 
fnl  conflict  which  seems  bnt  to  wait  the  retcm 
of  spring  to  delnge  Enrope  once  more  ffilh 
blood,  and  to  threaten  the  repose  of  all  Chris- 
tendom, perhaps  of  all  the  world.  Here,  thoo, 
would  be  anotter  anomaly  in  our  Govennnen ' ; 
for  while  Congress  alone  is  authorized  by  the 
constitution  to  declare  wa^,  by  the  mere  eier- 
eiae  of  this  "  trifling  "  power  of  de^Whing  a 
Uinister  to  a  new  State,  the  Preadent  alona 
would  bo  authorised  to  bring  about  tbstfery 
state  of  things  which  the  wise  anthon  of  tn« 
instrmnent  certainly  intended  to  commit  to  the 
discretion  of  Oongreas  only.  , 

Such  ia  the  nature,  and  snch  may  be  the  ef- 
fects, of  the  "trifling"  power  that  has  been 
exerted  by  tie  Prewdent  upon  this  twcauoa, 
and  which  we  are  now  asked  to  approw,  » 
sanctify,  and  so  to  perpetuate  in  him  wd  db 
successors.  Let  me  not  be  told,  t»  ^.  °^ 
more  than  insinuated  by  some,  that  tbi*  van 
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power  will  be  lodged  m  the  discretion  of 
the  Frwident;  and  that  we  should  lisve  so 
much  eoDfidence  in  the  wisdom  and  Tirtae  of 
this  oSmf,  m  to  believe  that  the  power  will 
not  be  abased  or  exercised  indiscreetlj.  8ir,  I 
DSTer  hsve  had,  and  I  never  can  have,  so  much 
confidence  in  any  President  as  willioglj  to  con- 
fide to  his  onoheoked  discretion  any  important 
power,  with  even  a  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
sbnsed.  It  ia  in  the  nature  of  man  to  covet 
power,  and  to  abase  that  which  he  has,  in  or- 
der to  acquire  more ;  and,  of  eil  forms  of  Gov- 
cnmient,  this  elective  monarchj  of  ours  is  least 
edcaUted  to  repress  tbis  natnrat  proclivit;  of 
its  temporary  chief,  especially  if  he  desires  to 
retua  his  pkce  for  another  term.  Confidence 
in  the  discretion  of  their  Executive  has  ever 
been  tbo  bane  of  republics,  from  the  earliest 
day ;  and  I  speak  in  the  spirit  of  oar  own  con- 
stitatioD  when  I  say  that,  instead  of  snch  con- 
fidence^ it  incnlcates  distrast  in  every  line. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  spirit,  I  denied  the 
claim  to  this  identical  power,  when  it  was  as- 
serted by  the  immediate  predecessor  of  the  pres- 
ent inoombent  of  the  Fresidential  chair ;  and 
nnder  the  saune  inflaence  I  now  deny  it  to  him. 
Ia  the  discreet  exercise  of  all  the  powers  oon- 
ferred  upon  him  by  the  coostitation,  he  ever 
huhad,  and  ever  shall  have,  my  sincere  and 
cordial  support ;  but  whenever  he  oversteps  the 
Ihuit  there  prescribed,  I  willoppOBehislawless 
acts  with  the  same  zeal  and  freedom  I  have 
ever  heretofore  manifested  upon  other  like  oc- 
Maons.  Has  he  done  so  in  the  ioatanoe  before 
Ml  This  is  the  qneetion  to  which  I  now  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Pre«ideDt,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions 
of  some  as  to  the  inherent  powers  supposed  to 
be  enjoyed  by  this  body,  or  some  other  de- 
pamnentB  of  tbis  Oovemment,  I  think  we 
IQQ«t  oil  agree  that  the  Eieontive  has  no  snch 
tnherBnt  or  nndefined  authority.  AH  his  pow- 
ers must  be  derived  onder  some  express  grant 
contained  in  the  constitution.  Inherent  power 
in  him  would  be  bnt  a  courtly  term  to  denote 
prerogative  ;  and  the  exercise  of  any  ungrant- 
sd  sQthority  by  him  is  nothing  else  than  mere 
nmrpation.  Let  as  then  torn  to  the  ohu^r, 
ud  see  if  that  contains  the  concession  of  any 
sncli  power  as  bas  been  here  exerted. 

It  is  trae  that  the  first  section  of  the  second 
■iticle  of  the  constitution  vests  in  the  President 
"  the  Eiecative  power ; "  and  equally  true  that 
the  power  which  has  been  exercised  npon  this 
occasion,  is  properly  an  Exeontive  power.  There- 
*we,  if  tdere  was  no  other  provision  in  the  con- 
mtutjon  upon  the  subject  than  this,  no  doubt 
would  exist  that  the  President  was  authorized 
to  do  that  which  be  has  done.  Bot  the  consti- 
hiUondoe*  not  stop  here.  Very  soon  after  tbis 
teoerol  grant  of  the  Executive  power,  and  in 
th»  next  section  of  the  same  article  which  con- 
t^  the  grant,  the  constitntion  proceeds  to 
ebflck  and  restrun  the  power  so  granted,  by 
PMcribing  the  manner  in  which  alone  the 
"Cndent  mtut  exercise   it      Thos,  ia   the 


second  parw^ph  of  the  second  section  of  this 
same  second  article,  it  declares  that  "  he  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  , 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur : "  and 
then,  that  "  he  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point, ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and 
consols,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law." 
Hence,  it  is  obvious,  that,  although  the  Execa- 
tive  power  is  vested  in  the  President  alone,  he 
is  expressly  inhibit«d  from  making  treaties,  (if 
indeed  that  is  an  Execntivo  power,)  or  appomt- 
ing  to  any  office  of  the  United  SUtes,  (which 
certainly  is  snch,)  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  Bnt  the  officers  in  ques- 
tion never  have  been  noraiuated  to  the  Senate, 
□or  has  this  body  advised  or  consented  to  their 
appointment  in  any  way ;  therefore,  the  act  of 
the  President  in  conferring  these  appointments 
without  the  concurrence  of  tbe  Senate  can  de- 
rive no  sanction  or  support  from  this  part  of 
the  constitntion. 

If  this  act  can  be  Justified  at  all,  its  Justifica- 
tion must  be  sought  for  in  the  next  paragraph 
of  the  same  section,  which  declares  that  "  tne 
President  shall  have  power  fill  up  all  vacancies 
that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  their  next  session."  This  is  tbe  only 
part  of  the  constitution  which  has  affinity  to, 
or  connection  with,  the  power  in  question. 
Let  me  then  inquire  whether  the  desired  Josti- 
flcation  can  he  found  here. 

The  general  rule  is  such,  as  I  have  read  it 
from  the  constitution,  that  appointments  to 
office  must  be  made  by  the  President  "  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  coiuent  of  the  Senate." 
Under  this  role,  the  President  alone  has  no 
more  authority  to  appoint  without  nominating 
to  the  Senate,  than  the  Senate  have  to  advise 
the  appointment  of  one  not  nominated  by  him. 
The  exception  to  this  rule  ia  contained  in  the 
clause  I  have  jnst  read.  But  to  bring  the  case 
within  the  purview  of  this  exception,  and  so  to 
take  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  rule,  these 
three  things  must  occur:  There  mast  be  a  va- 
cancy— this  vacancy  must  have  happened — and 
this  happening  mast  have  taken  place  daring 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Unlessall  these  things 
ooncnr,  the  President  con  find  no  support  for  the 

rwer  he  has  exercised,  in  tbis  exception.  Now 
undertake  to  show  that,  instead  of  tbe  con- 
cnrrence  of  all  these  events,  not  one  of  them  ex- 
isted on  the  12th  day  of  September,  1629,  when 
these  appointments  were  made  by  the  President 

Mr.  President,  as  this  constitution  was  certain* 
ly  intended  by  its  authors  to  be  exhibited  to  the 
people,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  read  and  nn- 
deratood  by  them.  In  order  that,  when  understood, 
if  approved,  it  might  be  adopted  by  them,  I  have 
ever  believed  that  the  true  mle  of  construhig 
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it  was  to  give  to  oil  its  familiar  t«rins  their 

E polar  aignifloation  at  the  time  of  its  adoptioQ. 
that  sense,  sdcIi  terms  were  probably  Srat 
naed ;  in  that  aease,  thej  were  certaiolj^  after- 
warda  nnderetood ;  and,  beiag  adopted  in  that 
aenae,  their  aigDification  sfaoaTd  ever  afterwards 
renuuQ  unchanged.  If  this  ie  not  so,  then  in- 
deed is  the  ooDstitutioD  "  a  mere  noee  of  wax," 
whinh  Qtaj  be  pressed  into  anj  shape,  not  only 
by  desigDing  aud  anibiUoua  Btat«emea,  but  bj 
every  driveUing  philologist-  or  moon-strnok 
metaphysioian  who  may  choose  to  amase  him- 
sell'  hy  a  dissertation  npoa  the  ever-varying 
meaning  of  words. 

Trying  the  provision  I  am  now  considering 
hy  this  role,  I  ask  of  every  honoraUle  Senator 
here  present^  if  any  doubt  ever  did  exdst  among 
the  people  of  the  State  he  represents,  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  t«rma  "  vaoanoy  in  office." 
Throughont  oar  wliole  land,  their  meaning  was 
■nd  is  the  same.  Everywhere,  and  at  all  timee, 
eseept  in  yonder  public  edifioee,  they  have  been 
considered  as  denoting  an  actnal  existing  office, 
which,  having  been  onoe  filled,  by  some  canse 
has  an«rwaras  lost  its  incumbent,  and  is  so 
made  vacant.  The  idea  of  actoal  vacancy,  in 
mere  possible  offices,  which  never  had  been, 
and  never  might  be,  filled,  is  much  too  snbtle  to 
have  been  suggested  by  the  wisdom  which  dic- 
tated, and  much  too  refined  for  the  common 
sense  that  adopted,  this  constitution.  Original 
existing  vacancy,  in  non-existing  and  merely 
potential  o$oes,  like  original  un,  is  a  mystery. 
Faith  in  revelation  may  oblige  ns  to  adopt  the 
belief  of  the  latter,  but  each  surpasses  the  power 
of  uniuded  homan  reason ;  ana  if  we  yield  as- 
sent to  the  former,  like  good  Catholics  we  most 
■ay,  OretU>  guia  impotiibiU  al. 

TS,  however,  any  donbt  could  exist  as  to  the 
meaning  of  this  term  "  vaoanoy,"  when  regard- 
ed alone,  all  such  doubts  most  vanish  when  wo 
examine  its  context,  and  consider  it  in  connec- 
tion with  the  other  words  with  which  we  find 
it  here  associated  in  the  constltation.  Accord- 
ing to  these,  it  is  not  every  vacancy  which  the 
President  may  fill  np  without  the  advice  and 
oausent  of  ttra  Senate,  bat  snch  vacandes  only 
as  "may  happen;"  and  which  mayh^pen  too 
"dnriog  the  reoeas  of  the  Senate,"  Sow,  ac- 
cording to  the  common  signification  of  the  term 
happen,  it  is  never  applied  to  denote  certain 
eventH,bnt  it  is  applicable  to  denote  snch  occar- 
rences  only  as  casualty  may  prodnce,  which  are 
therefore  either  unforeseen,  or  if  seen,  as  possi- 
ble in  themselves,  are  qnite  uncertain  as  to  the 
time  of  their  occurrence.  We  should  not  speak 
reverently  certainly,  should  we  say  that  the  sun 
happens  to  rise,  or  that  the  tides  happen  to 
change.  There  is  nothing  fortuitous  m  these 
events ;  they  are  foreseen,  foreknown,  and  must 
occur,  until  it  pleBses  Him  who  has  so  ordmned 
to  change  the  order  of  his  own  providence. 
■With  as  little  propriety  might  we  say  that  our 
chief  magistracy  happens  to  be  elective,  or  the 
tenure  of  our  jndidal  offices  happens  to  be  dur- 
ing good  beuvior.    These  thiii^  too  are  pre- 


ordained.  Tet  we  may  well^ay  of  the  death, 
resignation,  removal,  or  disability  of  an  officer, 
that  it  happens ;  beoause,  even  where  the 
event  is  certain,  the  time  ot  its  occmrence  is 
nnknown  and  oncertaia. 

But  if  we  could  refer  this  term  "happen," 
which  denotes  oasnHlty  only,  to  the  occoneace 
of  evente  pre-ordained  by  the  constitution  itself 
still  the  happening  of  snch  events  must  take 
place  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  en- 
large the  gener^  power  of  the  Pre^dent.  Then, 
if  we  conld  adopt  as  real  this  mere  vision  of 
existing  vacancy  in  non-existing  but  possible 
offices,  we  should  not  aid  him  mnch  by  such  a 
sabtle  refinement.  For  even  if  the  office  always 
existed  potentially,  it  waa  always  actually  yir 
cant,  until  it  was  once  filled  i  aud  who  can  prop- 
erty affirm  of  snch  an  original  and  eternal  va- 
cancy, that  it  hi^pened  during  the  recess  of  tlie 
Seuat^  rather  than  during  its  session  }  Unless 
it  happened  during  the  recess  of  the  Sentl^ 
however,  the  President  has  no  power  to  fill  it 
up  without  their  advice  and  consent. 

Mi,  President,  this  question  is  much  loo  im- 
portant, as  I  iiave  shown,  I  think,  for  me  to 
permit  it  to  rest  even  here.  What  I  have  aii, 
I  should  consider  as  sufficient  upon  any  ordinsry 
occasion;  bat  I  will  endeavor  to  make  it  so 
plain,  that  there  shall  not  remain  a  loop  whereon 
to  hang  .a  doubt. 

It  is  a  sound  and  ohvions  rule  for  the  con- 
struction of  every  instminent,  that  when  the 
same  words  are  repeated  in  it,  they  most  «lir»js 
receive  the  same  inteipretatioo.  TberefoM 
whenever  we  can  fix  their  signification  beyona 
doubt,  in  any  one  instance,  that  meaning  must 
ever  afterwards  be  attached  to  them,  when 
they  again  occur,  unless  the  context  sbaD  plain- 
ly diow  that  they  were  used  in  a  difi'erent  sense. 
Now  an  inspection  of  the  constitution  will  show 
that  the  words  used  in  the  clause  I  am  now 
examining,  have  been  used  twice  before  in  the 
same  instrument.  They  are  there  used,  lo<^ 
nnder  circumstances  which  Aefy  donbt  a»  to 
their  signification ;  and  their  true  interpretatioD 
has  been  fixed  and  settled,  not  only  by  the  de- 
cisions of  this  body,  bat  by  the  nnifonn  and  un- 
varying practice  in  all  the  States,  from  the  jfT 
1789  tothishonr.  In  this  practice,  everyone, 
and  at  all  times,  has  acquiesced;  andiftbere 
can  be  any  thing  settled  nndera  written  consti- 
tution, it  is  the  meaning  of  these  words. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  very  first  article  of 
the  constitation  to  create  a  House  of  Bcprewn>- 
ativQB  as  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legi^hve 
department.  Therefore,  in  the  first  part  of  the 
second  section  of  that  article,  it  prescribes  we 
rule  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  which  Wi 
House  shall  consist ;  and  by  whom,  and  for 
what  term,  this  number  shall  be  chosen,  fl*'' 
ing  thus  provided  a  full  and  complete  House  oi 
RepresenUtives,  the  authors  of  the  instrai"*^ 
foreseeing  that  casualty  might  vacate  the  sMW 
so  filled,  and  this  during  the  term  ''o'^'jl 
their  incumbents  had  been  eleclod,  prooew" 
the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  same  section  to 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  07  CONGRBBS. 


Tbuuv,  U»L]      TurkiA  0 


V  qfOtt  PrfUm  to  OrtfiiuA  Mimiim. 


[Suun. 


provide  fc^  such  events,  by  theee  words,  "  when 
Taeanotw  happen  in  the  repntBentAtion  from  any 
Btate,  the  Execntive  aQthority  thereof  Bha]l  U- 
■ne  writs  of  eleoti<»  to  fill  snoh  vaoaaoiea." 
Here  then  is  an  office  created  b^  the  oonstitD- 
tioD  itself,  which  the  Eieeadve  of  ererj  State 
b  imperionsl^  reqnired  to  fill  in  the  mode  pre- 
Kribed,  wIieneTer  vaeanoj  shall  happen  in  it. 
Then,  Uie  moment  this  constitution  waa  adopt- 
ed, ^re  waa  not  a  merely  poaaible  office,  bat 
one  of  actnal  existence,  aa  to  the  filling  of  which 
BO  diaeretiwi  existed,  provided  this  original  va- 
esoey  eonld  be  conridered  aa  reflnred  to  by  the 
terms  I  have  read.  Bot  never  did  an^OoTernor 
cf  any  State  eonceive  that  thie  provisian  gave 
to  lum  any  aathority  to  isme  wnta  of  election 
to  mpply  theee  original  vaoandee.  No  sneh 
example  exists;  and  saoh  a  proeednre  would 
be  80  ohrioDsly  absurd,  that  uiy  Qovenior  who 
should  have  attempted  it,  would  have  been  con- 
ridered  as  deserringa  straight-jacket.  Yet  the 
poww  conferred  npon  the  Execntive  of  any 
Bta^  by  the  words  here  nsed,  is  precisely  that 
eonferred  upon  the  President,  by  the  same  words, 
in  the  case  to  which  I  have  before  referred. 

So,  too,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentadves  are  directed  by  this  constitution  to 
be  ehoeeii  for  two  years.  Biennially,  then,  all 
the  Wats  in  that  Honse  are  made  vacant  by  the 
flonsfitiition  itself.  Here,  then,  are  aotnal  va- 
eendes  in  established  offices,  that  have  been 
once  filled.  Bat  no  Governor  of  any  State  has 
ever  fdt  himself  authorized  to  issue  writs  of 
dection  to  fill  even  these  vacancies.  And  why? 
Because  all  saeh  vacancies  being  caused  by  the 
eonatitntjon  itself  were  therefore  foreseen  and 
fbreknown,  and  cannot  properly  be  sud  to  bap- 
P«L  Hence  they  are  referred  to  the  general 
rnle,  and  not  to  the  exception,  which  ^pllea  to 
eaaiulties  only. 

Agun:  The  constitution  havitig  provided  a 
House  of  Representatives,  next  proceeds  to  pro- 
vide a  Senate,  as  the  other  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature. This  is  done  by  the  third  section  of 
the  same  article.  This  section  commences,  aa 
in  the  other  case,  by  deelaringof  what  nnmber 
tlie  Senate  shall  consist,  and  by  whom,  and  for 
•what  term,  the  members  shall  be  chosen.  Hav- 
ing thus  provided  a  full  and  complete  Senate, 
the  authors  of  the  instrument,  foreseeing  that 
vacancies  might  occar  during  the  term  pre- 
■cribed,  in  the  seats  once  filled  for  that  term, 
prooeed,  in  the  next  paragraph  of  this  section, 
to  provide  for  BUpplTing  such  vacancies,  by  these 
vwds,  "  if  vacancieB  happen,  by  resngnation  or 
Otherwise,  daring  the  recess  of  the  Legidature 
of  any  Statu,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make 
temporary  appointments  antil  the  next  meeting 
of  the  L^isliitare,  which  shall  then  fill  such 
vacancies^'  Here,  again,  we  have  original  va- 
cancies in  offices  created  by  the  constitution. 
To  these  vacancies  no  Governor  of  any  State 
ever  presumed  to  make  any  temporary  appoint- 
meot,  becanse,  they  were  original  vacancies, 
and  therefore  were  not  embraced  by  the  words 
of  thia  exoeption. 


Here  also  are  presented  the  oases  of  othu' 
vaoanciee,  occarring  after  the  place  has  been 
once  filled,  prodnoed  not  by  any  oaauatty,  bat 
by  the  foreseen  and  foreknown  efflox  of  time. 
Onr  Joamals  show  us  two  attempts  by  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Slates  to  sapply  vacancies  of  this  sort 
OneisthecaseofUr.  Johns,  from  Delaware;  the 
other  that  of  Hr,  Lanmau,  fl-om  Conneoticat. 
In  both  these  cases,  the  seats  w«e  vacated  by 
the  efflax  of  the  time  for  which  their  former 
Inonmbents  had  been  elected.  In  each  case  the 
Legislatare  of  the  State  had  made  an  inefi'ectnal 
effbrt  to  appoint  a  snocesaor,  bat  had  faded, 
not  being  able  to  agree  in  a  ehmce.  After  the 
a^joamment  of  the  le^slatores,  the  seats  being 
still  vacant,  the  Governors  undertook  to  fill  them 
by  temporary  appointments.  Bat  in  both  cases, 
upon  the  exhibition  of  the  credentials  granted 
to  these  gentlemen,  the  Senate  refused  to  per- 
mit them  to  qualify,  beoaose  the  Governors  of 
these  States  had  no  authority  to  make  tempo- 
rary appointmente  to  sach  vaoandes  as  these. 

Here,  then,  is  a  second  example  of  the  occur- 
rence of  the  same  terms,  where  their  meaning 
is  not  only  obvious  fi-om  the  context,  but  haa 
received  the  solemn  and  repeated  sanctions  of 
this  body  itself.  This  meaning,  so  fixed  and 
ascertained,  is  found  to  be  la  exact  accerdanoe 
with  the  signifioatioa  attached  to  the  same 
words,  in  the  former  case.  Then,  who  oan 
doaht  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  same  terms 
when  they  next  ocear,  in  the  clause  to  which 
I  first  adverted)  Here,  too,  the  framers  of  the 
eonstitation,  having  preseribed  a  mle  for  all 
appointments  to  aU  offices,  and  required  that 
they  should  be  made  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advioeand  consent  of  the  Senate,  fore- 
seeing that  vaoanoies  might  afterwards  happen 
in  these  offloee  daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
when  the  pnblio  exigendea  might  nevertheless 
require  sach  vaoaades  to  be  filled  up,  wisely 
and  providently  gave  to  the  Preddent  alone 
the  power  of  filling  ap  all  sach  vacancies.  Bat 
tbey  had  no  more  idea  of  giving  to  the  Presi- 
dent alone  the  power  of  creating  offioea  daring 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  than  they  had  to  give 
to  the  Executives  of  the  difitirent  States  power 
to  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  ori^nal  vacan- 
cies in  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  to 
grant  temporary  appointments  to  supply  sach 
vacancies  existing  in  the  Senate. 

Mi.  President,  let  me  present  the  subject  to 
the  Senate  under  another  aspect.  Whatever 
dtfferenoes  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  origin 
of  oar  difierent  offleea,  I  think  we  mast  all 
agree  that  the  power  of  the  President  is  the 
same,  in  regard  to  appointments,  to  them  aU. 
The  constitution,  in  authoriring  him  to  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  to  all  offices,  draws 
no  distinction  in  the  mode  of  appointment  to 
any ;  and  his  separate  power  over  ail  vaoanciee 
which  happen  during  the  reoees  of  the  Senate  ia 
the  same,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  origin 
or  nature  of  the  vacant  office.  Th«i,  if  hia 
power  over  all  is  the  same  in  both  oaaes,  let  us 
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eiamiae  the  different  subjects  to  which  this 
identical  power  maj  be  applied,  and  perhaps 
we  maj  bo  ditoover  the  natore'of  the  power  it- 
■el£ 

According  to  the  opinion  of  Bome,  there  ore 
three  different  Bpe«ee  of  offices  reftrred  to  in 
the  oonstitation :  snch  as  are  created  bj  atatate 
— snoh  03  are  oreated  b;  the  constitution  itself 
— and  snob  as,  being  ostabliahed  b;  the  usages 
of  nations,  are  merely  recognized  by  the  consti- 
tatinn.  Most  of  our  domestic  ezecntive  offices 
are  examples  of  the  first  kind;  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  his  associates  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
are  examples  of  the  second;  and  ambassadors, 
other  public  Uinisters  and  consols,  are  instances 
of  the  last.  Now  with  respect  to  all  offices  of 
the  first  class,  that  is  to  say,  offices  oreated  by 
statute,  it  is  very  obvioos  that  ori^nal  vaoan- 
cies  in  these  can  never  occnr  during' the  reoeas 
of  the  Senate.  Because,  as  these  offices  derive 
their  existence  tram  a  statute,  which  statute 
can  only  be  enacted  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate,  and  as  these  offices  when  thus  created 
must  be  vacant,  all  original  vaoancles  in  etata- 
tory  offices  must  oooar  during  the  session,  and 
not  during  the  recess  of  the  Senat«.  Oonse- 
quentiy,  the  President  can  have  no  power  to  fill 
np  sudi  vacancies. 

There  never  has  been  but  a  single  instance  of 
an  attempt  by  any  President  to  fill  np  such 
vacancies  during  the  reoessof  the  Senate.  This 
attempt  was  promptly  met  by  the  Benate,  who, 
not  content  with  rejecting  the  nominations  af- 
terwards made  of  the  military  officers  who  had 
bean  so  appointed,  referred  the  subject  to  a 
committee.  Their  report,  presenting,  as  it  does, 
a  clear  and  sonnd  exposition  of  this  part  of  the 
constitution,  and  an  able  vindication  of  the 
violated  rights  of  the  Senate,  received  the  con- 
£rmatiou  of  this  body,  whose  views  were  after- 
wards assented  to  by  tlie  Executive,  as  we  all 
know.  Then,  no  doubt  exists  that  the  Prew- 
dent  alone  has  no  authority  to  make  an  origi- 
nal appointment  to  any  statutory  office. 

The  offices  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Ooart  are  the  only  description  of  offices  of  the 
second  kind.  These  offices  are  created  by  the 
constitution  itself  sJid  are  thereby  required  to 
be  filled  up.  Here  then  is  the  case  not  of  po- 
tential, bat  of  actual  offices ;  not  of  poadble 
offices  that  may  or  may  not  be  required  to  be 
filled  np,  bnt  of  existing  offices  ordered  by  the 
constitution  itself  to  be  supplied  with  incum- 
bents. Yet,  President  Washington,  daring 
whose  term  these  offices  were  all  so  vacant, 
and  thus  continned  for  a  long  time,  never 
thought  that  he  possessed  the  power  to  fill  them 
up,  until  after  the  enaction  of  the  judiciary 
law ;  aud  did  so  then  only  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  first  obtained. 

Nor  could  he  have  done  otherwise.  For  un- 
til the  passage  of  this  act  of  Congress,  how 
could  he  know  what  number  of  judges  to  appoint 
— what  would  be  their  salaries — where  they 
were  to  convene — what  might  be  the  duties 
required  of  them — or  what  the  rule  to  regnlate 


their  process  and  proceeding — nay,  by  whit 
other  means  could  tbo  court  have  been  sup- 
plied with  a  clerk,  »  morahsJ,  or  any  other 
ministerial  officers,  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  proper  performance  of  thw'  functions  t  It 
would  have  been  as  absurd  for  the  Preddent  to 
have  made  the  appointment  of  judges  before 
the  enaction  of  this  atatnte,  as  it  would  have 
been  for  the  Governor  of  a  State  to  have  issued 
writs  of  election  before  the  Legislature  of  such 
State  had  passed  the  laws  ueoeaaary  todve 
effect  to  that  provision  of  the  oonstitution  which 
required  the  members  of  the  Honae  of  R^ire- 
sentatives  to  l>e  chosen. 

In  aftertime,  when  none  of  theee  difficultiss 
existed,  and  the  number  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Oonrt  was  increaaed,  although  the 
new  jndge,  when  duly  appointed,  like  bis  a»»- 
ciates,  was  in  nnder  die  constitntion,  yet  it  va* 
conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  office,  althotigh 
required  by  the  constitution,  was  established 
by  the  taw ;  and,  therefore,  beooming  vacant 
during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  the  Preddeat 
could  not  fill  this  vacancy  durmg  therecesaj 
but  roust  make  the  first  appointment  to  it,  only 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  this  body. 

When  we  thus  see  that  the  President  cannot 
make  an  original  appointment  to  any  office 
created  either  bystatnto  or  by  the  constitution, 
because  the  vacancies  in  snch  offices  canaot 
properly  be  said  to  happen  during  the  reows  of 
the  Senate,  is  it  fair  to  argue  that  be  has  sa- 
thonty  to  make  such  appointments  to  the  other 
class  of  offices  which  are  established  not  by 
statute  but  by  usoge  merely,  and  which  are  not 
required,  but  merely  leoogaieed  by  the  consti- 
tution as  of  possible  nse  ?  Does  not  every  ar- 
gument applicable  to  the  case  of  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  apply  a  fortieri  to  thc«e 
offices  f  Of  how  many  minister?  must  the  new 
mission  consist — who  and  of  what  character 
shall  be  the  attache$  to  the  l^fation— what 
shall  be  the  compensation  allowed  to  any  "f'^l 
mission — and  for  what  term  may  they  hold 
their  offices  ?  All  these  are  questions  which 
most  be  decided  before  snoh  ^poinUueuts  can 
properly  be  mode ;  and  the  decision  of  each  ot 
these  questions  by  the  President  alone  is  for- 
bidden by  the  constitution  in  terms. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  will  offer  a  sug- 
gestion to  the  Senate,  which  npou  my  mind  hss 
always  had  much  influence.  Itis  not  more  the 
object  of  this  constitution  to  create  and  confer 
power,  than  it  is  to  check  and  restrain  the  lu- 
thorities  which  it  grants.  No  important  au- 
thority is  thereby  granted  to  any  department  ol 
this  Government,  unless  it  is  limited  and  guanl- 
ed  in  its  exercise,  by  some  means  or  other. 
Speokiug  generally,  the  judiciary  can  establuf 
no  rule  which  the  Legislature  may  notabro^W, 
can  pronounce  no  decree  which  the  Executive 
may  not  refuse  to  execute.  The  Execotive  can 
do  no  act,  agunst  which  the  judiciary  msy  oot 
relieve,  which  the  Lepslatnre  may  not  snniu, 
or  to  which  they  may  not  refuse  to  gi"  e"*"^ 
The  Le^slatnre  itself  can  enact  no  law  wiCx"" 
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tbe  uMnt  of  the  ExeoDtive,  and  wbich  ia  not 
■abject  to  tbe  revisiOD  of  the  Judiciary,  when- 
ever it  cornea  in  conflict  with  tbe  coustitntion. 
And  the  States,  in  Tirtue  of  tbe  rights  reserved 
bj  them  &s  parties  to  the  original  compact,  may 
watch  over  and  control  the  joint  or  Berersl  ac- 
tjon  of  all  and  each  of  tbe  departmects  of  ^ie 
Government,  so  as  that  none  may  pass  beyond 
its  preacribed  limltB.  Now  can  any  one  believe, 
that  in  anch  a  system,  so  intended  and  bo  o< 
trived,  it  ever  was  designed  to  coofer  tbe  v 
power  which  has  been  exerted  upon  this  oo 
rfon,  (which,  as  I  have  shown,  toncbes  wd 
flnence*  dot  best  and  dearest  interests,)  to  the 
nnoODtrdled  ^soretion  of  the  President  alone  ^ 
^e  -^t&a  langnage  of  tlie  constitation  (as  . 
Uilnk  I  have  now  proved)  repudiates  any  saoh 
id«« ;  and  if  thia  language  was  even  donbtf]!, 
tbe  spirit  which  dictates  every  line  of  tliat  in- 
■tmmMit,  oDght  to  anffioe  to  solve  any  such 
donbt 

I  have  heard  a  rin^e  case  snggvated,  to  which 
(■»  it  aeeroa  to  preaent  a  diffiomty  to  the  minds 
of  aome)  I  most  beg  leave  to  pay  a  little  atten- 
tioa.  I  have  heard  it  asked,  if  the  President 
may  not  fill  np  any  vacaooy  bnt  one  that  hap- 
pens during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  what 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  conatrv,  if  an 
oflSoe,  which  the  public  good  requires  to  be  filled 
immediately,  should  bewaie  vacant  b;r  death  or 
otfierwtBe,  happening  daring  the  sesuon  of  the 
Senate,  and  which  event  conld  not  be  made 
known  to  the  President  until  after  oar  a^joarn- 
ment !  To  this  qaeatioQ  I  have  several  answers 
to  pre,  either  of  which,  to  my  mind,  is  quite 
■ftturfaetory. 

The  first  is,  that  it  is  an  extreme  case,  which 
mnst  be  of  very  rare  occarrenoe,  and  the  very 
necessity  of  which,  whenever  it  shall  exist,  may 
well  excuse  the  President  for  acting  upon  it, 
erea  without  any  direct  anthority  so  to  do. 
Bnt  we  sbonld  be  veij  cautious  how- we  give 
aasenttotbat  species  of  argument,  which  would 
infer  the  l^ality  of  authority  in  ordinary  cases, 
trvfa  mere  silent  acquiescence  in  its  exercise, 
when  wider  the  pressure  of  extraordinary  cir~ 
cwnstaiices.  I  certainly  would  not  censure  any 
Frerident  for  making  a  temporary  appointment 
daring  the  recess,  in  this  supposed  case,  even  if 
I  ttioogbtbe  hadnoauthdrity  to  do  so,  provided 
be  liud  snob  an  appointment  before  the  Senate 
■fierwarda.  I  have  no  idea,  however,  of  hsv- 
Ingeven  necessary  medicinoadministered  to  me 
fi>r  my  daily  bread ;  or  of  applying  thia  hard 
law  of  State  necessity,  which  will  override  the 
eoBStitation  itself  to  such  ordinary  transaotions 
M  the  case  before  us,  ia  which  tbb  plea  of  im- 
mediate neoeeaity  cannot  have  the  slt^test  ap- 
plication. 

My  aeoond  answer  is,  that,  accordiiw  to  a  fair 
etmatTBction  of  tbe  constitution,  the  President, 
in  my  opinion,  has  antbority  given  to  him  to 
fill  np  such  a  vacancy  doring  the  recess.  Sir, 
■a  in  all  human  transactions  we  can  reason  only 
ttma  what  we  know,  and  know  bat  tittle  of 
fiota  except  throngb  evidence,  we  are  generally 


ConstraJned  to  substitute  this  evidence  for  the 
fact  it  tends  to  establish.  It  is  this  imperfeo- 
tion  of  onr  nature  which  often  prevents  uafrom 
r^arding  as  facts  what  are  not  shown  to  ns  to 
be  snch,  and  obliges  us  to  assert  the  truth  of 
what  is  satisfactorily  proven,  although  the  fact 
so  established  may  be  most  false.  Hence,  I 
think  it  fair  te  say  that  a  vacancy,  not  known 
to  exist,  does  not  exist  for  any  of  the  purposes 
of  the  constitution;  and  when  known,  it  does 
exist,  and  not  until  then,  be  that  when  it  may. 
If  any  Senator  should  die  during  the  session  of 
tbe  L^islature  of  the  State  be  represented,  but 
the  fact  of  his  death  oonld  not  be  commnnicated 
to  that  Legislatnre  while  it  continued  in  sesson, 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  tbe  Executive  of  the 
State  might  supply  this  vacancy  by  a  tempo- 
rary appointment.  I  say  this,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  whose  obvious  pcrpoee  it  is  to 
keep  the  seate  in  this  House  always  filled  by 
tlie  Legislatnres  of  the  8tet«s  here  represented, 
where  they  have  an  opportunity  to  fill  them, 
bnt  by  temporary  appointments  from  the  Exe- 
entive  Of  these  States,  in  all  cases  where  the 
Legislatures  have  had  no  snch  opportonity. 
And  the  parallel  is  perfect,  I  think,  between 
the  power  of  the  Executive  of  a  State  in  one 
case,  and  that  of  tbe  President  in  tbe  other. 

tit.  President,  I  have  now  presented  to  the 
Senate  my  views  of  tbe  oonstitntion,  so  far  as 
it  applies  to  the  matter  before  us.  If  I  am 
right  in  these  views,  all  must  agree  with  me, 
tiiat  the  power  exercised  by  the  Preudent  upon 
this  occasion  was  without  warrant,  and  there- 
fore unlawful ;  that  it  is  a  manifest  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  Senate ;  and  if  the  act  waa 
done  with  that  view,  it  is  a  flagrant  usurpation 
of  their  constitutional  powers,  I  feel  very  con- 
fident that  no  one  here  will  controvert  a  nngle 
position  I  have  stated.  I  have  advanced  nothing 
new,  but  have  merely  repeated  the  argnmenta 
which  I  ni^ed  here  in  1626,  during  the  discus- 
sion of  the  memorable  Panama  subject,  when 
this  identical  question  arose,  and  was  fally  ex- 
amined. Upon  that  occasion,  I  waa  met  by 
Senators  of  great  ability,  who,  instead  of  con- 
troverting this  oonHtmction  of  the  constitution, 
sought  to  avoid  it,  by  relying  upon  what  they 
called  the  precedents.  The  same  course  may 
possibly  be  pursued  again.  It  is  proper,  there- 
fore, that  I  sbonld  present  some  suggestions  to 
the  Senate  npon  this  snbject  also. 

Sir,  from  the  first  moment  I  was  capable  of 
forming  an  opinion  for  myuelf  upon  any  politi- 
cal qnestion,  nntil  thia  hour,  I  have  alw^s 
raised  my  voice  ogunat  tbat  sort  of  argoment, 
wbicli,  in  a  Government  founded  npon  a  written 
constitution,  seeks  to  infer  antbority  for  the 
governors  from  their  own  practices.  The  argu- 
ment (if  indeed  it  deserves  such  a  name)  is  not 
fair ;  for,  while  it  claims  the  benefit  of  all  affirm- 
ative cases,  it  allows  no  weight  to  those  which 
ore  negative  merely.  The  omission  to  exert  any 
power  for  a  cwtnry,  although  opportunities  fit 
and  proper  for  its  exercise  may  have  honrly 
oocntred  during  all  that  time,  weighs  not  as 
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even  the  dnst  in  the  balsnoe  BRuiut  Its  actnal 
exertion  in  a  single  instAnce.  The  argnmeDt  is 
(UngerooB,  too,  in  the  extreme.  The  unaUest 
fisaure  nnintenUonalljr  made  in  the  oonatitn- 
tion,  daring  the  d&rkest  hour  of  tome  droirsy 
nudni^ht  sBHMon,  to  let  in  Kycaa  pigm^  ca«e,  too 
insigaifiunt  to  attract  or  to  merit  attention,  b; 
the  force  of  this  argament,  is  soon  widened  and 
made  a  horribly  yawning  weattte,  throngh 
which  a  flood  moat  one  daj  rush  in  to  deluge 
OUT  fair  land.  Deeds  done  in  moments  of  high 
part;  excitement,  or  during  the  boor  of  danger 
to  the  State,  when  the  safelj  of  the  people  is 
the  supreme  lav,  by  the  force  of  this  argmacDt 
become  the  parents  of  similar  acta,  in  other  and 
different  times.  It  was  thos  the  dictatorship 
was  made  perpetual  in  Borne ;  and  the  same 
means  cannot  tail  in  tim^  to  prodace  some  such 
calamitous  eTenthere.  Itshall  never  have  any 
force  with  me.  Thoa  far,  and  no  farther,  am  I 
willing  to  allow  any  weight  to  the  argument 
founded  npon  precedents  merely.  When  any 
of  the  proviwona  of  the  constitutloa  Are  of 
doubtful  import,  and  qaeetions  arising  nnder 
such  provisions  have  been  fally  and  openly  ei- 
amined,  so  that  the  people  have  had  a  fEur  op- 
portonity  to  nnderstand  their  bearing  and  in- 
nuenoe,  the  decision  nf  all  lach  quutions,  if 
aflierwards  acqoieeoed  in  generally,  I  shall  be 
disposed  to  respect ;  not,  however,  aa  conferring 
power,  but  as  simply  declaratory  of  the  true 
oonstrnction  of  an  ambigaoas  part  of  the  con- 
stitution, under  which  constitation  alone  power 
can  ever  be  properly  claimed. 

In  this  case  there  exists  no  occasion  for  these 
OBQtJona  and  reservations.  During  the  discus- 
sion of  the  PoiutmH  subject,  we  looked  into  all 
the  preoodenta.  Every  case  of  any  original  &{»- 
pointmoot,  made  by  a  President  daring  the  re- 
cess of  the  Benate,  from  the  first  establishment 
of  this  Government  to  that  Aej,  was  then  laid 
before  us,  in  a  docoment  that  now  remains  on 
onr  fllea.  Each  of  these  cases  was  then  car«- 
ftdly  examined ;  and  it  Is  snoh  an  examination 
which  justifies  me,  I  think,  in  Baying  that  not 
one  of  them  can  properly  be  considered  as  a 

frecedent  for  that  which  we  are  now  examining, 
t  is  true  that  a  aaperfioial  examination  of  some 
of  tliese  oases  may  seem  to  justify  a  different 
opinion.  Bnt,  if  any  one  will  take  the  trouble 
of  tracing  such  cases  to  their  origin,  and  will 
inform  himself  of  the  state  of  things  existing,  at 
the  time  of  their  occurrence,  I  repeat,  that  not 
one  of  them  will  be  found  to  apply  here.  I  will 
not  fatigue  the  Senate  by  a  referenco  to  these 
cases  now ;  their  true  character  and  history 
was  nven  in  the  debate  upon  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to ;  and  to  that  debate,  now  on  record  in 
your  Jtenster,  I  refer  all  those  who  may  feel 
any  wi^  to  consolt  iL  Onr  journals  furnish 
US,  however,  with  four  oases,  wluch  Lave  a  bear- 
ing so  direct  upon  the  matter  now  before  ns, 
that  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  state  them. 

The  first  of  these  oocmred  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Ur.  Jefferson,  who,  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  nnd<n-took  to  mkke  an  origi- 


nal appointment  of  s  UiniBter  to  Bnssia;  to 
which  coort  we  had  not  before  sent  any  Minis- 
ter. The  nomination  of  this  Hinister  was  after- 
wards laid  before  the  Senate  when  they  eo&> 
Tcned,  aciaompanied  t^  a  long  lett«r  of  the 
Prendent's,  setting  forth  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  him  to  make  ancb  an  appointmoit. 
The  Senate  considered  the  ealyect  veiy  mature- 
ly, it  seems,  and  finally  refoaed  to  nve  their 
consent  to  the  appointinenL  This  sdieme  wss 
then  abandoned ;  nor  was  it  reenmed  for  many 
years  afterwards,  until  it  was  revived  by  Ur, 
Uadison,  acting  then  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  I  refer  to  thiacsM,to 
show  Che  idea  then  entertained  by  the  Senate 
as  to  their  right  to  be  oonsolted  by  the  Presi- 
dent in  all  oases  wherein  it  was  pro|KMed  to 
establish  new  diplomatic  rdatjona  with  aay 
nation  with  which  none  anoh  had  previoady 
existed ;  and  to  show  the  aoquieeeenoe  of  llw 
Executive  in  this  determination. 

The  next  case  oocnrred  in  1814,  when,  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  ".Atvn^ 
JmIo"  President  Madison  sent  three  addition*! 
Ministers,  to  unite  in  the  negotiations  at  Ghent, 
with  the  two  others  previously  appointed  by 
him,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tlie 
Senate.  These  appointments  were  laid  befu« 
the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  when  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  by  the  President,  daring 
the  reoeas  of  the  Senate,  called  forth  that  able 
and  eloquent  protest  against  it,  which  was  snb- 
mitted  by  Mr.  Gore,  then  a  Senator  from  Jfss- 
aachnsetts,  and  whioh  I  read  to  the  Senate  whso 
I  first  addressed  them.  It  is  true,  this  protest 
was  never  acted  upon  definitively.  Bnt  we  ill 
remember  the  state  of  ttiinga  then  existing ;  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Senate,  in  avoiding  any  de- 
oidon  of  this  matter  at  that  time,  manifest* 
most  distinotiy  what  was  the  opinion  then  ea- 
tertwned.  If  the  majority  had  even  doubted, 
this  protest  wonld  have  been  rejected  at  once. 
But,  as  Its  adoption  would  have  been  higUy 
inexpedient  at  that  crims  in  our  affairs,  and  its 
r^ection  would  have  been  an  abandonment  ot 
the  constitntional  rights  of  the  8enat«^  they  very 
prudently  postpon^  the  oonnderation  of  the 
subject. 

Kext  comes  the  ease  of  the  new  rqiublics  in 
South  America.  Everybody  knows  what  was 
the  state  of  public  sentiment  upon  this  sobjeiA 
Mr.  Monroe,  the  Preddent,  was  beset  on  sU 
sides,  and  most  earnestly  importuDed  tocompy 
with  the  wishes  of  these  States,  by  seHiof 
Ministers  to  them.  But,  altboa^  derirons  to 
do  BO,  he  nevertheless  steadily  refased,  until  be 
had  previously  submitted  the  subject  to  Con- 
gress, and  had  obtained  the  assent  of  beta 
Houaes.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  did  he  de- 
spatch the  Ministers  whioh  were  SPP"'"'^!^ 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  oi  the  Ben- 
Last  is  the  case  presented  hi  189fl  bytbs 
Panama  message.  This  is  of  too  recent  cecal- 
renoe  to  require  any  comment  It  will  ^w* 
to  say,  that  the  rest^ution  then  iHVpoaod,  vuw 
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WW  deelantorf  of  the  righti  of  the  Senftt«,  and 
denied  the  claim  of  Pi^id«ut  Adams  to  the 
po««r  he  therein  anerted  to  be  his,  was  lud 
aaoa  anr  table  bj  the  vote  of  a  bare  iii^|orit7 
of  this  body.  Bat  man^  of  the  members  of 
that  m^ority,  in  whose  presenoe  I  now  Bpe>k, 
dedared  st  ttie  time  diat  th«j  did  not  donU  the 
righu  of  the  Senate  to  be  snoh  as  was  affinned. 
Ai,  however,  the  Praddent,  while  asserting 


dsa,  md  

8eaata  for  their  advice,  the  question 
dneed  (aa  the;  thought)  to  a  mere  abstraction, 
which,  bowever  proper  to  be  disoossed,  it  was 
>ot  neeeasary  then  to  decide. 

After  that  time,  no  case  has  ooonrred  within 
Uie  fcnowtedfle  of  the  Benato  nntil  the  in«sent. 
For,  althon^  Heovs.  Orane  and  Offley,  in  1B98, 
reeeired  fKnn  Frerident  Adams  a  oommlsdon 
sfanilar  to  thls^  yetHiatbet  wasoaatioiuly  oon- 
eealed  fVom  the  Senate.  These  Uinisters  never 
reached  Conataatinople,  and  their  appointment 
woold  not  pratwblr  ever  have  been  brought  to 
^ht,  wdaes  it  had  been  fonnd  expedient  now 
to  lelto  to  it  as  a  pr»oed«at  to  JDstify  what  was 
ifterwarda  done  bj  the  present  Bzeontire.  And 
here,  dr,  let  mo  appeal  to  the  condor  of  all  those 
hoDW^le  Senators  who  thought  and  acted  with 
loe  diving  the  Panama  diMDseion,  to  ssj,  jf 
thej  had  known  that  President  Adams  had 
KenOj  inadtnted  a  misdon  to  Tnr^ey  daring 
the  reeeoB  of  the  Senate,  woold  thej  not  huve 
reprobated  snoh  an  act,  in  as  etrong  terms  at 
least  aa  aaj  nsed  in  relation  to  his  mere  clum 
(rf  sooh  a  power  in  the  Panama  case,  where  the 
ezwoiie  o<  the  power  asserted  was  expressly 
waived  by  him.  For  my  part,  I  Icnow  I  should 
hare  done  so ;  and  knowing  this,  I  cannot  reo- 
ounle  it  to  myself  to  sit  silent,  when  the  same 
act  has  bewi  done  by  another  Preddent.  What- 
erer  ohaagee  may  have  taken  place  in  the  Ez- 
watire,  the  oons^tntion  remains  the  same ;  the 
ii(^  and  dntiea  of  the  Senate  remain  the 
nma;  and  I  will  always  steife  to  preserve  the 
OD^  and  to  ftilfll  the  other. 

liw  oasea  to  which  I  have  thns  referred, 
spreading  as  they  do  over  a  period  of  twenty- 
fire  7ears  now  last  past,  ooght  to  satisfy  every 
we,  I  tiiink,  that  the  provUons  of  the  oonsti- 
tntirat  and  V19  practice  of  the  Government  are 
to  strict  aeoordance.  At  bH  events,  they  mnst 
•iiffioe  to  shoir,  that  even  if  other  precedents 
«oqM  be  band,  mnch  more  apposite  than  any 
wbiah  exist,  they  cannot  prove  any  nniform 
pra^loe,  any  oontinnons  diain  of  precedents, 
ntUing  tida  qoestloa  of  power,  which,  there- 
lore,  we  mnst  consider  as  rat  tei«pra,  and  decide 
b;  a  reference  to  the  constltntion  alone. 

Mr.  Prasident,  the  aivaments  that  have  been 
urged  In  opposMon  to  ue  opinion  I  so  briefly 
tipresaed  when  I  Srat  made  this  motion,  com- 
ing, too,  tnta  the  quarter  whence  some  of  them 
proceed,  have  existed  my  surprise  almost  as 
niKh  OS  the  power,  the  exercise  of  which  in 
tUs  ease  they  seek  to  Justify,  I  mnst  beg  leave, 
Ihwefore,  to  invite  Bcone  attention  to  ^  most 


prominent  of  these  arguments^  which  aeem  to 
me  most  awfal  "  signs  of  the  times." 

Ad  honorable  Senator  from  Lonisiaaa,  (Ur, 
LivmWTOH,)  instead  of  controTerting  directly, 
any  proportion  which  I  haveadvanoed,  tells  ns 
that  the  ouastraotioa  of  the  oonstitntion  for 
which  I  have  contended  is  not  so  certain,  but 
that  wise  and  good  men  may  well  donbt  as  to 
its  oorreotnees;  nay,  even  adopt  a  contrary 
opinion.  He  does  not  s^  that  such  is  his 
opinion,  but  satisBes  himBelf  with  endenvoring 
to  east  the  shadow  of  his  doubts  upon  mine; 
and  then  rebakes  me  for  using  tne  strong 
language  I  did  in  exprmsing  it.  Sir,  if  I  could 
feel  any  of  the  donbts  which  this  Senator  has 
sought  to  generate,  like  him  I  might  regret  the 
use  of  strong  phrases  to  express  an  opkiion,  of 
the  oorreotoesB  of  which  I  did  not  feel  assured ; 
but,  entertaining  no  such  doubts,  I  have  noth- 
ing to  regret,  nothing  to  explain,  and  nothing 
to  take  back. 

And  bow,  nr,  is  Aia  sopposed  donbt  pro- 
duced) The  Senator  from  Loninana  s^s  that 
the  constitution  is  sosceptible  of  two  different 
readings.  One,  that  which  I  gave  as  I  foand 
it  written,  and  the  other  this:  "  the  Prendent, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  shaU  have 
power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen." 
According  to  this  latter  reading,  he  thinks  it 
probable  that  the  President  would  have  the 
right  to  do  that  which  he  has  done.  Now,  rir, 
from  whence  doee  this  honorable  Senator  de- 
rive authority  thns  to  dislocate  the  members  of 
the  sentence,  and  to  re-arrange  them  according 
to  his  fiinoy )  If  he  is  not  bound  to  read  the 
instrument  as  it  is  written,  he  has  the  same 
power  to  amend  it,  by  the  enbstitntion  of  new 
words,  as  by  inverting  the  order  in  which  the 
old  words  are  found,  so  as  to  give  them  a  new 
sense.  The  gentleman  cannot  claim  the  merit 
even  of  originality  for  this  invention.  It  is  cer- 
Uinlj  as  old  as  the  days  of  Swift,  in  whose 
amuwng  "  Tale  of  a  Tnb  "  we  read  that  the 
same  device  was  practised  npon  the  t«stament 
there  mentioned.  The  three  orothers  not  being 
able  to  find  the  permission  tbey  desired,  written 
therein  totidem  vtrbit,  sought  for  it  toHdtm. 
lyllabu;  not  finding  it  eveu  then,  they  tried  to 
make  it  ont  totuten  literU;  and  It  was  only 
when  they  failed  in  this,  too,  that  they  found 
themselves  under  the  necessity  of  changing  the 
orthography.  Had  they  lived  in  the  present 
day,  Uiey  mi^t  have  saved  themselves  much 
trouble,  by  merely  altering  the  name  of  what 
diey  wished,  and  bestowing  upon  it  some  new 
denomination. 

Do  not  the  Senate  perceive  what  would  be 
the  eSM  of  this  new  reading  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion, if,  as  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  would 
persnade  ns,  it  was  permissible  to  adopt  itt 
Bead  as  it  is  written,  and  these  words,  "  daring 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,"  denote  the  time 
within  which  the  vacancy  must  happen,  which 
vacancy  the  Preeideot  ^one  is  authorized  to  fill 
np :  but,  auording  to  this  new  reading,  these 
words  denote  the  time  within  which  the  Presi- 
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dent  toMj  exert  the  power  of  filliiiB  the  vacan- 
cy, hqipen  when  it  may.  Then,  the  President 
ironld  need  but  to  watt  until  t^e  Benote  ad- 
jonrns,  and  he  wonld  have  authority  to  fill  up 
all  vacancies.  Nay,  should  be  graciously  please 
to  refer  hia  appoiutmenta  to  the  Senate  after- 
wards, and  they  shonld  r^ect  them,  instead  of 
watching  a  fit  occasion  to  renominate,  the 
Pre«dent  might  wait  for  the  adjournment,  and 
then  rea{>point  tbe  same  individual ;  and  so  on, 
totUi  quatUt,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  A 
more  summary  method  to  divest  the  Senate  of 
all  authority,  and  to  invest  the  President  alone 
with  complete  power  over  all  appointments, 
oonld  not  well  be  devised.  Instinct  inibnns  tbe 
very  brutes  of  their  common  danger,  and  of  tbe 
quarter  from  whence  it  may  be  expected ;  and 
snrely  argoments  aoch  as  this  should  put  ns 
upon  our  guard. 

An  honorable  Senator  &om  Uaryland  (Ur. 
Smith)  tells  ns  that  he  has  never  doubted  upon 
this  point — that  he  has  ever  been  of  opinion, 
the  President  might  institnte  what  mlBsions  be 
pleasee.  without  consulting  tbe  Senate  or  any- 
body else — that  he  so  said,  and  so  voted,  in  the 
Panama  case,  and  therefore  shall  so  vote  in  this, 
which  is  precisely  similar  to  that.  This  is  all 
very  true ;  and  I  bear  my  willing  teetitnonj  to 
the  perfect  consistency  of  that  honorable  Sena- 
tor in  these  cases.  I  wish  I  conld  prevail  upon 
him,  however,  to  convince  my  friend  from  Illi- 
nois, (Mr.  Kakk,)  that  these  cases  are  precisely 
aimilar.  It  would  relieve  me  very  mnch  if  he 
would  do  BO ;  for  I  feel  sensibly  the  awkward- 
ness of  my  present  position,  opposed  on  the  one 
hand  by  those  who  opposed  me  in  the  Panama 
case,  because  this  is  the  same  question  there 
presented;  and  opposed  on  the  other  by  those 
with  whom  I  then  agreed,  because  this  is  not  a 
rimilar  case.  It  is  not  for  me  to  reconcile  sndi 
contrarient  opinions.  All  I  can  do,  is  to  op- 
pose to  the  Senator  from  Maryland  the  sign* 
ment  urged  in  tbe  Panama  case,  which  I  agree 
with  him  is  precisely  similar  to  this;  and  to 
endeavor  to  satisfy  my  friend  from  Ilttnois,  that 
bis  distinctions  constitttM  no  difference  between 
tbe  principles  involved  in  each. 

In  what,  sir,  ia  any  difi^renoe  to  be  found 
between  the  two  cases  t  It  is  true,  that  was 
the  mere  assertion  of  a  riaht  to  power,  the  ex- 
ercise of  which  was  waived  at  the  very  moment 
it  was  cisimed ;  and  this  is  the  exertion  of  tbe 
same  power  then  asserted  merely.  But  surely 
this  barren  claim,  waived  when  preferred,  pre- 
sents not  so  strong  a  case,  as  the  actual  exercise 
of  the  very  power  then  waived.  The  twooasea, 
althoagh  not  aimilar  in  their  facta,  present  the 
same  question;  and  every  argument  applicable 
to  tbe  one,  applies  a  fortiori  to  the  other.  The 
honorable  Senator  fr«m  IllinoLs,  I  am  sure,  will 
not  say,  that  because  the  one  set  of  Minuter^ 
was  to  bo  sent  to  Panama,  and  the  other  to 
OoDstantinople,  that  this  difference  of  their 
destination  con  constitute  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  principles  of  the  two  fases.  Nor 
will  he  say,  that  beoanse  one  set  of  30nJst«rs 


several  nations,  and  ma  other  to  a  nngle  natitHi 
only,  that  this  mere  matter  of  number  can  vary 
the  qnestion  as  to  the  constltntional  right  of  the 
President  to  appoint  either.  In  what,  then, 
does  the  difference  oon^tf 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Dlioois  si^% 
that,  in  the  Panama  case,  the  persons  propaeed 
to  be  despatched  were  to  be  public  Hinisten; 
bat  the  persons  actually  aent  m  this  case  were 
commiKioners  only.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that 
this  mere  change  of  appellation  alters  the  thing 
named t  The  poet  would  tell  him  that  "arose 
by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet ; "  and 
I  am  sore  he  would  not  agree  that  his  hat  was 
not  one,  because  many  of  bis  townsmen  nil  it 
a  ehapeaii.  But  see,  nr,  what  a  broad  gate  is 
here  also  hoisted,  to  let  in  the  flood  of  £ieeii- 
tive  power  and  patronage.  An  act  is  forbiddsD 
when  called  by  its  true  name ;  yet  change  tmt 
the  name,  and  the  same  act  at  once  beaomsi 

i'ostifiable  and  proper.  There  might  besnoe 
LOpe  of  an  end  to  this,  if  those  who  seek  to  get 
power  in  this  w^,  werecoDBtrainedtotaxtteir 
own  invention  for  new  names  to  denote  old 
things,  for  aa  there  must  be  some  limit  to  hu- 
man wit,  "  when  the  brains  were  out,  the  thing 
might  diel"  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
work  is  already  done  for  them;  and  a  Seoretary 
of  State  has  but  to  turn  to  the  mere  index  <rf 
his  tode  diplomatique  and  he  will  there  find  a 
long  list  of  the  names  of  public  functionaries 
who  have  been  employed  by  different  poten- 
tates, at  various  times,  which  list  m^  serve  as 
a  perennial  fountain  of  power. 

Let  me  give  an  example  of  the  case  with 
which  this  work  may  bo  done.  The  oonstita- 
tion  authorizes  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
ambassadors  and  otlier  pnblio  Ministers.  It  is 
desired,  however,  to  appoint  snob  without  con- 
snltiug  the  Senate,  lest  they  may  not  be  willing 
to  establish  any  snch  officee.  Turn  to  the  code, 
and  yon  may  there  find  that  tbe  aml>assBdor  of 
the  Pope  is  not  diatinguisbed  eo  nomina,  but  is 
termed  a  legate.  For,  as  an  aml)aa8ador  repre- 
sents the  person  of  bis  master,  and  as  the  suio- 
tity  and  infallibility  of  his  Holiness  cannot  be 
represented,  he  therefore  cannot  have  what  is 
commonly  called  an  ambassador.  To  show, 
however,  that  this  legate  is  in  very  tmth  the 
personal  representative  of  hia  sovereign,  he  is 
sometimes  styled  a  legate  a  latere,  that  is  to 
say,  he  issupposed  to  be  taken,  like  onr  impru- 
dent mother  Eve,  from  the  Mde  of  his  lord  and 
master,  and  therefore  may  very  properiy  he 
identified  with  him.  So,  too,  if  the  Pope  wu^ee 
to  send  a  minister  plenipotentiary  or  other  ne- 
gotiator, to  any  of  the  Catholic  princes,  hia 
beloved  children,  as  it  would  be  quite  uoseenjly 
for  the  holy  fWher  (whose  wishes  must  be  wni- 
manda  to  them)_  to  send  to  them  any  officer 
whose  very  title  imports  negotiation.  Lis  Minis- 
ter upon  such  occasions  is  styled  a  °'""?,?'^ 
mere  messenger,  deputed  to  bear  thewiUw 
the  father  to  these  bis  dntifal  children,  whioit 
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■win,  to  be  obaerred,  neMb  bnt  to  be  knowo. 
Now,  aa  thia  republic  is  a  mere  srtifioiol  bod; ; 
•nd  aa  oroand  and  withla  it  there  lire  muij 
vho  constftatij  distingnigh  tlie  PreaideDt;  aa 
their  "great  &ther,"  it  woald  not  require 
much  ingenuity  to  find  ont  some  gimilitade 
brtreoi  hia  office  and  that  of  the  Pope.  Then, 
oa  the  eonatitDtion  bajb  Dot  one  word  aboat 
l^atn  or  nnndoa,  bU  that  is  ueoessaiy  to  attain 
the  deaired  end,  woold  be  to  flit  the  blanlc  in 
the  ocKnininion  with  such  words;  whea,  ao- 
GOrding  to  this  ai^ginmeDt  of  the  Senator  from 
Qlinois,  the  President  alone  wonld  eo  soqnire 
power  to  do  the  rerj  act  which  he  is  forbidden 
to  do,  if  this  blank  was  filled  by  the  proper  name. 

[Hei«  Hr.  Eank  interrupted  Hr.  Tazbwbu^ 
observing  be  had  not  meant  to  baj  that  the 
mere  etwige  of  a  name  of  mj  pnbUo  Minister 
woold  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  one ; 
bat  thai  he  had  said  these  09mmiB8ioner9  were 
not  public  Uinisters  at  alL  The;  were  secret 
ICnistere  or  private  agents,  like  those  formerly 
sent  to  Soath  America,  or  the  persons  freqneot- 
\j  sent  with  despatehes.  The  appointment  of 
none  of  these  haa  ever  been  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  bat  was  alwaja  made  by  the  President 
■lone,  )>eoatiae  snoh  appointments  were  not 
e^iecially  provided  for  in  the  coostitntion.] 

I  tfaank  the  gentleman  for  this  correction.  T 
KaUj  b»d  DO  idea  that  it  was  hia  parpose  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  pablio  and  secret 
ICniitors.  itj  impression  was,  that  bis  dis- 
tinetion  was  run  between  pnblto  Ministers  and 
these  oonmissioners,  who  were  not  snpposed 
to  be  public  Ministoro,  beoanse  they  were  not 
so  called ;  and  I  was  about  to  show  that  the 
officera  were  the  aame,  althongh  their  denomi- 
nt&in  was  different.  However,  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  relieved  me  from  this  trouble. 
Let  me  then  inqoire,  whether  his  actual  argu- 
ment is  more  conolnsive  than  that  which  I  had 
npposed  him  to  have  used. 

And,  first,  sir,  let  me  ask  znj  friend  from 
Illinois,  if  these  commissioners  were  not  public 
bnt  secret  Ministers,  according  to  his  sense  cf 
these  latter  words,  whence  the  President  and 
Benate  together,  mnohless  the  President  alone, 
can  derive  the  right  to  appoint  them!  The 
eonititntioD  gives  to  the  President  the  power 
to  Bominat^  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  pnb!io  Minis- 
ters :  bnt  it  wonid  be  as  dimoolt,  I  believe,  to 
find  anj  authority  in  it  to  appoint  secret  Minis- 
tetB  who  thoold  not  be  public  Ministers,  as  it 
would  be  to  conceive  the  idea  of  a  private  agent, 
^pointed  to  perform  the  pnblic  dnty  of  uego- 
tiiting  a  treaty,  which,  when  ratified,  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  .anpreme  law  of  onr  land.  I 
5 raj  we  may  not  conibond  the  character  of  the 
finister  wltii  that  of  the  duty  conferred  npon 
bim,  or  with  the  mode  in  which  he  may  be 
directed  to  perform  his  dnty.  Doubtless,  under 
that  provision  of  the  constitotion  which  an- 
thoriies  the  sopointmeut  of  pablio  Ministers, 
the  President,  by  and  wiA  the  advice  and  con- 
mt  of  the  Senate,  may  apptnnt  snch  Ministers 


secretly.  They  may  be  instmoted  to  depart  se- 
cretly. They  may  be  accredited  secretly.  They 
may  negotiate  (as  they  generally  do)  secretly. 
Nay,  they  may  conclude  a  secret  treaty,  which 
need  not  be  made  known  until  a  fit  occasion 
arises  to  give  it  the  effect  of  a  law  by  promolga- 
tion.  In  this  sense,  such  Wnisters  may  prop- 
erly be  termed  secret  Ministers ;  but  they  are 
nevertheless  public  Ministers.  Because  they 
are  the  Ministers  of  the  public,  commissioned 
by  its  Government,  authorized  to  perform  ite 
business,  and  aceonnteble  to  the  public  for  all 
their  acts  and  omissions  under  their  commis- 
sion. In  one  word,  sir,  they  are  public  Minis- 
ters secretly  ^pointed,  and  with  secret  instruc- 
tions, bnt  they  differ  in  nothing  else  from  all 
other  poblio  Ministers,  idasmuch  as  their  com- 
missions are  precisely,  the  same  in  both  cases. 
Any  other  idea  than  this  wonld  present  a  subject 
here  of  quite  as  much  mirth  as  the  comic  scene 
of  Sheridan,  in  which  he  desoribes  a  secret  con- 
ference of  two  British  lUntsters,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  sentinels  at  Tilbury  fort, 
when  one  tells  to  the  other  as  a  profonnd  se- 
cret what  he  declares  the  other  iuiew  before. 
A  secret  agent  created  by  letters  patent  under 
the  great  seal,  given  to  him  to  be  showujand 
addressed  to  all  whom  it  may  concern.  This, 
sir,  wonld  fsr  snipasa  the  sarcastic  irony  of  the 
author  of  "  The  Oritio." 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  mean 
to  doubt  the  power  of  the  President  to  appoint 
secret  agents  when  and  how  he  pleases ;  n.oT 
do  I  mean  to  advance  any  claim  an  the  part  of 
the  Senate  to  participate  in  the  exercise  of  any 
such  power.  As  a  simple  individual,  I  would 
humbly  suggest  to  bim,  if  I  might  be  permitted 
so  to  do,  that  whenever  he  stands  in  need  of 
secret  agenta  who  are  resUy  dengned  to  be 
snch,  he  had  better  abstain  from  putting  Lis 
own  name  to  the  warrant  given  to  them,  and 
never  permit  it  to  be  authenticated  by  the  great 
seal.  Snch  a  proceeding  may  sometimes  prove 
hazardoos,  and  I  think  would  not  be  very  cred- 
itable to  the  nation  whose  seal  it  is.  Bnt  as  a 
Senator,  I  do  claim  for  the  Senate,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  tbe  constitnljon,  the  right  of  advising 
and  consenting  to  the  appointment  of  any  ana 
every  officer  of  the  United  Stetes,  no  matter 
what  may  be  his  name,  what  his  duties,  or  how 
he  may  be  instmoted  to  perform  them.  And 
it  is  only  because  secret  agents  ore  not  officers 
of  the  United  Stetes,  bnt  the  mere  agents  of 
the  PreMdent,  or  of  his  Secretaries,  or  of  his 
military  or  naval  conunanders,  that  I  disolum 
all  participation  in  their  appointment. 

It  is  this  distinction  between  officers  of  the 
Qovornment,  and  the  mere  agents  of  its  offi- 
cers, which  constitutes  the  striking  difference 
between  the  cases  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Illioois,  and  that  now  before  ns.  In  thia 
case,  these  commissioners  were  officers  of  the 
United  States — commissioned  as  such — author- 
ized by  that  commission  to  pledge  our  faith 
and  honor — entitled,  as  the  bearers  of  our  great 
seal,  to  be  regarded  everywhere  as  tbe  repro- 
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wntAtiveB  of  the  sorereignt;  whose  emblem  it 
is ;  and  to  c1»m  all  the  immunities  accorded  by 
the  public  law  to  Buch  represeiitativeB  of  ooj 
power  on  earth.  Vhereas,  jour  secret  ageDts 
m  Soath  America,  yoar  bearen  of  despatches 
or  oewspapera,  et  id  ornne  gviw*,  never  had  any 
commission — had  no  aathoritv  to  pledge  joar 
fitith — were  never  trasted  wiUi  your  great  seal 
— and  had  not  a  ringle  privilege  anywhere, 
which  anjr  other  individoal  citizen  might  not 
eqnally  well  claim.  In  short,  they  were  not 
omcera  of  the  United  States,  but  the  messensers 
^either  special  or  general)  of  their  officers.  Sir, 
it  mortifies  me  to  hear  the  high  fonctionaries 
of  the  cation  degraded  by  a  comparijwn  with 
BQch  gentr;  as  these ;  and  tJieir  secret  commis- 
sions assimilated  to  the  warrants  of  measengers, 
or  the  secret  letters  to  spies.  I  know  bat  one 
of  these  commissioners  personallj ;  but  of  him 
I  will  say,  that  the  same  lofty  spirit  which  re- 
fused to  bring  hb  ship  to  GoDstantinople,  onlees 
with  her  ports  triced  np,  her  gnns  shown,  and 
her  flag  and  pennants  sil  abroad,  would  have 
made  him  cast  your  parchment  from  him  with 
Boorn,  if  it  had  even  been  hinted  that  it  was 
intended  to  constitute  him  any  otber  than  a 
public  Minister  of  his  conntry,  whose  honor 
and  whose  interest  he  had  so  proudly  sustained. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  qnestion  is  not 
whether  these  oommissiocers  were  what  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  calls  public  Ministers,  hot 
whether  they  were  ofBcers  of  the  United  States ; 
for  the  President  may  not  make  an  original 
appointment  of  any  such  officers,  without  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  To  deter- 
mine this  question,  you  must  look  to  their  com- 
mission. This  70a  find  in  the  same  form  with 
every  other ;  and  if  you  will  but  consider  its 
effects  and  conseqaences,  none  can  doubt  that 
it  constituted  them  officers  of  the  Doited 
States.  Suppose  that  the  Grand  Seignior,  after 
accrediting  these  commissioners,  had.sent  them 
to  the  Seven  Towers,  must  not  everybody  ad- 
mit that  the  honor  of  this  nation  would  have 
obliged  it  to  resent  the  insult  offered  to  itself 
by  such  an  indignity  to  its  representatives,  pro- 
tected, as  they  would  have  been,  by  the  public 
law!  Or  suppose  tliat  any  of  these  commis- 
aioners  had  been  bribed,  or  had  been  guilty  of 
any  other  high  crime  aaainst  their  faith  and 
the  doty  confided  to  them.  Does  any  one 
doubt  that  they  might  have  been  impeached ) 
And  yet,  forsooth,  titej  are  not  officers  of  the 
United  States,  but  mere  secret  agents,  like  the 
bearers  of  despatches  or  newspaper^  who,  as 
we  all  know,  receive  as  little  consideration  at 
home  as  they  ere  entitled  to  expect  abroad. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  not- 
withstanding he  affirms  this  to  be  exactly  like 
the  Panama  case,  and  therefore  clear,  yet  en- 
deavors to  distinguish  it  a  little,  in  order  to 
make  it  clearer  than  that,  if  possible.  He  tells 
us  that  one  of  these  commissioners,  Mr.  Rhind, 
was  regularly  appointed  consul  at  Odessa,  by 
the  Preddent,  acting  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  t^e  Senate,  given  at  our  last  session. 


lliat  he  being  thns  an  o£Boer  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  migbt  charge  him  wiA 
whatever  instructions  might  seem  neoeetarj, 
even  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Turkey.     It  is 
so  common  in  this  country  (wbere  the  thint 
for  office  b  insatiable)  to  oontinne  the  titles  of 
Qovemors  of  States,  and  militia  officers,  to 
those  who  have  onoe  filled  eooh  plaoea,  not  only 
wherever  they  may  be,  but  bo  long  as  they  live, 
that  I  am  not  snrpriaed  the  Senator  frtMa  Maty- 
land  should  feel  disposed  to  enlarge  thia  eostom 
a  little ;  e^Moially  when  a  barren  name  may  be 
made  the  fruitful  parent  of  eo  much  executive 
power  as  he  thus  ijaima  for  it.     Henceforward, 
we  must  not  only  say,  I  eoppoae,  Uiat  oooe  ■ 
consul,  and  always  a  oonsol,  bnt,  alac^  that 
once  a  consul  anywhere,  and  always  a  ooomI 
everywhere.    Nay,  if  it  l>e  true  that  this  ooRsnl 
to  the  Russian  port  of  Ode>SBa  may,  tirM» 
officii,  be  metamorphosed  by  the  mere  instrao- 
tions  of  the  Preaiaent,  or  rather  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  into  a  negotiator  at  Constantino- 
ple of  a  treaty  with  the  Ottoman  empire,  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  find  a  limit  to  oouolor 
foncUoQS.     Thus,  that  thing  called  a  consul, 
the  lowest  in  the  diplomatic  scaler  without  pay, 
power^  or  privilege,  may  be  converted  into  the 
most  miportant  Cnnctionary  the  United  States 
can  have  abroad.    Sir,  it  would  have  been  a 
subject  worthy  of  Hogarth's  pencil,  X  imagine, 
to  have  represented  the  interview  between  Mr. 
Rhind  and  the  Reis  Effendi,  the  proud  reM»- 
sentative  of  his  haughty  sovereign,  if,  wnen 
'ih.ej  first  met  to  exehange  their  powers,  the 
"  christian  dog  "  had  presented  to  him  a  oonsu- 
lar  diploma  to  Odesaa,  aa  the  equivalent  of  his 
full  powera.    It  would  gratify  me  much  to  hear 
from  anyt>ody  what  would  have  been  the  state 
of  the  n^tiation,  i^  pettdmte  lite,  the  Rusuin 
antoorat  nad  revoked  Mr.  Rhind'a  negnotvr, 
and  so  terminated  his  f^oticms  as  consul  at 
Odessa.    But  suppose  we  might  thus  Justify  Mr. 
Rhind's  appointment,  what  is  to  be  said  for 
Biddle?    He  was  no  consul  to  Odessa,  nor  any- 
where else ;  nor  did  he  bear  any  diplomatic  su- 
tbority,  save  what  this  commission  coufeired 
upon  him.    It  is  true  that  he  bore,  and  gti- 
lantly  bore,  the  commission  of  a  post  captain  id 
the  navy  of  the  United  States ;  hot  surely  it 
will  not  be  contended  that  a  naval  or  military 
officer  may,  virtaU  officii,  be  transformed  into 
a  diplomatic  fonctionary  of  the  highest  grede, 
by  the  mere  instructions  of  a  Secretary  of  State, 
or  a  Bimple  order  of  the  President  alone.    The 
officers,  I  am  sure,  on^ht  to  object  to  this;  for 
"  -1  little  ceremony  is  neeeesary  in  the  one 

,  as  little  would  be  requisite  in  its  convetse  ; 

and  when  naval  officers  may,  by  a  word  fhm 
the  President,  or  his  Secretaries,  be  contertta 
into  public  Ministers  to  negotiate  treaties  t^ 
latter,  by  a  process  equally  summaiy,  nay  be 
Lade  the  commanders  of  oar  fleets  and  ■f'^ 
Bnt  the  President  himself  has  anawwed  tou 
argument.  He  did  not  suppose  that  '"^*™  "^ 
instructions  alone  would  anthoriae  consul^  pM' 
captcdns,  or  anybody  else,  to  make  treoaei. 
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He  knew  well  tfact  a  plenipotentiary 
wn  WIS  requisite,  and  llierefora  granted  Hieae 
"■]Mk» ytimt'"  for  tbst  Tery  purpose.  Nor 
Till  he,  I  ihoiild  think,  feel  ranoh  obliged  to 
Oa  honorablo  Senator  &om  Maryland,  for  the 
{■potation  oeeeMarilj  implied  in  this  argnment, 
tbs  mn  and  nibstanee  itf  which  is,  thot  mean- 
ing lo  ne^otiato  a  trea^  with  Tnrkey,  and  to 
oooecal  tbia  Ua  oUeot  from  the  Senate,  the 
KoUuit  nominated  to  them,  as  a  mere  consnl 
to  OdaNa,  him  whtnn  he  had  appointed  a  min- 
iaer  plenipotentiaiy  for  that  purpose. 

Hr.  President,  there  ia  one  more  argument 
whiob  I  see  I  have  to  answer,  and  then  I  will 
have  done  with  this  part  aS  the  subject.  The 
hcnwable  Senator  from  Illinois  (Mr.  Eura) 
talla  me  that  I  oome  too  late ;  that  the  Senate 
have  already  adraed  the  ratification  of  the 
tnisty ;  and,  by  so  doins,  have  approved  the 
appointuent  of  the  roimsten  who  negotiated 
Vl  Therefbre,  I  am  now  estopped  to  nrge  any 
olJMtiiM  to  theae  apurintmrata.  For  my  par- 
tieolar  emaodpalton  from  tiiis  mpposed  estop- 
pel, I  appeal  to  the  knowledge  of  all  ray  hreth- 
nsn  of  the  8en^  who  have  heard  my  prote»- 
tations,  and  witnessed  my  oontinnal  ol^m  to 
tb«  ri^t  wliioh  is  now  sought  to  be  barred  by 
this  strange  limitation.  Nor  can  I  permit  this 
affmnent,  as  anplied  to  the  Senate,  to  pass  nn- 
notJMd.  As  doctrine  it  is  not  correct,  how- 
eTer  oertain  it  may  be  as  fact. 

I  ooma  too  late.  I  stand  here  to  Tindiaat« 
tha  aanottcy  of  the  eonstitntion  which  has  been 
vidated — to  oseert  the  high  privileges  of  this 
body  which  hare  been  imrinsed  ;  and  here, 
vna.  here,  in  this  its  very  hail,  I  am  told  by 
one  of  its  honorable  members,  that  I  oome  too 
Utel  I  know  it,  sir;  I  do  come  too  late. 
"  ms  trae ;  and  pity  'tis,  'tis  true."  But  it  is 
only  trae  as  tkct,  and  not  as  doctrine.  I  can- 
not nndo  what  has  been  done,  or  prevent  the 
wound  that  has  been  already  inflicted— for 
this,  I  do  come  too  late.  But  I  do  not  oome 
too  late  to  warn  those  who  sent  me  here,  that 
tfarir  ooDstitntion  has  been  violated.  I  do  not 
come  too  tate  to  satisfy  those  with  whom  I  am 
bare  aseodated,  _  that  their  chartered  rights 
bare  been  Impaib^d.  I  do  not  come  too  late  to 
heal  tboM  wonnds  which  onght  not  to  have 
been  inBictod,  or  to  strive  to  prevent  the  repe- 
titioa  of  nich  injuries  in  fntare. 

Not  does  the  estoppel  which  has  been  relied 
upon,  ooDstitnte  eveoa  Jost  technical  objection 
to  the  assertion  of  the  hi^h  privileges  which  I 
hare  proposed  to  maintam.  There  is  no  con- 
Motion  between  the  ratification  of  a  treaty, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  persons  oommis- 
rioned  to  oegotisto  it,  except  what  concerns 
tha  foreign  State.  To  the  Grand  Seignior  we 
need  not,  we  must  not  say,  that  we  ratify  the 
treaty  eooclnded  with  him,  bnt  deny  the  an- 
tbority  of  the  persons  appointed  by  ourselves 
to  nepitiate  it  It  wonld  be  idl^  nay,  it  would 
be  bau  to  do  90 ;  for  he  would  hold  up  to  as 
Ike  **  ffall  power  "  granted  to  these  negotiators 
by  OCT  own  Ohief  Uagistrate,  imder  the  eacred 
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seal  of  our  own  nation.    This,  indeed,  we  are 

estopped  to  deny  to  him ;  nor  would  it  comport 
with  the  character  of  our  people,  to  suffer  any 
Other  earthly  sovereign  to  pass  apon  the  qaes- 
tion  reused,  as  to  its  misuse.  But  here,  at  home. 
It  seems  somewhat  paradoxical  to  say  that  we  may 
not  deny  to  onrselves  that  which  it  ia  affirmed  by 
oarselves  that  onrsolves  have  done.  This  would 
be  a  most  extraordinary  estoppel  indeed. 

Short  BE  is  our  history,  it  nevertheless  for- 
nlshes  several  examples  of  Ministers  who  have 
exceeded  their  instructions,  and  of  officers  who 
have  violated  their  orders.  Reasons  of  policy 
have  induced  the  Government  to  adopt  some 
of  these  acts,  and  to  Justify  others  to  foreign 
States.  Bat,  until  now,  it  has  never  been  sup- 
posed by  any,  that  these  reasons  of  State  policy 
were  of  saffioient  force  to  preclude  all  inquiry 
into  the  breaches  of  onr  own  laws,  much  less 
into  the  violations  of  onr  constitution  itself. 
A  treaty  is  ratified,  no  matter  ho«  or  by  whom 
ooncloded,  whenever  it  is  believed  to  be  pro- 
motive of  the  public  good.  Bnt  if  this  ratifica- 
tion necessarily  implie  a  justification  of  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  in  the  appointment 
of  the  negotiators ;  and  if  by  such  ratification 
we  are  estopped  to  deny  this,  then,  indeed,  has 
the  time  come,  when  our  opinion  of  the  general 
welfare  is  the  substitute  for  the  requirementa 
of  the  charter. 

But  how  does  this  qneation  come  before  usf 
An  amendment  to  an  appropriation  bill  is  here 
proposed,  the  object  of  which  amendment  b  to 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  more  of  the  pub- 
tic  revenue  than  was  contemplated  by  the  other 
House,  where  the  bill  originated.  If  this 
amendment  obt^n^  the  bill  so  amended  must 
be  sent  back  for  the  approval  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  When  there,  who  will  bo 
hardy  enough  to  affirm  that  these  constitutional 
guardians  of  the  money  of  the  people  are 
estopped  from  inquiring  into  the  fitness  of 
sranUnK  what  may  be  asxed,  and  of  the  mode 
m  which  the  grant  shonld  be  made  t  Such  an 
affirmation  wonld  be  carrying  the  claim  of  Ex- 
ecutive power  to  an  extent  never  before  beard 
of.  Yet  it  must  be  conceded  on  aU  hands,  that 
the  power  of  the  Senate  over  this  appropriation 
bill  is  precisely  the  same,  neither  greater  nor 
less,  than  that  of  the  other  House.  What  then 
becomes  of  thia  doctrine  of  estoppels,  urged 
npou  the  Senate  to  prevent  the  assertion  of 
their  constitutional  rights  t 

Ur.  President,  I  have  now  done  with  this 
part  of  the  subject ;  and  I  will  detain  you  but 
a  few  moments  in  examining  the  second  quea- 
tjon.  In  discuaaing  this,  I  am  obliged  to  con- 
cede, gratia  argumttUi,  that  the  President, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  might  lawfully 
have  instituted  this  mission,  by  making  these 
original  appointments.  Yet^  granting  this,  I 
nevertheless  contend  that  it  was  his  oounden 
duty  to  have  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session  tha  temporary  appointmeut  of 
these  Ministers.  I  have  not  heard  a  single 
suggestion  even  whispered  in  excuse,  much  less 
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in  Jnatifieatlloii  of  thie  omission,  except  the  fact 
Boppoeed  bj  the  honorable  Senator  from  lllinoU, 
wnioh  he  most  pardon  me  for  s&Tiii);,  whether 
it  may  be  as  snpposed  or  not,  does  not,  in  any 
way,  alter  the  ooee.  Nay,  this  solitary  arga- 
tnent  ttself  implies,  tliat  if  the  fact  be  not  as  is 
snpposed,  thb  omiBsion  has  no  defence. 

M.J  friend  from  Illinois  says,  and  aajs  very 
truly,  that  if  the  oommisaioo  granted  bv  the 
President  to  these  Ministers,  on  the  13th  day  of 
September,  1829,  was  properly  granted,  it  wonid 
have  oontinaed  in  fall  force  nntil  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  that  is  to  say, 
until  the  81et  of  Vay,  18S0 ;  and  this  without 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  He  then 
argues  that  the  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  Tth 
of  May,  1830,  wherenpon  these  Ministers  be- 
came /Uneti  officiit,  ceased  to  be  the  officers  of 
the  Government,  and  therefore  it  wonld  have 
been  quite  idle  and  nnnecessa^y  for  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  nominated  them  to  the  Senate. 

Now,  if  all  this  shaold  be  granted,  it  consti- 
tutes no  ^nstificalJon  to  the  Eieontive,  became 
it  is  obvionsly  an  afterthought  that  conld  not 
have  occurred  to  them  until  long  after  the  ses- 
non  of  the  Senate.  If  Washingten  and  Con- 
stantinople, instead  of  being  separated  as  they 
are  by  two  seas,  were  connected  by  a  railroad, 
along  which  the  conveyance  might  tie  as  rapid 
as  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  the  in- 
telligence of  any  event  occurring  in  the  Turkish 
capital,  on  the  Tth  of  May,  coald  not  be  oom- 
mnnicated  much  beyond  the  Western  islands 
by  the  81st  of  that  month.  Then  the  demand 
is  of  an  impossibility,  which  would  have  us  sap- 
pose  that  the  Eiecative  knew  of  the  conclnsion 
of  this  treaty,  and  therefore  did  not  make  the 
nominations  of  these  Ministers  to  the  Senate 
during  their  last  session.  And  the  question  is 
to  be  tried,  not  by  the  fact,  but  by  their  knowl- 
edge of  it.  I  pray  the  Senate  to  notice  the 
Tarions  and  contradictery  modes  resorted  to 
for  enlai^ng  the  power  of  the  Eieoutive.  If 
Mr.  Rhind  bad  died  on  the  7th  of  May,  and  it 
had  l>een  Jndged  expedient  te  Bll  up  the  vacancy 
happening  by  his  death,  all  agree  that  the  Pres- 
ident might  properly  have  done  so  during  the  last 
recess.  Because,  olthongh  this  event  happened, 
it  could  not  have  been  known  here  dnriog  the 
last  session  of  the  Senate.  But  if  Mr.  Ehind 
makes  a  treaty  on  the  same  day,  this  after-dis- 
covered fact,  although  equally  unknown  to  the 
President  when  the  Senate  adjourned,  is  urged 
te  Justify  him  for  not  laying  Hr.  Rhind'a  ap- 
pointment before  the  Senate  at  their  last  ses- 
sion, although  this  appointment  was  made  here 
(and  therefore  well  known)  eight  months  be- ' 
fore  that  session  terminated. 

Is  it  a  fact,  however,  that  this  treaty  was 
concluded  on  the  Tth  of  Hay  t  It  is  true  the  , 
instrument  bears  that  date ;  but  we  all  know 
that  it  could  not  have  been  then  concluded. 
Because  it  is  absolutely  certiun  that  two  of  the 
commisMoners  had  not  then  reached  Constan- 
tinople ;  and  that,  without  their  approbation, 
even  the  Turkish  Government  would  not  con- 1 
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sent  to  consider  the  prcgeot  as  a  treaty  eon- 
eluded.  When  then  was  it  ooncludedt  Cer- 
tainly not  so  late  as  the  29th  of  May.  BecaoH 
we  have  on  our  files  a  letter  of  that  date,  wnt- 
ten  by  one  of  these  coinmimioners  to  anotfaer, 
urging  many  ailments  to  induce  him  to  aga 
it.  On  the  next  day,  (the  80th,)  another  com- 
misaloner  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  uy- 
ing  that  he  had  that  day  signed  the  treaty ; 
but  there  is  no  evidence  b^ore  the  Senate, 
showing  when  it  was  signed  by  his  aaeodUM. 
however,  that  it  waa  signed  by  aO 
rs  on  or  before  the  80th  of  May. 
were  still  to  be  exchanged  be- 
fore the  'business  of  tbe  negotiation  conld  be 
concluded ;  and  we  have  the  strongest  pre- 
snmptive  evidence  that  this  was  not  dene  on 
that  day  in  the  fact  apparent  upon  our  own 
journals  that  the  8Dth  of  May  last  was  Seod^. 
Now  does  any  man  believe  that  these  misiMn 
of  a  Christian  people  wonld  have  thus  pnbliely 
profaned  the  Christi«i  sabbath  at  a  Mahometan 
conrt,  and  under  the  view  of  alt  the  Ministera 
of  the  powers  of  Christendour  there  oonvenedt 
I  do  not  put  this  even  upon  the  gronnd  of  tbeir 
Christian  faith,  bnt  opon  tbe  ground  of  national 
pride  and  national  honor,  always  involved  in 
the  conduct  of  the  nation's  Ministers.  My  life 
upon  it,  there  is  one  of  these  eommiasionen 
who  would  have  willingly  suffered  even  imp*!- 
ing  before  he  wonld  have  so  degraded  himself 
and  his  couuti7  in  the  eyes  of  all  Christendom. 
But  if  this  work  was  not  completed  on  the  SOIh 
May,  it  oonld  not  have  been  done  until  the 
Slst ;  and  on  the  morning  of  this  day  onr  jour- 
nals show  that  the  Senate  K^onmed.  Noir, 
whether  the  exchange  of  the  treaties,  (if  made 
on  that  day,)  or  the  adjoumnient  of  the  Sepate, 
took  place  first;  is  a  questioD  which  I  will  lesw 
to  be  decided  by  those  who  can  better  catenUte 
the  difference  of  longitude,  and  who  may  kno* 
more  of  the  etiquette  of  the  Turkish  conrt  than 
I  do.  This  is  done  the  mon  readily,  becamej 
am  satisfied  that  the  work  was  not  completed 
until  the  1st  of  June.  For  1  find  a  letter  of 
that  date  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  and  giving  Ih* 
first  intelligence  of  it*  oonclusion ;  and  I  tote  it 
for  granted  that  these  oommiSBionera  would  have 
lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  their  Govem- 
roent  the  consummation  of  this  tedious  iSVT. 

Let  it  be,  however,  that  the  treaty  *»**?" 
eluded  at  any  l^me  gentlemen  please.  Did  tn* 
Ministers  cease  to  be  such  the  moment^^f 
work  was  done!  Will  the " salaries " propo«w 
to  be  allowed  to  them  cease  at  that  tliMl 
Were  they  not  entitled  to  the  oommoo  pnj- 
ilege  of  a  member  of  Congress,  or  even  of  a  ^y 
neas  tundo  maneaiU)  »l  redeuado  T  I  pray,  su*! 
that  we  may  not  continne  to  perplex  onrseij" 
by  confounding  the  officer  with  his  du^^ 
These  commissioners  were  Miuisters  vewK 
they  began  to  negotiat»-they  were  10°'»f" 
throughout  the  negoUatton ;  and  Minis'*'*  ^^ 
continued  to  be,  at  least  while  they  reo»w« 
at  the  Turkbh  court,  whether  engag«  w  P*'' 
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fDmunx  Ox  qmnal  service  for  which  thej  were 
dcpouS,  or  oliierwise.  The  iramnnitieB  ood- 
femd  ncKKi  them  by  the  pnblio  law  tdlscb  not 
to  the  dutr  to  be  [Wiformed,  but  the  offlee 
(mled  bj  the  oommisBloa  for  its  performance. 
Tlu  BnLUn  would  have  oflended  just  as  mach 
•aunst  the  law,  bj  Buffering  indignit;  to  be 
Mtnd  to  aoj  of  theae  Jliiiist«rs  sAer  tbe  treaty 
WH eondiided,  as  before;  as  mmihif  tiie  nego- 
tiition  had  never  commenced,  or  been  broken 
o!^»if  ithad  oontinned.  Bnt  we  know  that 
Sw»  einnmta^onere  remained  at  Constantiniv 
^MTtunl;  until  the  Sthof  Jnne,  for  we  have 
npOD  ou  fllat  oEBcial  letters  of  that  dat«,  writ- 
tea  b;  th«ni  at  that  place.  Then  what  becomea 
olthitTiDdication,  rested  as  it  is  apon  unknown 
«TOibi,DeoiiTring  at  some  doobtM  period  oftimet 


kuated,  TBt  a  few  words  more— I  hope  they 
IMV  be  Ue  last  with  whioh  I  shall  have  ooca- 
iiwi  to  tronble  yon.    For  many  yeara  have  I 
mtctied  the  working  of  thia  Government,  and 
bn  Men  it  steadily  adrancing  to  that  oondi- 
Aa  la  wUob  ovr  most  saigacioos  Btatcamen 
ioiV  ago  predioted  it  must  one  day  come.    Oo- 
faniwul  obstrvotianB   to    its  onward   motion 
Iwra  Mtmetiinefl  cheered  me  with  the  hope  that 
tbete  ptedictiODa  would  not  be  verified.    Nor 
win  I  ew  part  with  thia  hope,  while  thb  body 
lanains  tnie  to  itwU;  aod  foitbfal  to  the  States 
irbMe  tovereignties  are  here  represented.    Bnt 
what  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  late,  is_  not  well 
calcnlatad  to  cherish  hope.    The  time  is  not 
tar  diatan^  nay,  it  is  at  hand,  when  the  the- 
oretjc  maxim  of  the  British  law  will  beoome  a 
pnoCical  mle  for  the  American  people.     The 
feigUab  jDrists  tell  as  that "  the  King  can  do  no 
wrongs    and  aoon  may  we  eipeat  to  hear  this 
fiction  of  the  British  Government  transferred 
lo  oara,  aa  a  stdemn  trath  afGrmed  of  onr  Pres- 
ident.    I  wish  we  may  be  able  to  introduce 
inth  thia  prinoiple  the  oorreotive  it  finds  in  the 
Government  from    whence   it    is   borrowed. 
There,  althoogh  the  King  ean  do  no  wrong,  his 
Miniatera  are  responsible  for  all  the  bad  advice 
Ih^  nva  him. 

In  the  ioatanoe  before  ns,  I  am  willing  to  be- 
liere  that  the  Prerident  has  not  knowingly  vio- 
Ued  the  oonstitation,  or  designed  to  impair 
the  rights  of  the  Senate,  or  desired  to  asnrp  for 
himaeEf  the  entire  and  absolate  control  over  all 
^ipointments,  althongh  each  certainly  is  the 
^ect  of  hia  acta.  In  the  mode  in  which  buai- 
BBsa  <rf  thia  kind  is  done,  as  we  all  know,  many 
NTonnutaoeea  may  hare  eiiated,  to  absolve  the 
nendeat  from  all  deragn  to  exert  any  sneh 
power  aa  has  been  here  pat  in  practitM,  in  order 
to  prodnee  such  effeota.  Dot  what  mnst  we 
aay  of  his  Hiniaters,  the  bonnden  duty  of  some 
of  whom  it  ia,  to  present  to  him  the  facts  as 
they  know  them  to  be.  Of  his  cabinet,  foar 
were  members  of  this  body  dnring  the  memor- 
able Panama  discussion.  One  of  them  (the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy)  was  the  mover  of  the 
neolntion  declaratory  of  onr  rights,  and  deny- 


ing to  the  Pseaident  the  power  then  claimed, 
and  here  eieroised.  Another  of  them  (the 
Secretary  of  State)  stood  by  my  side  in  that 
debate,  the  able  advooat«  of  those  righta,  elo- 
quently denouncing  the  oMm  of  power  then 
prrferred,  as  but  a  part  of  a  long-settled  system 
covertly  to  increase  the  influence  and  patronage 
of  the  Execntive.  And  all  four  united  with  me 
in  the  vote  given  upon  that  occasion.  Snr- 
ronnded  by  snch  advisers,  if  no  voice  was  raised 
to  admonish  him,  if  no  friendly  caution  was 
given  to  him  by  any  of  those  whose  opinion 
npop  this  snbject  was  so  well  known,  and  one 
<H  whom  had  in  his  own  office  a  foil  repreeen* 
taUon  of  all  the  facta  existing  in  the  case,  it 
oaxht  not  to  be  matter  of  much  astonishment, 
if  the  President  should  have  regarded  it  as  one 
of  common  oconrrence ;  and  uie  omission  to 
lay  the  appointments  before  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session  may  possibly  have  been  accidental. 
I  know  not  how  tnis  matter  stands ;  but  tliia  I 
know,  that  if  snob  a  representation  had  ever 
been  made  to  the  Senate,  I  shoold  never  have 
been  heard  to  censare  mere  oversights,  or  acts 
of  any  kind  anoonaciously  done.  When  honor- 
able Senators,  however,  instead  of  excusing 
seek  to  Justit^  what  baa  been  done,  and  this 
too  by  snch  arguments  as  we  have  heard, 
which,  if  sound,  most  suffice  to  perpetnate  this 
power,  the  case  assumes  a  very  different  aspect 
udeed.  TTnder  this  different  aspect,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  consider  it 

For  thns  regarding  it,  I  know  well  what  I 
am  to  enconnter.  I  have  seen  the  writing  on 
the  wall.  I  know  the  finger  by  which  it  is  in- 
scribed.    It  needs  no  Daniel  to  iat«n>ret  it. 


be  held  by  any  execntive  officer  of  this  Govern- 
ment, be  he  who  he  may.  They  who  sent 
me  here,  placed  me  as  a  warder  on  the  watch- 
tower,  to  warn  of  the  approach  of  danger.  I 
will  not  play  the  shephenl's  boy,  and  cry  ont 
when  there  is  none.  But  when  the  danger 
stands  oonfeased  before  me,  oome  it  in  what 
" qnestionable  shape"  it  may,  I  will  do  my 
duty.  That  duty  is  now  done,  air;  to  what 
end,  the  Jndgment  of  the  Senate  will  decide. 

Mr.  Kanb  replied  briefly  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  Hr.  Tazbwelu 

Mr.  WoooBUBT  next  rose,  and  obaerved,  that 
in  some  respects  hia  position  resembled  the  gen* 
tleman's  from  New  Jersey ;  bnt  in  oertain  par^ 
ticnlars  they  difTered.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  not 
spoken  at  all,  nor  votod  on  the  resolution  of 
1826,  so  aa  to  commit  himself  on  the  power  of 
the  President  to  make  known  pnblic  and  regu- 
lar diplomatic  appointments  -  without  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Bnt  on  that 
subject  he  then  formed  decisive  opinions,  which 
still  remuned  unchanged ;  and  if  that  resolu- 
tion h^  not  been  lud  upon  tlie  table,  contrary 
to  his  vote,  be  would  have  placed  those  opin- 
loQB  on  our  legislative  records.  He  should  not 
now,  for  a  moment,  hesitate  to  avow  that  those 
opinions,  so  for  as  regarded  the  conatroction  of 
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the  constitntion  on  that  point,  went  the  whole 
length  of  what  had  been  detailed  hj  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia.  On  that  point,  however 
much  thej  might  differ  on  other  points,  he 
agreed  with  hiin  throughout,  entirely. 

Ur.  'yi.  wA  he  sever  supposed  that  the  enu- 
meration of  Uiniaters,  Judges,  &&.,  in  the  cousti- 
tution  gave  power  to  appoint  any  partioular 
Sfiuister  or  judge  till  a  law  or  a  Eipecific  appro- 
priation creal^a  a  particular  office ;  and  that 
then  the  President's  power,  as  well  as  onr 
in  Bach  oases,  commenooed,  we  acting  with 
him  as  to  i^ture  Tacancies  during  the  session  of 
Congress,  and  he  acting  alone,  if  he  chooses,  as 
to  vaoanoies  dniing  our  recess,  so  as  to  appoint 
imtil  the  close  of  the  ensuing  session.  This 
was  the  fair  and  safe  construction.  Be  should 
not  now  dwell  on  the  exceptions  to  this 
general  priuciple,  nor  upon  its  varioos  limita- 
tions, Th»  hour  was  too  late,  and  the  question 
too  irrelevant  to  the  real  inquiry  now  bofore 
the  6enat«.  That  inqnlry  wa«,  in  hie  opinion, 
a  very  narrow  one.  If  the  House  wonlo  spare 
him  a  minnte  on  the  tme  question  in  Issue,  he 
would  endeavor  to  satisfy  them  that  the  diffi- 
culty was  wholly  one  of  form  rather  than  sub- 
stance, and  that  the  amendment  of  his  Mead 
from  Illinois  would,  ha  hoped,  remove  even  the 
oljection  of  form. 

What  was  the  fear  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia)  That  by  voting  for  the  present  ap- 
propriation ho  miRht  seem  to  sanction  what  in 
1826  he  and  all  of  OS,  who  then  thought  with 
him,  gloried  iu  having  disapproved.  We  all 
atill  disapprove  of  it.  But  he  (Mr,  TizKWKLi,) 
distinctly  admitted  that  a  compensation  onght 
to  be  loade  to  the  agents  to  an  extent  equiva- 
lent to  their  services,  though  their  appoint- 
ments may  have  been  irr^uW  from  mistake, 
precedent,  or  otherwise.  Trne,  he  wished  it  to 
originate  in  the  other  House,  and  to  be  included 
in  a  separate  bill.  Now,  it  was  wel]  known, 
the  treaty  was  not  ratified,  and  the  hunnasa 
concluded,  lill  after  the  appropriation  bill  was 
reported  in  the  other  House ;  and  in  such  case 
it  was  usual  to  insert  olums  here.  It  was  tiao 
proper  and  manly  on  the  part  of  tLe  Secretary 
of  State,  tiionf^  censured  for  it,  to  recommend 
the  oomptmaation  to  the  old  agents  under  the 
last  admrnistrBtion  as  well  as  to  the  new  agenta. 
What,  then,  is  the  whole  difference,  conceding, 
a  moment,  for  argument,  that  these  appoint- 
ments were  IrreguWl  Is  it  whether  yon  shall 
pay  them  in  a  separate  bill  or  in  the  general 
appiropriation  bill)  And  this  also  at  a  late 
period  la  onr  session,  when  a  separate  bill  conld 
not  nrabably  be  originated  and  passed  in  the 
TiBoal  course  of  business.  It  resolves  itself  then 
entirely  into  a  question  of  form.  Every  advan- 
tage to  be  obt^ed  by  a  separate  bUI  can  be 
seoored  here.  We  can  here,  as  in  such  a  bill, 
limit  the  sum  to  the  supposed  benefit  ^rived 
to  the  public  from  the  services  of  each  agent, 
or  leave  it  to  be  awortioned  by  the  President. 
I^  in  oar  opinion,  the  servicee  of  any  have  been 
already  amply  pdd,  or  were  useless  to  the 


oonntry,  we  can  here  ezolude  them.  But  all 
must  admit,  that,  so  far  as  the  oonntry  has 
profited  by  their  eiertiona,  so  far  they  ongbt  in 
some  way  to  be  pdd,  whether  their  appcnnt- 
ments  were  regular  or  irregular.  In  mskillg 
the  compensation,  whether  in  this  or  a  BeparaU 
bill,  we  conld  equally  avoid  the  other  difficulty 
of  using  language  calcalat«d  to  eijvew  an  opin- 
ion  on  the  irr^ularity  of  their  ^ipolntiiMiita. 
He  was  anxious  as  any  body  to  avoid  Inoonns- 
tonc^  and  to  relieve  any  gentleman  from  ttay 
set  of  words  such  as  char^ges,  ontfita,  Sea.,  whioi 
might  seem  to  imply  an  expressed  ci>inion  that 
these  agents  were  regular  charges,  oommiiBitm- 
ers,  or  any  other  class,  by  wbatArer  name,  of 
public  or  accredited  diplomatic  offioen.  (hi 
this  point  he  deemed  it  emboirasrini^  and  un* 
necessary  to  go  into  any  subtle  invwtigations. 
The  present  administration  had  only  followed 
the  steps  of  the  past  one  in  sending  agents  t* 
Constantinople.  If  a  part  of  the  Senate  deem- 
ed them  legal  and  oonstitnticaial  appointments 
of  public  regular  agents,  as  made  to  fill  vacaii' 
ciea,  they  could  vote  for  the  appropriatkiii  on 
that  groimd.  If  a  portion  deemaa  them  not 
such  appointments,  bnt  private  informal  agents^ 
equally  legal  and  equally  oonstitntimia],  they 
would  vote  for  the  appropriation  on  that 
ground,  *  If  others  deemed  them  to  belong  to 
neither  of  tiiese  classes,  they  mi^t  vote  for  it 
on  the  broad  ground  before  mentioned,  and 
which  the  Senator  from  Virginia  concedes,  that 
is,  having  reaped  advantages  IVom  their  ser- 
vices, they  are  wQling  to  bestow  on  them  a 
quid  pro  fvo,  or  a  qvantum  tntmit.  As  the 
amendment  ofibred  by  his  fiiend  on  the  ri^t, 
left  no  implication  of  a  speoiflo  opinion  on  these 
questions,  it  was  the  most  prefsnble,  and 
shonid  receive  his  support,  Jt  avoided  a  use- 
less controversy;  it  relinquished  no  power  (» 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  opened  no  door  to 
danger  or  encroaohment. 

For  himself,  he  always  believed  that  the 
Preeident  conld  appoint  secret,  informal,  diplo- 
matic agents,  without  onr  advice,  and  pay  them 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  Bj  thia  amend- 
ment, we  only  increased  that  Aind  to  meet  thia 
new  and  nnusual  burden  of  the  Turkish  nego- 
tiation by  such  agents;  and  one  which  all, 
probably,  adniitted  to  be  a  just  burden  en  the 
Treasury  in  some  shape  or  other.  Over  that 
fund,  to  its  whole  extent,  the  Freodent  alone 
eierdses  a  sound  discretion,  both  as  to  the  indi- 
viduals employed,  and  the  amount  of  their  sal- 
aries, whether  $600  or  (6,000  a  year.  Both 
Houses  of  Oongress  have  deemed  it  wise  and 
constitutional  to  place  in  his  hands,  and  his 
hands  alone,  a  power  to  appoint  and  expend  to 
that  extent-,  and  if  be  exceeds  it,  no  remnnera- 
tion  can  bo  had  without  our  subsequent  appro- 
bation. The  agents  thus  employed  have  no 
fixed  public  diplomatic  powers.  They  are  not 
impeachable  as  officers.  They  cannot  commit 
lither  House  of  Congress  without  onr  snbee< 
quent  assent  They  can  make  no  treaties  with- 
out OUT  sabseqnent  ooosent.    It  b  the  Fran* 
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bit  tnd  8«iuto  who  moke  treaties,  who  give 
thna  Tsliditj,  and  not  the  draaghtemeo,  or 
■gnera,  whether  the;  be  regalar  or  irregnlttr 
■gents.  No  danger  coold  accme  from  this 
Tiew  of  ExecDtLve  powers.  The  doings  of 
■grata,  ifipointed  withont  our  advice,  in  mak- 
ing tTMtiee,  whether  in  the  seraioa  or  daring 
the  raoen  of  Oongreag,  may  or  toaj  not  be  ap- 
pvTed  b;  ns  in  the  ratification,  and  ma;  or 
na!j  not  be  approved  by  the  two  Hoosee  of 
OoDgreu  in.  enbBeqoent  appropriatJonB  to  cair; 
the  trtotks  into  eSect.  In  the  case  of  the 
Elnida  treat;,  made  b;  Mr.  Adama,  withoat 
fata  MMiiMticai  being  Hubmitted  to  the  Senate, 
we  Dot  on]  J  approved  the  treaty,  but  Congress 
afterwards  ap^mpriatAd  five  millions  to  corr; 
it  into  «ffeetL  The  late  AoBtrian  treaty  was 
made  in  the  aame  way  by  the  present  Secretary 
bS  Sate;  and,  if  either  of  the  agents  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Slates  had  a  commission 
onder  tb«  broad  seal  or  the  narrow  seaL  they 
bad  it  withoat  consnlting  the  Senate.  It  was 
not  intended,  any  more  than  in  tliis  ease,  to 
g^  Ibem  tlie  character  of  public  diplomatic 
oSoen,  bnt  of  mere  temporary  agents  witL 
•pedal  powera.  Their  additional  pay,  like- 
vise,  if  they  had  any,  was  either  frum  the  se- 
ceet  or  from  the  contingent  funds. 

He  differed,  however,  from  his  friends  who 
had  spiAeii  on  the  same  side,  as  to  the  impera- 
tive  effect  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by 
a^  u  iinpoaing  an  obligation  to  pay  the  agents 
at  tU  eventa.  We  ratified  the  treaty  because 
we  deemed  it  beneficial :  certainly  that  was  his 
opinioo.  Bat  \b»  agents,  or  some  of  them, 
■Digbt  appear  to  ns  to  have  been  so  little  aaefol 
in  the  negotiation,  as  to  jastify  no  oompensation 
OB  the  ground  of  a  ftontum  ttteruit.  When 
the  Prendent  employed  and  paid  them  ont  of 
the  contingent  fnnd,  he  alone  exercised  a  dis- 
er(4iou  on  Uiia,  and  went  into  those  considera- 
tjona,  onleoa  he  had  before  made  with  them 
ffta&a  ooalracta  as  ta  the  amount  of  their 
wmpenaation.  Bat,  when  we  were  called  on 
tospwopriat«  anew,  and  in  a  specific' or  gen- 
ersl  fCHm,  for  this  object,  we  had  the  power  to 
iffii  any  reasonable  limits  to  that  apprcpria- 
tioD.  Here  we  proposed  to  add  to  the  general 
sntii^^t  fund  only  fifteen  thonsaiid  dollars, 
leaving  tfae  President,  within  that  snm,  to  ei- 
erciae  his  own  discretion,  uid  make  RQch  dis- 
oiminationa  as  jostice  reqaired, 

ViDxvsDAT,  February  28. 
TKe  Twriiih  Commimon. 

The  Benate  havine  again  resumed  the  consid- 
cra^D  of  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  gen- 
tral  appropriation  bill  by  Mr.  Tazbwill, 

Mr.  Livixosroir  said;  A  Jnst  diffidence  of 
my  power  to  impress  upon  others  the  force  of 
tcnaiderationa  which  gnide  me  in  forming  my 
oira  opinion,  has  generally  induced  me  to  be 
■ilent,  when  in  any  debate  others  had  expreaaed 
the  reasons  which  were  to  govern  my  vote. 
Uy  rising  to  address  yon  now,  Mr.  President, 


is  no  departure  from  this  rule.  Dissenting  M 
every  particnlar  from  the  doctrines  on  which  s 
most  grave  accusation  has  been  made;  feeling 
it  a  duty  to  refute  that  acoasatidn,  on  grounds 
and  for  reasons  which  have  not  been  expressed 
by  others,  I  mnst  reluctantly  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  while  I  endeavor  to  perform  this 
duty. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has^  in  tha 
most  nnqualifled  terms,  characterized  this  whol« 
transaction,  from  its  very  outset  to  its  concln* 
sion,  as  a  lawless,  nnconstitational  nsarpation 
of  power  on  the  part  of  the  President ;  and  tho 
acquiescence  in  it  which  he  says  will  be  in- 
volved in  onr  adoption  of  the  amendment,  a 
participation  in  the  acts  thus  denounced,  aegra-^ 
vated  oy  a  base  surrender  of  rights,  which  are 
vested  in  ua  by  the  constitntion,  I  repeat,  sir, 
literally,  the  charge.  He  hss  added,  that  it  is 
gross,  palpable,  to  be  Justified  by  no  conatrnc- 
tion  of  the  tener  of  the  conatitution,  nor  ex- 
cused by  its  spirit ;  that  with  respect  to  the 
Pre«dent,  the  act  is  done,  the  sacrifice  is  con- 
snmmated ;  bnt  that,  on  our  parts,  we  may  yet 
avoid  the  sacrilegiona  guilt  of  violating  the 
constitution,  by  voting  with  him  for  striking 
ont  the  appropriation.  We  have  yet  this  re- 
source. Bat,  in  a  tone  at  once  admonitory  and 
menacing,  we  are  told  that  there  is  no  other 
escape ;  we  atond  on  the  brink,  another  step, 


e  lost,  engnlfed,  with  the  President 
'n  the  same  abyss  of  political 


and  his  advisers,  ii 
profiigacy  and  mil 

Sir,  I  wish  for  no  escape.  If  I  desired  one,  I 
coold  find  it  behind  the  reasoning  of  the  Sen- 
ator himself.  He  moves  to  strike  ont  the  u>- 
propriation,  beoanae  it  provides  for  an  outfit, 
and  becanse  it  calls  those  who  made  the  treat; 
commisdoners.  Yet  be  ia  willing  to  pay  the 
whole  sum — ay  I  and  a  much  greater,  as  much 
as  any  member  may  deem  a  sufficient  remnner- 
ation;  he  will  be  not  only  Just  but  generous. 
Why  wiU  he  do  this  I  Why,  as  a  guardian  of 
the  public  treasure  as  well  as  of  the  constitn- 
tion— why  will  he  open  it  to  these  persons! 
Undoubtedly  becanse  he  thinks  they  have  ren- 
dered a  service ;  but  in  what  manner  I  in  what 
opacity!  Clearly,  in  no  other  than  that  of 
making  a  treaty,  and  as  conunisuoners.  Then, 
I  ask,  air,  ia  he  not  willing  to  sacrifice  the  snt>- 
stance  for  the  form  ?  Would  not  a  provision 
for  this  payment,  in  any  manner  that  yon  could 
give  it,  sanction  the  service  by  which  it  was 
earned t  Bnt  the  "rose"  which,  in  another 
part  of  the  gentleman's  argument,  he  said 
would  "  smell  as  sweet  by  any  other  nune," 
here  loses  its  fragrance.  Change  its  denomina- 
tion, call  it  compensation  for  services,  and  its 
perfume  is  delicious;  alter  the  name  to  ont£t 
and  salary,  its  odor  is  inanpportable,  and  taints 
the  very  ur ;  every  constitutional  nerve  of  the 
Senator  is  shoeked  by  It.  Now,  sir,  if  1  wish 
to  escape  the  question,  if  I  thought  the  denun- 
ciation well  supported,  I  might,  as  I  said,  adopt 
this  reasoning,  and,  by  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment offered  Dy  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr. 
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Easb,)  which  avoids  the  ob'ectionable  terms, 
leave  it  In  donbt  whether  I  did  not  assent  to 
the  doctrina  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
But,  rir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  avail  mjself  of 
faoh  a  sabterfnge.  Whenever  I  have  formed  an 
opinion,  and  am  properly  called  od  bj  mj  duty 
to  ezpresa  it,  I  will  do  it  fearlegsly,  independ- 
ently, as  becomes  a  member  of  this  angast, 
body,  frankly  to  my  fellow-Senators,  explicitly 
to  the  nation ;  bn^  at  the  same  time,  with  a 
proper  deference  and  re§pect  for  the  opinions 
of  those  with  whom  I  have  the  misfortnoe  to 
'  difibr.  In  thia  epirit,  sir,  I  will  proceed  to  di»- 
enm  the  serions  qneetions  that  have  been  raised 
by  the  Senator  n'om  Virginia,  and  to  repel,  as 
beet  I  may,  the  charge  of  violating  the  coasti- 
tntion,  and  Borrendering  the  rights  of  tha  body 
to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong. 

I  do  not,  myself  deal  in  professions  of  at- 
tachment to  the  constitntioit — when  made  by 
Others,  I  believe  them,  onlees  their  condnot  or 
oharacter,  has  eiven  me  reason  to  donbt  their 
dnoerity.  In  the  case  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, no  one  who  knows  him  can  have  mch  a 
doubt ;  bnt  whilst  the  fiillest  confidence  is  felt 
that  he  is  persnaded  of  the  trath  of  all  he  ut- 
ters, and  while  be  is  convinced,  that  the  con- 
struction he  puts  on  the  constitution  is  the  true 
one ;  while  he  believes  that  those  who  think 
differently  are  in  the  wrong,  might  not  a  slight 
enspicion  Uiat  he  himself  is  deceived ;  thatttis 
Judgment,  strong  as  it  naturally  is,  and  invig- 
orated as  it  has  bees  by  atndy  and  reflection, 
that  even  snch  a  Judgment  might  sometimes 
err  1  and  woold  not  tnis  reflection,  had  it  oc- 
cnrred,  have  led  him  to  think  that  this  might 
be  one  of  those  rare  occasions,  and  have  m- 
dnoed  him  to  qnalify  by  some  expreeuon  of  a 
possibility  that  his  reasoning  might  be  ill- 
foDnded,  the  sweeping  eliargee  of  nsarpation, 
and  lawless  and  Qnconstitntional  acts  by  the 
President,  of  dereliction  of  duty  in  those  who 
support  themt  and  would  not  that  reQection 
also  have  inclined  him  to  avoid  asserting  that 
these  violations  were  gross,  open,  palpable,  snch 
as  tlie  plainest  understanding  most  perceive — 
thus  leaving  to  those  who  cannot  read  the  oon- 
■titotion  as  he  does,  not  even  the  excuse  of  error 
and  ignorance  to  cover  their  aberrations!  Sir, 
this  charge  goes  ont  to  the  nation,  to  the  world, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Senator's  name — it 
has  already  gone  forth ;  party  spirit  has  already 
•eiiedit;  detraction  has  repeated  it ;  simple  ore- 
dnlity  may  believe  it ;  and  the  nation  is  given  to 
miderstand  that  its  first  ntagtstrate  has  delilier- 
atriy  oommitted  an  open  violation  of  the  constitu- 
titm  and  his  dnty,  or,  as  was  insinuated,  has  been 
IgDorantly  made  the  instrument  of  others  in  its 
performance  ■  and  that  this  body,  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  is  ready,  uiUess  they  listen 
to  the  warning  voice  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, to  aid  in  the  parricidal  act.  Now,  sir, 
how  if  this  choTtte  should  be  unsupported? 
How  if  it  shoidd  tie  void  of  the  slighest  fonn- 
dation  t  How  if  the  letter  of  the  constitntion, 
SB  well  as  ita  spirit,  should  sanotion  tike  repro- 


bated act )    How  if  it  Bhoald  be  proved  to  bavs 
been  the  nniform  course  at  the  Govemment 
from  its  institution,  pnrBiiod  by  the  practice  of 
Washington,   Jefferson,    Adams,    Monroe,   by 
every  President  of  every  party ;  eanctioved  by 
every  Senate,  nnimpeaiohed  by  any  House  «n 
Kqiresentativee — caUed  in  qnestlon  by  no  vigi- 
lant guardian  of  llie  conalatation  nntil  tht  pres- 
ent day!     How  then  t      What  then  will  this 
nation,  the  intelligent  nation  to  whom  thig 
charge  is  made,  what  will  tliey  think — whit 
will  be  their  verdict)    To  them,  wr,  I  ^peal; 
to  their  sentence  I  am  willing  to  submit.    Bir, 
I  do  not  arrogate  to  myself  to  be  one  of  the 
chosen  few  to  whose  charge  the  defence  of  tin 
constitution  is  committed ;    or  that  my  oca- 
struotion  of  that  instrument  is  the  onlj  ortbo* 
doi  ^th.    All  those  who  snrronnd  wo,  hare 
an  equal  dnty  to  perform  in  -this  respect;  sll 
of  them  are,  no  donbt,  equally  willing,  and 
most  of  them  more  able,  to  perform  it  than  my- 
self; but,  while  I  yield  to  toeir  equal  right  and 
superior  ability,  I  mnst  reaist  the  cl^m  any  one 
may  set  up,  either  directly  or  by  implicalioD, 
to  the  title  of  ezcluslve  d^ender  of  the  consti- 
tution.   I  have  said  that  I  do  not  deal  in  jmv- 
fesdons;  bnt  when  the  measarea  my  sense  of 
duty  obliges  me  to  support,  are  stigmatiaed  by 
the  terms  we  have  jnat  famrd,  I  mnst  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  I  yield  to  no  man  in  attach- 
ment to  the  charter  of  onr  fnndamental  law^ 
to  the  TTnion  of  which  it  is  the  l>ODd,  and  to 
those  rights  of  its  sefiaratB  raembera,  which  ars 
not  surrendered  by  it  to  the  National  OoverD- 
ment.     I  am  old  enough  to  have  watched  ths 
progress  of  its  formation,  to  have  witneased  the 
first  moments  of  its  ezistenoe,  and  was  one  a 
those  who  billed  its  first  nppeuance  aa  the 
harbinger  of  that  prosperity-  which  it  hts  M 
glorioiwly  realized.    I  saw  it,  air,  in  its  cradte 
marked  its  pr<^ress  'with  no  inattentive  eye ; 
and  the  first  period  of  my  political  lift  was  em- 
ployed in  resisting  inroads  which  &l>e  coo- 
stroctions,  in  high  partif  times,  made  on  Its 
provisions.    I  belonged,  and  faltfafdlly  adhered, 
to  the  party  which  oppoaed  (for  a  periodnn- 
snoceBsfnlly)  acts  whic^  we  thought  infr»cti<»* 
of  that  instrument.    My  profoeuon  of  faith  bai 
not  heretofore,  and  is  not  now,  aJtered--* 
never  will  be.    But  that  ttHh  does  not  oblige 
me  to  array  myself  with  any  one,  whatever 
may  be  my  opinion  of  his  patriotism  and  seal 
in  opposition  to  the  exercise  of  a  power  that  1 
think  is  fairly  conferred  by  the  constitntioa  to 
one  branch  of  the  Government,  or  contend  for 
it  in  favor  of  another  not  entitled  to  it,  though 
I  should  myself  be  a  member  of  that  latcer 
branch. 

What  ar»  the  foots  which  have  created  thu 
sudden  explosion?  The  rapid  growth  of  v» 
Bnsaian  establUbments  on  the  Black  Sea,  aw 
the  consequent  increase  of  commerce  ia  that 
quarter,  had  for  some  years  past  made  "J  ^' 
rangement  desirable  with  the  Sultan,  who  d«M 
the  keys  of  the  narrow  inlet,  through  whiw 
alone  an  Nitronce  into  this  sea  conld  bs  baa 
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Tbe  iminediste  predeoenor  of  the  present  Obief 
Itapatnte  had  appointed  euooesaiTelj'  the  two 
HMUDuderg  of  oar  wiiiadron  in  the  Med  iter' 
noeiii,  Ugetber  with  Mr.  Offlejr,  our  coobuI  ti 
BmjriM,  oonuniHaionerH  to  effect  this  object. 
Ttaejr  «ere  fnrDiahed  with  fall  powers,  conunis- 
doned  nader  tha  great  seal,  ud  instnicted  to 
nttksia  tr«at7  to  seonre  this  ottjeot.  This  was 
deaigaed  to  be  •  secret  misuon ;  it  was  never 
commuucated  to  the  Senate,  nor  wna  the  ap- 
pointmetit  of  the  oommiui oners  Bobmitted  to 
tbem  tor  eonSnnatiou:  however,  from  some 
MOM,  uA  perfeetl;  oodeFstood,  but,  as  man; 
Miere^  from  too  great  pnblioitf  ^ven  to  the 
■daooo,  it  totally  failed ;  and  thU  fulare  be- 
oane  known  eoon  after  Mr.  Adams  went  out  of 
tffiee.  The  object  increauog  every  day  in  im- 
poftane^  it  rerr  early  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  jnaent  administration ;  ead  to  avoid  the 
Interfereooe  of  other  nations,  and  better  to  se- 
rare  the  SMreoy  of  the  operatdon,  Mr.  Rhind 
waa  appdnted  oonsol  to  Odessa,  but  was  fur- 
ushea  vitb  foil  powera,  directed  jointly  and 
asrerally  to  him^  Oommodore  Bidcue,  and  Mr. 
Offl^ ;  he  was  direot«d,  under  the  cover  of  bis 
ODOsnlar  qipointmmt,  to  proceed  to  ConstaDti- 
Bople,  and  there  negotiate  tbr  the  free  ootranoe 
Wo  the  Black  Bea ;.  he  went  there,  his  object 
was  not  Miapeeted,  and  on  the  Tth-Ka;  last 
be  eonolndea  a  treaty,  which  was  signed  by 
Heon.  Offley  and  Biddle,  they  having  arrived 
in  tbe  interral,  on  the  day  before  the  a^jonm- 
tnent  of  the  Senate  at  its  last  session.  This  last 
«Mnmission,  like  the  preceding  a[q>ointment8, 
by  Jfr.  Adwtto,  was  made  in  the  reeess  of  the 
fiutatfl ;  and,  as  had  been  the  case  in  these  in- 
ataooM,  the  namea  of  the  commitsioiters  were 
not  rabmitted  to  the  Sebat«  fbr  conflrmstion. 
These  are  the  &ota,  and  on  them  is  founded 
the  aocnsatioii  we  have  heard. 

liSt  OS  remember  that  this  is  not  a  question 
whidi  concerns  the  infringement  of  any  State 
light,  that  it  is  not  one  of  reserved  or  ooneeded 
-powers,  bat  merely  regards  the  mode  of  eier- 
diing  one  oonfeseedly  given  to  the'Oeneral 
Qoremment — that  of  ' 
aU  tbe  Stataa  with  i 

I  will  examine,  in  orJer,  the  positions  on 
which  these  Bnions  charj^  are  founded.  The 
first  of  them  (altliongh  t  do  not  think  it  ap- 
pUoable  to  tbe  presrat  case)  is,  that  tbe  Presi- 
dent has  no  power  to  appoint  a  pablio  Minister 
dniing  the  recess  of  the  Beoate,  to  any  ^wer 
where  no  sach  Minister  had  previoosly  existed ; 
<v  even  if  snch  mission  bad  previously  existed, 
■nlMs  the  TMianoy  occurred  after  the  adjoum- 
isent  of  thq  Senate,    To  this  position  I  accede 

in  none  of  its  parts.    Bat  if  I  should 

this  enkjeet,  I  hope  to  show  that  the  eet 
ment  of  this  eonatraotton  will  not  jnstify  the 
durge  that  Is  founded  upon  it. 

I  oonstme  tbe  oonstitotion  aa  I  wonld  any 
ether  written  instmment,  by  ite  words,  where 
thc7  are  explidt — where  there  is  doubt,  by  tiie 
tOBtext — by  the  ntain  ol^eot  of  its  framers,  by 
a  Tlew  of  tiie  evils  it  waa  intended  to  remedy, 


(  treating  in  the  name  of 


the  circumstanoes  nuder  which  it  was  made,  and 
the  contemporsneons  construction  and  uniform 
practice  under  it.  To  adhere  to  its  letter,  with- 
out these  Bids,  would  sontetimeg  defeat  the 
powers  avidently  intended  to  be  veeted  by  it — 
sometimes  give  it  greater  than  were  contem. 
plated.  For  instance,  the  President  is  directed 
to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
out«d."  Take  this  literally,  without  any  aid 
from  the  rales  of  construction  I  have  lud  down, 
and  you  give  him  all  power  but  that  of  le^la- 
tioo.  In  the  article  next  preceding,  it  is  raid 
that  "  no  Bbate  shall  enter  into  any  compact  or 
agreement  with  another  State,  without  the  con- 
sent of  Congress."  A  Iit«ra]  construction  of 
which  would  prevent  a  settlement  of  disputed 
boundaries:  or  aoy  other  arrangement  which 
latual  ac«emmodation,  for  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  deeds,  the  arrest  of  fugitives,  or  similar 
objects,  might  require.  Let  ua  examine  the 
position  by  these  rules. 
The  constitntjon  directa  that  "  the  President 
all  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  tbe  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  ambaaaa- 
dors,  other  public  ministers  and  consnls,  judges  ' 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of 
the  United  States,  whose  appointment  is  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  fur,  and  which  shall 
be  established  by  law."  It  jthen  gives  power 
to  OongTMS  to  vest  the  appointment  of  ench 
inferior  officers  as  tbey  think  proper,  in  the 
President  alone.  Here  the  appomtiog  power  is 
complete.  But  as  this  power  was  to  be  eser- 
oised  by  the  President,  subject  to  the  approba- 
tion of  tiie  Senate,  and  as  the  sesaioua  of  that 
body  were  not  permanent,  it  was  foreseen  that 
great  iuconvemenoe  would  result  if  all  vacan- 
cies were  to  remain  open  doriug  the  recess. 
What  was  the  natural  remedy!  To  give  the 
temporary  appointment  lo  the  President,  sub- 
ject in  the  usual  manner  to  the  confirmation  of 
the  Senate,  when  it  should  meet  And  to 
afford  them  time  for  deliberation,  the  duration 
of  the  temporary  appointment  was  extended  to 
tbe  end  of  their  session.  The  evU  to  be  rem- 
edied by  this  proviso  was  the  vacancy  of  an 
office  occurring  at  a  time  when  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  I^^dent  to  submit  a  nomination  to 
the  Benat«.  8ucb  wonld  be  the  case  of  an 
officer  dying  during  the  recess,  or  reMguing  on 
the  day  of  onr  a^ournmeot ;  or  of  a  Minister 
dying  in  a  distant  country  at  a  time  during  tbe 
session  when  it  would  be  impossible  to  know 
the  event  before  the  adjournment.  If,  in  these 
two  last  cases,  the  office  were  to  remain  vacant 
until  the  meeting  of  Congress,  tlie  remedy  in 
the  proviso  would  not  be  commensurate  to  the 
evil  it  was  intended  to  avoid.  There  would 
be  vacancies  when  it  was  the  evident  intention 
of  the  instrumeut  there  shonld  be  none.  I 
must  not  be  understood  as  saying  that  an  in- 
convenience attending  any  oonstructiou  is  suf- 
ficient to  show  it  to  be  false,  or  that  to  be  tbe 
true  reading  which  avoids  it.  Where  the 
words  are  express — where  the  intention  is  evi- 
dent,   however   inconvenient,   they  most   be 
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obered.  But,  where  the  worda  will  admit  of 
BD  mterpretatioa  which  avoids  such  an  evil  as 
mnst  h&ve  been  foreseen,  and  cannot  be  enp- 
posed  to  be  left  nnprovidod  for,  there  the  roles 
of  oonstmotion  to  which  I  advert  will  applj. 
Before  we  conmder  the  words  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  let  US  see  the  conaequences  that  woald  ra- 
aolt  from  an  adherence  to  what  is  perhaps  their 
Uteral  meaning.  The  collector  of  the  port  of 
New  York  dies  on  the  day  before  the  aajonm- 
menL  The  vacaocj  bannot  be  filled  until  the 
Deomiber  fbllowug.  The  collection  of  one- 
third  of  the  revenne  of  the  United  States  miut 
be  left  in  irresponaible  hands.  The  commander 
of  a  military  district  in  time  of  war  dies — his 
loss  cannot  be  supplied — the  most  important 
operations  on  whioli  the  safety  of  the  oonntry 
depends  must  be  stopped.  In  the  distant  oper- 
ations of  yonr  navy,  the  same  or  a  greater  risk 
and  inoonvenience  occurs.  At  the  moment  of 
COD  eluding  a  commercial  arrangement,  by 
which  immense  advantages  are  to  be  secured, 
or  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  is  to  save  the  oonn- 
try  perhaps  from  devastation,  yonr  plenipoten- 
tiary diea  during  the  seesion  of  Oongress,  bnt 
before  the  Freudeot  is  apprised  of  iL    He 


h^pened  during  the  sesnon,  not  in  the  reoeee. 
The  President  who  should  preaume  to  remedy 
these  evils,  would  be  guilty  of  a  "  lawless  nsnrp- 
ation  of  nocoDatitntjonal  power."  And  the 
sealons  gnaidians  of  onr  rights  on  this  floor 
would  denonnoe  all  those  who  might . 
to  t^ink  difibrantly,  as  men  ready  to  lay  the 
rights  of  the  body  to  which  they  belong  at  the 
feet  of  Executive  power.  These,  rar,  and  a 
hundred  other  inconvenienoes  which  might  be 
stated,  and  not  only  possible,  bat  probable,  but 
certain  and  inevitable,  and  must  occnr  daring 
the  long  series  of  agea  in  which  it  is  onr  unan- 
imous prayer  that  onr  constitution  may  live. 
Are  they  not  great)  Must  they  not  have  been 
foreseen?  Could  they  have  eaoaped  the  wis- 
dom and  deep  foresight  of  the  sages  who  Aramed 
the  oonstitntion  ?  Have  they  not  provided  for 
them !  My  belief  is  that  they  have,  by  the 
section  in  question.  The  President  by  it  is 
ant^rizedto"flUnpBllvacanoiesthat  may  hap- 
pen during  the  recces  of  the  Senate."  Now 
take  this  literally,  and  he  may  fill  up  vacancies 
in  the  Senate  itself — and  it  appears,  from  the 
Federalist,  that  this  was  onGe  seriously  oon- 
tended  for.  Bat  this  cannot  be  the  true  con- 
struction, thongh  no  one  can  deny  that  it  is  the 
literal  one.  Why)  Becanse  it  was  evidently 
the  intention  of  this  section  to  limit  it  to  the 
case  of  officers.  There  are,  then,  reasons 
which  justify  a  departure  from  the  literal 
meaning  of  ue  sectton  in  this  instance.  Are 
there  none  in  the  case  before  us!  I  think  they 
have  been  already  sufficiently  pointed  out. 
Another,  perhaps,  of  some,  though  I  do  not 
tUnk  of  conclusive  weight  i^  that  the  omission 


of  a  ootoma,  which  was  probably  inserted  in 
the  draught  after  the  woi^  h^>pen,  may  bsvtt 
^ven  rise  to  all  the  ambiguity  in  the  pbrm*. 
,n  that  case,  the  period  described,  that  isi,  the 
reoeas  of  the  Benate,  would  relate  to  tlie  aofe- 
oedent  power  of  filling  the  vacancy,  not  to  tfa« 
oocnrrence  of  the  event  by  which  it  ivaa  «r*- 
ated.  My  exposition  of  this  clanae^  tbetoforc, 
i^  that  it  permita  the  President  to  fill  nil  va- 
canoies  in  any  of  the  eDnmerat«d  offices, 
whether  they  occnr  during  the  reoeas,  or  wtn 
during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  if  the  vmotaitrT 
was  not  koown  to  him,  or  could  not  be  aappHod 
during  the  session ;  but  that  he  would  be  gniltj 
of  a  breach  of  duty  if  he  appointed  theta  dnriog' 
the  seesion,  and  did  not  send  In  the  nomioatioD 
to  the  Benate. 

It  was  said  on  this  solQect,  thst  no  PreNd«at 
had  ever  dared  to  flU  np  an  original  vacsa^  te 
an  office  after  the  end  o(  the  session  in  wniob 
the  law  which  created  the  office  had  passed. 
Whether  it  was  the  want  of  courage,  or  of  in- 
clination, that  prevented  the  pcrformanoe  of  aa 
improper  act,  I  cannot  say.  Bot  as  it  is  admit- 
ted that  the  act  was  not  donc^  perhaps  it  might 
be  quite  proper  to  attribnte  it  to  the  latter 
cause.  But  the  fact,  if  it  be  one,  strongly  ex- 
emplifiea  my  ooDstmotJoa.  Any  offloe,  first 
crMLted  by  law,  must  be  vacant  at  the  moment 
the  law  is  qiproved  by  the  President.  That 
must  necessarily  be  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate.  He  is,  therefore,  bound  to  fill  it ;  be- 
canse the  vacancy  not  only  hmnens  dnring  Uie 
BesBion,  but  it  also  comes  to  his  knowledge  at 
that  period.  Bnt  suppose  a  law  to  be  paaeed, 
requiring  the  appointment  ot  certain  <^oers, 
which  is  not  to  take  effect  until  a  distant  pe- 
riod, or  that  is  dependent  on  an  uacert^  evenly 
and  at  that  time  the  Benate  should  not  be  in 
sesBon,  con  it  be  doubted  that  the  Freeid«it 
would  be  authorised  to  make  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment to  fill  such  ori^nal  vacancy  t  If  be 
could,  by  what  authority  t  N ot  the  law  sarely ; 
for  that  cannot  ^ter  a  constitutional  right  of 
the  Senate,  nnleaa  the  office  be  an  Inferior  on«, 
and  tiie  right  to  fill  it  withont  the  ooncnrrence 
of  the  Senate  be  expressly  given  by  the  law  :  it 
mnst  be  then  by  the  liberal  oonstruotion  of  the 
section,  which  I  contend  is  the  true  conatmo- 
tion.  On  which  subject,  sir,  p^roit  me  to  state 
a  manifest  difference  in  the  rulee  for  iDlerpret- 
ing  the  constitution.  When  the  question  is, 
whether  a  certain  power  is  granted  by  it  to  the 
General  Government,  or  reserved  to  the  States 
— ui  that  case,  whenever  there  is  reasonable 
doubt,  the  power  ought  not  to  be  exerdsed. 
Bnt  where  the  States  have  oonfeseedly  parted 
with,  and  do  not  claim  the  power — where  it  is 
plainly  their  object  and  their  interest  tiiat  it 
should  be  exercised  by  the  fMeral  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Mily  qneetion  is,  by  what  branch, 
and  in  what  manner — then  the  tme'mle  of  in- 
tarprctaticm  is  that  which  will  give  effect  to 
the  power,  rather  than  that  which  would  de- 
stroy it.  In  the  case  of  interfering  d^ma  b«- 
tween  the  States  individtudly  and  tbeir  fedwal 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  CONQRESS. 

PoMUT,  ISSL,]      nMA  Ommimm—PBuitr  afAi  fVNidMf  to  Origmait  MimiaiU, 


[SSMTK, 


bMd,  the  mind  mtut  be  convinced  ifaat  the 
poTor  in  qneiticHi  was  intended  to  be  granted, 
Mfin  it  can  ooma  to  the  oondnnon  that  it  be- 
longa  to  tiie  General  Government.  Where 
then  ii  donb^  there  can  be  no  «ngh  oonolaaion, 
ThmAre,  tlie  power  mnit  reat  a*  it  was— that 
i%  vith  Uie  State  OoremmenL  But  in  the 
qMAi*i,  how  «  power  confeaBedly  granted  ii 
to  be  exertnaed — then  sooh  abaolnte  oertaintj 
Ii  Mt  leqnind.  The  flrat  dntj  of  the  ezpoiitor 
ia  to  adt^it  aome  oonclnwxi  that  will  give  ef- 
iMt  to  the  dedared  and  aonfe«*ed  grant  of 
peww.  And  although  there  m^  be  donbta  as 
te  thaageaer  hj  whuh  the  intent  ie  to  be  exe- 
ooled,  7et  thej  mart  be  weighed,  and  the  de- 
tiaim  made  aeoording  to  the  preponderanee  of 
the  raason*  in  favor  of  either  of  the  depart- 
ncBti  riMTwng  it.  Thni,  in  the  preeent  in- 
Aanee,  it  U  the  sitdenied  and  esproaa  intent  of 
fee  eomtitntioB  that  offioea  ahonld  befiUed  by 
tbe  Frcddeot,  with  tito  advice  and  oonaent  of 
the  Seaate  when  Utej  were  in  leaaion,  and  hj 
S  toMporarT  ^p^ntment  in  the  receae.  Hie 
evident  mtent,  then,  ia  that  there  idiall  be  no 
vacaney.  The  words,  however,  give  rise  to 
two  ooiHtractioniL  Bj  tiie  one,  this  evident 
intent  will  be  carried  into  effect.  Bj  adoptias 
i^  there  will  be  no  vaeanoj  for  a  longer  period 
than  elapeea  before  it  oomes  to  the  knowledge 
of  tbe  Prudent.  Bj  the  Other,  in  manr  most 
important  oaaes  this  intent  will  be  defeated ; 
tbe  office  moat  remun  vacant  for  the  incon- 
▼enien^  and  lometimes  ezoeedinglj  i^jarioaB 
peded  >^  «ght  or  nine  months.  Whidi  of  these 
eonttroetiimB  are  we  to  adopt  t  I  shonld  in- 
eliae  to  think  the  former  would  not  oiilj  be  the 
bett  bti  the  lafeet:  fcv  not  a  nn^e  inoon- 
venienoa,  that  I  have  been  able  to  diseover,  or 
thit  has  been  eoggeeted,  will  attend  the  sp- 
pointment  to  fill  a  vaoano?  vbiah  ocenrs  dar- 
ing the  MMion,  bnt  which  is  onknowa  to  tlie 
PModenl  until  the  reoeas— not  a  sin^e  incon- 
vwieoee  that  will  sot  oooor  if  the  vacancy 
happens  in  (be  leoesa :  while  the  neoesrity  for 
lilhag  it  is  i^aaUj  evident  in  both  case*.  Gen- 
tleoHii,  £»  whoee  Jodgroeat  I  have  the  highest 
rcneet,  I  know,  differ  £n»n  me  on  this  point ; 
ud  it  ia  probable  they  maj  be  right.  I  express 
nj  opiuoB  mtnUj  because  the  oooasion  oallH 
for  i^  and  mj  oonetitnenta  and  the  pablio  have 
a  right,  in  the  station  I  ooonpy,  to  nnderstand 
it.  Bot  althoagh  it  lies  at  tlie  bottom  of  the 
ugDment  which  has  been  need  b;  the  Senator 
fma  Virginia,  I  do  not  think,  as  I  hope  to 
Adw,  tl)at  It  is  the  point  on  which  the  present 
qoettiaD  ia  to  be  dedded. 

The  reasoning  I  have  hitherto  used,  is  ^>- 
plie^de  to  the  ai^Mintraent  of  al  officers,  as 
wdi  Miniaters  to  foreiga  powers  as  others ;  bat 
tiiMe  are  itiifaii  peonliar  to  the  former,  which 
^lee  the  Mttwritj  to  commission  them  daring 
dM  reoeas  o«  a  diSbrent  groand.  Tbe  office  of 
Uinirter  to  a  ibreign  power  derives  its  antibor- 
it;  from  die  law  of  nations.  Tt>e  interooorse 
«Uch  the  political  relation  of  difibrent  States  to- 
virds  each  other  in  modem  times  requires,  their 


mntnal  wants,  and  the  comity  which  exists  be- 
tween them,  render  the  freqnent,  and  generally 
the  permanent,  intervention  of  agents  ^m  one 
to  the  other  neaessary,  Evet7  civilised  nation 
most  necessarily  have  the  power  of  appcnnting 
and  reodving  sndi  agents  vested  in  some  one 
or  more  of  its  departments.  In  tbe  ConstitD- 
tion  of  the  United  States  this  power  is  divided : 
the  President  alone  has  the  right  to  receive 
foreign  Kioistera,  and  by  tbe  power  to  make 
treaties,  subject  to  the  assent  of  the  Benat^ 
that  of  making  these  treatise  himself  or,  as  a 
necessary  oonseqnence,  that  of  appointing  the 
persons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  made.  Ko 
law,  therefore,  was  neceKvarj  to  give  efifect  to 
the'exeroise  of  this  fnnction.  The  moment  the 
first  President  entered  into  office,  he  had  the 
right  to  perform  it,  either  by  blnndf,  or  by 
others. 

The  laws  of  nations,  however,  to  which  I 
have  referred,  make  a  distinction,  as  I  hope 
abundantly  to  prove,  between  two  clones  of 
agents  by  whom  the  diplinnatie  interoonrse 
may  be  carried  on ;  it  distinguishes  between 
public  Ministers  and  private  agents.  In  the 
unt  are  Included  ambaseadors,  envoys,  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinaiy,  Ministers  resident, 
charges  d'affures,  consnU,  Ac.  In  tlie  second 
class  there  can  be  no  gradation  of  rank,  but 
the  powers  may  be  as  extensive  as  those  given 
to  any  of  the  oUiers.  Tbe  power  to  make  trea- 
ties, tiien,  includes  that  of  appointing  agents,  as 
well  of  the  one  as  of  the  other  class.  Bat  the 
constitution  has  placed  a  limitstion  on  the 
power  of  appointing  those  of  the  first  class; 
and  having  pven  none  to  that  of  tbe  second, 
the  President  has  it  without  restriction.  In 
this  branch  of  the  aivamentj  however,  onr  in- 
quiry relates  to  the  public  Ministers  only ;  and 
the  question  is,  whether  the  President  has  a 
right  to  appoint  such  Ministers  during  the 
recess  of  tbe  Senate,  either  to  a  power  to 
whom  we  before  had  sect  no  such  Minister,  or 
to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  mission  to  a  country 
where  we  before  had  a  Minister,  if  that  vacancy 
shonld  have  occurred  during  the  session  of  the 
Seaate.  This  is  here  the  sole  question,  for  I 
admit,  that,  in  all  cases  of  appointment  to  pub- 
lic foreign  missions,  made  in  the  recess,  the  - 
President  is  bound  to  submit  the  nomination  to 
the  Senate  at  its  next  meeting.  This  is  my  rea- 
soning on  that  sobject.  Having  the  power  to 
make  treaties,  afterwards  to  be  enbmitted  to 
the  Senato,  the  President  has  the  right  to  select 
the  nation  with  whom  such  treaties  are  to  be 
made,  and  the  time  most  favorable  for  making 
them.  That  time  may  oocur  daring  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  and  he  therefore  hsa  the  poww 
to  fill  the  origioal  vacancy  by  tbe  appointment 
of  a  publio  Minister:  but,  in  that  case,  if  the 
negotiation  is  carried  on  by  sooh  Minister,  he 
most  send  in  the  nomination  to  the  Senate  at 
some  time  during  their  leeuou,  if  be  wishes  the 
uipoiotment  to  continue  beyond  that  period. 
I^  on  the  contrary,  he  finds  no  occa^n  for  ex- 
tending the  powers  of  the  Minister  beyond  the 
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'time  at  which  his  cominiieion  wonld  expire  bj 
the  constilntional  limitation;  if  he  knows,  for 
«»uut^e,  that  the  treaty  will  be  made  at  that 
time,  or  the  negotiation,  will  be  broken  oS,  be 
tuaj,  at  hia  discretion,  omit  sending  in  the  name 
for  oaoflrnuition.  He  most  do  this,  at  he  does 
all  other  ^scretionarj  acts,  nnder  hie  rcapond- 
bilitj  to  the  nation ;  bnt,  in  mj  opinion,  he 
cleany  has  tlie  power. 

The  error,  as  it  qtpears  to  ma,  lies  in  condd- 
ering  the  mission  to  each  oonrt  as  a  separate 
jmd  distinct  office :  whereas  the  oflioe  of  am- 
bassador or  If  inister  plenipotentiaiy  is  a  general 
one,  snbject  to  the  President's  direction  where 
'he  ia  to  oe  sent  He  is  a  Uinister  to  reside  at 
mch  a  place;  an.  ambassador  to  ^  to  mob  a 
eorereign.  Suppose  the  conetitntion  had,  in 
express  terms,  said,  the  President  shall  have 
the  power  to  appoint  messengers  to  carry  de- 
spatches to  different  oonrts — wonld  the  mes- 
aenger  to  London,  the  one  to  Paris,  or  St,  Pe- 
-tersburg,  be  several  and  distinct  oSoeia,  or 
^wonld  the  office  be  the  sabstance,  and  the  des- 
tination an  accident,  liable  to  be  varied,  with- 
-cnt  altering  the  character  of  the  f^pointment ) 
Again :  if  the  President  had  been  antfaoiized 
toappointjnstloes  of  4he  peace  for  the  District 
of  Oolambta,  snrelj  he  might  apportion  them 
to  the  ^tfbrent  cities ;  and  their  partlcnlar  des- 
tination would  not  make  the  inatioe  for  one 
town  an  officer  different  in  kind  from  the  Jus- 
tice of  another.  The  conetitntion  puts  the 
offices  of  pnhlio  Ministers  preoiaely  on  the  same 
footing :  it  does  not  limit  the  nnmber,  nor  has 
any  law  made  snch  limitation :  as  it  now  stands, 
and  ever  has  stood  and  most  remain,  nntil  the 
Legislature  shall  declare  how  many  officers  of 
this  description  there  shall  be,  it  is  necessarily 
a  matter  ca  sonnd  discretion  with  the  President 
to  what  courts  the  exigencies  of  the  conntry 
require  that  a  public  resident  Minister  shoaid 
be  sent  In  case  of  a  new  mission,  as  his  nom- 
ination may  bo  rriected,  either  beoanse  the  Sen- 
ate think  the  mission  iooxpedlen^  or  becanse 
they  doapprove  of  the  man,  he  will  generally 
avoid  maEutg  snch  appointments,  without  oon- 
eoiting  die  Senate  by  submitting  the  nomina~ 
tdon,  unless  the  ezigenc}'  of  the  case  requires  it. 
And  as  to  the  existence  of  saoh  neo^slty,  he 
mnst  stand  npon  his  responsibility  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  to  be  enforced,  in  case  of  an  nnwiae  exer- 
cise of  the  power,  b;  their  voice  of  disapproba- 
tion— a  Boffldent  sanction  to  a  man  of  cnarac- 
ter ;  and,  in  case  of  a  corrupt  exercise,  by  im- 
peachment. And  it  most  Airther  be  observed, 
that  the  two  Honses  have  each  a  check  on  any 
extravaganoe  of  this  kind,  bj  the  appropri»- 
tlon. 

But  that  no  limitation  as  to  the  particular 
destination  of  the  Ministers  was  intended  to  be 
made  by  law,  is  proved  by  the  first  approima- 
tion  bill  passed  m  1790,  where  940,000  is  ap- 
propriated, not  for  the  support  of  partionlar 
.missions,  btit  "  for  the  support  of  enoli  persons 
as  he  (the  President)  shall  commission  to  serve 
the  United  States  in  foreign  parts,"  uid  fi>r 


their  inddental  expenses ;  and  its  only  linntai- 
tion  is  that  of  their  oompeniatiiMi  for  the  dif- 
ferent grades,  which  has  remwned  unchanged 
to  the  preaent  day. 

The  prominent  and  striking  oaae  of  Ministers 
appointed  to  make  peace  during  the  recess  uf 
the  Senate,  stood  so  directly  in  the  w&y  of  the 
poution  which  denies  the  power  to.c*«&ta  a 
new  misnon  in  the  recess,  that  the  abacJntc 
necessity  of  removing  or  getting  roand  it  was 
apparent.  But  it  cotud  not  be  removed.  Tbere 
it  stands — its  existence  evident — its  coBstitn- 
tionality  not  donbted — its  absolnte  n^oematj 
unquestioned.  What  was  to  be  dcoie  f  The 
ingenuity  of  the  Senator  from  Vii^nift  (Ktl 
Taibwsll)  has  provided  a  remedy.  The  whole 
is  referred  to  the  war-makmg  powers.  The 
Preudent  is  oommandMNinTcbief  of  the  army. 
He  may  find  it  neoesssry  to  make  an  armisticcL 
He  may  effect  this  by  aoofa  agents  as  he  thinks 
propw.  The  plempotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace 
are  not  Ministers ;  they  are  agents  to  negotiate 
an  armistioe.  As  well,  says  ne,  may  yon  call 
the  officer  sent  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  or  settle  the  terms  of  ospitnlation  for 
a  fortress;  aa  well  mi^t  yon  oalt  him  a  Min- 
ister, as  the  persons  sent  to  settle  the  aimla- 

It  is  somewhat  unfortunate  for  this  argument 
that  negotiators  for  peace  are  invariably  piem'po- 
tentiaries;  that  their  authority  is  authenticated 
by  the  aame  broad  seal  that  is  sapposed  to  have 
added  so  much  dignity  to  the  diplomatio  char- 
aoterofMessra.Offiej;,BiddIe,andBhind;  that 
they  are  civil,  not  military  offioera ;  that  they 
exchange  their  foil  powers  with  thoae  with 
whom  they  treat ;  that  the  agreemants  they 
make  are  not  armistices — intervals  between  acts 
of  hostility — bnt  treaties  of  peac^  which  put 
an  end  to  them ;  and  that  lunety-mne  times  in 
a  hundred,  the  pnttiog  an  end  to  hostilities  is 
only  one  out  of  many  of  the  stipulations  ooo- 
tained  in  a  treaty  of  paace.  The  power  of 
making  it,  therefore,  is  not  a  branch  of  the  war 
power,  but  of  that  which  is  its  very  antagonist 
the  power  to  make  treaties.  A  stipnlatioo  that 
the  nations  between  whom  it  is  contracted  shall 
remain  at  peace  with  each  other,  even  shonld  it 
contain  no  other  a^«ement,  would  be  as  much 
a  treaty  as  any  other  that  ever  was  made.  It 
is  called  by  that  name ;  it  u  negotiated  by  the 
same  means ;  reanires  the  same  oereonMiies  in 
its  inception,  ana  the  same  ratification  for  its 
validity  as  otiier  treaties  are.  Why,  then,  call 
it  an  armistice,  which  is  never  raliB«d  by  the 
treaty-making  power  of  the  nation  I  Why 
liken  it  to  the  oapitulation  of  a  fortress,  or  an 
exehange  of  prisoners  t  Becanse  the  argameat 
showed  that  here,  at  least,  was  a  oaae  in  which 
the  constitution  oonld  not  bear  the  strict  verbal 
ooostraetion  that  was  contended  for;  and  .the 
precedent  proved  that  it  had  been  departed  frou 
Id  praoHoe,  and  that  the  departore  had  never 
been  qnestioned,  much  leas  stignatized,  by  the 
epithoia  so  Uberally  bestowed  on  the  Tnikish 
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tbudon  the  argument,  or  ^ve  another  ohar&o- 
tw  to  the  power  of  appoiatiiig  Ministers  in  the 
noen  to  atop  the  ravages  of  war,  when  per- 
hipj  ita  coDtannanoe  mi^t  endanger  the  exint- 
«iee  of  the  nation.  A  treaty  of  peace  is,  for 
tbu  reaioo,  caUed  an  annistiae.and  the  Minister 
pleoIpotentJarj  who  conctndet  it,  is,  by  the  argn- 
meot,  plaeed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  sab- 
alUn  wtio  ia  led  blindfolded  into  Hi*  postern 
of  a  beoeged  fort,  to  ennunon  it  to  rarrender. 

Bat  the  Senator  ahall  hare  it  which  way  he 
pletsei.  The  power  to  pnt  an  end  to  a  destrao- 
tin  vsr,  by  the  appointment  of  UiDisteTs  in 
the  recess  of  the  S^ate,  is  acknowledged.  Is 
it  the  rigfatfnl  exercise  of  a  power  nnder  the 
comtitDtion  I  Then  it  can  only  be  by  giving 
to  the  danse  the  constmotion  which  I  have  put 
upon  it.  Is  it  a  power  over  the  oonstitntton  t 
TheB  the  same  end  which  I  contend  for,  by  a 
legitimate  eoustraction,  is  to  be  allowed  by  the 
dansMTHii  plea  of  necessity — the  tyrant's  plea 
•— woiefa  may  not  exist  when  nsed  even  to  jns- 
tily  a  peace.  It  may  be  hnmBDe,  and  conven- 
ient, and  proper,  to  pnt  ui  end  to  the  devasta- 
tiooa  of  war;  bnl  notil  the  existence  of  the 
nation  is  at  atake,  until  peace  done  can  save  it 


DO  DMMUty.  What  shall  be  the  case 
■ity,  then,  must  be  determined  by  the  party 
who  is  to  avail  himself  of  the  plea ;  and,  if 
tdmitted,  will  be  fonnd  to  embrace  all  ewes 
that  are  fonnd  convenient.  And  if  the  plea  of 
necassity  be  admitted  to  Justify  a  treaty  of 
peace,  made  by  Uimstars  appointed  in  the  re- 
oen,  why  may  it  not  cover  a  like  appointment 
fbr  makutg  a  treaty  of  oommeroe,  or  bonndary, 
or  tfrnoa,  wtuch  oonld  only  be  made  at  that 

Bnt  Is  it  poBsible  the  sages  and  practical 
■tstcamen  who  framed  oor  (bnn  of  Oavemment 
■bonU  not  have  foreseen  sach  ordinary  and 
inicad  loeritable  oc^nrrenoes;  or  that,  fore- 
tMing,tbe7'  shoold  not  have  provided  for  them  1 
ii  it poasiMe  tbat  they  oonld  liave  left  the  pow- 
er of  making  peaoe — seizing  on  advantageous 
ocenrreDoe  to  make  an  important  treaty — or 
filGiig  an  Important  office,  during  the  reoess  of 
Ob  Senate,  to  be  jnstlfied  by  necessity  t  The 
iJtt  is  an  unpntauon  on  their  wisdom  or  their 
utriotiBni,  wnieh  th^  do  not  deserve.  They 
oidlbresee — they  did  provide.  And  when  they 
gave  to  tiie  Pnisident  the  power  to  make  trea- 
ties satgeet  to  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Seute,  they  gave  bim  the  power  to  qipoint  the 
Miniilera  by  whose  agency  they  were  to  be 
nude ;  otherwise,  we  shonld  exhibit  the  strange 
^tetacle  of  a  wi»e  nation,  which  had  so  cnn- 
ningly  eoutrived  its  Government,  as  to  deprive 
It,  in  ooDJonctnres  that  most  frequently  bappeo, 
ef  the  means  of  making  peace,  availing  itself  of 
ftvoraUe  eirenmstaDees  to  secure  commeroial 
■dnnt^ea,  or  fliliag  tome  of  the  most  tmpor' 
Uot  offices. 

'  ftit  (he  power  may  be  abnsed  I  The  Presi- 
dsDt  may  appoint  a  host  of  Ministers,  and  drain 
jm  Tretnrj  by  th»  payment  of  their  salaries. 


These  Ministers  may  make  bad  treaties !  Ho 
may  eompromit  onr  neutrality  by  acknowledg- 
ing one  of  those  nay  powers  which  are  daily 
springing  into  existence  I 

Alas  1  yes,  rir,  it  is  most  tnie ;  nnfortnnately 
there  is  no  power  yon  con  give,  that  is  not  lia- 
ble to  abuse.  It  oannot  be  diented ;  and  the 
observation  makes  ap  for  its  want  of  novelty 
by  ita  acknowledged  truth.  In  every  Govern- 
ment, cbenk  and  balance  it  as  yon  will,  some- 
where there  must  be  confidence ;  and,  nntil  we 
can  find  men  of  unerring  wisdom  and  ineor- 
mptjble  integrity,  blind  to  the  allnrements  of 
popularity — deaf  to  the  voice  of  interest,  favor, 
or  affection — that  is  to  say,  nntil  we  can  find 
men  who  ore  not  men,  that  confidence  will  at 
times  be  abnsed.  Bnt  it  must  be  given.  And 
it  so  happens  that  there  is  no  power  con- 
fessedly ^ven  to  the  Preeident,  that  is  not  lia- 
ble to  greater  and  more  fatal  abuse  than  this. 
Yon  fear  war  frasa  his  sending  a  Minister  to  ons 
of  thoee  new  powers  whioh  are  yet  unacknowl- 
edged bv  the  rest  of  the  worid ;  and  yet  yon 
cannot  deny  that  he  has  the  right  to  receive  a 
Minister  from  one  of  those  powers,  without 
consulting  the  Benate  or  House  of  Representa- 
tives, ion  will  not  trust  him  with  sending  a 
Minister,  lest  he  should  involve  yon  in  a  war; 
and  yet  you  oonfeas  that  he  has  the  uncontrolled 
oommand  of  your  array  and  yoar  navy — instru- 
ments, if  he  wishes  war,  infinitely  better  fitted 
to  produce  it. 

Ton  apprehend  that  he  may  lavish  your 
treasures  in  the  salaries  of  b  few  Ministers,  at 
the  some  moment  that  yon  ^ve  bim  the  oontnd 
of  all  the  officers  employed  m  the  collection  of 
your  revenue.  Yon  dread  that  he  may  reward 
his  &voiites  by  appointments  to  embassies  in 
the  reoeaa ;  and  yet  no  man  can  obtain  an  office 
of  any  description,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest  of  those  which  are  sobmittod  to  the 
Senate,  bnt  by  his  previous  nomination.  Ton 
are  obliged  to  swallow  the  camel — why  strain 
at  the  gnat  ? 

We  now  approach  nearer  to  the  very  ease 
wbioh  has  excited  this  holy  indignation  agdnst 
Execntive  encroachment  and  usurpaUon  :  ex> 
cited  it — if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  a  phrase  - 
which  did  not  seem  to  find  favor  with  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  when  it  was  uttered  by 
another  (Mr.  EiNB,)--excited  it  too  taUi — too 
late,  indeed,  says  he,  to  save  this  mortal  stab  nt 
the  constitution ;  bnt  not  too  late  to  preserve 
the  Senate  from  participating  in  the  parricidal 
act.  Here  I  must  take  leave  to  differ.  The 
stroke,  if  it  be  one,  was  given  in  the  enriieat 
day  of  our  national  existence.  It  has  been  re- 
peated by  every  President  who  has  sot  in  the 
Executive  obair;  every  Senate,  and  every  House 
of  Representatives,  have  been  aocesaories  to  the 
crime ;  and  we  onrsdves  have  not  yet  washed 
our  hands  from  tba  blood  of  the  victim.  I 
must  be  permitted,  therefore,  to  repeat,  that,  in 
my  poor  opinion,  it  is  now  too  late  even  to 
prevent  the  partidpation  of  the  Senator  him- 
self; not  too  late,  however,  for  him  to  show 


.yGoogle 


Semjlt*.]  TkrUtt 

his  leal,  enwgj,  And  eloquence  in  defence  of 
the  conaUtntion,  all  which  I  greatlj  admire  and 
rcEpeet,  althongb  I  eaiinot  participate  in  Uie 
feelinga  that  have  excited  tbem. 

In  another  point  of  view,  I  cannot  but  regret 
tliBt  the  disCHsaios  bad  not  taken  place  at  an 
earlier  time,  and  under  other  circamBtances. 
The  fall  development  of  the  subject  woald  re- 
qnire  a  reference  to  matters  which  all  ma; 
apeak  of  bat  oarselves;  and  although  I  cannot 
bnt  feet  mncb  embarrasament  in  the  endeavor 
to  avoid  disclosing  the  "secrets  of  our  prisoii- 
lionse,"  I  Hhall,  in  the  little  I  have  ftirther  to 
aaj  on  the  subject,  carefully  avoid  any  improper 
disclosure,  by  confining  roj  remarks  in  the 
defence  to  tboae  eircoinstances  whiah  have 
been  animadverted  on  in  making  the  chaige. 

The  immediate  canses  of  complaint,  then,  are, 
first,  that  Messrs.  Offley,  Rbind,  and  Biddle 
were  appointed  by  the  President,  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the 
Porte — that  iwiog  a  new  mission ;  and,  second- 
ly, tbat  ifait  hsd  been  even  the  filling  of  a 
vacancy,  the  President  ought  to  have  submitted 
'      '  n  to  the  Benate  at  its  then  next 
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The  first  error  here  ia  one  of  fact.  This  was 
not  a  new  mission.  Oonunodore  Crane  and 
Jfr.  Offley  were  sent  by  Ifr.  Adams,  for  the 
same  purpoee,  to  the  same  court.  They  had 
effected  nothing,  and  a  new  commission  was 
institnted,  consisting  of  Mr.  Rbind,  Commodore 
Biddle,  and  Ur.  Offley.  Here  was  tiien  a  vacan- 
cy, if  that  should  be  reqnired — a  vacancy  cre- 
ated by  revoking  the  powers  of  one  set  of 
ageuls,  and  giving  them  to  others;  and  if  a 
vacancy,  then,  according  to  the  most  scrnpn- 
lons,  a  right  in  the  President  1x>  fill  it.  The 
next  error  is  one  partly  of  fact — partly  of  con- 
stmction.  It  consists  in  giving  to  those  com- 
missioners the  appella^on  of  pnblio  Hinisters, 
and  thus  bringing  them  within  the  proviso  of 
tho  oonstitntioD,  which  directs  that  each  officers 
shnll  be  appointed  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate. 

The  distinction  that  was  made  by  Hie  Senator 
from  Qlinois,  uid  sapported  by  a  reference  ' 
bigli  aatbority  on  the  law  of  nations,  did  n 
make  upon  me  gentleman  from  Virginia  the 
impression  it  seemed  to  do  npon  the  rest  of  the 
Senate.  It  is  a  well-founded  distinction,  that 
whicb  he  thns  nrged,  between  a  public  Minister 
and  a  secret  agent  It  seems  to  be  thooght 
that  the  natare  and  style  of  the  mission  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
powers  ore  aathenticated — not  by  the  character 
given  in  those  powers.  Sir,  there  are  grades  in 
diplomacy  which  give  different  rank  and  privi- 
leges— from  an  ambassador  to  a  secret  agent. 
The  lowesc  of  these  may  have,  for  the  purpose 
of  bindiog  the  party  he  represents,  the  same 
powers  that  are  nsnally  vested  in  the  highest. 
A  cbargtj  d'affaires  may  be  ordered  to  make 
treaty,  or  to  compliment  a  sovereign  on  h 
accession ;  bnt  be  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
a  oharg6  d'afi«res— so  the  same  acta  may  be 


done  by  a  seoret  agent,  having  no  pnUks  dipt»- 

atio  ^aracter. 

Ambtaaadora  and  other  pnblio  Ministers  a>a 
directed  to  b«  appointad  1^  tii«  Preeident,  1^ 
and  with  the  advice  and  oouaent  ot  tb«  Senate ; 
becaose  pnblio  roianona  reqnired  no  Herec7, 
altbongh  their  iDstraotiona  might.  Bnt  tha 
fhtmers  of  the  constitnticm  knew  the  aee^^ty 
of  missions,  of  which  not  only  the  olf}eat  bat 
the  exiatence  shonld  be  kept  aecret.  Th«7^ 
therefore  wisely  made  the  co-operation  at  tM 
Senate  idUniately  necessary  in  the  firat  inst^ow^ 
bnt  left  the  appointment  a^ely  to  the  Preridant 
'  I  the  last 

In  the  very  instaooe  before  ns,  if  the  preoed- 
ing  efforts  to  form  a  treaty  sbonld  have  &aled 
flvm  too  great  a  publicity  being  ^ven  to  » 
mission  intended  to  be  kept  secret ;  if  it  shoald 
have  been  defeated  by  the  interfsrenoe  «f  otber 
powers;  and  if  whatever  enccess  the  preeent 
attempt  has  had,  might  be  attribated  to  th« 
seorecr  with  which  the  prioupal  agent  left  tfa« , 
nnited  States,  and  the  iiinorance  of  hie  object 
whicb  prevNled  am<Hig  the  miuisten  of  other 
powers  at  Constantinople ;  if  it  sbonld  tnm 
out  that  these  things  were  so,  would  they  mt 
form  strong  proofs  of  the  utility  of  the  distino- 
tion  between  those  different  kinds  of  ageuMB ; 
the  public,  by  means  of  public  acknowledged 
Ministers ;  the  private,  by  agents  qtecially 
authorized  to  perform  a  certain  ac^  unknown 

all  but  those  with  whom  they  treat 

But  fault  is  found  with  the  manner  in  which 
these  agents  were  constituted.  Their  powers, 
it  is  said,  were  under  the  broad  seal  ot  the 
United  States,  certified  by  the  rignatnre  of  the 
President  This  broad  seal,  or  great  seal,  a*  it 
is  alternately  called,  makes  a  great  figure  in  the 
argument  Let  the  Preridenl,  says  the  Senator, 
send  his  agents,  his  mesaengera,  bis  epiea,  when 
he  pleases— let  them  be  kicked  and  caKd  t^ 
the  authorities  to  which  they  go,  he  carea  not; 
Bnt  the  brood  seal,  the  great  seal,  sbonld  never 
be  profaned  to  such  vile  uses.  Now,  sir,  I  am 
not  quite  so  indifferent  about  the  nsi^  oui 
agents  may  receive,  whether  they  ore  commis- 
sioned under  the  great  or  the  little  seal,  or  by 
no  seal  at  all.  Bnt  I  should  be  glad  to  know  in 
what  manner  a  President  is  to  signifj  to  a 
foreign  State  his  confidence  in  the  agent  he 
employs,  or  the  powers  with  which  be  chooses 
to  invest  him,  in  any  other  manner  than  by  hia 
signatnre  to  those  powers,  and  the  addition  of 
the  seal  of  the  United  States,  which  authenti- 
cates it  To  deny  the  use  of  theae  proofs  of 
the  commission  given  to  soch  agents,  is  to  say 
tbat  they  shall  not  be  employed,  becaose  they 
can  transact  no  business  with  a  foreign  power 
withont  the  usual  proo&  of  their  missioD. 
But  the  right  to  employ  them  is  sbandantlv 
proved  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and,  as  I  ah^ 


makes  no  ^ffereoce  in  tha  natnre  of  the  n 
ioa.    They  are  private  agenta  for  the  tzansao- 
tioD  of  the  budoess  of  the  nation :  pnblio  ia,  in 
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ooB  HDw,  the  revene  of  secret ;  bat,  in  an- 
other, it  meana  what  ■.ppertains  to  the  nation ; 
■nd,  is  thia  ■eoeptation,  there  is  no  oonfounding 
of  tmoB,  t>7  B«yli>g  that  a  aeeret  a^at  may  be 
■  sppaiiitod  to  tmukot  pnbUe  boMneeB.  The 
oemimanoiMn  -to  the  PtMi«  were  snoh  seoret 
aaaott;  their  ouunisNon,  though  it  sHve  them 
pXenipotoitiarr  powert  for  &  nstioQ^  pnrpoae, 
WW  ft  taoret  af^Moy,  and  the  President  was 
onder  do  neoesii^  to  nominate  thetn  to  the 
aenate ;  it  wonld  itiwe  been  an  act  of  imprn- 
d—M  if  he  had  done  so,  and  the  treaty  wonld, 
■Mit  probablj,  hare  biled. 
Sir,  I  shonld  be  the  last  man  who  wonld  im- 

Cto  any  honorable  member  of  this  body 
ndiaaretioa  of  dirnlging  any  thing  oonfi- 
iemtiaSj  eommltted  to  os.  Bat  I  pnt  it  to  the 
SaoatOT  wlio  tidd  as  how  safe] j  all  negotiatjoiu 
might  be  intnsted  to  its  manageoieDt,  whether 
hm  «*«■  knew  any  important  sobjeot  of  our  con- 
fldftitfia]  debates  that  waa  not  first  whispered 
sbont  in  the  tavanu  of  the  oity,  uid  soon  aftw* 
ir«rda  alluded  to  in  the  poblio  p^era.  The 
Ta>T  anbjeet  before  oa  is  an  inetanoe  of  what  I 
ncr;  tlM  ii^iUMtion  <rf  aeoreoy  la  not  removed, 
aad  yet  proridmia,  wbieh  it  b  anppoeed  that 
tnaty  oootaina,  are  m  oonunon  a  toj^  of  dis- 
esMon  aa  if  it  had  been  pnbUsbed ;  mty,  in  the 
warmth  of  dabat^  hero,  witti  open  door>— but, 
air,  I  will  pniaoe  that  sabjeot  no  farther,  lest  I 
nuf^t,  in  my  own  oondnot,  afford  a  proof  of 
wlut  I  oaaert.  Suffer  me  to  repeat,  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  Jostifloation  for  the  employment  of 
»  Mont  agenoy,  the  oircnmataneea  of  this  case 
aSbrd  it.  If  btot  there  was  a  ease  in  whiob 
the  diffienhy  of  oonfining  to  these  walls  what 
paaMs  within  them  when  oar  doors  are  shut, 
this  is  that  case. 

Oraut  that  these  were  aeoret  ogenta,  and  not 
psblic  ICiiiaten :  it  is  sai^  with  ■  triumphant 
tone,  show  the  power  of  the  President  to  ap- 
point them.  Sir,  I  will  do  this,  so  that  every 
nobelieving  pcdltioal  apostle  wlio  donbta,  may 
Mt  only  hear  and  see,  bat  shall  lay  hia  fioger 
on  t^  daose.  It  is  foand  in  the  express,  nn- 
eqnirocal  aatlmrity  given  to  the  Presideat  to 
make  treaties.  If^nnderthis  power,  he  himself 
shsnld  make  a  treaty  with  a  foreim  lDn!at«r, 
and  antmiit  it  to  the  Senate,  ooald  it  be  objeot- 


mw  do  it  also  by  others ;  mnst  saoh  others  l>e 
ambanadon  or  pnbUo  Uinisters  t  Where  is  the 
daaaa  that  reatnots  him  to  snob  ageota  ?  We 
have  aeen  that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  other 
gradea  are  known  and  employed  under  the  title 
of  scnrat  agents.  What  title  in  the  oonatitution, 
what  forced  oonstnution  of  any  word  it  <kki- 
tUDi,  can  be  made  to  show  that  he  may  not 
aske  ohoioe  of  them  when  he  deems  it  espe- 
diwtt  There  is  none.  The  power  to  make 
treatiea  is  given,  and  with  it  the  power  to  em- 
ploy all  prcqrarmeana  to  effect  it ;  aecret  agents 
srs  at  tamea  proper  moans,  and  therefore  he 
JDtf  amploy  tuem ;  tlmeftn«,  be  matt  employ 


them  whenever  he  Chinks  publicity  would  en- 
danger the  fiulare  of  bia  object.  Now.  ur,  let 
OS  see  whether  a  practiual  ooiiBtraction,  in 
every  tbingoonfonnaolelo  the  principles  I  bave 
laid  down,  haa  not  been  pursued,  and  from 
what  period.  A  uniform  practice  in  conformity 
with  any  particolar  construction  is  always 
strong  evidence  that  its  first  constractioa  ia  cor- 
rect; aa  applied  to  oar  oonsUtntion,  it  is  par- 
ticularly persnauve,  if  it  arose  under  the  man- 
agement of  those  who  framed  the  instrament, 
ud  best  knew  its  intent;  and  it  booomea  almost 
oonclnaive,  if  the  practice  has  been  nninterrupt- 
ed  and  nnqueetioned.  All  these  cbaraoteristici^ 
onleaa  I  greatly  deceive  myself^  will  befonod  in 
the  sncoession  of  acta  to  which  1  now  invite  the 
attention  of  the  Senate. 

The  praotjoe  of  appointing  secret  agents  ia 
coeval  with  oar  existence  as  a  nation,  and  f^oea 
beyond  our  acknowledgment  aa  snch  by  other 
powers.  All  those  great  men  who  have  flgnred 
m  the  history  of  onr  diplomacy,  began  their 
career,  aitd  performed  some  of  th^r  most  im- 
portant aervioea  in  the  capacity  of  »eoret  agents, 
with  full  powers.  Franklin,  Adams,  Lee, 
were  only  commiasionera ;  and  in  negotiating  a 
treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Uorocco,  the  seleo- 
tion  of  the  secret  agent  waa  left  to  tbe  Ministera 
appointed  to  make  tbe  treaty :  and,  according- 
ly, in  tbe  year  1T8S,  Hr,  Adams  and  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son appointed  Thomas  Barclay,  who  went  to 
Uorocco  and  made  a  treaty,  which  waa  ratified 
by  tlie  Mtniat«ra  at  Paris. 

Tbeee  instances  show  that,  even  prior  to  tha 
eetabliabmentof  the  Federal  Qovemment,  secret 
plenipotentiaries  were  known,  as  well  in  the 

Eraotioe  of  onr  own  country  as  in  tbe  general 
iw  of  nations  r  and  that  these  secret  agenta 
were  not  on  a  level  with  messengers,  letter-car- 
riers, or  spies,  to  whom  it  has  been  fonnd  ne- 
oeasary  in  argument  to  assimilate  them.  On 
the  80th  ]l{arcb,  1796,  in  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  letters  patent  under  the  great  broad 
seal  of  the  United  States,  and  the  ugnatare  of 
thnr  President,  (that  President  being  George 
Washington,)  oonntersigned  by  tbe  Secretary  of 
State,  David  Dumpbreys  waa  appointed  com- 
missioner plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  Algiers.  By  instmctions  from 
the  President,  he  waa  afterwards  aatboriied  to 
employ  Joseph  Donaldson  as  agent  in  that  bu^- 
nees.  In  M^,  of  tbe  same  year,  he  did  appoint 
Donaldson,  who  went  to  Algiers,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  yearcoacluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Dey  and  Divan,  which  was  confirmed  by 
Humphreys,  at  Lisbon,  on  the  38tb  Noveml>er 
in  tbe  same  year,  and  afterwards  ratiSod  by  tbe 

Senate  on  the —  day  of ,  ITSS,  and  an 

act  passed  both  Houses  on  Sth  Hay,  1796,  ap- 
propriating a  large  snm,  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  aimually,  for  carding  it  into  effect 

I  oall  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  all  the 
facts  of  thia  case,  with  the  previona  remark, 
that  the  constraction  which  it  gives  to  the  con- 
stitation  was  made  in  tbe  earliest  years  of  the 
Federal  Government  by  the  man  who  presided 


.yGoogle 


Setatk.] 


TWoikCam 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

inM»— Pngn-  o/At  Pruidal  to  OrigmaU  Mita 


[F«. 


in  the  oonTentioa  which  made  that  eotutitn- 
tion.  acting  witb  tlie  advice  and  anistanee  of 
the  leading  memben  of  that  bod;,  all  fresh  fW>m 
its  diMOfision ;  mea  who  had  taken  promineDt 
parts  in  ever;  qnestioQ  that  aroee.  Tliat  in  the 
Senate  which  ratified  it,  and  in  tb«  Hotue  of 
Bepreeentativca  which  carried  it  into  ezeoation, 
were  Beveral  membera,  not  cul;  of  the  con.veii- 
^on  when  it  was  formed,  bat  of  the  State  as- 
eemblies  where  it  was  discussed,  anal;f  sed,  every 
hidden  defect  brought  to  light ;  every  powible 
inconvenieocc  predicted ;  ever;  coostraotion 
given  that  icKeDoitj,  sharpened  by  opposition 
and  oarty  feeling,  conld  conceive;  where 
amenamenta  were  proposed,  to  remady  ap|>re- 
bended  evil ;  where  it  was  examined,  article 
by  article,  phrase  by  phrase,  not  a  word,  not  a 

? liable,  esct^ing  Uieir  ioqntsitorial  scratiDy. 
et,  by  those  men,  with  this  perfect  and  recent 
knowledge  of  the  oonstitation,  acting  under  the 
Bolemn  obligation  to  preserve  it  inviolate,  and 
without  any  poesible  motive  to  make  them  for- 
get their  dgty,  was  this  first  precedent  set; 
without  a  single  donbt  on  the  mind  that  it  was 
correct;  withontproteat,  withonteven  remark. 
A  precedent  ^ing  the  fu)]  length  of  that  which 
is  now  unhesitatingly  called  a  lawless,  nncon- 
Btitntional  DsnrpatiDn ;  bearing  the  present  act 
ont  in  all  its  parts,  and  in  some  points  going 
mnoh  beyond  it.  Like  the  present  case,  it  was 
an  appointment  in  the  recess  of  a  commissioner, 
with  fall  powers  to  make  a  treatj ;  those  pow- 
ers were  authenticated  as  these  were,  by  the 
signature  of  the  President  and  the  great  seal  of 
the  nation.  But  it  differs  in  thia,  tJiat  tbe  com- 
mission to  Col.  Humphreys  was  an  orig^al  ap- 
pointment, and,  therefore,  according  to  the  new 
ooctrine,  more  objectionable,  no  minister  hav- 
ing before  been  appointed  to  treat  with  A^ers. 
Whereas,  in  this  case,  a  previous  commisaion 
had  been  ^ven  by  Mr.  Adams,  which  was  va- 
cated by  the  recall  of  the  first  powers,  and  the 
appointment  of  Bhind,  Offiey,  and  Biddle.  It 
went  infinitely  further  than  this,  in  giving  to 
the  Minister  the  authority  to  appoint  a  sntieti' 
tnte,  and  in  the  fact  that  tbe  substitute  nego- 
tiated and  made  the  treaty — the  Minister  re- 
.  mainin^  in  Usbon,  and  Donaldson  going  alone 
to  Algiers,  where  the  treaty  was  concluded. 
Mark,  too,  that  the  commission  to  Humphreys 
b  dated  only  three  weeks  after  the  adjonrnment 
of  the  Senate  in  March;  that  Donaldson  was 
employed  in  May ;  and  that  neither  Hamphreys 
nor  Bonoldson  were  ever  nominated  to  the 
Senate,  altbongh  they  of  course  met  in  the  De- 
cember following.  Look,  sir,  into  the  ezecntive 
Journal  l)efare  you.  No  nomination  of  Hum- 
phreys, under  this  commission— not  a  syllable 
aaid  of  Donaldson.  Yet,  when  the  treaty  came, 
it  was  ratified ;  yet  both  Houses  passed  a  law 
for  carrying,  eo  nomirie^  this  very  treaty  into 
effect ;  no  sqneamishness  about  the  phrase  un- 
der which  the  appropriation  sboold  be  made; 
nothing  hidden ;  the  whole  transaction — tbe 
mode  of  its  execution — the  agents  by  whom  it 
woa  effected,  brood  seal  and  all — the  appellation 


of  the  agent,  i  .       . 

which  is  now  so  offensive^  all  ^read  beftore  tbs 
Senate,  composed  of  men^  fomvflfths  of  ivhom 
I  may,  I  think,  say,  had  either  uded  in  winking 
the  constitntion,  or  deliberated  on  the  propria- 
ty  of  its  adoption,  and  this  treaty  sent  to  uian 
by  Qeorge  Washington.  Yet,  with  «11  tJbese 
iMdges  of  lawleaa,  unooostitiUional  naorpation 
on  \U  back,  the  treaty  is  ratified— the  law 
paasea.  No  grave  Benator,  no  indq)«odrat  rep- 
reeentalJve  rises  to  o[ipoBe  this  groM  asaaxoptioa 
ofpower.  Did  patriotism  sleep  on  its  poetf 
Where  were  the  watchful,  the  sworn  goNrdiana 
of  the  constitntion,  thus  palpably  violated  t 
Where  were    the    Senatora,  jealona  of  ihmr 


ties?  All  silent;  not  a  word  of  oj^iontion; 
not  awbiqierof  doobt.  AndyettheviolatiDii, 
"gross,  open,  palpable" — more  grooa,  more 
open,  more  palpable  than  the  one  we  are^ioir 
wanted  agamst,  beoanae  in  more  pointa  it  ooo- 
tradicta  t£e  oonstmotion  that  ia  affirmed  as  the 
only  true  and  orthodox  futh  by  which  we  ma; 
be  politioally  saved.  Ou^t  not  this  practical 
and  oontemporaneons  eoDstmetioD,  erea  if  tt 
stood  alone,  to  oreat«  aome  donbt  of  l^e  doo- 
trine*  we  ore  so  vebemently  nrged  to  adopt  I 
Ought  not  the  example  of  Washington,  erea  H, 
in  oar  superior  wisdom,  we  now,  for  the  first 
time,  gmded  by  new  lights,  find  it  wrong, 
ought  it  not  to  oommand  some  little  indolgence 
for  those  who  follow  it  t 

Will  it  t>e  said  that  this  example  does  not  ap- 
ply !  Let  the  difference  be  pointed  ont ;  and 
where  they  differ,  tbe  example  eet  by  Waafaing- 
ton  will  be  found  more  at  war  with  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
than  the  acts  which  he  now  denonncea  as  nn- 
oonsljtattonal. 

Will  be  refer  again  to  the  war-conducting 
power,  and  call  the  treaty  with  Algiers  an  ar- 
mistice I  The  treaty  itself  repliee  to  this 
answer — it  is  a  treaty  of  commerce,  aa  well  oi 
of  peace. 

Bat  this  is  not  an  isolated  case.  In  the  7017 
same  year  on  tbe  same  day  of.  the  year,  tbe 
SOth  Maroh,  1T9G,  David  Hnmphreys  reotired 
another  commission,  by  letters  patent  frtxn 
President  Washington,  anthenticated  in  the 
same  manner,  constituting  him  bommisaiooer 
plenipotentiary  fbr  n^tiotiug  a  treaty  <^ 
peace  with  "tjie  most  illustrious  tbe  Baahaw, 
Lords,  and  Governors  of  the  city  and  kingdom 
of  Tripoli,"  with  like  power  of  substitution.  On 
the  10th  February,  1796,  he  transferred  his 
powers  to  Joel  Barlow ;  and,  on  the  Sd  Janu- 
ary, 17B7,  Mr.  Barlow  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Bs^BW  and  his  Divan,  which  was,  in  like 
manner  with  the  former,  approved  by  CoL 
Humphreys,  at  lisbon,  on  the  lOtb  February, 
17S7,  and  was  ratified  by  the  8enat«  the  follow- 
ing session.  Here  we  find  three  sessions,  after 
the  commission,  pass,  before  the  treaty  is  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  for  its  confirmation,  daring 
all  wMob,  no  nominaliou  of  eather  Humphreys 
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at  Bulow  wu  made.  Stuvlj,  if  a  doubt  had 
eromd  the  mind  of  the  Preaident,  that  mind  of 
-whidh  the  eminent  eharaoterlBtics  were  deliber' 
•tkn  and  jH^ence,  if  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
had  pa»ed  over  it,  would  not  the  same  regard 
tor  Hie  eonstitalJoii,  for  whioh  he  was  equal)  j 
rBurkable,  have  indnced  him  to  consnlt  Lis 
eabiitg^  to  conaolt,  aa  he  frequently  did,  on 
Other  and  lees  important  occasions,  the  Senate ) 
Sr,  be  had  no  donbta ;  the  greatest  and  best, 
nd  DKMt  prudent  man  in  the  coiuitr;  had  no 
toUa.  His  advisers  had  none  —  the  ScDate 
had  none.  The  Honee  of  BepresenUtives  did 
not  hamtate;  and  the  nation,  filled  with  men 
whew  minds  were  enlightened  b;  oontinued 
diseuffiioQB  of  the  constitotion,  approved.  Yet 
we  donbt.  Na^,  more,  we  decide;  and,  ad- 
mitting DO  contrarietj  of  opinion,  stigmatiie  that 
TB17  (KmdDCt  thna  puraned  by  Wi^ington,  as 
lawless  nsorpation.  That  great  man,  very  soon 
after  thi&  retired  from  ofBce,  carrying  with  him 
ediotioDfl  of  his  fellow-ciUzens,  and  Utile 
ig  that  this  wise  and  upright  act  of  hia 
n  would  draw  down  on  those  who 
oopied  it  the  rqtroaehes  we  have  heard.  John 
Aoanu,  who,  berides  the  great  share  he  had  in 
(nrning  the  oonatitation,  was  pre-eminently 
qoalified  to  Jndge  on  every  qneelioa  relating  to 
mraini  iaterconrae;  who  might  be  styled  the 
Ibnnaer  of  American  diplomacy — John  Adams 
neeeaded  him.  And  he,  too,  strange  ea  it  may 
appear—he,  too,  fell  into  the  same  fktal  error, 
or  (if  the  case  is  as  clear  as  is  supposed)  was 
gnilty  of  the  same  nnpardonable  fanlt.  He,  too, 
tnthe  18th  of  Deoember,  1798,  pat  his  signa- 
tere  and  the  great  broad  seal  of  the  nation  to 
a  paper,  vesting  Richard  O'Brien,  William 
EucHi,  and  James  Leander  Oatbcart,  with  full 
powers  to  negotiate  with  the  Dey  and  Regency 
ofToids,  alterations  in  a  oertein  treaty  made  in 
the  year  1797,  by  Joseph  Famin,  who  calls 
Umaelf  a  "  French  merchant  residing  at  Tnuis, 
■od  charge  d'affUres  of  the  United  States." 
Tbsse  gentlemen  made  the  new  treaty  on  the 
Eth  March,  1799 ;  yet  neither  the  nomination 
of  the  French  merchant,  who  made  the  first 
tnaty,  (which  mnst  have  been  in  the  time  of 
Qeowal  Washington,)  nor  of  tiie  three  other 
amunisHonera,  was  ever  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
■te.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  this  last  ap- 
pomtment  was  made  on  the  18th  Deoember, 
vheo  tiie  Senate  was  in  session. 

Daring  the  administration  of  the  next  Presi- 
d«Dt,  Thomas  Jefferson,  only  one  treaty  with 
tie  Bsrbary  Powers  (that  with  Tripoli)  was 
made ;  bnt  as  the  negotiation  was  carried  on 
bj  Mr.  Lear,  the  public  Uinister  of  the  United 
States  at  that  place,  nothing  can  be  inferred 
from  this  transaction  that  bears  on  the  question ; 
bat  Jefferson's  co-operation  in  the  two  appoint- 
ments which  I  have  quoted,  by  General  Wash- 
ington, leaves  no  donbt  of  hu  construetion  of 
the  conatitntion. 

Here  we  have  the  practice  of  Washington, 
Adams,  and  JeSbrson,  uniformly  the  same. 
■anetianing  every  part  of  the  conduct  pnrsuea 


by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate ;  and,  in  some 
instances,  as  I  have  shown,  pushing  the  OOQ- 
strnction  further  than  he  has  found  it  necessary 
to  go.  Bat  this  is  not  al!  1  Ur.  Uadison  comes 
next.  If  any  voice  can  be  called  the  oracle  of 
the  constitution,  itla  his  :  if  any  praotjee  under 
it  can  be  deemed  void  of  error  or  intentioiial 
wrong,  it  is  that  of  the  wise,  the  venerated 
Uadison.  What  did  he  dot  He  followed  pre< 
oisely  the  route  in  which  his  predecessors  trod. 
In  the  year  I81G,  hostilities  having  been  com- 
meuced  by  Algiers,  he  commissioned  William 
Shaler,  and  the  gallant  and  lamented  Decatur, 
to  negotiate  with  them.  They  concluded  a 
treaty  on  board  of  the  United  States  ship  Ouer- 
riere.  Bnt  he  never  nominated  them  to  the 
Senate ;  yet  the  treaty,  like  the  others,  waa 
ratified  by  the  Senate  in  the  ancceeding  aeasiOD, 
without  a  question  as  to  their  right  to  co-oper- 
ate in  the  appointment.  He  it  waa,  tMi,  who, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  sent  the  commission 
which  made  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 

Agun :  SiffioultieB  having  arisen  as  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  with  Algiers,  another 
commission  wsa  issned  on  the  S4th  of  August, 
1816,  to  William  Sbalw  and  Isaac  Chaunoey, 
who  renewed  the  former  treaty,  with  altera- 
tions, on  the  2Sd  of  December  of  the  same  jetn. 
And  again  the  Senate  were  kept  in  ignorance 
of  the  appointment,  until  the  treaty  was  sent 
to  them  for  ratifioation.  This  is  the  last  treaty 
with  any  of  the  powers  professing  the  Mahome- 
tan faith,  prior  to  the  one  that  has  given  riae 
to  this  discussion.  And,  in  forming  this,  the 
President,  with  stronger  reasons  for  secrecy 
than  any  of  his  predeoessore  had,  has  only,  aa 
far  as  he  has  gone,  foUowed  their  example — 
followed  his  own  and  their  construction  of  the 
constitution — and  exercised  no  power  that  had 
not  for  forty  yeara  been  universally  acknowl- 
edged to  be  legitimate.  I  bring  the  acquies- 
cence down  to  thia  moment,  because  the  ques- 
tions raised  on  the  Panama  mission  are  not  Uiose 
to  which  this  transaction  gives  rise.  Then  the 
objection  was  to  an  appointment  of  a  peculiar 
nature — a  mission,  not  to  a  particular  power, 
but  to  a  (jongrees  of  powers ;  it  was  not  sup- 
posed  to  be  strictiy  diplomatic ;  our  agents,  it 
waa  feared,  were  to  act  aa  deputies  to  a  con- 
federative  Qovemment,  rather  than  as  Mtniators. 
And  to  this  was  added  the  diflScnlty,  at  that 
time  first  raised,  to  the  power  of  creating  a  new 
misffion  in  the  recess ;  here,  however,  tne  first 
objection  cannot  apply,  and  the  previous  ap- 

Kintroent  by  Hr.  Adams  takes  away  the  second. 
le  objection,  then,  to  the  making  a  treaty  by 
secret  agents,  whose  nqinination  is  not  sent  to 
the  Senate,  is,  I  repeat,  a  new  objection  made 
to  an  established,  and,  as  I  believe,  a  perfectly 
constitutional  practice.  The  objection  is  new, 
but  it  may  yet  be  well  founded,  although  I  can- 
not perceive  its  force;  and  not  perceiving  it, 
must  t)e  permitted  to  think  it  passing  strange 
that  it  never  before  occurred  to  one  single  in- 
dividual, who  haa  ever  expressed  his  opinion 
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OQ  the  mbjeot,  as  far  u  mj  limited  information 
goes. 

There  are  two  other  Presidenta  whose  acta 
and  opinions  on  this  subject  we  hare  to  ex- 
amine, in  order  to  complete  the  series. 

On  Ur.  Uonroe's  accession  t<i  the  Presidanc;, 
he  foond  onr  pieace  aecnred  with  the  Borbar; 
Powers ;  he  had,  therefore,  no  commissioDers 
to  wpoint  to  them ;  but  he  had  participated, 
as  theheadof  the  Department  of  State,  in  those 
which  bad  been  sent  by  Hr.  Madisoa ;  and  we 
may,  therefore,  fairlj  anppose,  that  if  the  occa- 
sion bad  offered,  he  would  have  followed  the 
aame  conrse.  But,  daring  his  admiDistration, 
and  that  of  his  snocessor,  it  was  foond  conven- 
ient, in  the  eierdse  of  the  some  constitutional 
right  of  making  treaties,  to  employ  other 
agenta  than  "  ambassadors  or  public  ministers," 
to  form  treaties  widi  Em«pean  and  Christian 
powers,  as  bad  been  fonnerly  done  with  the 
Mahometan  States  of  Africa.  Differences  had 
existed  ever  since  the  treaty  of  1802  with  Spain, 
not  only  of  boandai?,  bat  on  aoconnt  of  olainii, 
to  a  TaaC  amount.  The  settlement  of  the  dirid- 
ing  line  l>etween  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
would  take  from  or  odd  to  onr  territory  an  ex- 
tent sufficient  for  the  establishment  of  several 
States,  And  the  aoqnisition  of  Florida  had  al- 
ways been  considered  as  a  matter  of  primary 
importance.  If,  then,  the  magnitude  and  im- 
portance of  the  objects;  if  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  the  party,  required  that  the  negotiation  should 
be  conducted  by  public  Ministers,  and  that  their 
appointment  should  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
here  waa  the  case.  Here  wasnot  even  the  plea 
of  the  recess.  For  dnring  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  1818-'19,  Mr.  Monroe  gave  to  Mr. 
Adame  plenipotentiary  powers  to  treat  with 
the  Minister  of  Spain,  and  make  a  setUement  of 
oil  these  important  matters.    He  gave  these 

Swers  by  oommis^oD  under  the  great  seal. 
!  never  oommonicated  the  appointment  to  the 
Senate,  although  they  were  m  sesuon.  The 
negotiation  was  carried  on  in  the  very  place 
where  they  sat,  and  was  concluded  before  they 
adjourned,  by  a  treaty  which  purchased  the  two 
Floridas;  settled  our  boundary,  by  abandoning 
onr  claims  to  the  immense  extent  of  coontrj 
between  the  Bio  del  Norte  and  tlte  Sabine ;  and 
made  a  choive  on  our  Treasury  of  five  millions 
of  dollan.  Yes,  sir,  this  treaty  woe  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  and  not  one  word  of  reprobation, 
not  an  accent  of  doubt  uttered  as  to  uie 
larity  of  the  commission  by  which  it 
tiated;  and  both  Honses  concurred  in  passing 
laws  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 

Agun :  When  Mr.  Adams  came  to  the  Fred- 
dency,  he  in  tike  manner,  in  the  year  1826, 
commissioned  Mr.  Clay  to  treat  of  and  oondnde 
a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the 
Minister  of  Denmark ;  which  treaty  was  signed 
on  the  SQth  of  April,  in  the  same  year,  dnring 
the  sitting  of  the  Senate,  and  in  like  manner 
ratified  by  them,  although  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Clay  was  nevermade  known  to  the  Senate, 
and  of  course  was  not  confirmed  by  them.    And 


we,  ar,  we  onnelvee,  every  one  of  ns,  who  nov 
bear  or  make  tlieae  denUDciatioiiB — we  ha-re 
ratified  a  treaty  made  wit^  one  of  the  greatest 
powers  of  Christendom,  by  a  plenipotentiaxj 
commisuoned  under  the  great  aeal,  whose  ap- 
pointment was  never  sanctioned  w  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  its  advice;  and  that,  too,  a  power 
with  which  before  we  had  no  diplomatic  inter- 
course— with  Anstria — nwle  by  the  jitwent 
Secretary  of  State,  noder  a  special  awomtmaok 
by  the  I^^dent  Shonld  it  be  said  that  this 
practice  of  employing  a  speoial  Miniatw  «t 
home  to  make  treaties  with  a  foreign  power,, 
is  of  modern  date ;  that  it  doea  not,  like  the 
case  of  the  Mediterranean  commission^  ran 
back  to  tbe  early  part  of  onr  diplomatic  histocT, 
I  would  answer  that  this,  too,  is  an  raror,  aod 
that  my  oonstraction  is  sanctioned  in  this  also 
by  the  practice  of  'Washington.  As  early  aa 
the  year  lT96,eome  doubts  having  arisen  as  to 
the  operation  of  tbe  third  article  of  Mr.  Jay'a 
treaty,  Mr,  Pickering  was  commissioned  to  ne- 
gotiate an  explanatory  artide,  which  was  agreed 
to,  Bubmittea  to  the  Senate,  and  ratified  with- 
out any  nomination  of  tbe  negotiator  to  the 
Senate. 

Now,  sir,  does  not  this  uniform,  this  nnquea- 
tioned  practice,  carried  through  every  IV«si- 
dency,  from  that  of  the  Father  (^  his  Conntiy  to 
thatof  the  present  incumbent ;  is  it  not  strongly 
persuasive  of  the  correctness  of  that  conatmc- 
tion  which  gives  to  the  Preddent  tbe  powo-  to 
make  treaties  whenever  he  may  deem  it  expe- 
dient, by  a  special  agent,  instead  of  a  public 
Uioister — to  give  fall  powers,  nuder  the  great 
seal,  to  such  special  agent,  and  to  omit  noini- 
natinghim  to  the  Senate  when  he  thinks  prop- 
er !  Will  it  be  said  that  the  instanoee  1  have 
last  mentioned  do  not  apply,  because  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  the  agent}  But  he  was 
the  agent  only  by  the  special  commisBion,  given 
tohimbythe  President— a  commisrion,  without 
which  he  conid  not  have  aoted,  which  as  his 
full  power,  be  was  obliged  to  interchange  with 
the  Minister  with  whom  he  treated,  before  the 
negotiation  could  benn.  It  as  Beoretary  of 
State,  the  duty  could  have  been  done,  mere 
instructions  woald  have  sufficed — no  oommis- 
uon  would  have  been  neceesary.  But  in  every 
instance  commissions  were  delivered,  in  the 
same  form,  as  to  powers  that  are  used  for 
Ministers  going  abroad.  The  President  might 
have  selected  any  other  individual,  and  the  case 
is  as  strongly  in  point  as  if  he  had.  Will  the 
gentleman  point  out  tbe  difference  between 
these  cases  which  be,  jointiy  with  all  of  as,  has 
approved,  and  that  which  he  now  so  violentiy 
reprobates)  If  the  President  may  appoints 
spedal  agent  to  make  a  treaty  with  a  nation 
with  whom  we  hod  none  before,  without  sub- 
mitting the  nomination  to  the  Senate;  if  he 
may  make  such  on  appointment  for  a  negotia- 
tion here,  can  he  not  moke  a  similar  appoint- 
ment for  s  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  in  Con- 
stantinople \  If  the  latter  is  forbidden,  where 
b  the  clooae  that  aathoiizes  the  fbrmert    If 
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tha  fbrmw  is  legal,  where  is  the  danse  that  ez- 
dodea  the  latterf  Are  not  both  eiercbed  un- 
der the  mate  oonstitnUonal  anthoritj  t  Wbf, 
thw,  nnetlcm  th«  one  and  denoance  the  other  I 
It  ^paan  to  me  that  a  aatiafoctorr  answer  to 
th«*  qaeriM  would  be  difflenlt,  even  to  the 
ingranitr  of  the  moTer of  the  amendment;  and 
tluit  it  wonld  be  somewhat  difficult  for  him  to 
■b«v  that  there  is  anj  one  of  the  ioconreniencea 
and  daogen  which  he  apprehends,  ft^m  the  ap- 
potnttowt  of  cemmisBioners,  with  fbll  powen, 
going  to  a  forefKO  ooontrf ,  that  does  not  attaoh 
to  a^ottations  b j  Rpeoial  agents  at  home.  Bat 
tbtsa  dancers  are  imagiuaiy  in  both  cases. 
Nothing  either  of  them  can  do  has  anj  force 
until  we  sanction  it.  And  in  requiring  the  as- 
Mttt  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  to  everj  treaty, 
tiioM  who  made  our  form  of  Oovermnent 
thooght  they  mi^t  safely  trust  the  discretion 
of  the  President  in  selecting  the  agents  for 
making  iL 

Bnt  to  remove  all  ground  fbr  the  distinotion, 
take  an  instance  from  the  same  collection  of 
treatiee  which  I  have  before  qnoted.  Id  the 
year  1818,  Kr.  Gallatin,  then  onr  Minister  in 
Frtsce,  was  commisdoned  jointly  with  Mr. 
Boih,  onr  Minister  at  St.  James',  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  with  England,  in  the  same  manner  that 
tiie  Secretaries  of  StAto  were  commissioned  to 
ncgotiateat  Waahington.  Tbisnominationwaa 
never  sntnnitted  to  the  Senate,  yet  a  moat  im- 
portant eonvendon,  made  under  that  appoint- 
ment, was  ratified  by  the  Senate ;  so  that  here 
we  l]a*e  oommiasioners  appointed  at  home, 
abroad,  to  Christians  as  well  as  infidels,  in  every 
fwtt,  in  every  character  in  which  the  power 
can  be  exercised,  and  in  every  form  acknowl- 
edged by  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  Govem- 
DMnttobe  constitntional  and  right;  and  yet, 
sir,  it  la  now  undertaken  to  arraign  and  denounce 
it  as  a  usurpation.  The  second  ground  of  accn- 
■otion,  that  the  nomination,  though  mode  in 
the  recess,  was  not  submitted  to  the  Senate 
when  tbey  met,  has  been  anticipated.  It  may 
be  jnstified  on  sereral  gronnds;  which  were 
those  which  actuatad  the  President,  as  T  am 
■ot  m  his  counsels,  I  do  not  know.  It  may  be 
jotifled  on  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  mission 
■  Mcret,  nntil  the  resolt  was  known ;  on  his 
tonttitational  power  of  ori^ating  a  secret 
mission  without  the  co-operation  of  3ie  BenaW ; 
ad  on  the  inutility  of  naming  persons  to  be 
Mnlinned  in  ofBces  which  were  temporary  in 
their  nature,  and  which  must  eznire  before  the 
eoofirmatioQ  by  the  Senato  cotlld  bo  mode,  or 
it  any  rat«  before  it  coold  reach  them.  Thus 
the  treaty  with  the  Porte  havii^  been  completed 
before  the  adjoomment  of  Congress  at  the 
last  session,  it  would  hare  been  useless  to  con- 
firm the  powers  of  the  negotiators.  I  pass  over 
the  argument  to  show  that,  aUhongh  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Offley  particularly  states  that  he  siened 
the  tr«aty  on  Snnday,  yet  he  must  have  been 
ouitiken,  because  no  Christian  in  a  country  of 
infidels  would  be  gnilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
Christian  sabbath.  I  pass  that  over  with  ask- 
TocXL— U 


iog  how  often  we  onrsetves,  when  doty  reqnir- 
ed  it,  have  not  sat  and  deliberated  within  tnesa 

very  walls  on  the  same  sacred  day;  and 
whether  disobedience  to  any  of  onr  lesal  acta, 
done  at  such  a  time,  would  be  eicosed  on  the 
allegation  of  on  impossibility  of  onr  having  been 
gnilty  of  the  breach, 

TnnBaDAT,  February  34. 

Penittntiarg  PwiUhvuntti/Dtullina.OatnbUitg^ 

aTid  Forging  in  (As  Ditinet  <(f  CoHvAia. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Qaxussat,  the  Senate  re- 
Bomed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  pnn- 
ishment  of  crimes  within  the  District  of  Cofnm- 
bia. 

Mr.  0.  s^  that,  when  the  bill  was  last  be- 
fore the  Senate,  debate  arose  on  a  motion  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
HATm)  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  District 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  striking  ont  the 
clause  relative  to  punishment  for  duelling,  or 
being  concerned  in  a  duel  The  amount  and 
importance  of  the  business  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  expediency  of  early  acting  upon  it,  in- 
duced him  to  wuve  any  remarks  at  this  time 
on  the  motion,  that  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
might  at  once  be  taken  upon  it.  If  the  bill  was 
recommitted,  the  committee  would  of  conrse 
report  the  bill  with  the  clause  stricken  ont ; 
and  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  its  recommit- 
ment, because  the  question  might  as  well  ho 

Mr.  Hatnz  explained  the  reasons  why  it  had 
not  been  in  his  power  to  make  the  motion  at 
on  earlier  day.  He  was  desirons  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  particular  clause  of 
the  bill.  If  the  recommitment  took  place,  the 
committee  wonld  either  strike  out  the  clause, 
or  so  modify  it  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Senato.  A  speedy  decision  on  the  bill  was  de- 
sirable, and  he  took  the  occarion  to  say,  that 
if  this  reoonunitment  took  place,  there  wonla 
t)e  no  further  opposition  on  his  part  Under 
the  present  [irovinons  of  the  hilt,  not  only  the 
parties  convicted  of  fighting  a  duel,  hut  the 
bearerof  thechsllenge,  desnrgeon,  &c., — every 
aecessory—'Was  to  be  punished  by  five  yearn' 
hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary.  With  dae 
deference  to  those  who  introdnced  this  clause 
into  the  bill,  he  was  of  opinion  that  so  severe  a 
mode  of  pauishment  would  destroy  the  whole 
object  of  the  provision.  The  punishment  was 
so  severe,  that  no  jnir  would  be  found  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law.  The  punish- 
ment for  crime  should  be  adapted  to  the  preju- 
dices, the  passions,  and  oninlons  of  the  people, 
and  amilder  conrse  wonla  he  found  to  answer  a 
more  practtcot  purpose.  Perhaps  the  better 
conrse  would  be  to  strike  out  the  clanae  ^- 
b^ther  from  the  present  bill,  and  then,  by 
special  statute,  prescribe  the  punishment  for 
duelling.  This  bill  went  farther  than  the  laws 
of  any  State  of  the  Cnion  on  the  subject ;  and 
he  thought  that  if  the  Congress  of  the  United 
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Btotce,  under  the  aospices  of  the  Benfttor  from 
LoQiBiaD&,  ehoold  pua.  a  law  detenniniag  what 
the  puoidimeiit  in  such  cases  should  be,  the 
several  States  would  adopt  the  regulationa  of 
nich  a  Ian-. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recommit- 
t«d  ;  bnt,  at  the  HaggeBtion  of  Kr.  Ohambksh, 
the  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  the  Senate  struck 
out  the  dauae  referred  to  altogether. 

Thus  aroendad,  the  bill  was  psMed. 
l\irin»h  Commimon — Poaer  9f  (i*  JFVwtdant 
to  OnginaU  Mimiatu. 

The  Semite  hanngresomedthe  ooitsideration 
of  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  negotiatorg  of 
the  Tnrkiah  treaty, 

Ur.  Ttlkb  said,  the  Senator  from  Louisiana 
(Ur.  LrTuroeTOn)  had  commenced  the  speech 
which  be  yesterday  delivered,  by  repeating, 
with  much  emphasis,  the  words  "  a  UwlesB  act, 
and  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  Senate." 
These  words  had  fallen  from  my  coUeagae,  s^d 
Ur.  T.,  and  seemed  to  have  excited  the  feelings 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  and,  in  some  degree, 
his  displeasure.  Uy  colleague  requires  no  aid 
from  me,  or  any  other  individual,  to  justify 
either  his  laugnage  or  his  eonducL  The  mo- 
tives of  the  last  wUl  at  all  times  be  above  re- 
proach ;  and  the  language  which  he  may  at  any 
time  use  will  never  fcil  to  convey  most  strongly 
the  idea  which  it  is  intended  to  represent.  I 
will,  however,  say  to  the  honorable  Senator, 
that  if  either  my  colleague  or  myself  use  eipres- 
BioDS  not  familiar  to  the  ears  of  courtiers,  be 
must  excuse  onr  rusticity,  and  ascribe  our  fault 
to  our  oourse  of  eduoation,  and  the  land  from 
which  we  come.  The  inhabitants  of  that  re- 
public are  somewhat  a  bold  and  fearless  race, 
and  practise  upon  a  principle  which  has  been, 
for  sJl  tim&  prevalent  amongst  them,  of  catling 
things  by  their  right  names.  If  an  act  be  done 
without  laWj  they  call  it  lawless;  if  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  right  of  others,  they  say  so,  wbom- 
aoever  it  may  offend. 

The  same  gentleman  has  more  than  intimated 
that  thb  was  not  the  proper  place  for  this  dis- 
ouasion ;  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
carried  it  on  in  secret  session.  I  diS'er  with 
him  in  this,  as  in  much  else.  By  and  by  I  shall 
show  that  the  opportnnity  was  not  afforded 
mitil  the  bill  npon  your  table  came  up  for  con- 
tideratioa ;  hut  if  it  had  been,  our  secret  cham- 
ber is  no  place  for  tBe  discussion  of  a  great 
oonstitutiono]  question.  It  was  proper  in  every 
point  of  view,  that  the  debate  should  be  in 
this  place.  Here  before  the  public,  the  attack 
should  be  made.  In  the  face  of  the  world  our 
reasons  should  be  given  for  our  conrse  of  con- 
duct, and  for  the  attitude  we  assume  npon  this 
important  enbjeot.  This  discussion  has  been 
forced  upon  ns,  from  what  motives,  and  for 
what  ends,  I  leave  to  others  to  determine.  Ev- 
ery Senator  here  can  testify  that  my  colleague, 
in  a  day  or  two  after  taking  his  seat  this  ses- 
non,  announced  his  opposition  to  the  conrse 
which  had  been  pdtnied  in  regard  to  the  late 
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misrioQ  to  Oonstaatinople.  The  Secretary  of 
State  knew  his  opinions  at  an  early  day,  and 
yet  the  pitun,  the  obvioua,  the  palpable  conne 
by  which  all  controversy  might  have  been 
avoided,  has  been  made  to  yield  to  this.  Tba 
torch  of  discord  has  been  thrown  among  n^ 
and  the  unity  of  the  party  with  which  we  bare, 
with  but  one  exception,  acted,  is  for  the  time 
broken  up.  This  cl^m  of  individuals,  rerttng 
m««ly  on  a  ooutract  with  the  President,  is  di- 
verted from  the  ordinary  conrse  of  private  and 
individual  legislation,  and  attempted  to  be 
thrust  into  the  general  appropriation  bilL 

I  am  aware  of  tlie  effect  of  this,  whatever 
the  design.  A  hue  and  cry  is  to  be  raised  rt 
oar  heels.  An  anecdote  will  serve  to  iUuitnte 
its  character.  The  night  succeeding  the  dayoD 
which  my  colleague  delivered  his  powerful  *r- 
gnment  on  this  question,  the  ice  m  the  Poto- 
mac was  put  in  motion,  and,  pressed  on  by  the 
mountain  torrent  prodnced  by  the  thaw,  cu- 
ried  of  a  part  of  the  bridge  connecting  this 
with  the  Virginia  shore.  A  gentiemsn  gar* 
me  the  information,  and  said,  with  archnoa, 
the  connection  between  Virginia  and  the  Fres- 
ideut's  mansion  is  now  severed.  Uy  collesgne's 
speech  doubtless  produced  the  thaw ;  aoo  to 
him,  also,  will  be  ascribed  whatever  evil  shall 
arise  fh>m  this  discnsdon.  All  are  esteemtd 
schismatics  who  oppose  themselves,' no  matter 
upon  what  ground,  to  an  error  committed ;  ud 
we  shall  be  pronounced  heretics  by  the  political 
Catholic  church.  In  other  words,  an  act  is  dime 
which  in  our  consoienoee  we  cannot  t4TiroTe-|- 
which  those  who  have  the  management  cf  thu 
affair  are  told  in  advance  we  cannot  approvei 
and  then  we  all  are  to  be  denounced  as  Khis- 
maticB,  and  all  the  vials  of  wrath  are  to  be 
emptied  on  our  heads.  This,  sir,  is  aper- 
version  of  all  Justice,  of  all  moral  rule.  Thou 
who  perpetrate  the  error,  iBust  surely  be  re- 
sponsible for  consequences  resulting  from  it. 

It  is  our  duty,  Mr.  President,  under  all  at- 
cumstancea,  and  however  situated,  to  be  fUth- 
ful  to  the  constitution,  £ito  perpctva  shonld 
be  the  motto  of  all  in  regard  to  that  iDBtn- 
ment,  and  more  emphatically  those  into  whose 
hands  it  is  committed  by  the  parties  to  tbe 
compact  of  union.  Sir,  parties  may  succeed, 
and  will  succeed  each  other ;  stars  that  shine 
with  brilliancy  to-day,  may  be  etmck  from  theu- 
spheres  to-morrow ;  convulsion  may  follow  con- 
Tulsion ;  the  battlements  may  rook  about  na, 
and  the  storm  rage  in  its  wildest  fury;  bat 
while  the  constitntion  is  preserved  intioUtei 
the  libertiee  of  the  country  will  be  secure. 
When  we  are  asked  to  lay  down  the  eonstila- 
tion  upon  the  ahrine  of  party,  our  answer  ft 
the  price  demanded  is  too  graat.  If  required 
to  pass  over  its  violation  in  ralence,  we  replji 
that  to  do  so  wgnld  be  infidelity  to  our  trust, 
and  treason  to  those  who  sent  us  here.  ^ 
constant  effort  of  Virginia  has  been  direcIM 
to  its  preservation ;  the  political  conflict  of  w 
hour  has  never  led  her  to  yield  it  for  »  *?' 
staaL    No  matter  with  what  solemnity  the  Ti- 
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olstioa  has  been  attended ;  althongb  Bonctiooed 
bj  the  two  Hooses  of  Congress  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  confirmed  by 
lodicial  decUion,  she  has  not  halted  in  her  doty. 
Bow  liUle,  then,  ehould  we  be  entitled  to  rep- 
reMQt  her,  if  we  could  to  far  forget  onrselves 
■a  to  hobble  in  oar  ooarse.  Let  me,  air,  be  dls- 
tiactlf  luideratood.  I  lay  down  uo  rule  for 
others.  Seoaton  here  will  prescribe  rules  for 
fiwmselveB.  Ko  doubt  all  will  be  governed  by 
motivea  eooally  pnre  and  honorable ;  bnt,  hold- 
injr  the  opinioas  which  I  do  apon  this  sabjeot, 
I  ahoold  esteem  mjrself  the  veriest  recreant  to 
mj'  most  solemn  obligation^  if  I  oonld  bring 
mjaelf  to  support  this  appropriation. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  pronounced 
it  a  new  discovery  which  we  have  made — a 
new  diaoovery,  Ai  t  Was  it  not  proved  to  the 
Senate  the  ouier  day,  that  the  power  had  al- 
Wi^B  been  denied  to  the  President  of  sending 
ICoisters  to  foreign  ooarts  of  his  own  mere  mo- 
tion !  Sir,  neither  the  discovery  ia  new,  nor 
tho  doctrine ;  both  are  as  old  as  the  constitu- 
tion itself  as  I  shall  presently  demonstrate, 
from  the  very  letter  of  tbat  instmment  What 
was  that  question  which  bnt  a  few  years  since 
(Urided  this  Senate  I  What  wss  the  ~ 
,   but  the  bone,  flesh,  and  s 


onestioa,    ] 


[Mr.  LivmasrroTi  explained.  He  had  spoki 
of  secret  agencies :  no  one  had  ever  olject«c 
to  them  as  nnoonstitutional.] 

Sir,  said  Ur.  Ttlbs,  this  is  no  secret  agency. 
ID  the  dipLomatio  sense,  but  a  secret  embassy, 
or  misHou.  Bnt  let  ns  return  to  the  Panama 
qoeslion.  What  was  that?  Nothing  more  than 
*  mere  abstract  declaration  made  by  Ur.  Ad- 
ims,  that  "ttie  right  to  depnte  Ministers  without 
the  interpontion  of  the  Senate,  fell  within  the 
eompatency  of  the  Exeontive  power.  He  did 
not  appoint,  however,  but,  as  the  constitution 
reqaired,  nominated  persons  to  the  Senate  for 
its  advice  and  consent )  and  yet  what  was  the 
coone  patBuedl  There  then  stood  on  this 
floor,  aran  to  arm,  and  shoulder  to  shoolder, 
tiiaeteen  Senators,  who,  with  their  shields  in- 
ierlocked;  moved  with  the  irresistible  force  of 
the  Spartan  phalanx  upon  that  enemy-principle 
which  threatened  to  overthrow  the  constita- 
tiOQ.  The  present  Secratary  of  the  Kavy 
■uoTed  the  resolution  in  the  following  words, 


"  Rtmlited,  as  the  otJnion  of  the  Benate, 
Htbt  claim  of  powen  thoa  set  Dp  by  the  Execotlve 
Bigbt.  if  mffared  to  pan  unooticed  by  the  Senate, 
be  bertiileT  ralied  upon  Ut  justif;  the  exercise  of  a 
■unilir  power,  thej  owe  It  to  tDemselvea  and  the 
Sutca  thcv  repreaent,  to  protest,  and  they  do  here- 
lij  >alemnly,  but  leapeclfuUy,  protect,  ag^nat  the 

Mark  yon,  sir— a  mere  claim  set  np.  The 
ipprehengion  that  that  might  be  called  into 
pncedent,  to  justify  the  exerdse  of  a  similar 
pover  by  some  fntnre  Executive  was  snfBcient 
(o  produce  so  solemn  a  retolation  as  that  which 
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I  have  read.  Let  us  look  to  what  was  nttered 
in  debate  on  that  question.  The  Btat«  of  the 
vote  has  already  been  mentioned.  I  will  read 
to  the  Senate  some  of  the  remarks  which  fdl 
from  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Be- 
fore T  do  BO,  however,  let  me  speak  my  honest 
convictions.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  had 
any  agency  in  advising  this  mission  to  Constan- 
tinople. I  do  not  believe  that  he  conid  be 
gnilty  of  an  inconsistency  so  gross  and  palpa- 
ble. No  man  has  more  coofldenoe  in  the  firm- 
ness of  his  adhesion  to  the  principles  of  the 
oonstdtution  than  myself.  In  nis  attaohment  to 
the  great  doctrines  of  the  democratic  party,  he 
is  a  fit  and  proper  representative  of  the  State 
of  which  he  is  a  native — a  Stat«  which  baa 
been  distinguished  by  nothing  more  strongly 
than  by  her  onifonu  devotioh  to  the  constitu- 
tion. That  star  in  onr  political  galaxy  has 
shed  "  disastrous  twilight,"  or  undeivone 
eclipse.  Sir,  I  speak  not  ex  eaVudra.  I  have 
bad  no  syllable  of  conversation  with  that  gen- 
Ueman;  bnt,  from  my  knowledge  fk  his  ctnar- 
acter,  and  other  eirenmstances,  I  am  led  to  the 
opinion  which  I  have  expressed.  "I  view," 
s^d  Hr.  Branch,  referring  to  the  resolntion, 
'*  the  nsurpation  which  it  notices  and  purports 
to  repel  as  a  link  in  the  chun,  threatening  the 
most  portentous  and  oalamitona  consequences 
to  the  liberties  of  this  people."  "  Isolated,  nn- 
coDQScted  with  any  tfamg  else,  yet  so  plainly 
and  palpably  conflicting  with  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  oonstitotion,  it  ia  truly  appaUing 
to  the  friends  of  liberty."  And  again :  "  it  ia 
time  to  re-enact  magna  charta ;  It  Is  time  to  re- 
assert the  principles  of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence." The  mere  assertion  by  the  Pred- 
dent  that  he  poseeased  the  power  of  appointing 
Ministers,  ana  of  originating  a  mission,  without 
consulting  the  Senate,  produoed  these  strong 
expressions.  Magna  charta  was  violated,  and 
the  principles  of  the  Qovernment  required  to  be 
re-asserted.  I  might  mnltiply  quotatioiu  trota 
the  same  speech,  all  equally  impressive,  but  I 
will  pass  to  that  delivered  on  the  same  ques- 
tion by  a  gentleman,  then  a  Senator,  now  a 
member  from  Eeutnoky  in  the  other  Honse.    I 
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order  to  exhibit  his  strong  oonviotions  o 
cWm  of  power  set  np  by  Mr,  Adsms.  [Mr. 
Ttub  here  read  ftom  Mr.  Johwboh's  speech.] 
"  I  think  I  might  risk  the  deoiraon  of  this  qnes- 
tion  upon  tiie  nazard  of  a  nniversal  and  unani- 
mous opinion  as  to  the  plain  common  sense 
meaning  of  the  constitution."  To  cite  passages 
equally  strong  from  the  speeches  of  others, 
would  not  bedifflcnlt.  The  opinions  then  nt- 
tered by  my  colleague  are  the  same  that  he  has 
enforced  in  this  debate.  Bnt  I  will  give  you 
the  expressions  and  opinions  of  a  genUeman 
who  stands  more  immediately  coimeoted  with 
the  proceeding  now  the  subject  of  discussioa. 
I  mean  the  Secretary  of  State — the  person  im- 
mediately charged  with  the  management  of  onr 
diplomatic  rel^ons — one  upon  whose  advioe 
the  President  donbtlesa  reposed  with  ooofl- 
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dfiDM.  I  have  found  no  speech  of  hb  reported 
on  Vr.  Branch's  resolutdon,  and  imanne  tbat 
ho  delivered  none ;  bat  he  spoke  on  t£e  Pana- 
ma qnestlon,  properlj  bo  caJled,  and  sobse- 
quently  oo  the  Tolas  of  the  Senate.  Let  ns  see 
his  speech  on  the  flrat  question.  [Here  Ur.  T. 
reed  from  that  speech.]  "  The  roeasnre  is 
deemed  to  be  (that  of  sending  Uinisters  to  Pan- 
ama without  previondj  consnlting  the  Senate) 
vithin  the  oouHtitntional  competency  of  the 
Executive ;  that  we  are  onlj  consolted  to  ob- 
tain oar  opinion  an  ita  expedieno]',  and  beoanse 
it  is  neceesarr  to  come  to  ns  for  an  appropria- 
tion, without  which  the  measure  cannot  be  car- 
ried into  effect.  Yet,  sir,  the  first  blow  that 
was  struck  in  that  oreat  contest  which  snbse- 
quentlj  conTulsed  tne  country,  and  the  first 
voice  that  was  rused  to  arrest  the  cnirent  of 
events  then  setting  in,  (speaking  of  the  sugges- 
tion which  was  made  hj  the  f  rst  Adams  rela- 
tive to  the  missiou  to  Berlin,)  were  on  points, 
to  all  substantial  purposes,  identical  with  the 
present.  Is  it  not  a  atartlbg,  if  not  an  omi- 
nous circumstance,  that  so  soon  under  the  pres- 
ent adminietration  wo  shonld  have  presented 
to  ns,  in  snch  bold  relief,  doctrines  and  princi- 
ples, which,  in  the  first  year  of  that  to  which  I 
have  referred,  laid  the  principlee  of  the  most 
bitter  and  nnrelenting  feuds  t  Does  the  anal- 
ogy stop  here  t  The  men  who  then  opposed 
the  miasion  to  Berlin  were  denounced  aa  op^- 
sitionista— as'afactiou  who  sought  the  gratifi- 
cation of  their  personal  views  at  the  expense 
(J  the  public  good.  They  were  lampooned  and 
vilified  bj  all  the  presses  supporting  and  snp- 
ported  by  the  Government,  and  a  host  of  ma- 
licious parawtfls  generated  by  its  patronspe," 
Yes,  tat,  and  we  shall  be  lampooned  and  vilified 
for  the  course  which  we  now  pursue.  My  ool- 
leatme  read  correctlj  the  handwriting  on  the 
wbIL  What  was  fact  formerly  will  be  fact 
again.  But  let  the  atorm  rage,  if  it  shall  be  so 
willed  by  those  who  control  the  operations  of 
particular  presses;  I  stand  here  Uie  advocate 
of  (he  constitution,  and,  if  necessary,  I  am 
ready  to  become  the  victim  in  its  place. 

1  am  not  yet  done  with  the  Secretary  of 
State.  I  will  read  yon  a  paragraph  from  a 
speech  delivered  by  him  on  what  woe  common- 
ly o^ed  "  the  rules  of  the  Senate,"  a  apeecb 
delivered  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
on  this  floor : 

"  Tbe  same  diiporition  to  limit  the  popular  bnmch 
was  forcibly  illnatnted  In  the  discunioni  of  the 
foreign  intercouree  bill  in  179B.  It  was  npcn  Uwt 
occasion  contended,  and  auccestiiiUj,  too,  that  tbe 
House  of  Repreeentativei  had  no  discretion  opon 
the  question  of  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of 
such  ioteroourse  with  foreign  nations  aa  the 
Premdent  saw  Bl  to  estibtlsh ;  that  they  would  be 
juatlj  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  gross  delio- 
quencj  if  they  hesitated  to  make  prorision  for  the 
salaiies  of  such  foreign  Ministers  as  the  Prerident 
with  the  assent  of  tbe  Senate  should  appoinl. 
What  would  be  the  feelings  of  real  and  unchanged 
KpobUcans  in  relation  to  such  doctrine!  at  this  day  T 


Asaodated  with  then  was  tbe  bold  avowal  that  U 
beloD^d  to  the  Prerident  alone  to  decide  on  the 
propnely  of  the  mission  ;  and  that  all  the  conitHn- 
tlonal  agencj  which  the  Senate  conid  of  risbl  have, 
was  to  pass  on  the  fituese  of  the  Indfridnals  select- 
ed as  Hiniiiers.  It  was  pretenaiona  like  tbeae,  said 
Mr.  Van  Bnreo,  aided  by  unceadng  tndicatioDf 
both  in  the  internal  and  external  movements  of  the 


conceived  to  cbsnge  the  Government  from  its 
umple  and  republican  form  to  one,  if  not  monsreh* 
ical,  at  leaat  too  energetic  for  ttte  temper  of  the 
American  people." 

Indeed,  rir,  the  avowal  that  the  Prerident 
alone  possessed  the  power  to  de<nde  on  the  pro- 
priety of  a  misrion,  and  that  all  our  a^ey 
consisted  in  determining  on  the  fitness  ot  tbs 
ICniatcr  to  be  sent,  if  not  monsrobical,  ia  at 
least  too  enereetic  in  its  tendency,  bold,  and 
somewhat  recklesB;  and  yet  a  mindon  ori^- 
nated,  and  not  even  the  names  of  the  Minister* 
sent  into  the  Senate ;  and  that,  too,  notwith- 
standing a  long  session  of  that  body  had,  in 
ftct,  intervened.  Why,  «r,  here  is  not  only  a 
bold  avowal,  but  the  aotnol  execntion  of  that 
avowal  with  a  vengeanoe.  Not  only  no  preri- 
ous  consultation  with,  but  no  nomination  even 
ever  submitted.  The  Secretary  also  voted  for 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Branch  in  the  only  fbnn 
in  which  he  could  expreaa  his  opinion.  Ai^ 
yet,  "ere  those  shoes  were  old,"  with  which 
he  followed  (not "  like  Niobe,  oil  tears,"  but  with 
a  heart  fell  of  joy  and  gladness)  the  last  admin- 
istration to  its  grave,  the  same  doctrine  is  cai^ 
riod  into  ftill  practice.  Wh*t,  air,  mate  war 
upon  an  abstraction ;  cause  the  thunders  to 
roll  and  the  lightnings  to  fiasfa,  in  order  to  an- 
nihilate a  mere  abstraction,  and  yet  call  ^^ 
ns  to  sanction  its  practical  application!  Will 
gentlemen  recant  thus  their  opinions  solemnly 
recorded  f  ShaU  it  be  smd  that  we  can  give 
two  readings  to  the  constitution,  and  that  that 
which  la  nnconstltntional  in  Mr.  Adams's  time 
betmmes  right  and  proper  under  General  Jack- 
son ?  Shall  we  put  off  our  opinions  with  as 
muchfadlityaawe  do  our  ^ovoB?  Have  we 
not  good  grounds  totMmplain  of  the  Secretary 
of  Bute,  if  he  advised  this  mission  t  and  mat 
he  did  so  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  doubt.  Has 
not  the  whole  Jaelaon  j»rty  c * ""■ 


plain  I  Was  there  any  qnestlon  on  which  thrt 
party  etood  ao  deeply  committed  as  on  tnisT 
None,  rir ;  not  one. 

Even  if  there  existed  an  aptness  in  tbe  ossM 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Loniwana  as 
fnmishing  precedents  to  justify  this  wisnoo, 
howsoever  they  might  influence  the  President, 
they  can  furnish  no  excuse  for  the  Secretary, 
his  couBtitntional  adviser.  Those  cases  wert 
all  paraded  in  the  discnssion  on  the  Panwna 

Snestion ;  they  were  commented  on,  and  their 
>roe  overthrown.  Can  an  actor  in  that  pro- 
ceeding now  repoee  for  his  justification  on 
precedents  which  bad  been  declared  of  no  fores 
or  effect?    Let  U  not  bo  said  that  the  Fresi- 
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dent  u  alone  U^ble  to  b«  qQestioned.  The  con- 
(tindon  has  pl&oed  aronnd  him  advUera  in  the 
MTtnl  depaiimenta,  and  for  the  connBel  thej 
nitj  give  nim  thej  are  anawerabU^  not  only  to 
him,  but  to  pablio  opinion. 
Bnt,  Mr.  Prerident,  we  are  told  by  the  Sena- 


i>  an  old  MTing,  and  a  very  wise  one — "  save 
ns  from  onr  friends,  and  we  will  take  cAre  of 
cmr  enemies ;"  and  never  was  it  more  applica- 
ble  Oiau  on  the  present  occasion.  If  an  at- 
tempt la  made  to  cicnse  a  thing,  and  the  eicnse 
prove  insufficient,  better  by  a  hnndred  timet) 
had  it  never  been  nr^ad.  Why,  air,  if  these 
were  not  pablio  agents,  what  in  the  name  of 
common  lenge  were  they  t  formerly,  and  no 
donbt  atii  BtiU  the  case,  kings  and  potentates 
had  their  private  ambassadors.  They  are  de~ 
pated  to  transact  some  matter  appertaining 
soldj  to  the  King,  their  master.  They  may  be 
diarged,  like  an  Earl  of  Snffudk  in  former 
timei,  to  n^atdat«  a  treat;  of  marriage ;  or, 
Hke  lomeboay  else,  to  preeent  congratulations 
Ml  tbe  birth  of  an  heir  apparent,  or  to  purchase 
a  crown  Jewd.  These  woold,  indeed,  tte  pri- 
vite  agents,  sneh  as  the  President,  not  as  Pre»- 
idcDt,  bnt  as  an  individnal,  may  employ.  Bat 
*ho  would  think  for  a  moment  of  ijnart«ring 
inch  agents  on  the  Treasmyt  Sir,  it  is  the  em- 

Sloyment  which  gives  character  to  the  agent 
r  lent  on  a  high  embassy,  involving  the  com- 
Dierrisl  interests  of  the  country,  whether  his 
eharacter  be  publicly  known  or  not,  is  wholly 
ifflmiterial ;  and  the  very  qnotation  from  Mar- 
tens, which  he  has  relied  on,  is  snfflcient  to  sat- 
isfy the  Senator  of  this :  for,  tays  that  writer, 
"Kcret  embassies  are  of  many  aorts." 

If  the  conrt  to  whioh  he  is  sent  (speaking  of 
one  employed  on  a  teoret  embassy)  "be  in- 
brmed  of  the  object  of  bis  mission,  be  ought 
to  be  granted  all  the  inviolability  doe  to  him  as 
liinisler."  Did  Mr.  Rhind  make  known  to 
the  Porte  his  tme  chart«ot«r?  Was  he  not 
recognized  in  that  character!  Did  be  not  es- 
hibit  hii  ctedentiala,  entqr  into  a  negotiation, 
■od  conclude  a  treaty  of  eoromerce  and  nsvi- 
gsIioQt  Who  doubts  this!  The  fact  that  the 
trutj  is  ratified,  speaks  all  that  I  ask.  But, 
Br,  in  what  a  lamentable  ooution  is  this  argn- 
ii»nt  of  the  gentleman  placed  hy  the  Presi- 
dent's own  avowal,  made  bat  a  day  since  in 
the  bee  of  the  pnbUo  I  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  containing  a  mes- 
■sgs  from  Qie  President  to  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
FEMntstives,  covering  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bhind 
on  the  subject  of  certtun  fine  Arabian  steeds 
praented  to  turn  by  the  SoltAO.  [Here  Mr.  T. 
read  a  portion  of  Mr.  Rhind's  lett«r,  in  which 
be  uses  the  following  language:]  "Although 
thii  was  evidently  not  intended  to  me  (speaking 
"J  &e  present)  in  my  official  capacity,  smoe  the 
Hkistm  were  aware  I  codld  not  aooept  them 
» ■neb,  stilt  the  gift  was  one  that  conld  not  be 
returned  witiiont  ^vlng  offence."  And,  but 
fur  Lis  offidal  capacity,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  why  ibonld' 


Congress  be  tronbled  with  the  snbject  at  all  t 
The  mandate  of  the  constitution  interposes  with 
the  declaration,  "that  no  person  holding  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  Unit^  States 
shall,  without  the  consent  of  Ooogress,  accept 
of  any  present,  &c.,  from  any  king,  prince,  or 
foreign  Stata."  The  President,  then,  acknowl- 
edges Mr.  Rhind  to  have  been  an  officer  of 
Government',  and,  as  I  am  indifferent  abont 
names,  if  gentlemen  choose  to  unminister  Mr. 
Rhind,  if  1  may  coin  a  phrase,  I  care  not,  so 
they  do  not  deny  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the 
Government,  The  language  of  the  constitution 
embraces  as  well  the  case  of  an  officer,  how- 
ever subordinate,  as  of  an  envoy  extraordina- 
ry. But^  sir,  if  the  circumstance  of  these  p«r- 
Bons  havmg  been  engaged  on  a  secret  mission 
converts  them  into  mere  secret  agents  of  the 
President,  I  beg  to  know  what  bMomee  of  lu 
when  we  go  into  secret  session.  Do  we  cease 
to  bo  public  agents  while  sitting  with  closed 
doors  ?  True,  we  sit  not  then  in  public,  but  in 
secret ;  bnt  what  new  credentials  are  made  out 
for  ust  Away,  then,  with  these  flimsy  apolo- 
gies. Let  us  meet  this  question  boldly  and  fear- 
lessly. Let  us  tell  the  President  that  he  has 
erred.  Let  ns  be  true  to  ourselves,  to  our  con- 
sUtnents,  bat,  above  all,  to  the  constitntion. 
What  is  the  language  of  that  high  instrument! 
"He  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint 
ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers  and 
consuls.  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  ap- 
pointments ore  not  herein  provided  for  and  es- 
tablished by  law."  The  obligation  to  nominate 
is  one  thing,  that  to  appoint  another.  An  ap- 
pointment cannot  precede  a  nomination,  nor 
can  it  talie  place  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  Did  the  President  nomi- 
nate these  commiBsioners,  these  ambassador^ 
these  official  agents !  Gentlemen  can  take  their 
choice  of  terms.  Ko.  Did  he  appoint  them  t 
Tes ;  no  one  doubts  it.  Has  he  appointed 
them  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  I  So :  for  no  nomination  ever  was 
submitted  to  the  Senate.  What,  then,  is  the 
inference  I  It  is  plain  and  palpable ;  I  need 
not  express  it.  Sir,  is  not  this  enough  to  give 
us  pause!  Language  cannot  l>e  clearer,  sense 
more  nninoumbered,  or  injunction  more  obvi- 


true  character  has  been  made  known,  as  to 
those  sent  by  President  Jackson.  No  one  can 
sanction  the  one  and  disapprove  the  other,  or 
disapprove  the  one  and  sanction  the  other.  By 
a  snbseqnent  clanse  in  the  oonstitntion,  author- 
ity is  ffiven  to  the  President  to  fill  vacancies 
occnmng  daring  the  recess.  No  man  can  mis- 
take the  true  meaning  of  that  clause — vacan- 
cies which  occur  between  session  and  session  of 
Congress  should  be  filled  by  the  President ;  bnt 
he  is  bound  to  nominate  to  the  Senate  daring 
the  session  succeeding  each  appointment:  and 
to  guard  and  limit  thia  power,  the  comnujsion 
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vonld  iavest  the  Presideot  with  anlimited 
nnootitrdUble  poww.   Cui  ne  posaiblr  mistake 
a  text  (O  i^unl  J,  >o  clearlj  ezpresBed  1 

I  have  read  to  Uie  Senate  tne  clanM  in  tlie 
GonatitatioD  relating  to  this  subject.  I  have 
aaid  ttiat  no  man  ooold  mistake  the  meaning.  I 
beg  leave  to  recant  that  expreasion.  There  is 
one  class  of  men  who  may  constme  it  differ- 
ently' :  atateamen,  they  call  tbemaetvee 
more  like  stateemen  of  former  times,  "  than  I 
to  Hercnlea,"  Thej  belong  not  to  the  earth, 
nor  deal  with  it  joAly :  their  spnm  the  ground 
on  which  the^  walk.  Following  the  li^ta  of 
a  bewildered  imagination,  tbej  rush  into  epeo- 
utatione,  and,  in  tneir  mad  career,  tiwnple  on- 
der  foot  rights  natural  and  cliartered.  The 
'  oonstitntion  presenta  no  barrier  in  the  way. 
Ita  langnage,  nowerer  simple  and  plain,  is  « 
stmed  into  an  amb^ons  test  to  anit  their  m 
ona  deidgns.  Every  thing  is  too  plain  and  si 
pie  for  th«r  vast  minds.  They  go  for  aplt 
dor ;  and  what  does  not  glitter,  is  regarded  as 
worthlees.  Uay  heaven,  in  its  goodness,  re- 
lieve us  fhim  all  the  tribe.  Sir,  I  take  the  aiia- 
ple,  onambigDOns  language  of  the  oonstitntion 
aa  I  find  iL  I  will  not  inquire  what  it  ahoold 
be,  but  wbat  it  is,  when  I  come  to  decide  upon 
it.  The  viadum  of  oar  iUnstrioas  anoestMV 
framed  it;  and  when  I  am  asked  to  exchange 
it  for  the  policy  of  the  hour,  I  answer,  nay. 
No  matter  by  what  ciroamstances  I  may  be  sur- 
rounded—abased,  slandered,  vilified,  as  macb 
as  my  bitterest  enemiee  may  please — this  siiall 
be  my  answer  :  Every  day's  ex^rience  aatisfiea 
me,  that,  amidst  all  the  turmoil  and  confyiucm 
of  parties,  the  flrat  post  of  safety  ia,  to  stand 
by  the  oonstitntion;  the  second  poet  of  aafety 
ia,  to  atand  by  the  oonatitatjon ;  and  the  lost 
post  of  safetf  is,  to  stand  by  the  oonstitntion. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Biokkb- 
80n)  cited,  aa  matter  of  liigtory,  the  nomination 
by  the  elder  Adams,  in  1T99,  of  Mr.  Smith,  as 
Minister  to  the  Porte ;  for  what  pnrpose  I  am 
at  a  lose  to  imagine.  The  appointment  was 
made,  bat  not  accepted.  In  my  conception,  it 
operates  disadvantageously  to  the  recent  pro- 

When  a  boy,  I  learned  that  the  elder  Adama 
was  the  advocate  of  strong  government.  Be 
had  held  op,  by  his  writings,  the  British  Gov- 
eniment  as  the  moat  atupendous  fabric  of  hu- 
man invention ;  and  yet  he  deemed  it  hb 
bounden  dnty  to  aend  no  Minister  to  Coostanti- 
nt^le  withont  previonsly  sabmittiug  the  nomi' 
nation  to  the  Senate.  Was  there  any  greater 
necesNty  for  dtnog  so  in  this  instaooe  than  in 
that !  The  objects  were  the  same.  If  it  be 
aald  that  secrecy  was  more  necessary  now  than 
then,  might  not  the  message  have  eiyoined  se- 
crecy I  And  is  there  any  man  here  who  woald 
have  betrayed  his  trost?  But,  sir,  are  the 
forms  of  the  constitntion  to  be  disregarded  be- 
oaose  the  Execative  may  deem  it  proper  to 
keep  from  the  knowledge  of  the  world  its 
schemes  of  dipkonao;  t    What  is  this  but  to ' 


make  the  £xectitive  anperi(«  to  tlie  coDstitii- 

With  regard  to  the  precedents  relied  upoB  in 
this  deliate,  I  have  one  anawer  for  all  of  tb«n ; 
and  it  is,  that,  even  if  they  were  all  in  point, 
the  oonstitntion  would  remun  oncbaDged. 
Shall  we  consecrate  abuse!  Shall  we  [uead 
precedent  to  justify  error  !  Is  the  lec^slatioa 
of  Congress,  or  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Department,  above  the  constitntion  t  Shall 
the  creature  clwm  to  control  the  creator  t  File 
preoedeot  apon  precedent  until  yon  make  Oasa 
like  a  wart,  and  yet  no  snfiident  jnstificatMMi  ia 
fnniished  for  the  Eiecntive.  Sir,  I  am  willing 
to  sdmit  ttiat  tbe^  precedents  may  be  ni^ge£ 
and  I  oare  not  how  aacoeeefully,  in  excose  of 
the  President.  They  have  misled  othei^  and 
why  not  him  t  But  in  mycn>inion  hehaa  been 
misled,  and  it  is  my  scdemn  daty  to  aoy  so. 

My  colleague  has  antiiupated  the  answer  to 
all  those  caaee,  and  it  wotud  be  idle  for  me  to 
tread  upon  the  ground  over  which  be  haa  gone. 
They  have  no  just  application  to  the  qaeetion 
now  nnder  disoossion.  Much  stress  is  laid  on 
the  oircomstanoe  that  treaties  have  been  nego- 
tiated by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  I  do 
not  mean  to  decide  a  qnestitm  not  before  me, 
bat  I  can  well  ooncelve  a  marked  and  strong 
difierence  between  that  case  and  this.  The 
Secretary  of  State  ia  an  officer  known  to  exist- 
ing laws.  He  is  nominated  to,  and  appointed 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  is  charged  with  the  diplomatic  rela- 
tions of  the  country.  With  Miniaters  near  this 
Oovenunent,  it  is  his  duty  to  carry  on  corre- 
spondence. He  is  tbe  trae  constitational  chan- 
nel through  which  the  sentiments  of  the  Prem- 
dent  are  made  known  to  foreign  nations )  and 
I  can  see  no  great  impropriety  in  the  Presi- 
dent's investing  him  wiUi  power  to  sign  a  treaty 
which  the  Secretary  has  himself  negotiated,  and 
to  exchange  its  ratiScatioua.  But,  air,  to  make 
that  case  parallel  with  the  present,  ims^e  that 
the  President  commisdons  him  as  a  Minister  to 
a  foreign  country,  without  Buy  nomination  to 
the  Senate ;  or,  suppose  he  appoints  him  Secre- 
tary of  State,  without  the  aanction  or  anthori^ 
of  the  Senate ;  then  »  case  like  tliat  under  dis- 
cussion arises ;  and  the  answer  to  both  is  the 
same — the  constitution  forbids  it. 

I  have  expressed  to  you  candidly  my  own 
convictions  up<iu  thia  eut^eot ;  many  gentlemea 
wilt,  no  doubt,  take  oppowto  views  from  those 
I  entertain.  If  bo,  I  know  how  to  tolerate  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  between  men.    Such  Sen- 


duty  is  BtraiahL^and  I  shall  walk  in  it.  Shall 
I  duplease  the  President  by  doing  so  t  If  I  do 
I  cannot  help  it  Bat  I  claim  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  niH  example ;  end  bright  and  glo- 
rious is  that  example.  When  he  exercised  bis 
veto  over  certain  bills  during  the  last  session  of 
Oongress,  be  had  my  most  unqualified  applause. 
I  have  seen  much  in  his  career  to  applaua.  The 
patriot  who  has  shed  bis  blood  on  the  embst- 
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tied  phia  in  behalf  of  his  oooDtrr,  will  not 
hesitate  to  approve  the  effort  which  is  made  to 
MTe  th«  cooititatiaii  from  the  effect  of  an  error 
into  which  he  mar  have  EalleD.  He  ratiflee  no 
eiTot  of  on™.  The  two  Hoaies  of  Congreas, 
DO  donbt  with  Mlemn  convictions  of  both  its 
expsdienef  and  constitnbonatitj,  pass  a  bill, 
which,  in  his  eetiotation,  inft'lnges  on  the  oon- 
ttitalioa ;  with  Bomwi  flrmneas  he  forbida  ita 
bamming  a  law.  SliaU  we  rival  tfaia  example, 
or  shall  we  be  leas  faithful  to  the  tniat  confioed 
to  nsT  The  differeDt  departmente  of  the  Oov- 
smment  are  intended  to  eheek  each  other.  In 
1^  Legjelatore  each  branch  has  a  cheek  npon 
the  other,  and  the  PreaideDt  on  both,  while 
taeh  has  a  check  on  him.  We  will  do  our 
daty  then,  as  becomee  as. 

It  is,  howeTer,  repeated,  that  it  is  now  too 
l*(e  to  object  -,  we  snonld  have  objected  to  rat- 
iiyine  the  treaty.  I  had  hoped  not  to  have 
baard  this  argnnieiit  repeated,  after  the  oonoln- 
Mve  anawer  which  was  given  to  it  by  my  ool- 
leagM.  When  a  treaty  is  snbmitted  to  the  Sen- 
ile, the  only  qneation  which  properly  ariaea  is, 
mtnly,  Is  it  good^  or  is  it  bad  t  If  the  first,  it 
dionld  be  ralified ;  if  the  last,  r^ectod.  The 
Ptesident  is  invected  with  fnll  power  to  nego- 
liate  all  treatjes ;  and  when  he  aska  an  appro- 
priation to  the  IGnialera  employed  in  negotiat- 
log  it,  the  qaestion  then  for  the  first  time  oomes 
op,  as  to  the  14k>lity  of  their  ai>pointinent. 
Hera,  then,  is  our  reason  fornot  having  diaonss- 
ed  tliia  matter  in  secret  seerion,  apart  from  all 
others.  Bot,  fnrthermore,  two  altemativea 
were  preaenteid,  and  we  had  a  right  to  exercise 
isoaod  discretion  in  choosing  between  them. 
T«  would  obriotisly  take  that  which  would 
produce  the  slightest  iqjnry.  Again,  it  is  sud 
that  we  have  taken  to  onrselvea  the  benefit  of 
cdNrt'  labor,  and  we  ooght  to  pay  for  it.  No 
one  denies  it.  It  has  never  been  dented.  Bat 
I  tike  it  that  there  is  a  manifest  differenee  be- 
tweea  an  applioatioD  made  by  the  Ooremment, 
•nd  one  made  by  an  individai].  The  one  ad- 
dreMW  itself  to  onr  obl^ations  of  dnty,  and  the 
other  to  oor  oonvioUons  of  what  may  be  jnst  or 
equitable.  To  sanction  the  first,  is  to  approve 
tM  Mane  which  the  administration  has  pnr- 
Med,  and  to  sacrifice  priodple.  To  respond  to 
the  nipfdication  of  the  individnal,  is  to  obey 
the  sng^dons  of  a  benevolent  poboy.  The 
(TOT  of  Oovemment  we  will  not  sanotioii,  bat 
nwill  redress  to  the  man  the  injnry  which 
thit  enor  may  have  produced,  bnt  it  must  be 
m  his  private  petititm  or  application.  The 
Secretary  of  State  would  then  be  beard  as  a 
nura  wititMs  in  behalf  of  the  applicant,  not  as 
•0  officer  of  Ooveroment  making  a  requisition 
"pM  w.  I  care  not,  however,  for  the  mere 
™o  in  which  this  thing  is  done,  provided  the 
pwt  priaeipie  be  saved ;  and.  Ixifore  I  take  my 
■M,  I  diall  move  an  amendment  which  will 
MTe  th«i  prindple. 

Thy,  ihen,  sbonld  we  have  been  goaded  Into 
^ppcMtion  to  the  administration  by  a  persever- 
■ue  in  a  oonrse  which  we  cannot  approve  t 
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Why  presented  to  the  pablia  in  on  attitude 
which  we  earnestly  desire  to  avoid  t  Is  it  a 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  times  I  Heretofore — 
for  we  bare  differed  from  the  President  bnt 
npon  one  qnesUon  of  importance — we  acted 
then,  as  we  do  now,  upon  nigh  prinoiples.  We 
deemed  it  then,  as  the  constitationaJ  advisers 
of  the  President,  our  imperious  duty  to  di&r 
froita  him  in  opinion.  Tne  prindple  involved 
was  intimately  connected  with  the  freedom  of 
the  press ;  ve  deemed  it  as  haiardons  to  nuke 
the  prees  the  prominent  subject  of  Exeontive 
favor,  as  of  Executive  displeasure.  The  iofla< 
enoe  of  money  is  more  irresistible  than  that  of 
foroe.  In  thb  country  there  is  no  danger  ttom 
Xhe  last;  bat  the  first  is  the  lever  by  which 
&ee  systems  are  OTerturned.  We  rested  npon 
the  good  sense  of  the  public  for  our  vindica- 
tion, and  folded  onr  arms  in  silence.  We  there- 
by gave  the  most  coQclusive  evidence  of  our 
desire  for  the  President's  saooess  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Government.  What  was  oor 
reward  t  Were  we  treated  with  ordinary  civil- 
ity t  We  were  declared  to  bo  in  opposition  to 
the  administration.  Hard  names  were  bestowed 
npon  ns ;  abuse  copiously  ponred  ont  on  oar 
heads ;  onr  motives  assailed  and  misrepreeeot- 
ed ;  onr  designs  represented  as  dark  and  evil. 
This  language  has  been  persisted  in  fbr  the  last 
twelve  mouths.  Gtii  honof  For  the  good  of 
the  President,  or  of  the  party  to  which  we  be- 
long? Is  this  the  way  to  attach  higb-miuded 
men  to  any  cause  t  Human  nature,  speaking 
almost  andibly  from  the  heart  of  all,  answers 
in  the  negative.  A  new  discovery  was  made. 
Uy  colleague  was  represented  as  an  old  federal- 
is^  the  moment  he  gave  a  vote  consecrated,  as 
I  verily  believe  it  to  be,  to  the  pnrest  repnbli- 
oouism.  The  histOTTof  his  life,  exhibiting  Mm 
as  it  did,  reared  in  the  very  arms  of  doraooracy, 
was  not  BDfficient  to  protect  him.  The  oiroum- 
stance  of  his  being  an  actor  in  Uie  spirit-stir- 
ring crisis  of  lT9S-'9 ;  of  the  port  which  he 
bore  tn  that  session  at  Oongress  which  wit- 
nessed the  retirement  of  the  ^der  Adams  from 
the  Presidency ;  of  the  uniform  oonsistenoy  of 
his  life  in  adhering  to  the  governmental  doc- 
triues  with  which  he  set  out;  of  the  distin- 
guished part  which  he  l>ore  in  the  late  arduous 
struggle ;  nothing  was  tafficient  to  protect  him 
from  this  charge,  or  shield  him  from  the  bitter- 
ness of  these  hostile  attooks.  For  myself,  I  had 
nothing  but  a  conscious  integri^  to  plead  is 
my  behalf,  and  that  availed  me  as  littie  as 
the  servioes  of  my  colleague  availed  him.  Our 
own  constitnents  urged  no  oomplaiat;  on  the 
contrary,  I  seriously  declare  that  I  have  soaro^- 
ly  seen  the  man  within  the  broad  limits  of  Vir- 
ginia who  did  not  ^iprove  our  conrse.  To  nao 
the  laiuoage  of  one  of  her  oitiiens,  that  "  nn- 
terriflea  "  commonweattii  can  never  be  oper- 
ated on  by  causeless  elamor.  None  of  these  at- 
tacks were  made  from  thence,  or  from  any  part 
of  the  South.  Nor  did  any  oome  from  the 
West.  From  whence  then  did  they  proceed  t 
They  came  from  the  North,  and  in  all  thur  vl- 


.yGoogle 


Suun.) 


ABHIDaHENT  Of  THE 
ilftie 


ISSl. 


olence  from  one  particular  State.  "Gall  yon 
thia  backing  of  yonr  Mendat"  Ib  this  the 
mode  to  conaolidate  a  party  ?  It  la  a  modem 
discover;,  and  nnknown  tieretofore  lo  the  world. 
We  could  not  juatilj  it  to  onrselvea,  then,  Mr. 
President,  to  rnniain  silent  on  this  new  oocasion 
on  which  we  are  comp«Ued  to  diSer  from  tbe 
sdmiuiftratjon.  Onr  opiniona  and  oar  argu- 
ments will  go  to  onr  constituents,  and  I  fear 
not  the  reamt  of  the  verdict  tbej  will  return. 

This  lias  been  called  a  mere  question  of  power 
between  tlie  Beoate  and  the  Preaident.  Sir,  it 
ia  a  qnestioa  whether  the  conatitntion  is  sd- 
preme,  and  binding  npon  all.  But  if  we  were 
now  forming  the  Government,  I  would  add  to 
the  power  of  the  Prendent  not  even  eo  mnch 
as  would  tarn  the  scalea  hj  the  hundredth  part 
of  a  hair.  There  is  alreadj  enongh  of  the  apioe 
of  monarchy  in  the  Presidential  office.  There 
lies  the  true  danger  to  our  InEtitntiona.  It  haa 
alread;  become  the  (p^at  maguot  of  attraction. 
The  struggles  to  attam  it  are  destined  to  enlist 
all  the  worat  passions  of  our  nature.  It  ia  the 
true  Pandora's  box.  Place  in  the  President's 
hands  the  key  to  the  door  of  the  Treasury,  by 
conferring  on  him  the  uncontrolled  power  of 
^ipointing  to  office,  and  liberty  cannot  abide 
among  ua.  In  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham, 
tliia  wonld  be  to  inflict  the  irremtdictMU 
vwlnv*.  "  Not  poppy,  or  mandragora,  or  all 
the  drowsy  simps  ol  the  world,  could  medi- 
cine "  us  "to  ttiat  sweet  peace "  which  we 
shonld  thereby  lose.  So,  sir;  the  glittering 
diadem  is  already  studded  with  Jewels,  and 
ambition  evermore  urges  its  votaries  to  clutch 
iL  What  wonld  it  not  be  if  yon  adorn  it  with 
blazing  diamonds  } 

li,  then,  we  stand  alone,  we  shall  oppose  the 
principle  which  has  now  been  carried  mto  prac- 
tice. It  would  be.  a  proud  distiuction ;  but 
this  will  not  be  our  fate.  Indications  have  al- 
ready been  given  of  a  contrary  character,  and  I 
hul  them  aa  a  sure  augury  of  sucoess. 

In  conclusion,  Hr.  Ttlzr  offered  the  follow- 
ing proviso,  by  way  of  amendment  to  Ur. 
Kuia'e  proposition : 

"Provided,  aliayt,  That  DOtblng  in  this  act  cod- 
t^ned  shall  be  construed  aa  Baucliouing,  or  in  auj 


Benate,  and  without  their  advice  and 
oommWooers  to  negodate  a  treaty  with  athe  Otto- 
num  Porte." 

Hr.  Bbdww,  of  North  Carolina,  next  rose, 
end  observed,  that,  when  he  had  taken  his  seat 
that  morning,  he  had  eotertuned  but  little  ex- 
pectation that  he  should  have  entered  into  the 
discussion  of  the  aubjeet  then  under  considera- 
tion ;  bat,  unprepared  as  he  was,  the  extraor- 
dinat7  coarse  which  it  had  taken  had  induced 
him  to  depart  from  that  determination,  and  to 
oMm  the  indnlgenoe  of  the  Senate,  succinctly 
to  present  his  views  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
which  proposed  to  strike  oat  the  appropriation 
making  compensation  to  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Pretident  of  the  TTuiled  States 


to  negotiate  a  trea^  of  oommeroe  with  tfaa 
Turkiui  Government^ 
He  would  now  proceed  briefly  to  ezanaiiia 

the  transaction  which  had  been  so  aevcre^  an- 
imadverted npon.  The  &ot8  eooneoted  with  it 
were  briefly  these,  and  had  already  be«B  kbly 
discussed  by  the  gentleman  from  Loairaoa. 
When  the  present  administration  entemd  on 
the  discharge  of  its  public  dntiee,  it  found  that 
the  preceding  administration  bad  appmnted 
confidential  agents  to  ascertain  if  a  treaty  eonld 
not  be  made  with  the  Turl[ish  Government 
and  to  effect  that  object  if  it  could  be  done. 
This  mission  having  failed  to  acccnnplish  ila 
purpose,  and  one  of  the  commissioners  oppwnt- 
ed  under  the  late  administration  having  retnm- 
ed  to  the  United  States,  the  President,  aaziooa 
to  open  new  and  lucrative  channela  of  trade  to 
the  commercial  enterpriae  of  oar  citiaen%  ap- 
pointed  Ur.  Rhiod  and  Captain  Biddle,  in  eoo- 
jnnction  with  Ur.  Offley,  to  effect,  if  practica- 
ble, that  which  the  lue  adrainistratioo  had 
fuled  Co  do.  To  thia  it  was  olgeoted,  that  it 
was  an  assumptioD  of  power,  in  violation  of  that 
provision  of  the  ocnsUtation  which  deelorea 
that  the  President  "shall  have  power,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  ot  the  Senate,  to 
make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Sen- 
ators present  concur ;  and  he  shall  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  ambaasaAors,  other  public 
ministora  and  consols,  jndges  of  the  Saprane 
Court,  aud  aU  other  officers  of  the  United  States 
whose  appoiutmenta  are  not  herein  otherwise 
provided  for,  and  whid^  shall  be  eetatdided  by 
law,"  &c  He  readily  oonoeded  that  Um  Ih^si- 
dent  coold  not  oonslitatjoiudly  appoint  n  "  pub- 
lic minister  "  or  "  ambassador,"  without  fltat 
consulting  the  8enat«,  and  their  oonclUT«M« 
hod  in  the  appointment,  onlen  to  fill  up  a  va- 
cancy which  had  ocenrred  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  Bat  in  the  appointment  tlteo  under 
consideration,  in  which  the  Eieontive  had  ap- 
pointed mere  confidential  agents,  he  thoa^t  ha 
could  perceive  an  obvioos  dLstinctitm.  They 
had  been  appointed  for  a  special,  designated 


ties  and  privileges  which,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
were  extended  to  that  cl^  of  Ministers  oon- 
templated  by  the  constitution.  Where,  then, 
was  the  infringement  of  the  constitution,  which 
hod  been  so  much  reprobated  ?  By  that  instru- 
ment, the  management  of  our  foreign  relations 
was  pecnliariy  confided  to  the  Eiecutive  De- 
partment of  the  Government.  The  power  of 
appointing  confidential  agents  to  confer  and 
treat  with  foreign  powers  in  relation  to  com- 
merce, was  furly  dedncible  from  this  duty  im- 
ptwed  by  the  oonaUtntion  aa  the  Preudent.  It 
was  unreasonable  to  suppose  that,  when  a  duty 
was  roqoirod  of  an  office  of  the  Government 
by  the  constitution,  it  withheld  from  him  the 
power  to  employ  the  neoesaaiy  means  for  its 
accomplishment.  Nor  would  its  exercise  be 
attended   with  the  calamitmu  < 
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which  we  had  beard  so  innoh  deprecated.  It 
wnld  act,  in  any  case,  unite  na,  either  hj  a 
cnuiHSoial  or  political  oonnectioa,  with  foreign 
utiaiii,  wmiont  the  previous  consent  of  that 
bodj,  M  the  conoorrent  sothoritf  of  the  Senate 
in  the  ratification  of  treaties  wonid  alwajs  in- 
iofom  an  e&etnol  barrier  against  acta  of  Ex- 
eomin  indiaoretion,  or  sobemes  of  ambition. 
Hot  would  the  rejection  of  a  treaty  by  the  Sen- 
ate thna  negotiated,  have  a  tendency  to  embroil 
nt  with  foreign  natjona,  u  had  been  argned ; 
for  emr  Oovemment  with  whom  ve  may 
bn»  d^ocutic  reUtiona,  eitlier  is,  or  Is  snp- 
jHsed  to  bo,  oognizant  of  the  treaty-making 

emr  under  onr  QoTemmeiit ;  and  a  refos^ 
tlte  Beoate  to  ratify  a  treaty  conld  not  af- 
ford any  jnit  ground  of  oomplunt  or  hostility 

PasMug  from  tiie  aigomeiits  Uriy  to  be  de- 
ri*ed  froim  a  proper  oonstrnction  of  the  oonati- 
totioD,  what,  he  wonld  ask,  bad  been  the 
mgB  of  ^roost  every  administration,  as  be  be- 
lisTed,  from  tbe  ori^  of  onr  Government 
down  to  Uiat  period  t  He  ooofessed  that  he 
■ttadied  bnt  Iltde  weiobt  to  precedents,  nnless 
tbcy  were  BHiotioned  by  long  and  nninterrapt- 
ed  prteliee,  and  were  authorized  by  a  fair  oon- 
(tnetion  of  the  conatitntion.  The  practice  of 
rsof  a  similar  character 


irih  those  who  had  been  commissioned 
gstiste  with  Turkey,  had  commenced  with 
Gaeral  WailiiagtOQ ;  he  had,  in  the  early  part 
of  bti  adminiatration,  appointed  commission- 
tn  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Dey 
of  AlgierSi  wiUiout  a  previous  nomination  to 
dM  Bsmte.  Sobseqnently,  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
mointed  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Tri- 
puitaa  Government ;  and,  in  180S,  he  eommis- 
Booed  Hr.  Short  as  Minister  plenipotentiary  to 
the  coart  of  St,  Petenbarg,  in  the  recess  of  the 
Suste,  which  was  not  to  fill  a  vacancy,  as  the 
Cniled  States  bad  not  before  been  represented 
by  a  pnblk)  Ifinister  at  that  conrt.  Much  as 
be  rcTwed  &a  memory  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  whose 
grat  and  invaluable  services  to  his  conntry,  as 
sMatoman,  had  not,  in  bia  opinion,  been  sur- 
p*usd  by  any  of  his  cotemporaries,  yet  he  did 
eot  bdieve  tW  the  Exeentive  power  was,  by 
1  proper  eonstraotion  of  the  constitution,  com- 
pnent  to  eommiasion  a  public  Minister,  without 
Ibis  advice  and  conaant  of  the  Senate,  unless  to 
SO  a  vacancy  wbidi  happens  in  the  recess. 
This  instance  has  been  aaanced  of  the  eiercise 
ft  the  appointing  power  by  President  Jeffer- 
■OD,  to  show  the  great  diversity  of  opinion 
vhielt  bad  heretofore  existed  among  the  most 
anineot  patriots  and  statesmen,  in  relation  to 
iu  eii«n^  and  not  that  be  considered  it  at  all 
■iialogoiu  to  the  present  case.  It  showed  that 
s  power  much  higher  and  much  more  qnestion- 
wle  had  1>een  exerted  under  an  administration 
dMtfvedly  fluli^zed  for  its  almost  nniform  ad- 
bmnee  to  a  limited  construction  of  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government. 

The  two  finrt  ctsea  to  which  he  had  adverted, 
■IwwiBg  the  exeHoae  of  the  same  power  in  the 


early  administration  of  our  conntry,  had  oc- 
cnrred,  it  is  tme,  when  a  state  of  wot  existed 
between  this  country  and  those  to  whom  com- 
missioners were  deputed  to  treat.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tazswbll)  had  main- 
tained the  proposition  tliat  the  President  could 
rightfully  exert  this  power  in  a  state  of  war, 
tfaongb  not  in  a  time  of  peace,  for  the  reason 
that  the  object  for  whian  war  is  carried  on  is 
the  attainment  of  peace ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent may  tnstitnte  a  mission  without  consult- 
ing the  Senate  to  effect  that  end.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  conld  not  yield  his  assent  to  this  argnmect; 
for  if  the  President  was  vested  with  authority 
to  appoint  oommismoners  in  time  of  war,  it  fol- 
lowed as  a  consequence  that  be  could  exert  the 
same  power  In  time  of  peace.  When  public 
ftmctionaries  look  to  the  constitution  for  a  war- 
rant for  the  exercise  of  power,  it  was  an  ad- 


of  that  instrument  expressly  conferred  powers, 
as  in  that  before  quoted  by  him,  whioli  givea 
to  the  President  the  pawer  of  appointing  ambas- 
sadors and  other  public  Kiuistera,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senata  "and  to  fill  ap 
all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  season," 
that  resort  could  not  be  had  to  any  other  clause 
to  enlarge  that  power  by  implication ;  and  the 
clause  expressly  conferring  the  power  could 
alone  be  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  true  extent  of  the  authority  granted. 
The  constitution  did  not  vary  with  the  circum- 
stances of  peace  or  war ;  it  did  not  hold  differ- 
ent language  on  different  occasions.  He  had 
been  taught  to  believe  that  the  principles  of 
that  instrument  were  fixed  and  infieiible,  and 
did  not  bend  to  any  emei^ncy,  however  press- 
ing, or  any  necessity,  however  high, 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  exam- 
ine the  analogy  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Tazewell)  had  endeavored  to  trace, 
and,  as  he  thought,  unsuccessfully,  between  the 
principles  avowed  in  President  Adams's  Mes- 
sage in.  relation  to  the  Panama  mission,  and  . 
the  cose  then  under  discussion.  The  gentleman 
who  had  preceded  him  in  this  det>ate,  had  reit-  ' 
crated  the  same  objection,  and  had  read  ex- 
tracts Irom  the  speeches  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  cabinet,  to  show  that  their 
coorse,  on  that  occasion,  when  members  of  the 
Senate,  was  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the 
course  which  the  Executive  had  pursued,  In. 
appointing  commissioners  Co  treat  with  the 
Turkish  Government.  Mr.  B,  smd,  without 
commenting  on  the  essential  distinction,  in 
many  respects,  between  the  characters  of  the 
Ministers  which  President  Adams  had  asserted 
his  power  to  commission  to  attend  the  Congress 
of  Panama,  and  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  treat  with  Turkey,  he  wonld  ask  permission 
to  read  a  part  of  the  speech  delivered  in  the 
Senate  by  uie  Senator  from  Vitginia  (Mr.  Taz>- 
wxij.)  on  the  memorable  discussion  in  relation 
to  the  Panama  mission.    After  commenting  on 
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the  Dej  of  Algiers,  lie  proceeded  m  foUows 
"  The  next  remark  I  bWi  make  upon  it  is,  tliat, 
even  according  to  the  representstioD  given  of 
it,  it  was  the  case  of  ut  agent  sent  to  a  bar- 
barian |>eople,  who  vere  not  then,  and  have 
never  smoe  been,  recognized  aa  forming  anj 
component  port  of  the  laniilf  of  cirilized  na- 
tions. Let  me  not  be  told  that  the  oonstiCQ- 
tional  power  of  the  Freaident  is  the  same, 
whether  eiert«d  in  reference  to  a  saTaoe  or 
civilized  nation.  We  all  know  that  this  is  not 
so.  No  appointment  of  a  Minister,  who  has 
ever  been  employed  to  negotiate  for  peace,  or 
for  any  thing  else,  with  an;  Indian  tnbe, 
whether  dwelling  within  or  withoat  onr  terri- 
tory, whether  Osage  or  Seminole,  hu  ever 
been  laid  before  the  Senate  for  their  oonsent 
They  are  all  considered  as  agents  of  the  Preu- 
dent,  and  not  pnblio  Ministers  of  the  people ; 
and  all  onr  intercourse  with  barbarians  mnst, 
of  necessity,  preeent  anomalies,  from  which  no 
principles  can  be  inferred.  1  will  not  go  into 
reasoning  to  show  whv  this  most  and  on^bt  to 
be  sa  although  it  woidd  be  easy  to  show  it.  I 
merely  state  the  fact,  which  is  condnBive,  to 
prove  that  tbe  case  of  a  mission  to  Algien^  or 
to  the  ChoctawB,  can  never  be  a  precedent  to 
Jnetify  a  iniswon  to  Panama."  Mr.  B.  said 
that,  in  the  remarks  which  he  had  read  from  the 
speech  of  the  tienator  firom  Virginia,  he  thonght 
the  distinction  which  he  had  taken  between 
the  case  of  the  Panama  mission  and  the  one  in 
qneation  was  fully  sustained,  and  that  it  was 
dearly  conceded  Uiat  the  President  conld,  con- 
stitntionally,  appoint  agents  to  negotiate  with  a 
barbarian  nation,  without  the  previous  oonsent 
of  the  Senate.  He  would  ask,  where  was  the 
distinction  aa  to  the  power  to  send  a  mission  to 
the  then  existing  Government  of  Algiers,  and 
that  sent,  under  the  present  administration, 
to  the  Turkish  Governments  If  the  principle 
holds  good  in  the  one  case,  it  appeared  to  do 
so  eqouly  in  the  other.  If  the  President  can 
exercise  tiie  power  in  reference  to  any  one  na- 
'  tion  of  people,  whether  savage,  or  ottierwise,  it 
•  appeared  to  him  to  follow  plainly  that  he  conld 
do  so  in  reference  to  alL  as  the  constitution  did 
not  vary  the  power  of  the  President  to  appoint 
oommiB^oners  to  treat  with  foreign  nations,  ao- 
oording  to  their  degrees  of  barbarism  or  civ- 
ilitatton,  bat  afforded  a  fixed  mle  as  to  the 
power  of  the  President,  applicable  to  nations  of 
every  ctmdition. 

Ur.  B.  said  he  bad  beard  with  a  decree  of 
surprise  which  he  eonld  not  ooncesi,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  an  attempt  to  discriminate 
between  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  bis  cabinet 
advisers,  attributing  all  responsibility  to  them 


one  whicli  he  would  venture  to  say  was 
accordance  with  the  theory  of  our  Government. 
The  doctrine  of  Executive  infallibility  was  un- 
known to  onr  form  of  Government ;  Uie  Presi- 


dent was  alone  responrible  for  his  official  acta 
to  the  people  of  the  Uiuted  Ststee,  and,  he  be- 
lieved, would  never  seek  to  escape  reeponsibil- 
itj  in  the  discharge  of  liis  pnblio  duties :  be 
mnst,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  say  tliat  he 
did  not  think  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  TjiEvwau.)  was  to  be  received  as 
a  very  flattering  oompliment  to  the  Prendent, 
when  he  expressed  his  perfect  conSdenoe  ia 
the  honesty  of  his  intentions,  but  believed  tfaat 
he  had  been  deceived  by  lus  Minioterfl^  wJho 
were  oapposed  to  have  odriaed  him  to  tbia 

Mr.  TjLznmi.  in  reply  to  lb,  LrwaaroH : 
The  honorable  Senator  ttfna  Lonisiana,  aaid  Mr. 
T.,  has  agun  nndertaken  to  chide  me  fi>r  the     ^ 


spoke  when  I  last  addressed  tli«  Seo^.     I  can 
roadilr  conceive  that  tlie  strong  temu  I  em- 

eoyed  to  cbaraoteriie  this  tranuotioa  may  not 
\  very  familiar  to  the  fastidionBness  of  eonrts 
or  palaces,  where  the  dnlcet  aoonds  of  appro- 
bation and  admiration  only  are  comiutHiIy 
beard.  But  as  my  wwda  denote  pracisdy  tM 
opinions  I  desired  to  commnnicabe  to  tluMe  I 
addreased,  and  were  merely  the  abbreviation  of 
the  conclusions  to  which  I  tbonsht  I  had  en- 
titled myself;  by  the  arguments  I  bad  oaed,  I 
was  not  aware  that  I  had  violated  any  rale  of 
etiquette  here,  in  thus  somming  np  the  reason- 
ing npon  the  subject ;  I  bad  proved,  at  least  to 
my  own  satisfaction,  that  the  constitation  iwt- 
nished  no  anthority  to  the  Premdent  for  what 
he  bad  done ;  therefore,  1  felt  myaelf  jiiMi£ed 
in  speaking  of  this  oot  as  nnconstitntioiial,  and 
as  lawless.  If  such  is  its  tme  charaot«r,  all 
mnst  concede  that  a  power  exerted  by  a  Presi- 
dent without  warrant  or  oonstitntional  grant  is 
a  nsnrpation  on  bis  part ;  and  as  ench  a  usurp- 
ation in  this  case  was  \  direct  and  plain  in- 


be  a  gross  violation  of  the  oonstitatioD,  in 
flagrant  derogation  of  the  rights  of  tbia  body. 
To  the  Senate  I  certainly  owe  no  apology  for 
the  earnest  t^peal  I  mode  to  them,  to  induce 
them  to  vindicate  their  violated  rights,  to  prove 
themselves  faithful  depositaries  of  the  U-usta 
confided  to  them  by  the  ooostitntion,  and  never, 
by  a  refosal  to  assert  their  privileges,  to  coon- 
tenance  the  idea  thai  they  conld  be  gnilty  i^ 
a  base  sorrender  of  the  ri^ta  conferred  opcoi 
them  by  the  Statea  they  represent,  which  rigbla 
so  conferred  are  in  truth  bnt  dntiea  imposed  by 
onr  constitnenta  for  tbur  own  wise  pnrpoaeo. 
This  woold  be   a  dereliction  of  dnty  t»  onr 

C  which,  however  mnch  it  may  be  desired 
ay  other  department  of  the  Govemmeot, 
conld  scarcely  find  justification  or  apology  here 
or  elsewhere. 

In  expressing  these  strong  opinions,  I  cer- 
tainly neither  measured  nor  weighed  the  force 
of  the  langnage  neoessaij  to  convey  tiiem. 
But  if  this  or  any  other  honorable  Senator 
wonld  have  been  pleased  to  fbmish  me  with 
the  proper  courtly  phraaea  in  which  I  might 
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hne  oommimieatod  mj  thoaghta,  I  wonld  will- 
inglf  luta  adopted  them,  proTided  the^  would 
IttTB  exDnaaed  mv  opinioiu  with  equal  preole- 
ion.  I  aonbt  muco,  however,  whether  I  aho^ 
have  ew^ked  the  oeninre  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator frmn  Lonisiaiia,  if  I  had  borrowed  mj 
tarma  evfot  fKHn  hii  own  works,  or  Avm  the 
pneedeat*  fomiahed  by  the  epeeohea  of  some 
at  tbaaa  \>j  whom  the  n«ndent  ia  now  lor- 
roimdad,  whkh  nweohai  were  delivered  bj 
them  dnring  the  Panama  debate,  President 
Jeffitmm,  now  so  mnch  enlogfaed  by  thia  hon- 
«able  Benator,  was  not  always  r^jarded  bj 
bun,  I  believe,  as  eutiUed  to  eneh  eooomla. 
One  at  least  of  the  acts  of  thia  Preudent  was 
Aaranlflriied  by  this  Benatw  ia  Uognage  as 
naqnaUfied  as  any  I  have  used ;  and  a  refarenoe 
to  the  apeeebes  to  which  I  have  allnded  will 
teniih  many  examples  of  maoh  stronger  phrases 
Uian  anj  I  hare  employed,  and  thia  too  m  relo- 
tton  to  the  same  anbjeot.  These  terms  were 
titen  applied,  Itowever,  to  the  assertiona  of  Prea- 
ktflot  Adam* ;  and  I  have  spoken  of  the  acts  of 
Pnsdent  Jai^son,  eC  tempora  mutaittur,  al- 
Ihongfa  the  ODnadtntion  ramune  the  same. 

Bat,  nr,  let  no  one  think  that  £  mean  to  jus- 
tify or  evui  to  ezoDse  what  I  have  a^d,  b;  the 
enmidw  vS  othenL  or  even  of  the  President 
himwlC  My  joatifioatdon  is,  that  whatever  1 
have  mid,  I  thoo^t;  and  that  which  I  think 
U  the  pablie  acta  of  pnblio  men,  1  feel  myself 
(t  perfect  liberty  to  speak  here,  whenever  a 
pnper  oeeanon  ariaea  so  to  do.  Id  this  oaA,  1 
Mithersoaght  nor  made  the  ocoa^on.  I  wonld 
have  avoided  it  if  1  ooold.  Bnt  the  President 
has  chosen  to  present  his  application  to  this 
body,  adung  ns  Co  appro[iriate  the  money  of  bnr 
oooititaeata  to  redeem  his  pledge  of  the  pnblio 
Euth,  jdighted  without  our  sanobon  or  any  oon- 
ititntional  warrant,  and  I  am  so  called  npon  to 

Srove  the  act.  Foroed  thus  to  inqaire  into 
chanwier  of  that  which  has  been  done,  I 
sm  oonitraiaed  to  apeak  of  it  as  I  think  It  mer- 
its. I  have  done  so,  and  in  so  doing,  have  done 
bat  what  my  dnty  required. 

Hr.  Prendent^  this  debate  haa  taken  the  pre- 
(ua  coarse  which  I  foresaw  it  would  take. 
^  advooatea  of  thia  appropriBtion^  instead  of 
iBestJup  or  controrerting  any  position  I  have 
auntamed  in  reference  to  the  proper  constrao- 
tioa  of  the  conatitntion,  have  endeavored  to 


Jiutify  what  has  been  ^oe  by  the  precedents 
thsy  dte,  and  the  practioB  they  viui  to  dtow 
to  have  been  settled.    The  Senator  from  Lonis- 


B  alooe  haa  expressed  any  donbt  aa 
rarrtctnecaof  the  interpretation  which  I  have 
given  of  the  eaostitntitm.  At  first,  this  doabt 
'H  rested  npon  an  invertion  and  transposition 
of  the  lerma  need  in  the  inatmment.  This  at- 
t«aipt,  however,  seems  to  be  abandoned  by 
lUBi;  and  he  now  seeks  to  attain  the  same  ob- 
JHt,  by  inserting  a  stop  where  there  is  none. 
Id  this  new  process  for  nhangjng  the  meaning 
<^  its  {votiaionB,  I  have  no  oUier  answer  to 
pre  Ihin  Una — blot  ont  all  the  stops,  and  both 
tba  Usmed  and  nnlearaed  will  replaoe  them  as 


they  now  ar^  because  they  will  stilt  concur  in 
reading  the  mstrument  as  1  have  read  it,  and 
in  eonatmin^  its  language  as  I  have  construed 
it.  Aooordmg  to  this  oonstmction,  I  repeat, 
the  Preudent  alone  may  nominate,  bnt,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consant  of  the  Senate,  only 
can  ^)point  to  any  office ;  and  when  vacancies 
hqipen  daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the 
Prewdent  alone  may  fill  vp  such  vaoaocies,  by 
temporary  commissions  only.  Here  I  will 
leave  this  sug^led  donbt,  omfldent  that  it  will 
never  ripen  mto  certainty  anywhere,  but  in 
some  hot-bed  prepared  to  force  its  growth  nn- 
natnrally. 

The  Senator  from  Lonisiana  next  draws  a 
distinction  between  the  power  of  the  Preddent 
to  make  treaties  and  his  power  to  make  ap- 
pointments to  office.  This  distinction  he  seeks 
to  support  by  a  reference  to  the  precedents  he 
has  cited.  This  distinotion  is  certwnly  new. 
K  to  be  Bostained  at  all,  it  mnat  be  by  the  force 
of  the  preoedentB  only,  for  the  words  of  the 
constitution  as  explicitiy  restrain  the  one  power 
as  they  do  the  other,  and  in  precisely  the  same 
mode.  Each  of  these  powers  is  given  to  the 
President ;  but  in  the  very  grant  itself  they  are 
both  required  to  be  exercised  by  him,  "  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate" 
only ;  end  the  only  difference  between  them  is, 
that,  in  making  treaties,  the  concnrrenoe  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present,  and,  in 
making  appointments,  the  concnrrenoe  of  a 
mqjority  only,  is  required.  Then,  ia  it  not 
stnin^e,  that,  in  the  very  case  where  the  con- 
atitntion intpoaea  the  strongest  restruot,  it 
should  be  contended  that  ntme  exieta ;  and  yet 
should  be  admitted  that,  in  the  other  case,  the 
restrwnt  is  effectual,  alihough  this  restraint  is 
impoeed  by  the  same  words  repeated  in  the 
very  next  member  of  the  same  sentence  t 

Bnt,  wr,  bow  are  treaties  to  be  negotiated  1 
Oertunly  by  some  officer  of  the  Government ; 
and  this,  whether  tbey  are  negotiated  at  home 
or  abroad.  For  it  is  askinKof  na  too  mnch, 
when  we  are  required  to  admit  that  he  who 
haa  the  commission  of  the  Government,  which 
commiseitm  is  ugned  by  its  Ohief  Uagistrate, 
authenticated  by  its  great  seal,  and  wherein  is 
expressed,  that,  in  connderatiou  of  the  high 
confidence  repc»ed  in  him,  authority  ia  thereby 
given  by  him  to  pledge  our  faith  and  honor,  is 
not  an  officer  of  the  United  States.  So  that 
the  qoestion  still  recurs,  can  the  President 
alone,  withoot  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  create  snch  an  office  t  I  say  create 
snch  an  office;  for  when  the  commission  is 
granted  to  negotiate  a  treaty  abroad,  with  a 
nation  at  whose  conrt  we  have  never  had  any 
representative,  the  office  is  created :  for,  as  I 
have  shown,  there  is  no  pretext  for  saying  that 
BQOh  an  office  is  then  vacant,  or  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  making  the  appointment  to  it,  ia  merely 
filling  up  a  vacancy,  and  a  vacancy  which  haa 
happened,  too,  during  the  reoeea  of  the  Senate. 
Now  the  Senator  from  Louiuana  admita  that 
the  President  alone  cannot  make  an  original 
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appobtment  to  odj  offioe.  What,  then,  be- 
oouea  of  hia  distinction  between  tbe  power  of 
tite  Preaident  to  make  treaties,  and  his  power 
to  make  appointments,  in  all  oaaes  where,  to 
make  a  treatr,  it  ii  neoeasaiy  to  make  an  orig- 
inal appointment) 

Bir,  tbe  precedents  may  be  searched  thim  the 
birth  of  this  Government  to  the  day  of  the  date 
of  the  Turkish  treaty,  and  bat  few  cases  will 
he  foand  of  a  treaty  negotiated  by  any  other 
than  a  diplomatio  officer  of  the  Uuitad  Btatea, 
whose  appointment,  it' an  original  appointment, 
had  not  been  made  by  and  with  the  aovioe  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  Tbe  few  oases  existing, 
in  which  this  does  not  appear,  are  either  cases 
occurring,  "JlagranU  deUo,"  with  the  power 
treated  with,  or  cases  of  compacts  entered  into 
with  piratical  bordee  or  savage  tribes,  the  de- 
pendoita  or  tribntaries  of  yonr  own,  or  of  some 
other  sovereignty.  All  the  precedents  referred 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  are  of  this  de- 
scription. These  precedents,  therefore,  Ao  not 
touch  or  apply  to  the  question  I  have  discussed, 
and  which  is  presented  in  this  case,  unless  we 
are  prepared  to  say  that  the  principles  of  war 
justify  the  practice  of  peace,  or  that  the  usages 
which  neoesaity  requires  to  be  adopted  in  oor 
intercourse  wiU)  barbarian  powers  and  depend- 
ent States,  constitute  the  rule  which  ought  to 
regulate  oar  intercourse  with  the  oldest,  and 
most  solemnly  and  most  universally  recognized 
eovereigntiea  on  earth. 

Even  this  the  Senator  fW>m  Louisiana  would 
have  ns  to  do,  for  be  ridicules  jny  ideas  that 
tbe  existence  of  war  gives  to  the  President 
power  that  he  may  not  ri^lilfnlly  claim  in 
peace ;  or  that  there  ia  any  difference  between 
tbe  piratical  Barbary  bordea  and  tbe  Ottoman 
empire.  Now,  suppoae  I  should  even  admit 
that  tbe  distinction  which  1  drew  between  tbe 
cases  of  war  and  peace  was  without  any  Just 
foundation,  is  it  fur  to  infer  the  general  role  of 
peaoe  from  the  eioeptJon  of  wart  Or  is  it  wise 
or  safe  to  contend,  that  what  is  acquiesced  in 
withont  murmur,  during  the  storm  of  war,  is 
therefore  right,  and  may  be  properly  repeated 
in  the  calm  and  "piping  time  of  peaoe."  I 
pray  the  Senate  to  think  well  of  the  oonse- 
quences  which  may  and  mnst  result  if  tbey 
sanction  such  doctrine  aa  thie. 

Peace  gives  the  rule,  and  war  the  exception 
to  it.  Nor  ia  it  of  Uttle  conaeqaenca  to  the 
present  argument,  whether  the  exception  lie 
dejure  or  dt  facto  only.  It  is  but  aa  exception 
in  either  case ;  and  we  reaaon  erroneoualy  when 
we  seek  to  find  tbe  rale  in  the  exception  to  it 
But  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  exception  exists 
dtjare,  and  is  established  by  the  constitution 
itself  as  an  exception,  then  this  exception  proves 
the  general  rule  to  tie  difierent.  Now,  I  con- 
tend that  the  exception  does  exist  d<  Jure;  and 
that  ia  war  the  Preaident  may  lawfully  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  enemy,  when, 
where,  and  how  ne  pleases,  and  by  the  inter- 
vention of  whomsoever  he  thinks  proper  to 
employ  for  that  purpose.    I  prove  it  thus : 


The  legitimate  ol^ect  of  all  war  ia  peaoe.  To 
attain  this  deeirable  end  whenever  war  enita, 
the  constitution  gives  to  the  Executive  every 
lawful  means  for  its  Becomplishment.  Henee, 
he  may  lawfully  order,  and  by  his  anbordknstea 
effect,  tbe  burning  of  towns,  tbe  sacking  of 
cities,  the  devastation  of  the  enemy's  oonatry, 
and  the  slaughter  of  its  inhabitants;  for,  ilaal 
sad  experience  haa  taught  mankind,  that  sueh 
are  tbe  necessary  means  by  which  alone  most 
commonly  war  can  be  terminated,  and  the  de- 
sirable end  of  peace  attuned.  Now,  sorely,  if 
the  Executive  may  lawfully  do  all  this  for  aoeh 
an  object,  he  may  attain  the  same  required  end  . 
by  other  means  less  destnctive,  and  more  eoa- 
souant  to  the  dictates  of  humanity.  If  he  may 
lawfully  negotiate  for  peace  by  blood  and  car- 
nage, may  he  not  negotiate  for  the  same  olgeet 
by  ailment  and  persuamon  I  It  is  true  you 
call  the  one  batUe  and  bloodshed,  and  the  otfier 
negotiation,  yet  escbof  them  is  buta  meonsfiv 
the  accomplishment  of  peace,  the  great  and  only 
instifisble  end  of  all  war ;  whioh  end  it  isllM 
bounden  dnty  of  the  Executive  to  efi^  by  all 
proper  means,  whenever  war  exists.  And 
what  at  last  ia  this  treaty  of  peace,  nntil  it  is 
ratified  by  the  proper  authority,  that  is  to  aay, 
antil,  in  this  counby,  its  ratification  has  reoeiv- 
ed  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate!  It  is 
little  else  than  a  mere  armistice.  Now,  none 
can  doubt  that  the  Eieontive  may  lawfully  eon- 
dude  an  armistice  when,  where,  and  how  be 
pld&ses,  and  this  under  his  general  poww  to 
conduct  the  existing  war  in  that  mode  which, 
in  his  discretion,  peace,  its  only  JostiSable  end, 
seems  to  require. 

Here,  then,  is  one  answer  to  all  the  prece- 
dents cited  by  the  Senator  from  LooiaiaBa,  of 
treaties  made  with  tbe  Barbary  Powers  daring 
the  administration  of  onr  two  first  Prerideota 
At  the  time  all  these  treaties  were  negotiated, 
war  existed  between  these  powers  and  the 
United  States.  Uoreover,  two  of  these  treaties 
(being  all  of  this  description  that  were  oonclud- 
ed  during  the  administration  of  WashingtoD) 
were  eonclnded  by  Mr,  Humphreys,  an  ae- 
knowledged  diplomatic  officer  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  been  previously  and  regnlarly 
sppoiDted  onr  ITmister  to  Portugal,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  In  ocn- 
cludin^  these  treaties,  too,  Mr.'  Humphreys 
acted  m  pnrauanoe  of  the  inatructions  he  had 
received,  the  sntwtance  of  which  instmctioDS 
had  been  previously  submitted  by  the  FVed- 
dent  to  the  Senate,  and  bad  received  Uieir  ap- 
probation BO  far  back  as  the  Bth  of  May,  ITQS, 
as^ouT  Jonmals  show.  These  cases,  then,  are 
hut  cases  of  treaties  made  by  a  proper  c^oer 
of  the  United  States,  whose  appointment  and 
whose  instructions  had  previously  reeeivod  the 
confirmation  of  the  Senate.  As  to  the  mere 
intemuneit  employed  by  Mr.  Humphreya  him- 
self in  his  interoonrse  with  the  Barbary  Power^ 
and  who  acted  under  appointments  from  him, 
and  not  from  the  President,  I  presume  it  cannot 
be  neceaaary  fi>r  me  to  aay  a  single  word. 
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DoabtleM,  the  Minister  tnight  employ  what  mea- 
wiigtn,  iDtarpreterB,  or  snbagents,  he  thought 
neccnarr,  aod  the  ohUsntion  of  the  instranient, 
pot  into  form  b^  them  before  it  received  his  &s- 
Mot,  mdU  neither  be  strengthened  nor  weakened 
ij  their  rigoatnre,  whether  it  was  vnoit;  or  ne- 
eesaitf  that  subscribed  it 

Tfce  same  answer  will  equally  apply  to  the 
asHof  the  treaties  afterwards  oonclnded  with 
wnw  of  Aese  same  powers  during  the  adminiS' 
trttioii  of  Prendeot  HadisoD.  War  again  ex- 
isted between  the  United  States  and  these 
power^  when  these  treaties,  too,  were  con- 
doded.  Nay,  snoh  is  the  oaprioioos  and  rapa- 
BHKa  cbarseter  of  these  oorsaira,  and  snoh  their 
igDoranoe  or  contempt  of  the  proridons  of  the 
poblio  law,  and  the  nsagea  of  olvilized  oationH, 
that  it  ii  ^fficolt  to  detomtine  when  war  does 
notezlBt  with  them.  It  is  this  very  clronm- 
■tanoe  whioh  constitntAS  one  of  the  great  causes 
why  yonr  icteroonrse  with  them  always  has, 
and  always  must  prodaoe  many  anomalies,  from 
which  BO  prindple  or  rule  can  properly  be  de- 
dnoed.  Bat  if  I  wanted  an  apt  illostration  of 
the  tarth  of  my  poritioo,  that  the  power  of  con- 
dooting  a  war  necessarily  inolndes  the  power 
of  coodBctins  It  by  negotiating  for  peace,  I 
afamld  flod  itln  the  inromiistaiioee  att«naing  one 
of  tbcM  very  treatiee.  The  gallant  Deostnr 
had  Jmt  captared  the  Algerine  sqaadron. 
HMtdino^  from  the  soene  of  his  conqnest,  he 
pressnted  bis  victorious  fleet  before  the  port  of 
.Algiers  ready  to  fire  upon  the  city,  and  to  lay 
it  in  B8MS,  if  necessary.  To  save  themselves 
tma  the  imminent  danger,  and  to  gain  time  for 
pnporation,  the  enemy  wished  to  parley,  pro- 
(tasing  a  wish  to  nraotiate  a  peace.  His 
onsww  to  their  proposition  was,  "  Here  are  the 
only  terms  of  peace  I  can  accept.  6ign  and 
ratify  this  treaty,  and  oor  nations  are  &iends 
sfUn;  r^eot  it,  and  I  most  do  my  doty.  I 
give  yon  two  hoars  to  decide."  Within  the 
tiine  prescribed,  the  treaty  was  returned,  duly 
Uecaled  on  tamr  part:  and  henoe  was  oon- 
nliidid,  on  board  of  his  own  flag  ship,  the 
Doited  Statea  ship  Gaerriere.  Now,  sir,  will 
ny  one  say  that,  in  thus  acting,  this  hero 
rioUted  any  precept  of  the  oonstitntioa  of  his 
eonntryt  And,  if  not,  it  sorely  oannot  be  pro- 
traded  that  the  Preddent  conld  so  offend,  by 
uthoriiing  thst  to  be  done,  which,  when  done 
lo  poisnanoe  of  his  orders,  was  rightfully  done. 
YeL,  if  ri^tfolly  done,  wumnBt  give  power  to 
lite  Execntive  that  in  pence  ia  forbidden. 

Again :  Is  it  aorreet  to  say  that  there  is  no 
difiweace  between  the  piralloal  hordes  of  Al- 
ptn;  and  Tunis,  ud  Tripoli,  the  professed  trib- 
ntaites  and  aoknowled^d  dependents  of  the 
Bobliow  Porte,  and  the  Ottoman  empire  itself? 
Tbii  is  an  asMrtion  whioh  I  confess  I  did  not 
eipeet  to  hare  heard  made  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  My  historical  reoollections  do 
tM  deceive  me,  I  think,  when  they  lead  me  to 
•sy  that  the  Ottoman  Goremment  is  now  the 
oldMt  in  the  world.  While  every  other  known 
G«4nunakt  baa  been  oft«Dtimw  changed,  de- 


stroyed, and  reoonstmotod,  that  simple  despot- 
ism, EUBtftined  OS  it  is,  alike  by  religion  and  by 
forccj  has  ever  remained  unaltered  from  its 
creation,  now  nearly  twelve  centuries  ago,  nntil 
this  hour.  Before  the  discovery  of  America  by 
Colnmbns,  the  seat  of  the  Tarkish  empire  was 
flied  where  it  now  is,  at  OonstantiDople ;  and 
never  since  has  that  oapitol  been  profaned  by 
the  presence  of  any  foreign  foe.  Almost  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  all  Enrope  trembled 
at  its  onward  march ;  and  the  most  powerfnl  of 
European  sovereigns  fled  frcnn  the  smoking 
mins  of  his  capital,  Vienna,  to  escape  this  ene- 
my. Huob  more  thaa  a  oentury  since.  Bender, 
one  of  its  distant  provincial  towns,  offered  a 
safe  aaylom  to  the  nnfortcnate  Swedish  mon- 
arch, when  flying  from  the  diaastrons  fleld  of 
Pultowa;  and  Turkish  ftuth  and  Torktsh  power 
woald  never  permit  that  asylum  to  tw  violated. 
Deprived  since  of  some  of  its  domun  by  the 
RoBsian  arms,  it  Devertholess  still  ranks  as  one 
among  the  principal  powers  of  the  world,  hav- 
ing been  always  recognized  and  always  respect- 
ea  as  an  independent  and  great  nation  by  every 
State  in  Ohrislendom.  It  does  not  seem  very 
i>eooming  in  ns,  almost  the  youngest  of  the  great 
family  of  nations,  to  wish  to  degrade  this  an- 
cient and  powerfnl  sovereignty,  not  less  re- 
markable for  the  prend  simplicity,  than  for  the 
strict  honor  and  fidelity  of  its  (diaracter,  (and 
this,  too,  at  themomentwhenwe  have  jnstcon- 
cloded  onr  first  treaty  with  it,)  by  comparing 
it  with  its  own  tributary  dependents,  whose 
piratical  purse  its,  and  open  contempt  of  all  the 
usages  of  oiviliied  States,  have  ever  prevented 
every  power  fVom  recogniiing  any  of  them  as 
an  equal  sovereignty,  or  trusting  among  them 
any  otherrepresentative  than  an  humble  consul. 
As  well  might  we  compare  the  Russian  Qovern- 
ment  with  some  wretched  band  of  Esquimaux, 
or  horde  of  Seroe  Tartars,  dwelling  within  its 
limits ;  or  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  or  the  tribe  of  Win- 
nebo^oee,  dwelling  within  ours. 

It  IS  strange,  too,  that  this  asserijon  should 
he  huarded  now,  when  it  is  proposed  by  the 
very  amendment  before  us  to  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  new  mission  to  the  Snblime 
Porte,  which  sum  far  exceeds  In  amount  the 
aggregate  of  all  the  sums  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated for  our  missions  to  Russia,  to  France, 
and  to  Great  Britain.    To  justify  this  appro- 

Sriatdon,  a  list  of  the  foreign  Ministers  of  the 
iflferent  nations  of  Europe,  now  accredited  at 
the  Turkish  coort^  is  sent  to  ns,  which  list  pre- 
sents a  diplomatic  corps  that,  in  rank,  in  the 
number  of  States  represented,  and  in  the  com- 
penaation  granted  to  these  Ministers,  for  exceeds 
any  such  corps  assembled  at  any  other  court 
in  the  world  I  Yet,  sir,  that  nation,  at  whose 
court  princes  or  noblemen  of  high  rank  have 
not  felt  degraded  to  appear  as  Miuisters,  and 
whose  sovereigns  intend  to  honor  them  by  such 
appointments,  is  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  be  sunk  to  the  level  of  its  own  tributa- 
ries, to  whose  castles  none  other  than  a  consul 
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hu  ever  b«en  MOt,  and  tUi  for  tlM  mott  obrioDs 

The  case  of  treatiei  coDcluded  bere  bj  k 
Becretu7  of  Btat«,  the  Senate  mnst  at  once 
perceive,  tonehes  not  the  qnestion  I  have  pro- 
Bented.  Ko  one  can  donbt  that  he  Is  an  offloer 
of  the  United  States,  who  being  ebarj^  by 
the  lav  of  bis  creation  with  the  Bnpenntend- 
ence  of  all  the  foreign  relations  of  the  conDtr;ri 
ma;  very  properly  be  inatracted  hy  the  Presi- 
dent to  negotiate  a  treaty  here.  In  hie  case, 
the  power  given  to  him  has  no  other  e£Feot  than 
to  ciiaroe  the  old  office  with  a  new  and  very 
proper  dntj.  It  creates  no  new  office  in  him, 
as  we  all  know ;  for  although  we  have  heard  of 
pay  for  oonstmctive  jonmeys  never  performed, 
yet  even  the  persona  who  tbotight  themselveB 
entitled  to  such  compensation,  have  never  pre- 
inmed  to  ask  for  conBtmctive  "outfit  and 
saJary  "  for  the  performance  of  tbis  new  dnty 
merely.  It  wonld  be  absurd,  too,  to  say  that 
tlie  fidl  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  here,  cocld  entitle  him  to 
any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  accorded 
by  the  pnbltc  law  to  anch  as  are  sent  abroad 
with  inch  power.  It  is  this,  at  last,  that  con- 
stitutes the  tme  t«st  whereby  to  ascertain 
whether  the  agent  appointed  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  is  an  offloer  of  tAe  United  States,  in  vir- 
tue of  such  an  appointment.  For  as  the  {m- 
mnnities  Mnceded  by  the  pablic  law  are  official 
privileges  merely,  he  who  acqnires  none  anch  in 
virtne  of  his  appointment  to  negotiate  a  treaty, 
is  not  thereby  made  an  officer.  But  whereso- 
ever the  ^pointment  is  designed  to  draw  after 
it  pay  at  home,  and  imraonity  abroad,  then  it 
creates  office.  Now  such  ia  the  case  of  Ibese 
commisnoners;  and  snch  never  was  tbe  case 
of  any  Secretai^  of  State. 

I  l^ve  to  notice  bnt  a  single  other  aignment 
of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana.  Ue  tells  us  that 
this  was  not  a  new  mission,  for  it  bad  been 
previoDsly  e&tablished  by  the  last  President  in 
the  appointments  of  Messrs.  Crane  and  Offley, 
made  by  him  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  same 
purposes  with  tbe  present.  Sir,  from  tbis  day 
forward,  let  uanot  repeat thepbraseand promise 
of  "  reforming  tbe  abuses  which  had  crept  Into 
thia  Government."  It  is  high  time  we  should 
drop  it,  when  honorable  Senators  think  tbey 
justify  a  violation  of  the  constitntion  by  the 
present  Executive,  by  regarding  it  as  a  mere 
continuation  of  the  usurped  authority  of  his 
predecessor.  The  qnestion  we  have  to  decide 
IS,  whether  tbe  constitution  authorizes  the 
^vsideut  to  create  a  new  office,  without  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  by  instituting 
a  mission  to  a  nation  with  which  we  never 
before  had  established  any  political  conneotion 
or  diplomatic  relation,  fii  answering  this  ques- 
tion, it  is  gravely  said  that  the  present  Presi- 
dent has  not  done  so,  because  such  a  mission 
was  secretly  and  ineffectually  attempted  to  be 
established  by  his  predecessors ;  and  tbis  secret 
and  vEuu  effort  to  strip  tbe  Senate  of  their 
highest  privilege  at  that  time,  sauctifiea  and 


[FasBDurr,  isti. 

jnstjfiea  tbe  ttotoal  deed  afterwards  done.  Muck 
better  would  it  be  to  say  at  onoe,  that  beesnn 
Pre^dent  Adams  pnblialj  proclaimed  in  the 
Panama  message  tliatsncb  spoirerwas  "with- 
in the  constitutional  competency  of  the  Execu- 
tive," therefore  it  must  be  so.  But  u  lliii 
argument  woold  aoarcely  find  fkvor  anywhert 
now,  it  is  deemed  better  to  rely  npcsi  tbesecret 
and  meffeotnal  attempt,  rather  than  npMi  tb« 
open  and  avowed  opinion  of  this  President. 
When  Prtadent  Adams  publicly  announced  thii 
opinion,  its  oorrectnesa  was  as  publicly  denied 
and  controverted  here ;  and  sorely  his  hiddei 
acta,  wbioh  could  not  be  censored,  becaoN  tbey 
were  not  known,  are  even  of  less  wdght  ss 
authority  than  his  declared  opinions.  What 
may  be  theweightand  authority  of  bisopinioai 
upon  tbis  subject  now,  I  know  not,  but  I  well 
know  how  tbey  were  regarded  by  swue  fottoer- 
ly ;  and  at  the  very  time,  too,  when  this  act  rf 
his  was  secretly  done.  My  opinions  upon  tka 
sulgect  then  coincided  with  those  entertainea 
by  others  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  and  miiH 
oertunly  have  undergone  no  change  linM 

PuDAT,  Febmary  26. 
2^  Pawn  qf  CoagrtM  b>  lay  and  atUeetDiUut, 

and  A»  Powr  to  regulaU  Ooomtree,  dittiul 

and  meot¥oerUbU  Pototrt, 

Mr.  BisTox  laid  on  the  Uble  the  fonowi!« 
resolution : 

Rnolvtd,  That  the  povera  eonlened  oo  CoagiM 
by  the  Sutei  lo  lay  and  colteet  duties,  sad  to  n^ 
ulate  commerce,  are  distinct  and  iiMonTcrtilM 
powers,  aimtDg  at  different  objects,  and  lequiniig 
diDerent  forms  of  legislstiva  action;  the  levjing 
pover  beiag  conOned  to  imports,  and  ctuefly  biund- 
ed  to  r^ie  reveaue  i  tbe  regulating  power  btiat 
directed  to  exports,  and  solely  inleoded  to  pncDM 
&vorable  terms  for  the  admianoa  of  tbe  Aip«  «»• 
prodnota  of  the  Btatei. 

a.  That  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  dntiM  <a 
import!  wasaoliciied  bf  the  founders  of  the  jVMeat 
Federal  Qovemment,  and  gnmted  by  the  fltatesi  ™ 
the  express  purpose  of  pajiog  the  pubBc  d^  »« 
with  the  ei^mn  and  reiterated  isnuanoa  that  Us 
datiea  levied  for  that  parpoae  should  oease  Ui*  mo- 
ment the  debt  was  pud— which  usartDoa  *>s 
given  ui  answer  to  objections  from  the  Ststeti  s™ 
to  quiet  the  apprehensioiiB  expressed  bj  some  iH 
them,  that  the  grant  of  power  to  Congre*  to  r"*" 
revenue  from  the  commerce  of  the  States,  «™" 
Umiution  of  time  or  qmrntitj,  and  withooi  sctfHOt" 
abiUly  to  them  for  its  Mpendimre,  might  render 
CoDgresB  independent  of  the  States,  sod  •ndangv 
their  liberties  and  prosperity.  . , 

8.  That  tbe  public  debt  wiU  (probsblj)  be  p;" 
off  in  the  year  18S4,  and  the  amoiuit  \"^ 
twelve  miUioDB  of  dollars  of  reveaoe  '^^^ 
sn^ect  to  abolition,  and  ought  to  be  .""'""Vj 
according  to  the  agieemeat  of  the  partie"  a*  J" 
establishiueDt  of  the  present  Federal  O""*"^^ 
and  in  confiirmitj  to  tbe  present  actual  coDdluw 
and  interest  of  the  States.  j-iim 

i.  That  an  aboUtion  of  twelve  mlDioBi  «f J™"" 
will  be  a  reUef  to  the  people  of  &oia  sbont  ""^ 
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tfaHtmal  Xoad  it  Oliio. 


g  the  retul  merchant'i 
uinace  npon  the  du^ei  mt  one-third,)  kod  that  tbe 
nid  abotitian  idkj  be  nude  without  dlminifibiDK  the 
piol«etioii  due  to  wif  eiMntU  hrsncb  or  punoit  of 
doDMitic  indostrj,  tnd  with  muiiiest  advuitage  to 
mart  of  them. 

i.  nst,  fbr  the  purpose  of  enkbllng  Congreu  lo 
detcrnune  with  entire  tiSetj  to  everj  iulerest,  ud 
vilb  full  MtiabotiOD  to  the  public  mind,  what 
bruchM  and  pnrsulla  of  domeslic  induatrj  m>j  be 
eeiitlHl  to  pniteotioa,  and  ought  to  be  gotrded 
bom  Uie  Injiuiinu  eBecta  of  foreigo  competition,  & 
joint  conmuttee  of  the  Senate  mi  House  of  Repre- 
KDlUiTea  ought  to  be  appointed  to  take  tbe  eiain* 
iutiDna  of  praetica]  toen  (producera,  consamers, 
ud  tmpoftert)  in  all  doubtful  caeea,  and  to  report 
(bar  cridcoce  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congren. 

6.  That  the  said  tomnuttee  ought  lo  be  appoint- 


1.  Tltat  tbe  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce 
wugnmted  lo  Congreas  b;  the  Statea,  for  the  ei- 
ptu  and  «o1e  pnrpoee  of  enabling  Congress  to 
obtun  lod  secure  farorable  markets  abroad  for  tbe 
eiporu  of  the  Blates,  and  favorable  terms  for  the 
sdmiMioB  of  their  ships  ;  and  (o  effect  ibese  objects 
b;  ntsbUshln^  an  equitable  sjstein  of  commercial 
Rctprodlf,  discriqunation,  and  relation,  which 
ihouid  measure  back  to  ererr  foreign  nation  the 
Mme  degree  of  &Tor,  or  dls&Tor,  which  itself 
ixtmni  oat  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  I7ml«d  BUtet. 

B.  That  tbe  power  to  regulate  foreign  oommeroe, 
tltboiigfa  oB«  of  the  first  <^  the  eniuoenled  powers 
of  tbe  Bonstitation,  snd  tbe  eodurinK  cause  of  its 
tdnptioa,  haa  never  7et  been  eieicised  br  Congress. 

t,  Aat  the  approaching  extinction  of  the  public 
dtU,  aad  conaequent  oUigation  to  abolish,  and 
■dvulsge  in  abolishing,  about  twelve  millions  of 
UDUt  icvenne,  win  enable  the  United  Sutea  to 
iMeivesiane  portion  of  her  foreign  commerce, 
>r  the  one-falf  thereof  free  of  duty ;  and  that  the 
Ucptindples  ofa  just  rociprocltj,  tbe  dictatesof 
obvions  poBcy,  Justice  to  the  Stales,  and  the  coo- 
■ttMioMl  duly  of  tbe  Federal  Government,  already 
Um  lour  deferred,  will  require  this  Qoremmeiit  to 
'■'lud  eqnlTaleDts  from  all  nation  wbich  may 
*irt  to  be  admitted  to  a  participation  in  the  enjoy- 
■tit  of  thlt  great  amonnt  of  tree  and  unrestricted 
twk 

10.  niat  the  ftae  importation  of  the  following 
otiela  (ssMog  othen)  may  bo  admitted  into  the 
llmt«d  StMca  withont  compronulinR  (he  prosperity 
«f  my  branch  or  pnrsnit  of  domeelJc  industry,  and 
^  naiuhst  advantage  to  most  of  them,  namely : 
'wng,  hUu,  wIum,  eoBee,  cocoa,  wonted  staff 
pH>dj,  Mveial  descriptions  of  woollens,  several 
luSiiei  of  fine  cottons,  several  kinds  of  spirits,  Ik,, 


iVAfAM  advantages 
PtiOB  of  the  United  States,  aod  will  receive  tbe 
pndiwti  of  their  Industry,  namely  ;  fish,  fnrs,  lum- 
W,  nival  stores,  bee(^  bacon,  pork,  grain,  flour, 
^f,  cotton,  tobacco,  live  stock,  manufactures  of 
MUM,  leather,  wool,  and  nlk,  butler  and  cheese, 
tMf  ud  candles,  hats,  gUcs,  and  gunpowder,  lead, 
^o^i  and  sugar,  s^drils  made  of  grain  and  molasses, 
w-i  ke^  or  eome  adequate  proportion  thereof, 
^■telree  of  dnty,  or  npon  payment  «f  moderate 


and  reasonable  duties,  to  be  agreed  upon  in  treaties, 
and  to  continue  fbr  a  tarm  of  yean,  and  lo  no  other 
nations  whatever. 

19.  That  there  is  nothing  In  eiiating  treaty 
atlpulatlona  witii  foreign  power*  to  prevent  the 
rcKulstion  of  oar  conuaerce  upon  the  foregoing 
principles. 

IS.  That  all  commercial  nations  wilt  find  It  to 
their  advantage  to  regulate  tbeircommerce  with  the  , 
United  States  on  these  priociples,  as,  in  doing  so, 
they  will  Bubatltute  a  fair  and  liberal  trade  for  a 
trade  of  veiatlons,  oppreaaions,  reatrictiona,  and 
smuggling;  will  obtun  providona  for  subsistence, 
and  materials  for  manufactures,  on  cheaper  terms 
and  more  abundantly;  will  promote  their  own  ex- 
ports; will  increase  their  revenue,  by  Increaaing 
and  ^miniahing  smaggliag;  and,  in 


be  greatly  benefited  by  regulating  forei^  trade  on 
the  foregoing  principles ;  Grat,  by  getting  rid  of 
oppresaive  duUea  upon  the  staple  productions  of 
the  United  Statea  in  foreign  markets  ;  secondly,  by 
lowering  at  home  the  price  of  many  articlea  of  com- 
fort or  necessity,  imported  fhim  abroad. 

15.  That  the  safest  and  most  BatisTactory  mode 
of  regulating  fordgn  commeree  on  these  priociples 
would  be  by  combining  the  action  of  the  leglslativa 
and  treaty-making  powera,  Coagreea  filing,  by  law 
or  joint  nsotution,  the  articles  on  which  duties  may 
be  abolished,  and  the  Executive  negotiating  with 
foreign  nations  Ibr  the  gniat  of  equivalents. 

IS.  That,  to  be  In  readiness  lo  cany  this  system 
of  regulating  foreign  commerce  into  effect  at  the 
extiiKtlon  of  the  public  debt,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  Congress  to  deaignate  the  articles  for  the  abo- 
lition of  duty  at  tbe  next  atated  sesdon. 

Ifational  Read  in  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burkbt,  the  orders  wore 
postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Asaembl;  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  BuKNiT  said  he  wonld  occopj  but  a  few 
minnttM  of  tha  time  of  tbe  Senate  id  explaining 
the  bill.  Its  otjject,  he  said,  vas  nothing  more 
than  to  give  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  preaervation  and 
repair  of  so  much  of  the  national  road  as  lies 
within  the  limits  of  that  State.  That  the  lav 
to  which  the  assent  of  Congress  was  asked, 
provided  for  the  collection  of  a  moderate  toll, 
to  be  erpended  in  repairs.  It  also  provided  for 
the  pnnishment  of  peraons  detected  in  the  p«r- 
petration  of  maliciona  mischief  ininrioDS  to  the 
road.  He  said  that  it  was  generallj  understood 
and  believed  in  Ohio,  that  the  jtirisdiction  of 
this  road  was  exclusively  vested  in  the  United 
States ;  that  tbe  General  Assembly  had  no 
power  to  legislate  on  the  sniiject  without  the 
consent  of  Congress.  It  was  well  known,  he 
remarked,  that  the  rood  would  soon  become 
entirely  tueless.  If  an  arrangement  were  not 
made,  without  delay,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing it  in  repair ;  that,  as  the  road  bad  been 
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conBtrocted  hj  Gongress,  ata  great  expmse,  it 
WHS  nnreasonable  to  retj  on  them  for  jmrlj 
Appropriations  of  monej  from   the  nationa] 

Treasnrj,  to  keep  it  io  a  state  of  preservation ; 
that  the  road  being  once  completed,  ought  to 
aoBt^  iUelf  without  imposing  a  further  bnr- 
den  on  the  national  Treasury ;  that  this  descrip- 
tioQ  of  iateruol  impTorement  cwald  not  be 
'  carried  to  any  great  extent,  if  everj  new  oon- 
Btruction,  when  completed,  was  to  be  followed 
by  a  new  annual  ohuve  ou  the  Treasnrj  of  the 
nation.  Such,  he  saia,  was  the  impression  of 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  and  on  that  view  of 
the  subject,  and  for  the  pnrposee  already  men- 
tioned, they  had  passed  the  law  recited  in  the  bill 
under  consideration.  He  thought  it  would  be 
found,  on  a  carefol  examination  of  the  law,  that 
its  provisions  were  just  and  reasonable.  The 
toll  propoeed  to  be  charged  was  unusnally  low ; 
much  less  than  ia  commonly  charged  on  other 
roads  of  a  similar  character — he  was  oonfldeut 
that  it  was  less  than  a  t«nth  of  the  valne  of  the 
advantage  to  he  derived  by  the  persons  who 
were  to  pay  it.  lie  disclumed  all  idea,  or  de- 
rire,  on  the  part  of  Ohio,  to  derive  a  revenue 
from  this  sourue.  They  did  not  contemplate 
such  a  result,  nor  did  they  wish  it.  If  the  road 
oould  be  preserved  without  a  tax  on  them,  or 
on  the  General  Government,  they  woold  prefer 
to  have  it  remun  as  it  is  now,  free  and  unen- 
cumbered with  toll  gates ;  hut,  sud  he,  that  ia 
impossible ;  the  road  cannot  be  preserved  with- 
out constant  repairs,  which  necessarily  require 
a  constant  supply  of  money.  That  Ohio  con- 
templated ootning  more  than  the  pieeervation 
of  Uie  rued,  was  evident  from  the  fact  that  the 
whole  amount  of  money  collected  was  to  be 
paid  into  the  State  Treasury — kept  in  a  separate 
fund,  and  applied  exclusively  to  the  reptur  and 
preservation  of  the  road,  and  that  no  mora 
money  was  to  be  collected,  tlian  would  be  re- 
quired for  that  pnrpose.  Mr.  B.  said  that  care 
had  been  taken,  in  draughting  the  law,  to  secure 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  as  well  aa  those 
of  the  separate  States,  by  a  provision  that  the 
mail  should  pass  free ;  that  all  persons  in  tiie 
servira  or  employ  of  the  United  States,  or 
either  of  them,  and  all  property  l>eIonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  should  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  tolL  Buoh  bdng 
the  character  and  object  of  the  bill,  be  did  not 
anticipate  an  objection  that  he  believed  could 
reasonably  be  urged  against  it.  It  did  not,  he 
said,  af^m  any  principles  or  profess  to  settle 
any  question  of  right ;  it  was  a  naked  declara- 
tion, on  the  part  of  Congress,  of  their  willing- 
ness that  Ohio  shonld  execute  the  law  she  had 
passed.  He  was  aware  that  some  members  of 
tkingress  believed  that  the  Stete  possessed  that 
power  already,  bnt  many  others  were  of  a 
different  opinion ;  and  it  was  manifest  that 
Ohio  thought  differently,  otherwise  she  would 
not  have  passed  the  law  in  question.  Be  this 
aa  it  may,  sud  Ur.  B.,  I  feel  coufideut  that 
ever^  Senator  present,  whatever  may  be  his 
opinion  on  the  detioate  question  of  internal  lm< 
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'  proTement,  can  vote  for  this  bill  without  con- 
;mittiDg  himself  on  «ny  principle  connecled 
with  tha{  question,  becanee  it  involves  no  pnn- 
ctple  of  that  oharacter.  It  will  leave  the  ques- 
tions of  constitutional  power  and  constitotioDil 
right  where  they  now  stand,  to  be  adjusted  ind 
settled  as  would  be  the  case  had  this  law  nevtf 
been  thought  of  If^  oa  he  believed,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  were  nnobjeotionable,  on  the 
score  of  principle,  he  was  veiy  certain  they 
were  calculated  M  secure  a  highly  importuit 
object,  as  would  be  verified  by  the  experi- 
ment, should  the  bill  under  consideration  ps% 
It  would  prevent  ftiture  applications  toConjress 
for  appropriations  of  money  from  the  natioul 
Treasury  to  repair  tbe  road.  As  yet  no  tneh 
application  had  been  made  for  tlie  part  of  the 
rood  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  becanse  it  iiod 
not  become  necessary ;  and  he  would  Tcatore 
an  OHsunmoe  that  auch  on  application  sboold 
not  be  made  if  Congress  paHed>this  bill.  Obio 
would  relieve  the  United  States  from  the  tax 
and  the  labor  of  preserving  her  portiMi  of  the 
road.  With  tiie  means  which  this  law  weotd 
pnt  in  her  power,  she  would  guaranty  the  se- 
oomplishmeut  of  the  object  irlthoDt  fortier 
tronble  to  the  United  Stata^  and  oertaiDly  wiih- 
ont  further  expense  to  their  Treasury.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  State  (^ 
Ohio  was  the  best,  if  not  the  only  one,  by 
which  the  road  could  be  kept  in  repvr  for  say 
length  of  time,  as  it  was  evident  that  Con- 
gress would  soon  become  weary  of  making 
yearly  appropriations  for  that  jarpoee ;  slid 
that  whenever  these  appropriations  shouU  be 
required,  there  being  no  substitute  prorided, 
the  road  would  go  to  rain,  and  the  mon<J 
already  expended  would  be  lost  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  HiYira  said  he  was  In  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  bill.  He  should  be  yUd  to  see 
the  principle  carried  ont,  and  the  United  Stales 
wholly  relieved  from  the  care  aud  preservsUon 
of  this  road.  He  thought,  however,  thst  t» 
bill  stopped  diort  in  one  important  particultf, 
and  that  was,  the  oesaiou  of  the  road  to  the 
Bute  of  Ohio.  He  should  like,  if  it  couJd  I* 
done,  to  introduce  a  provision  into  the  bill  pw^ 
viding  for  its  cession— tt  was  a  m*''"  ™ 
importance,  in  his  opinion — and  it  would  re- 
lease the  United  StatM  &vm  ril  fDtnre  leg»- 
lation  on  the  subject  Should  this  <»»^'* 
pursued,  neit  year  Virginia,  Msrylsnd,  reno- 
sylvania,  and  other  States  interested,  w^W 
make  B  similar  application  to  CongrW  M^i 
their  wishes  once  granted,  the  United  BtJtw 
would  be  relieved  from  an  almost  continou 
drwn  on  their  Treasury.  The  construction  toa 
preservation  of  this  road  was  an  unfortimsw 
event  for  Uie  oonntry;  the  United  States  h»d 
been,  and  would  be,  from  the  neeesnq'  t" 
things,  Hubjeoted  to  more  expense  in  "'^'^ 
this  nature,  than  either  individuala  "W  '^"T 
Mr.  H.  spoke  of  the  sums  pwd  for  the  w"**^ 
tion  of  the  road,  aud  the  great  exp*n»  ^^^ 
to  keep  it  in  repur.  Be  would  ask  the  ti*^ 
man  of  the  Committee  if  such  a  proviaoo  ss  o« 
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had  suggested  oonld  not  be  iDtroducad  into  the 
bill,  and  thus  ri-lieve  tho  QoTenunent  from  taj 
further  appn^riatioas. 

llr.  PoiSDBZTCB  said  that  there  irere  at  least 
two  olyectioDa  to  the  bill  as  it  dow  Btood,  nn- 
leu  the  proviaion  m^etted  b;  the  gentleman 
frooi  Soaih  Garoliiia  should  be  iDoorporated 
into  it.  The  fint  waa,  that  it  undertook  to 
tnuwfer  to  the  Legialatore  of  Ohio  a  right  to 
erect  tc^  g>tee,  &c,  with  a  view  to  the  oolleo- 
tioD  of  raTenue,  to  provide  for  keeping  the  road 
in  repair — a  power  which  the  Clongreag  of  the 
Coiled  States  did  not  itoelf  poraess.  The  mat 
ter  had  been  more  than  once  diacnaaed  in  Con- 
gresa,  and  billa  providing  for  ruaing  e.  reveane 
from  tttllB,  for  the  repur  c^  the  road,  had  been 
refected.  If^  then.  Congress  did  not  posaeea 
tbo  power,  oonld  uie  right  be  tranaferred,  by 
Cangreaa  to  the  Legislatore  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  t  In  hJH  opinion,  it  oonld  onl;  be  done 
bj  ceding  that  part  of  the  road  lying  within 
tbe  State  of  Ohio  to  that  State  altogether,  and 
thn»  give  its  L^lslatore  a  right  to  exeroiae  the 
power  now  sought  to  be  obtained.  If  the 
power  were  not  given  in  this  way,  he  conid 
not  see  in  what  other  waj  it  could  he  done, 
wben  Coogresa  did  not  possess  the  power  itself. 
The  second  oMecdon  was,  that,  by  the  pro- 
Tiiioiu  of  tbe  bill,  the  jnstioes  of  the  peace  in 
tbe  State  of  Ohio  were  to  exercise  jansdiction 
orer  offenders  f^inst  the  law,  and  to  enforce 
t(«  proviaiona.  Certainly,  sud  Mr.  F.,  we  oan- 
QOt  give  this  jnrisdictioa  to  those  officers  of  the 
Stele  of  Ohio.  The  coostitntion  provides,  that 
"the judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  tested  ia  one  Supreme  Coart,  ajid  in  each 


out  of  the  course  laid  down  for  ns  in  the  con- 
ttUation,  ud  give  an  authority  to  State  officers 
to  eofoKe  onr  taws— give  them  a  jurisdiction 
whieh  we  h«v«  no  authority  to  do  Oy  the  con- 
Aitution  t  No,  sud  Mr.  F. ;  we  have  not  the 
power  to  coiutitut«  these  ofBcers,  qvoad  hoe, 
judicial  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
coarse  which  he  shonld  prefer,  and  which 
ihonld  be  'panned,  was,  to  cede  that  part  of 
tbe  road  to  tbe  State  of  Ohip,  passing  through 
btt  booDdariea,  and  so  on  to  other  States,  to 
tbe  whole  length  of  the  road :  for  this  was  the 
wont  Government  in  the  world  to  have  the 
nuoagement  of  the  roads.  He  had  thrown  out 
ibese  views  for  the  oonsideratJon  of  the  Senate, 
ud  be  hoped  honorable  gentlemen  would  agree 
with  him  in  the  expediency  of  an  entire  ses- 

DCffl. 

Ur.  LmnaaTON  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
UniMippi,  who  had  lost  taken  his  seat,  mia- 
ioA,  a  little,  tbe  provlrions  of  the  bill.  It  did 
not  grtnt  a  power  to  erect  toll  gates,  bnt  aim- 
P^  gave  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State  of 
Obio  to  do  so.  The  road  passed  through  the 
limit*  of  the  State,  bnt  was  oonstmcted  by  the 
Haitod  6tat«e.  Many  persons  were  of  opi  ' 
t^  became  the  road  was  made  with 


tbe  property  of  the  United  States — others  were 
of  opinion  that  the  road  was  constructed  in 
pnrsnance  of  the  power  possessed  by  the  Oov- 
emment  to  make  post  roads ;  and  on  these  two 
cases  many  disputes  might  arise.  lie  was  op- 
posed to  ceding  the  road  to  the  States.  Hr.  L. 
remarked  tb&t  it  waa  the  State  of  Ohio  which 
gave  the  power  referred  to  the  Jastices  of  the 
leace,  and  not  Congresa ;  we,  in  sanctioning 
ler  law,  airaply  assent  that  she  shall  have  the 
power  to  give  the  Jurisdiction  to  these  officers 
expressed  in  the  bill,  and  do  not  appoint  them 
ourselves.  Mr.  L.  made  a  reference  to  the  in- 
spection and  other  laws  of  the  States,  which 
were  sanctioned  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, bnt  were  not  lawa  of  Congress.  He 
wished  similar  provisions  to  those  contained  in 
the  present  bill  oonld  be  extended  to  every 
State  throngh  which  roads  ran,  constructed  by 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  PoiNsizTBX  thought  he  discovered,  in 
the  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  a 
distinction  without  a  difference.  If  the  assent 
of  Congress  was  necessary  to  give  effect  to  a 
law  of  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  then  we  certainly 
transferred  to  her  a  power  to  do  that  whicli 
she  conid  not  do  herself.  If  she  bad  a  right  to 
exercise  tbe  power  proposed  to  be  f^ven  in  thia 
bill,  without  our  consent,  then  the  bill  is  use- 
less ;  bnt  if  onr  assent  is  neoeseary,  then  onr 
act  ia  the  only  thing  which  gives  a  binding 
effect  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  'Where 
was  the  difference  in  our  acting  on  subjects  of 
this  kind  snbseqaentJ;  or  anteriorly  ?  In  the 
present  case,  the  Legislature  hod  acted  before- 
DOad,  and  sent  their  law  to  us  for  our  assent  to 
its  provisions.  If  we  were  to  pass  a  law  be- 
forehand, giving  them  the  power  now  sought 
to  be  obtained,  and  they  saw  proper  to  act 
npon  the  subject,  would  it  not  amount  to  the 
same  thing  ?  Tbe  Justices  of  the  peace  in  Ohio, 
he  maintained,  would,  in  this  instance,  act  en- 
tirely dependent  on  onr  will ;  and,  in  granting 
them  the  power  sought  to  be  obtained,  we 
were  going  beyond  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitntion. 

Mr.  LrvraoaroH  stud  be  would  state  the  ^- 
ference  in  the  two  cases,  and  it  waa  the  same 
difference  which  existed  between  a  compromise 
nnd  a  suit  at  law.  Might  not,  two  parties  being 
at  variance,  one  offer  a  compromise  for  the  set- 
tlement of  their  differences,  and  the  other  re- 
vise, becanse  he  would  say,  if  I  do  agree  to  a 
compromise,  you  will  say  that  I  admit  you  have 
the  right  on  your  side.  As  to  the  Justices  of 
the  peace,  when  they  came  to  act,  it  would  not 
be  by  virtue  of  any  uw  of  OouKress,  but  under 
the  provisions  of  Uie  law  of  Ohio. 

Mi.  Fobstth  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
bill  in  its  present  shape.  He  agreed  with  tbe 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  in  his  views  of  the 
matter,  and  would  cheerfully  vote  for  a  ceeaion 
of  tbe  road,  if  the  State  of  Ohio,  or  any  other 
State  concerned,  was  willing  to  take  it.  He 
was  among  those  who  believed  that  the  United 
States  comd  olum  no  Jnriadiotion  over  the 
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property,  Ths  Btat«  of  Ohio  uked  of  us  a 
^irisdictioD  whtoh  w«  conld  not  giva,  wid  Mr. 
y^  becaoee  we  had  not  the  power.    Cede  the 

firopertj  to  her,  and  she  might  exerciBe  BQch 
Bgisl&tion  ia  relation  to  the  road  aa  ihe  might 
eee  proper.  He  regretted  that  he  conld  not 
vote  for  the  bill ;  be  hftd  assigned  his  reasons 
why  he  ooold  not.  He  waa  willing  to  snrren- 
der  eTei7  section  of  the  road  to  the  States  in- 
terested, if  tbej  wonld  keep  it  in  repur. 

Ifr.  RiroaLU  said,  this  was  the  third  effort 
which  hod  been  made  to  prevent  the  road  fWim 
going  to  min.     There  was  no  other  method 


had  been  before  Oongress  on  several  ocAasions, 
but  without  BQOcess.  One  did  pass  the  two 
Houses,  bnt  was  rejected  by  the  then  Preeideut 
— Mr.  Monroe.  Other  projects  had  been  tried, 
but  nothing  flDaIl7  done.  The  State  did  not 
contemplate  deriving  a  revenne  from  the  tolls 
collected;  their  only  object  was,  to  keep  the 
road  In  repair,  and  to  this  purpose  the  funds 
would  be  applied.  It  wonld  be  to  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States  to  assent  to  the  act ;  and  if, 
in  the  present  case,  the  assent  of  Congress  waA 
obtdned,  the  BEates  of  Vii^nia,  Pennsylvania, 
Karyland,  &c.,  wonld  hereafter  adopt  similar 
measures.  Borne  measure,  to  keep  the  road  from 
dilapidation  and  min,  should  be  speedll;  re- 
sorted to.  It  was  the  best  road  in  the  country ; 
bnt,  unless  early  attended  to,  must  go  to  decay. 
He  tbovght  the  bill  prescribed  the  beat  course 
that  ooold  be  adopted,  and  hoped  it  would  pass, 
Obio  did  not  ask  for  or  want  the  road;  she 


Mr.  BoBNrr  sud,  there  waa  one  point  of 
view,  in  which  the  subject  might  be  presented, 
which  he  thought  womd  remove  the  difSculty 
Duder  which  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
aeemed  to  labor.  The  national  road,  he  aaid, 
had  eiven  rise  to  questions  of  doubtful  or  dis- 
puted jurisdiction.  Many  persona  of  informa- 
tion and  legal  talents  were  of  opinion  that  the 
Jurisdiction  vested  in  the  State  through  which 
tke  rood  passed ;  others,  equally  well  mformed 
and  of  eqnal  legal  talents,  were  of  a  different 
m>iniDn ;  they  thought  the  Jurisdiction  was  in 
ingress,  and  in  this  atate  of  things  the  road 
was  fast  going  to  ruin.  For  the  purpose  of 
obviating  the  effeota  of  this  colliaion  of  opinion, 
withont  meeting  the  contested  question,  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  he  said,  has  passed  a  law, 
exercising  a  lurisdicUon  in  part,  with  a  proviso 
tliat  it  should  not  be  carried  into  effect  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  matter  then  was,  that  the  con- 
tending parties,  by  this  bill,  consented  that 
Ohio  snonld  take  chai^  of  the  road,  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  it,  leaving  the  question 
of  right  as  it  beretefore  stood — unsettled  and 
undecided.  The  Senator  fh)m  Mississippi  had 
certainly  miaapprehended  the  bill ;  be  bad  con- 
sidered the  langii^  of  the  Legislature  as  being 
the  language  of  Oongress,  by  supposing  that 
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the  latter  was  abont  to  vest  jorisdiction  'by  Qili 
bill  in  the  ofBoera  and  oonrta  of  the  3tct«, 
when,  in  fact,  it  was  the  enactment  of  Ohio 
which  gave  the  Jurisdiction,  and  when  Con- 
gress were  required  to  do  nothing  mor«  than 
eiprees  their  approbation  of  the  conrsa  (iBmed 
by  that  State— all  the  power  to  be  exercised  by 
those  conrts  and  officers  would  be  derived  from 
the  State,  by  an  expreea  enactment,  in  which 
the  United  States  were  neither  named  nw  re- 
ferred to  as  bavins  any  agency  in  the  matter. 
If  a  State,  said  be,  by  statute,  gave  Jurisdiction 
to  her  own  tribunals  and  ofBeera,  Congress,  by 
eipres^ng  its  approbation,  of  the  measure,  will 
not  become  the  grantor  of  that  jnrisdicUoii ;  it 
wonld  still  be  an  authority  derived  exclouTely 
from  the  State. 


PunMmtat  for  JhuUittf. 
Mr.  LimfGSTOs  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Bnolwi,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  app^nttd 
to  eiamine  and  report  whether  any  legiilalira  pro- 
vision is  expedient,  in  order  to  prevent  and  puniih 
the  i^cdce  of  duelling  in  the  SietHct  of  Colambii, 
uid  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
Ill  offering  this  resolntimi,  Mr.  L.  reoatked, 
that  when  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  far 
the  punishment  of  crimes  in.  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, was  under  consideration,  aomo  excep- 
tion was  made  to  that  danse  which  related  to 
the  punishment  for  duelling.  Not  to  hazard 
that  bill,  the  clause  bed  been  stricken  oot,  with 
a  view  to  come  at  the  subject  by  the  qtpoint- 
inent  of  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  a 
special  bill  relative  to  duelling.  With  this  view 
he  had  offered  the  resolotion,  and  he  doobted 
not  that  a  bill  might  be  reported  in  time  to  be 
acted  OD  at  the  present  session. 

The  resolotion  was  then  agreed  to,  acd 
Messrs.  LmNostoir,  Ha  ths,  and  Claivos 
were  appointed  the  oommittee, 

Turiuh  Commition-'Paaer  of  tht  I'ntidai 
te  OriffiaaU  Mittioiu. 

The  Senate  then  resnmed  the  oonaderalioc 
of  the  amendments  to  the  appropriation  tnll, 
the  qneatjon  being  on  the  motions  of  iltesu, 
Tazkwbll  and  Kmsz. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  sud  be  was  b  faror  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  fhwa  Illi- 
nois, ^r.  Eaub.)  He  was  satisfied  of  its  strict 
propriety,  by  bis  recollection  of  what  occnned 
iQ  the  House  of  Reproaentativea  in  the  year 
181S,  when  he  occupied  in  the  House  the  posi- 
tion now  occupied  in  the  Senate  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tazewbll,)  who  first  open- 
ed the  discnssion.  Mr.  Monroe  bad  appointed 
three  distinguished  citisens  commismoners  to 
go  to  Spanish  America,  to  examine  into  the 
political  condition  of  the  States  struinUng  to 
maintain  their  independence.    He  had  proni- 
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isf4  tfaem  Bslsjiea  at  the  rfttoof  (6,000peraiinnm 
caob,  and  had  glroa  them  &  eaex^tAij  with  a  aal- 
uj  of  3,000  or  S,000  dollttra.  These  gentlemen 
b^  rU  been  ^>potnted  during  the  recess  of  the 
Benile,  md  were  not  nomtaMed  at  the  ensning 
mnoo.  Tbej  had  left  the  United  States  on 
their  mtwion  beftve  Oongress  met.  Their  mis- 
rion  WW  one  of  the  topics  of  the  EiecntiTe 
javfagi  at  the  cnMoing  of  Congress.  The  ap- 
propnatioo  bill  of  that  jmi  was  reported  with 
•  dime  making  a  ipeciflo  appropriation  for  the 
parmeDt  of  these  commisaioners  and  their  seo- 
reUij.  The  Bpettker  of  the  House,  Mr.  Claj, 
who  was  joat  beginning  to  display  Bjmptoms 
of  hostility  to  the  administration,  inqnlr^  into 
&«  antboritf  fbr  making  those  appointments — 
doubted  the  propriety,  and  condemned  the  ex- 
ptdlsncy  of  tnem.  After  a  oonsnltation  with 
that  diatingaiahed  statemnau,  the  late  Ur. 
Lownde^  £e  pnri^  of  whose  character,  the 
Kmndneas  of  whose  judgment,  whose  honomble 
Hiibition,  with  not  enough  of  the  alloy  of  self- 
iab)M«a  in  it  to  make  it  current  in  the  world's 
tnSe,  gBTO  to  hia  opinions,  while  he  lived,  the 
OMSt  impodng  woi^it.  Ifr.  F.  proposed  to 
■trikefnun  the  appropriation  bill  the  speciflo 
ifipmprialion,  and  to  add  the  amonnt  required 
Br  the  payment  of  the  commisfrioners  to  the 
nm  set  ^>art  as  the  oontingent  fond  for  foreign 
intcrconrse.  The  amendment  was  adopted 
rthont  a  division,  and  proved  acceptable  to 
the  amate.  The  object  was  to  throw  the  ex- 
pcndiiiire  opon  that  fond  which  was  iotrasted 
to  tbe  ihsotnle  diicretion  of  the  President,  to 
preitot  any  inferences  nnfavorablo  to  the  con- 
troHiag  power  of  the  Beoate  in  confirming  ^>- 
pomtment^  and  of  the  Uoase  in  creetjng  offices. 
Ilic  coBfdential  agents  appointed  to  n^otiate 
a  tmtj  with  Tarkey  hnve  been  appointed 
voder  the  tame  anthority  that  was  exercised  in 
1B18  by  Ur.  Uonroe.  If  there  was  any  differ- 
«Me  ia  prindjde,  the  difference  was  in  favor  of 
Ibe  present  aoministration.  The  commiMioners 
(o  Spanish  America  were  pahlio  political  agents 
*iih  Eied  aalaries,  protected  by  the  flag  <a  the 
Coiled  States  in  their  voyage,  and  by  the  com- 
miffiioiis  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  beiuing 
letters  to  the  Governments  they  were  sent  to 
Tisit,  and  entitled  to  reapect  in  their  known 
(nblio  political  character  fh)m  all  civilized 
anion*.  The  agents  to  Turkey  were  secret 
■gents,  withoDt  aalaiiee,  anthoriied  to  moke  a 
tt^y  of  commerce,  if  practieable,  without  let- 
ten  of  credence  to  any  power,  and  entitled  to 
■M  |>eenliar  protection  except  from  the  Tnrkish 
Cerenunent,  with  whose  offloers  it  was  oeoes- 
Wj  for  them  to  oonfer,  to  ascertain  the  prac- 
ticability of  effecting  the  objeot  in  view.  There 
wrtsioly  was  no  coarse  of  reasoning  that  wonld 
nake  Messrs.  Rhmd,  Offley,  and  Biddle  in  the 
'oKnt,  and  Moasrs.  Offley  and  Orane  m  the 
Jfmer,  effort  to  n^:oti8te  secretly  with  Tnr- 
*cj,  officers  of  Qovemment,  whose  appoint- 
aienM  oogbt  to  be  provided  for  by  law,  or  sub- 
ject to  the  controlling  power  of  the  Senate,  that 
vonld  not  more  atrongly  apply  to  the  case  of 


the  commissioners,  Bland,  Rodney,  and  Gra- 
ham, and  their  ■eoretory,  Brackenridge,  who 
were  sent  to  the  Sontli  Jjnerican  Statea  by  Ur. 
If  on  roe. 

Mr.  F.  s^d  he  had  hoped  that  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Benntor  from  niijioia 
wonld  have  met  the  approbation  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Txziwkll,)  as  he  pro- 
fessed a  perfect  readiness  to  pay  liberaUy  for 
the  services  rendered,  if  no  in&rence  against 
the  power  of  the  Senate  conld  be  drawn  from 
it.  He  contends,  however,  that  snch  an  infer- 
ence will  be  justifiable,  if  the  payment  is  not 
made  on  the  personal  application  of  the  pet- 
sons  who  rendered  the  service,  by  a  bill  special- 
ly reported  for  their  relief  and  originatmg  in 
tlie  HonsB  of  Bepresentativea.  Mr.  F.  did  not 
agree  with  the  Senator  on  this  point  All  tliat 
could  be  legitimately  inferred  from  the  pro- 
posed increase  of  the  oontingent  fimd  was,  that 
Oongreaa  decided  that  the  oommisntmera  ahonld 
be  remnner^ed  for  serrioea  rendered  in  Turkey. 


therefore,  nnneoessory  to  the  protection  of  the 
Suiate,  and  objectieuaUe ;  as,  with  the  osten- 
sible porpose  of  extracting  a  conclusion  not 
liable  to  be  drawn,  it  gave  occasion  to  one,  nn- 
Justifiable  in  itself  reneoting  npon  the  present 
Administration,  and  the  present  Administration 
only.  Mr.  F.,  while  he  believed  the  present 
discnsdon  neither  called  for,  nor  in  place,  was 
not  unwilling  to  express  his  opinions  on  the 
qneation  suggested  by  the  Senators  from  Vir- 
^nia,  or  those  really  involved  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  payment  of  the  Turkish  oonunis- 
sioners.  He  coincided  in  opinion  with  the  Sen- 
ator on  his  light,  (Mr.  Tazkwux,)  that,  rince 
the  establishment  ta  the  Federal  Government, 
the  Executive  had  gcuned  upon  the  legislative 
branches  of  the  Government,  bad  encroached 
upon  the  authoritj  of  the  Senate ;  and  when- 
ever any  Senator  presented  himself  to  restore 
the  true  principles  of  the  eonstitntion — to  vin- 
dicate the  powers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  F.  would 
afford  his  nearty  snpport,  without  stopping  to 
(nquire  over  whose  prostrate  fortones  it  was 
necessary  to  march,  in  effecting  that  great  ob- 
ject. In  the  important  bctsiness  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, it  appeared  to  him  that  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  intended  that  every  negoti- 
ation, from  ita  inception  to  ita  consnmmation, 
should  be  made  known  to,  and,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, be  under  the  control  of^  the  Senate.  In 
the  first  years  of  the  Govenment  such  seemed 
Eo  have  been  the  practice-  General  Washing- 
ton frequently  presented  to  this  body  such 
questions  as  these  r  Shall  a  n^otiation  be 
opened  with  such  a  power?  BhalTinstruations 
to  this  ta  that  effect  be  given  t  Shall  a  treaty 
be  formed,  if  the  mntnal  stipulations  indicated 
ebould  be  agreed  on)  In  this  proetioe  Gen- 
eral Washington  did  not  persist  An  event  oo- 
jcurred  in  1796,  having  no  doubt  some  influence 
in  Jnstifying,  in  the  minds  of  our  Presidents,  if 
it  did  not  oocosioD,  this  change,    A  subject  of 
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vast  cODseqaencM  was  sabmitted  to  tlie  decis- 
ion of  the  Benate  in  secret  eieoutiTe  Bession, 
under  the  moat  SBcred  obligation  not  to  be  dis- 
etosed  bj  any  Senator.  No  eooifer  had  the  Sen- 
ate a^onmed,  than  the  vhole  matter  was 
spread  before  the  pnblio  by  a  Senator  from  Tir- 
gmia,  (Mr.  Haaon.)  The  whole  connCrj  was 
thrown  into  confusion ;  warm,  animated,  angry 
discnmion  followed,  and  all  the  Bervices,  and 
virtues,  and  oharacter  of  Washington  were  in- 
saffioiant  to  save  him  from  the  censnre  and  re- 
proach of  a  part  of  the  eonntry.  Ur.  F.  did 
not  censore  that  diedomre ;  those  to  whom  the 
Senator  was  responsible  applauded  the  act ;  he 
would  not  qnestion  their  decision. 

It  was  soon  found,  as  the  Qovemment  moved 
on,  that  if  a  desire  was  felt  that  anj  mbjeot 
ahould  be  bmited  about  in  every  comer  of  the 
United  States,  should  become  the  topic  of  nni- 
versal  discussion,  nothing  more  was  necessary 
than  to  close  the  doors  of  the  Benate  chamber, 
and  make  it  the  object  of  secret,  confidential 
deliberation.  Onr  own  experience  shows  that, 
Id  this'  respect,  there  has  bMn  no  improvement ; 
the  art  of  keeping  State  secrets  !b  no  better 
nnderstood  now  than  it  formerly  was,  Tet, 
with  thesefncts  before  the  public,  tne  honorable 
Senator  from  Vii^oia,  nearrat  to  him,  (Mr. 
Ttlib,)  asserts  that  the  Senate  is  a  perfectly 
safe  depository  for  all  the  secrets  of  our  foreign 
dic^oroaoy. 

This  change  in  the  oonrse  of  tbe  Hxecutive 
Department  had  been  submitted  to  witbont  cen' 
■ore  or  resistanoe.  No  individnal  Seoator, 
even  as  tar  as  Mr.  F.  was  informed,  had  ever 
made  an  effort  to  drive  the  Executive  into  a 
foil  and  &ank  disclosure  of  the  myeterieB  of  onr 
foreign  intercourse,  or  to  sustdn  a  claim  to 
control,  by  senatorial  advice,  the  character  and 
exent  of  ttie  instmotions  given  to  our  foreign 
Minist«n  or  agents.  Thinking,  as  Mr.  F.  did, 
that  the  oonatitution  intended  uie  Senate  shoold 
be  previonsly  consnlted  on  all  points  of  foreign 
negotiation,  he  was  yet  compelled  to  admit 
that  the  usage  of  the  Qovemment  had  been 
uniformly  inconsistent  with  that  opinion.  Upon 
the  qnestion  of  appointments  to  new  foreign 
missions  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia  on  his  right  (Mr. 
Tazxwill)  hod  dwelt  with  so  much  zeal  and 
earneAnesa— the  right  of  the  President  to  orig- 
inate new  nusnons  during  the  reoess  of  the 
Senate,  although  exercised  in  many  cases,  and 
asserted  on  a  recent  occasion  by  the  late  Presi- 
dent, had  not  iMon  reusted  by  the  Senate.  In- 
dividual Senators  had  condemned,  and  had 
asked  the  Senate  to  join  in  the  censore  of  such 
acta  and  pretensions ;  but  the  Senate  had,  on 
every  ooDaHion,  evaded  a  decision. 

Both  the  great  parties  into  wliich  the  people 
were  supposed  to  be  divided,  had  united  in  the 
expediency  of  avoiding  collision  with  the  Pres- 
ident lon  this  question  of  power. 

The  motions  of  Ur.  Gore,  censoring  the  ap- 
pointment by  Mr,  Madison  during  the  reoess  of 
the  Senate,  of  Messrs.  Qallatin,  Bayard,  Ac,  to 


treat  under  the  Bnssian  mediation,  were  laid 
on  tbe  table  by  the  republican  votes  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  motion  of  the  present  Beeretarj  of 
the  Navy,  (Mr.  Branch,)  condemning  the  pre- 
tensions of  Mr.  Adam^  that  he,  as  Freeiilent, 
was  competent  to  appomt  Ministers  to  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
vote  of  the  friends  of  the  late  Administration. 
So  far  as  a  judgment  was  to  be  formed  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  any  Preeident  bad  a 
Twht  to  conclude,  whatever  may  be  the  opisim 
of  Ids  cabinet,  or  of  some  of  his  distinguished 
fiiends  in  either  or  both  Honaes  of  Coogreo, 
that  his  power  to  make  appointments  to  new 
missions  daring  the  recess  of  this  body  was  ad- 
mitted by  the  Senate  itself.  Mr.  F.  dyi  not  im- 
pute the  ^inre  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to 
assert  its  constitntional  rights,  to  party  consid- 
erations alone ;  although  it  had  unfortnnateiy 
happened  that  these  qaestions  were  always 
stirred  in  high  party  times,  and  pressed  with 
a  view  to  party  effect ;  the  subject  was  one  of 
difficulty ;  and  whenever  it  is  canvassed  as  it 
onght  to  be,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  relatiTe 
constitntional  power  of  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, it  would  be  found  that  a  decinon  either  in 
favor  of  or  against  the  power  of  the  President 
alone  to  appoint  to  new  miseions,  would  bo  at- 
tended with  serious  danger  to  the  public  inter- 
est. He  was  prepared,  whenever,  m  eiccnljve 
session,  it  was  proposed  unconnected  with  par- 
ty strile,  for  the  expression  by  the  Senate  of  a 
fixed  opinion ;  and  to  adhere  to  that  opinion  in 
all  fntore  intercoorse  with  the  Ghi^  Ma^ 
trate. 

Apart  from  these  questions,  the  experknce 
of  the  confederation  having  shown  the  neces- 
sity of  secret  confidential  agencies  in  foreign 
conntries,  very  early  in  the  progress  of  the 
Federal  GoTemment,  a  fund  was  set  apart  to 
be  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the  Presidcot 
of  the  United  States  on  bis  responsibility  only, 
called  the  contioRent  frind  of  foreign  inter- 
course. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  his 
right  (Mr.  Tazewell)  supposed  that  thb  fund 
was  for  the  payment  of  spies  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, who  mi^ht  be  imprisoned  or  hunx,  if  de- 
tected, with  ms  free  will,  as  the  United  States 
were  not  bound  to  protect  them.  This  would 
depend  upon  their  character ;  if  American  cit- 
izens, thay  would  be  entitled  to  protection; 
and  that  protection  should,  at  every  hazard,  be 
afforded ;  hut  this  term  spy,  to  which  the  geo- 
Ueman  chooses  to  confine  the  use  of  this  con- 
tingent fiind,  will  not  answer  his  puipose.  Foi- 
eign  Ministers  are  defined  to  be  privileged  spies, 
sent  abroad  to  lie  fbr  the  benefit  of  their  coun- 
try, fthe  last  part  of  this  definition  Mr.  F. 
hoped  was  not  always  accurate.)  If  the  Pm- 
ident  can,  on  the  strength  of  this  contingent 
fond,  appointspies,be  can  appoint  the  privileged 
f^ies.  But  on  what  ground  does  the  gentle- 
man narrow  down  the  use  of  this  contingent 
Amd  ?  It  was  given  for  all  purposes  to  which 
a  secret  service  fnnd  should  or  could  be  applied 
for  the  public  benefit.    For  spies,  if  the  gentle- 
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tnia  pleases ;  for  p«^ODS  sent  publiclj  and  se- 
tKilj  to  search  for  importent  information,  po- 
littcd  la  commercial ;  for  agenU  to  carrj  con- 
fldmdal  iastrQctions,  written  or  verbal,  to  our 
foreipi  Miniaters,  in  negotiations  where  seorecj 
uta  the  element  of  cuocese ;  for  agents  to  feel 
^e  pulae  of  foreign  Governments,  to  ascert&in 
if  treaties,  commercial  or  political,  could  be 
formed  irith  them,  and  with  power  to  form 
tttem,  if  practicable.  Bach  uses  have  been  fre- 
queiitl;  made  of  this  fund :  indeed,  the  propri- 
etj  of  thus  naing  it  is  now,  for  tbe  first  tjme, 
doubted.  Wh;  is  it  pobliclj  disousrad  f  Mr. 
F.  conM  not  probably  speak  of  what  the  exec- 
Qlire  journal  did,  but  he  was  aothoiized  to  aay 
whit  it  did  not  contain.  The  Senate  had  not 
censured  or  doabted  the  propriety  of  the  ap- 

Siintment  of  the  ageate  to  make  a  treaty  with 
ariey.  No  committee  of  that  body,  no  indi- 
<idnal  Senator  had  proposed  to  the  Senate  to 
eipresB  my  opinion  on  the  subject.  Bnt,  on 
thb  petty  appropnation,  the  grave  constitn- 
tiuosl  question  is  stirred  here  by  both  Senators 
from  Virginia — the  one  (Hr.  Tazxwbll)  from 
despair ;  the  other,  (Hr.  Tilks,)  beoaase  an  at- 
tack oogbt  to  be  openly  made. 

To  the  first  Senator,  Mr.  F.  would  snggest 
that  patriotism  shonld  never  despur  of  the  re- 
public; tod  that  the  people  might  possibly  re- 
mlDd  him  that  he  ahontd  not  invoke  Heresies 
until  he  pnt  his  own  shoulder  to  the  wheel. 
The  other  Senator  discloses  the  purpose  of  his 
moTemeat;  it  is  an  attack.  Certainly  the 
place  is  well  chosen,  and  the  attack  is  in  the 
ikk  of  time.  Mr.  F.  thought  the  executive 
scKion  was  the  tme  place  to  vindicate  t3ie 
rights  of  the  Senate  in  its  intercourse  with  the 
Chief  Magistrate — that  the  Judgment  of  the 
Senate  onght  to  he  distincUy  expressed,  not 
left  b  cbsrare  inferences  firom  omissions  or  ex- 
pressioDs  in  appropriation  acta — these  were 
proper  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
oogld  only  throngh  appropriations  check  the  ir- 
ngnlar  or  dangerous  action  of  the  Executive, 
bat  Dot  in  the  Benat«.  Yet  he  admitted  the 
propriety  of  taking  any  and  every  opportunity 
to  ^ve  warning  to  the  States  and  to  the  people. 
TLb  bung  the  avowed  object,  no  allusion  to 
Ac  handwriting  on  the  wall  was  neoeasary. 
The  Administration  was  in  the  balance,  and  the 
f^h  will  decide  whether  it  is  or  is  not  want- 
ing io  fidelity  to  its  trust.    Some  remarks  had 


spetkmr  freely  to  find  fhnlt  with  it  in  othei 
iideei  he  was  always  like  Locksley,  the  Bob- 
mhood  of  Ivanhoe,  ready  to  add  his  halo 
"vhenever  he  saw  a  good  shot  or  a  gallant 
blDT."  If  disposed  t«  criticize  he  should  find 
^  oppoiite  fault  with  both  the  Senators— they 
»en  far  too  courtly  for  the  meridian  of  the 
tidud  States.  They  had  adopted  and  acted 
BpoB  the  maxim  of  courtly  continental  Europe, 
aniofthe  palace  of  St.  James.  The  Chief 
'^istrato  can  do  ao  wrong— the  Wnisters  are 


indign 


(^lonsible — on  them  let  the  weight  of  public 
ignation  fall ;  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  (Mr. 
Tubwbll)  hod  gone  bo  far  as  to  express  the 
sentiment,  that  he  was  willing  to  have  the 
maxim  imiversally  acted  opon,  if  the  cabinet 
Ministers  could  be,  as  in  England,  brought  to 
the  bloek  for  giving  onconstitiitional  advice  to 
the  Fre^dent.  ITutil  the  constitution  changes, 
tlie  Chief  only  is  responsible  for  Executive 
acts ;  be  may  take  the  advice  of  his  Secreta- 
ries if  he  thinks  proper;  but  there  is  no  obli- 
gation upon  him  either  to  t^e  or  to  follow  that 
advice ;  and  if  he  does  both,  be  does  not  escape 
the  consequences — he  is  morally,  constitution- 
ally, and  legally  answerable  for  all  Executive 
acts;  and  Mr.  F.  thanked  Qod  that  whenever 
there  should  l>e  use  for  the  headsman's  axe, 
there  was  no  officer  of  this  Government  too 
\i  nor  too  low  to  escape  its  edge.  The  pres- 
__.  Chief  Maoistrate  asks  not  the  introduction 
of  thb  slaviBh  doctrine — late  discoveries  show 
that  he  is  not  willing  to  assume  the  obligatwns 
of  others,  but  he  boa  never  shrunk  from  his 
own.  If  there  is  one  characteristic  shove  all 
others  peculiarly  dislingaiahing  the  man,  it  is 
the  fearlessness  with  which  he  throws  himself 
upon  responsibility ;  not  with  the  reckless  in- 
ditference  of  a  profligate,  but  with  the  _ 
confidence  of  an  honest  mind.  Surprised 
Mr.  F.  was,  at  tiis  unuBual  effort  to  strike  over 
the  President's  shoulders  at  oigects  behind  him, 
and  sheltered  by  his  constitnliona]  shield,  he 
was  still  more  struck  with  the  distinctions  made 
in  selecting  points  of  attack.  The  Senator 
who  ted  l£e  assault  (Mr.  Tazewbu.)  charged 
upon  the  four  members  of  the  cabinet,  who  had 
been  formerly  members  of  the  Senate,  upbraid- 
ed them  for  the  inoonsistency  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Executive  with  certain  opinions  recorded 
in  the  journals  of  the  Senate  during  the  Pana- 
ma discussions ;  and  with  giving  to  tjse  President 
advice  to  violate  the  constitution.  The  S^reta- 
riea  of  State,  War,  and  Navy,  and  the  Attor- 
ney-General, were  condemned  for  having  ad- 
vised, or  for  not  having  prevented  by  their  ad- 
vice, a  violation  of  tnat  sacred  instrument. 
Why  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  eiolnd- 
ed !  He,  too,  is  a  constitutional  adviser  of  tha 
President,  under  the  like  obligations  to  give 
good  council  and,  by  so  doing,  preventing  vio- 
lations of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
country.  On  all  the  important  questions  aris- 
ing oat  of  llie  Panama  mission,  there  was  lit- 
tle difference  of  opinion  among  the  then  oppo- 
sition party,  of  which  the  Secretary  from  Penn- 
sylvania was  a  most  active  member;  and,  al- 
though not  recorded  here,  his  opinions  stand 
upon  record  elsewhere  on  those  questions. 
Why  is  he  of  Pennsylvania  excused  by  the 
Senator,  (Mr.  Tazbwbll,)  when  be  of  New 
York,  and  he  of  Tennessee,  and  he  of  North 
Carolina,  and  he  of  Georgia,  are  coadenined 
without  scruple  or  mercy  ?  Even  this  di» 
criminatioD,  singular  as  it  is,  is  BurpaMod  by 
that  of  the  other  gentleman  from  Viiviiua, 
(Mr,  Ttlxb.)    He,  tm,  seems  to  have  a  avor- 
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ite  in  the  cabinet,  the  Secretary  of  the  'Sa.yj, 
(BrMch,)  whom  he  has  amtiooslj  songht  to 
draw  ont  of  harm's  way  from  the  deadly  range 
of  the  too  hot  firQ  of  his  coUeagne.  Cannot 
onr  Navy  stand  firet  How  thu  Secretary 
(Branch)  was  the  author  of  the  TeeolDtiooa 
brought  up  in  judgment  against  the  cabinet — 
th»  approbation  of  the  other  three  Beoreta- 
rieti  is  inferred  from  tiieir  TOte  againat  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  Ihem  on  the  table — an  inference, 
oTCry  Senator  knows  ia  not  alwayi  correct. 
Yet  the  anthor  ia  to  be  ezoused,  the  Inferred 
approTeiB  condemned.  It  cannot  be  auppmed 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  woa  ignorant  of 
this  secret  negotiation  with  Turkey.  By  the 
&ct8  oommnnicated  to  the  Senate,  he  is  the 
only  one,  besides  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
certainly  was  informed  of  it.  The  eipensea  of 
the  agency  were  adranoed  by  the  Navy  Bepart- 
m^it,  and  repud  oat  of  the  contingent  fnnd  of 
foreign  intercoorse. 

The  commander  of  the  Uediterranean  sqnad- 
ron  woB  one  of  the  commiSBioners,  and  had  in- 
Btmctions  from  the  Navy  Department,  abont 
the  funds  to  be  nsed  in  the  negotiation  and  the 
movements  of  bis  ships,  to  facUitate  its  saocesa. 
Tet,  although  he  did  know,  and  it  is  nncertain 
whether  two  other  members  of  the  cabinet  did 
or  did  not  know  any  thing  aboaC  it,  he  is  not 
only  carefully  moved  out  of  the  way  of  re- 
proach, bnt  is  made  the  subject  of  a  spedal 
eulosium.  He  (him  North  Carolina  is  the  true 
republican  of  the  old  democratic  principles.  He 
is  a  star  who  never  suffered  dim  eclipse,  nor 
shed  disastrous  twilight  over  half  the  nations ; 
nor,  Mr.  F.  would  add,  with  fear  of  change, 
perplexed monarchs — andMr.  F.  would  say  fur- 
ther, if  dispoaedtoindnlge  Ina  prophetic  spirit, 
that  the  honorable  Secretary  never  would.  No 
disparagement  to  the  worthy  gentleman  was 
intended;  the  poetry  and  the  prophecy  might 
he  api^ied  to  all,  and  to  any  of  his  associates. 
Those  who  were  disposed  to  speculate  curlouBly 
into  the  circomstanoes  of  the  hour,  might  in- 
vestigate the  causes  of  these  strange  discrimi- 
nations. Yon  and  I.  Mr.  President,  said  Ur. 
F.,  adopting  the  habit  of  onr  New  England 
brethren,  might  make  shrewd  gnesses  at  the 
true  causes ;  bnt  whether  car  guesses  would  fly 
at  random,  or  directly  to  the  mark,  is  not  at 
present  of  mnch  importance — now,  it  is  neces* 
sary  only  to  mark  the  fact  that  the  discrimina- 
tion is  made.  Leaving  the  favored  pair  to  re- 
joice, the  one  at  bia  perfect,  and  the  other  at 
his  partial  immunity,  and  the  unfortnnate  tri- 
umvirate to  repine  at  their  fate,  and  bear,  with 
all  the  grace  in  their  power,  the  galling  fire  of 
Virginia's  wrath,  Mr.  P.  would  proceed  to  eon- 
aider  the  attack  as  if  made  upon  the  only  re- 
sponsible officer,  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  obar^d  with  lawless  acts,  with 
the  first  violation  of  an  important  provision  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
murpatioD,  into  bis  own  hands,  of  a  power  con- 
fided to  him  eonjdntly  with  the  Senate. 

The  Senatcw  from  Tii^nia  who  first  spoke  on 
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the  subject,  (Mr.  Tazbwkll,)  denied  the  coRect- 
ness  of  the  distinction  between  agents  asd 
officers  of  the  Government.  The  distinctiui 
might  not  be  sound;  but  one  thing  was  certain, 
that  it  had  always  been  made,  and  always  had 
been  and  was  now  acted  upon.  Every  head  tX 
a  department  occasionally  employs  and  pa^a 
agents  in  the  execution  of  the  dnti«a  of  Us 
office,  on  the  streneth  of  the  contingent  flmd 
submitted  to  bis  disonraemeot.  We  have  cnn- 
Bola  appcnnted  onder  the  constitntion,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  BoiUe: 
commercial  agents  selected  by  the  Prcddoit 
with  consular  powers,  about  wbooe  apfmsXr 
meat  the  advice  and  consent  <A  the  Senate  tra 
never  asked.  We  have  agente  or  oommissioiier* 
to  make  contracts,  treaties  they  are  called,  with 
Indian  tribes.  These  app(diitmeiitB  w««  in  tbe 
first  days  of  the  Government  aabmitted  to  th* 
Senate,  but  were  soon  made  at  the  discretion  of 
the  President  or  his  Secretary  of  War,  without 
even  the  ceremony  of  statingto  the  Senate  that 
they  had  been  made.  We  have  foreign  Minis- 
ters and  charges  d'affaires  appointed,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  and 
ageudea  committed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
make  treaties  while  the  Senate  is  setting,  and 
secret  agents  to  make  treaties  abroad ;  and  in 
neither  case  is  the  Senate  informed  of  the  power 
given  until  it  is  executed,  the  bvafy  bung 
signed  by  the  empowered  agents. 

If  these  acta  are  lawless— if  these  are  vitia- 
tions of  the  constitution,  encroacbments  oo  the 
powers  of  the  Senate,  the  remedy  ahoold  come 
itom  Yirgittia,  for  Vii^iuia  was  t}ie  autlior  of 
the  evil.  If  the  constitution  lies  aufferiDg  ooder 
festeiing  wounds,  the  blows  were  struck  by  her 
steel,  and  it  is  her  duty  to  apply,  the  soverugn 
balm — the  mst  of  the  weapon  heals  the  woonos 
it  has  made.  The  first  stab  was  given  by  the 
parental  hand  of  Washington.  Jefferson,  and 
Madison,  and  Monroe,  have  each,  in  turn,  etniok 
deep  into  the  vitals  of  the  victim.  Ay,  wr,  if 
her  Senators  are  right  in  principle,  they  can 
point  to  as  many  gaahee  in  the  constitntion,  as 
Antony  bared  to  the  view  of  the  Roman  peo- 
ple on  the  mangled  body  of  their  dead  Onear. 

Mr.  F.  would  not  fatigne  the  Senate  by  bring- 
ing again  into  view  all  the  examples  of  appoiat- 
menta  like  those  of  the  commisaionera  to  Tur- 
key. He  would  touch  only  two  or  three  of  tha 
most  striking ;  some  of  the  prominent  ciromn- 
atances  of  which  had  escaped  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  LrriKa- 

On  the  SOtfa  of  March,  1795,  David  Hum- 
phreys, Minister  of  the  United  States  to  Por- 
tugal, was  appointed  by  General  Waabington, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  a  commi^ioner 
to  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  Algiers.  He  negotiated  a  treaty,  by  bis 
deputy,  J.  Donaldson,  jr.,  in  September,  1796, 
bnt  signed  it  himself  at  Lisbon,  on  the  SSth  of 
November,  1796.  This  treaty  was  negotiated 
nnder  a  full  power,  bearing  Ute  sign  manual  of 
the  President,  and  the  broad  seal  of  the  United 
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Statea.  It  was  submitted  to  tbe  Senate  in  Feb- 
nui7, 1?9S,  and  r&UGed  on  tbe  2d  of  March, 
ITM,  by  a  Tota  of  twentj-tbree  to  two. 
No  DOminstion  of  Mr.  Hnmpbre^B  was  made 
to  tbe  Senate.  Tbe  tenth  Be«aion  of  tbe  Senate, 
an  extra  aeasion  called  by  President  Wasbing- 
(00,  began  on  tbe  Bth,  and  doaed  on  the  2flth 
of  JoM,  1795.  Here  there  wsi  a  confidential 
eommissioner  appointed  nnder  a  flill  power, 
duiag  tbe  recess  of  the  Senate,  not  nominated 
U  tbe  Senate  at  its  sacoeediug  session,  and  abont 
Thrae  movements  nothins  was  known  nntil 
kts  in  tbe  second  session  after  his  qqwintment ; 
vhoD  tUs  nower  haTing  been  ancoMBfiilly  exe- 
OBted  bj  the  formation  of  a  treatj,  that  treaty 
Tss  aabmiited  for  q>proTal,  and  ratified  almost 
nnaBioioitdj,  wilbont  a  whUper  of  disapproba- 
tion on  the  nmrse  putsned  h;  Qeneral  Wash- 
ingtoD,  or  a  donbt  aa  to  bis  right  to  the  esdn- 
BTe  power  exercised  bj  him. 

A  like  oonmiisROn  waa  giTen  to  Mr.  Hnm- 
{Areyi  at  As  same  time,  80th  Msrob,  1796,  to 
mile  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
TripolL  Joel  Barlow  was  sabstitnted  tbe  10th 
ofFebmaiy,  179ft;  a  treaty  was  negotiated  on 
Uw  Mi  (tf  jaunary,  179T,  and  lud  before  tbe 
Scute  aa  the  26th  of  May,  1797.  Two  sessiona 
of  Congress  intarrened,  and  three  sessions  of  the 
Beule,  between  the  appointment  of  tbe  com- 
mlMoner  sod  the  submission  of  tbe  treaty  to 
A«  Senate,  daring  all  of  which  General  Wash- 
ingten  was  President  Mr.  Adams  submitted 
the  treaty  for  ratifloatJon  daring  the  third  sea- 
(ioa  of  Oaugress  snooeeding  the  appointment  of 
t)ie  EommiHioner.  No  nomination  was  ever 
luda,  and  the  conduct  of  tbe  ExeontiTe  in  both 
cues  WIS  approved.  Mr.  F.  wooldnotsay  that 
what  had  been  dwie  in  those  days  was  right, 
IwooM  it  WSH  done  by  the  great  model  for 
■Uteanen  and  citizens ;  bat  be  woold  say  that 
Sm  Freddent  oonld  not  be  justly  charged  with 
now,  lot  the  first  time,  TJolBting  the  constitu- 
tioD,  when  be  bad  taken  sncb  examples  for  bis 

es,  and  squared  bis  condnct  by  the  rale  of 
hington.  Mr.  F-  would  not  press  the  snb- 
Kqwnt  ^ipotntments  made  by  the  saoceeding 
PmidenU  from  Virginia,  as  all  bad  been  al- 
luded to,  exeept  the  reroarkabla  one  made  by 
Mr.  Uadisoo  in  1818.  William  Sbaler  and 
Imsc  Obttincey  were  appointed  on  the  21th  of 
AagoBt  of  that  year,  oommissioners  to  alter  tbe 
treuy  then  recently  mode  with  Algiers  by 
Slislcr  and  Decatar,  under  a  commission  to  them 
ud  Oiptain  Bdnbridge.  This  alteration  was 
>udebj  treaty  on  the  38d  of  December,  IBIS, 
ud  ratified  daring  Hr.  Monroe's  administra- 
tiMi,  In  of  February,  1832 :  yeas,  42— nays, 
ocne.  Mr.  F.  hod  both  commissions  in  bis 
liMrf";  they  wore  full  powers  under  the  sign 
unnslof  the  Prewdent  and  brood  se^  of  the 
Vuitid  St^aa,  !a  all  respects  like  the  powers 

Cted  to  Biddle,  Offley,  and  Rhind.  In  these 
ineei,  slso,  the  Virginia  President  did  not 
■Atbeadrioe  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and 
ooped,  Hka  bis  great  predecessors,  all  censare 
ud  trnvk.    The  honorable  Senntors,  how- 


ever, admit  that  all  these  things  have  been 
done,  and,  as  they  say,  ligbtfulTy  done ;  and 
tbeir  opinions  against  tlus  Torkish  negotiation 
rest  upon  tbe  correctness  of  oertain  distinctions 
they  have  presented  to  the  Senate.  They  ad- 
mit that  tbe  former  Presidents,  beginning  with 
General  Washington,  have,  during  tbe  recess 
of  tbe  Senate,  rightfolly  appointed  commission- 
ers to  treat  of  peace  and  oommerce  with  the 
Barbary  Powers,  whose  names  were  not  sent  to 
the  Senate  at  subsequent  sessions.  They  admit 
that  Messrs.  Gallatin,  Bayard,  and  Adams  were 
rightfully  appoint«d  daring  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  to  treat  with  Great  Britain  %nder  tbe 
Bussian  mediation.  They  admit  that  the 
President  has  rightfolly  negotiated  treaties  in 
Washinccton  during  tbe  reoass  of  the  Senate, 
and  during  the  sessions  of  this  body,  withoat 
asking  its  odvioe  and  consent,  by  tbe  instru- 
mentality of  the  State ;  and,  admitting  all  this, 
they  accnse  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
of  disregarding  the  constitution,  for  having  ne- 
gotiated, through  the  instrumentality  of  secret 
agents,  a  commercial  treaty  with  Turkey. 

The  honorable  Senators  unite  in  resting  this 
apparent  inconsistency  of  opmion   on   these 

First.  On  tbe  ground  that  all  the  previous 
appointments  of  this  kind  were  made  during 
war.  A  state  of  war,  in  their  judgment,  justi- 
fies during  the  recess  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  moke  peace;  but  does  it  Justify, 
also,  the  failure  to  ask  a  confirmation  of  the 
^pointment  of  those  oommissioners  at  the  sao- 
ceeding session  of  tbe  Senate  t  It  was  not  so 
contended  when  Mr.  Gore's  resolntions  were  dis- 
cussed. This  resort  to  the  war  power  is,  how- 
ever, cert^nly  oonvenient,  as  carried  to  its 
Intimate  extent ;  it  renders  any  participation 
of  the  Senate  in  tbe  boaioess  of  re-establishing 
tbe  r^ulations  of  peace  altogether  superfluous. 
It  proves  too  much  for  the  gentleman's  purpose. 
It  involves  besides  the  truth  of  one  of  these 

Sropositions,  to  both  of  which  Mr,  F.  expressly 
issented:  either  that  the  sole  power  of  tbe 
President  over  the  foreign  rel^ions  of  tbe 
United  States  was  enlarged,  or  the  controlling 
power  of  tbe  Senate  over  those  relatione  dimin- 
ished, by  tbe  state  of  war — propositions  far 
more  dangerous  in  their  consei^aencea  than  any 
that  conld  arise  from  the  practice  of  appointing 
secret  confidential  agents  m  negotiating  treaties 
of  commerce.  Mr.  F.  did  not  oelieve  that  any 
gentleman  would  risk  his  reputation  as  a  states- 
man, (if  he  miglit  use  tbe  tenn  without  offence 
to  tbe  Senator  behind  him,  (Mr.  Tileb,)  who 
had  honored  it  with  a  peculiar  sneer,)  sei^usly 
contending  that  either  was  true;  yet,  he  snV 
mitted  with  confidence  to  the  judgment  of  tbe 
Senators,  if  one  of  them  was  not  tbe  inevitable 
result  of  the  dlstinotion  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia, 

The  facts  in  tiie  cases  referred  to  did  not  bear 
tbe  gentiemen  out,  even  if  their  distinction  was 
just;  all  the  appointments  made,  were  not 
made  during  a  state  of  war.    Here,  however, 
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a  reliance  U  placed  upon  another  ground,  eorer- 
ing  all  the  appointments  made  to  treat  with  the 
powers  on  the  Barbary  coast.  It  was  said  they 
were  Barbarian  Powers,  and  not  tA  be  treated 
BB  civilized  natioos.  Indeed  I  Barbarian  Paw- 
erst  Foreign  Barbarian  Powers,  eert^lj  not 
dependents  on  the  United  States.  The  treaties 
formed  by  the  commissi  onera  mentioned  made 
the  United  States,  for  a  time,  their  trihntaries. 
As  this  VBs  a  grave  conatitntions]  question,  to 
be  tried  by  the  lacgnage  of  the  inatmment  it- 
self, Mr,  F,  woald  ask,  with  due  reapect,  why 
thegentleman  travelled  ont  of  the  instrument  to 
look  into  ^he  character  of  the  foreign  power 
with  whom  negotiation  was  directed  by  the 
President,  and  what  degree  of  civilization  in  a 
foreign  nation  was  necessary  to  bring  the  agents 
Bent  to  them  within  the  controlling  power  of 
the  Senate.  The  honorable  Senators  did  not 
as  yet  affirm  that  the  treatiea  made  with  them 
were  not  beyond  or  below  the  Senator's  orbit. 
Bnt  Mr.  F.  did  not  discover  any  reason  for  the 
participation  of  the  Senate  is  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  which  was  not  applicable  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  negatiatora,  if  they  were,  as 
contended  for  by  the  gentieraen,  officers  in  the 
technical  language  of  uie  coostitntion.  In  their 
Mai  to  find  them,  they  have  stmck  upon  dis- 
tinctions much  too  broad  for  their  purpose. 
Supposing  the  distinction  sonnd,  the  diattnction 
covers  the  Turkish  negotiation^  and  npon  their 
own  doctrines  the  Administration  stands  Justi- 
fied. Take  the  Algerines,  for  example's  sake: 
how  do  they  differ  from  the  Turks!  The 
European  would  call  the  Algerines  barbarians 
— BO  be  does  the  Turks :  the  Algerines  are  not 
Christians,  nor  are  the  Turks;  the  Algerines 
are  Mahometans,  so  are  the  Turks.  In  the 
event  of  a  mptare,  the  Algerines  imprison  the 
consuls  of  the  power  with  whom  tney  are  at 
war,  rednce  its  sal^ects  or  citizens  to  slavery, 
and  confiscate  all  the  property  belonging  to  the 
enemy's  nation  within  their  power — bo  do  the 
Turks :  on  the  principle  of  the  lex  taUonii,  the 
Algerines  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
roles  of  honorable  war — nor  are  the  Torka. 
The  genUeraan  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Taxxwill) 
says  Uie  Tnrks  have  been  a  formidable  p6wer 
before  the  American  Government  had  existence 
— so  have  the  Algerines,  althongh  their  Dey  is 
now  kicked  abont  with  as  littie  ceremony  as  a 
Cherokee  chief  How  long  is  it  since  ^giers 
has  made  the  most  fonnidaole  nations  of  Europe 
tremble?  If  antiqaily  of  strength  is  of  any  im- 
portance in  this  discusion.  the  barbarians  on 
the  roast  of  Africa,  so  called  while  they  were 
teaching  Enrope  civilization,  have  been  terrible 
for  centuries.  They  foiled,  in  all  the  pride  of 
bis  strength,  the  grandson  of  that  monarch 
under  whose  patronage  this  continent  was  dis- 
covered. He  who  humbled  France,  was  al- 
most master  of  Europe,  was  himself  reduced 
to  extremity  by  these  now  despised  Barbarians. 
Mr.  F.  was  nnable  to  discover  any  tangible  dis- 
tinction between  the  Mahometan  Powers  of 
A&ics,  and  tlie  Mahometan  Powers  of  Enrope 


and  Asia.  Turkey  was  distingniahed  from  the 
others  tn  the  eyes  of  Enrope,  out  that  distino- 
'  tion  was  founded  solely  upon  the  ge<^;rq>hical 
position  of  a  part  of  the  Sultan's  dominion*— a 
position  that  could  not  be  important  in  the 
question  before  tie  Senate.  Ocenpjing  an  in- 
teresting and  imposing  position  in  Europe,  lh« 
European  Qovemments  condescended  to  con- 
sider the  Turkish  Government  oa  part  of  the 
European  system.  It  was  one  of  the  make- 
weighta  in  the  balance  of  power — that  ehimen 
to  which  millions  of  lives  had  been  sacrificed— 
which  had  enabled  the  wily  diplomacy  of  artlnl 
despotism  to  atay  for  centnriea  the  <Biward 
march  of  reaaoD  and  liberty.  In  no  other  re- 
spects is  there  a  distinction  made  between  the  ~ 
Tnrks  and  other  Mahometan  Powers.  War 
and  peace,  and  treaties  of  commerce,  are  made 
with  all,  and  with  all  the  nations  of  the  world 
regolate  their  intercourse  as  if  they  were  Cbrii- 
tian  powera.  Until  tho  genUemau  can  find  a 
stronger  distinction  than  this,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  practice  of  former  Administra- 
tions in  their  interoonrse  with  Qie  Barbarian 
Powers,  covers  the  case  of  this  aecret  negotia- 
tion with  the  Barbarian  Turk. 

The  gentlemen  had  not  been  more  fortanat«  in 
maintaining  the  other  gronnd  chosen  by  them. 
Pressed  by  the  force  of  the  precedents  urged 
of  treatiea  made  without  the  Senate's  knowl- 
edge, by  the  instrumentality  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dnrrng  the  recess,  and  during  seeaiona 
of  this  body ;  treaties  of  commerce,  of  indem- 
nity, of  claims  due  to  and  by  the  United  Stales ; 
for  the  settlement  of  disputed  bonndories,  and 
for  cessions  of  extensive  territory,  the  Senators 
urge  that  the  negotiators  acted  la  tliese  eases  as 
the  Bgenta  of  the  President,  by  virtue  of  their 
commisfflons  as  Secretaries  of  State.  What  was 
there  in  the  commission  of  the  Screts^  of 
State  that  made  him,  as  offie\»,  a  negotiator  I 
What  was  there  in  the  law  creating  tJiie  office 
that  warranted  tliis  distinction  t  There  was 
certainly .  nothing,  either  in  the  eommiaaion  or 
act  of  Congress.  There  was  a  mistake  made 
by  the  gentlemen  destructive  of  their  oondu- 
aion ;  they  assumed  as  a  fact  what  did  not  exist. 
The  Secretaries  of  State,  acting  as  the  agents 
of  the  President,  did  not  negotiate  by  virtue  of 
their  conunissione  as  Secretaries  of  State — they 
were  appointed  by  the  Presidents,  under  their 
sign  mannid  and  the  broad  seal  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  special  purpose  of  making  the 
treaties  formed  by  thera  severally ;  tbey  hsd 
foil  powers,  such  as  were  granted  to  Biddies 
Offley,  and  Bhind.  There  waa  no  difference 
but  &is:  the  Secretaries  in  Washington,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  nation,  n^otia- 
ted-  tiieTurkishcommiasioners  transacted  their 
business  in  secret  at  Constantinople.  What 
constitutional  principle  justifies  the  appointment 
of  an  agent  here,  the  Senate  sitting,  pobliclj  or 
privately,  to  form  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  pow- 
er, that  will  not  Justify  the  a{nx)intment  of  a 
secret  agent  to  form  a  treaty,  if  practicable^  in 
London  or  Constantinople  t    The  place  where 
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the  power  granted  ia  to  be  oarried,  cannot 
(fiktdie  right  of  the  Preeident  to  grant  that 
poirer.  Snppose  the  Tarkish  Government  bad 
sent  a  Mcret  and  confidential  agent  to  Wash- 
ingUiD,  and  a  treaty  had  been  oonclnded  with 
him  hj  the  Secratanr  of  State,  aa  the  agent  of 
the  Preeident,  can  it  be  reaaonably  pretended 
that  the  appointment  of  the  Becretary  as  agent 
Tonld  not  have  been  a  oonatitntional  exercise 
of  power  by  the  President,  according  to  all 
put  naget  If  it  wonld  have  been,  ca»uistry 
itself  Doold  tkot  condemn  the  appoinbnent  of 
the  Norst  agents  who  bad  been  aent  to  Conatan- 

Mr.  F.  beljeved  the  oondnct  of  Ute  President 
ibictjj  correct,  if  it  could  be  ahown  that  the 
negotiation  with  Turkey  ongbt  to  have  been 
kept  aecret  Tlie  motives  ibr  a  secret  negotia- 
tioa  vera  to  him  obviom  and  laticifaotory.  The 
United  Statea  could  have  no  deure  for  anj 
political  connection  with  Turkey  ;  a  eommerci^ 
tiutj  had  long  been  considered  important,  and 
it  bad  alwajs  been  deemed  prudent  to  aec^  to 
ertibliflh  oommerical  relations  with  that  Gov- 
emneDt  bj  informal  secret  agents.  It  has 
beea  thoogbt  that  an  informal  agency  would  be 
man  likely  to  sncceed  than  a  public  Minister ; 
the  tniffiion  of  a  oonfldentiai  informal  agent 
mrnld  not  create  a  belief  that  we  wore  too 
inriona  to  sacceed,  while  his  secret  negotiation 
would  Dot  he  liable  to  be  defeated  by  the  iatlu- 
enu  of  the  great  powera  who  were  represented 
It  Constantinople.  It  was  apprehended  that 
ajiae  of  the  European  Governments,  none  of 
whom  dislike  to  monoplize  power  and  com- 
merce, might  not  be  pleased  to  see  Jonathan's 
long  sickle  thrust  into  the  golden  harvests  that 
grow  on  the  borders  of  the  Euxine,  and  might 
poniblj  use  some  little  artifices  to  prevent  it. 
There  was  Home  pride,  too,  in  refraining  from 
a  public  eSbrt  to  make  a  treaty  when  success 
vu  so  problematical,  and  with  this  pride  was 
QiD^ed  no  small  portion  of  Taokee  economy. 
A  public  mission  to  the  Tnrkish  Qovemment, 
RKceMfu]  or  onfortnnate,  was  alw^s  expeiisive, 
ud  there  was  a  wise  determination  not  toexpend 
■he  public  money,  if  the  object  in  view  could 
<i'>t  be  aeeomplished.  One  of  the  Senators 
^tnn  Virginia  (Ur.  Ttlbb)  had  dwelt  with 
troQg  emphasis  npon  the  character  Mr.  Rhind 
Pn  himself  in  a  letter  to  the  Seravtary  of 
^taie.  Suppose  that  the  respectable  and  worthy 
^  had,  in  the  vanity  of  recent,  and,  as  he 
booestlj  believed,  important  success,  considered 
Umulf  13  a  high  diplomatio  character,  his  view 
^f  it  did  not  determine  his  character ;  and  that 
Mnld  not,  from  the  papers  before  the  Senate,  be 
niaUkeo.  To  the  often  repeated  qnestion,  of 
^*  did  these  agents  differ  &Dm  the  public 
Kaiiters,  Mr.  F.  saw  but  one  answer — they 
*ere  not  accredited  by  the  heads  of  the  foreign 
"ovemment  with  whom  they  transacted  busi- 
"""—Ihey  carried  no  letters  credential,  and 
•jre  entitled  to  no  privileges.  It  was  not  Mr, 
''  ■  pnTpoHo,  nor  was  it  neoesaary  for  the  vindi- 
'■'^  It  the  Administration,  to  enstain  the  pro- 
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priety  of  this  distinction  between  agents  and 
Ministers ;  he  had  accomplished  his  otjeot  by 
proving  that  it  had  been  early  and  constantly 
made,  and  by  no  Presidents  more  frequently 
than  those  who  were  ^ven  to  nn  by  Virginia. 

The  honorable  Senator  who  led  the  way  in 
this  discnssion.  (Mr.  Tauweli.,)  not  satisfied 
with  having  charged  the  cabinet  with  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  oonstitntion,  seemed  deter- 
mined to  make  the  impression  that  there  had 
been  an  insidions  design  in  the  manner  of  ask- 
ing for  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  Turkish 
commissioners.  He  imagined  the  Secretary  of 
State  wished  to  entrap  the  Senate  into  a  sano- 
tion  of  the  original  appointment  of  these  con- 
fidential agents.  "  The  Secretary  knew,"  the 
gentleman  sud,  "  at  the  he^ning  of  the  aes- 
won  of  Congress,  that  this  appropriation  would 
be  wanted.  The  Secretary  asked  it  not  of  the 
House  of  BepresentAtivee,  where  the  appropria- 
tions ought  properly  to  originate ;  hut,  at  this 
late  day  of  the  Senate,  through  their  Com- 
mittee of  Finance."  No  dedre  to  receive  a 
sanction  of  the  appointment  of  these  commia* 
sioners  could  exist,  after  the  treaty  formed  by 
them  had  been  ratified,  witboat  Uie  slightest 
intimation  from  the  Senate  that  there  had  been 
any  inwularity  in  the  manner  of  appointing 
them.  The  history  of  the  tranaacbon  is  an 
ample  refutation  of  this  ungenerous  charge. 
The  Turkish  treaty  was  not  disposed  of  until 
the  general  appropriation  bill  had  passed  the 
Hotise  of  Representatives ;  the  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  the  service  ren^r^  could 
not  be  asked  for  imtU  the  question  on  that 
treaty  was  decided  here ;  and  when  it  was  de- 
cideiL  the  appropriation  was  requested  where 
only  It  coahl  properly  be  made.  The  aaaertiou 
of  the  gentleman,  that  appropriation  bills  ought 
properly  to  originate  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, was  not  American  in  its  character ;  it 
was  borrowed  trom  England.  The  House  of 
Oommona  of  Hie  Enslish  Parliament  weerts  its 
right  to  originate  all  money  bills ;  the  House 
of  Representativea  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  no  exclusive  right  to  orig- 
inate any  bille  but  those  for  raising  revenue ; 
and  recent  oircumstanoes  were  well  calculated 
to  raise  a  donbt  of  the  propriety  of  that  reetric- 
tion  upon  the  power  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  States.  Even  revenue  hills  could  he  amend- 
ed in  the  Senate,  and  Uie  appropriation  under 
disoUBSion  could  be  properly  made  if  the  Eng- 
lish rule  was  to  govern  our  practice.  There 
was  in  this  case  a  peculiar  propriety  in  asking 
the  appropriation  of  the  Senate.  When  these 
commissioners  were  appointed  fay  the  Presi- 
dent, he  might  have  paid  their  services  out  of 
his  contingent  fund ;  bat  scrupulonaly  desiroua 
not  to  use  the  discretion  over  it  vested  in  him, 
when  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary,  he  di- 
rected the  commissioners  to  be  told,  "  your  ex- 
penses shall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund, 
and  such  compensation  for  ;foar  servioes  as 
Congress  may  allow,"  Now,  ur,  to  have  asked 
this  appropriation  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
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tiyds  in  the  first  instanoe,  wonld  h&ve  been  to 
Apply  to  peraoDB  Tho  had  not,  and  canniit 
Lave,  nntit  tlie  ratifications  of  the  Tarkish 
treaty  are  ezcbanged,  the  means  of  jodging 
what  Sam  oDght  to  be  paid  for  the  service 
rendered.  The  Senate  does  know,  and  no 
donbt  the  Eoiue  will  so  far  relj  upoa  onr 
knowledge  and  discretion  as  to  approve  the  aam 
that  may  be  fixed  apoa  here.  The  Exeontive 
is  nnfortnnate,  when  bis  BcrnpQloos  anxiety  to 
oonanlt  tho  representatlTes  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  States,  in  the  expenditure  of  pnblic 
money,  gives  birdi  to  a  charge  of  insidioaaly 
attempting  te  make  the  Senate  connive  at  a 
violation  of  the  constitution,  and  approve  of 
his  nanrpation  of  their  rigbtfnl  power. 

The  services  rendered  oy  the  commianonen 
had  been  slightly  spoken  of.  Some  snpposed 
that  a  treaty  with  Tnrkey  was  of  no  conse- 
qaence,  since  tbe  treaty  of  Adrinnople  between 
Bmaia  and  Tnrkey  bad  opened  tbe  cbannel  into 
the  Black  6ea  to  all  nations.  It  was  true,  that, 
by  tbe  stipntationa  of  that  treaty,  tbe  TnrkB 
bonnd  themselves  to  Bnsaia  to  admit  all  powers 
at  peace  with  the  Ottoman  Porte  into  the  Black 
Sea;  uid  Rnsaia  was  expressly  antbomed  to 
consider  a  disregard  of  that  etipnlMion  as  jnat 
CBose  of  war.  Still  the  treaty  of  Adrianople, 
dependent,  as  it  is,  npon  the  continuance  of 
peace  between  Russia  and  Turkey,  gave  tbe 
United  States  no  claim  upon  Turkey  to  a  free 
passage  through  the  canal  of  OoDstantinople : 
m  faot,  Americans  who  ventured  into  the  gold- 
en bom  were  oot  permitted  to  pass  through 
the  Black  Sea.    No  doubt  the  Qovernment 


of  the  treaty  made  witb  bim.  His  answer 
would  certiunly  have  been,  I  wish  you  to  have 
a  oommeroe  with  all  my  dominions ;  bnt  at 
present  I  cannot  pmdently  go  to  war  to  compel 
tbe  Tnrks  to  ftalfil  this  engagement.  When- 
ever oironmBtanoes  permit,  I  shall  recollect  and 
pnnisb  this  difiregard  of  the  promises  made  tome. 
Was  It  not  better  to  procure  from  the  Ottoman 
Forte  itself  tbe  right  to  a  participation  of  tbe 
commerce  of  the  Black  Sea — a  right  which 
would  be  independent  of  tbe  state  of  war  or 
peace  with  Russia,  than  thus  to  have  solicited 
tbe  exertion  of  Rnsdan  power  for  oat  benefit ) 
The  treaty  of  Adrianople,  withont  doobt.  facil- 
itated our  snocess.  Ttiat  onr  object  conld  not 
have  been  reached  without  a  treaty,  is  certain. 
We  know  that,  nnder  the  Turkish  constmoUon 
of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  nations  not  having 
treaties  with  Turkey  are  not  admitted  into  the 
Black  Sea — that  nations  having  oommercial 
treaties,  since  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  have 
sought  admisuon  under  the  protection  of  the 
promise  to  Rnssia,  and  that  it  has  been  refused ; 
tbe  answer  made  to  both  was,  the  cogBgement 
made  with  Russia  does  not  alter  onr  treaties 
with  other  powers.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Virginia  on  his  right  (Ur.  Taixwill)  had 
spoken  of  tbe  inconsiderable  benefits  likely  to 
arUe  out  of  the  commerce  to  the  Turkish  and 


Rnssian  settlements  on  tbe  Black  Sea.  Tbtra 
was  no  recent  iofbrmation  <»i  which  a  certun 
oalonlation  could  be  made  of  the  benefita  tiuX 
would  probably  reanlt  to  the  ooontry  from 
this  negotiation.  The  oommercial  oommnnitj 
would,  as  tbe  most  intelligent  xnerahaiits  be- 
lieved, profit  by  it.  Tbe  navigating  intereata 
oertainly  would,  nulees  the  ownars  of  ihipa 
had  lost  their  ancient  skill  and  enteri«iM.  In 
tbe  present  depressed  condition  of  the  naTigtt- 
ing  interest,  periahiDg  under  tbe  paralynng 
inHueace  of  our  internal  policy,  the  Administni- 
tion  had  done  its  duty  in  looking  to  onr  external 

Silicy  for  ita  relief.  Mr.  F,  bad,  with  some 
ligenoe,  sought  for  accurate  infonnation.  AI- 
tbong^  his  labor  had,  not  been  as  well  rewarded 
as  be  could  have  wished,  be  had  yet  eoUeeted 
some  fitct&  gleaned  frtna  the  historv  of  put 
years,  wUdi  wonld  afford  gmtlMnen  Ow  meaiu 
of  ^>proaebinK  the  troth  in  making  an  eatamate 
of  the  OTobable  boieflts  of  a  &m  oonunerM 
into  the  Black  Sea. 

After  b«ng  doeed  by  the  Tnrks  upon  all  tb« 
world  for  near  three  hundred  yeara,  from  147fi 
to  17T4,  the  pasaage  of  tbe  Block  Sea  was 
opened  to  Russian  vessels  by  treaty  in  1774. 
Chi  the  SSth  of  June,  IBOS,  by  a  treaty  fonned 
at  Paris,  the  French  flag  was  admitted  into  the 
Black  &ea ;  and,  shortly  after,  the  liberty  vS 
navigatingit  was sncoeasfiilly  demanded  by,  and 
yielded  to,  the  other  oommmtul   European 

In  1808,  81S  vessels  took  in  cargoes  in  tbe 
Russian  porU  of  tho  Block  Sea :  6S3  at  Odeasa, 
210  at  Taganrog,  38  at  Caffa,  1«  at  Eodoo,  7  at 
Sevastopol,  and  4  at  Cbonon.  Of  tbeae,  481 
were  Austrian,  829  RnaNan,  18  Ragoaan,  16 
Ionian,  16  Trench,  7  Kngliah,  6  Idri^  and  8 
Spanish. 

In  1617,  l.BSB  vessels  entered  tbe  port  of 
Odessa  alone :  180  Boasian,  186  Austrian,  164 
English,  48  French,  18  Spuish,  49  Swedi^ 
31  Sardinian,  66  Turkish,  7  Danish,  7  NesnoU- 
tan,  2  fficilian,  and  881  Rnssian,  eogagea  in 
tbe  coasting  trade.  In  the  same  year,  400 
entered  tbe  port  of  Taganrog.  In  1808,  there 
was  an  importation  at  Odessa  of  88,181  balM 
of  cotton.  In  1617,  the  freight  of  a  single 
article  of  commerce,  wheat,  shipped  to  Leghorn 
from  tbe  Black  Sea,  amonuted  to  |l,850,O00. 
All  these  tacts  related  to  the  Rnsrian  domin- 
ions ;  when  it  was  taken  into  view  that  the 
Turkish  domintonson  the  borders  of  tbe  Enzioe 
included  largo  cities,  with  a  population  exceed- 
ing 260,000  souls,  standing  on  the  borders  of 
rich  setilementB,  one  of  them,  Trebisond,  in 
the  direct  line  of  intercourse  with  the  Person 
Gulj;  it  might  be  furly  eonoluded  that  the 
owners  of  our  ships  would  find,  if  true  to  tham- 
selvea,  profitable  employment  for  their  now 
almost  nseleaa  property.  Tbe  prospect  of  pres- 
ent advantage  was  nothing  wnen  compared  to 
that  which  mu;ht  be  anticipated  hereafter.  Tbe 
Black  Saa  had  been,  at  more  than  one  era,  the 
heart  of  an  active  and  lucrative  industry. 
Prior  to  ti>e  establiahment  of  the  Ottwnan 
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A*  pover  of  Rossiaii  despotism,  which  is  oper- 
«Ui)g  u  tfaa  g«niiu  of  drllixMJon  in  that  por- 
ttun  of  the  globe,  it  is  igaia  becoming  th« 
ototi*  et  ktfanuitloa  to  oommeroial  enterprlBe. 
Hm  Bmrioo  dominions,  from  the  mouths  of 
th*  Dunhe  to  tbe  ports  of  St.  Nicholas,  south 
of  Om  Piwsis  or  Rione,  are  sdvandng  in  popa- 


t  inoredible  progress  of  our  own 
igidne  umpws  might  be  deoe'  ' 
■te  of  the  benefits  to  tiie  oon 
to  be  derived  notr  (M"  heraafter  from  this 
eeMAil  effort  at  n^otiation.  Mr.  F.  believed 
tbe  ocnntrT'  would  applaud  those  who  bad 
made  it,  sbimld  the  hopes  of  profit  be  disaj>- 
pototed,  realised,  or  exoeeded, 

Mr.  SiOTB,  of  Md.,  Mid  he  roee  beoanse  he 
Ad  not  pereeiTe  that  any  other  Senator  was 
SofonA  to  *PMk  on  the  snliject,  and  beoanse 
b«  tbooght  it  ids  dntj,  as  ohurman,  to  aostain 
the  ameBdmant  propoMd  to  the  appropriation 
bill  br  tbe  Ooamlttoe  of  Elnanee.     what 


tsaid>&.  S.  Siroplyanappro- 
pciatlm  to  pay  oertain  pereons  employed  by  die 
ke  Preaideat  to  negooata  with  the  Ottoman 
Porta,  In  wh^  they  had  been  nearly  snceess- 
'"';  and  to  pay  certain  other  persona  appdnted 


tbe  Porte.  Both  eommiaaioas  had  similar 
powers  and  limtlar  instrnctions.  The  treaty 
hu  bean  eoofirmed  by  the  Senate ;  has  been 
lugfaly  approved ;  and  the  question  is,  will  yon 
pay  for  the  labor  aotnally  performed  t  An 
uKodmeathaa  been  offered  by  a  Senator,  (Hr. 
Eui,)  to  apply  a  aom  folly  adeaoate  to  the 
ebieet  la  ^  of  the  oontiogent  f  and,  to  enable 
tb*  Resident  to  remnnwale  the  parties  in  snoh 
maoDer  u  he  may  think  proper.  Either  mode 
vil]  be  «qaally  agreeaUe  to  me.  All  tiiat  the 
eotaauttee  require  is,  that  the  persons  employed 
AbH  be  p^ ;  and  they  are  willing  to  adopt 
lh«  aDMndment  proposed,  as  they  find  that 
■sHodinent  moat  approved  of  by  the  Senate. 
Il  is  proper,  however,  for  me  to  state,  that  the 
~^"  *'"  e  bad  h*d  before  them  both  modea  of 
s,  and,  after  eondderatiun,  proposed 
9  snbject  before  the  Beaat«  in  a 
)  form,  to  that  all  who  read  might 
A  tiie  object,  and  beoanse  they  deemed 
it  to  be  more  ooonstent  for  Oongress  to  desig- 
Dtte  what  they  meant  to  pay  to  each  person, 
thu  to  leave  to  the  Exeontive  discretion  to 
■Bow  what  they  pleased.  I^e  Senator  fWnn 
Otalgia  has  shown  a  precedent  in  the  cow  of 
Ur.  Bodoey,  who,  it  was  determined  by  Oon- 
peK,  dioald  be  paid  from  the  contingent  ftand, 
«d  I  acqnieaeed. 

1  litUe  tbongfat,  Mr.  President,  that  a  oonstU 
tnOoaal  question  wonld  or  could  have  been 
nised  npm  a  qaestion  to  pay  for  Bervices  ren- 


dered ;  it  has,  however,  and  we  must  meet  it 
as  best  we  can.  Early  in  my  political  life,  I 
Boked  a  fHend  whether  it  was  true  that 
"  Rhode  Island  was  without  a  written  consti- 
tution; "  he  answered  that  "it  was  true;  "  that 
th^  did  well  under  their  charter  from  Charles  \ 
and  he  added,  "  ihat  a  written  constitution  was 
like  a  nose  of  wax,  which  could  be  monlded 
into  a  fiat  nose,  a  Roman,  a  Grecian,  or  png 
noea,  and  in  like  manner  an  ingenious  man 
might,  he  sud,  make  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  mean  something,  nothiuc,  any 
thing,  or  every  thing."  We  have  seen  that  it 
has  been  made  to  mean  every  thing,  by  the 
construction  pat  on  the  words  "  general  wel- 
fare ; "  and  tne  very  ingenions  Senator  from 
Virginia  shows  that  he  thinks  it  may  be  made 
to  mean  any  thing.  He  contends,  first,  that 
the  President  has  not  power  to  send  a  Minister 
to  a  foreign  court  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, where  no  Minister  had  previonsly  been 
sent ;  that  it  is  a  new  office  which  be  has  not 
the  power  to  create  alcHie ;  and,  secondly,  that 
tbe  President  has  not  tbe  power  to  send  a  com- 
missioner in  the  recess  of  the  Senat«,  as  a  secret 
agent  t»  treat  with  a  foreign  nation,  without 
niHninating  snch  agent  to  the  Senate. 

Tlioae  subjects  have  been  ably,  and,  to  my 
mind,  satiabotorily  discussed  by  tbe  Senators 
tKoa  LouiMana  and  Georgia ;  nor  would  I  enter 
on  those  subjects,  if  the  Senator  from  Virpnia 
had  not,  in  a  manner  very  pleasing  to  me,  ob- 
served, that  I  had  been  conmstent  in  my  opin- 
ion of  the  oonstitution  on  the  first  point;  evi- 
denUy  conveying  the  idea,  by  his  manner,  and 
by  what  he  said,  that  £  studied  more  the  expe- 
diency of  a  measnro,  than  the  true  meaning  of 
the  words  of  the  conetitntitm.  It  therefore 
made  it  inonmbent  on  me  to  state  my  rnider- 
etonding  of  the  points  submitted  by  that  Sen- 
ator. We  are  all  bound  by  onr  oaths  "  to  sup- 
port the  Oonetitotion  of  the  United  States." 
Each  will,  or  ought  to  be  governed  by  bis  con- 
science, and  by  his  own  jodgment.  I  meddle 
not  with  those  of  that  Senator,  or  any  other; 
theyaretheirown.  I  bottom  the  opinion  I  shall 
give  on  the  powers  vested  in  the  President,  in 
part^  fkim  never  having  heard  the  firet  donbted 
nntil  the  disouwon  on  the  Panama  misMon ; 
and  of*  the  second,  nntil  this  time.  I  consider 
both  those  powers  as  admitted.  They  may 
have  been  moated.  I  will  sot  say  they  have 
not.  If  they  ever  had  been,  it  has  totally  es- 
caped my  recollection.  My  oonstruction  of  tbe 
constitution  is,  '^Tbat  Ministers  to  foreign  na- 
tions, is  an  office  created  by  the  constitution, 
and  not  by  law."  The  article  says,  "  that  the 
Preddent  shall  have  power  to  appoint  ambas- 
sadors, and  other  public  Ministers,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,"  Again, 
be  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that 
may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  I 
contend  that  tbe  office  of  Minister  is  an  ori^al 
vacancy,  and  that  it  con  be  filled  in  the  recess 
of  tbe  Senate,  to  any  place  that,  in  the  mind  of 
the  President,  a  Minister  may  be  required,  by 
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merely  eleetioneeriDK.     What  vas  their  fitet 
Scouted  bj  everj  democratic  Beoator  as  mi- 
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the  exigency  of  the  case.  If  the  Senate  Uunk 
that  anch  an  ezigeocj  does  not  exist,  they  can 
r^ect  the  nominatlDn,  which  must  be  sent  to  it 
on  the  first  BOBwoa  thereafter,  and  this  ie  the 
poirer  of  the  Senate ;  mora  than  that  they  have 
noiL  and,  in  my  opinion,  that  power  is  ampl^ 
Bumtuent  for  the  correction  of  any  probable  evil 
that  might  arise  from  snch  a  power.  I  will 
State  a  caae.  We  have  never  had  a  Minister 
Aoatria,  The  Preeident  might,  In  my  opimon, 
send,  in  the  recess,  a  Minister  to  that  conrt. 
He  has,  I  thiuk,  the  power  under  the  constitu- 
tjon,  and  we  have  the  power  to  reject.  Am  I 
alone  in  this  opinion}  No^  sir,  my  learned 
&iead  from  Lonisiana  holds  the  same.  We 
were  both  fellow -laborers  on  the  democratic 
aide  a  long  time  past,  and  both  agree  that  it 
bad  been  a  reorived  opinioo.  Have  I,  Mr. 
Freudent,  no  otiier  antbority  t  Tea,  ur,  that 
of  the  great  apostle  of  the  democratic  party, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  fie  gave  a  practical  iUnstration 
of  his  opinion ;  and,  with  all  proper  deference 
to  the  Senators  of  Vireinia,  I  must  Ibink  that 
he  was  as  able  an  ezponnder  of  the  constitution 
aa  those  gentlemen.  Mr.  Madison  was  then 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  must  have  concurred 
in  the  act,  which  he  did.  We  have  all  been  in 
the  habit  of  believing  that  he  was  an  expounder 
of  the  oonstitntion,  in  whom  we  might  safely 
trust;  and  yet  the  Senator  (Mr.  Taxkwbu.) 
has  implicated  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  charge  of  a 
violation  of  the  constitution,  by  his  appoint' 
ment,  in  a  recess,  of  Mr.  Short  to  Bussia,  where 
BO  Minister  from  the  United  States  had  been 
before  Be  did  appoint  Mr.  Short  to  Bussia. 
This  amply  proves  uat  his  opinion  was,  "  that 
he  had  the  power,"  Ay ;  but,  says  the  Sen- 
ator, "the  Senate  rcgjecte^  the  nomination,  on 
'  the  ground  that  the  President  had  not  the 

rwer."  Admit  it.  Does  that  contradict  what 
have  said !  No,  air ;  Hr.  Je&erson  believed 
as  I  do,  that  be  had  the  power,  and  he  acted 
on  it.  which  is  the  best  possible  proof.  But 
did  tne  Senate  nyect  it,  on  the  ground  of  ita 
being  a  usurpation  of  power  t  Certainly  not. 
I  was  then  a  Senator,  and  know  that  the  rejec- 
tion of  Mr.  Short  was  for  causes  and  reasons 
entirely  different  The  question  of  power  may 
have  been  incidentally  mooted  by  some  of  onr 
speakers.  I  will  not  trust  to  my  medory  to 
say  that  it  was  noL  But  this  I  can  say,  that, 
if  animadverted  on  by  any  Senator  it  has  to- 
tally escaped  my  reoolleotioo.  I  think  it 
would  have  made  such  an  impression  on  my 
mind,  that  I  should  not  have  forgotten  it.  I 
repeat,  that  it  was  not  on  the  question  of  power 
that  Mr.  Short  had  been  rejectod.  The  first 
time  I  heard  that  the  power  was  doubted,  was 
on  the  Panama  question,  when  Mr.  Gore's  reso- 
lutions were  r^.  Those  resolutions  were 
.  presented  on  the  nomination  of  the  commis- 
flionera  sent  in  the  recess,  by  Mr.  Madison,  te 
make  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain.  I 
was  not  then  a  Senator.  Party  spirit  ran  high 
at  that  time ;  and  we  all  know  that  those  reso- 
lutiona    were  calculated  for   party  purpose^ 


The  two  members  from 
Rhode  Island,  and  one  from  Delaware.  And 
this  is  the  only  document  that  the  Senator  has 
produced  to  sustain  his  charge  against  Ur.  Jef- 
ferson, for  a  violation  of  the  constitution — a 
simple  resolution  presented— cot  acted  on — and 
not  sustwned  by  the  Senate,  It  died,  I  believe, 
a  natural  death.  Against  thosu  resolutions, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Senotor,  I  am  supported 
by  the  omnioa  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  my  learn- 
ed friena  from  Lonisisna,  and  by  the  conduct 
of  other  Administrations,  and  the  decision  of 
the  Sonate  on  the  Panama  question.  Let  tlie 
people  and  ray  constituents  jnd^e  which  of  us 
nave  prodncod  the  best  auwontiea.  Bat,  on 
all  constitutional  questions,  I  am  the  sole  judge 
for  myself,  I  rest  ou  my  oath,  and  as  my  poor 
Judgment  directs. 

The  Senator  has  sud,  and  truly  said,  that 
the  constitution  gives  the  same  power  to  the 
President  in  the  case  of  tbe  appointment  of 
judges,  as  it  does  in  that  of  Ministers  to  foreign 
nations.  I  agree  that  the  power  is  exactly 
similar  in  every  respect.  He  then  asks  trinmph- 
anUy,  "  will  any  man  say  that  the  President 
could  appoint  in  the  reoess  as  many  Jndges  ss 
he  might  think  proper  1"  I  answer,  yes — if  he 
bad  not  been  reslruned  by  law.  I  will  state  a 
case.  Suppose  the  Senate  had  risen  without 
conGrming  tbe  nominations  of  tbe  first  judges 
made  by  General  Washington;  there  would 
have  been  presented  the  anomaly  of  laws,  with- 
out judges  to  expound  and  administer  them. 
The  President  is  bound  by  the  constitntion  to 
attend  to  the  execution  of  the  laws.  Without 
judges  that  duty  could  not  have  been  perform- 
ed. The  constitution  created  the  office  of  judge, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  it  wonid  have  been  uie 
duty  of  Preadent  Waahmgton  to  appoiat  judges 
in  tbe  recess,  to  be  nominated  to  the  Senate, 
at  (heir  next  session,  for  their  ^probation  or 
r^ectioD.  Offices  recognized  by  the  eonstita- 
tion  or  the  laws  must  be  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  President  during  tbe  recess  of  tbe 
Senate,  when  the  public  good  requires  it ;  and 
''le  corrective  of  his  exercise  of  this  power  lies 
I  the  Senate's  power  of  rejecting.  "  Bnt," 
said  the  same  Senator,  "  we  have  now  seven 
jndges ;  can  the  President  appoint  an  eighth  in 
the  recess  of  the  Senate  ? "  I  answer,  no :  be- 
cause the  law  has  established  the  nnmber, 
which  he  cannot  exceed,  and  that  number  is 
leven.  He  could  not  appoint  an  eighth  either 
n  the  recess  or  during  the  sesuon  of  the  Sen- 
ite,  until  the  law  is  altered,  and  an  incr«aae  of 
the  number  authorized. 

The  Senator  (Mr.  Tubwsu.)  has  enaphati- 
cally  teld  us,  not  on  his  opinion,  but  positively, 
peremptorily,  that  "the  President  bad  commit- 
ted a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution  in 
sending  commissioners  in  the  recess  to  make  a 
treaty  with  the  Porte,  without  nominating 
them  to  (lie  Senate,  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
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of  thia  bodj,"  This,  Mr.  PresidenLia  ft  pave 
cliuge  against  tbat  high  officer.  What  is  the 
meAiiing  of  the  word  "p&IpableT"  Johnson 
njs  tluit  one  of  Its  meatiIiig«-lB  "plain,  easily 
perceptible."  That  is  to  etj,  eo  plain  and  eas; 
lo  be  onderatood,  that  he  who  reads  niQHt  an- 
dersUud.  la  it  then  to  plain  f  It  appears  that 
the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire,  Louis- 
iuu,  Horth  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  do  not  find 
it  M  plain;  the;  cannot,  they  have  said,  see 
id;  violation  whatever,  nor  can  I ;  nor  haa 
%aj  of  all  onr  Presidents  been  able  to  see  it. 
For,  sir,  in  all  but  one  of  the  Adnuniatratlons 
the  Hme  act  has  been  done.  All  the  Presi- 
dents have,  then,  been  violators  of  the  consti- 
tntion ;  the  Senate  also,  for  every  Senate  has 
HDctioned  the  violation.  And  now,  for  the 
fint  time,  It  is  to  be  understood  that  it  Is  a  vio- 
lation ;  and  It  is  to  be  charged  home  on  An- 
drew Jackson,  as  the  only  one  who  has  com- 
mitted the  sacrilege.  Is  this  fair,  is  it  properl 
When  the  Senator  must  have  known  that  Gen. 
Jukson  had  pnrsned  and  acted  npon  the  course 
of  sU  his  predecessors  from  Washington  down, 
u  wen  as  on  his  own  opinion.  The  President 
it  the  only  responsible  officer.  It  will  not  do 
to  go  behind  him  to  attack  the  Secretary  of 
BtUe,  (for  I  think  it  probable  that  he  alone  was 
coniDlted,  and  he  alone  was  the  adviser.)  It 
will  not  do  for  the  Senator  to  say  that  he,  the 
President,  knew  little  of  the  STibiect,  and  acted 
becHua  he  was  Ignorant,  and  therefore  onght 
tobeeiDiued.    No,  sir;  if  be  haa  done  wrong, 


nent  that  h 


snpport,  iga 


. .  ,  Ignorance 
loplea;  and  this  exonse  for  him  is  a 
more  violent  insult  than  any  that  could  be 
offered;  at  least  so  I  nnderstond  it.  But.  Hr. 
Pre^dent,  has  there  been  any  violation  of  the 
coulitationt  The  Senators  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  think  not,  and  I  cononr  with  them 


le  8enat«  the  nomination  of 
erisDch  as  those  nnder  consideration?  Never; 
I  ehsllengo  those  Senators  to  show  one  solitary 
iostanoe.  I  do  not  confine  my  question  to  Ma- 
hHuetan  but  to  Christian  powers,  which  if  they 
canuot,  (and  I  know  they  cannot,)  then  how 
can  tha  Senator  (Mr.  Takkwiu.)  ebarge  the 
President,  General  Jackson,  with  having  oom- 
>iiitiad"aflag[rant  usurpation  of  power,  in  fla- 
pant  derogation  of  the  powers  of  the  Senate  ? " 
Bow  can  the  Senator  from  Vir^ma  nrge  "  that 
)k  may  like  the  treason,  therefbre  voted  for 
lU  treaty,  but  iletesU  the  traitor." 

Hr.  President,  rising  so  late  in  the  debate,  I 
hive  fnand  all  that  I  maant  to  say  taken  from 
Be  by  tbfl  Senators  from  Lonisiana  and  Gteor- 
e^a,  and  more  ably  cert^nly  than  I  would  have 
wnvejed  them.  I  may,  however,  be  pardoned 
nr  bllaving  theni,  and  perhaps  repeating  after 
liMn.  It  cannot  be  too  often  urged  that  Gen- 
^  Jackson  haa  pnraaed  the  precedent  set  him 
%  ill,  or  almost  every  one  of  his  predecessors. 
Tbe  Senator  from  t/tuiuana  has  read  to  yon  a 
nrietf  of  instanoes  of  oommissionera  who  had 


been  sent  by  different  Presidents,  treaties  nukto 
by  them,  and  confirmed  by  tbe  Senate  withont 
any  nomination,  and  not  a  word  lisped  of  its 
being  nnccKutitntional :  the  Senate  thna  oon- 
flrming  the  constitntionality  of  the  power  that 
had  been  exeroised.  The  Senator  itam  Geor- 
gia has  produced  others.  One  by  General 
Washington  in  170S.  In  that,  the  power  under 
the  great  seal  and  the  sign  mannal  of  the 
"  Father  of  his  Country,"  was  fpven  to  Mr. 
EnmphreyB,  then  a  consnl  or  Jfinister  rerident 
(I  know  not  which)  at  Lisbon,  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  Mr.  Hnni- 
phreys  transferred  his  power  to  Mr.  Simpson, 
who  made  a  treaty  which  became  the  law  of 
the  land.  Was  either  Mr.  Simpson  or  Hr. 
Enmphreys  ever  nonunated  to  the  Senate  f 
Never.  Kot  a  whimper  of  UDconstitotloDality. 
The  Senate  slept  at  their  post,  and  now  General 
Washington  is  found  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia to  be  a  palpable  violator  of  the  constita- 
tion.  Again,  Messrs.  Rodney,  Bland,  and  Gra- 
ham were  sent  as  commissioneni  to  the  South 
American  States — Christian  States.  Were  they 
ever  nominated  to  the  Senate  T  No,  At.  The 
late  President  gave  a  commission  to  Mr.  OSey 
and  Commodore  Crane,  to  treat  with  the 
Porte.  Were  they  ever  nominated  to  the  Sen- 
ate T  No,  sir.  So  tiiat  Mr.  Adams  was  also  a 
violator;  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr,  Madison  did  the 
same.  Mr.  Monroe  followed  after,  and  acted 
in  like  manner.  Where  were  the  advisers  of 
thoae  gentlemen.  Where  the  advisers  of  Mr. 
Monroe  t  For  it  la  well  known  that  he  acted 
on  Aill  advisement  of  his  cabinet.  Where,  I 
ask,  were  they  all,  that  they  did  not  prevent 
him  from  committing  this  presumed  violence 
of  the  constitution  t  Were  they  all  asleep  at 
tbdr  posts  I  We  must  conclude  that  none  of 
them  considered  it  a  violation  of  power. 

The  Senator  fVora  Virginia  said  that  it  would 
be  a  thing  unheard  ol^  unknown  to  tbe  history 
of  the  world,  "that  a  power  at  war  shonld 
send  a  Minister  to  the  power  with  which  it  was 
at  war."  Why,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator's 
reading  and  mine  must  have  been  very  diSer- 
enL  Mine  says,  that  there  Is  no  event  mors 
common.  I  am  now  reading  Siamondi's  Italian 
Republics.  The  small  States  of  Italy  were  in 
almost  perpetual  war  with  each  other-  and 
nothing  more  common  than  the  sending  Minia- 
ters  from  one  city  to  tbe  Dther  to  treat  whilst 
war  raged  between  them.  Bat,  sir,  I  will  read 
some  recent  cases,  some  in  which  we  had  an 
interest: 


tallies,  SOth  JaniurT,  1T8S. 

"The  most  Chrinian  King  and  the  King  of  Great 
Brtt^n,  wishiag  to  put  an  end  to  th«  caiamilies  of 
war,  nominated  to  that  eRecl,  on  the  part  of  tha 
former,  the  Count  of  Vergennes,  and,  of  the  latter, 
Alloyn  Fitzbeitert,  Esq.,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
his  said  H^esty  the  King  of  Great  Britidn,  who, 
having  commanlcated  their  ftill  powen  in  the  form, 
liave  agreed  upon  the  foUowing  preliminaries;" 
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Srcosd. — Fr«Uniinu7  articlM  of  peace  riened  at 
London,  Ist  October,  ISOl,  between  Lord  Hnirkt*' 
bui7  and  Loaii  WllUun  Otto.  They  conunnnloated 
tbeir  fan  po«eieiiidiietbrm,*tid  ' 
the  articles. 

In  I7»,  Lord  Xdmeeborr  -w. 
eii;  of  the  French  republic,  u  unbuMdoT  with 
fUU  powen  to  eonolade  a  peMe. 

In  ISOe,  Lord  Uaderdtle  wm  lent  to  Pub  t 
negotiate  a  treatj  of  peace. 

Pflrmit  me  to  submit  anollier;  %  Ttaj  stnmg 
one.  Queen  Anne  wonted  peace;  the  ftUiee 
were  not  bo  disppaed,  and  the  eent  a  aeoret 
agent^  Hattbew  Prior,  I  believe  a  poet.  He 
was  not  HQSpMttad,  for  who  would  Bnppose  that 
a  poet  would  be  sent  on  an  object  so  imj 
tanti    He  concladed  the 


"C 


T£e  late  period  of  tlie  seaaion  wanu  me  that 
I  OQKbt  not  to  0CCQP7  an;  more  of  yonr  time, 
and  I  conclude  witb  a  hope  that  the  diieiurion 
mar  now  terminate. 

Before  I  rit  down,  I  win  notice  an  obaerva- 
tion  made  by  the  Benat<ff,  (Ifr.  Tubwxll.)  Ee 
siniificantly  sneered  at  the  employment  of  con- 
aoiB  and  oaptuns  of  unr  ahipe  of  war  being 
clothed  with  plenipotentiar]'  powets  to  m^e 
treaties.  "  Gonsola  I  "  said  he,  "  What  t 
they  saperior  to  jostioes  of  the  peace  I  Cap- 
tains of  the  Nary  with  their  commiaajons  m 
their  pockets,"  significantlj.  And  vet,  air, 
consuls  and  captains  have  been  m>  employed  by 
the  best  of  onr  Presidents.  Washiiigton  em- 
poyed  Mr,  Consul  Hnmphreya,  as  has  been 
shown.  Jeflbrson  employed  Mr.  Lear  and  0^>- 
tain  Preble  to  treat  with  Tripoli.  Hadison  em- 
ployed OoDsnl  Sbeler  and  Cuitain  Decatur  to 
treat  with  Algiers.  Jolm  Qntncy  Adams  em- 
ployed Captain  Rodgers  to  sound  the  Tnrk, 
that  be  might  know  his  dispoeiEion  to  make  a 
treaty,  and  actually  appointed  Consnt  Offley 
and  Captain  Crane  to  make  a  treaty  with  the. 
Porte ;  and  General  Jackson  has  employed  Con- 
suls Bhind  and  Offlej,  and  Capt^n  Biddle,  to 
make  a  treaty.  They  have  done  so  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Senator.  And  now,  for  the 
first  time,  is  fanlt  found  that  such  persons  have 
been  employed.  Why  (  Becanse  Creneral  Jack- 
son has  BO  acted,  sir.  We  all  understand  the 
oaui«^  and  so  will  the  people.    I  have  done. 

7^  7ott  and  Attundntent. 
"For  the  ontDt  and  siJary  of  an  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  n^Dlster  plenipotentiary  ;  Sir  the  Mlaries 
of  a  secrttkry  of  legation,  of  a  dragoman,  and  a 
student  of  languages,  at  ConstantEnople,  and  for  tbe 
contingeat  expenses  of  the  legation,  seventf-faac 
thousand  dollars  :  that  la  to  taj,  for  tlie  outfit  of  an 
envny  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
nine  thousand  doilara;  for  tbe  salary  of  tbe  same, 
nine  thousand  dollars;  for  salary  of  a  secretary  of 
legation,  two  tboosahd  dollars ;  for  tbe  salary  of  a 
dragoman,  two  thousand  five  hundred  doilara;  for 
the  salary  of  a  student  of  languages,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars ;  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  legation,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 


"To  Ch^aa  Udnd,  an  ontflt  of  fonr  diooaud 
five  handled  doiiart,  dednettng  thefefrwn  *bat«f<r 
•nm  may  have  been  paid  to  him  for  bis  perSBBal  ax- 
pensea. 

■■To  Charles  Bhind,  David  Offley.andJamei  Bid- 
die,  at  the  rate  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dot- 
Ion  per  annum  for  the  time  that  each  of  them  vaa 
engand  in  tbe  said  negotlatloti. 

"For  compensation  to  the  commtedonen  eoi- 
ployed  on  a  former  occadon  for  a  similar  ptupose : 

"  To  William  M.  Crane  and  David  OOsj,  at  the 
rate  of  four  thousand  five  hnndted  dellan  po  sb- 
nnm  for  the  ^me  that  each  of  them  was  engagtd  in 
the  B^d  negotiation."] 

Ur.  Tazbwkll  had  moved  to  atrike  ont  all 
the  fbrMoing  inolnded  in  brackets. 

Mr.  Kojia  a  amendment  was  aa  ftdlowi : 

Strike  ontall  after  the  word  "  oompenaatioit," 
In  tbe  first  line  of  tbe  secmid  paragraph  above 
quoted,  and  insert  "  to  tbe  persona  heretoAiTe 
employed  in  onr  interoonrae  with  tbe  Bnblime 
Porte,  the  farther  sum  of  fifteen  tikonsand  dol- 
lars, m  addition  to  the  sum  of  twentj-five 
thonsand  dollars  appropriated  for  the  contia- 
gent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse." 

This  motion  of  Mr.  Eaub  to  strike  ont  and 
insert  having  precedence  of  Mr,  TazKwxu,'a 
motion,  the  question  was  taken  tbere<Hi,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  foUows : 

Tub. — Heasn.  Barnard,  Benton,  Brown,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  ElUa,  Forsyth,  (Jmody,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Iredell,  Kane,  King,  HeKinley,  Foindexter, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  fianford,  8milh  of  Maiykad, 
Smith  of  South  CaroUna,  Troup,  Woodbnry — is. 

Nats. — UeasTB.  Barton,  Bel^  Kbb,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Foot,  FrcliDghujraen,  Jolmatoa,  Kni^t, 
Liringston,  Harks,  Naudam,  Buggies,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Sprague,  Taiewell,  Tyler,  WiQey,  Web- 
star.—SI 

The  qneEtion  was  then  taken  on  th«  fidlow- 
ing  proTiso,  moved  by  Hr.  Truta,  to  be  added 
to  itr.  Kanx's  unen^ent,  via : 

■'  PmiJal,  o^iMy*,  That  nothing  in  this  act  coo- 

taiued  shall  be  construed  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any 
way  approving,  the  appointment  of  these  persons 


1  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Otlo- 


Tiaa.— HessTs,  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Bonwt, 
Chambers,  Ellis,  Foot,  J^dlng^nyaen,  Hayne,  Hcn- 
dricka,  Iredell,  Johnston,    King,   Knight,  Harks, 


ston,  McKinley,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sanford,  Smith 
of  Uarylond,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Troup,  Woad- 

Hi.  Tazbwxll  then  withdrew  his  motion  to 
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ttrike  out,  and  the  nnited  amendinflDts  of 
IhtHO.  KuiK  and  Tilbb  coiueqaeiitlT  became 
isibstitate  for  tbat  part  of  the  amendment  re- 
poittd  bj  the  Committee  of  finance,  providing 
for  the  conpenution  of  the  commiasiODers  ap- 
ptrinlcd  to  oonelade  the  treaty. 
Hr.  WnmB  then  submitted  the  following 


Berike  ODt  all  that  relates  to  the  ontflt  and 
hUtj  ot  A  Ulmster  plenipotentiary,  Ac,  and 
inaert— 

"  For  tbe  mtflt  >nd  MU17  of  a  cbargA  d'tfUrei ; 
tat  Um  ttiuj  of  &  dngoman,  ud  *  atadenc  of  Un- 
gwgii,  at  CeoaUntine^e,  and  for  the  contiagent 
npuMB  of  tfas  legation,  thirtj'eigfat  thoiuand  dol- 
lui :  ihat  ii  to  mj,  far  the  outfit  of  a  ahan4  d'af- 
Ut«^  foDT  thoiuand  fire  hoadred  dotlani  for  Ibe 
miarj  idtbn  nne,  four  thoosuid  five  hnadred  dol- 
hn ;  fi>r  Ibe  nlsry  of  a  dnKoman,  two  thonnuid 
Sto  hnadred  doUin;  for  tbe  Balarj  of  a  student  of 
laogiagci,  ODe  thooiaiid  ftvB  hundred  doUan ;  for 
tba  eoaiimiit  «»eoa«a  of  the  legailon,  trntatf-^ia 

Vr.  WcBsm  said  that  Ais  snbiect  hod  been 
pruented  t«)the  Senate  in  a  double  aspect  hj 
ChB  President  of  the  Dnited  Statee — the  choice 
sppeared  to  be  left  to  that  body  whether  they 
would  send  a  Minister  plenipotentiary  or  a 
chvgfi  d'affaires  to  the  court  of  Constantino- 
^;  and  the  Oomtntttee  of  FiooQce  had  sab- 
mittedsn  sppropriationforthe  salajyond  ontfit' 
of  tbe  fonner.  One  of  the  letters  read  to  the 
Beuate,  that  fnnn  Kr.  Offley,  who  carbunly  ap- 
peared to  hare  had  some  experience  on  this 
ntjeet,  soggeated  the  propriety  of  sending  a 
charge  d'affaires,  and  in  this  opinion  he  (Hr. 
W.)  moit  heartily  concorred.  Mr.  W.  spoke 
St  some  length  in  f&Tor  of  his  motion ;  said  he 
could  see  no  very  great  necessity  for  the  mis- 
noa—that  he  thought  oar  relations  with  Tnr- 
key  would  contiiiae  pretty  mooh  in  the  same 
M^  as  before — and  that,  for  some  time  lo 
eooe,  DDT  eonsol  at  Smyrna  would  lie  the  most 
iaportant  loent  of  the  Uiuted  States  io  that 
qurter  of  the  world.  He  spoke  of  the  large 
ulitiM  of  the  HiniBters  of  foreign  powers  at 
tbe  eonrt  of  Oooatantiaople ;  the  great  show 
ud  parade  they  mode  there,  wholly  for  effect, 
tod  lud  that,  if  onr  Uinisters  complained  of 
Uu  incompetence  of  their  salaries  at  the  oourts 
of  lbs  civiUied  powers  of  Europe,  there  oer- 
tsiol;  would  be  more  eanse  of  oomplaint  at 
Constintinople.  He  woold  like  to  know 
*1m1iw  the  mission  was  to  be  continued ; 
vbeiiier  a  similar  call  for  salaries,  &c.,  would 
b>  made  next  year ;  spoke  of  the  large  amount 
■fpropriated  for  continitencies ;  and  asked  if  tt 
*»  wpposed  that  a  Hinister  oonid  support 
l>iiiMiratasalary  of  $9,000  perannum.  If  a 
Kpmentative  must  tie  sent,  he  thought  s 
™*i^  d'sSsires  would  be  competent  to  per- 
^^  sit  the  necessary  duties ;  though,  even  if 
lu>  imendmeut  prevailed,  his  opinion  was,  that 
Uotbtt  mission  in  Europe  should  not  be  estab- 
iiAcd.   He  was  not  in  SiTor  of  an  increase  of 


mlmons — ha  would  rather  reduce  some  of  those 
now  existing, 

Mr.  KiKs  sud  that  the  suUeot  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Finanoe  without 
soy  recommendation  from  the  Executive ;  and, 
after  consultation,  that  cmnmlttee  had  come  to 
the  conolnston  that  it  would  be  best  to  snbmit 
an  oppropriatioo  for  the  salary  of  a  Minister 
plenipotentiary.  The  salary  would  command 
the  services  of  on  individual  who  would  t>e 
qnalifled  to  sustain  the  eharacter  and  standing 
of  the  country,  and  enable  him  tbe  better  to 
keep  up  a  laitable  establishment.  He  was  nn- 
der  the  impression  that  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  a  Minister  at  Constantinople  for 
any  great  length  of  time.  The  oontingencies 
of  this  misrion  would  not  be  greater  than  at 
the  court  of  any  other  power,  except  in  the 
first  instance;  and  this  to  comply  with  the 
usual  ouatom  there  to  make  presents  on  the  rat- 
iflcoticHi  of  a  treaty. 

Mr.  WooDBDBT  was  in  faror  of  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  Mr.  Wsbsteb. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  also  preferred  the  amendment ; 
Qiough  he  saw  no  necessity,  he  said,  for  politi- 
cal relations  between  this  country  and  Tur- 
key. 

Mr.  BioTH  recapitulated  the  views  of  the 
Committee  of  Finanoe  in  providing  for  a  Min- 
ister plenipotentaary,  and  said  the  Govenunent 
did  not  intend  keeping  him  there  more  than 
one  year.  The  object  was  to  senJ  a  Minister  of 
the  highest  ^do,  in  the  first  instance,  whose 
doty  it  would  be  to  excbuige  the  ratinoationa 
of  the  treaty,  and  aft«rwarda  a  ohar;^  d'affwres 
would  be  amply  sufficient  A  Minister  pleni- 
potentiary, he  remarked,  had  access  to  the  Sul- 
tan ;  a  charge  could  not  approach  beyond  tbe 
Orand  Vizier. 

Tbe  question  was  pot  on  tbe  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Wbbstkb,  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows : 


Hendriciu,  Bolmes,  Iredell,  JolmstDn,  Kane,  EDi^ht, 
UcKinley,  Harks,  Naudajn,  Foiadeiter,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Raggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprsgne, 
Tasevdl,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webster,  Willey,  Wood- 
burr— 87. 

Nm— ICessn.  Bibb,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Eing,  Uvbig- 
■ton,  Ssnford,  Smith  of  Usryland — 1. 


Satdedat,  February  28. 


The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Bkn- 
TON  relative  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  tlie 
United  States,  was  taken  up  for  consideration ; 
when  Mr.  B.  remarked  tliat  he  bad  not  submit- 
ted the  resolution  with  a  view  to  its  being  acted 
on  at  the  present  sessiou,  but  that  it  might  re- 
ceive the  early  consideration  of  the  Senate  at 
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the  next  etated 
motion,  it  was  le 
be  printed. 

The  bill  from  the  Honw  of  RepresentatiTes 
making  Mpropriations  for  carrjiiig  on  certain 
roads  and  works  of  internal  imprOYement,  and 
providing  for  snrreja,  waa  twice  read,  and  re- 
leired. 

National  Boad  in  Ohio. 

The  bill  nranting  the  assent  of  CooEPflBS  to 
an  act  of  &a  General  AsBembly  of  Onio,  for 
erecting  toll  gates,  Ac,  and  otherwise  provid- 
ing for  the  preservation  and  rep^  of  the 
TJoited  Statea  road  within  the  limits  of  that 
Btat«,  was  retid  the  third  time,  and  passed  bj  a 
TOt«  of  twen^-nine  to  seven,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Hnsre.  B&rnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Bnrnet,  Chambera,  Ch«Be,  C]»7ton,  Dudley,  Foot, 
Fielinghujeeo,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Sine,  Knight, 
If  cKinlej,  Harks,  Naudain,  Bobbins,  Bobinson,  Bag- 
glee,  Sanfonl,  Seyidour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Harjland, 
Webster,  Wllley,  Woodbury— 29, 

NiTB.— Hessrs.  Brown,  ElUs  Hayne,  Iredell, 
Ptdndexler,  Smith  of  Souih  CaroEna,  T^ouI^— 7, 

General  Appropriation  Bill—EnpeniM  of  tie 
Qovormaeiit — Increats. 

The  Benate  ag^  resnmed,  as  in  Comintttee 
of  the  Whole,  lie  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  GoTemment  for  the  year 
1831 — the  qnestion  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
.  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  Rnnnce,  aa 
yesterday  amended, 

Mr,  Foot  rose  to  make  a  few  general  remarks 
on  the  increasing  eipenditnres  of  the  Govem- 

Mr.  F,  said,  we  are  indeed  fallen  on  evil 
tiraea.  The  application  of  the  "  searching  oper- 
ation," mentioned  by  General  Jackson  in  his 
inaugnrsl  address,  has  become  indiapensable  to 
save  the  Treasury  from  bankruptcy.  The  siren 
song  of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  reform, 
has  lost  its  fascinating  charms.  Broad  and  bold 
assertions  will  no  longer  be  received  aa  proof  of 
economy,  while  the  pnblic  docnments  prove 
them  to  be  felse ;  the  people  will  no  longer  be 
deceived  by  these  hackneyed  terms,  nor  can 
the  present  Administration  be  screened  from 
censure  by  charging  their  predeoeBsors  with 
"wastefol  extravngance,"  when  the  docnments 
furnish  convincing  proof  that  the  present  ia  the 
most  eitravagnnt  Administration  that  has  ever 
wielded  the  destinies  of  the  nation.  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  documents 
in  proof  of  hia  assertion,  and  presented  a  state- 
ment taken  from  the  printed  reports  from  the 
departments,  from  which  he  gave  the  compara- 
tive expenditures  between  the  two  last  years 
nFMr.Adams'sAdministratiotiiBndthetwo  first 
t^  General  Jackson's. 

Appropriation!  <n  1B2T,        -        (11,SI6,5B8  SS 


HaUng  an  cieeai  of  expenditare 
in  two  years,  above  the  eipeose 
in  Hi.AdaiDB'sAdnuidstration, 


And  of  this  excess,  neady  half  In 

the  elvil  Sit — 
a»Illi«t,1887,      - 

"  1888,      - 


B  In  the  civil  list 


Making  ai 

alone  durins  lb 
of  General  Jackson's  Adminis- 
tration, '        '        *        B 

The  amount  of  appropriations 
contained  in  the  bill  for  the 
support  of  Government  for 
18S1,  no*  under  cODdderation, 
aa  passed  by  the  House  of  Bep- 
rMentativea, 

Proposed  amandments  by  the 
Committee  of  Finauca  of  the 
Beoate, 


t8,171.m  w 


Kaklog  in  the  whole. 

This  extraordinaxy  inoreaae  of  expenditare 
speaks  a  language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  U 
any  Senator  doubts  the  fact,  let  him  examine 
the  printed  documents,  and  he  will  find  the 
rtatement  correct — the  atatement  before  him 
was  token  from  those  docnmenta, 

So  you  ask,  how  can  these  things  bel  It  is 
eauly  aoconnted  for  by  the  increased  expenses 
in  every  department  —  by  establiebing  new 
bnreaos— by  creating  new  offices — by  increas- 
ing salaries  and  contingent  expenses — by  in- 
creasing the  nmnber  of  GlerkB---and  by  every 
other  possible  means  for  rewardmg  political 
partisans,  Fifty-two  additional  pages  in  tlie 
Blue  Book,  of  names  of  officers,  will  give  some 
evidence  of  an  increase  in  the  number — the  re- 
calling of  four  Uinist^rs,  and  Bomo  chargis 
d'affurea,  will  account  for  abont  $80,000  in- 
creased expense  during  the  first  year  of  tliia 
eoonomical  Administration — the  office  of  Solid- 
tor  of  the  Treasury,  created  at  the  last  session 
to  perform  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the  ^llh 
Anditor,  as  agent  for  the  Treasury,  has  cslled 
for  an  extra  appropriation  of  near  $10,000, 

Sir,  said  Mr,  F.,  we  need  the  aid  and  laitbfu] 
services  of  another  "  radical  committee,"  as 
the  Select  Conunitiee  of  1830  has  been  ealkd 
by  the  Cbturman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
which  he  himself  baa  acknowledged  saved  thiee 
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millions  irf  dollon  to  the  TrBBsary,  to  aiTMt  the 
promae  of  the  GoTeniment  in  ita  downwurd 
raw  to  baiikraptc;  and  rain. 

The  ■meDdmeot  was  then  agreed  to. 

VariMw  other  ameDdmente  were  made,  and 
Un  biU  hanDg  been  ^  throogh  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  bill  and  omendmenta  were 
rapMted  to  the  Benate ;  and 

Tbe  amendmeDt  adopted  OQ  the  motion  of 
Ur.  WaBBTBB  comiog  np,  Ur.  Surra,  of  Uarj- 
Iwd,  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  aalar^r  of  a 
dnnmian,  $600 ;  wbioh  wu  negatived. 

Mi.  H^tns  moved  to  strike  oat  the  provision 
for  1  itadeDt  of  langnagea ;  which  was  deter- 
mioed  in  the  affirmative — jeas  29,  iia;s  18. 

Theqi     ' 


ma,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  King, 
luuguk,  u'innlon,  Marti,  Naadain,  Poindeiter, 
BoMu,  BMotoa,  Suford,  Sejmour,  Silsbee, 
Smjih  of  Harfluid,  Smith  of  South  CuoUna, 
Spnjiie,  Tuewdl,  Tronp,  Tjler,  Webster,  Wood- 

Nin^-Ueews.  Bibb,  Foot,  UcSinle;,  Sngglea 

B  proriso, 

fMtcrdar  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ttleb  ; 
but  pve  waj  fbr 

Hr.  Kiso,  who  moved  to  strike  out  all  after 
Ihs  word  "  Provided,"  and  insert  a  proviso 
more  general  in  ite  natare,  referring  not  onl;  to 
the  present  and  past  AdmiDistrstion,  bnt  to  aH 
former  Administratioos. 

After  some  conversation  between  Uesara. 
WooDBOBT,  Wbbstsh,  and  Holmes, 

Mr.  Wbbsthi  called  for  a  division  of  thequoa- 
tton,  to  as  first  to  determine  on  striking  onL 

Tiie  qneatioa  waa  negatived — Teas  19,  najs 

n. 

Vr.  Snro  now  renewed  a  motion  he  had  be- 
fore made,  to  Rtrike  ont  from  the  proviso  the 
*orfa  "  bj-  the  President  alone  "  and  "  a  treaty ;" 
Iwt  the  motion  waa  declared  not  to  be  in  order 
the  Senate  having  jnst  determined  that  it  would 
aot  Aike  ont  any  part  after  the  word  "  Pro- 
ndei" 

Ur.  Btn  now  renewed  the  motion  to  strike 
•at  &i  whole  of  the  proviso,  which,  after  tin 
ngBstion  by  Mr.  Ttibe,  of  his  ol^eot  in 
nWag  it,  disclaiming  any  mtentdon  of  ^ving 
«« pirticnlar  application  to  the  President,  was 
Mcrniined  bi  the  negative  as  follows : 

7ui.— Hegnt.  Beaton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Dnd- 
*Ti  fvn^,  Grimdj,  Kane,  idng,  liringatOD,  Hc- 
unlcj,  Robbinl,  RobioBon,  Smith  of  Uaryland, 
«i"ili  orSonlb  CaniUni,  Troup,  Woodbury— 17. 

SiiR— Meesta.  Bunard,  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet, 
wanlwn,  CUjtoo,  Ellis,  Foot,  Frelinghujeen, 
|!*<°e,  Hendricks,  Hobnea,  Iredell,  Jahostou, 
*n*t,M»tkB,  Naudain,  Poindeiter,  Ruggles,  Sej- 
■Mr,  BOibee,  ^iragae,  Tatewdl,  Tfler,  Webster 
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Mr.  K&NB'a  amendment  was  amended,  by 
striking  ont  the  words  "in  additjon  to,"  and 
inBertiiig  the  words,  in  aid  o^  and  tbns  amend- 
ed waa  agreed  to. 

So  the  filth  amendment  waa  agreed  to  aa 
foUows : 

"For  tbe  outfit  and  salary  of  a  chargS  d'atUrea 
and  a  dragoman  at  Constautinopli!,  and  for  the  con- 
tingent eipensea  of  the  legation,  136,000 :  that  is  to 
Bay,  for  the  oulflt  of  a  chargi  d'affairea,  $4,600  [  for 
the  BaLiry  of  the  some,  (4,600;  for  the  eaJary  of  a 
dragoman,  t3,tK)0;  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  legation,  |as,OOD. 

"  For  compeosation  to  the  persons  heretofore  em- 
ployed in  onr  Intercourse  with  the  Sublime  Porte, 
the  further  aum  of  (IG.OOO,  In  aid  of  tbe  lun  of 
|2B,000,  appropriated  for  the  contingent  eipenaea 
offoreignintereourseT  iVowiArf,  oimiy*.  That  noth- 
ing En  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  aa  lauo- 


recen  of  the  Senate,  and  vitboirt  their  adrice  and 
consent,  aa  commisuonera  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
the  Ottoman  Forte." 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
eoKTOSsed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time; 
and  then 

Tbe  Sonata  a^oomed. 

UoHDAT,  Febmary  28. 
Dtath  of  Mr.  NcbU. 
On  the  Senate  being  celled  to  orders- 
Mr.  Heudbiokb  rose,  and  said,  it  becoraea, 
Mr.  President,  my  painfol  duty  to  announce  to 
the  Senate  the  death  of  my  respected  colleapue. 
He  departed  this  life  on  Satnraay  evening  last, 
at  iea  o'clock.  Ela  aervices  in  this  body  have 
been  faithful  and  nninterrnpted  for  the  last 
fifl«en  years.  They  have  been  honorable  to 
himaelFI  and  osefol  to  his  coontry;  but  man 
goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  with  him  these 
services  have  terminated  in  the  meridian  of  life. 
He  had  indeed  lived  to  see  his  early  associates 
in  tlte  bneiness  of  this  House  retire  to  other 
spheres  of  life,  or,  like  himself,  pass  silently 
into  the  grave ;  yet  his  friends  mieht  reason- 
ably have  hoped  and  expected  for  bun  a  longer 
period  of  nsefolness  and  distinction.  On  an 
occurrence  like  the  present,  and  especially  stand- 
ing, as  I  do,  in  the  midst  of  a  circle  so  intimate- 
ly acquainted  with  the  deceased,  it  will  not  be 
expected  of  me  to  pronounce  his  eulogy ;  bnt 
I  can  speak,  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak 
in  the  language  of  early  and  well-tried  personal 
friendship  of  one  highly  prized,  not  only  bj 
himself,  but  by  the  State  he  has  so  long  had  the 
honor  bo  represent,  of  an  individual  idolized  hr 
almost  every  circle  in  which  be  ever  moved. 
He  was  a  bold  and  fearless  politician,  warm 
and  generous  in  bis  feelings.  He  had  a  heart 
that  responded  to  every  advance  of  sympathy 
and  benevolence ;  a  heart  formed  for  the  most 
ardent  attachments.  Open  and  nndisgniaed, 
tbe  prominent  trt^ts  of  iiia  oharaoter  were  al- 
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waja  before  the  world ;  but  a  long  period  of 
familiar  acqaaintanoe  oonld  only  develop  the 
udor,  tbe  devotion,  and  the  vaJne  of  liia  fnend- 
ship.  For  bdcIi  an  associate,  it  ma]'  well  be 
permitted  ns  to  moom,  and  well  aaanred  am  I, 
that,  in  paying  theee  laat  honors  to  his  memory, 
we  are  bat  giving  eipreasioo  to  the  feelings  of 
every  member  of  the  Senate.  His  society  I 
have  ei^oyed  when  he  was  in  health.  In  sick- 
ness I  have  freqnentiy  been  near  him,  and  en- 
deavored to  soothe  his  hours  of  anxuish  and 
diatress ;  and  I  hadan  opportcmi^  ofwatAhing 
wiUi  inteniw  anxiety,  and  great  soUdtude,  tbe 
last  mtHoenta  of  his  life. 

Mi.  Bdbnei  theo  aabmitted  the  foUowisg 
reeolntion ;  whioh  was  agreed  to : 

RtiKilii«d,  tmanimoialy.  That  ■  commitlee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order,  for  lupennteodicg  tbe  funenl 
of  the  Bod.  JiMES  Noble,  deceased,  which  will  take 


»  be  given  to  the  Bouse  of  Be[»«senCativeB. 
The  Chur  stated  that,  nnder  the  oiroam- 
stances  of  the  case,  npon  being  yesterday  in- 
formed of  the  death  of  the  late  Senator  fh>m 
Indiana,  he  bad  appointed  a  Oommittee  of  Ar- 
rangements, and  pall  bearers ;  and  hoped  the 
coarse  he  had  pnrsned  wonld  not  be  disapproved 


of. 


Jieiilvtd,m 


Miy,  That  tbe 


Senate,  frem  a  lincere  dedre  of  showiiig  every  OMik 
of  respect  due  to  tbe  memoTy  of  the  Hod.  Jamib 
KoBLi,  deceased,  their  late  sssonliite,  will  go  into 
moun^gfor  him  for  one  moatb,by  the  usual  mode 
of  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

Sttalvtd,  unanimcutly,  That,  H  an  additloDal 
marli  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  liMta 
NoBLl,  the  Senate  do  now  a^oura. 

[The  body  of  the  deceased  was  then  brongbt 
into  the  ohamber  of  the  Senate,  and  placed 
in  front  of  the  Secretary's  desk.  Soon  after 
which,  the  Honse  of  RepresentativeSr  preceded 
.by  their  Speaker  and  Clerk,  ttwether  with 
their  Sergeantr^it^Arma,  entered  me  chamber, 
and  were  immediately  followed  by  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States,  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, and  tbe  Jndges  of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt, 
who  respectively  took  the  seats  prepared  for 
them.  The  Chapl^  to  the  Senate  (tbe  Bev. 
Hr.  Johns)  then  rose,  and  delivered  an  eloquent 
and  very  impressive  address,  which  was  fbUow- 
od  by  a  fervent  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gnrley, 
the  Chaplain  to  the  House.  A  procession  was 
then  formed,  and  proceeded  to  the  Eastern 
Branch  burial  ground,  where  the  remains  of 
the  deceased  were  solemnly  interred.] 

TusBDiT,  Uarch  1. 

J>utU*  on  Iron, 

Ur,  DiCEBBSox  moved  that  tbe  Senate  now 

proceed  to  oonuder  the  paper  yesterday]  sal>- 

mitted  by  bim  as  tbe  views  of  Uia  minority  of 


1  the  snt^eot  of  re> 


tbe  Select  Committee  ( 
dnoing  the  duties  on  iror 

Mr.  Hatnx  said  he  wonld  be  rlad  to  know 
what  course  should  be  adoptoa  reqteeting  it 
when  taken  np — if  it  were  intended  to  have  it 
printed  as  an  argoment  against  the  nporl  of 
the  Select  Cummiitee  which  he  had  preaeoted, 
he  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  would 
have  any  Direction  to  his  havmg  an  answer  to 
that  argument  in  like  manner  printed,  Tlw 
report  of  tbe  committee — of  the  mt^ority  of  the 
committee,  bad  already  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  tbe  document  of  the  gentleoiaii 
IrMn  Kew  Jersey,  (Ur.  Dioexbbon,)  which  ex- 
hibited the  views  of  the  minority  of  that  oodI' 
mittee,  oould  not  now  go  with  it  nnlees  an  ex- 
tra Dumber  of  copies  of  the  original  retort  were 
ordered  to  be  prmted.  To  this  he  would  have 
no  objectiim,  provided  bis  answer  or  rqoioder 
to  that  argument  went  along  with  it.  If  the 
printing  of  the  original  report  fur  the  nse  of  the 
Senate  nad  not  in  thefirst  place  been  refuted— 
a  course  which  had  been  well  said  by  tbe  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  (Ur.  Kisa)  was  altogether 
nnprecedenteil,  and  oat  of  tbe  regular  mode 
adopted  with  every  report  of  a  committee,  he 
(Ur.  Hatkk)  might  not  have  thought  o!  stand- 
ing on  bis  righL  As  it  waa,  be  conceived  be 
had  an  eaoal  right,  if  this  practice  of  aUowiag 
individnal  members  of  a  committee  to  print 
their  arguments  EigaiDst  a  report  were  tolerated, 
to  eipeot  his  rejoinder  to  that  argument  to  be 
printed — and  if  the  gentleman  chose  to  r^ly  to 
that,  he  (Ur,  H.)  would  be  prepared  with  a 
replication 'to  that  argument  ana  thus  goon 
and  ask  for  all  to  be  printed  ur  tbe  use  of  tbe 
Senate. 

Ur.  DioKBBSOK  replied  that  his  sole  otjject 
was  to  present  the  viewsof  Che  minority  of  the 
committee  on  the  subject.  But  he  only  pre- 
sented it  as  the  viewsof  himself  and  anoUier  'm 
tb«r  individual  capacity,  and  as  individnsb 
they  had  a  right  to  ask  for  those  views  to  be 
prints.  It  waa  a  risht  which  they  in  dHomoD 
with  others  possessed;  and  was  it  not  the  cue 
that  the  views  of  iudividnals  respecting  tbe 
snbjecta  of  memorials  even  were  frequently 
planted  t    He  would  have  no'  objectiou  to  the 

rtleman's  rejoinder  being  printed,  provided 
iFos  informed  what  it  would  be ;  but,  bcTore 
deciding,  it  would  be  but  proper  to  know  Bome- 
tbing  respecting  it. 

Mr.  Surrn,  of  Maryland,  said,  if  this  praetiM 
were  sanctioned,  it  would  put  an  end  to  all 
tbeir  former  rules  of  prooeediug ;  it  was  unpar- 
liamentary and  quite  unprecedented.  It  wodU 
now  appear  that  we  were  to  have  a  coonier 
report— an  answer  to  that,  and  thus  ho  did 
not  know  where  it  was  to  have  an  end.  tbe 
subject  appeared  to  lead  to  debate ;  there  were 
many  bills  from  the  other  House  which  it  irts 
neoessary  to  take  up  without  loss  of  time,  and 
he  would  therefore  move  that  the  paper  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Ur.  HoLius  said,  for  his  part  he  wonld  bsve 
no  otyeotion  to  tbe  plan  woiob  l^  genlleinaB 
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from  Sodttt  OsKdlDS  (Mr.  Hatbb)  had  l&id  oat 
fbrhimsetr  to  pnrsne,  if  he  (Mr.  H.)  were  al- 
lowed tlflo  to  ftdopt  it,  and  to  write  dnriog  tbe 
recess,  while  time  might  hang  heavy  on  his 
ttnii,  a  farther  replioatioD  to  the  gentlemaQ's 
npliaatioD,  and  thu  too  to  be  printed  at  the 
pnbiic  ezpeiue.  He  had  also,  he  coofeeeed,  like 
thft  boDonble  Senator,  a  penchimt  for  maldng  an 
oiyaEfoml  speeoh,  sod  for  Bering  himself  in  print 
BOW  and  again ;  and  he  hoped,  if  tfaia  new  s;b- 
tns  were  to  be  adopted,  that  tbe  privilege 
wbidi  he  laid  elum  to,  woold  ako  be  extended 

Ur.  OuTtov  Honested  that  tbe  Senator  ttom 
New  Jersey  (Mr.  Dicebbsos)  might  better  ao- 
emnpludi  hiH  purpose,  if  the  Oommittee  on 
Ifsnn&otnrea,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  were 
to  report  on  the  same  subject. 

Hr.  DioKEBSos  explained,  and  innsted  on  hia 
right,  from  former  preoedenta,  tliat  his  paper, 
whieh  exbilnt«d  a  view  of  two  indiTidnala  who 
Lad  formed  a  minority  of  tbe  oommittee,  should . 
Im  reoelved ;  and  eaid,  if  it  were  not  intended 
to  cany  tbe  matter  ad  mjinitum,  the  Benate 
eoold  m,j  where  it  was  to  stop. 

After  some  fnrther  remarks  from  Mr.  Hathb 
ud  Mr.  Euro,  the  qnestion  was  taken  on  Mr. 
SiuTK'smotion  to  lay  on  tbe  table,  when  It  was 
DKitiTed  by  a  vote  of  IS  to  12. 

Hr.  Him  then  moved,  as  an  amendment  to 
tbe  Driginal  motion  for  the  receiving  of  Mr. 
Dicckbsob'b  report,  which  was  still  pending, 
thit  tbe  views  of  tbe  majority  of  the  committee 
io  replioati(»  to  that  pqier  be  also  printed. 

The  qoestlvo  tn  thia  last  amendinent  being 
first  taken,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Hatitb 
luoded  in  the  replication  accordingly. 

Hr.  ViBsnB  said,  that,  in  regard  to  a  report 
tram  a  minority  of  a  committee,  although, 
•trictly  speaking,  there  could  be  no  sacb  thing, 
n  t  oommittee  wsa  a  regular  appointed  Imdy 
iDd  coostitoted  a  whole,  still,  although  it  might 
be  in^olar  ftx  tbe  minority  to  report  as  such, 
in  a  case  like  the  present,  he  thon^ht  tbey  were 
MiKtled  to  give  their  views  as  mdividnals  on 
lie  policy  of  a  measure  to  which  they  had  al- 
wjTi  been  opposed,  and  which  went  t«  reoom- 
mend  a  system  to  the  eonntry  which  was  alto- 
eetber  oew.  He  wonid  therefore  vote  in  favor 
<^tbe  docament  being  received. 

ib.  QsnasT  said  he  would  vote  against  it, 
because  he  thought  any  other  individual  ia  the 
Bcute  had  an  equal  right  to  offer  his  views  on 
the  satjeot,  and  have  them  printed. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  receiving  the 
riper  presented  by  Mr.  Dioeibsoh',  when  tbe 
motioD  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  19  to  IB. 

Ur.  SuTH,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  when 
Ute  Seoate  adjonm  to-day.  it  ahall  adjooni  to 
iwet  to-morrow  at  ten  o  dock.  The  motion 
*u  agreed  to. 

ImlemtSabloTiof  the  UtdteiStaU*. 
Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  cert^  insolvent 
d«bton  of  tbe  United  States  was  then  taken  up, 
DD motion  ntHx.  Wsbbtkb. 
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Ur.  WiaarEa  then  said,  the  object  of  this 
ImpoTtsct  and  long-desired  measnre  was  to  en- 
able tbe  Government,  in  proper  oases,  and  bv 
a  Just  and  safe  proceeding,  to  compromise  with 
oert^n  of  its  insolvent  debtors.  He  looked  on 
this  object  as  equally  politic  and  humane.  Tbe 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  was  a  delicate 
one ;  many  practical  consequences  ordinarily 
■prang  from  it ;  and  it  was  not  expedient  tht^ 
large  numbers  of  persons  sbonld  bear  this  rela- 
tion to  the  Oovemment,  without  the  hope  of 
ever  changing  it.  It  naturally  cherished  feel- 
ings not  tbe  moat  ft-iendly,  to  the  disoharge  of 
sooal  and  p<^ticB]  duties.  Hopeless  debt,  too, 
terminates  the  active  agency  and  effective 
efforts  of  most  of  those  who  have  become  sub- 
ject to  it.  Their  exertions,  their  enterprise, 
tbeir  usefulness,  are  in  a  great  measure  lost  to 
sodety.  Few  will  struggle  under  a  weight 
which  tbey  know,  struggle  as  tbey  may,  can 
never  be  moved.  Few  will  exert  themselves, 
under  tbe  consciousness  that  the  utmost  exer- 
tion will  never  enable  them  to  throw  off  or  to 
break  the  chain  which  binds  them,  and  to  place 
themselves  ag^n  in  a  condition  to  enter  the 
employments,  the  bunuese,  and  the  engagements 
of  society.      It    was  wise,  therefore,  i     ' ' 


into  his  case,  and  tbe  causes  of  Lis  inability,  and 
to  show  his  honesty  and  his  mia&rtnne,  and 
then  have  the  power  of  making  hie  peace  with 
hia  creditor ;  to  have  his  faittiu,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  old  law,  and  be  encooraged,  once 
more,  to  such  eSbrta,  and  such  services,  as  his 
social  and  domestic  duties  may  require  of  him. 
This  being  tbe  general  object  of  tbe  bill,  sud 
Mr.  W.,  it  process,  in  the  first  place,  to  dis- 
tingnish  clearly  and  broadly  between  mere  debt 
and  official  delinquency.  This  distinction  is 
fonnded,  not  only  m  true  policy,  but  in  correct 
morals  also.  Unpaid  debt  is  one  thing;  vio- 
lated trust  very  much  another  thing.  Delia- 
3aeney,  or  fiiilure  in  the  discharge  of  official 
uty,  finds  neither  favor  nor  indulgence  in  any 
of  the  provisians  of  tliis  bill.  Principals  in 
official  bonds,  and  all  persons  whohave  received 
money  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasary,  or  who 
have  received  it  from  the  Treasary,  for  public 
disbursement,  are  out  off  from  all  \t»  benefits. 
This  is  just  It  is  not  nnworthy  of  remark, 
however,  that,  in  the  history  of  our  Govern- 
ment, the  pnblio  has  lost  infinitely  less  by  pub- 
lie  debtors,  than  by  publlo  officers  and  servants. 
Six  or  seven  bnndred  millions  of  dollars  hare 
been  reeeived  into  the  Treasury,  almost  oil  by 
being  Bret  secured  by  bond,  with  only  a  loss  of 
the  half  of  one  per  cent.  This  fact  sp^ka  much, 
not  only  to  the  credit  of  a  system^  but  also  for 
the  integrity  and  puactuality  of  the  American 
mercantile  character.  No  Oovemment  in  tbe 
world,  I  believe,  collecta  its  revenues  with 
more  certainty,  or  more  economy,  than  ours. 
Bat  it  most  be  confessed,  that  when  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  next  stage,  and  look  into  the  dia- 
bnraements  made  out  of  the  Treasary  for  tbe 
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oMeots  of  Qorenunent,  and  to  the  degree  of 
fidelity  and  correotnen  whicli  has  there  pre- 
vailedloiir  experience  hu  been  far  ien  gratifj- 
ing.  Tbe  selected  serraDta  of  the  Oovernment 
have  lost  na  thoasands,  where  those  irhom  the 
laws  and  the  coarse  of  bnsinesa  have  oompelled 
to  become  oar  debtors  at  the  cnstom-bonse, 
have  hordlj  lost  xa  a  dollar.  The  mercaotile 
dhoraoter  has  riefaly  earned  this  distinotion.  In 
all  timea  it  has  shown  itself  worthy  to  be  re- 
lied on ;  in  all  times,  in  prosperity  and  adversi- 
ty, in  peace  and  in  war,  amidst  all  the  events 
uiat  Danally  affect  national  income,  or  shock 
systeiDB  of  finance,  the  GloTermnent  has  always 
l^lt  that  what  was  dae  to  it  from  the  commercial 
community  was  to  be  counted  on  as  so  mach 
already  in  its  cofrei:8.  Debtors  of  this  class, 
becomiag  insolvent  withont  imputation  of  fraud 
or  dishonesty,  have  fair  claims  to  a  discharge. 
On  the  other  band,  let  the  severity  of  the  law 
oontinae  towards  pnblicdelinanency.  Let  those 
who  solicit  pnblic  trasts  onaerstand,  tmce  for 
all,  that  a  rigorous  mie  will  be  applied ;  that 
a  perfect  accomiting  will  be  eiaetM ;  and  that 
dehts,  created  by  disregarded  dnty,  and  a  vio- 
lated trust,  is  a  fetter  never  to  be  broken. 

The  bill,  sir,  proposes  a  public  and  open  pro- 
ceeding, to  ascertain  the  facts  in  each  particular 
case.  The  insolvent  debtor  is  to  apply  by  peti- 
tion, setting  forth  the  facts  of  his  case.  The 
petition  is  to  be  referred  to  commissioners,  who 
are  to  inqqire  into  it,  with  power  to  examine 
the  petitioner,  and  any  other  persons  on  oath, 
respecting  the  whole  matter  before  them ;  and 
tbey  are  to  be  attended  by  an  agent  on  the  part 
of  uie  Government,  to  interpose  objections,  and 
demand  explanations  of  whatever  may  appear 
to  require  explanation.  Tbe  facts  thus  asoer- 
tainea  are  to  be  referred  to  the  Becretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  thereupon  he  is  authoriied 
to  compomid  and  compromise  the  debt,  accord- 
ing to  tbe  eircnmstances,  and  discharge  the 

It  might  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  the  bill 
wonld  have  provided  that,  in  every  case,  if  no 
fraud  or  nnfairness  appeared,  and  clear  insol- 
vency and  inability  to  pay  were  made  manifest, 
a  discharge  shonld  be  granted  of  coarse.  Bat, 
fWim  what  was  known  in  regard  to  some  exist- 
ing oaaea,  it  was  thought  better  still  to  leave 
the  Beoretaiy  some  discretion.  It  is  known 
that  there  are  cases  in  which,  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  friends  and  connections,  or  other  means, 
considerable  sums  would  have  been  paid  if  dis- 
charges conld  hare  been  obtained;  which  cases, 
without)  such  prospects  of  discharge,  wonld  be 
casee  of  great  and  total  loss.  So  that  one  effect 
of  tliis  very  measare  will  doubtless  be,  to  cause 
receipts  into  the  Treasuryof  considerable  sums, 
on  account  of  debts,  no  part  of  which,  withont 
it^  would  ever  have  been  collected. 

The  next  important  characteristic  of  tlie  bill 
is,  that  in  its  operation  it  is  alt(^herretrospeo- 
tive.  It  is  not  a  standing  provision.  It  applies 
only  to  past  caies.  Its  oljeot  le  to  settle  up 
and  oloee  oasaa  of  insolvency,  long  ^noe  hap- 
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peuing,  and  still  existing;  to  make  a  sort  of  half  . 
ceotnry  Jnbilee,  and  set  all  the  honett  and  nu- 
fortnnate  once  more  free  ttom  the  demands  of 
Government  debla. 

We  see  that,  In  the  individnal  concemiof 
mmimeroial  man,  it  is  found  indiapenaable  thit 
acme  system,  having  the  actual  effect  of  a  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  should  be  adopted.  Con- 
greas  doea  not  seem  disposed  to  exereise  its  on- 
disputed  power  of  establishing  nioh  a  system 
for  the  whole  cotmtry,  by  law;  no  State  can 
establish  snch  a  system,  except  to  a  partial  ex- 
tent ;  and  most  of  the  States  have  not  attempt- 
ed to  provide  any  at  aU.  Bat  voluntary  assign- 
ments, and  voluntary  discharges,  have  come 
into  very  general  use,  from  the  abeolnte  oeceaaity 
of  the  case.  Individaals  thus  establish  roles  of 
distribution  of  effects,  and  for  the  discharge  from 
debts,  for  themselves.  But  Government  his 
not  the  power  which  belongs  thus  to  a  private 
creditor.  The  Treoanry  cannot  oompromife  or 
disohoi^  the  debt;  in  any  case,  without  full 
payment.  Under  this  act,  as  to  past  obliga- 
tions, it  will  possess  that  power;  and  when  its 
operation  shall  have  been  seen  and  tried  by 
experience,  it  will  be  competent  to  Ooogress  to 
repeat  the  provision,  at  a  proper  time  hereafter, 
or  not  to  repeat  it,  as  ita  wisdom  AalTses 
fit 

Aa  I  do  not  anticipate  any  oUeotion  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  I  shall  no  longer  press  a 
claim  on  that  time  and  that  attennon  of  the 
Senate,  which  are  demanded  by  so  many  other 
urgent  subjects.  I  wish,  however,  not  to  re- 
sume my  seat  before  I  express  my  sense  of  tbe 
obli^^on  which  the  public  is  nnder  to  the 
diatmffuished  gentleman  in  the  other  House, 
on  whom  it  devolved,  in  the  dlsoharge  of  his 
dutjee  there,  to  take  the  lead  in  this  measure. 
I  feel  that  he  has  rendered  a  substantial  service 
to  the  country ;  that  tbe  bill  which  he  has  ma- 
tured and  supported  through  the  House  to 
which  he  belongs,  will  be  a  joyons  relief,  and  ■ 
great  blessing,  to  many  honest  and  valuable 
citizens ;  and  ))oth  nsefnt  end  safe  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  am  happy  in  seconding  here  tbst 
which  he  has  so  wellaust^ed  elsewhere;  and 
am  dedrous,  for  one,  of  expreadng  my  thanks 
for  his  lealoas  devotion  to  this  o^eot,  and  bis 
Buocessful  lead  in  ita  acoomplisfameiiL 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
t^e. 

Setiriagt^thti  Tka  Frttidmi, 

The  Tide  pBsaiDKirr  having  stated  that  he 
shonld  not  again  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Senate  at  the  present  session,  availed  himself 
of  this  opportmiity  of  wishing  the  Senators  a 
very  pleasant  return  to'' their  homes. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  reoeaa. 

xvKnna  BEseioit. 
The  Vici  PamnwKT  having  retired  from  the 
diair  of  predding  offioerj  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  election  d^  a  Fnaident  JMV  (SM, 
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The  TotM  vera,  (fint  ballot:) 

ForMr.  8miat,orUu7laii^          -  IT 

Ur.  B«U,affrewHmmpsliin,  -  12 

Mr.  TaMwell,  of  Virginia,       •  8 

Soatteriiig,      ....  4 
Od  b  Moond  btUoting,  then  were 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  MarrUnd,  .        -  18 

Mr.  Taxewall,          ...  a 

Mr.  Ball,         ....  8 

SOAttering,      .       .        .        .  s 
On  ■  Qiird  balloting  there  were 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  MatylaiLd,  -        ~  IS 

Mr.  Tazewell,-        •        ■        •  il 


So  Mr.  TuKwiLi.  was  elected  FresideDt  pro 
temg^rw  of  the  Seaste. 

Whereupon,  Hr.  Taeewku.  rose,  and  with  a 
profbsdon  of  his  nncere  dlstrast  ot  bis  ftbility 
to  di«chai^  the  doties  of  the  Chwr  with  aatis- 
bedon  to  hlmaelT  or  to  the  Senate,  beeged  to 
be  excused  from  accepting  the  honoratue  sta- 
tiOD  which  the  Senate  had  assigned  to  him. 

Mr.  Webstkb  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
hanorBhle  Senator  from  Yiirinia  would  recon- 
tider  his  determination,  ana  wonid  not  be  ex- 
ciued  from  the  dat?  to  which  the  vote  of  the 
6«iiite  had  called  him. 

Hr.  TiLXR,  eipresaing  his  hfgh  respect  for 
Us  coUeagne^  and  declaring  that  he  himself 
•ith  all  toe  sincere  respect  which  he  had  for 
Via  mlleagne,  not  expecting  anch  a  conrse,  had 
TOled  for  the  venerable  Senator  from  Maryland, 
tad,  desirous  to  pay  doe  regard  to  the  wishes 
of  his  mlleagne,  moved  that  his  colleagne  be 
eimaed  from  serving  aa  President  pro  Uimpore. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  having  pnt  the 
qnutiOD  on  thia  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the 
iffimiative,  by  SO  votes  to  14. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  another  bal- 
btiagforPrcddeat  of  thia  body;  anditreonlC- 
cd  M  follows : 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Manjand,  -        -    SO 
Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hampshire,  .    11 
Mr.  Rnggles,  of  Ohio,      .        -      4 
Mr.  Kiog,  of  Alabonui,    .        -      4 
So  lb.  Svo^  of  Maryland,  was  elected  Pre»- 
>dent  prv  temport  of  the  Benaw ;  and,  being 
nxdoBted  to  the  chair,  made  bis  acknowledg- 
BuiiU  for  the  honor  which  he  said  he  was  sat- 
faStd  was  pud  rather  to  his  age  thu  to  hia 
■iNlity,  and  said  that  the  only  return  Be  conld 
ouke,  would  be  to  devote  his  best  ability  to 
the  proper  despatch  of  the  bmdneas  before  the 
Senita. 

^H  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  despatch 
rf  t  rariety  of  boainesa,  of  which  the  following 
wit  the  most  prominent : 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certua  Indian 
tnuie*  «is  read  the  second  time,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  GktTKDT,  it  was  amended  by  striking 
ou  the  clause  wtuch  provides  for  taking  the 
nm  ippropriated  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
t^boctav  treaty,  from  the  fund  of  |SOO,000  last 
iw  smroprii^ied  ft>r  the  removal  oi  the  Soath- 
on  Indiins,  and  the  expense  of  oanying  into 


effect  that  treaty  was  ordaied  to  be  paid  oat  of 
any  monev  in  the  Treasnrv  not  otherwise  ap- 
propri^ad.  Thus  amended,  it  waa  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Home  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill  were  all  agreed  to,  with  t1)e  exception 
of  that  which  goes  to  strilce  ont  tlie  clause  in- 
serted on  the  motions  of  Mr.  Sane  and  Mr. 
Ttlbs,  and  inserting  $16,000  for  the  service* 
of  the  commissioners  employed  to  ctmolude  the 
treaty  with  the  Bablime  Porte. 

A  variety  of  motions  were  made  on  this  sub. 
Ject,  several  points  of  order  were  dieousaed,  and 
then  some  remarks  were  made  on  the  constito. 
tionalitj  of  the  ^pointment  of  the  oommift- 
sionerg.  The  effect  that  the  amendment  of  the 
House  wonld  have,  as  preventing  the  Senate 
from  expressing  their  disapprobation  of  the 
course  of  the  Executive,  was  also  spoken  of^ 
when,  finally,  the  Senate  refused  to  agree  to 
the  amendment,  and  appointed  a  Committee  of 
Conference  on  its  part,  oonsisting  of  Messrs. 
Tazbwkll,  Wbbbtbb,  and  Eino,  to  meet  con- 
ferees to  be  appointed  by  the  Bonse  of  Bepre- 
senbttives. 

The  Senate  then  a^oumed. 


Wehmksdat,  March  2. 
Claim  ofjamtt  Mimrot. 

Mr.  HATmc  said  he  waa  about  to  make  a  mo- 
tion— such  a  one  as  he  seldom  made,  and  to 
which  he  was  in  general  opposed — a  motjon 
which  wonld  have  been  nnnecessory,  if  the  bill 
had  been  suffered  to  come  up  in  its  order,  bnt 
which  had  been  prevented  bv  the  many  mo- 
tions mode  by  gentJemeo  to  take  np  bills  out  of 
their  order — and  tliat  was,  to  take  np  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe. 

The  motion  prevailed — yeas  26. 

The  motion  to  amend,  heretofore  submitted, 
to  strike  from  the  bill  the  words  "  for  public 
services,  losses,  and  sacrifices,"  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Hatnb,  disagreed  to,  to  save  time. 

After  a  remark  or  two  from  Mr.  Fobstth 
and  Mr.  Bkll, 

Mr.  LiviNonoN  said  he  would  premise  what 
he  had  to  say  on  thia  snt^ect  by  a  declaration 
that  he  intended  to  vote  for  the  bilL  I  am 
obliged,  sud  he,  in  this  case,  as  all  of  us  most, 
for  the  most  [Mrt,  in  cases  of  claims  for  ser- 
vices, or  the  settlement  of  accounts,  to  trust 
very  much  to  the  investigation  mode  by  our 
oommlttees,  and  to  the  correctness  of  their  re- 
ports. Were  each  member  to  Investigate  the 
detuls  of  the  numerous  cases  that  come  before 
OS,  we  sbonld  upefod  all  onr  time  in  this  exam- 
ination, and  then  do  the  biwinesa  imperfectly, 
leaving  no  time  for  attention  to  the  great  inter. 
ests  of  the  nation.  In  this  case,  a  committee  of 
the  other  House,  that  House  itself,  and  our  own 
committee,  have  informed  ns  that  Mr.  Monroe 
haa  an  equitable  cltum  on  the  nation :  and  they 
propose  that  the  amonnt  of  this  claim  ehall  be 
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settled  by  our  aooonnting  officers  on  eqoitaUi 
principles.  I  moat  believe,  therefore,  that 
eometliing  is  due,  and  therefore  will  vote  for 
the  bilL  Bat,  sir,  a  private  duty  nhich  I  owe 
to  the  memory  of  &  very  near  and  very  dear 
relative,  a  public  dnty  to  a  Htatcaman  who  had 
no  inconudarabte  ahare  in  the  establishment  of 
onr  independence,  who  was  one  of  the  commit- 
tee which  sanctioned  the  decI&ratioD  that  pro- 
claimed it  to  the  world,  and  whose  sabseqnent 
life  vss  a  leries  of  important  Bcrvices  to  hia 
oonntry ;  these  dntiee  oblige  me  to  notice  an 
attempt  to  deprive  him  of  the  credit  of  one  uf 
the  most  important  of  those  services.  Among 
the  clums  wnich  Hr.  Monroe  urges  to  the  grat- 
ttnde  of  the  coantrj,  is  the  scqnuition  of  Louis' 
fana  to  the  Union.  Forgetting  the  agency  of 
bis  colleagae.  scarcely  mentionm^  him,  eicept 
only  to  say  that  he  had  the  ment  of  agreeing 
widi  him,  (Mr.  If.,}  he  directly  asanmea  the 
whole  credit  of  the  negotiation,  by  saying  that 
nothing  was  done,  or  conid  be  done,  nntil  hia 
arrival ;  intimating  clearly  that  it  was  his 
agency  alone  which  prodnoed  the  important  re- 
salt.  I  beg  leave,  sir,  in  order  to  bnt  the  Jus- 
tice of  this  pretension,  to  advert  to  the  history 
of  this  transaction. 

In  the  year  1801,  Robert  R.  XJvingaton  was 
sent  by  Mr,  Jefferaon  as  plenipotentiary  to 
France.  Important  claims,  the  payment  of 
which  had  been  promised  by  the  treaty  of  the 

S receding  year,  were  yet  unsatisfied;  and  the 
erauKCd  finances  of  the  repnblio  rendered  it 
very  ahfficalt  for  them  to  procore  the  means  of 
discharging  them.  The  first  part  of  the  year 
1802  was  spent  by  onr  Minister  in  oncessing 
bat  frnitJess  attempts  to  procure  the  jnstioe  due 
to  onr  citizens.    Other  cansea  soon  combined  to 

K'  'e  a  more  important  torn  to  the  negotiation. 
e  suspension  of  the  right  of  de^it  at  New 
Orleans  excited  a  Just  and  violent  sensation  in 
the  western  country.  Its  citizens  could  scarcely 
be  restrained  from  marching  down,  and  secnring 
by  force  of  arms  the  fi^e  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, so  essential  to  their  commerce.  About 
the  same  time,  Mr,  Ross,  a  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, made  a  formal  propoaal  to  authorize 
uie  President  to  take  possession  of  Sev  Or- 
leans ;  a  measure  which  it  was  thought  more 
ui^nt,  becanse,  about  this  time,  May,  1603,  it 
was  known  in  the  United  States  mat  Spun 
had,  in  the  preceding  year,  ceded  Louisiana  to 
France.  And  it  was  feared  that  If  a  war  broke 
out  again  (which  was  apprehended,  and  shortly 
after  happened)  between  that  power  and  Eng- 
land, this  last  power  wonld  make  a  oonqnest 
of  it,  and  thus  enclose  as  on  our  whole 
ftvntier.  Instructions  were  therefore  sent  to 
Mr.  Livingston,  to  endeavor  to  purchase  Now 
Orleans  and  the  Floridas  for  a  price,  of  which 
the  payment  of  the  debt  doe  to  our  titixens 
was  to  form  a  part  In  obedience  to  these  in- 
structions, Mr.  Livingston  turned  his  whole  at- 
tention to  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  ob- 
ject. While  urging  on  the  one  hAtd  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  on  the  other  he  was  endeav- 
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oring  to  demonstrate  the  policy  of  making  Ike 
cession  to  the  United  States,  not  only  as  tht 
means  of  discharging  the  clums  of  our  citi- 
zens, bnt  as  the  only  mode  of  preventing  Great 
Brittun  from  acquiring  that  valuable  coIodj-. 
In  a  memoir  which  he  published  in  DeocraibM'. 
he  not  only  inust«d  on  these  topioa,  but  sfaowM 
the  advantage  to  France  of  encouragi^  ths 
commerce  and  naval  power  of  the  Unit«d 
States,  by  the  same  act  which  would  prevent 
the  rapid  accession  to  those  of  tba  rival  (f 

In  February,  of  the  year  1803,  finding  thit 
be  conld  get  no  eiph'cit  answer  from  the  Mis- 
istry  of  France,  he  took  a  step  dictated  by  a 
close  study  of  the  character  of  the  eitratvdl- 
oary  man  who  as  first  Consul  then  directed 
the  afhira  of  France.  Quitting  the  eetablithed 
form  of  oommnnioation,  he  addressed  a  letter 
directly  to  the  Eirst  Gonsnl  himself,  appeaHog 
to  his  honor  as  a  soldier,  and  personal  sense  of 
justice,  tbr  the  performance  of^a  treaty  he  him- 
self had  made.  This  t>old  proceedine  had  its 
effect.  An  answer  was  given,  posftiveTy  prom- 
ising a  prompt  liquidation  and  payment  of  the 
claims.  To  give  greater  eSect  to  this  premise^ 
and  increase  the  obligation  of  performing  it, 
the  contents  of  the  answer  were  immediately 
communicated  to  the  agents  of  the  cltimants 
at  Paris;  thoy  were  advised  not  to  dispose  of 
their  claims,  and  told  that  ther  might  rely  on 
the  word  of  the  First  Oonsnl.  This  was  done, 
with  a  knowledge  that  no  other  means  could 
be  found  by  France  for  discharging  the  debt, 
but  the  cession  of  New  Orleans.  In  the  mean 
tjme,  Mr.  Monroe  had  been  appointed  on  a 
special  mission  to  efitet  the  same  otiject.  His 
arrival  was  expected  about  the  beginning  <rf 
April,  and,  BO  far  ftom  expediting,  wonld,  by 
waiting  for  his  arrival,  have  delayed  the  termi- 
nation of  onr  diffloultiea,  bnt  for  the  ocmcnr^ 
of  events  which  brought  the  matt^  to  a 
conclusion  in  the  mind  of  the  Fii«tO<n)sal  be- 
fore Mr.  Monroe  had  set  his  fbot  in  Paris.  A 
history  lately  published  by  M.  de  Marboi^  one 
of  the  confidential  Ministers  of  Napoleon,  has 
raised  the  curtain,  and  exhibited  to  na  what 
passed  in  bis  cabinet  on  this  subject.  On  the 
10th  April,  two  days  before  Mr.  Monroe's  «r- 
rival  in  Paris,  this  important  council  was  held. 
Lonisi^a,  althosgh  ceded,  had  not  yet  been 
dehvcrad  to  France.  The  etipolations  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens  had  not  been  performed;  a 
renewal  of  hostilities  was  daily  ^prehended, 
md  one  of  the  first  acts  of  those  hostilities  was 
iipected  to  be  the  seiznre  of  Lonlstana  by  the 
British.  France,  too,  wanted  money  for  carrying 
on  the  war;  and  tlie  First  Consul  was  prised 
for  the  performance  of  his  promise  to  pay  the 
American  debt.  Under  these  circmnstancea, 
he  snbmitted  to  the  two  counsellors,  on  the  day 
I  have  named,  the  question,  whether  it  would 
he  most  expe^ent  to  transfer  Lonisiaoa  to  tba 
United  States,  or  to  send  on  the  expedition 
which  had  be«n  prepared  to  take  posBeasioo, 
and  to  risk  the  aubaeqnent  oonquast  of  it  by 
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s  two  oonDMlIora  took  different 
ndei  of  this  qnestion;  their  arKamenU  are 
giren  in  detail  of  the  hiBtorisii,  wno  was  bim- 
•elf  one  of  them,  and  who  advocated  the  cee- 
fioi.  The  deliberationa,  he  teUs  ns,  oontinaed 
till  laM  in  the  nisht  At  daybreak  on  the 
morning  of  Uie  lltn,  be  sninmoned  M.  Marbois 
to  h«ar  and  eiecate  his  decision ;  he  gave  it  in 
tbese  words:  "Irresolation  and  deliberation 
an  BO  longer  in  season.  I  renoonoe  Lonisiana. 
It  is  not  tmj  New  Orleans  that  I  will  cede  \  it 
is  tbe  whole  colon]',  without  any  reserration. 
I  know  the  price  of  what  I  abandon.  I  re- 
Doimce  it  with  the  greatest  regret :  to  attempt 
ob«tinatel7  to  retain  it,  would  be  follj,  I  di- 
it«t  Toil  to  negotiate  this  aflUr  with  the  envoTS 
of  the  United  States ;  do  not  even  wut  the  ar- 
riril  of  Mr.  Monroe ;  have  an  interview  this 
verj  day  with  Mr.  IJvingston.  Bnt  I  require 
a  ^reat  deal  of  nionej  for  this  war,  and  I  woold 
not  like  to  oonuuence  it  with  new  ooDtribatlon. 
I  irill  be  moderate,  in  consideration  of  tbe  ne- 
etmij  in  which  I  am  of  making  the  »ale,  but 
kmp  this  h>  yonrself ;  I  want  nitj  millions  of 
XoTft,  and  for  le«a  than  that  I  will  not  treat." 
On  that  very  day  H.  Varboia  did  moke  the 
Mtttore  to  Mr.  Idviogaton,  tbe  price  was  dis- 
«iis»d ;  bol^  of  oonrae,  Mr.  Livingston,  knowing 
tiat  Mr.  Monroe  was  Joined  with  him  in  the 
nimoa,  and  that  he  bad  arrived  at  Havre,  coald 
vA  eonelode  any  thing  nntit  his  arrival ;  he 
bad  (Bother  conference  on  the  18th  (before  Mr. 
Ifooroe  had  been  presented)  with  M.  Marbois, 
vith  whom  he  had  been  on  a  footing  of  inti- 
nuiiy  of  as  old  a  date  as  the  revolutionary  war, 
wben  Mr.  livingston  was  Minister  for  Foreign 
Albin,  and  H.  Msrbois  held  a  diplomalio  em- 
ployment  to  the  old  Congress,  which  conaider- 
sblj  facilitated  their  interoonrse  on  tbe  present 
ewMoD.  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  on  the  12th, 
snd  Kon  after  joined  hia  coUeagne  in  the  nego- 
tiuioa ;  and  the  ^eaty  was  signed  on  the  SOth 
of  April 

Two  oiromnatanoes  ore  remarkable  in  this 
tmuaetion;  first,  that  the  argnmenta  employed 
is  the  GontnltatioD  of  the  First  Oonsnl'a  cabinet 
in  Isvor  of  tbe  oeesion  are  precisely  those  sng- 
'  gtsttd  by  Mr.  Livingston  in  hia  memoir  of  De- 
untiei,  1803,  and  expressed  in  nearly  the  same 
Unguge;  the  other,  that  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Jtonroe^  and  the  part  he  took  in  tbe  ne^tia- 
tioD,  did  Bot  ctiange  an  item  in  the  propoeitions 
ntd«  by  the  Elrvt  CodsdL 

T*a  things  are  addnoed,  however,  as  proofs 
tlist  ICr.  Livli^ston  coold  effect  nothing  with' 
ovt  the  ud  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and,  consequently, 
1^  lU  the  merit  of  the  oession  is  due  to  him. 
^  i^  1  private  letter  written  hastily  to  oon- 
pWoliIe  hira  on  hia  arrival,  in  which  he  (Mr. 
y  SMaks  donbtingly  of  final  saocess,  anless 
Ur.  Monroe  should  bring  the  account  of  Mr. 
™*'s  r«iolnUonB  having  passed,  and  says  they 
voiid  n^otiate  to  much  better  effect  with 
'w  Orleaoa  in  oar  possession ;  and  most  un- 
.  we  should.  The  purchase  would 
been  made  for  half  the  price.     But  it 
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mnat  be  remarked  that  this  letter  was  written 
on  tbe  morning  of  the  lOtb,  before  tbe  resolu- 
tion which  was  the  result  of  tbe  Uonsul'a  cab- 
inet oonncil  was  taken.  But,  In  this  very  let- 
tor,  Mr.  Livingston  tells  bis  colleague  he  had 
paved  the  way  for  him.  What  ^d  he  mean  bj 
this,  if  he  had  lost  all  hope  ? 

It  is  sdd,  too,  that  this  same  longaage  was 
repeated  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  and  that  it 
waa  recorded  in  lb.  Monroe's  journal.  There 
is  something  that  always  struck  me  as  singular 
in  tbna  reoording  what  was  said  in  a  friendly 
visit  made  at  the  moment  of  his  arrivoL  Why 
was  this  treasured  up,  even  if  it  was  rightly 
apprehended!  But,  sir,  there  was  evident 
misapprehension  or  inaecuraoy ;  for  Mr.  liv- 
ingston could  not,  on  the  I3tb,  at  night,  have 
used  this  language,  wben  he  had  the  day  before 
received  tbe  overtures  from  M.  Marbois.  and 
even  discussed  the  price.  He  very  pcobably 
did  repeat  that  they  would  have  negotiated  to 
greater  advantage  if  New  Orleana  had  be^i 
taken ;  and  is  it  not  probable,  too,  that  he 
might  not  think  it  prudent  to  express  what  he 
really  thought  in  the  presence  of  a  young  gen- 
tleman he  aid  not  know,  and  of  whose  mscre- 
tion  he  could  not  be  assured,  and  that  he  re- 
served the  communication  of  the  overtures  that 
bod  been  mode  to  him  for  a  fitter  occauoat  It 
is  sud,  indeed,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  over- 
tures to  have  been  sincere;  but  whether  he 
thought  BO  or  not.  he  would  have  been  bound 
to  commoaicate  tnem  to  Mr.  Monroe;  and  his 
not  doing  so  on  that  occasion  gives  force  to  the 
oonjeoture  that  be  was  restrained  by  the  pres- 
ence of  a  third  person,  and  used  vague  espres- 
slona,  whicfi  were  not  accurately  renders  in 
transferring  them  to  the  journal.  But  Marbois, 
it  is  Bwd,  eW  thought  that  Mr.  Livingston  waa 
sospicious  of  tbe  sincerity  of  the  offers;  bnt 
for  this  argument  it  uofortunately  ht^ipeua  that 
M,  Marbois  takes  his  fact  from  Mr,  Monroe, 
and  quotes  his  memoir  for  hia-  authority ;  so 
that,  in  relying  on  Marbots's  aathoritj,  Mr. 
Monroe  only  quotes  Ills  own. 

But  whatever  were  Mr.  Livingston's  impres- 
sions, they  coold  not  altf  r  the  facts,  that  the 
decision  to  cede  Louisiana  was  taken  two  days 
before  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  in  Paris,  and  that 
decialou  made  under  the  pressure  of  oaneea 
which  Mr.  Ifonroe  had  no  snare  in  producing, 
and  of  which  he  was  totally  ignorant — that  the 
cession  would  have  been  made  if  he  had  never 
arrived — that  the  conditions  even  were  not 
modiSed  by  hia  interference.  The  sale  of  the 
whole  province  being  resolved  on,  inateod  of 
the  paA  for  which  be  came  to  treat,  and  the 
price  fixed  by  the  First  Consul  on  the  11th,  be- 
fore his  arrival,  being  that  which  waa  agreed 
upon  afterwards,  his  merit  consists  in  having 
agreed  with  bis  colleague  in  exceeding  their  in- 
Btmctions,  and  taking  the  whole  instead  of 
porL  And  yet  he  assumes  to  himself  the  whole 
credit  of  the  treaty;  makes  no  allowance  to 
tbe  memory  of  a  man,  to  whose  able  and  la- 
borious   negotiation,  whatever  there  was  of 
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merit,  in  the  prepsratorr  stepa  taken  to  eninre 
the  cessfon,  was  dne.  Near  two  years  of  nnre- 
mitt'iDg  exertion  to  brini;  abont  this  end  ar« 
conBidered  as  nothing  I  The  dilemma  to  which 
tiie  First  Oonsul  wfu  redaoed  bj  his  renewed 
promise  to  pay  the  debta — a  proniiBe  procnred 
t>7  a  bold  and  hazardouB  departure  trom  the 
usual  modes  of  negotiation — and  the  sngges- 
tlon,  urged  with  so  much  force  in  the  memoir 
of  tbo  previooB  December,  that  thej  were  used 
as  argnmenta,  and  had  tbeir  effect  in  hringing 
ahont  the  decision  of  the  First  Oonsnl — all 
these  are  passed  over  in  silence,  and  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Uonroe,  the  bare  weight  of  whose  name 
before  he  had  arrived,  it  is  given  to  nnderstand, 
had  more  more  weight  than  all  these ;  and  Hr. 
Liviagstoo's  name  u  only  mentioned  to  give 
him  the  great  merit  of  agreeing  with  his  ool- 
leagne. 

Sir,  I  lament  that  Mr.  Monroe  shonld  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  onrsne  this  conrw.  It 
ia  unworthy  of  liim,  and  of  the  memory  of  a 
man  with  whom,  to  say  the  least,  be  would  not 
have  lessened  himself  hy  acknowledging  as  an 
eqnaL  His  course  has  obliged  me  to  make 
these  ohserrations,  which,  1  repeat,  are  not  in- 
tended to  injure  his  claim  on  the  justice  or 
gratitude  of  Uie  coontry.  My  duty  to  a  broth- 
er's memory  has  forced  fh>m  me  these  explana- 
tions. I  know  the  value  he  placed  on  the  share 
be  had  in  annexing  the  vast  torritory  of  Lonis- 
iana  to  our  oonfederacy,  and  shonld  be  nn- 
wordiy  of  the  honor  of  my  relation  to  him, 
nnfbithfiil  to  his  memory  and  nngratefnl  for  his 
fraternal  sSectioD,  if  I  stood  by  and  silently 
permitted  any  oaa  to  aaaame  the  sole  credit 
of  it 

What  I  have  sud  ia  not  intended  to  injore 
any  clum  Mr.  Monroe  may  h&ve  on  the  justice 
of  the  coontry.  I  shonld  be  grieved  if  it  had 
that  effect ;  nor  can  I  beUeve  it  possible  that  It 
shonld. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  «  third  readings  and  was  dedded  as  fd- 
tows: 

Yxjls. — Ueaars,  Benton,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Chaie, 
Q»yton,  Dudley,  Prelingiiuysen,  Qraiidy,  Hajne, 
Eendiiclu,  JohnBton,  LivingstoD,  Karka,  Poindei- 
ter,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Slsbee,  Sprague,  lawvell, 
Tyler,  Willey,  Woodbury— 28. 

Nivs.— Uesirs.  BartoD,  Bell,  Brown,  Burnet,  IKck- 
eraon,  Ellis,  Foot,  Forayth,  Iredell,  Kane,  HcKinley, 
Bobbins,  Ruggtsfl,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Troup— IS. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tkuksbat,  March  8. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Osambbbs,  the  seventeenth 
joint  mle  was  suspended  for  this  day,  so  far  as 
respects  those  bills  which  have  passed  both 
Houses,  or  require  for  their  final  passage  an  as- 
sent omy  to  amendment. 

Poit  Offiet  S^artmtnt. 
Mr.  Olattoh,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  ISth  December  last,  to  inquire 


into  the  present  state  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, made  a  report,  ennmerating  certain 
papers  oommnnicated  by  tbe  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, which  he  was  instructed  hy  the  onnraiit' 
tee  to  move  to  have  printed.  The  printing  vas 
ordered. 


Poatmaster  Qeneral : 

To  tit  ffoHorablt  Ih*  Samlt  o/Ot  UniitdBtula: 
The  memorial  of  Abraham  Bradley,  late  Aawtkot 
Postmaster  General,  moat  ra^iectfally  repre- 

That,  after  Us  removal  from  oiGoe,  he,  as  f*  well 
knoiTD  to  the  Senate  preaenled  to  tlte  FreaideDt  of 
the  United  States  a  letter.  In  which,  among  titbu' 
things,  he  stated  that  Mr.  Barry,  the  present  Post- 
master General,  had  made  an  extra  aUowaiioe  to  e 
Hr.  Eamll,  a  mail  conincCor,  and  to  othera,  as  this 
memorialist  conceived,  without  wursnt  oflsv. 

A  copy  of  thla  letter  having  been  called  for,  was 
presented  by  tills  memorialist  to  the  present  Select 
Committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  Post  OtBoe  Tepert- 

Durlng  tbe  last  session  of  Congress,  a  caD  wu 
made  on  that  department,  at  tbe  tnatanee  of  one  of 
the  Benatora  frtnn  Ohio,  fbr  Informatitm  reUtiTe  to 
the  extre  allowaneea  which  had  been  made  to  mail 


The  response  of  the  department  to  tiiat  call  was 

submitted  to  tbe  riev  of  this  memorialist  as  coetein- 
ing  matters  in  which  he  was  deeply  conoemed. 
Upon  examioing  it  to  ucert&in  if  his  recollection 
of  Hnrrall's  case  was  correct,  he  was  unmeaaurably 
astonished  to  Snd  that  tbe  extra  aDowance  was 
there  charged  to  have  been  made  by  him,  actiiig  as 
Postmaster  General.     It  was  evident  that  tbe  doc- 


had  t>een  made,  and  tbe  name  of  this 
inserted.  Induced  by  this  to  examine  fuKher,  he 
fbund  that  forty-nine  cases  of  extm  allDwanoe  were 
in  that  doontaent  charged  to  Iiave  been  made  by 
him.  Thirty-six  of  ihees  were  similar  to  the  ease 
of  HarrsU;  the  original  document  had  been  muti- 
lated, and  the  name  of  A.  Btadley,  Jr.,  acting  as 
Postmaster  General,  carefully  inserted. 

Thla  memorialiat  called  the  atleniion  of  the  com- 
mittee to  these  circamstances,  as  evidence  of  on  at- 
temot  to  Impeach  his  testimony,  snd  to  load  his  of- 
BcloJ  condnct  with  opprobrium,  being  public  docu- 
mentary proof  from  the  books  of  the  department, 
that  ho  had  squandered  tbo  public  funds  during  the 
few  &ya  he  had  acted  as  Postmaster  General,  between 
the  10th  of  March,  when  Ur.  ItoLean  left  tbe  offln, 
and  the  Cth  of  Ajn^l,  when  Mr.  Barry  came  hiie  it, 
and  that,  in  order  to  soraen  Umssl^  he  had  charged 
these  things  npon  th*  latter  gentleman.  The  com- 
mittee kindly  authoriied  a  sab-coDmutlee  to  ao- 
oompany  tliis  memorialist  to  tlM  department  yester- 
day, the  £8th  instant,  to  ascenein  whether  hia 
statements  were  correct.    Tour  memorialist  confi- 


thls  case  of  Harrall's,  as  well  as  In  every  other  coie 
bat  one  in  which  an  erasure  had  been  made,  Hr- 
Barry  was  origroally  and  properly  charged---and 
that  It  was  there  asserted  that  these  erasnres  had 
bean  made  by  mistake,  and  his  name  Inserted  by 
mistalts.    The  gentlemen  bad  not  tfane  to  puisw 
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OtA  iai^mj,  and  no  euaiinktion  wm  made  into 
UoM  MM  oripnaUj  cbargvd  to  yonr  meiiiorkli*t. 

lit  vbucTor  muinec  theM  mutilttioDi  of  the  orig- 
iul  doemieDt  msij  hire  occurred,  uid  tbe«  tkue 
uncndmeiita  lo  It  mule  b;  niijt«ke  or  not,  the  effect 
Bitrt  be,  if  it  goes  to  the  world,  toiqjure.  If  oot  to 
dHtiOf,  t  i«putali(Hi  upon  vbich  jour  laemorUlisC, 
■fter  neirlj  forty  yeiura'  pubUc  service,  must  maiolf 
id;  for  nipport.  The  Senate  hu,  u  he  hu  been 
iulbnaed,  directed  this  report  to  be  printed. 

If  thU  ihoDld  be  done,  and  it  thould,  with  aU  Its 
blKhoodi  ud  InjuriODi  tendency,  be  spread  before 
Ike  peiwla  mder  the  Mnetlon  of  the  Semle  of  the 
Udiad  atalBi^  your  memorialiat  ■obmiti  that  great 
iq'ialiM  noit  necesMrily  follow  to  him.  He  there- 
bre  prayt  that  neb  order  may  be  taken  by  the  Sen- 
tia,  aa  win  aecDre  hit  right,  and  aspadally  preaerve 
tha  repotalloa  vhleh  doeuaienla  pnblUied  by  the 
uihorily  of  the  Seaate  riionld  alwayi  poaaeaa.  And 
}«u  meoorialbt,  aa  in  dnty  bound,  lie. 

JfarcA  1,  IBBl.  ABRAHAM  BSADLET. 

Ur.  Chambkbs  moved  that  th«  order  for  the 
printing  of  the  report  referred  to  be  rasoLnded. 

Kr.  GKVSor  thoDghtthe  better  coo rae  would 
b»-tha  right  wsy  to  do  jnatioa — to  print  tlie 
r^rt,  and  aabjoin  to  it  the  tneoioriat  of  Mr. 
Bradley,  and  the  teatimoaj  of  Meesn.  Brown, 
9uter,«tal 

Ur.  Clattox,  chainoan  of  the  Select  Oom- 
nuttee  to  whom  thoae  doonmenta  had  been  ro- 
fomd,  roae,  and  obserred  that  they  were  very 
Wnminona,  purporting  to  be  answers  to  the 
resolotion  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  April  lest, 
which  directed  the  Postmaster  General  to  re- 

C"  copiea  of  all  existing  contraota  made  by 
or  hid  predecesaoi  in  office,  on  which  al- 
lawuoee  liave  been  made  for  additional  ser- 
•ieesi  deeignaling,  in  each  case,  how  much 
■ad  what  a£jttional  serrioe  has  been  perform- 
ed, and  by  whom  it  waa  required,  and  deiig- 
m^iag  also  what  anm  has  been  allowed  in  each 
CMS  fer  neh  additional  seirioe,  and  by  whom 
it  wu  alhiwed."  The  answer  to  this  call  was 
ktpt  ba^  mitil  abont  the  10th  of  last  month. 
Dnring  the  debate  which  ocenrrad  here  on  the 
Kwdotion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
imone  other  things  Uien  said,  I  complained  of 
thii  dflay  as  an  evidence  of  a  design  to  baffie 
iianiry  into  the  concerns  of  the  department ; 
uo,  lAcr  that,  the  report  oalled  for  in  April, 
ISU,  came  in.  It  was  first  referred  to  the 
Rudinc  oommittee  on  the  Post  Office,  al- 
Umghl  prayed  for  its  reftretioe  to  the  Select 
Cooinittee,  to  whom  nnqnattkinably,  as  we 
MWNS,  it  properly  beloi^^  The  standing 
eoBnoittoe,  wiuioot  examination,  at  we  must 
nppoM,  raemnmended  it  to  be  printed,  and  the 
Beotte  ordered  It  to  be  printed.  After  this, 
wii  ibont  a  week  unce,  it  waa  referred  to  the 
™Kt  Onmnittee.  They  eiumined  it,  and  have 
wcertained  that  in  thirty-sii  cases  of  eitra  al- 
Mwioea  to  eontraotors  Bc«ttered  tbroDgh  these 
wKamenta,  embracing  tome  of  the  grossest  vi 
^tttoos  of  the  law  in  granting  away  the  pabli 
gwsj  to  mail  oontraotora,  the  allowanoea  have 
>>*ML  fiUdy  Nt  down  aa  having  been  made  by 


Abraham  Bradley,  as  acting  or  assistant  Post- 
master-General,  when,  in  uiese  very  catea,  the 
allowances  were  aotaall;  made  by  the  present 
Postmaster  General ;  and  for  the  troth  «f  this 
I  refer  to  the  deposition  of  Ur.  Bradley,  those 
of  the  clerics  in  the  department,  and  the  report 
itself  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  answer  to 
the  call,  all  now  on  the  table  before  yoa,  as 
well  as  to  the  statements  of  the  Senatora  from 
Uaine  and  Tennessee,  (Uessra.  Holius  and 
Gbitmot,)  who  went  to  the  department  as  a 
sab-committea,  by  oar  direetioiL,  to  ascertun 
the  foots.  These  doonments,  in  each  of  these 
cases,  exhibit  to  yonr  eye  palpable  erasures, 
where  the  name  of  "  William  T.  Barry,  Post- 
matter  Geseral,"  has  been  robbed  ont,  and  that 
of  "  Abraham  Bradley,  acting  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral," inserted.  The  reaolt  of  the  examination 
was,  that  Mr.  Barry's  name  was  originally 
written  down  on  the  docoments  aa  the  person 
who  mode  the  allowances,  according  to  the 
truth — that  tlie  name  of  Mr,  Bradley  was  af- 
terwards inserted,  and  now  stands  in  each  of 
these  thirty- riix  oases,  which,  call  them  false- 
hoods, errors,  or  what  yon  please,  certainly 
misrepreaent  the  fact.  Then  it  is  also  neces- 
aary  to  ttate  that  the  letter  of  Alwaham  Brad- 
ley to  the  Preddeot,  which  waa  read  in  the  de- 
bate here  on  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  charging  Mr.  Barry  with  gross  vio- 
lation of  the  law  in  some  of  these  cases,  (par- 
ticularly in  the  case  of  the  South  Carolina  con- 
tract,) was  written  more  than  a  year  ago,  and 
shortly  after  his  removal  from  office ;  that  this 
letter  had  been  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Bradley  in  the 
oommitlee ;  and  that  the  tendency  of  this  falsi- 
fication of  the  docnments,  If  nodetected,  was 
to  convict  Mr.  Bradley  of  swearing  falsely, 
who,  in  saying  on  his  oath  that  the  Postmaster 
General  mode  the  allowances,  stated  the  exact 
tnith.  Sir,  I  have  bestowed  much  ottentioo  on 
these  papers,  and  I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
that  these  are  all  the  misrepresentations  con- 
tained in  them.  They  are  enough,  however, 
to  induce  the  Senate,  both  in  Justice  to  its  own 
character,  and  the  reputation  of  an  excellent 
citiien  and  an  innocent  man,  to  refnse  to  give 
any  pabtioity  to  documents  which  all  con  see, 
and  all  now  admit  to  be  sparioaa  and  mutilated. 
If  they  be  printed  even  with  the  evidence 
which  proves  them  false,  still  ipinttiae  may 
possibly  resnlt  from  it ;  for  it  will  appear  to 
the  world,  tiiat  the  Senato  hod  some  oonfidence 
in  these  papers ;  and  it  may  happen  that  those 
wbo  shall  hereafter  read  the  calumny  will  not, 
among  anch  a  mass  of  papers,  also  advert  to  the 
reftit^ion  of  it.  At  the  time  these  papers 
were  sent  in,  Bradley  was  a  witness  against 
the  department,  and  under  examination  before 
the  committee.  All  here  know  what  an  etfort 
was  made  in  public  discnssion  to  impeach  his 
veracity,  and  1  trast  all  will  now  admit  bow  en- 
tirely that  effort  failed.  But  I  wilt  not  stop  to 
ioqnire  into  the  motives  of  those  who  directed 
those  alteratjons  to  be  made.  With  motives 
we  have  now  nothing  to  do.    Bitt  tha  fiwt  is 
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inoontroTertible,  that  tbese  doonmente  are  on- 
vortJij  of  credit.  It  is  tlierefore  nnworthj  of 
the  Seoate  to  publish  them,  and  I  hope  the  or- 
der for  their  publioadoiL  made  in  an  nngnarded 
momeiit,  may  be  reeoinded. 

Mr.  HoutES  B^d:  Mr.  Freriden^  haTing 
been  selected  bj  the  committee  oa  a  nitMSom- 
mittee  vith  the  Senator  from  Tenoesgefl,  (Mr. 
Gbcndi,)  to  go  to  the  department  examine  the 
books,  and  ascertaia  what  was  the  tmth,  we 
took  with  ns  the  witness  nnder  ezamin^on, 
and  proceeded  to  the  Genwal  Poet  Office.  We 
took  also  the  abstract  of  allowances,  now  be- 
fore the  Senate.  This  abstract  waa  obtatned  hj 
a  call  made  on  the  14tb  of  April  last,  made  hy  a 
Senator  from  Ohio,  (!M.r.  Bubkit,)  requirinK, 
among  other  things,  information  of  extra  al- 
lowoncea  made  to  contractors,  and  for  what  ad- 
ditional serTioes,  that  the  Senate  might  com- 
pare the  value  of  the  Eervice  with  the  com- 
pensation. The  answer  to  this  call  did  not 
come  to  the  Senate  tmtil  the  10th  of  Febroar; 
of  this  saeaion,  near  nine  months.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfBoe,  &a., 
and  bj  them  returned  to  the  Senate  on  the  2ad, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  was  then  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry.  It  was  to- 
Imninoua,  and  eiceedin^y  confased ;  but  some 
members  of  the  committee  discovered  at  once 
that  it  mnst  be  erroueons,  to  say  the  least.  The 
fact  is,  that  Mr.  McLean  left  the  department 
abont  the  lOCb  of  March,  1639— that  Mr.  A. 
Bradley,  the  senior  assistant,  was  then  the 
acting  Postmaster  General,  as  loeura  Uii«tu 
from  that  time  nntll  the  7th  of  April,  less  than 
four  weeks.  Still,  within  that  time,  additional 
allowances  appeared  by  this  "  abstract "  to 
have  been  made,  of  aboat  48,000  dollars. 
Upon  examining  this  "abstract,"  it  appeared, 
moreover,  that  fliere  had  been  thirty-sii  eras- 
nree,  and  A.  Bradley's  name  inserted.  The  al- 
lowance to  Harrall  appeared  the  most  eitraor- 
diuarj.  This  waa  a  case  of  erasure.  It  seems 
that  Bradley  had,  on  the  I7th  of  October,  1829, 
in  a  letter  to  the  President,  among  other  things, 
charged  Kr.  Barry  with  prodigality,  and  bad 
instanced  this  allowance  to  narrall.  Harrall's 
contract  was  for  carrying  the  mail  from  George- 
town to  Charleaton,  Sooth  Carolina,  for  6,000 
dollan),  and  the  extra  allowance  was  1,993  dol- 
lars, about  thirty-three  per  cent. ;  and  the  caoee 
aCeged  was  two  liours'  expedition ;  the  lavr  al- 
lowing only  a  pro  rata  addition,  which  woold 
have  neen  about  eight  per  cent  if  the  two 
hoors'  expedition  had  been  required.  But  here 
was  aaotner  error  in  the  abstract,  the  expedi- 
tion required  being  only  one  and  a  half  boor. 

Tbia  extravagance,  which  Bradley,  in  bis  let- 
ter to  the  President,  bad  charged  upon  Barry, 
and  bad  before  the  oommittee  verified  it  by  his 
oath,  Barry  had,  in  an  ofBcial  oommauication, 
charged  back  opon  Bradley.  The  repotation 
of  these  two  gentlemen  seemed,  therefore,  to 
be  eo  deeply  involved,  that  it  became  the  duty 
of  the  oommittee  to  ascertain  bow  the  &ct 
wu,  and  the  sob-committee  was  acoordinf^y 


iqipolnted.  In  porraanoe  of  this  ^mointment, 
wa  proceeded  t«  the  department;  Mr.  Bair; 
was  not  there ;  we  inqnired  of  Mr.  GsTdner, 
the  aaustant,  and  others,  for  the  peraona  who 
made  out  the  "  alntracta,"  and  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Dnndas  were  introdneed,  and,af)«r  a  prelim- 
inary exambation,  were  sworn  and  testified. 
We  reooired  to  the  erasures,  and  asked  wh^ 
waa  erased  to  make  the  blanka  which  were  filled 
by  Mr.  Bradley's  name  t    They  answered,_Mr. 


first  inserted  t  Becaosa  they  euppoaed 
.  -.  right ;  but  Mr,  Brown,  by  order  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  as  he  said,  had  determined 
otherwise,  and  directed  this  role :  to  take  the 
ledger,  and  look  at  the  acconnt  of  the  c««- 
tractor  which  waa  Boosted  fin*  ea(^  quarter, 
and  if  the  credit  of  the  allowance  at  the  end 
of  the  qnarter  is  carried  into  Bradlej^a  time^ 
charge  the  allowance  to  him.  It  ^>peared  that 
the  account  with  Harrall  was  a^jnsted  and  bal- 
anced to  the  end  of  the  qnarter,  to  wit,  Ui«  lat 
of  April ;  and,  as  Braolev  was  then  acting 
Poetipaater  General,  thia  allowance  waa  oonse- 
qnently  charged  to  him.     I  inquired  if  this 

Sorter's  aooonnt  was  adjnsted  and  Inlanced  at 
e  time  it  bears  date  ?  The  answer  was,  do  ; 
and  not,  probably,  until  Jone.  Whether,  ijf  the 
allowance  hod  been  mode  between  the  1st  of 
April  (the  end  of  the  qoarter)  and  Jnne,  the 
time  of  actual  adjo.'iUnent,  it  wonld  hare  beat 
earned  to  HarraU's  credit  in  that  qnarter  f  The 
answer  was,  that  it  woold.  Do  not  yon,  th^ 
we  asked,  see  the  fallacy  of  yonr  rule  in  prov- 
ing who  was  the  Posbnaater  General  who  made 
the  allowance!  Yonr  qnarter  closed  on  the 
1st  of  April,  and  Bradley's  fonctiona  ceased  on 
Ihe  7th,  and  your  adjustmelt  of  the  qnarter 
was  made  on  the  first  of  June.  If  this  allow- 
ance had  been  made  any  time  between  tha  7th 
of  April  and  1st  of  June,  and  yon  bad  carried 
it  back  to  the  lat  of  April,  do  yon  not  see  that 
you  fix  on  Bradley  an  allowance  made  by  Bar- 
ry t  Brin^  your  original  entry,  where,  eon- 
ceming  this  allowance,  you  first  pot  pen  to  pa- 
per, no  matter  what  is  the  name  of  the  book  or 
document.  They  brought  "  the  cash  book ; " 
there  the  allowance  waa  stated,  and  the  time 
for  which  it  was  made,  but  not  when  the  de- 
oiaioo  was  mode.  Bnt  I  perceived,  in  a  small 
note  in  red  ink,  "see  letter  of  18th  April."  I 
demanded  the  letter,  and  it  was  broof^t ;  and, 
behold,  it  was  a  letter  of  Phineas  Bradley  to 
Btarrall,  six  days  after  Al^aham's  fimctions 
had  ceased,  stating  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral (Barry)  had  examined  his  olum  for  extra 
oorapenaation,  and  had  directed  bim  to  paas  the 
sum  of  1,992  CO  per  annum  to  bia  credit,  as 
extra  allowance.  Here  the  thing  was  settled. 
The  charge  of  Bradley  to  the  President,  of 
Barry'a  extra  allowance,  was  tme ;  the  attempt 
in  Barry's  official  report  to  shoulder  it  off  on 
Bradley  was  entirely  defeated.  The  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  Gardner,  and  Chief  Clerk, 
Brown,  were  forced  to  admit  the  error,  and 
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that  the  mle  which  had  fixed  aboot  (40,000  of 
aUowanMa  upon  Bradlej,  took  these  allowanoes 
frmn  HeLeso,  bnt  chiefly  from  Bsny,  where 
they  m  fact  belonged,  and  chai^^  tbem  upon 
Bradley,  where  they  did  not  belong.  It  was 
strange,  indeed,  that  this  abstract  Bbonld  have 
been,  at  first,  made  out  oorrectly,  and  that  Mo- 
Lmq  and  Barry's  names  should  have  been  im- 
properly erased  and  Bradley's  improperly  in- 
MTted.     Now,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  "^  ' 


letter  of  tbe  17th  of  October,  were  never 
mnnkatod  to  the  Poatnuuter  General.  Mr. 
Bradl^  bad  been  an  Assistant  Portmarter  Oen- 
enl  fnU  tUrtj  yeara,  and,  in  all  that  time,  had 
muntained  an  irreproauiable  oharnoter.  Be 
had  been  removed  without  being  permitted  to 
know  the  canse.  One  of  the  charges  (to  wit; 
prodigality)  which  he  prefers  agunst  the  Post- 
master 0«ieral,(Bam,)  is  attempted  to  be  shonl- 
dered  off  on  him.  lllis  the  witness  declares  on 
oath  WM  the  act  of  Barry  himseU^  and  proves 
it  in  the  way  I  have  stated. 

The  deporitlons  of  Brown,  Dondas,  Taylor, 
Sotter,  and  Gardner,  admit  the  miirepreaenta- 
tion  in  this  "  abstract ;"  bnt  "  it  is  an  innocent 
mistake."  It  may  be  so,  and  we  wish,  in  all 
durity^  that  we  had  bett^"  gronnds  to  presome 
it.  This  "  abstract "  is  neitner  an  origmal  rec- 
ord, nor  a  copy  from  any  record.  It  states 
briefly  in  each  case  the  amonnt  of  the  contract, 
the  name  of  the  contractor,  the  amonnt  of  the 
extra  allowance,  and  for  what  time.  It  is 
neither  an  extract  nor  abstract  from  any  rec- 
ord or  document.  It  is  rather  a  compilation 
ctf  these  facts  from  the  letters,  the  cash  book, 
and  the  ledger.^t  seems  singular  that  there  is 
no  direct  recor^f  the  time  when  these  atlow- 
ioees  were  granted.    Bnt,  nerertheleM,  it  bap- 

C(l«d  in  this  case  that  the  subordinate  officers 
id  no  dfffionlty  in  ascertaining  which  Foat- 
muter  General  did  make  the  allowances ;  and 
nothing  bnt  the  rote  promolgated  by  Mr.  0.  B. 
Brovn  changed  the  nght  into  a  wrong.  Now, 
it  wcmld  seem  that  a  mle  so  ntterly  fi^laoions 
IS  this,  would  operate  someWmes  for,  and  some- 
tinea  against,  Mr.  Bradley  ;  bnt  this  (strange 
to  teH)  operated  in  every  case  againat  him,  and 
lied  upon  hlra  the  moat  numerous  and  extrav- 
■gint  extra  allowances  that  were  ever  made  In 
t*iM  that  distance  of  time.  Considering, 
tlierefore,  that  Ifr.  Barry  had  been,  long  before 
tliii,  presented  to  the  President  for  extrava- 
gance in  these  allowances ;  that  his  answer  to 
k  can  from  the  Senate  had  been  altered,  by 
ertmres,  so  as  to  remove  this  cho:^  from  him, 
ud  fix  it  on  Bradley ;  that  the  &Isity  of  the 
effiua]  document  had  been  detected,  and  ao- 
biowledged  by  the  officers  who  have  the  chief 
msBigeaient  of  the  department ;  it  is  for  the 
'  Ptibliti  to  decide  whether  such  errors  in  snch  a 
i^partment,  which  combine  to  destroy  the  fair 
(tiDe  ot  a  worthy  and  highly  distingnished  oit- 
iten,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  gross  ignoranoe  or 


(Ms.  [Saun. 

From  an  the  evidence  which  we  obtained 
from  the  department,  it  wonld  seem  that,  in 
less  than  four  week&  Ur.  Bradley  is  made  to 
have  given  extra  allowances  in  forty-seven 
cases ;  in  thirty-six  of  which  Mr.  McLean  and 
Barry  were  rightly  charged,  but  their  names 
were  erased,  and  Bradley  s  wrongfully  inserted. 
It  appears  further,  that  thongh  the  call  as  to 
these  extra  allowances,  which  was  made  nine 
months  before  it  was  answered,  extended  also 
to  the  reasons  or  consideration  for  them,  yet  in 
very  few  instanoes  baa  the  reason  or  eondd- 
eration  been  given ;  and  in  some  it  is  fonnd 
that  it  has  been  erroneonslj  given.  In  this 
very  case  of  Barrall,  all  that  is  pretended  to 
hare  been  gained  fur  this  $1,692  per  annom,  is 
expediting  two  honrs  in  twenty-four,  which, 
npon  inquiry,  tnms  out  to  be  bnt  sn  bonr  ana 
a  halt  In  the  short  time  that  this  mass  of 
matter  has  Iwen  before  as,  we  have  diaoovered 
enoogh  to  convince  me  that  this  mntilated, 
manned,  perverted  document  never  onght  to 
go  to  the  pcblic  with  the  sanction  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  Senator  from  Tennessee  suggests  that 
the  petition  and  this  doonment  may  Iwth  be 
published.  Bnt  the  oommittee  know  that  the 
petition  is  true  and  the  document  is  not.  Bhal] 
we,  then,  give  onrrenoy  to  official  slander 
Bgtunst  a  citizen  who  has  served  yon  near  for^ 
years  with  distinguished  ability  and  stem  in- 
tegrity I  If  his  faithfial  services  could  not  save 
him  from  a  relentless  proscription,  bat  he  mnet 
be  cast  npon  the  world  in  the  evening  of  his 
days,  penniless,  and  withont  employ,  surely  we 
will  not  give  onrrency  to  that  which,  if  true, 
wonld  consign  him  to  infamy,  but  which  we 
know  is  a  grbss  fabrication.  If  yon  will  con- 
sent to  adopt  a  resolution,  directing  the  piinter 
to  enclose  the  erasures  in  brackets,  and  insert 
this  resolution  in  a  note  at  the  bottom  of  each 
page  which  shall  contain  an  erasure,  the  anti- 


against  such  injustice. 

The  question  was  then  pnt  <m  enspendingthe 
printing,  and  determined  in  the  afOrmative, 

I'moI  Odd*. 
Ur.  LiviNosTOiT,  of  Louisiana,  s^d,  it  would 
be  remembered,  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
last  session,  he  had  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  to 
establish  a  system  of  penal  lew,  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  sobmitting  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  at  this  session.  The 
time  occupied  by  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
during  the  beginning,  and  the  extraordinary 
press  of  business  during  the  remainder  of  the 
session,  concorred  with  other  ciroomstances  in 
preventing  him  from  bringing  it  np.  Among 
them  was  a  proposition  for  appdnting  oommia- 
sioners  to  fi^e  a  code  of  laws  for  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  for  tliat  part  of  which,  relating 
to  penal  law,  this  system  forms  an  important 
point.  That  proposition  having,  within  a  few 
days,  fUled,  Mr.  L  uH  be  would  now,  in  pni- 


.yGoogle 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


Smmtm,]  Cbmif 

Biuiioe  of  notice  given  on  a  former  day,  move 
for  lesTe  to  bring  in  his  biU.  It  wae  hie  inten- 
tion, had  time  permitted,  to  have  developed  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  some  of  vhioh  wonld  be 
found  eztremelj  important.  Under  present 
drcumstancea,  be  would  confine  himself  to  lof - 
ing  that  it  laid  down  general  principle  appli- 
cable to  the  sabject,  provided  for  the  case  of 
those  general  acta  which  onght  to  be  pnnishable 
under  the  povers  vested  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  whatever  part  of  the  United  Btates 
they  may  be  committed,  and  those  which  maj 
be  committed  in  places  under  the  exclasive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  including,  of 
oourse,  the  District  of  Oolnmbia — that  it  ac- 
curately defined  all  ofiencea,  provided  as  well 
Sot  their  prevention  as  their  punishment — in- 
dndes  a  complete  system  of  procednre — a  code 
of  prison  discipline,  and  a  book  of  definitions, 
explainicig  all  the  technical  words  used  in  every 
part  of  Uie  system.  He  would  mention  two 
important  features  m  the  plan — the  one  was, 
providing,  by  positive  law,  for  defining  and 
punishing  ofiTences  against  the  laws  of  nations, 
and,  among  them,  some  which  had  hitherto  been 
left  without  any  sanction ;  such  as  offences 
against  that  law  which  recnlated,  in  modern 
times,  the  conduct  of  civilized  nations  with 
respect  to  each  other  in  time  of  war  as  well  as 
of  peace.  As  these  were  entirely  new,  Mr.  L. 
s^a  he  wished,  when  the  document  was  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  Seuatora,  tbepr  would  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  its  provisions,  as  well  OS  to 
one  most  important  principle  which  pervades  the 
whole— the  total  abolition  of  the-  punishment 
of  death.  To  this  he  invited  the  Senators  to 
give  a  most  serious  reflection,  that  they  might 
be  prepared  to  meet  the  discussion  which  he. 
ahonld  think  it  a  duty  to  invite  at  the  next 

Having  been  prevented,  by  the  reasons  which 
be  bad  mentioned,  from  explaining  the  pro- 
vlsious  of  the  system  in  an  address  to  the  Sea- 
eX»,  he  would  supply  it  by  an  introduotoi7  report 


t.AHu>.  [Ha>CB,lS5L 

which  wonld  be  delivered  to  the  fnmnbers  of 
both  Houses,  together  with  the  system.  Hr. 
L.  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
which  was  granted, 

Mr.  SoBBiKS  said  that  he  held  a  document  on 
the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  the  pnniahment 
of  death,  which  he  thought  would  be  very  nse- 
fnl  to  the  Senate  in  forming  an  opinion  on  that 
snbjecL  It  consisted  of  ertraets  firom  reports 
made  to  the  Legislatare  of  Lonisiana  by  the 
Senator  &om  that  State,  which  had  been  latdy 
republished  in  Pennsylvania.  He  moved  that 
it  might  be  printed :  which  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbubt,  the  Senate 
then  went  into  executive  bosineee,  and  sat  with 
dosed  doors  till  four  o'clock,  when  they  took  a 
recess  till  nx. 


The  Senate  re-Bsaembled  at  six  o'clock,  and 
immediately  went  into  the  consideration  at 
executive  bosiness,  and  sat  with  closed  doors 


appointed  a  uommittee,  to  join  the  oommittee 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Bepresentativea,  to 
WMt  on  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  and 
inform  him  that,  unless  he  had  some  fbrtbet 
communications  to  make  to  that  body,  it  was 
ready  to  adjourn. 

Tbe  committee  soon  after  returned,  and  noti- 
fied the  Senate  that  the  committee  had  stttad- 
ed  to  the  dnty  assigned  them,  and  that  the 
President  informed  them  he  had  no  ftirtberenn- 
mnoications  to  make. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  Eonss  <i 
Representatives  that  the  Sen  sty  having  concluded 
the  legisUlive  buslnen  before  it,  are  now  read;  to 
s<tJourQ. 

The  Secretary  having  returned, 
ThePxKaiDiBTpTD.  tom.a«^onniedtiieBesaU 
tinedU, 
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VmcoAT,  December  S,  1880. 
At  li  o'clock  preoiself,  the  roll  of  members 
m  called  over  bj  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Houkl 
OiittBEM  Sr.  CuiB  CuHSK,)'and  it  appeared 
Hut  OEM  himdred  and  BeveDtj-flve  Kembers 
•ad  t«o  Deleeatee  were  precent. 

The  Clerk  ^Tmg  anuooiiced  that  a  qaoram 
of  the  Boote  wae  preaent-^ 

Ut.  AxoHXB,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  itad  tiaA 
be  was  requested  b^  his  coUeagne,  the  Spkakbb 
of  this  Honsa,  to  atat^  that  he  waa  prevented 
frmi  attending  by  indisposition ;  hnt  that  he 
expected  to  be  aUe  to  reach  the  citf  before 
the  Dioal  hour  ft  rittioK  of  tbe  House  to- 
iBorroir.  A  gentleman  wbo  bad  arrived  in  tbe 
otj  in  this  moniiDg'a  m^-boat,  bronght  infor- 
mUioa  that  he  paMed  the  Speaker  jesterday 
en  bis  read  to  tiiis  plaoe.  In  anticipation  of 
tbe  question  which  might  be  presented  by  tbe 
■twDce  of  the  Speaker,  Ur.  A.  said  he  had 
loiAed  to  the  recorda,  to  ascertain  what  bad 
ben  the  practice  of  tbe  Honse  on  like  cases 
bmtDfore.  He  found  that  it  had  been  two- 
Md;  in  one  or  more  oaeea,  the  House  having, 
n  tbe  abeenoB  of  the  Speaiker,  a^jonmed  from 
^^lodar,  sod  in  two  cases,  oconrring  in  one 
Ttti,  (1798,)  having  elected  a  Speaker  pn>  tem- 
ff.  He  Wl  risen,  he  said,  oniy  Ia  make  the 
nnuniinioation  which  be  had  done  from  the 
BpMker,  and  to  state  what  had  been  the  prao- 
^  beratofore.  It  would  be  for  the  House  to 
^'lenmiie  what  oouree  it  would  pursue  on  the 
pttMnt  oDcaaiou. 

Vt.  Polk,  of  Tenneasee,  said,  after  the  oom- 
^iiBlcttion  which  bad  Jnst  been  made  to  tbe 
°|ww,  it  being  probable  that  the  Speaker  wonld 
H  hen  to-morrow,  he  should  propose  that  tbe 
atm  do  now  a^ooru  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  question  waa  t«keD  on  this  motiim,  and 
w)w  b  the  affirmative. 
BaibeHonae  adjourned. 


TutBDA.Y,  December  7, 

Tbe  Spuksb  (Uie  Htm.  Ahsebw  Btkvkhsok, 
of  Virginia)  being  present  this  di^,  took  tbe 
cburat  13  o'clock. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 
the  members  elected  since  the  last  eesaion  were 
awom  in. 

Meesagea  were  then  interchanged  between  the 
two  Houses,  that  thej  were  reapectivel;  ready 
to  proceed  to  bnaineaa. 

A  committee  vaa  then  appointed,  to  Join 
sQoh  committee  as  should  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  to  wut  upon  the  Preudeut, 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  were 
formed,  and  ready  to  receive  an;  communica- 
tion which  be  might  iiave  to  make. 

Boon  after  which  Mr.  Hathbs  reported  that 
the  committee  bad  performed  the  duty  assigned 

On  motion  of  Ur,  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  it 
was  determined  that  two  chaplwns  should  be 
appointed,  as  usual,  of  different  denominations, 
to  interchange  weekly  between  the  two  Houses. 

The  Meaaage  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  then  brought  in  by  hie  private 
Secretary,  Mr.  Donelson,  read,  tM  ordered  to 
be  printed — referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  For  Message, 
see  Senate  Proceedings,  p.  109. 

Tkubsdat,  December  9. 

PreMmt'i  Meuage—Refertnet  of  th»  reirpM- 

tittpartt  tc  tAt  different  CommilUa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  the  Honse  then 
resdved  itadf  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
on  Uie  state  of  the  Union,  Ur.  Wickliffb  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  HoFnusir  moved  reeolutiona  referring 
tlie  various  subjects  of  the  Prewdent's  Mee- 
sage  to  different  standing  and  select  committees. 
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All  were  referred,  without  qaestion,  until  the 
sixth  reBolatioa  was  aiilTed  at,  wbicli  wu  in 
these  words : 

"  Baolved,  Thit  h>  mocb  of  the  i^d  Humge  m 
retaM  to  the  public  debt,  the  reTeDue.  iti  BBcuity, 
mod  ooUeotku),  the  Buili  of  Um  United  SUMi,  uid 
the  ornoiutioa  of  k  bank  founded  on  publio  >nd 
iDdiTi£ul  deposits,  be  rsferrad  to  the  Conuntttee  of 
Vafs  and  ICeuis." 

Hr.  'Wi.rvt  moved  to  amend  tlie  s^d  reaola- 
tion,  hj  Htriking  oat  the  words  "  the  Bank  of 
the  United  8tat«a,  and  the  organization  of  a 
bank  founded  on  public  and  indlTidaal  depos- 
its," and  at  the  end  of  tlie  said  reaolntion  ' 
add  the  following : 

"  And  tb»t  so  much  of  the  Mud  Ifensge  u  refen 
to  the  Bank  of  the  Dnited  States,  and  to  the  organ- 
iiaUon  of  a  bank  as  a  branch  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, be  reiened  to  a  fielect  Conunittee." 

3Ir.  Tatlob  moved  for  a  division  of  tlie 

anestjon,  so  that  the  sense  of  the  committee 
loold  first  be  had  on  striking  ont^ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and. 

The  qnestlon  being  put  bj  the  Chair, 

It  was  deoided  in  the  negative—only  fif^- 
fonr  rising  in  favor  of  striking  out 

The  remainder  of  the  resolntions  were  then 
■everallj  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
rasotntioiiB  as  amended  to  tike  House. 

The  qaestion  being  stated  from  the  Chair 
to  agree  to  the  resolutions,  as  smended  in  com- 
mittee, 

Hr.  WATm  moved  that  the  question  I>e  pot 
on  agreeing  to  all  but  the  sixth. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  question  was 
so  taken,  and  all  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  with  the  ezoeption  of  the  sixth. 

Ur.  Wathc  now  renewed  the  motion  which 
be  had  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Kr.  Watnk,  in  supporting  this  motion,  apol- 
ogised for  troubling  tLe  Hoose  with  a  romiirk 
or  two  on  this  topio,  at  so  early  a  period  of  the 
•esrion.  The  first  communication  made  to 
Congress  bj  the  present  Executive,  (at  the  last 
session,)  intimated  a  doubt  tn  his  mind  as  to 
the  propriety  of  reohartering  the  existing  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  portion  of  his  Mes- 
sage on  this  subject  bad  been  referred  to  the 
CMnmittee  of  Ways  snd  Ueans,  who  submitted 
to  the  Hoose  a  report,  in  which  they  exhibited 
at  great  length  their  views,  which  were  op- 
posed to  those  expressed  by  the  President. 
Bhonld  the  present  portion  of  his  Message  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  unless  some 
(rrest  and  unexpected  change  had  taken  place  in 
their  opinion  since  the  last  session,  the  subject 
would  be  met  by  men  whose  minds  were 
already  made  up,  whose  sentiments  had  been 
publicly  expressed,  and  who,  therefore,  could 
not  be  expected  to  give  it  that  ^r  and  un- 
biassed consideration  which  its  great  impor- 
tance demanded.  The  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion touching  the  bank  must  be  acknowledged 
bf  everj  one,  as  well  as  its  agitating  effbot  on 


[Dmchbb,  IHH. 

the  publio  mind,  tbronghout  every  portiMi  of 
the  Union.  He  conceived  it  as  oijj  req>ectfnl 
to  the  President,  when  snob  a  >nl))ect  was  by 
him  officially  recommended  to  the  attnnttoa  <i 
Congress,  to  place  it  in  sooh  an  attitode  u 
shoiud  secure  to  it  a  calm  inves^ation  by  per- 
sons who  bad  not  pr^odged  it,  Mr.  W.  said 
he  would  not  disguise  the  fact  that  his  on 
views  in  relation  to  the  reobartoring  of  the 
present  bank  were  such  as  would  innnoe  him 
to  vote  agunst  it  in  every  event ;  but  what  be 
wished  at  present  was,  that  tfae  House  might 
ascertain  wnether  it  was  practicable  or  not  to 
organise  an  instJtnlioQ  resting  on  the  fbnds  of 
the  country,  whiobj  while  it  seonred  all  tb« 
advantages  intendea  to  be  allied  by  the  exist- 
ing ban£  should  avoid  the  dangers  with  which 
that  establishment  was  by  many  eoQCHved  to 
be  franght.  The  iocIinatKui  of  bis  own  mind 
was  to  the  opinion  that  this  was  jmtotiosUe; 
but  be  desired,  at  all  events,  that  the  qaestion 
should  be  But>mitled  to  those  who  would  go  lo 
its  disousuon  untrammelled  by  any  ptevions 
Judgment.  It  was  not  from  any  fishing  of  hes- 
tiiity  to  the  bonk  that  he  was  induced  to  derire 
this,  but  fh>m  a  wish  for  fairness  in  the  titst- 
ment  of  the  salfject  itself  and  fhim  renect  to 
a  oommunicatioD  made  to  CongreM  by  the 
Chief  Magistrate. 

Mr.  Obii-ton,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  whilst 
he  had,  he  trusted,  a  propw  regard  lor  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  he  bad  some 
regard  also  for  the  committee  to  whom  it  «as 
proposed  to  refbr  this  subject.  Be  did  not  him- 
self feel  any  particular  interest  in  this  uuUer, 
either  for  or  against  the  bank.    Bnt,  at  the  lut 


the! 


of  Congress,  a  very  able  r^ort  ^n 
ibjeet  had  been  made  by  the  Committee 


of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  bad 
placed  the  subject  in  aa  &ir  a  point  of  view  ss 
It  could  be  placed  by  a  select  or  any  other  com- 
nuttee.  He  had  heard  no  sufficient  reason  why 
mltjeot  should  now  be  taken  ont  of  tM 
hands  of  that  committee.  As  this  subject 
moreover,  had  been  heretofore  referred  to  the 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  give  it  a 
different  direction  now,  would  be  to  i»st  a  i^ 
fieotion  on  that  highly  respectable  oomtnittee, 
at  the  bead  of  which  stands  a  gentleman  wheee 
character  for  >firmneaa  on  the  one  liand,  and 
'  itegrity  and  abilities  on  the  other,  coold  not 
be  qaestioned,  Mr.  0.  was  therefore  t^^iesed 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  OoNDioT,  of  New  Jersey,  desired  that 
the  qaestion  on  Mr.  Washx's  amendment 
should  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  uid  it  was 
ordered  accordingly  to  t>e  so  taken. 

Mr.  D^viB,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed  to 
amend  the  amendment,  so  aa  to  aCrike  oat  the 
latter  clause,  and  refer  simply  the  questioa  con- 
cerning the  present  bank,  without  ue  establish- 
ment of  a  substitute  for  it,  to  the  oonrideration 
'  a  Select  Committee, 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  TiTLOB,  of  New  York,  said  that,  if  the 
sniijjeot  referred  to  in  the  Message  bad  been 
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eotirclj  M*r,  he  ihould  hare  no  objecUons  to 
tba  uDendmeDtpropoBed  bj  the  geDueman  frem 
GeorgU,  (Mr.  wathb  ;)  bat  wbea  it  wu  con- 
nderad  tbot,  bj  the  liilea  of  the  House,  the 
nport  nude  at  th»  hut  aearion  bf  the  Commit- 
tM  of  Way*  and  Mesiu  wu  oontinned  as  a  part 
o(  the  banoMa  of  the  present  sesrion,  that  fact, 
tM  (bought,  ftiniiBhod  an  objection  agunst  the 
MDding  ot  the  uune  subject  to  a  Select  Oommit- 
tw.  Bush  a  meaBore  would  amount,  in  snb- 
rttnee,  to  sending  the  report  of  one  of  the 
ttindiog  i9ommlltees  of  this  Honse  to  l>e  re- 
Tiewed  l>7  a  Select  Oommittee.  Would  this  be 
nspeethlf  Would  it  be  treating  the  Oom- 
pnitee  of  Ifajt  and  Ueans  with  that  deference 
vhieh  was  dne  to  them,  ta  take  their  report, 
(wbethv  it  was  before  the  House,  or  had  been 
Rfened  to  a  Gonmittee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  itate  of  tiie  Caioo,  or  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Wbtde,)  and  send  it  to  a  Select  Committee! 
What  dii«etion  bad  been  given  to  the  report 
o!  iait  seaaon,  he  had  been  nnable  to  aseertain, 
ths  means  not  being  at  this  time  wiHiin  reach 
of  tiie  o&oers  of  the  Honse ;  bnt,  whatever  it 
bad  been,  tha  report  was  a  part  of  the  bQBinesa 
of  the  HooM  eontinaed  over  from  last  session, 
ud  was  to  be  viewed  in  all  respects  tJie  same 
M  if  it  bad  been  rendered  at  the  present  sea- 
tioii.  And  be  pnt  it  to  the  Honse  whether  it 
Toold  be  proper  to  send  a  report  now  made 
bj-  one  committee  of  the  Honse,  and  submit  it 
loiDotherl 

[The  Ceiib  here  stated  that  he  was  informed 
hj  Hit  Clerk  that  the  report  of  tixe  Committee 
of  Vajt  and  Heuu  was  at  the  last  sesaion  lud 
oe  the  table  of  the  House.} 

ICr.  T1.TL0R  said,  if  that  were  the  case,  oonld 
SDj  one  disapprove  an  arrangement  which 
irinld  eveotQate  in  sending  the  snbject  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  tiuU  it  might  there  receive  the  fullest 
ciBodiiation  tliat  any  of  its  advocates  could  de- 
(inl  He  so^eated  to  the  Honse,  therefore, 
thst  the  coarse  in  the  original  motion  was  evi- 
dentlj  the  proper  one. 

Ur.  HoFniaEr,  of  New  Tork,  said  that,  in 
mtktng  tba  motion  be  had  done  in  reference  to 
ttdt  cUnse  of  the  Presideat's  Ueasage,  he  had 
not  intended  to  express  either  Eq>probat;on,  or 
ihe  oontiary,  as  to  the  reasoning  or  the  staCe- 
VMDt  of  facts  it  contained;  nor  had  he  supposed 
Hut  his  motion  Involved  the  slightest  disrespect 
towards  the  Executive.  He  had  been  led  to 
propose  tin  disposition  to  be  given  to  tbe  rnib- 
}Mt,4roin  no  fneudahip  or  hostility  to  the  prea- 
M  Bank  of  the  United  States:  no  expression 
of  Mnoion  on  that  sabject  was  now  called  for. 

{The  Gbaib  observed  that  the  merits  of  the 
UMasarepropoHed  in  the  Message  were  not  be- 
to  the  House,  bnt  simply  a  question  as  to  the 
}lt>^a  ocomuttee  to  whom  it  was  to  ko.1 

Vr.  H.  resumed,  and  aajd  that  he  had  made 
tbs  Tortgoing  observationa  expressly  for  the 
pu^on  of  doing  away  any  inference,  from  his 


jeot  bad  slways,  heretofbre,  been  referred  to 
the  ataading  committee  of  the  Honse  having 
oognixanoe  of  the  finances  of  the  countrj'.  He 
oould  not  bring  himaelf  to  believe  that  the 
opinions  of  the  gentJemen  farming  that  com- 
mittee were  so  irrevocably  fixed,  as  not  to  re- 
main open  to  the  developments  of  time  and 
the  iofluenoe  of  sound  reasoning.  Could  he 
sappose  this,  he  sbonld  certeanly  be  in  favor  of 
referrins  the  subject  to  some  committee  which 
should  be  differently  constituted.  It  was  in- 
different to  bim  what  might  be  the  disposition 
made  by  the  House  of  this  part  of  the  Uessage. 
If  it  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  he 
hoped  that  such  a  committee  would  be  selected 
as  would  be  perfectly  competent  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  matter ;  and  if  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  he  trusted 
that  they  would  consider  it  dispassionately,  and 
without  pr^adica.  Either  coarse  would  secure, 
be  doubtod  not,  a  full  and  able  investigation, 

Ur.  Watns  again  rose.  It  was,  he  said, 
from  no  want  of  respect  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Ueans  that  he  had  been  induced  to 
desire  that  this  important  subject  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee.  He  agun  insist- 
ed, that  when  the  subject  of  a  national  bank 
hod  been  a  second  time,  and  in  a  more  explicit 
and  particular  manner,  recommended  to  the 
oooaideratjon  of  the  House,  it  would  not  be  re- 
spectftil  to  the  Oluef  Magistrate  to  send  it  back 
to  a  oommittee  who  bad  made  op  their  opinian 
in  opposition  to  that  intimated  by  the  Execu- 
tive. He  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  if  the 
light  of  truth  oould  be  made  manifest  to  them, 
the  minds  of  those  genUemen  were  open  to 
oonviotiou  on  this  sa  ou  every  other  subject; 
bnt  all  knew  that  truth  was  often  difficult  of 
aooess,  and  sometimes  not  less  diffloolt  to  be 
reoeived,  and  this  acELuowledgment  involved 
DO  imputation  whatever  on  the  uprightnees  of 
that  oommittee.  He  had  another  reason  for 
wishing  the  amendment  to  prevml ;  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that,  unless  the  question  was 
submitted  to  a  few  mmds  which  felt  a  strong  in- 
terest in  regard  to  it,  it  would  be  examined  with 
that  application  and  industry  which  v(ere  in- 
dispensable to  the  full  development  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  suggestion  of  the  President  involved 
a  reference  to  the  amount  and  places  of  de- 
posit their  effect  upon  commerae,  &c.,  &o., 
whicn  could  not  be  gone  into  at  large  unless  by 
a  committee  epeciuly  devoted  to  the  subject. 
If  the  Hoose  approached  the  investigwon 
through  its  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
oould  it  expect  as  full  and  detuled  a  report  aa 
if  by  a  Select  Committee,  whose  views  oorre- 
aponded  with  those  of  the  President?  Ha 
taiew  that  gentlemen  would  object  to  his  prop- 
osition 1  that  the  reference  to  a  Select  Oomnut- 
tee  would  excite  a  belief  in  the  commanity 
that  the  United  States  Bank  was  not  to  be  r»- 
chartered,  and  thus  greatly  depress  the  prioe  of 
bank  stuck.  Admit  that  such  might  be  the 
effect,  was  this  a  valid  objection  i  Was  the 
Honse  bound  to  preclude  inquiry  on  a  most  im- 
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portaat  sal>]ect,  from  a  fear  that  tlie  disciusion 
miglit  affect  the  price  of  etooke  t  Bappow  the 
qaesljoa  Bhonld  oe  deferred,  it  miiBt  oome  ap 
at  last ;  and  would  it  Dot  affect  stock  then  aa 
mnctt  as  now)  Hr.  W,  said,  vhen  the  qaea- 
tion  came  ap  on  recharteriag  the  bank  aa  now 
organiied,  he  shoald  vote  agtuoBt  it,  because  its 
beneSts  enured  to  indivIduBls  and  not  to  the 
Govemment,  who  might,  hj  means  of  sach  an 
inatltntion,  contribute  to  relieTe  the  people  of 
the  TJnion  from  unjnst  taxation  to  the  amount 
perhaps  of  millions  annnally.  He  should,  how- 
ever, abstain  from  entering  upon  the  meritt  of 
the  mun  qnestion  at  this  time.  He  waa  awu« 
that  it  wonld  not  be  in  order  to  touch  apon 
them.  Behadhadthe  bonorofofferingaresola- 
tion  on  the  same  subject  at  the  last  session,  and 
sbonld  renew  it  at  the  present  session.  His 
only  motive  then,  as  now,  had  been  to  promote 
an  inqniry  after  truth.  He  believed  that  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  would  elicit 
a  mass  of  facts  which  it  was  desirable  to  obtain, 
and  which  wonld  not  otherwise  come  before 
tlie  Honae,  tending  to  show  whether  the  meas- 
nre  propoaed  bj  the  Exeontive  was  practicable 

Hi.  Oaubbblxxo,  of  Kew  York,  sud  that  if 
the  ;eas  and  navs  had  not  been  ordered  on  this 
sabject,  he  ahomd  not  have  risen.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fhim 
Georgia,  because  he  viewed  the  whole  qnestion 
as  prematare  at  this  time.  When  the  proper 
time  arrived  for  its  oonsideration,  he  should 
certainly  be  in  &Tor  of  referring  it  to  a  Belect 
Oommittee.  It  had  been  so  referred  when  the 
bank  petitioned  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter. 
He  bad  the  greatest  respect  for  the  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Wa^B  and 
Ifeans,  (Ur.  MoDoFFia.)  bnt  he  thought  the 
snbject  ought  never  to  come  before  the  Honse 
nntU  the  bank  should  again  appear  as  a  peti- 
tioner for  the  renewfd  of  its  charter.  The 
President,  in  presenting  his  Heasage  to  Con- 
gress, had  glanced  bis  eye  over  the  whole  in- 
teresta  of  the  coantr;,  and  had,  very  properly, 
^ven  to  the  Honse  his  views  of  a  great  and 
weigbty  qnestion  of  public  policy.  It  was  a 
qnestion  which  involved  the  ciroolating  me- 
oinm,  and,  in  fact,  the  property  of  the  whole 
nation.  As  snch,  the  question  was  before  tbe 
people — it  was  a  qnestion  for  the  nation  to  de- 
cide. In  this  House,  it  waa  not  fairly  present- 
ed as  a  subject  of  inquiry  nntil  the  bank  sbonld 
apply  for  a  new  charter ;  when  that  time  ar- 
rived, Mr.  0.  said  he  should  be  for  sending  it 
to  a  Select  Oommittee;  bnt  at  present  " 
whole  matter  was  premature. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Watnk,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeaa  and  nays,  as  follows; 

TiAB. — Venn.  Alexander,  Allen,  Angel,  Birn- 
well,  Bm;lor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Borat,  Godhead,  Carson,  Chandler,  CUIboroe,  day. 
Coke,  Conner,  Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis, 
Earll,  Pindlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Fry,  Oailher,  Gordon, 
Hall,  Halaey,  Hanunons,  Haynai,  Hinds,  Leonard 


Jarvis,  Cave  JoIidbmi,  Kenaon,  PerUn*  Kbg,  La- 
Lea,  Leailtt,  Leeompte,  Lewis,  Lojall,  L^>- 
....  rbouMB  Uaiwell,  Hmtell,  NoTtoo,  Haekalli,  Pet- 
tis, Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Reneher,  Boane,  Suxiari, 
Scott,  Angnitine  H.  Shepperd,  Bbldda,  Suadiler, 
""  "  ftrro,  Wiley  Thompson,  John  ThomiOD,  Tru- 
Tucker,  Wayne,  Weeks,  WickliSe,  Tancaj- 
87.  " 

'SkTs. — )IesirB.Aliten,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Bailej, 
Barber,  Barringer,  Hartley,  Beekman,  Bockee, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Chmbidta^ 
Chilton,  Clark,  Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coik^ 
Craig,  Crane,  Crawfotii,  Crri^tOB,  CroehmiD, 
Denny,  Dkkfaiaon,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dadh;,  Don- 
can,  Eanr,  EDswortfa,  O.  Evans,  J.  Kvaua,  B.  Ern- 
ett,FiDdi,  ODmore,  Gorfaam,  Qreen,  areaaell,  Eii^ 
vey,  Hemidiill,  Hodges,  Hoffiman,  Holland,  Howard, 
Hughes,  Hant,  Hnntlngton,  Ingeraoll,  Irrin,  Itvin, 
Jennings,  Johns,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  A.  Sin;,  l4iit, 
Letcher,  Ljon,  Hagee,  Mallary,  Uarr,  Hartindilc, 
Lewis  Muwell,  UcCreery.  Udntire,  Hereer,  HniCT, 
UitcheU,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Fattoa,  Peuo, 
Pieraon,  Randolph,  Reed,  lUchardtoo,  Role,  RunI, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Senune*,  Bill,  Smith,  ^igbl, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanbern,  Steripit, 
Storrs,  Strong,  SatberUnd,  Swann,  Swift,  Tajlw, 
Tracy,  Vance,  Tamnm,  Terptanck,  Tinton,  Wm!i- 
'etoa.,  Whittlesey.  Edward   D.   WUta,  Wmiani^ 

llioii,  Wfngate,  Toong— lOS. 

So  the  House  refhsed  to  amend' the  resolu- 
tion, and  tbe  resolntion,  as  reported  by  tlie 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  acljonnied. 


Fbidat,  December  10. 
JvigtPmk. 

After  the  Teoeptlon  of  petitions  and  resolu- 
tions : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdchabait,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  the  Honse  to  make  the  prelhn- 
inary  arrangements  for  the  trial  of  Judge  Ped^ 
which  oommenoea  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  H 
o'clock  on  Monday  next,  the  Honae  agreed  to 
meet  at  11  o'clock  on  that  day. 

UoNDAT,  December  IS. 
JvdgtPtet. 

Mr.  BroHaHui,  on  behalf  of  the  mana^ 
appointed  to  conduct  the  impeoehmeDt  agsiiut 
Judge  James  H.  Peck,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  agreed  to ; 

The  Committee  of  Managers  q>poi)]t«d  by 
the  House  of  Representatiw  to  conduct  the 
impeachment  against  Jamea  H.  Feck,  Jndge  ol 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  ftr  IM 
district  of  Missonri,  report,  that  they  ''"l^ 
under  oonsideration  the  answer  of  Jodga  I™ 
to  tbe  article  of  impeachment  exhibited  against 
him  by  the  Honse,  and  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  tbe  following  replication  thereto : 


lIXFUC;ATJDfl 

By  the  Honse   of  HeptesenU«ves  of  tl"  ^i^^ 
Btates  to  the  answer  and  plsa  of  Jamea  B.  F*»r 
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jndga  of  the  district  coart  of  the  United  States 

fm  ibe  fdriet  of  Hhsonri,  to  the  article  of  Im- 

peadiDKDt  exhibited  tgaloit  him  by  the  Route 

of  BspnmtatiTea.  , 

T)w  House  of   RepreaentatlTei   of  the  U&!t«d 

BtUM  baitng  considered  tlie  answer  and  plea  of 

Juaa  H.  Peck,  jndge  of  the  district  court  of  the 

Cnited  Sutes  for  the  Strict  of  Missoari,  to  the  ar- 

flda  of  impeachment  aniiut  him  b;  them  exhibited, 

U  the  eame  of  themselTes  and  of  all  the  people  of 

Oe  United  States,  reply,  thil  the  uid  James  H. 

Peek  ia  goihT  in  sach  mamier  as  he  staads  im- 

pncbed  1  and  that  the  House  of  RepreientatiTea 

wilt  be  ready  to  proTc  their  charge!  af^'ost  him  at 

nth  conTeeient  time  and  place  as  sbaU  be  appolnt- 

(d  for  (hat  porpose. 


pRk,  oa  behalf  of  this  Hoose ;  and  that  the  mun- 
tgm  be  tnitrncted  to  m«(n>«ln  iiie  nii  reptica- 
Ini  il  the  bar  of  the  Seitalfl,  at  inch  time  as  (hall 
be  ippoinied  by  the  Benate. 

Kr.  HanrxB,  of  Qe4»'gia,  mbmitted  the  fol>- 
Idwiug  reaolutioa : 

Sinlfd,  That  the  Comnaitee  of  Ways  and  Heiiu 
b«  ianncled  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  re- 
poliig  the  duties  on  su^r  imported  from  foreign 
■xnntnes  into  the  United  States. 

Vr.  SuTaKKLaHD  repaired  that  the  qnestion 
betaken  apoD  tbe  oonsideration  of  the  resoln- 
lioii ;  sod  Mr.  WiLLUJU  demanded  the  yeas  and 
MtB  on  the  qnestion.  They  were  ordered  by 
ibe  Honse,  and,  being  taken,  itood  as  follows  : 

Tiis. — Hessra.  Alexander,  Alston,  Aaderson, 
Aapi,  Anher,  Armstroog,  Barbour,  Bamvell,  Bar- 
ringrr,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  CarsoD, 
Hiibenie,  day.  Coke,  Conner,  Craig,  Crocheron, 
Vtnta  8.  DsTis,  Desba,  De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton, 
Dmllcy,  ^rll,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Ilalsey,  Ham- 
"KO,  Hirrey,  Haynlis,  Hinds,  Holltuid,  UoStnan, 
Babbud,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  Care  Johnsao,  Lamar, 
lei,  Lccompte,  Lent,  Levis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin, 
TboiBu  Haiwell,  HcDuffle,  Hulolire,  Hilchell,  M< 
>rll,Xixkolla,  Patton,  Pettis,  Folk,  Potter,  Power  . 
Eeiidier,  Boane,  Sanford,  William  B.  Shepard,  Au- 
puine  H.  Sbeppard,  Shields,  Speight,  Richard  Spen- 
BT.Stanberry,  Standifer,  TalJafferro,  Wiley  Thomp- 
■n.  Tucker,  Verplanck,  Wsyne,  Weelu,  Campbell 
P.  Wteie,  Williams,  Wilson— 88. 

N'lTL— HMars.  Arnold,  Bailey,  Barlier,  Bartley, 
Buo,  Bediman.  Bockee,  Borst,  "    "^ 


Taylor,  John  TbompMD,  Tracy,  Taoce,  Tamnm, 
ViDton,  WasUngton,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White, 
WIckliffe,  Yancey,  Toang— 99. 

the  HoQM  refosed  to  consider  the  reeoln- 
tion. 

United  State*  and  Denmarh. 
The  BpEazEB  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Metisoga  from    the  President  of  the 
United  Sutee : 

IhtAdHoytuo/Rtpramtativeioflhe  UniitdStaitH 
I  trtosmlt  to  the  House  of  RepresenlatiTes  printed 
eoiries  of  the  convention  between  the  Uoited  Slates 
and  his  Uajeaty  the  King  of  Denmark,  concloded 
at  Copeob^ea  on  the  28lh  of  Uarcb,  1880,  and 
raliQad  by  and  with  the  adrice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

AKDBEW  JACRSOH. 
WaiBmoTOH,  Dtcembtr  10,  1830. 
The  Message  and  convention  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 


The  Spxakks  likewise  laid  before  the  Honse 
the  following  lett«r,  which  was  read ;  and,  on 
inotton  of  Mr.  Speitoib,  of  New  York,  ordered 

I  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agrionl-- 

pBiLjtnRUBia,  Dietmbtr  1,  I8S0. 
Sis:  Ton  will  receive  with  this  letter  a  rilken 
Bag,  bearing  the  colors  of  the  United  States.  This 
Bag  is  made  entirely  of  American  silk,  reeled  from 
the  cocoons,  prepared  and  woven  by  Ur.  John 
D'Homergue,  iilk  oianufacturer.  The  coloring  has 
been  done  bj  the  beat  artist  he  could  procure  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  he  himself  not  profeeaing 


CUosn,  CUA,  Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter, 
Cnks,  Crane,  Cnwford,  Oreighton,  Crowninahicld, 
^>uM,  Dmny,  Di^nson,  Doddridge,  Duncan, 
I>*i(kt,  Einr,  EUaworth,  George  Evans,  Hence  Ev. 
"tn.  Fiadihy,  nncb.  Ford,  Forward,  Fry,  Qilmore, 
<n«ea,Gnanell,Onrley,Bawkint,  Hemphill,  Hodges, 
^»id.Hqgtie*,  Hunt,  Hontington,  Ihrie,  lueraoll, 
'™i>,  Inin,  Ricban]  U.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Keanon, 
^i'l^Periuos  King,  Adam  King,  Leariti,  Lyon, 
Hvte,  Mallary,  Marr,  Hartindale,  Lewis  Haiwell. 
■cCrtery.Hnier,  Uahlenberg,  Overton,  Fearce,  Fier- 
M.  Ruitty,  Seed,  Bkhardson,  Rose,  Russel,  Scott, 
u-Snith,  AmbrMe  Spenoer,  Sprigg,  Sterigere,  Sie- 
Piini,  Sunt,  Strong,  SiUherUnd,  Swann,  SwiR, 
TauXU-18 


a  half  long,  and  aii  feet  wide.     It  it  woven  aH  in 
one  piece,  without  ■  seam. 

1  beg,  sir,  you  will  be  SO  good  as  to  pressnt  tiii* 
Gag,  moat  respectfully,  in  my  name,  to  the  honor- 
able House  over  which  you  prende,  as  a  sample  of 
American  industry,  thus  applied,  for  the  Brat  time, 
to  the  most  valuable  of  American  productions  ;  and 
aa  a  result  of  the  efforts  they  have  made  during  the 
last  five  years  for  the  promotion  of  tiio  important 
branch  of  agriculture  to  which  we  owe  the  rich 
material  of  which  this  flag  is  composed. 

I  have  the  bonor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hambte  servant, 
PETER  B.  DDPONCEAP. 

Hon.  AmiKiw  Stitinbon, 

Sptaker  oftki  Hmut  of  RtpruattaliPtt. 

The  Impeaehment. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  Honse  that  they  were  in  their  pnb- 
lio  chamber,  and  ready  to  proceed  on  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  James  H.  Peck :  and 
that  seats  were  provided  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  merobers  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  Ur.  Buckibait  sabnutted  the 
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fdlowJDg  iwolntioa;  which  w&a  carried,  n«m. 
ton,: 

Betottud,  That  >  meaun  be  Mat  to  the  Beute 
to  inform  them  thit  this  Honw  btre  igreed  to  ft. 
Mjdic&tioii,  on  Ihair  put,  to  the  aiuwcr  «nd  plei  of 
Junes  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
Umted  StatM  for  the  ^strict  of  KlnoDii,  to  tbe 
article  of  impeaelunent  exhibited  to  (he  Bciwte 
tg^nst  him  bf  tliii  House,  and  have  directed  the 
mauagers  ippcHnted  U>  conduct  the  said  Impeach' 
nent  to  urry  the  said  replicdtion  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  maictsin  the  aame  at  the  bar  of  tbe  Senate, 
at  such  ^me  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Senate. 

4  EUctitni  ^  Chaplain. 

l£r.  Taixob  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  the  election  of  &  chaplain ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Asohkb,  WarmjaET,  and  Foswaxd 
were  appointed  tellers :  whereupon, 

Us,  Abchib  nominated  the  reverend  Mr. 
Post  r  Mr.  FoKWiBD  nominated  the  revereod 
Mr.  Thomas ;  Mr.  WmrTLESBT  nominated  the 
reverend  Mr.  Gnrley ;  and  Mr.  Hcbbahd  nom- 
inated the  reverend  Mr.  Palfrey. 

On  counting  the  first  ballot,  it  appeared  that 
180  votes  were  nven  in — neoesaarj  to  a  ohoiee 
91 ;  of  which  Mr.  Poet  received  83  ;  Mr.  Gnr- 
ley, 48;  Mr.  Pslfrey,  84;  Mr.  Thomas,  13; 
and  there  were  five  blank  votes. 

After  two  other  ineffeetnal  hallotlngg, 
.  On  the  fonrth  ballot  there  were  170  votes — 
necessary  to  a  choice,  8Si  Mr.  Gnrley  received 
61 ;  Mr.  Post,  7& ;  and  there  were  four  soatlAr- 
ing. 

So  the  reverend  Ralph  B,  Gnrley  was  daly 
elected  Ghaplun  on  the  part  of  the  H 
Bepresentativea  for  tbe  present  sesuon. 

Mr.  JoHNBOiT,  of  Kentncfcy,  Tamarked  that 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion,  at  least  in  his 

Snarter  of  the  Honse,  as  to  the  order  which 
ionld  he  taken  in  attending  the  trial  of  Jndgf 
Peck,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Some 
were  of  opinion  that  the  Bouse  should  attend 
in  a  body ;  others  thought  that  it  would  only 
he  necessary  for  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  House  to  attend  during  the  trial.  At  the 
last  session,  said  Mr.  J.,  the  House  were  ' 
tendance ;  and  it  was  thought  by  many 
bers  that  the  same  conrse  would  be  porened  at 
this  session.  He  wished,  for  his  own  pait,  to 
have  a  correct  nnderstanding  of  the  subject, 
and  he  would  thank  the  Ohwr  to  ^ve  to  the 
House  his  opinion  as  to  the  course  £at  should 
bepursned. 

The  Spbaker  Htat«d  that  the  resolution  of 
the  Honse  at  tbe  lost  session  was  confined  to 
its  attendance  before  the  court  of  impeachment 
for  a  single  day.  The  Clerk,  however,  would 
read  the  resolution. 

[The  resolution  having  been  read,  which  was, 
in  effect,  that  the  House  wonld  in  a  body  at- 
tend in  the  Senate  chamber  for  a  certain  day, 
to  support  the  chorea  against  Judge  Peck,] 

Mr.  BcoUABAH  rose,  nud  nb!ierved,  that  there 
■eraied  to  be  ft  misonderfitanding  npoa  the  sub- 


JeoL  With  the  permission  of  the  Honse  he 
would  state  tbe  course  that  bad  beat  pumed 
by  the  managers.  They  hod  examined  all  tiie 
precedents  wnioh  had  occmred  in  this  oovntrj, 
to  guide  them  to  a  correct  perfcmnanoe  of  tbeor 
duty.  It  was  asoert^ed  that,  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  present  constitution,  there  had  been 
three  impeachments,  tie-  thoM  of  Heaar& 
Blount  and  Pickering,  and  Judge  Chase.  On 
the  trial  of  the  two  £^  the  House  did  not  at- 
tend in  a  body,  but  left  it  to  the  managen  to 
oondnot  the  impeachment;  on  the  Oial  of 
Judge  Chase  they  did  attend  every  day.  It 
not  Deing  conudered  by  the  managws  of  the 
pending  trid  that  any  principle  eo  important 
as  to  interrupt  the  l^n>lative  busineas  i^  the 
Honse  was  Involved  in  the  praeent  cms,  (bey 
had  gone  to  the  Senate  this  day,  as  maaagen, 
and  presented  to  that  body  the  rqdlcMi(» 
aed  upon  by  the  Honse.  Mr.  B.  fmher  re- 
■ked,  that  he  had  consulted  the  Eolith  pre- 
cedents. On  the  trial  of  Warren  Ha^ngs,  the 
House  of  Commons  attended  at  the  oanunence- 
of  the  trial,  but  they  did  not  continoe  to 

On  the  trial  ofthe  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 

Uiey  did  not  attend  until  his  conviotioa  by  the 
Honse  of  Lord*;  and  then  they  attended  ia 
consequence  of  a  meeeage  having  been  sent 
them  by  that  body,  that  they  were  rea^  to 

S'ononnoe  Judgment  on  the  impeached,  if  the 
onse  of  Commons  would  attend  and  demand  it. 
Mr.  B.  would  not  advocate  the  attendance  oc 
non-attendance  of  the  House  at  tlie  trial  whkh 
was  to  take  place.  He  had  felt  it  te  be  his 
duty  to  state  the  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued on  previous  ocosMons  of  impeachment, 
and  what  had  been  done  by  the  managers  in 
the  present  cose,  and  to  state  that  his  sole  ob- 
ject was  to  do  that  which  would  beat  pleiis 
the  House.  No  motion  having  been  made  this 
morning  on  the  subject,  the  manager*  had  felt 
it  to  be  their  imperative  duty  to  attend  at  (he 
har  of  the  Senate,  and  present  the  replication 
which  had  been  agreed  upon. 

"ill.  JoitNeoM,  of  Kentucky,  aaid,  tliat  one 
great  object  of  his  rising  had  been  to  obtain 
from  the  managers  an  ex^analion  of  the  ocvne 
which  they  hod  taken.  For  his  part,  he  want- 
ed to  go  on  with  the  puhlio  business.  He  re- 
collected, however,  the  great  debate  Iq  the 
Senate  at  the  last  session,  and  that  it  wH 
nearly  impossible  to  retain  a  quorum  of  the 
Honse ;  if  it  were  probable  such  would  be  the 
cose  on  the  present  occawoo,  and  the  Boose 
should  be  compelled  to  a^onrn  from  day  le 
day  for  want  of  a  qnomm,  bow  much  socTer 
he  wished  the  public  business  attended  to,  he 
wonld  prefer  that  the  Honse  itself  should  <«n- 
duct  the  impeachment. 

Mr.  J.  was  abont  to  proceed,  when  tfa« 
Speaker  reminded  him  that  there  was  no  pr(^ 
option  before  the  Honse,  and  suggestea  the 
propriety  of  his  submitting  a  resolution  on  tbe 
subject. 

Mr.  3.  declining  to  make  any  distinct  motioD 
at  this  time,  the  Eonse  a^oomed. 
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TtnsDAz,  December  li. 

SiMdaf  MaiU. 

A  memorul  was  presented  hj  Mr.  Codltcb, 

on  the  mt^eet  of  SnndAy  mails — recommending 

tbftt  the  mail  shonid  tte  disoon^aed  on  the 

ubbath.     On  its  preeentotioD,  he  moved  iti 

nfereBoe  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Post  Office. 

Mr.  Jomreox,  of  Kj.,  ottjeoted  to  giving  the 

petitioii  the  direction  moved  b^  the 

•  "it 


tioo  had  m  advocate  or  advocates  on  this 
he  VM  perfect^  willing  th«t  the  report  for- 
atrij  made  bj  the  Post  Offioe  Committee  on 
the  general  mbjeot  should  at  aaj  time  be  called 
vp.  Let  the  House  hear  what  gentlemen  bad 
to  nr  tm  s  snUeot  which  he  had  always 
thongfal,  and  would  now  say,  ought  never  to 
luTe  iMen  brooght  into  the  Hall  of  Congress. 
Ha  was  deidrooa  to  hear  what  could  be  wd  in 
IiTor  o!  Congreee  int«rferiDg  with  religioos 
(ODfiderationa.  The  committee  bad  acted  on 
the  inUect,  and  it  would  not  do  so  again,  anleas 
eompoUed  to  do  so  by  an  expreM  order  of  tbe 
Home.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
■rlwiia  (Mr.  Coultkb)  would  aoqaiesce  in  the 
notiea  which  he  would  now  make,  that  the 
petition  be  laid  upon  the  taUe^  or,  rather,  that 
itbertfened  toaOonunitteeof  the  Whole  on 
the  Kale  of  the  Union ;  aod  he  made  tliat  mo- 
tion. 

lb.  CocLTKR  said  that  he  f^lt  verj  indiffer- 
ent what  direction  ebonld  be  given  to  the  peti- 
tion. Se  had  alwaj«  considered  it  proper, 
vheo  the  Honee  Was  addreased  in  a  deoorona 
naoDer,  (m  an;  SQbject  proper  for  lenalation, 
to  give  the  petition  a  reapeotfiil  con^deration. 
Id  tbe  present  case,  as  the  course  indicated  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Post  Offioe  Clommittee 
na  likely  to  effbct  tbe  very  object  which  the 
peticionera  had  in  view,  vix.,  to  have  the  snb- 
JMt  dnoused,  and  obtdn  some  action  of  Oon- 
^K«  in  relation  to  it,  he  was  entirely  willing 
n  ghonld  be  adopted.  He  had  made  a  different 
motion,  only  ont  of  the  conrteej  which  he  anp- 
pMed  dne  to  the  Post  Office  Committee,  and  m 
eoapliaaee  with  the  custom  of  the  nonse.  He 
hadnodonbt  that  the  Lonorable  Cburman  of 
tbe  Fust  Office  Oommittee  was  both  competent 
ud  willing  to  meet  the  discnsuon,  which  it 
*u  the  olgeet  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
to  iatite.  If  tbey  had  an  advocate  in  the 
Hmie,  that  advocate  wonld  donbtlesa  avul 
Unwlf  of  the  privilege  of  debating  the  ques- 
^  wHhont  being  specially  invited  ao  to  do  by 
Uj  oDB.  Mr.  0.  said  it  was  not  hie  purpose 
U  kTow  himself  at  their  champion,  aa  he  did 
Ml  ftel  Mmaclf  pledged  to  any  partioalar 
emme  in  the  m^ter ;  he  shonld  endeavor  On 
•(m,  (u  on  other  occasions,  tc  do  what  ha  con- 
■Hund  his  duty  to  his  oonstitnents  demanded. 
U  thu  doty  led  him  to  advocate  the  oanse  of 
W«e  petidonera,  he  should  be  ready,  in  so 
Wag,  to  meet  even  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tdckf. 


Mr.  JoHNSOK  again  roee,  hot  the  Speaker 
snggeating  that  there  was  no  proposition  before 
tho  Boose,  tbe  petition  waa  referred  to  the 
Ccmraittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  mover. 

Mr.  HiTNBB  moved  tbe  reference  of  a  peti- 
tion to  another  committee ;  which  was  assent- 
ted  to. 


Thusbdat,  December  IS. 

GoMTtimmt  Lke  Oalc  PkmtatumM—Ptnerrion 

ttfOieLaa. 

The  following  reaolntion,  yesterday  Bubmit- 
tedby  ifr.  Whitk,  of  Florida,  was  taken  npi 

Rfolttd,  Tbit  the  Secretary  of  the  Kary  be 
directed  to  ccmmuoicate  to  thia  House  copies  ot 
the  correspondence  of  the  laperiDlendeut,  and  re- 
ports of  tha  oTCTseer  of  tbe  liveoakplaDtaUoDsnear 
the  navy  yard  at  Pensaeola. 

Ur.  Speioht  offered  the  fallowing  amend- 

"  And  that  he  be  farther  directed  to  commnidcate 
to  this  Boose  eo|des  of  ell  correspondenoe,  ooatracts, 
deeds,  or  other  papers,  connected  with  the  purchaas 
of  live  oak  landa  in  Florida,  in  tbe  possesaion  ttt,  or 
within  the  control  of  the  Navy  QepartmenC;  the 
qoantity  purchased;  the  perwiis  £rom  whom  the 
purchases  were  made;  the  prices  giren;  to  whom 
pud,  when  paid,  and  on  what  authority ;  together 
wiih  all  other  iDfbrmation  tending  to  show  tbe 
value  of  such  lands  at  the  time  of  the  pncchaae,  aa 
well  aa  the  quantity  and  valoe  of  tbe  Hve  oak  tim- 
ber on  each  tract,  flt  for  naval  parpoaea." 

Ur.  Wnrra,  of  Florida,  add  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  and  would  accept  it 
as  a  modification  of  his  resolation,  although  all 
the  information  called  for  by  it  had  at  the  last 
session  l>een  communicated  to  Congress.  The 
object  he  bad  in  view  waa  a  simple  one,  and 
related  to  a  sul^eot  of  mote  importance  than 
might  at  first  be  imagined.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  Lis  report  to  the  President,  and 
by  him  communicated  to  Congress,  holds  the 
following  language : 

"  Further  efforts  have  been  made  for  the  eiecn- 
tion  of  Ihia  act,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  preserrai- 
tion  of  the  lire  oak  growing  on  the  coaata  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

"  By  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  tbe  PreNdent 
Is  autnoriied  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  this 
Umber ;  but  it  seeme  to  have  been  intended  that 
the  power  shoQld  be  limited  Co  that  object.  Ao 
Interpretation  of  the  law  hna  heretofore  becnentei^ 
taioed,  extending  Ihia  power  not  only  to  the  phmt- 
ing  of  tbe  acoroa,  and  Che  cultivntion  of  plantationa 
of  voung  trees,  but  to  the  purcbase  from  iodividuala 
of  lands  producing  them.  The  paper  accompanying 
Ibis,  marked  D,  shows  tbe  amount  which  has  been 
eipeoded  on  these  pUntatioos,  and  Ibe  soms  whloh 
have  been  paid  to  Individuals  for  the  purchase  of 
tracts  of  such  land. 

Wben  it  is  conmdered  that  thia  timber  is  Che 
natural  product  of  the  ooast  of  the  United  Statw^ 
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&am  tlie  St.  Uary's  to  the  Sabine ;  thit  the  grester 
ptrt  of  thii  beloan  to  the  Catted  States,  uid  is  pro- 
po«ed  (o  be  retuned  with  ■  view  to  preserrlng  a 
Bapply  of  this  important  materlil  for  the  uatj,  it 
taa  Bcaroelj  be  necewry  for  the  prenot  to  engage 
in  ill  artiflclal  propagaUon  or  oultore. 

"  Under  ui  bnpreision  tbat  tU«  ifstem  It  neither 
eipedient,  nor  in  conformilT  to  tbe  intentions  of 
the  act,  an  order  has  been  gfren  to  discontinne  the 
,  works  after  the  eiplretion  of  the  present  year. 

"Bat  the  pceaerration  of  thia  timber  is  an  object 
of  great  Importance,  and  ihauld  be  pnwecnted  with 
an  ac tire  and  nnderiating  purpose." 

Ho  has  exhibited  ia  thia  report  the  expenses 
of  a  pnblio  work  recomnieaded  b7  his  prede- 


CoDftress,  and  has  annotinoed  his  determination 
to  ducontinne  it  at  the  end  of  this  year.  The 
expenaea  to  which  the  OoremmeDt  have  been 
BQbJeoted,  are  only  disclosed  by  him.    The  ez- 


jnat  idea  of  any  pnblio  improvement  the  ad- 
Tantaffee  aa  well  as  expenses  should  be  ex- 
hibited to  those  who  are  to  decide  whether  the 
policy  of  the  country  requirea  its  continaaace. 

From  a  pemsal  of  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Novy,  one  would  be  led  to  believe  that 
an  unauthoriied  interpretation  hod  been  pnt  by 
hU  predeo^aor  npon  the  third  (erroueonsly 
oalled  foorth)  section  of  the  act  for  the  grado^ 
improTement  of  the  navy.  It  had  fallen  to  bis 
lot  to  know  something  about  this  suttlect, 
which,  as  it  bad  not  been  diaoloaed  in  the  re- 
port, ODght  now  to  be  stated  here. 

The  anbjeot  of  forming  plantations  of  live  oak 
fbr  tlie  future  supply  of  that  valuable  timber 
for  the  navy,  was  first  introduced  by  a  resoln- 
tion  in  this  Honee,  on  the  12tb  of  January, 
1837.  By  that  resolution,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  Inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  forming  plantations  for  rear- 
ing live  oak  for  the  future  atipply  of  the  navy. 
It  passed  by  an  almost  nnanimoua  vote ;  and  it 
was  then  distinctly  announced  that  the  timber 
waa  so  rapidly  disappearing,  that,  unless  artifi- 
oial  propanition  and  culture  were  resorted  to, 
there  womd  not  be  a  snfBoient  quantity  in  a 
few  years  for  naval  purposes. 

It  never  was  conceived  that  the  aot  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  navy  conferred 
power  to  make  purchases  of  land.  No  such 
"  interpretation  waa  ever  entertained,"  and  no 
anch  power  claimed  or  exercised.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  believed  that  the  Executive  had 
DO  anch  authority ;  and  as  it  was  considered 
that  the  publio  intereat  would  be  promoted  by 
the  purchase  of  a  few  iodlvidualclaims,  to  com- 
plete a  proposed  reservation  of  the  public  land 
near  a  navy  yard,  a  specific  appropriation  was 
made  in  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
navy  in  1828,  and  will  be  fonnd  in  the  third 
Motion  of  that  bill  as  fbUowa : 


[Drcunn,  ISSOi 

"A  itfiaiher  tnaettd,  That  there  be,  aod  ii  bcre- 
by,  appropriated  for  the  porchase  of  socb  lands  as 
the  Freudent  of  the  United  States  may  think  De«e«. 
sary  and  proper  to  provide  live  oak  and  other  tim- 
ber for  the  use  of  Uie  navy  of  the  Umted  Statea,  a 
sum  Dot  exoeeding  ten  thoDsiDd  doUara,"  kc. 

This  is  the  authority  under  which  the  pnr- 
ohaaes  were  made,  and  not  the  fourth  section 
of  the  aot  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the 

Tiie  olfjeot  of  this  proviaioB  was  distinctly 
explained  in  a  communication  to  the  OHmunit- 
tee  on  Naval  ASairs  in  the  Senate  end  Hodiw 
of  Kepresentatives,  and  by  tliem  to  tba  respec- 
tive branches  of  Oongren  to  which  they  be- 
longed. It  was  prop<wed  by  the  Pre»dent  to 
make  a  renervatLon  of  the  peninsula  formed  by 
Fensaoola  Bay  and  St.  Rosa'a  Sonnd,  near  to  the 
navy  yard,  for  the  live  oak  then  npon  it,  and 
to  make  an  experiment  ofi  or  ita  further  prop^ 
gatiou  by,  artificial  onlture.  The  sitoation 
waa  perhaps  the  best  in  the  United  States.  The 
promontory  between  these  two  bodies  of  salt 
water,  from  ita  peculiar  nosition  and  almost  in- 
snlar  form,  presented  advantages  which  were 
not  offered  onany  other  part  of  thatcoaaL  At 
the  distance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  tip  the 
sound,  the  waters  approached  within  half  a 
mile,  which  afforded  an  opportunity  of  keeping 
out,  with  little  care  and  expense,  the  fires  which 
are  so  destructive  to  the  young  treea.  There 
were  within  thia  boundary  a  few  individual 
claims  to  be  extinguished,  to  give  the  United 
Statea  exclusive  Jurisdiction  and  possession  of 
the  land.  The  contiguity  of  thia  land,  too,  to 
the  navy  yard,  rendered  it  accessible  at  all 
timea  to  the  officers,  and  subject  to  their  snper- 
intendenco.     A  plan  was  made  at  the  General 


the  Government  made  known,  and,  with  a  foU 
knowledge  of  all  these  foctA,  Oongreas  made  the 
appropriation.  This  took  place  in  that  year, 
when  a  migority  of  both  committees,  and  of 
both  Houacs  of  Congress,  were  opposed  to  the 
Administration,  so  that  there  was  no  overstrain- 
ed construction,  no  atraurd  and  arbitrary  inter- 
pretation, to  make  these  purchases.  If  the  at- 
tack is  intended  to  be  made  upon  the  pioliry  of 
the  measure,  it  ia  impugning  the  decision  of 
Oongress.  The  Secretary  has  also  stated  that 
live  oak  is  the  "  natural  product "  of  tlie  whole 
coast  from  St.  Mary's  to  the  Sabine.  This  ia 
assumed  aa  the  grouud  fur  abandoning  the 
policy  adopted  by  Congress,  and  continued  by 
this  Administration  ^m  the  4th  of  March,  1829, 
up  to  this  time.  1  regret  that  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  differing  from  the  Secretary  so 
widely  in  this  statement.  If  the  honorable 
Secretary  had  referred  to  the  respectable  naval 
officers  in  the  other  end  of  the  Duilding,  they 
would  have  told  him,  from  information  acquired 
from  an  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with 
that  coast,  that  the  live  oak  b  found  sparsely 
scattered  at  moat  remote  distances,  and  in  small 
bodies.    If  artifioiai  onlture  is  not  resorted  lo, 
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lod  the  firea  kept  out  of  the  reservations,  there 
will  Dot  be  enoiigb  in  fifty  years  to  bnild  a. 
Vest  India  aqaadron. 

As  I  have  uie  honor  to  represent  the  teni- 
torj  in  which  this  establishment  is  located,  I 
desire  to  have  the  snbject  &irl;  placed  before 
Congress,  and  let  them  decide  whether  the 
pnbbo  interest  will  not  l>e  promotod  by  the 
cooUnttanoe  of  the  eiperiment.  The  reports 
Kill  show  that  there  are  T0,IXI0  live  oak  trees 
upon  the  land  purchased,  which,  in  half  a  cen- 
taiT,  M  even  a  qoarter,  will  l>o  worth  ten  times 
tlie  unoimt  ever  expended  npon  then). 

Ur.  Wmra  having  accepted  tiie  amendment 
(f  ICr.  BpaioHT  as  a  modiScatioD  of  bis  resoln- 
tion, 

Ur.  HoFn(t,ir  moved  further  to  amend  it,  by 
adding  the  following : 

"  i.Dd  4II  other  information  in  the  power  of  the 
deputmrnt  to  gire,  relative  to  a  production  >nd 
praiiiUng  a  sapply  of  live  oak,  and  the  meimreB 
tikcD  rffipecting  the  groviog  thereof,  and  the  ei- 
pwes  of  luch  meamres." 

Ur.  noFTMUi,  on  offering  this  amendment, 
aid,  tliat  the  sQbJectof  this  resolntion  was  now 
bdure  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  in 
comeqaeooe  of  a  reference  to  that  committee 
of  I  part  of  the  annual  Mcssaee  of  the  Presi- 
dent. His  object  in  moving  this  amendment 
wu  to  enlarge  the  proposed  call,  so  as  to  em- 
brtce  all  the  information  on  the  snbjeot  which 
it  WH  in  thepower  of  the  department  to  com- 
mimicate.  He  was  not  aware,  he  sold,  whether 
Cuogrera  had,  or  had  not,  in  any  way  sanotion- 
td  tbe  policy  of  planting.  Be  did  not  rise  to 
npcesB  any  opinion  on  that  question  at  present, 
bat  only  deeired  to  have  ali  the  information 
wbich  oduld  be  bronght  to  bear  npon  it. 
Ur.  WnrrB  aoceptM  the  amendiuent. 
Ur.  WiOEurra,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  on 
ameadment,  to  ioclnde  abo  an  inquiry  into  the 
metmres  adopted  for  the  "  preservation  "  of 
the  live  oak  timber.  He  wanted  to  get  at  in- 
formation on  this  anbjBCt,  He  understood  that 
tiiere  had  l>eeu  a  corps  of  overseers  employed 
aboBt  tliat  business  for  the  last  and  several  pro- 
Kding  years.  He  wished  to  know,  trom  an- 
Ibority,  what  they  were  about. 
Ur.  Wmra  accepted  abio  this  amendment 
The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  was  agreed 


UoSDAT,  December  SO. 
Judge  Ptek. 
Ur.  HoFTHiN  begged  permission  to  trespass 
uir  a  maoient  upon  the  time  of  tbo  Honse.  It 
*oaJd  be  recollected  thatto-day  was  fixed  upon 
fw  prooeeding  in  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  in 
^  case  of  that  individual's  impeachment  be- 


■llii  BIT  tUrtr  jmn  ■Inn  tfali  U<«  Mk  oiilUn- 
0«  ^l>7  tammanoed,  ud  If  vaald  b*  InitnutiTe  to  In- 
Idn  ^  mBeh  hai  bHn  u^nded  In  punoit  of  thli  poUcf, 
ud  (iut  b««at  liM  bHB  darlTsd  Iknm  tlWM  pUntatlOBl. 


fore  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  wa& 
in  his  opinion,  advisable  that  the  House  should 
attend,  even  if  only  in  the  first  instance  to  pros- 
eoute  the  case  before  the  S^iate;  and,  with 
this, view,  he  submitted  the  following  resolu- 

Jittolvtd,  That  this  Honse  will,  from  time  to  time, 
resolve  its^into  a  Committee  of  Che  Whole  to  at- 
tend in  the  chamber  of  Che  Senate  on  the  trial  of 
the  impeaclmieDt  agunsC  James  H.  Feck,  a  judge 
of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  dlstrlGt 
of  HiSBOorL 

Mr.  Hornuir  said,  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion, that  it  was  not  dictated  by  any  spirit  of 
idle  curiosity  to  witness  the  proceedings  in  the 
Senate  chamber  on  so  solemn  and  interesting  an 
occasion,  but  frova  an  anxiety  to  ascertain  the 
principles  npon  which  such  an  important  mat* 
tor  was  to  be  condncted,  in  order  that  the 

fresence  of  the  House,  before  the  highest  tri- 
unal  in  the  Union,  might  give  effect  to  a  case 
which  would  be  a  subj  ect  of  dIscnsBlon  throughout 
the  country,  and  which  would  form  part  of  our 
public  history.  The  trial  of  an  impeachment 
was  a  proceeding  of  a  grave  nature ;  It  was 
never  instituted  but  for  the  purpose  of  punish- 
ing those  offences  which  the  ordinal^  laws 
could  not  reach ;  and  as  such,  it  was,  perhaps, 
better  that  it  should  be  attended  with  all  the 
solemnity  possible ;  besides,  such  would  be  the 


be  able  to  obtain  aquorum  in  that  House  during 
the  time  that  the  proceedings  upon  it  were  car- 
rying on  in  the  Senate, 

Mr.  DwioHT  said  he  concurred  with  Uie  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Hoffman)  in  the 
propriety  of  the  House  attending  during  the 
trial  i  but  this  resolution  seemed  to  imply  the 
necessity  of  its  continual  att«ndance.  Ho  was 
desirous  the  House  should  meet  at  eleven 
o'clock,  in  order  to  give  the  House  one  hour 
for  their  own  business. 

After  some  remarks  tW>m  Uessra.  WioxLiFn 
and  BuoKAMiK,  who  stated  that  the  Senate 
were  waiting  for  the  appearance  of  the  man- 
agers, and  the  proposition  of  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution  by  Mr.  Bwioht,  which  was  sub- 
sequently negatived, 

Hr.  Polk  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
inserting  "  this  day,"  instead  of  "  from  time  to 
time ;  "  and  this  was  accepted  by  the  mover  as 
a  modification,  as  this  wonld  give  the  Honse  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  question  of  ila 
continnol  attendance,  to-morrow. 

Ur.  Pxms  objected  to  the  attendance  of  the 
Honse  in  the  Senate  chamber,  which  be  con- 
ceived to  be  edttreiy  unnecessary.  There  were 
two  or  three  hundred  bills  already  on  their 
table,  wbich  It  would,  he  thought,  be  better  to 
dispose  of,  with  the  utmost  promptitude.  As 
to  not  having  aqnorum  present  for  Ibe  despatch 
of  the  public  business,  suonld  sncb  be  the  cas& 
it  would  bo  easy  to  try  the  effect  of  a  call  01 
the  House,    Upon  the  question  of  the  adoption 
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of  the  reflation,  he  Bbonld  call  for  the  jeaa  tai 
naj-B.- 

Mr.  DoDDsroox  moTed  to  lay  the  reBolntion 
npon  the  table.    Negatived. 

The  resolation  of  Mr.  Homuir  was  then 
carried;  and. 

On  motJon  of  Mr.  Wioeutte,  the  Honae  re- 
eolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  DsiTTOR  in  the  ohwr,  and  repdred  in  pro- 
ceasion,  accompanied  by  their  officers,  to  the 
Benat«  chamber,  where,  having  been  seated,  the 
impeachment  was  proceeded  I  a. 

The  Representatives,  after  eome  time,  having 
returned  to  their  own  hall,  in  like  order,  and 

Mr.  DaiTTON  having  reported,  on  -motion  of 

Mr.  WHiTTLKaBY,  it  waa  resolved,  that  when 
the  Eonee  a^oamed,  it  shoold  a^oum  till 
eleven  o'dook  to-morrow. 

TnxSDAT,  Deoember  91. 
Silt  Man^ftlel«r». 
Mr.  Spekoes,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
onltnre,  to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  P. 
S.  Dnponcean,  presenting  to  the  House  a  flag  of 
American  silk  and  mannfacture,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

"The  Cemmittee  on  Agrienltare,  to  whleh  was 
referred  the  letler  of  Peter  B.  Daponee«ii,  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hodm,  UDonndng  hii  preeeiilatioa 
to  the  Hodm  of  a  eilken  Bag,  bearing  the  colon  of 
the  United  States,  made  OT  Anerican  silk,  reeled 
from  cocoons,  and  prepored  aod  woven  bj  John 
D'Homergue,  nlk  muiufacturer  the  eutlre  process 
in  the  maaulkcture,  of  (be  same  harlng  been  per- 
fotmed  in  Ihe  cltj  of  Philadelphia,  report: 

"  That  thev  consider  this  i^cimen  of  Amerlcaa 
indostrj,  appL'ed  for  the  first  time  to  the  pro- 
dnctiim  of  a  labrfc  In  such  gcnenl  dmi  In  the 
United  Btatei,  in  the  purchase  of  which,  in  forrign 
conncriei,  several  miUioai  of  dollin  are  innoafij 
drawn  from  this  countrj,  u  hlghl]'  auijdclons  to 
the  agrioaltare  and  arts  of  the  Oailed  States;  and 
that  Mr.  DnponceBa,  for  bis  patriotic  eiertiona  in 
promoting  toe  culture  of  silk,  and  in  his  elforta  to 
eidte  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  that  important  branch  of  industry,  de- 
■ervea  thecommeadationof  his  country.  The  com- 
mittee have  received  a  communicaUoa  from  Mr. 
Daponcean,  detailing  various  important  facts  and 
remarks  in  leference  to  the  bill  entitled  'Ad  ut  for 
promoUog  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  silk,' 
which  thej  have  appended  to  this  report  for  tlie 
information  of  the  Honse;  and  the  committee  re- 
port a  resolution,  and  recommend  its  adoption  by 
the  House. 

"  Setolved,  That  the  flag,4>eartng  the  eolora  of 
the  United  States,  presented  to  this  House  by  Feler 
S.  Duponceau,  of  Pbilndelphia,  made  of  Americao 
silk,  and  prepared  and  woven  byJobo  D'Homergue, 
nlk  manutaclurer  in  the  city  Philadelphia,  be  ac- 
cepted by  this  Bouse,  and  that  it  be  diaplajed, 
under  tbe  diroction  of  the  Speaker,  in  some  con- 
iplcaous  part  of  the  halt  of  sittings  of  this  Hoose." 

Mr.  ALxxanoBK  moved  that  the  report  and 
letter  therein  referred  to,  lie  on  tiie  table,  and 
be  printed. 


adimml.  [Dnsnaa,  1830. 

Mr.  WnrtTunvT  called  tar  a  divinon  trf  tfao 
question;  and  theqneetion  being  pot  to  lay  tli« 
report,  &a.,  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the 
niAstive — yeas  46,  nays  74. 

The  question  was  then  pnt  on  the  adoption  <rf 
the  resolation  submitted  by  the  committee,  and 
it  waa  deteriDined  in  the  affirmative. 

SnbeeqQeDtly,  the  report  and  letters  wers 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Stokbs,  of  New  York,  roae  to  uk,  tor  hie 
own  information,  whether  it  was  expected  that 
the  managers,  in  the  absence  of  tbe  HoDsa, 
were  to  conduct  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
against  Jndge  Peck.  The  honr  for  the  trial  had 
now  arrived,  and  It  was  neoesaory  for  the 
House  to  take  some  order  on  the  snti^cot. 

Mr.  HoFTKAK  hoped  that  the  same  ccume 
wonld  be  pursued  by  the  Eonie  to-day,  as  was 
taken  by  it  yesterday ;  and  he  accordingly  sub- 
mitted, for  the  consideration  of  the  Boose,  tbe 
same  resolation  that  was  yesterday  adiqited  bj 
the  Bonse. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Srraosa,  the  Honae  agreed 
to  meet  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eottv&n,  the  Boose  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Ojdihbblkno  in  the  chur;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  the  Boose,  as  a 
committee,  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber, 
farther  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
against  Jadge  Peck ;  and,  after  abont  two  honra 
Bod  a  half  epent  therein,  the  committee  rrton- 
ed  to  the  hall,  and  the  Speaker  resomed  the 

Mr.  OainiBELna,  from  the  said  Committee 

of  the  Whole,  reported  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  again  attended  the  trial  of 
the  said  impeachment  in  the  Senate,  and  that 
the  coQrt  had  adjoarned  till  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock, 

WaDNZflDAT,  Deoember  23. 
7%«  Iti^tatAmtnt. 

Ht.  Dwiort  snbmitted  a  resolation,  in  sob- 
stance,  requiring  the  Iloase  to  meet  each  day 
at  eleven  o'clock  during  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Jadge  Peck ;  and  that  at  twelve 
o'clock  it  would  resolve  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  tbe  Whole,  and  proceed  to  the  Senate  for  Uie 

iTOOse  of  attending  the  triaL  . 

Jir.  Wnrra,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  yeas  ' 

and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolation,  and 
they  were  ordered  by  the  House.  I 

Mr.  Pmns  opposed  the  resolation.    He  said  I 

that  a  resolation  was  offered  at  the  last  sesaiou  : 

of  the  House  to  attend  on  the  trial,  but  the 
Bonse  only    attended    one    day.      When   the  | 

gentlenmn  from  New  York  (Mr.  Hoffman) 
offered  his  resolution  on  Uoaday,  there  was  no 
time  for  discusaon.     Yesterday,  the  House  I 

pursued  the  same  ootirse  as  on  Monday.  He 
hoped  the  resolation  would  bei^ected,  if  for  { 
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nev  before  them,  geatlemsD  might  indulge  their 
coriontr  in  atteading  the  tiiw  in  the  Senrnte. 
For  himtd^  he  had  no  MotHi  cnrioei^.  There 
«u  a  great  namber  of  billa  on  the  docket, 
which  T«qaired  tb«  action  of  the  House ;  it  was 
a  aliort  seasioa ;  and,  if  the  Hoase  ^tended 
eT«s7  dar  in  tha  Beaat*  daring  the  trial,  there 
wooid  be  litUe  or  nothing  else  done.  He 
thodght  the  intereat  of  the  people  of  the  0nit«d 
States  gmwallj  should  be  taken  into  eonuder- 
atioD ;  the  House  had  appointed  able  managers 
to  eoHnct  the  impeachment ;  and  these  man- 
ners had  declared  that  it  was  not  neceasary  fbr 
tbe  Home  to  attend.  Why  should  we  gof 
aiked  Mr.  P.  Wbj  neglect  the  public  business 
togra^f  onr  own  curioBityl  Mr,  P.  coQclnd- 
•db;  eipreeging  the  hope  that  the  House  would 
set  be  oompelled  to  go  to  the  Senate  in  a  bod  j. 

Hr.  DwioHT  said  that  the  gentleman  who  bad 
Just  taken  his  seat,  had  remarked  that,  in  at- 
tMiding  the  trial  of  the  in^teaotunent,  ^tle- 
iBM  wished  to  indulge  their  own  curiosity. 
Let  me  ask,  sud  Ur.  D.,  if  the  RepresentatiTea 
«f  the  natinn  have  not  a  higher  motive  for 
doing  so  1  Were  not  tite  House  bound  to  at- 
tend in  the  falSlment  of  their  conatitntional 
fmctioQS?  llr.  D.  ^)prehended  that  the  pub- 
lic business  might  be  attended  to,  and  yet  the 
Eoose  be  aUe  to  attend  on  the  trial. 

After  a  few  words  from  Ur.  Pxrria, 

Ur.  Oi>T  moved  to  amend  the  resohition  of 
lb.  DwiauT,  by  insertbg  the^  words  "  until 
Mluirwisa  oideced ; "  so  that  the  House  abonld 
U  any  time  faftTe  tfae  power  to  res^d  the  reao- 
InCioa. 

Mr.  DwioHT  accepted  the  amendment  aa  a 
Bwdification  of  his  resolution. 

Ur.  Doi>i»ii>OB  preferred  the  resolution 
erigiaally  off«red  by  Ur.  HorriUN  on  Uonday 
lut,  sad  mored  its  oonuderation  as  a  substitute 
fbr  that  Oxia  day  offered  by  Ur.  Dwiobt. 

After  some  remarks  by  Ueesrs.  Dodobidob, 
Eoniujr,  and  Stboxd,  the  amendmeat  was 
njeoted. 

Ur.  Dkattok  then  moved  an  amendment; 
Thieh  he  supported  in  a  few  words :  when 

Ur,  Banris,  beliering  that  the  opinion  of 
the  memban  was  made  up  on  the  entreat, 
eailed  for  the  previons  question.  The  call  was 
■aitsined  by  the  House-ryeaa  90. 

The  previous  qnestion  was  then  pat,  in  the 
f()ilowing  words,  viz. :  "  shall  the  main  question 
beunrputt  "  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Duun  question  being  then  put,  viz.,  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  offered  by  Ur. 
l>«ioBT,  it  was  dedded  iu  the  negative — yeas 
B+,i»ys«7. 

So  the  House  decided  to  leave  to  the  man- 
■gara  the  eondDCling  of  the  impeachment  agdnst 
J»4wPeck. 

T^  bill  to  establish  certain  poet  roads,  and 


lo  iucontinne  otiiers  coming  up  as  the  order 

M  the  day,  it  waa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dahml,  in 

of  the  neceosary  absence  of  Ur. 


'ardi.  [H.  ov  fi. 

WioELiprc,  who  offered  a  proviso  to  it  on 
Friday  last,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Eonse  then  went  into  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  Ur.  Uaoiz  in  the  chiur,  and  took  up 
the  hill  for  the  relief  of  Bernard  Kelly,  of  Geor- 
gia. The  report  of  the  committee  and  the  evi- 
dence in  the  case  were  read.  The  bill  was 
snpport«d  by  Mr.  Thohfsok  and  Ur.  Foster 
of  Georgia,  and  Ur.  Jobhsob,  of  Kentucky,  and 
opposad  by  Ur.  Wbittlksbt  and  Ur.  Stkbiqbbi  ; 
the  latter  of  whooi  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clanae  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived:  wbereapon,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Eonse  withont  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
tor  a  third  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  71, 


Thdbsd^t,  December  23. 
iKtey  Tardt. 

The  following  resolution,  yesterday  snbmit- 
ted  by  Ur.  FkU[o&,  woe  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration : 

"  Jtiaotved,  ThM  the  Secretary  of  the  Nivy  be 
directed  to  report  to  tlita  House  the  ■□Dual  aam 
necessary  to  msintain  a  navy  yard  for  building  and 
equip[dng  of  abtpa  with  despatch,  under  the  present 
navy  regidstioiu,  with  the  probable  annual  amount 
of  deteriaratiOD  of  buUdiugs,  and  tnlerest  of  tlie 
money  disbursed  in  the  erection  of  boildings  necea- 
s«py  for  a  n«»y  yard." 

Ur.  HomcAD  (Ohturman  of  the  Naval  CTom- 
mittee)  said  he  should  like  to  Lear  some  rea- 
sons offered  fbr  the  adoption  of  the  resoluti<»i. 

Mr.  I^ABOB  replied  that  be  would  gratify 
the  gentieman.  He  assured  him  that  he  had 
not  acted  unadvisedly  in  submitting  the  mo- 
tion; for  he  bad  tnken  the  pains  to  consult 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  it  waa  of- 
fered with  his  approbation.  The  sulgect  had 
beent  brought  before  Congress  at  the  last  sea- 
sion ;  the  number  of  navy  yards  was  then 
stated  to  be  too  great ;  and  it  was  manifest 
that  if  there  were  more  navy  yards  than  was 
neceesary  for  the  public  iotereet,  that  the  ex- 
pense to  the  nation  of  supporting  them  waa 
greater  than  it  need  be.  He  b^ieved  that 
the  expense  of  maintaining  the  several  yards 
amonnted  to  J300,0l)0  annually.  The  object  of 
the  resolution  was  to  obtain  suoh  information 
OS  would  enable  the  House  to  act  undertAand- 
ingly  when  the  matter  should  be  brought  be- 
fore it. 

Mr.  HomuK  stat«d  that,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affurs  al- 
ready had  the  subject  before  them ;  and  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  trom  Bhode  Idand  would 
consent  that  the  resolution  ahould  lie  on  the 
table  nntil  he,  Ur.  H.,  could  confer  with  the 
o(»nmittee.  Ue  thought  it  probable  he  should 
be  able  to  do  so  to-morrow. 

Ur.  Pbabob  remarked  that  he  had  no  great 
objection  to  the  resolution  lying  on  the  table 
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for  a  daj  or  two ;  bat  the  Hoiue  would  reool- 
leot  that  this  woold  be  a  short  setuui,  and  that 
tite  infonnatioa  was  wanted  for  the  action  of 
the  EoQfie.  Certwnlj  no  ^srespect  was  in- 
teoded  towards  the  Oommittee  oa  Naval  Af- 
fairs ;  aod  he  tnuted  that  the  ^atleman  would 
agree  to  the  reference  at  Ihia  time. 

Mr.  HoFniAN  said  that  the  information  now 
sought  could  be  obtained  through  the  Conimit- 
tee  on  Naval  AfiUrs.  He  thought  the  adoption 
of  the  RmoIqUoq  whollj  uoneceBsary,  and 
woold  conclude  bj  moving  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Hathu  submitted  the  following  reseda- 

Sttoltti,  Th&t,  dnrlDi  the  trhl  of  the  impewh- 
went  DOW  pending  before  the  Senate,  ttiis  Bohm 
will  meet  dnilj  at  the  bour  of  eleven  9'clock  in  the 
foreaoou  ;  BDd  that,  &om  dsj  to  da;,  it  will  resolve 
itwlf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  attend 
said  trial  during  the  continnaace  thereof^  sod  ontil 
the  concliudoB  of  the  same. 

In  support  of  thb  motJoo, 

Mr.  UiiTHEs  said,  whatever  difference  of 
opinioD  there  might  have  been  on  this  subject 
before,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  mast  con- 
vince everf  gentleman  of  the  expediency  of 
the  course  now  proposed.  Whilst  the  Honse 
yesterday  found  itMlf  without  a  quorum,  he 
saw  that  among  the  absentees  were  gentlemen 
who  had  voted  against  the  proposition  for  at- 
tending the  court  of  impeacbment  He  meant 
not  to  charge  any  members  with  impropriety 
on  this  occouut,  but  mentioned  the  fact  to  show 
the  expedieno;  and  propriety  of  passing  this 
resolution.  It  appeared  to  him,  indeed,  to  be 
a  singular  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
tliat  when  the  only  precedent  in  existence  was 
in  favor  of  the  oonrse  proposed  in  the  resolu- 
tion now  under  oonsideratiou,  the  Uoose  ahoold 
have  refnsed  to  adopt  iL  Could  it  be  pretend- 
ed that  there  was  any  difference  in  the  magni- 
tude of  the  present  case  and  the  former  case  of 
impeachment,  which  Justified  different  forms  of 
proceeding  in  the  two  cases!  He  presnmed 
not.  The  same  personal  liberty,  and  the  same 
inalienable  rights,  goaranteed  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  onr  country,  were  involved  in  this  case 
as  in  that  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Chase. 
Without  going  unnecessarily  into  the  merits  of 
the  case,  or  consuming  one  moment  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  Mr.  H.  hoped  that  his  motion 
would  prevail. 

Mr.  TcoKEB  conuderod  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
gentlemen  to  ooDtinue  in  the  House,  and  attend 
to  the  public  business  of  the  nation ;  and,  if 
any  member  chose  to  attend  the  trial,  let  him 
Bcconnt  to  bis  constituents  for  his  neglect  of 
duty.  He  should  he  very  sorry  if  the  resoln- 
tion  was  agreed  to ;  and  he  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  ou  its  adontiou. 

Mr.  Ki.TSSB  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 


Sonth  Carolina  how  members  of  this  HooM 
were  to  account  for  it  to  their  constitnant^  i^ 
in  consequence  of  the  absenoe  of  so  nunj 
members  from  the  Hoose  during  the  trial, 
some  legislation  sbonld  be  defeated  -which 
ought  to  succeed,  and  some  succeed  which 
ought  to  fiuL  In  loolcing  at  this  matter,  Hr. 
H.  said  he  viewed  it  as  a  practical  question. 
Every  one  most  know  what  an  interest  would 
be  ezcit«d  and  felt  in  this  trial  at  almost  every 
moment  of  it,  and  that  it  wontd  be  impractica- 
ble for  this  House  to  tronstict  bosinesB  whilst 
that  conrt  was  in  session. 

Mr.  TooKBB  replied :  If  blame  should  nttaclL 
it  would  be  to  tliose  who  had  not  dlachar^ged 
their  duties,  by  remuniog  in  the  Hoqm.  If 
any  important  meaanre  should  bo  adopted,  af- 
iiecting  the  interests  of  the  coDstitnents  of 
members  during  their  absence  from  the  sittines 
of  the  House,  let  those  members  account  for  it 
aa  they  best  could.  He  should  attend  to  what 
he  conceived  to  be  his  duty. 

Mr.  PnriB,  of  Missouri,  rose  to  ask  the  ftvor 
of  the  Honse  to  allow  this  qnestion  to  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays.  Whilst  np,  he  woubl  moke 
one  remark.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
complained  that  a  quorum  could  not  be  kqit 
yesterday.  Bnt,  s^  Mr.  P.,  when  it  wa» 
doubted  whether  there  was  a  quorum,  it  was 
found,  ou  the  Speaker's  count,  that  Aere  was 
a  quorum.  Experience  sufficiently  proved  that 
a  quorum  could  not  be  got  to  attend  the  conrt ; 
for,  on  the  last  attendance  of  the  Honse,  the 
honorable  Sp^ker  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of^e  Whola  when  they  retomed 
from  the  court  to  the  House,  returned  almost 
alone,  two  or  three  members  only  returmng 
with  them.  The  root  of  all  diffioalty  in  this 
matter  was,  in  fact,  the  indisposition  of  mem- 
bers to  do  the  budness  of  the  House. 

The  Honse  refused  to  sustun  the  call  for  the 


it  was  decided  in  the  afflrmative — ayea  96, 
noes  60. 

So  the  House  determined  to  attend  Hie  trial 
of  the  impeaehment  of  Judge  Peck. 

Jud^e  Ptel. 

The  bonr  of  twelve  having  arrived,  Mr.  Bo- 
OHANAH  rose  and  said,  that,  as  the  House  had 
determined  upon  attending  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peek,  he  would  make  a 
motion  that  it  now  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  purpose.  He  did  not  vote  for 
the  reaolntioQ  wliioQ  bad  been  this  d^  adopt- 
ed, on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
^a ;  yet,  as  the  -House  had  resolved  on  attend- 
ing the  trial  in  the  Senate,  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  punctual  in  its  attendance. 

The  Sfbakeb  observed  that  be  omsidered  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  notify  the 
House  ou  each  day,  when  it  was  ready  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  triaL 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itwlf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whol«^  Mr.  OumaxuBa  in 
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tlM  ehair,  ud  proeeeded  to  the  Senate  to  at- 
tend the  trial  a  Judge  Peok. 

Having  retoraed,  Mr.  CUhbrklbto  reported 
progre»;  and  therenpon  the  Eonae  aiiUoiinied. 

X^tmaT,  Deoetnber  24. 
Ut.  Johsb,  after  a  few  mlrodaotorj  remarks, 
moved  that  the  resoliition  jeat«rda7  adopted, 
OQ  the  motioD  of  Ht.  Hatnbb,  that  the  Uooae 
do,  from  <Ja;  to  day,  attend  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peacimieat  of  Judge  Feck,  be  reconsidered  \  and 
on  his  motion  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
and  they  were  ordered  by  the  Hoou. 

Hr.  Pole  said,  that  U  the  first;  instance  he 
hid  opposed  a  reaolntion  of  the  kind,  cooaider- 
ing  it  amieceasHry  for  the  House  to  attend  the 
trial  of  the  impeachment.  The  Honae,  oa  the 
occa»ioa  to  which  he  alladed,  rejected  the  res- 
ohtioQ  offered  by  the  gentlemaa  from  Uassa- 
rhosetta,  (Ur.  Dwianr^  and  on  that  day  did 
not  attend — yesbirday  the;  did.  The  Senate 
lisd  been  notified  that  tbU  Honse  would  attend 
dmuig  the  trial,  and  he  was  anxioas  that  the 
House,  thoagh  the  reaolution  was  adopted 
igaiut  his  wishes,  yet,  being  adopted,  should 
preserve  a  proper  d^ree  of  conustency.  He 
considered  it  of  no  importanoe  that  the  House 
EboDld  attend  the  trial ;  they  would  adjooro  to 
JIiiDday ;  and  i^  on  that  day,  a  majority  should 
determine  against  attending,  why,  be  it  so ;  but 
let  US  not  be  blown  abont  by  every  breeze. 
Vr.  r.  moved  to  nostpone  the  qnestion  of  re- 
coniidention  to  Monday  next. 

Ur.  JoBXB  ftniVing  no  objection,  his  motion 
'19  postponed  by  general  oousenL 

The  Hoiue  Kain  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  Ur.  Caxbbklinq  in  the 
chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber  for 
the  DDipose  of  attending  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peaebment  of  Judge  Peck.  Having  returned 
to  their  hall,  the  committee  reported  progress, 
sod  the  House  adjourned  to  Uouday. 

MomtAT,  December  27. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  Mr.  Bv- 
CBuuif  moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve 
ibelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
poipoee  of  attending  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peMhmeot  of  Judge  Peek ;  whioh  motion  was 
*gieedto. 

It.  CunBK.nrO'  was  again  called  to  the 
chur,  iud  the  oonunirtM  prooeeded  to  the  Sen- 
ile Chamber.  Having  anerwards  returned  to 
their  bill,  the  eominittee  repart«d  farther  prog- 

TscsaoAT,  December  80. 
The  HoDM  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
yfotntioa  of  Mr.  Howabd,  ordering  the  priut- 
■KEofcertun  reports;  the  amendment  propos- 
ed yesterday  by  Mr.  OajcnBiLBKO  being  under 


^'  Wi,nm  observed  Uiat,  when  the  hoar 


expired  yesterdaji  he  was  about  to  state  the 
distinotion  between  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  There  was  no  moh  difference  be- 
tween them  a%would  justify  the  House  in  re- 
jecting Qie  one  and  adopting  the  other.  If  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yerk,  in 
submitting  his  amendment,  was  to  inform  the 
public  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions,  on  a  certain 
subject,  in  '93,  upon  what  principle  will  the 
Honse  r^ect  his  amendment,  and  adopt  the  res- 
olution of  the  genUeman  from  Maryland,  when 
it  calls  for  the  doctrines  promolgated  by  the 
same  in  1803 1  And  that,  too,  when  the  avowed 
object  of  the  sentieman  from  Maryland  is  not 
to  enlighten  the  public  mind,  but  to  subserve 


son,  and  the  party  that  came  with  him  into 
power,  were  in  favor  of  the  protective  sys- 
t«m.  Mr.  W.  had  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  he  would  vote  for  it,  whether  the 
amendment  of  the  gentieman  bom  New  York 
was  adopted  or  not. 

He  would  vote  for  it  because  there  could  be 
nothing  tortured  out  of  these  reports  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  bis  frieuas  bad,  at  any 
time,  conceded  the  power  in  question.  Mr.  W. 
said  he  was  not  now  disposed  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  that  qaestion  ;  hut,  when  he  saw 
an  attempt  made  to  impress  tJie  belief  that  Mr. 
JefferaoD  was  in  favor  of  certain  doctrine^  he 
felt  hound  to  correct,  as  far  aa  he  could,  the 
erroneous  impression.  Such  a  proposition  was 
never  distinctly  affirmed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  nor 
by  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin, 
He  would  acknowledge  that  duties  were  im- 
posed on  foreign  articles  during  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration ;  but  it  was  equally  well  known, 
that  the  express  object  of  tbat  tariff  was,  not  as 
a  bounty  to  domestic  manufaotures,  but  to 
liquidate  the  national  debt.  Sir,  stud  Mr.  W., 
in  looking  over  Mr.  Gallatin's  reports,  I  have 
found  no  evidence  whatever,  of  the  slightest 
interference  with  this  subject.  In  one  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Messages  to  Concress  he  alluded  to 
the  encouragement;  of  such  manufactures  as 
would  render  us  independent.  A  general  prop- 
osition was  made  in  Congress  to  refer  this 
part  of  the  message  to  a  committee,  in  order  to 
see  what  might  be  necessary  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  military  establishment. 

A  debate  arose  on  this  subject,  in  which  the 
strong  ground  was  token,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  act  on  the  snt^ect,  and  that  it  waa 
strictly  confined  to  revenue  bills.  From  these 
oireamstances,  Mr.  W.  thought  it  a  matter  of 
inference,  not  to  be  resisted,  that,  so  far  as  the 
character  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administrstion  is 
concerned,  there  is  no  support  to  be  obtained 
for  the  protective  system.  He  did  not  say  that 
all  Mr.  Jefferson's  A'iends  were  opposed  to  it. 
As  he  said  before,  Mr.  W.  was  indifferent,  him- 
self, whether  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  was  adapted  or  not.  He  would 
vote  both  for  it  uid  the  resolotioo. 
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The  Eentlenun  frotn  Ktrj^aA  wiehea  to  omll 
vp  Taporta  of  this  House  in  180a-'8  and  'i,  to 
prove  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  the  party  in  pow- 
er with  him,  were  in  &vor  of  the  protootive 
gyatem.  Why  not,  Bud  Mr.  W.^anffer  Ur.  Jef- 
ferson's own  report,  on  the  same  snbjeol.  to  be 
given  -to  the  pnblio  ?  Why  not  permit  nim  to 
speak  for  hlmselfl  He  believed  the  reports 
were  only  to  be  found  in  the  library  of  Con- 
gresa. 

Ur.  Drattoh  said  he  wai  not  disposed  to 
make  any  remiarke  on  the  merits  of  the  reports 
culled  for,  dther  by  the  genlieman  from  Mary- 
land, or  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The 
House,  he  observed  had  no  right  to  adopt  either 
tho  resolntion  or  the  amendment  He  had 
no  donbt  bnt  all  would  reooUeot  a  Joint  rescdn- 
tioa  pissed  last  seaalon,  prohibiting  the  ez^- 
ditnre  of  the  oontingenb  fhnd  for  any  printing 
other  than  that  called  for  by  the  enrrent  bud- 
ness  of  either  House.  All  other  printing  mnat 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  Treasnry,  or  by  the  or- 
dinary process  of  an  appropriation  bill.  He 
wonid,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  ask 
the  Clerk  to  read  the  joint  resoUtion  to  which 
he  allnded.  And,  after  it  had  been  read,  Mr. 
D.  moved  that  tlie  resolution  and  amendment 
be  referred  to  the  Cominitt«e  on  the  Library ; 
and  the  qaeetion  being  put,  it  was  agreed  to. 

IfiUagt  Iff  Meuien. 

Mr.  OmLKR  sobmittod  the  following  reedn- 
tion: 

JtaolMd,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appoialed, 
with  initnictioos  to  inquire  inio  the  expediency  of 
adopting  some  uniforio  mode  for  compntieg  the  dis- 
tance tor  which  members  of  Coogress  slian  be 
allowed  compensitioD  for  mileage  Co  and  from  the 
seat  of  Government ;  sod  that  said  committee  have 
leave  to  rapott  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Chilton  a^d  that  he  had  not  offered  tiie 
resolution  with  a  view  to  cast  any  impntaUon 
on  honorable  members.  Neither  bad  be  offered 
it  from eiectioneeriug  motivea,  orwithariewto 
home  consumption.  Tbat  there  was  a  great 
disparity,  at  the  present  time,  in  the  compnta- 
tion  of  the  mileage  of  memiMrs,  could  not  be 
denied.  As  an  example,  he  woold  stato  that, 
of  two  gentlemen  both  living  in  the  same  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  one  had,  by  a  difference  in 
the  compntAtioa  of  milea^  received  a  differ- 
ence in  amonnt  of  one-halC,  In  1835,  the  mile- 
age of  the  two  Senators  from  Miasonri,  both 
residing  in  St.  Louis,  so  varied,  that  one  re- 
oeived  tI|TOO  and  a  small  fraction,  while  Uie 
other  received  $8,300  and  a  large  fraction.  He 
had  made  it  his  bosineea  to  examine  into  the 
enlyect,  and  he  had  discovered  many  ineqaali- 
ties  io  the  payment  of  the  mileage  of  members, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  called  loadly  for  the  io- 
terpoaition  of  the  House,  so  that  an  equality 
might  be  established  amongst  members.  He 
wished  the  resolution  to  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee ;  but,  if  the  Uonse  did  not  consider  it  a 
matter  of  suffioient  importance  to  t^e  tiiis 
Oonrse,  he  was  utisfled.    If  tiiey  saw  proper 


to  take  up  the  saltfeot,  it  wootd  oonaame  bnt 
little  time, 

Mr.  Ouaaxaaia  did  not  think  the  reeohitioB 
of  snffldent  Importanoe  for  the  appointmeat  of 
a  Select  Committee,  and  soggestea  tothemovev 
to  refer  it  to  the  Oomtnittee  on  the  Poet  OCSea 
and  Poet  Roads. 

Mr.  Chilton  only  wanted  some  order  taken 
upon  the  resolution  by  the  Honse,  and  declared 
his  readiness  to  agree  to  the  proposed  modifica- 
tion, 

Mr.  TioxLim  Hud  it  would  be  re«dlert«d 
that,  at  the  last  seMdon  of  Oongreas,  the  Bona* 
of  Beprei>eiitatiTee  bad  paseea  a  bill  on  this 
snljeot,  which  had  not  been  acted  upon  by  tha 
Senate ;  and  be  was  much  astonished  at  hear- 
ing of  some  of  the  reasons  which  were  assigned 
in  that  body  why  Om  bill  should  not  ptaa. 
rrhe  Spkakbb  s«d  it  wea  not  in  wder  to  al- 
lude to  proceedings  in  the  Benato  Mr.  Wick- 
Lim :  Not  to  proceedings  of  the  last  eeuiool 
The  Spzaekb  :  No,  sir.  Mr  WicxuFrs :  If  we 
have  no  risht  to  refer  to  proceedinga  of  rither 
House  at  former  sesnoos  of  Cougress,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  parliamentary  inles  ought  to 
be  amended.]  What  he  had  risen  to  snggeat, 
however,  was,  that  tho  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditares  appeared  to  him  the  moat  proper 
committee  to  refer  the  soliject  to. 

Mr  Chiltox  said  he  had  no  obJecti<Mi  to  sach 
a  reference  of  it. 

Mr  Jknninos,  after  a  few  observations,  mored 
to  lay  the  resolution  cm  the  table. 

Mr.  Chiltoh  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  notion,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Ellswobtb  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
present  law  on  the  anb}eot  of  the  mileage  of 
member^  and  the  law  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
resolution  on  the  t«ble,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, by  yeaa  and  nays,  as  fbllows : 

Tiia. — Hesars.  Anderson,  Barnwell,  Bocfauian, 
Dudley,  Edward  Ererett,  Ghirley,  HammoDS,  Hayma, 
Hinds,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  Kennon,  Norton,  Henry  B. 
Storrs,  Vinton,  Edward  D.  White,  Wilde— 17. 

vs. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Angel,  Archer, 
ArmtlrODKi  Arnold,  Buley,  Noyes  Bufaer,  Barria- 
-er,  Bar^y,  Bites,  Baylor,  Beeknun,  BeU,  James 
Hair,  Jobo  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Browa, 
Cshooo,  Cambrelcng,  Carson,  Chandler,  tSiiltoa, 
Clubonie,  Claj,  Clark,  Coke,  Coleman,  ConAct, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Crasrfard, 
Croekett,  (>eighton,  Crocbcrou,  Crowtunshield, 
Daniel,  Davenport,  WamoB.  Davia,  Denny,  Deehs, 
De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Draper,  Draytoa, 
Daocao,  Dwight,  Eager,  EaiS,  ElUwortfa,  Qtom 
EvaoB,  Joshua  Evaiia,  H.  Everett,  Fiodlay,  Hdcq, 
Ford,  Forward,  Poater,  Fry,  Qaither,  Qilmore,  6<k- 
don.  Green,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hatsey,  Harvey,  Haw- 
kins, Hodges,  HoUand,  Hofibian,  Howard,  HubUrd, 
Hunt,  HunUagton,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  T.  Irwia,  W.  W. 
Irrin,  Johns,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Csie  Johasoo, 
Kendall,  Kincaid,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King,  Let, 
Lbavltl,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis,  LoysU,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Hagee,  Uarr,  Xanlndale,  Martin,  ThoDtsi 
Haxwell,  Lewis  Haxwt^  McCoy,  If eDuOe,  Melmlrt, 
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■craer,  Hlcbcll,  Hablenberf,  Nsokalli,  FBHon, 
Fevxw,  Pettily  Ptanon,  Polk,  P<itt«r,  Budolph, 
Beed,  Rench«r,  Riefaudaon,  Rmum,  RiumI,  Suiford, 
Scott,  W.  B.  Ehqard,  A.  H.  Sheppwd,  Siieldl, 
SemiDM,  Sm,  BmUh,  Spaight,  Ambroaa  Spaneer, 
SprigK,  Stuafei^  6l«rig«i«,  William  L.  Stom, 
EUnag,  Bwjax,  SwUt,  Tajbr,  Teat,  WUe;  Thomp- 
sm,  John  ThomMn,  IVm;,  TrMtknt,  Tucker, 
Tiace,  Tuniim,  Yarplmck,  WuhingtoD,  Wnjiie, 
VtdtM,  WtuttleieT,  WicUUb,  Wllliuiu,  Tuicej, 
Tnag— isa 

Tha  qsMtioii  wu  then  pnt  cm  tha  adoption 
ot  the  rwolntkm,  utd  it  vm  agtMd  to. 


HoKDAT,  JaoQarr  8,  1881. 

tA«  ITnftAi  StatM. 
The  SpMker  lud  before  the  Hodm  the  folloir- 
ing  KeMgs  from  the  Preddenl  of  the  Dnited 
Butei: 

%ataaueo/Il^)niei%taiittofllU  JTnittd  Btaltt : 
I  moimit  herewith  to  Congran  the  copy  of  ■ 
coTTfipoDdeiiee  vblch  UitAj  piuied  between  H^jor 
Gtwnl  Von  BdiolUo.  hi*  Danbih  HijeaLj''!  Oor- 
tnor  Qcoeral  of  hb  WeM  lodlt  ponflsrinns,  and 
■pecul  mlnMer  to  the  DnKed  State*,  and  Ur.  Van 
Boraa,  Secntarj  of  State,  coaeerning  the  raffnla- 
Ixn  of  the  Gommerdal  intercoaiM  betireeQ  thow 
puMMioni  and  the  Unitad  States ;  which  compre- 
nradi  the  proporitiomi  that  General  Voa  SoholUn 
Dnd*  to  (bi«  GoTemment,  in  behalf  of  his  tov- 
irdgn,  upon  that  subject,  and  the  RDiwenofthe 
ScETclarT  of  State  to  the  same,  the  last  showing 
the  ETonDds  upon  whteh  this  GoTemmeot  declined 
acndlDg  to  the  oreKarei  of  the  Daolah  enroy. 

Tbit  MiTeqiondenM  is  now  sabmltted  to  the  two 
Boues  of  CoDgreM,  fn  compliuiee  wtth  the  wish 
■Bd  reqoait  of  Oeneral  Von  ScholCen  hlinielf,  and 
naiterlhe  toll  peimaaiaii,  od  mj  part,  that  ft  will 
nedre  all  the  attentioB  and  cooiideTatiDa  to  which 
ths  ittij  fiioDdlj  reUtknti  that  bare  so  long  sub^t- 
ed  bMween  the  United  States  and  the  King  of 
DciiMuk,  especially  entitle  it,  in  the  coooci^  of 
tliii  00100. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
VifinoTov,  Bietmbtr  31,  IB30. 
The  Hewage  wu  read,  and,  together  with 
tbs  doenmenta  aooompanying  it,  re^rred  to  the 
OonnuttM  on  Coininare«,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Brituh  Ceitmial  Tradt. 
The  Speaker  alao  laid  before  the  Honaa  the 
following  Hewage  from  the  Prerident  of  the 
l^Dited  Statea : 

^l**BimKofRepntenliiiiKtoftkt  Utiited  atattt : 
I  commnnlt^  to  Congress  the  papers  relating  to 
w  recent  arrangement  with  Great  Britain  with 
'^■pect  to  the  trade  between  her  colonial  poaes- 
"MH  and  the  United  Blatee,  to  which  reference  was 
^^tta  mj  neasage  at  tbo  opening  of  the  present 

It  >UI  ippaar  from  those  docomenta,  that,  owing 
<«th««tiaakin,lntheaatofiheSnb  ofXajlain, 
°**  <1use  sipraaalr  rsatiicting  importaticna  into 
taa  Bridal)  ealNdas  in  Ameiioan  resaels  to  the  pro- 


dootions  of  the  United  States;  to  the  amendment 
engrafted  anon  that  act  In  tlie  House  of  Sepreeent- 
ativta,  proiiding  that,  wlian  tile  West  India  colo- 
lues  aboold  be  opsned,  the  commercial  inteicourae 
of  tha  United  Suiea  with  all  other  parts  of  the 
British  dondnlon*  or  poasesaions  ahoold  be  left  on  a 
footing  not  leas  fororable  than  it  now  is ;  and  to 
the  act  not  apeclfyiog  the  terma  upon  which  British 
vessels  comiog  from  the  Northern  colonies  should 
be  admitted  to  entry  into  the  ports  or  the  United 
Statea;  an  apprehension  was  entertained  bj  the 
OoremineDt  of  Great  Britain,  that,  under  the  con- 
templated arrangement,  claims  might  be  set  up  on 
our  part,  inconsistent  with  the  propodticms  sulnnit- 
ted  bj  onr  minister,  and  with  itae  temw  to  which 
alia  was  willing  to  agree;  and  that  this  drcumstance 
led  to  explanations  between  Hr.  McLaoe  and  tha 
Earl  of  Aberdeen,  raspaclhig  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  true  construction  to  be  gireD  to  the 
act  referred  to. 

To  the  iDterpretatlon  given  by  them  to  that  act, 
I  did  not  hesitate  to  sgree.  It  was  quite  clear 
that,  in  adopting  the  amendment  referred  to,  Con* 
gress  could  not  have  intended  to  preclude  future 
alterations  in  the  existing  intercourse  between 
tbe  Uoited  States  and  other  parte  of  tbe  British 
dominions;  and  the  suppostUon  that  the  omission 
to  restrict,  in  terms,  the  importations  to  the  produc- 
tions of  tbe  country  to  which  the  veaaels  belong, 
was  iatentionat,  waa  precluded  by  the  propositiona 
preWously  oiiade  by  this  QoTemment  to  tlut  of 
Great  Britaio,  and  which  were  before  Congress  at 


countries,  and   by  tbe   provisions  of  the  existing 
commereial  treaty  between  them. 

Actuated  by  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  con- 
vinced tbatlt  was  in  accordance  with  the  real  inten- 
tions of  Congress,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  effect  to 
the  arrangement,  by  ttsaing  the  required  proclama- 
tion, of  wUch  a  copy  la  likewise  herewith  commu- 
nicated. 

Aia)REW  JACKSON. 

Wabbihotoh,  Janaary  t,  IBSl. 

The  Ueasage  was  read,  and,  together  witli 
the  acoompaajing  documenta,  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  6,000 
oopios  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Uoose  then  a^ouraed. 

TuMDAT,  Janaar7  4. 

Thtt^  Centm. 

Ur.  Stobrs,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 

poiut«tl  on  the  PresLdeiit'B  Message  relative  to 

the  fifth  oenana,  reported  the  following  bill  r 
'  "Biit  tnaettd,  &0.  That  It  shall  and  may  he  law- 
ful for  such  of  the  astiltants  to  the  marsbsls  In  the 


espectire  Stales  and   Territories,  who  hive  not, 
■efore  the  passage  of  this  act,  made  their  respective 
rshali,  under  the  act  hereby 


amended,  to  complete  their  enamerations  and  make 
their  returns  under  tha  said  act,  at  any  time  before 
the  t  St  day  of  June,  1H81:  Providtd,  Tlut  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  to  release  such 
asnslaats  from  the  penalties  contained  in  the  act 
albresald,  nnlen  their  retains  ahall  be  made  within 
tbe  time  prescribed  in  this  act." 
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Mr.  Stobbs  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered 
to  be  engrowed  for  a  third  reading,  observing 
tbat  Uiere  were  bat  three  cues  of  fulore  to 
make  the  relnma  within  the  requisite  time  for 
which  the  bill  was  inteaded  to  provide ;  name- 
ly, from  one  conoty  in  Tennessee,  one  conntj 
in  Indiana,  and  two  of  the  wards  of  the  citj  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tenneasee,  desired  to  know 
whether  the  paasage  of  the  bill  was  intended  to 
interfere  with  the  apportionment^  at  tlie  present 
'  session,  of  the  ratio  of  representation  nnder  the 
new  censns-  because,  as  tbe  Legislature  of 
Tennessee  sits  but  once  in  two  years,  a  post^ 
ponement  of  the  appointment  would  prove  in- 
CDnvenient  to  that  State,  and  he  fonnd  that  the 
time  of  completing  the  census,  and  making  re- 
turns, was  extended  to  Jnne  next. 

Mr.  Stobbs  explained.  The  instmotions  from 
the  Department  of  State  to  the  marshals  were 
limited  to  the  Ist  of  December  for  making  their 
returns  of  the  ennmeration.  The  instruction 
WBa  such  a  one  as  no  clerk  in  the  Department 
ongLt  to  have  taken  upon  himself  to  isaae;  be- 
cause, although  the  law  itself  made  that  limita- 
tJon  the  instruction  from  the  Department,  the 
deputy  marshals  would  probably  not  have  dis- 
continued the  enumeration,  as  appears  to  have 
been  the  case,  when  it  was  discovered  that  it 
could  not  be  completed  within  the  precise  time 
fixed  by  the  act  Having  been  informed  by 
the  clerk  in  the  Department  bavinz  ohai^  of 
the  bnaiuesa,  that  no  return  would  Be  received 
otter  the  1st  of  December,  the  deputy  marshals 
hod  ceased  the  enumeration  at  that  time;  so 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  must  now  have  time 
to  communicate  with  those  marshals  before  they 
will  resume  the  enumeration.  In  r^ard  to  the 
opportionment  of  repreaentation  nnder  the  new 
census,  this  bill  ought  not  to  interfere  with  or 
delay  that  otyect  at  all.  In  1820,  the  returns 
were  not  entirely  complete,  yet  the  appoint- 
ment was  fixed,  so  far  as  the  returns  were  re- 
ceived ;  and  afterwards,  when  the  additional 
returns  from  Alabama  came  in,  a  supplemental 
law  gave  that  State  the  benefit  of  it.  Mr.  S. 
said  ne  shonld,  in  a  very  few  days,  move  to  take 
up  the  apportionment  bill,  which  should  be 

Sassed  at  an  early  day,  or  the  delay  might  pro- 
nce  to  some  of  the  States  the  inconvenience 
of  an  extra  session  of  tbeir  Legislature,  to 
arrange  their  repreeentation  nnder  the  new  ap- 
portionment, . 

Mr.  WatTTLBBBT  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
hill  the  following  words :  "  unless  their  retnras 
shall  be  made  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
this  act ;"  but  the  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Stobbs,  and  was  negatived. 

On  motjon  of  Mr.  Bailsy,  the  following  ad- 
ditional proviso  was  added  to  tbe  bill : 

"And  proviJtd further,  Th»t  no  person  be  in- 
cluded in  tfaa  retucua  mode  under  tbe  present  act, 
unless  such  persons  iboll  have  been  inhsbiCanls  of 
the  ^stricts  of  which  such  returns  shall  be  made  on 
the  Ist  day  of  June,  one  thousand  ei^t  hundred 
and  thirty." 


Thns  amended  tbe  bill  was  ordered  t«  be  en- 
grossed fbr  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Baibvadfrom  Baltimore  U>  Wathtngtm^ 
The  bin  authorizing  the  construction  of  a 
later^  branch  of  tbe  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road to  the  city  of  Washington,  came  np  foe 
consideration;  when 
Mr.  Buocn  snbmitted  die  following  amend- 

810.  I.  And  U  it  auuited,  Tbat  the  ssid  ro*d 
shall  be  located  over  luch  ^und,  and  bavc  fvch 
course  and  direction,  a^  engineers,  aulhoriicd  and 
appointed  by  the  GoTeniment,  shall  detennine  and 

Bic,  2,  And  bi  it  enaelid,  Tbat  the  said  company 
shall  not  make  any  higher  charges  for  tolls  or  trsna- 
portatioQ  on  an;  part  of  the  road  to  be  conitnicted 
between  Bsldmore  and  tbe  District  of  Colombia, 
than  iffe  alloired  bylaw  for  tolli  and  transporuUon 
froni  west  to  east,  on  tbe  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rul- 
road,  except  as  aathoriied  by  the  second  •ection  of 

Sec.  8.  Aitd  be  it  tnatled.  That  unless  tbe  said 
road  between  Baltimore  end  the  Diatrict  of 
Colunibia  is  commenced  witbin  one  year  from  the 
passage  of  tfais  act,  and  finished  witbin  three  yesia 
thercaRer,  this  act,  and  all  the  privileges  which  it 


Mr.  Seioibs  eaid,  ii  be«ame  his  dnty,  aa  one 
of  the  Representatives  of  Maryland,  which  ban 
so  deep  an  interest  in  tbe  proposed  meaai^fe,  to 
make  a  fe#  brief  remarks  in  support  of  tbe 
amendment  he  bad  offered.  Not  anticipating 
that  this  bill  would  be  called  up  to-day,  sain 
he,  I  regret  that  I  have  not  had  time  for  reSeo- 
tion,  which  would  enable  me  to  do  that  Jnstioe 
to  the  BUbjeot  which  its  great  importance  de- 

Tbis  is  a  great  national  work,  one  which  is  to 
affect  the  interest  of  the  whole  United  States, 
and  therefore  demands  our  most  serious  oonsid- 
eration ;  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Congress, 
whilst  it  has  the  power,  to  bestow  tbat  atten- 
tion which  will  enable  ns  to  protect  and  pro- 


may,  in  common  cases,  be  safely  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  the  corporation  which  has  charge 
of  tiiB  ondertaking,  because  th^  private  and 
individual  interest  is,  generally  nwaking,  tbe 
surest  guaranty  of  their  fidelity ;  but  the  ease 
now  under  oonHderation  forms  an  exception  to 
this  general  rule.  The  work  in  question  is  of 
great  national  importance,  and  promisee  to  be 
one  of  the  moat  profitable  investments  of  money 
that  can  l>e  made  anywhere  in  this  country; 
whilst  many  rich  and  powerful  persons,  wi^i 
great  resources  and  infinenee,  ana  baviiig  op- 

" eng»t^m 

...  ..  ..  corporation 

which  is  to  constmct  it;  for  these  gentlemen, 
personally  and  individually,  I  have  great  re- 
spect, and  would  as  soon  confide  in  their  intog- 
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ritj  and  diffintereBtedneeB,  as  in  thoee  of  aaj 
other  company  in  esistenoe ;  bnt,  under  esist- 
},  it  becomes  the  dnty  of  Cod- 


gre»,  u  the  gnardians  of  the  public  welfare,  b 
give  mch  a  diraotion  to  the  proposed  improve- 
ment  w  will  effentiiallj  promote  the  pnblio  in- 
tereet. 

The  uaendment  I  have  oSbred,  embraoes 
three  distioet  pniporitioiu.  The  fint  is,  tbat 
the  road  ahall  be  made  in  snob  manner  and  over 
inch  gronnd,  and  in  anch  course  or  direction, 
as  en^neen  appointed  bj  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  shall  advise  and  determine. 
To  this  propOBition,  I  preanme  there  can  be  no 
objection ;  becanse  the  United  States  engineers 
have  been  lorBel?  employed  in  locating  the 
main  track  of  t£e  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
and  maf  safely  be  trusted  with  the  location  of 
this  lateral  branch,  whilst  the  peculiar  circnm- 
Maaces  of  the  case  under  consideration  render 
inch  a  provision  ini^pensably  necessary.  The 
tribonal  which  is  to  decide  on  the  location  of 
this  great  and  important  national  road,  ought 
to  be  placed  above  the  reach  and  even  above 
the  (Qspicion  of  local  feeling  and  private  ioter- 
esti,  more  especially  since  there  are  so  many 
coofiicting  and  opposing  interests  engaged  In 
die  Dudcrtaking.  Take,  for  example,  uie  Balti- 
more end  of  the  proposed  road ;  tnree  different 
roDtee  are  spoken  of,  and  all  have  powerful 
npport  from  the  individnals  whose  local  and 
private  iDterasts  are  to  be  affected  by  it. 

The  Brst  of  these  rontea,  the  one  which  is 
rapposed  to  be  the  most  direct,  will  cross  the 
PaUuteco  River  at  Elkridge  landing,  at  or  near 
Smiui's  bridge ;  the  second  will  cross  the  river 
at  the  Patterson  viaduct,  and  the  third  will  pass 
by  Ellicott'a  mills.  Which  of  these  routes 
oa|^  to  be  preferred,  I  am  unable  to  say ;  there 
ti  a  etroag  party  in  favor  of  each  one,  and,  no 
matter  wfiich  is  selected,  there  will  be  much 
"Mtisfaetion  and  oompMnt,  nnlees  the  selec- 


Biuji,  I  sQppoae,  we  may  oonrider  a  board  of 
engiseen  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
Cnited  States,  This  appears  to  be  almost  the 
only  secnnty  we  have  that  the  location  will  he 
lude  with  a  view  to  the  pnblio  good,  and  the 
paUic  good  aoly,  Agun.  let  us  look  at  the  Dis- 
trict end  of  this  road,  ana  here  we  find  the  same 
kind  of  diScolties  and  embarrassments.  Wheth- 
er the  road  will  enter  Georgetown  or  Washing- 
ton, or  at  what  point  of  either  city  it  will  enter, 
i>  a  matter  of  donbt  and  uncertainty.  There 
sre  sevt^  practicable  routes,  all  of  which  have 
their  idfooatas ;  and  at  present  it  is  nncertain 
whether  the  road  will  diverse  to  the  west,  and 
pssi  Ihrough  Anne  Arnndel  and  Montgomery 
to  Geur^town,  or  whether  the  facilities  for 
^(■nttraction  are  sncb  as  to  permit  it  to  proceed 
in  nearly  a  direct  line  to  this  city,  wnere,  in 
mj  humble  opinion,  it  ought  to  come,  if  praclJ- 
"Mis;  but  of  ooe  thing  we  are  certain,  that 
•wh  interest  will  endeavor  to  have  that  rente 
«»«ted,  which  will  beet  promote  ita  own  par- 


[H.  or  R. 

tionlar  views.  Snob,  sir,  is  the  nature  of  man, 
and  we  may  talk  as  much  as  we  please  about 
patriotism  and  disinterestedness,  hot  self-interest 
IS  the  great  moving  piineiple  which  governs 
mankind,  and  most  of  us  will  obey  ite  impulses. 
I  confess  that  I  do  not  even  pretend  to  rise 
above  this  feeling,  but,  like  other  men,  am  ani- 
ions  to  promote  wh^  I  believe  to  be  the  best 
interests  of  those  who  sent  me  here.  I  believe 
that,  on  eiamination  by  competent  persons,  the 
most  advantageouH  roote'wiU  be  found  to  pass 
through  the  very  heart  of  my  district,  and  will 
advance  the  local  interests  of  my  constituents; 
believing  this,  as  well  as  for  general  reasons  of 
a  pnblio  nature,  I  am  anxious  that  an  impartial 
and  independent  tribunal,'  which  has  no  local 
interests  or  local  feelings  to  gratify,  shall  desig- 
nate the  route ;  andif  I  amdisappuinted,  I  wUl 
most  cheerfolly  submit,  and  I  nsk  nothing  in 
making  the  same  pledge  for  those  !  represent. 
The  House  will  perceive  by  the  bill,  that  this 
road  is  also  intended  for  the  transportation  of 
the  United  States  mail ;  this  increases  the  in- 
terest of  the  Government  in  tlie  undertaking, 
and  is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment I  have  (^er^  because,  if  it  be  intended 
for  a  mail  route,  the  saving  of  a  few  miles  is  of 


The  second  proposition  is,  that  there  shall 
be  no  higher  charges  for  tolls  or  transportation 
than  are  allowed  by  law  to  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Biulroad  Company  for  toils  or  transpcvta- 
tion  from  west  to  east.  This  requires  some  ex- 
planation. By  the  charter  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  difEbrent  rates  of 
toll  are  allowed.  From  west  to  east,  they  are 
limited  to  one  oent  a  ton  per  mile  for  toll,  and 
three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  transportation ; 
while,  from  east  to  weet,  they  have  tbe  power 
to  charge  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  toll, 
and  the  same  for  transportation — making  an 
average  difference  of  fifty  per  cent.  This  was 
right  and  proper  in  the  original  charter.  The 
work  is  the  moat  splendid  and  Important  of 
any  thing  of  the  kind  of  which  we  have  any 
account,  reqniriug  great  resources  and  much 
risk,  and,  ^ler  tSl,  could  only  be  regarded  at 
the  time  as  an  experiment  of  doubtful  character. 
Under  these  discooraging  circumstances,  it  was 
necessary  to  grant  a  strong  and  liberal  charter, 
holding  forth  great  inducements  to  men  of  cap- 
it^  and  science  to  embark  in  the  enterprise; 
whilst  the  great  difficulties  to  be  encountered 
in  making  uie  road  from  Baltimo're  to  the  Ohio, 
and  the  lai^  expenditures  necessary  to  procure 
the  engines,  veoicles,  and  other  fixtures,  to 
transport  heavy  articles  up  a  continued  ascent 
over  the  mountains,  induced  the  Legialatare  of 
Maryland  to  grant  this  additional  fifty  per  cent, 
as  a  fair  remnneration  for  the  additional  trouble 
and  expense.     But  similar  ri 


exist.  The  proposed  road  will  j^ss  through 
comparatively  a  level  country.  The  expenacs 
of  coostruction  will  be  moderate,  and  the  ne- 


eauly  and  cheaply  ohtamed ;    tiierefore,  the 
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lowest  rate  of  tolla  and  tranaporUtioD  allowed 
to  the  Bammore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Oompany 
will  be  an  ample  remimeratioa  for-  the  money 
and  labor  expended,  and  will  render  this  the 
most  Taloable  inveetment  now  to  be  made  in 
the  United  StaUa.  The  tTavelling  on  this  ronte 
is  already  immense ;  and  when  the  Oheeajieake 
and  Ohio  Canal  is  completed,  and  this  District 
filled  with  a  ^pnlatioii  probably  greater  Uian 
that  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  travel  and 
transportation  will  sb  greatly  increase,  that 
I  Icnow  of  no  improvement  of  the  kind  that  ii 
likely  to  prove  so  valaable  to  the  proprietors. 

The  third  proposition  which  I  have  sabmit- 
ted,  directs  the  time  when  the  road  shall 
mence  and  be  completed;  and  provides  that  all 
the  rights  and  privil^ea  conferred  by  this  bill 
shall  be  forfeited  hy  non-compliance.  It  may 
appear  ratber  invidions  to  place  the  company 
nnder  this  restriction,  and  I  wonld  not  do  so, 
tf  I  did  not  believe  that  snob  aconrse  is  strictly 
correct,  and  not  only  correct  bnt  due  t«  the 
best  interests  of  the  oonntry. 

This  contemplated  road  is  a  great  pnblio  high- 
way, of  importance  to  the  whole  coootry,  and 
ought  to  be  consCrncted  as  soon  as  posdble  for 
the  public  convenience ;  at  the  some  time,  it 
holds  forth  great  advantages  to  the  proprietors. 
It  is  right  and  proper  that  the  Butimore  and 
Ohio  I^lroad  Company  shonld  have  the  power 
to  construct  it  if  they  please.  They  are  the 
pioneers  in  this  volnable  species  of  internal  im- 
provement, which  is  likely  to  produce  an  entire 
change  in  onr  internal  commerce,  and  even  to 
clumge  the  face  of  the  interior  of  the  whole 
country.  Their  publio  spirit  and  enterprise  have 
seldom  if  ever  been  equalled,  and  never  sur- 

Siassed ;  and  they  have  embarked  their  private 
ortuues  to  a  very  larf^  amount,  in  what  at  the 
time  was  considered  but  at  best  a  donbtftil  ex- 
periment ;  and  they  have  zealously  and  ably 
pushed  forward  this  great  work,  till  sncoess  is 
nolonger  doubtful;  bnt  although  it  will  prove  a 
blessing  to  the  conntry  at  large,  such  have  been 
the  almost  insnrmonntabledimculties  tfaeybave 
bad  to  contend  with,  and  so  great  the  expendi- 
ture of  money,  which  is  nsoally  the  esse  with 
a  first  nndertaking,  that  it  is  donbtfnl  whether 
it  will  prove  profitable  to  the  stockholders. 
For  these  reasons,  sir,  when  we  sre  now  aboat 
to  constmct  an  addition  to  this  great  work,  we 
ought,  as  liberal  and  generous  representatives 
of  the  nation,  to  confer  the  power  on  the  same 
company,  who  have  acted  as  pioneers  in  the 
great  nndertaking,  in  order  that  the  certain 
profits  which  will  arise  from  the  one  work, 
may  remunerate  any  losses  which  they  may 
suffer  by  the  other,  which,  whether  it  prove 
profitable  or  nnprofitable  to  the  Btookholders, 
will  cert^ly,  when  completed,  and  I  consider 
that  now  certain,  prove  a  national  blessing. 
Bnt  still  this  amendment  is  necessary.  Some 
nnforeseen  occurrence  may  prevent  the  con- 
etructioa  of  this  rood  by  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company ;  if  such  should  unfor- 
tnootely  prove  to  be  the  case,  we  ought  to  ra- 1 


serve  the  power,  and,  after  a  leasMiable  tim^ 
confer  the  same  privilegee  on  some  other  «mi- 
pany,  that  will  speedily  construct  the  work; 
and  there  is  no  danger,  even  if  it  becomes  ne- 
oesBory  for  the  L^iSatnre  to  create  a  new  cor- 
poration for  the  purpose,  bat  that  the  whola 
subscription  can,  at  any  time,  be  ohtuned  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  twenty-four  hoora. 
Money  ischeap  and  plenty — it  is  diScolt  to  find 
profitable  iovestmenta,  and  this  scheme,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  promises  to  be  very  profita- 
ble, and  will  be  esgerly  sought  ofW. 

Anay  <^  Ocld. 

Mr.  Cabsos  offered  a  resolution  providing  that 
a  committee  be  appoiDt«d  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  on  assay  office  in  the 
gold  re^ons  of  North  Cvolino. 

Mr.  FosTSB  suggested  that  Georgia  also  thonld 
be  added  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Cassor  said  perhaps  it  wonld  be  better 
to  say  "  the  g<dd  regions  In  the  Sonth." 

Mr.  Eazsss  thonght  that  rather  too  exten- 
ve  a  range. 

Mr.  BuiB,  of  Sonth  Oaroltna.    Ve  can  find 

little  gold  in  onr  State.  Suppose  we  add 
South  Cuvlina  too. 

The  resolution  was  finally  adopted,  with  the 
terms,  "  gold  regions  of  the  South  i"  and  the 
number  of  the  committee  directed  to  be  fire. 

~~  lal  order  of  the  day  having  been  an- 


Mr.  Vbrpianok  moved  that  they  be  post- 
poned, with  a  view  of  going  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  take 
up  certain  appropriation  hills,  which  it  was  of 
importonoe  to  pass. 

WBDmsoAT,  January  S. 

Ur.  Tttoexb  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  he  intended  to  offer  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  joint  resolntion  reported  by  Mr. 
UoDumK,  to  amend  the  Coostitntion  of  the 
United  Stetes,  when  that  resolution  sball  come 
np  for  consideration : 

Retolmd,  That  no  person  «h«  shsll  hereafter  be 
elected  President  of  the  Uidted  Butes,  and  who 
tbaJl  accept  the  aune,  or  eierdse  the  powen  theie> 
of,  ihsll  be  soain  eligible  U  s^d  office. 

Satalttd,  "HmI  any  person  who  ehall  be  elected 
President  of  the  United  Sutea  after  the  4th  day  (tf 
March,  18S8,  ihall  bold  his  office  for  die  term  cf 

Pay  of  Member*  of  th»  Sinas. 
ib.  Chiltok,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the 
following  resolntion : 

Raoivtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Ki- 
pendicnres  be  instructed  to  [nquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  adopting  Eome  regulation  by  which  mem- 
bers of  each  branch  of  toe  National  Legitfature 
■hall  receive  the  allovince  of  eight  doUara  per  day 
only  for  the  number  of  days  oC  each  eesdon  on 
which  they  shall  have  been  in  actual  altendaDce 
upon  the  service  of  thu  House  to  which  they  may 
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Ur.  WtLLUJfB,  of  NoHli  Carolina,  inquired 
whether  the  rale  proposed  to  be  adopted  b^  the 
nsolve  was  not  the  aame  aa  that  which  is  al- 
readj  in  operation  ? 

The  Sfuxsb  aeli.  that  when  a  member  of  tb« 
Bouse  if  absent  on  leave,  hia  attendaooe  ceasea 
to  be  charged.  When  members  are  absent 
withoat  leare^  no  accoont  b  taken  of  sneh 
ilieeDce,  every  member  being  presamed  to  be 

traaent  nnlcflH  absent  f^m  dckness  or  on  leave. 
Ijtheseventj-thirdraleit  ia  made  the  dot;  of 
the  Coiiimitt«e  of  Accounts,  and  not  of  the 
Speaker,  to  audit  the  acconnta  of  the  members 
for  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Govem- 
moit,  and  their  attendance  in  the  Honse. 

Mr.  CiBSOS,  of  North  Carolina,  inqnired  of 
the  Chur  what  would  be  the  precise  effect  of 
the  resolntiou,  if  passed  t 

The  Spuxbb  said,  it  proposed,  in  its  present 
ihuie,  an  inquiry  only, 

Mr.  BASBitroiB  suggested  the  propriety  of 
IVDending  the  resolution  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
present  practice  of  withholding  pay  from  ench 
UHmbers  as  are  absent  on  leave. 

Ur.  VsiTTLEBEz  suggested  a  different  modifl- 
catioD,  by  inserting  ^tor  the  words  "  by  leave 
of  the  Hoose,"  the  words  "  on  bnsiness  of  the 

llr.  OmLTos  agreed  to  thii  modification,  ao- 
teptiog  it  as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Oabsok  wished  to  know  That  would  be 
Va  dl^ence  between  the  effect  of  this  reaoln- 
tion  and  the  existing  rale  t 

The  SpBun  said  that  each  gentleman  must 
decide  tliat  for  himself,  by  comparing  them. 

Ur.  TnoMPSON,  of  Georgia,  did  not  know  but 
that  (here  might  be  good  ground  for  the  eom- 
pliint  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky.  He  was  himself  of  opinion,  with  the 
bonarahle  mover,  that  members  ought  to  be 
ponctiUons  in  their  attendance.  To  carry  this 
principle  folly  out,  Hr.  T.  suj^ested  to  the  gen- 
tlenuu  to  amend  his  proposition  so  as  to  re- 
qnin  ail  members  who  have  absented  them- 
ielres  to  refind  whatever  compensation  they 
might  have  received  for  time  durmg  which  they 
vers  not  in  attendance.  If  the  principle  wu 
correct,  it  shonld  operate  throughout. 

Mr.  CwLTOx  said  that,  for  himself  he  felt  no 
Mrnple  in  r^ard  to  the  amendment  sugsBsted ; 
for  he  could  confidently  say  that  he  had  not 
heen  absent  from  the  House  for  a  single  day, 
Oc^  when  detained  from  it  by  sickness.  Bnt 
tbetdbject  wax,  he  repeated,  aueHcnte  one'  he 
UiaDght  his  resolution  went  far  enough.  But, 
Ef  eb«  gentleman  from  Georgia  inclined  to  go 
fvther,  he  wonld  suggest  to  his  honorable 
fnend,  in  return  for  his  su^estion,  that  he 
^ODld  move  to  amend  the  resolution  accord- 
Mr.  TnoKPeo!!  declined  to  move  any  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution. 

The  qneetioa  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 


the  leeolution,  and  decided— yeas  1S7,  naya 


Baolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pobtic  I^nda 
be  instrocted  to  Inquire  into  the  eipediencj  of  amend- 
ing the  let  of  CongreM,  passed  nl  the  last'  Marion, 
entitled  "  An  sot  for  the  relief  of  certain  officer* 
and  toldlets  of  the  Virginia  line  and  navy  of  the 
cDDtinentsl  army,  daring  tlie  revoluttonary  war,"  so 
aa  [o  change  or  alter  the  first  sectiOD,  as  not  to  require 
evideoce  aa  to  the  Una  on  which  the  resolutioD  wai^ 
rant  of  Tirginia  issued:  also,  to  amend  the  third  seo- 
tion,  BO  as  to  embrace  cases  where  warrants  have 
been  located  and  survevs  or  patents  prohibited  by 
law,  by  vhich  the  laod  is  lost  to  the  locator:     ' 


the  land  has  been  taken  by  a  prior  or  t>etter  claim : 
also,  to  provide  for  the  renewal  of  lost  or  destroyed 
oerllScates  or  scrip:  also,  to  change  the  maximum 
qoantitf  of  land  allowed  to  be  appropriated  bj  the 
nid  act  to  supply  the  claims  embraced  by  sdd  act: 
lastly,  to  ma^  soch  alterations  as  the  add  com- 
mittee  may  consider  Just  and  equitable. 

ib.  Hatbh  Bud  that  the  resolation  q)peared 
to  be  of  an  important  nature.  He  certainly 
was  in  favor  of  a  part  of  it,  and  perhaps,  on  ex- 
amination, he  shonld  be  of  the  whole.  To  ^vo 
time  for  a  proper  examination  of  the  subject, 
he  requested  the  gentleman  from  Eentucl^  to 
consent  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 

Hr.  JoHHsoH  making  no  otiJeotion,  the  reso- 
lution took  that  course. 


TuKBDAr,  January  11, 
^xoM  qf  Mililary  CadtU. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Drattok,  tt  waa 


the  United  States  HiRtar;  Academy,  than  ia 
oonualeot  with  the  ot>jects  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished ;  and,  if  so,  tbat  he  do  report  a  plan  and 
organiiatien  for  that  B<»deniy,  corresponding  with 
the  alterations  and  reductions  which  may  be  deemed 
expedient. 

The  motion  prevuled. 

Dvt/y  on  Bvnar. 

Hr.  Hatneb,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolntion ;  and  remarked  on  offering  it, 
that,  aa  the  subject  of  it  was  iuteresljog  to 
every  part  of  the  community,  he  hoped  it  wonld 
not  be  denied  the  eourtesy  of  a  consideration. 

Setolvad,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
lleans  be  iustructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  duty  on  brown  sugnr  imported  into 
the  Diiiled  States  from  foreign  couatries. 

Mr.  Rausit  inqnired  if  a  similar  resolution 
had  not  ahready  been  offbred  at  the  present  seo- 
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The  Spkakkb  replied  that  there  had  bean  00 
many  raBolutioDB  offered,  he  could  not  take  it 
upon  himself  to  answer  the  qoeBtion. 

Mr.  CosDici  demaaded  the  qoeation  of  oon- 
eideratioQ. 

Mr.  H^YNBs  asked  if  he  could  have  an  op- 
portanity  to  modify  the  reBolutioo,  before  the 
qnestioD  of  conaide  ration  was  pat. 

The  Bpbixeb  answered  in  tlie  affirmative. 

Ur.  IlAYinEs  tbea  modified  hia  motion,  to 
read  as  follows : 

WhereKs,  wlihoat  ■  considerable  diminution  of 
revenue,  the  public  dnbt  will,  in  a  ytrj  few  years, 
be  redeemed  and  discharged:  Aod  whereas  the 
end  of  republicui  govemmeat  is  the  protperity  and 
happinesB  of  the  people:  And  wherese  this  end 
canoot  be  more  cerioinlj  promoted  than  by  a  sys- 
tem of  taxatioo  which  ehall  leaie  the  largest  por- 
tion of  tbe  producU  of  labor  ia  the  pockets  of  the 
people  :  And  whereas  the  necessaries  of  life  should, 
as  far  as  pr&clicable,  be  exempted  &om  taistion  : 
And  whereuB  brown  sugar  hoa  become  an  article  of 
great  and  necessary  cotisumptioD  among  all  classes : 
And  whereas  the  present  duty  on  that  article,  im- 
ported from  fore!^  countries,  bears  an  unjust  and 
extnv^aot  propOrUon  to  the  original  cost  in  for- 
eign mirkels :  Ajid  whereas  there  is  good  reason  to 
belieTe  that  tbe  tax  collected  by  the  Ooiemment, 
upon  its  importation,  amounting  to  one  million  four 
hundred  and  ttiirty-fotir  thousand  mce  hundred  and 
siity-one  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  is  less  than  half 
the  sum  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  under 
the  operation  of  the  existing  duty,  the  quantity  man- 
ufactured in  the  United  States  within  tlie  year  1830 
having  been  otimaled  at  one  hundred  thoosaad 
hogsheads,  equal  to  one  hundred  millians  of  pounds, 
at  three  cents  per  pound,  protcc^g  duty  equal  to 
three  millions  of  dQllars— 

JUiolvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  iostrocted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieiicy  of 


On  thia  rosolation  Mr.  Consiot  demanded 
the  question  of  conaideration. 

Mr.  Mabtim  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  and  others  who  anatained  the  tariff  pol- 
icy, were  determined  to  prevent  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  he  would  suggest  that  their 
object  oonld  be  effected  by  moving  to  lay  the 
resolntion  on  the  table  and  i>rintinK  it.  That 
motion  ^onld  prevent  discnssion,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  the  Bonse  and  the  world  woold  aee 
the  nature  oad  character  of  the  resolution,  in 
&vor  of  which  they  refused  to  hear  a  aii^e 
word. 

Mr.  Denkt  renewed  the  demand  for  the 
qnestion  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Camdbblbno  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  qnestion,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House.  Being  taken,  they  stood :  yeas  69, 
naya  85. 

Mr.  IIATNE8  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  glad, 
notwithstanding  the  rule  which,  however  wise- 
ly adopted,  was  in  its  operation  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech,  that  the 
House  bad  extended  to  tlie  resolution  Jnst  of- 
ered  the  courtly  of  consideration.    He  woa 


Bagir.  [JxtniKt,  1831. 

willing  to  have  rested  the  subject  solely  cpttn 
the  resolution  &rst  offered,  andl,  but  for  the  ao- 
prehenmoQ  of  a  refusal  to  consider  it,  shoold 
not  have  modified  it  by  the  addition  of  the  pre- 
amble. Bnt,  as  the  House  had,  somewhat  ones- 
pectedly,  oflbrded  him  the  opportunity  of  pro- 
senting  a  few  observations  to  its  attentiiHi,  he 
would  not  permit  that  opportunity  to  paa* 
away  wholly  unimproved  by  him,  Wnen  he  had 
the  honor  to  bring  this  autyect  to  the  oonud-- 
eration  of  the  House  at  an  early  period  of  the 
present  session,  be  had  extended  his  propor- 
tion to  the  whole  class  of  sugars,  becaoee^ 
whether  they  b^d  been  imposed  for  the  pur 
pose  of  revenue  or  protection,  be  thought  the 
time  had  arriTed  when  the  duties  ought  to  be 
entirely  abolished.  But,  in  introducing  the  sub- 
ject thus  broadly,  he  did  not  consider  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  be  neoea- 
sarily  restricted  in  their  inquiry  to  the  mere 
question  of  repeal ;  bot  i^  in  their  wisdom,  it 
should  be  determined  that  a  partial  redaction 
of  the  duties  was  all  the  exisenoles  of  the  ooon- 
try  would  permit,  they  wonld  be  anthoriied  to 
go  BO  far  and  no  farther.  For  his  part,  he  had 
formerly  believed,  he  now  believed,  and  ever 
should  believe,  that  the  tme  end  of  Oovetn- 
ment  was  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
people ;  and  for  the  furtherance  of  this  end,  it 
was  essential  that  the  necessaries  of  life  should 
he  subjected  to  the  smallest  amoimt  of  taxation 
which  the  public  exigencies  would  permiL 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  original  nse 
of  the  article  of  sugar — if  it  was  first  a  modi- 
cine,  and  then  a  loinry — it  had  become  an  ar- 
ticle of  essential  neoessity,  as  was  proven  by 
the  estunated  consumption  of  the  present  year, 
at  one  hundred  and  fif^  millions  of  pounds. 
Nor  in  this  character  is  its  use  confined  to  any 

Krticular  or  favored  class  of  the  commanlty, 
t  runs  through  every  degree  and  condition 
in  life.  Nor  is  it  any  answer  to  this  aasertioa 
to  sdy,  that  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  revenue  has  been  derived  from 
their  consumption  within  the  years  181G  to 
1829,  inclusive.  And  here  he  would  remark, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  laws  of  the  country 
are  accessible  to  all,  it  is  important  that  the 

Siublic  mind  shoold  bia  enlightened  upon  the  ox- 
sting  tax  on  sugar.  But,  before  proceeding 
further  with  the  subject,  he  wonld  beg  leave  to 
remark,  that  how  much  soever  gentlemen  might 
aueer  at  the  proposition,  that,  under  our  system 
of  revenue,  the  taxes  are  pwd  by  the  pro- 
ducers, no  proposition  was,  to  hia  mind,  more 
clear  and  undeniable,  as  consomption  mojt 
necessarily  be  regulated  by  production.  By  an 
examination  of  the  tariff  of  181S,  and  refer- 
ence to  the  annual  reports  from  the  Treasury 
Department  upon  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  United  States,  since  that  period,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  im- 

EDrt  of  lump  and  refined  sugars  and  sugar  candy 
ad  amounted  to  prohibition ;  thus  effectually 
depriving  the  consumer  of  any  choice  what- 
soever between  the  foreign  and  domastio  arti- 
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dcA,  ITor  it  tbiB  nil ;  for  iiuiinaoh  aa  the  oon- 
■onptkHi  of  brown  mgar  among  the  poorer 
doNs  !■  mach  grettt«r  in  proportion  to  their 
jawa  tiiu  amoDg  the  woalthj,  the  tax  falls 
molt  hoTHr  npoa  tfaoM  who  are  least  able  to 
bev  it  And  nera  he  would  take  the  occasion 
to  r«ouik,  A&t,  although  he  atill  entertained 
flw  opbica,  nnder  the  infloence  of  which  his 
rcKilBlion  of  the  ISth  of  Deoember  was  of- 
ftnd,  the  advice  of  fHends,  and  the  hope  of  a 
mora  hrorable  oonsideratiou,  had  indnoed  him 
to  utTOW  that  resolntion  to  itit  present  shape. 
Bat  who  seeks  for  the  repeal  or  rednotion  of 
taieil  Not  the  receiver,  bat  the  pajer  of 
taui. 

He  regretted  that  he  had  no  Bpeciflo  infor- 
mattoD  as  to  the  price  of  augur  in  foreign  conn- 
tnei,  when  the  tariff  of  17M  was  imnoaed. 
Bat,  If  he  had  been  correoQ^  informed,  the 
fbr^gn  cost  of  brown  sngar  imported  into  this 
ematrf  at  that  period,  was  not  less  than  eight 
to  lea  cents  per  pomid.  If  this  be  trne.  It  is 
tiM  obrioiia  inferenoe  that  Government  did 
not  then  intend,  by  a  tariff  of  two  cents  per 
pound,  to  impose  a  dnty  which  should  operate 
ai  more  than  twentj  or  twentj-Sve  per  oent 
ad  valorem  on  the  original  cost  of  the  ortlcre. 
Bat,  as  the  foreign  coat  has  considerably  de- 
ofined  since  that  period,  thereby  increasing  the 
Mtation  of  the  dnty  to  such  coat,  if  the  daty 
of  ITH  bad  not  been  increased  by  the  act  of 
181B,  it  wonld  now  operate  at  the  rate  of  forty 
to  fifty  or  rixty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the 
oripnal  foreign  cost,  Bnt,  by  raising  the  dnty, 
in  18IB,  to  tbree  cents  per  pound  on  brown 
sugar,  its  ad  valorem  operation  Is  still  greater, 
beioK  not  leaa  than  one  hundred  per  cent  In 
the  duenssioa  of  this  anhject,  we  might  be  told 
(hat  the  average  price  of  sngar  had  declined 
in  eoaseqnence  of  its  manufacture  in  this  conn- 
trf,  and,  therefore,  sound  policy  reqaires  the 
ntotiananoe  of  the  present  duty.  If  gentlemen 
voold  take  the  tronble  to  Inform  themselves  on 
this  labject^  he  was  satisfied  they  would  Had 
that  snch  an  assertion  was  wholly  without 
foHodation.  For  his  part,  be  bad  been  at  some 
psiiti  to  obtmn  information,  the  result  of  which 
vsB,  thai  the  price  of  sngar  imported  into  Eng- 
Ind,  from  the  year  1811  to  18S8,  inclusive,  had 
uder^e  an  aatonishiitg  diminution,  no  part 
of  which  conld  be  ascribed  to  its  manufacture 
in  this  country.  By  a  reference  to  a  stAtistical 
work  on  the  p<n>nlation  and  rmoarces  of 
Great  Briton,  which  he  had  examined,  it 
VDDid  be  found  that  the  average  price  at 
^nwn  nigsr  imported  into  England,  in  the  for- 
iMW  year,  was  seventy-three  shillings  and  fonr 
pmee  one  farthing  the  hundred  weight,  and 
TO  th«  latter  year,  bnt  thirty-one  shillings  and 
one  farthing.  Surely  this  could  not  be  ascribed 
to  it*  manafiurtnre  here.  Nor  does  it  appear 
"^  the  price  of  either  year  depended  npon  a 
■Ihited  aapply  in  the  one,  or  an  excessive  im- 
P^naUon  in  the  other,  as  a  considerable  surplus 
*M  exported  in  each. 
And  Iwn  he  would  repeat,  snbstAiitiaUy, 
Tou  XL-W 


what  was  said  during  the  dlscnsaion  of  the 
East  India  sugar  duty  In  the  House  of  Oom-' 
mons,  in  1898,  by  the  late  Ifr.  Huaklsson,  one 
of  the  most  able  and  practical  statesmen  Eng- 
land has  ever  produced,  and  whose  death  may 
well  be  lamented  In  that  conntry  as  a  great 
pnblio  calamity,  that,  whenever  there  is  an  ex- 
cese  of  Import  over  consumption,  the  price  ot 
the  article  must  be  r^nlatea  by  tbe  markets  of 
the  world.  He  a^d,  that  a  proposition  of  ench 
obvions  truth  did  not  reqntre  the  aid  of  Ulna* 
trotion  or  argnment  from  him.  Not  only  had 
tbe  British  market  exercised  an  inflnence  on 
the  price  of  the  article,  bnt  the  French  market 
alao.  And  here  he  was  not  prepared  to  spe^ 
BO  definitely  as  to  the  price  in  France,  as  he 
bad  done  of  Enj^nd.  Nor  was  it  important 
for  him  to  do  so,  as  tbe  Inflaence  exercised  by 
tbe  French  market  on  the  price  of  sugar  origi- 
nated principally  from  the  partial  eiclnsion  of 
the  article.  It  must  be  well  known  to  every 
member  of  this  Eonee,  that,  during  the  wars 
of  the  French  revolution,  the  sngar  colonies  of 
France  were  cut  off  (torn  the  mother  country, 
and  that  although  tbe  commerce  between  those 
colonies  and  the  mother  conntry  entered  for 
several  yeani  very  largely  into  the  American 
carrying  trade,  yet  tbe  Interpolations  of  no- 
tional law.  bronght  to  operate  npon  neatrals  by 
the  prinoipal  belligerents,  at  length  destroyed 
that  trade  entlreiy.  Accustomed  to  the  use  of 
sugar,  tbe  French  people  were  not  willing  to 
forego  this  necessary  article  of  ccnsamptlon, 
and  tbeir  ingenuity  socm  furnished  a  sabstitnte 
in  the  sugar  extracted  from  the  beet.  The  enl- 
tnre  of  the  lieet,  and  the  extraction  of  sugar 
from  it,  hod  grown  to  snch  an  extent  before 
tbe  general  pacification  of  Europe  in  1816,  that 
the  Government  imposed  a  high  dnty  on  for- 
eign sugar,  for  the  protection  of  the  domestic. 
This  system  had  not  been  abandoned  since  the 
recovery  of  the  French  angar  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies.  Thus  It  was  probable  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  sngar  manufactured  in 
tb.we  colonies  was  necessarily  thrown  npon  the 
—eat  market  of  the  world. .  He  said,  if  the 
cts  and  inferences  upon  which  he  had  thrown 
himself  were  trua  and  he  did  not  think  tbey 
conld  be  SQCoessfnlly  controverted,  tbe  nrice  of 
sugar  arising  from  its  manufacture  in  this  conn- 
try, so  far  from  regulating,  had  been  regulated 
by  the  markets  of  the  world.  Bnt,  before  dis- 
missing this  branch  of  the  aubjeot,  be  woidd 
observe  that  the  price  of  sugar  in  ^e  Engliab 
market  conld  not  have  been  inflnenced  by  any 
variation  of  the  dnty,  as  that  finotuafed  be- 
tween twenty-seven  and  thirty  shillings  tbe 
hmidred  weight,  making  s  difference  of  but 
three  sbUlings  the  hundred  weight  between 
any  two  years  of  the  period  to  which  be  had 
referred.  Nor  can  it  be  donbted  that  the  high 
duty  in  Great  Britain  considerably  lessens  t£e 
amonnt  of  sugar  consumed  there,  and  particu- 
larly in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  thus  leaving  a 
mnoh  larger  qnanti^  fbr  the  mipply  of  otLer 
mai^ets,  and  ooiueqneotly  lowering  its  prio« 
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in  those  marlcete.  But  we  miEht  derive  in- 
straction  on  thU  sabject,  bj  a  refereDC«  to  the 
Treaanr;  reports  upon  the  conimerce  and  navi- 
gatioQ  of  this  oonntiy  from  1S21  to  18S9,  ia- 
olDsive.  DdtLdk  that  whole  period,  it  would 
be  fonad  that  t£e  foreign  cost  of  brown  Busar 
imported  into  the  Daited  States  had  not  vaned 
more  than  aboat  half  a  cent  per  pound,  and  that 
not  by  a  unifonnly  declining  price.  Nor  will 
it  fail  to  be  observed,  upon  an  examination  of 
the  reports  referred  to,  that  the  importation  of 
brown  Bugar  paying  duty,  was  greater  in  1B29 
than  in  1821,  and  not  muoh  leas  than  the  aver- 
age annual  importation  of  the  whole  period. 
Nor  might  it  be  improper  for  him  here  to  re- 
mark, uat  there  was  a  considerable  annual  ex- 
portation with  the  benefit  of  drawback  from 
1821  to  1829,  incloaive.  If  it  could  be  necea- 
eary  for  him  to  go  farther  to  account  for  the 
gradual  decline  in  the  price  of  sugar  throngh- 
ont  the  commercial  world  within  the  last  fif- 
teen years,  it  would  be  sufficient  ta  advert  to 
the  large  amount  of  labor  released  from  the 
j)urposeB  of  war  about  the  commencement  of 
that  period,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of 
its  valae,  in  all  the  productions  of  human  in- 
dnstry.  But,  as  the  kindness  uf  a.  friend  had 
furnished  him  with  the  means  of  doing  so  eince 
the  Dommenceroent  of  his  remarks,  he  would 
state  some  additional  facts  bearing  upon  the 
probable  causes  of  the  diminished  price  of  su- 
gar within  the  last  few  years.  He  had  broagbt 
down  tlie  price  of  sugar  imported  into  Great 
Britain  to  me  year  1838,  and  was  now  prepared 
to  trace  it  to  182B,  at  the  close  of  which  it 
was  twenty-seven  shillings  the  hundred  weight. 
Nor  was  this  occasioned  by  diminished  duty — 
the  duty  having  been  permanently  fixed  at 
twenty-seven  shillings  the  hundred  weight,  or 
one  hundred  and  twSve  pounds.  He  was  also 
prepared  to  state  ajwcifically  the  effeet  wlucb 
the  protection  afforded  in  France  to  sugar  ex- 
tracted from  the  beet  had  produced  on  the  con- 
enmptjon  of  West  India  sugar  in  that  country 
in  the  year  1827 — the  consumption  amounting, 
in  a  population  exceeding  thirty  millions,  to  no 
more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  millions 
of  pounds.  But,  when  we  consider  that  the 
whole  ^Dsomptdon  of  sngar  in  France  and  the 
British  Empire  in  Europe,  equals  six  hnndred 
milliona  of  pounds  annually,  (the  consumption 
of  England  alone,  in  1828,  having  been  estimat- 
ed by  Mr.  Huskisson  at  three  hundred  and  sixty 
millions,)  and  reflect  on  the  immense  additional 
qnantity  necessary  to  supply  all  the  countries 
of  the  world  which  consume  the  article,  it  must 
be  manifest  that  its  manufacture  in  the  United 
States  eierciaes  a  very  iuaenaible,  if  any,  influ- 
ence on  its  price  either  at  home  or  abroad. 
But  oar  own  commercial  history  furnishes  an 
instance  of  the  decline  in  the  price  of  brown 
sugar  within  a  few  years,  as  remarkable  as  any 
that  has  been  mentioned,  and  that,  too,  without 
any  possible  reference  to  its  manufacture  in  this 
country.  If  gentlemen  will  examine  the  prices 
current  of  Phdadelpliia  for  the  years  18M  to 


ISOT,  inolnuve,  they  will  find  that,  from.  JoDO 
of  the  former  to  the  same  month  d  the  latt^ 
year,  the  price  declined  from  twelve  and  ma 
half,  to  nine  cents  per  pound,  and  that,  too,  at 
a  period  when  our  foreign  relations  with  the 
most  powerful  maritime  nation  in  the  irorld 
threatened  serious  interruption  to  oar  foreign 
trade,  and  ooneeqnentiy  a  aiminished  import  of 
sugar.  He  said,  that  a  strong  additional  argo- 
meut  against  the  presumption  that  the  price  of 
brown  sugar  in  other  coontriea  had  been  infln- 
enced  by  the  manufacture  of  that  article  in 
this,  was,  that  the  price  of  white  clayed  mtgar, 
an  article  not  of  American  monuikctnre,  hiM 
experienced  a  corresponding  decline.  He  ixMd 
ascertained  by  an  examination  of  the  Philadel- 
phia prices  current,  from  1803  to  1807,  inda- 
sire,  that,  in  the  former  year,  this  article  waa 
quoted  in  that  market  at  seventeen  and  oae- 
bolf  cents  per  pound,  and  in  the  latter  at  but 
thirteen  ana  one-half,  a  difference  of  fonr  oeota 
per  pound  in  the  short  period  of  four  yeanL 
And  although  be  hod  no  means  of  ascertuning 
the  cost  in  the  foreign  market,  it  could  not  bat 
be  presumed  to  have  been  considerably  higher 
than  the  average  of  the  six  years  ending  with 
1S29,  within  which,  notwithstanding  there  was 
some  variation  in  the  prices  of  different  yean, 
he  did  not  believe  the  average  wonld  be  foand 
to  exceed  seven  and  one-half  cents  per  poond. 
As  the  operation  of  a  port  of  the  system  of 
duties  on  sugars,  he  would  state  what  he  had 
no  doubt  was  true,  that  in  some  instances  much 
more  drawback  hod  been  allowed  on  the  ex- 
portation of  refined  sugar  than  the  duty  pre- 
viously paid  on  the  raw  aogar  from  wbi&h  it 
was  made.  In  fact,  that  the  article  alluded  to 
as  thus  receiving  drawback,  was  not  worth  the 
average  price  of  brown  sugar,  and  that  little, 
if  any,  loss  of  qnantity  had  probably  been  sna- 
t^ned  by  converting  the  one  into  the  other. 
This,  he  said,  he  understood,  had  nndergone  ja- 
dicLei  investigation,  and  the  oourt  had  been 
compelled  to  decide  that  the  article  came  with- 
in the  technical  meaning  of  refined  sugar,  un- 
der the  law.  But,  although  this  was  An  abns«s 
he  would  not  leave  the  Butfject  wilhont  a  pass- 
ing notice  of  the  protection  afforded  to  ootut 
Jidi  refiners  of  sugar  in  this  country.  By  the 
tariff  of  I81G,  the  duty  on  refined  sugar  im- 
ported into  this  country  is  twelve  cents  per 
pound.  Ha  believed  that  one  hundred  and 
seventy  pounds  of  raw  sugar  were  geaerally 
estimatea  as  equal  to,  or  sufficient  for,  the  man- 
ufacture of  one  hundred  pounds  of  refined. 

He  did  not  know  precisely  how  it  was  esti- 
mated in  this  country.  He  knew  that  this  was 
considered  to  be  the  standard  in  Gr«at  Britain, 
and,  as  he  understood  five  cents  per  pound  to 
be  the  drawback  allowed  on  the  exportation  of 
American  refined  sugar,  presumed  the  English 
and  American  standard  md  not  materially  vary. 
What,  then,  said  he„iB  the  consequence  ?  That 
the  refiner  of  sugar  in  this  oountry  reoeivea  a 
drawback  to  the  whole  amount  of  duty  on 
what  he  exports,  and  a  proteoting  dntj  of 
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nren  eent«  tb«  pound  od  oU  that  is  coiunmed 
ID  Ibe  eoantrj.  He  did  not  pretend  to  know 
whtf  U  the  cost  of  refining,  bat,  to  hie  mind, 
the  tu  »ppe*red  to  be  enormoodj  dispropor- 
tianed  to  the  Talne  of  the  article  upon  wnich 
it  is  laid.  But,  in  discussing  this  sabject,  it  ia 
BMenarj  thkt  we  consider  its  inflnenoe  apoa 
Mnoe  of  the  TsrionB  and  important  fnteresta  of 
the  mimtry.  We  have  been  told  by  the  Sec- 
retuy  of  tho  Treesarj,  in  hb  annaal  report 
upon  the  financee,  th^  the  navigation  of  the 
eomitrf  b  in'  a  most  lanj^nisbing  condition. 
This  mnst  be  nwoifeat,  if  vo  loolc  at  the  dimin- 
idicd  rahM  of  our  exports  and  imports  within 
tlM  last  five  years.  If  he  was  not  mistaken, 
thongh  be  had  not  very  reofntly  examined  the 
nbject,  he  believed  that  both  exports  and  Im- 
pints  had  deetined  in  annual  valne  within  that 
period,  abont  thir^  millions  of  dollars  each. 
He  said,  ahhough  for  his  part,  he  had  no  donbt 
the  evil  JDSt  adverted  to  hwl  a  mnch  deeper 
Tori,  he  was  prepared  to  believe,  and  did  oe- 
Kere,  that  a  doe  ppoportioa  of  the  depression 
mtder  which  American  navigation  now  lan- 
pnsbes,  may  bo  justly  attributed  to  the  restrio- 
tiofi  impoaed  by  the  eiristjag  dnty  on  Bngar, 
upon  our  interoonrBO  with  sngor-making  oonn- 
triei ;  and  for  evidence  of  the  partial  effects  of 
Aese  reitrietioiiB  on  Americaii  trade  and  navi- 
gation, he  woidd  refer  gentlemen  to  the  cor- 
Kspondenoe  between  General  Yon  Bcholten, 
Uw  tpedal  minister  fVom  Denmark,  and  the 
Btmtarf  of  Btate,  which  hod  lately  been  com- 
minicatcd  by  the  President  to  Congress,  and 
printed  by  order  of  the  Honse.  He  had  not 
ttonbled  the  Honse  with  the  inquiry  whether 
tiK  dnty  imposed  by  the  act  of  1816  was  in- 
tended for  revenne  or  protection,  or  partly  fbr 
botb.  This  was  nnnecessary,  as  he  had  ex- 
posed the  opinion  at  the  outset,  that  whether 
deagned  for  the  one  or  the  other,  repeal  or  re- 
ineiion  wai  now  necessary.  In  investigating 
die  effect  of  this  dnty  on  American  navigation, 
!»  had  looked  over  n  part  of  the  annaal  report 
on  commerce  and  namgation  for  the  year  1639, 
ler  the  pnrpose  of  ascertwning  the  trae  state 
of  the  matter.  TJpoH  a  carefol  examination,  he 
h»d  foond,  that,  althongh  onr  exports  for  that 
!tw  to  theBwedish,  Danish,  Dntcb,  British,  and 
French  West  Indies,  British  American  colonies, 
Cuba,  other  Spanish  colonies,  Brazil,  and  the 
Wat  Ifidiee  generally,  amonnted  to  fifteen  mil- 
lion three  hnndred  and  two  thonsanduid  eighteen 
Mk%  yet  the  imports  amounted  to  no  more 
ttai  twelve  million  ux  hnndred  and  seventy- 
^r  thoniaDd  three  hundred  and  forty-two  dol- 
lars, ehowing  an  excess  of  exports  over  imports 
of  two  miUioD  six  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
"KiBwod  eight  hnndred  and  seventy-six  dollars. 
Ailhe  value  of  the  exports  was  estimated  in  the 
liome  market,  and  of  imports  in  the  foreign,  it. 
u  difficult  to  reconcile  the  excess  of  the  former 
oter  the  latter,  npon  any  Tit^nolplB  consistent 
>ith  profitable  trade.  Bnt  the  subject  seems  to 
pf*wrt  farther  illnstration  when  we  compare 
the  amotint  of  tonnage  engaged  in.  *hi"  bnu- 


Sagar.  [H.  W  R. 

neas,  which  entered  and  departed  within  the 
same  period.  This  comparison  shows  an  ex- 
cess of  seventy  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty  tons  of  shipping  departed,  over  that 
which  entered  dnring  that  year.  Ee  hod  not 
attempted  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  foreign 
tonnage  engaged  in  this  trade  within  the  period 
under  consideration,  but  did  not  believe  it 
would  materially  vary  the  result.  BaL  if  we 
include  the  tnAe  with  Uayti,  which  shows  a 
considerable  balimce  of  imports  over  exports, 
it  will  reduce  the  general  balance  ag^nst  us  to 
bat  little  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 
He  said,  further  comment  on  this  suMeot  could 
not  be  necessary.  And  here  he  sua  be  could 
bat  regret  that  the  information  called  for  by  an 
hoQoraUe  member  from  North  Carolina,  QSr. 
OoNNER,)  at  t!ie  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
that  which  had  been  called  for  by  a  resolution 
which  was  offered  by  himself  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present,  had  not  yet  been 
received  from  the  Treasury  department.  And 
although  he  came  not  here  as  the  eulogist  of 
any  man.  It  would  become  him  to  say,  that  if 
the  information  sought  for  by  the  resolutions  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  hod  been  within  the 
power  of  the  able  and  cUIigent  head  of  that  de- 
partment, he  had  no  doubt  it  would,  before 
now,  have  been  commnnicated  to  this  House. 
He  regretted  the  absence  of  this  information, 
particnlarly  as  we  are  without  any  specific  datA 
upon  whidi  to  estimate  the  omonnt  of  capital 
employed  in  the  culture  of  the  cane  and  the 
manufacture  of  sngar  in  this  country,  and  the 
annual  profit  which  it  affords.  It  has  been 
stated  that  the  quantity  manufactored  in  thia 
country  in  the  veor  1880  amounts  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  hogsheads,  or  one  hundred  nul- 
lioos  of  pounds.  Assaming  the  amount  im- 
ported tn  18S9  as  the  standard  of  importation 
of  18S0,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
the  consumption  of  the  present  year  cannot  fall 
short  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 

Sounds.  If  thia  estimate  be  correct,  it  is  not 
ifficult  to  arrive  at  the  amount  of  contribution 
levied  upon  the  whole  mass  of  consumers  by 
the  operation  of  the  present  unequal  and  raoet 
burdensome  tax  on  this  article.  In  his  view 
of  the  subject,  there  was  no  doubt  the  consiun- 
ers  were  taxed  at  the  rata  of  three  cents  per 

Cound  upon  the  whole  eonsnmption  of  one 
nndred  and  fifty  millions,  makina  an  abro- 
gate of  four  millions  and  a  half  or  dollars  for 
the  present  year;  thus  aho wing  that  this  tax 
which  carries  into  the  Treasury  but  one  mil- 
licffl  and  a  half  of  dollars,  puts  the  sum  of  three 
millions  into  the  pockets  of  the  American 
manufacturers  of  brown  sugar.  If  he  shonld 
be  asked  how  he  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  he 
would  answer,  that  he  hod  been  informed,  and 
did  not  believe  the  foot  could  be  controverted 
that  the  difierence  between  the  short  price  and 
the  long  price  of  sngar  in  our  greatest  commer- 
cial city,  was  precisely  the  amount  of  the  duty 
of  three  cents  per  ponnd, 
Aa  tus  remarka  nilghtf  perchance,  attroot  tbo 
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notice  of  other  ejw  thui  those  of  oommeroUl  i 
men,  he  would  state,  that  the  short  price  wu 
the  price  without  the  datj,  and  the  long  price 
the  price  inolading  the  duty.  Bo  tha^  as  no  j 
foreign  sugar  regiuarlj  imported  can  be  con- ; 
Bomed  in  the  couotrj  without  pajiog  the  long  | 
price,  the  dat;  is  neoesssrilj  paid  nu  all  so  oon- 
snmM.  It  might  be  oljeoted,  that  domestio 
Bogar  is  lower  in  the  market  of  New  Orleans 
thaa  the  average  prioe  of  foreign  augar  in  the 
Atlantic  citiw  on  which  datiea  has  been  pud : 
bnt  he  apprehended  no  esaenttal  difierence  will 
be  fonna  between  the  prices  of  the  foreign  and 
domestio  articles  in  the  Atlantic  cities  above 
r»ferred  to.  And  he  has  been  informed,  and 
believes,  that  foreign  sugar  at  the  short  price, 
or  dntf  off,  can,  at  the  present  moment,  be 
booght  at  a  oooaiderablj  lower  price  in  onr 
Korthem  markets,  than  the  domestio  in  the 
market  of  New  Orleans.  If  this  bo  the  fact, 
would  not  the  article,  if  the  dntj  ehonid  be 
materiallv  reduced,  oome  as  oheaplj  from  the 
West  Indies,  tyr,  indeed,  more  eo,  than  from 
New  Orleans )  Bnt,  in  the  remarks  which  he 
ttad  submitted  upon  the  sabjeot  aa  connected 
with  the  navigation  of  the  country,  he  had  not 
adverted  to  the  recent  recovery  of  the  direct 
trade  with  the  British  West  India  Islands.  He 
oonld  not  speak  adrisedlj  on  the  snbject,  bnt 
bad  an  doubt  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  brown 
sugar  wonld  have  a  most  salntary  influence  on 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  acquis!- 


that  reduction  as  likely  to  destroy,  or  esaentiol- 
Ij  diminisli,  the  manufaotnre  of  brown  Bnf>ar 
in  this  country.  The  enormous  profits  which 
he  believed  were  now  reaped  by  persons  en- 
gaged kk  this  numofootnre,  might  well  bear 
some  reduction — and,  when  we  oonaider  the 
langnishing  condition  of  other  agricultural  pur- 
suits, ought  to  be  made  to  bear  it.  What  is  the 
general  condition  of  egricnlture  thronghoot  the 
oonntrj,  it  is  not  necessary  to  state,  nor  the 
large  portion  of  our  peonle  who  derive  their 
sabaistenoe  from  its  oaro  earnings.  He  must 
agtun  express  his  regret  for  the  want  of  more 

rific  information  on  tiie  aabject.  In  the 
noe  of  soch  Information,  be  mnst  rely  upon 
an  estimate  of  the  sum  neoeasary  to  purchase 
and  supply  with  the  necessary  stock,  maohin- 
erf,  aod  subsist  eaoe  for  one  year,  a  plantation 
for  foxtf  hands,  and  the  probable  prodnct  of 
their  labor,  as  a  standard  ot  the  profits  of  this 
pursuit.  The  estimat«  he  would  first  offer  was 
one  said  to  have  been  mode  by  an  individual 
who  has  had  some  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  business  as  conducted  in  one  of  the  sugar 
colonies  of  France.  He  said  be  did  not  intend 
to  relj  solely  on  this  estimate ;  hat,  after  pre- 
sentingit,  he  would  offer  others  to  the  notice 
of  the  House,  which,  he  was  pnrsuoded,  would 
be  found  not  to  present  a  picture  too  favorable 
to  the  roauDfactiirer  of  brown  sugar  in  this  ooun- 
trj.    The  estimate  to  whioh  he  bad  referred 


puts  down  the  sixty  hands  at  an  average  of 
three  bnndred  dollar^  making  an  agsrMate  of 
eighteen  thousand  dulfars.  Ftvehniiorea  acres 
of  land  at  ten  dollars  per  acre,  five  thousand 
dollars ;  dwelling,  negro,  and  other  houM^ 
works,  tools,  steam  eng^ea,  &c.,  at  twenty- 
three  thousand  dollars;  one  year's  aubrarteoce. 
Including  Incidental  eipenses,  at  fbnr  thousand 
dollars— making  a  total  of  fifty  thooaand  doUan. 
Taking  the  quantitjr  of  land  cultivated  in  cans 
at  three  bnndred  acres,  and  the  average  product 
of  sugar  at  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pooods 
per  acre,  will  be  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thonsana  jraunds.  The  quantity  of  molasses  st 
eighty-four  gallons  per  acre,  wdl  be  three  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  of  nolss- 
ses.  Estimating  the  sugar  at  five  centi  the 
pound,  and  the  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  the 
gallon,  the  gross  revenue  will  be  twenty-two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  from  which  de- 
duct three  thoueand  dollars  for  jeariy  expensti^ 
and  it  will  leave,  of  net  income,  nineteen  tbon- 
SBod  five  hundred  dollars,  or  about  thirty-nine 
per  cent,  upon  Ute  whole  iaveatment.  jfr.  H. 
aoid,  although  the  estimated  average  value  ot 
slaves  in  other  States  might  seem  to  Justify  th« 
average  assumed  for  the  gang  of  axty.  yet,  sa 
the  estimate  might,  by  some,  be  considerad  toe 
low  for  Louisiana,  he  would  odd  ten  thousand 
dollars  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  establish- 
ment; and  then,  assuming  the  same  annus]  pro- 
duct from  it,  if  he  had  made  no  mistake  in  lbs 
(calculation  tiie  net  profit  wonld  exceed  thirty- 
two  per  oent.  Bnt  suppose  we  set  down  the 
capital  invested  at  one  nnndred  thonsand  dol- 
lars, instead  of  fifty,  and  calculate  upon  th« 
same  product,  the  profit  will  be  near  twenty 
per  cent. ;  and  if  we  add  half  a  cent  per  poond 
to  the  estimated  value  of  the  sugar,  (and  he  tad 
been  informed  that  the  last  advices  fVom  liew 
Orleans  placed  it  at  that  sam,)  the  profit,  takinf 
the  whole  cost  of  the  eetabliahment  at  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  wonld  exceed  twenty 
per  centum  per  annum.  But,  suppose  the  me- 
dium sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  be 
taken  as  the  cost  of  the  plantation,  hands,  &e^ 
and  estimate  the  prodnct  at  four  thonttod 
pounds  to  the  hand,  and  he  would  veutnre  the 
decided  opinion  that  the  hands  actually  em- 
ployed do  not  fall  below  that  average,  esmnat- 
log  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
of  sngar  at  five  and  a  half  cents  per  pound, 
twenty  thousand  one  bnndred  and  sixty  gallons 
of  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  and  Iba 
result  is  the  gross  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  tvo 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars,  which,  allow- 
ing  four  tliousond  twohnndredandtwentf-fotir 
dtulars  for  annual  expenses,  leaves  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars  clear  profit,  or  sixteen  per  cent. 
per  annum. 

Where  is  the  agricnltnrist,  enng^  <"  ^^7 
other  branch  of  this  widely  diversified  pursuit, 
who  realises  one-third  of  this  profit  from  the 
capital  and  labor  which  he  employ*  t  Surely 
not  tike  grtdo  grower,  of  whose  limited  market 
and  scanty  prwfita  we  have  heard  aonmdi;  and 
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u  Mtrelj  not  the  tobacco  or  ootton  grower, 
irlia,  with  to  muah  difflcul^  brin^  the  two 
■ides  of  the  legor  to  meet.  He  uid  ao  bod  no 
practical  infunnatioD  on  this  subject,  bat,  from 
whst^  bad  hperd  upoa  aathont/,  he  did  not 

Ciioa  two  thonsaud  pounds  of  sugar  bad 
nuaafactilred  from  aa  acre  of  cane,  in  one 
of  the  southern  eonnties  of  Georgia,  and  be  had 
nnderatood  that  a  like  qaantitj  hod  t>een  mana- 
tictured  by  some  individnal  in  Florida,  sinoe 
the  commencement  of  the  present  winter.  But 
wbf  go  fnrtlier  into  detail  on  this  suhject  I  If 
hbc^olations  were  to  lie  relied  on,  and  be  had 
little  doabt  that  some  one  of  them  might  be, 
tlie  result  is,  that  the  manufacture  of  brown 
sngsr  can  be  profitably  prosecuted  in  this  ooan- 
trj'  without  Uie  aid  of  a  protecting  datj. 

Bnt  let  OB  view  the  sabject  sranawhat  more 
la  the  aggr^ate.  If  one  thonsand  poands  of 
EOgsT  to  Uie  acre  be  a  fair  average,  and,  if  it 
Tsries  from  the  troth,  he  believed  it  was  below 
it;  and  if  a  band  can  manage  five  acres,  and 
he  believed,  from  his  general  knowledge  of 
Bonthem  agricolture  in  relation  to  articles  re- 
quiring eimilar  colli vation  to  the  sugar  cane,  he 
can  do  sa  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  Uiat  the 
kad  cultivHtad  in  cane  doea  not  exceed,  and 
probably  falls  below,  one  hundred  thousand 
teres,  and  the  bands  coItivatiiiK  it  caonot  ei- 
«ed  twenty-five,  and  probably  do  not  number 
more  than  twenty  thousand.  Taking  then  the 
whole  product  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty. 
It  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and 
ihe  molasses  be  should  not  estimat«,  because  he 
had  understood  it  would  cover  the  annual  ei- 
peoMS  of  the  plantation  on  which  it  was  made, 
It  least,  the  expenses  of  cnltivation — and  the 
nine  of  the  sngar  amounts  to  five  millions  and 
ahalf  of  dollars  at  New  Orleans,  and  probably 
two  miliiona,  or  two  and  a  huf  more  before 
it  gets  into  tlie  general  consumption  of  the 
Mnatry.  If  we  divide  the  five  millions  and  a 
hilf  between  twenty  thousand  bands,  the  dia- 
ttibntive  amount  to  each  is  two  hundred  and 
Kcenty-five  dollars.  If  a  like  distribntion  be 
nude  between  twenty-Bve  thonsondjit  is  two 
buidred  and  twenty  dollars  each.  Then  is  it 
jut,  Is  it  reoBonabte,  that  the  whole  agricolture 
of  the  country  should  be  bnrthened  by  a  tax 
ot  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  t — for  if 
tlie  million  and  a  half  now  received  as  revenue 
<aa  be  dispensed  with,  and  by  its  rep««l  the 
coDDtry  would  be  relieved  from  an  aaditional 
1«T7  of  three  millions  now  paid  to  tbe  sugar 
muututurera,  the  whole  tax  may  now  be  con- 
^^»ni  as  operating  for  their  benefit — that  the 
liaadg  employed  in  manufacturing  brown  sugar 
in  this  eoontry  may  earn  for  their  employers 
Uia  aanoal  retam  of  from  two  hundred  and 
twentj  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
(ot  Ihe  labor  of  each,  exclusive  of  the  value  of 
moluseg.  Shall  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
'■andi  employed  throughout  onr  wide-spread 
WaDtry  in  raising  grain,  tobacco,  cotton,  and 
other  agricoltnral  products,  be  taxed  four  mil- 
liuu  tad  a  half  of  dollu«,  to  enable  twenty  or 
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twenty-five  thousand  to  onltivato  from  eighty 
to  one  hnndred  tbonaand  acres  of  land,  at  a  profit 
of  from  sixteen  to  near  forty  per  centnm  per 
annnm !  Sorely  JnslJoe  forbids  it.  But  some 
advocate  for  continuing  the  duty  might  say, 
that  the  sngar  culture  cannot  be  profitably  car- 
ried on  without  it.  If  be  believed  this  to  be 
the  case,  which  he  most  certainly  did  not,  he, 
for  one,  shonld  say  it  was  high  time  the  culture 
was  abandoned. 

Ur.  H.  said,  that,  among  the  motives  which 
had  urged  him  to  bring  this  snl^ect  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  there  was  one,  which, 
althoDgh  it  had  been  omitted  at  the  outset  of 
his  observations,  it  might  not  be  immaterial  to 
mention.  He  came  from  a  Stato  which  might 
be  considered  by  some  as  having  an  intoreet  in 
the  continnance  of  this  duty— a  Stato  which,  at 
she  had  gone  into  the  revolutionary  contest  in 
defence  of  principle,  was  ready  to  munt«n  it 
now.  Yes,  mr,  it  was  for  principle  that  Geor- 
gia made  common' cause  with  the  oppreased  of 
other  colonies,  in  that  dark  boar  tbrough  whidi 
the  sun  of  independence  has  risen  on  this  con- 
tinent. As  one  of  her  representatives.  I  came 
here  upon  all  snbjects  connected  with  tjie  tariff 
with  clean  hands.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not  be 
her  true  representotive.  Bat,  sir,  I  did  not  in- 
troduce this  sabject  alone  for  the  purpose  of 
addressing  this  Honse.  I  know  not  that  any 
fact  or  argument  which  I  could  offer  to  its  con- 
sideration, would  have  the  smallest  inflaenoe 
upon  the  decision  of  the  qnestion  now  before  it. 
Sir,  I  bad  another  and  a  higher  motive — it  was, 
th^  I  might  from  this  place  address  myself  to 
the  practical  good  sense  of  the  conntry,  that, 

Circnance,  1  might  awoken  yi  the  bosom  of  tha 
bonne  man,  as  he  whistles  over  the  handle! 
of  his  plough,  the  inquiry  why  this  nnequal  and 
bnrtbensome  tax  should  be  continoed,  mainly 
for  the  benefit  of  the  lordly  capitoliat. 


Fbidat,  January  14. 
iliUagt  of  iltnAmt. 

The  Honae  then  resumed  the  oonslderatiim  of 
the  instructions  proposed  to  be  given  to  th< 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  relative  to 
the  computation  of  the  mileage  of  members  of 
Congress — the  question  being  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  heretofore  maved  by  Mr. 
H&LL,  on  the  IStb  instant. 

llr.  Cbaio  submitted  on  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  odd  to  it  the  words,  "  with  an 
allowance  of  ten  per  cent,  for  variation  from 
the  direct  line." 

Mr.  Da  Wm  moved  to  lay  the  whole  snl^eot 
on  the  table.    Negatived — yeas  S6,  nays  16S. 

Mr.  CKA.ia  assigned  hb  reasons  for  offering 
his  amendment.  Some  members  lived  on  or 
near  the  direct  line — others  did  not — and  It 
was  his  object  to  pay  to  those  who  did  not,  an 
addition  often  [ler  cent,  to  the  usual  allowanoe 
for  mileage. 

llr.  Obiltov  opposed  the  amendmant.    If  t 
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U  wu  pawad  oonUininft  such  a  provMoo,  it 


■Mt  of  GovemmeDt,  of  teo  per  c«Dt.  over  tbow 
who  had  to  travel  over  a  moantainons  oonntry, 
and  bj  a  cironitona  route. 

The  question  was  then  pnt  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  b^  Ur.  Oxaiq,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  qoeation  tiien  reenrred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendmeot  propoeed  bj  Hr.  Hall,  and 
it  waa  da^ed  ia  the  afflrmative— ;eas  11^ 
tia;e  80. 

So  the  amendment  waa  adopted,  in  the  words 
following: 

"Jtaolvad,  TiM  the  Conimlttee  on  tbe  Pabltg 
Expeaditores  be,  uid  tlie;  are  hereby,  inatnicted 
to  report  to  thla  House  ■  bill  m^ing  it  the 
dutj  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Stoate  and  the  Ser- 
feant  at«mi4  of  the  Boose  of  RepresentatiTM,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Foaunaster  Generd,  at  the  end  of 
■very  wadon,  to  make  an  esCimitc,  as  nearly  ai 
possible,  of  the  actual  distance  (in  a  direct  line)  of 
the  reddeocaof  eachmember  of  Ibe  Senate,  House 
of  Bepreseoiativea,  and  Delegate  of  a  Territory, 
from  the  seat  of  Govemmetit ;  and  that  the  mileage 
of  members  of  Coagrass  be  computed,  and  their 
accouDta  for  traTelUi^  be  settled,  according  to  such 
■sttmate." 

Hr.  Vanob  and  Kr.  Bates  both  wished  to 
prapoae  further  ameDdmentB ;  bnt  thef  were 
deolared  to  be  oot  of  order. 

Claim  ofjamet  Monro*. 

The  motMD  to  postpone  the  ordere  of  the  day 
waa  negatived ;  and,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Urboir, 
the  Hunse  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Fibdlat  in  the  chair,  and  re- 
samed  the  oonsideration  of  the  bill  "  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Monroe  " — the  qnescion  being  on 
a  moUon  of  Mr.  Cbilto^  to  strike  oat  the  en- 
acting claase  of  the  bill. 

When  the  bill  was  last  before  the  committee, 
Hr.  Okiltos  moved  an  acMonmment,  and  waa 
therefore  entitled  to  the  Qoor  to-day ;  bat  he 
declined  speaking  on  the  subject. 

Hr.  6i>KN0ut  H>oke  at  great  length  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  vindi- 
flat«d  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Neiv  York  in 
the  course  they  hod  taken  to  procure  the  pas- 
■age  of  a  bill  for  Mr.  Monroe's  beheSt. 

Mr,  OoKi  and  Hr.  Bcbou  also  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Ihbis,  of  Pennsylvania,  said .-  If  I  were 
on  this  occasion  to  give  way  to  my  individual 
feelings,  and  permittod  myself  to  be  under  their 
control,  I  should  certainly  support  the  claim  of 
the  petitioner.  No  gentleman  upon  this  floor 
estimates  the  character  and  services  of  Hr. 
Monroe  more  highly  than  I  do ;  and  if  it  were 
possible  to  persuade  myself  to  doubt  upon  this 
question,  I  would  freely,  and  without  hesita- 
tion, give  my  voto  in  favor  of  the  bill  Bnt  I 
have  m  vain  endeavored  to  satisfy  myself  with 
n^rd  to  its  propriety,  and  the  oonduucu  to 
which  I  have  arrived  has  been  to  myaelf  a  aob- 


Ject  of  ^egret.  Sir,  It  is  a  panful  subject. 
That  a  citizen  upon  whom  all  the  honors  of  the 
republic  have  been  bestowed,  who  has  r«sped 
the  rioh  harvest  of  rewards — whose  faipe  and 
name  stand  identified  with  the  glory  and  past 
history  of  his  country — that  such  a  man,  in 
the  evening  .of  his  day,  should  be  impressed 
with  a  belief  that  bis  country  b  ungratefol  or 
nqjoet,  is  indeed  a  oironmstanoe  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. In  the  investigation  of  such  qoes- 
tiona,  however,  we  are  not  permitted  to  yield 
to  our  aympathies,  nor  indulge  in  penonal  pre- 
dilection— there  are  otber  considerations  of  a 
graver  character,  which  must  guide  ns  in  tba 
ooorae  we  ou^^t  to  pursue. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this  d^m, 
for   obviona   reasooa,   I  have  confined  myself 

Erinoipally  to  the  memorial  of  Hr.  Monroe 
imself,  which  was  laid  upon  our  tables  during 
the  present  session,  and  1  think  it  is  furly  em- 
braced under  the  following  items :  First  For 
additional  expenses  in  the  employment  of  sev- 
eral assistant  secretaries  daring  his  miwouto 
France,  in  the  year  ITH,  the  rent  of  a  house 
for  their  service,  and  other  accommodations. 
Sectmd.  For  extraordinary  expenses  in  England 
and  Fronoe,  arising  from  his  detention  uiere. 
Third.  For  losses  sustoined  in  the  purdia^eof  a 
boose  in  Paris.  Fourth.  For  gratuities  to  the 
citizens  of  Paris,  and  for  assistance  extended  to 
American  oitizens  then  in  France,  wbo  made 
appeals  to  his  generosity  dnrinK  bis  mi$sioD 
there.  Fifth.  For  oompensation  m  negotiating 
certwn  loans  during  the  last  war,  whilst  Secr«- 
tar;  of  War ;  and,  lastly,  interest  upon  all  these 
items,  to  the  present  period. 

In  the  memorial  Just  referred  to,  Hr.  Mouros 
puts  bis  claim  upon  the  ground  that  the  Gui^ 
emment  is  in  bis  debt,  and,  in  submitting  it  to 
your  conuderaljon,  he  expressly  solicits  bo  Id- 
dulgence  or  favor.  Sir,  if  tiie  claim  be  proved 
a  debt  dne,  I  apprebeudno  oue  here  pretendi  to 
doubt  but  that  it  shontd  be  paid;  and  whetlier 
it  be  a  debt  or  not,  appears  to  tne  the  only  in- 
quiry necessary  or  proper  for  ua  to  make.  By 
a  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Congress,  in  1B2S,  which  was  raised  upon  a 
claim  at  that  time  presented  by  Hr.  Honroe,  it 
will  be  perceived  uiat  no  allowance  was  then 
made  for  two  of  the  items  composing  the  pre^ 
ent  claim,  viz, :  For  contingent  expenses  of  the 
mission  to  France,  fWym  the  1st  of  August,  ITM, 
to  the  1st  of  January,  1707^  the  sum  of  oue 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-tlTe  dollan 
and  eighty-five  cents,  that  being  the  avenge 
allowance  to  all  the  American  Minivtets  in 
France,  deducting  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars 
previously  received;  and  for  extraordinarr  ei- 
penses  incurred  by  Hr.  Honroe'a  deteuliou  in 
England,  by  direction  of  his  Government,  fur 
the  space  of  two  years  and  fonr  m<Hitha,  tbs 
sum  of  ton  thousand  five  hnndred  dollars,  to- 
gether with  interest  upon  both  items  from  the 
8d  of  December,  1810,  to  the  3d  of  December, 
182S.  The  action  of  this  House,  then,  hacing 
been  sinadjr  obt^ed,  with  record  to  tvo  of 
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the  itema  before  enumerated,  and  new  again 
presented,  and  the  monejr  harlng  been  paid,  I 
consider  that,  with  respect  to  &eni,  tlie  ac- 
eoout  la  closed,  and  therefore,  in  the  few  re- 
narJa  which  I  propose  to  snbinit,  I  will 
Eae  myself  to  the  three  remaining  items  of  the 
demand. 

It  is  not  pretended  hj  tnj  one  in  favor  of 
this  bill,  that  Mr.  Momve  had  tmj  instmctions 
from  his  Government  to  purchase  a  hoDso  in 
Paris.  The  conrse  thus  07  him  pursued,  is 
placed  upon  the  gronnds  of  expedlencj  and 
ai  sound  policy.  I  assume  it  for  granted,  there- 
fore,  that  no  such  instrnctions  were,  in  fact, 
pvcD ;  and  that  the  Government  was  not  privj 
to  the  pnrchAse.  Sir,  in  a  step  so  extraordi- 
narj,  I  would  suppose  that  some  previous  inti- 
mation, at  least,  should  have  been  given  to  his 
Government,  and  the  necessity  or  policy  of  the 
measure  ezpWned.  I  have  searched  in  vain. 
For  evidence  upon  this  BubJecL  There  is  none 
upon  your  records ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  that, 
m  the  absence  of  all  proof  of  that  description, 
I  hold  it  incumbent  on  the  Mends  of  this  claim 
to  satisfy  ns  that  the  measure  was,  at  least, 
p«dicnt.  Indeed,  I  think,  under  all  the  circi 
■tancea,  the  expediency  of  the  meosare  should 
be  apparent.  The  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
in  I^ance,  shortly  after  his  recognition  by  the 
then  existing  Government,  protTerod  to  Ur. 
Ifonroe  a  national  house  for  his  occommoda- 
tioD,  which  he  declined  to  receive,  because  of 
Uiat  clanse  In  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  forbade  him  to  accept  any  present 
or  emolument  fiom  a  foreign  power ;  and,  for 
feu  this  refusal  on  his  part  might  be  misinter- 
preted, it  is  said  he  purchased  the  property  in 
^neaUon.  Sir,  I  cannot  perceive,  notwithstand- 
lagall  that  has  been  spolcen  and  proved  apon 
this  labject,  that  there  existed  any  reasonable 
ground  for  this  apprehension.  Mr.  Monroe  had 
•sngued  the  true  and  substantial  reason  for  this 
nfiual,  and  doubtless  the  reason  thus  assigned, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
^«ty,  was  entirely  satisfactory,  as  it  certmnly 
VIS  ooacludive.  The  citizens  of  France,  I  can- 
not believe,  could  expect,  that,  in  any  transoc- 
two  wich  their  Oovernment,  he  should  violate  the 
Mmtitution  of  his  own  country.  There  is,  there- 
lofs,  in  my  humble  apprehension,  no  sonndness 
b  die  argument ;  uiere  was  no  reasonable 
<»ase  to  fear  the  displeasure  of  the  French 
Government. 

I  do  not  profess,  sir,  to  he  well  acqn^nted 
*ilhthe  course  usually  adopted  by  this  Gov- 
traiuent  with  our  foreign  Ministers,  in  regard 
to  their  residence.  But  I  cannot  nnderstaud 
*lir  Government  should  at  all  interfere.  Are 
Dot  our  Ministers  in  this  respect  free  agents? 
*od  ii  it  not  reasonable  they  shonld  be  t  A 
i^uiULon  or  a  situation  that  would  be  agreeable 
■ooae,  might  not  perhaps  please  another.  One 
"'■J  prefer  the  quiet  and  seolosion  of  the 
niuittj,  uiother  the  bustle  and  life  of  a  gay 
'I'ctrDpolis.  One  may  prefer  to  live  a  plain  re- 
ptiblii^  another  to  compete  with  the  wealthy 


the  glitter  of  his  equipage.  Whatever  the 
I  inclination  in  this  respect  may  he,  Government, 
I  apprehend,  does  not  interfere.    I  do  not  sup- 

Sose,  nor  do  I  desire  to  inainnate,  that  Mr, 
[onroe  was  unnecessarily  extravagant.  I  de- 
sire merely  to  show  how  very  Idle,  nay,  how 
very  inconvenient  it  would  prove,  if  Govern- 
ment shonld  undertake  to  control  its  Ministera 
in  the  selection  of  a  residence.  Sir,  if  it  shonld 
proceed  so  far,  it  might  as  well  go  farther ;  and, 
Msides  selecting  a  residence,  also  control  the 
expenditure  of  an  outfit  or  salary.  Indeed,  all 
that  Government  reasonably  can  require  of  \U 
Ministers,  is  an  upright  and  vigilant  discharge 
of  their  fiinotions;  that  being  aooomplished,  it 
will  not  stop  to  inquire  where,  or  now  they 
live — whether  in  a  hut  er  a  palace. 

But  I  am  wandering  from  the  true  point  be- 
fore me.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the  purchase 
of  a  house  assisted  in  giving  the  appearance  of 
permaoenoy  to  our  amicable  relations  with  the 
French  republic.  Sir,  I  cannot  think  so,  unless 
the  Committee  of  Publio  Safety  were  very  easily 
convinced  upon  that  subject,  as  they  assaredly 
must  have  been  if  the  mere  purchase  of  property 
could  induce  such  a  belief.  In  reality,  I  cannot 
perceive  what  possible  material  difference  there 
could  be  with  Uie  French  Government,  whether 
your  Minister's  abode  was  in  a  rented  mansion, 
for  a  term  of  years  merely,  or  upon  a  purohaaed 
estate,  at  any  time,  at  all  times  easily  sold. 

It  is  contended,  I  am  aware,  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, at  the  time  he  made  the.  purchase,  intend- 
ed it  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  purchase  was  made 
with  a  view  of  making  it  the  futnre  residence 
of  onr  Ministers  to  France.  Sir,  I  do  not  in  the 
least  doubt  hut  that  such  was  the  intention  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  because  he  says  so  now,  and  so 
declared  it  at  that  period.  Bat  to  any  one  who 
will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  documents 


manifest,  that  if  such  was  tne  intention  o 
Monroe  at  the  period  of  the  pttrchase,  that  in- 
tention, beyond  all  doubt,  was  abandoned  sob- 
seqaently.  Indeed,  any  other  constractton 
would  place  Hr.  Monroe  in  a  singular,  perhqw 
nnfavorable,  attitude. 

Mr.  Churman,  this  intention  of  oflbring  it  to 
the  Government  was  abandoned  certain^,  bfr- 
canse  Mr.  Monroe,  t>efore  he  left  France,  agaiu 
disposed  of  it  without  consolting  his  Govern^ 
ment.  He  sold  it  for  a  price  beyond  the  orig- 
inal purchase  money,  with  its  interest  and  r«- 
piurs  superadded.  He  made  the  contract  of 
purchase,  as  also  that  of  sale,  vrithont  consulta- 
tion with  his  Government;  and,  besides  sf),  if 
further  proof  were  necessary,  he  put  the  money 
(flfty  thousand  Uvres)  paid  to  him  on  aoconnt 
of  the  sale,  into  his  private  funds,  and  applied 
it  to  his  private  purposes. 

It  is  true,  a  loss  was  afterwards  rostaioed,  in 
the  failure  to  recover  the  balonoe  of  the  puf- 
chase  money  from  bis  vendee,  in  eonseqnence, 
as  it  was  alleged,  of  a  defect  in  the  title.  Sir, 
i.  _„  Qof  ^,g  ^fi^p  of  ^,1,  Government  that 
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Mr.  Uonroe  pnrcbosed  a  defectire  title,  aod  its 
evil  ooDseqaeacea  onslit  sol,  therefore,  to  fall 
upon  it,  Dotwithstaaaiag  the  intcntioa  mani- 
fested in  the  pnrchiLBe,  wheo  aJl  Lntention  to 
Wplj  it  to  D&tioQal  purposes  was  afterwards 
abandoned.  It  would,  iodeed,  produce  a  un- 
gnlar  state  of  affurs,  that  any  foreign  Minister 
should  be  at  libertj  to  porahose  propertj',  and 
make  bis  Government  responsible  only  when 
a  loss  is  sustained.  To  what  extent  soch  a 
privilege  might  be  abnsed,  it  is  needlesa  to  eaj : 
one  result  wonld  follow,  generally :  ihe  Gov- 
ernment would  certainly  have  aU  the  losses  to 
anst^n,  without  a  corresponding  chance  tot  the 
gains  of  the  specnlatian. 

I  consider,  therefore,  Mr.  Ohurman,  that  in 
this  transaction  there  was  no  manner  of  benefit 
derived  to  the  United  States.  That  this  Qov- 
ernment  was  in  nowise  coaaulted  with  reggfd 
to  that  measure,  and  had  given  no  instructions 
concerning  it ;  and,  as  it  could  not,  nnder  the 
dronmstanoee,  l>e  a  gainer,  so  it  should  not  be 
made  the  loser,  and  particularly  because  Mr. 
Monroe,  with  whatever  intention  or  design  he 
may  have  made  tlie  purchase  originally,  beyond 
a  doubt  in  this  respect  changed  liis  mind,  finally 
oon^dering  itasa  part  of  his  private  estate^  and 
as  such  disposed  of  it. 

The  seoond  item  of  the  claim  is  fonnded  npon 
certain  gratnities  or  donations  to  the  people  of 
Paris,  as  also  for  advancements  made  to  citi- 
lens  of  America  then  in  Prauoe,  and  who  in 
their  distress  made  appeals  to  his  generosity. 
Ur.  Ohairman,  donbtless  this  strikes  you,  as  I 
think  it  mnst  every  other  member  of  this  oom- 


nrge  it  as  a  debt  which  the  Government,  npon 
any  acknowledged  principles,  is  bound  to  dis- 
charge. Then  I  would  inquire  of  the  honorable 
churman  of  the  committee,  (Mr,  Mkbokb,)  who 
have  made  it  a  part  of  their  report,  to  show 
nnder  what  obligation  the  United  States  can 
poeubly  be  to  asanme  the  payment  of  this 

True,  it  is  in  itself  not  re^  'arge,  and  by 
•ome,  therefore,  may  be  oondderea  as  nnim- 
portsnt;  but  still  the  question  reonrs,  upon 
what  principlea  is  the  clidm  to  be  snstainedt 
Sir,  I  will  not  consider  whether  .the  objects  of 
this  charity  were  meritorious  or  otherwise ;  per- 
haps, if  I  were  so  disposed,  the  means  for  ex- 
amination wonld  be  wanting.  But,  taking  it  as 
conceded  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  in  this  respect 
truly  benevolent  and  diaritablej  and  I  do  not 
donbt  but  be  was,  I  would  ingnire  whether,  in 
so  doing,  he  looked  for  any  other  reward  than 
that  reward  which  he  dwibtleaa  reoeived  and 
yet  enjoys.  Sir,  when  your  Minister  is  dispoeed 
to  become  the  dispenser  of  alms,  he  acta  with- 
out the  pale  of  his  ministerial  ftmotions.  It 
forms  no  port  of  his  publio  duty.  He  may, 
perhaps,  imagine  that  such  conduct  may  exert 
a  bmeficiai  influence  upon  the  interests  of  his 
oonnb'y,  yet,  as  he  is  not  despatched  for  the 
pnrpoee  of  distributing  his  cluiritiea,  the  Qov- 
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emment   therefore  cannot  be  made  reopoo- 

I  wish  not  to  detrmct  from  the  eoone  thna 
pursued  by  Mr.  Mcmnw ;  he  waa  a  benevolent 
man,  and  such  eondact  U  worthy  of  imitelion ; 
but  as  these  acts  of  hi*  generosi^  were  indi- 
vidual  in  their  oharacter,  aa  tike  donations  ema- 
nated solely  from  llie  parity  and  excd]«no«  d 
his  heart,  I  feel  nersoaded,  in  onr  IwdatiTe 
character,  we  ought  not,  as  I  am  ecnmiaad  In 
reality  we  cannot,  add  to  his  reward. 

Bnt,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  s  delieate  subject, 
and  I  pass,  without  saying  any  thing  m<H«,  to 
a  more  important  item  of  this  claim — an  item 
which,  eidoBtve  of  interest,  is  pnt  dinm  at 
(£5,000 :  I  allude  to  the  compensation  for  loans 
negotiated  by  Mr.  Monroe  during  tha.lsst  vnr, 
whilst  officiating  as  BeoretsiT  <a  War.  Bir,  \t 
was  tmly  s^d  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  during  this  debate,  (Mr.  Wti< 
Luus,)  that  for  many  yean  past  tlM  finanoal 
situation  of  this  conntry  has  been  1 


remarkable  that  this  item,  important  in  all  its 
aspects,  has  not  been  presented  before. 

I  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  examiee  mi- 
nntely  into  the  acoonnta  heretofore  settled  with 
Mr.  Monroe,  nor  have  I  searched  for  any  other 
evidence  than  that  furnished  by  the  two  very 
respectable  and  intelligent  oommittees  to  whom 
these  solyects  have  been  referred.  From  the 
reports,  however,  npon  your  table,  I  peredve 
that  Mr.  Monroe  was  Secretary  of  Stst«  trtaa 
the  1st  April,  1811  to  the  80th  September, 
1814,  three  years  and  six  months,  at  $5,000  per 
annum,  daring  which  he  reociTed  Cnta  the 
public  Treasnry  the  sum  of  $17,G00 ;  that  be 
was  Secretary  of  War  from  October  1,  1814,  to 
February  SS,  ISIS,  five  months,  at  (4,500,  p«r 
annum,  and  received  for  salaiy  (1,875 ;  and 
that  he  was  again  Secretary  of  State  from  lit 
March,  1615,  to  8d  Horxih,  1817,  two  yean  and 
three  davs,  at  a  salaij  of  5,000  dollars  per  an- 
nnm,  and  received  (10,041  60,  a  sum  altogether 
amomiting,  by  way  of  salary,  to  (19,418  SS  for 
a  period  of  five  years,  eleven  montha  and  three 
days'  service. 

It  is  manifest,  thereA>re^  that  Mr,  Monroe 
for  the  period  when  tiiese  loans  were  nego- 
tiated, received  his  legal  compensation  by  way 
of  salary.  The  service  in  qnestion  was  render- 
ed within  the  period  I  have  mentioDed.  Ha 
has,  therefore,  received  the  legal  comp«isatioB 
for  his  services,  the  amount  affixed  by  law,  and 
for  which  he  undertook  the  servioe  with  iJI  its 
burdens.  The  duty  having  thos  been  perftwu- 
ed,  and  the  salary  leceirM  on  the  put  of  the 
Government,  then,  the  contract  was  termi- 
nated. Does  it  not  follow,  therefore,  Mr. 
Ch^rmau,  that  the  clfUm  now  nnder  consider- 
ation is  a  demand  for  an  extra  oompensatioDf 
In  plain  terms,  yon  are  asked  to  make  sn  exln 
allowance  for  services  performed,  to  compen- 
sate which  there  was  a  tized  salary,  amply  tuf- 
fident  for  all  the  labor  bestowed.    I  say,  sir, 
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•BplOt  beBiote  I  im  Tot  to  heu  that  it  is  oon- 
fldertd  otherwiae. 

I  riMMild  not,  Mr.  OlniniMO,  be  doing  Jiutioe 
to  thia  0^  and  Uthfnl  umnt  of  the  rapaldie, 
if  Idid  not  otnoade  Iw  i'«nd«r«d  emlnMt  wr- 
Tiaei  G>r  Ub  ooantrj.  Hli  IiIiUht  ia  oar  bit- 
buj;  bot  while  speaking  of  theee  eenieea, 
vhit  mora  to  hia  praiae  can  be  tai^  thao  that 


>lic  Bit- 


)  heid,  Ultiug  wiUL  him  an 
itKpnwahabl*  &me,  together  with  the  appro- 
bitioBof  U«  tooMtyt  Sir,  I  grant  he  render- 
ed BopoitaBt  eerrieea,  and  discharged  his  dot; 
Uthfalij ;  hut,  for  so  doing,  I  do  not  oonsider 
thit  the  Government  ia  ander  any  obligation  to 
make  hhn  an  extra  alloiraiice.  If  it  be,  then 
trerr  other  offioer  of  Uie  Government,  whether 
ha  be  found  in  tlM  navy  <n  the  umj,  or  npoa 
jcnr  dril  liat,  wlia  haa  rendered  fiuthfol  eer- 


na^iBil 

thattli 


It  tliere  are  anoh,  yon,  Ur.  Ohwnnan,  will 
illev :  a  tirt  of  anoh  ooold  aoon  be  made  oat. 
Kr,  upon  tliat  priiid]riey'  in  tlte  very  iinmt>er  of 
vitneMsa  who,  on  this  oceanon,  have  testified 
to  the  aerrioea  performed  hj  the  ex-Preaident, 
withont  g(ring  futlier,  yon  wooid  find  ohjeots 
for  TOUT  iKXinty.  Men,  it  ia  true,  whb  per- 
brmed  an  faoinbler,  bnt  at  the  same  time,  not 
the  kN  neoesMty  task,  hot  who  are  on  thia  as 
on  e»arj'  aimilar  occaaion,  too  freqnenUy  over- 
bMied  or  forgotten  in  the  honors  and  triomph 
whidi  aw^  only  the  few. 

How,  I  upeal  to  tlie  good  sense  of  all  who 
kaar  nw,  whether  a  precedent  such  as  we  are 
uked  on  thia  occasion  to  constitnt^  is  conaiat- 
tsi  vith  a  aonnd  ^x^oy.  In  effect  it  wonld  be 
holding  oat  salanes  to  men  as  indncementa 
marelj  to  aecept  a  tmat,  and  then  to  pay  them 
bMidaa  for  doing  their  dntr.  There  is  no  ohli- 
plioa  opon  any  one  to  oodertake  tliese  reapon- 
■iHlitita;  bat  when  he  does  m,  he  is  tmder  a 
wnt  as  well  as  l^al  ohltcation  to  disohaige 
tb*  dnias  titeceof  with  fidelity.  Bneh  were 
lb«  rMpontibililieB  in  the  present  instanoe. 
For  this  dn^  he  has  been  paid,  and,  I  thinic, 
na  fM.  He  has  received  all  to  which  he 
*M  eotiUed  hy  the  oontract.  I  oaooot  per- 
Mtra,  tben&r^  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Gov- 
anuMot  of  the  United  State*  ia  under  a  legal 
ori  moral  obligation  to  pay  any  more.  There 
■^  in  Uett  no  indebtedneaa  established,  which 
•iooa  oonld  hind  oa. 

I  have  thna  wideavored  to  show  that,  upon 
piiHOtes  of  legd  liabtUty,  the  Oovemment 
o«n  Mr.  Ifooroe  nothing ;  and  it  becomes  me 
nav  to  eonrider  whether  we  can  with  propriety 
liqqidate  this  cl^m  npcm  any  other  KPonnd. 
Aa  a  doaation,  nothing  ia  desired :  Mr.  Monroe 
■■ki  "  for  nothing  which  is  not  strictly  dne  on 
■nnd  prineiple<s  ■od  wluch  hia  oonntry  Hhail, 
«B  M  ooB^deration  and  nnqneaUonable  evl- 
Mooe,  think  that  it  owes  it  to  itself  to  allow 
uau"    Kevertheleaa,  a»  aa  iudividaal,  I  have 
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every  dlapoeltion  to  favor  the  api^lcation ;  bnt, 
In  doing  ao,  I  very  much  doabt  my  authority 
to  do  it  oy  any  means  not  my  own.  Sir,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  discover  that  we  have  the  right  to 
be  generous  at  the  expense  of  othera.  If  I 
were  aaked  the  queutjon,  npon  what  principle 
the  gratuity  was  to  be  made,  I  shonld  not  be  en- 
abled to  answer ;  I  apeak  with  reference  to  the 
dutiee  we  are  delegated  to  perform. 

I  am  acquainted  with  no  principle  oooaistent 
with  our  dntiee  as  legislatora,  that  will  ai)tli(<r- 
ize  the  memberB  of  this  Honae  to  lay  their 
hands  npon  the  pablio  Treasury  for  pnrpoeee  of 
thia  kind.  It  is,  indeed,  no  part  of  the  bnd- 
tteaa,  to  tranaaot  which  we  are  delegated.  Bnt, 
elr,  aside  from  these  conaiderationa,  I  ask  yon, 
"lairman,  whether,  in  paving  this  very 
large  anm  of  money,  we  shonld  be  dolnt;  Jns- 
tice.  Are  there  not  others  who^  oWma  are 
presing,  and  who  have  not  been 
provided  for  as  Mr.  Monroe  I  Are 
there  not  other  men  who  also  fought  and  hied 
for  their  oountryl  Men  who  spent  tiieir  yoath 
and  fortune  and  atrength  in  her  cause  t  Let  me 
aak,  have  yon  paid  these  men  the  debt  yon  owe 
them  I  Have  yon  pud  yonr  revolutionary 
army  I  Bir,  Aese  men,  the  patriots  of  other 
days,  have  not  yet  been  paid ;  this  debt  of 
honor,  of  gratitude,  and  of  contract,  Htill  re- 
mains open  against  you.  How  often  ia  it  that 
the  venerable  patriot  of  the  revolution  ia  seen 
lingering  abont  yonr  doors;  and  how  often  is 
he  turned  away,  with  regret  I  say  it,  not  with 
his  honeat  dnea  in  hia  pocket,  but  with  a  heavy 
heart,  to  reflect  npon  his  services,  and  the  in- 
joatioe  and  ingratitude  of  his  country,  to  live  in 
pennry,  aad  die  a  be^ar. 

But  admitting,  Kr.  Chairman,  that  yon  are 
willing  to  pay  this  dum,  I  am  at  a  total  loss  to 
conceive  npon  what  ground  interest  is  to  be  al- 
lowed also.  OertaiuTy  not  one  of  the  gentle- 
men haa  ooadeeoended  to  show  us  npon  what 
prineifde  tide  is  to  be  effected.  Interest,  it  ia 
tme,  osoally  follows  a  debt,  and  is  dven  by 
way  of  damagee  for  its  detention.  Bnt,  Mr. 
Ohainnaa,  there  can  be  no  debt  ontetan^ng, 
where  all  haa  beeo  proved  p^d  according  to 
agreement.  It  is  true,  also,  that  when  a  pay- 
ment is  withheld  illegally  or  nnjnstly,  interMt 
shonld  follow  by  way  of  reoompense,  Bnt 
gentlemen  £ul  in  the  outset  of  their  argument: 
Uie  foundation  ia  not  laid,  and  yon  cannot  add 
the  saperstruotnre.  They  must  eetabliah  an  in- 
debtednesa  firsts  l>efore  Uiey  can  set  up  a  claim 
for  interest ;  but  iu  their  attempta  at  thia  they 
have  entirely  failed. 

I  paaa,  however,  Mr,  Ohurman,  to  another, 
and  perhapa  the  moat  important  view  of  this 
aubjeot.  Yon  know,  sir,  tbi^  in  the  year  ]  828, 
Mr.  Monroe  made  an  application  similar  in 
many  respects  to  the  present,  oonaiating  of  va- 
nona  items,  aome  of  which  are  again  to  be 
fonnd  in  the  demand  t>efore  na,  and  amounted 
to  the  som  of  t23,'G70.  A  very  able  committee 
was  ^ipointed,  who  made  a  report,  malcing 
some  nduction  in  the  amount,  bat  still  alloW' 
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iOK  fbr  all  tl>«  items  of  that  oWm,  Mve  one,    I 
think  the^  reported  aa  Ming  doe  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe the  sum  or$lfi,B88  80,  together  with  Inter- 
eet  from  8d  Dec«mber,  1810.     It  maj  not  be 
neceasarj  that  I  abonld  here  state  the  v^'^ 
of  that  bill  to  its  final  powage.    Saffioe  it 
aa;,  that  to   the  amaoat   thus  reported   was 
mperaddod  the  interest  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
years,  thereby  swelling  the  sura  reported  as 
being  due  bj  the  comodttoe  to  $29,618. 
Here,  then,  Hr.  Chaimian,  a  greater  sum 


doabtleaa  was  dooe  from  a  dispoaitjoii  alike 
honorable  to  Congress  as  it  was  generoos  tow- 
ards Mr.  Monroe.  In  doing  BO,  however,  Con- 
gress deemed  it  proper  to  impose  terms ;  and, 
with  a  desire  that  this  committee  auj  fkirl; 
oomprehend  me,  J  ash  yon,  air,  that  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  in  the  year  1820  for  the  rsUef 
of  Mr.  McMiroe  be  read. 
[Here  the  Clerk  read  as  foUows :] 

"Bi  it  enacUd  by  lti€  Senait  atulHotut  o/Beprt- 
tntatite*  a/  fA«  Unittd  Statu  of  Amerita  in  Can- 

CM  auimbUd,  Thkt  the  BaereUr;  of  the  Tnasnrj 
,  and  ha  is  hemb.r,  antboriicd  and  required  to 
CBuaa  to  be  paid  to  Junes  Monroe,  out  ctf  anr 
nnappnipriUed  moueja  In  the  Treainry,  the  aom  of 
twentj-niee  thouand  five  hundred  and  thirteen 
doilara,  in  full  of  all  demands  vbatarar  against  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  iHsn  resnmed.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
oannot  perceive  apon  what  principle  we  can 
i^in  be  called  npon  to  legulate  on  thia  sab- 
iect  without  violating  onr  own  deltlwrate  act. 
The  money  was  Tot«d,  and  it  was  received, 
and  in  the  spirit  and  very  letter  of  the  law, 
was  intended  as  a  final  adjustment  of  all  Mr. 
Monroe's  demands.  Sir,  in  a  oonrt  of  jostice, 
the  GoTcmment  might,  if  disposed,  plead  a 
former  reooverj  with  Bome  propriety ;  at  any 
rate,  upon  whatever  principles  yon  may  desire 
to  place  it,  the  plain  rale  of  ordinary  life  should 
hold,  that  a  debt  or  a  claim,  or  by  whatever 


of  whidi  the  parties-interested  have  acceded. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  tbns  briefly  passed 
throi^  this  anbject.  I  feel  It  my  duty  to  give 
my  vote  agdnst  this  application,  in  whatever 
fbrm  it  may  present  itself;  a  duty,  sir,  by  no 
means  in  accordance  with  my  wishes.  8ir,  I 
woold  I  conld  oonsnentionaly  give  my  roloe  in 
favor  of  the  venerable  patriot  whose  lift  and 
reputation  I  have  always  beeo  tanght  to  ea- 
teem;  I  shonld  deem  it  a  pleasure,  which  I 
hope  ever  to  wj"!,  lii  contnbntiDg  my  feeble 
efitwts  to  the  benefit  of  thoee  who  sustained 
this  republio  in  the  hour  of  her  need.    But  I 


withhold  from  another;  I  wiidi  my  country  to 
be  Jost  before  she  is  generous. 


Mr.  ViBCBK  rose,  and,  In  a  ^leeeh  of  scnu 
length,  replied  to  the  argnments  of  those  gen- 
tlemen wbo  had  opposed  the  hill.  In  eooeln- 
sioD,  he  handed  to  the  ohMr  the  fbUowli^ 
which,  he  sud,  if  the  motion  now  Mfore  i£i 
House  should  not  sacceed,  he  should  oIEk  sa 
an  amendment  to  the  bill : 

"That  the  proper  acconatJuK  oOeen  of  Utt 
Treasury  be,  and  tbey  are  bereW,  authociiRl  U 
adjust  and  settle  (he  accounts  and  eWnu  of  Jums 
Uonroe,  lata  Presideut  of  the  United  Statca,  <n 
principka  of  equity  and  Justice,  aulneet  to  the 
revision  and  flnal  deciaion  of  the  Preaideat  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

"  And  bt  it  fmrtker  tnaeltd.  That  so  sooa  u  it 
shsD  bsve  been  ascert^ned  and  detensined  In  nut- 
ner  aToreasid,  (hat  any  som  of  money  is  due  to  tlie 
said  James  Monroe,  such  sum  (ball  be  pud  Um  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treaaory  not  othenrisa  appro- 
priated." 

The  proposed  amendment  was  read  \>j  tlw 
Clerk ;  when 

The  question  was  pnt  on  striking  oat  die  en- 
acting olaose,  (to  deatray  the  bill,)  and  ft  was 
decided  in  the  afflnnative — yeas  78,  nays  W. 

The  committee  then  nwe,  and  rq>ort  prog- 


Uoinu.T,  January  IT. 


lUtelvtd,  That,  during  the  atgutuent  of  coanad 
in  the  impeachment  now  pending  In  the  Senate 
against  James  H,  Peck,  district  Judge  <rf  Mis- 
souri, this  House  will,  from  ^^  to  <Uy,  resolTC 
itself  into  a  CommiUae  of  iIm  Whole  on  the  state 
of  Uie  Union,  and  attend  the  same ;  and  that  the 
Clerk  acqoaint  the  Senate  tbcroiritiL 

Mr.  HaTUBS  said  that  it  was  understood  tha^ 
upon  the  opening  of  the  high  coort  of  impeach- 
ment to-day,  the  argnments  of  counsel  wonld 
commence.  Be  thonght  It  the  duty  of  the 
Honse  to  attend  during  the  ar^mnits;  and 
with  that  view  he  baa  sobmitted  the  resoio- 
tion.  I 

Mr.  'WmmJBKT  sn^eeted  the  prt^riety  of 
amending  the  resolution,  by  adding  to  it  the        | 
following  worda :  "  and  that  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  the  House  shall  be  11  o'clock  after  this 


day." 
Mr.  I 


H^TXis  accepted  the  amendratnt  ss  a 
modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr,  WtujAHB  then  moved  so  to  smMid  the 
resolution  as  that  the  Honse  shonld  attend  for 
this  day  only. 

This  motion  was  determined  In  the  negative. 

Mr.  Pbttib  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolntion ;  but  the  Hotua 
refused  to  order  them. 

The  question  being  then  pnt  on  its  adqitioi, 
it  was  dedded  in  the  afiarmative — jess  89^ 
nays  7^ 
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Tdssdat,  Juiawj  18, 

jMdgt  Ptek. 

Hm  Houe  went  into  &  Committee  of  tbe 

Whola,  Ifr.  Kaztdi  in  tha  chsir,  Hid  proceeded 

to  the  Senite  ohamber,  to  attend  tlie  trial  of 

Judge  Peak. 

WsDinsDAT,  Jannarj  19. 
St^enumerary  Qfflefn  and  CadtU. 


Jttwttti,  That  the  Committee  on  Ulltary  AflUn 
be  Instmctcd  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieac;  of  dU- 
minDg  Aom  tbe  antij  tlie  inpeniiuiieTmr;  heeten- 
ut*  by  bteret  commisdaD. 

That  the  eomnittee  also  loqnire  hito  tbe  eipe- 
Ceaej  of  tzii^  the  age  between  17  uid  SI  7mn, 
M  the  period  of  adnlirioa  ieto  the  West  Ptdnt 


tine,  at  (hat  ioilitotion,  ihiU  be  ^eeharged  tnm 
the  umj,  when  not  needed  in  the  actual  lenice  of 
IbeconatrT. 

Tlut  the  J  inquiie  into  the  expedieecj  of  author^ 
inng  eppolDtmenU  ia  the  line  of  the  vtoj,  fiom 
'    '       '     ~  «n  of  the 


TsEiBBnAT,  JaanBi7  30. 
MUitaiy  AtadtBtf. 

The  reeolation  jeeterAtj  eabmitted  b;  }ir. 
WuxLim  waa  then  taken  up. 

Kr.  DKaTTOH  was  entitled  Co  the  floor ;  bat, 
li  the  hoor  hod  near];  elapsed  for  tbe  oonrider- 
ttioD  of  resolntiona,  he  aeoUned  making  the 
temvki  which  he  iptended  to  have  done  to 
cemet  tbe  errors  into  wliich  the  Kentlem&n 
from  Eentvckf  had  fidleu,  and  aaid  he  wonid 
conteot  himself  with  moving  for  a  division  of 
the  qneetion,  so  as  to  take  the  aenae  of  the 
House  on  the  first  member  of    the   resoln- 

The  ineetion  being  pnt,  the  first  paragrqtb  of 
tbe  resolction  was  agtW  to,  as  follows : 

"Rttolmd,  That  the  Committee  on  UlUtaiy 
iUn  be  iutrncted  to  laqnlre  Into  the  expediency 
**  "^'idog  fron  tbe  amj  tbe  snperuunieraTj 


Iben 


"Thtt  the  eomtnitteealso  Inqolre  hito  tbe  aipe- 
natj  of  Axing  the  age  between  BeTenlecn  and 
I'mr-oae  jears  •«  the  period  or  admission  into 
w  wMt  Point  Academr ;  and  that  all  the  gradaales, 
OTM  tine  to  time,  at  that  insUtntion,  shall  be  dia- 
^^fi  from  the  artny  when  not  needed  in  tbe 
"^  Wfrlee  of  the  coontrj. 

"  Thai  thej  inquire  Into  the  eipedlencj  of  author- 
■ang  ^peinunenie  in  the  line  of  the  armj  from 


the  meritotions  nos-oommlsdoned  oKceis  of  the 

"  And,  aim,  of  redodng  the  nnmber  of  eadelf  In 
aald  acadamj,  now  anthoriMd  bj  law." 

Th»  In^peaehmmt. 

The  House  then  resolved  i^lf  into  a  Oommit- 

tee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  Benat«, 


E^nuT,  Janoarf  31. 
XiUoft  tff  Membtn. 
The  engrossed  bill  "  to  estaUish  ft  uniform 
mode  ot  oompnting  the  mileage  of  members  of 
Oongreaa,  ana  d^egatea  from  toiitories,"  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and  the  question  bong 
tinted  on  Ita  pasaag^ 

Hr.  OoiLToN  reqoired  the  ^eas  and  nays  on 
the  qnestion,  and  they  were  ordered  hj  tho 

Mr.  TuoEBR  requested  information,  as  to  the 
tjme  when  the  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  take 
effect.  He  preeamed  not  till  the  nest  session 
of  Oongresa;  in  whibh  oaae,  he  ahonld  be 
averse  to  pasdng  the  UU. 

The  Spuxn  replied  that,  if  the  bill  Aonld 
pass,  it  would  take  effect  npon  the  preoent 
Congress. 

Mr.  Tdoxxb  withdraw-  hia  oppotition ;  and 

The  qneation  waa  then  put  cm  the  passage  erf 
the  bill,  and  wae  determined  In  tbe  affirmative 
— Teas  189,  safe  80. 

So  the  bill  passed,  and  waa  sent  to  the  Soiate 
for 


"Raolved,  it.  That  the  rales  of  each  House  • 
shall  be  so  ■mended,  as  to  malce  it  the  imperative 
dutj  of  the  Secrelarr  of  tbe  Senate  and  Sergeant- 
at-anns  of  the  House  of  Bepreeentativea  to  sseettain, 
at  tbe  end  of  every  nmion  of  CettgrsBs,  ftooi  each 
Senator,  member,  or  delegate  from  a  lenltory,  the 
naml>er  of  dajs  wUch  be  may  liave  been  absent 
from,  and  not  in  attendance  npon,  the  buMuess  of 
the  Honae;  and,  in  aettling  the  Mcoonla  of 
Senators,  memiierB,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be 
deducted  from  tbe  account,  or  amount  of  paj  for 
each  EcaJon,  at  the  nte  of  eight  dollara  per  day 
for  every  day  any  member  of  either  Eouae,  or  dele- 
gate, shall  have  been  abMnt,  except  by  order,  on 
faiuineM  of  the  House  to  which  he  belongs,  or  la 
coDseqaenee  of  ilckneaa." 

The  question  being  put  upon  its  passage,  a 
brief  debate  took  plooe  between  Messrs.  Trohp- 
sotr,  of  Georgia,  Halt.,  Gobman,  SirTH>Bt.jUn>, 
TuoKSR,  and  Dxattom,  npon  the  form  of  the 
reaolnllon,  and  its  effect  npon  tbe  rules,  Ac. 
Pending  the  remarks  of  the  latter  gentleman,  a 
mesaage  wae  received  from  the  Senate,  inform- 
ing tbe  House  that  that  body  was  now  sitting 
as  a  court  of  impeaobment :  wherenpon. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole,  Mr.  Mams  in  the  ohalr,  and 
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Satdbd&t,  JaoaaTj  23. 

Paj/  <(f  Memban. 

■    The  Honw  reramed  the  ooo^deration  of  the 

joint  resolution  rebtive  to  the  pa^  of  memben 

of  OongraH, 

Mr.  Hill  moved  to  recommit  the  resolution 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Expenditoies,  with 
itutmctions  to  report  a  bill,  providiog 

"That  It  (lu.U  be  dia  imperative  duty  of  the 
.  Secretarr  of  the  Senate  and  Sergemt-at-anna  of  the 
House  of  SepresentBtiTes  to  aecertain,  at  Che  end 
of  ererj  aeanon  of  CoDgreas,  itaxfi  eaeh  nteniber  of 
Congi«*e,  or  del^ate  fMni  a  territory,  the  amnber 
ofdajs  which  be  may  luTe  been  abasnt  from,  and 
not  in  stieDdance  ipoa,  the  bMineaa  of  tlie  House ; 
SDd,  b  settling  tlie  accounts  of  Senstors,  nenbers, 
end  delegates,  tliere  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
•cconnt,  or  aniouiit  of  pa;  for  each  seaaioa,  at  tlie 
rate  of  eight  dollars  pecdajforeTerr  da;  any  mem- 
ber of  eiuer  House,  of  delegate,  shall  bivo  been 
absent,  except  b;  order,  on  business  of  the  House 
to  which  he  bclouga,  or  in  consequence  of  sickness." 

On  this  motion  ■  debate  of  some  length  took 

e'ace,  in  which  Messrs.  Dbattox,  Suthbblsjid, 
ALL,  WniTTLKsai,  Ohiltox,  and  Oajuok,  en- 

^Ur.  Ou»oir,  as  he  said,  in  order  to  pnt  the 
question  to  rest,  and  to  pot  a  stop  to  debate, 
moved  to  lay  the  reaolntion  on  the  table. 

On  this  motuHi  Mr.  Ohiliok  required  the  yeas 
and  naya,  and  they  were  ordereid  aocordiitglj 
by  tbe  Honse.  Being  taken,  tiiey  stood — yeas 
lio,  nays  185. 

So  the  Honse  refhsad  to  lay  the  nt^ect  on 
tbe  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a 
high  oonrt  of  impeaofament :  wherenpon. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to 
attend  the  trial  of  the  impeanhmwit  of  Judge 
Peck. 

l[oin>s.T,  January  24, 
Tkt  Judiciary. 

Ur.  Davis,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  jDdioiary,rabmitted  a  report  from 
the  msjority  of  that  oommittee,  on  the  question 
of  repealing  the  2Gth  section  of  the  judlclarj 
set  of  1760,  accompanied  by  a  bill  "  to  repeat 
the  SSth  seetioD  of  the  Judiciary  act  of  4th 
September,  1789." 

Mr.  BcoBABAH,  from  the  same  committee, 
yn»  deMrooa  to  present  the  report  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  oommittee ;  but  the  Bpkaxxb  stated 
that  the  qneation  most  first  be  pat  on  the  reading 
of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and  a  mo- 
tion made  for  its  second  reading;  Vhen 

Mr.  BnoBUiAir  agidn  moved  w  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  report  of  the  miuori^  of  the  commit- , 


tee;  but  tbe  Obair  suted  that,  as  the  Hoone 
could  not  entert^n  two  motions  at  a  time,  thsi 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Peuuqrlvania  sras 
not  now  in  order.  He  could  have  an  opp€>r- 
tnnity  hereafter  to  present  the  r^wrt. 

Mr.  ItomwiDBB  moved  the  r^Jectiim  ni  tb« 
bill,  and  on  his  motion  demanded  the  yeaa  and 

The  SPU.EU  stated  that  tbe  question  wonld 
be  on  uow^ving  tbe  bill  its  second  reading; 
and,  if  the  Hoose  reftase  to  order  it  to  be  read  a 
eeccHid  time,  it  wonld'amonnt  to  a  rejection  of 
it 

On  the  motion  to  read  a  seoond  tim«^  ICa 
DoDDBtDOEdemaBdedtbeyeasaiidBV*'  pand- 
ing  which  demand, 

A  message  was  reoeiVed  from  tb«  Seiuite^ 
informing  that  that  body  waa  now  sitting  as  a 
high  court  of  impeachment:  wberenpoo, 

xhe  House  then,  on  motion,  reacdved  itadf 
into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whtde,  and  prooecded 
to  the  Senate,  to  attrad  the  trial  oS  the  imp^Mdi' 
ment  of  Judge  Peek. 


TnaDAT,  January  30. 
Tht  Judiciary. 

The  bill  yesterday  reported  from  the  Com* 
mittee  on  tbe  Judiciary,  "  to  repeal  the  35th 
section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,"  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Dati^  of  South  Oarolina,  hoped  the  bill 
would  be  allowed  now  to  he  read  the  second 
time,  and  be  made  the  order  of  th«  day  for 
Tuesday  next ;  which  motion  he  made. 

The  Sfkakcb  said  the  bill  oould  not  take  thst 
course,  imless  the  gentieman  from  Virnnia  (Mr. 
DooDBiiKHi)  would  consent  to  withdraw  hi* 
opposition. 

Mr.  DooDBiDOB  wonld  not  consent. 

Mr.  BcoHAiTAK  addressed  the  Houscl  He  said 
the  measure  proposed  was  one  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  he  wished  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
membera  of  the  Honse  to  express  tneir  opinions 
on  It  freely  and  fully,  and  that  their  remarks 
might  be  sent  to  the  people.  He  was  of^tosed 
to  nasty  le^slatiou  on  important  matters;  but 
If  the  gentieman  from  Yirginls  wonld  withdraw 
his  opposition  to  the  second  reading,  he  wonld 
move  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  TuMday  next.  Snob  a  motion,  he  premmed, 
would  not  be  in  order  now. 

The  BrKAKBB— No.    The  Ohtii  will  read  the  . 
rule  of  the  House,  fbr  the  infixmatioa  of  gen- 
tlemen. 

[The  Spkaeib  here  read  the  rule  as  folio  vs:] 

"The  first  reading  of  a  bill  Shall  be  fbr  Informa- 
tion ;  and,  If  oppo^on  be  mads  to  It,  tiie  qnssbon 
ahaJl  be,  'Oisll  tlds  bill  be  rejected^  If  no  ep- 
poaidan  be  made,  or  if  the  question  to  reject  bs 
oegadved,  tbe  bill  ahall  go  to  iu  seoond  readlag 
without  a  question." 

Mr.  Doddkhmx  consented  to  withdraw  Ids 
opposition. 
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itt.  BATta  inquired  if  th«  eonridentloii  of 
tlw  UU  «u  po  -         •        -      - 
ootid  tb«fi  b«  eei 

Tbs  SnAxn  B^d,  after  tb«  bill  had  been  read  a 
Mcood  time,  it  oonld  go  to  a  Committee  of  the 
WMe,  or  bo  otheririM  dUpoeed  of,  u  the 
HonM  might  direct. 

lb.  Xartir  taid,  tbe  gentleman  ttom  Penii- 
■finaia  liad  expreaeed  ms  willingnefi  to  have 
>  fne  and  fbll  dlwaeuon  of  the  enbjeot,  and  the 
gentlNuafroin  Tir^nia  had  no  desire  to  smoth- 
er iL  He  (Mr.  M.)  liad  been  liBtecing  for  rea-' 
MMU  wby  the  bill  Hhonid  not  take  the  ordinary 
omne,  but  had  heard  none.  Tbe  bill  was  one 
of  van  importance,  and  ha  was  also  in  favor  of 
■  free  and  full  diKosskm.  He  ehooM  be  sorr^ 
tliat  the  bill  should  take  s  oonrae  to  prevent  hie 
hearing  tbe  vievs  of  gentlemen  on  the  sabjeot ; 
ind  he  was  not  sure  that  he  Bbould  not  take  part 
in  a  diaennioQ  hinuelf.  He  did  not  intend 
now,  hewerer,  to  eommit  bimaelf. 

Mr.  BuoHAHAit  bad  no  dlipoaition,  on  this  or 
inj  otliar  oooaiion,  to  prevent  the  tteest  diaons- 
rion  of  the  mstt«r  Wore  the  Honae.  It  was  for 
tbe  ponKwe  of  uraring  htmseUI  on  tbe  con- 
trary, that  a  qneation  abonld  be  taken  on  this 
tnll  at  the  present  ■cauoi^  that  he  had  proposed 
ita  postponement  to  this  da^  week,  it  would 
tbns  come  np  for  consideration,  as  business,  of 
KHine,  on  that  day.  The  bill  will  be,  on  that 
^j,  precisely  in  the  situation  in  nhloh  it  ts  at 
Qin  moment.  It  will  stand  higher  on  the 
calendar  than  it  wonld  do  were  we  now  to  refer 
it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Dnion.  If,  on  that  day,  it  ahonid  be  thonght 
■n  expedirat  oonrse,  tbe  bill  can  then  be  re- 
fured  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Mate  of  the  Union,  as  well  oa  now.  We  all 
know  that  there  are  many  snl^eota  referred  to 
tli«  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of 
tbe  Union,  and  we  know  that  there  is  a  Tsst 
ntui  of  lumber  there  too,  If  this  suhieet  were 
nf«rred  to  that  committee,  Mr.  B.  eaio,  such  an 
apression  of  tbe  opinlMi  ot  this  Hoaee  upon 
St,  u  is  dne  to  its  importance,  and  must  be 
expected  hj  the  nation,  wonld  not  be  obtained 
It  tbe  present  seaalon. 

Hr.  Btohxb,  of  New  York,  asked  whether 
lbs  ijnealioB  npoo  the  seoond  reading  or  rqjeo- 
tien  of  a  bill  was  not  n  qneetion  open  to  dis- 
OBrion.  {The  Spiakhb  answered  that  it  was.] 
If  so,  Mtd  Mr.  S.,  then  tbe  gentleman  from  Sonth 
'  Oirotina,  and  all  others,  wonld  have  as  fnll 
opportonlty  u  they  desired  to  debate  It, 
*>tboDt  referring  it  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Vhde. 

Ur.  Donnsnwx  nud  that  bis  objection  to  the 
Kcond  reading  of  tbe  bill  was  prompted  by  the 
'■me  motives  as  hod  infinenced  the  conrae  of 
tiie  gentleman  ttx>m  Pennsylvania,  viz.,  that  he 
nigU  have  it  in  his  power  to  del>ate  and  decide 
upMi  this  bill.  He  gave  way  only  to  allow  of 
toe  motion  for  postponement,  and  for  no  other 
IIVHwee^  He  saodd  not  have  mode  the  ob|eo- 
*K)a  to  tho  second  reading,  bnt  that  he  m%ht 


snbject  the  bill  to  debate,  intending  bimaelf 
fully  to  diHODBS  it. 

Mr.  Raubbt  asked  how  this  bill  oame  to  be 
reported.  Was  there  any  petition  or  any 
inatructioa  to  tbe  committee  to  bring  this  snb- 
ject now  before  the  House  ?  If  the  people  of 
the  United  States  do  not  ask  m  to  do  this  tiling, 
sud  he,  we  ongbt  not  to  take  it  up  at  all. 

Mr.  Dakiil  said  that  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee bad  been  instmeted,  by  a  speoial  resolution, 
to  inonire  into  the  eipedienoy  of  repealing  or 
modiiying  tbe  SOtii  section  of  thejadiciuyoct; 
and,  on  conaidering  the  snbject,  they  had  come 
to  the  resolution  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed. 
Mr.  D.  had  no  ottJectioD  to  the  proposed  post- 
ponement for  a  week. 


question,  tney  conld,  at  any  time,  get  at  it  by 
going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  tbe  Union,  should  it  be  referred,  as  he 
thongbt  it  onght  to  be,  to  that  oommittee,  where 
it  oould  be  more  freely  discussed  than  in  the 
House.  This  mode  of  dispouog  of  the  bill,  was 
better  suited  also  to  tbe  gravity  and  importance 
of  tbe  question. 

Mr.  MABTtn  said :  Waa  this  the  ordinary  mode 
in  which  bills  were  opposed  t  Hie  gentleman 
from  Virginia  bad  aaio  that  he  hod  made  tbe 
motion  to  r^eot  this  bill,  beoanae  it  was  n  de- 
batable one.  Bnt  eert^nlv  all  wonld  admit 
that,  in  Committeeof  the  Whole,  Hie  disonsaion 
wonld  be  more  ftill,  more  free,  and  over  a  wider 
field.  If  the  opinion  entertahied  by  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Viigmia,  on  this  snbject,  was  oommon 
to  a  majority  of  the  House,  he  oould  at  aof 
time  obtain  a  vote  to  go  into  oommittee  upon 
IL  The  gentleman  riiakee  his  head :  but  he 
con,  at  any  time,  move  to  go  into  committM  on 
tbe  state  of  the  Union,  because  snob  a  motion 
has  prelbrence  over  any  other.  On  the  other 
bond,  the  advocates  of  tbe  bill  will  not  shrink 
fh>m  the  investigotioD  of  ita  objeot.  They  have 
no  denre  to  avoid  a  decirion  upon  i^  and  will 
unite  with  ita  opponents  in  bringing  it  on, 

Mr.  WioKum  said  that  he  should  be  veir 
much  gratified  to  have  this  sulijeot  disonssed, 
Bnt  he  wicked  to  see  the  hill  placed  in  snob  a 
sitnation  as  to  allow  of  an  amendment  being 
offered  to  it,  for  a  modification  of  the  85th  sec- 
tion of  the  old  law,  whiob  he  should  prefer  to 
a  total  repeal  of  it.  Let  the  bill  be  read  a  see* 
ond  time,  and  then  he  postponed.  When  it 
should  again  be  token  up,  it  wonld  be  open  to 
amendment. 

Mr.  DonDBiDDx  oonsidered  the  meamre  to  be 
of  as  much  importance  as  if  it  were  a  propoai' 
tion  to  repeal  the  Union  of  these  States ;  and 
for  that  reason  be  oould  not,  with  bis  consent, 
snfl^  it  to  take  Uie  oonrse  of  an  ordinary  bill. 
If  the  House  thonid  overrule  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  fhnn  Penneylvaaia,  Mr.  D.  said 
be  uonld  then  renew  oppo^on  to  the  seoond 
reodingof  the  bill. 

ICr,  Ellswoitb  said  that  %e  should  r^ret 
any  delay  by  thia  Honae  of  a  decision  npon  a 
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[JiMvutr,  mL 


question  so  momentous  u  this.  It  was  becMM 
of  its  OTenrbelmiog  magnitnds  that  he  would 
hATe  it  acted  npon  fortliiritb.  Be  did  not  be- 
liove  that  there  was  agentleman  within  bearing 
of  hisToioe,  whohad,  at  this  moment,  anj  doubt 
Qpon  his  mind  as  to  what  hia  rote  wonld  be 
on  thia  qnestion.  U  ROemed  derirable  to  him, 
in  ererj  view,  that  tiiia  qnestion  shonld  be  at 
once  decided. 

Mr.  JoHHBoir,  of  Eentnokj,  aaid  he  ihonld 
TOte  In  &Tor  of  postponement. 

[Here  the  boor  for  morning  badness  ei- 
[Afed.i 

Bj  leave  of  tit*  Boose,  Hr.  Bdobaitut  then 
presented  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the 
Jadluarj  Gommitt«e  against  the  measure  pro- 
posed, and  that,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
ntajoritj  of  the  ooromittee,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  bonr  of  twelve  was  here  annonnoed  bj 
the  Chair,  and  the  Honse,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  UAErm  at  its  head,  proceeded  to 
attend  the  high  conrt  of  impeachment. 


Wkdhudat,  Janoary  26. 

Cerap«ntativn  nf  Memben, 

The  Hooae  resnmed  the  eonrideratton  of  the 

ent  resolntion  "relative  to  the  pa;  of  mem- 
rs  of  Oongress ; "  together  with  the  instmo- 
tioQB  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Pnblio  Expenditures  when  that  resolatian  was 
last  under  consideration. 

Ur.  Hall  proposed  a  modification  of  the  in- 
■tractioDB,  bf  adding  to  them  a  proviso  that 
the  bill,  as  proposed,  shoold  not  have  a  retro- 
active operation. 

Ur.  HoFmAK  was  opposed  to  the  reoom- 
mitment  of  the  reaolntionj  and  called  for  the 
jreaa  and  naja  on  the  question. 

[Here  Ibe  hoor  for  morning  bnsiness  ex- 
pired.] 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Spbkosb,  of  New  York, 
three  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  BecretBTf  of  the  Treasnrj  on  the  subject 
of  the  cnltivatioa  of  engar  cane,  and  the  mtuia- 
faotnre  of  brown  sugar,  recently'  transmitted  to 
Congress,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mabtht  in  the  chair, 
and  proceeded  to  attend  the  trial  before  the 
high  conrt  of  impeachmeiit 

TnuBSDAT,  Jannar;  ST> 
Clmpsntafion  i^  Member*  <^  Congrtm. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
jdnt  resolution  "  relative  to  the  pa;  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,'*'  together  with  t&e  motion  to 
Tooommit. 


The  jeas  and  nays  were  yeeterday  eaBed  tat 
bj  Mr,  HomuN,  on  the  aneatlon;  but  this 
daj  the  House  rensed  to  order  them. 

After  some  discnssion,  the  previous  qiiestion 
was  demanded,  and  the  derosnd  was  sustdned  - 
bj  the  House.  [The  effect  of  the  previou 
question  was  to  supersede  the  motion  for  re- 
commitment with  instructions,  and  bring  the 
question  dtrectlj  before  the  House  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Joint  resolution.] 

The  mun  question  being  put  in  the  fiillowiDg 
fonn :  "  SbaJl  the  joint  reaolntion  pass  I "  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  foUows : 

TiAa.— UeMn.  Alexander,  .Alleii,  Aktoa,  Aader- 
son.  Angel,  Anutiong,  Aniold,  Nojes  BMber,  Bun- 
well,  Bwtler,  Bates,  Bailor,  Beakman,  J.  Blur, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Booldin,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
Barges,  Butman,  Cahoon,  CambrelcDg,  Cknpbel^ 
Canon,  Chandler,  CbilUm,  Claiborne,  Oaj.  Condiel, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Coirles,  Craig,  Crane,  CraiHbiil, 
Crockett,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Dantel,  Davcoparl, 
W.  R.  Davis,  Debeny,  Denn;,  Deiba,  De  Witt, 
Dickinson,  DoddHdge,  Dotmt,  Draper,  DrajtoD, 
Duncan,  Dwigbt,  Euer,  Earil,  Sflsvottii,  Q.  Bnii^ 
Boracfl  Everett,  Ilndlaj,  Unch,  Ford,  Fornrd,  FW- 
ter,  F17,  Gordon,  Qreen,  Hall,  HamnonB,  Harvtj, 
Hawbina,  Hayne*,  Hodgea,  BoUaod,  Bofhiiaii,  Rvb- 


kin,  LjOD,    Hasee,   Uallan,   Kaitindua^  Hartu, 
Thomai  HaxwEU,  Lewij  Maxwdl,  UcCraery,  Hc- 
CoT,  H ercer,  Hitchell.  Honell,  Mnblenbi^,  Hud- 
"■■*■■'"  ~      ara,Banuej, 


ollj,  Orerton,  Peliis,  Polk,  Potter,  Foirera,  L 
Rencher,  Richantsoa,  Route,  Rosael,  Scot^  V 
B.  Shepard,  Ang.  H.  Sheppfini,  Shields,  ^  Soith, 
Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spencer,  SUn- 
berry,  Standefer,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  WiUiim  L 
Stotis,  Strong,  Swum,  Swill,  Tallafcrvo,  Ta^,  Tnt, 
Wiley  TbompsoD,  J.  TbODuon,  Traoy,  mivan^ 
Tucker,  Tance,  TamoH,  Vei^iUiKk,  Wana,  Werti^ 
Whlttleaev,  a  P. While,  WiekUDs.WiMe,  WU^Oi, 
Wilson,  Wingate,  Taneey,  Toang— 169. 

Navs. — Hessr*.  John  S.  Barbour,  Colenas,  Cr«n- 
inshieid,  Edward  Everett,  Galtber,  Gotbao,  Gi«>- 
nell,  Gurley,  Hinds,  Hnghea,  Leiper,  Miller,  Noiioq, 
Patton,  PienoD,  Rose,  Sprigg,  Henry  B.  Stons, 
Bulheriand,  Vinton,  Edward  D.  White— £1. 

80  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senat«  for  ooncnrrenoe,  in  the  following  fom: 

"  Raoltitfl  bn  Ou  StnaU  and  H<mm  of  SmntaU- 
atiBtt,  Hat  the  rules  of  each  House  ihall  be  m 
amended  as  that  it  shall  be  the  imperatiTe  dolj  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  andSergeant-at-armof 
the  House  of  RepreaenlatiTe*  to  aaeeMsin,  at  tba 
end  of  every  sesnon  of  Congress,  from  each  aeor 
ber  of  CoDETcn  or  ddegata  from  a  terrltarv,  the 
namber  of  tSaja  which  he  nay  have  been  ibwpl 
from,  and  not  in  attendance  upon,  the  buiiDeM  of 
the  House ;  and  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Sen- 
atoiB,  members,  and  delegates,  there  iball  be  de- 
ducted from  the  account,  or  amount  of  pay  f<lr 
each  aesrion,  at  the  rate  of  eight  doUan  per  dij 
for  every  day  any  member  of  either  House,  01  '  ' 
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Xipmtta  <fOit  Imfndauml. 


La»A  SsteMM  ZwSnB  and  SeberUf  Linti. 


Uowi^o  in  tbe  chair,  sod  took  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  to  "  amend  an  act  to  quiet  the  title 
of  certaio  purobasers  of  Isnda  between  the  linea 
of  Ladlaw  and  Roberts,  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
togetbei  with  certain  ameadmeots  proposed  bjr 
the  Committee  od  PriTste  Land  Claims. 


[ie«t«dlj  poblished  in  the  Int«lligeiicer.  Oen- 
enl  MeArthnr  and  Philip  Doddridge,  as  asonts 
for  othen.  wera  the  owners  of  certain  lands 
li«twe«o  Ute  liu«fl  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio.  These  lands  had  been  sold 
to  other  individuals  by  the  United  States,  be- 
lieving them  to  be  a  part  of  the  national  do- 
aaia,  and  the  proceeds  were  pud  into  the 
Trea^nrj.  Under  this  state  of  thin^  Dodd- 
ridge had  comroenced  snit  ogMnst  the  piir- 
chasera,  and  the  United  States  made  themselves 
defeodinla  in  the  ease.  In  the  fiapreme  Court, 
k  decitioa  was  made  in  favor  of  Doddridge. 
After  that  dooiaion,  Congress  passed  an  act  tor 
the  mrreT'  of  the  landa,  and  aathoriiing  the 
•woinbDeDt  of  oommisNoners  to  appraise  their 
nine.  When  their  report  was  made,  tiie  Pres- 
idsnt  of  the  United  States  waa  antboriied  to 
treat  with  MeArthnr  and  Doddridge  for  a  set- 
tlemeot  of  their  qlaims,  in  order  to  quiet  the 
&iii  of  those  who  had  pnrchased  from  the 
United  States.  UcArthur  agreed  to  receive 
for  his  lands  the  valuation  nxed  hj  the  ap- 
praiaera.  Doddridge  demanded  the  some  sum, 
vith  interest,'  that  had  been  pud  into  the 
Tnasarj,  An  act  had  passed  Cocm-ess,  at 
the  last  sesnon,  appropriating  a  smn  of  monej 
for  quieting  these  title*;  and  the  bill  at 
pNNDt  reported  was  to  make  a  further  sp- 
propriation,  to  the  nae  of  Ur.  Doddridge,  for 
Me  at  the  surveys,  which  he  had  already  oeded 
to  the  United  States,  bnt  for  which  the  act  be- 
fore named  did  not  moke  snffictent  compenM- 
tioo.] 

A  debate  of  some  duration  tookplace  be- 
tveen  Ifessrs.  SrasisEsa,  UcCor,  Wiokiiffb, 
Tbtoi,  and  Pbttu.  It  consisted  chiefly,  how- 
erer,  of  explanations,  and  a  statement  of  the 
priuckiles  on  which  the  bill  before  the  House 
*u  founded.  Mr.  Stirioebb  moved  that  the 
[Wposed  amendments  be  r^ected. 

Mr.  TsazvANT  had  riaen  to  speak,  when 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate. 

Hm  Spkakcb  immediately  took  the  chur, 
*nd  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  announced  that 
that  body  was  now  nttbg  as  a  high  conrt  of 


The  House  then  went  into  a  Oommittee  of 
Ills  Whole,  Mr.  Uabtis  in  the  clirir,  and  pro- 
Mcded  to  the  Senate  chamber,  to  attend  the 
Ug)i  court  of  impeachment  sitting  for  the  trial 
of  Judge  Peck. 


Having  returned,  and  reported  progreas, 
The  House  again  resumed,  in  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  which  was  before  that  com- 
mittee in  the  morning  relative  to  lands  between 
Lndlow  and  Roberta' Unes:  without  conUnuing 
the  debate,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  ut  again. 

f^iDAT,  Jannary  28. 
Surjilui  Retenve. 

Ur.  Pole,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the  oom- 
menoement  of  the  sesBion,  aa  relates  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  snrpluH  revenue,  made  a  report:, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  print  6,000  copies  of 
the  report ;  which  motion  lies  one  day  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  White,  of  New  York,  moved  for  the 
printing  of  8,000  copies  of  the  reports  of  the 
muority  and  minority  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  relative  to  repealing  the  twenty-fifth 
section  of  the  judiciary  law  of  1789 ;  which 
motion  lies  one  day, 

Tht  Jiidiewry. 

Mr,  Lxcoic^Ti  sabmitted  the  following ; 

Rtioivti,  Thkt  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instnuited  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  ConslitulioD  of  the  United  States,  so 
ttut  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  the 
inferior  courts  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  for 
a  term  of  years. 

Mr.  Whittlxsrt  demanded  the  question  of 
oonsideratjon,  and 

Mr.  Vabdb  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
the  questjon. 

They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being 
taken,  stood — yeas  61,  nays  HE. 

So  the  Hgnse  refuwd  to  connder  the  reaola- 

,&ptn*et  of  Ui*  fmpeaeJment. 

Mr.  ^LLawoKTH  stated  that  the  witnesses  at- 
tending on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck  oould  not 
be  discharged  imtil  they  were  paid ;  and  he 
moved  to  suspend  the  consideration  of  any 
other  bnsinees  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  np  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
wont  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Dwic^  in  the  chair,  and  took  np  the  bill 
"  'F'i'''ipg  provision  for  the  compensation  of  the 
witnesses,  and  other  expenses  attending  the 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,"  together  with  the  amend- 
menta  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 

[The  gross  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  Senate's  bill  amounted  to  tl^^OOO;  by 
the  proposed  amendments,  that  amount  was  in- 
creased to  $13,500.] 

Mr.  Polk  said  the  bill  provided  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  witnesses,  both  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  and  the  respondent.    In  all 
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state  pro»ecntions,  the  defendant  bIwqjs  paid 
his  own  witnetaes,  and  he  tfaon^t  the  Untted 
Btatea  woald  do  enongh  to  otunpentate  the  vit- 
nessee  on  the  part  of  the  proseeDtion,  He  re- 
queued infoniution  u  to  vhtrt  had  been  the 
luago  in  btnaw  ciaea  of  iinpeaohm«it  under 
tliis  GoTeniment, 

Mr,  Gluvobth  replied  that,  in  the  case  of 
Judge  Chase,  the  United  StatM  had  paid  the 
wilnessee  oa  both  sides.  He  was  not  positive 
as  to  the  other  coses.  He  would  remBrli,  that 
it  wonid  tend  to  the  alter  ruin  of  auj  iodivid' 
nal  brought  befora  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  trial,  if  be  were  to  be  compelled  to 
oompensate  bis  own  witnesses.  It  was  right 
and  proper  that  the  Government  shonid  paj-  all 
the  witnesses  attending  trials  of  impeachments ; 
and  whether  Jadge  Peck  ahonld  or  ehoold  not 
be  ckaredj  it  was  obvious  tliat,  if  be  were  to 
be  compelled  to  pay  his  witneeees,  be  was  a 
rained  man. 

Ur.  Carsov  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  pro- 
posed to  be  amended.  If  a  precedent  was  now 
established,  that  the  United  States  were  not 
to  pay  witneasoa  on  behalf  of  the  persons  ac- 
OQsed  in  trials  of  intpeecbment,  no  fatore  prose- 
ontion  wonld  take  place,  however  a^ravatad 
might  be  tho  offence  committed.  So  man 
wonld  nndertake  it.  There  was  no  analog; 
between  the  ordinary  trials  in  the  States  and 
a  trial  in  the  Sunate  of  the  United  States.  In 
tbe  latter,  witnesses  had  generally  to  be 
brought  from  a  distance,  often  very  jp'eat,  as 
in  the  present  esse,  and  their  detention  here 
was  both  long  and  expensive.  What  possible 
dianoe  was  there,  he  would  ask,  that  an  indi- 
vidual could  clear  himself  of  an  alleged  crime, 
if  he  was  obliged  to  pay  his  own  witnesses  I 
No  man  could  dear  himself,  for  no  man  could 
afford  the  expense.  In  his  opinion,  for  tho 
United  States  to  refhse  to  pay  witnesses  in  trials 
of  the  kind  referred  to,  would  amoont  to  a  pos- 
itive denial  of  Justice. 

Tbe  question  was  demanded,  and  the  amend- 
ments offered  by  tho  Judiciary  Committee  were 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  reported  the  bill  aa  amended ; 
the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  tbe  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Land*  ieitpten  Lndlow  and  SeberOf  Linti. 

The  House  resumed,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  to  quiet  the 
tjtle  of  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  between 
the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Koberts,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,"  Hr.  Bowabd  in  the  ohur. 

Some  farther  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween  Messrs.  Thwvaht,  Wiceuptx,  and  Vrs- 
Tox,  when  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Cktmmittee  <hi  Private  Land  Olwms  were  disa- 
need  to,  and  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  Honse. 

The  Bouse  ooncurred  with  tha  Gommittoe  of 
the  Whole  in  rejecting  the  proposed  amend- 
ments, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 


The  hour  of  12  having  orrired,  the  How* 
sAn  resolved  itself  ioUi  a  Commiit«e  of  lli« 
Whole,  Jfr.  MisTiB  in  the  eitaii,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Senate  to  attend,  before  the  high  oonrt 
of  impeachment,  the  trial  ot  Judge  Pwk. 


Satubdat,  Jannary  29, 
The  JudUiarp. 
The  bill  to  repeal  the  SBth  section  of  the  Ju- 
diciary act,  passed  on  the  4th  September,  1TB9, 
o(»ning  up,  the  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  BnoHANAN  to  postpone  tbe  motitHi  thtt 
the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  Tneidi; 

Mr.  CsAwFOBD,  after,  a  few  renuits,  d»- 
manded  the  previous  question ;  which  irss  tha 
motion  ot  Mr,  DonsuDox  that  the  biU  be  re- 
jected, 

Tbe  demand  was  sustuned — yeas  81,  najs  E?. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "  SbaD  the  mun 
question  be  now  put  t  " 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmstiTe-' 
yeas  TS,  nays  68. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz. :  "  Soil 
tbe  bill  be  r^ected  ?  " 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affinottiTe  tt 
follows : 

Tua. — Hessra.  Andenoit,  Annstronc,  Anold, 
Bailey,  Noyes  Bartwr,  John  8.  Bsrbonr,  Buriiiger, 
Bsrtler,  BaE«s,  Baylor,  Beehmtn,  Joba  Blur,  Bc«- 
kee.  Boon,  Bornt,  Brodhcod,  Brown,  BnebaiuQ, 
Surges,  Butmui,  Ckhooo,  Cfailtoe,  CUrk,  CoDdid, 
Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Cnig,  Crane,  Cnwford, 
Crockilt,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Crowninaliitid, 
John  Davis,  Deberry,  Deney,  De  Wilt,  KckiuxiD, 
Doddridge,  Dorse;,  Drsycon,  Dwigfat,  Eager,  Eidl, 
Ellsworth,  O.  Evans,  Jo^nt  £v*tu,  Edwsrd  Em- 
ell,  Findlay,  Hncb,  Fonrnd,  Fry,  GilnoK,  Gcf 
ham,  Oreen,  areunell,  Qurie;,  Hslwr,  Bemphia, 
Hodgee,  Holland,  EotftnMi,  Howard,  Hnbbird, 
Hnghes,  Hunt,  Hantiiigton,  Ihrie,  logetsoU,  WDUui 
Vf.  IrviD,  Thomu  Irwin,  Johns,  Cave  lobiuim, 
Kendall,  Kennon,  Eincaid,  Psriiini  King,  Adiv 
KIdk,  Leafitl,  Leiper,  Lent,  Letcher,  Uigte.  1I*U*- 

2,  Maitindale,  Lewis  If  ajvelL  HcCreery,  Helhiffie, 
clntlre,  Mercer,  HUIer,  MttcbeD,  HoneU,  VnUcn- 
berg,  Norton,  Pearce,  nersoD,  Powers,  Re<d,Ricb- 
ardson,  Row;,  Russel,  Sanford,  Scott,  WiniamB-Sbcp- 
ard,  ADgoBtine  B.  ffliepperd,  Bfafetda,  801,  ^)ei^ 
Ambrose  Spencer,  lOobatd  ^Mnoer,  Bpria,  SUnle- 
fer,  Sterigere,  Henry  R.  Starrs,  WJUunL  Sum. 
BlroDg,  Butbertand,  Swann,  Bvift,  Taylor,  Teff,  J 
Thomsan,  Vance,  Tamnm,  Terplaiiek,  TioUW, 
Washington,  Weeks,  Whlttlesev,  C.  P.  Wbit*,  Si- 
ward  D.  White,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wlngate,  T«u)| 
—188. 

NiTS, — Hessrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Abtou,  Angd, 
Barnwell,  Bell,  James  Blair,  Bouldin,  Qusbnlnil, 
Campbell,  Chandler,  Clubome,  Clay,  Cdeman,  Coo- 
ner,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W,  B.  Davta,  Deshi,  Draper, 
Foster,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Harvey,  Hayiw^ 
Hinds,  Jarris,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Lunar,  Le- 
comple,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  llanin, 
Tbomas  Maxwell,  HcCoy,  Nndcolls,  Orerton,  Fat- 
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ton,  Fettu,  FtA,  Potter,  Rnine,  Wltef  Thompum, 
TmTut,  Tucket,  Wickliffe,  Wilde,  Taneej— 61. 

Bo  the  tnll  wu  rejected. 


The  HoDse  Tesnmed  the  oonsldention  of  the 
nadntion  mbmitted  by  Hr.  Hatitm  some  days 
dace,  raUtive  to  brown  sogar. 

Mr.  Whttb,  of  LoaisiftnB,  said,  that  when  this 
■ntgeet  came  up  in  order,  it  was  laid  over  for  a 
qieeifle  object.  I,  myee^  moved  its  postpone- 
ment,  u  well  from  mj  own  conviction  at  the 
proprietj  of  the  etep,  as  at  the  inBtance  and 
iDggtttion  of  some  other  gentlemen.  Tlie  ob- 
ject aDnded  to  waa,  to  let  in  a  report  on  the 
nbject,  which  we  were  daily  expecting  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Treoniry  Department,  m  com- 
ptitnoe  with  a  eall  from  this  House.  That  re- 
port, ^,  has  unce  been  sent  in,  bnt,  being  of 
iixne  rolmne,  the  pablio  printer  has  not  nad 
tiine  mongh  to  lay  it  on  onr  tables.  This  cir- 
comstanee  I  regret  aa  mnoh  as  anj  one  can ; 
jet  it  does  prevent  the  qaestion,  how  far  it  is 
proper  to  proceed  witiiont  it.  Several  gentle- 
men have  mentioned  the  salyect  to  me ;  and 
one  unoDg  the  nnrntier  intimated  that,  if  I  did 
not  move  iti  farther  postponement,  he  would. 
At  to  myself  it  does  appear  to  me  that  it 
would  not  be  over  respectful  to  the  gentleman 
wbo  presides  in  the  department,  to  take  no 
heed  of  a  doonment  which  we  have  caused  him 
to  pimare  with  no  inconsiderable  labor.  Be- 
ndes,  1  foel  that  I  shall  be  wanting  in  defer- 
ence to  the  people  where  I  live,  if  I  neglected 
to  me,  and  to  imbne  the  House,  as  for  as  de- 
peada  on  me,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  fitcts 
vMch  they  have  taken  so  much  pains  to  em- 
body. There  is  another  consideration ;  we  are 
boDud  by  tha  mle  we  have  adopted  to  attend 
ia  the  Senate,  during  this  week,  on  the  debate 
of  the  impeachment  we  have  preferred  agunst 
Jndge  Peck.  The  hand  on  the  dial  plate  indi- 
cUei  that  bat  five  miiHit«s  conld  now  be  allot- 
ted to  the  entneot.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  I 
move  its  farther  postponement  nntil  next 
Wednesday,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  then 
U«n  up,  and  prmeontMl  to  a  termiiutioD. 

The  motion  prev^Ied. 


UoXDAT,  Jannary  81, 
Judge  Ftok. 
Tba  Hbnw  then,  on  motion  of  Hr.  SraaHT, 
nsdved  iloelf  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
Ht.  GiXBBKLEito  in  the  chur ;  and,  on  motion 
«(  Ur.  HxTNsa,  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  at- 
tend Uie  thrther  trial  of  Judge  Peck  before  the 
l>i^  eoart  of  impeochmeBt.  Having  retnrned, 
tbe  ohtirmm  reported  that  the  oommittee,  In 
paraoanee  of  the  order  ctf  the  House,  bad  at- 
^ded  tbe  trial  of  Jndge  Peck ;  and  that  the 
BCDate  hod  pronounced  judgment  in  tJie  case, 
•od,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  31,  bad  refnsed  to  sus- 
^*ia  tbe  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House ; 
ud  thit  the  conrt  had  a^ourned  nm  dit. 
Tcs.XL-30 


Illinoi$  and  Miehigan  Canal. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  the  consideratioD 
of  the  motion  made  on  the  Bth  instant,  to  re> 
oonsider  the  vote  by  which  was  r^ected  Uie 
bill  to  anthorijce  a  change  in  tlie  disposal  of  the 
land  granted  for  the  oonatraction  of  the  011- 
nois  and  Hiohiggn  Oanal. 

Hr.  DnHOAK  hoped  the  motion  for  reconsid- 
eration would  prev^  and  that  the  bill  wonld 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  some  day  cer- 
tain ;  and  he  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  which 
oommittee  reported  tbe  bill.  It  was  read  by 
tbe  Clerk. 

Mr.  Vahok  said  that,  when  the  bill  was  taken 
np  befbre,  he  was  desirons  of  oSering  an  amend- 
ment, with  a  view  to  meet  the  views  of  gentld- 
men.  If  no  other  member  did,  he  should  take 
occasion,  if  the  House  agree  to  reconsider  tbe 
bill,  to  anbrnit  an  amendment,  so  as,  if  possible, 
to  meet  tbe  views  of  gentlemen,  and  secure  the 
passage  of  the  bill  in  the  best  possible  shape. 

Mr.  DuMOAir  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
who  had  made  the  motion  to  reconsider,  had 
stated  to  the  House,  st  tbe  time  of  doing  so, 
that  be  did  it  with  a  view  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, proposing  to  appropriate  money,  in  lien 
of  scrip,  to  aid  the  State  of  Illinois  in  tbe  oon- 
stmction  of  the  proposed  canal.  If  gentlemen 
wonld  prefer  the  appropriation  of  money,  he 
hod  no  objection ;  thongb,  for  his  own  part,  he 
should  be  perfectly  sansfied  with  scrip.  Oen- 
tiemen  were  mistaken  in  tbe  idea  that  tbe  scrip 
would  be  sacrificed.  Lands  to  the  amount  (^ 
$360,000  had  been  sold  in  the  State  of  Illinoia 
the  last  year ;  it  was  proposed  by  the  bill  to 
appl^  bnt  $50,000  worth  of  scrip  in  a  year ; 
and  it  waa  evident  that  it  would  be  eqnel  to 
money  in  tbe  hands  of  the  State. 

Hr.  Bill  had  voted  for  the  original  bill,  and 
stated  the  grounds  upon  which  he  did  so.  He 
should  be  opposed  to  an  amendment  like  tbe 
one  sn^eated,  and  could  not  vote  for  the  re- 
consideration, though  he  had  voted  for  the  bill 
originally. 

Mr.  Vaitoi  Bud  that,  for  himself,  he  was 
willing  to  take  tbe  bill  as  it  waa ;  but  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  so  framed  as  to  satisfy  gen- 
tlemen i  and  with  a  view  to  ^ve  more  general 
satisfaction,  the  motion  had  been  made  to  re- 
oonuder,  so  as  to  submit  the  amendment  sug- 
gested. 

ISi.  Ibvut,  of  Ohio,  with  a  view,  as  he  said, 
to  have  done  with  tbe  aabject,  for  Uie  present 
session,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  reoonsid- 
eration  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  waa  then  put  upon  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  whioh  the  bill  had 
been  rejected,  and  waa  dedded  in  the  negative 
—yeas  B3,  nays  lOB. 

Jetmei  Monro*. 
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The  qnestioD  was  taken  on  agreeing  with  the 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  ont  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ;eaa  80,  nays  109. 

Mr.  Ueuoeb  t^en  mo7ed  to  strike  ont  all  af' 
ter  the  entcting  clanse  of  the  hill,  and  insert 
tlie  ameadment  which  be  had  before  read. 
Feuding  which  motion, 

Ur.  WiLLiuu  moved  an  a^onmment. 

Ur.  Datia,  of  Maasoohnsetta,  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman wonld  withdraw  the  motion  for  one 
mlnnte,  to  enable  him  to  ask  leave  of  abeenoe 
for  his  coUesgDe  (Ur.  Gobhui)  for  ten  dajs. 

Hr.  'Wiixujce  consenting,  leave  was  granted, 
u  requested. 


TUMDAT,  February  1. 

AjMndment  of  the  Rulei. 

The  resolntlon  of  Mr,  Pottbb,  to  amend  the 

mle  which  limits  debate  on  reaolatlDiis  and  the 

Sreaentatjon  of  reports  to  one  hour  in  each 
ay,  was  again  taken  up. 
(When  thia  resolution  was  nnder  conudera- 
tion  a  few  days  ago,  Mr,  Pottbb  made  a  few 
obaerratioDB  in  regard  to  it,  one  of  which 
prodnoed  a  general  smile  in  the  House.  Ad- 
vertisg  to  tie  operation  of  the  mle  which 
limits  the  consideration  of  resolntiona  to  a 
single  honr  on  each  day,  frequently  catting 
off  a  speech  which  might  have  been  near 
ita  coaalDBion  but  for  the  intervention  of  the 
mle,  he  said  that  the  effect  of  it  was  to  give 
time  to  the  orator  to  recnperate,  and  resume 


these  words,  when  the  Speaker  apprised  the 
gentleman  tJist  the  hour  had  expired,  and  he 
must  suspend  his  farther  observations  for  this 
day.  Whereupon,  Mr.  P.  observed  that  there 
oould  not  have  b«en  a  better  illustration  of  the 
ramark  which  he  had  Just  made,  than  that 
which  the  present  case  mrDished,  if  he  should 
feel  disposed  to  avail  himself  of  the  interval  of 
a  day  to  prepare  a  set  speech.] 

Mr.  PoTTEB  spoke  of  the  numerous  and  com- 
plicated rules  of  the  House,  and  of  Uie  many 
instances  in  which  gentlemen  were  declared  to 
be  out  of  order,  from  the  want  of  a  proper 
knowledge  of  them.  He  oonolnded  by  moving 
to  refer  toe  resolution  to  a  Select  Committee, 
with  instructions  to  amend  the  rules  generally. 

Mr.  UsBOBB  had  one  sncgeation  to  make. 
By  the  present  rule  of  the  House,  should  the 
previona  question  be  demanded,  and  soatained, 
it  shut  out  all  amendments  which  had  been 
previously  made  to  a  bill,  and  the  question  re- 
onrred  on  the  original  bill  itself.  He  hoped  that 
the  rule  would  undergo  an  amendment,  so  as 
to  avoid  this  singular  operation. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Wood  ftrr  tht  Foot  ef  OeorgeUmn, 

The  Spueib  l^d  before  the  House  a  letter 

from  the  Mayor  of  Georgetown,  relative  to  the 


distressed  situation  of  the  poor  of  that  citji 
and  soliciting  the  Honse  to  grant  a  donatitn  of 
some  of  the  wood  in  the  vaults  of  the  e^ibil 
for  their  present  nse. 

Mr.  Wabhinotoii  would  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  in  ezplainiug  the  neceanty  for  act- 
ing immediately  on  the  qnilication  just  made. 
The  letter  sufficiently  ezpluned  itself,  and  he 
should  contMit  himself  with  nmply  rabmitting 
the  following  resolution : 

JUtolmi,  That  the  CleriE  of  the  Houk  ii  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  cinie  thirt;  corda  irf' 
wood  to  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  Hijor  of 
Georgetown,  far  the  use  of  the  suffering  pooi  of 
that  tewn. 

Mr.  Foix  knew  it  was  an  nugraaious  task  to 
oppose  a  resolution  in  behalf  of  the  sofiering 

Cr  of  this  District,  or  any  other  coautry. 
must  be  permitted  to  remark,  however, 
that  the  precedent  of  appropriating  the  pnblio 
funds  for  such  purposes  was  a  bad  one.  The 
reeolutiott  now  before  the  House  had  come  upon 
it  suddenly,  and  it  was  not  of  sufficient  conse- 
quence to  move  ita  postponemwiL  He  recol- 
lected that,  some  years  ago,  there  was  a  fire  in 
the  District,  to  be  seen  m>m  the  windows  of 
the  capitol,  and  an  application  was  immedi- 
ately made  for  extending  relief  to  the  siifferen. 
While  he  was  disposed  to  do  full  justice  to  the 
motives  which  prompted  memben,  on  that  oe- 
casion,  to  draw  money  from  the  Treunry  t« 
the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  he  would  ask,  wis 
the  course  adopted  a  proper  one)  Was  tlie 
obligation  to  contribute  te  the  relief  of  suffer- 
ers within  the  ten  miles  square,  greater  than  to 
those  of  other  ports  of  the  Union !  The  very 
same  day  that  the  fire  occurred  in  Alezaodria, 

Property,  to  a  far  greater  extent,  was  destroyed 
3  the  same  element  in  Oincinnati,  Ohio;  bat 
he  had  never  heard  that  those  sufferers  applied 
to  Congress  for  relief  There  were  many  safCa- 
en  in  the  United  States — many  objects  of  ohvitf 
— but  they  did  not  call  upon  Congress  te  help 
them.  Ootttinne  to  pass  resolutions  of  the 
character  of  that  now  before  the  House,  and 
what  would  be  the  consequence  t  Why,  every 
winter,  when  the  snow  fell,  or  the  Potomao 
was  frozen  over,  applications  would  be  made  lo 
Congress,  and  members  would  be  engaged  in 
the  dignified  otgeot  of  buying  and  stowing 
wood,  to  give  to  the  poor  of  the  District  m 
Columbia.  Mr.  P.  remarked  that,  in  opporinE 
tlie  resolution  now  under  oonsideratioo,  be  ^d 
it  on  principle:  the  House  had  not  the  poirer 
to  miwe  the  donation  requested.  He  might  be 
told  that  Congress  waa  the  exclusive  Legisla- 
ture for  the  District.  Be  it  so.  But  was  tbs* 
any  good  reason  that  they  should  give  away  all 
the  revenue  of  the  nation  to  the  people  of  tlie 
District  of  Columbia  t  li  io,  the  poor  of  the 
other  sections  of  the  country  (md  nothing  to  do 
hut  to  come  and  sit  down  here,  in  this  District 
and  apply  to  Congress  for  relief.  It  was  not 
to  the  amount  proposed  to  be  gireu  that  he  ob- 
jeotod— no,  not  the  paltry  c««C  of  thirty  coidi 
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of  irood ;  bat  he  would  stata  that  geatlemen 
cwoe  here  to  Iwulate  on  the  great  ooooenu  of 
the  Uoion,  ana  not  to  give  awa;  Iha  public 
property.  It  waa  not  money  from  the  Treasa- 
Tj,  but  the  expense  wai  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
canUageutfniid  of  this  Home.  That  fond  was 
Toted  for  tite  aae  of  the  Hoase ;  there  should 
be  ume  diaoretion  in  its  application ;  and  if 
*e  may  give  away  a  part  of  it^  for  parpoees 
olher  than  for  what  it  waa  intended,  we  may 
give  aw^y  the  whole.  He  might  well  addreaa 
himself  on  this  occasion,  to  those  who,  by  tlie 
otKrntion  of  the  previous  question,  had  cut  off 
lU  opportunity  ol  remark  on  a  former  similar 
fobiect.  Their  motives  were  kind,  no  doubt, 
ihi  ha  gave  tbem  credit  for  Cbem ;  a  severe 
Aonn  waa  raging,  and  tfaej  yielded  to  their 
fedingi  H  ineo.  No  socb  reason  could  be 
ngad  DOW,  howoTer ;  for  the  present  was  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  days  they  had  enjoyed 
for  gome  time.  But  it  was  said  the  poor  of 
Georgetown  were  anffering— so  may  be  the 
poor  of  New  York,  and  omer  seetions  of  the 
Cmon.  In  oonclnaion,  be  tnuted  that  the 
HoiM  would,  by  its  vot«  to-day,  put  a  oheck 
to  legislation  on  matters  of  this  sort. 

Ur.  Bi.*ig,  of  Bosth  Oarolina,  contended 
UiU  it  was  not  competent  for  the  Hoose  to 
vote  donations  of  fiiel  for  the  people  of  the 
District  If  so,  it  would  have  power  also  to 
vDta  millions  of  the  pablic  money  to  feed  and 
dothe  the  luffering  poor  of  the  District  The 
Home  had  no  ri^t  to  give  away  the  public 
■nosey  for  any  sncn  parpose ;  and  if  nntlemen 
wera  disposed  to  be  liberal,  let  them  be  liberal 
mt  of  thor  own  money.  He,  therefore, 
aoved  the  following  snbstitnte,  by  way  of 


"Thu  the  Sergeant«t-arms  be  required  to  de> 
iM  bom  the  compeasation  of  the  members  of  this 
Boiue  one  day's  pay,  and  deUver  ssid  sum  to  the 
Ktpr  of  Georgetown,  to  be  applied  to  parchsse  fiiel 
brihtpMpen  of  that  town:  Provided,  nevertheless, 
Ihu  nch  deduction  shall  be  made  ^m  the  oompsD- 
■tioa  <^  nch  memben  only  as  vols  in  fsvor  of  this 

lb.  Pole  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
■nKsdment,  observing  that  he  would  rote  for 
it  vith  the  greatest  pleasnre. 

Vr.  droam,  of  New  York,  asked,  what  was 
the  Lc^atare  of  the  Distiiot  of  Colombia  t 
ij  the  aoBwer  to  that  qneetion  would  imply 
UK  power  of  the  House  to  grant  the  proposed 
^Kt,  yet  not  to  grant  a  similar  relief  to  the 
fWfit  of  Obio,  or  any  other  State  having  its 
on  Legislatore,  Congress  stood  in  the  same 
^latioa  to  this  Territory  as  tbe  Legislature  of 
S™  York  did  to  hers.  He  concluded  a  few 
'*'°*i^  by  demanding  the  prevkHu  question. 

^  esU  was  leooi^ed,  90  to  86;  and  the 
""M  qoertlon  wai  ordered. 

The  effect  of  this  decision  being  to  »et  aside 
<<<»  uDendment  of  Mr.  Bum,  the  qoeBtion  was 

St  m  agreeing  to  the  resolntion,  and  decided, 
.  Jtti  and  niTB  in  lYia  itfflFTnBrii>A_.-viuu  lOf) 


Mr.  Dbapkb,  of  Virginia,  by  leave  of  He 
House,  submitted  for  oonsideration  the  follow- 
ing reaolution :  , 

ItfoiMd,  Thu  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jodii^ 
be  dlmted  to  inqaire  into  the  expedieney  of 
defioiag  by  stSitute  alt  olTeDOaa  which  may  be  pun- 
ished  as  contempts  of  the  courts  of  the  United 


Mr.  Dkapks  said  that  he  had  offered  thia 
resolution  under  the  deepest  sease  of  duty.  It 
was  not  his  intention,  he  said,  on  this  oocaslon, 
to  agitate  a  qnestion  which  bad  been  recently 
mnch  agitated  elsewhere.  But,  teXA  he,  I  do 
wish  to  know  upon  what  tenure  the  people  of 
this  conntiy  hold  their  liberties.  I  wish  to 
know  whether,  if  I  myself  choose  to  go  into 
the  pnblic  newspapers  to  vindicate  any  vote  I 
give  here,  it  be  not  competent  for  any  man, 
who  thinks  proper  to  do  so,  to  enter  the  same 
foram,  upon  eqnal  groimd,  to  show  that  my 

Siloion  is  wrong.  If  I,  as  a  member  of  thu 
onse,  or  this  Honse  as  a  body,  should  set  forth 
to  the  wwid  any  opinion  upon  a  matter  before 
us,  baa  not  any  one  a  righ^  through  the  same 
medium,  to  qnestion  the  oorreotneas  of  that 
opinion  t  Does  not  that  opinion,  from  Uie  mo- 
ment of  its  pnblication,  become  publio  proper- 
ty! Does  it  not  present  as  fair  a  subject  for 
disonssion  as  any  that  can  be  presented  to  the 
mind  of  man  t  The  object  of  snch  a  publica- 
tion of  an  opinion  is  to  convince  the  readera  of 
it  that  a  certain  proposition  is  right.  If  the 
object  of  a  psblioation  be  to  convince  the  pnb- 
lic atflarge  that  any  particniar  proposition  agi- 
tated here  is  correct,  is  it  not  competent  for 
any  citizen  to  call  into  qnestion  the  oorreotneaa 
of  Buoh  an  opinion  t  Sarel^  It  is.  If^  then, 
we  have  not  the  power  of  promolgating  our 
opinions,  under  the  protection  of  a  garb  of  offl- 
Dial  sanotity,  I  should  like  to  know  if  any  other 
department  of  the  Government  has  a  right  to 
go  before  the  pnblio  with  a  vindication  of  ita 
opinions,  without  any  oitizen  who  chooses  hav- 
ing the  right  of  reply  to  them,  or  oomment 
npon  them.  This  body  has,  I  admit,  a  right  to 
preserve  decorum  and  order  within  these  walla, 
and  to  remove  from  within  them  any  one  who 
may  disturb  the  proceedings  of  this  Hoose. 
Bnt  i^  after  having  acted  upon  any  snijeot,  a 
mtyority  of  this  House  shall  choose  to  go  into 
the  newspaper^  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 
we  have  acte^  I  maintain  that  any  oitaMa 
whatever  has  a  rishl  to  meet  us  therc^  and  con- 
test those  gronncb.  Any  solitary  mdividnal 
has,  under  luoh  (drcnmstanoes,  a  light  to  meet 
and  confront  the  whole  body  of  the  majority 
of  this  Hons^  If  this  reasoning  apply  to  the 
legislative  body,  does  it  not,  in  an  eqiuu  dorree, 


an  individual  in  ofBce  lays  aside  bis  official  ca- 
patutf ,  and  endeavors  by  argument  and  reason 
to  coAvinoe  others  that  any  thing  wluoh  he  has 
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done  offldallj,  ho  been  done  properly,  he  has 
ft  right  to  be  met  hj  vbomsoeTer,  differing  in 
opinion  from  him,  in  any  fornm  which  he  him- 
self raft7  select  BelieTing  this,  I  have  pre- 
SBred  this  resrfntion,  under  s  deep  sense  of  the 
ntj  which  I  owe,  not  only  to  mjvelf,  fant  to 
the  sixty  thoosand  freemen  whom  I  represent 
on  this  Soor.  I  am  not  for  holding  mj  liberty 
for  one  moment  at  the  discretioo  of  any  indi- 
vidual. It  may  be  said,  ur,  in  oppodtion  to 
the  o^ect  of  this  resolution,  that  there  will 
be  dimcnlty  in  deiinlng  contempts  of  oonrt. 
Though  this  may  be  tme,  we  shall  find  no  diffi- 
enlty  in  defining  what  are  not  contempts.  "We 
can  embrace,  in  any  l^;al  prorision  on  this  anb- 
jeet,  many  cases  which  are  not  contempts. 
We  might  say,  for  example,  that  it  wonld  not 
be  a  contempt  of  court  to  express  an  opinion 
npon  any  decision  finally  made  In  conrt,  Ac. 
We  might  declare  that  it  should  not  be  a  con- 
tempt of  coort  in  any  one  to  say  that  a  judge 
is  not  immaculate.  I  beg  not  to  be  understood, 
said  Ur.  D.,  as  here  referring  to  a  caae  which 
has  been  lately  iwfore  the  other  branch  of  this 
Legislature,  sitting  as  a  High  court  of  impeach- 
ment. Far  Ite  it  from  me  to  reflect  upon  the 
condaot  of  any  individual,  who  for  anch  con- 
dact  has  been  constitotionaUy  tried,  and  legally 
acquitted.  But  the  law  ought  to  be  so  clear, 
that  every  individual  may  be  able  to  look  to 
the  statute  book,  and  know  whether,  in  any 
thing  that  he  may  do,  he  acts  within  the  law 
or  not.  For  the  seoarity  of  the  rights  of  the 
whole  people,  and  for  no  purpose  of  invidious 
ajlumon  or  personal  gratifleation,  I  invite  this 
inquiry.  It  is  proper,  ar,  that  every  individnHl 
in  the  community  should  know  what  are  the 
laws  which  he  is  bonnd  to  observe  at  the  peril 
of  his  liberty. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDoB,  oononrrins  with  bis  col- 
league in  the  eznediency  of  this  inquiry,  en^ 
geeted  to  him  tlie  propriety  of  modifying  his 
resolution,  by  adding  to  it  these  words :  "  and 
ab>o  to  limit  the  punishment  for  the  same." 
Hr.  Dbapbb  accepted  this  modification. 
Xhna  modified,  the  reeolntion  was  agreed  to. 

Claim  of  Jama  Monrot. 

The  House  took  up  for  oonaideration  die 
amendment  yesterday  submitted  by  Hi.  Mkr- 
OKB  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe ; 
which  was  as  follows : 

"  Strike  out  from  the  biU  all  that  follows  the 
enacting  cUum  and  insert — > 

"That  the  proper  accoanting  otBccrs  of  the 
Treoniry,  under  the  ■nperviston  and  Erection  of  the 
Secretory  of  War,  aod  lubject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  Btatei,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  aalhoriied  to  tAltM  and  settle  oil  the 
occDunU  and  cloime  of  Jamel  Uonroe,  late  Freai- 
deot  of  the  Uidted  States,  upon  piindpUs  of  Juitice 
and  eqidty. 

"Andbt  it  fitrlher  tnaeUd,  That,  so  soon  aa  any 
amount  shall  have  been  found  due  to  the  oaid 
James  Honroe,  it  shall  be  paid  to  him  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated." 


Ur.  WiujAMB  moved  to  amend  the  ameod- 
nient,  by  striking  ont  all  after  the  word  Ttta- 
uiy,  and  inserting  the  following : 

"Be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aathoriied  lad  di- 
rected to  examine  and  adjust  all  the  accauuU  txA 
doims  of  James  Monroe,  lale  Prerident  of  tbe 
United  Blates,  upon  tbe  principles  of  justice  uid 

"Aiiidb*itfKrt)iertnatted,  That  the  amoDiit  at 
the  several  accounts  and  claims,  when  eiunbied 
■nd  adjusted,  in  the  maimer  iforesald,  togetber  litli 
the  pmdple  on  which  each  Item  is  founded,  itui 
be  reported  to  Coogresi  for  final  declsioa  uil 
allowance." 

Hr.  WiLUUis  addressed  the  House  in  snppott 
of  his  amendment. 

Hr.  Sfkkobb,  of  New  Tork,  preferred  tbs 
amendment,  submitted  by  Kr.  KutCKS,  to  thit 
then  under  consideration. 

Ur^  Chiltoh  addressed  the  House  at  some 
length  agunst  the  claim,  and  replied  to  the  re- 
marks of  Meeers.  Spsnosb,  Evkert,  and  Ua- 
OEB.  Of  the  two,  be  had  a  preference  for  thU 
of  Mr.  WtLUAU^  but  thought  Congress,  iasMi 
of  Mr.  Bagner,  snonld  aettle  the  claim. 

Mr.  &TOKBB,  of  New  York,  thought  it  wonld 
be  perfectly  safe  to  refer  the  acooontsafUr. 
Monroe  to  the  accounting  officers.  Be  hoped 
they  would  be  settled  by  them,  and  never  come 
before  Congress  again. 

Mr.  Hdntikotok  wonld  vote  for  the  smeDd- 
ment  of  Mr.  'Williahs,  and  trusted  that,  if  thit 
should  not  prevail,  the  Hoose  would  act  upon 
the  matter  at  once. 

Mr.  Mallabt  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  Die 
claim,  and  would  have  been  willing  to  relieTS 
the  diBdnguished  individual  referred  to  from 
all  his  embarrassments.  He  should  support  tli« 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vii^ia 

Mr.  Dbayton  thought  enwgh  bad  already 
been  allowed  to  Hr.  Monroe.  He  referred  to 
former  leslalation  of  the  House,  and  spoke,  not 
hearing  the  argmneDte  of  otliras,  bnt  from  bii 
own  experience. 

Ur.  Angel  addressed  the  House  as  foDoo^: 

Sir,  if  it  be  now  in  order  to  advert  to  Il>e 
merits  of  thb  claim,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
express  my  opinion  upon  them.  I  am  s«>n 
of  the  nngrociouH  office  I  have  to  perform  in 
opposing  this  claim.  A  claim  identified  with 
the  name,  and  services,  and  sufferings  of  Jiuiea 
Monroe,  is  osloulated  to  draw  to  it  a  generou 
feeling,  and  to  inspire  a  confidence  in  its  merit 

In  1826,  a  portion  of  this  claim,  togetber 
with  other  items,  wbb  pending  before  Congrew. 
The  Bnhjeot  elicited  great  interest,  and  osdei' 
went  a  thorough  inveatjaaljon  by  the  mtab^      . 
of  thia  House  at  that  time.     I   then  hoa  tM 
honor  of  a  seat  here ;  it  become  my  duty  to  ta 
npon  it,  and  I  beatowed  great  attention  ofe^      I 
its  merits.    I  sat  down  to  an  examinodoD  witb 
feelings  of  strong  predilection  in  its  favor.   1      | 
had  a  high  veneration,  and  boundlesi  regoriL 
for  the  diaracter  and  services  of  tbe  n«ii-_  ' 
felt  an  earnest  desire  to  find  proob  wlicD 
wonld  autboriie  me  to  give  it  my  ra^KA  l 
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will  not  sv  Uiit;  I  examioed  it  impai^aUf ;  for 
mjt  feelings  strongl;  prepoaderftt«d  in  favor  of 
the  cUimuiL  I  wbs  reooQciled,  then,  to  An  sl- 
lo«»aoe  of  a  portion  of  the  tJiirty  tJionaand  dol- 
Ura  thea  allowed  bira ;  bat  sach  was  the  result 
of  m  J  eiNninotioQ,  that  T  vas  compelled  to  vot« 
against  tbe  allowance  of  the  whole  amoanL 

Freciona  to  presentingthe  cl^m  toCongresa, 
Mr.  Uiniroe  bad  applied  to  the  prooer  depart- 
ment for  its  allowance.  It  bad  naaergone  the 
eiaminatioD  and  decision  of  gentlemen  who 
were  then  in  the  Admioietration.  Tbe  exami- 
naciaii  bj  the  department  took  place  at  a  period 
when  the  facts  and  tbe  circnmBtancea  conneoted 
with  the  claim  were  freah  in  tbe  recollection 
and  dearly  within  the  knowled^  of  those 
irhosedatjittbenwastopaesuponit.  Thegea- 
tlemea  of  the  department  who  then  audited 
ud  liquidated  Mr.  Monroe's  cldms,  were  hii 
oODlemporaries  in  service,  and  were  bis  per- 
bonal  and  political  friends.  Not  satisfied  with 
their  rejection  of  certain  items  for  extra  ex- 
peases,  and  for  interest,  be  presented  the  qaestion 
to  CbnxresB,  and  asked  that  those  items  mittht 
iw  setUed  bj  that  body,  npon  principles  of  ins- 
tiee  and  eqaitj.  After  a  l^se  of  more  tnan 
fifteen  years  from  the  time  tbe  subject  was 
pissed  npon  by  the  department,  CooKresa  was 
indaced  to  pass  a  bill  allowing,  in  addition  to 
the  sJlowancea  by  the  department  the  sam  of 
twenty-Dine  thousand  five  hnndred  dollars, 
which  was  then  deemed  and  considered  by  the 
imuiity  of  Congress  who  voted  tbe  allowance, 
to  be  an  ample  and  liberal  liqnidation  and  pay- 
ment of  all  that  was  due  to  Mr.  Monroe,  npon 
principles  of  law,  jostioe,  and  eqnity ;  and  in- 
serted a  clanse  in  the  bill,  declaratory  of  its 
beijig  in  full  of  oil  bis  clums  upon  tbe  Govern- 
ment. It  seems  that  further  jnslic«  and  eqnity 
<n  DOW  called  for.  If  the  bill  of  1826  was  a 
tUisfactJon  in  fnll  of  all  his  alalma,  tbe  appro- 
liriation  to  be  made  by  the  present  bill,  if  it 
Kome  a  law,  most  be  a  donation,  and  not  a 
piymeDt.  The  OongreM  of  I82S  became  tbe 
irbiten  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  the  Treasury 
Depirtment.  Their  award  was  obliKslory  apon 
Ibe  Treaanry  to  pay ;  and,  under  the  terms  of 
tbe  ict,  the  acceptanoe  of  tbe  money  by  Mr. 
Uonroe  cannot  but  be  considered  as  obligatory 
spofihiiD.  Beciprocity  of  obligation  upon  the 
fKTka  must  be  irresiaUbly  implied. 

In  looliing  into  tbe  report  of  tiie  committee 
of  kit  session,  who  reported  the  bill  under  eon- 
adentiDn,  it  will  be  seen  that  upwards  of 
twenty-four  thousand  dollars  now  reported  as 
being  dae  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  incorporated  in 
Uie  bill,  consists  of  items  rqected  by  tbe  Oon- 
F«s  of  1826.  Three  thonaand  dollars  and  up- 
wards, of  this  latter  sum,  is  for  contiDgont  ex- 
penses, allied  to  have  accrued  in  England 
u4  France  during  his  mission  to  those  coun- 
tnea.  In  1826,  when  bis  claim  for  contingent 
(upeiuea  was  before  tbe  committee,  they  allow- 
fA  tdm  for  those  expenses  a  sum  eqn^  to  the 
average  flowed  to  other  Ministers  in  Ilkecaaes. 
^  aargfi  for  those  expenses  was  not  backed 
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by  Tonchers,  bat  exhibited  in  gross.  The 
charge  was  found  to  exceed  the  average  allowed 
to  other  Miniatera  by  upwards  of  three  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  excess  was  therefore  r^eoted  by 
that  committee.  The  balance  of  this  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars  is  made  up  of  interest 
alleged  to  have  accrued  upon  his  claims  against 
the  Qovernment  preriona  to  December,  ISIO, 
at  which  time  he  exhib!t«d  bis  accounts,  and 
settled  with  the  department.  The  committee 
of  1626  r^ected  this  interest,  on  tbe  ground  that 
ita  allowance  would  be  contrary  to  the  naage  of 
the  Qovemment  in  all  other  cases.  It  was  upon 
the  principle  that  no  AieAea  were  imputable  to  the 
Government  i  that  it  was  always  ready  to  pay 
its  creditors  when  they  sbonld  exhibit  their  ac- 
counts, and  demand  payment.  This  principta 
is  in  oonsoBonce  with  the  principles  of  the 
common  law,  which  declares  that  an  unliqui- 
dated demand  shall  not  draw  interest,  though 
tbe  creditor  may  omit  to  make  his  deound  for 
years.  This  role  prevails  both  in  law  and 
eqnity,  and  tbe  allowance  of  this  interest  would 
be  a  perversion  of  the  established  rule  of  each. 
Sir,  I  object  to  its  allowance  in  this  case,  for 
the  reason  that  it  would  be  a  manifestation  of 
fickleneaa  on  tho  port  of  the  GovemmeDt.  It 
woold  be  an  innovation  upon  its  fixed  and 
eatablished  rules ;  those  nJes  to  which  tbe 
daims  of  all  its  creditors  are  subject.  Adopt 
this  principle  in  your  settlements,  and  there  are 
dums  enough  of  this  description,  to  draw  Avm 
your  Treasury  many  millions  of  dollars.  Give 
notice,  by  tbe  establishment  of  this  precedes^ 
that  sucb  claims  are  allowable,  and  yoo  will  be 
overwhelmed  with  them.  Suppose  you  relax  the 
rule  io  this  particular  case  only,  what  will  the 
next  claimant  say  to  you  when  you  reject  his 
claim,  predicated  npon  the  Identical  principle 
with  thist  Will  he  not  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  you  even-handed  justice!  and  will 
he  not  have  just  gronnds  for  mnrmur  and  com- 

Sloint,  if  yon  try  bis  claim  by  one  rale,  and  Mr, 
[onroe'a  by  another! 

Sir,  it  is  our  pride,  and  our  every  day's  boast, 
that  onr  oitizsna  all  eqjoy  equal  rights  and  ore 
all  entitled  to  equal  privil^es. .  What  room  for 
comment  upon  yonr  boast^  equality  would  not 
the  allowance  of  this  clum  afford  t 

In  128S,  the  item  exhibited  for  services  and 
disbursements  amounted  to  about  eighteen 
thousand  dollars.  The  excess  then  daimed 
over  that  sum  was  exclusively  for  interest  ac- 
crued npon  it.  The  principal  was  rednced  by 
deducting  from  it  tbe  three  thousand  dollars 
before  mentioned,  and  Hr.  Monide  was  allowed, 
by  tbe  bill  passed  at  that  session,  above  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  of  the  principal  of  his  alleged 
demand,  with  the  interest  on  the  same  from 
December,  1810,  up  to  the  passage  of  that  act; 
which  interest  amoonted  to  more  tlian  fourteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Should  we  now  allow  the  twen^-four  thou- 
sand dollars  then  r^ected,  we  sbonld  pay  to  Mr. 
Monroe  the  ei^teen  thoosond  dollars  of  prin- 
dpal  be  then  oWmed,  with  npwarda  of  tldrty* 
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fire  thoDsand  dollan  foterest  upon  the  eame. 
No  moh  daim  ever  was,  or  ever  shoald  be, 
allowed  bj  this  GoTemment.  Since  18S6,  sev- 
eral additional  itemB  have  been  annexed  to 
those  then  claimed.  The  merits  of  these  itemB 
have  been  caovasBed,  and  clearlj  eipluned  npon 
this  Soot,  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  opposition  to  this  bill.  I  will  not  Bay  that 
these  additional  items  have  «nce  been  banted 
np,  as  an  apolog;  for  allowing  to  Ifr.  Uonroe 
a  smn  of  money ;  bat  I  will  say,  that  it  appears 
tomeeztraordinary  that  they^onld  have  been 
omitted  when  the  claim  was  before  presented. 
I  have  examined  them,  and  I  concur  with  the 
gentlemen  who  have  represented  their  ntter 

Somidlessness.  It  is  nnneceSBary  to  reptcat 
eir  arguments,  andlwill  not detun  the  House 
by  doing  so. 

We  have  heard  it  alleged  in  this  debate  that 
the  people  of  this  coontry  desire  the  allowance 
of  tnis  claim,  and  that,  should  its  decision  be 
submitted  to  them,  they  would  be  nearly  unan- 
imous in  its  favor.  Sir,  it  is  possible  that,  if 
it  should  go  to  them  under  the  partial  represen- 
tations of  its  friends  in  this  House,  they  wonld 
declare  in  favor  of  its  Justice;  bat  shonld  the 
other  side  of  the  story  be  told  them — shonld 
they  be  told,  as  is  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Monroe 
ba^  within  the  last  tbtrty'foar  years,  received 
the  sum  of  about  four  hundred  thonsand  dollars 
for  his  services  and  expenses,  which  amounts 
to  an  allowance  of  over  thirty  dollars  a  day  for 
all  that  time ;  that,  in  addition  to  this  allow- 
ance, we  voted  him  money  enough  in  1826  to 
load  a  wagon  with  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and 
that  we  were  now  called  upon  to  give  him 
■officient  to  load  two  other  wagons,  it  is  not  so 
clear  to  me  that  they  wonld  call  as  illiberal  or 
nngratefiil  fbr  withholding  it. 

Sir,  a  pecuniary  debt  to  an  Individnal  for  ser- 
vioea  rendered,  and  moneys  disbursed,  is  one 
thing ;  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  bis  patriotic  de- 
votion and  onyiddtng  fidelity  to  the  cause  of 
onr  oonntry,  is  another.  Could  I  find,  amongst 
the  proofs  exhibited,  the  evidence  of  a  pecu- 
niary indebtedness  to  Ur.  Monroe,  I  would  be 
amongst  the  first  to  vote  its  payment.  That 
we  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  I  most  cheer- 
toDj  acknowledge ;  and  when  a  proposition 
Bhul  be  made  to  grant  him  a  sam  of  money  as 
a  donation,  or  pension,  I  sliall  be  prepared  to 
aot  upon  it.  How  1  should  aot,  is  now  un- 
necessary to  say.  "  Sufflciect  for  the  day  is 
the  evil  thereofi"  I  cannot  reoonoilo  my  Jndg' 
nent  to  voting  a  donation,  under  color  of'^  pay- 
ing off  a  peonnlary  demand. 

Hr.  Cbockkti  remarked,  that  the  talking  of 

Kntiemen  would  not  change  a  single  vote,  and 
therefore  demanded  the  previous  (jaestion ; 
hut  ivithdrew  the  demand  on  being  mformed 
of  its  effect 
Mr.  Hamhonb  renewed  the  demand. 
The  demand  was  not  sustained  by  the  Honse. 
Mr.  WiLUAMB  then  called  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays  on  his  amendment. 
Mr.  Ukboxk  replied  to  those  gentlemen  who 
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had  spoken  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  tbt 
memW  from  North  Carolina,  and  referred  lo 

the  statute  book  to  show  that  seventy-seveo 
cases  had  been  settled  on  the  prindples  of  jus- 
tice and  equity,  since  the  eetablishment  of  the 
present  Grovernment. 


by  him  to  Ur.  Merobr's  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  109,  nays  61. 
'    The  Question  then  occurring  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Meborr,  as  amended  by  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  WiLLiAiia, 

Mr.  HzHPHiu.  inquired  d'  it  would  be  in 
order  for  him  to  offer  an  amendment,  to  snper- 
sede  that  now  before  the  Bonse. 

The  Spiieib  said  it  woald  not  be  in  orderj 
but  if  the  Honse  refused  to  Bgr«e  to  the  amend- 
ment now  under  consideration,  the  gentleman 
would  then  have  an  opportunity  to  offer  his  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  Hkmphiu.  desired  that  the  amendment 
he  held  should  be  read,  and  it  was  read  by  the 
Clerk,  as  follows : 

"  Whereas  James  Mouroa  baa  lepeatedly  memo- 
lialized  Congren,  coDoerning  certain  claiioa :  mil 
whereas  several  committees  of  the  House  of  Rcpre- 
■cDtativefl  have  reported  favorably  thereon:  lod 
vbereuB,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  and  other  ciuki, 
an  accurate  O[d[iion  cannot  be  formed  as  (o  the 
amount,  learing  a  compromise  as  the  ooly  sllenii- 
tlve :  therefore, 

"£>  il  tniKUd,  <*B.,  That,  tor  poblie  aerrieei, 
losses,  and  ncrifices,  the  sum  of  thirij^ii  thoasud 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  W  be  pud  to  JtinM 
Monroe,  Immedittety  after  the  pasnng  of  this  set, 
out  cf  aoT  mODeT  in  the  Treadury  not  othenrin 
ai^ropristed ;  which  shall  be  in  full  of  all  demuiila 
of  the  said  James  Uonroe  for  his  claims  as  afere- 
said." 

IS  yeas  and  n^s  were  then  ordered  mi 
„  sing  to  Mr.  Ukbou's  amendment  as 
amended ;  and. 

The  question  being  finally  pat  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  Uie  negative,— yeas  88,  nays  &3. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  r^ected. 

The  qneetion  then  recurred  on  ordering  the 
original  bill  to  be  engrossed  fbr  a  third  reading. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Hatkxb  demanded  the 
prevlons  question ;  pending  which  demand, 

Mr,  MoOox  moved  an  adornment ;  which 
prevailed. 

WsDingDaT,  FebruBiy  9. 
Salt  Springt  in  UlinoU. 

Mr.  Ikvui,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Commtttee  mi 
the  Pnblio  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  sale  oi 
lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  salt  springs  on  Vermillion  Biver,  in 
that  Stato ;  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  I.  moved  that  it  be  made  the  spedal 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next;  but  tba 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  I.  then  moved  the  third  reaffing  of  the 
bilL 
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Ur.  MoCoT  said  that  the  prsotioe  of  the 
QonM  was  Dot  what  it  ought  to  be.  He  was 
tired  of  bearing  the  maii7  motions  aabmitted  to 
make  billa  the  special  order  of  the  Akj — thus 

S'ving  oue  sabjeot  a  preference  over  others, 
a  moved  the  commitmect  of  the  bill. 
.  Ur.  IsTD,  of  Ohio,  explained  the  object  of 
tb«  bilL  It  provided  for  the  sale  of  certain 
luds  in  Illinois,  reservod  for  the  use  of  salt 
springs.  The  sales  of  fltmilar  lands  had  taken 
place  in  Ohio  and  other  Statea,  for  the  use  of 
those  States;  and  he  coald  see  no  good  reason 
why  the  same  course  should  not  be  pnrsned  to- 
wards Illinois. 

Hr.  DtTNOAir  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tirginia  (Ur.  MoCot)  would  not  arge  his  mo- 
tion to  refler  the  bill  to  a  committee,  as  snch  a 
disposition  of  it  wonld  be  eqnivalent  to  its  re- 
jection. The  bill  had  been  reported  in  con- 
formitj  with  a  memorial  from  the  Legislatnre 
of  the  State,  and  he  understood  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  were  to  l)e  applied  to  objects  of 
iLKraal  improvement  in  the  State,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  naviKation  of  the  Wabash 
Biver.  Tbissabject  hadbeen  several  timea  be- 
lore  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic  I^nda,  where 
it  hsd  met  with  some  opposition;  bat  that 
conunittee  was  now  nnanimonslj  in  favor  of 
the  bill  jnst  reported,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
vovid  noir  pass  it  withont  farther  delaj. 

Mr.  McCoy  having  withdrawn  hta  motion, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
Radiog  to-morrow. 

Jamn  Manrot. 

The  House  took  up  the  hill  for  the  relief  of 
Jtmea  Monroe — the  qnestton  being  on  ordering 
it  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ICr.  Havksb,  at  the  time  of  a^oumment, 
j«8terdaT,  bad  demanded  the  previous  qaettioo ; 
bat  the  House  thia  day  reAued  to  snst^  the 
dttna&d, 

Hr.  HnfTHiLt  moved  the  amendment  which 
wa^eaterdaj  read  at  his  request,  viz : 

"  Strike  out  of  the  bill  all  after  (be  word  ■  Tbat,' 
udbuett— 

"For  pubOe  serrtee*,  lessee,  and  sacrifices,  the 
MB  of  tbirtj-di  tbODsand  dollan  is  herebj  tppro- 
pnued,  (o  bis  paid  to  James  Hocroe,  immediatelj 
tfiet  the  paving  of  thia  a«t,  out  of  aoj  mooej  In 
the  Treaaurj  not  oltaerwtae  appropriated ;  which 
AiO  be  in  foil  of  all  demanda  of  the  said  James 
Iberoe  (or  his  cUima  aforesaid." 

Ur.  HncpBUi  declined  entering  into  Kdj  ar- 
(nmant  in  favor  of  bis  amendment.  Tarions 
nms  had  been  aoMeated  as  proper  to  be  appro- 
piattd :  be  had  £^ed,  after  some  attention  to 
(be  matter,  on  that  proposed  in  his  amendment. 

Ur.  BATints  ttiA  that,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
be  thnoid  oppooa  the  amendment,  because  the 
dttm  seemed  to  be  pnt  up  to  the  highest  bidder. 
He  had  given  the  subject  some  attention,  and 
was  convinced  there  was  not  a  dollar  dne  Ur. 

Ur.  Chiltov  aaid  he  would  make  one  more 
•tten^  to  get  rid  of  the  sabject,  oai  with  that 


view  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendment 
on  the  table.    N^atived — jeas  B4,  nays  111. 

The  qneation  reoQrring  on  the  amendment  of 
Ur.  HikiPHiLi., 

Ur.  TvoKBs  opposed  the  amendment  He 
had  exanuned  the  matter  with  considerable  at- 
tention, and  oonld  not  discover  that  Mr.  Uonroe  ■ 
hod  aLf  cMm  npon  the  Qovemment.  He 
viewed  the  whole  concern  in  the  light  of  & 
donation. 

Ur.  Clatbobkk  called  for  the  yeas  and  na^s 
on  the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Ur.  WiLLiA.VB  referred  to  the  concluding 
olaose  of  the  ameodment,  and  asked  if  it  woold 
be  of  any  avail.  The  act  formerly  passed  for 
the  relief  of  James  Uonroe  contained  a  dmilar 

Srovision,  bnt  it  had  not  prevented  the  intro- 
nction  of  the  present  bill^ 

Ur.  Pattom  add  he  did  not  like  the  form  of 
the  amendment,  jet,  as  he  was  disposed  to  go 
for  the  sobstanoe  he  should  not  take  exception 
to  forms.  He  would  move,  however,  to  strike 
out  |S6,000,  and  insert  $£3,000,  as  the  proper 
sum  to  be  allowed  to  quiet  Ur.  Uonroe's  olaun. 

This  motion  was  promptly  negatived. 

The  quft<!tion  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
of  Ur.  HaicPtiiLL,  and  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 93,  nays  89. 

Ur.  Hkhfhill  then  renewed  his  amendment, 
reducing  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  $S0,OOO. 

Ur.  Hatnbs  demanded  the  previous  qnea- 
tion ;  but  the  House  refused  to  eostain  the  de- 

Ur.  Ellsworth  submitted  on  amendment; 
bnt  the  Speaker  declared  it  to  be  out  of  order, 
the  House  having  yesterday  r^ected  a  ^milar 
amendment. 

Ur.  PoTTKB  submitted  the  fbllowing  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  after  the  word  "  sacrifloes :  " 

"In  addition  to  the  son  of  four  hondred  thou- 
sand doUais,  heretofore  paid  to  aald  James  Monroe, 
be  the  same  conuderation." 

Mr.  Cab»oh  was  very  »orry  to  differ  from 
his  coUeagne ;  he  oonld  Imv«  wisbed  the  amend- 
ment  had  not  been  offered;  bnt,  if  it  pre- 
vailed, it  conld  do  no  harm  to  Mr.  Uonroe.  He 
then  commented  upon  what  fell  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kew  York,  (Ur,  Abobl,)  yeater- 

Ur.  An'OKL  explained,  |Dd  vindicated  himself. 

Ur.  BuonAKAN  remarked  upon  the  short  time 
that  was  left,  before  the  oloee  of  the  session,  to 
attend  to  the  public  business.  He  hoped  the 
oldm  woold  be  decided  on  to-day.  Mr.  B.  said 
that,  before  he  resumed  his  seat,  he  woold  take 
thb  occasion  \o  remark,  that,  after  the  present 
generation  had  l)een  gathered  to  their  fathers, 
and  when  the  men  of  other  times  oame  to  re- 
view the  proceedings  of  this  day,  it  wonld  be  a 
stain  upon  the  character  of  the  nation,  if  we 
should  suffer  the  illustrious  individual  who  pre- 
ferred this  claim  to  go  to  his  grave  without  its 
odJoBtment.  Such  oondnot  towards  an  inJdivid- 
uol,  now  in  poverty  and  old  age,  who  had 
rendered  moat  important  aarvipes,  both  in  peace 
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«ad  in  war,  to  bis  oonntr^,  would  be  blazoned 
to  tbe  world  bj  the  enemies  of  oar  free  iustitn- 
tionB,  u  oDotlHr  proof  of  tiie  bgratitDde  of  re- 
pabUca. 

Ifr.  FoLz  Bud  be  wonld  be  tbe  last  nun  to 
inflict  a  atain  on  Che  oonntr;.  He  entered  into 
an  orgnment  to  show  that  the  indiTidaal  re- 
ferred to  had  no  claim  on  tbe  Dstioo.  Be  re- 
marked apon  the  charactAr  of  the  debate — eomtt- 
timea  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  ar^ed  aa 
if  tliere  waa  a  claim,  at  other  times  thej  ap- 
pealed to  the  feelings  of  members.  Some  gen- 
tlemen thooght  there  was  a  olidm  npon  Ooo- 
gress — olliers  viewed  tbe  matter  in  the  light  of 
a  gr&tnitv.  If  he  believed  there  waa  taj  thing 
dne  Ur.  Uonroe,  he  woold  provide  for  his  pxj- 
ment;  but  he  did  not  believe  there  was  one 
dollar  dne  bim. 

Ur.  UaanCT  stated,  in  refbrenoe  to  the 
amendment  proposed  hj  the  gentleman  ftom 
Nortii  Carolina,  on  bia  own  anthority,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Honse,  that  Ur.  Monroe  had 
not  received  400,000  doUan  from  the  Govern- 

Hr.  Thoufbok,  of  Georgia,  conndered  it  a 
solemn  duty  on  bis  pan  to  oppose  the  claim, 
and  he  shonld  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

til.  PoTTEB  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia wonld  eienee  him  if  be  thooght  that  gen- 
deman  was  not  alt<^ther  acoorate  on  tbe  sab- 
jeot  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  taken  some  puns  to 
examine  into  it,  and  was  satisfied  that  the  sum 
named  in  his  amendment  waa  not  far  &om  tbe 
trath.  He  remarked  upon  what  had  falleo 
from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  on  the 
score  of  ingratitude,  and  expressed  bis  opinion 
that  an;  man  who  had  filled  the  I^euaential 
chair,  and  had  been  commonder-in-obief  of  the 
arm;  and  navj  of  the  United  States,  bad  been 
fall]'  oompenaated  for  all  his  devotion  to  tbe 
interests  of  bia  oonntrj. 

Hr.  Watni  waa  of  opinion  that  there  was  a 
large  som  doe  to  Hr.  Honroe,  and  that  it  should 
be  paid. 

Hr.  D0B8BT  opposed  tbe  clum,  in  a  speech  of 
some  length ;  in  the  conrse  of  which  be  exam- 
ined the  gronnda  apon  which  the  claim  was 
founded,  and  replied  to  gentlemen  who  bad 
spoken  00  the  other  side. 

Mr.  MsBCEB  made  an  energetic  replr,  and 
repelled  some  of  the  oasertions  mode  b;  Hr.  D. 

Mr.  DoBSBT  r^oined  with  equal  warmth. 

Hr.  Polk  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
Hr.  Hbkobb. 

Mr.  Ubboib  animadverted  warml;  on  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  ftom  Harjland, 

gfr.  D.)    He  also  re^ed  to  the  remarka  of  Mr. 
OLK. 

Hr.  PoTTBK  modified  his  amendment  b;  in- 
serting S54,000  dollars,  instead  of  400,000. 

The  qaestion  being  then  pat  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  PoTTBB,  it  was  negatived,  b/  a 
large  majoritj. 

Mr.  Kekobsb  th«i  submitted  the  followii 
proviso,  to  come  in  at  the  end- of  the  ameo< 
ment  ofi'ered  h;  Hr.  Hxkfhill;  and  stated 


"  PrwiJed,  The  accoontiDg  offioer  of  tbe  Treas- 
mj  Depuiment  shsU,  upoo  an  exumDatioai  ot  hia 
accounts,  beUeve  so  mnob  Is  dae  him  apon  prind- 
ples  of  equity  andjaatioe." 

On  motion  of  Hr.  EiiswoBTH,  the  jeoa  and 
nave  were  ordered  ontheamendm^it  [wopowd. 

Ur.  Hbuphhx,  to  save  the  time  of  the  Hoos^ 
wonld  accept  of  the  amendment  as  a  modiSc*- 
tion  of  his  own  motion. 

Mr.  Thohpson,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  adjonm- 
ment ;  the  motion  was  negatived — 87  to  9S. 

The  question  recurring  on  tbe  amendment  of 
Mr.  HBMpniLi.,  as  modified, 

Mr.  HopraaH  moved  the  previoos  question; 
the  effect  of  which  would  have  been  to  take 
tbe  question  on  engrowtng  the  original  bill 
The  Honse  refoaed  to  sustain  the  demiuid. 

Mr.  WiLLiAits  then  demanded  the  jeas  and 
navs  on  the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Haykkb  moved  tJuit  the  Hooae  do  now 
adjourn ;  which  motion  waa  negatjved— j«*s 
81,  nays  109. 

The  question  was  Oien  put  on  tbe  amend- 
ment of  Hr.  Hkupqiix,  as  modified,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  106,  nays  88. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  eogrosa- 
ment  of  the  bill,  as  amended,  for  a  third  read- 
ing, andthe  yeas  ondnj^sweretKderedon  tbe 
question. 

THoiiroaT,  Febmory  S. 
I>utymSaU. 

Hr.  Hallabt,  from  the  Committee  m  Maun- 
foctures,  reported  the  following  bill : 

"Bi  it  tnacltd,  <tc.,  That  to  mad>  of  an  act 
entitled  '  An  act  to  reduce  the  daiy  on  sah,'  ap- 
proved Haj  39,  IBSO,  aa  will  take  tibu  os  and 
after  the  Slat  of  December  next,  be,  and  tha  sanie 
la  hereby,  repealed ;  and  that  the  duty  on  nil  Im- 
ported into  the  Cnited  Bcates  be  and  reatk  at 
fifteen  cents  per  buiheL" 

A  very  long  report  aooompanled  tbe  biL 

Tbe  bill  having  been  read  the  fiiat  lama,  Mr. 
LANaB  moved  its  reaction. 

Mr.  Tdcekb  objected  to  the  seoond  reading 
of  the  bill,  and  hoped  It  would  be  r^eoted.  He 
regretted  that  it  had  been  introduced.  The 
tax  ou  salt  was  oomplained  of^  and  jostly  com- 
plained of,  by  the  greater  part  of  the  American 
people ;  It  was  a  tax  that  operated  with  great 
severity  on  (he  poor.  The  tax  was  laid  for 
war  purposes,  and  should  not  be  continaed  in 


a  state  of  peace.  An  act  to  repeal  the  tax 
passed  at  the  last  session,  after  full  disoasakiD, 
and  it  waa  but  Just  that  Uie  repeal  ahonld  take 


place.  We  have  a  bill  on  the  taUesoftha 
Honae,  relative  to  a  redaction  of  the  duties  od 
sugar  1  was  this  bill  intended  to  have  any  effect 
upon  that  measure  I  Mr.  T.  hoped  that  every 
gentleman  on  the  floor,  who  dedred  the  pros- 
perity of  his  country^  would  promptly  vote  fof 
the  rqection  of  the  bill  reported  frttn  tbe  0<n- 
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miUM  on  HanoflKtaru.  Hr.  T.  defended  the 
vote  he  gmv«  the  otber  dhj  ag^oBt  tb«  rejec- 
tion of  A  bUl ;  he  did  it  with  •  viev  to  allov 
ta  (^portnnitj  for  discuatiion. 

Ur.  HUXA.BT  aaid,  there  wuDoUiiiignDnBaal 
in  reportiDg  the  bill  now  before  the  Honao. 
The  Committee  on  KaDnfactDroshvl  considered 
tbenl^ect;  itwM  anintereetingone;  and  the^ 
had  nrj  fiillj  given  their  views  DpoD  it  ta  tlie 
t^MTt  whioh  acoompaoied  the  bill.  If  the  geo- 
tleoun  whohAdjnat  token  his  seat,  felt  irrita- 
ted tt  tiie  eonrae  poraned  by  the  oommittee,  he 
eoaM  not  hrip  it ;  he  claimed  the  right  to  pre- 
Knt  hit  viewa  to  the  House,  and  bo  did  the  com- 
Dutte&  He  was  not  disposed  to  go  into  an  ar- 
foment  npun  the  snbjeet  at  this  time ;  he  should 
prefer  tbM  Uie  bi!I  snonld  lie  on  the  table,  and 
the  repMl  be  printed,  so  that  gentlemen  might 
bsve  time  to  reflect  npon  and  understand  the 
question  fof  themselves.  He  was  desirous  that 
iJu  bill  ihonid  take  the  nsoal  conrse — be  read 
B  Hcond  time  and  committed.  He  assured  the 
geatlemjo  from  Sooth  Carolina  that  be  had  no 
idea  that  this  measure  shonld  have  any  effect 
cci  the  BDgar  bill ;  nor  would  the  effect  of  its 
pu8sge  be  to  iterate  upon  the  poor — it  was 
mbcr  intended  to  relieve  the  poor.  The  gen- 
tlemao  had  swd  that  the  object  oT  his  vote  the 
otber  dajr  was  to  admit  of  discnssion — his  object 
DOW  was  to  prevent  it,  b;  strangling  the  bill. 
If  the  House  chose  to  r^ect  the  bill,  he  had 
nalfaing  to  U.J  against  it,  bot,  before  doing  bo, 
be  iboald  be  pieced  to  have  the  views  of  the 
CoEomittee  on  UannfluAiires  read. 

)b.  SniOHT  Bwd  lie  bad  been  unprepared  for 
the  introdoctjon  of  a  measare  of  the  natnre  of 
thit  DOW  before  the  Honae.  There  had  been  a 
Ml  discasnon  on  the  subject  at  the  last  session, 
sod  the  House,  hj  a  considerable  majorit}',  had 
pused  a  bill  to  repeal  the  tax  on  salt,  now  pro- 
posed to  be  continued.  In  the  debate  on  that 
oasrion,  it  was  declared  to  be  one  of  the  most 
grisToiu  and  oppressive  taxes  to  which  anj 
people  were  subjected.  Neither  the  poor  nor 
the  rich,  aud  Hr.  P.,  should  be  barthened  witli 
k  Ui  on  an  article  thU  entered  into  the  necea- 
MTj  conasmption  of  every  fiunilj.  Fasa  this 
Ml,  and  what  would  gentlemen  have  to  tell 
tiwir  ocoatttnents  when  they  went  home,  this 
inttnre  following  directly  upon  the  act  of  the 

Hr.  S,  then  spoke  of  the  effects  which  the 
OMMtre  would  nave  upon  the  people  of  the 
Goiith,  and  said  he  warned  gentl^en  to  be 
twticiu  iu  their  repeSited  attempts  to  keep  them 
dawn.  He  denonDced  the  vengeance  of  the 
South  oa  the  m^ority  of  this  House,  if  thej 
periisted  in  a  course  of  measures  like  those 
panned  for  some  years  past.  Last  year,  he 
uid,  the  li»ds  proprietaries  of  the  United  States 
lud  be&i  petitioned  to  reduce  the  duties  on  salt, 
ud  their  praytt  was  granted.  Now  it  was 
pi'i^poaed  to  restore  Uie  duties.  Would  not  such 
''guUtiuii  create  excitement  I  Yes,  said  Mr. 
^  nflh  a  ayitem  of  robbery  and  plnnder  will 
^Kale  exdtemeat    Was  the  South  to  have  no 


redress  of  grievances  t  And  when  she  had 
thrown  herself  on  the  liberality  of  her  sover- 
eigns, and  obtained  some  partial  relief,  was  she 
to  be  again  sot^eciod  to  the  same  burthens? 
The  day  was  coming  when  the  South  would  be 
heard.  The  oppreaaive  measures  under  which 
she  labored  must  be  repealed — it  will  be  done — 
and  shall  be  done.  The  South  was  on  the  eve 
of  a  rebellion.  Yes,  sir,  the  day  is  fast  ap- 
proaching, when  the  people  of  the  South  will 
rise  in  their  m^iesty,  and  stalk  the  avenues  of 
this  House,  and  take  vengeance  on.  their  op- 
pressors. Yes,  air,  and  J  fear  this  Qovornment, 
ondor  wbioh  they  clwm  the  right  to  tax  ns, 
will  be  made  "  to  reel  to  and  fro  like  a  dronkea 
man."    Sir,  I  am  done. 

ISx.  TnoMroon,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  addresa 
the  House ;  but  Mve  way  to 

H.  TcoKKS,  who  said  that,  when  the  biU 
should  receive  its  second  reading,  he  should 
move  an  amendment  to  provide  for  the  repteal 
of  the  duties  on  salt  in  toto.  He  felt  sorry  that 
the  gentleman  firora  North  Carolina  had  ex< 
pressed  himself  as  he  had  done.  It  was  his 
(Hr.  T.'s)  wishtoputdofrn  excitement.  Every 
section  of  this  oonntry  was  oppressed  by  this 
odioos  tax,  except  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
mannfactore  of  the  article.  There  was  an 
aristocracy  in  this  House — they  bad  power,  and 
they  exercised  it  to  oppress.  They  were  led  into 
error  themselves,  and  they  deluded  the  people. 
The  yeomanry  of  the  oonntry  never  had  been 
represented  on  this  floor.  The  object  of  the  tax 
on  salt  was  to  take  from  the  pocketa  of  the  poor, 
and  give  to  the  rich;  to  make  the  poor  poorer, 
and  the  rich  richer.  He  implored  gentlemen,  for 
the  good  of  their  constituenta,  for  the  good  of  the 
oonntry,  to  take  such  steps  sa  would  put  an  end 
to  excitement,  by  endeavoring  to  do  Jnstioe  to 
alL  For  himself^  he  oared  nomorefor  one  aeo- 
tion  of  the  counb?  than  for  another ;  his  object 
was  to  do  justice  t«  all.  The  people  were  op- 
pressed, and,  in  a  measure,  slaves;  the  TTnitm 
was  in  danger  of  being  rent  asunder,  and  he 
feared  the  day  was  not  (or  distant  Heaven 
avert  it !  Shonld  this  be  the  result,  however,  of 
the  measnresof  the  majority,  they  wonldnot  only 
have  to  answer  before  the  people,  but  before 
their  Qod.  He  was  determined  that  no  act  of 
his  shonld  bring  about  such  a  state  of  things. 
Referring  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Hillart,  no 
siud  it  was  to  him  matter  of  Bstonishment,  how 
a  high  duty  on  any  article  could  make  the  ar- 
ticle cheaper ;  as  well  might  it  be  aud  that  a 
coal  black  piece  of  paper  was  as  white  as  snow. 
It  was  a  contradiction  in  terms,  &o. 

Mr.  Thokpsok,  of  Georgia,  neit  rose,  not,  he 
said,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  merits  of 
the  proposition  reported  by  the  Oommittee  on 
Hannfactnres,  bnt  to  beg  of  gentlemen  who  are 
in  &vor  of  what  is  called  a  protecting  tariff,  to 
pause  before  they  proceed  too  far  with  it.  We 
of  the  South,  Bud  Mr.  T.,  have  been  somewhat 
amused  by  the  prosprect  of  relief  from  the  bur- 
dens heaped  upon  ns  by  the  m^ority  in  Con~ 
gross  by  a  repeal  or  redaction  of  the  duties,  and 
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th«  ezcitenNDt  on  that  acoomit  hu  always  been 
represMd  bj  the  hope  of  it.  Bat  when  we  get 
np  and  tell  the  Bovae  that  we  are  oppreesed, 
and  that  we  mnst  have  relief  tVom  thla  oppres- 
eion,  and  »ee  bow  our  romonstrancea  are  met 
by  those  wlio  are  trjing  to  oppreM  ue  still  ftir- 
ther,  do  gentlemen  aappose  that  we  can  Bubniit 
to  thie  ?  What  is  tbe  object  of  gentlemen  t  Is 
it  their  btention  to  goad  ua  on  to  eitremitie*  % 
Eecurriog  to  the  history  of  the  last  session,  Ur. 
T.  said  that  it  was  then  solemnly  decided,  after 
debate,  that  tbe  duty  on  salt  was  oppresmve  to 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  a  law  was 
ther^ore  passed  to  rednee  it.  And  what,  he 
asked,  waa  now  propoaedt  AAer  this  discns- 
non,  and  the  oonclnsive  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  tbe  Honse  that  the  dnty  was  too 
high,  and  ought  to  be  reduced,  for  what  pur- 
poae  could  it  now  be  proposed  to  reinstate 
that  dnty  t  The  Chairman  of  tbe  Committee 
on  J£aDimkctnreB  (for  whom  Mr.  T.  st^d  he  felt 
neat  reepeot)  had  said  that  he  had  no  objection 
viat  the  bill  shonld  lie  on  the  table,  that  mem- 
bers might  have  time  to  reflect  upon  the  snb- 
jeot.  In  the  best  feelings  of  his  heart  towards 
the  House  and  towards  that  gentleman,  Ifr.  T. 
bulged  of  those  who  favored  this  project  to 

Kuse.  For,  he  repeated — and  he  hoped  that 
shoold  not  be  considered  as  making  a  vun 
boast  or  threat  when  he  said  it — that  the  people 
ooold  not  submit  to  this  msnaeT  of  legislation. 
If  it  be  persisted  in,  said  be,  we  shall  m  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  resistance.  Jn  dlsonseiona 
on  this  enl^ect,  wben  I  have  stated  the  effect  of 
the  existing  duties  upon  the  people  of  the  South, 
I  have  been  told  by  tbe  friends  of  the  protec- 
tive system  that  I  did  not  understand  tbe 
snbject ;  that  the  experience  of  fire  or  six 
years  would  oonvinoe  me  that  oar  Eastern 
brethren  were  our  best  friends.  I  am  sure,  «r, 
that  no  gentleman  in  this  Honse  has  erer  re- 
sorted to  this  argument  to  blind  me  whilst  he 
was  robbing  my  pockets ;  bnt,  sir,  I  do  feel  that 
I  am  insulted  when  an  effort  is  made  to  take 
from  my  pocket  my  bard  earnings,  for  no  ue- 
ceesity  of  tbe  Qovemment,  and  for  no  pnblic 
benefit.  Ag^n  I  beg  gentlemen,  I  appeal  to 
them  as  individnala  and  as  representativea  of 
the  American  people,  to  pause  before  they  go 
ftirther.  I  repeat,  that  in  the  South  we  have 
Ipoked  to  a  deliverance  from  the  oppression 
under  which  we  labor,  and  we  have  considored 
the  rednction  of  the  duties  on  salt  and  some 
other  articlea  as  pledges  that  we  shall  not  be 
.  disappointed.  A  coofldent  belief  that  the  duties 
would  be  repealed,  has  induced  the  people  of 
the  South,  a  large  n^ority  of  them,  so  fkr  to 
submit  to  their  oppressive  operation.  Pass 
this  bill,  and  I  apprehend  they  will  no  longer 
forbear  resisting.  Mr.  T.  concluded,  by  aaying 
that,  if  the  friends  of  this  hill  persisted  in 
bringing  it  before  tbe  Honse,  he  sttonld  move 
to  amend  it  so  as  to  propose  a  total  repeal  of 
the  duty  on  salt, 

Mr.  LufiA  then  withdrew  his  motion  to 
r^eet  Uia  bilL 


Mr.  Obiltoh  renewed  it    He  said  Ibii,  b»- 


lieving,  with  (jreat  deferenoe  to  the  committee, 
this  bill,  if  pasaed,  would  further  amnxt 


thatU 


the  people,  not  only  of  the  Sontb,  but  ixentrj 
other  portion  of  the  oonutry — and  apprehenSTB 
that  it  would  lead  to  an  nnneceasary  sod  irrita- 
ting debate,  and,  it  might  be,  to  a  deciom  of 
tbe  question  by  wacer  of  battle,  (judgmgbj 
the  excitement  of  debate  yesterday,)  to  g«l 
rid  of  these  discturions,  be  felt  it  to  be  hia  dnt; 
to  move  the  previona  qoeetion. 

A  call  of  ue  Hotue  was  then  moved  by  Ur. 
WiLDX,  and  ordered.  One  hundred  and  nioetr- 
thme  members  answered  to  their  namea. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vakok,  further  proceediup 
in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  MoCrubt  asked  if  a  motion  to  lay  tli« 
bill  on  the  table  would  now  be  in  ordw. 

Tbe  Speaker  replied  in  tbe  negatiTe. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  demand  of 
Mr.  CniLTotf  for  the  previous  question;  Int 
the  House  refused  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  MoCbe£st  stated  that  be  was  ocisof 
thoee  who  had  oppoeed  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  ealt ;  bnt  he  saw  no  ose  bi  seiUtiog 
the  question  of  restoring  the  dnty  at  this  tima 
He  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay  the  Inll  oB 
tbe  table.  (The  motion,  however,  waadeelsred 
not  to  be  in  order  under  the  pending  qntation.) 

[Here  the  boor  allotted  for  morning  bsdirui 
expired.] 

Jamei  Monroe. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  <tf  Jamea  Hmroe,  u 
yesterday  amended,  again  oomlng  np,  and  the 
question  being  on  oraering  tbe  bill  to  be  eo- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading, 

Tbe  question  was  put  on  ordering  tbe  bill  to 
be  engTMsed  for  a  third  reading,  sod  decided 
in  the  affirmative  as  follows — yeas  100,  luyiK- 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  Tead  a  third 
time  to-day. 

'FvjaA.T,  February  4. 

Jamei  Monrot, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jamn  lC(»roe  ¥•» 


Mr.  Cbilton  called  &»■  the  yeas  and  nsyion 
the  question,  and  they  were  ordered  bj  the 
House.  Being  taken,  they  stood— yeas  104, 
nays  88. 

So  the  bill  was  pasMd. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  M^Brm,  tbe  title  of  the 
bill  was  amended  to  read  as  follows;  "A  bill 
to  provide  for  tbe  final  settiement  and  sdjost- 
ment  of  the  rarions  cl»ms  preferred  by  Jsoe* 
Monroe  against  tbe  United  States." 

The  hill  &om  theBenalefor  the  rdief  of  Wil- 
liam Smith,  administrator  of  John  Tayktr,  de- 
ceased, was  read  the  third  time,  and  pused. 

Itn.  Staan  Dteatar. 

Mr.  MoDoTTOi  submitted  a  motion  thatth* 

House  do  now  take  up  tbe  biU  to  compenssts 
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H  qf  Mtmirri. 


[H.. 


SoMii  Decalnr,  widow  and  leesl  represeatative 
of  Captain  Stephen  Deoatnr,  deceased,  6t  al. 

Hi.  WtLuuia  oalled  for  the  j'eaa  and  najB 
on  the  question  of  consideration.  They  were 
ordered  bj  the  Eonse,  and,  b«ng  taken,  stood 
— jeaa  8fi,  naja  100. 

Satcbdat,  Febrnarr  6. 
Jvdg*  P«ok'$  Trial. 

Xr.  Uwni.L,  of  New  Tork,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Accoonta,  made  a  report  on  the  me- 
mcvial  of  the  witnesaes  in  the  oaae  of  Jndge 
Feck,  attending  here  during  the  last  BCsaioii, 
weompanied  by  the  following  resolntion ; 

"RaJmi,  That  the  Cl«rk  of  this  House  be 
Hlhoriied  to  paj  to  the  witacawa  obo  atteaded 
bebte  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciirj,  in  th«  case 
of  Judge  Peck,  ^t  the  last  senion,  the  saiae  com- 
provtiim  for  their  attendance  aad  mileage,  reapee- 
tivdj,  M  hia  been  alloired  to  the  iritnesMi  who 
hiTe  fttleaded  the  trial  of  the  impeaehmect  at  the 
pmvnt  wmKin,  dedaottag  therefhnn  ^e  amount 
iBowed  to  them  tX  the  kit  ■euion.'' 

The  reaolatian  waa  agreed  to. 
The  Salt  Duty. 

Tb»  Honae  reanmed  the  consideration  of  the 
tall  to  restore  the  datj  on  imported  salt — the 
qneation  b^g  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  SvTBKBLAin}  aaid  that  one  or  two  of  hia 
cdlaacnas  had,  in  the  conrsa  of  the  debate  upon 
thii  bill,  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  npon  the 
table;  and  having  observed  that  the  Speaker 
lefased  the  motion,  declaring  it  to  be  oot  of 
order,  pendins  an  objection  to  the  second  read- 
mg,  he  took  leave  to  saj  that  be  reapectMly 
^prdieiided  tiiat,  Arom  tlie  recorded  decisions 
^  the  Honae,  the  motion  oiwht  to  be  enter- 
tained by  the  Chair.  Ho,  therefore,  with  a 
view  of  meeting  thia  oneetion  of  order,  moved 
that  the  IhII  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Tba  Spkaeu  prononnced  this  motion  not  to 
b«  in  order ; 

Hi.  8iiTHXBi.aND  appealed  from  this  decision. 
In  rapport  of  bis  conrae,  Mr.  8.  observed,  that 
ha  maaot  no  disrespect  to  the  Chair,  but  that 
ha  waa  detdrons  of  knowing  whether  the  de- 
dnona  made  npon  motions  last  year,  which 
*era  parallel  with  the  present  motion,  were  to 
be  ovemiled  by  the  Chwr.  If  they  were  to  be 
let  aside,  he  waa  anxious  that  tiie  House  abould 
kava  noUce  of  the  fact,  and,  at  the  opening  of 
the  nest  aesMon  of  Oongresa,  we  might  have 
lbs  point  atated  at  the  back  of  the  Jonrnala, 
where  all  matters  of  order  are  recorded.  For 
If  Qie  subject  waa  not  disturbed  in  the  way  be 
•Bggeated,  and  some  opinion  obtuned  from  the 
Chair,  the  practice  of  the  first  session  of  this 
Cougress  would  appear  from  the  Journals  to 
MDtradlct  that  of  the  second  session.  Kr.  8. 
tlien  proceeded  to  ahow  that  it  had  been  de- 
cided by  the  Speaker,  during  the  last  year,  that 
the  motioa  to  lie  on  the  table  took  precedence 
of  the  qneation  "  Shall  the  bill  be  reJeot«d  f  " 


and  cited  two  or  three  parallel  cases  fh)ro  the 
Journals  of  the  last  sesdon,  which  he  read  and 
commented  on  to  show  their  similarity  to  the 
present  case.    When  Ur.  8.  bad  conclnded. 

The  Spiarxb,  after  admitting  that  tfaa  prea- 
ont  decision  of  the  Chair  was  at  variance  with 
the  decisions  of  the  last  session,  which  had 
been  cited,  proceeded  to  explain  to  the  House 
his  reasons  for  the  change.  It  was,  he  sdd, 
after  matnre  refiection  on  the  former  practice, 
and  after  much  cousnltatio'o  with  those  better 
qualified  than  himself  to  form  a  correct  Judg- 
ment on  the  question,  that  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  fbrmer  decisions  were  er- 
roneooa;  and,  boing  so  convinced,  his  doty  to 
the  high  and  responsible  trust  reposed  in  him 
by  the  Hoase,  did  not  permit  any  fear  of  ap- 
parent inconsistency  to  prevent  his  following 
the  Rotates  of  his  better  Judgment  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  then  went  into  an  examination 
and  exposition  of  the  roles  of  order  and  the 
natnre  of  the  questions  before  the  House,  to 
show  why  the  former  practice  was  erroneous, 
and  the  present  decision  compatible  with  the 
spirit  of  the  mles,  with  their  tme  application 
to  the  qneotim,  and  with  the  reason  of  the 

Hr.  BcTHXRLAHD  observed,  a  greater  men 
than  either  of  ns  on  Tiarlismeatary  practice, 
[meaning^  it  is  presomeo,  Mr.  HatKll,]  nas  aaid, 
"  it  ia  much  more  material  that  there  should  be 


it  well  be  snstuned.  As  to  the  reasons 
addressed  to  the  House  by  the  Speaker,  with 
all  due  deference  to  the  Obvr,  Mr.  S.  thought 
he  (^onld  readily  answer  them ;  bat  as  Mr. 
Speaker  had  thought  proper  to  change  hia 
opinion  on  the  saltject,  he  fslt  no  dtsposition  to 
urge  the  appeal  any  f^irther,  and  therefore 
withdrew  it. 

Mr.  TaoKPSoit  aud,  that,  in  ocoordance  with 
tiie  wlsheaiof  several  of  hia  (Kends,  he  would 
withdraw  bis  objection,  and  let  the  t^  proceed 
to  a  aocond  reading. 

The  bill  waa  aooordingly  read  the  aeccaid 

Mr.  WiLLUua  then  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie 
on  the  table,  and  the  motion  was  dedded  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  14B,  naya  4]. 

Boot*  farihtvm  qfMmtbtn. 

Mr.  JoHKBoir,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

JUiotjttd,  That  the  Clerk  of  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatites  be  directed  to  procure  two  handred  and 
nxteen  copies  of  tbe  debates  of  the  State  conren- 
tious  CD  the  adoptiou  of  the  federnJ  constitution  in 
1787,  one  copy  of  wlilch  to  be  delirered  to  each 
member;   and  that  (he  Clerk  bs  directed,  also,  t 


hare  the  sane  bound  In  a  strong,  cheap,  ordinary 
binding,  to  embtaee  the  present  senou,  and  to 
contiiiue  in  future. 
In  BUpport  of  Uie  resolution,  Ur,  JomnoK 
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said  thAt,  wh«n  he  bsd  the  honor  of  B  seat 
the  other  Hoiue,  he  had  been  provided  wv 
the  reports  of  this  Hoase,  and  that  thej  were 
of  value  to  him.  He  baa  an  opportunitf  to 
rwd  them  in  the  reoeM,  and  thej  therefore  be- 
came of  eqoal  valne  to  his  oonstitaents.  Tbejr 
would  be  found  of  vast  importance  to  members 
generally-. 

With  regard  to  the  other  portion  of  his  reso- 
lation,  it  provided  for  the  pnrchose  of  a  work 
of  great  importance  to  members,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  pabllo  duties.  Tbe  other  House 
had  pas»ed  a  reaotation,  b7  which  each  mem- 
ber of  it  had  been  furnished  with  a  copj  of  that 
valuable  work,  and  he  hoi>ed  that  the  members 
of  this  House  would  abo  be  put  in  posaeesion 
of  it. 

Hr,  Cbiltoit  would  not  consume  tbe  time  of 
the  House,  in  debating  the  resolution  ;  but 
would  content  himself  with  calling  for  tbe  ;eas 
and  Days  on  ila  adoption. 

Ur.  Ingbbsoll  asked  for  a  dlvinon  of  the 
queatiou. 

Mr.  Ojucbbblkno  said  the  reeolnUon  was  one 
of  an  obuozions  character.  U  the  House  was 
disposed  to  sanation  the  measure  at  all,  it 
should  be  done  by  law.  Resolutions  of  a  sim- 
ilar character  had,  at  the  present  session,  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
and  he  hoped  this  would  take  the  same  direo- 
tion. 

Mr.  JoasBOB  said  a  law  was  not  necessary  in 
thia  case — it  had  not  l*een  the  onstom  or  prae- 
tiee  heretofore,  and  he  saw  no  necessity  for  it 
now.  The  Senate  had  ei^oyed  tbe  benefit  of 
ork,  and  it  was  procared  without  the  for- 


opposition  to  the  resolution,  it  was  referred  to 
the  libntry  Oommittee— yeae  75,  nays  6S. 

SaU  Borne*  in  lUinou. 

The  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  State  of 

Hlinois,  reserved  for  the  use  of  salt  springs,  on 

the  Vermillion  Krer,  in  that  State,  was  read 

liie  third  time,  and  the  question  put  on  its  paa- 


Bbattos  opposed  the  passage  of  the 


bill. 

Mr.  Irtin,  of  Ohio,  supported  tt  ^ 
Mr.  Ddnoan  replied  to  the  arruments  ui^ed 
by  Mr.  Draytos  against  the  right  of  the  State 
to  these  lands ;  and  advocated  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  SB  a  measure  calculated  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  United  Btato^^  mach  as  that 
of  the  State.  Ho  said  tbe  r«torvation  was  oil 
timbered  land,  and  the  land  in  the  vicinity  was 
prairie ;  that  the  sale  of  the  timber  was  neces- 
sary for  tbe  improvement  of  the  country,  and 
would  cause  tbe  sale  of  a  mnch  larger  qnantitj 
of  prairie,  which  was  public  land.  He  believed 
the  land  was  not  necessary  to  support  the  salt 
works ;  the  sale  of  them  had  been  asked  for  by 
the  Legislatnre,  and  he  knew  it  was  a  measnre 
greatly  deaired  by  the  oitisens  of  that  part  of 
the  State. 


Mr.  VicKLOTi  said  the  Itill  bad  ondergoiM 
a  thorough  examination  by  the  Oommittee  an 
Public  Lands,  and  that  comnittee  was  uun- 
imons  in  the  opinion  that  the  bill  sbonld  pui. 

After  some  further  conversation  I)etTe«n 
Messrs.  Dbatton,  Ibvin,  of  Ohio,  Wicnjm, 
Duncan,  and  PKms,  the  question  was  pnt  on 
the  passage  of  tbe  bill,  and  decided  iu  the  sf- 
firmative. 

Tbe  biU  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H.  Tebb, 
coming  up  on  its  passage,  it  was  oppoaed  by 
Messrs.  WiLLixva,  Bates,  Dbattok,  and  Cbaio, 
and  was  supported  hy  Messrs.  Johnbos,  of  Kaa- 
tnckr,  Whittlxsbt,  DnKCAS,  and  Coxma. 

[Ine  hill  provided  for  an  increase  of  the  pen- 
sion of  the  petitioner,  on  account  of  incrtaiiag 
disability  from  a  wound  he  received  fhun  an 
Indian,  while  carrying  the  mail  throng  tbe 
Indian  oountry.  It  was  opposed,  on  the  groaBd 
that  Congress  had  no  right  to  penucn  other 
than  those  who  were  wounded  In  the  military 
or  naval  service.  Mr.  Conkbk,  to  ahoir  that 
Congress  had  passed  a  bill  nllowing  a  pension 
in  a  sitnilar  case,  read  the  law,  which  granted  a 

Senaion  to  the  widow  and  representatives  of 
ohn  Heap,  who  was  killed  by  mail  robbers, 
while  in  the  act  of  carrying  the  m«l.] 

The  question  l>eine  put  on  the  paaasM  of  the 
bill,  it  was  reacted  by  a  vote  of  00  to  79. 


MoKDAT,  Febmarjr  7. 
/fufian  Affain. 
Mr.  Evmnr,  of  Massachosetta,  presented  a 
memorial  of  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Soatb- 
ampton,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  State 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  providing  for  an  ex- 
change of  lands  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  and 
for  their  removal  and  permanent  settlenent 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  may  be  repealed;  tint 
treaties  made  with  the  Indians,  heretofore,  msj 
he  inviolably  observed ;  and  that  the  said  In- 
dians may  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  lands,  and  in  all  the  rights  secured  to 
them  by  engagements  entered  into  l>etweeD  the 
add  Indians  and  the  United  States.  Mr.  K. 
oliserved,  that  he  had  long  fdt  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  consider  the  all-important  sub- 
ject of  this  memorial.  He  should,  himselC  i>J 
way  of  resolution,  have  called  the  attention  of 
tbe  House  to  the  anl^eot,  had  no  other  member 
expressed  an  intention  of  doing  so,  if  it  had 
l>een  possible,  under  the  rules  of  tbe  House,  to 
move  a  resolution.  But  it  was  known  to  the 
Ohur,  that,  for  several  weeks  past,  there  bad 
not  l)een  a  moment  when  it  was  in  order  to 
nove  a  resolution.  A  petition  from  a  very  re- 
tpectable  community  in  the  State  which  be  hsd 
t&e  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  had  been  plswd 
in  his  handa.  By  the  rules  of  the  Hoose,  ■  pe- 
tition cannot  be  debated  on  the  day  on  which 
it  ta  presented,  but  most  lie  on  the  table  oae 
day.  As  petitions  are  received  only  one  day  « 
tbe  week,  on  Mondays,  Mr.  £.  obserred  that 
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the  memorial  which  he  preseoted  maBt,  under 
these  rales,  lie  on  the  t«ble  till  that  Aaj,  and 
then  come  ap  as  the  nnflaUbed  bosinesa  of  peti- 
tions. Be  begged  leave,  therefore,  in  present- 
ing this  petition,  to  give  notice,  that,  when  it 
ahontd  come  ap  on  Monday  next,  he  eliould  feel 
it  his  duty  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Honae  to 
the  rerj  important  qnestion  of  protecting  the 
Indiu  Uibea  in  the  possessiona  and  rights  se- 
enred  to  them  by  treaty  and  the  lave  of  the 
United  States. 

OolenkaHati  Soeiety. 
Mr.  BoTuinr,  of  Tirginia,  presented  tlie  peti- 
tion of  a  nnmber  of  his  constituents,  praying 
ud  from  Congress  for  the  Ootonization  Society, 
to  which  he  mUmat«d  his  own  disagreement, 
bat  iDOTed  that  it  be  printed;  whitui  was  or- 

Th*  SdU  Etport. 

Mr.  TtA.vutST  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Hanufaetnres,  on  the  restoration 
of  the  doty  on  imported  salt,  be  printed  fbr  the 
nse  of  the  Honse, 

Ht.  Csn-TOH  was  opposed  to  the  motion. 
The  bill  was  done  with  for  this  session,  by  the 
coiuent  of  both  its  friends  and  enemies,  and  he 
wu  in  favor  of  letting"  the  report  sleep  with  the 
bilL  The  report  contained  an  ex  parte  ar^- 
ment  on  the  enbject,  which  Hr.  C.  did  not  wish 
to  lend  among  tlie  people  with  even  this  indi- 
rect Binction  of  the  Honse.  The  ooantry  was 
DOW  in  a  state  of  excitement,  and  every  mem- 
ber onght  to  be  willing  to  allay  that  eiciCement, 
inetead  of  sending  forth  what  wonld  tend  to 
iDcreaw  it.  However  untenable  the  argument 
of  the  report — an  argument  so  fallacious  that 
soy  schoolboy  conld  answer  it — the  order  to 
print  an  estra  nnmber  vonld  give  to  it  some 
degree  of  importance.  The  report  was  pre- 
nmed  to  be  tne  prodnction  of  an  individoal  of 
the  Committeo  on  MannfBctnres ;  and  if  the 
practice  were  to  prevail,  it  woold  become  an 
easy  nistler  for  any  member  of  the  Honse  to 
hsve  his  opinions  sent  forth  with  this  sanction, 
however  onnoxions  they  might  be  to  the  sense 
rf  the  Honse.  If  gentlemen  desired  to  dis- 
tribnte  copies  of  the  report,  let  them  do  it  at 
tbdr  own  expense,  not  at  that  of  the  Honse. 

Ur.  ViLUAJce  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for 
printing  on  the  table. 

Ur.  Kallabt  requested  that  Ur.  'W.  woold 
withdraw  the  motion,  to  give  him  an  oppar- 
tonity  of  replying  to  Mr.  Chiltor's  remarks, 
bit  Mr.  W.  declined  yielding  to  the  re<^aest. 

The  qntttion  was  then  put  on  laying  this 
motion  on  the  table,  and  was  decided,  by  yeas 
sod  nays,  in  the  negative — yeas  63,  nays  100. 

The  report  was  t£en  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Jvdieiarjf  Btportt, 
The  House  having  taken  np  the  reeolntion 
wbniitted  tome  days  ago,  by  Mr.  Whitb,  of 
Kew  York,  to  print  three  tfaoosand  additional 
copies  of  the  repOTt  of  tlie  Committee  on  the 
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Jndiciary  in  fbvor  of  repealing  the  36th^ection 
of  the  Judiciary  act  of  1789,  together  with  the 
counter  report  of  the  minority  of  the  oonimit- 


tion,  but  really  he  felt  none.  The  qoestion  on 
the  repeal  of  the  2fith  section  had  been  settled 
by  the  Honse— settled  to  Mr.  B.'s  entire  satis- 
faction. This  decision  had  gone  forth  to  the 
people,  and  he  saw  no  good  purpose  it  conld 
answer  to  send  the  two  arguments  of  the  com- 
mittee lag^ng  after  it  through  the  conntry. 
He  was  therefore  opposed  to  printing  any  addi* 
tional  wpies. 

Mr.  E&TNSB,  of  Georgia,  was  in  favor  of 
printing  the  extra  copies.  The  report  of  the 
committee  contaoned  a  fair  exposition  of  tlie 
nnconstitntionality  of  the  SSth  section  ;  and  as 
there  had  been  no  opportunity  for  a  discassion 
of  the  subject  in  tie  Honse,  he  wished  the  ar- 
gnment  of  the  committee  to  be  extensively  dis- 
seminated. Ko  man,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  more  at- 
tached to  the  Union  of  the  States  than  himself; 
but  he  did  not  oon«der  the  proposition  to  re- 
peal the  section  as  any  attack  on  the  Union ; 
on  the  contrary,  being  satisfied  that  the  section 
was  itself  unconstitutional,  he  was  in  favor  of 
its  repeal,  and  wished  the  aigument  of  the 
committee  printed  for  the  information  cS  the 


T< 


Okiltok  moved  that  the  motion  be  lud 
the  table ;  bat  withdrew  hia  motion  at  the 
request  of  several  gentlemen. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOB,  of  Virginia,  remarked,  that 
much  had  been  said,  and  many  allusions  had 
been  made  to  an  expression  of  his  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  he  considered  the  proposition  to 
repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  jndiciary  act  as 
equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  Union. 
Such,  said  Mr,  D.,  is  my  opinion.  It  is  my 
opinion,  and  I  hope  no  on^  feelings  will  be 
produced  by  my  avowing  it,  Althongh  I  en- 
tertain this  opinion,  I  was  willing  to  discuss 
the  bill,  and  it  was  no  &n1t  of  mine  that  it  was 
not  disonssed.  I  did  not  make  the  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  precluded  de- 
bate. Mr.  D.  s^d  he  hu  been  spoken  to  by 
several  gentlemen  to  support  the  printing  of  an 
additional  number  of  llie  report,  tte.  \  and  al- 
though the  report  and  counter  report  had  been 
very  generally  published  in  the  newspapers,  he 
was  willing  to  order  the  extra  nnmber ;  indeed, 
a  larger  number  than  that  proposed.  The  re- 
ports were  important;  ana,  in  the  pamphlet 
form,  genUemen  to  whom  they  were  sent, 
wonld  DC  more  liltely  to  preserve  them  fbr 
their  own,  and  the  pemsal  of  otliers.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so  aa 
to  print  six  thousand  instead  of  three  thoosand 
additional  copies. 

Mr.  QoBDON,  of  Virginia,  sud,  the  remark  of 
his  colleague,  aa  to  the  character  of  the  bill,  he 
mnst  oonSder  as  a  direct  reflection  on  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  it.  And,  as  one  of  those 
who  oononrred  in  the  report,  he  mnst  protest 
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ag^8t*that  reflectaoo,  Vben  a  committee  of 
the  Hoiue  had  glvoi  to  a  mbjeot  the  colnieBt 
uid  matmot  iiiTestigatioD,  uid  a  motion  ia 
made  to  print  their  report,  a  gentlemati  gets 


Dnion ;  and  this,  too,  from  a  geatleniaii  whooe 
legal  character,  aod  whose  standing  in  the 
House,  gave  his  opinions  some  contrcd  oTer  the 
opinions  of  others.  To  on  opinion  so  erro- 
neona,  and  a  contM  so  eztraordinarr,  Mr.  G. 
cootd  not  submit  in  silence.  In  regard  to  the 
Union  of  these  States,  Ur.  O.  sdd  he  viewed  it 
as  the  palladium  of  onr  hopes,  and  of  the  liber- 
ties of  mankind ;  and  he  felt  as  strong  an  at- 
tachment to  it  as  his  ooUeagne  eoold  poaidbly 
feel,  althoQgh  be  might  soy  leas  than  him  alwut 
it.  As  to  the  constitntionality  of  the  SSth  sec- 
tion of  the  Jadiciary  act,  has  it  not,  llr.  G. 
asked,  been  mooted  freqaentlj.  It  was  neither 
a  new  qaeetion,  nor  an  alarming  one.  Could 
it  be  new,  especially  to  a  Virginia  lawyer? 
Does  the  gentleman  not  know  that  the  Vir- 
ginia Jndiciary,  with  Boane  at  its  head,  bad 
solemnly  denied  the  constitutionality  of  that 
section  t  Did  he  not  also  know  that  many  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  State,  including  John 
Taylor,  of  Caroline,  had  contended  that  tne  seo- 
tion  was  nncoDstitational  t  Did  not  Geoi^a, 
the  other  day,  by  her  Legislature,  deny  the 
oonatitotionality  of  the  act,  and  order  her  Exeo- 
ntive,  with  all  Der  powers,  to  repel  its  enforce- 
ment on  her  t  Eaa  not  Pennsylvania,  too,  de- 
clared it  uDoonstitational,  and  resisted  its  exe- 
ottiont  Why,  then,  this  tone  of  alarm  and 
terror!  Why  the  call  for  the  preTlons  qnee- 
tion,  to  suppress  debate  on  the  billt  Why  shnn 
its  discussion  t  Ifr.  G.  did  not  himself  desire 
to  debate  it.  Ho  might  not  even  hare  deemed 
this  a  proper  time  for  disturbing  the  qneation ; 
bnt  be  saw  nothins  in  the  prtqwsition  to  be 
alarmed  at  On  the  contrary,  T  doclare  to 
God,  exclaimed  Mr.  G.,  I  believe  nothing  woold 
tend  so  much  to  oomposa  the  present  a^tation 
of  the  country,  and  allay  the  prevailing  excite- 
ment, as  the  repeal  of  that  portion  of  the  jn- 
diciary act.  Ur.  G.  alluded  to  the  case  of  Oo- 
hena,  by  which  the  State  of  Virginia  was  made 
a  party  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  had  em- 
ployed distin^ishod  counsel  to  argue  the  nn- 
constitutionality  of  the  authority  claimed  by 
the  oonrt ;  and  was  proceeding  to  make  some 
further  remarka  hut  checked  himself^  as  he  did 
not  wiah,  he  aaid,  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
question. 

l£r.  DoDDBmoE  observed  that  his  colleasne's 
remarks  about  the  previous  question,  and  alwnt 
the  suppression  of  debate  on  the  hill,  did  not 
apply  to  bim.  He  had  not  moved  tho  previous 
question,  or  made  any  other  motion  which 
would  preclude  debate;  and,  as  for  what  his 
colleague  thought  of  his  opinions,  he  did  not  care 
a  tJtUe— not  a  tittle.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  not 
been  averse  to  debating  the  bill ;  bnt,  as  it  was 
not  debated,  he  was  in  favor  of  giving  the  great- 
eat  possible  publicity  to  the  argoments,  pro  and 
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eott,  of  the  committee,  and  had,  therefora, 
moved  to  increase  the  number  of  additio)ul 
copies  to  six  thousand. 

Here  the  expirmlkin  of  tb«  boor  pot  an  <sd 
to  the  snt)]eot  for  Uiis  day. 


Wkdsudat,  Febroiry  9. 
J}t/mdten. 
Ur.  WioKUFVB  laid  on  the  table  the  follciv- 
ing  resolution : 

SMoivd,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  nniled  SbtM 
be  requested  to  commnaicate  to  this  Hoiue  ib« 
■mount  of  each  defalcation,  and  the  namei  of  llie 


defaulters ;  the  namei  and  amount  of  eadi  pnak- 
of  the jnb- 
lie  moaey  by  iodividuala  in  the  cmployBiHit  at  tlie 


m  the  Treasury,  or  frmadnlentDseof 


Ooveniment;  vnd  the  namea  of  the  peiMD  or  pe^ 
sons  coDceraed  therein;  the  tniilsnrfifcin  vhld  the 
public  noney  baa  been  misapplied  or^verted  bom 
the  objects  for  wUch  it  vaa  appropriated  by  Cos- 
greaa  ;  and,  also,  the  amoont  of  improper  iSkfl- 
anceB  to  offlceia,  agenta,  or  othera,  in  the  pnblic  em- 
ployment,  made  by  any  of  the  depaitmeot*  of  the 
Govemmenti  the  amauiiU  thereof,  and  tovhomit 
lowed,  dnce  the  8d  day  of  March,  183S. 


Tbubsdat,  February  10. 
/nCemoI  Intpivetmuittt. 

Mr.  HsMFHitL,  from  the  Oommittea  on  In- 
ternal Improvements,  to  which  was  rcfured  n 
mnch  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  at  the  comraenoement  of  tbe 
present  session  as  relates  to  that  subject,  mads 
a  report  thereon,  and  moved  that  it  be  comnil- 
tod  and  printed. 

The  report  embraced  a  Ml  reply  to  the  opin- 
ions announced  in  the  Eiocntire  Message  on 
the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  and  ««- 
eluded  with  the  following  resolution : 

ifciDlMf,  That  it  Is  expedient  that  the  Oenenl 
Goremment  should  continae  to  pioeecata  intenul 
improvements,  by  direct  appropriatiDos  of  moaej, 
or  by  subKriptiooa  for  stock  in  companies  iacdr- 
porated  in  tha  reapective  ^tea. 

Mr,  Ea-nras  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port    The  Clerk  having  progressed  at  aoow 

Mr.  Csn-Toii  moved  to  anspend  the  Airtber 
reading,  and  that  the  report  lie  on  tiie  Uble, 
and  be  printed. 

Alter  a  few  remarks  between  Mean*.  lf'<«: 
um,  Obiltoit,  and  the  Ooub,  as  to  a  pnot  <*! 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  (tf  the  r^ 
port;  when, 

Mr.  MoDnvnx  moved  to  snqMmd  the  nuwa' 
reading. 

[Here  arose  a  discoBaion  between  Mr.  MoDti- 
m,  the  CHAie,  and  Messrs.  Mbscsb,  Bcnn- 
LiMn,  and  Wioku»f«,  as  to  the  oorrectow  ol 
the  motion  of  Mr.  MoDnma.  It  was  'a^h 
on  the  wia  aide,  that  when  a  motion  or  iwao- 
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tJoD  was  being  read  the  firat  time,  it  waa  not 
ID  order  fur  a  member  to  move  to  snapeiid  the 
reidiug.  Oa  the  other  hand,  it  was  a««erted 
tluL,  bj  »  mle  of  the  Hotu^  "  when  the  read- 
ing of  a  paper  "  was  "  oalied  for,  tud  the  swue 
objected  to  by  aaj  member,  it  Bhoold  be  detar- 
mined  bj  a  voM  of  the  Boose."  Former  do- 
cisiooi  in  the  case  were  also  referred  to ;  and 
the  decinon  of  the  Chair,  that  the  moUoD  was 
sot  in  order,  was  appealed  from.  Mr.  Uabtin 
Tu  temporarily  in  the  chair  to-day.  To  aave 
time,  Hr.  HAivxa  withdrew  his  motion  fur  the 
reading.] 

The  T^xni  was  then  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted, and  the  usual  nomber  of  copies  directed  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Vasoi  mOTBd  for  the  printing  of  ns 
ibooMad  additional  copies ;  which  motion,  by 
s  nk  of  th»  Bonse,  was  l^d  dtbt  till  the  next 
i*T-  > 

Baltimore  and  TTiuAmf  tm  BttUnmd. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  District  bnii- 
nea,  Hr.  Doddbidgb  moved  that  the  Honse 
tike  Qp  the  bill  to  antborlze  the  extension,  oon- 
strnction,  aod  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  R^lroad,  into  and  within 
tbe  District  ot  Colombia. 

Kr.  DoBSET  itated  that  a  portion  of  the  del- 
eptioD  of  Uaijland  was  pbced  in  an  embar- 
rumog  predicament  on  this  bUL  They  did  not 
«nsh  tn  do  any  Ihin^  which  might  endanger 
ttw  bill ;  bnt  the  Legislature  of  MfUT-land  bad 
no«  before  it  a  proposition  to  constniot  a  rail- 
road from  Baltimore  to  Washington,  hj  the 
Bute  fonde ;  and  it  would  seem  reapectfol  for 
tlw  members  from  Karyland  to  wait  the  action 
oT  the  State  LwialBtnre  on  the  luUect.     A 


ftted  together,  antT  agre«d  to  move  ( 
It  of  the  bill  for  « ffew  days. 


poat^ 


*H  now  before  the  Legislature  of  Maryland, 
tothowthe  improbability  that  the  proposition 
would  reaott  in  the  work  being  widertakon  by 
tlie  State.  At  his  request,  Mr.  Dobsit,  for  the 
[meat,  withdrew  his  motion ;  and 

Tbe  Hoose  took  np  the  bill  and  the  imend- 
iWDta  reported  thereto  by  the  Conunitt«e  for 
tbe  Distnct  of  Oolumhla. 

[CooiideraUe  discoasion  took  place  on  the 
uuodments,  in  which  Meeara.  Eowakd,  Don- 
Mniet,  WAaBiBOTOK,  Sbjocxs,  Bbowit,  Mbb- 
na,  Homux,  and  MoDrnm,  took  port] 

Tbe  remaizuler  of  the  sitting  was  spent  on 
UieDiatriet  bills. 


iSoxaAT,  Febroary  14. 
bdim  Affain~Queition  qf  Order. 
the  petition  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Em- 
fr,  of  Maasachnaetta,  last  Monday,  from  snn- 
dry  tttiienB  of  MaBsachasetta,  prating  the  rtr- 
pul  of  the  Indian  law  of  last  seaaton,  ico.,  was 


annoonced  by  the  Ohur  as  now  before  the 
Honse  for  diaposaL 

Mr.  Tdokcr,  of  Bonth  Carolina,  demanded 
that  the  qoeaUon  of  "  conaideration  "  be  put, 
and  the  Speaker  annoonced  this  to  be  the  qnes- 
tJon. 

[This  qneation  preolndea  debate  on  any  mo- 
tion, unless  the  Hoose  deoidea  in  favor  of  its 
coneider^on.] 

Mr.  LuHPEUf  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  "conaideration;"  and  they 

Mr.  ETUtnr  said  that  he  considered  the  de- 
mand for  the  qneation  of  consideration  ont  of 
order;  the  petition  had  been  recwved  by  the 
Hoosa  amd,  if  this  motion  were  enterbUned  by 
the  ptiair,  it  wonld  cnt  off  all  debate  on  the 
petition,  which  Mr.  K  said  be  had  a  right 
to  discuss,  on  pieaenting  it,  if   he    thought 

"nie  Spbuob  laid  the  Houae  had  a  right  to 
decide  whether  it  wonld  oonnder  the  gentle- 
man's motion— it  had  a  right  to  refuse  to  re- 
ceive tbe  petition  itaelL 

Mr.  EvxsxTT.  But  the  House  has  received 
the  petition. 

The  Bpkabxb  said  the  petition  had  been  re- 
ceived and  laid  on  the  table ;  that  tbe  Honse 
bad  a  right  now  to  say  whether  it  would  con- 
sider the  gentieman's  motion  touching  its  refer- 
ence, and  therefore  the  demand  for  the  qnea- 
tion of  oonsideration  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Bbll  asked,  if  the  Honse  decided  in 
favor  of  "  consideration,"  what  time  wonld  the 
disonsfiion  be  in  order  I 

The  Bpbakkb  replied,  it  oonld  only  be  eon- 


tinned  to-day,  and  the  next  days  on  which  the 

presentation   of   petitions  wonld  I 
(namely,  on  Monoay  alone.) 


1  be  in.  order, 


Mr.  EvBBKTT  said  he  f^t  himself  under  the 
oecessitj  of  appealing  from  the  decision  of  the 
Ohair,  on  the  correctness  of  entering  the  de- 
mand for  the  question  of  consideration ;  argn- 
ing  that  this  was  no  motion  or  proposition 
offered  to  the  House,  bnt  simply  a  petition 
from  a  ]K>rtion  of  his  constituents,  whion  they, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  constitntional  righf,  had 
presented  to  the  Hoose  through  him,  their  rep- 
reaenUtive,  He  had  Md  it  on  the  table,  nnder 
the  rule ;  it  came  np  to-day,  as  a  matter  of 
conrse ;  its  oonsideration  required  no  motion, 
and  he  had  made  none ;  the  matter  before  the 
Honse  was  the  petition  itself,  and  to  that  he 
had  a  right  to  apeak ;  it  was  a  oonatitntional 
right  to  which  the  rule  of  consideration  oonld 
not  apply,  and  conld  not  oat  off. 

Mr.  TnoEKB,  in  a  few  remarks,  defended  his 
call  for  the  question  of  "  consideration,"  and 
his  motive  for  making  it.  His  object  was  to 
save  the  tjme  of  the  Houae  from  being  wasted 
in  a  naeleea  debate. 

The  Spbiksb,  after  atating  the  caae,  read  the 
rules  in  point,  which  he  expltuned  at  some 
length,  to  show  the  correctoesa  of  hia  decision 
in  entertaiuing  the  demand  for  "  considera- 
tion."    He  referred  particularly  to  the  fifth 
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rale,  which  ia  as  fbllowa :  "  When  tuij  motion 
or  propociitioii  is  made,  the  qaestion,  '  Will  the 
Boase  now  consider  it  t '  sball  not  be  put, 
leu  it  it  demanded  b;  Bome  member,  oi 
deemed  necessary  by  the  Speaker." 

Ur.  Watke  asked  if  he  was  to  nnderstand 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  trooi  Soath 
Cardina  (Ur.  Tdckbb)  was  in  order  before  the 

EDtleman  fram  UassachoBetta  (ICr,  Etrsxtt) 
d  snbmittad  any  pmposition. 

The  Spkaksr  replied,  that  he  oonsldored 
there  wBs,  virtaally,  a  motion  before  the  Honse, 
on  takJDK  up  the  petition  for  disposal. 

Ur.  Waihb  thought  that  did  not  follow  of 
oonrse.  Tho  gentlenian  from  MaauchiuettB 
had  not  BQbmitted  any  proposition  relative  to 
the  petition ;  and,  until  he  did  that,  the  Honse 
ooold  not  know  what  his  motion  would  be,  or 
decide  whether  tfaey  would  conuder  it.  The 
House  would  be  Totmg  In  the  dark.  He  main- 
tained that  the  Speaker  would  be  right,  had  the 
gentleman  made  any  motion  for  the  disposition 
of  the  petition,  but  at  present  the  demand  of 
"  oonstderatioa  "  he  Ihoaght  premature. 

Mr.  TcoEBR  then  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
qoestion  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Etbrbtt  said  it  was  his  intention  to  do- 
bate  the  petition  which  he  had  presented  to  the 
House ;  and  when  the  Speaker  decided  that  he 
oonld  not  do  so,  he  denied  a  right  which  was 
■anctioned  by  the  practice  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  was  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of 
this  House.  During  the  last  war,  many  im- 
portant qnestions  were  debated  on  the  presen- 
tation of  petitions. 

Tbe  Speajub.  There  mnst  still  be  a  motion 
before  the  Honse  to  authorize  debate. 

Ur.  Etbutt.  If  I  am  entitied  to  the  floor, 
[several  members  were  attempting  to  address 
the  Oboir,]  I  will  then  inbrnit  a  motion  before  I 
tit  down. 

Tbe  Spbaxbs.  It  is  In  the  power  of  the 
Speaker,  or  of  any  member,  to  require  that 
«Terj  motion  be  rednced  to  writing,  and  the 
Speller  requires  that  tbe  gentleman  send  his 
motion  to  the  Chair  in  writing. 

Ur,  Etebett  accordingly  sent  to  the  Ohur 
the  following  motion : 

That  tbe  said  memorial  be  referred  to  th^  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affiln,  with  InstmcUons  to  report 
a  bill  mikiog  further  proTision  for  eiecnting  the 
laws  of  tbe  United  States  on  the  subject  of  fntei^ 
course  irith  the  Indian  tribes )  and,  also,  for  the 
fUthrnl  obserrance  of  the  treaties  between  the 
Ciuled  State*  end  the  said  tribes. 

Mr.  WiOKLirra  demanded  that  the  question 
be  put  on  the  "  consideration  "  of  the  motion. 
He  had  no  idea  of  commencing  another  Indian 
war  at  this  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  OoiTDioT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered ;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing stated  the  qoestion, 

Mr.  Etxbxtt  said,  if  he  nnderstood  the  Chair 
that  it  was  in  order  to  prednde  debate  on  bis 
motion  bf  tiie  qoeation  of  "  consideration,'*  he 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  tli* 
appeal. 

Considerable  debate  now  enaned  on  the  im- 
peal.  Tbe  appeal  was  aappoHcd  by  llr. 
Etibxtt  and  Ur.  Batis,  of  Uasaaehnsetts,  ud 
it  was  opposed,  and  tbe  decision  of  the  Chui 
defenden,  by  Ur.  Watitk  and  Ur.  Tbokhor, 
uf  Georgia.    Finally, 

Hr.  Etibcit  swd,  yielding  to  tbe  withet  of 
several  of  his  friends,  he  wonld  withdraw  the 
appeal,  and  meet  the  question  at  ODoe. 

The  question  was  then  put — "  Will  the  Hooh 
now  consider  the  motion  ? "  and  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative— -yeas  101,  nays  S8. 


TmsDAT,  FebmAty  IS. 
Seti^toLandl 


Unrch,  1680,  for  the  relief  of  purchasen  of 
public  lands,  and  for  the  suppression  at  fraod' 
ulent  practices  at  tbe  public  ealee  of  tbe  hodi 
of  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Ibvik,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  bill  with 
much  earnestness,  and  moved  to  strike  out  tbe 
second  section. 

Ur.  Olat,  of  AIa1»m^  said,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  indulged  by  the  House  in  giving 
some  explanation,  and  in  the  statement  of  a 
few  &cta,  in  reference  to  the  bill  nnder  eoniid- 
eration.  It  will  be  perouved,  said  he,  by  ill 
who  have  attended  to  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
that  its  provisions  are  intended  to  be  mppW 
mentary  to,  and  emendator;  of,  the  law  eawd 
at  the  last  sesuon  for  the  relief  of  Isnu  pu- 
chasersL  That  law  has  extended  relief  inper- 
fectiy,  and  very  unequally.  To  those  who 
bought  land  at  ^urteen  dollars  per  acre,  and 
upwards,  which  had  reverted  with  the  one- 
ftiurth  paid  thereon,  patents  were  given,  with- 
oat  Ibrther  payment;  whilst  those  who  bad 
purchased  lands  at  less  than  foiirl«en  doDsi^ 
which  have  since  reverted,  were  required  to 
pay  additional  snms  per  acre,  varying  accord- 
'ng  to  the  original  pnoe.  Bo  in  regvd  to  the 
itilinquished  land,  however  valuable  it  may  be, 
}r  at  whatever  prioea  it  may  have  edd,  (tod 
the  prices  varied  ftota  two  dollars  up  to  fitttj, 
fifty,  and  even  as  high  as  seventy  and  Mgfaty 
dollars  per  acre,  m^^y  for  agrieultnral  pur- 
poeea,)  yet  no  higher  price  thim  three  dMlar* 
and  fifty  cants  per  acre  is  required  by  the  it* 
for  any  class  or  portion  of  it,  while  none  is  per- 
mitted to  be  taken  at  leea  than  one  dollar  filty- 
siz  and  a  fonrtb  cents.  This  ia  a  variation  of 
than  two  dollars  in  all  the  diSbrent  cltsMS 
grades,  from  the  moat  inferior  and  anpa- 
dactive  to  the  most  fertile  and  valuaUe.  It  is 
of  the  injustice  and  inequality  of  the  operation 
of  this  law,  that  the  memorialists,  whose  inter- 
ests are  embraced  by  this  bill,  oomplda. 

"  seems  to  me  that  this  brief  eiplaoalioa  of 
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f«ciB,  to  satisfy  everf  mitid  that  soma  amend- 
ment is  demanded  hj  that  justice  which  regards 
tiie  interests  of  all  dsseea  with  «qual  favor. 
But,  Ar,  as  the  bSl  ha«  been  attacked  with  such 
vebemesoe  b^  the  ReDtleiaau  from  Ohio,  (Ur. 
larnr,)  u  he  has  tbonsht  proper  to  speak  of 
the  lufe  amonnt  which  It  proposes  to  give 
■way,  and  has  endeavored  to  impress  the 
Home  with  the  idea  Hiat  an  immense  interest 
ia  involved,  and  that  the  measure  is  one  of  nn- 
matiij  important  aharacter,  I  feel  called  npoD 
to  go  ftarther  into  the  discossion.  The  advo- 
cates of  the  bill  can  lose  nothing  by  investiga- 
tJDD ;  for  the  better  it  is  understood,  the  more 
condnstve  will  appear  the  jastoeas  and  reason- 
ibleneia  of  the  claim  nrgedbjthis  onfortnnate 
daw  of  onr  fellow-citizens. 

Sir,  as  thiB,  bill  is  intended  to  cany  out  the 
{irincipies  of  the  act  of  last  session,  already 
mentioned,  and  to  equalize  its  operation,  it  may 
not  Iw  improper  or  unprofitable  very  briefly  to 
Krinw  the  gronnds  on  which  yonr  interposi- 
tion was  asked,  and  npon  which  that  measnre 
WIS  acoorded.  Yon  bad  been  memorialized 
tear  after  year  npon  this  subject,  both  by  the 
people  and  the  legidatnres  of  the  new  States. 
kaia :  at  the  last  session  yonr  attention  was 
called  to  the  varions  causes  which  had  oon- 
ipired  to  produce  the  unprecedented  embarrass- 
DMnt  and  intolerable  distress  which  prev^ed 
in  the  Sonthwest,  fh>m  which 
e  petitions  for  the  modifications 
of  the  law  now  proposed.  Yon  were  reminded 
of  the  great  indnoement  to  parchase  land  in 
ihtl  section  of  the  country — the  production  of 
vxum,  the  great  at^le  of  the  South,  to  which 
llie  Hnt  and  climate  were  believed  to  be  alike 
■%t«d ;  and  that  at  the  time  of  those  sales 
(dining  the  years  181B  and  1819)  this  staple 
■M  more  in  demand,  and  commanded  a  higher 
fries,  than  at  any  other  period  of  onr  history, 
fieept  in  tlie  two  or  three  preceding  years. 
Yoa  were  «dled  on  to  take  into  view  the  sn- 
perabimdaace  of  the  eircniating  medium  in 
i^hcse  years,  oooasioned,  in  no  small  degree,  by 
tbe  eitraordiaary  mnltijdication  of  banks  in 
'wry  State  and  territoiy,  particnlarly  in  the 
Ww^  which  were  then  issuing  millions  of 
"xwty,  in  the  shape  of  promises,  never  to  be 
ndmned ;  uid  all  this  then  receivable  in  your 
Imd  offieea.  You  were  told  of  the  five  or  six 
nriaioni  of  "Mississippi  stock,"  the  fruit  of 
nnpromiae  with  the  "Yaioo  claimants,"  as 
tl>er  were  familiarly  called,  issued  by  yonr  an- 
"■ority  and  direction,  to  be  received  in  the  land 
°Scci  of  Hississippi  and  AUbuna  atone,  which 
wlad  grtttly  to  tu  already  delusive  appear- 
*w"  of  capital  and  pro^rity  in  those  States. 

">*T  r^temted  their  w«ll-foanded  complaints 
°(  ihe  combination*  of  speculators,  who  crowd' 
ri  the  Cerent  places  of  sale,  for  the  purpose 

«  monopolizing  the  lands  which  had  been  im- 
proved, and  rendered  productive  by  their  toil, 

HM  induitn,  sod  enterprise ;  In  consequence 
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of  which  they  were  redaoed  to  the  alternative 

of  giving  prices  the  most  extravagant,  even  for 
those  extravagant  times,  or  submit  to  be  driven 
still  furtlier  back  into  the  wilderness,  at  seasons 
when  ruin  and  starvation  would  have  been  the 
almost  inevitable  result  to  many  of  their  fami- 
lies. After  all  this,  when  the  currency  of  the 
United  States  had  been  reduced  from  about  oue 
hundred  and  ten  millions  to  forty-five  millions 
of  dollars ;  when  the  Hississippi  stock  had 
almost  entirely  disappeared ;  when  many  of 
the  baniu  had  exploded,  and  the  paper  of  nine- 
tenths  of  them  was  refused  in  p^ment,  you 
abandoned  the  credit  system,  and  sold  yonr 
land  for  cash,  at  a  reduction  of  87i  per 
oentum. 

They  tnmed  your  attention  to  another  fact, 
which  seems  to  me,  of  itself  oonolusive  of  their 
olsim  to  your  equitable  consideration — the  sud- 
den and  unprecedented  rodnction  in  the  value 
of  their  staple,  its  continued  depression,  and 
the  consequent  proportionate  diminution  in  the 
value  of  the  capital  employed  in  its  prodno- 
tion.  When  the  lands  in  question  were  sold, 
and  for  several  previous  yew^  cotton  would 
readily  command  from  twenty'flve  to  tliirty 
cents  per  pound ;  for  some  years  past,  the  aver- 
age price  has  not  been  more  than  one-fourth. 
Ab  muoh  land  and  as  much  labor  are  now  re- 

auired  to  produce  a  given  quantity,  say  fifty 
lousand  pounds  of  net  oottou,  as  then ;  but 
mark  the  difference  in  the  sum  received  by  the 
planter.  At  the  prioe  in  1818,  (assuming  twen- 
ty-eigbt  cents  as  the  average,)  that  quantity 
was  worth  |1 4,000 ;  at  the  price  of  the  taat 
four  or  five  years,  (assuming  seven  cents  as  a 
fwr  average,)  the  same  quantity  would  only  be 
worth  (S,SOO.  Bear  in  mind,  too,  that  the 
diminution  In  the  amount  of  incidental  ex- 
penses has  not  been  in  equal  proportion ;  while 
cotton  has  cone  down  three-fourths,  they  have 
act  been  rednced  more  than  one-fourth.     Bup- 

Eoee  the  fbnner  amount  of  those  charges  to 
ave  been  $3,000,  it  would  have  left  the  plant- 
er's net  profit  at  $13,000 ;  take  from  the  total 
product  now  $1,600,  being  one-fourth  less,  and 
It  leaves  him  only  $2,000,  only  one-sixth  of  the 
former  profit.  If  the  sune  quantity  of  land, 
with  the  same  amount  of  capital  and  labor  em- 
ployed in  its  cultivation,  will  profit  the  owner 
but  one-sixth,  can  it  be  worth  one-fourth  the 
price  at  which  it  might  before  have  been  rea- 
sonably estimated  ?  That  it  is  not,  is  as  dear 
as  demonstration  itself;  and  the  truth  of  the 
melancholy  conclusion  wonld  be  attested  by 
the  judgment  of  all  who  have  lived  in  the  re- 
^on  alluded  to  dnring  the  last  twelve  years. 

But,  besides  those  facta,  which  were  abnn- 
dantiy  established  by  refbrence  to  the  history  of 
the  country,  it  was  shown  by  the  ofBcial  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  that  the  purchasers  of  land  in  Alabama 
bad  pdd,  for  qearly  half  a  millioo  of  acres 
which  hsid  reverted,  an  average  price  of  one 
dollar  and  thirty-nine  cents  per  acre,  when 
yonr  sales  of  about  the  same  quantity,  in  the 
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aam«  State,  daring  the  three  preceding  jeora, 
had  exceeded  that  average  bat  tbree-teathe  of 

a  cent  per  acre,  and  Then  the  average  price 
of  near  a  million  and  a  half  ,of  aorea,  sold 
dnring  tiie  eame  three  years  in  Indiana,  Illinoia, 
and  MiMouri,  had  f^en  abort  of  that  average 
aboat  fonrteen  cents  per  acre,  having  broQBnt 
but  one  dollar  twenty-five  ceats  and  aix  nulla 
per  acre. 

In  view  of  aoch  faota,  they  called  upon  yon 
to  rdieve  them  from  their  distreaa  and  embar- 
rasBment — to  exempt  them  from  the  mi 
oonaeqaenoea  of  contracts,  which  had  been 
made  improvidently,  bat  in  good  faith.  Upon 
thia  candid  and  jnst  expoaition  of  the  gronnds 
on  which  they  reatcd  their  claims,  they  asked 
yon  to  suffer  them  to  retain  their  homea,  which 
they  bad  improved  by  much  labor  and  expendi- 
ture, at  the  fair  value,  oa  it  had  been  ascer- 
tained by  that  most  infallible  of  all  tests — ex- 
perience. They  called  on  you  as  their  breth- 
ren, and  the  repreeentatives  of  their  brethren 
In  every  section  of  their  beloved  country,  to 
deal  with  them  on  the  broad  and  liberal  princt- 
plea  of  eqaity  and  good  oonsdence.  They 
^ipealed  to  yonr  sense  of  juatioe  and  yonr 
magnanimity.  Thank  heaven  1  their  appeal 
wasnot  wboUy  in  vain;  you  did  accord  to  them 
partial  relief;  many  of  them,  perhaps  the  larger 
portion,  are  satisfied.  Those  who  had  pur- 
ohased  the  most  valuable  lands  were  entirely 
relieved  from  the  inanpportable  burden  of  debt 
which  had  been  hanging  over  them  for  years, 
and  threatening  them  and  their  families  with 
bankniptoy  and  ruin.  Those  who  had  pur- 
chased inferior  lands  fonnd  in  the  law  some 
mitigation  of  their  grievaucea — a  suspenidon  of 
the  eales  of  their  homes,  which  were  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  ensuing  spring  and  anmmer, 
sad  the  harbinger,  as  they  hoped  and  believed, 
of  more  equal  and  liberal  justice  at  the  present 

The  petitionera  now  complain  that  the  act  of 
last  session  "  doee  not  afford  to  them  either  an 
adeqnate  or  proportionate  relief."  They  dis- 
olum  all "  invidioua  feelings  at  the  good  fortune 
of  the  holders  of  high-priced  Wda,  who  are 
presented  with  patents  on  anrrendering  their 
certificates  and  paying  the  fees  of  office.  Kor 
do  they  complain  "  of  the  pre-emption  rights 
granted  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands;"  but 
they  "  view  with  surprise  and  regret  the  fact 
of  their  forming  an  isolated  class,  apparently 
excluded  from  the  favor  of  Government."  They 
think  (and  it  is  certainly  a  reasonable  opinion) 
that  "  if  the  object  of  Congress  was  to  raise  a 
certain  amount  from  land  debtors,"  it  waa  but 
"Just  that  it  should  have  been  drawn  in  rata- 
ble proportions  irom  all ;"  whilst,  in  point  of 
fact,  "  the  heaviest  contributions  have  been 
levied  upon  the  holders  of  low-priced  lands, 
generally  consisting  of  the  poorer  classea  of 
society."  8nch  is  tnelr  language,  and  snch  are 
their  views ;  and  they  are  nnquestionably 
founded  in  truth.  Whoever  has  examined  the 
CDitotments  of  the  law  comphuned  of^  and  has 


understood  tta  operation,  will  be  ready  to 
respond  to  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  ermj 
ground  assomed  by  the  memorialists.  . 

Sir,  what  do  the  petitjoners  ask?  Simply 
that  you  wiU  extend,  to  them  relief  protiu'- 
tionate  to  that  which  yon  have  extended  to 
their  more  fortunate  and  more  wealthy  breth- 
ren and  fellow-sufierers.  They  ask  a  measure 
of  justice,  equal  to  that  which  yon  have  metid 
out  to  others,  who  are  less  needy,  and  hare  no 
better  claims,  on  any  fair  principle.  The  basis, 
the  very  foundation  of  their  clami  is,  that  it  is 
aa  fair  to  presume  that  reverted  or  relinqmehed 
lands,  which  originally  sold  for  less  than  fonr- 
teen dollara  per  acre,  brought,  or  rather  ei- 
ceeded,  its  proportionate  valne,  as  that  tbow 
lands  did  which  sold  for  higher  prices.  And  is 
not  this  assumption  perfectly  reasonable  md 
well  founded  I  Is  It  not  a  Eair  conclueion,  tint 
land,  situated  in  the  same  section  of  country, 
put  up  at  auction  at  the  same  time,  in  the  aama 
market,  and  in  the  same  commnnity,  would 
sell  according  to  its  proportionate  valu^  haviae 
reference  to  the  quality  of  aoil,  utaatioo,  sad 
all  other  incidents  which  enhance  or  diminiih 
it!  You  must  admit  it,  or  agree  that  jonr 
mode  of  selling  the  public  lands  is  entirely 
erroneous  1  for  the  auctioa  ayatem  is  predicated 
on  the  Bssomption  that  it  is  the  true  node  i£ 
getting  the  full  and  fur  value  of  each  tract  of 

Sir,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  enilaln  how 
this  ineqnaUty  waa  prodnced.  AltuoDgh  the 
bill,  as  origin^ly  introduced,  was  less  favottble 
to  a  large  portion  of  the  pnrchasera  who  songbl 
relief,  yet  it  was  for  more  equal  in  ita  distribn- 
Uon.  The  influence  which  Uie  fkvorabte  opin- 
ion and  sanction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  would  probably  have  on 
the  action  of  the  Honsej  induced  me  to  encloM 
to  him  a  copy  of  the  original  bill,  and  ask  him 
'-  lamine  its  provisions,  and  give  his  views 
iply.  He  did  examine  it,  and  approved  it( 
provisiona  in  the  main ;  but,  in  codcIo^oil 
remarked,  "  As  those  pMSons  who  purchased 
originally  at  very  extravagant  prices,  say  at 
fifteen  dollara  per  acre,  or  upwards,  may  not !» 
disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  fint  pro- 
vision of  the  first  section,  and  those  of  the 
aecond  section,  I  would  so^^est  the  propriety 
of  inserting  a  maximum  pnce  for  those  lands." 
He  accordingly  returned  the  copy  of  the  HIL 
which  I  had  enclosed,  with  provisoes  inserted 
in  the  first  and  aecond  aections,  limiting  the 
price  of  each  class  to  three  dollars  afA&tj 
cents,  OS  it  finally  passed.  I  have  the  original 
letter  of  which  I  have  spoken  now  on  toy  desk, 
subject  to  the  eiamiaation  of  any  genilenian 
who  may  dewre  iL  The  Committee  on  tao 
Poblic  liada  were  willing  to  report  the  bill  m 
approved  by  Mr.  Graham,  while  they  liad  refused 
again  and  again  to  report,  without  amendmeat, 
■be  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  firing  the 
irice  to  be  paid  for  both  classes  of  land  at  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Paw 
these  circnmst&nces,  what  coorae  waa  left  to  M 


.yGoogle 


I^Mtusr,  1831.] 

porscad  hj  ttie  del^ations  from  tiie  new 
BUtot  If  they  conTd  not  obtain  aU  they 
thoDghr  required  by  tbe  situation  of  their 
respectire  constituents,  would  they  have  been 
jdstjfleil  in  rejecting  that  which  was  offered  or 
cooJd  be  obtained  t  I  can  answer  more  particn- 
lariy  for  mv  coUeagnea  and  myself.  All  the 
teverted  and  relinqDiahod  land  in  Alabama  had 
Uiea  already  been  proclaimed  for  sale  in  the 
months  of  Hay  and  June  following.  Our  con- 
iti(ii«nts  were  the  great  snSerers.  Indeed,  they 
hid  suffered  more  than  the  citizens  of  all  the 
other  new  States  together;  and  in  a  sale  at 
lodioo,  they  would  have  been  obliged  to  en- 
connter  bands  of  speculators  of  every  grad& 
froni  the  c^italist  who  enters  the  market  and 
bdjs  on  his  own  money,  down  to  the  contempti- 
ble hush-money  dealer,  who  often  swindles 
without  money.  Sir,  a  system  of  this  character 
had  grown  op  and  been  matnred  among  us,  and 
WB  bad  witnesBed  the  baneful  effects  of  its 
operatioo.  No  time  was  to  be  lost ;  for  only  a 
lew  days  more  than  two  months  were  to  elapse 
b«tveeo  the  time  at  which  the  measure  was 
nnder  consideration  and  the  commencement  of 
tlu  sdea.  With  this  threatening  array  of  evils 
before  us,  my  colleagnea  and  myself,  on  consul- 
ta^on  as  to  the  moat  discreet  and  prudent  conrse 
for  the  interest  and  safety  of  our  constituenbi, 
determined  to  pass  the  bill,  if  possible — not  as 
the  most  JQst  and  equal  measore  which  we  could 
hate  a^ked  or  desired,  bnt  as  the  best  that 
ooald  then  be  obtained.  We  could  not  feel 
JQ^ed  in  the  rejection  of  relief  t«  one  por- 
titm,  because  it  could  not  be  equally  extended 
to  all ;  and,  if  we  had  done  so,  we  should  have 
nerited  and  received  the  execrations  of  alL 
For  one,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have 
obtauied  relief  for  any  portion,  however  few, 
if  nothing  bett«T  could  have  been  done. 

Ht.  BATLpe  also  sapported  the  bill,  and 
replied  to  Mr.  Ibtis. 

Mr.  Ibvht  rejoined  more  at  large  agtunst  the 
bilL 

Kr.  WioKUTFE  commenced  a  speech  in  &vor 
of  the  bill,  and  bad  spoken  some  time,  when  be 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn. 


WEDmsDAT,  February  19. 
AfMlueionnry  Soldiert. 
The  Hoiis«  went  into   Oommittee  of  the 

Thole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of 
18S8,  for  the  relief  of  certwn  sorviving  officers 
ud  soldiers  of  the  revolution, 

[This  bill,  as  usual  on  all  bills  making  general 
prorision  on  the  subject  of  pensions,  gave  rise 
to  much  debate ;  especially  on  the  often  dis- 
TOMed  question  of  including  the  militia  in  the 
relief  extended  to  the  regular  soldiers.  The 
^bate  on  this  qnestion  arose  on  a  motion  by 
ilr.  Tdokbb,  of  South  Oarolina,  to  include  the 
inililia  volunteers  and  State  troops  in  the  pres- 
ent bill,  which  was  ultimately  adopted,  almost 
by  general   consent.     The   gentlemen   who 
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entered  into  the  disousaion  (some  of  them  re- 
peatedly) were,  Ifessrs.  Vbbplajiok,  Davis,  (tf 

Mass.,      WlLLLUlB,     TuOEKK,    TatI«B,     OmLTOIT, 

OsAio,  BcsoKS,  Batxs,  Riohabdsoh,  Hcntino- 
TOK,  SpBKaBB,  of  Ncw  York,  MoDuma,  A.  H, 
Shkppbbd,  Bthoho,  Wilds,  Camfbkll,  Ells- 
woBTH,  Sfbioht,  Babrinoeb,  Pole,  and  Snin.l 

Mr.  Buboes  supported  the  proposition,  ana 
the  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Mr.  Wildb 
and  Mr.  Bates,  the  latter  of  whom  suggested 
that  A  pro  rata  compensation  should  be  allowed 
to  all  who  had  served,  whether  in  the  line  or 
the  militia,  either  for  nine  or  six  months.  This 
he  thought  necessary  to  be  done,  and  it  was 
equally  necessary  itiM  it  should  be  done 
speedily.  , 

Mr.  Tatlob  moved  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  the  State  troops,  volnnteers,  or  mililJ& 
who  should  at  one  or  more  times  have  served 
for  two  years,  or  for  any  period  not  less  than 
six  months,  should  he  included  within  the  ben- 
efits of  the  act. 

Mr,  Ellsworth  opposed  the  amendment ; 
but  it  was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Speioht  moved  an  amendment  provid- 
ing that  the  provisions  of  tbe  act  shotud  only 
extend  to  those  who  are  now,  and  may  be 
hereafter,  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  applying 
to  their  country  for  support. 

Mr.  BAKBisaEB  hoped  his  colleagne  (Mr. 
Spbiobt}  would  not  preai  his  amendment.  It 
would  continue  and  increase  the  odious  distinc- 
tion at  present  existing  in  pension  cases  on  the 
part  of  the  rich  and  poor,  by  which  the  latter 
were  obliged,  were  compelled  to  prove  them- 
selves to  be  paupers  before  they  could  be  enti- 
tled to  a  reward  for  their  services. 

Mr.  Folk  said  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendmeut.  Tbe  original  pension  law  of  1BI8 
contained  a  nmilar  provision,  as  also  did  that 
of  1828. 

Mr.  TnoEEB  followed,  and  maintained  that 
the  penuoning  of  the  militia  was  nothing  more 
tiian  the  payment  of  a  debt  of  gratitude  due 
by  the  nation  to  those  who  had  fought  for  and 
obtained  its  independence.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill ;  but  after- 
wards withdrew  his  motion  by  request 

The  subject  was  farther  discussed  by  Messrs. 
A.  H,  Shbppkbd,  Bpsioht,  Batkb,  and  Bubqu. 

Tbe  qnestion  was  thcu  taken  on  Mr.  Speiobt'b 
amendment ;  which  was  negatived  by  a  vot«  of 
yeas  34,  nays  not  counted. 

On  tlie  motion  of  Hr.  HcmnroTour,  a  pro- 
vision was  adopted  to  allow  to  the  widow  or 
children  of  a  deceased  pensioner  the  balance  of 
the  semi-annual  pension  following  his  decease. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  tbe 
bi|l  as  amended,  and  the  House  oononrred  in 
the  amendments  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MoObeebt  then  submitted  the  foUowing 


And  be  it  further  tnaettd.  That  the  proridonl  of 

the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
oftherevolutian,  passed  the  Ifichdoyof  Hay,  1B28, 
shall  not  hereaA«r  be  extended  to  officers  who  were 
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«oniiiiadoiiad  afler  the  SOth  daj  of  December,  1781, 
anle«  they  were  in  the  service  prior  to  the  date  of 
tbeir  comoiiMloDt,  and  that  all  such  offlcen  who  ara 
DOW  receiviog  peaeioni,  be  stricken  from  the  roll 
from  and  after  the  passiQg  of  thie  act. 

Mr.  MoO.  said  thttt  he  would,  in  a  very  few 
wordc,  Btat«  bis  reason  for  offeriiiK  to  the  oon- 
sideration  of  the  Eouw  this  ameDdment  to  the 
bill.  He  uid  that  it  was  notorious  that  com- 
missiona  were  panted  to  manj  after  there  wai 
ttaj  active  service  performed,  and  that  many  of 
those  who  were  thus  commisBioned,  had  not 
performed  any  kind  of  service  prior  to  the  date 
pf  their  oomtnissions,  and,  conseqaently,  per- 
formed none  afterwards.  He  said  that  his  at- 
tention had  been  called  to  this  sal^ect  bj  a 
fact,  which  came  to  his  knowledge  some  time 
last  Beasion,  wbicb  was,  that  a  certain  presidmg 
Judge  in  Pennsylvania,  through  the  innaence  of 
some  of  his  friends,  received  a  commission  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1T8S,  when  he  was 
quite  a  young  man ;  and,  althongb  he  never 
performed  any  duty,  either  before  or  after  he 
was  commissioned,  is  now  receiving  a  pension. 
If  this  judge  was  a  poor  man,  be  woold  not 
make  any  ol^eetion,  but  this  was  not  the  cose. 
From  the  best  information  he  was  able  to  col- 
lect, he  said,  this  judge  wsa  worth  more  than 
one  hundred  thonsand  dollars,  and  had  an  an- 
nnal  salary  of  sixteen  hundred.  He  said  that, 
in  his  opinion,  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
this  Government  to  grant  pensions  under  such 
ciroamBtanoea,  and  suffer  tnonsands  of  merito- 
rioos  soldiers  to  draRoatthe  remainder  of  their 
days  in  poverty  and  want.  He  said  that  he 
felt  but  little  interest  on  this  snt^ect;  but  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  dntj  to  bring  it  before  the 
House,  and  with  thehr  deddon  he  would  be 
satisfied. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOE  moved  tlie  previous  ques- 
tion; which,  being  Buatuned,  ont  off  Mr. 
UoCasKBT'e  motion. 

The  question  being  pnt  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time,  it  was 
carried  by  tlie  following  vote : 

YtiS. — Heaara.  Andenon,  Augel,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Noyes  Barber,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor, 
Beeknun,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bur- 
ses, Batman,  Cahoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Chan- 
dler, Chllds,  Chilton,  Clark,  Coleman,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Conies,  Orsne,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creighton, 
Crowninsbield,  John  Davis,  Deberrj,  Denny,  De 
Wilt,  DlckioaoD,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dudley,  Dan- 
can,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  Geo.  Erans,  Joshua  Krans, 
Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Flncfa,  Ford,  Forward, 
Galther,  Gilraore,  Grennell,  Halwj,  Harvey,  Haw- 
kins, Hinds,  Holland,  EofTman,  Hubbard,  Engtiei, 
Hunt,  Buutinglou,  Ihrie,  William  W.  Irvin,  Jarvii, 
Johns,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  Pei^ 
kins  King,  Adam  King,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Leiper, 
Lyon,  Magee,  Mair,  Karlindale,  T.  Maiwell,  Mcl>eo- 
ry,  Hclntire,  Mercer,  Uitchell,  Uuhteuberg,  Over 
tan,  Pearce,  PetlJs,  Plerson,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ben- 
cher, Blchirdaon,  Basset,  Sanford,  Scott,  Wm.  B. 
Sheinrd,  Aug.  H.  »iepperd,  Shields,  Semaies,  Sill, 
Smith,  Richard  Spencer,  Stcrigere,  W-  L.  Storrs, 
BtroDg,  Botberlaod,   Swano,   Swift,   Taylor,   Teat, 


John  Thompson,  Tracy,  Tocker,  Tamum,  Terplasck, 
Waahington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  P.  WhHt, 
Edward  D.  White,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilnitf,  Ytnctj, 
Youog — 186. 

Nats. — Keasrs.  Alexander,  Abton,  ArmMnnic, 
Barnwell,  James  Blair,  John  Blur,  Bodee,  ClU' 
borne.  Clay,  Coke,  Craig,  Crochenin,  Davenpott,  W. 
R.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper,  Drayton,  faater,Fry,G(^ 
don,  Haynes,  Howard,  Cave  Johnson,  I^ir,  Lea, 
Letcher,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  UcDuSe,  Nock- 
oUs,  Polk,  Potter,  Roane,  8peu;ht,  Sprigg,  Studefer, 
■Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Vance,  Tinlon,  Wayne, 
Wicklilfe — 13. 

The  Hooae  then  a^joamed. 


THUMDiT,  Fdbanarj  IT. 

I%«  Judioiaiy—S^ieal  of  Ste.  iS^OtJtl 

of  1789. 

The  House  resumed  the  condderatioo  of  the 
resolntion  propo^ng  to  print  six  thonsand  addi- 
tional oopies  of  the  reports  of  the  miyorily  snd 
minority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  FosTKB  intimated  an  intention  of  taking 
a  course  of  some  latitude  on  the  genenl  qnes- 
Ijon,  in  the  remarks  which  he  should  offer) 

Mr.  BaitziiioiR  roee  to  a  qnestion  of  order. 
He  de^red  to  know  of  the  Ghair  whether,  sAer 
a  subject  had  been  before  the  House,  and  finally 
acted  on,  {as  the  bill  to  repeal  the  2Bth  section 
of  the  judiciary  act  had  been,)  it  was  in  ordw 
for  members  to  go  inU>  the  merits  of  that  sub- 
ject, on  an  incidental  question  to  print  a  docn- 

The  Spkarkb  replied,  that  it  was  not  pc«d- 
ble  for  the  Chair  to  prevent  members  from 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  reports,  to  fIiow 
why  an  extra  number  ought  or  onght  not  to  be 
printed.  They  mnst  be  frermitted  to  do  m  if 
they  chose,  however  mnch  the  House  or  the 
Chwr  might  regret  it.  It  was  a  constitutionil 
right  which  the  Chair  could  not  restrict  On 
the  question  simply  to  print  the  reports  for  (be 
Honse,  the  debate  wonld  not  be  in  order;  but, 
on  a  motion  to  print  an  extra  nnmber,  the  de- 
bate on  the  mente  coold  not  be  rettruDed  ti; 
the  Chur. 

Mr.  BARBiNaBB  woold  not  contest  ths  de- 
cision of  the  Ohair,  although  he  still  thoogbt 
the  latitude  taken  in  the  debate  irregolsr,  and 
wonld  be  glad  if  some  gentleman  wooid  sug- 
gest a  mode  by  which  £e  sense  of  the  Ho<im 
might  be  taken  on  it, 

Mr.  FosTBB  then  resimied,  and  entered  iote 
a  review  of  the  proceedings  which  had  been 
had.  on  this  subject.  Several  weeks  ago,  tbs 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instmcUd, 
by  a  resolntion  of  the  House,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  tie 
aBth  section  of  the  jndidary  act  of  1T89. 
Scarcely  had  this  resofotion  passed,  when  la 
alarm  was  sonnded  through  the  newspipeni 
and  the  people  were  warned  that  a  deep  ua 
fatal  blow  was  meditated  against  the  greit 
judicial  tribunal  of  the  oountir.    The  commit- 
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tee  were  denounced  even  in  anticipaUi 
we  w«re  threfttened  with  the  reproaches  and 
indiga^ioQ  of  the  iieopla,  if  wi  _ 
tnach  thU  ballowea  law.  Bnt  a  mi^oritj  of 
the  oommittee,  actjng  under  a  conscious  sense 
of  doty,  had  the  teineritj,  in  the  midst  of  these 
alanng,  and  in  the  face  of  this  galling  Gre  fh>m 
the  press,  to  make  a  report  recommending  the 
repeal  of  the  section  in  qnestion,  aooompanied 
with  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  The  minority  of 
onr  a!<Bociates,  under  a  sense  of  daty  equally 
coQscientioQS,  have  submitted  the  counter  re- 
port which  is  now  on  the  table. 

The  bill  thos  reported,  it  was  expected,  would 
hare  taken  the  usual  conne ;  but,  instead  of 
thia,  even  its  second  reading  was  objected  to, 
and  its  rejection  moved,  and,  on  this  motion. 
the  previouB  ouestioa  was  ordered :  so  that  all 
opportunity  oi  discussing  itu  principles  was  en- 
tirely prevented ;  and  this,  too,  atUr  a  remark 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  DoDDiuDOB,)  that  the  bill  reported  was 
equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  Union. 
Sir,  we  were  not  even  allowed  to  repel  the  im- 
paUtions  thus  cast  on  us. 

[Here  the  Spsaxkb  reminded  Ur.  Fobteb 
that  it  was  not  in  order  to  allude  to  the  bill 
which  had  been  r^rted  by  the  committee, 
nor  to  the  proceedioss  of  the  House  with  re- 
gard to  it  He  must  he  confined  to  the  princi- 
ples cootaiued  in  the  reporU  proposed  to  be 
printed.] 

Mr.  P.  resumed.  In  order  to  confine  himself 
to  the  liioit8  prescribed  by  the  Criair,  he  must 
pass  over  some  remarks  he  intended  to  have 
made,  and  come  immediately  to  the  reports. 

The  m^ority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  of 
whom,  said  Ifr.  F.,  I  am  one,  mdntdn  that 
the  tventy-flfth  section  of  the  Judtciary  act  of 
1T89  confers  npon  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the 
Coiled  States  powers  not  authorized  nor  con- 
'  ■  1  by  the  constitution.  It  is  my  pur- 
o  preaeot  some  views,  in  addition  to  those 
embraced  in  the  report,  to  establish  this  posi- 
tuNL  And,  in  the  outset,  I  will  notice  an  argu- 
meot  with  whioh  we  are  so  often  met  on  qnes- 
tions  of  thia  kind.  The  law,  of  which  the  sec- 
tion under  conaideratioii  is  a  part,  was  passed 
■^rtly  after  the  adoption  of  the  federal  oon- 
nitntioa.    Uany  of  the  members  of  the  Con- 

Ees  by  which  it  was  enacted,  were  also  mem- 
a  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  con- 
itilfltion;  they,  we  are  told,  certainly  knew 
•hat  powers  were  intended  to  be  conferred  on 
tbe  different  departments  of  the  Qovemment, 
ud  would  not  have  attempted  to  confer  pow- 
sn  not  anthoriied  by  the  constitutioa.  Tir, 
Speaker,  there  is  mud)  force  in  this  argument 
I  [riaoe  great  reliance  on  the  exposition  of  con- 
rtitutioQal  powers  made  by  those  who  aided  in 
ihe  foimaiion  and  adoption  of  the  great  char- 
ter of  this  Government  But,  sir,  the  argu- 
nenl  in  thia  instance  proves  too  much  for  our 
•dversarie* — it  ^ipties  with  equal  force  to 
CTUf  part  of  this  judiuary  act ;  and  yet  one 
cluue  of  It  hai  already  been  declared  by  the 
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Supreme  Conrt  to  be  nnconstitational.  The 
13th  section  of  that  act  provides,  among  other 
things,  that  the  Supreme  Court  "  shall  have 
the  power  to  issne  writs  of  mandomns  in  cases 
warranted  by  the  principles  and  usages  of  law, 
to  any  courts  appointed  or  persons  faoldins 
office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.'' 
But,  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Uarbary  zertuM 
Mr.  Madison,  as  Seoretary  of  State,  the  Su- 
preme Oonrt  determined  that  the  authority 
thus  given  was  not  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion. So  sir,  gentlemen  must  admit  that  the 
passing  of  this  law  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution and  their  ootemporaries  is  not  conclu- 
sive as  to  its  constitutionality,  or  that  the  8u- 
Ereme  Court  have  erred  in  their  decision — a 
eresy  which  charity  itself  would  scarcely  tol- 
erate at  this  day. 

But  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wUI  eaU  the  attantion  of 
the  House  to  another  section  of  this  act  The 
constitution  declares  that  "  the  judicial  power 
(of  the  United  States)  shall  extend  to  all  cased 
io  law  and  equity,  arising  under  this  constitn- 
tion,"  &o. ;  and,  after  enumerating  other  sub- 
jects of  jurisdictjon,  speciSes  "  controversiea 
between  citizens  of  different  States,"  The 
clause  first  read  is  general ;  the  power  extends 
to  "  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under 
the  constitution,"  &o.,  and  even  the  latter 
clause  is  entirely  nnqualified ;  no  particular 
dlass  of  "  eontroversies  between  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent States  "  is  designated,  and  no  power  is 
given  to  Congress  to  limit  the  Jurisdiotion  of 
the  court.  And  yet,  sir,  in  providing  for  the 
exercise  of  this  jurisdiction  by  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States,  "  in  suits  of  a  civil 
nature  at  common  law,  or  in  equity,  where  the 
United  States  are  plaintiffs,  or  an  alien  is  a 
party,  or  the  suit  is  between  a  citizen  of  the  State 
where  the  suit  is  brought,  and  a  citizen  of  an- 
other State,"  the  eleventh  section  of  the  judi- 
oiaiy  act  requires  that  the  matter  in  dispute 
should  "  exceed,  exclusive  of  coste,  the  sum  or 
value  of  five  hundred  dollars."  will  any  een- 
tieman  show  me  where  the  authority  is  given 
to  regulate  the  power  of  the  ooorta,  or  the 
rights  of  the  parties,  by  the  amount  io  contro- 
versy ?  What  clause  of  the  constitution  gives 
Congress  the  power  to  throw  open  the  doors  of 
the  federal  courts  to  an  individual  who  has  a 
demand  of  sm  hundred  dollars,  and  close  them 
against  him  who  claims  only  four  hundred  t 
None,  sir;  there  is  no  such  clause;  the  dis- 
tinction ia  entirely  arbitrary  and  unauthor- 
ized. 

Sir,  there  is  another  section  of  this  act  which 
merit«  some  consideration.  The  twelfth  sec- 
tion provides,  that  "  if  a  suit  be  commenced 
in  any  State  court  against  an  alien,  or  by  a  cit- 
izen of  the  State  iu  which  the  suit  is  brought 
against  a  citizen  of  another  State,  and  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollarij,  and  the  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of 
entering  his  appearance  in  such  State  court  ^^ 
a  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial 
into  the  next  (United  States)  circuit  court  to  be 
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held  !□  tJie  district  wliere  the  sail  is  pending,' 
then,  on  certain  oonditians,  the  State  court  if 
prohibited  from  prooeeding  anj  farther,  bat 
the  cause  shall  be  removed  to  the  circuit  conrt, 
"  and  then  proceed  in  the  aame  maoner  as  if  it 
had  been  brongbt  there  bj  original  process." 
l£r.  Speaker,  in  toj  fiew,  tills  is  a  most  extra' 
ordioarj  provision.  Here  Is  an  instance  of  a 
conrt's  hemg  ousted  of  its  le^timat«  jurisdic- 
tion, without  being  permitted  to  prononnce  a 
Jndament,  and  that  withont  the  consent  of  one 
of  uie  parties.  I  say  its  legitimate  jurisdiatJOD 
— for  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  cause  which 
may  be  thus  removed  is  not  cogniiahle  by  the 
State  coart.  If  this  were  the  case,  the  party 
vonld  have  only  to  plead  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  conrt,  and  terminate  the  suit  at  once.  Bnt 
the  Ian,  from  its  phraseology,  evidently  con- 
templates caoses  in  whioh  the  State  conrts  have 
cosonrrent  jurisdiction  with  the  courts  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  if  the  defendant  chooses 
to  Bubmit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  court, 
and  permit  his  canse  to  be  tried,  its  judgment 
woold,  doubtless,  be  valid  and  binding.  Here, 
then,  the  court  is  dependent  on  the  consent  of 
the  party  for  the  eierclBe  of  its  jnrisdiction.  I 
repeat  Uiat  this  is  a  most  oitraordinarj  pro- 
vision, and,  BO  far  as  I  am  informed,  without  a 
precedent:  certainly  the  country  from  which 
we  derive  most  of  our  principles  of  jurisprn- 
denoe  fbmishes  no  umilar  ptDceedings,  and  1 
am  Dot  aware  that  there  are  any  in  any  of  the 
States  where  they  have  courts  of  different 
grades,  possessing,  in  many  instances,  concur- 
rent Jnrisdiction.    I    wiU  not  say  that    the 


contrary  to  the  constitution;  but  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  such  a  proceeding  was  contemplated 
hy  the  Camera  of  that  instrument,  I  have  re- 
ferred to  these  different  sections  of  the  judi- 
ciary BAt,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how 
much  is  wanting  of  that  perfection  which  is 
imputed  to  it,  and  to  lessen  that  sanctity  which 
is  attempted  to  be  thrown  round  it,  I  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  section 
more  inmiediately  in  question — that  section 
which  gives  to  the  Supreme  Court  ita  omnipo- 
tent powers. 

The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  act  referred 
to  declares  that  "  a  final  judgment  or  decree  is 
any  snit  in  the  hisheat  court  of  law  or  equity 
of  a  State  in  which  a  decision  in  the  suit  could 
he  had,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity 
of  a  treaty  or  statute  at,  or  an  authority  exer- 
cised under,  the  United  States,  and  the  dctiaion 
is  against  their  validity ;  or  where  is  drawn  in 

SaestioD  the  validity  of  a  statute  of,  or  an  au- 
lority  exercised  under,  any  Stat«,  on  the 
ground  of  their  being  repugnant  to  the  consti- 
tnUon,  treaties,  or  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  decision  is  in  favor  of  such  their  valid- 
ity," Ac.,  "maybe  re-eiamined,  and  reversed 
or  affirmed,  in  Uie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  apon  a  writ  of  error,"  Ac  The  first 
idea  that  suggests  itself  to  the  mmd,  in  reading 
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this  section,  is,  the  diatinctioD  made  bttvta 
the  parties  to  the  suit,  in  allowmg  an  appnL 
An  action  b  brought  in  b.  State  oourt ;  the  de- 
fendant sets  np,  in  his  defence,  a  treaty,  or  iLe 
oonstjtntion,  or  a  law  of  the  United  8b^  If 
there  be  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Suprema 
Oourt  from  the  decision  which  may  be  msdt, 
it  mnst  be  derived  from  that  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution conferring  on  the  Snpreme  Conrt  its 
appellate  powers ;  but  that  dause  eiUods  the 
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State^  and  treaties  made  under  their  authM- 
ity ;"  whereas  this  twenty-fifth  section  confine* 
it  to  cases  where  the  decision  shall  be  sgtinst 
the  validity  of  the  treaty,  oonatitntiwi,  Ae. 
The  case,  then,  so  far  as  regards  the  Snpreme 
Court,  arises  nnder  the  decinon  of  the  State 
court,  and  not  under  the  constitutioQ  or  tratr. 
The  party  who  seta  np  this  defeoce  hu  k 
double  advantage :  If  his  plea  is  overrajed,  he 
appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  the  de- 
cision may  be  reversed ;  but,  if  it  is  eusUined, 
his  adversary  has  no  resort-— the  judgment  of 
the  State  court  is  final.  Is  there  not  manifett 
inequality  and  injustice  here  !  And  will  gm- 
tlemen  tell  us  by  what  forced  nHtstractios  of 
the  constitution  (that  convenient  auxiliary  of 
the  advocates  for  power)  they  establi^  the 
right  of  Congress  thus  to  discriminate  betvws 
individuals  prosecuting  their  rights  in  onr 
courts  of  justice  %  Sir,  this  is  the  Isw  on 
which,  we  are  gravely  told,  the  union  of  th«M 
States  depends — the  provisions  of  which  wn 
so  perfeot,  and  its  character  so  sacred,  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  honorable  geutleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ckiwpobd,)  even  to  touch 
it  is  profanity] 

I  come  now,  said  Ifr.  F,,  to  the  principal, 
and  much  the  most  important  feature  of  tbii 
celebrated  section — the  power  it  confers  ea  the 
Snpreme  Court  to  re-examine  and  rerem  the 
judgments  of  the  State  courts.  And  here,  in, 
the  simple  inquiry  is,  whether  tbia  ^wer  a 
given  by  the  conatitutioa.  For,  if  it  is  not,  il 
will  not  be  contended  that  it  can  be  confemd 
by  statute.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  consIiKi- 
tiMi  does  give  the  power,  a  repeal  of  this  b«- 
tion  would  not  prevent  the  exercise  of  it  by 
the  court.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the  Govermnent  ue 
specified  and  defined  by  the  eonstitntioQ;  the 
mode  of  their  exercise  is,  in  many  iost<nt«s 
prescribed  hy  statute.  If  the  twenty-fiflh  k^ 
Uon  of  the  judiciary  act  had  merdy  pfflottd 
out  the  manner  in  which  appeals  should  be 
token  to  the  Snpreme  Court,  there  conld  he  » 
objection  to  it— it  would  then  only  haTB  been 
necessary  to  turn  to  the  conatitntioo,  and  sKer- 
twn  to  what  cases,  and  from  what  tribtrM 
this  right  applies.  Bnt  onr  ohgeetion  i^  1^ 
by  this  section,  powers  are  conferred  on  ihe 
Supreme  Court,  not  authorized  by  the  «"'*''?: 
tion,  and  alarming  to  the  right*  of  the  St«e 
courts,  and  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  St»t» 

The  first  argument  whi^  I  would  urg^  (■■X' 
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to  m;  mind  it  ia  perfeotl^r  conclamre,)  to  show 
tbu  the  oonstitutioa  does  not  g'lTS  the  Supreme 
Court  the  right  to  review  and  decide  npan  the 
jndgmeDts  of  the  State  oonrta,  is,  that  that 
power  19  not  specified  in  the  oonstilTition  itself. 
The  powers  of  the  Federal  Governmeat  are 
Prided  into  three  departments,  logiBlalife,  ei- 
ecntive,  and  jadiciaL  The  powers  assigoed  to 
each  are  specified  and  defined — and  to  none  of 
the  deparOnents  more  particnlarlj  than  to  the 
jDdiei^  Ver7  extensiTe  (and  I  will  add 
tlarming)  powers  are  siven  to  it ;  ^et  they  are 
tpedficaJlj-  ennmeratea.  The  agents,  too,  by 
whoTQ  these  powers  are  to  he  admin  iatered,  are 
painted  ont; — by  "  one  Supreme  Conrt,  and 
neh  interior  oonrts  as  Congress  ma/,  &om 
time  to  time,  ord^n  and  establish." 

Let  it  be  remembered  that,  tiirongbont  the 
comtitntJOQ,  there  is  not  the  slightest  oonnec- 
tion  indioated  between  any  of  the  deportments 
of  the  Federal  with  similar  departments  of  the 
Sute  Goremments.  No  anch  cooaection  was 
iiit«ided,  wid,  least  of  all,  a  saperviBory  power 
DTer  any  departments  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments, actinR  within  the  sphere  of  their  re- 
tuned  sovereignty.  Have  gentlemen  forgotten 
Ac  proposition  made  in  the  federal  convention 
to  vest  Congress  with  the  power  to  negative 
the  liwB  of  the  State  Legislatnres )  And  can 
there  be  a  doabt  that  an  effort  to  give  the  fed- 
»il  judiciary  the  power  to  revise  and  reverse 
tbejndgmeiitB  of  the  State  conrts  wonld  have 
disred  the  some  fate?  Sir,  the  jealousy  and 
appraheEisions  entertdoed  by  the  friends  of  the 
Tigbts  of  the  Stal«a,  at  the  powers  proposed  to 
le  given  to  the  Gieneral  Government,  are  mat- 
ten  of  history,  and  how  well  foonded  they 
were,  let  history  answer. 

Bat,  sir,  there  is  another  reason,  which  is 
"ttj  aatitfootory  to  me  that  this  right  of  ap- 
ped  from  a  State  to  the  United  States  oonrt 
TO  not  onderstood,  at  the  formation  of  the 
eoBStitiitioii,  to  have  been  given ;  and  that  is, 
that,  >>i  the  debate*  of  the  Sute  conventions 
00  die  ratification  of  the  constitntlon,  there  ia 
so  referenc*  to  this  power.  Had  each  been 
the  anderstabdiog,  the  clause  supposed  to  con- 
fer it  conld  not  have  passed  nnnotioed.  What, 
w,  t  clause  which  has  the  tendency,  not  only 
to  proBbvte  the  dignity  of  State  conrts,  hnt  to 
ImmUe  the  sovereignty  of  State  Governments, 
u  the  foot  of  this  angnst  tribnnal,  not  to  have 
elicited  even  a  passing  remark  I  When  every 
put  of  the  constitution  was  so  scmtinized,  and 
■Imoit  every  power  propoAd  to  be  conferred 
■0  leilonaly  resisted  by  tliose  Jealoas  advocates 
of  State  rights  in  the  Virginia  convention,  can 
it  be  believed  that  this  overshadowing,  this 
omnlpoleiit  power,  would  have  excited  no  ap- 

C^nsionl  Sir,  if  the  keen  and  eagle  eye  of 
ek  Henry  had  hnt  detected  it  lurking 
JerthoM  terms,  "appellate  jurisdiction  " — 
he  imigined  that  it  referred  to  appeals  from 
8l»t*  conrts,  he  woold  have  exposed  and  de- 
Boannd  it— «nd  in  tbat  glowing  and  powerful 
doqaen^e  whiob  was  so  peeallarly  his  own, ' 


would  have  warned  his  conntrymen  of  "  the 
chains  that  were  forging  for  them." 

Bat,  said  Ur.  F.,  I  have  some  other  evidence^ 
of  rather  a  more  direct  and  positive  character ; 
and  to  this  I  particularly  ask  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  conven- 
tion of  that  State  which  ratified  the  federal 
constitution  proposed  a  nomber  of  amend- 
ments, and  among  them  was  the  following: 
"That  the  Congress  shall  not  consljtnte,  or- 
dain, or  establish  any  tribnnals  of  inferior 
conrts  with  any  other  than  appellate  jnrisdio- 
tion,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
trial  of  oaases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  Jn- 
risdiotion,  and  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felo- 
nies committed  on  the  high  seas ;  and  in  all 
other  oases  to  which  the  jodioial  power  of  the 
United  States  extends,  and  in  which  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  has  not 
original  jurisdiction,  the  causes  shall  be  heard, 
tried,  and  determined  in  some  one  of  the  State 
oourta,  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  or  other  proper 
tribunal,  to  be  establislied  for  that  pdrpose  by 
the  Congress,  with  such  exceptions,  and  under 
such  reflations,  as  the  Congress  shall  make." 
Now,  air,  can  we  have  any  doubt  of  the  opin- 
ion entertained  by  this  eonvenlion  as  to  the 
appellate  power  conferred  on  the  Supreme 
Ooart  by  the  constitution  I  Will  gentlemen  be- 
lieve that  that  convention  of  sagfis  would  have 
gravel;  proposed  to  amend  the  constitution  so 
OS  to  confer  powers  already  granted!  Sir,  no 
man  can  believe  it.  They  conceived,  as  the 
majority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  now 
allege,  that  this  constitution  did  not  give  this 
right  of  appeal ;  and,  for  the  expression  of  this 
opinion,  we  have  been  denounced  in  unmeas- 
ured terms.  Sir,  gentlemen  must  pardon  me 
when  I  tell  them  they  have  not  examined  tbb 
question;  they  have  been  alarmed  by  the 
clamor  which  was  raised,  and  were  afraid  to 
suffer  even  a  discussion  of  the  autyect,  lest  the^ 
too  should  be  classed  with  the  nnllifiers,  trai- 
tors, and  disunionists. 

In  reference  to  the  provision  of  removing 
certain  cases  from  the  State  courts  to  the 
United  States  circuit  court,  previous  to  any 
judgment  being  rendered,  I  stated,  said  Ur.  F., 
thu  I  believed  this  was  a  provision  perfectly 
anomalous ;  that  there  was  no  precedent  for  it 
in  England,  nor  in  any  of  the  States.  I  have 
since  understood  that  in  some  of  the  States 
cases  may  be  transferred  from  the  court  in 
which  they  were  commenced  to  one  of  a  higher 
grade.  I  make  this  correction,  because  I  do 
not  wish  to  found  an  ailment  on  any  errone- 
ous assumption  of  facts.  There  is,  however,  a 
wide  difference  between  removing  oases  from 
one  court  to  another  of  the  same  State,  and  a 
removal  from  a  State  conrt,  clothed,  by  the 
constitution  of  its  own  State,  with  power  to 
hear,  and  finally  determine,  the  cause,  to  a  court 
of  the  United  States.  Between  the  former,  by 
the  constitution  of  the  State,  there  is  a  direct 
connection;    not   so  with  uie   latter.      And 
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althongh  it  wM  competent  to  the  framera  of 
the  coDatitutioQ  to  haTe  given  that  rigbt  of  re- 
moving a  case  from  the  State  to  the  United 
States  ooort,  I  cannot  conceive  that  that  right 
U  fairlj  inferrible  from  the  oonBtitntion  aa  it 
now  BtandB. 

Bnt  if  this  right  does  exist,  and  if  Congress 
maj  now,  bj  law,  provide  for  its  exercise,  it 
Airnisheaoneof  thestroDgeit  argnmente  against 
the  right  of  appeal  from  the  Judgment  of  a 
State  coQrt.  For  if  a  part?,  on  being  sued  in" 
a  State  court,  may  remove  the  canse  to  a  fede- 
ral coart,  and  does  not  choose  to  avail  himaelf 
of  hia  prlvil^e,  he  cannot  complain  of  the 
Judgment  which  nia;r  ^  rendered ;  he  has  vol- 
nntarilf  submitted  to  the  JDriadiction  of  the 
State  coort,  and  ahoold,  therefore,  be  bound  to 
abide  the  decision.  The  plaintiff  having  se- 
lected tho  tribunal  to  a^ndicate  his  ri^ta, 
would  have  still  lees  canse  of  complaint  if  that 
decision  should  be  agunst  biin. 

The  disrespect  shown  to  the  dignity  of  State 
OonrU,  by  subjecting  their  Jadgments  to  revisal 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  is  a  matter  of  little  im- 
portance to  those  who  regard  them  as  inferior 
or  snbordinate  to  the  feiderat  tribunals ;  but, 
rir,  regarding,  aa  I  do,  the  State  institutions, 
while  actJDg  within  the  sphere  of  the  sover- 
rignty  retained  by  the  States,  aa  subordinate  to 
DO  power  whoever,  I  never  can  consent  to  see 
them  thoa  degraded  in  rank,  and  shorn  of  their 
ri^ts. 

There  ar«  some  other  claoses  of  the  oonati- 
tnlion  conferring  Jnriadiction  on  the  Supreme 
Oourt,  the  meamng  and  extent  of  which  I  will 
take  Uiis  occasion  to  examine,  aa  they  are  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  subject  of  this  in- 
vestigation. I  am  the  more  gratified  at  having 
the  opportnnity  to  do  so,  because  it  will  enable 
me  to  enter  into  the  defence  of  certMn  princi- 
ples which  hare  long  been  maintained  by  the 
State  of  which  I  am  an  nnworth;  representa- 
tive ;  principles  which  she  holds  moat  saored, 
and  which  she  will  not  tamely  yield.  Bnt  I 
will  not  fatigne  the  House  with  an  argument  of 
my  own.  No,  sir,  I  will  not  rely  on  my  own 
Heebie  ann,  when  I  have  weapons  so  mnch 
more  powerAil  and  effective  witliin  my  reach. 
Sir,  wlien  I  present  the  recorded  opinions  and 
expositions  of  James  Madiaan  and  John  Mar- 
ahall,  I  know  they  must  command  the  respect 
of  this  House ;  and  it  is  a  source  of  no  litxle 
pride  and  gratification,  that:  most  of  the  promi- 
nent principles  for  which  Georgia  has  contend- 
ed, in  her  controversies  with  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, are  amply  supported  by  the  opinions 
of  these  diatingitiBhed  men. 

The  first  clause  of  the  oonslitotiou,  to  which 
I  refer,  is  that  which  gives  to  the  Supreme 
Oourt  jurisdiction  in  "  controversies  between  a 
State  and  citizens  of  another  State."  Sow,  let 
ns  hear  the  reason  why  this  power  waa  con- 
ferred. 1  give  it  in  the  words  of  l£r.  Uadison, 
and  particnlarty  invite  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men who  place  so  much  reliance  on  the  exposi- 
tion of  the  eonttitatiou  made  ootemporaneoualy 


with  ita  formation.  I  read  from  Ur.  HadiaoD's 
q>eech  in  the  Virginia  oonvention,  in  replf  to 
gentlemen  who  were  vehemently  oppeaed  lo 
tbe  ratification  of  the  conatitDtion :  "Its  (th* 
federal  court's)  jnrisdiction  in  controvernw  b«- 
tween  a  State  and  citizens  of  another  StsU," 
says  the  gentleman,  "  is  much  olyected  to,  sod 
perhaps  without  reason.  It  is  not  in  the  power 
of  individuals  to  call  any  8tAt«  into  covrt  The 
only  operation  it  can  have,  is,  that,  if  a  State 
should  wish  to  bring  anit  against  a  citizen,  it 
most  be  brought  before  the  federal  oonrl  It 
appears  to  me  that  this  can  h&ve  do  opwatioo 
but  this,  to  give  a  citizen  a  right  to  be  heard  in 
the  federal  courts ;  and,  if  a  State  slioald  «■»- 
descend  to  be  a  party,  thie  oonrt  may  tak«  cog- 
nizance of  it." 

What  says  Ur.  Uarahall  on  Hie  same  snb- 
ject?  "With  respect  to  disputes  between  s 
State  and  citizens  of  another  State,  its  (ihs 
federal  court's)  Jurisdiotioii  bsi  been  decried 
with  nnnsnal  vehemence.  I  hope  no  feotle- 
man  will  think  that  a  State  will  be  eaiM  it 
the  bar  of  the  federal  court.  Ii  there  no  sodi 
case  at  presentt  Are  there  not  many  casta  in 
which  the  Legislature  of  Vir^nia  is  a  party  I 
And  yet  the  State  is  not  aned.  It  is  not  ra- 
tional to  suppose  that  the  aovereign  power  ahill 
be  dragged  before  a  court.  The  intent  is,  lo 
enable  States  to  reoover  ol^ma  of  individaili 
rending  in  other  States.  I  contend  this  oon- 
struotion  is  warranted  by  the  words.  Bat,  sty 
they,  (gentlemen  who  had  objeotad  to  tlite 
power,)  there  will  be  partiality  m  it,  if  a  Slste 
cannot  be  defendaut^-^f  an  individual  csnnol 
proceed  to  obtun  judgment  against  a  SUM, 
though  he  may  be  sued  by  a  State."  Vh*t  is 
Ur.  Marshall's  reply  to  this  objection!  "It  is 
necessary  to  be  so,  and  caimot  be  avtuded.  1 
see  a  difficulty  in  making  a  State  defbDdmt, 
which  does  not  prevwit  ito  being  made  plain- 
tiff." Sir,  I  make  no  commenta  on  these  eipo- 
sitiona  of  federal  court  powera — they  are  too 
plain  to  require  any. 

The  opinions  and  argnmenta  &om  which 
these  extracts  have  been  read,  wete  delivered 
in  the  year  1768,  Who  that  heard  liiva,  Ur. 
Speaker,  would  have  believed  Ibat,  in  leaa  tbsa 
five  years,  a  snit  would  have  been  institiiled  in 
the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United  States,  by  sn 
individual,  against  one  of  the  States,  and  lb«l 
the  jurisdiction  would  have  been  maintained  by 
the  oonrt?  Yet,  air,  thU  was  done  in  sevwil 
instances ;  and  one  of  the  States  against  which 
snit  was  thus  brought,  was  Geo^at  that  Slate 
which  seems  doomed  to  be  tbe  sutgeet  c(  Gea- 
eral  Government  experimeota.  And  whtt 
oonrse  did  Oeoriga  puiane  t  I)id  she  q<i>M'][ 
submit  to  be  "dragged  before  the  court) 
Did  she,  in  the  language  of  Ifr.  lUdiwa, 
"oondeaoendtobeaparty"  to  this  suit  f  No, 
air.  She  acted  then  aa  afae  haa  on  a  ncoe  n- 
oent  occasion.  She  considered  Hte  sunuDotu 
"  to  the  bar  of  the  Federal  (Sat^eme)  Coort 
as  an  attack  on  her  sovereignty ;  and  she  di«i«- 
garded  it,  and  resolved  to  ptoteot  herself  igiiiiH 
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veiy  tooD  »ft«r  tud  th«  saCufaotioa  of  seeing  her 
prinatples  recognized  by  Ler  sister  Statue,  as 
wu  elMvly  indiosted  bj  an  Mnendment  to  the 
contitjtioa,  ezpressl;  providing  that  "  the  Ja- 
diciil  power  ol  the  United  Sutes  should  not 
b«  eoutraed  to  extend  to  anr  snit 


Bat  there  U  another  branch  of  Jarisdiotion 
whieh  b  claimed  for  the  Supreme  Court,  under 
the  constitDtion,  but  more  especially  nuder  the 
twntj-ftfUi  eactioD  of  the  jadkiary  set,  and 
which  hat  been,  reij  reoentlf,  absolntely  de- 
nied by  the  public  antboritiea  of  the  Stat«  of 
Georgia.  And  that  ia,  the  right  of  the  Su- 
preme Ooart,  under  its  appellate  power,  to  re- 
Tit*  and  detennioe  on  the  judgment  of  a  State 
court  ID  a  erimiual  prosecatioo,  io  which  the 
State  is  a  puty.  Sir,  the  view  taken  of  this 
ubjeA  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  celebrated  Vir- 
ginia report  of  '&9,  is  so  clear  and  oonclosive, 
tint  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  read- 
ing it  to  the  Hoase :  "  The  expression  '  cases 
in  law  and  equity '  (in  the  constitntion)  is 
muifaadT  oonfined  to  cases  of  a  civil  nature; 
aod  would  exdude  oases  of  criminal  jorisdio- 
tico;  criminal  oases  in  law  and  eauity  woold 
be  a  language  unknown  to  the  law." 

"The  ncoeeding  paiagr^ih  of  the  tome  seo- 
twn,"  conluinee  the  report,  "  is  in  harmony  " 
with  this  ooDstoDC^OD.  It  is  in  these  words : 
o  la  all  caaea  affecting  ambassadors,  other  iinb- 
lic  miiuiters,  and  eonsnia,  and  those  in  wnioh 
a  State  ahall  be  a  party,  the  Snpreme  Oonrt 
■bill  baTe  ori^nal  jurisdiction.  In  all  the 
Mb«r  caaea.  (inelnding  oases  in  law  and  equity 
uiwig  nwier  the  oonslatntioD,)  the  Supreme 
Comt  dull  have  appellate  joriadiotion,  Mth  as 
to  law  and  &ot,  wiui  sooh  esoqitions,  and  un- 
der siuh  ragnlationa,  as  Oongress  shall  make. 
This  paragraph,  by  expreasly  (riTing  an  appel- 
lite  johsuiction  in  oases  of  law  and  equity 
triang  under  the  ooustitntjon,  to  fiaot  aa  well 
SI  to  Uw,  dearly  excladca  criminal  csbsb,  where 
tbe  trial  by  jnry  is  secured,  beoanse  the  fact  in 
neb  cases  U  not  a  subject  of  appeal" 

"Once  more"  (the  report  ados)  "the  amend- 
■BMit  last  added  to  the  constitntion  deserve* 
sQentioii,  as  throwing  light  on  this  sabject. 
Tlw  jadioial  power  of  the  United  Stales  shall 
ut  Im  cooatmed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law 
or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one 
of  tbe  United  States  by  citizens  of  another 
Stale,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign 
power.  As  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  any 
oiiniDal  proceeding  could  take  place  against  a 
State,  the  terms  law  or  equity  most  be  nnder- 
tieod  as  appropriate  to  civil,  in  exelosion  of 
ariminal  casea." 

Sncb,  sir,  are  tbe  senlinients  and  reasoning 


of  this  great  statesman  on  this  point.  What 
consideration  tbey  may  be  entitled  to,  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  the  Uonse.  As, 
however,  his  opinions  on  other  snl^ecta  are  so 
much  sought  after  of  late,  and  so  much  ad- 
mired, I  trust  tbey  irill  not  be  without  their 
weight  on  this. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hare  another  authority, 
bearing  so  directly  on  this  point,  that  it  must 
not  be  passed  over  imnotioed — and  to  which 
the  serioiu  attention  of  tbe  ^ntlemen  from 
New  York  is  again  most  speoislly  invit«d.  I 
have  already  stated  that  when  the  convenljon 
of  that  State  ratified  the  federal  constitution, 
they  proposed  several  amendments,  which  they 


of  oertaJii  rights  and  principles  which  they 
concaved  were  not  afiected  oy  the  constitn* 
tion,  and  then  added:  "Under  these  impres- 
sions, and  declaring  that  the  rights  aforesaid 
cannot  be  abridged  or  violated,  and  that  the 
explanations  aforesaid  are  cooBiateDt  with  the 
said  constitution,"  &C.,  "  We.  the  said  dele- 
gates, do  assent  to  and  ratify  tne  said  oonstita- 
tion,"  Nour,  «r,  one  of  these  "  explanations 
consistent  with  the  constitution  "  is  in  these 
words :  "  That  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  in  which  a  State  may 
be  a  party,  does  not  extend  to  criminal  prose- 
ontiona,  or  to  Buthorize  any  suit  by  any  person 
agunst  a  State."  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  a  well- 
eBtablished  prinoinle  of  uie  common  law,  as 
well  as  the  plain  nictate  of  common  sense,  that 
a  contract  ia  to  be  oonstmed  as  understood  by 
the  parties  to  it  at  the  time  it  was  made.  The 
oonstitntioQ  is  a  contract  between  the  different 
States  of  tbis  Union.  New  York  was  a  party, 
and  a  very  important  party,  to  this  contract ; 
and  she  resolved  to  leave  no  uncertainty  as  to 
her  understanding  of  it,  or  of  the  obligations 
she  was  about  to  assume.  Sir,  it  would  really 
seem  as  if  the  members  of  that  convention 
looked  forward  with  a  prophetic  eye  to  the  dis- 
position of  thia  Government  to  aoqaire,  by  the 
aid  of  construction,  powers  not  delegated  to  it, 
and  that  they  determined  to  plant  round  it  as 
many  guards  as  poa^ble  against  these  danger- 
ous encroachments.  And  when,  among  the 
distinguished  names  of  which  tliat  oonveution 
was  composed,  we  find  those  of  Jay,  Clinton, 
Hamilton,  Morris,  Livingston,  and  many  oth- 
ers, the  construction  which  they  placed  on  the 
ooustitntioQ  is  entitled  to  the  highest  respect. 

There  is  only  one  more  olanse  of  the  consti- 
tution, with  which!  intend  to  tronble  the 
House ;  it  is  that  which  extends  the  power  of 
tbe  Snpreme  Oonrt  to  "  controvdrsies  between 
a  State  and  foreign  States."  Let  us  inquire  of 
Mr.  Madison  what  is  the  intent  and  extent  of 
this  jurisdiction:  "The  next  case  (says  this 
gentleman  in  the  Virginia  convention)  provides 
for  dispnles  between  a  foreign  State  and  one  of 
onr  Statea,  shonld  such  a  case  ever  arise ;  and 
between  a  citizen,  and  a  foreign  citizen,  or  sub- 
ject.   I  do  not  conceive  that  any  oontroTeray 
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con  ever  be  dedded  in  these  conrts,  between 
an  American  and  a  foreicn  State,  withont  tlte 
ooDsent  of  the  panieB.  If  they  consent,  pro- 
yisioD  is  here  made." 

To  this  opinioQ,  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  of 
"iii.  J(Ad  UarsbsU,  on  the  same  occasion.  In 
reply  to  Mr.  George  Mason,  Mr.  Marshall  saja: 
"He  ^r.  tfason)  objecta  to  ite  (the  federal 
ooDrt's)  jurisdiction  in  controversies  between  a 
State  and  a  foreign  State.  Sappoee,  says  he, 
in  anch  a  suit  a  foreign  State  is  cast,  will  she 
be  bound  by  the  decision  t  If  a  foreign  State 
bronght  a  suit  against  the  oommonwealth  of 
Tirginiik  wonld  she  not  be  barred  from  the 
cUim,  if  the  federal  jndioiary  thought  it  nn- 
jnst  t  The  previous  consent  of  the  parties  is 
necessary." 

Thus  we  see  these  two  gentlemen  cononrring 
in  the  opinion,  that  to  enable  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  to  exercise  this  jurisdiction,  the  consent 
of  tbe  parties,  the  States,  is  indispensable. 

To  fuiow  more  clearly  tbe  absurdity  of  this 
doctrine,  that  a  foreign  State  ma;  bring  one  of 
these  States  into  the  Supreme  Conrt,  permit 
me,  Ur.  Speaker,  to  present  a  single  esse,  as  an 
illustration.  There  has  recently  been  a  dispute 
between  the  State  of  Maine  and  the  provmce 
of  New  Brunswick.  Instead,  then,  of  settling 
it  by  negotiation  between  the  two  Oovem- 
ments,  suppose  Great  Britain  had  brought  an 
action  in  the  Supreme  Court  against  Main&  for 
tbe  dispated  territory.  Sir,  it  would  have  been 
the  standina  jest  of  the  da; ;  it  wonld  hare 
been  too  ludicroos  for  grave  judicial  oonsidera- 
tion,  Tet,  a  people  residing  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  of  Qoorgia,  who,  some  four  or  five 
years  ago,  declared  themselves  independent, 
have,  as  rumor  informs  us,  instituted  suit  in 
the  'Supreme  Oonrt,  as  a  foreign  nation,  agunst 
that  State — and  that,  too,  under  the  advice  of 
distingnishod  counsel.  That  such  a  case  will 
be  sustained,  I  cannot  believe.  Georgia  has 
not  only  given  no  consent  to  have  the  case  ad- 
jndicated  by  the  oonrt,  bnt  she  vrill  not  feel 
herself  bonnd  by  any  judgment  that  may  be 
awarded. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  spoken  of  the  powers  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  particularly  as  specified  in 
tbe  twenty-fifth  section  of  tbe  Judiciary  aot,  aa 
being  vast  and  alarming.  I  concur  most  sin- 
cerely with  the  opinion  expressed  by  my  wor- 
th; friend  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Hdntiko- 
TOB,)  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that,  "  in 
comparison  vrith  the  jndioiary,  all  the  other 
deportments  of  this  Government  are  weak  and 
powerless."  But,  sir,  when  the  gentleman 
added,  that  it  controlled  even  sovereignty  itself^ 
by  pointing  it  to  the  clause  which  says,  "  thns 
far  shalt  thon  go,  and  no  farther,"  I  confess  I 
did  not  correctly  understand  thu  import  of  his 
language.  Little,  indeed,  did  I  dream  how 
soon  we  should  have  a  demonstration  of  this 
omnipotence,  and  that  my  devoted  State  was, 
as  nsusl,  to  be  the  subject. 

Sir,  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  speak  of 
Ihe  repeated  confiiots  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
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with  this  Government.  She  has,  indeed,  lud 
her  days  of  darkness  and  of  trial — Btnsetiines 
standing  almost  alone,  and  breasting  tbe  slmoil 
overwhelming  torrent  of  pnblio  opintiHi.  But 
she  remuned  firm  and  onmoved;  and  wba 
the  storm  has  passed  over,  when  the  eidtt- 
ment  has  subsided,  she  has  had  the  proud  sabs- 
faction  to  see  her  principles  recognued,  and  to 
hear  her  course  fqiproved.  She  still  aots  epos 
the  same  principles— she  atiU  pnrsnee  the  sinie 
strfoghtforward  oooree;  and,  in  her  prteest 
difficulties,  she  confidently  anticipates  tlie  ssms 
reanlt.  She  only  earriea  into  pnetkal  vftttr 
tion  the  doctrines  so  oleari;  1^  down,  and  ta 
ably  maintained,  by  Uadwon  and  Marshall; 
these  are  the  "  bnrolDg  and  nhtn^ng  )i^tti " 
which  iUnminate  her  path,  and  gnide  ber 
course ;  and  it  is  for  an  mtelligeDt  and  impar- 
tial pnbliu  to  say  whether,  for  thus  aetisg,  she 
shomd  be  placed  under  the  ban,  and  dsvoted 
to  destmotion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  wonld  be  a  groaa  affectatim 
if  I  were  to  speak  of  the  distingnisfaed  individ- 
uals who  adorn  the  bench  of  the  Sapiene 
Court  in  any  other  terms  than  those  of  ths 
most  profound  respect.  But  the  reverecM 
wbioh  IS  BO  generally  entertained  for  ths  ehsi^ 
acters  of  the  judges  excites  some  cS  the  great- 
est apprehensions  as  to  the  dongera  Kkuyto 
grow  out  of  the  powers  of  the  conrL  Sir,  let 
us  remember  not  only  that  these  judges  ire 
fallible,  but  that  they  are  not  immortal.  Thst 
splendid  orb  which  has  been  so  long  the  osDCre 
of  this  system — wbioh  in  its  meridian  ihtwe 
with  such  bricht  effulgence,  and  which  pre- 
serves such  mild  and  ^eady  Instre  in  its  even- 
ing honrs,  is  fast  verging  to  the  horiioa,  sod 
must  soon  set  Its  £stiiignished  aeeondsriu, 
in  the  revolutions  of  years,  mnst  also  fisieh 
their  oonrse — and  who  t^an  foresee  the  diarse- 
ter  of  their  socceasorst  With  the  same  poir- 
ers,  and  without  the  same  pnritj  of  pnrpose  to 
direct  them,  who  oan  tell  what  misohiefs  tfasy 
may  not  commit  t  i^ainst  these  dangers  it  is 
our  duty  to  guard.  We  cannot  too  eantiotuly 
and  securely  provide  ag^nst  the  exerdse  of 
arbitrary  power.  Ko  policy  is  more  nnwiss 
and  unsafe,  than  that  of  confiding  powers  willi 
reference  to  tbe  individnal  h;  whom  thev  are 
to  be  exercised — no  matter  how  pore  and  ele- 
vated the  character  of  that  individual  may  be. 
Sir,  it  was  for  tbe  purpose  of  providing  t^inst 
future  danger,  and  with  the  nope  of  eheekiDg 
an  evil  wnion  is  constant];  incrcaaii^^  sua 
which  thrcat«ns  the  peace  and  harmony  of  our 
country — the  interference  of  federal  witb  Stale 
aothorities— that  ths  majority  of  tbe  Judiciary 
Committee  were  indnced  to  reotHumend  ars* 
peal  of  that  section  of  our  judiciary  aot  which 
confers  upon  your  Supreme  Court  snoh  nnlim- 
i(ed  powers. 

As  to  the  resolution  immediately  nnder  con- 
uderation,  I  have  only  to  say,  in  oonclDiim, 
that,  as  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  eom- 
mittee  differed  so  widely  in  their  views  of  ths 
qaestion  presented  to  them,  it  is  both  right  and 
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pnper  that  the  people  at  large  Bhould  see  the 
reasoning  hj  which  thejr  have  arrived  at  oon- 
elosioDS  BD  entirelj-  opposite.  After  the  impo- 
ta&aa  which  have  been  cast  npon  the  ra^jor- 
itj,  wt  ooDsider  It  a  matter  of  striot  justice 
that  tb^  viewi  should  be  pablished,  sod  let 
an  Bnprejn^oed  world  determioe  wheQier  we 
ban  iodaad  been  plotting  treason  in  tlie  very 
boaom  of  our  nadooal  oonnaeU. 

£«BolativTuiry  Pe7ui<mt. 
He  cognMeed  bill  making  fbrtlier  providon 
fyttin  siirviviiig  offlcera  and  Boldiers,  militia, 
BWe  tniops,  and  volnnteeri,  of  the  revolation- 
irj'  Mrvine,  was  read  a  third  time,  end  the 
question  itMed  on  its  passage. 

Ur.  TntTAKT  roee,  and  aaid  he  was  aware 
rf  the  neat  minority  by  whloh  this  bill  had 
teen  oroered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday,  and  he 
knew  he  wta  presenting  himeelf  \n  an  anenvi- 
*ble  pontion  by  interposing  any  obstacles  to 
ltd  immediate  passage ;  yet,  contemplating  the 
rStOt  which  it  mnst  prodace  upon  the  flnan- 
dii  operations  of  the  Government,  he  felt  oon- 
i^aed,  by  a  seoae  of  dntj,  to  throw  himself^ 
(or  a  short  time,  upon  the  conrtesy  of  the 
Home.  Not  content  with  the  bonntifhl  liber- 
tlitj  already  extended  to  the  brave  and  gallant 
mfia  who  were  engaged  in  most  of  the  hard- 
fiMgfat  batties  in  that  eventful  war,  which  ter- 
Bdnated  in  eetaMiMhiiig  onr  indepondenoe,  we 
ire  now  called  npon  to  adopt  a  maasare  that 
vill  embrace  within  the  scope  of  its  bounty  all 
*bo  survive,  and  which  most  neoeesaiily  in- 
ereiie  the  nnmber  of  pensioner  to  an  nn- 
known  exteat,  and  creat«  demands  npon  the 
TreiKiry,  that  vrill  absorb  a  large  proportion 
of  joop  cnrrent  revonne.  Is  the  list  of  pen- 
sooers  not  snfficientiy  swelled  nnder  the  enst- 
ing  laws,  that  we  mnat  dispense  with  the  pro- 
dent  tiinitations  iinvosed  npon  the  bounty  of 
tbe  OoTemment,  ana  invite  mnltitudea  who  are 
not  dimming  it  as  a  rigbL  or  even  asking  it  as 
afiTor,  to  partake  of  a  liberality  almost  with- 
m  boonde,  and  oerttdniy  onpreoedented  t 
,  At  preaent,  a  pennon  cannot  be  obtained  nn- 
Im  the  apolieant  ia  in  neoeasitooa  cironm- 
■Aancea;  ana  be  is  beld  to  strict  proof  of  the 
time  of  servtee,  which  mnat  be,  at  the  least, 
mne  months;  and  required  to  fomisb,  nnder 
Mh,  a  schedule  of  hia  property,  Notwith- 
ttudioK  these  wise  and  salutary  restrictions, 
int«ndM  to  confine  the  benefits  of  your  pen- 
non lystam  to  those  who  really  stand '  in  need 
<i  the  assistance  of  their  oonntry,  and  to  guard 
Tovr  Treaanry  ag^nat  fraoda — not  leae  than 
bttveeD  eleven  and  twelve  thousand  are  at  thia 
time  in  the  eqjoymeiit  of  yonr  bounty,  requir- 
ing. I  think,  an  annual  expenditure  of  between 
twelve  end  Sft«en  hnndrad  thonsand  dollars. 
^nta  thia  data  a  probable  conjecture  might  be 
lonned  ta  to  the  effects  of  this  bill,  should  it 
pass,  in  increaung  the  nnrnber  of  pensioners, 
and  the  annual  eipenditare  to  be  made  for  the 
pament  of  their  pensions. 
Mr.  T.  Bud  Uiat  he  did  not  know  what  was 
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the  number  of  soldiers  engaged  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  The  numoer,  however,  must 
have  been  very  great,  if  the  militia,  ea  well  aa 
those  in  the  continental  line,  are  included  in 
the  estimate.  The  war  was  waged  for  seven 
years,  and  was  actively  prosecuted  from  one 
extremi^  of  the  TTnion  to  the  other.  No  part 
of  the  seaboard  escaped  its  ravages,  and  the 
i^litia,  in  aid  of  the  regular  forces,  were  ire- 
qnently  called  ont  in  aQ  the  States,  and  but 
few  performed  a  service  for  a  shorter  neriod 
than  six  months.  It  cannot  be  doubtea  that 
there  are  many  thonsands,  scattered  over  all 
parts  of  the  United  8tat«s,  who  will  he  entitled 
to  the  beuefite  contemplated  by  this  bill,  and 
will  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  It  is 
impossible  to  speak  with  absolute  aocnraoy 
upon  this  subject,  but  Iho  number  of  pension- 
ers now  on  the  roll  f^imiahes  a  rule  that  will  ena- 
ble ne  to  approximate  snfGcientiy  near  the  truth. 
At  present  it  should  be  remembered,  that 
with  tne  exception  of  those  who  were  provided 
for  in  the  act  of  18SS-'9,  none  bnt  the  indigent, 
who  have  served  continuously  nine  months  in 
the  continental  line,  ore  entitied  to  the  benefits 
of  the  pension  acts.  The  possession  of  more 
than  three  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  property 
excludes  the  soldier  from  this  bounty.  With 
these  restrictions,  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
number  at  present  npon  the  pension  list  amounts 
to  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand.  It 
oumot  be  reasonably  supposed  that  one-third 
of  the  survivors  of  that  l»nd  of  patriots,  who 
knew  so  well  how  to  estimate  the  valoe  of  lib- 
erty, and  encountered  snch  fearfal  perila  to  se- 
cure ita  pDBBeeaion  to  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity, have  been  so  regardless  of  their  conuort 
and  independence  as,  alter  a  lapse  of  fifty  years, 
uninterruptedly  devoted  to  the  improvement  of 
their  fortunes,  to  be  found  at  this  day  in  the 
possession  of  less  than  three  hnndred  dollars' 
worth  of  property.  Admit,  however,  that  one- 
third  of  these  men,  either  by  misfortnne  or  Im- 
providence, have  been  reduced  to  this  ocmdi- 
tion.  Remove  the  restrictions  at  present  im- 
posed, and  &om  the  ranks  of  the  continental 
line  alone  yon  will  have  a  list  of  pensioners 
amounting  to  between  thirty  and  thirty-six 
thonsand.  The  relative  proportion  of  militia 
and  continental  troops  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  precision ;  but  tne  history  of  those  times, 
and  the  recolleotion  of  those  who  witnessed  the 
scenes  of  that  period,  and  yet  live,  will  bear  me 
out  in  saying  that  the  militia  engaged  in  the 
revolutionary  struggle,  at  different  times  from 
its  commencement  to  ite  termination,  greatly 
exceeded  the  number  of  r^;nlar  or  continent^ 
troops.  If  they  were  only  equal  in  number,  it 
is  clearly  shown  that,  by  the  passage  of  tnis 
bill,  yon  will  increase  the  list  of  pensioners 
from  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand,  to 
between  sixty  and  eighty  thousand.  With  this 
view  of  the  ^ts,  an  opinion  may  be  hazarded, 
that,  to  maintain  your  pensioners,  the  snm  re- 
quired annually,  instead  of  being,  aa  at  present, 
between  twelve  and  fifteen  hnndred  IhoQaaua 
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dollars,  will  be  between  six  and  ten  miUiona  of 
dollars.  Admit,  Hr.  Speaker,  that  the  emallest 
of  the  last-men  tioaed  Bama  will  be  reqaii  ' 
auiinallj  to  meet  the  expenditares  to  be  mci 
red  b;  the  adopUon  of  this  meosare,  where  ii 
to  come  from  I  Tonr  Treaanrj  may  be  in 
healtfafal  state.  It  is  no  donbt  prepu«d 
meet  expected  and  ordinary  demmda,  bat  il 
not  BO  redondant  as  to  be  able  to  meet  one  w> 
unexpected,  and  of  BQCh  on  extraordinary  char- 
acter. Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  jet  a  heavy  and 
a  long-Btanding  debt  hanging  over  ns,  which 
•onnd  policy  requires  shoiud  be  paid  before  this 
system  of  waste  and  extravagance  shonld  be 
indulged  in.  We  shonld  be  just  before  we 
Keneroas.  If  this  bill  shonld  beoome  a  Ii 
how  will  this  debt  be  discharged?  It  is  ( 
dent  that  the  sam  which  will  be  anuaally 
qoired  to  carry  it  into  effect  cfuinot  be  snpplied 
from  the  cnrrent  reTenne,  onlees  other  appro- 
priations necessary  to  die  ordinary  current  ex- 
penses of  tbe  GoTemment  sboold  be  dispensed 
with,  or  yon  inTode  tbe  sinking  fnnd,  long  since 
established,  and  sacredly  pledged  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  pnbiin 
debt.  If  you  do  not  impose  additional  taxes 
or  borrow  money,  this  most  be  done ;  and,  as  a 
necessary  conseqnence,  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  will  l>e  postponed.  We  hare  been 
told  by  the  EiecotiTe  that  the  revenne  of  the 
Government  was  eqoel  to  the  payment  of  thia 
debt  as  early  as  the  year  1684,  or  1885  at 
furthest.  The  people  have  been  told  so  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  and  tfaey  are  moat  ani- 
ionsly  looking  forward  to  this  desirable  peiiod. 
They  expect,  then,  to  be  relieved  from  that 
weight  of  taxes  by  which  they  have  been  so 
grievODSly  oppressed,  especially  since  the  year 
ISaS.  In  this  country,  «■  in  all  others,  the 
people  look  to  tbe  degree  of  taxation  they  are 
exposed  to,  as  one  of  the  best  evidenoea  of  the 
wisdom  or  folly,  the  goodness  or  badneas^  of 
the  Qovernment  nnder  which  they  live,  ana  rf 
those  who  administer  its  affairs.  When  their 
industry  is  least  trammdled  by  nnneceasary 
hardens,  and  they  are  left  fireo  to  en]oy  the 
froita  of  their  labor  with  the  least  possible  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  the  Government,  they 
are  not  often  Inclined  to  complain  of  the  aota 
of  tiie  Government ;  but  nnder  a  state  of  taxa- 
tion which  is  felt  to  be  oppressive,  and  prom- 
ises to  be  perpetual,  they  will  eomplain,  and 
their  complaints  most  altimat«ly  be  reapect«d. 
With  a  view  to  avert  the  evils  ha  apprehended 
wonld  flow  from  the  bill  if  it  passed  in  ita  pres- 
ent form,  Mr.  T.  submitted  the  following  mo- 

"  That  tbe  said  biQ  be  recemtnitted  to  tbe  Com- 
mitcea  of  Ways  siid  Means,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  and  report  (o  the  House  the  amoont  which 
will  probably  be  reqaired  annailly  Co  carry  its 
provieioQS  ioto  effect,  and  the  amount  which  prob- 
ably would  be  annually  required  to  carry  the  said 
bill  into  effect,  provided  its  pro Tisions  were  restrict- 
ed to  those  only  who  are  in  such  reduced  circcm- 
stanoes  m  life  aa  to  stand  in  need  of  BMistance  of 


tbe  country  for  support, ;  and  further  to  inquire  ud 
report  whether  the  amoont  which  may  be  reqiund 
to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  iud  bill  into  effecl 
can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  wilhoal  inTadiiij 
the  aioking  fund,  and  thereby  postponing  ibe  pij- 
ment  of  the  public  debt," 

Heretofore,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  policy  of  thii 
Government  had  been  to  oonSne  the  beneSli 
of  the  pension  law  to  those  who  had  beso  di«- 
abled  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  lbs 
ooontry,  and  to  those  who  had  served  b  the 
revolntiooary  war,  and  were  reduced  tea  stite 
of  indigence  and  want.  Now,  it  b  proposed  to 
go  beyond  this  policy,  and  to  lay  the  found*- 
Ijon  of  a  splendid  penMon  sjat^n.  All  who 
participated  in  tbe  war  of  the  revolutiDa,  no 
matter  what  their  merits  may  be,  are  invited 
to  come  forward  and  throw  themaelvte  iqrao 
the  charity  and  benefioenoe  of  the  QoveniDMDt 
— a  snmptnouB  banqnet  is  to  be  spread,  and  the 
oonntry  is  to  be  ransacked  to  gather  together 
mnltitndee  to  riot  and  revel  at  the  feast.  It  ii 
not  in  hnman  nature  to  resist  an  iavitalion  ao 
strongly  appealing  to  its  oopidity  and  avarice. 
All  who  remain,  of  the  regnlar  army,  or  miUda 
of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  will  be  qaarlcied 


sud,  in  and  ont  of  the  House,  of  the  meiitaaiou 
services  of  the  revolntionary  patriot*,  and  of 
the  debt  of  gratitude  whiob  the  ooontiy  oired 
them.  No  one  was  more  ready  than  be  irts  to 
award  to  them  that  meed  of  praise  to  wbieh 
they  were  so  richly  entitled ;  and  he  entertuo- 
ed  so  exalted  an  opinion  of  the  patriotism  by 
which  he  trusted  they  were  still  aaimated,  tbst 
he  believed  he  shonld  go  aa  far  as  any  ot  theoi 
desired,  if  be  contributed  in  bis  station  hm  to 
extend  relief  to  snch  of  them  as  really  stood  in 
need  of  assistance  from  their  eonntry.  I^  how- 
ever, he  should  be  mistaken,  in  his  opinion,  ■■ 
his  jnstifloation,  he  would  say,  that  it  was  a  bid 
mle  in  legidation  to  surrender  the  dictates  of 
the  judgment,  and  follow  the  impulse  of  the 
feelings.  Whenever  it  was  done,  the  oonse- 
qaenoes  invariably  proved  to  be  injurions  to  tba 
people.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  no  induQemeut,  not 
did  he  feel  any  desire,  to  derogate  from  tbe 
well-earned  fame  of  the  men  who  fbo^t  and 
suffered  to  establish  onr  independenoe,  nor 
wonld  he  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
any  measore  oalcnlated  and  intended  to  afford 
the  comforts  necessary  to  their  real  wania ;  bat 
he  conid  not  oonaent  to  ^ve  away  milh<Hia  to 
those  who  did  not  stand  in  need  of  IL  The 
idea  of  men  who  were  rolling  in  affluence  and 
indulging  in  all  the  luxuries  of  eivUiaed  lift 
being  sustained  and  aapported  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, in  a  country  ana  ander  a  Govenunent 
where  we  boaat  of  eqnal  righta,  was  to  him 
odious  in  the  extreme,  and  would  be  so  consid- 
ered by  the  people.    He  must  beseech  gentle- 

agun  to  weigh  well  the  coaseqoenoes  of 

uieaenre.  Bixij  thoOsand  pensionen  to  be 
maintained  from  yonr  Treasnry  by  the  annul 
ixpeoditore  of  an  amonnt  that  most  aireat  for 
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some  time  the  parment  of  the  pablio  debt,  and 
tasUB  upon  the  people,  for  an  indefiDite  period, 
a  etftem  of  tasAtion,  under  which,  eTen  now, 
they  are  JDStif  restless  and  dissatisfied,  mnst 
preMDt  a  eonrideratiou  that  the  pradent  and 
discreet  would  not  east  aaide. 

Mr,  T.  aaid  that  he  hod  derignedlj  confined 
the  remsrka  which  he  had  made  npon  this  sub- 
ject to  thoM  points  to  which,  in  sapport  of  hie 
BiotiiHi,  he  had  felt  It  his  dntj  chieflj  to  call 
Hieittetttionof  the  Hoase;  bnt,  before  he  took 
Iwre  rf  the  sabjeet,  he  wonld  saj  that  he  felt 
oppaeed  to  the  pensioning  sy^em,  upon  other 
groDnds.  He  believed  it  was  better  calcnlated 
te  demonlixe  the  ooraninnity  than  almost  any 
ctiin'  kind  of  legislation.  It  weakens  thc«e 
tks  whiob,  in  i^  well-re^!a(ed  oommnoities, 
Aonld  be  sednloa^j  cherished  ae  the  etrongeet 
Unments  which  bind  man  to  the  perfonnanoe 
ef  his  «ocial  datiee.  The  aged  parent,  who  has 
■  ntonl  right  ta  lean  upon  his  offspring  for  iop- 
port  in  the  deeline  of  life,  will  be  Mid  that  that 
obligation  no  longer  exiete,  as  the  Goremment 
bu  ondertakca  to  provide  for  him.  The  brother 
wiH  be  denied  tbe  hospitality  of  a  brother's 
rooC  or  a  plaee  at  his  board,  tmA  turned  out  of 
doors  to  live  Qpon  the  charity  of  Government. 
TltoM  affections,  whioh  constitnted  the  chief 
eDjojTDent  of  lifb,  will  be  pat  to  hazard  by  the 
introdnothm  of  snch  an  extended  system  of  gov- 
ernmental charity.  Hr.  T.  said  that  be  re- 
gretted ha  had  ooonpied  so  mnob  time  in  pre- 
senting his  views  npon  this  subject  to  the 
HoDfe,  especially  as  he  was  satiBfled  his  efibrts 
vonld  be  nnanoces^il ;  jet  he  shonld  have  tbe 
NWMdation  to  knov  that  he  had  attempted  to 
diKbarge  his  duty  to  his  constitnenta  and  to 
the  ooontry,  and  at  the  same  time  that  he  had 
obeyed  tbe  dictates  of  his  own  oonscienoe  in 
nbmitting  what  he  had  said. 

Hr.  TcoKER,  of  SoDtb  Carolina,  said  he  was 
in  bTor  of  doing  something  for  tbe  State  troops, 
mlBnteers,  and  militia.  These  men  had  ren- 
dered services  as  important,  had  eudnred  hard- 
thipt  ■*  great,  and  aaffered  privations  as  dis- 
treinng,  as  tbe  regular  soldiers.  The  time  was, 
during  the  revotntion,  that  every  thing  depend- 
ed upon  them;  they  were  subject  to  daily 
iliniis,  and  daily  calls  to  resist  the  devaaUting 
progress  of  the  enemy — they  met  these  oalU 
with  alacrity,  and  a  patriotism  inferior  to  none 
—exposed  their  lives  and  shed  tfaeir  blood  in 
dsfence  of  their  country's  freedom ;  and  were 
Uie7  now  t»  be  forgotten  I  Was  Congress  to 
legulale  for  the  benefit  of  the  regnlar  soldier 
oolyl  Those  in  the  regular  service  stipalated 
to  wrve  for  a  certain  sum,  and  most  of  them 
W  been  paid  agreeably  to  the  contract. 

It  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that  most  of 
ttiDse  in  tiie  South,  who  took  an  active  part  in 
tdibering  the  liberties  of  tbe  country,  belonged 
to  the  militia;  bat  it  made  no  difference  with 
bin  to  what  section  of  country  that  class  of 
toWere  belonged.  Thej  had  rendered  essen- 
^  terrices:  without  them  the  war  conid  not 
luTe  been  aacoearfnUy  carried  on,  and,  bnt  for 


tbdr  patriotic  exertions,  we  might  have  been 
at  this  day  groaning  under  the  yoke  of  a  for- 
eigo  despot.  They  had  never  received  their 
pay  in  any  thing  bat  a  depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency of  nominal  value.  Bat  few  of  them  now 
remain,  and  a  large  portion  of  theee  were  borne 
down  liy  age  and  infirmities,  and  lingering  ont 
a  miserable  existence  under  the  blighting  in- 
fluence of  a  oheerieaa  poverty.  Should  these 
men  now  be  told,  in  the  evening  of  their  days, 
that  they  were  less  patriotio,  that  their  services 
were  less  valuable,  and  they  less  deserving, 
than  the  regular  soldier*?  Snuh  on  invidious 
distinction  was  unfeeling  and  cruel.  Ur.  T. 
aaid,  we  owe  them  a  debt :  we  are  their  debt- 
ors, and  they  our  creditors.  Justice  demands 
that  we  shonld  pay  them.  By  our  acts  of  leg- 
islatioD,  we  had  mode  provision  for  a  claaa  of 
officers  and  soldiers,  to  which  claas  belong 
many  who  ore  in  easy  cironmstances,  [He  al- 
luded to  the  act  of  1888,  which  prorided  for 
all  those  who  enlisted  for  and  served  daring 
the  war,  without  referenoe  to  their  pecuniary 
situation.]  lie  oonld  see  no  ground  for  distino- 
tion,  nor  could  he  discover  any  good  reason  for 
paying  that  class  in  preference  to  the  militia. 
The  distinction,  he  said,  was  odious  and  un- 
just. It  evinced  a  partiality  on  the  part  of  the 
Covemment,  not  warranted  by  the  cironm- 
stances  of  the  case.  He  bod  never  been  the 
friend  of  the  pensioning  system ;  but  as  it  bad 


tice  shonld  be  awarded  to  all.  Wonld  any  gen- 
^eman  say  to  him  that  such  men  as  the  im> 
mortal  Sumter  and  Marion,  with  their  devoted 
compatriots,  were  less  worthy  or  less  deserving 
than  those  attached  to  tbe  regnlar  service  i 
Sontb  Carolina  held  them  in  the  most  gratefid 
remembrance^  Th^  venerated  names  shed 
a  lustre  of  ^ory  upon  that  State,  and  their  pa- 
triotic devotion  adorned  the  pages  of  American 
history.  Shall  we,  sud  he,  sufier  the  brave 
followers  of  these  brave  men  t«  pine  in  want 
and  die  in  poverty,  while  we  are  awarding  cor 
bounty  to  those  who  ore  not  more  deservingt 
Jnstlce  was  all  that  he  deured ;  and,  in  giTing 
his  vote  for  paying  the  mOltia,  he  considered 
that  he  should  act  in  strict  conformity  to  her 
requirements.  He  had  named  Sumter  and 
Marion — he  might  add,  Butler,  Williama,  Pick- 
ens, Hill,  and  a  host  of  others,  who  rendered 
services  unequalled  in  the  history  of  the  revolu- 
tion. Gould  any  American  read  the  record  of 
their  patriotic  deeds,  and  lay  bis  band  npon  his 
heart,  and  say  they  were  less  deserving  than 
those  for  whom  provision  bos  been  made?  Ue 
repeated  that  it  was  not  only  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  we  owed  to  these  men ;  bnt  we 
were  under  a  pecuniary  obligation  to  th«n, 
which  had  never  been  discharged.  As  tbe 
representativeB  of  honest  constituents,  willing 
to  discharge  their  honest  debts,  he  should  ven- 
ture to  give  bis  assent  to  paying  these  men. 

It  is  bet  a  few  days,  said  Mr.  T.,  since  we 
voted  a  large  amoont  as  a  donation  to  a  dia- 
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best  answer  the  parpose  of  deepADing  the  cbin- 
uela  of  said  river. 

Some  debate  arose,  in  irhich  Ur.  Ouara 
opposed  the  appropriation.  Uessra.  Vildi  and 
HoDuFFix  objected  to  insertiiia  it  in  the  pw- 
ant  bilL  which  was  intended  only  to  appro- 
priate for  objeote  already  anthoriied  bj  law; 
and  Ur.  Wiokldtb  defended  it. 

Hr.  YrsTOS  said  that  he  wonld  not,  it  tint 
late  hour,  giye  his  reasons  et  Ibtm  open  tlie 
proposed  amendment,  bat  he  wonld  it^  is  t 
few  words,  the^raandnpoiiwhidihetboq^it 
ought  to  he  adopted.  The  improvement  ^th« 
navigalion  of  the  Ohio  Biver  was,  in  trnth, 
nothing  more  than  an  estensloii  of  tbe  cuiti 
of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  TfaMe  two  Sutei 
were  inonrring  an  expense  of  ten  or  flfteOD  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  the  one  in  opening  a  oanal  from 
Philadelphis  to  Pittsburg,  and  theother,betwtai 
Lake  Ene  and  the  Ohio  Biver ;  thoi  opadng  > 
continued  commnnieation  fh)m  Philadelphia  lo 
New  Orleans  by  the  Pennsylvania  Canid,  ind 
tram  New  York  to  New  Orelana  throDgb  the 
Erie  and  Ohio  Oansl.  Owing  tocerttiDBhoalttn 
the  Ohio  Siver,  ita  navigation  was  almost  wholly 
BUHpended  for  abont  two  months  every  antmnn; 
and  that,  too,  at  the  very  best  season  ef  the 
year  for  bosiness  on  theee  canala.  The  km  of 
business  on  this  acoonnt  most  be  vety  pttL 
It  is  of  little  conseqnenoe  that  the  Ohio  Oaail 
enters  the  Ohio  Biver,  nnlees  the  prodaeeof  the 
interior  can  descend  to  New  Orleans,  or  olha 


tingolshed  individnal  of  this  conntry.  He  al' 
laded  to  Mr.  Monroe,  lat«  Preeident  of  the 
nnit«d  States,  Why  was  that  snm  voted  to 
him  !  Becanae  hia  fune  had  been  shed  abroad, 
and  the  splendor  of  the  ^  was  to  make  a 
flouish  in  the  world.  Will  this  Government 
be  generons  end  refiiB«to  be  jnstl  Bball  the 
poor  militia  man  be  denied  his  honest  dne,  and 
kept  ftom  his  scanty  pittance,  while  we  lavish 
onr  Oioosands  and  tens  of  thonsands  npon  those 
who  have  no  legal  claim  npon  nst  Let  the 
American  people  avoid  the  reproach  which 
such  a  course  of  legislation  wonld  bring  npon 
them.  Justice  was  eaually  dne  to  the  high, 
the  low,  the  rich,  and  tlie  poor;  and  so  long  as 
he  had  a  tongne  to  utter  tt  sentence,  ho  would 
advocate  this  principle. 

Ur.  T.  aaid  yon  have  expended  money  enongh 
in  your  imconstitntional  works  of  internal  im- 

Erovement — in  the  constmetion  of  your  big  and 
ttle  roads,  yonr  canals,  and  year  surveys,  to 
hare  pdd  those  poor  men  what  was  their  doe. 
Ja  your  anxiety  to  prosecnte  a  splendid  national 
scheme,  and  to  dazzle  the  world  with  the  glory 
of  a  great  American  system,  yon  have  forgotten 
the  debts  yon  owed,  and  the  suffering  of  those 
to  whom  Uiey  were  doe.  Pnrsne  this  policy  a 
little  longer — lavish  yonr  money  npoA  some 
who  are  not  entitled  to  it — withhold  it  from 
others  to  whom  it  is  dne,  and  squander  yonr 
treasure  according  to  the  policy  of  your  mis- 
named American  system,  and  yonr  lihertiee 
are  gone  forever. 

Hr.  Carsoit  was  against  the  bill  as  at  pres- 
ent advised,  (having  been  detained  from  the 
House  by  indisposition  yesterday,  daring  the 
discnssion,)  and  was  in  favor  of  the  commit- 
ment, to  ascertain,  as  near  as  practicable,  what 
it  wonld  cost. 

Ur.  Vbbpuhok  made  an  erplanation  in  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  statements  ol  Mr.  Trutakt, 
giving  it  as  his  opinion,  from  the  best  data  in 

Sossession  of  tbe  committee,  which  he  stated  in 
etui,  that  tbe  bill  wonld  require  an  additional 
expenditure  of  not  more  than  from  800,000  to 
$1,000,000,  and  this  rapidly  decreasing,  and 
soon,  in  the  conrse  of  nature,  to  be  entirely  dis- 
continued. He  condnded  with  moving  the 
previous  qnestion. 

The  motion  was  snstuned;  and  tbe  question 
beine  put  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  182,  nays  68. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  concnrrence. 

AppTCpriatum  Billt—Improyemtnt  cf  the  JlToe- 
ifation  o/the  Ohio  Riter, 
Ur.  WiCEUPFS  moved  an  amendment  to  vp- 
propriate  an  additional  sum  of  (160,000,  to  be 
expended,  under  the  direction  of  the  preeent 
snperintendent,  in  the  improvement  of  the  nav- 
wation  of  the  Ohio  Biver,  from  its  month  to 
Rttaburg,  in  removing  the  obstructions  in  the 
channels  at  the  shoal  places  and  ripples,  and  by 
the  erection  of  wing  dams,  or  such  other  means 
as,  in  the  opinion  of  said  superintendent,  will 


participating  to  any  considerable  extent  in  the 
trade  of  the  Western  country  at  that  seasoa  of 
the  year,  unless  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  i> 
opened  to  Fittsbnrg,  so  that  produce  may  as- 
cend and  merchandise  descend 'the  rivet,  oa 
their  way  to  and  from  Philadelphia.  The  nuk- 
ing of  these  canals,  which  will  now  be  Gnidked 
in  a  year  or  two,  renders  it  of  vast  importioce 
to  keep  the  navigation  of  that  river  slwaji 
open  while  business  can  be  done  upon  them. 
We  have  a  report  lying  npon  the  table,  show- 
ing that  the  shoals  in  tbe  river  can  be  deepened 
at  a  Tci^  moderate  expense.  The  improve- 
ment of  its  navigation  properly  belous  U>  tb« 
General  Qoremment.  And  he  hope£  consid- 
ering the  vast  expense  the  Slates  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio  were  iacnrring  in  openii^  av- 
ennes  of  trade  to  the  Ohio,  that  the  oompsra- 
tively  small  sum  of  $150,000  would  not  b« 
denied  in  tSA  of  their  great  efforts. 

Mr.  Dbnky  said,  as  I  come  from  the  border* 
ef  tbe  Ohio.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  this  snl^eot.  It  is  one  of  great  im- 
Mrtance  to  the  Western  country.  The  Ohi« 
Biver  may  with  great  propriety  be  oonadertd 
a  great  national  highway;  it  forms  the  boun- 
dary between  several  of  the  Statee;  it  ii)  the 
great  channel  of  their  commerce,  and,  to  soint 
portions,  the  only  outlet  for  their  trsde;  and, 
m  my  opinion,  is  as  deserving  of  the  attcatioD 
of  the  Qovernment  as  any  portion  of  the  ut- 
board.    Maoh  has  he«n  done  to  &(uUtate  our 
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DonuneroiBl  interooiine  along  the  Atlantia ; 
Utgo  gama  of  money  have  beeo  expended  for 
ioqiroveiDenU  in  the  baja,  clwiiaE  the  harbora, 
openiog  channels,  and  reinoTuig  obBtrootioos  to 
lUTigatioQ,  along  our  extensive  seacoast,  wher- 
ever the  tide  flows,  from  north  to  HODth.  But, 
BT,  it  seems  to  me,  that  some  gentlemen  are 
Mixed  with  a  kind  of  hydrophobia  so  aoon  as 
we  Usve  the  salt  and  propose  improvements  m 
the  frash  water  region.  I  am  willing  with 
them  to  vote  millions  for  the  improvement  and 
protection  of  onr  harbors  and  seaports,  because 
It  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  oommerce  of  oni 
ooontrj.  The  whole  Union  is  benefited  bf 
nch  expenditures,  becaase  the  whole  Union 
bu  an  interest  in  the  oommerce  of  every  port  \ 
and  oertainly  to  facilitate  our  internal  commer- 
cial communication,  particnlarly  among  the 
great  and  flooriahing  Western  States,  is  equally 
worthy  oar  attention,  in  a  national  pomt  of 
view,  I  can  perceive  no  difference  between 
this  oommeroe  and  oar  coasting  trade,  which 
eajof  a  ao  largely  the  favorable  consideration  of 
tlui  Oovemment. 

To  the  Western  States,  the  Ohio  is  the  most 
important  channel  of  their  intercoarse ;  and  it 
b  true,  as  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from 
Hnth  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Cabson,)  they  will  be  im- 
mediately benefited  by  the  proposed  appropri- 
ation. But,  sir,  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
frotu  \i»  improvement  ander  this  approptiotion 
will  not  be  tett  exclnuvely  ia  those  States ;  the 
whole  noUon  will  experience  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects in  the  additional  facilities  afforded  to 
cmnmerce ;  and  this  is  the  great  basis  apon 
which  the  advocates  of  internal  improvement 
rejt  their  cause.  Clearing  away  the  obstnio- 
tioDs  from  the  harbor  of  one  of  onr  towns  on 
the  Maooast,  is  for  the  immediate  benefit  of  the 
tcwD ;  it  gives  secarity  to  the  trade,  and  pro- 
motes ita  prosperity,  and  the  commerce  is  in- 
oetsed  and.  protected ;  the  work  is  not,  there- 
ion,  to  be  conudered  merely  a  local  matter. 
So,  lir,  commerce  is  a  national  ol^eot ;  we  all 
partidpate  in  its  beoefita,  and  have  an  interest 
m  its  prowerity. 

It  is  well  known  that,  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  with  a  mass  of  bosiness  before  ns, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  a  bill  tbrongh 
tills  HooBe  in  the  usnal  mode.  I  cannot  per- 
ceive onv  weight  iu  the  objections  made  to  this 
proposition  j  it  violates  no  role  of  this  House, 
what  principle  of  lesislaUoa  does  it  outrage  t 
Kooe,  sir.  I  tmst,  Uierefore,  that  the  amend- 
aeot  will  be  adopted. 

Ur.  DoDDBiDOB  also  made  a  few  remarks  in 
fiver  of  the  amendment ;  after  which  it  was 
igreed  to— yeas  79. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Lbtobbb,  an  appropriation 
ns  inserted  of  $16,000  for  making  a  road  in 


Fbidat,  February  18. 

Inlarid  PorU  nf  Entry. 

Hr.  OutBB£LESO,  from  the  Committee  on 


Commerce,  reported  a  bill  allowing  the  duties 
on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  litts- 
bnr^.  Wheeling,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St. 
Xioms,  Nashville,  and  Notchei,  to  be  secured 
and  paid  at  those  places ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  Mr.  0.  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  MoDuyFiB  opposed  the  motion,  because 
it  was  a  subject  which  belonged  to  the  revenue, 
and  ought  to  have  been  before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  It,  moreover,  was  a  novel 
principle — one  involving  a  great  eipenditure, 
m  the  nnmber  of  custora-houae  officers  which 
would  have  to  be  appointed ;  and  if  the  princi- 
ple were  adopted,  every  large  town  in  the 
Union  sitnated  on  a  river  womd  be  entitled  to 
the  some  privilege.  He  moved  the  reference 
of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Mr.  WiuKLivira  and  Mr.  Pbttib  defended  the 
bill  agunst  the  objections  urged,  and  argued  to 
show  its  necessity  to  the  convenience  of  the 
1^^  and  thriving  commercial  places  comprised 
ia  the  bill.  Before  the  question  was  taken,  the 
hour  elapsed, 

Tdudat,  Febmary  22. 
Foreign  Goint. 

Mr.  Whit«,  of  New  York,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  23d  December  "  to  in- 
Suire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  that 
oUarvoftbeKew  American  QovernmentB,  and 
five  franc  pieces,  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  the 
payment  of  all  debts  and  demands;  and,  also, 
whether  any  additional  regulations  are  neces- 
sary to  the  recoinage  of  foreign  silver  coin  at 
the  mint,"  made  a  long  and  detailed  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  relating  the  value  of 
foreign  silver  coins  within  the  United  States. 
The  bill  and  report  were  committed. 

Mr.  Whitk,  of  New  York,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the 
United  fitat«B,  also  made  a  long  and  detwled 
report  thereon,  accompanied  with  an  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill ;  which  report  and  bill 
were  also  committed. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Bcorabak,  three  thou- 
sand additional  copies  of  these  reports  were 
directed  to  be  prinUd  for  Uie  nse  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House. 

Intahent  DAton. 

The  House  then  took  np  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  Unil«d  States. 

Mr.  BcoHAJiAN  sdd,  that  when  the  Honse 
some  days  since,  npon  his  motion,  had  kindly 
consented  to  take  tjiis  bill  up  out  of  its  order, 
he  had  then  declared  he  shonld  occupy  bat  a 
very  short  time  in  its  discuswon.  He  sud  he 
would  now  redeem  that  plei^  \  and  as  time 
bad  become  still  more  precious,  and  the  close 
of  the  session  was  so  near  at  band,  he  would 
content  himself  with  a  very  brief  expoaition  of 
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the  DBtnre  of  the  bill.  Should  Kay  gentlemaii, 
however,  desire  a  fbrther  ezplBuatioa  apon  any 
poiat,  he  would  hold  himself  ready  to  ^ve  it. 

Thit  bill,  iaid  Mr.  B.,  contaioi  bnt  a  lingle 
principle.  It  merely  ensbleB  the  Beoretary  of 
the  Traaanry  to  compromlM  with  Each  delrton 
of  the  TTnited  States  aa  were  iHHolTeut  on  the 
Irt  d&y  of  January  last,  and  confers  upon  him 
the  same  power  of  reieaeing  those  debtors 
which  every  individDal  possesses.  AU  such 
debtors  of  the  United  States  are  embraced  with- 
in the  provisions  of  this  bill ;  eioept  the  princi- 
pals in  official  bonds,  and  those  who  have  so- 
taally  received  public  money,  and  not  paid  it 
over,  or  acoomited  for  it  according  to  law. 

At  present,  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
United  States  possesses  no  power,  in  any  case, 
no  matter  what  may  be  Uie  circnmstanoes,  to 
compromise  with  its  debtors,  and  BCcept  a  part 
of  the  demand  instead  of  the  whole.  The  man 
who  has  become  insolvent,  should  he  be  a  debtor 
of  the  United  States  in  a  sam  which  he  is  un- 
able to  pay,  is,  under  eiiattng  laws,  placed  in  a 
state  of  ttelpless  and  hopeless  despair.  His  in- 
dividnal  creditors,  convinced  of  his  hooeatj', 
may  be  willins  to  release  him ;  his  Mends  may 
be  willinK  to  famish  biro  the  means  of  recom- 
mencing business ;  but  this  is  all  in  vain,  whiEst 
the  debt  dne  the  United  SUtes  hangs  like  a 
millstone  around  his  neck.  From  this  there  is 
no  escape.  Justice,  relentless  Justice,  untem- 
pered  by  mercy,  is  now  our  only  mle  of  conduct 
towards  our  insolvent  debtors. 

Even  if  our  policy  were  purely  selfish,  and 
we  act«d  from  no  higher  motives  than  a  regard 
for  dollars  and  cents,  we  ought  to  pass  this  bill. 
From  the  examinations  which  I  have  made,  and 
the  information  I  have  collected  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  entertain  no  doubt  but  uiat  this  bill, 
should  it  become  a  law,  will  bring  at  least  one 
million  of  dollars  into  yonr  Treasury,  not  one 
cent  of  which  can  ever  find  its  wsy  there  nn- 
less  some  measure  of  this  natnre  shall  be  adopt- 
ed. There  are  now  in  this  country  many,  very 
many,  honest  and  enterprising  merchants,  who, 
although  they  have  become  insolvent,  retain 
the  bluest  character  among  tbeir  friends,  and 
in  the  society  of  which  tliey  are  members.  In 
a  great  number  of  instances  their  insolvency 
cannot  be  attributed  even  to  negligence  or  want 
of  skill,  but  has  been  wholly  the  effect  of  causes 
which  they  could  neither  foresee  nor  control. 
Some  instances  of  this  character  have  come  to 
my  knowledge,  which  would  be  well  calculated 
to  enlist  the  feelings  of  this  House  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  There  is  now  an  insolvent  merchant 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  whom  this  bill  would 
relieve,  who  has  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  between  three  and  four  millions  of 
dollars  in  duties.  His  insolvency  was,  ina  great 
d^ree,  I  think  I  might  say  solely,  occasioned 
by  the  passage  of  a  bill  through  the  Senate,  in 
1836,  to  reduce  the  duties  on  tea.  The  reputa- 
tion of  this  gentleman,  both  as  a  man  and  as  a 
merchant,  stands  as  high  as  it  ever  did  in  his 
most  prosperous  days ;  and  should  the  power 


be  conferred  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasn? 
to  compromise  with  him  for  the  debt  which  b> 
owes  the  Government,  his  friends  will  imme- 
diately famish  him  the  means  of  recommeao- 
ing  business.  Be  wilt  have  no  difficalty  in 
compromising  with  his  individual  crediton. 
This  is  bnt  one  instance  ont  of  many  of  a  Am- 
lar  oharaoter,  which  have  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Snffer  me  to  advert  to  another  ease  by  way 
of  illustration.  A  merchaot  in  the  city  (h  New 
York  has  become  insolvent.  He  is  indebted  U 
the  Government  in  a  very  large  sum  of  moaej, 
one  dollar  of  which  he  is  not  able  to  p^.  Tlie 
fother  of  this  merchant,  aniions  to  obtun*  re- 
lease for  his  son,  and  enable  him  again  to  go 
into  bnsinesB,  has  actnally  offered  to  transfer  to 
the  United  States  property  estimated  to  be 
worth  between  four  and  five  hundred  tbooMiid 
dollar^  provided  his  son  shall  bedisd»rgcd 
from  the  debt.  This  offer  could  not  be  aocept- 
ed  by  the  President  for  want  of  power;  and 
thus  the  United  Statee,  should  this  bill  be  nega- 
tived, will  lose,  in  a  single  case,  nearly  half  i 
million  of  dollars. 

There  are  many  similar  cases  in  which  (lia 
friends  and  the  relatives  of  insolvent  debUi* 
will  come  forward  and  enable  them  to  pij  the 
Government  a  part  of  its  debt,  in  conuoentiM 
of  obtuning  a  release  for  the  whole.  Ur.  B. 
sud  he  expressed  his  own  opinion  merelyvbeo 
he  stated  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  vonld 
bring  at  least  a  mlDion  of  dollars  uit«  tbe 
Treasury;  there  were  others,  with  beUtt 
means  of  Judging  than  himself,  who  believed 
the  sum  would  greatly  exoe«d  that  amoaDt. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  much  higher  motiTes 
than  those  of  a  peenniary  character  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  this  question.  Then  v* 
many  honest  Mid  enterprising  men  in  this  ctwn- 
try,  having  families  dependent  upon  their  eitf- 
tions,  who  will  be  lea  utterly  without  hot*, 
should  this  measure  be  defeated.  Ali  their 
creditors,  except  ourselves,  are  willing  to  (W' 
promise  with  them.  Shall  wethMi  continue  to 
be  inexorable !— shall  we  ^one  have  no  nietcr, 
even  although  mercy  be  onr  beet  policy  I— «i^' 
we,  merely  for  the  sake  of  opprosuog  (wr 
debtors,  deprive  ourselves  of  more  than  »  niu- 
lion  of  dollars  t 

By  the  passage  of  this  bill  yon  wiU  r«wrs 
many  of  our  best  dtiiens  to  usefahiesi-  *"" 
who  hare  long  been  prostrated  in  the  ao*  °3 
the  weight  of  debts  which  has  been  contmMUj 
pressing  upon  them,  will  agdn  spring  into  fr<»n 
and  vigorous  action  the  moment  this  presa«» 
is  removed.  Hundreds  and  thousands  are  M* 
looking  anxiously  towards  yon  for  relief  "^ 
regard  the  adoption  of  this  meaiore  as  tnef  ^W 
remaining  hope  on  this  side  of  the  p*yt^  ^A 
will  yon  not  afford  these  men  relief  I  WW  J 
yon  not  suffer  them  by  their  enterprise  snd  loi^ 
try  to  add  to  the  wealth  and  piwpe"y  °Ut, 
country  when  you  can  p-ant  them  this  mob, 
not  only  without  injury,  but  with  positive  oen 
fit  to  your  Tretsoryr      But  1  oust  w  wj«> 
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«nd  will  pnrsae  this  branch  of  the  Bobject  no 

fhrtber. 

The  bill  is  entirel;  retroapective  in  its  aur 
tore,  and  can  have  no  effect  upon  flitnre  cases  of 
iMolreney.  Ita  relief  will,  in  almost  every 
ease,  be  confined  to  men  who  are  now  noto- 
riondj  insolvent.  There  is,  tlierefore,  much 
Ibs  danmr  of  frsnd  upon  the  Ooverntiient,  than 
if  it  ipplied  to  fiitiire  eases.  Bat  this  oonaid- 
eratioa  has  not  prevented  the  Judiciary  Cora- 
miCtet  from  gnarding  the  bill  with  the  ntmost 


vantage  <^its  provisions.     In  the  perfc 

of  thii  tut,  they  have  been  much  assisted  by 
ibe  snegeslions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
tid,  Kr.  B.  said,  he  would  ventnra  to  assert, 
ibcre  wai  greater  danger  that  the  bill  instead 
rf  being  too  laz  was  too  rigorons  in  its  pro- 
tisioDB.  He  sud  he  would  not,  at  present,  re- 
mut  upon  any  of  its  details. 

Mr.  WoLUKS  briefiy  submitted  h!a  objections 
to  the  hin.  It  was  to  a  certain  extent  a  bank- 
nipt  bill,  and  moreover  placed  too  great  a  pow- 
H  in  Uie  handa  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
Be  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  cases  in  the 
fintingtaoce  to  Jadicial  investigation. 

lb.  JoHSBos',  of  Kentucky,  made  a  few  ear- 
nest remarks  in  enpportof  the  bill. 

Kr.  Watiti  combated  the  objections  of  Ur. 
Tnjjixa,  in  an  argument  of  some  length,  and 
tu^  with  xeal  the  policy  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HmmNOTON  add  he  had  risen  principally 
to  reply  to  an  objection  which  had  been  made 
lo  the  bill  by  his  friend  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  WiuiAjis.)  Before,  however,  adverting 
tetliia  objection,  he  wonld,  in  relation  to  the 
general  merits  of  the  maasnre  nnder  considera- 
titm,  Tonsrk,  tbat  l^e  considered  the  passage 
rf  the  bill  wonld  be  the  performance  of  an  act 
eqnitiblj,  if  not  in  Jnstice,  dne  to  the  pablio 
iebton  embraced  by  its  provisions,  while,  at 
tlie  eSme  time,  it  would  be  instrumental  in 
wssg  a  portion  of  the  debts  now  dne  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  paid,  which  would  otber- 
wiie  be  lost  to  the  Government.  This  would 
b«  obvlon^  when  the  House  shoold  consider, 
u  it  would,  that  many  of  the  poblic  debtors, 
both  prindpals  and  suretiesj  by  misfortune,  and 
fitim  causes  not  within  their  control,  have  be- 
eonie  entirely  insolvent ;  that  they  sustain  irre- 
prDtchable  characters  for  integrity  and  indns- 
Iry;  and  that  while  pressed  with  the  weight  of 
their  obligations  to  the  Government,  and  with- 
oit  the  means  of  removing  it,  they  are  alike 
'ritbont  the  ability  and  the  motive  necessary  to 
enable  or  indnce  them  again  to  commenoe  busi- 
ow.  So  long  as  an  anthority  to  compromise 
Tith  tham  is  withheld ;  so  long  as  their  persona 
*n  rabjected  to  imprisonment,  and  they  held 
Tc^wunble  for  the  debts  nntU  they  shall  have 
pud  them  in  fall,  and  this,  too,  when  tbey  have 
not  the  means  of  discharging  any  part  of  them 
—the  industry,  labor,  and  enterprise  of  this 
Taloable  class  of  onr  citizens  are  lost  to  the 


the  debtors,  without  any  corresponding  bene- 
fit to  the  Government,  this  bill  relieves  them. 
It  enables  them  to  obtain  the  assistance  of 
friends,  through  whose  kindness  and  generosity 
they  can  make  offers  of  compromise,  pay  their 
debts  in  part,  and  be  discharged  from  the  reai- 
dae;  and  thus,  while  the  Treasury  ia  benefited, 
the  individual  debtors  4re  enabled  once  more 
to  engage  in  the  businesa  of  tbe  world,  free 
from  the  pressure  of  debt,  and  stimalated  to 
active  exertion  by  the  consciousnesa  that  the 
frnits  of  their  industry  will  be  their  own.  The 
bill  has  been  drawn  np  with  great  care,  to  se- 
core  the  Oovemment  against  attempted  frand; 
and  if  it  be  obnozions  to  any  objection,  it  arises 
perhaps  from  what  might  be  thought  to  be  the 
severity  of  some  of  ita  provisions  upon  the  debt^ 
ors.  If,  however,  it  be  carried  into  execution 
in  the  spirit  of  its  variona  enactments,  aa  it  no 
doubt  will  be,  a  highly  meritorions  class  of  our 
citizens  will  be  raised  from  a  state  now  of 
hopeless  depression,  to  one  offering  indnce- 
ments  to  renewed  exertions  in  useful  employ- 
ments ;  and  a  portion  of  the  claims  against 
them,  which  are  now  of  no  value,  by  reason  of 
the  poverty  of  the  debtors,  will  be  paid  by  the 
liberality  of  their  Mends.  Thus  much,  Ur.  H. 
observed,  he  was  unwilling  to  omit  saying,  in 
regard  to  the  benefioial  consequences  which 
would  result,  both  to  the  debtors  and  to  the 
United  States,  shoold  the  bill  become  a  law. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Ur. 
Williams)  had  urged,  aa  an  objecUon  to  the 
bill,  (if  he  understood  him  correctly,)  that  the 
power  proposed  to  be  vested  in  the  Booretary 
of  the  Treasury  should  be  nven  to  the  oonrta 
of  the  United  States ;  and  tJiat  the  facta  to  be 
proved,  on  which  atone  relief  is  to  lie  granted, 
should  be  ascertained  through  the  intervention 
of  a  conrt  and  jury.  In  answer  to  this  objec- 
tion, Ur.  H.  said  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  why  all 
the  gecessary  facts  could  not  be  ascertained  by 


to  be 


linted  in  the  man- 


ner provided  by  the  bill,  with  as  much  security 
to  tne  Government  agunat  fraud,  as  by  any 
other  tribnnaL  They  wonld  be  equally  com- 
petent, vigilant,  and  trustworthy.  Their  pro- 
ceedings will  be  public,  and  their  means  of  de- 
tecting fraud  as  ample  as  can  be  devised ;  and 
the  House  would  perceive  that  the  power  to 
afford  the  relief  anthorized  by  the  bill  to  be 
given,  could  not  be  vested  in  any  court,  for  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  is  authorized  to  oom- 
promise  the  debts  of  the  applicants,  on  Huoh 
terms  as,  under  all  the  circumstances  attending 
each  particular  case,  he  may  deem  equitable  to 
the  debtor  and  jnst  to  the  Government.  Neither 
a  court  of  law  nor  of  equity  could  execute  such 
a  discretionary  power.  It  must  be  vested  in 
some  executive  ofBcer,  and  in  no  one  with  as 
much  propriety  aa  in  the  officer  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department.  Ur.  H.  said  be 
would  conclude  by  expressing  the  hope  that  a 
bill  which  had  in  view  the  twofold  object  of 
awarding  both  Justice  and  equity  to  on  unfor- 
twiate  and  meritorions  class  of  publto  debtors, 
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and  of  enabling  the  QoTernmeat  to  realue  ft 

Krtjon  of  debts  due  to  it,  now  wholly  nneol- 
table,  wonld  reoeire  the  sopport  of  eret7 
member  of  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Stdbbb,  of  New  York,  alw  replied  to  Mr. 
W1LUAU8,  BDd  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  Satitsm  moved  to  limit  the  operation  of 
the  bill  to  two  years ;  bat,  at  the  aaggestion  of 
Mr.  Gllswobth,  who  doobted  whether  ell  the 
OBseg  would  be  closed  within,  that  time,  the 
motion  was  raried  to  three  jeara,  and  thus  was 

An  appropriation  of  $8,000,  to  ietny  the  ex- 
penses of  the  act,  was  inserted,  on  motion  of 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Shin^t  ArabiaitSontt. 
The  fbllowing  Ifessage  was  reoeired  from 
the  Presideot  of  the  United  States: 

Srii  tht  Congntt  of  tht  Vnited  Stattt : 

I  gnbmit  herewith  to  Congma  ■  letter  from  Ur. 
Bhind,  aUting  the  drcumitancei  imder  which  he 
received  the  four  Arabiui  horaeB  that  were  bnniKht 
bj  him  to  the  United  Stales  firom  Turke;.  l%ii  let- 
ter will  enable  Congren  to  dedde  what  ought  to  be 
done  with  them. 

AiniBEW  JACESOK. 

The  foQowbg  is  a  copy  of  Ur.  Khind'a  letter. 
W>sHinoToir,  Dee.  10,  I8S0. 

Sii :  I  think  it  jvoper  to  lUte  the  circomMaDees 
noder  which  I  became  poosesied  of  the  Arablao 
bones  landed  IVom  the  renel  in  which  I  reached  [he 
Dieted  Suiea  from  Turkej. 

Finding,  during  107  residence  nt  Constantinople, 
that  oar  Turkish  friends  were  fkr  bahiod  na  in  min; 
improTementa,  I  enggested  to  the  Hiniiters  seTera] 
wluch  were  of  great  use  to  them ;  and,  after  closing 
the  buiinesa  of  the  negotiation,  much  of  my  time 

>"t 
in  J  inquiries 

.     ...  .^  —    _,.__.,  ^  »U  of  which  I 

afforded  the  beat  explanation  in  my  power. 

It  being  customary  at  Chat  court  for  the  person 
who  negotiates  a  treaty  to  lemsin  there  until  the 
ratifications  are  exchanged,  or,by express  asaentof 
the  Porte,  to  leave  a  person  io  bis  place,  I  was, 
therefore,  under  the  necenty  of  appointing  Hr.Na- 
Toni  to  that  station,  and  presented  him  in  that  £«• 
padtT  to  the  Beis  Effendi. 

I  shortly  thereafter  took  final  leave  of  the  Turkish 
Ministers. 

Finding  that  no  vessel  would  leave  Tnrlcey  for  the 
United  Stales  prior  to  the  Ist  of  September,  I  detei~ 
mined,  instead  of  remaining  idle  at  Constantinople, 
to  proceed  to  Odessa,  a  voyage  of  three  days,  and 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  there  for  the  re- 
ception of  OUT  vessels ;  having  accomplished  this,  I 
returned  to  Constantinople  on  my  way  to  Smyrna, 
where  I  wsa  to  embark. 

On  reaching  the  capital,  I  liad  several  interviews 
and  com  manicitions  with  my  former  Turkish  fiienda, 
and  suggested  other  improvements  in  their  sjatem, 
very  gratifying  to  them. 

Being  informed  by  Uie  Sell  Effendi  that  permit 


Arabian  horses,  and  oonceiving  tb 
be  a  jpeiaonal  oltject  to  mnel^  it  wouiu  uw  h  s 
benefit  to  oar  countty,  if  I  succeeded  in  eonnjiij; 
ODC  to  the  United  States,  I  vimled  tbe  stndi  of  muj 
of  the  nob3ity,  in  order  to  aelect  some,  and  wu 
on  the  eve  of  closing  for  the  porduse  of  Iwo,  when, 
the  drcamstance  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  ike 
SultsD,  he,  on  the  Slat  of  August,  directed  feu 
horsea  to  be  sent  me  in  his  name.  Althongh  tUi 
was  evidently  not  intended  as  a  presenl  to  me  in  nj 
official  capacity,  sinc«  tbe  Uinisters  were  awtte  I 
could  not  accept  them  as  such,  stJD  the  gift  *1B 
one  thatcoald  not  be  returned  without  giving  olbm. 
Being  well  informed  that  to  refuse  tbem  would  be 
considered  an  insnit  to  the  fioltan,  and  would  docbt- 
leis  be  attended  with  iojory  to  the  Intcresli  of  tbe 
United  States,  Ur.  Navoni,  as  well  as  others,  sanred 
me  that  I  must  take  them  away  from  Conslanliiio- 
ple,  if  J  should  cut  their  throats  and  throw  them  am- 
board  the  next  day.  I  was  consequently  otdind  to 
take  them  and  relinqui^  the  purchase  of  iSoaa  I 


hadselected.    I  bnmediat«lyhadthe  fourhonetsfr 
praised,  by  competent  judges,  on  the  spot,  ind  look 
with  me  to  Smyrna. 


Having  DO  l^da'of  the  United  Sutes,  Of 
means  of  raising  them,  to  pay  for  their  expensisud 
passage  to  America,  1  shipped  them  as  s  cmsbh- 
cia]  adventure,  in  tbe  name  of,  and  for  aceoiuil  it, 
the  owners  of  tbe  vessel  in  which  tbey  cam<,an4 
from  whom  I  had  secared  an  individual  crsdjl  OS 
London  previoua  t«  leaving  tbe  United  SisUs.  Tt» 
horses  are  conaeqoently  in  their  possession ;  bat,  if 
the  United  States  havs  a  cbum  for  their  valiw,  I  pR- 
sume  those  gentlemen  will  pay  It  over,  sboald  Ihej 
Belt  for  more  than  the  expenses  attending  Ibcm, 
which,  of  coarse,  are  very  considerable. 

So  far  aa  regards  myself,  I  am  ready  lo  tnmffr 
to  the  United  Slates  sny  right,  title,  or  Inteitst  1 
may  have  in  them  should  It  be  required. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  ^oar 
obedient  servant,  CHA8.  BBIND. 

To  tht  PreiiJmt  0/  tJkt  Unittd  Blattl. 

The  sabjeot  was  referred  to  tLe  CommittM 
1  Foreign  AfEun. 


UosDAT,  Febroarr  38. 

Jkath  of  Sttmtcr  Noble. 

„-  ..  _  received  from  the  Seaste  ^ 

their  Secretary,  notifying  this  House  tb«  U» 
honorable  Juua  Noble,  a  Senator  of  tM 
United  SUtes  from  the  State  of  Indiaoa,  died 
at  his  lodgings  in  this  city  on  the  STth  instant 
and  that  his  Imneral  will  take  place  this  ds;  il 
half  past  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  ■Wherenpon, 
Mr.  T)wr  moved  the  following  resolonon, 

BaolBad,  That  the  members  of  Ihia  Honasvilla'- 
tend  the  funeral  of  the  honorable  JaHBKasLi.ui' 
a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Ioa'«* 
this  day,  at  the  hour  appointed ;  and  M  a  M^unW 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deoei"'^' '^ 
wlU  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  sfspe  rouwl  »• 
left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

This  resolution  was  agred  to  nnsnimonri/. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VanoB,  it  via  then 
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Onlcnd,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the 
fonanl  of  the  late  Senator  Nobli,  the  Houm  nill 
take  a  ne«m  nnta  tfarve  o'cloak,  P.  M. 

TuiSDAT,  Uarch  I. 

Battinon  atid  WaMiigtcn  Sailraad  Sill, 

The  hill  from  the  Senate  antborizing  the 

Biltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Oompany  to  ei- 

tend  a  lateral  railroad  from  Baltimore  to  Wash- 

ingtoD,  It^ther  with  oertaio.  amendmentB  there- 

^belag  taken  ap, 
It,  l^DDBiDec,  Ohairman  of  the  Committee 
lot  the  Diatriot  of  Oolnmbia,  moved  that  the 
Baaaa  eoatauc  in  th«  amendments  of  the  Ben- 
He. 

Mr.  Snona,  of  IfaryUnd,  moved  to  reoom- 
But  tb«  bill  to  the  Committee  for  the  Diitriet. 

Mr.  DovABD  opposed  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit with  great  eamestnoBS.  He  was  confident 
tliat  the  amendments  need  only  to  be  road,  to 
htve  their  propriety  at  once  perceived.  They 
bad  been  printed ;  aod  if  the  gentlemen  had 
not  read  them,  it  was  their  own  faolt.  One  of 
Uh)  amendmants  vrent  to  reserve  the  right  of 
CoDgram  to  pass  laws  hereafter  for  the  opening 
(f  braoDh  roads,  and  to  regnlate  the  speed  of 
can.  The  other,  which  had  been  inaerted  at 
the  ioitanoe  of  the  representation  of  the  Dis- 
trict, went  to  limit  the  termination  of  the  road 
vithin  the  District,  to  some  point  between  the 
Mpitol  and  SoYenth  street— instead  of  carrying 
it  to  the  President's  honse  or  Rock  Oraak,  If 
iDf  objection  were  made  to  this,  it  was  to  be 
Mpecled  from  the  corporation  of  Washington. 
Bat  both  the  boards  constituting  that  body  had 
prated  for  this  restriotion ;  and,  if  they  con- 
tented to  it,  who  conid  Justly  oppose  it  i  Mr. 
H.  sipreMed  s  fear  that  if  the  bill  sboold  be 
now  recommitted,  it  wonld  never  regun  its 
plaes  on  the  calendar.  He  explained  what  bad 
l<etn  done  by  the  L«^slatnre  of  Maryland  on 
this  gnbject  They  had  granted  to  the  oom- 
CMay  liberty  to  make  the  road  as  far  as  the 
I>i9trict  line,  on  condition  that  it  shoold  be 
codmenced  within  one  year.  If  the  present 
bill  aboQld  be  r^ected,  or  lost  by  delay,  the  com- 
paiT  would  bo  left  in  an  embarrassed  situation. 

Ine  question  being  then  pnt  on  concorriog 
with  the  Senate  in  their  amendments  to  the 
biU,  it  was  earned  by  a  large  m^ority. 

TIm  TuriuhMMon. 

The  next  amendment  in  order  was  the  appro- 
priitian  of  tlG,000,  as  compensation  to  the 
ranmissionerB  who  negotisted  the  Inte  treaty 
«ith  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  bad  recommended  to  strike 
cot  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  which  pro- 
^)d«d  for  this  item,  with  a  proviso  going  to 
^jqirove  of  the  appointment  of  the  oomroie- 
Boners  daring  a  receas  of  the  Senato. 

Ur.  Vkbplanok,  Ohairman  of  the  Committee 
nf  Vaya  and  Ueaos,  explained  the  gronnds  on 
*1uch  that  committee  had  reoommended  to 
■trike  ont  this  Item  from  the  amendments  of 


the  Senat«.  Of  the  exact  character  of  the  per- 
sons to  be  eompensat«d,  he  would  not  speoli,  as 
there  was  no  distinct  evidence  on  that  ant^eot 
before  the  House ;  whether  they  were  to  be 
understood  as  aoting  nnder  a  special  commis- 
sion as  the  persODfll  agents  of  the  President,  or 
whether  they  were  to  be  considered  as  ohars^ 
des  affaires,  there  was  no  evidence  on  which 
to  decide.  The  subject  was  known  to  have  ez* 
cited  great  warmth  elsewhere ;  uid  the  oom- 
mittoe,  conridering  the  very  inacourato  infor- 
mation submitted  to  them,  and  believing  that 
the  great  question  entered  into  by  the  proviso 
was  likely,  especially  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session,  to  delay,  aod  possibly  endanger,  the  bill, 
and  thereby  iqjarioosly  to  affect  other  great 
interests,  had  been  nnanimons  in  recommend- 
ing that  the  whole  amendment,  as  well  the  ap- 
propriation as  the  proviso  aocompanying  it 
should  be  stricken  out.  The  parties  concerned 
would,  he  presumed,  be  paid  either  from  the 
contingent  fund,  or  from  the  secret  service  fund ; 
bnt^  if  not  paid  at  this  time,  they  must  take 
their  chance  of  being  provided  for  by  the  next 
Ooogress.  The  committee  considered  it  an  act 
of  public  doty  to  report  agmnxt  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Waynx  found  one  difficulty  in  agreeing 
to  the  propoBBl  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ana 
Means.  If  this  appropriation  should  be  sbicken 
ont,  there  was  no  fund  to  which  the  individnals 
concerned  conld  look  for  payment.  They  had 
rendered  important  servioea;  they  had  been 
the  agents  in  the  highest  act  which  one  de- 

Birtment  of  the  Oovemment  conld  perform, 
e  felt  the  force  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Vmpt^Hca,)  and 
he  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  construned  to  ao- 
quiesoe  in  them;  but  the  Honse  must  make 
some  certain  provision  for  men  who  had  per- 
formed an  important  public  service.  Was  there 
no  other  part  of  the  bill  to  which  an  additional 
appropriation  might  be  appended,  by  which  the 
object  could  be  secured  1  In  the  estimate  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse, 
there  was  one  item  of  (26,000.  There  was  no 
proposal  to  strike  that  out;  and,  with  a  view 
to  avoid  debate,  he  would  propose  to  amend  the 
present  amendment,  by  adding  to  that  clause 
the  words  "  and  (16,000,  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expense  of  foreign  intercourse,  heretofore 
incurred."  .  The  Ohair  decided  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  amend  an  amendment  recommended 
by  Uie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  IxasBSOLL  said,  the  gentleman  could 
easily  arrive  at  his  object,  by  allowing  a  vote 
first  to  be  token  on  the  present  amendment.  If 
these  commissioners  were  to  be  pdd  at  all,  it 
shoijd  be  out  of  the  secret  service  fund.  They 
had  been  appointed  by  the  President,  nnder 
that  power  of  the  Executive  which  gives 
him  control  over  this  fund,  and,  if  so,  they 
ought  to  be  paid  in  that  way.  Mr.  I.  said  he 
thought  he  perceived  where  the  difliculty  of 
the  gentleman  lay ;  the  gentieman  was  appro- 
hensive  that  the  secret  service  fund  hod  been 
eibaosted.    How  that  may  be,  Mr  L  said,  he 
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did  not  know ;  the  gentlemaii  so  doabt  knei 
better  than  be  did.  All  that  he  oould  e&y  vu, 
Out  he  thought  the  House  ought  to  take  a 
qneation  on  the  point  now  before  it,  and  there- 
by settle  the  question  of  the  dispnted  power  of 
the  Ezeeutive. 

Mr.  Stobks,  of  New  York,  nrofessed  not  to 
nuderstand  the  debate.  He  did  not  know  what 
gentlemen  meant  when  thej  talked  aboat  the 
secret  serrice  fund  being  exhausted ;  he  was 
completely  in  the  dark.  His  collea^e,  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Ver- 
PLiBOK,)  told  the  Hooee  that  that  committee  had 
no  intbrmatioD — another  gentleman  told  them 
that  the  oommis^onera  had  been  appointed  by 
somebody,  and  that  some  proviaiona  would  be 
made  for  them  by  somebody,  nobo<!y  knei 
who.  For  himself^  he  was  not  in  the  secreta  c 
the  cabinet ;  neither  was  the  Hooae  in  those 
secrets.  If  SJiy  pnblia  Ministers  or  charges 
were  to  be  proTided  for,  let  the  GoTcrnment 
send  the  House  some  information — let  it  send 
the  treaties  that  hod  been  made — let  it  tell  the 
Hoose  who  the  commissioners  are.  For  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  find  such  persons  ennmer- 
alod  among  onr  diplomatic  agents.  The  Honse 
was  asked  to  act  in  the  da« — somebody  said 
tbey  wanted  money,  bat  the  Oovemment  had 
not  oondesoended  to  tell  the  people  of  the 
United  States  what  it  was  wanted  for.  The 
Hoose  had  received  no  estimate,  no  report ; 
the  Govemmect  gave  itnoinformation  bat  this 
— that  it  wanted  money.  The  Honse  bad 
facta  to  so  upon,  and  he  therefore  hoped  it 
would  stnke  out  the  whole  appropriation.  "" 
item  of  $25,000  for  contingent  expenses  wai 
tended  for  some  other  purpose,  he  did 
know  what ;  he  hoped  that  would  be  stricken 
ont,  too,  nnloss  some  further  information  was 
given.  When  he  Toted  away  money,  he  liked 
to  do  it  nnderatandingly.  Thia  snm  was 
for  the  ordinary  contingent  fund ;  if  it  wa 
be  spent  in  presents  to  the  Grand  Tnrk,  he 
^OQJd  like  to  know  the  fact.  He  wished  to 
know  what  he  was  doing.  Were  these  $26,000 
to  be  paid  for  gold  snnff-boies,  diamond-headed 
da^era,  horsea,  nms,  or  what  was  it  for ) 

Mr.  Vebplakok  asked  his  colleagae,  (Mr 
SroBsa,)  whether  the  object  of  bis  inquiry  wa 
to  obtain  a  list  of  the  special  contingent  ez 
pensesof  theTurkishlegation.  The,  present  sum 
of  $15,000  was  proposed  to  be  added  toUiesom 
of  (25,000,  provided  for  general  contingent  ex- 
penses. It  was  not  usual  to  lay  the  particulars 
of  foreign  intercoarse  directly  or  indirectly  be- 
fore the  Hooae. 

Ur.  'W  ATNs  asked  ^nllemen  to  state  whether, 
if  this  article  was  stncken  out,  certain  persons 
who  had  rendered  public  service  wonid  not  be 
left  t^  take  their  chance  far  being  paid  before 
next  Congress ;  and  he  again  asked  whether 
there  was  not  any  other  part  of  the  bill  on 
which  an  amendment  conld  be  grafted  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  agents,  the  valne  of  whose 
iinbtic  services  had  teen  acknowledged  by  the 
highest  act  which  any  Oovemmeut  conld  per- 


[HucH,lS9l. 

form,  viz.,  the  ratifleatJon  of  the  treaty  which 
they  bad  made. 

Mr.  MoDcTFix  observed  that  the  qnestioa 
now  was  only  as  to  one  portion  of  the  Semte'i 
amendment — to  the  remainder  the  geatlemiD 
m^ht  add  what  he  pleased. 

Mr.  BimoES  observed  that  he  could  not  ue 
why  persons  who  had  been  in  tiie  service  a( 
the  country  should  not  be  pidd.  "Why  oofdit 
the  appropriation  to  be  stricken  oott  Ud 
gentlemen  intend  that  the  agents  of  the  Ger- 
emment  should  not  be  paid !  Why  not  paidi 
Had  tliey  rendered  no  service  ?  or  was  tb«  ser- 
vice which  tbey  had  rendered  illegal  t  If  they 
had  not  rendered  any  service,  how  came  thu 
clause  in  the  bill,  if  the  service  iiad  been  ren- 
dered in  an  Ulegai  or  nnconetitatioDal  manner  I 
Yet,  BO  far  as  the  coontry  was  bomid  in  equity, 
why  should  not  this  Bonse  say,  with  the  Sen- 
ate, this  does  not  Jnstifyns  in  withholding  their 
pay  I  Why  was  uie  clause  to  be  strioken  ontl 
Was  any  gentleman  prepared  to  saytliitthe 
President  had  the  right,  nithont  consulting  the 
Senate,  to  send  abroad  envoys  to  nepitisle 
treaties,  unless  nnder  the  pressing  exigecciea  of 
war !  Can  he  consummate  this  act  without 
consulting  the  Senate  t  Are  we  going  to  esj 
that  the  President  may  not  only  fill  a  vacancj 
which  occurs  during  tha  rece>sB  of  the  Sesite, 
but  that  he  may,  withoat  the  Senate,  originsle 
any  mission  he  pleases  1  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no 
doabt  that  the  Presideat  oonld  send  out  tn 
agent  for  the  pnrpose  of  examining  the  state  of 
our  relations  with  a  foreign  power,  bw  thii 
must  be  done  secretly.  Sncn  agents  aever 
were  aocr^ited.  The  President  might,  in  Ihia 
manner,  discover  by  what  means  our  relatiooi 
with  a  foreign  power  might  be  improved;  but 
he  might  not  appoint  and  send  abroad  high 
public  envoys  witoont  first  eonsnlting  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  B.  called  npon  all  who  hevd  hia  to 
say  whether  they  were  prepared  to  ssnction 
such  a  power  in  the  President  of  the  Dnitrf 
States.  He  trasted  there  were  none.  Did  the 
House  then  intend  to  deprive  tbeoe  agents  of 
their  pay  t  Were  they  to  be  left  to  chance  f« 
their  remuneration  t  Would  the  Honte  indnlge 
a  disposition  to  employ  services  when  thej 
were  needed,  and  then  leave  the  Bemtnti  to 
get  their  pay  how  they  conldt  No,  sir,  stud 
Mr.  B. ;  the  laborer's  wagea  shall  never  eleep 
with  me.  I  tmst  there  ie  no  man  here  who 
will  vote  to  put  these  agents  off  to  another 
Congress.  Mr.  Ehind  was  onr  consul  to  Odes- 
sa—be is  known  to  be  poor,  and  to  pMews 
nothing  bot  what  the  Government  pvee  bio. 
He  beheved  himself  to  be  employed  oy  s  com- 

Ktcnt  power — let  ns  pay  him  for  the  Mrricta 
performed— but  let  ns,  at  the  same  lini^ 
take  care  to  say  that  the  power  which  employed 
him  was  not  competent. 

Mr.  MoDnFFiK  said  that  the  Commlttw  of 
Waya  and  Means  had  no  intention  of  being  oa- 
deratood  as  saying  that  these  a^nts  wen  not 
entitled  to  oompensation  for  their  serrice*— the 
committee  were  munimona  in  the  contrtrr 
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opinion ;  bat  tbey  had  ^ed  in  accomprubing 
tne  object  the;  had  id  view  in  reoommending 
thcit  tiuH  item  be  strioken  ont,  which  was  to 
avoid  debate.  They  dedred  to  present  the 
qnestioD  in  sncb  a  way  as  might  coodliaM  all. 
He  agreed  that  the  umpla  atriking  out  of  thia 
appropriatioo  might,  at  fint  view,  appear  like 
the  ezprea^on  of  an  opinion  that  the  individuaU 
io  qaestioa  %re  not  entitled  to  oompeuaatioti ; 
bat  Bucb  was  not  his  opinion,  nor  tiist  of  the 
committee.  They  we're,  doubtleaa,  entitled  to 
compensation ;  and  if  the  House  could  provide 
afiud  oat  of  which  the;  might  be  paid,  he  should 
be  glad.  He  had  no  wish  to  appear  as  if  avoid- 
ing a  Tote  on  the  principle  contained  in  the 
Senate's  amendment,  bnt  he  did  wish  to  avoid 
discnaaion.  His  opinion  was,  and  he  presamed 
there  were  few  but  would  agree  with  him,  that 
the  Prasident  did  not  possess  power  to  appoiot 
Unieters  plenipotentiar;  dnring  a  recess  of  the 
Senate,  without  nominaUng  them  to  the  Senate 
u  its  next  snooeeding  session.  Bnt,  if  be  was 
compelled  to  vote,  he  should  not  hesitate  to  sav 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  ^ve  a  vote  which 
might  be  coostraed  into  a  censure  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  what  he  had  done.  He  was  sr^isGed 
that  the  afffur  had  happened  tbrongh 
~~~night,  witbont  an;  baa  intent     The  Senate 


had  denned  it 


>  vindicate  i 


power,  b;  inserting  the  proviso.  The  House 
bid  no  such  object  and  no  anch  obligation. 
Tbe  Senate  had  now  done  what  the;  desired, 
tad  what  the;  had  a  perfect  risht  to  do,  and  he 
famed  that  further  debate  would  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Elxswobth  observed  that  the  House  w 
snv  brought  back  to  tbe  question  which  had 
been  atsted  b;  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  (ICr.  Bubobb.)  Oertain  public  agents 
had  pierformed  important  services ;  the;  bad 
the  furest  claim  to  oe  indemnified,  and  Indem- 
nified at  this  time ;  and,  ontess  the  House  in- 
tadtd  to  compensate  them  in  some  other  mode, 
the;T)ngbt  not  to  strike  ont  this  appropriation. 
If  gentlemen  did  not  like  the  proviso,  let  them 
<tHke  it  ont;  bnt  the  claim  to  oompensati" 
vaa  certunl;  jnat  and  fair,  and  he  conld  nei 
consent  to  strike  out  a  just  appropriation  be- 
came of  the  proviso  that  was  attached  to  it, 

Ur.  DuLTTOit  said  that  he  deprecated  argn- 
neat  as  mnch  as  an;  gentleman,  and  he  abould 
tuke  none,  nolesa  he  felt  bonad  in  dnt;  to  do 
■o—he  shonM  not  vote  for  striking  ont  the 
(Juue,  even  if  he  thought  that  the  appoint- 
■MDt  of  the  commissioners  was  illegal  or  nn- 
coostitntional.  But  he  thought  it  was  the  ex- 
crdu  of  a  constitational  power,  bo  far  as  an; 
(oattmcUon  of  the  constitution  eonld  derive 
foTM  firom  precedent.  This  was  supported  by 
xnmerans  examples.  He  was  not  for  striking 
<Kt  the  proviso.  He  cosadered  these  agents 
u  entitled  to  salaries.  There  was  a  fond  ont 
of  which  tbey  might  be  paid,  and  [here  was 
■■ot  tbe  smallest  ottjection  to  the  amendment 

Mr.  HoDimiE,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Eluwobtb, 
obterved,  that  if  that  gentleman's  vote  to  strike 
ont  thii  clause  depended  on  tb«  Honse  provid- 


ing some  other  mode  of  compensation,  his  ^ffl- 
cult;  might  ea-Bilj  be  removed ;  for  as  soon  aa 
tbe  Honse  should  Tote  to  strike  ont  this  amend- 
ment, thegentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Wayni) 
would  introduce  another  clause  to  cover  the 
same  object.  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
agreeing  with  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  their  proposed  amendment,  going  to 
strike  out  tbe  amendment  of  tbe  Senate,  and  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SroHHfl,  of  Kew  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  b;  strik- 
ing ont  the  (26,000  for  the  contingent  eipensea 
of  the  mission,  and  snbstituting  $5,000,  Mr.  8. 
said  that  this  |26,000,  was  intended  to  provide 
the  tribnte  customarily  given  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  as  be  understood  it  TheoldQovem- 
menta  of  Europe  ma;  feel  it  their  interest  to 
proonre,  by  these  means,  tbe  friendship  of  the 
Sublime  Porte.  Turkey  lays  under  tribute 
ever;  nation  with  which  she  has  intercourse, 
by  her  polio;  of  requiring  presents.  He  asked 
if  it  was  proper  for  us,  while  keeping  up  friend- 
1;  relations  with  Knssia,  without  an;  Minister 
at  St  Petersburg,  to  acquiesce  iu  this  conree. 
He  considered  it  unsound  policy,  after  keeping 
ourselves,  far  half  a  century,  without  associat- 
ing with  tbe  politicians  at  Constantinople,  to 
send  a  oharg^,  when  a  consul  would  be  as  effi- 
cient to  secure  onr  mterests.  He  stated  that  in 
sending  a  ohargS  we  shall  onl;  make  our  coun- 
try appear  ridiculous,  because,  while  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  other  courts  are  admitted  to  the 
"  brightness  of  the  sublime  presenoe,"onr  charge 
will  be  compelled  to  stand  at  the  door  amona 
the  servants  and  understrappers,  and  tfiua  would 
the  ra^es^  of  tbe  American  peuple  be  repre- 
sented. He  took  a  view  of  the  accumulating 
expenses  of  the  diplomatic  corps  since  the  pres- 
ent Administration  came  into  power,  and 
asked  if  this  waa  a  redemption  of  the  pledges 
given  by  them  before  they  were  in  office.  We 
are  called  ou  to  send  a  chat^  to  disgrace  tbe 
American  people  before  all  Enrope,  and  to  pay 
$26,000  out  of  our  Treasury  for  this  privilege. 
There  has  been  no  information  communicated 
to  this  Honse  to  call  for  this  appropriation ;  and 
he  would  not  consent  to  make  any  appropriation, 
without  snffioieut  knowledge  communicated  in 
a  proper  manner.  He  bad  beard  much  of  this 
treaty  out  of  doors.  He  bad  heard  that  parts 
of  it  are  very  exceptionable ;  and  it  was  m- 
mored  that  it  had  not  been  ratified.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  President,  in  his  opening  Mes- 
sage, of  a  liberal  treaty  with  Turkey.  He  did 
not  understand  the  term.  Was  it  not  a  recip- 
rocal treaty  t  He  had  heard  that  Cqitain 
Biddle  had  written  a  long  letter  reprobatiuR 
<  parts  of  the  treaty.  He  had  also  heard 
of  Mr,  Rhind  and  his  acts.  Bnt  he  desired  that 
the  treaty  should  be  communicated  to  tbe  House 
before  the  appropriation  is  given.  He  thought 
it  necessary  that  we  should  know  for  what  we 

called  on  to  Rive  this  money. 

It.  Carboh'  said  it  always  gave  him  plaaanre 
to  listen  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork,  who 
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had  Jiut  taken  bts  seat,  beoanae  of  the  abUit; 
whiob  he  ftlwa^B  mtaifuted.  It  'was  matter  of 
dMp  regret  that  talents  of  ao  hiKh  an  order 
■hoold  Iw  eiiliBt«d  on  the  wroog  doe.  Bnt,  on 
the  present  oocadioo,  Hr.  0.  was  constrained  to 
oonfesB  tbat  he  never  heard  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  make  a  speech  on  that  floor  which 
he  himself  seemed  less  to  feeL  The  honorable 
gentleman  had  set  oat  with  telling  the  House 
that  be  was  perfectly  in  the  dark ;  tliat  be  coold 
not  at  all  anderstand  the  debate;  bnt  what  a 
development  had  the  House  witnessed,  and  on 
what  authority  hod  it  been  made?  The  first 
thing  the  gentleman  bad  discovered  was  the 
eatabliifament  of  a  new  misuon,  which  was  to 
cost  the  coontrj  God  knows  how  mnch.  Each 
new  JCinister,  it  seemed,  was  to  be  ftmisbed 
with  new  snoa-bozes  and  every  sabueqaent  Ood- 
gress  was  to  be  boond  to  make  new  and  farther 
appropriationa.  The  Ifinisters,  too,  were  to 
make  themselTes  ridicnloas,  by  appearing  in  an 
inferior  grade ;  and  the  gentleman's  motion 
woald  go  to  render  them  etill  more  ridicnloas. 
The  President  had  snbmitud  the  treaty  to  the 
Senate,  and  Mr.  C.  had  nnderstood  uiat  the 
treaty  had  been  ratified  with  an  amendm«it 
which  went  to  strike  oat  one  offensive  article. 
He  was  not  sure  that  this  was  the  case,  hnt  he 
had  been  so  informed.  In  the  discharge  of  bis 
ezeoQtive  duty,  the  President  bad  submitted  to 
the  Senate  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  dip- 
lomatic mission  to  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The 
bin  at  first  provided  for  the  ontHtof  a  fhll  Min- 
ister, bnt  the  committee  (consistInK  of  the  gen- 
tleman's friends)  had  rednoed  the  Minister  to  a 
obarg^  and  had  thereby  afforded  the  gentleman 
an  opportnnity  of  holding  up  to  the  House  a 
very  entertaining  spectacle,  where  onr  Minister 
appeared  dancing  attendance  ont  of  doors 
amons  servants  and  dragomen,  but  never  ad- 
mitted to  the  brightness  of  the  Saltan's  sublime 
presence.  The  gentleman  appeared  to  have 
thought  a  good  deal  on  the  subject,  and  be  was 
Borry  be  bad  not  obtained  any  information  as 
to  the  political  conseqaenees  arising  from  this 
difference  of  grade  in  onr  Ministers.  Probably 
another  agent  might  be  needed ;  hnt  that  was 
the  business  of  the  Senate,  as  they  had  the  ez- 
da^ve  appointment  of  new  Ministers,  The 
gentleman  from  New  York,  if  he  recollected 
right,  had  advocated  the  Panama  mission. 
Did  ih&  gentleman  at  that  time  ask  for  the  in- 
Btrnctions  given  to  onr  Minister!  Far  from 
it  All  tlien  was  to  be  confidence  in  the  Eiec- 
ntive.  The  Honae  was  to  repose  an  official 
confidence  in  the  Ezeoative.  Why  did  not  the 
House  now  hear  from  him  the  same  language  t 
The  gentleman  had  professed  great  ignoranoe ; 
bnt,  whatever  might  be  his  disclaimers,  the 
Honae  all  knew  fall  well  that  the  gentleman 
was  Bcqn^ted  with  the  manner  in  which 
Turkish  treaties  were  osoally  negotiated.  He 
knew  perfecUy  well  that  presents  were  always 
made  by  every  nation  who  wished  to  maintain 
diplomatio  relations,  or  obtain  commercial  ad- 
Taatagee,  or  hold  any  interoourse  with  the 
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Torkisb  conrt  The  commercial  benefits  t«  U 
obtained  by  the  present  arrangement  the  gentle- 
man had  taken  great  cate  to  throw  into  tka 
shade ;  yet,  if  any  commercial  advantaga  «*• 
to  be  derived  to  Uie  oonntry,  what  oity  or  wbil 
State  of  the  Union  was  so  likely  to  share  in  it 
as  that  from  wliich  the  gentleman  came  I  Va 
oity  of  New  York,  to  which  he  understood  tfa« 
gentleman  had  lately  removed  his  reddenciy 
being  the  great  commercial  emporium  <^  the 
country,  had  the  deepest  interest  in  a  qaestioo 
of  this  kind.  The  gentleman  bad  said  a  great 
deal  about  payiQg  tribute,  and  presenting  dia- 
mond annff-bozes  to  an  infidel  power.  This 
lonmuLge  might,  perhaps,  take  witii  the  Diitcli 
of  New  York,  (to  use  a  phrase  which  be  had 
heard  the  gentlemui  employ,)  and  it  showed  the 
gentlemaipB  great  deference  for  the  sense  *nd 
mibnnation  of  his  constitaenta.  Bat,  if  the 
gentleman  could  impose  npon  his  own  ccostita- 
ents,  it  did  not  follow  that  he  could,  with  equal 
Base,  deceive  the  American  people.  They  pos- 
sess too  mnch  inteiligence  for  snch  an  operedon. 
Mr.  0.  add  that  Andrew  Jackson  had  discharged 
bis  du^.  The  Honse  could  not  yet  have  tbs 
treaty  laid  before  it,  but  it  opened  a  prospect  of 
great  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  nation,  from 
a  participation  in  the  commerce  of  the  Black 
Sea.  AU  this  the  gentleman  well  understood; 
and  if^  with  the  full  understanding  of  it,  hs 
ohose  to  take  the  responsibility  of  defeaCtng 
snob  a  meaaare,  on  him,  and  on  those  who 
acted  with  him,  let  it  rest,  and  not  upon  An- 
drew Jackson,  or  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  AaoHKB  said  that  he  would  confine  him- 
self  to  two  or  three  remarks,  by  way  of  ei- 
ptanation.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  Stobbs)  bid 
commenced  by  anppoaing  that  the  object  of  this 
treaty  was  to  put  the  country  in  a  degrading ilti- 
tude — to  grant  a  tribute,  to  bay  a  treaty  M  the 
Sublime  Porto.  But  such  had  been  no  part  of 
the  olnect.  The  treaty  was  made.  It  had  beea 
ratified,  with  the  exception  of  one  artide.  So 
far  from  soliciting  or  begging  a  treaty,  the 
treaty  had  been  made  imd  ratified,  and  the 
olgect  was  to  open  commercial  oonuectioni 
between  the  United  States  and  some  of  the 
richest  countries  in  the  old  woild;  and  lh« 
present  appropriation  was  asked  in  order  that 
our  country  might  realize  theee  beoefito-  0\^ 
interest  in  those  seas  was  great  and  eztended, 
and  the  question  was,  whether  we  onght  not  to 
have  commercial  agents  to  anperrise  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States.  But  gratlemMi  asJ^ 
why  not  intrust  this  duty  to  our  consuls!  " 
the  bill  bad  done  so,  the  expense  would  h»Te 
been  the  same.  The  GoTemmeot  now  peyi 
onr  consul  at  Algiers  14,000 ;  and  the  uluy  uf 
a  chargi  was  bnt  >4,500.  Nothing  would  be 
guned,  therefore,  by  sabatJtuting  the  cooml; 
the  only  difference  would  be,  that  the  latlM 
appointment  would  not  be  produotive  of  mkd 
good  effeota.  But  to  show  that  the  gantlemaa 
would  be  satisfied  with  no  oonduot  of  <ne 
Admmistration,  and  that  he  held  it  a  dn^  to 
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find  fikolt,  the  gentleman  had  told  the  Hoiue, 
titit,  if  we  were  to  hsve  any  misaion  to  Tnrkej, 
tt  00^  to  be  an  embanjr  eztraordinary.  That 
wu  what  the  !EzeealiTe  had  aiked  for,  and 
whit  the  Senate  had  refosed.  If  the  present 
pUn  was  wrong,  the  fault  was  not  with  the 
President. 

If  it  was  good  that  we  should  hold  commer- 
<jl]  relaCioiis  with  the  bonndleaa  territoriea  of 
the  Turk,  (relations  which  had  heretofore  ex- 
tended bat  a  short  distance  around  Smyrna,) 
ma  the  oonntry  to  refiwe  this  advaotaee, 
becaon  the  gentleman  from  New  York  thoQ^t 
it  degrading  to  make  presents  to  the  Onuid 
Sngiuor,  totheamonutoftas,000t  IfweheM 
■Dm  an  opinion,  we  shonld  be  the  only  power 
who  (boi^t  so ;  all  other  nations  have  acted 
otherwise.  Jf  the  oonntrjr  was  to  have  political 
tod  coQiinerdsi  rdatiwis  with  the  Porte  at  all, 
it  could  no  more  have  them  withont  preeenta 
thia  withoDt  Kiniateia.  Ho  Minister  wnnld 
hire  been  received,  or  permitted  to  open  his 
eredentialB,  till  he  bad  offered  the  cuatomary 
prawnt).  This  Goyemment  once  received  a 
iwanoa  from  a  Tnrfciah  power,  and  we  paid  the 
■mbuMdor  a  regnlar  stipend  every  week,  al- 
tiuragh  he  oame  only  to  make  an  apology  for 
I  threat  wUoh  had  been  ottered  by  bis  oonntry 
a^nit  oars.  We  pud  all  the  expenses  of  bis 
Bubassy,  and  allowed  him  (SOO  per  week  dur- 
ing his  stay.  Was  that  exoenditnre  conudered 
utiavagant  tlien  f  Was  uie  ooostry,  for  sach 
s  ntaoa,  to  refnae  the  apology  of  a  foreign 
power,  and  thereby  to  avert  the  necessity  of 
a  wsr  I  Ur.  Jefferson  was  wiser  than  Uiat. 
lb*  long  and  the  short  of  this  matter  was,  that 
here  were  preseut»d  to  oa  real  and  great  oom- 
Dmtial  advantogw.  Extensive  regions,  among 
ume  of  the  richest  on  the  globe,  were  abont  to 
he  opened  to  the  United  States.  We  were  to 
bold  commercial  relations  with  all  the  ooontries 
mjimd  the  Black  Sea ;  and  we  were  to  have 
Out  advantage  In  the  most  economical  form — 
It  the  expense  of  maintrining  a  single  charge. 
Ai  to  the  other  items,  they  were  merdy  the 
BMnnry  apMudages  of  anch  a  mission.  A 
ingomsn  ana  preeente  were  matters  of  ooorse 
ttlhe  court  of  Turkey. 

Itr.  BroBBs  replied ;  when 

The  qneetion  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
ffVi.  «D«Ba,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by 
aUrgemijority. 

Ur.  Watvk  Uion  moved  the  amendment  be 
had  bdtwe  proposed,  vix :  to  insert  after  the 
itMD  of  |U,000,  the  foUowing : 


Tbs 

ts. 


was  adopted— yeas  70,  nays 

_Kr.  WiuiAxs  now  moved  to  insert  tbe  pro- 
ri«),  but  the  motion  was  raieoted — yeas  63, 
MjilOO. 

ib.  DaAnoH  moved  an  item  of  |1,S00  for 
tM  Hlary  of  a  atndent  of  langnagea,  bnt  the 
'-—'-  isr^ected. 


The  nmendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended 
on  motion  of  Ur.  Wayhb.  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  the  debate  closed.  The  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  amendments  to  tha 

Ur.  Yuioa  moved  for  a  division  of  the  qneS' 
tiou  on  the  amendment  which  had  been  so  long 
debated  in  oommittee. 

The  qnestion  was  accordingly  divided,  and 
being  pnt  on  the  appropriating  dense,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  qnestton  then  recnrring  on  ftriiing  out 
the  prerim)  of  tho  Senate, 

Ur.  Mbrobb  ffuled  in  an  attempt  to  modiff  It. 

And  tba  yeas  and  naya,  having  been  demand- 
ed by  Mr.  Vaboe,  and  ordered  by  the  BoQse, 
were  taken,  and  stood  as  follows : 

TCAB. — Uessn.AleiHnder,  AlltOD,A□deI»on,A■I- 
EeI,  Archer,  Barringer,  Judcs  BUir,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Bont,  Brodbead,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  Olai- 
borne,  Cl^y,  Connor,  Crawford,  Crochemn,  Duiial, 
Davenport,  Deberrj,  Denny,  I>rayton,  Dudley,  Earll, 
Flndlay,  Ford,  Qilmore,  Qordon,  Hall,  Habey,  Hai^ 
vey,  Haynes,  Holland,  HoOniaD,  Howard,  Hubb&rd, 
WiUiam  W.  Irvio,  Tbomu  Irwin,  Jarrb,  Bichard 
Bl  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Ketiuon,  Ferkiiu  King, 
Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitl,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin, 
Umgee,  Thomas  Uaiwell,  HcCreerr,  UcCoj,  UcDuf- 
fle,  UcTntire,  Miller,  Uilcbell,  Uubletiberg,  Fatten, 
Pearce,  Pelli^  Polk,  Potter,  Sauford,  Soott,  Wm. 
B.  Shepird,  Aug,  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Smitfa, 
Speight,  Ambroie  Speocer,  Richard  Spencer,  Ste- 
phens, guthertand,  Tsjlor,  John  Tbompaon,  Trei- 
yant.  Tucker,  Wajne,  Wilde— 88. 

NAia — Uesin,  Allen,  Amutrong,  Arnold,  Bam- 
well,  Baylor,  Beeknun,  Batman,  Campbell,  Childs, 
Chilton,  Coke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowlas,  Cc«g, 
Crane,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Desha,  Draper,  Eager, 
EUsvorth,  Oeorge  Evans,  Horace  SvereCt,  Ilneb, 
Oaither,  Gurlev,  Hawkins,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Johns,  Lecompte,  Lvon,  Hartindale, 
Leiris  HsiweU,  H ereer,  Nui^olls,  Overton,  Piereon, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Aichardaon,  Russell,  Stanbarry, 
Swift,  Taliaferro,  Test,  Vance,  Vamum,  Vinton, 
Washington,  Whittleaaj,  Edward  D.  White,  Wil- 
liams, Xancej — 67. 

So  the  House  agreed  with  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  in  striking  ont  the  proviso  which 
the  Senate  bad  inserted,  and  wnicb  is  in  the 
words  following : 

"  ProeiJtd  oJmija,  That  nothing  in  this  aot  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any 
way  approving,  the  appointment  of  these  persons, 
bj  the  PreudcDt  alone,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  and  without  their  advice  and  consent,  as 
negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Otto- 
Forte." 


WiDinssAt,  March  S. 
Trade  to  Danitk  Itlandt, 
Mr.  OajcBSBLKro,  from  the  Oommittee  on 
Oommeroe,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  Prewdent  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting the  correspondence  between  the  Dan- 
ish Hmister  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  con- 
cerning the  oommeroe  between  the  Uiuted 
States  and  the  Islaod  of  St.  Oroix,  made  the 
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"  Tbe  Committee  dd  Commerce,  to  which  wu  re- 
ferred Che  correipoiidenGe  beCwe«o  the  D&niih  ICin- 
Itter  uid  the  Swretarj  of  SUM,  cnacemlng  the 
oonmerce  of  tbe  United  SMna  with  tha  iil&nd  of 
BL  Croli,  moke  tbe  tbUowing  report: 

"  The  Danuih  Uiniater  represeatji  thit  the  prod- 
uce and  miQubcCurea  of  the  United  8Utei  hare 
been  oniformly  ■dmilted  late  the  ieUnd  of  SC 
Croix  without  dutj,  or  at  Tcry  moderate  rates,  and 
that  the  veaaels  of  other  coaotrlea  hare  been  ex- 
cluded. The  naTigatioQ  of  the  Doited  Sutes  hu 
been  permitted  by  Denmark  to  ecjo;  the  almoit 
entire  iBonopoly  of  her  colonial  commerce.  While 
that  QoTemmeDt  bos  eiteoded  to  us  these  adran- 
tages,  tbe  Danish  Hininer  complains  that  we  hare 
augmeatcd  our  duties  upon  the  produce  of  the 
Uuid  of  St.  Crtdi,  lo  much  as  to  reader  It  impoMi- 
fale  for  the  planter  Co  paj  for  his  supplies ;  and  l^t 
nnlesB  some  change  should  be  made,  the  commerce 
of  that  island  must,  of  necesiit;,  be  driven  into 
■bue  other  channel. 

"Tbe  committee  hare  also  before  tfaem  a  memo- 
rial of  American  dtiiens,  icterelted  directl?  and 
indirectl;  in  the  plantations  of  Bt.  Croii,  suslaining 
the  representiliOD  of  the  Danish  Utnlater.  To  re- 
Tife  this  branch  of  commert:e,  the  UinisCer  pro- 
poaedccrtain  commcrdalarrangemeDts,  which 
declined  bj  the  Preddent,  as  the;  were  foa 

upon  concessions  of  an  eiduslTe  character. 

tbe  reqoeat  of  Che  Ulnister,  the  corraspondance  was 
referred  to  Congress ; 

"  Tbe  following  proponls  were  offered  bj  Den- 

I .  "  'ftat,  lo  tbe  intercourse  of  the  island  of  St 
Croix  wich  foreign  countries  bejond  tbe  Weal  In- 
dian seas,  no  foreign  ships  but  those  of  tbe  Unl(«d 

Suies  shall  be  admitted  to  an  cntrj  at  th — - 

boose*  of  the  lilaad,  nor  suffered  to  eipor 
thence;  (the  whole  trade  of  the  island  will  thus  be 
reserved  to  the  Danish  and  American  flags.) 

8.  '*  that  Indian  com  and  Indian  com  me  . 
ported  into  the  island  of  SC.  Croiz  from  the  United 
Btat«a,  shall  be  subject  to  no  duty  whatever;  (tbie 
article  amounts  to  nearij  twenty  thousand  pun- 
cheons annoatly  ;)  and 

5.  "  That  all  other  articles,  without  anj  Bndtation 
whatever,  shall  be  allowed  to  be  imported  Into  the 
island  of  St.  Croix  from  the  United  States,  subject 
to  such  duties  only  as  bj  this  arrangement  shall  be 
agreed  upon,  and  which  shall  ooC  exceed  Ave  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  certun  articles,  con^dered  ne- 
cessaries, or  of  general  use  and  consumption,  as 
Sour,  salted  provisions  of  any  kind,  butter,  cheese, 
tallow,  candles,  fish  oil,  oil  of  turpentine,  live  stock, 
and  horses,  staves,  boopa,  headings,  shingles,  boards 
and  deals  of  ail  descriptions,  and  all  sorts  of  manu- 
factured goods  of  the  coarser  kind,  whether  made 
from  wood,  metals,  wool,  or  cotton,  and  not  exceed- 
ing (en  per  cenL  ad  valorem  on  ail  other  articles 
coming  more  properly  under  the  denomination  of 
luxuries,  as  furnitures,  carriages,  gigs,  Lc. 

"  The  concessions  were,  however,  proposed  only 
upon  conditioD  that  the  United  States  would  also 
concede  exclusive  advantages  to  tbe  commerce  and 
navigation  of  SL  Croii,  including  a  provision  that 
tbe  produce  of  that  island  should  be  admitted  Into 
this  country  at  lower  rates  of  duty  Chan  might  be 
levied  upon  similar  productions  of  other  countries. 

"Tbe  friendly  policy  of  Denmark,  and  the  re> 


[Kmcb,USL 

I  cent  manifMation  of  her  justice  tuwards  this  codd- 
I  try,  sbonld  recommend  any  proposition  of  ben  Ut 
our  most  favorable  oonsideratJon.  But  wbh  every 
disposition  to  receive  these  propoasls  in  a  spirit  Ot 
mutual  liberality,  the  committee  disoover  too  many 
and  substantial  objection*  lo  any  arrangement  of 
the  chancier  proposed.  It  has  always  been  oar 
wise  policy  to  oSer  equal  commerdal  advantages  to 
all  nations,  and  to  entangle  ourselves  with  no  em- 
barraa^g  anangements  with  any  conatiy ;  grant- 
ing privileges  denied  to  other  countries,  and  eslal>- 
liebing  discriminating  duUes  in  lavor  of  llie  produc- 
tions of  particular  nations,  whicb  are  not  olleied  to 
alL  The  committee  deem  it  impolitic  to  enter  iolo 
any  exclu^ve  arrangements,  even  were  they  not 
restrained  from  recommeD^ng  any  such  measure, 
by  our  obligations  to  other  nations.  Our  duties  on 
the  productions  of  St.  Croii  are  undoubtedly  too 
high  lo  admit  of  a  mutually  proBtabie  eichuwe  in 
oar  commerce  with  that  island.  We  may,  how- 
ever, indulge  the  hope  ChaC  some  modificalioo  of 
oar  imposts  may  follow  the  redemption  of  onr  pub- 
lio  debt,  which  will  be  more  favorable  lo  the  pro- 
ductions of  au  Island  which,  ftma  its  vicinity  to  «nr 
continenC,  may  be  almost  ooosidered  a  eommeraiil 
appendage  of  the  United  States.  But  whatever 
ly  adopt,  should  be  of  a  genetil 


Tedbsoat,  IfftToh  8. 
Thani*  U  the  Renter. 

Ifr.  OunoK  row  (Mr.  UoDuvra  tempMsrily 
oooDpying  the  obair)  and  uid,  the  'Hoose  of 
B^resentotivee  of  tha  twenty-first  Oongre« 
had  met  for  the  Ust  time ;  and  when  we  sepa- 
rata to-dfty,  Budhe,  many  of  ns  will  have  ptited 
to  meet  no  more  forever.  Hy  heart  admonishes 
me  that  this  is  a  fit  occasion  for  ns  to  oSicr  up 
all  onr  tmimoeities  upon  the  altar  of  peace, 
kindness,  and  good  wiu.  la  riaing,  sir,  to  per-  i 
form  B  last  act  of  legielatiye  dnty  npon  this  oc- 
cauoQ,  I  do  it  tlie  more  williitgly,  and  with  the  i 
more  pleasure,  beoanse,  while  it  ii  on  act  (tf 
Justice,  it  is  an  oot  of  finandehip.  ' 

I  sak  leave  to  introdac«  the  following  nwdu-        i 
tion,  which  I  hope  will  be  unacimouly  rs- 
ceived  and  adopted:  | 

Btiolted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Boose  be  pre-         I 
sented  to  tbe  Honorable  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speik-         I 
er,  for  the  dignity,  impartlalitr,  promptitude,  ud 
ability,  with  which  be  has  (Uscharged  the  duties  of 
the  chair  during  the  present  sesdon. 

SaUmg  t^  Silk, 
Hr.  Spknoxs,  ftom  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, to  which  was  referred  a  letter  lo  the 
Speaker  from  Count  Fontaniellere,  of  Paris,  *e- 
companied  with  a  traaslaticn  of  B  treatise  by 
Count  Dandalo,  on  the  art  of  cultivstiDg  the 
mulberry,  by  Count  Vevu,  and  also  oboerTS- 
tiona  by  Count  Fontaniellere  on  two  diffoent 
Tsrieties  of  mulberriea,  by  leave  oi  the  Hoow 
eported  the  following  reHoloUon : 
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gmabtJ,  That  tbe  Brnftker  ba  reqiiMted  to  kn- 
ntt,  in  behftif  of  tbe  Honte,  the  aforcMid  IiLtcr, 
ud  to  eipnM  the  acknowledfmeDti  of  (he  Houn 
for  thit  MBifertMioQ  of  tbe  iDtarest  takea  bj  dii- 
taopd^wd  fbcaJznen  in  tbe  vel&re  and  praiperitj 
of  ibe  United  Sulci,  and  that  tbe  ftid  boou  be 
plMcd  in  tb«  pabUo  Bbivj. 

The  lesolntion  wu  read  snd  agreed  to. 
Agiprettioa  ^ftht  Slaw  Trade. 

Ur.  HsBOBs  moved  to  aospeDd  tbe  role,  to 
enable  him  to  aabmit  the  following  resolation ; 

Btthtd,  That  IbePreiideDlortlie  United  SUtai 
be  reqaetied  to  renew  and  to  pro«ecule  from  time 
to  time  toeh  Degottations  with  the  seTenl  maritime 
povtit  of  Enrope  and  America,  ai  he  may  deem 
eipoEcnt,  for  tbe  eff^nal  abolition  of  the  African 
■liTg  trade,  and  Its  nitimate  denoDciatlon,  as  plraoj, 
under  tbe  law  of  natlooe,  bj  the  consent  of  the  dr- 
ifited  world. 

Aod  OB  tlM  qaea&>n  ihall  the  role  be  aiu- 
ptiided, 

Itpused  in  the  affirmative— yeu  106,  naja 

Tbe  Hid  reaolnlion  was  then  reodved ;  and 
after  debate. 

The  previona  qaettion  was  moved  b;  Mr. 
Polk  ;  and  being  demanded  by  a  m^oritj  of 
tbe  meniber>  present,  waa  pat,  and  paued  In 
the  affinnative. 

The  main  qoeatlon  waa  then  put,  viz. :  "  Will 
the  Houe  agree  to  the  e^d  rcMlation !  " 

And  paaaed  in  the  affirmative,  as  followi : 


,  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold,  B^- 
kj.  Barber,  Baninger,  Batea,  Beekmao,  Bookee, 
Bant,  Bradbead,  Barges,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Camp- 
Mi.  CUlds,  Condict,  Cooper,  ConlMr,  Cowtea, 
t>iig,  CraiW,  Crawford,  Crelghlon,  Croclieron, 
CrDimiuhield,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Denny,  De 
VTiii,  Dickinson,  Draper,  Drajton,  Dwight,  ^^er, 
EuiJ,  EUawonb,  George  Evant,  Edward  Everett, 
HaiueBierelt,  Kndlay,  Finch,  Frj,  OilmoreJ^n- 
ntll,  Balaey,  Bammona,  Harve;,  Hawklna,  Eemp- 
H  Uodgea,  Holland,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Bust,  Huntington,  Ihiie,  Thoaaa  Irwto,  Jarvia, 
latau,  K.  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Einoald,  Perkins 
Ciiig,  Adam  Klng^  Leavitt,  Leoompte,  Leiper, 
iMAer,  L70D,  Ibgee,  Hartlndala,  McCreerj,  Mc- 
I>eae,  Meroer,  MiUer,  Utehell,  UuhlenbeiK,  Fearce; 
Pettii,  Ramsej,  Beed,  Bicliardson,  B«ae,  Soott,  W. 
B.  Bbapard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Semmes,  Sill, 
Boitb,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Bicbard  Spencer,  SUn- 
fKttj,  Sterigere,  William  L.  Storri,  Strong^  Suthet- 
■ud,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Tajlor,  Test,  Jobn  Thomson, 
TrMj,  To^er,  Vance,  Varaum,  Verplanok,  Vinton, 
WubiagtoD,  Weeks,  WUttlesej,  C.  P.  While,  Ed- 
•trd  D.  White,  WiUlams,  Wilson.  Young— 118. 

Hits. — Hessra.  Alexander,  Barbour,  Barnwell, 
Juwa  Blair,  Bouldin,  Carson,  Daniel,  W,  B.  Davis, 
I>e>ba,  Dndler,  Foster,  Gmlther,  Hall,  Hafues, 
Huds,  C.  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lofall,  Nuckolls, 
Otnon,  Patton,  Polk,  Potter,  Bencher,  Roaue, 
SpJttkt,   Waey    Thompson,    Treivaot,    WlekBffe, 


o  wait  on  the 


Preudent  of  the  United  States,  and  to  notif;  him 
that,  uolesa  be  maj  bare  further  commuDicalions 
to  make,  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  having  com- 
pleted (be  business  before  them,  are  readj  to  close 
tbe  present  session  b;  an  a^loumment, 

iir.  DwioHT  and  Ur.  Boanb  were  appointed 
of  the  said  committee  on  the  part  of  this  Honse. 
Soon  after, 

Mr.  DwianT,  from  the  aud  joint  committee^ 
reported  that  the  committee  had,  according  t« 
order,  widted  on  the  Preddent,  and  made  tlie 
commonication  to  him ;  and  that  the  Preaident 
answered  tliat  ha  had  no  farther  commnnica- 
Uons  to  make  to  either  Honae  of  Oongreae. 

It  waa  then 

Ordand,  That  a  menage  be  sent  to  tbe  Senate 
to  notifj  that  bodj  ttiat  this  House,  having  com- 
pleted tbe  bnsinest  before  it,  is  now  readj  to  close 
tbe  present  aesnon  b;  an  adjournment,  and  thIt 
the  Clerk  do  go  with  said  message. 

The  Clerk  having  delivered  said  message,  and 
being  returned,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  Senate  bj  Mr.  Lowrie,  their  Secretarj,  noti- 
fyiog  the  Honse  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  legislative  husinoss  before  it,  is  now 
ready  to  close  the  preseut  ees^oD  of  OoDgreaa 
by  an  adjonmment. 

Therenpon, 

The  Speaker  rose  from  his  chair,  and  addreaaod 
the  Honae  aa  follows :  , 

OssTLOlsii :  I  receive  with  sentiments  of  pro- 
fband  respect  and  grateful  feeling  tbe  renewed  ex- 
pression of  jour  approbation  and  confidence  in  my 
administration  of  the  ardaoua  duties  of  this  high 
office.  The  ebaracter  and  power  of  this  House; 
the  rank  which  it  holds  in  the  eyes  of  the  world ; 
the  deep  SJid  abiding  confidence  of  tbe  nation  in 
the  intelligence,  virtue,  and  patriotism  of  its  repre- 
sentatives, must  ever  render  the  approbation  orcea- 
sure  of  this  House  a  matter  of  no  ordinary  Impor- 
tance to  those  who  fill  high  pUces  of  pablic  trust 
and  confidence.  This  elation,  justly  esteemed 
among  the  first  in  distinction  and  honor,  has  always 
been  regarded  not  only  as  one  of  elevated  charac- 
ter, bat  of  severe  reaponBlbilitj  and  labor,  and  of 
extreme  delicacy.  In  discharging  its  arduous  and 
multi&rlous  duties,  no  man  can  hope  to  free  him- 
self from  error,  or  to  give  unqualified  or  univereal 
wtisfiution.  In  times,  even,  of  profound  tranquil- 
lity and  repose,  to  please  every  one  cannot,  and 
oueht  not,  to  be  expected.  Amid  the  storms  of 
poutical  and  part;  eioltements,  it  would  be  idle 
and  vain  to  eipect  It.  My  path  here  for  tbe  last 
fonr  years  has  not  been  strewed  with  roses.  I 
hare  had,  as  yoa  well  know,  my  full  ibore  of  respon- 
sibility, smbarTassmeut,  and  toil.  I  can  say,  how- 
ever, with  troth,  that  I  have  endeavored  to  meet 
youreipectatioiubj  a  lealons  devotion  of  my  time, 
and  even  m;  health,  to  yonr  service,  and  by  a 
fahbful  and  mdependent  discharge  of  my  public 
duty.  This,  gentlemen,  was  all  that  I  promised 
when  I  received  this  high  appointment  at  youi 
bands ;  and  in  laying  It  down  I  feel  a  proud  con- 
sclousoess  that  I  have  redeemed  my  pledge ;  and  If 
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the  trust  hu  not  been  ttHj,  It  hu,  M  IcMt,  been 
hoceitl;  ditchftrged.  Daring  the  entire  period  of 
nj  Mrliee,  sad  under  all  th«  igitationi  of  the 
time*,  it  hu  been  my  pemiUAr  good  fortune  uid 
pleuuie  to  receive,  in  ui  slniaBt  unei«mpled  Bum- 
ner,  the  kindnoM  Mid  npport  of  the  memben  of 
thii  Home ;  and  in  proof  of  It  I  muT  be  permitted 
to  remark,  I  hope  villioat  Tanity,  that  in  all  tlie 
numeroua  and  important  deciaioua  which  I  hare 
been  called  upon  to  pronounce  from  this  chair,  but 
one  has  ever  been  reTereed  b;  tbe  judgment  of  the 
House,  and  that  uitder  drcunietancee  which  can 
CAUM  me  no  regret.  Can  I,  then,  feel  othenrlse 
than  gntlfied  and  flattered,  cbeeied  and  conioted, 
bj  thia  renewed  and  dl«tlngnighed  eTideoce  of  jaat 


{Uaai,U 


confldeoee  and  bTort  I  reedve  It,  gentlemen,  in 
the  Bi^rit  lawhioh  it  haa  beenoSered:  Jcheridi 
it  in  mj  heart.  It  ii  the  highest  and  the  ontj  re- 
ward that  I  either  Bought  or  eipeoted  ;  and  I  (fatH 
cheriah  It  through  life  with  foelisp  ^  the  deepot 
reapeot,  and  the  moet  atfeetionate  gwltnde.  Ood 
grant  that  jou  maj  long  lire  tOMmandbtneli 
jour  country,  and  enjoy  Its  ondlminiahed  Mofi. 
denoe ;  and,  in  tndding  joa  an  affectionate,  and, 
perhaps,  last  ihreweD,  accept,  I  praj  joo,  my  cor- 
dial uid  beat  wi«hes  for  jonr  IndindMal  health, 
prosperity,  and  hapfdncM. 

He  then  declared  ihe  Hoiue  to  be  a^jonmed 
tine  die. 
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DEBATES  OF  C0NQBE8S. 


TWENTY-SECOND  C0N6RESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


BEGUN  AT   THE   CITT   OF   WASHINGTON,  DEOEUBEB   S,  1881. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE .• 


VoxDAT,  Deoember  0, 18S1. 

Hr.  SuTB,  of  VarjixoA,  Freaideot  pro  (am. 

of  the  Seiikte,  in  tlie  abseoce  of  the  Viae  Preu- 

dral;,  took  the  ohmir  at  twelve  o'clock ;  and,  ob 

cilliiig  the  HoDM  to  order,  tt  appeared  thftt 


ir  Inadrertenoe,  the  oredentiaU 
o(  bti  colleague,  the  hooerable  Wk.  IQsot, 
lud  not  been  forwarded.  He  oonld,  however, 
leMiTj  that  Ur.  Uabox  waa  dnlr  elected  Sena- 
tor fur  that  State ;  and  a»  similar  Instanoea  of 
nch  oiouaioti  were  on  reoord,  he  hoped  the 
prtMnt  would  not  operate  as  an  obataole  t«  hia 
idmuaion,  and  moved  that  Ur.  ICabot  be  per- 
iDiU«d  to  take  hli  Beat ;  which  matiou  was 
•gnedto,  nm».«on, 

Ur.  Bux,  af  New  Hampshire,  moved  that 
ilw  hwiorable  Josuh  8.  JoHnrcK,  Senator 
•Wt  for  the  State  of  Loniaaoa,  be  permitted 
to  tske  hii  seat  The  credentiala  of  Mr.  J.  had 
»<*,  Kr.  B.  rtated,  yet  arrived,  Irot  his  election 
7*>  ■  matter  of  inch  pnblia  notoriety,  as  to 
iodoM  him  to  hope  that  the  Senate  woald  not 
Iwatate  to  sdnut  him.  In  which  motion,  after 
t  brief  fosgestion  from  Hr,  Hatns,  on  the 
propiietj  of  having  these  credentiala  filed,  tlie 
™»t8  ooncnrred. 

The  Dsnal  message  was  then  sent  to  the 
HooN  of  Beprewntativea,  notifying  that  a  qno- 
nm  of  the  Senate  had  assembled. 


»Wn  OF 


or  THE  BUTATX. 


Ur.  KiFo  and  Ifr.  Foot  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  Join  the  committee  of  the  HooHe 
of  Bepresentatives  to  inform  the  President  of 
the  United  States  that  the  two  Houses  had 
orgaoized,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  bnai- 


TnsnkT,  December  S. 

Mr.  KiKo,  ftt>m  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  report«d  that  they  had  performed  the 
duty  ei^oined  them,  and  hod  received  an  inti- 
mation that  the  Preaident  wonld,  at  twelve 
o'clock  this  day,  make  a  written  oommnnico' 
tion  to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  commnnioation  promised  by  the  Presi- 
dent was  received  by  the  hands  of  Ur.  Dokzl- 
soiT,  his  private  Secretory ;  which  was  read  >a 
follows : 

FdlmnMutm  of  tiuStnaU 

and  HoHM  e/  Ii4pr4uitlathtt : 
The  reprMentation  of  the  people  baa  been  le- 
neired  for  the  tuencv-sscond  ^me  since  the  conati- 
tuUOD  tbey  fonned  has  been  In  force.  For  near 
half  a  centnry  the  Chief  Htgiitratea  who  have  been 
meceasively  ehoeen,  have  mode  tbrir  annul  com- 
manications  of  the  slate  of  the  nation  to  its  repre- 
Qenerally,  thee*  communicatloni  have 


rtrvMA— UHlttoB  W.  T^untl,  John  Tjln. 
JfyrU  OnwHu^B.  BnwB,  W.  P.  Hufcm. 
Awtt  Cbnttnv- B.  T.  Wt-jat,  B.  D.  lUllar. 
OtB'Via.—atinfi  H.  Tronp,  John  FonTlh. 
ImKttkl/.—aeor^  H.  Bibb,  Hanrj  Clij. 
Thin  mil.— y  Bill  Qrandj,  HaiA  L,  Whlta. 
OUf.— BaBjunIa  Bofilai,  Thonu*  Ewlnc. 
£»oMaa&— J.  B.  /ohnsUn,  Qta.  i.  Wifsuou. 
AtfloiHL— WUUsD  Hiadtlcki,  Bobart  Hunk 
JHaMfipl— PowlMtUD  En^  Oao.  FoliidiitH'. 
BUtuU.—'BIm  K.  Xia*,  John  M.  Bobluon. 
JlakMO— Wtmun  B.  Klnf,  Oabrlal  Hoon. 
Minomri.—'nemM  B.  Bantea,  Akx.  BnebMr. 
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been  of  tbe  most  grmtifjiog  ti«tiin,  tcBtiffkig  in  |  Kt  home,  and  respected  kbroad,  il  is  beeiiM  vg 
ulTknce  in  kU  tbe  improTements  of  social,  and  Hi  *re  free,  united,  ladustriDOB,  ind  obedient  to  the 
tbe  Becuritie*  of  poUtical  life.  But  frcqnentlj  and  laws.  While  we  continue  ao,  we  ahall,  bj  tbe 
joatlf  as  jou  bave  been  called  on  to  be  grateful  blessing  of  Hearen,  eo  on  in  tbe  happj  carecf  ■« 
for  the  bounces  of  Prondenoe,  at  few  periodi  have  havs  begun,  and  which  has  brought  us,  in  the 
thej  been  more  abuDdantlj  or  extensiTely  bestow-  i  abort  period  of  our  political  existence,  fh>m  a  |Ki)m- 

ed  than  at  the  preaent — rarelj,  if  exer,  hare  we    '  "'        '  ''         ""' 

bad  greater  reaaon  to  congratulate  each  other  on 
tbe  continued  and  increasing  prosperity  of  our  be- 
loved eountrj. 

Agriculture,  the  first  and  most  Important  occu- 
pation of  man,  has  compenaated  the  labors  of  tbe 
buBbaadman  with  pleatiful  crops  of  all  the  varied 
products  of  our  extcnsiTe  coautrj.  Uanufactnres 
faave  becu  e«tabtished,  in  which  tbe  funds  of  the 
capitalist  find  a  profitable  ioTestment,  and  which 
give  employment  and  subsistence  ' 

wages,  in  the  construction  of  irorlu  of  Internal 
imprOTement,  which  are  eitcading  with  unprece- 
dented rapiditr.  Sdenoe  is  steadilj  penetrating 
the  recessea  of  nature,  and  disclosing  her  secretB, 
while  the  ingenuity  of  f^e  minds  ia  subjcctiog  tbi 
elements  to  the  power  of  man,  and  making  ■ 
new  conquest  auiiliarj  to  his  comfort.  Bj 
muls,  whose  speed  is  regularly  increased,  and 
whose  routes  are  every  year  eitended,  the  commu- 
nication of  pubUc  intelligence  and  private  busioees 
is  rendered  frequent  and  lafe — the  intercourse  be- 
tween distant  cities,  which  it  formerly  required 
weeks  to  accomplish,  la  now  eflTected  in  a  few  days 
— and,  in  the  constniclion  of  niltoads,  and  the 
application  of  steam  power,  we  have  a  reasonable 
prospect  that  the  extreme  parts  of  our  country  will 
be  so  mucb  approximated,  and  those  most  isolated 
by  tbe  obstacles  of  nature  rendered  so  accessible, 
aa  to  remove  an  apprehenmon,  sometimes  enter- 
tained, that  the  great  eilent  of  the  Union  would 
endanger  its  perizianent  existence. 

If,  ftom  the  satisfactory  view  of  our  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  iatemsi  improvemeots,  we  turn 
to  the  state  of  our  navigatioD  and  trade  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  between  tbe  Slates,  we  shall 
sorcely  find  less  cause  for  gratulation.  A  benefl- 
cent  Providence  has  provided,  fbr  their  exercise 
and  encouragement,  ao  extensive  cout  indented 
by  capacious  bays,  noble  riveis.  Inland  seas,  with 
a  country  productive  of  every  material  for  ship- 
building, antt  every  eommodlty  for  gainful  com- 
merce, and  filled  with  a  population  active,  inlelli- 
gent,  well  informed,  and  fearless  of  danger.  These 
advantages  are  not  neglected;  and  an  impulse  has 
lately  been  ^ven  to  commeccial  enterprise,  which 
ftUt  our  shipyards  with  new  constructions,  eticour- 

Ti  all  the  arts  and  branches  of  Industry  conneot- 
wlth  them,  crowds  the  wharves  of  our  cities 
with  vessels,  and  covers  the  most  distant  seas  with 

Let  us  be  grateful  for  these  blessings  to  the  be- 
neficent Being  who  ha*  conferred  them,  and  who 
suffers  us  to  indulge  a  reasonable  hope  of  their 
oontlnuaoce  and  eitension,  while  we  neglect  ~~' 
the  means  by  which  they  may  be  preserved. 
we  may  dare  to  judge  of  His  future  designs  by  the 
manner  In  which  Uia  past  favors  have  been  be- 
stowed, He  has  made  our  national  prosperity  to 
depend  on  the  preservation  of  our  liberties— oar 
ttational  force  on  our  Federal  Union — and  our  indi- 
vidual happiness  on  the  maintenance  of  oar  State 
rights  and  wise  InstitDtions,    If  we  are  ^mwperous 


lalion  of  three  to  thirteen  millions — froia  thutcen 
separate  colonies  to  twenty-four  United  States — 
from  weakness  to  strength— A«m  a  rank  Karcdy 
marked  in  the  seals  of  nations  to  a  bighjjaceio 
their  respect. 

This  last  advantage  is  one  that  has  reaoiled,  in 
a  great  degree,  from  the  principles  which  bars 
guided  our  intercourse  wiib  Foreign  Powers  Buce 
we  have  assumed  an  equal  station  amoog  thin; 
and  hence  the  annual  account  which  the  EieciitiTe 
,  renders  to  the  country,  of  the  manner  in  which 

_  body  of  indostrioos  and  dexterous  \  that  branch  of  his  duties  bas  been  fulfilled,  ftoitt 

The  laborer    is  rewarded   by   high    instructive  and  salutary. 

.    ..__   .r ,._  _f  ,_. —  ,        ijijg  pacific  and  wise  policy  of  out  Gorernneiit 

kept  us  In  a  state  of  neutrality  daring  the  waia 
that  have,  at  different  periods  since  our  political 
existence,  been  carried  on  by  other  powen;  but 
this  policy,  while  it  gave  aclinly  and  e,-* — '  ' 


arisen  claims  of  indemnity  for  those  uijmiei. 
England,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Sweden,  Deo- 
mark,  Naples,  and  lately  Portugal,  had  dl,  ia  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  infringed  our  ncolrsl  ri<hti. 
Demands  for  reparation  were  made  upon  all.  they 
have  bad  in  all,  and  continue  to  liave  in  sums 
cases,  a  leading  influence  oo  the  nature  of  our  rela- 
tions with  tbe  powers  on  whom  they  were  nuik. 

Of  the  claims  upon  England  il  is  nnnecesMry  to 
speak,  further  than  to  say  that  the  slate  of  things 
to  which  their  prosecution  and  denial  gave  rise,  tui 
been  succeeded  by  amngementB,  prodnctiTe  of 
mutual  good  feeling  and  amicable  rela&ins  between 
the  two  countries,  which  it  is  hoped  will  not  bt 
interrupted.  One  of  these  arrangemcnls  it  thai 
relating  to  the  colonial  trade,  which  was  cMnarani- 
caled  to  Congresa  at  the  la«t  session ;  and,  altbengh 
the  short  period  during  which  il  baa  l>een  in  force 
will  not  enable  me  to  form  an  accurate  judgneil 
of  its  operation,  there  is  eveiy  resson  to  befieve 
that  it  will  prove  highly  beneficiaL  The  iiade 
thereby  authorized  has  employed,  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember last,  upwards  of  30,OU0  tons  of  Ameriean, 
and  15,000  tons  of  foreign  shipping  in  tbe  ontwaid 
voyages;  and,  in  the  inward,  neariy  an  equi 
amount  of  American,  and  80,000  only  of  foreign 
tonnage.  Advantages,  too,  have  r«salled  to  oar 
agricultural  interests  from  the  state  of  the  trails 
between  Canada  and  onr  territories  and  Btatd 
bordering  on  tbe  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes,  *bich 
may  prove  more  than  equivalent  to  tbe  loM  aos- 
tained  by  tbe  incrimination  made  to  faTor  the 
trade  of  ^le  Northern  coloniee  with  the  WcM 
Indies. 

After  our  tr«nsitJOD  fmni  the  state  of  ealoo>«s  U> 
that  of  ao  independent  nation,  many  pMnts  'mtn 
found  necessary  to  be  settled  betwoen  m  and  Great 
Britain.  Among  them  was  tfaa  demaicailon  of 
boundaries,  not  described  with  sufficient  iveciiioii 
in  the  treaty  of  peace.  Some  of  tbe  Imcs  that 
divide  the  States  and  territories  of  the  Cciiie<l 
Slates  from  tbe  British  provinces,  have  been  deGu* 
lively  fixed.  That,  however,  which  KDualcs  ai 
from  the  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Bruuxict 
to  the  Horlh  and  the  Salt,  was  still  in  dispute 
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when  I  cune  Into  oOce.  But  I  ToiiDd  amngenienti 
madi!  for  its  settlement,  OTer  which  IhadDocoDtroL 
Tit  coniniiBsionGrs  who  hid  beea  tppointed  under 
t!ie  proTJaoiu  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  h»ing  been 
nntble  to  ■£■««,  i  conTection  »u  made  wllh  Gt 


■u  igned  "that  the  points  of  dilfereDce 
hiTe  UBen  in  the  Bettlement  of  the  boundirj  line 
bdxen  the  American  and  Brltlah  dominions,  ai 
dcKribed  in  the  Ellb  article  oF  the  treitj  of  Gbent, 
4nQ  ba  referred,  u  therein  prorided,  to  aome 
Mendly  aorereiKn  or  State,  who  ghall  be  iavited  to 
inTcttigile,  ana  malie  a  decliion  apon  luch  point! 
ef  dBIerence  ;"  and  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 
^Ttng,  bj  the  late  Preaident  and  hia  Britannic 
Mijnty,  been  designated  as  snch  Mendlj'  soTerelgn, 
it  btcune  niy  duty  to  c»rry,  with  good  f^lh.  the 
ignement,  so  made,  into  fuU  elTect.  To  this  end  I 
UB>.ii  ID  the  measures  to  be  taken  which  were 
SKosary  to  a  fall  eipoidlian  of  our  case  to  the 
n'enign  arbiter;  and  nominated  as  Minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  bis  conrt,  a  distingidihed  dtiien  of 
^  State  most  ioterested  in  the  queation,  and  who 
lud  been  one  of  the  agents  preTionsIy  employed 
feriettGng  tbeeontroTeTsy.  On  the  10th  day  of 
Jinmry  last,  fala  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Nether- 


«  referred  to  bim.  The  pipers  Id  relation  to 
the  isbfect  w3l  be  communicated,  by  a  special  mes- 
Bge,  to  the  proper  branch  of  the  OoTemment,  with 
Iheperfrct  confidence  that  its  wisdom  will  adopt  such 
'"  n  amicable  aettlemeot  of 


tbe  controTeny,  without  infHngiog  any  c 

tismi  right  of  the  Stales  ImmediateTy  in' 

It  atforda   me  satisfaction  to  intom 


s  by  roy  direction  to  the  chargi 
ft&ires  of  his  Britanaie  Majesty  to  this  OoTem- 
Dcnl,  hare  had  their  desired  effect  in  prodacing 
Uwr^ass  of  certain  American  eitiiens  who  were 
imprisoned  for  setting  up  the  authority  of  the  Slate 
or  Maine  at  a  place  In  the  dispated  territory  under 
tlie  aetul  jorisdlction  of  his  Brilannle  H^etly. 
from  this,  and  tin  sasnnuices  I  bare  reeelTcd  of 
th  desire  of  the  local  authorities  to  SToid  any 
<«ne  of  collision,  I  hare  the  best  hopes  that  a 
|<>o<l  nndeiMandiDg  will  be  kept  up  until  it  is  con- 
Imed  by  the  final  disposition  of  the  subject. 

The  amicable  relations  which  now  aubslat  between 
As  Dnitcd  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  Increasing 
intercourse  between  tbelr  citizens,  and  the  rapid 
oUiteraUon  of  unfriendly  prejudices  to  which 
fbnner  eTenta  naturaDy  gave  rise,  concurred  to 
present  thil  as  a  fit  period  for  renewing  our 
tadeaTon  to  pra<rlde  against  the  recurrence  of 
(mm  of  Irritation,  wUoh,  in  the  erent  of  war 
twt««en  Great  Britain  and  aay  other  power,  would 
ineriubly  endanger  oar  peace.  Animated  by  the 
sDceiest  deare  to  avoid  such  a  state  of  things,  and 
pttcefiilly  to  eecure,  under  all  possible  circum* 
itSDces,  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country,  I' 
l»<e  t^ren  such  ioslractions  to  Che  Minister  lately 
•eat  to  the  court  of  London,  as  will  erince  that 
Mre;  and,  if  met  by  a  correspoadent  disposition, 
wUch  we  cannot  doubt,  will  pat  an  end  to  caosea 
of  eolUsion,  wbieb,  without  adrantage  to  either, 
Ifod  10  estrange  from  each  other  two  nations  who 
Ihib  sTsry  motWe  to  preserre,  not  only  peace,  but 
ao  inleicoune  of  the  moM  amicable  nature. 
b  my  HesMge  at  the  opetking  of  the  last  aesalon 


hope  has  been  realized.  A  treaty  has  been  sigaed, 
whioh  wilt  immediately  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
for  Lta  approbatiOD ',  and  which,  contunlng  stipula- 
tions  that  require  le^statlTe  acts,  most  hsTe  the 
concurrence  of  both  Houses  before  It  can  be  carried 
Into  effect.  By  it,  the  French  OoTemment  engage 
to  pay  a  sum  which,  if  not  quite  equal  to  that  which 
may  be  found  due  to  onr  citizens,  will  yet,  it  is 
believed,  under  all  drcumsttnce*  be  deemed  satis- 
factory by  those  iaterested.  The  offer  of  a  ^osa 
sum.  Instead  of  the  BatlsfacUon  of  each  individual 
ctaiin,  was  accepted,  because  the  only  altemativea 
were  a  rigorous  eiaction  of  the  whole  amount 
slated  to  be  due  on  each  claim,  which  might.  In 
some  instances,  be  exaggerated  by  deugn,  in  other* 
overrated  through  error,  and  which,  therefore,  it  . 
would  have  been  botb  nngradoua  and  unjust  to 
have  ioiusled  on,  or  a  settlement  by  a  mixed  com- 
miMon,  to  which  the  French  negotiators  were  very 
avene,  and  which  eiperience  in  other  oases  bad 
shown  to  be  dilatory,  and  often  wholly  Iniidequate 
to  the  end.  A  comparatively  small  sum  is  stipu- 
lated on  our  part,  to  go  to  the  eitincUon  of  all 
claims  by  French  citizens  on  our  Government ;  and 
a  reduction  of  duties  on  our  cotton  and  their  irinea 
has  been  agreed  on,  as  a  considenlUoo  for  the  rcDllD- 
ciation  of  an  Important  claim  for  oommerdal  prill- 
leges,  under  the  constractioo  they  gave  to  the 
treaty  for  the  eesidon  of  Louisiana. 

Sboald  this  treaty  recdve  the  proper  aanetlon,  • 
source  of  irritation  will  be  stopped,  that  has,  for 
so  many  years,  in  some  degree  ^lenated  from 
each  other  two  nations  who,  from  Interest  as  weU 
as  the  remembrance  at  early  assodations,  ought  to 
cherish  the  most  friendly  rations — an  encourage- 
ment will  be  given  for  perseverance  in  the  demands 
of  justice,  by  this  new  proof,  that,  if  steadily  pur- 
sued, they  will  be  listened  to — and  admonition  will 
be  offered  to  those  powers,  if  any,  which  may  be 
inclined  to  evade  them,  that  they  win  never  be 
abandoned.  Ahpvs  all,  a  Just  con^dence  will  be 
inspired  In  our  (eliow-dtlzens,  that  their  Govem- 
nHMit  will  eiert  all  the  powers  with  which  they  have 
invested  it,  in  sopport  of  their  jost  claims  upon 
foreign  nations ;  at  the  same  time  thai  the  frank 
aoknowlednnent  and  provlaioa  for  the  payment  of 
those  which,  were  addressed  to  our  equity,  although 
onsDpported  by  legal  proof,  afford  ■  practical  illus- 
tration of  our  submisNon  to  the  divinamle  of  doing 
to  others  what  we  desire  they  should  do  unto  us. 

Sweden  and  Denmark  having  made  compensation 
for  the  irregularities  committed  by  their  vessels, 
or  in  their  porta,  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the 
parties  concerned,  and  having  renewed  the  treatisa 
of  commerce  entered  into  with  them,  our  political 
and  commercial  relations  with  those  powers  con- 
tinue to  be  on  the  most  friendly  footing. 

With  Spain,  our  differences  op  to  the  22d  of 
February,  1810,  were  settled  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington  of  that  date ;  but,  at  a  subsequent 
period,  our  commerce  with  the  Slates  formerly  col- 
onies of  Spain,  on  the  oODtlnent  of  America,  waa 
annoyed  and  frequently  interrupted  by  her  publio 
and  private  armed  ships.  They  captured  many  of 
our  vessels  prosecuting  a  lawful  commerce,  and  sold 
them  and  Ouit  oargoes ;  and  at  one  time,  to  our 
demands  for  restoration  and  indemnity,  opposed 
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tba  iIlegKtlon,  th*t  the;  wars  taken  In  the  tIoIs- 
tioa  of  >  blockade  of  sU  tbs  porta  of  tbose  Sutea. 
"niia  blocktda  wu  decUiatory  onlj,  and  th«  Iiuil- 
«qiucT  of  the  force  to  Dulntalo  It  wu  m  maniiM, 
tbiat  tfait  allendoD  wu  rarled  to  a  cbfu^  of  tikde 
In  contraband  of  war.  This,  In  ita  tarn,  waa  also 
found  nntenabli;  and  tbe  lliiuiter  irhom  I  aent 
with  instmeMoni  to  pnai  fbr  the  lepantion  that 
wa*  doe  to  onr  Injuted  ftUov-dtlieiii,  haa  trana- 
mitted  an  anaver  to  bU  demand,  bjwhlch  the  cap- 
turei  are  declared  to  have  been  legal,  and  are  jui- 
ced becanae  the  Independence  of  the  Statea  of 
Ameiieai  nerer  haying  been  acknowledged  b  j  Spain, 
ahe  had  a  right  to  prohibit  trad?  with  tfaeio  under 
ber  old  colonial  U«a.  TbU  mand  of  defence  wat 
eoDtradlotocy,  not  001;  to  those  which  had  been 
fbrmerlj  alleged,  bat  to  the  uniibrm  praetiee  and 
eatabllshed  lawa  of  natlona;  and  had  been  aban- 
doned by  Bpain  heraelf  in  the  coDrention  which 
granted  indemnitj  to  British  tullijeota  fbr  captorea 
made  at  the  rame  time,  nnder  the  lanie  circom- 
Mancee,  and  for  the  eame  aUegatiooa  with  thoae  of 
which  we  complain. 

I  boweTBr  bidnlge  the  hope  that  ftirUMr  lefleo- 
don  will  lead  to  other  Tien,  and  feel  confident 
that  when  bis  Catholio  Hajesty  shall  be  coQTJnocd 
of  tbe  jtutice  of  the  cl^m,  bis  desire  to  preeerre 
fiiendlj  lelallone  between  the  two  couDtries,  which 
it  la  mj  eameal  endearor  to  malotain,  will  Indoce 
him  to  accede  to  onr  demand.  I  bare  therefore 
deapatehed  a  special  mcMenger  with  Instmctiona  to 
otir  Hinlster  to  bring  th«  ease  once  mow  1«  bi* 
oooedderatioD ;  to  the  end  that  If,  which  1  oannot 
bring  myself  to  betlere,  the  aamo  dedsion,  that 
cannot  bat  be  deemed  an  onMendlj  denial  of  Ja»- 
tlce,  should  be  perdated  In,  the  matter  may.'benre 
your  adjournment,  be  laid  before  yon,  the  constitu- 
tional Judges  of  what  [a  proper  t«  be  done  when 
negotiation  for  redress  of  li^ury  falls. 

The  conclusion  of  a  treaty  for  Indemnity  with 
Aance  seemed  to  present  a  favorable  opportanltj 
to  renew  oar  clAma  of  a  aimllar  nature  on  other 
poweis,  and  particularly  in  tbe  ease  of  thoae  upon 
Na{dcs,  mora  eopedally  as,  In  the  course  of  former 
negotiationa  with  that  power,  our  failure  to  Induce 
France  to  render  us  juatice  waa  used  at  an  argu- 
ment against  oi.  The  dedres  of  the  merchants 
who  were  the  principal  saffbran,  hare  therefora 
been  acceded  to,  and  a  nilnon  has  t        


having  been  reaolvcd  on,  it  was  put  in 
without  waiting  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  be- 
cause the  state  of  Europe  created  an  apprehension 
of  eventa  that  might  hare  rendered  our  apjdication 
loeflectuaL 

Our  demands  upon  the  Qovemment  of  the  Two 
Kciliee  ara  of  a  peculiar  nature.  The  iqjuriea  on 
which  they  are  fouuded  are  not  denied,  nor  are  tbe 
atrocity  and  pcrfldj  uoder  which  those  injurieswere 
perpetrated  attempted  to  be  eitennated.  The  sole 
ground  onwhicb  indemnity  haa  beeo  refused,  is  the 
alleged  Ulegalilj  of  the  tenure  by  wUch  the  mon- 
areh  who  made  the  scUure^  beld  hla  crown.  Thla 
defence,  always  unfounded  in  any  prinuple  of  the 
Uw  of  nations — now  unlTereally  abandoned,  even 
by  those  powers  upon  wboip  tbe  respooribility  for 
acta  of  paat  rulers  tioro  tbe  most  heavily,  will  un- 
questionably ba  given  up  by  his  Mcilian  Hajeaty, 
whose  eannaela  will  receive  an  impulse  from  that 
high  teoae  of  honor  and  regard  to  justice  which  ore 


aald  to  characteriia  him ;  and  I  CmI  tbe  fisUcst  am- 
fldence  that  the  talents  of  tbe  dtisen  commls- 
doned  for  that  pnrpoee  will  plane  before  him  the 
Just  olaima  of  our  tiOorsd  cidiena  in  sndi  ■  Ught  at 
will  enable  me,  beforo  your  a^Jonnment,  to  an- 
nonnce  that  they  bare  been  a^oated  and  aewutd. 


a^|t«d 


e  of  Uw 


negotiatk 

and  will  be  obeyed. 

In  the  late  blockade  of  Terceira,  m 
Fortugueae  fleet  eaptnred  Bereial  of  o .. 
and  committed  other  eiceaaea,  for  which  rspuatioil 
was  demanded ;  and  1  waa  on  the  poiataf  de^tch- 
ing  an  aimed  force,  to  prevent  any  lacorrsoee  irf  a 
similar  violence,  and  protect  oar  otiMBi  In  tbe 
prosecution  of  rtieir  lawful  com  ~  '  ' 

sSBurancea,  on  wUch  1  relied,  ■ 
the  sbipa  nnneoeseary.  Snoe  lb 
promisea  have  been  made  (liat  D 
be  givMi  for  the  iqjuriea  laAli^ea  ana  me  loso 
~  '  'led.  In  the  petfotmanoe,  there  baa  bees 
,  perhaps  onaToidabla,  delay ;  bnt  I  have  the 
fullest  confldenc*  that  my  earnest  deein  that  this 
bnaineM  may  at  once  be  dowtd,  wbuA  ooi  Hislrio' 
baa  been  instnictad  atrongly  to  eipreaa,  will  very 
aoon  be  giatified.  I  have  tbe  better  ground  tar 
this  hope,  ftom  the  evidence  of  a  friendly  dinpnw" 
ion  which  that  Government  haa  shown  by  an  aoto- 
il  reduction  in  the  duty  on  rice,  the  prodaeeaf  oar 
Southern  States,  anihiKinng  the  antiwpatton  that 
this  important  article  of  oar  export  will  aooo  be 
admitted  on  the  aame  footing  with  that  fndoccd 
by  tbe  moat  fbvoied  nation. 

Wl|h  tbe  other  poweta  of  £an>pe,  we  have  fin- 
(nnatcl;  had  no  eanse  of  ^Knanons  fbr  the  redreM 
of  iqjuiies.  Wltb  the  Emfdie  of  tbe  Retriat,  our 
political  connection  is  of  tbe  most  friendly,  and  our 
commercial  of  the  moat  liberal  kind.  We  a^aj 
advantages  of  navigation  and  trade,  given  to  the 
moat  favored  oation ;  but  it  baa  not  yet  soitod  thdr 

"lOy,  or  perhapa  has  not  been  fouDd  oonreni^ 
n  other  coonderations,  to  pve  atabUily  wd 
iprocity  to  thoae  ^vileges,  by  a  commerriil 
treaty.  Tbe  ill  health  of  the  Hinliter  last  year 
charged  with  making  a  propoaitltin  fbr  that  ar- 
langement,  did  not  permit  him  to  remain  at  St. 
PetenbnrB;  and  (he  attention  of  that  Qoreto- 
meat,  daring  (he  whole  of  tbe  period  rince  fail 
departnte,  baring  been  eootipied  by  the  war  in 
wUcb  it  was  engaged,  we  have  been  aaaared  that 
nothing  could  have  been  effiMsted  by  bis  prttsBce. 
A  Uiuister  will  soon  be  nominated,  as  well  to  ellect 
thii  important  object,  aa  to  keep  up  tbe  ralatitmof 
amity  and  good  ondiBiManding  of  whieh  we  luvs 
received  so  many  asmisncea  and  prooEi  from  hii 
Imperial  Hajeaty,  and  tlie  Emperor  hia  ptedtMSWf. 

The  treaty  with  Austria  la  opeidng  to  oa  an  io)- 
portant  trade  wltb  tbe  hereditary  dominioiH  of  the 
Emperor,  tbe  value  of  which  baa  been  hitherto  ht- 
tie  known,  and   of  courae  not  safficientiy  appre- 
ciated.     While  our  commerce  finda  an  entrance 
the  south  of  Germany  by  means  of  this  treaty, 
those  we  have  formed  with  tbe  Hanseatio  tovai 
and  Pmnia,  and  otbeie  now  in  n^oiiation,  will 
n  that  vast  conotry  to  the  enterpriung  ffiiiit  d 
merchants  on  the  Korth,  a  country  attouBoing  ii 
all  the  maletiala  fbr  a  mutually  beneBdal  conuneree, 
filled  wilb  enlightened  and  induatrioui  inbabiUDli, 
holding  an  Important  place  In  the  politics  of  En- 
rope,  and  to  which  we  owe  so  many  valuable  atU 
sens.    The  ratiflcation  of  the  treaty  with  the  PoM 
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VM  Kot  t»  be  eiohugcd  by  the  gcDtlaman  •ppolnt- 
«d  our  olwrgi  d'a&irea  to  tlut  court.  Sonic  diffi-. 
Eslttea  Dcmrrod  on  hii  uriTkl ;  bat  at  tbe  date  of 
kii  lut  olBcUl  deapkteh,  ha  nppoHid  tbej  had  been 
-  ..J   ._  J  .L_^  -t la  ararj  pitiapect of  llw 

IT  I  hare  thongtit 
it  praper  to  glv«  of  our  political  and  conmnTcial 
nluoaa  inEmope.    Erciy  effort  in  mj  power  will 


Ktiptodtf  of  intoreat,  neither  aakiog  oor  oi 


To  OiinB  and  the  Bm*  Indiea, 
witiinaB  Id  Ua  nsnal  extent,  and  irltb  incrtMed  fa- 
(Sda,  vhiob  tbe  credit  and  cafMtal  of  oor  moi^ 
chuu  aflbrd,  b;  aabatitatiiig  biUa  for  piLymente  in 
■pedc  A  daring  mitiage  baving  been  aommitted 
in  thOH  Mas  b;  the  plonder  of  one  of  our  mei^ 
daetmen  engaged  in  tin  pen^r  trade  at  a  port  in 
Sgiutra,  and  the  [Riatioa)  perpetrators  belonging 
to  tribei  io  aeeh  s  atata  of  weiMy  that  the  usiul 
totuig  «f  proceeding  between  cl*i1iied  nadone 
Muld  not  be  panoed,  I  forthwith  despatched  a 
Kgile  with  ordett  to  Nqnire  immediate  eatislao- 
&HI  for  tlw  injnry,  and  indemnity  to  tin  ndteeie. 

Ft*  ehangee  luLVe  taken  plaee  In  our  eonnectiona 
wiih  tbe  indepttsdent  Btataa  of  America  tinoe  mj 
IM  commonicalion  to  Congren.  The  latifieation 
«f  a  commercial  treatj  with  tbe  United  Bepubllcs 
at  Heiko  bai  been  for  some  time  o&der  delibera- 
timi  in  tbdr  Congren,  but  waa  atill  undecided  at 
the  date  of  oni  UK  despatchet.    The  nnhappj  eivU 


enuneiit  it  now  (aid  to  be  tranqnillized,  we  maj 
bopi  10011  to  modTe  the  raUBcatioa  of  the  treatj, 
•ad  an  arrangement  for  the  demarcaUon  of  the 
Ixnndariea  between  ui.  In  the  mewi  time,  &a  im- 
inrlaat  trade  haa  been  opened,  with  mntoal  benefit, 
bma  3l  Lonii  in  tbe  St&te  of  UiHonri,  by  caravana, 
M  the  Interior  prorincca  of  Mexico.  This  com- 
■MTM  ii  protected  in  iUi  proj^resa  tbroagh  the  In- 
dUa  coimtrico  by  the  troopa  of  tbe  United  Statea, 
vhicfa  haie  been  permitted  to  eacort  the  cararana 
bt;0Dd  our  boundarice  to  tbe  settled  part- of  the 
Hexican  territory. 

Frem  Central  America  I  have  receired  aaanrancea 
!•!  the  meat  friendly  kiod,  and  a  gratiiying  appUc&- 
tioD  for  our  good  offices  to  remoTC  a  aappoeed  in- 
jli>padtion  towards  that  Government  in  a  neighboi^ 
>Dg  Slate :  this  application  waa  immediately  and 
nccMrfnlly  complied  with.  They  gave  ua  also  the 
pleuisg  [ntelligence  that  differances  which  bad  prc- 
niled  in  their  Internal  affaire  had  been  peaceably 
*dj<iKed.  Onr  treaty  with  this  republia  contlnaea 
Io  be  biihfully  obeerred,  and  promises  a  great  and 
lOMficiil  commerce  between  tbe  two  countries ;  a 
t^mserae  of  the  greatest  Importance,  if  the  mag- 
"Boent  project  of  a  ahip  canal  through  the  domin- 
'°u  of  that  Bute,  from  the  Atlantie  to  the  Pacific 
t^con,  now  hi  aerioas  contemplation,  ahall  be  eie- 
nwd. 

I  have  great  satisfacdon  in  oommDnicatinfr  the 
"Men  wUeh  has  attended  the  exertions  of  our 
linuiter  in  Colombia  to  proenre  a  rer;  considerable 
rrinction  in  the  duties  on  our  Soar  in  that  republic, 
udemiiity,  also,  has  been  stipulated  for  injuries  re- 


veired  by  onr  merchants  from  illegal  a^anret ;  and 
renewed  asmrance*  are  giren  that  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  two  conntriM  shall  be  butbfuUy  ob- 

Chili  and  Peru  leem  to  be  atill  threatened  with 
civil  commotiooa  ;  and,  until  they  dull  l>e  settled, 


The  disturbences  that  took  plaoe  in  the  Empin 


dtisens  from  that  OoTenuuent,  while  they  have 
been  the  cause  of  others,  in  which  alt'foreignen 
■eem  to  hare  participated.  Instructions  hare  been 
given  to  our  Uinister  there,  to  press  for  indemnity 
doe  for  loises  occanoDed  by  these  irreKularilies, 
and  to  take  care  that  onr  fellow^ciUicns  shall  eqjoy 
all  the  privileges  stipulated  in  their  favor,  by  the 
tresty  Lately  made  between  the  two  powers ;  all 
which,  tbe  good  Intelligence  that  prevdla  between 
our  Minister  at  Rio  Janeiro  and  the  regency  give* 
us  the  best  reason  to  expect. 

I  should  have  traced  Boeooe  Ayres  on  the  list  of 
Booth  American  Powers,  in  respeot  to  which  noth- 
ing of  hnportance  affecting  us  was  to  be  communi- 
oaled,  bnt  for  occnrrencas  which  have  lately  taken 
plaoe  »i  tbe  Falkland  lalandt,  in  whfch  the  name 
of  that  repobUc  has  been  used  to  cover  with  a  show 
of  authority  sets  injurious  to  our  commerce,  and 
to  tbe  property  and  liberty  of  onr  fellow-dtiiens. 
In  the  coune  of  tbe  present  year,  c 


ingsged  in  tbe  pursuit  of  a  tnde  which  we 
always  eidoyed  without  molostation,  has  been 
captured  by  a  band  acting,  as  they  pretend,  under 


the  aathority  of  tbe  Qovemment  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
I  have  therefore  given  orders  for  the  despatch  of 
an  armed  vessel,  to  join  our  squadron  in  those  seas, 
and  aid  in  affording  all  lawful  protection  to  our 
trade  which  shall  be  necessary ;  sod  shall,  without 
delay,  send  a  Hinlster  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of 
the  circumstanoes,  and  also  of  tbe  claim,  if  any, 
that  is  set  up  by  that  Government  to  those  islands, 
In  the  mean  time,  I  sobmlt  the  case  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congreaa,  to  the  end  that  they  may  do^e 
the  Executive  with  such  suthtHity  and  means  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  for  providing  a  force  ad- 
eqiiBle  to  the  complete  protection  of  our  fellow- 
cidzens  Ashing  and  trading  in  tbo«e  eeoa. 

TbU  rapid  sketch  of  our  foreign  relations,  it  is 
hoped,  fellow  .cltliena,  may  be  of  some  use  in  so 
much  of  your  legislatioa  as  may  bear  on  tliat  im- 
portant subject  i  while  it  affords  to  the  oountiy  at 
Urge  a  source  of  high  gratification  in  the  contem- 
plation of  our  politicu  and  coimnercial  connection 
with  the  reat  of  the  world.  At  peace  with  aU— 
having  subjects  of  future  lUBerence  with  few,  and 
those  susceptible  of  easy  adjustment — extending 
our  commerce  gradually  on  all  mdes,  and  on  none 
by  any  bnt  tbe  most  liberal  and  mutually  beneficial 
meuis — we  may,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
hope  for  all  that  national  prosperity  which  can  be 
derived  from  on  ialercourse  with  foreign  nations, 
guided  by  those  eternal  principles  of  justice  and 
reciprocal  good  will  which  are  binding  as  well  upon 
Stales  OS  the   individuals  of  whom  they  ore  com- 

1  have  great  satisfaction  in  making  this  statement 
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af  our  kAJtb,  becioBe  tbe  conrea  of  our  nitionil  | 
potior  ensblei  ma  to  do  it  withoat  any  indliereet 
eipcuure  of  what  In  other  GoteramenU  ia  utnallr 
concealed  from  the  people.  HaTing  nooe  but  a 
■traightformrd,  open  couree  to  parme — ^Ided  bj 
a  dngle  priadple  that  will  bear  the  Btrougeet  light 
— we  have  happilj  do  political  combinaliona  to 
fotni,  no  aUiancea  to  entangle  at,  no  eomplicKted 


n  of  tbe  vcrld,  we  gire  no  adraDtage 
lO  other  nations,  and  la;  ouneUei  open  to  no  in- 

It  m«;  not  be  improper  to  add,  that,  to  preserre 
thia  Mate  of  ifaingt,  and  give  confidence  to  the 
worid  in  the  integnt;  of  our  deilgns,  all  our  conin- 
lar  and  dijllamatlc  agents  are  Itricllj  enjoined  to 
examine  well  eTerj  cause  of  complaint  preferred  by 
our  citiieni ;  and,  while  the;  urge  with  proper 
eamestneH  those  that  are  well  founded,  to  counte- 
nance none  that  are  unreaaonable  or  nnjuxc,  and  to 
ei^oin  on  our  mercbints  and  naiigatora  the  strict- 
eat  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  countries  to  which 
thej  resort,  and  a  coarse  of  conduct  in  their  deal- 
ings that  maj  support  the  character  of  our  nation, 
and  render  us  respected  abroad. 

CoDcected  with  this  subject,  I  must  recommend 
a  rerlsal  of  our  consular  laws.  Defects  and  omis- 
rions  h&Te  been  discovered  In  their  operation,  that 
ongfat  to  be  remedied  and  supplied.  For  yonr  fur- 
ther information  on  th[|  subject,  I  hare  <Urected  a 
report  to  be  made  bjr  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  which 
I  shall  hereafter  submit  to  jour  consideration. 

The  Internal  peace  and  secuHt;  of  our  confeder- 
ated States  Is  the  next  principal  oi^ect  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  Time  and  experience  hare 
proved  that  the  abode  of  the  nftdve  Indian  within 
their  limits  1«  dangerous  to  tbeir  peace,  and  li(]uri- 
ons  to  hiroself.  In  accordance  with  my  recommen- 
dation at  a  former  session  of  Congress,  an  appro- 
priation of  half  a  million  of  dollars  was  msde  to 
aid  the  Toluntarj  remOTal  of  the  various  tribes  be- 

Jond  the  limits  of  the  States.  At  tbe  last  session 
hod  the  happiness  to  announce  that  the  Chicba- 
■aws  and  Choctaws  had  accepted  the  generous  oBer 
of  the  Government,  and  agreed  to  remove  bejond 
the  Mississippi  River,  by  which  the  whole  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  and  the  western  part  of  Alaba- 
ma will  be  freed  from  Indian  occupancy,  and  open- 
ed to  a  civilized  populuiion.  ne  treaties  with 
theae  trilies  are  In  the  course  of  execution,  and 
their  removal,  it  Is  hoped,  will  be  completed  in  tbe 
course  of  1S33. 

At  the  requett  of  the  anthorities  of  Geor^n,  Ihe 
reglitratioii  of  Chcroltee  Indians  for  emigration  has 
been  resumed,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
one-half,  if  not  two-lhirds  of  that  tribe,  will  follow 
the  wise  eiample  of  their  more  westerly  brethren. 
Tbose  who  prefer  remaining  at  their  present  homes 
win  hereafter  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  Georgia, 
as  all  her  citiiens  are,  and  cease  to  be  the  objects  of 
peculiar  care  on  the  part  of  the  Qenenl  Oovem- 

During  the  present  year,  the  attention  of  the 
Government  baa  been  particularly  directed  to  those 
tribef  in  tbe  powerful  and  nD*biK  State  of  Ohio, 
where  considerable  tracts  of  tbe  finest  lands  were 
still  occupied  b;  the  aboriginal  proprietors.  Trea' 
ties,  either  absolute  or  conditional,  have  been  made, 
eittngnishing  the  whole  Indian  title  to  the  reserva- 
tiOQs  in  that  Slate;  and  the  time  is  not  distant,  it 


is  hoped,  when  Ohio  wiD  be  no  longer  emb«rraMed 
with  the  Indian  popolatlon.  Tbe  same  measnre  wiQ 
be  extended  to  Indiana,  as  soon  as  there  is  natcai 
to  anticipate  soccess. 

It  ia  confidently  believed  that  penerennce  for  a 
few  Tean  in  the  present  policy  of  tbe  Government 
will  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  alt  lands  lying 
within  the  Slates  composing  enr  Federal  Union, 
and  remove  beyond  their  limits  every  In^in  who 
is  not  wIlIiOK  to  submit  10  their  Uwi.  Thus  wiU  sU 
conflicting  claims  to  jurisdiction  between  the  States 
and  the  Indian  tribes  be  put  to  rest.  It  is  (rieanng 
to  reflect  that  results  so  boneflina],  not  only  to  the 
States  immediately  concerned,  bit  to  the  bannony 
of  the  Union,  will  have  been  accomplidied  by 
measures  equally  advantageous  to  tbe  Indians. 
What  the  native  savages  become  when  surmondcd 
by  a  dense  populalfmi,  and  by  mixing  with  the 
whiles,  may  be  seen  In  the  miserable  remnant*  of  a 
few  Eastern  tribes,  deprived  of  polilicU  and  civil 
rights,  forbidden  to  make  contracle,  and  subjecled 
to  euardians,  dragging  oat  a  wretched  existence, 
without  excitement,  withoat  hope,  and  almosl  witb- 
ont  thought. 

But  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  limits 
and  jnrisdiclion  of  the  States  does  not  place  Ifaem 
beyond  the  reach  of  philanthrope  aid  and  Cbrigtiao 
inatruction.  On  the  contrary,  those  whom  pbilan- 
thropy  or  religion  may  induce  to  live  among  them 
in  their  new  abode,  wiU  be  more  free  in  Ibc  exer- 
cise of  their  benevolent  fanctions,  than  if  they  had 
remained  within  tbe  limits  of  the  States,  embar- 
by  their  Internal   regulations.     Now  subject 


of  preserving  peace,  they  may  proceed  apmolcsted 
in  the  interesting  experiment  of  gradually  advanc- 
ing a  community  of  American  Indians  from  birbar* 
ism  to  the  habits  and  enjoyments  uf  civilized  life. 

Among  the  bspiueBl  effects  of  tbe  Improved  rela- 
tions of  our  republic,  baa  been  an  Increase  of  trade, 
producing  a  corresponding  increase  of  revenue,  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  Tieis- 
ury  Department. 

Tbe  state  of  the  pnblic  finances  win  be  fullj 
shown  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  tht  r*. 
port  which  he  will  presently  lay  before  yoo.  I  will 
here,  however,  congratulate  yon  npon  their  proi- 
perooa  condition.  The  revenue  received  in  the 
present  year  will  not  fait  short  of  twenty-seven  mil- 
lion seven  hundred  thousand  dollat«;  and  tbe  ei- 
pendttures  for  kit  objects  other  than  the  pubUc  debt 
will  not  exceed  fourteen  million  seven  hondred 
thousand.  The  payment  on  account  of  the  priocl- 
pal  and  interest  of  the  debt,  during  tbe  year  will 
exceed  sixteen  millions  and  a  half  of  doDan;  a 
greater  sum  than  has  been  ap|died  to  that  object, 
out  of  the  revenue,  in  any  year  nnce  tbe  enlarge- 
ment of  the  sinking  fund,  except  the  two  jntt 
fottowing  immediately  thereafter.  The  amount 
which  will  have  been  appUed  to  the  pnbUc  debt 
from  the  4tb  of  Hareh,  isaa,  to  the  1st  of  January 
next,  which  to  less  than  three  yean  nncc  the  Ad- 
ministration has  been  placed  in  my  hands,  will  ex- 
ceed forty  millions  of  dollars. 

From  tbe  large  importations  of  the  {absent  year, 
it  mav  be  ntely  estimated  that  the  revenne  wbidi 
will  be  received  into  the  Treasury  from  that  >oaroe 
during  the  next  year,  with  the  ud  of  that  received 
from  the  pnbKo  lands,  will  eonsidenbly  exceed  the 
amount  of  tbe  receipts  of  tlie  prefent  year ;  and  i> 
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ii  belicied  that  vith  tbe  me&oi  wbicb  the  GoTern- 
muil  iriil  hare  at  iu  diapoiiJ,  from  TKriaui  soarcei, 
■hicb  iriD  b«  fiitljr  sutcd  by  th>  proper  department, 
A«  wbole  of  the  public  debt  maj  be  eitiaguiabed, 
either  bf  redemption  or  purchase,  withiti  the  four 
jetn  of  mjAdmiaijtrBtioti.  We  shall  theaeihibit 
the  nra  example  of  a  great  nalJoo,  aboundiiig  in 
dU  itic  means  of  bappineu  and  security,  altogether 
fr«e  from  debt. 

Tbe  eoDfidencfl  with  whioh  the  eitiagniahment  of 
the  public  debt  maj  be  anUcipaled,  presents  an  op- 
poiluaitj  for  carrying  Into  effect  more  fullj  the 
polic;  in  relation  to  import  dnties,  which  has  been 
rKemnwnded  in  mj  former  Heessges.  A  modiSca- 
tioo  of  the  lariBT,  vhlch  shall  produce  a  reduction 
of  OUT  revenue  to  tbe  wanta  of  Gorernmeiit,  and 
«a  adjnnment  of  tbe  duOes  on  imports,  with  a  view 
to  tqui  Juilice  io  relation  to  all  anr  national  inter- 
all,  and  to  the  counteraction  of  foreign  polioj,  eo 
&riiitauT  be  injurious  to  those  in tereata,  is  deem- 
ed m  be  one  of  the  principal  objects  which  demand 
die  connderation  of  tbe  present  Congress.  Justice 
to  the  interextj  of  tbe  merchant  oa  well  as  the  man- 
n&cturer  requires  that  material  re^ucliona  in  the 
import  duties  be  prospecUte :  and  unless  the  pres- 
tol  Congress  shall  dispose  of  the  subject,  the  pro- 
pMrd  reductiona  cannot  properly  be  made  to  take 
clbcl  It  [be  period  when  the  necessity  far  the  rev- 
taiK  ari^ng  from  present  rate*  aball  cease.  It  is, 
tbertfore,  desirable  that  arrangements  be  adopted 
•1  joor  present  Msnon,  to  reliere  the  people  from 
■mnecnarj  taxation,  after  tbe  extinguishment  of 
tlu  piibliG  debL  In  the  eierdse  of  that  spirit  of 
coaceatian  and  conciliation  which  has  diatinguigbed 
Ihe  Iriends  of  onr  Union  in  all  great  emergencies, 
it  b  beHered  Ibat  tfaia  object  maj  be  effected  wlth- 
eolinjarf  to  any  national  Interest. 

In  ai  J  annoal  Hesuge  of  December,  1 829,  I  bad 
Ibe  honor  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  more 
tbenl  policf  than  that  which  then  prevailed  to- 
wirdi  imfortonate  debtors  to  the  Qorernment ;  and 
I  deem  it  mj  dut  j  a|^  to  inTlte  ;onr  attention  to 
Uunl^Mt. 

Ictualed  by  tlmilar  views,  CongreAS  at  their  last 
■rnion  paSKd  an  act  for  the  relief  oF  certain  in- 
^vtiit  debtors  of  tbe  United  States :  but  tbe  pro- 
fiaons  of  that  law  hare  not  been  deemed  such  as 
*ere  adequate  to  that  relief  to  thii  unfortunate 
■^  of  oar  fellow-ciliiens,  whioh  ma;  be  safely  ei- 
toutsd  lo  them.  Hie  points  in  which  the  law  ap- 
pcan  to  be  defective  will  be  particnlarly  commnni- 
aled  by  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury :  and  I  tike 

poiidau  as  wilt  unfetter  the  enterprise  of  a  val- 
uble  portion  of  our  dlliens,  and  restore  to  them 
tbe  means  of  usefulness  to  themselves  and  the  com- 
nuity.  While  deliberating  upon  this  sabjeot,  I 
•oold  also  recommend  to  your  consideration  Uie 
I^opriely  of  so  modifying  the  laws  for  enforcing 
t»  payinent  of  debts,  due  either  to  tbe  public  or 
^  individuals  suing  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
"'to,  a)  to  restrict  the  imprisonment  of  the  per^ 
JM  to  cases  of  fraudnlent  concealment  of  property. 
<M  petsonat  liberty  of  the  citliea  sMnu  too  sacred 
to  be  heU,  u  In  many  cases  it  now  is,  at  the  will  of 
'  creditor  la  whom  he  Is  willing  to  surrender  all 
"^euu  he  has  of  dlKharglng  his  debt. 

The  npon*  from  the  Secretariee  of  the  War  and 
'1i|y  Department*,  and  from  the  Postmaster  Oen- 
pli  *Ueh  sceompaay  this  Message,  present  satia- 
wtory  views  of  the  operation*  of  the  departmenle 
Tot-n^IB 


respectively  under  their  charge;  and  enggest  im- 
provemeota  which  are  worthy  of,  and  lo  which  I 
invite,  the  serious  attention  of  Congress.  Cer- 
tain defects  and  omiasions  having  been  disDorered 
in  the  operation  of  the  laws  reapeuUiig  patent*, 
Ihej  are  pointed  out  in  tbe  accompanying  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  SUte. 

I  have  heretofore  recommended  anwndments  of 
the  federal  constitution  giving  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  to  tba  peojde,  and 
limiting  the  service  of  the  former  to  a  ^ngle  lerm. 
So  important  do  I  cooaider  Ibese  changes  in  our 
fundamental  law,  that  I  cannot,  in  accordance  with 
niy  aeose  of  duty,  omit  to  press  Ihcm  upon  the 
consideration  of  a  new  Congress.  For  my  view* 
more  at  large,  as  well  in  relation  lo  these  points  as 
to  tbe  disquulification  of  Hembers  of  Coograss  to 
receive  an  offloe  &om  a  Prerident  in  whose  election 
they  have  hod  an  official  agency,  which  I  proposed 
as  a  Bubstitnte,  J  refer  you  to  my  former  Messages. 

Oar  system  of  pobliu  accounts  is  extremely  com- 
plicated, and,  it  is  believed,  maybe  much  improved. 
Much  of  the  present  machinery,  and  a  considenble 
portion  of  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  may 
be  dispensed  with,  while  greater  facilities  con  b« 
afforded  to  the  liquidation  of  claims  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  an  examination  into  their  justice  and 


recommend  tbe  antiject  to  tbe  attention  of  Con- 
gres*. 

I  deem  it  my  duly  again  to  call  yonr  attention  to 
the  condition  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  wo* 
doubtless  wise  in  the  framera  of  our  conatitntion  to 
place  the  people  of  tbis  District  under  tbe  jurisdic- 
tion of  tbe  Qeneral  Qoveroment ;  but  to  accomr 
plisb  tbe  objects  they  bad  in  view,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary tliat  this  people  should  be  deprived  of  all  the 
privileges  of  self-government.  Independently  of 
the  dItBculty  of  inducing  the  Representatives  of 
distant  States  to  turn  their  attention  to  projects  of 
laws  which  are  not  of  the  highest  interest  to  their 
constituents,  they  ere  not  Individnally,  nor  ia  Coo- 
gresi  collectively,  well  qualifled  to  legislate  over 
the  local  concema  of  this  District.  Consequently, 
its  interests  ore  much  neglected,  and  the  people  are 
almost  afraid  to  present  Iheii  grievances,  lest  a 
body,  In  which  they  are  not  represented,  and  which 
feelr  little  sympathy  in  their  local  reUiions,  should, 
in  its  attempt  to  mi^e  laws  for  them,  do  more  harm 
than  good.  Ooverned  by  Ibe  laws  of  the  States, 
whence  they  were  severed,  tbe  two  shores  of  the 
Potomac,  within  the  ten  miles  sqaare,  have  differ- 
ent penal  codes  ;  not  tbe  preaeut  codes  of  Virginia 
and  Marybuid,  but  Hoch  as  existed  in  those  States 
at  the  time  of  the  ceaaion  to  the  United  States.  A* 
Congress  will  not  form  *  new  code,  and  as  the  peo- 
ple of  the  IHstrict  cannot  make  one  for  themselves, 
they  are  virtually  under  two  Qovemmenta.  I*  It 
not  just  to  allow  them  at  least  a  delegate  in  Con- 
gress, if  not  a  local  Legishtture  to  t^kz  laws  for 
the  District,  sntgect  to  the  approval  or  rejection  of 
Congress  f  I  earnestly  recommend  the  extension 
to  them  of  every  political  right  which  tiieir  inter- 
eats  require,  and  trnich  may  1m  compatible  with  the 


The  extension  of  tba  judiciary  system  of  the 
Dnited  Stales  is  deemed  to  be  one  of  the  daties  ol 
Government.  One-fourth  of  the  States  in  the 
Union  do  not  partldpate  In  the  beneSts  of  a  circuit 
court.    To  tbe  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mtssonri, 
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Alabama,  Miamadppi,  and  Louisiana,  admitted  Into 
the  Unlan  ■iuce  the  preaent  Judicial  Ryit«m  wai  or- 
gsnized,  on!}'  a  district  court  has  been  allowed.  If 
this  be  BuIDdeat,  then  the  circuit  courU,  already 
eiiating  in  eighteen  Slates,  ought  to  be  aboliibed ; 
if  it  be  not  aufflcient,  the  defect  ought  to  be  rem- 
edied, and  these  States  placed  on  the  aame  footing 
with  the  Dtlier  meinbers  of  [he  nnioo.  It  wa«  on 
this  condilioo,  and  on  this  footing,  that  tfae;  cDtei^ 
ed  the  Union  j  and  they  may  demand  circuit  courU 
aa  a  matter,  not  of  cooceauon,  bat  of  right.  I 
tnut  tbat  Congress  will  not  a^joujn,  leaving  this 
Miotoaly  in  oar  system. 

Entertaioing  the  opii^na  heretofore  expressed 
In  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a*  «t 
Dfeient  onaniied,  I  telt  it  mj  duty,  in  my  fonner 
Jfeaaages,  inakly  to  disclose  them,  in  order  that 
the  atCen^OQ  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people 
should  be  seasooahly  (Ureeted  lo  that  important 
sul^ect,  and  that  it  might  be  considered  and  finallj 
disposed  of  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  ends  of  (he  constitution,  and  subserve  the  pub- 
lic interests.  Hanng  thus  conacientioualj  disclurg- 
ed  a  oonstitutioual  duty,  I  deem  it  proper,  on  this 
occssion,  without  a  more  particular  reference  to  the 
Tiewi  of  the  subject  then  expressed,  to  leave  it  for 
the  present  to  the  investigation  of  an  enlightened 
people  and  their  repntseniatiTes. 

la  conclusion,  permit  me  to  invoke  that  power 
which  superintends  all  Gavemmenls,  to  iofose  into 

Cr  deliberations,  at  this  important  orisia  of  our 
ory,  a  sfurit  of  mutual  forbearance  and  concili- 
ation. In  that  spirit  wm  our  UnioD  formed,  and  in 
that  siririt  must  it  be  preserved. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WoSRiMOTOV,  Ditemitr  6,  IBSl. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Knfo,  it  was  ordered  thai 
three  thonsand  copies  of  the  Message,  aod  fif- 
teen huadred  copies  of  the  accompan^iDg  doo- 
nmeats,  be  printed  for  tbe  n»  of  ue  Senate. 


'WxDinsDAT,  December  7. 
State  of  (iA«  Fman/it*. 
The  Preaideat  of  the  8enat«  coromonicated 
the  Anaual  report  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Tr«as- 
nry  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  the  reading  of 
which  was  dispensed  with,  and  fifteen  hondred 
additional  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Thubsdat,  December  8. 
Impritoammt  <tf  Amtriean  CUtatni. 

The  following  resolation,  yesterday  gnbmit- 
ted  by  Mr.  Spkigce,  was  conudered  and 
agreed  to: 

"  Baolttd,  That  tho  President  of  the  tTniUd  Stales 
be  requested  to  communicate  with  the  Senate,  If 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  intereat,  all  the 
information  in  his  power,  relative  to  the  capture, 
abduction,  and  imprisonment  of  American  citiiens, 
by  the  provincial  authorities  of  Kow  Brunswick, 
aud  the  measures  which,  in  caoseqaence  thereof, 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States." 


MoNDAT,  December  13. 
The  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stat«s  it- 
tended   to-day,  and    took   the  chair  of  tlie 


WsDSEBDAT,  December  14. 

The  following  Me«sage  from  the  Preddent  of 
the  United  States  was  received,  and  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed : 

Wtiaiiraroir,  DtambT  IS,  IStl. 
ThUitSmaUof  tht  UnUtdBtoin: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  obedience  to  a  rewlnlialt 
of  the  Senate  of  the  Bth  December,  IS3I,  sD  tlie 
loformatioD  in  the  posseaaion  of  the  Executin,  let- 
ative  to  the  capture,  abduction,  and  impriMftiatiil 
of  American  ojEizens  by  the  provincial  anlhoritiM 
of  New  Brunswick ;  and  the  measures  which,  in 
consequence  thereof,  have  been  adapted  by  lim 
Executive  of  the  United  SUtea. 

ANDREW  JACE60K. 


UoBDAT,  December  19. 
EUUiontf  OiffUtn. 

The  Ohur  aimonnoed  the  order  of  the  diy, 
for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  the  (rfBeenof 
the  Senate,  and  desired  the  members  to  prepiK 
their  ballots  for  Secretary. 

The  ballot  was  then  taken  for  SeereUJTi 
when  there  appeared — 

For  Walter  Lowrie,  -        -       -    40  votM. 

Scattering,       ...       -     1 

The  Senate  then  baQoted  for  a  principil 
doorkeeper  when  Moun^oy  Bayly  wis  ifr 
elected  without  opposition, 

Mr.  Shacikfard,  of  MisNinri,  was  eledM  ■>■ 
ustant  doorkeeper ;  and 

The  several  officers  were  sworn  in  by  u» 
Preudent  of  the  Senate. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Dnrbin,  of  Zentoeky,  was 
elected  ch^ilain  on  the  psjrt  of  the  SensW. 

The  Senate  then  spent  a  short  time  in  cn«<- 
tive  boriness ;  and  then  a^oomed. 

TcSBDAT,  December  20. 
TK»  Tariff— Dutiu  *"•  '^'^ 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  oon^J* 
tion  of  the  following  report,  made  yesttmiiy 
from  ttie  Committee  on  finance : 
The  Commitlee  on  Hoaoce,  to  which  wen  refwrri 
the  memorials  of  the  importers  and  **m  " 
teas,  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Bolanonj,  sdo 
Fittaburg,  report : 
That  the  memorialists  pi*y,  that  in  «*  .'^PftS 
shall  contemplate  any  reduction  in  tie  duUti  " 
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tSl. 


tcu,  ibit  luch  reduction  id*j  be  made  to  take  effect 
Imm  lod  after  the  Slit  December  of  the  present 
for ;  be'iDg  the  ume  time  at  which  the  act  of  the 
Ulh  ]faj,  1B30,  «nUtled  "  An  act  to  reduce  the 
dutiea  on  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoi,"  will  take  effect  oa 
tcu:  their  olyeet  being  that  wheneiar  reduction 
in  Ihe  daliei  on  teas  ma;  be  made,  that  it  may 
opente  aimultaneauslj  with  (he  said  act  of  Maj, 
18S0. 

The  committee  deemed  It  proper  to  consult  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaitrr  on  the  lubject,  aod  par- 
Ikalarij  ta  to  the  effect  an  immediate  reduction  of 
the  daliei  iTOtUd  have  on  the  finances  of  the  nation. 
Hiiansver,  theyaslc  permiMloit  to  aubmit  a«  part 
of  Ibeir  report. 

The  eemmittee  are  fnlt;  aware  of  the  ineonTen- 
ince  which  mmt  arise  Ut  commercial  men,  by  fre- 
funt  elwngea  in  the  duties.  Tfaey  are  coastruned, 
iKHrerer,  to  report  that  it  ia  inexpedient  to  act  on 
)ke  lotgcct  of  the  memorials  at  thia  time. 

TutABuaT  DEr.uTKurT, 

Dmmbtr  IB,  IBSl. 

Sia:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
Ittttr  of  the  lith  instant,  accompanied  by  a  me- 
Boriai  o[  aundry  merchanu  of  Ifew  York,  praying 
that  any  tbrtber  contemplated  reduction  in  the 
duties  on  lea  may  take  effect  on  th«  1st  of  Janu- 
*ry,  183i. 

Li  answer  to  your  request  that  I  would  state  the 
tleet  npoa  the  reienue  of  the  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  teaa  to  oertun  ntei  which  liare  been  pro- 
posed by  persons  engaged  in  the  tea  tiade,  to  go 
into  operation  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  I  beg 
ksie  to  stale,  generally,  that  such  a  reduction 
codd  not  be  nude  without  materially  disturbing 
the  Mthnates  presented  in  the  Ute  aiinaal  report 
Iroia  this  deparment  on  the  state  of  the  floances, 
nor  eoBBStently  with  the  views  entertained  as  to 
Ihe  eniire  payment  of  the  debt  on  or  before  the  3d 
of  Harcb,  1B3S. 

WUhout  more  precise  iofoniiation  than  the  de- 
JMrtment  possesses  of  the  quaaljty  of  tea  In  store, 
il  ii  difficult  to  famish  the  details  you  reqaest.  The 
quntjlj,  however,  may  be  supposed  to  be  greater 
ttalo  it  otherwise  would  be,  in  consequence  of  the 
mntaal  desire,  both  of  the  importer  and  the  retail 
detter,  to  preserve  an  much  as  possible  of  the  im- 
portition,  for  the  benefit  of  the  reduced  duties 
■Udt  are  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  January 
uu 

It  will  appear  from  the  statement  herewith  trans- 
nitted,  that  the  proposed  reduction  would  be  at- 
toded  viih  a  probable  diminution  in  the  revenue, 
tujing  from  half  a  million  downwards,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  tea  wbich  may  be  found  actually 
in  itore  on  the  1st  of  Janosry. 

Il  il  beliered,  moreover,  that  tho  principal  benc- 
lUctthe  proposed  reduction  would  be  conferred 
da  the  importer  rather  ihiin  the  consumer.  If,  u 
>•  understood  to  be  the  fact,  there  Is  a  em&ll  quan- 
li?  of  tea  in  the  hands  of  the  retail  dealers,  it 
sight  not  follow  Chat  the  prices  either  of  that  now 
in  bond,  or  of  that  ordered  for  importation,  would 
fill  in  proportion  tO'tbe  reduction^  whereas,  the 
importer  can  suffer  neither  Iobs  nor  iacoDvenience 
from  the  operation  of  a  law,  with  a  view  to  which 
^  buaness  has  been  regulated  for  more  than  a 

The  department  la  not  satiefied — though  upon 
llui  point  1  do  not  widi  to  be  considered  aa  ex- 


pressing a  positive  opinion — that  it  will  be  expedi- 
ent at  any  time  to  r»luce  the  duties  on  teu  mate- 
rially lover  than  the  rates  of  January  next.  These 
duties  will  not  be  aufflciently  high  to  affect,  in  any 
sensible  degree,  the  consumption  of  the  article; 
and  though  diminished  upon  an  Importation  equal 
to  that  of  ISSO,  from  |i,049,34S  OS,  to  t69B,- 
974  40,  yet  they  will  always  be  a  safe  source  of 
revenue.  In  a  general  revision  of  the  tariff.  Con- 
gress will  find  a  great  convenience  In  druwing  the 
revenue  from  as  few  articles  as  may  be  conalstent 
with  the  Interest*  of  the  community.  Instead  of  be- 
ing subjected  to  the  necesuly  of  spreading  it  over 
nunerous  commodities ;  and  there  are  cogent  rea- 
sons why  any  further  reduction  on  teas  should  await 
such  general  revldon  of  the  eiistiog  duties  u  the 
state  of  tho  finances  and  public  eipendilure  ma; 
call  for.    The  memorial  is  herewith  returned. 

Any  further  reduction  which  it  may  then  be  found 
expedient  to  make,  may  be  readily  adapted,  both  in 
amount  and  in  time,  to  the  interests  and  conven- 
ience of  the  Importer*. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  willi  great  respect,  your 


LOmS  If oLAKE, 
Btvrtlary  of  th«  Tnatury. 
The  Hon.  8.  Smith, 

Chuirman  ^  Uu  Cbmmttfss  on  finanet,  Stitatt, 

'WSDNsasAT,  Ssaaarj  4,  1S82. 
Amtriean  Slate  Paptrt. 
The  YiOK  PREsmxirc  oommnnloated  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

7b  Iht  lumonAU  th«  Sennit  of  Ihe  UkiUd  Btattt : 

The  undcTsgned  respectfHilly  represent,  that,  en* 
couraged  thereto  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last 
session  authoriung  a  subscription  to  the  work,  tbey 
have  not  only  made  a  beginning,  but  have  mads 
considerable  progress.  In  the  eiecotlon  of  their 
propoidUon  for  publishing  a  compilation  of  the 
pubho  documents  of  the  I^ited  States.  They  have 
DOW  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  the  Senate  two  vol- 
umes, which,  excepting  tbe  iadexes  thereto,  not 
yet  ready  for  the  press,  add  the  title-pages,  which 
are  but  lemporarily  composed,  they  respectfWly 
submit  as  samples  of  the  whole  worlu 

In  the  arrangement  as  well  as  the  selection  of 
the  materisla  of  this  great  national  work,  they  have 
been  governed  by  the  deciuona  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,  under  whose  directions,  moreover,  ei- 
clusively,  the  materiala  of  It  have  tieen  prepared 
for  the  press.  To  their  intelligence,  industry,  and 
dlecrimination,  and  that  of  the  gentlemen  in  their 
reapeciive  offices,  it  will  owe  whatever  value  it  pos- 
sesses l>eyond  that  of  a  mere  print  and  reprint  of 
the  docnments  on  tbe  files  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  Tbe  caution  of  Congress,  in  committing 
these  matters  to  their  ability  and  discretion,  rather 
than  to  that  of  tbe  publishers,  baa.  In  the  oi^OQ 
of  the  nnderngned,  been  juetified.in  tbe  fullest  ex- 
tent by  the  order,  and  the  form  and  pressure  which 
have  been  given  to  the  work. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  documents,  the  prin- 
ciple of  clasuScation  has  been  adopted,  the  advan- 
tages of  which  will  be  apparent  upon  the  slightest 
examination  of  the  samples  of  It  herewith  trans- 
mitled.    Tbe  two  Tolomes  now  presented  ue  not 
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the  llrat  in  the  Miiea,  but  ire  those  which  luii 
been  mwt  euilj  cotUled.  One  of  them.  It  win  be 
diteoTered,  comprisei  tU  th«  eouereuloiul  docD- 
meDli  upon  Indian  Aflkics,  (one  of  Itie  eltww,)  from 
the  beginning  nf  the  Ooreniment  up  to  tba  com- 
meneement  of  the  14th  Congren,  to  which  date, 
(4th  Much,  IBIS,  InclosiTe,)  tbe  plui  of  the  preaeut 
MriM  eitenda.  The  other  is  the  fliM  volnme  of 
the  daa  of  FInanoe,  the  whole  of  which  ocauplel 
two  Tolnmea.  When  tndexea,  co^nona  and  weQ 
dtgiMted,  »uoh  «»  are  In  preparation,  an  added  to 
tMM  To1i<Tne«,  tber  will  afford  a  fa^lity  10  the  in- 
TMtigationi  of  our  legtslaton,  whether  In  debates 
or  in  committee  bnalnen,  which  will  amplj  com- 
pensate for  th«  expense  of  the  pubUcatlon,  without 
adverting  to  tfaeir  valne  ai  nttional  memoriale, 
which  of  itwlf,  It  la  reapectfnilr  lubmitted,  would 
bare  fully  Jnstifled  the  nnction  which  has  been 
glTeo  to  tbU  nndertaking. 

The  (wo  Tolmnee  herewith  preaented  comprise 
about  one-half  of  what  haa  been  already  done  In 
the  printing  of  tbe  work,  which  is  in  the  coarse  of 
steady  prosecntlon,  sod  of  whicb  It  la  hoped  eight 
OP  ten  TolumeB  maj  be  ready  for  dellTery  before 
the  close  of  the  present  CoDgreai. 

Of  the  execution  of  this  work,  for  which  alone 
the  undersigned  have  any  right  to  ere^t,  they  beg 
leave  to  observe,  only,  tnat  they  have  endeavored 
to  make  it  inch  ai  should  be  creditable  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  as  should  justify  the  liberal  conSdeoce 
which,  by  the  act  of  tbe  last  session,  Congrea  has 
reposed  in  the  undertakers.  They  confidently  sub- 
mit its  merits  to  a  comparison  with  those  of  any 
other  work  of  the  like  nature,  ever  published  in 
this  or  any  other  country. 

A  superficial  ciamlnatioa  of  these  sample  vol- 
umes will  suffice  to  satiafj  the  iatelligent  observer 
Of  tbe  importance  of  the  work  to  the  public  service, 
and  to  tbe  history  of  the  ooontry.  Documents  of 
the  highest  interest  will  be  found  En  it,  which  were 
rither  before  unknown  to  (he  present  generation, 
or  forgotten  by  it,  thosgb  yet  of  modem  antiquity. 
Some,  wluch  have  lain  burled  under  the  mass  of 
less  important  papers  which  it  has  not  been  deemed 
nsefut  to  ioclude  in  this  pnblica(ion,  are  such  as  eo- 
lighten  obscure  passages  <□  our  civil  history,  and 
add  new  motives  for  (he  veneration  with  which  the 
memory  of  the  early  actora  io  the  Government  is 
habitually  cherished.  The  class  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tioos,  first  in  order,  but  stupcnded  in  its  execution 
(o  await  the  decision  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the 
publicity  of  some  of  the  documents  whicb  it  woidd 
appear  properly  to  comprise,  will,  when  oompletod, 
be  one  of  the  most  Interesting  and  instructive 
works  that  has  issued  from  the  pren  within  the 
Jaat  thirty  years,  possessing  all  the  attraction  of 
Action,  sanctified  by  all  the  fidelity  of  truth. 

Th«  undeiri^ed  will  only  add,  that  (he  sample 
volumes  herewith  submitted  have  been  put  in  dif- 
fercDt  Uodings,  with  a  riew  (o  consult  the  geoeral 
opinion  aa  to  which  description  ie  preferable. 

An  whidi  Is  respectfully  submitted  by  tbe  pub- 
Hsbers.  OALES  &  SEATON. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Ems,  of  Alabama,  tbe  letter 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  was  referred  to 
-the  Oommittee  on  the  libraij. 


ABKIDGMENT  OP  THE 

Dalg  at  Utin  Bbatett. 


TaintBDAi,  Jannarf  S. 
Duly  on  Itidian  BlanitU. 

Tbe  bill  to  rednce  the  duty  on  Indian  blsn- 
kets,  aod  certain  otbec  Indian  goods,  [iDtnv 
dnced  yesterday,  on  leave,  by  Mr.  Bmos,] 
was  read  the  second  time ;  when 

Mr.  Bbntok  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  finance.  He  thongfat,  injustice  tnd 
propriety,  the  hill  ought  to  go  to  toe  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affurs  for  coneideratMHi ;  bn(  be 
yielded  to  the  opinions  of  others,  and  'consent- 
ed to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  oa  Fbnnoe. 

Mr.  DioEEBSON  raoved  to  refer  the  tuU  to  the 
Committee  on  Mann&ctnresL 

Mr.  BiHTOB  Bwd  that  ho  perceived  tbil  tbe 
gentleman  was  disposed  to  have  the  present 
bill  to  take  the  same  coarse  that  tbe  Mit  bill 
heretofore  introduced  had  taken.  He  wis  of 
□pinion  that  there  was  another  committee,  be- 
sides that  of  Finance,  that  shoold  take  [nvce- 
dence  of  the  Oommittee  on  Manniketiiies.  He 
itUnded  to  tbe  Oommittee  on  Indian  AtHurfc 
That  oommittee  had  tbe  oonoeras  (^  tbe  k- 
dians,  and  the  trade  of  the  United  S(Mm  vitb 
them,  nnder  their  enpervlsion ;  and  as  the 
present  bill  proposed  a  meoHnre  calenlatefl  to 
tSSvA  that  trade,  :t  more  properly  belonged  to 
that  committee,  than  to  the  Committee  m 
Mannfbctores.  It  was  the  province  of  tte 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  know  haw  tht 
trade  with  the  Indians  was  carried  on,  wbetber 
tbe  articles  obtuned  from  them  « 


D  were  preciir«d 
r  seoreuy  snmfr 
Odnmbia.   Tbu 


sled  from  tbe  moatli  of  the  Odnmbte. 
bill  was,  like  its  predecessor,  deigned  to  efiM 
a  rednction  of  tbe  public  bordens,  by  dimiuiab- 
ing  the  revenne  derived  from  datiM  on  im- 
ports ;  and  its  oonnecUoQ  with  the  mljfect  of 
Jn^an  afiUrs,  in  his  opinion,  gave  it  t  fur 
claim  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  en  Id- 
djan  AffUrs ;  bnt,  aa  that  comibittee  was  Itkelj 
to  be  objected  to,  he  would  waive  this  refer- 
ence, and  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Owi- 
mittee  on  finance. 

The  qneetiOD  then  occurred  on  referring  tb« 
bill  to  the  Oommittee  on  Hannfkctnres. 

Mr.  BiMTOK  said  he  d>oald  olgeet  to  tti» 
reference.  He  observed  that  it  was  tbe  ip- 
parent  intention  of  certain  gentlemen  to  give 
every  thing  Into  the  hands  o(  the  ComBiiltie 
on  Mannfaotnres — Implying  that  tbey  akoe 
I  competent  to  eiamine  and  report  on 
qneations  of  great  national  interest  or  irapor- 
tanoe.  He  nnderstood  that,  by  tie  rnl«  « 
the  Senate,  bills  were  to  be  sent  to  that  mm- 
mittee  which  were  friendly  to  the  meMure,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  receiving  amendments,  if  ne«»- 
sary,  and  rendered  as  i^eot  as  possiMe  before 
tbey  were  bronght  forward  for  a  fall  and  Sul 
discnswon.  He  ehoald  therefiMe  oliJect "  •" 
reference  of  this  bill  to  the  CommitUe  on  Ib^ 
nfecto^e^  on  the  gronnd  of  its  not  l>di«iw 
lar  or  correct  parliamentarf  coarse  to  re!" 

to  a  committee  known  to  be  dirtctly  tr 

posed  to  their  principles  or  objeots.    He  if«™ 
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repeat,  that  all  legislative  proceediDga  of  tliis 
kind  were  bottomed  od  the  priaciple  that  billt 
OD  their  firat  inlroductJon  ahoiild  be  iatmsted 
to  tbe  biends  of  the  meaaare,  for  the  pnrpoae 
of  being  corrected  and  rendered  aa  perfect  aa 
ita  frieuds  could  make  it,  before  it  was  broa^ht 
forward  t«  receire  the  Kratio;  of  ita  enemies, 
and  pu9  the  ordeal  of  a  public  eiaminatioo. 
The  conne  proposed  by  the  geotleman  from 
New  Jersey  he  considered  a  violation  of  the 
Ktablubed  coane  of  all  legislative  proceedinge, 
and  ooatrsr;  to  all  parliamentary  rules  relative 
to  the  refereDoe  of  oills. 

[Hers  Ur.  B.  read  fWim  the  manaal  of  the 
mtes  of  the  Senate,  and  the  asagea  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  in  confirma^n  of  the  position 
otainuined,  toe  following  extracts :  "  Those 
who  would  totally  destroy,  will  not  amend ;" 
"the  child  is  not  to  be  put  to  a  nurse  that 
oares  not  for  it"| 

Ur.  B.  resomed.  A  child  was  not  to  be  put 
ont  to  a  nivae  who  woold  neglect  the  care  of 
it,  or  anffer  it  to  die  for  waiit  of  nourishment. 
Xeither  was  a  measure  proposed  in  the  Senate 
of  the  TInited  States  to  be  given  to  ita  enemies 
£»r  the  purpose  of  being  matured,  corrected, 
and  rendered  St  for  public  esafnination.  The 
ctmsequenoe  of  snch  a  course  could  be  easily 
foreseen :  it  would  be  suffered  to  lie  neglected 
nntil  every  ttung  else  in  their  bands  waa  fin- 
i^ed;  and  if  bronght  forward  at  all,  it  would 
probably  be  ao  near  the  close  of  the  aesaion. 
that  it  woald  be  lost  for  want  of  time ;  and 
tlteu  K>  mangled  and  deformed,  that  ita  friends 
woold  sot  be  able  to  reoognize  iL  And  there- 
fore, the  present  bill,  together  with  the  bill  to 
abolish  the  duty  on  alum  salt,  wonld  die  on 
their  band^  and  be  fallowed  to  the  grave  by 
Um  gentleman  and  his  committee,  though  not 
in  the  character  of  mouroers.  No,  sir,  sud 
Hr.  B^  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  a 
hostile  committee,  to  be  retomed,  with  broken 
limbs  and  mangled  features,  to  this  Senate,  for 
their  ^)provaL  Snch  a  committee  has  nothing 
lodo  with  iL  it  onght  even  to  refuse  to  re* 
CMve  it;  to  show  which,  he  read  &om  the 
munal  this  sentence :  that  "  when  any  mem- 
ber who  is  against  the  bill  hears  himself  named 
o(  its  committee,  he  should  ask  to  be  es- 
oued,"'  to.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  hoped  the 
Seoate  wonld  allow  the  bill  to  go  to  ue  com- 
mittee where  it  would  be  perfected  and  bronght 
forward  in  proper  time. 

Ur,  DicEBBsox  aud  that  he  waa  aware  that 
it  WIS,  or  had  been,  a  role  in  the  British  Par- 
liuieDt,  In  certun  cases  of  reference,  to  com- 
mit Um  measure  to  ita  friends ;  bnt  the  practice 
oC  the  American  Senate  was  different  That 
body  had  standine  oommittees ;  and  it  had  not 
heratofbre  been  tneir  onstom  to  take  notice  of 
fiiendt  or  enemies  in  questions  of  this  kind,  or 
la  mter  into  an  inquiry  to  asoertain  who  were, 
or  who  were  not,  friendly  to  the  proposed 
measure.  He  believed  it  wonld  Im  a  conrae  as 
uuMceptable  as  it  was  uncommon,  to  institute 
u  inquiry  in  every  case  of  this  kind  for  the 


{SOAT 


purpose  of  ascertaining  who  were  enemies  and 
who  were  friends  of  the  measure  proposed. 
He  would  ask  the  genUeman  from  Missouri 
how  he  knew  that  the  Committee  on  Uannfao- 
torea  were,  or  would  be,  hostile  to  the  present 
bilL  How  does  he  know  that  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  or  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
are  fKendly  to  it  t  It  would  be  a  very  strange 
coarse  of  proceeding,  in  his  ooinion,  to  inm- 
tute  snch  an  inqniry.  Sir,  saia  Mr.  D.,  «  very 
important  oltject  to  be  attained  by  referring 
bills  to  oommittees,  {a,  to  enable  them  to  exam- 
ine, approve,  or  disapprove  of,  and  report  ao- 
oordinglj' — not  flnaUy  to  decide  their  fate. 
For  Instance,  if,  upon  examination  and  inquiry, 
they  should  see  that  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
poaed  measure  would  materially  injure  some 
important  interest,  it  woold  be  their  duty  to 
state  their  views  of  the  sulgeot  for  the  conud- 
eralion  of  the  Senate.  It  was  the  province  of 
the  committee  simply  to  report  its  opinion — 
not  to  pass  or  r^ect  the  bill.  No  committee^ 
said  Mr.  D.,  can  break,  supprees,  or  deform  a 
bill.  They  can  only  report  upon  it ;  and  if 
the  report  does  not  meet  the  views  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  they  are  at  liberty  to  <ro- 
pose  iL  If  the  report  is  delayed  beyond  the 
proper  time,  they  nave  a  right  to  demand  ita 

Spearance,  by  a  rule  of  the  Senate  which  'an- 
arizes  a  call  upon  the  committee  for  a  report 
The  committee,  Mr.  D.  said,  could  only  modify 
the  bill ;  they  had  no  power  to  oontrol  iL  In 
conclusion,  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  follow 
the  usual  practice,  and  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Mannfacturea. 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Uanu&ctnrea,  and 
agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tbas.— Heaara.  BeU,  Buckuer,  Clay,  pallaa,  Dick- 
eraon,  Dudley,  Ening,  Foot,  Frelingbujeen,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnslou,  Knight.  Xarcy,  Nm>- 
daiii,  Pceatisa,  Robbius,  Bobinson,  Buggtea,  Bey- 
tnour,  SiUbce,  Tomlinaon,  Woggaxoan,  Webster, 
WilkloB— !S. 

NAva.— Meaira.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  EQis,  For- 
ajlh,  Orundy,  Hayne,  Hit),  King,  Hangum,  Miller, 
Hoore,  Bmith,  Tuewell,  Tiploo,  Troop,  Tyler, 
White— IB. 

After  the  oonnderatdon  of  a  nmnbet  of  pri- 
vate bills. 

The  Senate  a^ionmed  to  Monday. 

MoNUAT,  Jannary  9. 
Bank  of  He  Unittd  Staltl. 


pany  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 
7b  Ote  Benatt  and  Hotue  of  Atpvtmloftwt  t^  (A* 
U-KU*i  Si4iitt  in  OmffrtM  aiimiltd : 

The  meDwrial  of  the  PreiideDt,  Hreetors,  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  In  the 
name  and  in  behalf  of  the  atockbolden  of  the  bank, 
remccfiilly  reprea 

That-'--    ■--  - 
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deem  it  Ihcir  duty  to  iovits  the  atteatioD  of  Con- 
gren  to  its  rcnewkL 

The  general  coniideralioni  irblcli  caased  tlie  es- 
tabliabment  of  the  bank,  tbe  nunner  in  vhicb  it 
bu  executed  tbe  duties  usigned  lo  it,  and  tbe 
reuone  wbich  Tecammend  ilH  coalianaace,  yoat 
memorialiats  forbear  to  discun,  ^nce,  of  these  sob- 
jeets,  your  honorable  bodies  are  more  competent 
and  appropriate  jndges.  The;  Kill  therefore  merely 
state  llie  views  which  Induce  their  applicatioD  at 
this  lime. 

CnlesB  the  question  is  dedded  b;  tbe  present 
Congress,  no  deSnitive  action  upon  It  can  be  ex- 
pected until  within  two  years  of  the  exjuntion  of 
the  charter — a  period  before  wbich.  In  the  ofunioa 
«f  your  meniDrislUts,  It  Is  highl;  expedient,  not 
merely  in  reference  to  the  InsUtation  ilself,  but  to 
tha  more  importaat  interests  of  (he  nation,  that  the 
determination  of  Congress  should  be  known.  In- 
dependently of  tbe  infloence  which  tbe  bsnk  was 
desigoed  to  possess,  and  which  it  necewarilf  exer- 
cises oTer  the  state  of  the  currency,  by  wbich  all 
the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the  community  are 
regulated,  its  own  loime^sle  operations  are  con- 
nected Intimately  with  tbe  local  buduess  oF  almost 
•very  section  of  the  United  Stales,  with  the  com- 
mercial Interchanges  between  the  several  Statec, 
and  the  intercoune  of  them  all  with  foreign  na- 
tions. 

Of  the  Talne  ta  tho  conunonity  of  the  system 
which,  after  long  and  sniiou*  eflbrts,  and  at  great 
wcuniary  sacrifices,  your  memorialists  bare  at 
length  succeeded  in  establishing,  it  is  not  for  them 
to  speak  ;  their  more  immediate  purpose  Is  to  rep- 
resent, as  they  do,  most  respectfully,  that  the  eon- 
tlnuaoce  or  destruction  of  tbat  system,  thus  widely 
difhised  through  all  the  sTenues  of  the  productive 
industry  of  the  country,  affecting  all  the  relations 
of  pubua  reTenne  and  private  income,  and  contrib- 
Dting  to  give  stability  to  all  the  reward  of  labor,  is 
an  object  of  general  solicitude.  If,  salisfled  with 
tbe  practical  operations  of  the  Institution,  your  hon- 
orable body  aboil  deem  it  worthy  of  continuance, 
it  seems  expedient  to  reliere  the  country,  as  soon 
aa  may  consist  with  mature  deliberation,  from  tbe 
UDcertainly  In  which  all  private  transactions,  and 
all  public  improve  me  nts,  dependent  on  the  futura 
condition  of  the  currency,  and  amount  of  capital 
disposable  for  those  objects,  must  necessarily  be 
involved  until  your  decIsioD  is  known.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  determine 
that  the  bank  must  cease  to  exist,  it  is  still  more 
Important  that  tbe  country  should  begin  early  to 
prepare  for  the  expected  change,  and  that  the  in- 
stitution should  have  as  much  time  as  possible  to 
eiecnte  tbe  duty,  always  a  very  drlicate  and  difB- 
cult  one,  uf  aiding  the  community  to  seek  new 
channels  of  business,  and,  by  gradual  and  gentle 
movements,  to  press  with  the  least  Incoaveiiience 
on  tbe  great  interests  connected  with  It. 

Under  these  impT«suons  they  respectfully  request 
tliat  the  charter  erf'  tbe  bank  may  be  renewed. 

By  order  of  tbe  Board  of  Dlrectora: 

N.  BIDDLE,  Prtniad. 

Hr.  Dallas  uid,  that  boing  requested  to 
present  this  docoment  to  tbe  Senate,  praying 
for  B  renewal  of  the  existing  chartAr  of  tbe 
bank,  he  begged  to  be  indited  in  makine  a 
few  exploniitory'  remarks.  WitL  nnhedlatTng 
frankness,  he  vished  It  to  be  nnderatood  by 


the  Senate,  by  the  good  conun  on  wealth  wbicb 
it  was  alike  his  dnty  and  his  pride  to  represent 
with  fidelity  on  that  floor,  and  hy  the  people 
generallj,  that  this  application,  st  this  time^ 
had  been  disconraged  by  him.  Actuated  main- 
ly, if  not  eiclusivelyi  by  a  desire  to  presei^e  to 


thns  early  in  the  term  of  its  incorporation, 
dnring  a  popular  representation  in  Congrrs^ 
which  mast  ceaae  to  ezi^t  some  years  before 
that  term  expires,  and  on  the  ere  of  all  the  ei- 
dtement  incident  to  a  great  political  move- 
ment, Btmck  his  mind  as  more  than  donhtfoL 
Be  felt  deep  solicitnde  and  apprehension  le^ 
in  the  progress  of  inqniry,  ana  in  the  develop- 
ment of  views,  nnder  present  circnmstance*,  it 
might  be  drawn  into  real  or  imagined  conflict 
with  some  higher,  some  more  fivorite,  tome 
more  Immediate  wwh  or  ptirpose  of  the  Ameri- 

And  from  sach  a  conflict,  what  sincere  fnend 
of  this  Dsefol  establishment  wonid  not  strive 
to  save  or  rescne  it  by  at  least  a  temporary  for- 
bearance and  delay  I  Nevertheless,  his  cod- 
Bcions  inexperience  in  the  forms  and  contingen- 
cies of  legislation  innpired  a  distrast  of  his  own 
Judgment  on  this  merely  preliminary  point.  The 
determination  of  the  parties  interested  may 
be,  nay,  must  be,  wiser  and  better;  and  be 
conld  not  bnt  feel  stronpiy  impressed  by  the 
recollection  that  the  L^nslatnre  of  Pennsylvi- 
nia  recently,  and,  tu  effect,  mianimoiisly,  b*d 
recommended  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank.  He  became,  therefore,  a  willing,  as  be 
was  virtaally  an  instmoted  agent,  in  promot- 
ing, to  the  extent  of  his  hamble  ability,  an  ob- 
ject which,  however  dangeronsly  timed  its  in- 
trodnotion  might  seem,  was  in  Itself,  sa  he  ooo- 
oeived,  entitled   to   every  consideration  and 

Hr.  D.  oonolnded  by  moving  that  the  me- 
morial be  read,  and  be  referred  to  a  Sdid 
Committee  of  five  in  nnmber,  and  that  the 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  sad 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
committee,  and  the  following  gentlemen  wen 
cboaen  to  compose  it,  vii :  ]&,  Dal^u.  Hr. 
WiBSTBB,  Hr.  EwiNo,  tit.  Hathk,  and  Ttt. 

JoHKBTOir. 

TinsDAT,  Jaanaiy  10. 

Baiti  o/tU  UniUd  StaUt. 

Ur.  Behtoh  submitted  the  foUowing  ii»- 

Rfolotd,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  b< 
directed  to  fbmiab  the  Senate  wttb  Itu  names  i^ 
titles  of  the  foreign  stockholders  in  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  if  any  document  In  his  office  oiH 
aflbrd  that  information ;  and,  if  not,  to  endea^ar  lo 
obtain  that  information  from  the  bank  aforesvil,  *iid 
lay  It  before  the  Senate  as  soon  as  poaslbtf,  vidi 
the  amount  of  slock  held  by  each. 

Benlvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senal*  tw 
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dicected  Id  Iftjr  before  the  Senile  iDfonnatinn,  flnt, 
of  the  uKKiDt  «f  debt  due  from  Individuala  and 
bodiei  corporate  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Butea, 
and  iu  bniiohei,  diMinguiahiiiR  the  amount  eecured 
bf  mongue  trmn  thatwcnred  bjpersocud  lecuriCj 
aioiie;  uidiTbMportioiiofaalddebUarecoiuidered 
IB  Maodiig  aoeommodatlona  to  the  cuttomert  of  uld 
bank  and  its  branches. 

RaUvti,  That  the  Secretar}'  of  the  Treaanrr  be 
dinxted  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  list  of  the  dl- 
rectan  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  WTcnd  braDchea,  aod  a  ititenieiit  of  the  stock 
bcld  by  ddieiu  of  the  UniLad  States,  with  the  Dnm- 
ber  of  aharea  beld  by  each,  and  the  State  or  Terri- 
toij  of  their  leaidenoe ;  atao,  the  amount  of  apecie, 
accordng  10  their  last  return,  In  the  vaolti  of  the 
bank  aod  iM  branobea,  distingnlihinK  the  part  which 
beloDga  to  the  bank,  the  portion  beionglDg  to  indi- 
Tidnak,  and  to  the  United  States. 

Rudtti,  Tiiti  tlie  SecreUry  of  the  Trearar;  be 
directed  to  la;  before  the  SenMe  the  monthly  atale- 
asi\a  of  the  afhin  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Butca  for  the  jear  IBSt. 

Publie  Ei^pmditura. 

The  bill  for  the  erection  of  barracka,  quar- 

ten,  utd  EitorehoiiH&  and  the  pnrobase  of  a 

•ite,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleana,  nas  read 

the  third  time,  pused,  and  sent  to  the  other 

WhNi  thii  biU  was  pat  on  ite  passage, 
Xr.  SuTB^  of  Mai7land,  rose  to  offer  some 
remarks  in  reply  to  asurtiona  vtiich  bad  been 
Bade  by  gentlemen  on  a  former  oocasion, 
tooehiag  ue  poblio  ezpenditores.  He  began 
by  tayiog  he  waa  in  fitvor  of  the  present  bill, 
beonse  it  appropriated  money  for  an  object 
mential  to  the  intereets  of  a  weak  part  of  the 
UoioD ;  and  no  fear  of  oenaare  for  increaaiog 
the  iDnoal  expenditure  of  the  nation  wonld  de- 
ter him  from  snpporting  measnres  wbiah  he 
awutdered  neceesary  aod  oondnoive  to  the  pub- 
lic aelfare.  Om-  daty,  said  Hr.  S.,  ia  para- 
moiut  to  every  consideration  of  this  kind.  I 
(are  sot  wlietber  the  expenses  of  the  present 
Adininiitratjon  have,  or  have  not,  eioeeded  that 
of  lay  other  Administration ;  my  sole  view  is 
to  provide  for  what  ia  aeoessary,  and  the  pro- 
TBioaa  ot  this  bill  i^pear  to  me  to  be  of  this 
eliiriety, 

Od  a  late  oooadon,  said  ICr.  8.,  a  bill  in 
vhieh  I  felt  a  deep  interest,  was  rejected  on 
the  gnmnd  that  it  increased  the  pnblio  ez- 
peiuev  It  did  noL  It  merely  aatnortzed  an 
•ppropriation  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
M  ■nnnm,  instead  of  the  aannsl  sum  of  one 
nniidred  thousand  doUara,  and  would  have  ena- 
Ucd  the  Executive  to  arm  the  fortiScations  in 
tHi  instead  of  twenty  years.  The  argnmeot 
*u  then  urged,  that  Uie  annual  expenses  of 
tlie  Government  went  on  increasing.  The  Sen- 
itor  front  U^sonri  (Hr.  Benton)  distinctly  said 
"  Alt  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  bad 
Mvly  donbled  since  he  took  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
Ite."  This  assertion  was  considered  essentially 
tomnA  by  the  Senator  firom  South  Oarotina, 
(Xr.  Him.)     The   userUon  thus    broadly 


made  by  Senators  of  sncb  high  standing,  and 
generally  so  very  correct— by  Senators  who 
are  so  highly  appreciated,  could  not  fail  to  have 
great  influence  on  this  body.  I  confess,  Hr, 
President,  that  I  then  thought  they  were  mis- 
taken, and  I  answered  them  gnardodly.  I  did 
not  positively  deny  the  aasertion.  I  somewhat 
donbted  my  own  opinion,  when  opposed  to  the 
positive  assertions  of  gentlemen  for  whom  I 
entertain  great  respect.  When  the  Senate  ad- 
journed on  that  day,  I  remarked  to  a  Senator 
that  I  thought  those  gentlemen  had  committed 
a  ffreat  error.  He  replied  that  he  thought 
their  statements  correct.  This  induced  me  to 
reflect  on  the  subject,  and  to  see  whether  I 
conld  not  ascertun  the  truth  or  falloo;  of  the 
assertion.  I  fonnd  that  the  Senator  (Ur.  Bbn- 
ton)  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate  at  the 
session  of  1821-22 ;  of  coarse  the  expendi- 
tures fbr  the  year  1833  were  those  which  he 
asserted  had  been  nearly  donbled  sinoe  he  came 
into  the  Senate.  I  saw  how  I  conld  obtuu  the 
desired  information.  I  caused  a  statement  to 
be  made  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  year  1323  to 
1830,  both  years  indusive.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  error  in  this  statement,  I  sent  it  to  the 
Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  being  minutely  ex- 
unined.  It  has  been  returned  to  me  as  per- 
fectly correct ;  and  I  was  referred  to  the  book 
called  "  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  year 
1880,"  lately  delivered  to  eaoh  Senator,  for  a 
full  view  of  the  expenses  for  a  soriea  of  years, 
and  I  found  a  perfect  accordance  with  the 
statement  I  had  prepared.  So  that  the  eiposi 
which  I  propose  to  (five,  is,  I  may  truly  say, 
fonnded  on  Iscts,  leaving  nothing  vagne  or  de- 
rived from  conjectnre.  The  book  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  I  immediately  sent  to  the  Balti- 
more library  without  inspecting  it.  I  had  no 
idea  of  looking  in  it  for  the  detailed  statement 
of  our  expenditures.  Every  Senator  has  the 
book,  and  can,  at  his  leisure,  compare  it  willi 
the  view  which  I  propose  to  give ;  in  which  I 
Batter  myself  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the 
Senators  from  Missouri  and    South  Carolina 


the  expenditure  in  one  year  exceed  thirteen 
millions,  the  next  year  falls  below  that  amount ; 
and  that  the  average  expenditure  of  the  last 
nine  years,  say  1B32  to  1830,  both  inclusive, 
amounts  onlj  to  the  sum  of  twelve  million 
three  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  dollars. 

A  BuperficiaJ  reader,  Mr.  President,  when  he 
looks  at  the  public  expenditures,  most  generally 
will  look  at  the  sum  total  of  eaoh  year,  and 
will  oonelnde  that  the  expenses  have  been 
higher  or  lower  than  usual.  He  has  no  partic- 
ular ol^ect  in  view,  and  will  not  give  himself 
the  trouble  to  investinte  the  causes  which  ore- 
ate  the  large  or  small  expenditures  of  any  one 
year.  Thus,  he  may  loolc  at  the  expenses  of 
1817,  and  will  tloil  the  total  amount  to  have 
been  the  enormous  snin  of  $40,877,646.    H« 
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then  turns  to  the  year  1S18,  and  finds  the  total 
ezpenditnres  of  that  year  to  amoimt  to  the  snm 
of  |8fi,llH,8TG.  Be  takes  the  year  18ig,  and 
finds  the  expenses  only  (34,004,199,  and  con- 
dodes  in  his  own  mind  that  the  Oon^rees  of 
1817  acdtlSlS  mnst  have  been  extravegant  in 
thdr  appropriatians  of  the  pablio  money,  and 
the  EzecntiTe  no  better.  When,  if  he  had  in- 
vegtimted  the  subject  fnlly,  he  would  bJive 
found  that  there  had  been  paid  in  1B17,  towards 
the  eztingoUhment  of  the  public  debt,  the  iin- 
tuoal  snm  of  $26,423,886,  thns  Tsdncing  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government  to  the 
sum  of  tl6,464,a0fl  ;  that,  in  the  year  1818, 
there  had  been  paid  towards  the  redemption  of 
the  pnltlio  debt  the  som  of  (31,290,001,  thm 
makmg  the  ordinary  expenditures  cf  the  Gov- 
ernment amount  to  the  sum  of  113,908,873. 
The  expenditure,  independentty  of  the  payment 
onaocoont  of  the  debt,  anoonted  to  |ie,300,878 
is  the  year  1819.  This  increase  arose  from 
varioni  canses  not  necessary  to  detail.  There 
was  psid  towards  the  public  debt  in  the  year 
1819  the  snm  of  $7,708,936  on];.  This  dimi- 
nution of  payment  is  attribatable  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  little  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  then  payable. 

I  will  now  Dome,  Hr.  President,  to  my  prin- 
cipal object.  It  is  the  assertion,  "  that,  since 
the  year  1831,  the  expenses  of  the  Govam- 
ment  had  nearly  doubled ;"  and  I  trust  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
(Ur.  Bentdh)  had  been  onder  some  misappre- 
hension. The  Senate  are  aware  of  the  effect 
which  snch  an  assertion,  coming  from  anch 
hifth  authority,  -  mnst  have  °pon  the  pnblio 
mmd.  It  certainly  had  its  effect,  even  npon 
this  enlightened  body.  I  mentioned  to  an  hon- 
orable Senator  a  few  days  since,  that  the  aver- 
age ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Qoveminent 
for  the  last  nine  years  did  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  twelve  and  a  half  millions.  But,  said  the 
Senator,  the  expenditures  have  greatly  in- 
creased during  that  period.  I  told  him  I 
thought  they  had  not ;  and  I  now  proceed  to 
prove,  that,  with  the  exception  of  roar  years, 
viz.,  1831,  1832,  163S,  and  1834,  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Qovemment  have  not  increased. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  show  the  causes  of  the  re- 
doctioD  of  expenses  daring  those  years,  and 
that  they  afford  no  criteria  by  whicu  to  Judge 
of  the  necessary  expenses  of  Government,  and 
that  Uiey  are  exoepUons  to  the  general  rsite  of 
expenditures,  arismg  from  particular  causes, 
Bnt  even  they  exhibit  an  expenditure  far  above 
the  one-half  of  the  present  annual  ordinary  ex- 

ia  ttie  year  18SS,  which  was  the  period  when 
the  Senator  from  Uissonri  (Mr.  Bintom)  took 
his  seat  in  the  8enal«,  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government  amonnted  to  the  snm  <rf 
(9,B27,S4S.  The  eipeases  of  the  year  1838 
amounted  to  $9,784,164.  I  proceed,  Mr.  Preri- 
dent,  to  show  the  caase  which  thas  rednced 
the  ordinary  expenses  during  these  years.  I 
speak  in  the  presence  of  gentlemen,  some  of 
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whom  were  then  in  the  House  of  RapTesHit*> 
tives,  and  will  correct  me  if  my  reeidlBctiim 
Hhoold  lead  me  into  error.  Daring  the  seesioi 
of  the  year  1819-'S0,  the  President  aaked  ■ 
loan,  I  think,  of  five  millions,  to  deftvy  the  ei- 
penses  of  the  Government,  which  he  tiad 
deemed  necessary,  and  for  which  estimalea  bid, 
as  usual,  been  bid  before  Coagreee.  A  kwn  o( 
three  millions  only  was  granted;  and,  in  the 
next  session,  another  loan  of,  I  think,  wthi 
millions  was  asked,  in  order  to  enable  ths  Ei- 
ecntive  to  meet  the  amonnt  of  expwuea  esti- 
mated for,  as  neceaaary  for  the  year  IB!].  A 
loan  of  five  millions  waa  granted,  and  in  the 
snoceeding  year-  another  loMi  of  five  hnndred 
thousand  dollan  was  asked,  and  refbsed.  Cfft- 
gress  were  dissatisfied  th»t  Itnas  shoold  be  n- 
qaired  in  time  of  profonod  peace,  to  meet  tfaa 
common  expenses  of  the  nation,  and  tbty  n- 
fbeed  to  grant  the  amonnt  asked  for  in  Che  Wi- 
mat«8,  although  this  amonnt  wonld  have  beta 
granted  if  there  had  beeO  money  in  the  Tmss- 
ury  to  meet  them,  without  neotHas  to  loaas. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (and  il  wu 
supported  by  the  Hooae)  Iwauied  seme  tt  At 
items  estimated  for,  and  refnted  otben.  No 
item,  except  snoh^as  was  IndispensaUy  dhes- 
sary,  was  granted.  By  the  adoption  of  tbis 
courae,  the  expenditures  were  reduced,  in  ISSl, 
to  $10,728,478,  and  to  the  sums  abtadj  ncs- 
tioned  for  the  two  yean,  1828  and  1828,  ind 
the  onrrent  expenses  of  1834,  $10,830,14*. 
The  conseqnenoe  was,  that  the  TreaanryTM 
restored  to  a  sound  state,  so  that  Ctngrtw  «*■ 
enabled,  in  the  year  1835,  to  appropriate  tlis 
ftill  amount  of  the  e«t!mat«.  Ilie  eipenditiir(s 
of  1834  amonnted  to  $16,830,144.  Tlui  liije 
expenditure  is  to  l>e  attributed  to  the  psysot 
made  to  Bpain  in  that  year,  of  $6,000,000  ft* 
the  purchase  of  Florida.  I  entertmed  dcMbls 
whether  I  ought  to  inclnde  tUs  nun  in  the  u- 
penditnies ;  but.  on  foil  oonsderatiao,  I  deemed 
it  proper  to  include  it.  It  may  be  swd  Ihit  it 
was  an  extraordinary  payment,  and  sach  u 
oonld  not  again  occur.  So  is  the  paynMot  m 
account  of  awards  under  the  treo^  of  Ghn^ 
in  1837  and  1838,  amonntiDg  to  $l,ise,n<. 
Of  the  same  character,  toa  are   "  """ 

made  for  the  pnrohase  of  lands 


frcoi  ibelo- 
for  tbe  removal  (tf  the  Indiana ;  ftr 
its  to  the  several  Stataa  fijr  TBDOtj*»- 
vanoed  during  the  late  war ;  and  a  vnietr  <^ 
oUier  extraoiwnary  charges  on  the  Tiwsmj^ 
The  payment  on  ocooont  of  the  pnrAaee  w 
Florida  hq>pened  in  the  last  Mven  yean;  ua 
if  this  sum  were  deducted  fWnn  the  aipndi- 
tures  of  1824,  it  wonld  exhibit  a  grest  refflie- 
tion  in  the  expenses  of  the  Ust  eeTMi  jesi^ 
when  contrasted  with  those  of  the  sevsn  7»r" 
between  1817  and  1828,  both  years  uic1mi«- 
The  comparison  of  average  expwses  b«*"" 
the  first  seven  years,  e<mtra«t«d  with  m  U» 
seven  years,  wonld  then  amonnt  to  $1^78^'" 
for  the  first  period,  and  $12,88B,8W  J«»> 
latter  period ;  which  wonld  show  »n  •^^ 
average  decrease  of  $844,469  ietwrna  Ua- 
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periodt.  Tbit  dsereue  ooold  be  reodered 
modi  gremter,  if  the  otber  extraordiiimij  ez- 
Moditiires  to  which  I  h«vo  referred  were  kko 
oedoeted  in  the  compariflon.  The  Batweqneot 
j-eus  being  jtart  wnen  no  deductions  were 
made  from  the  estimatea,  it  will  be  aeen  to  varj 
■Itenutal/. 
In  tha  jear  183S,  the  ezpensea  were 

tll,490,UO 
1B36,        -        -        18,062,816 
1837,       -       -       12,663,098 
18SS,        -        -        18,296,041 
1839,        .        -        12,660,490 
1880,        -        -        13,22S,fi83 
It  lOftj  b«  proper  for  me  to  show  that  the 
irerage  expendiUirea  erf  the  Government  for 
thueiiin*  y«ar^  lav  from  1632  to  1830,  both  ' 
dwTO,  amount  01U7  to  the  Bam  of  (12,370,4; 
h.  eooiidanble  part  of  these  expraditores  has 
■riws  from  eltraordiHarj-  charges  on  the  Tr«as- 
nrj,  laeh  as,  for  the  remoTsl  of  the  lodiaos ; 
tbepnrebaw  of  their  lands; -the  payment,  of 
thi  Mates  tot  the  advanoea  made  b;  them  dar- 
ing the  Ute  war;  for  propfsitj  deatroyed  by 
tht  eaemjr ;  and  fur  payment  of  awards  onder 
tbe  ant  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  amonnt- 
ing  to  $1,188,710.    A  navy  has  been  created, 

■lid  our  ua^onal  Bag  floats  proudly  o~ 

set.    Immense  fwtifi^ations  have  been 
Anenals  have  been  bnilt  in  different  porta  of 
the  Uoion,  and  filled  with  smal!  arou  and  the 
annitions  of  war.    The  only  wonder  is,  iJiat 
•0  moeh  has  been  done,  with  BQch  limited 
pcoditnres. 

I  think  I  have  shown,  Hz.  Fresident,  "  that 
tbe  expeaditnre*  of  the  Government  have 
neidy  doabled  since  the  year  1621 ;"  nor  do  I 
think  that  there  has  been  any  inoreaae.     If 
there  had  bean  any,  the  &iilt  wonid  rest  with 

00dgT«»l. 

It  has  been  ii^d,  Mr.  President,  "  that  the 
eipentca  of  the  GoTemment  increase  onnnall j, 
sod  go  on  increasing."  With  a  view  of  test,- 
iog  this  assertion,  and  also  of  elucidating  this 
nbjset,  I  tnst  I  shall  be  permitted  to  institute 
s  hw  oomparisona.  The  first  will  be  between 
the  ezp^^tnres  of  tbe  four  years,  1817,  181S, 
1819,  and  1820,  with  those  of  the  fonr  years, 
16S7, 1«S8,  1839,  and  1880,  I  find,  cm  ezami- 
BUioii,  that  the  average  expenses  of  the  first 
foar  years  amonnt  to  Uie  sum  of  $14,699,521, 
and  of  the  last  four  years  to  the  sum.  of 
m>S9,790,  shoidoj;  a  decrease  in  the  pnbli 
expeqditoree  eiceedmg  a  million  and  a  half  of 
'dollsrs;  thna  amply  contradicting  the  asser- 
tteo,  that  the  public  expenditures  "go  on  in- 
vessng."  The  aecona  comparison  I  sliall 
>»*ke  will  be  between  the  four  years,  1623, 
IBM,  182JI,  and  1626,  with  those  of  1827,  1628, 
ISjg,  and  1880.  I  find  that  the  average  ex- 
p«iM  of  the  first  four  years  anoonta  to  tbe 
■nn  of  ^13,416,766,  and  the  last  fnar  years  to 
tIl,H9,7tt0,  showing  an  average  increase  of 
tW,l>>S,  or  an  annnal  average  increase  of 
tl3S,7SG,  inoonsiderable  in  amount,  and  arising 
tnn  the  reduced  expenditores  In  the  year 


1B2S,  the  cause  for  which  boa  been  already 
stated,  and  to  the  payment  in  1830  of  the  Has- 
saohusetts  militia  claim  of  fonr  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  Were  it  not  for  tbe 
payment  of  this  latter  clum  in  1880,  the  com- 
parison would  have  shown  a  different  resnlt. 
The  true  test  is  to  be  found  in  comparing  tbe 
expenditures  of  tbe  Government  in  Uiose  years 
wlien  Oougresa  were  not  restricted  in  tbe  ex- 
penditures by  reason  of  a  scanty  Treasury, 

The  next  comparison  I  offer,  will  be  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  seven  years  from  1817  to 
1633,  both  years  induuve,  with  those  of  tbe 
seven  subaequeat  years,  beginning  with  the 
year  1824  to  1830,  both  inolnsive,  and  I  find 
that  the  annual  average  expenditure  of  Uie 
first  seven  years  amounts  to  112,783,337,  and 
of  the  last  seven  years  to  the  sum  of  $18, 108,164 
— presenting  an  inconsiderable  increase,  which 
is  entirely  attributable  to  tbe  fact  that  reduc- 
tions had  been  made  in  tbe  years  1621,  1822, 
1823,  and  1824,  on  account  of  a  scanty  Treas- 
ury, which  reductions,  in  tbe  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  had  had  a  tendency 
to  cause  an  increase  of  expenditures  in  the 
succeeding  years.  These  reductions  were  not 
savings ;  they  were  a  mere  temporary  diminu- 
tion of  necessary  expenditures.  The  m^oritjr 
of  tbe  objects  ihua  reduced,  or  altogether  re- 
fused, were,  in  tbe  subsequent  yeors^  pro- 
vided for. 

It  is  peWectly  fwr,  Mr.  President,  to  compare 
a  series  of  years  with  an  equal  nnmb^  of 
years ;  but  it  b  neither  fair  nor  Just  to  select 
one  year,  and  to  compare  it  with  another.  I 
speak  with  reference  to  tbe  annual  ordinary 
expenditures.  Would  it  be  fair  towards  tbe 
lat«  Freeid«it  Monroe,  to  compare  tbe  expenses 
of  the  last  year  of  bis  Administration,  amount- 
'-  -  '  $16,380,144,  with  the  first  year  of  Mr. 
's  Administration,  which  amounted  only 
to  11,490,640  dollars?  Would  it  bo  property 
compare  tbe  expenditures  of  tbe  last  year  «f 
Hr.  Adams's  Administrotton,  which  amounted 
118,296,041,  with  the  first  year  of  Pres- 
ident Jackson's  Administration,  which  was 
$12,860,490 1  Certainly  not.  To  do  so,  wonId 
be  committing  an  act  of  political  ii^ustice,  and 
yet  I  have  seen  this  done .  But,  if  you  com- 
{wre  the  Inat  year  of  Mr.  Adams's  Adminietra- 
L  with  the  second  year  of  President  Jack- 
's, (112,229,683,)  little  difference  in  the  ex- 
penses will  be  found  to  exist. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  shown  to  my  own  sat- 
isfaction, and,  I  trust,  to  that  of  the  Senate, 
that  the  expenses  of  tbe  Government  have 
not  only  not  nearly  doubled  sinoe  the  year  1331 
— (unless  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  13,296,041 
dollars,  being  tbe  expenditures  in  1828,  be 
nearly  double  the  sum  of  $9,837,648,  the 
amount  of  expenditures  of  1822) — have  not 
increased,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  actually 
decreased.  I  have  token  for  the  investigation 
of  the  subject  tbe  ei^bt  years  of  the  late  Pres- 
ident Monroe's  Administration,  the  fonr  years 
of  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Ad*ma,  and  tlie 
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two  ye&TB  of  Preddeot  Jaokeon'B  AdmiaiBtra- 
tioD,  to  which  the  accoanta  are  made  Qp  at  the 
Treaaur; ;  and  in  this  iaTeatigation  and  com- 
pariBon  I  have  carefnllj  avoided  ever;  thing  of 
a  part7  complexion. 
Having  been  a  member  of^  and  for  several 

Siars  Obunnaa  of  the  Committee  of  WajB  and 
eana  iu  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  and 
having  alw  been  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  in  the  Senate,  I  conuder  it  an  im- 

Cd  reflection  on  those  committees  that  they 
seen  with  indifference  the  eipenaes  of  the 
Government  annnally  increasing,  and  actnall; 
nearly  donbling  in  nine  years.     I  have  there- 
fore deemed  it  incnmbeot  upon  me,  in  partion- 
lar,  to  make  the  necessary  inveatigation  of  this 
anbjeot,  and  to  present  to  the  Senate  the  ex- 
tensive view  I  have  submitted  in  relation  to  a 
matter  which  has  so  frequently  been  misrepre- 
sented, and  which  I  tmst  will  be  considered  a 
sufficient  apology  for  having  oconpied  so  moob 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate, 
SiHiBiT,  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Govera- 
ment  of  the  United  St>tei,  eiclo^ve  of  the  pay- 
ments on  account  Of  the  public  debt,  from  Che 
jeai  1811  to  IBSO,  bath  bclu«ive. 


Ttar: 

r«f». 

Jf^pmdihmu. 

1817 

|ia,4M,eos  62 

1824     -  1 

S,S30,144  81 

IBIB 

ia,908,ST8  T8 

1820     - 

l,4eO,4C9  84 

isia 

16,300,213  44 

1826     - 

3,0eS,SlB  £7 

1820 

18,184,ttSO  61 

1827     - 

2,flfl3,08e  as 

1821 

10,728,479  07 

1828    - 

3,296,0*1  46 

1S21 

9.821,648  61 

1829     - 

2,660,480  62 

182S 

9,784,184  ea 

1880     . 

3,229,683  SS 

Ur.  Bknion  rose  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Haryiand.  Ur.  B.  said  that  a  remark  of  his, 
ia  a  former  debate,  seemed  to  have  been  the 
occasion  of  the  elaborate  financial  statements 
which  the  Senator  from  Maryland  had  jost 
gone  throtigh.  Ur.  B.  sdd  he  had  made  the 
remark  in  debate;  it  was  a  general  one,  and 
not  to  be  treated  as  an  acconnt  stated  by  an 
accounting  officer.     His  remark  was,  that  the 

Eablio  expenditure  had  nearly  doubled  sioce  he 
ad  been  a  member  of  the  Senate.  Neither 
the  words  used,  nor  the  mode  of  the  expres- 
sion, implied  the  accuracy  of  an  account;  it 
was  a  remark  to  signUy  a  great  and  inordinate 
increase  in  a  comparatively  short  time.  He 
Lad  not  come  to  the  Senate  this  day  with  the 
least  expectation  of  being  called  to  justify  that 
remark,  or  to  hear  a  long  arraignment  of  it 
argoed;  but  he  was  ready  at  all  times  to  jus- 
tify, and  he  would  quickly  do  it.  Ur.  B.  said 
that  when  he  made  the  remark,  he  had  no 
statement  of  accounts  in  his  eye,  but  he  hod 
two  great  and  broad  facts  before  him,  which  all 
the  figures  and  c^cnlations  npon  earth,  and  all 
the  compound  and  comparative  statements  of 
arithmeticians,  could  not  shake  or  alter,  which 
were — first,  that  since  he  came  iuto  the  Senate, 
the  machinery  of  this  Government  was  worked 
for  between  eight  and  nine  millions  of  dollars ; 


fourteen  millions  and  three-qnartera.  The  hi  _ 
estimated  for  the  future  expenditures,  by  the 
Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  was  thirtem  and  a 
half  millions;  but  fifteen  millions  were  recom- 
mended by  him  to  be  levied  to  meet  increased 
expenditures.     Ur.  B.  said  these  were  two 

Cat  facts  which  he  had  in  bis  eye,  and  which 
would  justify.  He  would  produce  no  prooh 
as  to  the  second  of  his  facta,  because  tbePiie^- 
dent'a  Uessage  and  the  Secretary's  repoK  were 
BO  recently  sent  in,  and  eo  nnivetaally  reprint- 
ed, that  every  person  could  recollect,  or  tara  to 
their  contents,  and  verify  his  Btat<«nent  upon 
their  own  examination  ot  recolleotion.  He 
wotild  verify  his  first  Btatement  only  by  proofs, 
and  for  that  purpoee  would  refiu'  to  the  detailed 
statements  of  the  public  expenditures,  com- 
piled by  Yan  Zandt  and  Walteratou,  ud  for 
which  he  had  Inst  sent  to  the  room  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate.  Ur.  B.  wonld  take  the 
years  162S-'B ;  for  he  was  not  nmple  enoogli 
to  take  the  yeara  before  the  reduction  of  the 
army,  when  he  was  looking  for  the  lowest  ei- 
penditure.  Four  thonaand  men  were  dis- 
banded,  and  had  remained  disbanded  ever 
sinoe ;  they  were  disbanded  since  he  came  into 
the  Senate ;  he  would  therefore  date  from  tliat 
reduction.  This  would  bring  him  to  the  years 
1823-'3,  when  yon,  sir,  C&e  Viae  Freodefit,) 
was  Secretary  of  War.  What  was  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  Government  for  each  of 
those  yeara  t    It  stood  thus : 

1822,  |17,«l6,fl9S  68 
laSS,  16,814,171  00 

These  two  Hums  include  every  head  of  ex- 
penditure—they  include  public  debt,  revolo- 
tiouary  and  invalid  pensions;    three  beads  of 

0  yews, 

In  182S,  17,848,919  IS 

1823,  6,630,018  41 

Deduct  these  two  snms  fl-om  the  total  ex- 
penditure of  the  years  to  which  they  refer,  sod 
yon  wiD  have — 

For  isas,  t9,7a7,«7S  41 

1823,  9,784,169  69 

The  pensionB  for  those  years  were —  . 
Jlmoltiiictiary.       Invtiid,         AggrtgsU. 
1822,    tl.642,690  94    1806,608  46    |1, 941, 199  40, 
18!>,      1,449,097  04      881,491  48      I,7t0,t88  63 

Now,  deduct  these  pensions  from  the  yetra 
which  they  refer,  end  you  will  have  jurt 
about  tB,000,000  aa  the  expense  of  working 
the  machinery  of  the  Government  at  the  pe- 
riod which  I  had  In  my  eye.  Bat  the  pensions 
have  not  yet  totally  ceased ;  they  are  much 
diminished  since  1823,  1828,  and  in' a  few  yean 
must  cease.  The  revolntionary  pensioners  mmX 
now  average  seventy  yeara  of  age;  their  sti- 
pends will  soon  cease.    I  bold  myself  well  jot- 
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ditana  of  the  Gktvemnient  have  nesrly  doul 
in  nj  time.    The  rem&rk  had  no  reference  to 

AdcumstntioDs.  There  was  nothing  oomparo- 
tiToioit;  nothing  intended  to  pnt  up,  or  put 
down,  ioj  ^^o^f.  The  burdens  of  the  people 
fe  the  onlr  diing  I  wish  to  pot  down.  My  ser- 
vioe  in  the  Beiiat«  hu  extended  under  three 
AdminiBtrstions,  and  my  periods  of  oaloalation 
«st«tid  to  all  three.  Mj  opinion  nov  is,  that 
Uke  iucbiner7  of  this  Qoverument,  after  the 

Sfmeut  of  the  pablio  debt,  ahonld  be  worked 
■  Un  milliona  or  leu,  and  two  millions  more 
for  eitnordiDBries ;  in  all  twelve  milliona;  bat 
tluaiaapouit  for  fntnre  disonsBion.  Uy  pros' 
eat  olqeot  ia  to  show  a  great  Inoreaae  in  a  short 
tone ;  and  to  show  that,  not  to  affect  individn- 
als,  bat  to  ahow  the  necessity  of  practising 
what  we  all  profeaa — eoonomy.  I  am  against 
keeping  up  a  revenue,  after  the  debt  and  pen- 
nons are  paid,  as  large,  or  nearly  as  large,  as 
the  ezpenditare  waa  in  1883,  1828,  with  these 
it«nu  toelnded.  I  am  for  throwing  down  my 
load,  when  I  get  to  the  end  of  m j  Joamey.  t 
am  for  throwing  off  the  harden  of  the  debt, 
when  I  get  to  the  end  of  the  debt.  The  har- 
den of  the  debt  is  the  taiea  leviod  on  acconnt 
of  it.  I  am  for  abolisliing  these  taies ;  and 
this  u  the  great  qneation  upon  which  parties 
now  go  to  trial  before  the  American  people. 
One  word  more,  and  I  am  done  for  the  present. 
The  Senator  from  Maryland,  to  make  np  a 
goodly  average  for  1822  and  1828,  adds  the 
eipenditore  of  1624,  which  iocludes,  besidea 
•iite«D  millions  and  a  half  for  the  public  debt, 
ind  1  million  and  a  half  for  pensiona,  the  sam 
of  five  millions  for  the  purchase  of  Florida. 
Sir,  he  mnat  deduct  twenty-two  millions  from 
that  compatation ;  and  that  deduction  will 
bring  bis  average  for  those  years  to  agree  very 
closely  with  my  statement. 

Hr.  EiTtn  stud  that  he  had  been  called  npon 
niMipeotedly  to  answer  for  his  remarks  made  a 
kw  days  ago  on  another  bill.  If  ho  had  been 
aware  of  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ibtyland,  he  should  have  taken  the  pains  to 
be  prepared  with  statements  to  make  out  the 
MTeotnesa  of  the  assertion  alluded  to.  He 
Mid  it  must  be  re(ioUe«t«d  that  it  was  not  hia 
inertioQ  that  the  "  expenses  were  nearly 
donliled.''  That  had  been  the  assertion  of  the 
KDtleman  from  Hiasonri;  and  it  had  stmck 
him  so  forcibly,  that  be  hod  merely  adverted 
to  the  langnage  of  that  gentleman  in  his  sub- 
Kcjiient  remaru,  and  added,  that  the  expendi- 
toru  of  the  Government  had  been  annuidly  in- 
treanng  ever  since  he  had  been  in  the  Senate, 
for  this  additional  assertion^  and  for  that  alone, 
lie  ilood  responsible ;  and  if  he  was  mistaken 
in  ^at  romark,  he  was  never  so  much  miS' 
taken  in  any  point  in  the  whole  course  of  his 
life.  He  was  atill  confident  of  ita  correctness ; 
■nd  he  trusted  that,  before  this  matter  was 
done  with,  he  should  he  able  to  satisfy  the  Sen- 
U«  and  the  country  that  it  was  not  he,  but 
thsOhurman  of  the  Oommittee  on  Huanoe, 


who  was  mistaken.  He  did  not  intend  to  do 
this,  however,  by  any  oompartgon  of  a  series  of 
years  and  general  averages,  as  that  gentleman 
had  done,  but  he  should  submit  a  resolution  to 
the  Senate,  calling  for  the  necessary  informa- 
tion in  rel^ion  to  the  expenditures  during  the 
time  mentioned,  from  the  proper  ofBcer  of  the 
department;  and  if  the  result  of  that  state- 
ment did  not  make  ont  his  assertion  to  be  oor- 
rect,  he  wonid  acknowledge  his  error,  and 
abide  by  that  decision ;  and  be  expected  the 
eentleman  from  Maryland  would  do  the  same. 
Ur.  H.  said  that  if  the  event  should  show  bim 
in  an  error,  it  was  that  gentleman's  fault,  for 
he  had  led  him  into  the  error,  if  an  error  it 
was,  which,  however,  he  did  not  believe.  He 
bad  led  bim  to  believe  that  there  was  an  in- 
creased ezpenditnre,  by  hia  repeated  attempts 
to  jnstify  the  fact,  by  arging  the  necessity  of 
an  increase  to  keep  pace  with  the  times.  Sir, 
aaXA  Mr.  H.,  can  1  forget  that  it  bad  been  nnb- 
licly  stated  that,  in  Ue  two  first  years  or  the 
present  Administration,  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  on  internal  improvements  were 
greater  than  during  the  whole  fonr  years  of  the 
late  Administration  I  Can  I  forget  the  fact  I 
have  never  seen  denied  by  the  Mends  of  the 
present  Administration,  though  repeatedly  mng 
m  tbeir  ears?  But,  on  the  contrary,  they  have 
nnifbrmly  muntained  that  this  increase  was 
occasioned  by  appropriations  under  the  previ- 
ous Administration.  Oan  I  foivet  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  told  the  Senate  that 
it  waa  the  intention  of  the  Oommittee  on  El- 
nance  to  reduce  tlie  revenue  to  fifteen  milUons 
after  the  extinction  of  the  pablio  debt,  becanae 
that  sum  would  probably  be  wanted  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  Government.  Where,  said 
Mr.  H.,  shall  we  find  the  boasted  diminution  of 
the  expenses  of  this  Government?  SbaU  we 
find  it  in  the  dvil  list,  or  diplomatic  inter- 
course) Shall  we  find  it  in  the  army,  the 
nary,  or  in  any  deparixuent  of  the  Govern- 
ment? Onthe  contrary,  has  it  been  onr  con- 
stant policy  to  create  new  offices,  and  enlarge 
the  salaries  of  those  already  existing) 

But,  said  Mr.  H..  we  will  have  this  matter 
determined  by  an  appeal  to  facta  which  cannot 
deceive  ns,  which  the  proposed  resolntioa  will 

How  can  the  gentleman  snppose  tliat  I 
shonld  imagine  the  expenditnrea  were  not  in- 
creased, in  the  face  of  all  those  facts  which  the 
gentleman  himself  has  admitted  ?  Have  I  not, 
said  Mr.  H.,  risen  in  my  place,  repeatedly,  to 
oppose  the  various  new  appropriations  which 
have  been  called  for,  and  received  for  answer 
that  the  increased  wants  of  our  growing  coun- 
try required  them?  If  mistaken,  therefore, 
the  fault  lies  upon  those  who,  boring  oar 
finances  in  ohargo,  could  long  since  have  cor- 
rected the  supposed  error.  He  was  persuaded, 
howeve^  there  waa  no  error — there  could  be 
none.  Indeed,  he  understood  the  gentleman 
himself  to  show  an  average  increase  of  the  ez- 
penditnrea.    And  how  could  it  be  otherwise  1 
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The  gentlamui  from  Hissoari,  in  referring  back 
to  the  docmnenta  this  inomiag,  staUia  the  aver- 
age expenditoreg,  for  some  jeare  back,  at  nine 
millioDa,;  the  Senator  &oin  Maryland  Kivee  the 
average  of  the  few  last  years  at  twelve  mil- 
lions; and  that  Senator  himwUI  only  a  few 
Axjt  ago,  set  down  the  fatnre  average  at  fifteen 
mUlioDE.    And  yet  we  are  gravely  told  oar  ex- 


Fbidat,  JannaiT  20. 
Sank  nf  the  United  Stale*— lUegal  Ourreney. 

Ur.  Bbntoh  rose  to  ask  leave  to  Introdnce 

the  following  reeolutioo,  of  which  he  had  given 

notice  Home  daya  ago,  vii : 

A.  joint  resolutiaD  declaratory  of  the  meaolDg  of 

the  charter  of  the  Buk  of  the  raited  Sutea 

on  the  ■iil:iject  of  the  paper  carrency  lo  be  is- 

■ued  by  the  Bank. 

B>  it  maictd  by  lie  BttuU*  aitd  Hmat  of  Rtpn- 
tmialiva  of  lie  Vtiited  Statet  of  Amtriea  in  Con- 
orou  ateembUd,  Tliat  the  paper  correacj,  in  the 
torni  of  orde™,  drawn  by  tbe  presidenW  of  the  of- 
ficcB  of  diecoui.t  sad  deposit  on  tbe  nuhier  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  not  authorixcd  by  aoy 
thing  contained  io  the  charter,  and  that  the  Baid 
currency  is,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  illegal, 
and  that  tbe  aame  ought  to  be  auppreased. 

Mr.  BaflTOK  row  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  his 
promised  resolation  on  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency. He  said  be  had  given  his  notice  for  the 
leave  he  was  about  to  aak,  without  concerting 
or  consulting  with  any  member  of  the  Bonate. 
The  object  of  his  resolntjon  was  judicial,  not 
political  \  anA  he  had  treated  the  Senatora,  not 
as  counsellors,  bat  as  Judges.  He  had  con- 
versed with  no  one,  neither  friend  nor  adver- 
sary; not  through  contempt  of  ooansel,  or  fear 
of  opposition,  hut  from  a  just  and  rigorona  re- 
gard to  daoorom  and  propriety.  His  own 
opinion  had  been  made  ap  through  the  cold, 
unadulterated  process  of  legal  research ;  and 
he  had  done  nothing,  and  wonld  do  nothing,  Xo 
prevent,  or  hinder,  any  other  Senator  from 
making  np  his  opinion  ih  the  aame  way.  It 
was  a  case  in  which  politioa,  e^eciolly  partisan 
politics,  conld  find  no  place ;  and  in  the  prog- 
ress of  which  every  Senator  would  feel  himsdf 
retiring  into  the  judicial  office — becoming  one 
of  the  radiee*  tetecti — and  Hearehing  into  the 
stores  or  his  own  legal  knowledge,  for  thejndg- 
mentand  the  reasons  of  the  judgment  which  be 
must  give  in  this  great  cause,  in  which  a  notion 
is  the  party  on  one  side,  and  a  great  moneyed 
corporation  on  the  other.  He  (Mr.  B.)  believed 
the  currency,  against  which  his  resolution  was 
*  directed,  to  be  illegal  and  dangerous;  and  so 
believing,  it  hod  long  been  his  determination 
to  bring  the  question  of  its  l^ality  before  the 
Senate  and  the  people ;  and  that  without  re- 
gard to  the  powerful  resentment,  to  the  effects 
of  which  he  might  be  expoBins  himself.  He 
had  adopted  the  form  of  a  dedaratory  resolu- 
tion, bMaoM  it  was  intended  to  declare  the 


true  sense  of  tbe  charter  upon  a  disputed  point 
He  made  his  resolution  joint  in  its  ckaraci«r, 
that  it  might  have  the  action  of  both  HoD^ta  d 
Congress,  and  single  ia  its  object,  that  the  mm 
desiga  might  not  be  Nnbarrassed  with  minor 

Eropositioos.  The  form  of  the  resolution  gate 
im  a  right  b>  state  his  reasons  for  saking  \nn 
to  bring  it  in ;  the  importance  of  it  required 
those  reasons  to  be  clearly  stated.  Tbe  Sen- 
ate, also,  lias  ita  righta  and  its  dati«e.  It  is  the 
right  of  the  Beuat«  and  House  of  Bepreseola- 
tivea,  as  the  founder  of  tbe  bank  cotponhoa, 
to  examine  into  ^le  regularity  of  ita  proceed- 
ing and  to  t^e  cognizance  of  the  infracdoiu 
of  Its  charter;  and  this  right  has  become  a  dnty, 
since  tbe  very  tribunal  aeleet«d  by  the  charter 
to  tr^  these  infractions  had  tried  this  t«ry 
queation,  and  that  without  the  formality  of  a 
scire  faaaa,  or  tbe  presence  of  tbe  idT«rss 
party,  and  had  «ven  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
,  corporation ;  a  decision  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  *» 
compelled,  by  the  strongest  oouvietiMU  of  Iiis 
judgToent,  to  consider  Doth  as  eitra-jadidil 


The  resolution,  contnnned  Mr.  B.,  which  I 
am  asking  leave  to  bring  in,  eipreasea  its  own 
object.  It  declares  agunst  tbe  legality  of  tbex 
orders,  as  a  oujsaaNOY.  It  is  the  curmKy 
which  I  arraign,  1  make  no  inquiry,  for  I  »ill 
not  embarrass  my  subject  with  irrelevsnt  and 
immaterial  inquiries — I  make  no  inqoiry  inW 
the  modes  of  contract  and  payment  which  tn 
permitted,  or  not  permitted,  to  tbe  Buk  of  tbe 
United  States,  in  the  conduct  of  ito  privstedeil- 
inga  and  individnal  transactions.  My  businen 
lies  with  the  currency;  for,  between  pnblic 
currency  and  private  dealii^  the  cbaitcr  at 
the  baok  has  made  a  diatinctioo,  and  thit 
founded  in  the  nature  of  things,  as  broad  u 
lines  can  draw,  and  as  clear  as  words  can  ei- 
press.  The  currency  conoerna  the  poblio;  aw 
the  soundness  of  that  carrency  is  taken  under 
the  particular  guardianahip  of  the  chiner;  i 
special  code  of  law  is  enacted  for  it:  pririie 
dealings  concern  individuob;  and  it  is  fur  indi- 
viduals, in  making  their  bargains,  totakecsie 
of  their  own  interesta.  The  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States  has  authorized,  bnt 
not  regulated,  certdn  private  dealing*  of  th( 
bank ;  it  ia  full  and  eiphcit  upon  the  reguatioii 
of  currency.  Upon  thia  disUnction  I  take  mT 
stand.  I  establish  myself  upon  tbe  broid  ud 
clear  distinction  which  reason  makea,  snd  the 
charter  sanctions.  I  arraign  tbe  currency  I  1 
eschew  all  inquiry  into  the  modes  of  '"'^ 
bargains  for  the  sale  or  purchase  of  hilU  of  m- 
change,  buying  and  selling  gold  or  nlver  bul- 
lion, building  housea,  hiring  offioeia,  clerks,  tM 
servanta,  purcliasing  necosnariw^  or  Inyiug  ^ 
supplies  of  (\iel  and  stationery. 

A  preliminary  inquiry  might  have  bw  ■*■ 
sorted  to,  and  was  for  some  time  bunoed,  to 
know  from  the  bank  directory  whether  tte» 
orders  were  isaned  as  a  currency  '"'™^7: 
charter,  and  what  exemptions  were  elitoea  wj 
them  &om  the  restnotiona   provided  i"  "" 


.yGoogle 


jAintjiar,  1889.] 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 

Saai  p/tt>  I7»M  BUM—llbgtl  Omnnf. 


charter,  for  a  cnrreney  of  promissory  iiot«B. 
Bat  this  prelLTDinarj  ioquirj  baa  become  aa- 
TKceaMij.  A  decUioQ  nas  been  made  in  a 
bigh  branch  of  the  federal  Judiciarj — the  United 
States  circuit  conrt  in  PliiladelphiB — afBrminz 
ttie  lagalit/  of  this  species  of  cnrreney,  and 
stating  the  eiemptloDB  claimed  for  it ;  and  this 
dcdsion  has  been  received  with  a  de^e  of  ap- 
probation by  the  bank  directory,  which  an- 
Doanoes  it  to  be  accordant  with  their  owo 
npmioDs.  Inquiry  of  the  directory  is,  there' 
fore,  nnnecessary.  A  resort  to  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  and  that  opinion  has  been  aatborita- 
Scely  published,  may  be  considered  as  the  an- 
irer  of  the  bank,  and,  what  is  tar  more  ma- 
Uriil,  as  the  law  of  the  land  nntil  reversed. 

Here  is  the  opinion,  that  part  of  it  which  re- 
lit«B  to  these  orders  as  a  cnrreney ;  for  I  omit 
■11  that  relates  to  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  for 
Ute  eonnterfeiCiDg  one  of  these  ordera. 

[Heie  feUowa  the  opinini  of  the  court,  argo- 
MlttiTely  deUrered  to  anitaln  itt  correctaeas.] 

After  reading  the  eitracts^  Mr,  B.  oontinaed. 
I  lake  the  snbstance  of  this  decision,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  be — 

1.  That  these  branob  bank  orders  are  legal 
cnrreney,  under  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  4he 
rDit«d  States. 

S.  That  the  bank  may  lawfully  lasne  this  de- 
leriptioD  of  corrency  to  the  whole  amount  of 
its  capital  stock. 

3.  Hat  this  cnrreney  la  fi«e  from  every  reg- 
nlatioo,  restriction,  limitation,  and  provision, 
contained  in  the  charter,  except  the  single  lim- 
itation as  to  the  maiimnm  amount  to  be  issued, 
to  wit,  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars. 

i.  That  the  hank  may  employ  what  agents 
it>«  pleases  in  signing  and  issumg  this  currency. 

I  take  this  to  be  the  substance  of  the  deci- 
Soo,  Justice  to  that  decision,  and  the  fwrcon- 
dDcting  of  mf  own  argument,  will  require  me 
taeiamine  the  gronnos  npon  which  the  conrt 
proceeded.  These  grounds  are  found  in  two 
diDHaof  the  charter;  one  clause  in  the  ISth 
lection;  the  other  in  the  8th  fundamental  arti- 
de  of  the  contititution  of  the  bank.  The  penal 
dime  in  the  18th  section  against  counterfeit- 
log  "checks  or  orders,"  and  the  phrase  "other 
contract,"  in  the  8th  fundamental  article,  com- 
prise those  grounds.  I  will  examine  each  in 
lUtam;  but  must  first  make  a  stand  iu  the 
aameof  all  that  is  safe  and  sure  In  the  adminis- 
truion  of  law,  protesting,  as  I  do  hereby  pro- 
test, agunst  going  into  tpenal  section,  or  into 
fhe  eoiMrvetum  of  a  phrase,  to  find  a  power  to 
UEoe  currency,  and  that  without  restrictions, 
Then  the  charter  had  given  that  power  in  the 
proper  place  fn  express  words,  and  subtect  to 
DDnierotts  and  vital  restricUons.  I  maKe  this 
protest,  not  from  the  least  apprehension  of 
^Ending  in  a  penal  clause,  or  in  ue  constroction 
of  y  detached  phrase,  the  great  power  for  the 
eiercise  of  which  the  bank  was  created,  that 
of  ijsuiag  a  paper  cnrreney  to  the  people  of 
these  Bt^es,  but  as  an  act  of  Justice  to  the  con- 


stitntion  of  the  bank,  to  its  cantions  prohibitory 
preamble,  and  to  its  seventeen  fnndamental  ar- 
ticles. I  make  it  in  the  name  and  upon  the 
behalf  of  the  lawful  rights  of  other  parts  of  the 
charter.  Let  cs  now  proceed  to  the  eiamina- 
tion ;  and,  first,  let  ns  read  this  18th  section, 
the  whole  of  it^  as  the  only  fair  way  to  find  its 
meaning. 

[The  section  read.] 

I  do  deny,  Mr.  President,  that  mj  power,  of 
any  kind.  Is  given  to  the  bank  by  this  section. 
It  is  a  mere  proviuon  to  punish  the  Tlolation 
of  existing  rights.  So  far  as  the  issnes  of  bills 
or  notes  are  mentioned,  it  is  a  recital  of  what 
the  bank  was  antborized  to  do  in  the  IStb  fun- 
damental article  of  its  constitution ;  so  far  as 
checks  and  orders  are  mentioned.  It  is  a  recital 
of  the  pre-existing  right  which  every  depowtor 
possesses.  The  object  of  the  section  is  to  pro- 
vide for  the  secority  of  existins  rights;  namely, 
the  chartered  ri^t  of  the  bank  to  issue  bills  or 
notes,  and  the  inherent  ri^t  of  depositors  to 
draw  for  their  own  money.  This  is  the  olgect 
of  the  section ;  and  the  violation  of  either  of 
these  rights  is  made  felony.  Both  rights  are 
protected,  bnt  they  are  not  granted ;  neither 
are  they  confounded.  The  distinctioo  is  clear 
between  them,  between  the  currency  which  is 
to  issue  irom  the  bank,  and  the  orders  which 
are  to  be  drawn  upon  it.  The  wparatiou  is 
complete,  the  contrast  is  perfect,  the  antithesis 
is  r^^nlar,  the  oontradlstinotion  is  manifest,  be- 
tween these  two  classes  of  paper.  The  whole 
frame  of  the  section,  the  structure  of  every 
member  of  the  long  sentence  which  composes 
it,  the  natural  and  obvions  meaning  of  every 
word  In  every  sentence,  establishes  ^d  defends 
this  clear  and  emphatic  distinction.  I^lve  times 
in  five  difibrent  members  of  the  sentence,  tiie 
sune  form  of  expresdon,  the  same  order  of 
constmclion,  and  the  same  repetition  of  worda 
regularly  occur.  Five  times  the  line  is  drawn, 
the  distinction  Is  set  up,  between  the  bills  or 
notes  which  are  to  be  issued  by  order  of  the 
bank,  and  the  checks  and  orders  which  are  to 
be  drawn  upon  it.  Tlie  two  classes  of  paper 
are  kept  distioot,  and  cannot  he  confoanded. 
Let  any  gentleman  try.  I>et  him  Include,  if  he 
can,  the  words  "checks  and  orders"  under  the 
action  of  the  verb  which  governs  the  issuing  of 
the  his*  or  noUt  of  the  bank.  The  thing  can- 
not be  done.  It  is  a  grammatical  impossibility. 
I  repeat  it,  the  dear,  undoubted  object  of  the 
section  is,  not  to  grant  powers,  but  to  protect 
rights.  Its  object  is  penal,  not  conc«ssive;  to 
punish,  not  to  grant. 

This  is  my  view,  Mr.  President,  of  the  18th 
aeotion.  Does  any  gentleman  doubt  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  view  t  Then  let  him  follow 
me  into  the  next  section — the  19th — still  occu- 
pied with  the  crime  of  counterfeiting,  and  tak- 
ing up  the  inchoate  class  of  ofiences  involved 
in  the  process  of  perpetrating  the  crime.  The 
authorized  currency  of  all  banks,  in  all  coun- 
tries, is  protected  from  the  prooeaa,  from  tha 
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itself;  but  Oia  proteotioa  is  never  extended  to 

E'vate  and  iDdmdaal  papers.  A  man  U  pon- 
ed  for  liaviD)(  in  hie  pOHweaioa,  with  intent 
ta  uatt  it  nnlawfally,  the  plate  from  which  bank 
notes  are  struck,  the  notes  themselves  in  blank, 
and  even  the  kind  of  paper  which  is  naed  for 
bank  notes.  Not  so  in  toe  t»ee  of  private  or 
individDal  writinm.  The  reason  Is  obviont. 
Banks  have  peculiar  plates  and  papers  tor  their 
notes  which  are  to  constitate  cnrreno; ;  neither 
individogls  nor  banks,  have  any  thing  peculiar 
for  their  private  and  individnal  writings.    The 

£kte  and  paper  with  which  a  bank  note  is  to 
B  oounterfeited,  can  be  known  and  idendifled 
as  sach ;  the  gooee  qnlll  pen,  the  common  tjpes. 
and  the  common  writing  paper,  which  are  used 
for  aU  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life,  cannot 
be  known  or  identmed.  Upon  ^M"  distinction 
turns  all  the  law  apon  the  sabject  of  punishing 
the  inchoate  offence  of  ooanterielting ;  npon 
tiiis  distinction  turns  tlie  19th  section  of  the 
charter ;  upon  this  distinotion  it  is  that  the 
currenoy  of  the  hank,  its  bills  or  notes,  are  pro- 
tected from  the  process  of  being  oonnterfcited, 
and  the  orders  and  checks  of  depositora  are  not 
noiioed.    Listen  to  the  section. 


[Thasi 


-J.] 


That  fUnity,  or  unkindnese,  In  the  framers 
of  this  charter  I  What  inattention  to  this  con- 
fltraetive  currency,  created  in  the  I8th  section, 
and  abandoned  in  the  19UiI  Eight  times  the 
bills  or  notes,  issued  by  order  of  Uie  bank,  are 
named  and  protected.  Eight  times  the  checks 
and  orders  are  passed  over  without  a  word. 
No  protection  for  them  ag^st  the  process  of 
b«ng  connterfeited.  The  plates,  the  blanks, 
the  paper,  for  their  imitaldon,  may  be  paraded 
in  the  face  of  the  world.  The  whole  process 
may  be  carried  on  in  the  face  of  the  bank ;  and 
no  legal  autliority  to  interrupt  the  forgerti,  to 
seiie  tlieir  unfinished  work,  or  to  arrest  their 
persons.  Can  any  thing  be  more  emphatic  of 
the  sense  of  the  Congress  which  framed  the 
charter  t  Could  womb  be  more  expressive 
than  this  silence}  Coold  a  positive  declara- 
tion flz  these  checks  and  orders  more  com- 
pletely in  the  class  of  those  private  writioga 
which  have  no  peculiar  plates,  no  blanks,  so 
peculiar  paper? 

The  second  ground  on  which  the  oonrt  relied, 
is  the  phrase,  "  other  contract,"  as  used  in  the 
eth  fundamental  article  of  the  constitution  of 
the  bank.  In  resorting  to  this  phrase,  the  conrt 
has  St  least  got  into  the  ri^Qt  chapter,  bat 
missed  the  verse ;  it  has  got  into  the  constita- 
tion ;  it  has  got  among  the  seventeen  articles ; 
but  it  has  not  got  to  the  article  which  grants 
powers,  bat  the  one  which  recite^  and  that  for 
the  purpose  of  limitation,  the  powers  which 
are  elsewhere  expressly  grauteo.  To  crown 
this  error,  the  court  has  agun  had  recourse  to 
construction,  and  has  ^ven  an  import  and 
meaning  to  Uie  phrase  "  other  contract,"  which 


it  cannot  be  made  to  endure,  either  in  oocumn 
pariance,  or  in  legal  acceptation,  nor  witbont 
rednoing  the  reet  of  the  charter  to  a  blsnt 
We  will  read  the  article. 

[The  article  read.] 

What  b  the  meaning  of  this  srticlef  Is  it  to 
grant  authority  to  the  bank  to  make  boodi, 
iHsae  bills  or  notes,  and  fonn  other  eontnctsi 
No,  sir ;  authority  to  do  all  these  things  is  else- 
where granted,  namely,  in  the  12tb  ftmdsmen' 
tal  article,  to  make  bonds  and  issoe  tuBt  or 
notes ;  in  the  tenth  section,  to  form  other  con- 
tracts in  dealing  and  trading  in  bullion  ind 
bills  of  eichange ;  and  in  oUier  places,  to  do 
other  things.  The  manifest  object  of  tiiia  ei^ilh 
section  is  to  prohibit  the  bank  fifom  owug 
more  debts,  at  one  time,  on  all  these  sceouite, 
than  the  amonnt  of  the  capital  stock ;  ud  to 
make  the  directors  personally  liable  if  tbcj  ex- 
ceeded that  amount.  The  words  "other  con- 
tract "  were  evidently  intended  to  iaclnda  the 
individual  dealings  of  the  bank ;  to  add  its  pri- 
vate debts  to  its  pnblio  ones ;  and  to  limit  the 
whole  to  the  amonnt  of  its  capitaL  Will  sny 
person  undertake  to  derive  the  right  of  Ibe 
bank  to  make  bonds,  and  issue  biUi  or  tititc^ 
up9n  the  recital  of  the  names  of  titese  iotfra- 
men ts  in  this  eighth  article,  and  then  argue  tlist 
they  are  free  from  all  limitations,  eioept  tb< 
single  one  as  to  maximum  amount  fouitd  in 
that  article*  Certainly  not,  and  yet  this  woold 
be  the  precise  mode  of  reasoning  witb  rwpM* 
to  the  phrase  "other  contract,'* if  it  i'"'* 
treated  as  a  grant  of  power,  instead  of  a  rtfo- 
ence  to  the  various  contracts  for  bollioni  ™1' 
of  exchange,  buildings,  salaries,  eipeoses,  te, 
which  the  bank  was  elsewhere  antiiorized  M 
make,  and  for  the  form  or  terms  of  whieb  ««■ 
tracts  the  charter  nowhere  made  any  r^olv 
ttons  or  provisions.  I  repeat  it,  bonds,  bilb,  or 
notes,  are  merely  recited  in  this  article  for  tin 
purpose  of  adding  a  new  limitation  and  a  dm 
penalty ;  reference  to  other  contrattt  i*  maae 
for  the  purpose  of  including  them  io  the  saw 
limitation,  and  subjecting  them  to  tiie  («w 
penalty.  This  is  the  construction  which  sffl«- 
fiea  the  phrase;  which  gives  it  a  toll  and  niWna 
operation,  and  that  withont  conflicting  wm 
any  otiier  part  of  the  charter,  much  lees  redno- 
ing all  the  rest  to  a  blank.  .ja,^ 

1  have  given  to  this  phrase,  ^-J^^^ 
the  meanlnc  which  fwrly  and  natnrsUj  °*^^ 
to  it,  and  which  harmonizes  it  with  *^*T^'™r 
part  of  the  charter.  This  is  what  tbo  boon 
tell  us  it  is  the  duty  of  courts  to  do  m  constm- 
Ing  statutes.  I  will  now  take  three  f^ 
olyeotiona  to  the  court's  construction,  «ia  "o- 
it  to  be  erroneous  in  every  print  of  "«■ 
which  it  can  be  examined :  ._„. 

1.  I  object  to  it  because  it  aothoriMs  tn  i»°^'j 
of  eurreney  vpon  euniiruriwn.     The  ^^"-.^ 

.?_  r..  the  great  wd  mwj  t'"«°'^ 

Jt  wis  created,  sad  rii^ 

.^  ._  .„  twelfth  article,  expressly  Mti»^ 
to  perform;  and  I  cannot  payeopWf  •"" 
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pliment  to  tlie  imdentaudmga  of  the  eminent 
nteii  irlio  fnuned  that  oh&rter,  aa  to  mppoae 
thit  thej  left  the  main  boBinesB  of  the  bank  to 
be  foQud,  bj  conatraction,  in  oa  independent 
pbrue,  and  that  phraw  to  be  foaod  but  once 
in  the  whole  ehvter.  I  cannot  oompliment 
their  underetandings  with  the  snppoMtion  that, 
■Aer  baring  authorized  anddeflned  a  oiirrenc7, 
uid  mbjected  it  to  niimeroua  ^e8t^ictionf^  the; 
had  left  op«ai  the  door  to  the  isane  of  another 
Ntt  (rf  ourreno;,  noon  ccnatraction,  which 
ihoold  supersede  the  kind  tbej  had  presoribed, 
ud  be  &ee  from  ever^  restriction  to  which  the 
prcKTibed  cmrenof  waa  anbject. 

S.  I  object  to  the  conrt's  aaanrnption  that 
theae  orders  are  contracts ;  and  this  objection 
leada  to  a  deSnition,  and  to  the  re<v)llection  of 
oar  earlj  reading,  when  we  were  appreotices 
to  the  law.  What  is  a  contract!  The  books 
(«E1  OS  it  is  in  agreement,  upon  a  enfGcient  con- 
rideratioiL  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  a  particultLr 
^ling.  Now,  bring  these  orders  to  the  test  of 
tliii  definition ;  and  for  that  porpose  let  ns  read 

"  Cuhier  of  the  Bulk  of  the  Utiited  States, 
Fij  to  Ju,  L.  Btalih,  or  order,  Sve  doUan. 

Office  of  dbcoont  aad  deposit  ia  Dtlca, 
Tbe  M  day  of  September,  18S1. 
JOHN  B.  LEVINQ,  Prttidmt. 
"K.  T.  QauiEB,  OotAicr." 
And  cm  the  back  these  words : 
"Ptj  to  the  bearer.  JAS,  L.  SMITH." 

Here  is  no  agreement,  sir!  No  conaidera- 
tiun  erpiCfleed  or  ondentood;  no  promise  or 
tmdertaking  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  an;  thing 
whsterer.  It  ia  liMrall;  an  order,  nnoh  as  one 
neighbor  giTcs  to  another,  and  goreroed  by  the 
Mme  law.  It  ia  the  very  opposite  of  a  eon- 
tract,  for  it  is  a  oommand ;  it  is  the  opposite  of 
a  debt,  for  it  impUes  the  extinction  of  one.  It 
it  s  mandate,  and  that  an  imperions  one,  from 
a  gentleman  in  Dtica,  whose  name  I  cannot 
K^  to  a  gentleman  in  Philailelpbia,  who  is 
Dot  named  at  all,  tA  paj  five  dollars  to  Hr.  Jaa. 
L  Smith,  or  to  the  person  he  shall  name.  Call 
(lii>  a  contract  I  If  so.  Hi,  Prendent,  those 
who  studied  law  twenty-five  years  ago  must 
bun  their  b[>o)cs,  and  recommence  in  the  new 
teiuxL  The  only  species  of  contract  that  oan 
attach  to  it  is  in  tbe  implied  one  which  the  law 
ertaua  between  the  giver  and  receiTer  of  the 
Older;  and  that  is  an  implied  Tiromise,  on  the 
put  of  the  giver,  that  he  will  pay  it  if  the 
cashier  in  Philadelphia  does  not,  provided  the 
nceiver  ot  the  order  will  lose  no  time  in  going 
after  Uie  money,  and  bringing  the  order  hack  if 
ha  does  not  get  it. 

This  finishes,  Kr.  President^  the  examination 
«hich  I  have  felt  it  proper  to  make  into  the 
grounds  of  the  decision  pronounced  by  the  fed- 
eral conrt  in  Philadelphia.  I  will  now  take  up 
•the  conititution  of  the  bank,  and  bring  this 
oonstructiTe  currency  to  the  ordeals  of  prohi- 
Utions,  as  well  as  of  the  grants  to  he  found  ii 
that  iastiumenL    The  Congress  of  1816  gave 


to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  a  constitution, 
with'  a  preamble  to  it,  and  seventeen  fanda- 
mental  articles  in  it ;  and  if  the  bank  has  con- 
stmed  itaelf  out  of  this  congressional  constitu- 
tion, it  may  seem  to  some  to  be  au  act  of  retrib- 
ntive  justice  on  the  Congress  for  construing 
itself  out  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  give  a  constitntion  to  the  bank.  We 
will  see.  The  preamble  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  eleventh  section,  and  runs  thus : 

[The  limitations,  reatricliooi,  and  provisions  of 
the  charter  all  read.] 

Now,  Mr,  i^resident,  if  there  is  any  power  in 
words,  any  virtue  in  language,  any  force  or 
strength  in  legal  enactments,  any  capacity  in 
the  OongresB  of  the  United  States  to  bind  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  If  the  sarcawn  of 
the  Scythian  is  not  true  of  this  young  repnblio 
aa  weU  as  of  the  old  monarchies  to  which  it 
was  applied,  that  lam  an  eobv^  vhieA  eateh 
tia  ittahjliei,  and  let  the  strong  one*  go  thtvugh, 
then  are  these  orders  excluded  from  all  revenae 
payments  to  tlie  United  States. 

Let  us  recapitulate.  Let  us  sum  up  the  points 
of  inoompaUbility  between  the  charaoteristics 
of  this  currency,  and  the  requisit«e  of  the  char- 
ter :  let  us  sToup  and  oontrast  the  frightful 
features  of  Ueir  flagrant  illegality.  1.  Are 
they  signed  by  the  president  of  the  bank  and 
his  principal  cashier)  They  are  not!  2.  Are 
they  under  the  corporate  seal?  Not  at  all!  8, 
Are  they  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion?  By  no  means!  4-.  Are  they  subject  to 
tbe  double  limitation  of  time  and  amount  in 
case  of  credit!  They  are  not;  they  may  ex- 
ceed sixty  days'  time,  and  be  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars,  G.  Are  they  limited  to  the 
minimum  size  of  five  dollars  I  Not  at  all  I  G. 
Are  they  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  t  Not  in  the  least  I  T. 
The  prohibition  against  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments! They  are  not  subject  to  it!  8.  Th« 
penalty  of  double  int«Teat  for  delayed  pay- 
ment 1  Not  subject  to  it  I  B,  Are  they  payable 
where  issued  ?  Not  at  all,  neither  by  their 
own  terms,  nor  by  any  law  applicable  to  them  I 
10.  Are  they  payable  at  other  branches?  So 
far  from  it,  that  they  were  invented  to  avoid 
each  payment!  11.  Are  they  transferable  by 
delivery!  No;  by  endorsement!  13.  Ai« 
they  receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues!  So 
far  from  it,  that  they  are  twice  excluded  from 
such  payments  by  positive  enactments  I  IS. 
Are  tne  directors  liable  for  excessive  issues! 
Not  at  all  I  14.  Has  the  holder  a  right  to  sue 
at  tlie  branch  which  issues  the  order !  No,  sir, 
he  has  a  right  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  sue 
the  directors  there!  a  right  about  equivalent 
to  the  pririlege  of  going  to  Uecca  to  sue  the 
successors  of  Mahomet  for  the  bones  of  the 

Srophet !  Fourteen  points  of  contrariety  and 
ifference.  Not  a  feature  of  the  charter  in  the 
faces  of  these  orders.  Every  mark,  a  contrast; 
ever  lineament,  a  contradiction ;  all  announo- 
ing,  or  rather  denonudng,  to  the  world  the 
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branch  bank  currency  to  the  test  of  seTeral 
provirions  Id  the  charter,  not  all  of  them,  bnt  a 
KV  which  are  vital  and  decluTe.  The  cnr- 
renoy  fails  at  everj  test ;  and  upon  this  failore 
I  predicate  an  ailment  of  its  total  illegalitj. 
Thna  far  I  have  spoken  npon  the  charter  and 
have  proved  that  if  this  cnrrency  can  prevail, 
that  instrnment,  with  all  its  restrictions  and 
limitations,  its  jealoos,  prohibitory  constita- 
tioD,  and  moltiplled  enactments  for  the  safety 
of  the  pahlie,  Is  nothing  hat  a  blank  piece  of 
paper  in  the  hands  of  the  bank.  J  will  now 
nave  recourse  to  another  class  of  aivnnieDts — 
a  claaa  eitrinsio  to  the  charter,  bnt  close  to  the 
snl^eot-— indispensable  to  fair  ezaminstion,  and 
directly  bearing  npon  the  illegal  character  of 
this  cnrrency. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  I  mast  insist  that  these 
orders  cannot  possibly  serve  for  currency,  bo- 
oaase  th^  are  sabject  to  the  law  of  endorsable 

Elper.  The  law  which  governs  all  snch  paper 
.  too  nniversaJly  known  to  be  enlarged  npon 
here.  Presentation  for  acceptance  and  pay- 
ment, notice  of  default  in  either,  prompt  return 
of  the  dishonored  paper,  and  all  this  with  rig- 
oroos  pnnotnality,  ana  a  loss  of  recourse  for  the 
slightest  delay  at  any  point,  are  the  leading  fea- 
tnrea  of  this  law.  Now  it  is  too  obvious  that 
no  paper  subject  to  the  law  of  endorsement  can 
answer  the  purposes  of  circnlation.  It  will 
die  on  the  bands  of  the  holders  while  passing 
from  one  to  another,  instead  of  going  to  the 
place  of  nayment  Now  it  is  incontestable  that 
these  orders  are  instmments  negotiable  by  en- 
dorBement-andhyendoreementaloBe.  Whether 
Issued  under  the  charter,  or  nniler  the  general 
laws  of  the  land,  they  are  still  subject  to  the 
law  of  endorsable  paper.  They  are  the  same 
in  either  case  as  if  drawn  by  one  citizen  npon 
another.  And  this  is  a  point  which  I  mean  to 
make  clear:  for  many  worthy  people  believe 
there  is  some  peculiar  law  for  bank  paper, 
which  takes  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  gen- 
eral laws  of  the  land.  Not  so  the  ftct.  The 
twelfth  fundamentaf  article  of  the  hank  eonsti- 
tation  declorea  that  the  bills  or  notes  to  be 
issued  by  the  bank  shall  be  negotiable  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  issued  by  a  private  perton; 
that  is  to  say,  those  payable  to  a  nuned  person 
or  his  ordor,  by  endortetMnt,  in  like  manner 
and  with  the  lite  eff'eet  as  foreign  bills  of  ex- 
change; and  those  made  payable  to  hearer 
shall  be  n^otiable  by  delittrj/  alone ;  in  the 
same  manner,  we  may  add,  as  a  silver  dollar. 
So  much  for  these  orders,  if  drawn  under  the 
charter ;  if  not  drawn  under  it,  they  are  then 
issned  under  the  general  law  of  the  land  or 
withoot  any  law  at  all.  Taken  either  under 
the  charter  or  out  of  it,  it  comes  to  the  same 
p<»nt,  namely,  that  these  orders  are  snhject  to 
the  same  law  aa  if  drawn  by  one  private  person 
npon  another.     This  is  enough  to  fix  Uieir 
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character,  and  to  condemn  tbem  as  a  cirenlnt- 
ing  medium ;  it  is  enough  for  the  pei^le  to 
know ;  for  every  citizen  knows  enough  of  law 
to  estimate  the  1^^  valne  of  an  unaeeepied 
ortUr,  drawn  upon  a  man  five  bnndred  or  one 
thousand  miles  offl  But  it  has  the  word 
btarer  oa  the  back  I  Yes,  sir,  and  why  not  on 
Hie  face  as  easily  as  on  the  back  t  Our  school- 
time  acquaintanoe,  Mr.  Preddent,  the  gentle- 
man from  Cork,  with  bis  coat  buttoned  behind, 
had  a  sensibly  and,  I  will  add,  a  lawful  reason 
for  arraying  himself  in  that  grotesque  habili- 
ment ;  bnt  what  reason  can  tlie  bank  bare  for 
putting  bearer  on  the  back  of  the  order,  where 
it  has  no  effect  upon  its  negotiable  character, 
and  omitting  it  on  the  bee,  where  it  woida 
have  governed  that  character,  and  secnred  to 
the  holder  all  the  facililies  for  the  prompt  and 
easy  recovery  of  the  contMits  of  a  paper  trans- 
ferable by  mere  delivery  t  The  only  effect  of 
this  preposterous  or  cunning  endonement  must 
be  to  bamboozle  the  ignorant — pardon  the  low 
word,  sir — to  bamboo^e  the  ignorant  witli  the 
belief  that  they  are  handling  a  currency  which 
may  at  any  time  be  collected,  without  proof^ 
tronble,  or  delay,  while  in  reality  it  is  a  cur- 
rency which  reserves  to  the  bonk  all  the  legal 
defences  which  can  be  set  up  to  prevent  the 
recovery  of  a  parcel  of  old,  unaccepted,  unpre- 
sented,  nnaathorized  bills  of  exchange. 

2.  I  take  a  second  exception  to  triese  orders 
as  a  currency.  It  is  this,  Uiat  being  once  paid, 
they  are  done  with.  A  note  tranaftrable  by 
delivery,  may  be  reissued,  and  its  payment 
demanded  again,  and  so  on  forever.  Bnt  a  bill 
of  exchange,  or  any  paper  sntiject  to  the  same 
law  with  a  bill  of  exchange,  is  incapable  d 
reissue,  and  is  payable  bnt  once.  The  payment 
once  made,  eitioguisbes  the  debt;  the  paper 
which  evidenced  it  is  dead  in  law,  and  cannot 

resuscitated  by  any  set  of  the  parties.  That 
':  con  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  any  future 
This  law  applies  to  checks  and  orders 
as  well  as  to  bills  of  eiohsngo ;  it  applies  to 
bank  checks  and  orders  as  well  as  to  those  of 
private  persons,  and  this  ali^ation  alone  would 
annihilate  every  pretension  of  these  branch 
hank  orders  to  the  character  of  enrrency. 

3.  I  take  a  third  objection  to  this  construc- 
tive currency.  It  is  this,  that  tiieee  ordets  are 
not  evidenced  by  any  act  or  mgD  whieh  ean  im- 
port the  assent  of  the  oorporators  to  their  issoe^ 
or  bind  the  corporate  t^eta  for  the  pajmoit 
of  money.  The  Bank  of  the  United  8tal«»  is  • 
corporation  aggregate ;  it  is  eompoeed  of  va- 
rious members ;  and  the  assents  of  theee  men>- 
bers  can  only  be  evidenced,  and  their  effects 
bound,  by  modes  of  acting  known  to  the  law. 
The  common  seal  is  the  evidence  of  assent  at 
common  law ;  sipiaturea  of  natnral  persons  are 
sometimes,  and  in  some  instonoea,  substituted 
by  statute.  Thus  it  is  with  the  Uank  of  the 
United  Btates.  The  seal  is  to  be  used  in  ■ome 
cases;  dgnaturee  in  otliers.  Bonds  are  to  be 
sealed,  not  signed;  lulls  or  notes  are  to  be 
signed,  not  sealed.    The  common  seal  ii  the 
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general  mode  of  eridencing  the  acts  of  the  cor- 
poration ;  BignaCurea  are  the  exception,  and 
oaa  ooljr  be  naed  as  the  snbstitnt«  for  the  seal 
ia  the  oaaes  specified  in  theezceptios.  The 
words  of  the  cturter  in  the  twelfth  article  are 

Sregnaiit  with  law  meaning,  and  import  a  clear 
et&raticHi  that  without  a  atatatoi^  sabstitnte 
the  common  seal  would  be  Deoessary  to  bind 
the  corporate  effects.  The  words  are  these: 
"The  biUs  or  notes  signed  bj  the  president, 
ud  coonter^gned  bj  uie  principal  cashier  or 
die  treasurer,  although  not  under  the  $eal  of 
lb  Mti  wrporatior^  AaU  ie  binding  and  obli- 
faiaiy  vpon  tAd  lame."  This  ia  law,  not  law 
euKted,  but  law  reoogniied  by  the  charter. 
Tae  seal  mnat  be  nsed  where  the  enhstitute  is 
DM  illowed,  and  when  used  it  is  the  equiva- 
leut  of  the  seal,  and  no  more. 

4  I  take  a  foorth  objectJoa  to  these  onrrency 
orden,eitriDno  to  the  charter.  It  ia  this :  That 
the  orders  are  not  drawn  in  the  Mrporaie  noma 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  A  corpora- 
tion,  Ur.  President,  must  have  a  name,  as  well 
u  s  natural  person.  It  ia  an  artiBcial  person, 
ooostitated  of  a  great  nnmber  of  natural  per- 
Mns,  alwajs  varjing.  The  individoal  names 
of  the  corporators  cannot  be  nsed ;  but  a  name 
Dinst  be  nsed,  and  that  name  can  be  no  other 
than  that  which  ia  bestowed  upon  it  bj  the 
(oimder  or  the  L^alature;  and  this  name 
tnnst  be  osad  in  all  corporate  acta.  Sign  who 
nar,  affix  the  aeal  who  maj,  still  the  promise 
made,  the  act,  the  matter,  the  thing  done,  or 
promised  ta  be  done,  must  be  done  or  promised 
ia  the  Tiame  of  the  corporation.  B;  that  oame 
it  mast  call  and  it  most  answer ;  ane  and  be 
«ud;  buy  and  sell ;  have  and  hold ;  give  and 
take;  biiid  and  loose.  Slight  variations,  aaof 
a  ktter  or  a  syllable,  may  be  tolerated  in  the 
case  of  ancient  corporations  whose  origin  ia  not 
known;  bnt  no  variation  ia  permitt^  in  the 
cau  of  modem  corporations,  whose  origin  is 
Tithis  tiie  memory  of  man,  that  is  to  say^  legal 
memory,  which  datee  from  the  first  of  Biohard 
IL   60  say  all  the  books.    Let  us  see  some  of 

Lord  Coke,  in  hia  t«ntfa  report : 

"  The  name  of  incotporatioD  ia  a  proper  name,  or 
isBs  of  bapdsm ;  aod,  therefor*,  when  a  private 
binder  gi*e»  his  college  or  hospital  a  name,  he 
dMi  it  ooly  as  a  godbther,  and  by  ttut  tame  name 
Uw  King  b^rtiaea  the  incorporation." 

Sir  William  Blaokstone,  in  his  commentaries : 

"WheaaeorponUion  li  created,  ■  nune  msitbe 
giraatoft;  and  by  that  nanM  aloux  It  most  sue 
"•i  be  mei,  and  do  all  legal  acts ;  thongh  a  very 
>™iite  Tiriatioa  therein  ia  not  materisL  Such  a 
ft  >•  the  very  beiug  of  Its  eonatitution ;  and, 
tbongti  it  is  the  wm  of  the  Zing  that  creates  the 
corponUon,  yet  the  itanu  ia  the  knot  of  itFcombi- 
"Hioo,  without  which  It  could  not  perform  ICa  ear- 
P°>««  foDctians." 

Uatthew  Bacon,  in  hia  abridgment ; 

"  Then  ia  a  difference  between  an  ancient  corpo- 
ntioa,aBd  acorpoTationnewlyoreatedj  foranan- 
TauXL—24 
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dent  corporation,  by  vtt,  may  have  B  special  name 
diSering  in  subslance  ;  but  otfaerwiw  of  a  corpora- 
tion created  within  memory ;  tor  this  regularlv  can 
only  have  the  name  by  which  it  is  inatiCuced." 

So  say  the  English  books.  What  says  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
Has  it  failed  to  give  a  name  ?  or  has  it  granted 
a  dispenaetion  of  ita  nse  ?  Neither.  It  has 
given  a  name ;  and  it  has  ordered  that  name  to 
be  nsed.  The  seventh  section  is  wholly  taken 
up  with  this  matter.  It  declares  the  name  of 
the  corporation  to  be :  "  I%e  Pretidmt,  Dirto- 
tort,  and  Company  of  (Aa  Banh  of  tJts  United 
StatM."  This  is  the  name.  Now  for  the  nse. 
"  And  by  THAT  name  shall  be,  and  hereby  are, 
made  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  have,  4eo.,  to 
sell,  &o,,  to  ane,  AJo.,  to  make  and  use  a  com- 
mqp  seal,  &c,  to  ordain  by  laws,  &o.,  and  gen- 
erally to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  the 
aett,  TTiattert,  and  Ihinfi  which  to  thm  it  sh^ 
or  may  cqiporlain  to  do,  &c." 

This  is  corroboration,  Mr.  Prerident,  inat«ad 
of  dis^nsation,  of  the  common  law.  And 
now,  sir,  I  mnat  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  see 
the  advocates  of  this  order  currency  penned 
up  in  the  same  narrow  comer  in  which  I  placed 
them  half  an  hour  ago,  and  from  which,  I  ap- 
prehend, they  will  never  come  forth.  They 
most  say  that  the  issue  of  this  currency  ia  not 
an  act,  is  not  A  tnoMw,  is  not  a  thing,  apper- 
taining to  the  bank  to  do,  and,  therefore,  need 
not  be  done  in  the  name  of  the  corporation. 
They  must  say  this,  or  give  np  the  queatjon. 
For  these  orders  are  not  drawn  in  the  name  of 
the  corporation,  nor  upon  it.  The  name  of  the 
corporation,  the  baptismal  name  of  the  artifl- 
eial  person,  begot  by  the  kingly  power  of  the 
Congress  of  1818,  "the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
is  not  upon  the  paper,  neither  as  drawer  or 
drawee,  payer  or  payee,  endorser  or  endorsee ; 
no,  not  even  as  acceptor  in  the  character  of 
friend,  to  save  the  honor  of  the  drawer.  And 
I  hold  this  cnrrenoy,  for  that  single  .reason 
alone,  to  be  invalid  and  illegal ;  as  much  so  as 
the  acta  of  this  Congress  would  be  if  made  in 
the  name  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  instead 
of  the  name  of  the  United  Btat«s  of  America, 
and  signed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  instead 
of  the  preidding  officers  of  the  two  Honses  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  federal  court  in  Philadelphia  hea  de- 
cided. Bud  that,  as  it  wonid  seem,  upon  the 
authority  of  the  case  of  the  King  m.  Bi^,  that 
bank  currency  may  be  issued  oy  agents,  and 
that  these  agents  majr  be  appointed  at  the  will 
of  the  bank,  and  withoot  seal,  and  that  the 
court  wilt  presume  these  to  be  agents  whose 
orders  haTC  been  paid.  We  will  see  that  case^ 
not  in  the  1st  Sir  John  Strange,  where  it  is 
briefly  and  imperfectly  reported,  but  in  Sd 
Peere  Williams,  where  the  whole  ease  ia  fidly 
shown.  It  was  a  criminsl  oaae,  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey  as  far  back  as  the  year  1717.  The 
indictment  set  forth : 

[The  Indictment  read.J 
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This  is  the  cam  upon  which,  from  the  aiml- ' 
laritf  of  language  and  «entiment,  the  opmion 
of  the  federal  oourt  in  Philadelphia  Boems  U> 
have  turned ;  all  that  part  of  it,  at  least,  which 
went  t«  snpport  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
ia  emplojing  ageiita-  to  iasne  cnirencj,  and 
making  the  banc  liable  for  the  cnrTenc7  so 
iasned.  It  seems  to  support  the  court,  but  cog- 
noicere  eauteu  rerum — to  know  the  oansea  of 
things — is  as  IndispenBeble  in  the  science  of 
the  law,  as  it  La  desirable  in  the  mjateriaB  of 
natnre.  Now,  sir,  observe  with  what  ease  one 
single  word  will  change  the  whole  direction  of 
Bigg's  case,  will  take  it  from  the  coart,  and 
turn  it  agiunst  the  oonrt,  and  annihilate  all  the 
pretensions  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  issae 
onrrenc;  throngb  agents.  The  case  of  Bigg 
tnrned  npon  British  statute  law;  upon  an  act 
of  Parliament  made  in  1697,  in  amendment  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  such  as 
the  Back  of  the  United  Btales  applied  for  here 
and  oonld  not  obtain.    This  is  the  clause : 

"That  tbe  torgiag  or  coanterfeiting  of  the  com- 
mon seal  of  nid  incorpontioa  of  the  gttvemor  and 
Oompinj,  or  of  U17  sealed  biok  bill  made  or  giren 
out  in  the  name  of  the  said  governor  uid  compi- 
Dj,  for  the  payment  of  buj  sum  of  moiief,  or  of 
tnj  bank  note  of  any  sort  whsleter,  liyntd  for  tht 
mud  governor  andeompanjf  of  lAe  Bank  of  England, 
or  the  ftlteriag  or  ruiiig  any  Gudorsement  on  any 
bank  bill  or  note  of  any  sort,  iholt  be,  and  is  here- 
by, declared  and  a^udged  to  be  bang,  without  ben- 
efit of  clergy." 

Thia  is  the  act  nnder  which  Btgg  was  iudiot- 
•d.  The  note  which  he  was  chanrad  with  al- 
tering, or  rather  erasing  a  credit  from  it,  was 
signed  hj  Joshua  Adams,  and  Adams  was  ap- 

Sniuted  under  the  clause  which  authorized  the 
ank  of  England  to  get  their  notes  af^noi/OT- 
lIU  company.  HaTing  a  right  to  aign  notes  bj 
an  agent,  and  the  notea  signed  bj  Adama  for 
the  oompan;  having  been  always  pwd  at  bank, 
the  court,  would  not  look  into  his  appointment; 
thej  would  presume  him  to  be  the  agent  of  the 
bank,  and  to  he  duly  appointed ;  that  is,  nnder 
seal.  Now,  apply  this  to  the  branch  bank 
presidents.  Who  authorized  them  to  sign  the 
currency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States! 
Where  is  the  statute  giving  the  bank  power  to 
use  agents  for  signing?  There  is  none.  The 
power  was  applied  for  in  1621,  and  refused ; 
and  now  it  must  require  a  power  of  presump- 
tion, eqnal  to  the  power  of  legislation,  to  pre- 
sume that  the  branch  bank  presidents  are  agents 
of  the  United  States  hank  to  sign  currency, 
when  the  bank  is  not  allowed  to  haveanj  agent 
at  all  for  such  a  purpose. 

The  case  of  Bigg,  Mr.  President,  shows  five 
points  of  difference  between  thenotw  hesigned 
and  these  branch  hank  orders,  and  everj  point 
fatal  to  the  orders. 

Fint.  The  Bank  of  England  had  statutory 
authority  to  appoint  an  a^nt  to  sign  their 
note?;  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  no 
suoh  anthoritj  with  respect  to  their  currency. 

SeBoadljf.  The  agent  of  the  Bank  of  England 


only  signed  the  notes ;  the  branch  bank  pnA- 

dents  both  sign  and  issue  these  orders. 

Thirdly.  llie  Bank  of  England's  agent  ragned 
the  notes  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  govenior  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  the  branch 
bank  presidents  sign  in  their  own  names,  and 
on  their  own  acoonnt. 

Ikmrthly.  The  notea  dgaed  by  Adams  were 
drawn  in  the  corporat«  name  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  cont^ned  the  promise  of  the  gor- 
emor  and  company  of  that  Dank,  bjr  their  cor- 
porate style  and  name,  to  pay  the  amount  rf 
the  note  to  the  bearer,  on  demand :  the  order* 
in  question  are  not  drawn  in  the  corporate  name 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  they  eon- 
tain  no  promise  or  acceptance  of  the  presidenl, 
directors,  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  pay  any  thing,  to  anybody, 
at  any  time  whatever. 

Fifthly.  The  notes  ngned  by  Adams  wera 
the  real  promissory  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, such  as  the  charter  expressly  aatboriiM 
the  bank  to  Issue  for  currency ;  these  orders, 
signed  and  issued  by  the  branch  banlc  pr«^ 
dents,  are  not  authorized  to  be  issued  as  cur- 
rency by  any  clause  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

Upon  these  five  points  of  difference,  each  of 
them  BQstained  in  point  of  &ct,  1,  by  tbeindiet- 
raent against  Bigg;  %,  by  the  special  verdict; 
S,  by  the  argument  before  the  court ;  4,  by  the 
act  of  Pariiament  of  1 697 ;  and,  G,  by  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  conrt,  I  must  insist  that  the  case 
of  Bigg  is  the  most  complete  and  perfect  sd- 
thority  for  the  condemnation  of  this  branch 
bank  currency,  which  the  wit  of  man  conW  have 
devised.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  omnipotent.  It  open* 
a  battery  of  thunder  and  liBntning  npon  the 
Philadel^ia  decidon.  It  pnlverices  Uiat  de- 
cision. Yet  the  bank  is  triumphant  I  It  carries 
all  before  it  I  It  bestrides,  as  a  Coloesua,  the 
prostrate  charter  which  Congress  gave  it  Tt 
cl^s  a  foot  npon  a  word  here,  and  a  j^nea 
there — rears  her  gigantic  form  above  all  law. 
and  boldly  places  an  empire  at  defiance!  Ana 
yet  there  are  people  to  talk  about  new  restrio- 
tions  to  bind  this  gigantic  power;  aa  if  it  wai 
in  the  destiny  of  man  that  the  weaker  shoald 
ever  bind  the  stronger  party.  No,  At-  we  m 
engaged  with  the  real  presence  of  tiiat  ftbled 
monster — once  believed  to  he  the  fabnlous  crea- 
tion of  frenzied  poets — that  monster  whid  no 
art  nor  power  could  ever  bind !  which  changed 
his  form,  at  will,  from  man  to  beast — fh>m  God 
to  serpent — from  serpent  to  wal«r — from  a  Htct 
of  fiowing  water  to  a  column  of  blaring  Sr«; 
and  thus  eluded,  in  the  act  of  receiving  them, 
the  grasp  and  catch  of  every  chain  that  iru 
thrown  upon  him. 

Mr.  President,  this  finishes  my  argumeut  to 
show  the  illegality  of  this  species  of  currpncf ; 
and  believing  the  fact  of  this  ill^ality  to  be 
fully  and  incontrovertibly  established,  I  might 
here  terminate  my  labor,  and  rest  my  caie. 
But,  sir,  I  deem  nothing  in  human  operatiooj 
sufficiently  known  until  the  reasons  of  it  an 
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knoirn.  I  wUl,  therefore,  odTonce  a  step  far- 
ther, and  la/  open  tbe  reasone  and  oaasea  for 
the  invention  of  these  brtncb  bank  orders,  aad 
for  their  imposition  apon  the  public,  to  the  es- 
dosiun,  in  maaj  States,  of  the  lawfol  promis- 
torj  notes  of  the  pre^dent,  directors,  and  corn- 
pan/  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  To  do 
this  I  shall  hare  recourse  to  evidence,  not  to 
arpiunent;  and  to  make  thatevidencethe  more 
euil7  intelligible,  I  will  rapidly  review  the 
three  great  points  of  history  in  the  career  of 
this  bank;  namelj,  1.  Its  apparent  but  delasive 
puKperity  at  the  Etart ;  8.  tta  sudden  eaifnlf- 
meat  in  the  vortoi  of  bankrnptcy ;  8.  Its  ap- 
parent but  delnsive  prosperity  noir. 
The  bank  went  into  operation  with  the  be- 

Cing  of  the  year  1817 ;  established  eighteen 
ches,  half  a  dozen  of  which  in  the  SoatJi 
and  West;  issued  its  own  notes  freely,  and 
made  large  issnea  of  notes  payable  at  all  these 
bnnehea.  The  course  of  trade  carried  the 
branch  notes  of  tbe  Sontb  and  West  to  tbe 
Northeast;  tad  nothing  in  the  course  of  trade 
1»vught  Ihem  back  to  tbe  West.  They  wore 
payable  in  all  demands  to  the  Federal  Oovem- 
ment;  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
tai  Boston  received  them  in  payment  of  goods, 
aod  gave  them— not  back  again  in  payment  of 
Southern  and  Western  prodnce — bat  to  the  ool- 
leclors  of  tbe  customs.  Become  the  money  of 
the  Giovemment,  the  bank  had  to  treat  them  as 
ca^.  Tbe  fourteenth  section  of  the  charter 
made  them  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the 
Govenuuent,  and  another  clause  required  tbe 
bfnk  to  transfer  the  moneys  of  the  Qovern- 
tneuC  to  any  point  ordered ;  those  two  clauses 
(the  transfer  olanse  being  harmless  witbont  tbe 


■11  the  notee  of  all  the  branches  wherever  pre- 
sented :  for,  if  she  did  not  do  it,  she  would  be 
ordered  to  transfer  the  notes  to  the  place  where 
they  were  payable,  and  then  to  transfer  the  sil' 
ver  to  the  place  where  it  was  wanted:  and 
both  diese  operations  sbe  had  to  perform  at  her 
OKU  expense.  The  southern  and  western 
branch  notes  flowed  to  the  Northeast ;  the  gold 
sod  silver  of  tbe  South  and  West  were  ordered 
to  follow  them;  and,  in  a  little  while,  the 
q)ecie  of  the  South  and  West  was  transferred 
to  the  Northeaat ;  but  the  notes  went  faster  on 
hoiaes  and  in  mail  stages  than  the  silver  could 

£ia  wagons ;  and  the  parent  bank  in  Pbila- 
Iphia,  and  the  branches  in  New  York  and 
Boston,  eibansted  by  the  double  operation  of 
providing  for  their  own,  and  for  eoutliem  and 
western  branch  notes  bewdes,  were  on  the 
point  of  stopping  payment  at  the  end  of  two 
years.  Mr,  Obevee  then  came  Into  the  presi- 
dency ;  he  stopped  the  issue  of  soatbem  and 
western  branch  paper,  and  saved  the  bank  from 
insolvency  I  Application  was  then  made  to 
Congress  to  repeal  the  fourteenth  seetion  of  the 
diflrter,  and  thus  relieve  the  bank  from  this 
obligation  to  cash  its  notes  everywhere.  Con- 
grai  routed  U>  do  $o.    Application  was  made 


at  the  same  time  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  twelitb 
fundamental  article  of  the  constitntion  of  the 
bank,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  president 
and  principal  cashier  of  tbe  parent  bank  from 
the  labor  of  signing  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes, 
Congran  f^utei  that  application  aUa.  And 
here  every  thing  rested  wcile  Mr.  Obeves^n- 
tinned  president.  The  southern  and  weBt«m 
branchee  ceased  to  do  bosinesa  a»  hisnkt ;  no 
bank  notes  or  bills  were  seen  but  those  bearing 
the  signatures  of  the  president  and  his  princi- 
pal oaahier,  and  none  of  thesepayable  at  sooth- 
era  and  western  branohes.  The  profits  of  tbe 
stockholders  became  inconsiderable,  and  th« 
prospect  of  a  renewed  charter  was  ]o«t  in  the 
actual  view  of  the  inactivity  and  uselessness  of 
the  bank  in  the  South  and  West  Ur.  Ohevea 
retired.  Ho  withdrew  from  an  institution  he 
1^  saved  from  bankruptcy,  but  which  ho  could 
not  render  nseful  to  the  South  and  West ;  and 
then  ensned  a  set  of  operations  for  enabling  the 
bank  to  do  the  things  which  Congress  had  re- 
fused to  do  for  it ;  that  is  to  say,  to  avoid  the 
operation  of  the  fourteenth  section,  andsomnoh 
of  the  tweltth  fundamental  article  as  related  to 
the  signatare  of  the  notes  and  bills  of  the  bank. 
These  operations  resnlted  in  the  invenUon  of 
the  hrandi  bank  orderi.  These  orders,  now 
flooding  tbe  country,  circulating  as  note^  and 
considered  everywhere  as  gold  and  ulver, 
(because  they  are  voluntorijy  cashed  at  several 
branches,  and  erronttnulf/  received  at  every 
land,  office  and  onstom-honse,)  have  given  to  the 
bank  its  present  apparent  prosperity,  its  tern* 
porary  popularity,  and  its  delnsive  cry  of  a 
soond  and  uniform  currency.     This  is  my  nar- 

"  e;  an  appalling  one,  it  mast  be  admitted; 
et  it  stand  for  nothing  if  not  sustained  by 
the  proof.    Here,  then,  is  the  proof! 

[Extrscts  read  from  Hr.  Cheves's  report.] 

This  was  Mr.  Cheves's  report  to  the  stock- 
holders ;  they  consulted  as  to  the  means  of  re- 
"  f,  es|>ecially  on  the  great  points  of  signing 


Congress  alone  conld  relieve  them ;  that  legis- 
lative remedies  were  indispensable ;  and  a  me- 
morial was  dranshted  accordingly.  Its  intro- 
dactory  paragraph  is  remarkable,  and  deserves 
to  be  read. 

"  Tbat  tbe  iugtitntioa  of  which  they  are  mana^n 
is  laboting  under  several  grievances,  not  only  injuri- 
ous to  the  bank,  but,  M  they  respectfully  conceive, 
to  the  nation  also,  which  c*jl  for  Ugitlativt  rolief ; 
some  of  these  arise  from  the  origimai  mnuiioru  of 
appropriate  legal  enactments,  others  from  certain 
provitioya  of  the  charter,  not  suited  to  the  comfilion 
and  eirtunulane—  of  the  bank,  and  one  of  very 
important  cfaaiacter,  from  a  regulation  concerning 
the  JUeai  rtttipU  of  tbe  Govemolent  of  tbe  Union. 
For  tbe  remedg  of  these  tBil>,  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  or  the  United  States  cor  onlg  look  to  Confmt.'' 

Mark.  I  beseech  yon,  Mr.  President,  the 
phraseology  of  Uiis  memorial,  and  consider  who 
was  the  man  tbat  signed  it,  and  most  probably 
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irew  it.  It  compljUiu  of  oiipnal  omiMionB, 
Uid  extatiag  proTuions  in  the  cbarter,  for  the 
remedj  of  which  le^ative  aid  is  prajed,  and 
OoDgrsM  declared  to  be  the  only  power  that 
can  grant  it.  One  of  the  evils  thns  complained 
of  WBB,  the  labor  imposed  Qpon  the  president  of 
the  bank,  and  the  prinoipal  cashier,  iu  Bigning 
the  flTS  and  ten  dollar  notes ;  another  was  the 
difficnlty  of  providing  payment  for  the  same 
note  at  the  branch  bank  which  issued  it,  and  at 
the  other  branches  to  which  it  might  becarried 
in  the  course  of  trade  and  business.  The  me- 
morial was  accompanied  by  an  argnraentative 
remonstraoce,  strongly  orpng  Congress  to  grant 
the  relief  prayed  for.  The  appointment  of  an 
agent  and  register  to  sign  notes  was  urgently 
pressed,  for  we  purpose  of  relieving  the  presi- 


bnnness  of  the  bank,  bnt  to  no  purpose 
gresa  refused  the  request  The  other  branch  of 
the  memorial  shared  the  sune  fate.  It  was  the 
main  application,  and  every  argnment  was  nsed 
to  induce  Congress  to  grant  it,  bat  withont 
effect  Hr.  Oheves  represented,  and  most  truly, 
that  the  bank  conJd  not  provide  payment  for 
the  same  note,  at  the  same  time,  in  eighteen 
different  places.  His  langnage  was ;  "  To-day, 
a  branch  tkaU,  hatt  a  million  of  capital ;  tn 
tAree  months  it  maj/  ba  ieithout  a  emit."  All 
this  was  tme,  is  now  true,  and  forever  will  be 
true.  Bnt  the  bank  was  established  to  fbmish  a 
tovnd  and  nni/^rm  onrrenoy ;  that  sonndnesa 
and  nniformity  could  only  be  atttuned  by  cash- 
ing the  notes  wherever  they  were  presented ; 
if  that  could  not  be  done,  tiepvilie  oMeet  for 
ettabliihing  Oui  hank  had  failed;  and  Congress 
reused  to  let  its  branches  degenerate  into  local 
institutions,  issaittg  a  local  paper  for  the  private 
gain  of  Qie  stockholders,  when  the  ([feat  pabUc 
object  was  no  longer  attainable.  The  refnsal 
was  peremptory ;  and  as  the  bank  conld  not  go 
on  according  to  the  charter,  and  cash  its  notes  at 
all  the  branches,  the  branches  were  shnt  up. 
They  issued  no  note*;  made  few  or  no  dia- 
oonnts ;  confined  themselves  to  dealing  In  ez- 
obange,  and  oolleoUngthe  gold  and  silver  of  the 
&ont£  and  West,  and  remitting  it  to  the  parent 
bank.  This  stale  of  things  continned  about 
seven  years,  and  dnring  all  that  time  the  bank 
was  fori'eitiog  its  charter  for  non-UMr,  that  is 
to  say,  for  not  nsing  its  powers  for  the  public 
and  beneficial  object  for  which  it  was  granted. 
This  was  an  improfitable  seeson  for  the  stock- 
holders; divideads  were  small;  the  odinm  of 
the  institution  ^eat;  its  inability  to  famish  a 
soond  and  nniform  currency  admitted ;  the 
charter  duly  liable  to  forfeitare ;  and  all  hopes 
for  its  renewal  perfectly  desperate.  In  these 
circumstances  action  became  indispensable. 
It  was  neck  or  nothing.  Inaction  was  death ; 
action  could  be  no  worse,  and  might  lead  to 
life.  Some  new  remedy  must  be  tried ;  some 
daring  experiment  mnat  be  adventured ;  how- 
ever doubtful  the  issue,  however  hazudooa  the 
trial,  the  venture  most  be  made ;  it  was  a  case 


for  diffitalii/tni  the  venture  was  mad«.  Wlut 
that  venture  was,  and  how  wond«rftiUy  it  has 
succeeded,  to  the  astonishment  of  its  delighted 
protectors,  I  will  now  show  yon  in  the  wofi* 
of  the  present  president  of  the  bank : 
Hr.  BiDDLl's  Jleperl  lo  Iht  SleekHelden  at  Uu  Tri- 
mniiU  Mteting,  8tptemb«r,  ISSl.— jEzfroda 

"  The  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  >«l  cMablidwd 
tor  the  purpose  of  restoring  specie  paymenti,  wbii^ 
hkd  for  a  long  time  been  suspended  througbDul  s 
great  part  of  the  conatry — of  fumJituDg  a  touui 
cirevl<Uiitg  mtditan,  and  of  giving  more  uu/mu^ 
to  the  BichsDges  between  distant  seetiam  of  the 
DnioD.  By  imparting  more  than  Mvea  nuIHoai  of 
specie,  and  by  a  fHe  isaoe  of  notes  inmeditdy 
after  its  establisboteDt,  the  bank  with  gnat  tacr^hn 
succeeded  for  a  Ume  in  attaining  thaw  cAfeeti;  twt 
it  aeems  to  have  been  afterward*  conMaradthtliM 
powvis  «m  czAmt^wt  ijr  rtc  <^«rt,  Mrf  Oof  tk  AW 
MnHonot  ^  it  KOiM  bt  ti«ft'rt)y  imprmt  H'cilf.  Tbe 
—ttniiai  diSievity  was  preMmed  to  lie  ia  Ike  fro- 
rition  at  the  charter,  making  the  note*  miimntllf 
receinblefor  debts  doe  to  t£e  OovenB«Bt,Bbicli, 
by  obliging  the  huk  t«  prvndt  mmtat  for  Ikt 
same  note  at  rsrious  placea,  would  reqidtc  it  le 
retain  a  greater  amount  of  apecia  than  itcodd  inu 
of  notes;  thus  di  mi  Dishing  ntfaer  than  Increuing 
the  sound  circulation,  l^e  consequence  iru,  the 
tiank  isroed  its  oirn  notes  spsringly,  more  eipraiD; 
Id  the  Southern  ud  Western  Suiea,  where  it  often 

iferred  the  reissoe  of  the  notes  of  the  State  btokl, 


taftlu» 


plma  TtBtot*  fmK  lh»  pinnX  if  itnttrng  IAm. 

"  HavlDg,  in  compliance  with  the  diiectioaa  of 
the  Btockholden  iu  18S!,  applied  wtfJkiNf  —ttm  to 
Congress  for  a  mocUGcation  of  this  Ji«aMiiy  fi»- 
tpuion  in  ibt  tJUirttT,  it  became  ntcatan  nr  llrt 
board  of  directors  to  re-examine  the  coaMitntico  of 
the  bank,  in  order  to  £iemtr  whether  Ibete  «aire*Uj 
ony  organie  defect  which  prevented  It  from  perfont 
ing  the  functions  to  which  it  was  destined,  or 
whether  some  differed  eoinbin/Uian  of  ila  poien 
might  not  oeereoma  ia  £ffietdtie*. 

"  Tlie  experiment  was  iDleresUng  and  iaarAut. 
It  was  to  try  bow  far  the  institution  eoald  lacetti 
in  doing  that  which  had  nerer  yet  saceeeded  rf» 
vAire,  in  diflhaing  over  so  wide  Knir&oeaf  cooMrr 
a  currency  of  large  amount  and  of  un^arm  tiloe, 
at  all  places  and  under  all  dreumslances;  and  tbe 
whether  It  could  bring  down  to  its  eilreme  lioit 
the  necessary  expense  of  comtoefcial  inteteonrta 
between  diitanl  sections  of  couDtrr,  whcfe  ei~ 
changeable  productions  were  of  nieh  Tarioui  and 
unequal  values. 


doubtfJ  it 

equafly  Inif 


has  now  been  in  (^ttntioa  Rn 
t  was  at  jfrtt  expertniflKa',  aed  of 
.    and   as    the   consequenMi  wei* 
,  Important  to  the  bank  and  lbs  caainoaitTi 
progress  has  been  watcbed  with  dttf  mlitil'i' 
nceeii,  therefoie,  has  been  seen  wilb  fV" 
tionate  Batiif>ctii»i." 

Hr.  President,  it  is  not  myfsahion  lopvti 
■trained  constmctlon  upon  any  geotJeDun« 
words — npon  the  words  of  one  present,  mack 
less  one  who  has  no  places  no  Toioe  hen.  I 
will,  therefore,  pat  no  oonstrnotioa  at  iS  npw 
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the  luiKnage  which  I  have  raed.  I  will  let 
•verjwonlstiuidforiteelf;  will  let  avery  phraae 
be  tftkeo  in  its  literal,  D&tDral,  obvious,  inevita- 
ble mMaing.  And  what  do  thej  tell  yon  ? 
Vhj,  that  poymeDt  of  the  ume  note  at  varioDS 
places  waa  imposHible ;  that  compaUory  pay- 
ments were  fttol  to  the  bank ;  and,  to  get  nd 
of  them,  she  haa  done  for  herself  what  Con- 
grew  refhiied  to  do  for  her,  and  what  her  direc- 
tory, in  the  dme  of  Mr.  Oheves,  solemnly  do- 
dared  that  Con^retH  alone  conld  do  1  l^is  ia 
That  the  pre^dent  of  the  bank  teUa  yon.  Look 
it  the  words : 

"Bink  eUatdkhed  t«  keep  op  a  aouad  uniform 
mraiey ;  exhaoated  by  the  eaort  to  do  ao  i  eotirely 
impiacuc^le;  eneatial  difflcultj  io  the  provvuon 
«r  the  ebarter  (the  Klh  wctioa)  which  made  the 
sol«a  luuTereall;  receivabte  by  Qorerament ;  com- 
pellable to  pay  at  places  remote  from  the  paiot  of 
iMuiug ;  applied  without  lucceu  tu  Congreaa  for  a 
DDMli^lion  of  tbig  dimbling  proviBion;  re-eiamt- 
ution  of  the  constitution  of  Ihi  bank;  discovery 
of  Dtw  powen;  the  diffloolties  overcome;  experi- 
ncot  huardous;  never  succeeded  elsewhere;  the 
•mat  doabt£il;  progreM  watched  with  deepsoUci- 
tade;  great  salistaetion  at  the  success." 

Aad  now,  Mr.  Prewdent,  what  waa  this  ex- 

Sriment,  of  haxard  so  ffreat,  of  issne  so  donbt- 
,  which  never  sncceeued  elsewhere,  the  prog- 
ress of  which  was  watched  with  so  much  f.-ar 
ind  trembling,  and  the  fancied  success  of  which 
is  announced  with  so  much  satisfaction !  Sir, 
it  iethainventioDof  this  branch  bank  currency  I 
It  is  the  substitution  of  branch  bank  orden  for 
the  promiasorr  noU*  of  the  Bank  of  the  ITnited 
States  I  And  sorely,  from  the  first  eatahlish- 
msDt  of  banks  to  tiie  present  day,  a  more  po- 
tent medicine  waa  never  invented  for  the  cnre 
of  the  diseases  to  which  banks  ore  most  subject. 
It  has  completely  overcome  all  the  difBcnlties 
which  the  bank  lay  ander  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Cheves's  memorial,  and  which  were  then  ad- 
mitted to  be  &tal  to  it.  What  were  those  diffi- 
cdtiGat  They  were  a  twofold  impediment. 
firit,  a  total  inability  to  sign  notes  fast  enough 
wmuUy,  a  tot^  inability  to  pay  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  charter,  after  they  were  signed. 
TtM  remedy  wanted  was,  increased  facilities  for 
■igning;  diminished  liabilities  for  paying  I  And 
the  orders  have  completely  answered  this 
donble  object.  Signers  enoogh  now,  and  eom- 
p^sory  payment  nowhere  I  lliia  is  theglorioos 
relief  which  the  experiment  has  bronght.  This 
is  the  cataplasm  which  has  healed  the  wonnils 
rftbe  bank.  This  is  the  medicinal  drng — the 
balsamic  drink — the  restorative  infusion — which 
has  poured  a  new  portion  of  strength  into  the 
eihaosted  machine,  and  enabled  it  to  i>ear  its 
itfirmitiea  a  little  longer.  Fifty  signers  at 
work,  and  one  hnndr&d  and  fi^y  endorsing 
derks,  pouring  outfrom  five  and  twenty  places 
theirperennialitreama  of  paper.  When  out,  it 
is  not  payable  by  law  anywhere.  Not  at  the 
branch   which   iasnes   it;  for  there  ia  neither 

Jromise,  nor  law,  to  exact  the  payment  there, 
lot  at  aay  other  branch,  for  the  14th  section 


[Sn 


of  the  charter  does  not  apply  to  orders,  and  we 
have  Just  seen  that  tiiey  wereinvented  toevade 
that  section.  Not  in  Fhiladelpbia ;  for,  not- 
withstanding that  may  he  the  purport  of  the 
order,  yet  it  is  an  absolute  impossibility ;  for 
the  people  of  this  wide  confederacy,  the  labor- 
ing people  especially,  who  handle  these  small 
oraers,  can  never  go  mi  to  Philadelphia  to  de- 
mand the  hard  money  for  them.  Yes,  sir,  these 
orders  are  the  thing.  It  Is  the  oorrenoy  of 
which  they  are  composed  which  has  enabled 
the  machinery  of  the  bank  to  go  to  work  after 
the  inaction  from  1819  to  1S27.  It  is  this  onr- 
rency  which  has  enabled  it  to  flood  the  Soath 
and  West  (as  I  will  show  presently)  with  paper 
for  which  it  has  not  the  means  of  redemption. 
It  is  this  which  has  enabled  its  votaries  to  raise 
the  cry,  brief  and  delusive,  of  sonnd  and  uni- 
form currency.  It  is  this  which  enables  the 
retuners  of  the  bank  to  conti'adict  Prtiideat 
JiMibon  fbr  repeating  its  own  words;  yes!  re- 
peatiUK  their  own  words:  fur  the  Message  of 
1829,  declaring  the  fwlure  of  the  bank  to  furnish 
a  sonnd  and  nniform  currency,  is  nothin(^  but 
the  repetition  of  what  the  bank  directory  itself 
had  declared,  and  what  all  intelligent  men 
know  to  be  true.  It  is  this  illegal,  irresponsible 
currency  which  has  enabled  the  bank  to  fill 
the  Union  with  debtors  in  chains,  who  scream 
incessantly  for  the  life  and  glory  of  their  Jng- 
ffemavt,  and  attack  withthefnryof  wild  beasts 
every  publlo  man  who  will  not  square  his  pub- 
lic condnct  by  the  devouring  miseries  of  their 
own  private  condition,  and  the  remorseless 
cravings  of  their  insatiate  idol. 

I  have  now  established,  Ur.  President,  as  I 
traat  and  believe,  the  truth  of  the  first  branch 
of  my  proportion,  namely,  that  this  currency 
of  branch  nank  orders  is  uBanthoriied  by  the 
charter,  and  illegal.  I  will  now  say  a  few 
words  in  support  of  the  second  branch  of  the 

Eroposition,  namely,  that  this  currency  ought  to 
e  Buppresaed. 

The  mere  fact  of  the  i]l««a]ity,  sir,  I  should 
hold  to  be  sufficient  to  Juatiiy  this  suppreaMon. 
In  aoonntry  of  laws,  the  laws  should  be  obeyed. 
No  private  individual  should  be  allowed  to 
trample  them  under  foot ;  mnoh  less  a  pnblio 
man,  or  pnblic  body;  least  of  all,  a  rntt 
moneyed  corporation  wielding  about  one  nnn- 
dred  miUions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  boldly 
contending  with  tiie  Federal  Government  for 
the  sceptre  of  political  power — mimty  u  powtr  I 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States  possesses  more 
money  than  the  Federal  Government;  and  the 
qaeetion  of  power  is  now  to  be  decided  Iwtween 


case  of  clear  a 
a  violation  of  the  laws  by  this  great  moneyed 
corporation;  and  that  not  of  a  single  statute, 
and  by  inadvertence,  and  in  a  small  matter, 
which  concerns  but  few,  but  in  one  general, 
sweeping,  studied,  and  aystematio  Infraction  of 
a  whole  code  of  laws — of  an  entire  consti- 
tutlon,  made  for  its  sole  government  and  re- 
strunt — and  the  pemioiona  effects  of  which  en- 
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ter  iuto  the'  revennea  of  the  UnioD,  and  extend 
themselTes  to  erer;  tnonejed  transaction  be- 
tween man  and  man.  This  is  the  case  of  vio- 
lated law  which  Btands  before  70a;  &Qd  if  it 
goes  unpnniahed,  then  do  I  say,  the  question  of 
political  power  isdecided  between  the  bank  and 
the  Qovemment.  The  qneation  of  Bapremllcy 
is  at  an  end.  Let  there  be  no  more  talk  of 
restrictiona  or  limitation  in  the  charter.  Grant 
a  new  one.  Ormt  it  npon  the  spot.  Grant  it 
without  words  I  Grant  it  in  blank!  to  save 
the  directors  from  the  labor  of  re-eiaminadon  I 
the  oonrt  from  the  labor  of  constructions!  and 
Tonreelves  from  the  degradation  of  being  pub- 
liclj  trampled  nnder  foot  I 

I  do  insist,  Mr.  President  that  this  cnrrency 
onght  to  be  enppresBed  for  illegolitj  alone,  even 
if  DO  jieniicioaH  conseqnefices  coold  resnlt  f^om 
its  circulation.  But  pernicious  consequences 
do  result.  The  substituted  currency  is  not  the 
equivalent  of  the  branch  bank  notes,  whose 
place  it  haa  naarped ;  it  is  inferior  to  those 
notes  in  vital  particulars,  and  to  the  manifest 
danger  and  loss  of  the  people. 

In  the  first  place,  these  branch  bank  orders 
are  not  payabU  in  th»  StaUi  in  wAieh  fA^  are 
itnted.     Look  at  them!  they  are  nommally 

fiayahle  in  FhiJade^hial  Look  at  the  law  I 
t  gives  the  holder  no  right  to  demand  their 
contents  at  the  branch  bonk,  until  the  order 
lias  been  to  Philadelphia,  and  returned.  I  la; 
no  stress  upon  the  insidious  oircnmstnnce  that 
these  orders  are  now  pwd  at  the  branch  where 
issued,  and  at  other  branches.  That  voluntary, 
delusive  payment  may  satisfy  those  who  are 
willing  to  awallowagildedhook;  itmaysatisf; 
t^ose  who  are  willing  to  hold  their  property 
at  the  will  of  the  ^ank.  For  my  part,  I  want 
law  for  my  rights.  I  look  at  the  law,  to  the 
legal  righta  of  the  bolder,  apd  say  that  be  has 
no  right  to  demand  payment  at  the  branch 
which  iasued  the  order.  The  present  custom 
of  paying  is  volnntarj,  not  compulsory;  it  de- 
pends upon  the  will  of  the  bank,  not  npon  law ; 
and  none  but  tyrants  can  require,  or  slaves 
sabmit  to,  a  tenure  at  will.  These  orders,  even 
admitting  them  to  be  legal,  are  only  payable  in 
Philadelphia;  andtodemandpaymentthere,i8a 
delusive  and  impraelieabU  right.  For  the 
body  of  the  citizens  cannot  go  to  Philadelphia 
to  get  the  change  for  the  small  orders;  mer- 
chants will  not  remit  them ;  they  wonld  aa 
soon  carry  up  the  fire  of  hell  to  Philadelphia ; 
for  the  bank  wonld  consign  them  to  ruin  if  they 
did.  These  orders  are  for  the  frontiers ;  and 
it  is  made  the  interest  and  the  policy  of  mer- 
chants to  leave  them  at  home,  and  take  a  bill 
of  exchange  at  a  nominal  premium.  Brokers 
alone  will  ever  carry  them,  and  that  as  their 
own,  after  buying  them  ont  of  the  hands  of  the 
people  at  a  discount  fixed  by  themselves. 

This  contrivance,  Mr.  President,  of  issuing 
bank  paper  at  one  place,  payable  at  another 
and  a  distant  place,  is  not  a  new  thing  under 
t^e  BUD ;  bat  its  success,  if  it  succeeds  here, 
will  l>e  a  new  thing  in  the  hLdtory  of  banlang. 


This  contrivance,  sir,  is  of  European  origin.  It 
began  in  Scotland  some  yearsago,  with  sbinker 
in  Aberdeen,  who  issued  promissory  notes  dbt- 
able  in  Ltrndon.  Then  the  Bank  of  Irelinaut 
her  branches  in  Sligo,  Cork,  and  Selfait,  at  tl» 
same  work,  and  thej  made  their  branch  aetea 
payable  in  Publin.  The  English  conotry  bank- 
ers took  the  hint,  and  put  out  their  uotes  pay- 
able in  LonAim.  The  mass  of  these  notta 
were  of  the  6mallerdBnominationB,onBBDdlwo 
pounds  sterling,  corresponding  with  our  Sie 
and  ten  dollar  orders ;  such  as  were  hmdled 
by  the  laboring  classes,  and  who  could  neTer 
carry  them  to  LanAon  and  JMilih  to  demtad 
the  contents.  At  this  point  the  British  Im- 
perial Parliament  took  cognizance  of  the  mst- 
ter ;  treated  the  issne  of  such  not^  as  a  viclotis 
practice,  violative  of  the  very  flrat  idea  of  a 
sound  currency,  and  particularly  dangerous  to 
the  laboring  classes.  Tbe  parliament  suppreM- 
ed  tbe  practice.  This  all  happened  in  theycir 
1828 ;  and  now  this  practice,  thus  snpprwsd 
in  Englmd^  Sectland,  and  Ireland,  is  in  fall 
operation  in  our  America  /  and  the  directors  irf 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  cdebnUd, 
as  the  greatest  of  financiers,  for  picking  np  m 
illegal  practice  of  Scottish  orwin,  and  putting 
it  into  operation  in  the  United  States,  asil  tliit, 
too,  in  the  very  yearin  which  it  wassuppreswd 
in  Great  Britdn  I 

In  the  next  place,  these  orders  are  impover- 
ishing and  destructive  to  the  States  in  wUch 
they  are  issued,  because  they  lead  to  the  abdac- 
tion  of  it»  gold  and  rUter.  If  notes  are  issDcd, 
they  are  payable  at  the  branch  bank,  and  ui 
adeqnate  supply  of  gold  and  silver  must  be  kept 
on  hand  to  redeem  them  ;  but  these  orden 
being  drawn  on  Philadelphia,  the  gold  and  ut- 
ver  of  the  State  must  bo  sent  there  to  meet 
them.  This  is  the  clear  undoubted  theory  of 
this    new-fangled    currency ;    it  is   also  Iba 

gwved  established  practice  and  effects  of  it. 
verybody  in  the  South  and  West  knows  Ihil 
the  hard  money  of  the  country  is  eoDstanlly 
disappearing ;  but  those  only  who  have  ob- 
served the  working  of  the  machinery  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  StateSjCan  tell  where  all 
this  hard  money  is  gone.  The  monthly  slst*- 
ments  ofthe  bank  will  tell  thissecret.  Thejirifl 
show  that  the  gold  and  rilver  of  the  South  and 
West  go  to  the  Northeast ;  and  that  the  branches 
are  the  channels  of  collection  and  remittance. 
Here  are  some  items  from  the  returns  of  tlie 
year  1880,  the  last  which  have  been  yet  prinled, 
and  which  will  throw  a  little  light  upon  thii 
snbject : 

[The  statementL] 
Here  is  a  picture  fbr  yon,  Mr.  Preadent,  and 
a  contrast  with  it  On  one  side,  a  most  beg- 
garly exhibition  of  empty  boxes ;  on  tbe  other, 
fulness  and  distension  to  bursting.  W«t  of 
tbe  Alleghanies,  and  sonth  of  the  Potomac,  no 
hard  money;  in  the  Northeast,  millions  at 
every  point.  But,  as  a  compensatiiA  for  vm 
deficiency  of  metal,  we  have  a  moat  borotiftl 
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Hppl7  of  paper.  Ten,  twenty,  thirt;,  forty, 
fift/  to  ODB  is  oar  proportion  of  paper  to  Bilver. 
And  (or  aU  this  p«.per  the  country  is  id  debt, 
ftod  payi  interest  (bank  interest)  to  non-rMi- 
deats  and  foreignera  I  GentJemen  of  the  Booth 
oomplaia  of  the  tArifij  and  donbtleas  with  mach 
reason ;  bat  tbe  day  li  at  hand  when  every  eye 
ib»U  BM.  And  every  too^e  shall  confess,  that 
tbe  tariff  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  largest,  uor 
the  most  voFAciona  vampire  which  sacks  at 
their  vuns  I  The  Bank  of  the  United  Stat«s 
divides  that  bnsinesa  with  the  tariff,  and,  like 
Uh  Btroiiger  brother,  takes  the  laraest  share  to 
herseif.  She  fomishea  her  brood  of  these  in- 
sstisMe  BDcken.  She  hao^  them  on  every 
veia  of  gold  and  silver  which  the  goatb  and 
Teal  exhibit  They  gorge  to  repletion,  then 
vomit  their  load  into  the  vast  receptacles  of 
the  Northeast,  and  gorge  again.  The  hard 
money  of  the  oomitry,  that  money  which  pays 
DO  interest,  is  sacked  np  and  sent  away ;  the 
piper  money  of  a  company,  for  which  bank 
interest  is  exacted,  takes  its  place.  The  people 
of  the  oanatry  are  in  debt  for  this  paper,  the 
greiter  part  of  them  at  second  and  third  hand, 
Dorrowera  from  borrowers,  pBylog  rack-int«reat 
to  the  intermediate  lenders.  The  labors  of  the 
year  barely  soffloe  for  the  payment  of  the  sixty 
dtjs'  collection  of  all  this  interest.  The  prin- 
dpal  is  still  behind,  to  come  apon  these  ex- 
haosted  oonatrioB  when  delayed  payment  boa 
doabled  the  difflcnlty  of  making  payment. 
When  that  dread  day  oomea,  and  oome  it  will, 
iud  nothing  is  gained  by  patting  it  ofT,  the 
towns  uid  cities  of  the  Booth  and  West— the 
fiitest  fanoa  and  goodliest  mansions — will  be 
•St  ap  at  auction,  to  he  knocked  down  to  the 
bank  agent,  al  the  mock  prices  fixed  in  the 
oiQDting  room  of  the  bank  itaelf. 

la  the  third  place,  the  emiaaion  of  these 
orden  has  delnged  the  country  with  emtnter- 
fiiU.  Tho  evila  of  counterfeiting  was  one  of 
tbe  objections  made  to  tbe  application  of  the 
hmk  lor  the  leave  to  appoint  an  agent  and- 
r«gi«er  to  sign  the  five  and  ten  dotiar  notes. 
The  danger  was  so  obvious. and  imminent,  that 
the  memorial  of  the  directors  candidly  admit- 
ted it,  and  entered  into  the  snggestion  of  many 
pnoaationary  meaanres  to  prevent  it  They 
admitted  that  if  the  signers  were  nufnomiw  or 
t'nporary,  the  danger  of  coanterfeiting  wonld 
be  eiiMMive  and  destmotive ;  bat  declared  that 
lb«  bank,  with  a  view  to  i^  own  interest, 
vonld  not  saSee  them  to  be  either  numenrut  or 
iMpnury,  altbongh  tbe  act  might  not  limit 
the  nnmber.  The  directors  proposed,  however, 
to  limit  the  niim1>er  to  two ;  to  make  them 
-  penssoent  officers  in  the  bank ;  and  to  pnblish 
tbeir  appointment  in  the  Washington  city  ga- 
Kttca  More  they  sboold  begin  to  act  A  bill 
*>lh  til  these  proviidonB  was  reported;  but 
Congress  refused  to  pass  it,  and  for  this  reason, 


omeneas;  and  thu  power  was  too  high  and 
dtutgerons— too  eanly  abnsed — and  too  nardly 


remedied,  to  be  trusted  to  any  hot  the  very 
highest  officers  of  the  bank — those  whose  char- 
acter and  station  woald  afford  the  strongest 
gnaranties  to  the  pnhlio  for  the  fair  e^ 


ipo* 


0  delicate  and  responublo.    Congress 

1  pass  the  bill.    What  next?     Why, 


sir,  Mr.  Oheves  and  his  directory  sahmitted: 
but  a  new  directory  came  in,  and  what  did 
they  do?  They  re-eiamined  the  coastitntion 
of  the  bank,  and  discovered  the  meona  of  over- 
coming the  difficnlty.  They  snbstitnt«d  branch 
bank  ordtrt  for  branch  bank  note*;  and  set 
not  two,  bat  fifty  signers  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  endorsing  clerks  at  work  upon  these 
order*.  What  is  the  consequence?  Counter- 
feiting to  an  excess,  and  audacity  never  paral- 
leled before  I  I  saw  in  Missouri,  before  I  left 
home,  a  descriptive  list  of  ninety-nine  varieties 
of  counterfeits  on  the  Bonk  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches  alone ;  most  of  them  of 
the  clasa  of  these  five  find  ten  dollar  orders. 
This  list  was  contained  in  a  periodical  sheet, 
called  "  Coonterfeit  Detector ;"  a  work  wholly 
given  op  to  describing  conntarfeits  on  the 
United  States  Bank  ana  its  branches;  for  to 
snch  eieesa  has  this  crime  arisen,  as  to  ^ve 
birth  to  a  new  species  of  literary  publication; 
a  periodica]  newspaper  wholly  devoted  to  the 
description  and  detection  of  conntcrieit  paper 
cnrrency.  The  remedy  only  announces  the  ex- 
tent of  the  evil ;  it  does  not  core  it.  None  but 
basiness  men  in  cities,  and  a  few  official  char- 
acters, can  afford  to  buy  and  Btndy  these  peri- 
odicals: tho  body  of  the  people  have  no  benefit 
from  them.  Alter  all,  the  Detector  is  no 
guide ;  the  marks  of  a  counterfeit  detected  and 
described  in  one  number  of  the  periodical,  are 
eorreoted  and  amended  in  tbe  nest  edition  of 
the  counterfeits.  They  instruct  the  counter- 
feiters how  to  amend  their  work.  Tbe  fact  is, 
nobody  con  tell  the  good  from  the  bad.  Bro- 
kers and  bank  officers  assume  to  do  it;  but 
they  had  as  well  assume  to  be  conjurors  and 
astrologers ;  they  had  as  well  practise  incanta- 
tions, and  deliver  oracles  in  convulsions^nd 
contortions,  as  to  look  at  this  paper,  and  pro- 
nounce Judgments ;  they  had  as  well  gaze  at 
the  stars,  and  judge  by  the  motions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  as  to  look  at  these  orders,  and 
lodge  fVom  the  writing  and  engraving ;  they 
had  as  well  do  as  the  soothsayers  of  old — go 
oatiipon  a  high  hill — wateh  the  flight  of  biida 
— and  then  prognoatieate  that  the  order  is 
good  or  bad,  as  the  bird  dianoes  to  fiy,  dexter 
or  sinister,  as  it  passes  the  hill.  Far  from 
knowing  the  handwriting,  they  hardly  know 
of  the  eristence  of  the  writers  1  Yet  these 
solemn  Judges  condemn,  and  condemn  irrevo- 
cably, tne  property  of  the  people  I  They  all 
know  how  to  draw  the  sign  of  St.  Andrew's 
cross ;  and  that  fatal  sign,  drawn  through  the 
&ce  of  an  order,  is  decisive  of  its  fate.  True 
or  false,  good  or  bad,  from  that  moment  it  falls 
into  the  receptacle  of  Uiings ;  not  lost,  hot 
damned,  on  earth, 
I  do  not  stand  here,  Mr.  President,  to  en- 
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large  apon  the  general  evils  of  &  counterfeit 
onrreDcj,  sach  as  belong  in  common  to  the 

forging  of  all  bant  papers ;  bat  there  are  erik 
peculiar  to  the  circulation  of  these  connterfeit 
ordere,  which  sire  a  distinctive  character  to 
the  mlschiefa  which  thej  infiiet,  and  demand  a 
particolar  animadTersion.  These  evils  grow, 
first,  ont  of  tbe  wide  extent  of  the  oircDiiation 
of  these  counterfeits,  which  carries  the  for- 
geries of  everj  State  of  the  Union  into  everj 
other  State,  thns  affecting  each  part  witb  the 
miseries  of  the  whole — swelling  the  mass  of 
crime  and  f^nd,  and  angmenting  the  difficul- 
ties of  detection  in  proportion  to  the  distance 
fi^om  which  the  intrusive  counterfeits  came. 
The  next  peculiar  evil  is  in  the  multitude  of 
incompetent  Judges;  already  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  in  number,  and  annually  increas- 
ing. A  third  peculiar  evil  is  in  the  one-sided 
character  of  these  Judges — all  appointed  at  the 
will  of  the  i)8nk — all  holding  Uieir  appoint- 
ments at  her  will — and  all  feeling  it  to  be  their 
interest  to  commit  no  mistakes  to  her  preju- 
dice. The  last,  and  ^atest,  of  these  peculiar 
evils,  is  in  the  small  size  of  these  orders,  which 
throws  tb^  counterfeits  upon  that  class  of  the 
community  who  are  least  capable  to  detect  the 
impo»tion,  and  least  able  to  bear  the  loss. 
The  Inboring  classes,  the  middle-«zed  farmers, 
and  the  country  people,  are  the  peculiar  vic- 
tims of  this  species  of  counterfeits.  They  han- 
dle small  sums,  and  the  small-sized  counterfeits 
fall  npon  their  hands.  Every  counterfeit  must 
atop  somewhere.  Sooner  or  later  it  mnst  stop 
in  somebody's  hands ;  and  the  mass  of  these 
small  ones  will  cert^unly  stop  in  the  hands  of 
poor  people.  Thus  it  was  in  England.  In  the 
space  of  six  years,  from  1812  to  1B18,  no  less 
than  154,4S4  connterfeit  notes  were  presented 
and  detected  at  the  Bank  of  England ;  of 
which  128,800  were  Ibr  one  pound,  correspond- 
ing with  oar  five  dollar  orders ;  and  18,663 
were  for  two  ponnda,  corresponding  with  onr 
ten  dollar  orders;  leaving  only  abont  8,000 
notff  out  of  upwards  of  161,000  for  all  denom- 
inations above  two  pounds,  orten  dollars ;  thus 
iacont«Htably  proving  that  the  poor  were  the 
losers  and  tbe  victims.  This  was  stated  in  his 
place  by  the  honorable  Henry  Orey  Bennet, 
who  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  out  of  five 
hundred  and  one  persons  oonvicted  of  foi^ng, 
or  passing,  or  offering  counterfeit  notes,  in.tlie 
short  space  of  thirteen  years,  of  whom  two 
hundred  and  seven  had  been  hung,  and  others 
deported,  the  mass  of  them  were  poor  people ; 
ana  the  notes  fbr  which  they  died,  were  small 
ones  of  one  and  two  pounds,  equal  to  five  and 
ten  dollars.  And  he  aaid,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  tiiis  frightful  mass  of  crime,  and  fraud,  and 
misery,  and  death,  had  found  their  consolation 
and  their  profit  in  dividing  among  themselves 
tMoUy-fitt  miUi«ni  qf  pound*  *terU-agl  equal 
to  about  ens  hMndrtd  and  beettty  millitmi  of 
d^Uir*  I  This  is  what  the  coanterfeiting  part, 
or  forgery  department  of  the  banking  system. 


arrived  at  in  England:   this  is  the  point  to 
which  the  forgeiy  of  these  branch  bank  ordcn 


oat  of  the  connterfeiting  of  these  ord«i«,  sod 
all  that  shall  grow  out  of  tbem,  the  direoton, 
who  violated  their  charter  to  do  what  CoDgresa 
forbid,  are  justly  accountable  to  God  and  man  I 
I  have  caiefnlly  abstained,  Ur.  Freaidefit, 
from  the  use  of  any  topic  of  a  genervl  oc  ex- 
citing nature.  1  have  confined  myself  to  a 
mere  judicial  pleading.  Bat  there  ia  one  aivn- 
ment  against  the  issue  of  this  currency  whidi 
goes  so  directly  to  the  honor,  the  dignity,  the 
independenoe  of  the  States,  that  1  cannot  fbr- 
bear  to  bold  it  op  for  an  instant,  and  to  pan  it 
as  a  sliadow  before  yoo.  It  is  Ihia.  We  all 
know  the  high  and  responsible  natnre  of  the 
coining  power.  It  is  an  attribnte  of  national 
sovereignty;  in  its  nature  bdonging  to  tba 
highest  authority  in  everj  form  of  Qovem- 
ment.  The  States  of  this  confederacy,  each  for 
itself  became  invested  with  this  high  power 
the  moment  they  burst  the  ofaaina  of  Britidi 
vassalage.  Possessed  of  the  right  in  foil,  they 
divided  it,  in  part,  with  the  Ooagreae  ttf  the 
confederation.  The  convention  tit  1789  gave 
it  eiclusively  to  the  new  Federal  Oovemment ; 
and  since  that  time  no  State  can  ocnn  money, 
regalate  its  valne,  emit  bills  of  credit,  or  make 
any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  dis- 
charge of  debts.  Congress  alone  has  the  foil 
power  to  coin  and  regulate  its  valoe ;  a  dis- 
puted power  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  no 
power  Id  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  tilv»- 
a  lawfnl  tender.  Well,  the  Bank  of  the  Umted 
States  refers  its  origin,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
to  the  coining  and  regulating  clause  in  the  ocm- 
stitution.  What  is  admitted  by  all,  is,  that 
Congress  has  granted  to  ^e  bank  a  power  to 
issue  a  paper  currency  far  beyond  the  amoont 
of  the  coined  currency  in  the  Union ;  that  this 
paper  currency  is  receivable  in  payment  of  all 
dues  to  the  Federal  Oovemment;  and,  being 
so  receivable,  thence  enjoys  a  degree  of  credit 
and  cironlation  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of 
the  Union.  Kames,  Ur.  Prerident,  are  outh- 
ing;  substance  is  every  thing.  The  eubstan- 
ti^  power  of  coining,  and  of  regulating  the 
cnrrency,  is  in  the  bank ;  for  it  iaanee  a  enr- 
renoy  which  eioeeds  the  coin  in  quanti^,  and 
supersedes  it  in  drcolatirai.  Gongresa  gave 
this  great  power — in  t^bni,  one  of  ue  hi^test 
attribntes  of  national  aovereignty — to  the  oom- 
pany  of  individoals  incorporated  under  the 
misnomer  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  8tat« ; 
this  company  has  devolved  its  po*rer,  so  far  as 
the  branch  bank  orders  are  concerned,  ap«m  . 
their  subaltern  agendea,  called  branch  banks ; 
and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  federal 
court,  may  devolve  it  upon  whatever  agents 
they  please.  These  snoaltem  agencies  are 
protruded  into  the  States,  and  there  eierdse  a 
power  superior  to  that  which  the  State  Gov- 
ernments surrendered  to  the  Federal  Oovos- 
ment.    They  isane  a  paper  ODrrency  within  the 
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Et&t«,  which  npersedea  and  expeb  the  hard 
moM^.  Thej  \mat  %  p^Mr  ODireDoj  netpof/- 
Me  imUm  tit  Slatt,  t»i>r  wUHm  At  next  Stale  ; 
■or  wttAiN  jSm  Atndrad  «r  ofM  Umuand  mUti  ; 
Mr  prtKtietMif  popabh  w^uJUn  /  attdfor 
v»y»fmt»t  of  ttkkh  litre  if  n«iM«r  proHbi- 
lim  nor  pmaitf  in  tie  eiarltr.  Thii  ourreDc^ 
necnwrilT,  and  piaotioablr,  beoomea  a  cnr- 
reocr  of  bUla  of  a«dit,  redeeoiable  at  the  will 
of  the  ianier,  and  not  at  the  will  of  the  holder ; 
ud  tbsM  billa  an  people  (in  the  Sonth  and 
Tn^  at  least)  are  nnder  a  virtual  dureme  to 
TMMTe;  baoaiue  all  other  onrrencj  ia  chased 
•nf.  And  Uma  theae  bills  of  credit  beoome 
tfbned  and  iiiesiatiUe  tender  in  the  payment 
rfdebts.  OantheBtatea  staadthUI  If  they 
can,  they  are  ripe  and  ready  to  sink  Into  the 
condition,  not  (k  pravinoes  of  the  empire,  bnt 
of  fanna — tba  rack-rent  farms — of  a  great 
■BCPneyed  otigamhy. 

Sir,  I  at^ ;  not  that  I  have  finished,  but  that 
CTuy  thing  must  have  an  end,  even  the  over- 
kvinga  of  grief  and  indignation  at  yiewing 
ttie  ffulitfbl  proyrMS  which  a  great  moneyed 
oligan£y  ia  ""^^^ng  over  the  ainking  liberties 
of  the  land.  The  cause  demands  a  different 
adToeate.  tt  calls  ttx  that  rare  man  who  re- 
buked and  overthrew  tiie  andadoos  enterprise 
rf  Wslpole — who  overtnmed  the  Jndgmenta  of 
tlw  King's  oonrt — drove  t>ack  the  royal  patent 
KTOsi  the  Irish  channel,  and  saved  the  people 
of  Ireland  from  the  evils  of  an  illegal  ourrenoy, 
•ad  their  Oovemment  from  the  degradation  of 
■Miog  a  piiTate  individnal  exercising  the  higK 

Crtr  Of  laaning  s  national  onrrency  within 
hmita.  The  criris  osUs  for  that  man.  It 
callifbrtbA  danntleas  qiirit — the  mighty  genius 
~-tbe  lofty  aoom  of  hopes  and  feant,  which  be- 
Imccd  to  the  illnstriooa  Bean  of  St.  Patrick's  1 
And,  if  we  ara  now  destined  to  sink  in  tUts 
ooDtMt,  (which  Heaven  of  its  infinite  mercy 
anrt)---bat  if  we  ar»  destined  to  sink,  then  do 
I  By  it  is  not  for  want  of  a  oaoHe  less  Jnst,  less 
n^tooos,  leM  national,  less  holy,  than  tut  in 
TJucfa  Ireland  liinmphod,  bnt  becaose  the  com- 
iKiied  powers  of  all  America's  patriot  sons  are 
iwsUs  It  writs  lit  Jraper't  ittttrtl 

Ur.  Duj.ia  said :  ^le  lutsis  upon  which  the 
boaonUa  Senator  from  Hisaonri  had  reared 
ths  nipantnictnre  of  his  argument  was  a  prinb- 
*d  coj^  of  a  charge  deliverad  to  ajnry  by  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  Snprame  Ooort  of  the 
noited  States,  sitting  as  a  circuit  Jndge  in  the 
Mtten  distriet  of  Penna^lvauia.  He  (Ur.  D.) 
«tt  wdl  acqaainted  with  the  drcanutances 
ud  occasion  of  that  charge,  and  deemed  it 
tight  to  tindicat«  the  distinguished  and  learned 
■■■■gutnte  by  whom  it  was  pronoanced  from 
Uw  idea  iQT<dved  in  the  epithet  "  extra-jndi- 
mL"  It  was  any  thing  bnt  extra-jndicisl. 
Iks  trill  was  of  a  man  indicted  for  passing  a 
Uiatarfeit  order  on  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
tlM  United  Sutca.  The  counsel  for  Che  ao- 
*<>wd,  exercising  th«ir  professional  skill,  de- 
nuded his  acqmttal  npon  the  mnnd  (among 
ollKn)  that  the  piper  described  in  the  indiot- 


fbrgery  of  one  of  the  orders  against 
which  the  gentleman  had  levelled  his  battery- 
was  not,  if  gennine,  a  legal  instrument,  and 
oonld  not  be  made  the  sniyect  of  a  criminal 
proceeding.  He  went  npon  precisely  the  same 
course  of  reasoning  as  had  been  heard  that 
looming.  It  became  the  doty  of  the  Jndge 
carefully  to  consider,  and  clearly  to  expound, 
the  law  thns  drawn  into  qoestion.  The  liberty 
of  a  fellow-citizen  was  dependent  npon  his 
opinion.  He  was  about  to  make  it  known  to 
the  jnry :  he  did  so ;  and  this  is  characterized 
as  "  extra-iudioial." 

Bat  the  bonorable  Senator  fnrther  compluna 
that  the  judge  attained  his  conclunons,  aa  to 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  Coa|rress 
incorporating  the  himk,  by  "  constmotioa." 
And  by  what  other  process  could  he  attain 
them  i  It  is  conceded  that  no  poutive  and  dis- 
tinct prohibition  of  these  orders  or  drafts  is  to 
be  found  in  the  charter :  and  as  if  to  vindicate 
by  his  practice  Che  Judge  whom  he  was  con- 
demning by  his  precept,  the  learned  gentleman 
has  ably  and  inde&tigably  argned  that  they  are 
prohibitory  by  "  constmotion."  He  takes  the 
very  course  he  disapproves,  and  denies  to  oth- 
ers what  he  oannothmiself  do  without. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  follow  the  able 
Senator  through  the  labyrinth  of  objections  he 
had  snggeated  to  these  orders  or  (uafla.  He 
had  certainly  anticipated  no  such  studied  and 
prolonged  argamant  aa  introductory  to  the 
present  motion,  and  was  alike  nnwilling  and 
oneqoal  to  the  labor  of  a  regular  reply,  which, 
however  proper  it  might  be  before  a  Jndioial 
tribunal,  he  conceived  would  be  misplaced  and 
ill-timed  here.  Bnt  as  so  much  had  been  so 
well  said,  with  the  view  to  discredit  the  opin- 
ion of  the  learned  Judge,  and  tending  to  pro- 
duce a  destructive  alarm  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  ourrenoy  in  qnestion,  he  would  briefiy  state 
the  impregoable,  though  simple,  ooorae  of  rea- 
soning by  which  iU  legality,  nnder  the  charter, 
was  maintained.  He  did  this,  not  beoanse  it 
was  essential  to  the  determination  of  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Senate,  but,  if  poaaible,  to  turn 
the  edge  of  a  weapon,  whion,  if  not  ^med, 
was  pointing  fatally  at  the  interests  of  the 
workmg  and  poorer  classes  of  his  fellow-citi- 

In  the  first  place,  then,  not  a  syllable  prohib- 
itory of  these  orders  oonld  be  found  in  tiie  act 
of  incorporation.  The  sagacity  and  persever- 
ance of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  great  and 
anzions  as  they  were,  had  failed  to  discover  a 
single  word  npon  wnioh  he  could  panse,  and 
frankly  allege  their  prohibition.  Yet  he  has 
told  na,  and  told  na  truly,  that  this  charter  was 
"eMfii  and  erammed  leiti  reitrietiotu  and 
ani£liimt"  by  those  who  framed  it,  with  a 
view  to  satisfy  the  repoblicans  of  sixteen  years 
ago.  It  cert^oly  contained  many,  probably 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  secnrities  and  ^ards 
which  wisdom  can  devise  against  the  misman- 
agement and  miB^>plication  of  powers  and 
privileges  saoh  as  it  conferred.     No  detail* 
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■eem  to  be  avoided,  no  speoiflcatioD  is  deemed 
too  minute,  and  no  phraMologj  is  left  restricted 
or  eqaivocal,  io  order  to  bind  the  bank,  and  to 
gnaraut/  tlie  pnblio.  It  has  ottea  and  Jastlj 
elioited  praise ;  bnt  none  more  flattering  to  the 
republican  prinoiplea  and  national  objects  of 
those  wbo  matnwl  it,  than  the  enoomiiun  of 
the  learned  gentleman  nho  described  it  as 
"ttvffid  aTid  erammed  uitk  retlrictimu  and 
eondititnu."  Aod  yet,  though  thns  ^'tluffed 
and  erammed,"  not  a  seat«noe  ia  to  be  detected, 
which,  by  anj  sort  of  construction,  direct  or 
oircnitoas,  nataraJ  or  strained,  oan  be  made  to 
import  the  prohibition  which  the  Senator 
wonld  engraft  upon  it.  The  vise  and  upright 
men  of  the  day  on  which  this  instmmoot  bears 
date,  were  not  apt  to  overlook  plain  oonse- 
qnenoea,  or  eaaj  means  of  evasion,  nor  to  make 
laws  so  tmperieotlj  as  to  leave  openings  into 
which  inaecta  might  rash  to  debce  them. 
Thoy  did  what  tbey  intended  to  do — and  they 
left  nndone  what  tliey  had  no  intention  to  do. 

The  seventh  section  of  this  charter  bestows 
Upon  the  corporation,  in  the  usual  form,  its 
Btyle  and  legal  capooitiee,  and  noDolndes,  gen- 
flrally,  that  it  shall  "  do  and  exeaiU  all  and 
tinffular  Ike  aeU,  matUrt,  and  thing*  whieh  to 
them  it  thall  or  may  appertain  to  do,  mb}«et, 
neterlheUai,  to  th»  ruUt,  regvlation*,  rettrie- 
tiont,  Umitatumi,  and  pravieitmi  hereiitajter 
preteribed  dnd  declared/'  He  (Hr.  D.)  bad 
already  said  that  the  orders  or  drafts  were  n6- 
where  excluded  in  any  of  the  rules  prescribed 
and  declared ;  and  it  could  scarcely  be  ex3>ected 
that  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  he 
would  make  a  labored  effort  to  show  that  the 
drawin;^  and  issaiog  aach  paper  were  "matteri 
and  thing*"  which  it  apperUuned  to  every 
trading  association,  commeroial  Arm,  or  bank 
to  do.  They  were  embraced  in  the  general 
grant  of  powers,  and  were  not  exoepted  from 
it  by  any  snbaeqQent  limitation.  All  modes  of 
oonduetiog  the  bnsineaa  and  operations  of  the 
bank,  consistent  with  its  declared  purposes  and 
limits,  were  expressly  conferred,  and  these 
orders  .were  therefore  inolnded. 

Bnt  this  general  reasoning  became  altogether 
irre«stible  when  it  was  found  sanctioned  by 
tlie  very  letter  of  the  charter.  In  the  eighth 
fundamental  rule  of  the  eleventh  section,  in 
reoapitnlating  the  modes  by  which  the  bank 
misht  become  indebted,  these  words  are  used — 
"  the  total  amount  of  debt*  lehieh  the  taid  cor- 
peraUon  ihall  at  any  time  mm,  whether  by 
bond,  bill,  note,  or  othib  ooktsaot."  What 
otiier  wntrart  t  Every  other  oontract  which 
it  may  appertuo  to  a  bank  to  make.  These 
orders?  why  nott  If  the  Senate  can  persuade 
itself  they  are  not  eontraeU,  as  the  honorable 
Senator  has,  by  the  emergency  of  his  case, 
been  driven  to  assert,  then  indeed  this  single 
phrase  furnishea  no  protection.  But  it  sorely 
can  require,  in  a  commercial  country, 
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liama,  to  prove  that  the  engagements  of  in 
authorized  agent  are  the  eontracts  of  the  prin- 
cipal ;  or  that  the  bank,  openly,  notorioiulr, 
avowedly  asanming  upon  itaelf  ^le  p^raeot  of 
these  orders,  does  oonclosively  make  them  ob- 
ligatory contracts  to  the  fall  extent  of  thdr 
terms  and  amonnta. 

Again :  These  very  orden  or  driAs  are  de- 
scribed, totidem  terbit,  in  the  eighteeotb  Mt- 
tion  of  the  charter,  and  are  protected,  as  legal, 
with  the  highest  sanctions.  "If  any  penon 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  connterleit,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
connterffflted,  or  willingly  ud  or  astist  in  falsely 
making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  aoy  bill  or 
note,  in  imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be,  a  bill 
or  note  issued  by  orderv  of  the  president, 
directors,  and  company  of  the  said  btok,  or 
AST  OBDXB  or  check  on  the  sud  bank  or  corpo- 
ration,  or   ANT    OABUIXB   TSKRIOV  ;"    OT  "ihlU 

fiUbely  alter,  ice.,  a»t  obubh  or  check  on  said 
bank  or  corporation,  or  aht  oashieb  THiMor ;" 
or  "shall  pass,  utter,  or  pabliah,  Ac,  u  tme, 
any  fUse,  foiled,  or  connterfbited  oedei  or 
check  upon  the  said  bank  or  corporatJoo,  di 
aut  oashieb  thekxof,"  Ac.,  or  "shall  pM, 
utter,  or  publish,  &0.,  any  falsely  altered  oton 
or  check  on  the  said  bank  or  oorporatioD,  or 

AKT  OAEBIBB  THEBKOF,"  &C.,  eVCTy  SQch  p«run 

shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and,  on  con- 
viction, most  be  sentenced  to  hard  labor  for  i 
term  not  lesa  than  three,  nor  more  than  ttm 
years,  OT  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  ten 
years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  tbonsud 
dollars.  Now  eadi  of  these  aaiuled  diafto  ii 
neither  more  nor  less,  in  oommon  sense,  oi  in 
technical  law,  than  on  ordm-  on  tht  eauitr^ 
the  Bank  of  the  United  State*;  whether  draws 
by  one  person  or  by  another,  by  an  agent  or  bf 
a*oiistomer,  makes  here  no  differeoce.  'Wbj, 
then,  if  it  be  an  instmment  not  antboriied  l^ 
the  charter,  spurious,  illegal,  and  void,  wbi  ia 
it  t^as  anzionsly  snBrded,  and  its  foi^iy  tnoi 
severely  punisbedf  Why,  if  not  withio  Ibe 
contemplation  of  the  ricoroua  and  pure  npnV 
lioans  who  "  itiiffed  and  eramtned  th«act«ilh 
ratrietum*  and  eonditiont,"  is  it  merely  not 
disconntenonced,  bnt  mtecially  reoogni^  u  * 
favorite,  to  be  shielded  from  all  impority,  sod 
to  be  vindicated,  by  penalties  involvmg  the  ia- 
carceration  and  infamy  of  offenders,  from  ^ 
donbt  or  danger!  Di&rinK  entirely  from  tie 
honorable  Senator  from  Uissoori,  be  (Mr.  DO 
would,  upon  every  such  question,  look  wiw 
pecnlier  solicitode  to  Uie  penal  claosa  of  the 
act  of  Congress.  Other  parts  may  be  looedj 
oonstracted,  and  their  meaning  be  left  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  ordinary  principles  and  ralM 
of  interpretation ;  but  thievi  unifornily  fitmea 
with  Bcmpulons  eiactitade,  to  be  constivM 
■tricUy,  and  to  be  accompanied  by  such  f^ 
cation  as  will  enable  every  one  to  nndersw^ 
what  he  is  to  avoid.  It  is  here  tliat  we  bMi 
more  exactly  than  elsewhere  in  this  ohirW 
the  partioulan  of  the  onrrenoy  confided  to  tb" 
control  and  diioretion  of  the  bank—it  ii  in"*    , 
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the  protection  is  provided  for  eocb  pBrtionlar — 
tad  It  is  here  that  these  orders  oa  the  cashier, 
denoQDoed  hj  the  gentleman,  in  his  meditated 
rewlation,  as  "ilugai,"  are  Bignally  and  eia- 
phaUcsU?  sarronndeil  by  the  coruerratire  aano- 
tions  of  the  crimitiB]  code. 

Hr.  WsBeTEB  sud  that  he  had  always  heen 
(if  the  opinion  that  resolations  proposing  an 
iaquirj  whioh  would  obvioaslj  saect  the  valae 
of  the  property  of  individnals,  ehonld  be  intro- 
daced  with  great  caution;  nevertheless,  he  had 
DSTsr  voted  against  a  resolntion  of  inqairy  con- 
oeniiDg  a  public  qnestion ;  for  it  lay  ia  the 
breast  of  every  Senator  to  decide  whether  the 
public  interest  demanded  the  inqnirj.  He  did 
not  agree  witb  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia, 
TcUtive  to  the  form  of  the  resolntion.  If  the 
question  had  been  only  for  a  committee  of  this 
body  to  inqaire  into  a  supposed  violation  of  the 
diarter,  he  shonld  have  concarred ;  bat,  instead 
of  that,  it  was  proposed  to  introdace  a  joint 
MolntJon,  to  be  acted  upon  eqnally  by  noth 
Hoosea  of  Congress,  deolaratory  that  the  char- 
t«-  was  violated,  and  that  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  be  sappressed.  If  any  millions  of  those 
hills  were  now  in  the  pockets  of  the  people  of 
this  country ;  and  what  effect,  after  all,  woiild 
this  Inqairy  have  upon  the  institution  ?  Did  it, 
dsToNe  Qpon  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  the 
notes  were  void,  or  to  act  at  this  time  upon  so 
important  a  snbject?  Shoold  they  not,  on  the 
wntrary,  proceed  with  the  utmost  deliberation, 
and  make  dae  int^niry,  before  they  resolvea 
npcn  a  measnre  deciding  so  great  and  imminent 
sqnestion?  He  would  pnt  tne  inquiry  to  every 
B«Datar  present,  whether,  if  there  had  been  an 
unlawful  eieroise  of  power,  and,  consequently, 
Qi«  paper  issue  was  void — whether  they  shonld, 
belbre  the  matter  was  decided,  let  a  proposi- 
tica  of  this  nature  go  abroad  to  aSbot  the  prop- 
erty of  the  community.  Does  not  the  impor- 
tance of  the  sabject  require  a  deliberate  inves- 
tigation t  It  was  something  more  than  mere 
form  that  was  objected  Xf> ;  it  wns  the  subject- 
matter  of  tlie  resolntion  which  was  opposed. 
It  proposed  to  declare  that  the  bills  In  circula- 
tion were  illegal,  and  ought  to  be  suppressed. 
He  could  not  consent  to  vote  for  such  a  propo- 
^00,  which,  also,  called  on  the  Senate  to  de- 
dare  that  a  partionlar  decision  of  one  of  the 
judges  in  a  court  of  the  United  BCatee  should 
not  bare  been  made.  He  was  not  of  that  opin- 
ion, and  he  woidd  not  consent  to  grant  the 
tesTe  asked  for. 

Mf.  B«STos  aald  there  were  two  ways  to 
firing  ahoat  the  object  in  view;  one  was  to 
nbmit  it  to  the  Senate ;  the  other  to  apply  to 
ths  President  of  the  United  States,  who  was 
uthorized  to  cause  an  investigation  into  the 
aff^r,  and,  If  tt  was  found  that  the  charter  was 
broken  and  void,  to  report  accordingly.  He 
flwngbt  that  if  the  practice  waa  not  lawful,  now 
wn  the  time  to  in&  it  out^the  sooner  the 
tater.  The  same  directors  were  now  in  the 
htnk  is  when  these  orders  were  first  issued. 
If  they  ihonld  go  ont  of  office,  and  new  ones 
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take  their  place,  the  object  might  not  he  so 
easily  accomplished. 

Mr.  MiLLBB  wished  to  know  further  concern- 
ing the  Bubjaot.  He  had  listened  to  what  had 
been  said,  and  his  desire  for  further  information 
«MS  increased.  He  thought  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  should  make  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  BwTH  objected  to  this  reference,  on  the 
gronnd  of  the  incompetency  of  the  committee 
to  decide  upon  the  l^^ity  of  the  practice. 

Kr.  Masot  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  it 
was  contended  on  one  side  that  the  charter  of 
the  bank  was  forfeited,  and,  on  the  other  ride, 
that  it  was  not  forfeited ;  and  as  these  opiniona 
were  entitied  to  equal  respect  and  consideration, 
it  would  he  first  necessary  to  decide  this  point ; 
after  which,  they  might  inquire  into  the  legality 
of  the  practice  of  issuing  these  orders.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  received. 

Mr.  Clatton  sn^ested  the  propriety  of 
modifying  the  resolntioh  so  that  it  should  pro- 
vide dmply  for  an  inqniry  into  &e  matter. 

Mr.  Kank  said  there  was  one  view  of  the 
question  whioh  had  not  been  taken,  and  which 
had  struck  his  mind  forcibly ;  that  was,  whether 
it  would  not  be  injurious  to  the  country  to  po- 
oeed  to  free  the  stockholders  from  responsibility. 
He  thought  there  was  no  possible  form  m 
which  this  inqniry  could  be  made  by  the  Senate, 
except  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Joint 
resolntion ;  not  as  a  legislative  body,  but  aa 
stockholders  of  the  bank.  It  was  the  uniform 
custom  to  grant  leave  of  introduction,  and  he 
shoold  conform  to  it  in  the  present  instance. 
His  mind  was  not  made  up  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  question,  and  he  shonld  express  no  opinion 
upon  it  at  present. 

'Mr.  Bibb  said  Uiat,  whatever  his  opinion 
might  be  upon  the  mun  question,  he  ehonld 
not  now  speak  npon  it ;  but  he  believed  the 
resolntion  would  be  as  much  opposed  in  its 
present  shape,  as  <me  would  be  Uiat  proposed 
to  liberate  all  the  slaves  in  the  State  i^  Uis- 
Rourl,  or  that  no  white  man  ahonld  hold  prop- 
erty in  Georgia. 

Mr.  Euro  was  always  wlllliig  to  vote  for  the 
introduction  of  resolutions  of  inqniry  generally ; 
but  he  hoped  the  Senate  wonla  not  consent  to 
admit  this  resolution  In  Its  present  form.  If  it 
was  one  of  inquiry  alone,  he  would  give  it  his 
vote,  and  be  m  favor  of  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  record  his  vote  in  fkvor  of  a  first 
and  second  reading  of  this  resolntion  in  its  prea- 
ent  shape,  which  would  follow  if  it  were  in- 
troduced, and  send  that  vote  abroad  to  the 
oonntry.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
modified  before  it  was  admitted. 

Mr.  DixLaa  suggested  whether  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  JndioUry  waa  oompetent  to  make 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
frankness  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in 
giving  an  explanation  of  the  reasons  for  the 
resolntion,  had  defeated  tnatead  of  supported 
the  object  in  view.    If  the  gentleman,  instead 
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of  entering,  as  lie  had,  into  the  wide  field  of 
wi^meDt,  in  sapport  of  the  resolntion,  hod  been 
uleot,  tite  leave  would  undoiibtedl;  have  beea 
panted.  He  thonght  it  was  hardly  ftur  to  take 
advantage  of  that  seatJeman's  fraaknesa,  by 
ezolading  tbereaolation,  because  tlteyfoond  the 
mbject-matter  improper  to  be  iareetigated,  aa 
the  gentleman  was  under  no  obligation  to  have 
explained  the  character  of  the  proposed  measnre, 
nnJesa  it  was  hia  pleasare  to  do  bo.  He  hoped 
the  Senate  would  take  thie  view  Into  consider- 
ation, and  ezt«nd  its  courtesy  to  the  eeotle- 
man  notwithstanding  the  oonise  which  bad 
been  panned. 

The  qneation  waa  then  taken  on  granting 
leave  to  introduce  the  resolntion,  and  it  was 
dedded  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 


Nats.— Ueun.  Bell,  Bibb,  Buckner,  ClwtDben, 
ClajtoD,  Dallas,  Swing,  Foot,  FrelinghuTsen,  Heu' 
drtcbs,  Hotoiei,  Jobnaioo,  King,  Enight,  Maadain, 
Prenti**,  Bobbins,  Bobiaaon,  Sejniour,  Silabea, 
Bmlth,  nptoa,  TomllnsoD,  Webiter,  Wilkioa— 36. 

So  the  leave  was  refoaed,  and  then  the  Senate 
a^Jonmed  to  Monday.* 


.MoNvaT,  January  S8. 
Sank  ^  Ae  United  State*. 


Ritolmi,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaurj  be 
directed  la  inform  the  Senate  (if  any  data  in  his 
department  will  enable  him  to  do  lo,  and,  If  oot, 
that  he  endeavor  to  obtain  the  infonnatlon  from 
the  director*  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suiee) 
upon  the  following  poinla : 

1.  The  amount  of  paper  currency  in  circulation 
In  the  form  of  ordtri  dtawn  by  the  presidents  of 
ttie  branch  banki  on  the  cashier  of  the  Bulk  of  the 
United  States ;  diatinguiahiDK  the  amonnt  circulated 
from  each  branch,  and  ahowmg  the  amounts  of  the 
dillerent  denominattoaa,  or  sUea,  of  the  ordeis  re- 
spectively. 

2.  The  amount  of  gold  aad  ^ver  cola  and  bul- 
Uon  aHnnally  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to  the 
parent  hank  in  Philadelphia,  since  such  bnuch  be- 
gan to  laaue  a  currsncy  of  branch  bank  orders. 

8.  Tbe  names  of  the  braoch  banks,  if  any,  at 
which  the  ordere  drawn  bj  other  branch  bsnlis  on 
tbe  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
issued  as  currency,  are  not  receivable  ia  deposits 
as  cash;  and  •rhelher  any  distinction,  in  receiving 
or  revising  such  depouts,  is  made  between  die 
Federal  Govemment  and  tlia  citiuai  of  the  United 
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•  Tha  qncuioD  of  tlu  lUafal  ud  iklsBi  itauaoUr  ot  Uili 
Itad  at  cornriej,  wu  igalii  brooght  np  oq  tht  bill  la  T«a«w 
tlu  sbaiter  uf  ttii  buk,  ud  nmltad  Id  lb*  ad^Uos  tl  a 
■mUod  In  tbe  bill  to  jniMt  Ua  Imim  «<  nub  eancBar  la 


UomaT,  January  SO. 
7%s  Titriff—Sedvetum  <if  DvtUe, 

The  speual  order  of  the  day,  being  the  reso- 
lntion offered  by  Kr.  &aT  for  tiie  redoetion 
and  repeal  of  oertain  duties,  was  token  np. 
The  qneatjon  being  npon  Ur.  RaTXK*s  modem 
to  amend, 

Kr.  Smitb,  of  Iforyland,  rose,  and  addrcMed 
the  Senate  as  follows :  I  make  no  apology,  Ur. 
President,  sud  he,  for  approaching  igc  It 
will,  however,  admoniah  me  to  take  np  as  little 
of  the  time  of  tbe  Senate  aa  tbe  impt^tant  snb- 
jeot  nnder  ctHuideration  will  admit. 

We  have  arrived  at  a  oriais.  Yea,  Hr.  Prta- 
dent,  at  a  orisia  more  appalling  tJion  a  day  ot 
battle.  I  adjnre  th«  Committee  on  Uannbo- 
tures  to  panso— to  reflect  on  the  <llaMtirfirtion 
of  all  the  Boath.  Sonth  GaroUna  haa  aspreased 
Itself  strongly  against  die  tariff  of  1836— atrtn^^ 
than  tbe  other  States  are  willing  to  wpM. 
Bat,  sir  the  whole  of  the  Sonth  feeldeefdy  the 
oppresaon  of  that  tariff.  In  this  reqteot,  there 
Is  no  difference  of  opinion.  The  Sonth — the 
whole  Southern  States — all,  oouiader  It  as  op- 
pressive.  They  have  not  yet  spokoi;  hot 
when  they  do  apeak,  it  will  be  with  a  vmce 
that  will  not  implore,  bnt  will  demand  redress. 
How  mnoh  better,  then,  to  grant  redreasi 
How  much  better  that  the  CommitlM  on  Han- 
nfaotnrea  heal  the  wonnd  whidi  haa  beoi  in- 
fiictod  t  t  want  nothing  that  diall  iitjare  the 
mannfaotorer.    I  only  wont  instice. 

I  am,  Ur.  Premdent.  oneof  th«fewnirviv«i 
of  those  who  fon^t  in  tho  war  of  tbe  revolntian. 
We  then  thoa^t  we  fooght  for  liber^—for 
eqnal  rights.  We  fought  agunat  tasatioii,  the 
proceeds  of  which  were  for  the  benefit  trf'  otbeia. 
Where  ia  the  difference,  if  the  people  are  to  be 
taied  by  the  mannfkctnrers  or  by  aoy  others  I 
I  say  mannfaotnrers — and  why  do  I  say  soT 
When  the  Senate  met,  tiiere  was  a  strong  dis- 
position with  all  parties  to  ameliorate  tbe 
tariff  of  1828;  bntl  now  see  a  clwnge,  which 
makes  mo  almost  despair  of  any  thing  elfoual 
being  aocomplished.  Even  the  anuul  ooocee- 
'  -  -  made  ny  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 


members,  ^le  agents  of  t) 
am  told  they  have  pot  their  fiat  on  aoy  ohiius 
whatever,  and  hence,  as  a  ooDaeqnenee,  tM 
change  in  the  couree  and  langnoge  of  gentle- 
men, which  almost  predndea  all  nope.  Those 
interested  men  hang  on  the  Committee  on  Van- 
nfaotnres  like  an  inonbna.  I  say  to  that  com- 
mittee, depend  npon  your  own  good  Jodgnmits 
— survey  the  whole  snt^ect  ai       ""  '    "    "' 


weal— act  with  these  Tiew%  m 
relieve  tbe  oppreasions  of  the  Sooth. 

I  have  ever,  ICr.  President,  au|q>ortad  the  iu- 
terest  of  taaoaboturee,  i"  '- "  — "  *" 


s  far  OS  ft  ooald  be 
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Jmdibt,  1 

duu  inoidentaU^.  I  sapport^d  the  lata  Mr. 
luwndes'B  bill  of  1616.  I  was  a  member  of  bU 
ConunittM,  and  that  bill  proteotad  tbe  mana- 
bctnres  sufficiently,  except  bur  iron.  Ur. 
Lotrndea  bad  reported  fifteen  dollars  per  ton. 
Tbe  HoQM  redoMd  it  to  nine  dollars  per  ton. 
Tint  act  euablad  the  mannfactarers  to  exclude 
impMtations  of  certain  articles.  Tbe  hatters 
cuTj  on  their  bnaineaa  hj  tbdr  sons  and  ap- 
pnntiaea,  and  few,  if  an;,  bats  are  now  im- 
ported. I^i^  ^nantitiee  are  exported,  and  pre- 
hmi.  All  articles  ot  leather,  from  tanned  side 
to  tbe  flneet  bamesB  or  saddle,  bave  been  ez- 
dnded  from  imp<»lAlion  ■  and  whjt  Because 
thebnsineaa  is  conducted  bj  their  own  bard 
tunds,  their  own  labor,  and  tbej  are  now 
iMTJ]^  taxed  br  the  tariff  of  1S28,  to  en&ble 
the  rich  to  enter  into  tbe  manufaoturee  of  the 
coantrj-.  Tea,  nr,  I  baj  tbe  rich,  who  entered 
into  tbe  bnnnesi  alter  tbe  act  of  18S4,  which 
frtmi  to  be  a  mnabroom  affair,  and  man;  of 
them  ■oflbred  aevereif.  The  act  of  181S,  I  re- 
peit,  ^ra  all  the  protection  that  was  necessary 
or  proper,  under  wbiob  tbe  industrious  and 
tnigil  oompletelj  anoceeded.  But,  sir,  tbe 
aa{dtalist  wbo  had  invested  his  capital  in  man- 
nfsctares,  was  not  to  h6  satisfied  with  ordinary 
profit,  and  tbereTore  the  act  of  1828. 

Tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  aaya 
tba*.  a  frogreasiva  decrease  of  duties  is  a  dow 
poison,  and  yet  that  Senator  swallowed  the 
poisoo  in  tbe  act  of  IBIS,  in  tbe  article  of  cot- 
ton, and  I  have  nerer  heard  that  it  has  done 
him  tnitob  ii^nry.  He  has  also  swallowed  the 
ffhoa  in  tbe  act  of  1894,  where  the  duties  are 
progrsstiva,  rusing  them  annnslly.  Are  they 
to  be  understood  to  be  lesa  poisonons  by  a  pro- 

C're  increase  than  a  progressire  decrease  t 
outb  cooriders  tbopro^feaaiva  increase  as 
the  most  deleteriona.  Tlte  handioraft-man— 
tbe  blacfcnnith — the  wfaiteemitb — the  workers 
oTthe  bar  iron,  are  all  onelly  oppressed  by  the 
besTj  duty  on  that  all-important  article.  Give 
them  die  raw  material  as  cheap  as  it  is  received 
ij  the  British  workmen,  and  tbej  will  ask  for 
tu)  protection  :  they  will  depend  on  their  own 
hmda,  and  on  those  of  their  sons  and  appren- 
tices. They  are  not  heard.  Why!  Tbe;  are 
not  rich—they  must  bo  saoriflced  to  the  rich 
iron  msater,  wboee  business  is  more  profitable 
(hm  that  of  any  other  in  tha  Union.  I  forbear 
girigg  farthar  into  this  anbleot  at  this  time.  I 
lewm  my  tattiior  remarks  nntil  the  subject 
duQ  be  presented  in  a  tangible  shape — m  a 
biQ;  when  I  tmst  I  shall  be  able  U>  show  that 
the  act  of  1838  lb  highly  injnrioos  to  the  inter- 
est of  tbe  mannfaoturer.  If  you  intend  that 
thii  country  ahall  be  a  mannfaetnring  country, 
jou  must  iJTe  the  maantiwjtorers  the  raw  ma- 
larial (aa  England  does)  f^ree  of  duty,  or  with 
Tw;  light  du^.    While  you  tax  them  high,  as 

Sdo  with  imposts  on  hemp,  wool,  flax,  and 
iron,  yon  afford  them  no  effloient  proteo- 
lion  b;  your  wiinimnTn  and  exceaaiTe  dutiea. 
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Tdbsdat,  January  81. 

Sank  of  ih»  United  atata—Inquiriet  into  it$ 

Wortinf  and  Managmunt. 

The  following  resolutions,  eubmitted  hy  lb. 
Bbntos  on  the  SSth  January,  were  taken  np, 
and  agreed  to: 

Sfoived,  That  the  Select  Committee  to  which  was 
referred  tbe  memoriml  of  the  directors  of  (he  Bank 
of  the  Uoiled  Slates,  prafing  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  be  directed  to  Inquire  as  follows : 

I.  Into  tbe  nature  and  amount  of  the  loans,  If 
SDj  there  were,  made  b;  the  baok  or  itj  branches, 
of  local  bank  paper ;  and  to  report  all  the  (acta  and 
ciregmatancBB  which  shall  be  uecessary  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  Judge  and  determine  whether  there 
wai  onry  in  ttie  contracts  for  such  loans,  or  op- 
pression in  collecting  them. 

S.  Into  the  bet  of  im-iufr  of  ita  powers  by  any 
of  the  branch  banks,  and  all  the  cireumstances 
which  nuj'  be  neceasar;  to  enable  the  Senate  to 
uoderstwod  tha  nature,  extent,  and  duration  of  sach 
aon-utf  of  powers. 

S.  Into  the  amount  of  tbe  real  estate  acquired 
by  the  bank,  and  at  each  branch ;  and  a  detailed 
Btatement  tbereot  ahowingwhere  aitnate,  the  price 
at  which  acquired,  the  pr^  for  wbicb  sold.  If  sold, 
and  the  pnsent  Talae,  if  not  sold. 

i.  The  number  of  buildlnga,  if  any,  where  aitn- 
ated,  and  the  coat  thereof,  which  may  bars  been 
erected  for  the  purpose  of  being  rented. 

5.  Whether  the  branch  bank  notes,  ip  tbe  branch 
bank  orders,  iasaed  aa  currency,  are  received  in  de- 
posit, aa  cash,  at  the  parent  bank,  and  at  every 
other  branch ;  and,  if  not,  to  report  the  excep- 

6.  Whether  the  branch  bank  notes,  or  the  branch 
bank  orders,  Issued  as  currency,  are  at  a  discount 
in  any  town  or  city  where  a  branch  bank  is  slta- 
ated  ;  or  in  Philadelphia,  where  the  parent  bank  la ; 
and  if  so,  tbe  rale  of  said  discount. 

7.  The  amount  of  the  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
bnllion  annually  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to 
the  parent  bank,  or  to  anyother  place  by  the  order 
of  the  parent  buik,  lirom  1817  to  1831,  inclusive. 

8.  Tha  annual  aggregate  amount  ot  tbe  expenses 
of  the  bank  and  her  branchea,  from  1817  to  IfiSl, 
inclusive. 

S.  The  annual  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the 
same,  for  the  same  time,  under  the  beads:  flrsl,  of 
printers  and  editors ;  second,  attorneys  and  coun- 
sellors at  htw ;  third,  coutingenciea. 

10.  Of  what  consists  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Bcates,  and  of  such  of  the  branch  banka 
as  are  reported  in  the  monthlj'  statements  to  have 
capital ;  and  the  difference  between  the  specie 
which  is  reported  in  one  column  to  be  on  hand,  and 
the  ca^sl  whidi  is  reported  In  another. 

II.  Whether  <Werent  rates  of  exchange  are 
taken  at  an;  of  the  branchea,  or  at  the  parent  bank, 
on  biUs  of  exchange,  as  sold  to  merchants  or  per- 
sons in  offlcial  stations,  and  to  the  body  of  the 

13.  Whether  fjaeiimes  for  obtainii^  loans  are 
granted  to  persons  in  offlcial  stations,  which  are 
-  -"  extended  to  the  dUiens  nnerally. 

i.  That  the  s^  Select  Committee  be  empow- 
ered to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  have 
oaths  administered  to  witnesses ;  and  that  the;  be 
allowed  a  chrk,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
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fund  of  the  Secste,  to  keep  the  jounul  of  their 
proce«diiigg,  ud  to  take  minutes  of  the  eTldenoe, 
■nd  to  do  such  writing  u  the  coDunitt«e  tokj 


Thdssiuy,  Febmarj  9. 
Tht  Tariff— Stdtielim  <tf  Dutiet. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Haths,  the  remaning 
bosiness  of  the  morning  wu  postponed,  aikd  the 
resolntioD  of  Ur.  Oult,  on  the  aabject  of  the 
tBrifij  taken  up. 

Ur.  Gljlt  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  wta 
about  to  proceed  j .  when 

Mr.  Haihs  rose,  and  aid,  that  before  the 
Senator  oommenoed  bis  Teraarka.  it  vu  doe  to 
bim  that  he  (Hr.  E.)  shoold  eipMn  the  coone 
he  intended  to  pnrane.  He  propoged,  before 
the  question  wm  taken,  to  call  for  a  division 
of  it,  eo  as  to  have  it  flist  taken  on  BtrikinK  out 
the  resolotion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentudtj— 
thna  calling  npon  the  Senate  to  decide  on  the 
isolated  qnestion,  irhether  any  reduotion  what- 
ever was  to  be  made  on  the  protected  articles 
during  the  present  seesion,  or  whether  the  re- 
dnotioQ  was  to  be  confined  to  the  nnproteoted 
articlee,  and  shoold  extend  only  to  six  or  seven 
millions  of  dollars  after  the  extinction  (tf  the  pub- 
lic debt.  If  the  resolotion  of  the  Senator  from 
Eentncttj  sbonld  prevail,  there  wonld  of  course 
be  an  end  of  the  whole  qneetion.  But  if  the 
Senate  shoald  agree  to  s^ike  oat,  his  amend- 
ment would  then  oomo  np  tor  consideration, 
and  would  be  open  to  anj  modiflcatioR  the 
Senate  might  think  proper  to  adopt,  That 
amendment  had  been  originally  intended  to 
embrace  what  he  nnderstood  woald  be  the 
proposition  of  the  free  trade  convention.  He 
hadT  understood,  however,  ^oe,  that  it  varied 
somewhat  from  that  propoeition;  and  when 
he  ahonld  l>e  made  aeqnainted  with  the  precise 
character  of  the  views  presented  in  Uie  me- 
morial of  that  GonventJon,  he  shoald  probably 
modif;  hisamendinontsoBsto  conform  to  them. 
It  was  certainly  not  his  intention  to  increase 
the  taxes;  and  he  should  pnt  his  amendment 
in  sach  a  shape  as  to  preclude  the  inference  that 
dnties  were  to  be  imposed  on  articles  now  ad- 
mitted duty  free,  unless,  on  a  full  examination 
by  a  committee,  any  of  those  articles  should 
appear  to  be  fit  sal^ects  for  taxation.  Ifr.  H. 
vent  on  to  say,  that  while  he  was  op  he  would 
notice  an  error  into  which  he  had  iallen  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks  on  this  snbject  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  since  brought  to  his  view.  He 
had,  on  Uiat  occasion,  quoted  from  an  "Expo- 
sition of  evidence  in  support  of  a  memorial  to 
Oonn'egB  of  the  Free  Trade  Convention,  pre- 
pare by  Henry  Lee,  of  Boston,"  a  passage  to 
be  fonnd  in  a  note  in  which  certain  extracts 
trom  Kiles's  Register  were  referred  to  in  so] 
l>ort  of  tlie  views  of  the  writer.  The  Expos 
tion  having  just  been  put  into  his  hands,  bl_ 
his  attention  being  called  to  this  DOt«,  he  had 


read  to  the  Senate  a  sentence  in  which  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Nilee  and  those  of  Ur.  Lee  were 
so  connected  together,  as  to  have  made  on  bis 
mind  the  impression,  for  the  moment,  that  the 
whole  sentence  had  proceeded  from  Ur.  Nilea 
""  error,  however,  was  corrected  in  the 
ed  speech,  which  aaogna  to  Mr.  Niles  and 
Lee  the  sentiments  entertwned  by  those 
gentlemen,  reepecUvely,  with  reprd  to  tlks 
character  of  the  tariff  of  18S8. 

Ur.  Gi.a.T  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
Senate  in'  vindication  of  his  resolntion,  and  of 
the  protecting  system,  as  follows: 

Eight  years  ago,  it  was  my  painfal  dntj 
to  present  to  we  Eonse  of  Congress  an 
unexasgerated  picture  of  thegeneral  distress 
pervading  the  whole  land.  We  mnst  aU  yet 
remem)>er  some  of  its  frightful  featnrca. 
We  all  know  that  the  people  were  then  op- 
pressed and  borne  down  by  an  enormons  ktad 
of  debt ;  that  the  value  of  property  was  at  the 
lowest  point  of  depression ;  that  miaous  sde) 
and  BBcriflces  were  everywhere  made  of  real 
estate;  that  steplawsandreiief  laws  and  paper 
money  were  adopted  to  save  the  people  from 
impending  destruction;  that  a  deficit  in  the 
pnbUo  revenne  existed,  which  compejled  Gov- 
ernment to  seize  apon,  and  divert  trwa  its  le^t- 
imate  otgect,  the  appropriation  to  the  linkuig 
fund,  to  redeem  Uie  national  debt ;  and  that  onr 
commerce  and  navigation  were  threatened  with 
a  complete  paralysis.  In  short,  sir,  if  I  were 
to  select  any  term  of  seven  years  since  the 
adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  which  ex- 
hibited a  scene  of  the  most  wide-spraad  disnuy 
and  desolation,  it  would  be  eiocUy  that  term 
of  seven  years  which  immediately  preceded 
the  establishment  of  the  tariff  of  lfi24. 

I  have  now  te  perform  the  more  pleating 
task  of  exhibiting  an  imperfect  sketch  of  the 
existing  state  of  the  unparalleled  prosperity  of 
the  conntry.  On  a  general  survey,  we  behdH 
cultivation  extended,  the  arts  flonrishing,  the 
Ikoe  of  the  country  improved,  our  people  My 
and  profitably  employed,  and  the  pabho  coun- 
tenance exhibiting  tranqaiHity,  contentment,  snd 
happiness.  And,  if  we  descend  into  partic&lsn^ 
we  Lave  tiie  agreeable  contemplation  of  s  peo- 
ple out  of  debt ;  land  rising  slowly  in  value,  bat 
m  a  secure  and  salutary  degree;  a  ready, 
though  not  extravagant  market  for  all  the  snr- 
plns  produotions  of  onr  industry ;  ioniimcrsble 
flo^s  and  herds  browsing  and  gamboling  en 
ten  thonsand  hills  and  pMns,  covered  with  rich 
and  verdant  grasses ;  our  cities  expanded,  tnd 
whole  villages  springing  op,  as  it  were,  by 
enchantment ;    our    exports   and    imports  in- 

ond  coastwise,  s< 


)r  animated  by  the  peipetuil 
ing  of  countless  steamboats ; 


thnngler  and  lightning  01 

the  currency  sound  and  abundant ;  the  public 
debt  of  two  ware  nearly  redeemed;  and,  to 
crown  all,  the  public  Treasury  overflowmfc 
embarrassing  Oongress,  not  to  find  subiecu  oS 
taxation,  but  to  select  the  olyecta  whidi  shall 


.yGoogle 


ISSSl] 


BBBATES  07  CONGRESS. 

7b  Tarif—Rtdntio*  ofDuHet. 


[Sh. 


ba  liberfttod  from  tlis  impost.  If  the  Urm  of 
Hveo  jeara  were  to  be  selected  of  the  greatest 
pTO^eritj  which  this  people  have  a^Jojed  siooe 
the  establUhmeDt  of  their  present  oonstitatioii, 
it  woold  be  ezBOtly  that  period  of  Beveii  fears 
which  immediatelj  followed  the  paauge  of  the 
tariff  of  1884. 

l%ii  tnuufonnation  of  the  oondition  of  the 
tnaairj  tnaa  gloom  and  diatreas  to  brightuees 
and  pro8perit7,  has  been  mainly  the  work  of 
American  le^slatimi,  foatering  American  ia-' 
Avatrj,  inatead  of  allowing  it  to  be  cootrolled 
b;  foreign  legislation,  ohwishing  foreign  indna- 
t^.  Thefbeeof  the  AmerioaD  sjetem,iD  1824, 
with  n«st  botdneas  and  oonfidence,  predicted, 
1st.  "nm  min  of  the  pnblio  reveane,  and  the 
creation  of  a  neoeiait;  to  reaort  to  direct  taxa- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  BOQth  OaroUna, 
Ob.'  Hatrk,)  I  beliere,  thought  that  the  tariff 
of  IBM  wonld  operate  a  reduction  of  revenoe 
to  the  lai^  amount  of  dght  milliona  of  dollan. 
M.  The  destroction  of  our  navigation.  8d.  The 
desolation  of  commerdal  cities.  And  4th.  The 
■ogmeutotioii  of  the  price  of  objeots  of  oon- 
romption,  and  fnrther  decline  in  that  of  the  ar- 
ticlM  of  oar  eiuortB.  Ever;  prediction  which 
thej  made  baa  Failed— ntterlj  failed.  Instead  of 
the  min  of  the  pnblio  revenue,  with  which  thej 
then  sought  to  deter  db  from  the  adoption  of 
the  AmericBQ  system,  we  are  now  threatened 
with  its  snbversion,  bf  the  vafit  amount  of  the 

C' '  ic  revenue  prodnoed  by  that  system.  Every 
ch  of  onr  navigation  has  increased.  As  to 
the  desolation  of  onr  cities,  let  us  take,  as  an 
eiample,  the  condition  of  tlie  largest  and  moat 
Mmmercial  of  all  of  them,  the  great  Northern 
npiUL  I  have  in  my  bands  the  assessed  value 
of  real  estate  in  the  <uty  of  New  Yorl^  from 
1SI7  to  18S1.  Thie  ralne  is  canvassed,  cootestr 
ed.  HratiDized,  and  a4}udffed,  by  the  proper 
iwom  HUthoritiea.  It  is,  therefore,  entiUed  to 
foil  credence.  During  the  first  term,  com- 
meodng  with  1817,  and  ending  in  the  year  of 
tbepiasageof  the  tariff  of  1824,  the  amount  of 
the  value  of  real  estate  was,  the  Srst  year, 
$a7,TD9,43S,  and,  after  vorions  fluotoations  in 
the  intermediate  period,  it  settied  down  at 
|SS,018,7S0,  exhibiting  a  decrease,  in  seven 
jean,  of  $0,779,T0S.  During  the  first  year  of 
ISSS,  after  the  passage  of  the  tariff  it  rose, 
ud,  gradually  ascending  throughout  the  whole 
of  ihe  latter  period  of  seven  years,  it  finally,  in 
1831,  reached  the  astonishing  height  of  $95,- 
716,4861  Now,  if  it  be  said  that  this  rapid 
gw>»th  of  the  oity  of  New  York  was  the  effect 
oCforeifftt  eomtture^  then  it  was  not  correctiy 
predicted,  in  1634,  that  the  tariff  would  destroy 
foreign  commerce,  and  desolate  our  commercial 
citiesL  If^  on  the  contrary,  it  be  the  effect  of 
iniemsl  trade,  then  internal  trade  cannot  be 
jnatly  chargeable  with  the  evil  conseqaences  im- 
pated  to  it.  The  truth  is,  it  is  the  joint  effect 
of  both  principles,  the  domestic  industry  nonr- 
tshlng  the  foreign  tradu^  and  the  foreign  com- 
merce, in  tnm,  nonriahing  the  domestic  indus- 
try.   Nowhere,  more  than  in  New  York,  is  the 


oombination  of  both  principles  so  completely 
developed.  In  the  progress  of  my  argument  I 
will  consider  the  effect  opon  the  price  of  com- 
moditjes,  produced  by  the  American  system,  and 
show  that  the  very  reverse  of  the  prediction 
of  its  foes,  in  1824,  has  actually  happened. 

Whilst  thus  we  behold  the  entire  failure  of 
all  that  was  foretold  a^inst  the  system,  it  is 
a  Bulfject  of  Just  felidtation  to  its  friends,  that 
all  their  antioipations  of  its  benefits  have  been 
fulfilled,  or  are  in  progress  of  fUfilment.  Tho 
honorable  gentieman  from  South  Carolina  has 
made  allosion  to  a  speech  made  by  me,  in  182^ 
in  the  other  Hoose,  in  supportof  the  tariff^  and 
to  which,  otherwise,  I  should  not  have  particu- 
larly referred.  Bat  I  would  ask  any  one,  who 
oould  now  command  the  courage  to  peruse  that 
long  production,  what  principle  there  laid  down 
ia  not  true  I  what  prediction  then  made  baa 
been  falsified  by  practical  experience! 

It  is  now  proposed  to  abolish  the  system  to 
which  we  owe  so  much  of  the  public  prosperi^, 
and  it  is  urged  that  the  arrival  of  the  period  of  the 
redemptionof  the  pnblicdebt  has  been  confident- 
ly looked  to  as  presenting  a  suitable  occasion  to 
rid  the  country  of  the  evils  with  which  the 
Byst«m  is  allied  to  be  fraaght.  Not  an  inat- 
tentive observer  of  passing  events,  I  have  been 
aware  that,  among  those  who  were  most  eagerly 
presHug  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and, 
upon  that  ground,  were  oppoaiug  appropriations 
to  other  great  interests,  there  were  some  who 
cared  less  about  the  deot  thui  the  acomplish- 
ment  of  other  otijects.  But  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  not  coupled  the  payment  of 
th«ir  public  debt  with  the  destruction  of  the 
protection  of  Uidr  industry,  against  foreign  laws 
and  foreign  industry.  Tliey  have  been  ac- 
customed to  regard  tjie  extinction  of  the  poblio 
debt  as  relief  from  a  burden,  and  not  as  tae  in- 
fliction of  a  corse.  If  it  is  to  Iw  attended  or 
followed  by  the  subversion  of  the  American 
system,  and  tbs  exposure  of  onr  establishments 
and  our  prodactiona  to  the  nngoarded  conse- 
quences of  the  selfish  policy  of  foreign  powers, 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt  will  be  the 
bitterest  of  curses.    Its  fruit  will  be  like  the 


"  Of  that  forbidden  tree,  vbcee  mortal  tai 
Brot^t  death  into  the  world,  and  all  oi 
With  loss  of  Eden." 


■wo. 


If  the  system  of  protection  be  founded  on 
prinraplea  erroneous  in  theory,  pemicions  in 
practice — above  all,  if  it  be  unconstitutional,  as 
IS  alleged,  it  ought  to  be  forthwitli  aboliabed, 
and  not  a  vestigeof  it  suffered  to  remun.  But^ 
before  we  sanction  this  sweeping  denunciation, 
let  us  look  a  littie  at  this  system,  its  magnitude^ 
ite  ramifications,  its  duration,  and  the  high  an- 
thorities  which  have  sustained  it.  We  shall  see 
that  its  foes  will  have  accomplished  compara- 
tively nothing,  after  having  achieved  theirpree. 
ent  aim  of  breaking  down  our  iron  founderies, 
onr  woollen,  cotton,  and  hemp  monafoctories, 
and  onr  sugar  plantations.    The  destmction  of 
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these  would  andonbtedly  le&d  to  the  Bacriflce 
of  unmeaH  capital,  the  ruin  of  many  tboosanda 
of  our  fellow-citixeog,  and  incalculable  loas  to 
the  whole  commnnity.  Bnt  fheir  prostration 
would  not  disfigure,  nor  produce  greater  effect 
upon  the  lehoU  system  of  prot«ctioii,  in  all  its 
bnncheB,  than  the  destruction  of  the  beautifiil 
domes  upon  the  capitol  would  occasion  to  the 
magnifioentedifice whichtbey BOnnonnt.  Why, 
sir,  there  is  scarcely  an  interest,  scarnelyaTnca- 
tioD  in  society,  which  is  not  embraced  by  the 
benefioenoe  of  this  system. 

It  oomprehendB  oar  coasting  tonnage  and 
trade,  from  which  all  foreign  hmnage  is  abso- 
lutely exclnded. 

It  ioclndes  alt  our  fbreign  tonnage,  with  the 
inooDsiderable  eic«ption  made  by  treaties  of 
reciprocity  with  a  few  foreign  powers. 

It  embraces  onr  fisberiea,  and  all  oar  hardy 
and  enterprising  fishermen. 

It  extends  to  sU  Lower  Louisiana,  the  Delta 
of  which  might  as  well  be  sabmerged  afain  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  which  it  has  been  a 
gradnal  conquest,  as  now  to  be  deprived  of  the 
protecting  duty  upon  iu  great  staple. 

It  affects  the  cotton  planter  himself,  and  the 


tem  of  protoction,  which  It  ia  uow  proposed  to 
abandon.  We  might  well  pause  and  contem- 
plate, if  hnman  imagination  could  conceive  the 
extent  of  mischief  and  ruin  from  its  total  over- 
throw, before  we  prooeed  to  the  work  of  de- 
struction. Its  duration  is  worthy,  also,  of 
eerions  oonsideration.  Not  to  go  behind  the 
constitution,  its  date  is  ooeval  with  that  instru- 
ment It  began  on  the  ever  memorable  4th 
day  of  July— the  -Wh  day  of  Jnly,  1789.  The 
second  act  which  stands  recorded  in  the  statoto 
book,  bearing  the  illustrious  signature  of  Georxe 
Washington,  laid  the  comer  stone  of  the  whole 
system.  That  there  might  be  no  mistake  about 
the  matter,  it  was  then  solemnly  proclaimed  to 
the  American  people  and  to  the  worid,  that  it 
was  fteeeuary  for  "  the  enconrsgement  and  mv- 
Uetion  of  mannfaotnres,"  that  duties  should  be 
lud.  It  is  in  vain  to  urge  the  small  amount  of 
the  measore  of  protection  then  extended.  The 
great  principle  was  then  established  by  the 
lathers  of  the  constitution,  with  the  fotiier  of 
bis  country  at  their  head.  And  it  cannot  now 
be  questioned,  that,  if  the  Government  had  not 
then  been  new  and  the  subject  nntried,  a  greater 
measure  of  protection  would  hare  been  applied, 
if  it  had  been  supposed  neoessary.  Shortiy 
after,  the  msater  miods  of  Jefferson  and  Ham- 
ilton were  bronght  to  act  on  this  interestiog 
subject,  Taking  views  of  it  appertaining  to 
the  departments  of  foreign  affairs  and  of  the 
Treasury,  which  they  respectively  filled,  tiiey 
presented,  severally,  reports  which  yet  remain 
monuments  of  their  profound  wisdom,  and 
came  to  the  same  conclnuon  of  protection  to 
American  indnstry.  Hr,  Jefferson  aivued  that 
foreign  restrictions,  foreign  prohibitions,  and 
foreign  high  duties,  ought  to  be  met,  at  home. 
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by  American  restrictions,  American  proUtn- 
tions,  and  American  high  duties.  Hr.  Hsnnl- 
ton,  surveying  the  entire  ground,  and  looking 
at  the  inherent  natnre  of  the  subject,  treated  it 
with  an  ability  which,  if  ever  eqnallecl,  has  not 
been  surpassed,  and  earnestly  recommended 
protection. 

The  subject  of  the  American  system  wta 
again  brought  up  in  1830,  by  the  bUl  reported 
hy  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mann' 
factnres,  now  a  member  of  the  boicb  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Btatee,  and  the 
principle  was  suocessfalty  mtdntained  by  tha 

)ro9entative«  of  the  people;    bnt  the  bill 

lioh  they  passed  was  defeUed  in  the  Senate, 
ic  was  received  in  1834,  tbe  whcde  ground 
carefully  and  deliberately  explored,  and  the 
bill  then  Introdnoed,  receiving  all  the  sanctiotui 
of  the  constitution,  became  the  law  ot  the  land. 
An  amendment  of  the  system  was  propootd  in 
1838,  to  the  history  of  which  I  refer  with  no 
agreeable  recollections.  The  bill  of  that  year, 
in  some  of  its  provisions,  was  framed  on  prin- 
ciples direotiy  adverse  to  the  declared  wishes 
of  tha  friends  of  tbe  policy  of  protection.  I 
have  heard  (witbont  vonching  for  tbe  hct)  that 
it  was  so  fVamed,  upon  the  advice  of  a  prom- 
inent citizen,  now  abroad,  with  the  view  of 
ultimately  defeating  the  biD,  and  with  asmr- 
ances  that,  being  altogether  nnaeceptable  to 
the  friends  of  the  American  system,  tbe  biB 
would  be  lost.  Be  that  as  it  m^,  tbe  moat 
exceptionable  features  of  tbe  bill  were  stamped 
upon  it,  against  the  earnest  remonstrances  of 
the  friends  of  the  system,  by  the  votes  of 
Elonthem  members,  upon  a  principle,  I  think, 
as  unsound  in  legislation  as  it  is  reprehensible 
in  ethics.  The  bill  was  passed,  notwithstand- 
ing, it  having  been  deemed  better  to  tafce  the 
bM  along  inth  the  good  which  it  contained, 
than  rqject  it  altogetner.  Subsequent  legisla- 
tion has  corrected  very  much  the  error  tben 
perpetrated,  bnt  still  that  measure  is  vefaementiy 
deneunoed  by  gentlemen  who  contribated  to 
moke  it  what  it  was. 

Thns,  sir,  has  Ibis  great  system  of  protection 
been  gradually  bnilt,  stone  upon  stone,  and  step 
by  step,  frinn  tbe  4th  July,  1T89,  down  to  the 

Jireeent  period.  In  every  stage  of  its  progress 
t  has  received  the  deliberate  sanction  of  Con- 
grws.  A  vast  m^ority  of  the  people  of  the 
Dnited  States  has  approved,  and  continnes  to 
approve  it.  Every  Chief  Uagtstnte  of  tbe 
United  States,  from  WashinghKi  to  tbe  preeont, 
in  some  form  or  other,  has  given  to  it  the  au- 
thority of  his  name ;  and,  however  the  opinions 
of  the  existing  President  are  interpreted  south 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  on  the  north  tbey 
are,  at  least,  understood  to  favor  the  establish- 
ment of  a  jvdieiotu  tariff. 

The  question,  iiKmtbn,  whieh  we  ore  now 
called  upon  to  determine  is  not  whether  we 
shall  establish  a  new  and  doubtfU  system  of 
policy,  just  proposed,  and  for  the  first  time 
presented  to  onr  coninderatloa ;  but  wbetber 
we  shall  break  down  and  destroy  a  long-estab- 
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\y  patiently  tod  ovefuU;  built  up, 
M,  doriii^  a  jwriw  of  -—- -  -~"" 

J  the  natioa  uid  ita 
anthoritieB.  And 
tuaod  deliberate!;  to  ooouder  whether  we  oan 
proceed  to  this  work  of  deatmotioa  without  a 
nulaiioa  of  the  publio  faith  1  The  people  of 
Uie  Uaitad  State*  have  jnatl;  aappowd  that  tUa 
pullcf  of  proteotiDK  thur  indastry,  against  f»r- 
lifa  legialation  and  for^gn  indutry,  w«a  Ailly 
Htiltd,  Dot  bj  a  aioKlo  aol^  bat  bj  repeated 
toil  deliberate  acts  of  GoTernmeDt,  perfonned 
(t  distant  and  freqaeat  intervals.  In  fall  ooa- 
fidniM  that  Uie  policy  was  firmly  and  nn- 
chaageably  fixed,  thoneands  upon  thooeands 
bave  inveetol  their  capital,  purchased  a  vast 


iodostij.  Can  we  expoee  to  utter  and  irre- 
trievable ruin  tbia  ooontiegs  multitude,  without 
JHtlj  incurring  the  reproach  of  violating  the 
aatioual  faith ! 

1  ihall  not  disCDBB  tbe  oonstitutional  ques- 
tuw.  Withont  meaning  any  diarespeot  to  tnoae 
who  raise  it,  if  it  be  debatable,  it  baa  been  snf- 
Geitnlly  debated.  The  geatlemao  from  Soath 
Carolina  suffered  it  to  fall  nnnotioed  fh>m  hia 
budget;  and  it  was  not  until  after  be  had 
doled  hia  weech  and  resumed  his  seat,  that  it 
oaeaired  to  him  that  he  had  forgotten  it,  when 
he  Bgaia  addressed  the  Senate,  and,  by  a  sort 
oTproteMAtioQ  agunst  any  conolaaion  from  his 
■ileDC^  pnt  forward  the  objection.  The  recent 
Free  Tnda  Convention  at  Philadelphia,  it  is 
«eUknown,weredivided  on  the  question;  and 
tltbough  the  topic  is  noticed  in  their  address  to 
the  public,  the;  do  not  odow  their  own  hslief 
that  the  American  system  is  UQOODStitutionsl, 
'  '  e  that  meK  is  the  opinion  of  re- 


Sules^  from  a  high  sooroe,  during  the  past 
j»tr,  treaUng  this  subject,  doee  iwt  amert  the 
opinioD  of  the  distinguished  anthor,  but  ttattt 
that  of  others  to  be  that  it  is  nnoonatitutionaL 
From  which  I  infer  that  he  did  not,  himself, 
believe  it  nnconstitational. 

[Sere  the  VioB  Fbksidkut  (Ur.  OALHOim) 
iolerposed,  and  remarked  ttiat  if  the  Senator 
Erom  Eantacky  alluded  to  blm,  he  mnst  say 
that  hi*  opinion  was,  that  the  measore  was  nn* 
eooatitalionaL] 

When,  sir,  aaid  Mr.  Olat,  I  contended  witii 
jDo,  ^  by  side,  and  with  perhapa  teas  zeal 
than  yon  exhitnted,  in  181S,  I  did  not  nnder- 
Maod  yon  then  to  consider  the  policy  fbrbidden 
by  the 


\  qnestioD  was  not 

debated  at  that  time,  and  ttiat  he  had  never 
sipreased  an  o^nitm  contrary  to  that  now  in- 
timated.] 

1  give  way  with  plea8nr&  sud  Mr.  Cl4T,  to 
these  eiplanationa,  which  I  hope  will  alwa^i 


d  opinioof 
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delicacy  of  the  poeition,  and  sympathiie  with 
the  iuoumbeat,  whoever  he  may  be.  It  is  trncL 
the  question  was  not  debated  in  1616;  and 
why  not)  Becaose  it  was  not  debatable;  it 
woa  then  believed  not  fairly  to  arise.  It  never 
has  been  made,  as  a  distinct,  substantial,  and 
leading  point  of  objeetion.  It  never  was  made 
nntil  Uie  disanaeion  of  the  tariff  of  1S34,  when 
it  was  rather  hinted  at,  as  against  the  sptrtt  of 
the  coneUtation,  than  formally  announced,  aa 
b«ng  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  that  inebrt- 
ment.  What  was  not  dreamt  of  before,  or  in 
1616,  and  scarcely  thought  of  in  1631,  is  now 
made,  by  excited  imaginations,  to  assume  the  . 
impowng  form  of  a  serious  constitutional  barrier. 
And  now,  Mr.  Preudent,  I  have  to  make  a 
few  observatioiu  on  a  delicate  subjeot,  which  I 
approach  with  all  the  respect  that  is  dae  to  its 
serious  and  grave  nature.  They  have  not,  in- 
deed,  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  whose  for- 
bearanoe  to  notioe  the  topic  was  oommenda* 
bie,  as  his  argnnent  throughout  was  charac- 
terized by  an  ability  and  dignity  worthy  of 
him  and  of  the  Senate.  The  gentleman  made 
one  declaration,  which  might  poeubly  be  mia- 
Interpretad,  and  I  autanit  to  him  whether  an 
Mpluiation  of  it  be  not  proper.  The  declara- 
tion, as  reported  in  his  pnoted  speech,  is,  "  the 
instinct  of  self-intorest  might  have  tangbt  ns  an 
easiw  way  of  relieving  ourselves  from  this  op- 
pression. It  wanted  but  (he  will  to  have  sup- 
plied ourselves  with  every  article  embraced  m 
the  protective  system,  free  of  doty,  without 
any  other  partjcipation  on  our  part  Uian  a  uin- 
pie  consent  to  receive  them."  [Here  Mr.  Hauti 
rose,  and  remarked  that  the  paassgee,  which 
immediately  preceded  and  followed  the  para- 
gr^h  clt«d.  he  thought,  plainly  indicated  his 
meaning,  which  related  to  evasions  of  the  sys- 
tem, by  illicit  introduction  of  goods,  which 
they  were  not  disposed  to  countenance  in 
South  Carolina.]  I  am  h^ipy  to  hear  tbia  ei- 
planation.  But,  nr,  it  is  impossible  to  conceal 
from  omr  view  the  facts  tliat  there  ia  great  ex- 
citement in  SoQth  Carolina ;  that  the  protec- 
tive syBt«m  is  openly  and  violently  denounoed 
in  popular  meetings  \  and  that  the  Legislature 
itself  haa  declared  ita  pnrpose  of  resorting  to 
counteracting  roeaaurea — a  suspension  of  wHioii 
has  only  been  sobmitted  to,  for  the  purpose  itf 
allowing  Googreaa  time  to  rttrae*  ita  ateps. 
With  rMpect  to  this  Union,  Mr.  Freaident,  toe 
troth  cannot  be  too  generally  proclaimed  nor 
too  stroDgly  iaooloated,  that  it  is  neoeesaty  to 
the  uAob  and  to  all  the  V<*rt» — necessary  to 
those  parts,  indeed,  in  different  degreee,  bnt 
vitally  neeessory  to  eocA;  and  that  threats  to 
disturb  or  dissolve  it,  coming  from  any  of  the 
parts,  would  be  quite  as  indiscreet  and  im- 
proper, as  would  be  threats  trom  the  reddne  to 
exclude  tboee  parts  from  the  pale  of  its  benefits. 
The  great  principle,  which  hes  at  the  founda- 
tion of  all  ft«e  Government,  is,  that  the  ma- 
jority most  govern;  from  which  there  is  or  can 
M  no  qipeal  bnt  to  the  sword.    That  minority 
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onglit  to  govern  wiaely,  equitably^  moderatelj, 
ana  conetitntioiiaUj,  bnt  govern  i(  mtut,  sab- 
J«ct  only  to  that  terrible  appeal.  If  ever  one, 
or  wveral  States,  being  a  minority,  oau,  bj 
menacing  a  dissolutioD  of  the  Union,  eucoeed  in 
forming  aa  abandonment  of  great  meaBnres 
deemed  esaentdal  to  the  intereeta  and  prosperity 
of  the  whole,  the  Union,  from  that  moment, 
U  practioolly  gone.  It  maj  linger  on,  in  fonn 
and  name,  bnt  its  vital  spirit  has  fled  forever  I 


—the  land  of  Marion,  Sumter,  and  Pickens — of 
*  Botledge,  Lanrena,  the  Pinckneja,  and  txiwndeg 
— of  living  and  present  names,  which  I  wonld 
mention  it  thej  were  not  living  or  present — to 
pante,  solemnJj  panse  I  and  conteniplal«  the 
trightiiil  precipice  which  lies  directlj  before 
them.  To  retreat  may  be  painful  and  mortify- 
ing to  their  gallantry  and  pride,  bnt  it  is  to  re- 
treat to  the  Union,  to  safety,  and  to  those 
brethren,  with  whom,  or  with  whose  anoes- 
tora,  they,  or  their  annestora,  have  won,  on 
fields  of  glory,  intperiahable  renown.  To  ad- 
vanoe,  is  to  rush  on  certain  and  inevitable  dis- 
grace and  deatmctdon. 

We  have  been  told  of  deeerted  castles,  of 
nninhabited  halls,  and  of  mansions,  once  the 
seats  of  opulence  and  hospitality,  now  aban- 
doned, ana  monldering  in  mina.  I  never  had 
Ute  honor  of  being  in  Sonth  Carolina ;  bat  I 
Lave  heard  and  read  of  the  stories  of  its  chiv- 
alry, and  of  its  generous  and  open-hearted  lib- 
eruity.  I  have  heard,  too,  of  the  strogglea  for 
power  between  the  lower  and  npper  ooontry. 
The  same  causes  which  existed  m  Virginia, 
with  which  I  have  been  acqnunt^d,  I  presume, 
have  had  their  influence  in  Carolina.  lu 
whose  hands  now  ore  the  once  proud  seats  of 
Westover,  Curies,  Haycocks,  BLirle^,  and 
others,  on  James  River,  and  in  Lower  Virginia! 
Under  the  operation  of  laws  abolishing  the 
principle  of  primogeniture,  and  providing  the 
equitable  rule  of  an  equal  distribntion  of  estates 
among  those  in  equal  degree  of  consanguinity, 
they  have  passed  into  other  and  stranger  hands. 
Borne  of  the  descendants  of  illnstrious  families 
have  gone  to  the  &t  West,  whilst  others,  lin- 
gering behind,  have  contrasted  their  present 
condition  with  that  of  their  venerated  ances- 
tors. They  behold  themselves  excluded  from 
their  fathers'  honses,  now  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  once  their  fathers'  overseers,  or  sink- 
ing into  decay ;  their  imaginations  paint  an- 
dent  renown,  the  fading  honors  of  their  name, 
glories  gone  by ;  too  poor  to  live,  too  proud  to 
work,  too  high-minded  and  honorable  to  resort 
to  ignoble  means  of  acquisition,  brave,  daring, 
chivalrous,  ahat  can  be  the  cause  of  their  pres- 
ent nnhappy  state!  The"Bccursed  tariff"  pre- 
sents itself  to  their  excited  imagioationa,  and 
they  blindly  msh  into  the  ranks  of  those  who, 
unfurling  the  banner  of  nollifloation,  would 
place  a  State  upon  its  sovereignty  I 

The  danger  to  onr  Union  does  not  lie  on  the 
udo  of  per^teace  la  the  American  system,  bnt 
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on  that  of  its  abandonment.  If|  as  I  have  sap- 
posed  and  believe,  the  inhabitants  of  all  north 
and  east  of  James  Biver,  and  all  west  of  the 
moontaina,  inolnding  Loulaiana,  are  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  preservation  of  that  systeo, 
would  they  be  reconciled  to  its  overUirowt 
Con  it  be  expected  that  two-thirds,  if  not  three- 
fourths,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
wonld  consent  to  the  destruction  of  a  pdicy 
believed  to  be  indiapenaably  neceaaaiy  to  thnr 
prosperity  f  When,  too,  this  socriSce  is  made 
at  the  instance  of  a  single  interest  which  tht^ 
verily  believe  will  not  be  promoted  by  itt  In 
estimating  the  degree  of  peril  which  may  be 
incident  to  two  opposite  oonrxes  of  human  pel- 
icy,  the  ptateaman  would  be  ahort-sighted  wbo 
shonld  content  himself  with  viewing  only  ^le 
evils,  real  or  ima^nary,  which  belong  to  that 
conrse  which  is  in  practical  operation.  Ha 
shonld  lift  himself  np  to  the  oontemplation  of 
those  greater  and  more  oertun  dangers  which 
might  inevitably  attend  the  adoption  ni  the 
alternative  oouree.  What  wonld  Se  the  condi- 
tion of  this  Union,  if  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York,  those  mammoth  members  of  onr  confed- 
eracy, were  firmly- persnaded  that  their  indus- 
try was  paralyied,  and  their  prosperity  blighted, 
by  the  enforcement  of  the  British  coloniu  sys- 
tem,  under  the  delusive  name  of  free  bade) 
They  are  now  traoqnil,  and  happy,  and  cm- 
tented,  oonscions  of  their  wellare,  and  fading 
a  salutary  and  rapid  oircnlation  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  home  maunfactures  and  home  indaet/y 
throQghont  all  their  great  arteries.  Bat  let 
that  he  checked,  let  them  feel  that  a  foreign 
system  is  to  predominate,  and  the  sonroei  of 


tJieir  subsistence  and  comfort  dried  up ;  1M 

island  and  the  West,  and  the  Kiddle 
States,  all  feel  that  they  too  are  the  victinu  of 


a  mistaken  policy,  and  let  these  vast  portirau 
of  our  country  despair  of  any  favorable  change, 
and  then,  indeed,  might  we  tremble  for  the 
continuance  and  sa&ty  of  this  Union! 


Fbidai,  Febmaiy  8. 

CtUbratwn  o/Ae  BirtAdaj/  of  WaMhrnfftaH, 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Osaicbebb,  the  joint  reso- 
lution/rom  the  House  for  tiie  appomtment  of 
a  committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  cel- 
ebration of  the  oentflnnial  birthday  of  Wash- 
ington, was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Ohakbebs,  the  Chwr  tss 
directed  to  appoint  the  committee. 

Mr.  Chahbbbs  moved  thirteen  as  the  uon- 
ber  of  the  committee,  Mr.  BrooLaa  twenty- 
four,  and  Mr.  Wkbbtk^  five.  The  last  number 
was  adopted. 


ToBSDAT,  Febmary  V. 

Cdebration  of  the  Birthday  of  TFiuAtii^tM. 

The  following  members  were  annonnced  as 

having  been  t^pointed  by  the  Choir  on  the 
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joint  aominittee  for  making  arraDgementa  for 
oelebrating  the  centonnial  birthda;  of  Washing- 
wo,  pnrBnant  to  the  order  of  jesterdaj,  vi« : 
Mr.  XAiBwrLL,  Kr.  Sioth;  Mr.  OLiT,  Mr.  Wbb- 
ma,  and  Mr.  Trocp. 

Hie  jonnud  haviog  been  read, 

Mr.  Tuimiu,  rose,  and  aaid  that  he  per- 
wired  in  the  Joamal  of  yegterdajr'a  proceedings 
hi«  name  on  the  committoe  appointed  in  oon- 

Snction  with  the  committee  of  the  other 
onse,  for  the  pnrpose  of  making  arrangements 
for  tb«  celebration  of  the  centennial  birthday 
of  the  first  President  of  the  United  States.  It 
woold  be  recollected  that  the  condidoa  of  the 
Senate  was  such,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
tbe  joint  resolntion,  nnder  which  the  commit' 
t«e  was  appointed,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
its  prraiding  officer  to  diHtiognish  the  diaeenting 
tote  given  dj  himself  and  two  other  Senators 
in  opposition  to  the  measure.  Although  op- 
posed to  serriDg  no  the  oommitt«e,  he  would 
not  have  trofibled  the  Senato  with  the  applica- 
tion  he  was  aboat  to  make,  did  he  not  feel  It 
hisdntyto  annoonoe  decidadlj  his  sentiments 
is  relation  to  the  pnntose  for  which  the  com- 
miitee  was  instituted  Were  it  one  of  the 
ordinarj  committees  that  he  was  then  coiled 
upon  to  serve  in,  he  sbonld  not,  however  irk- 
Botna  the  servioo,  have  asked  to  be  ezcnsed ; 
bat  when  a  deputation  of  that  body  was  ap- 
pointed to  meet  a  committee  of  the  other 
Honse,  that  deputation  should  expresa  a  nnani- 
mom  opinion  in  relation  to  the  bnaine^  on 
which  tne7  were  to  act ;  and  he,  therefore,  en- 
tertaining different  views  f^om  those  intended 
by  the  resolution,  was  compelled  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  excuse  him  from  serving.  Though, 
m  ordinary  occasions,  he  was  disposed  to  make 
a  ttcrifice  of  Lis  own  feelings,  his  own  wishes, 
ud  his  own  convenience,  yet,  on  this,  he  felt 
itbif  dnty  to  oppose,  in  the  most  deoisire  man- 
ner, the  consummation  of  a  purpose,  \a  the  in- 
ception and  conooction  of  whicn  he  had  been 
equUy  opposed.  Man-worship,  how  great  so- 
erer  the  man,  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  ever 
oppose.  For  these  reasong^  he  hoped  the  Sen- 
tte  woold  appoint,  in  his  place,  some  other 
geDtlenuD,  whose  sentiments  and  feelings  bet- 
ter qnsJified  him  to  serve  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  T,  was  then  excused. 

Ur.  Tnom-  also  asked  to  be  excused  from 
•wring  on  the  committee.  Mr.  T.  spoke  in  so 
low  a  tone  of  voice,  as  to  be  soareely  audible 
in  the  reporter's  seat ;  but  he  was  understood 
(0  give  the  same  reasons  for  wishing  to  be  ei- 
cnsed  as  were  given  by  Mr.  Tazbwkij.. 

Kr.  WnrrE,  at  a  subseanent  part  of  the  day, 
^  asked  to  be  excuseo.  He  said  that  pre- 
^If  the  same  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentle- 
|iun  from  Virginia,  disqnalifled  him  from  eerv- 
>^-  He,  too,  was  opiKMed  to  the  reaolntion, 
■nd  had  voted  agunst  it. 

Hr.  V.  was  likewise  ezcnsed. 

Ur.  SHrrH  also  reqnested  to  be  excnsed,  in 
(onwqaence  of  ill  health.  He  had  been  india- 
poeed  in  oonaequence  of  Joimng  Id  celebrating 


the  8th  of  January,  and  was  compelled  to  con- 
fine himself  within  doors  when  not  engaged  in 

duty  at  the  Senate,  especially  in  the  evening. 
Mr.  B.  was  accordingly  excused. 

Th6  Twrig—BiaAueUm  of  Jhttut. 

Hr.  MaNauM  stdd :  The  resolntion  upon  the 

table  contains  matter  of  high  and  great  imporL 

It  Involves  piinciples  mingling  m  deep  and 

dangerous  connection  with  the  intereeta  and 

Sassions  of  great  masses  of  this  confederacy. 
C  involves  a  final  deciNon  upon  this  tariff  pol- 
icy, now  presented  in  a  naked,  nnmitigated — 
ay,  aggravated  form.  I  cannot  but  regiird  it  aa 
the  most  momentous  question  which  nas  ever 
been  snbmittod  to  any  deliberative  assembly  in 
this  country,  Mnce  the  adoption  of  tbe  federal 
constitution — as,  indeed,  the  most  feariWlymo- 
mentouB  that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  whole 
history  of  the  American  people,  with  the  sin- 
>tion  of  the  decbiration  of  American 


ress,  has  been  marked  with  strogglee,  keen, 
fierce,  and  reaolved.  In  some  portions  of  the 
Union,  all  the  elements  of  disoontent  are  stir- 
ring and  heaving  in  frightful  agitation.  The 
pasuons  are  thronging  to  the  conteet.  It  is  no 
longer  discussed  aa  a  qaestion  of  political  econ- 
omy, but  aa  a  naked  question  of  liberty.  Shall 
this  ooone  of  things  endure  longer  T  Is  there 
any  lover  of  his  cpuntr?  who  can  contemplate 
it  without  deep  and  painfnl  reflections?  Shall 
this  beautiful  fabric  of  onr  liberties  l>e  perilled 
in  a  contest  of  mere  selfish  interests,  uncalled 
for  by  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  and  onre- 
deemtd  by  any  high,  noble,  and  patriotic  con- 
siderations t 

This  question  has  been  argued  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Ciat.)  upon  the 
assumption  that  a  large  portion  of  this  country 
are  laboring  for  an  entire  demolition  of  those 
establishments ;  and  appeals  have  been  made  to 
excite  every  motive  of  interest,  and  arouse 
every  selfish  principle,  to  rally  around  this 
tariff  system,  and  protect  it  fitnu  the  aaiaulta 
of  its  ruthless  assailaiits. 

Sir,  these  appeals  have  been  made  with  ad- 
mirable sagacity — with  a  deep  conviction  that 
the  system  can  be  maintained  only  by  arousing 
the  passions,  and  excluding  the  lighta  of  calm 
and  sober  reason.  But,  sir,  has  this  assump- 
tion any  foundation  in  faott  Is  there  any 
party  In  this  conntry  that  seeks  to  demolish  the 
manufacturing  establishments  I  Is  there  any 
which  is  not  deeply  impressed  with  Uie  difficult 
and  delicate  responsibility  of  re-organinng  oar 
system  of  imposts,  and  actuating  the  duties, 
with  a  due  regard  to  all  tbe  great  intereats  of 
the  country !  K  there  be  any  such  party,  it  ia 
unknown  to  me.  Sir,  the  great  object  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  and  with  whom  I  associate, 
is  to  adjust  this  system  so  aa  to  approximate, 
as  near  as  may  be,  on  equal  partidpMion  in  the 
burdens  and  benefita  of  the  Qovemment 

What  la  the  effect  of  the  resolution  npon  tbq 
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table  ?    It  ia  to  agpaivKba  the  eviL    It  is  to  t»x 
the  neoMuriea  of  cbe  poor  man,  while  the  rioh 
JDAJ  revel  in  liuciiries,  u  free  fnmi  taxatioa 
the  &ir  he  breathe*.    It  is  to  iocreaM  the  c 
travagant  bonntiea  already  enjoyed  tn'  the  rich 
nqtitijiat,  by  diminishing  the  coat  of  many  of 
tbe  articles  which  enter  into  the  oonaamption 
of  hia  establishment.     The  duties  in  the  shape 
of  prateotioii  remain  the  same  nominally,  wbue 
in  tact  they  are  eahanoed  to  ^e  whole  amonj  ' 
of  dednotion  from  the  prices  of  articles  ctx 
snmed  by  the  mannfaoturer  and  his  laboren. 

The  only  feature  of  mitigation  is  to  be  fonni) 
in  the  reduction  of  the  amount  of  revenne. 
This,  however,  la  more  than  ooanterbalanoed 
by  the  increased  inequality  in  the  action  of  the 
i^Btem.  'But  if  a  system  of  imposts  shall  be 
adopted  in  pnreaance  of  tbe  policy  of  the  reso- 
.  lution,  what  will  be  tbe  extent  of  the  redaction 
of  the  revenoe  1  The  Senator  from  Eentacky 
estimates  it  at  seven  millions  of  dollars ;  others 
are  of  opinion  that  it  wonld  be  between  five 
and  six ;  suppoee  it  to  be  seven  millions,  we 
should  then  have  an  annnai  revenne  varying 
between  eighteen  and  twenty-three  miUiMiB  i^ 
dollars,  when  the  acti^  necessities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment wonld  not,  and  ongbt  not  to  require 
more  than  ten  millions  to  be  raised  by  revenne. 
The  people  are  then  to  be  taxed  from  eight  to 
twelve  and  even  flfleen  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nnally,  more  than  the  actual  wants  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment, if  tbe  policy  indicated  by  tfaia  resola- 
tion  shaU  ultimately  prevail.  Sir,  can  this  pol- 
icy soothe  tbe  discontents  of  the  pnblio  mmd, 
and  restore  harmony  to  the  dlstractod  oonnoile 
of  this  country  ?  Can  ft  beal  those  divisions 
that  have  so  exteneively  and  fearMly  imfaired 
tbe  confidence  and  sundered  the  aReotione  of 
distant  and  important  parts  of  this  oonfeder- 
aoy?  Sir,  It  cannot.  The  whole  Sonth  will 
regard  it  with  fixed  avermon.  They  will  view 
it  as  a  proof  that  onr  distant  brethren  have  bnt 
litUe  ret>peet  for  onr  feelings ;  tliat  they  torn  a 
deaf  ear  to  onr  friendly  remonstranoea,  and 
heed  not  the  narrative  of  oar  violated  rights 
and  multiplied  wrongs.  Sir,  it  done  violence 
to  every  conception  of  a  free  GovemmenL  It 
i>  subversive  of  every  maxim  of  an  enlight- 
MMd  political  economy,  and  it  la  ntterly  re- 
gardless of  that  confidence  and  a&bction  ce- 
mented by  mntnal  interest,  which  conatitnte 
'  ^e  broad  basis — and  the  only  basis — npon 
which  rests  tbe  noble  atraotnre  of  our  free  in- 
stitutions. It  is  the  part  of  wisdom,  taking 
broad  and  Btatesmao-like  views,  and  looking 
afar  off,  to  persevere  in  a  policy  which,  by  six 
or  seven  contigaoos  States  in  the  Union,  is  be- 
lieved to  bring  to  them  nothing  bnt  pore, 
unmixed  evil,  and  which  a  large  majority  of 
tbe  people  of  that  region  believe  to  be  in  vio- 
lation of  the  ^Irit  and  principles  of  the  oon- 
•titntion  t 


Wbdhwdat,  February  8. 

Ctlebration  ofiKt  Sirthday  of  WaAivgttn. 

Kr.  DmsKasoN  said  that,  perc^ving  Va  hum 
[in  tbe  place  of  Mr.  Warn,  excused]  on  th« 
committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  th«  Seiute 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  commemontion 
of  Washington's  birthday,  he  wished  to  b«  ei- 
oused  from  serving  npon  it,  for  the  same  rea- 
Btms  which  were  ^ven  by  the  gentlemea  vbo 
were  yesterday  excused.  He  was  not  iL  Istoi 
of  the  object  for  which  the  committee  wu 
appointed,  nor  did  he  vote  for  tbe  rceclatioo. 
He  willed  to  pay  all  possible  rtayetX  to  tli« 
memory  of  Washington.  He  hoped  the  Steals 
would  adjourn  over  that  day,  and  unite  vith 
other  ottixens  in  the  usual  olwervanoes  of  tba 
day.  But  he  could  see  no  ^ood  reason  vby 
CongrcM  sboold  depart,  on  thks  occasion,  from 
the  customary  mode  of  honoring  the  day.  He 
wished  to  be  exonsed  from  serving  on  the  com- 
mittee. , 

Ur.  Hatki  suggested  to  the  Senator  that,  at 
bis  name  was  upon  tbe  committee,  and  is  mt- 
eral  gentienwn  had  already  been  excused,  tu 
bad  better  rtm^  a  member  of  it ;  sod,  if  bs 
had  any  oljectdona  to  any  other  observaaes  d 
the  day  than  an  a^Ioumment,  he  could  rttU 
them  to  the  joint  committee,  who  wonld,  pet- 
huiB,  be  governed  by  hia  suggestions. 

Mr.  DioEBBBOH  felt  no  dispositioi),  he  said,  l« 
go  into  the  committee  for  the  pnipoee  ti  op- 
poung  the  views  and  designs  of  the  ffli^ioii^  of 
that  committee.  It  wonld  be  nnplMsaut  to 
him  to  Iw  piaoed  in  that  situation.  He  voaH 
propoee  to  withdraw  from  it  entirely. 

Mr.  HiLUB  called  for  the  reading  of  tbe  rte- 
olution ;  and,  after  it  waa  read,  he  remarktd 
that,  as  the  resolution  agreed  to  assame  thai 
we  shall  join  the  House  in  oelebrating  the 
day,  gentlemen  could  have  no  objiiaticai  to 
serving  on  the  committee.  Having  adopted 
the  resolution,  be  thotigbt  the  Senate  wis 
bonnd  to  proceed  in  the  acoompIisluDeiit  of  tbe 

Ut.  Fobstth  was  not  present,  be  said,  wkn 
the  reecdution  was  passed.  He  thoneht  it  an 
improper  mode  of  p^ing  req)ect  to  us  nwi- ' 
ory  of  tbe  deceased.  He  was  also  nninfanaed 
how  the  expenses  of  tbe  fCte,  if  there  «*s  U> 
be  one,  were  to  be  defrayed.  He  was  willing 
to  excuse  the  honorable  Senator  from  St* 
Jersey,  if  he  believea  he  oonld  not,  with  pro- 
priety, consent  to  join  in  the  olgeds  c^  tha 


The  qneetion  being  put,  it  was  decided  m 

favor  of  exouong  the  Senator. 
[ThB  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senst* 

nlUmately  consiated  of  Mr.  Out,  Kr.  Wo- 

BiKB,  Mr.  Pomuxna,  Mr.  OHaKsxaa,  and  Mi. 

Bibb.] 

ImvyXtd  JUegal  Currtngi  nf  i3tt  Bttnk  ijf  * 
Vnited  SlaUt  in  lAe  Farm  qf  Bramk  *f* 
Order*  or  wwH  />ni/t»  on  tkt  XothtrSai^ 
Mr.  Daluu  moved  that  the  rf^oit  rectdnd 
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jestcnlay  froni  Um  SeoretATj  of  the  Treasnrj, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Bbxtox'b  reaolation,  making 
inquiries  in  reltUon  to  the  oarrency  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  be  printed,  and  re- 
ftrred  to  th»  Bdeet  Committee  oi>  that  sobjeot. 

Mr.  Bkitoh  stid  kia  Btatement  of  the  amonnt 
of  tbii  speoiei  of  onrreaoj  in  cironlaticm,  was 
mere  matter  of  <q>inion  when  he  ^wke  upon 
the  mbject  two  weeks  a^.  The  bank,  in  none 
of  it«  reports  or  pnblioatiuns,  had  ever  diBcrim- 
inawd  between  the  notes  and  tbe  orders ;  and, 
judging  from  the  nniversality  of  tbe  orderg  in 
the  West,  he  had  formed  an  opinioa  that  thej 
miut  amonnt  to  abont  ten  miliions.  Senators, 
who  snppoMd  htm  to  nf  thir^  or  forty  mit- 
lioas,  mn^  bare  taken  an  ezprewion  whioh  re- 
Uted  to  tlie  whole  amoont  of  the  bank  Imdos, 
iMt«s  and  ordere,  which  are  returned  at  far^ 
nillioM.  To  settie  the  question,  however,  and 
to  saoertain  the  qoantitr  of  orders  ont,  he  had 
nbmittad  a  calf  npon  the  Swretaiy  of  the 
Tnasarjf  aad,  if  he  had  not  the  information, 
through  him  upon  the  prendant  of  the  bank, 
to  McertMD  the  amonnt.  That  call  had  been 
siuwered.  It  was  received  festerday,  and 
givM  rise  to  the  preeent  motions  for  references 
to  diflbrent  oommlttees.  From  that  answer 
wc  Me  that  tbe  practioe  of  issnfaig  orders  as 
enrTenej  began  in  Jnly,  1S3T ;  and  that  about 
•even  millions  had  been  issaed  sinoe  that  timok 
Of  this  teren  millions,  abcnt  live  millions  are 
beliered  tabe  in  actual  oircnlatiou ;  which,  la 
bet,  wB«  less  than  he  had  eipeoted.  Bnt  Uie 
eiDse  of  his  mlscalonlation  was  shown  in  U}e 
President's  answer. 

He  (l£r.  B.)  had  supposed  that  all  the 
braneheB  isBned  this  descnptloo  of  oDrrenoy ; 
but,  in  looking  orer  the  statement  sent  in,  he 
fonitd  that  the  more  remote  and  frontier 
brtiehes  alone  were  set  at  this  work ;  while 
the  great  branches  in  the  capHals  and  empo- 
rinou  of  the  old  States,  and  la  tiiia  capital  of 
the  Union,  did  no  snob  thine.  The  Southern 
ud  Western  branches  made  Uiese  tssnee,  and  a 
te*  othera  of  the  smaller  class ;  bat  the 
linnchee  (n  Riehmond,  Baltimore,  New  York, 
Boston,  and  this  city,  issned  none.  Why  this 
diSbrenoe  t  Is  U  that  the  intelli^nce  of  tbe 
pest  cities  wonld  detect  the  ddftrenoe  be- 
tveea  a  note  and  an  order,  while  tbe  inhab- 
fUnts  of  the  Sonth  and  West,  and  other  re- 
mote or  oltsanre  placei,  wonld  take  the  orders 
*ithont  knowing  the  differenoe,  like  unfledged 
rabiu  swallow  the  grarel  which  wanton  boys 
ftrow  them  in  place  of  crambs  of  bread  ? 

Mr.  Daxlab  s^d  that  he  did  not  precisely 
understand  whether  the-  gentleman  friim  Uis- 
Hori  mtended  his  present  reeololion  as  a  sub- 
•tHiite  for  the  one  he  had  presented,  on  a  for- 
mer day,  in  relation  to  the  same  object  [Ur. 
BmoN  said  yea,  with  the  exception  of  print- 
ing.] Ht.  Dxu-u  said  the  qneetion  was  one  of 
great  interest,  and  moved  tiiat  the  report  be 
printed,  and  rafbrred  to  the  Select  Oommittee 
on  tbe  snbject  of  the  bank.  He  wished  to 
ttate  one  important  &ot,  viz.,  that  tlia  whole 


amoont  of  these  orders  did  not  exceed  five 
miliions  of  dollars.  He  stated  this,  because  It 
had  been  asserted  by  the  gentleman,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  that  the  amount  was  thirty  or 
forty  millions.  Another  allegation  was,  that 
the  effect  of  these  orders  was  to  drun  the  spe- 
cie from  the  western  and  soathweatcm  portions 
of  tbe  Union.  Itr.  D.  said,  it  appeared,  tram 
the  statements  of  the  bank,  that,  during  the 
period  of  Ave  years,  the  amregate  amount  of 
^>ecie  from  New  Orleans  did  not  exceed  five 
miiliona,  and  but  eight  millions  from  the  whole 
Western  country.  He  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  oommuoiciato  these  (acta  to  the 
Senate,  to  prevent  any  misconception  in  conse- 

Snenoe  of  the  assertions  whidi  bad  been  made, 
a  relation  to  the  question  of  referring  the 
snlfjeot  to  the  CoDunittee  on  Uie  Judiciary,  Hr, 
D.  stud  that  the  qoesldon  as  to  tbe  legality  of 
the  bank  drafts  h»d  been  decided  by  t£e  judi- 
cial tribunals  of  tbe  conatry,  and  the  reference 
to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary  seemed  to 
involTB  a  question  whioh  bad  already  been  de- 
cided. It  seemed  to  him  that  the  subject 
should  be  referred  to  the  commitlee  that  had 
tbe  qneslJon  of  tbe  rechartering  of  tbe  bank  in 
their  charge,  with  the  design  that  they  might 
inquire  into  tbe  subject,  and,  if  they  fonud  it 
improper  or  iojorions,  to  forbid  the  practice  in 
the  fotnre  charter,  if  the  bank  should  be  re- 
chartered.  In  this  light,  he  though  the  sobjact 
beliHiged  peonliarly  to  tbe  Select  Oommittee  on 
tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  as  the  legal 
qneation  had  been  already  jndicially  decided, 
and  that,  therefore,  there  was  no  propriety  in 
the  reference  to  the  Jndicial  Committee. 

Ur.  Smith  made  some  remarks,  which  were 
indistinctly  heard.  He  was  understood  to  say 
tiiat.  Id  relation  to  the  bank's  drawing  specie 
from  the  West,  that  sndi  was  not  tbe  effect 
there,  more  than  in  other  portions  of  the 
Utuon,  which  effect  had  been  caused  by  the 
dreadfn]  pressore  of  trade  over  tbe  whole  coun- 
try ;  and  that  the  specie  did  not  go  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  bnt  to  England.  The 
"lecle  drawn  from  Baltimore  waa  as  great  ai 
lat  whioh  had  been  drawn  from  the  western 
States,  or  anywhere  else.  When  the  bank  is 
called  on,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  oaonot  deny  Uie  payment 
of  the  specie  for  these  orders.  How  else  can 
the  bank  manage  them  as  they  now  do  I  Mnst 
they  go  to  all  the  branch  banks  for  aid,  on 
every  occasion  t  Without  this  onrrency,  they 
cannot  avoid  it.  It  is,  therefore,  a  necessary 
practioe  to  obviate  the  difficnltjea^which  wonld 
otherwise  be  insannonntable. 

Mr.  Bkxtox  rose  to  say  a  word  in  answer  to 
the  venerable  Senator  from  Uorylaod,  (Ur. 
Smith.)  That  Senator  was  not  present  when 
this  disouwion  began,  and  had  not  heard  tbe 
DRpers  read,  upon  which  it  waa  founded. 
These  papers  showed  that  Uie  branches  in 
quesdon  nad  been  sending  up  hard  money  to 
the  parent  bank,  for  years  before  the  exporta- 
tion of  qiecie  began.  The  remittances  from 
the  Sonth  and  Weat  dated  from  1887— the  ez- 
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portation  had  only  bepiit  in  June  last.  It  was 
n(<t  a  call,  in  distress,  which  the  bank  had 
mode,  but  b  Bysttmiatio  abdoction,  which  had 
be«ii  going  on  for  jears.  Ever/  Southern  and 
WeBtem  branch  was  drained  of  its  specie  hj 
this  process.  The  disproportion  between  the 
specie  on  hand,  and  the  paper  put  ont  hj  these 
branches,  was  excessive,  enonnons,  and  ap- 
p^ting.  At  Pittshorg,  fiirt^  to  one;  at  Lex- 
ington, twentj  to  one ;  at  Nashville,  twenty  to 
one ;  at  Kew  Orleans,  sixteen  to  one  ;  at  Faj- 
etteville,  North  Carolina,  abont  seventy  to  one. 
8noh  were  the  retnrns  of  last  December.  It 
was  the  abdnotion  of  the  precions  metals  which 
had  reduced  the  Bonthern  and  Western  branch' 
«a  to  this  lean  and  famished  condition,  of  which 
he  complained.  It  was  of  the  cnrrency,  ille) 
and  dangerona,  for  which  there  was  no  ac 

Soate  means  of  redemption,  that  he  was  nt 
emanding  investigations,  and  beseeching  the 
friends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  not ' 
fly  It 

Ur.  Dallas  aaid  that  he  wonld  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Benate  to  some  remarks  wbloh 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 
He  was  desirous  to  correct  certain  errors  which 
that  gentleman  had,  no  donbt  nnintentionally, 
fallen  into  in  relation  to  the  United  States 
Bank,  in  bis  remarks  of  this  morning.  He  has 
stated  that  the  effect  of  the  paper  currency  is 
to  dlstresa  the  Bonthwest^rn  and  Western 
States,  and  that  thev  were  the  sections  exoln- 
rively  where  the  orden  were  sent ;  that  it  was 
the  borders  and  nnenlightened  parts  of  society 
that  were  chuaen,  &e.  I  have  only  to  remark, 
that  the  towns  of  Providence,  Burlington, 
Utica,  Buffalo,  Pittsburg,  and  others,  where  an 
eqaal  or  greater  amount  is  sent,  are  not  in  the 
nnenlightened  condition  which  the  gentleman 
snppoecs,  nor  in  the  sonthwestcrn,  or  qnlte  in 
the  western  extremities  of  this  Union.  Mr.  D. 
read  a  statement  of  the  anonnt  sent  to  each  of 
the  branches  in  these  and  other  places,  show- 
ing that,  instead  of  the  currency  being  confined 
to  the  West,  it  was  circulating  in  every  portion 
of  the  country;  and  that,  by  recurring  to  the 
statement  of  the  bank,  they  wonld  find  that 
the  Ancient  Dominion  was  not  excepted.  To 
Norfolk  there  were  also  bank  orders  sent;  that 
they  had,  therefore,  been  diBhsed  throughout 
the  various  sections  of  the  Union,  and  to  the 
varioas  branch  banks  !u  tJie  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle and  Southern,  as  well  as  bo  the  Western 
States.  I  will  refer,  s^d  Mr.  D.,  tu  another 
mistake  whioh  tbe  gentleman  has  fhllen  into. 
He  says  that  the  West  is  drained  of  its  gold  and 
silver.  Now,  by  the  statement  of  the  bank,  it 
seems  that,  of  all  the  specie  that  is  drawn  from 
the  West,  there  are  five  millions  drawn  from 
New  Orleans  alone,  and  all  that  ii  drawn  from 
the  whole  Western  country  is  but  eight  mil- 
lions— which  leaves  only  three  millioDS  from 
that  entire  portion  of  the  Union,  exclusive  of 
New  Orleans,  which  city  I  presume  the  gen- 
tieman  wonld  not  accuse  of  being  nnenlight- 
ened, and  whioh  la  peodiarly  well  sitnatAd  to 


be  the  ohannol  of  specia.  There  were,  then, 
but  three  millions  drawn  from  those  parts  of 
the  West  which  could  be  called  frontier  settle- 
ments. They  had  thus  contriliuted  almoetnoUi- 
ing — oomparatiTely  nothing — when  tbe  wbde 
amount  paid  to  tbe  bank  by  other  pcvtionsof 
the  country  was  considered.  Mr.  D.  felt  it  bis 
dn^  t«  express  these  sentiments  to  the  Swate, 
that  they  might  know  the  tme  state  td  the 
case,  and  the  reaaona  why  he  had  moved  to 
refer  the  report  to  tbe  Select  Committee  <»  the 
bank  subject. 

Mr.  JomwTOir  scdd  that  he  did  Dot  snppose 
that  the  question  should  be  diaonssed  at  this 
time  by  the  Senate,  but  that  it  should  b«  left  to 
the  Select  Committee ;  and,  if  any  qneetion  fa- 
whioh  the  present  discossioa  wonld  be  prqter, 
it  wonld  be  on  the  reohartering  ot  tiie  hsiik ; 
to  which  point  thero  wonld  be  a  tnore  inilaUe 
application  of  the  argnments  of  the  guitlemin 
from  Missouri.  Sir,  I  listened  to  the  gentle- 
man with  astonishment  the  oUier  dv',  and  wu 
surprised  at  his  excitement  npoa  the  antgect 
I  think  he  muat  certainly  be  somewhat  prqn- 
diced,'  or  that  he  does  not  comprehend  tne  in- 
terests of  the  Western  people  with  regard  to 
this  subject.  Sir,  what  great  evils  have  besn 
experienced  from  the  droulation  ot  tiieee  orden 
in  the  West  since  they  were  first  issned  t  Ihey 
were  issued  becanse  it  was  difficult  to  carry  od 
the  concerns  of  the  institution  without  them. 
It  was  said  the  bank  bad  fiuled,  because  the 
managers  had  tali  that  it  was  impcnibla  to 
pay  trie  bills  in  every  portion  'of  the  Uoion, 
whenever  they  might  be  presented,  and  tpcde 
demanded.  But,  sir,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  equally  the  liberty  of  exchange  iriUi 
the  other  banka,  and  an  equal  cnrrency,  irith 
more  gold  and  silver ;  yet  this  oould  not  be  ei- 
pected  if  the  branch  banks  oonld  not  give 
checks  on  one  another,  and  on  the  pareat  insti- 
tution. Does  not  the  very  idea  of  a  branch 
bank  indude  this  privilege  t  Wonld  it  b«  vio- 
lating its  charter  to  exert  itt  And  does  net 
the  parent  bank  now  exchange  with  Ihem  Ihew 
orders  as  well  as  smaller  sums  of  money  for 
the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  paUkl 
Sir,  tbe  banks  not  only  pay  these  small  bills, 
but  give  checks  on  one  another,  and  in  this 
way  the  exchange  is  m^twned.  And  tbs 
banks  cannot  be  conducted  or  the  people  ac- 
oommodated  in  any  other  woj.  Mr.  J.  said  he 
did  not  wish  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  himself  or  interrupt  the  debate  00  other 
subjects.  But  when  he  saw  this  qoestkin  ia- 
trodnced  in  this  peculiar  manner,  ^  snbmiHiiv 
resolutions  calling  for  informaUon,  and  tben, 
before  it  was  obtained,  to  proceed  with  a  pre- 
mature discussion  calculated  to  mislead  the 
public — inflame  their  minds — and  ejeite  their 
pr^udices  agfunst  the  bank — he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  explun  the  otyect  of  these  ordara,  and  show 
that  they  were  not  fraught  with  mischief;  and 
followed  by  distress  and  ruin,  as  the  gentleman 
had  attempted  to  induce  us  to  brieve.    The 

'leman  has  B«d  that  there  were  to  the 
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tmaaat  of  fori;  milltoiu  of  tiieaa  orders  in  oir- 
enlUaoD  |  and  tbjit  the  whole  West  was  drained 
of  ita  gold  and  silver.  Why,  sir,  I  know  that 
this  is  not  the  case.  I  was  mfself  at  New  Or- 
leans last  season,  and  I  know  that,  for  the  five 
miilioiu  sent  to  the  parent  bank,  there  were 
nioe  milUoos  retomed  from  the  markets  of  onr 
produce  to  r^laoe  it ;  and,  so  far  from  there 
oeutg  a  deficiency  of  gold  and  silver,  the  sea- 
eral  suxiet;  was  to  ktuiw  what  to  do  with  It 
Does  not  the  f^ntleman  know  that  the  rich 
conotries  of  Ueiico  and  the  oUier  gold  and  sil- 
ver regioDB  are  directly  open  to  oor  trade  t 
Utat  OBT  prodnco  is  seot  ont  there,  and  out 
■Upa  oome  home  loaded  with  specie  ?  This  is 
the  general  coarse  Mid  effect  of  that  trade ; 
sad  when  tbe  spade  is  brought  into  New  Or- 
lesaa,  the  great  question  is  faow  to  dispose  of 
iL  This  l£e  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  per- 
fams  for  OS  by  trannwrting  it  at  their  own 
eipeDse.  Sir,  when  tne  question  comes  up  in 
ordw  beibn  die  Senate,  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
satisfy  yoa  that  Hm  Western  people  are  buie- 
fited,  jnatsaH  o(  being  i^jored,  by  this  cur- 
TSDcy;  and  that  the  ciromation  of  the  specie 
eonld  not  be  effected  witfaont  the  aid  of  this 
tnangement. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bshton  was  Uien  laid  on 
the  tablet 

Thcbsd^t,  February  9. 
The  nsolntioos  eobroitted  yesterday  by  l£r. 
Baarox  and  Ur.  Spx^am  were  oonridered  and 
adopted. 

Th4  Tariff'—RtdveUon  of  Bwlitt. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Cut's  resolution  respecting  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Ttucr,  of  Virginia,  said;  The  honorable 
6aii*h»-  from  Eentaoky  (Mr.  Olat)  had  drawn 
a  ^wiug  picture  of  the  oondi^n  of  the  coun- 
try. He  had  qioken  of  this  as  the  golden  age 
of  these  ocHifederated  States.  By  the  magic  of 
his  eloqaanoe  he  had  transported  ns  to  what, 
with  classical  taste,  he  was  pleased  to  call,  La 
B«Ue  Riviire,  and,  sailing  down  its  stream,  be 
poioted  ont  to  ns  a  smiling,  animated  scene — 
tillsgM  rising  up  in  endless  succession  on  its 
banla^  while  the  arts  were  guly  meet^g  ns  at 
every  step.  From  thenoe  be  led  ns  into  the 
interior  of  his  own  State,  and  there  again  all 
wall  beantifnl  and  entJoing.  Widely  extended 
Uwns — animated  groves — sod  hills  covered 
with  nomberless  flocks.  All  was  gay — all  waa 
besntiful — all  enchanting.  He  then  tranalated 
0)  to  the  North,  and  sgsin  we  stood  in  fairy 
Und.  Here  flonrighed  Die  arts,  and  the  buzz 
(^  industry  arose  from  nnmberless  villages. 
And,  finally,  to  touch  off  with  still  deeper  tint 
the  glowing  s:ene,  he  pointed  to  ns  that  great 
mart  of  commerce,  the  city  of  New  York — the 
modNn  Tyre.  Bot  the  hooorable  Senator  here 
stopped — his  pencil  fell  from  his  hsnds,  when 
he  turned  to  the  South,  and  she  was  not  found 
19m  his  canvas.     Where  were   her  riwng 


towns  1  Where  her  lawns,  her  animatod 
groves,  and  living  billsf  I-  swd  she  was  not 
~  '  'is  oanvas — I  mistake — she  was  there,  bnt 

was  enveloped  in  gloom.  She  had  ven- 
tured to  utter  complaints — to  pnt  forth  her 

vancea  respeotftilly,  bnt  strongly — and  she 

scowled  npoD — reprehended  as  uttering  un- 
fonnded  complunta,  entertaining  unwise  opin- 
ions, and  as  advocating  a  system  which  would 
recolonize  America.  If  the  Benate  could  see 
nothing  in  all  this  to  Jastify  complunt,  tiien 
-~i  we  indeed  fairly  snbject  to  reproach.  Wha^ 
I  could  not  that  fervid  and  glowing  fancy 
create  one  animated  spot — find  one  oasis  in  the 
wilderness  of  gloom,  on  which  to  rest?  Hoir 
comes  this,  Kr.  Pre^dent  t  Is  there  any  thing 
'~    -yk\  in  climate,  in  position,  to  explain  iti 

re  sow  and  not  reap )  Has  the  earth  sud- 
denly refused  to  yield  to  ns  her  harvests  t 
OomparlsooB  are  said  to  be  odious ;  bnt  I  only 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  others,  and  rely  upon 
citations  which  have  already  been  made  in  thia 
debate.  Look  to  Mr,  Gee's  pamphlet  of  1760, 
upon  which  the  honorable  Senator  so  strongly 
relied,  nr^ng  npoa  the  British  Qovemment  tiae 
adoption  of  a  policy  which  would  prohibit  the 
nse  of  msohiuery  in  the  colonies,  and  oompel 
them  to  take  the  mannfaotnred  goods  of  the 
mother  ooimtry.  That  writer  dwells  with  ap- 
parent delight  on  the  profitable  exchanges 
which  would  be  carried  on  with  the  South; 
there  would  be  raised  the  richest  products  lo 
the  raw  state,  which  would  be  exchanged  for 
the  costly  mannfaotures  of  England.  Of  the 
North,  that  writer  speaks  in  terms  of  oppro- 
brium and  contumely :  "  The  cast-off  rags 
wonld  do  for  the  North.  New  Snglaod  and 
tlie  Northern  colonies  have  not  coromoditiea 
and  products  enough  to  send  ns  in  return  for 
their  necessary  clothing,  but  are  under  great 
diSicolties,  and,  therefore,  any  ordinary  sort  will 
sell  with  them.  And,  when  they  have  grown 
ont  of  &ahi0Q  with  ns,  they  are  new-fashioned 
enough  there."  Mark  you,  Mr.  President,  thia 
is  not  my  language ;  it  is  the  language  of  the 
pamphlet,  introduced  and  read  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentucky.  I  beg  leave  to 
give  you  an  anecdote  whioh  is  said  to  have  oc- 
curred at  the  table  of  Qeneral  Washington, 
shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  federal  consti- 
tution. I  do  not  vouch  for  it,  but  have  oitan 
heard  it  mentioned  by  others.  The  party  con- 
sisted of  several  Sonthem  gentlemen,  and  one 
gentleman  from  the  North,  That  great  and 
good  man  was  dwelling  ou  tiie  benefits  which 
woold  arise  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitn- 
tion;  he  portrayed  the  ooimtless  blessings 
which  it  would  bring  to  the  South — dwelt  on 
its  ricli  productions,  and  the  profitable  inter- 
change  which  it  would  carry  on  with  all  parte 
of  the  world.  At  length,  taming  to  bis  North- 
ern friend,  he  inquired,  "But  what  will  the 
North  do  t "  The  brief  and  laconic  answer 
was,  "  We  will  live  by  onr  wits,"  And  well 
has  this  reply  been  realized.  By  their  wita 
they  have  aoqnired  much  of  the  wealth  whioh 
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properly  ^>pertwiu  to  ■  more  genitd  olimate 
and  riMer  toil.  Tbelr  ingenuitj  lias  brought 
forth  neefol  inyeDtioiw  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
Und :  hardj,  indaBtriona,  eaterpming,  they 
have,  in  the  parauit  of  fortune,  roamed  over 
distant  lands,  and  braved  the  terrors  of  the 
might/  deep.  The  compliment  pud  them  hj 
E£tnad  Burke,  on  tbe  floor  tk  the  Brituh 
Parliament,  was  every  way  deserved.  Every 
Sontbem  man  r^oioed  in  their  proaperity,  ho 
long  08  it  was  the  reanlt  of  their  own  indebti- 
gable  industry.  Even  their  wooden  nntoiega 
excited  bnt  a  nnlle,  and  nothing  more.  They 
may,  for  me,  make  trade  and  profit  ai  all  their 
notjona,  except  their  tariff  notions.  Agmnst 
that  I  do  protest  with  all  my  sbeogth.  Bnt  let 
me  retam  to  the  noorse  of  my  inqairy.  How 
oomes  it  now  about  VkaX,  while  the  Bonth  is 
fm|Miv6riahad,  the  North  has  auddenly  beoMne 
so  richt  Why  is  it  that,  while  the  North  is 
dressed  In  rich  and  gay  attire,  the  oaat-off  rags 
will  now  do  for  the  Bontb  t  This  is  the  gr^ 
rotiject  of  inquiry ;  and  I  shall  proaeonte  it 
witik  patience,  aiid,  I  traet,  with  a  becoming 
temper. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Eentnoky  has 
told  yon  that  Virginia  was  more  benefited  by 
the  tariff  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 


Bit,  has  told  na  of  deeerted  farms  and  aban- 
doned houses,  of  faniiliea  which  have  gone  into 
decay,  and  of  jonnger  brothers  flying  to  the 
West.  Why  the  younger  brother  should  fly  to 
the  West,  and  not  the  elder,  sinoe  the  descent 
law  operates  equally  on  all,  J  cannot  tell — bnt 
let  that  pass.  If  oar  exports  are  so  very  large, 
and  BO  excellent  a  market  is  provided  in  the 
North,  then  oar  farms  oaglit  still  to  be  onlti- 
vated — prosperity  sbonld  still  be  oars,  and  our 
fkmilies  shoold  be  preserved  from  decay. 

Nor  can  these  reaalta  flow  from  the  abolition 
of  the  law  of  primogeniture.  [Mr.  O1.1.T  ex- 
plained. He  had  said  that  the  ancient  aeata  of 
the  great  families  of  Virginia  had  gone  into 
decay  from  the  abolition  of  the  law  of  primo- 
genitnre^  and  be  had  instanced  Bhirley,  Weet* 
over,  Ac.]  Mr.  T.  had  nnderatood  the  honor- 
able Senator,  and  the  remark  was  nndeniably 
true,  to  some  extent,  atthong^  not  so  in  refer- 
ence to  the  particnlar  estates  allnded  to.  I 
^>eak  of  the  effect  of  (he  abolition  of  the  law 
of  prim ogeni tare  upon  the  aggregate  maae  of 
prbdnction.  It  hsa  expelled  the  spirit  of  aris- 
tocracy from  among  na,  and  has  snbatitnted,  in 
place  of  it,  the  spirit  of  a  bold,  and  fearless, 
and  unbending  reDublicanism.  And  I  can  aay, 
with  perfect  trutn.  that  the  wide  world  doee 
not  contain  a  population  more  devoted  to  the 


e  greatly  increased,  by  the  operatii 
of  onr  descent  law,  would  Government  conse! 
to  unshackle  commerce.     Nothing  is  better 
oalonlated   to   increase    prodnction  than   the 


diviuoD  and  sabdivtalon  of  est«t«a :  lands  ■• 
thereby  brought  Into  onltivatMMi,  which  weitd 
otherwise  remain  nnreolaimed,  and  iDdaitry 
exerts  all  its  sinews  in  their  ooltivation  wd 

iprovement.    To  nme  cit  dteae  eanae^  Umo, 
u  onr  condition  asoribable. 

The  hmiorable  Senator,  in  hia  effort  tft  find 
ont  other  canses  of  depresdon,  hM  seen  pnipar 
to  remark  that  we  were  "  too  poor  to  Hve — too 
proud  to  work — too  hi^-minded  and  honor- 
able to  resort  to  ignoble  mriann  at  aoqaUtioii — 
brave,  daring,  ehivalroos."  That  we  aro  too 
poor  to  live,  as  did  those  wbo^  bnt  a  iliort  tima 
ago,  preoeded  na,  ii  moat  tni»— tmd,  sir,  It  is 
onr  misfortune  to  be  growing  po«»«r  and 
poorer :  the  eanae  of  this  I  shall  attempt  pres- 
ently to  esplua.  Bnt  that  we  are  Indotatt  or 
idle,  I  Dtterly  deny.  There  lives  not  •  mor« 
indnBtriona  popnlation  under  tite  bob,  taken  in 
nass.  LettfaehononUeSenatormiritUa 
native  State;  let  him  go  with  me  to  SUrtey 
and  to  Weetover,  the  eatatea  which  be  has  rep- 
resented as  dUapidated  and  tn  nrina,  nd  he 
wonid  promptly  abandon  Uie  vrnr  tno  wfaMi 


a  descendant  of  that  respectable  family,  who  is 
his  own  person  wonld  iUnstrate  the  oonvctness 
of  the  last  tonoh  to  the  portrait  drawn  bj  tfae 
honorable  Senator — brave,  daring,  chivahoii^— 
that  bravery,  that  daring,  that  efaivalry,  dis- 
played on  board  the  frigate  Constitution  during 
the  lata  war,  in  a  bloody  engagement  on  Uie 
ocean.  Not  too  prond  to  work,  aa  the  lif^y 
improved  condition  of  his  estate,  the  reelama 
IJon  ef  an  extensive  body  of  swamp  land  as 
rich  as  the  delta  of  the  Nile,  wonla  bespeak. 
Westover,  it  is  tme,  has  paesBd  out  of  the 
bands  of  the  ancient  ftmily  of  Uie  Birda,  for 
debts  contracted  before  the  revolntlon ;  bnt  the 
honorable  Boiator  would  find  in  its  present 
poBBBBBOr  no  idle  drone.  There,  too,  be  wonld 
iMhidd  the  effeota  of  an  nntiring  indnatr^ ;  and 
let  me  also  tell  him  that  he  woold  be  recared 
with  the  extended  hand  of  bospitalit7,  and 
welcomed  by  the  inmates  of  that  fenerable 
manrion  after  the  manner  of  the  tddok  time. 
These  estates  are  embraced  within  tha  limits  vS 
my  native  county,  vt  die  dUxens  of  wbidt  it 
^vea  me  both  pleasure  and  pride  to  q>eak. 

And  now,  llr.  Preeident,  let  me  vxpnm  u 
honest  opinion — it  may  )>6  a  mistaken,  bat  it  ia 
an  honest  opinion,  Five  esttt«s  upon  the 
Jamea  Kiver,  and  witbin  Uiat  eountf,  -which, 
for  the  information  of  the  hunorabla  Senator, 
I  will  name  Shirley,  Berkeley,  Weatovar,  Woy- 
anoke,  and  Sandy  Pcdnt,  wonld  aamdj  from 
their  sorplns  production  every  manuheturer  in 
Rhode  Island  with  food,  and  I  incline  atrongly 
to  think  that  yon  might  throw  Oonneetteut 
into  the  scale  along  with  Rhode  Idand.  Let 
me  be  nnderstood.  I  do  not  mean  that  they 
could  supply  76,000  barrels  of  floar  for  Rhode 
Island.  No,  air ;  thia  would  be  alk^ether  ex- 
travagant. '  And  if  the  htmorable  Smator*! 
atactics  be  correct,  (they  are  ftmiidted  him  hf 
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otben,)  thea  do  thew  maBn&etiiren  in  Rhode 
IiUnd  d«Tonr  toon  at  the  froita  of  the  earth, 
then  aver  did  ao  eqnol  nnbiber  of  man  in  maj 
portioa  at  the  globe.  [Hera  Ur.  Bobbisb 
begged  lesva  to  rat^n.  fie  oaid  that  the  flow 
ImpcKled  lata  Proridenoa  waa  not  daatiDod  ax- 
cladTelr  for  Bhode  Idand,  bat  foand  ita  wb; 


be  Mriandj  alarmed  for  our  good  friends  lo 
Bhoda  laland,  lert  th^  ebaold  faU  wtima  to 
plathom.  So  oaa  oomiug  from  that  Slate  bad 
i  me  wtth  the  belief  that  the  in- 
■edauok  Toraoloiu 


and  MTtainlj  the  two  booorabla  fianatori  bad 
not  prodoeed  with  me  noh  an  impreaatoiL' 
Tha  whole  popalaiiaa  of  the  Bute  ia  but  96,000 . 
wmIs,  man,  womea,  asd  tduldrea ;  aod  75,000 
burela  of  floor,  over  aad  above  their  own  pny- 
dootioD,  wwild  be  a  aopplj  altogether  too  ex- 
trannnt  lor  the  whole  popalatiOD,  not  to  limit 
it  to  the  rnvtataeturiDg  olaie  eioloMvelj. 

Tliat  we  mra  prood,  Hr.  I^eaidaot,  I  do  not 
■Ota  to  dear— -froua  of  our  native  land — 
preod  af  ow  illnatrioaa  ancestors — have  we 
not  eaaao  to  be  prood  oS  tlMir  fai{^  deeds  in 
•rou,  and  of  tholr  wiadom  in  the  cabinet— of 
their  devotioB  to  the  rights  of  man,  ia  the 
BiiintenanM  oC  which  they  wasted  their  onoe 
ample  eatatet,  aad  ooutiderad  Uiem  aa  nothing. 
And  if  thur  deeouidants  are  sometimea  fbnnd 
in  pennrj',  while  the  manrione  of  their  fotbers 
hive  panad  into  abanger  haoda,  who  among 
tliem  vonld  exchange  their  homUe  habitiktions 
for  the  q>Ieadid  abodea  of  the  ungenerous  and 
•elfish  t  Has  not  Virginia  now  cease  to  be 
proud  of  her  Mns  t  Look  there,  snd  tber& 
sod  there,  and  therti  and'there,  and  there,  and 
Ikoe,  (pointing  to  Messrs.  GamiDT,  Sius,  Fob- 
•rra,  BiiB,  Poun>mxTi»,  Bdoksbb,  and  Clat;) 
sod  althongh  some  few  of  them  are  foutd  the 
idToestei  of  a  policy  which  she  regards  oa 
ndDotu  and  destractiva,  she  nevertheleHs  feels 
iprids  in  the  intellectual  strength  which  thej 
DeTcr  ful  to  displa;.  fint  if  she  liad  no  other 
CUM  of  pride,  Ute  State  which  lud  given  birth 
la  1  yuhingtoo  and  a  Jefferson,  would  b«Te 
'oScieat  reason  to  exalt  and  rejoice.  Tlie  rest 
^  the  porteait  drawn  by  the  Benator  reqnirca 
M  comment — "  too  high-minded  to  obtain  th«r 
olveets  by  ignoble  meana."  Yes,  ht,  this,  I 
l^ut,  is  tnw;  and  if  the  hoa<H«ble  Benator 
W  laeoMded  in  proving  (in  which,  however, 
|M  will  be  fonnd  to  be  mistaken)  that  this  tariff 
'WMfited  Virginia,  if  it  did  so  at  the  expense 
of  naui  other  State,  she  wonld,  I  am  snre,  be 
^  bigh-nunded  to  sustain  it  for  an  honr. 

The  honorable  Senator,  tiien,  a  mistaken  at 
^1  tb«  true  cause  of  onr  distress  and  impover- 
iilmieiiL  I  have  looked  carefully  into  the  mat- 
^\  and  ny  inference  is,  that  it  resnlta,  to  a 
g|Ut  extoit,  fhmi  the  simple  fact  that  we  sell 
duap,  and  purchase  dear.  Other  oanses  may 
iionjoia  with  tbia,  bat  this  is  the  great  control- 
1"^  erase,  and  amply  snffioient  in  iteelf  to  ao- 
wut  for  the  conditiiMi  of  the  South. 


The  home  market  haa  t»een  represented  to  ns 
as  of  vast  importanoe,  more  especially  in  refer- 
enee  to  breads.'ufrs.  This  delusion  has  now 
been  kept  up  for  fifteen  years.  An  increase  of 
dotita  haa  never,  at  any  time,  been  proposed, 
hot  that  we  have  had  repreeentatione  made  of 
the  great  importanoe  of  the  bome  market,  pro- 
daeed  by  the  encouragement  of  domestic  manu- 
fkctnres.  And  yet,  sir,  no  man  has  ever  tmown 
produce  so  low  as  it  has  been  daring  the  last 
seven  years.  Tobacco  down  to  an  average 
prloe  of  from  three  dollara  and  fifty  cents  to 
fonr  dollars;  wheat  averaging  during  that  pe- 
riod, in  the  seaport  towns,  seventy-five  or 
eighty  cents ;  oom  from  ten  and  aix  pence  to 
two  dollars  per  barrel ;  rice,  cotton,  m  shorty 
every  prodaotinn  of  the  soil,  at  tne  lowest 
minlmnm  price  of  production.  And  if  it  was 
not  for  the  foreign  demand,  prices  wonld  be- 
oome  entirely  nominal — prodnoe  wonld  either 
rot  in  the  granaries  of  the  oonntry,  or,  what  is 
still  more  probable,  the  process  of  production 
wonld  oesse  altogether.  Who  does  not  see  the 
wide-spread  rain  which  would  desolate  the 
iMid?  From  an  extract  taken  from  a  mer- 
chant's books  in  Philadelphia,  elaimhig  and  re- 
ceiving onqnatified  oonfidence,  flour  and  wheat 
comnuuded  a  mnch  higher  Drioe  in  17T1,  '2,  'S, 
than  now  \  wheat  then  sola  for  one  dollar  the 
bnshel,  and  floor  for  seven  dollars  the  barrel ; 
and  yet  we  are  oontinnally  told  of  the  great 
in^rtance  of  the  home  market  created  by  the 
tanSl  The  com  planter  and  wheat  grower  un- 
derstand their  interests  in  this  reepeot  somewhat 
t>etter  than  they  are  sapposed  to  do,  and  so  do  the 
manolactnrers  of  floor.  They  look  abroad  for 
their  important  markets.  The  oom  trade  to 
Bonth  America  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent. 
The  millers  in  Richmond  find,  in  that  country, 
an  extensive,  and,  I  have  no  donbt,  a  profitable 
market  for  breadstafi's ;  and  shipments  are  ao- 
tively  carried  on  in  the  same  direction  from  all 
parte  of  the  United  Btatcs.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Hassachnsetts,  who  uta  befbre  me, 
(Ur.  SiLSBZE,)  a  few  years  ago,  inquired  of  me 
as  to  the  proepect  of  proonring  a  cargo  of  flour 
at  Richmond,  which  he  was  desiroos  of  ship- 
ping to  SouUi  America.  The  trade  to  Eng- 
land, notwithstanding  her  oom  laws,  is  exten- 
sively carried  on.  When  tha  ports  are  oc- 
cluded, tbe  floor  dipped  thither  b  placed  in 
bond,  and  ia  sent  to  the  difierent  markets  of 
Europe,  as  they  respectively  hold  out  tbe  pros- 
pect of  commercial  advantage.  Exchanges  are 
thos  beneficially  made  for  British  jabrica. 
Canada  also  opens  an  extenuve  market  iat 
American  wheat,  with  a  view  to  convert  it 
into  flour,  when  It  is  exported,  niider  all  the 
advantages  aoomiog  from  important  discrimi- 
nations  m  favor  of  the  colonies,  ^ade  by  the 
mother  country.  Nor  is  tlila  all ;  other  mar- 
kets are  presented  to  the  oom  grower,  of  oon- 
riderable  valne.  The  foreign  price  regulates 
the  domestic  price ;  and  the  fiuctnatinns  which 
take  plaoe  every  fUl  in  the  wheat  market  here, 
are  aseribable  to  hopea  excited  by  the  alighteat 
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circnmstMice  of  so  Increased  prioe  abroad.  If 
a  olond  is  over  the  faoe  of  the  ena  during  the 
harvest  time  in  KngUnd,  prices  advance ;  and 
if  occonDts  are  bronght  of  a  fall  of  rain,  the 
spirit  of  BpecnlatioD  immediately  becomes  more 
active,  aud  the  farmer  pocketa  the  benefit. 
Under  these  circomataoces,  the  addition  of  an 
important  market  at  home  would  not  fiul  to 
bring  about  an  increased  demand,  and  with 
that  a  greatly  augmented  price ;  but,  no  tw 
from  this  being  the  case,  produce,  T  repeat,  was 
never  lover  than  it  has  been  sinoe  this  Ameri- 
oao  system  has  been  eetabltahed.  That  the 
price  borne  by  the  varions  articles  created  by 
agricoltnral  indostry  is  at  the  lowest  possible 
grade,  no  one  can  reasonably  donbt.  The  first 
part  of  the  proportion  is  then  made  ont,  and 
the  citizens  of  the  Sonth  sell  at  the  cheqwet 
rate. 

Simplify  this  American  system,  and  what  is 
it  t  Take  for  illustration  four  indiridaale :  one 
aball  represent  the  Sonthem  producer,  the  sec- 
ond the  English  mumfaoturer,  and  the  remain- 
ing two,  Northern  manufacturera.  The  Sonth- 
em farmer  interchanges  the  valnable  produe- 
tions  of  the  soil,  at  their  minimnm  price  of 
production,  with  the  English  manufacturer,  for 
articles  necessary  for  his  consnm-rtion,  at  their 
ninimnm  price  of  fabrication.  The  exchange 
tbns  made  is  equally  beneficial  to  each,  and 
neither,  notwithstanding  the  great  fall  in  price 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  fmita  of  their 
industry,  experiences  decline.  The  first  obtains 
for  his  flour,  his  tobacco,  hia  cotton,  or  rice,  as 
great  a  quantity  of  the  articles  which  consti- 
tnte  the  mass  of  his  conanmption,  as  he  for- 
merly did  when  he  obtwned  much  higher 
prices ;  and  so  does  the  latter.  The  means  of 
living  as  abundantly  as  ever  exiat  with  both, 
and  both  are  eqaally  prosperone ;  bnt  the  two 
Korthem  oapitolista  audaenly  interpose,  and 
forbid  tbis  advantageous  course  of  exchange. 
Tbey  shackle  it  with  heavy  restraints^  impos- 
ing npon  the  farmer  the  necessity  either  of 
purchasing  of  them  at  a  greatly  augmented 
I>rice,  or  of  encountering  still  greater  exac- 
tiona  in  the  course  of  the  foreign  trade.  They 
are  enabled  to  legalize  their  purpose,  if  indeed 
injustice  can  ever  be  legalized,  by  the  majority 
— power  which  they  wield.  I  submit  it  to 
honorable  Senators  to  say,  if  I  have  not  drawn, 
by  this  example,  the  epitome  of  tbe  American 
system;  and  I  demand  of  all  candid  men  to 
say  whether  the  power  thos  eieried  is  not 
temsh,  despotic,  and  nnjnst.  Sir.  if  this  mat- 
ter was  bronght  to  any  particular  neighbor- 
hood, and  made  there  to  operate  upon  individ- 
uals, eloquence  and  invenuitT  combined  oonld 
not  gloss  it  over,  or  hide  its  deformity  from  the 
public  eye.  T^e  three  individuals  in  any  neigh- 
Dorbood,  and  let  the  article  involved  be  one  of 
acknowledged  necessity :  oneof  tbese  snpposed 
persons  is  a  purchaser  of  com  for  his  own  con- 
sumption, and  the  other  two  are  farmers,  one 
of  whom,  however,  by  reason  of  the  superior 
fertility  of  hia  land,  is  enabled  to  sell  bis  com 
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at  fifty  cents  the  boahel,  whereas  tbe  othar, 
cultivating  a  poorer  toil,  and  laboTing  nndcr 
other  disadvantages,  can  mly  afford  to  raise  it 
at  eighty  oentt.  14'aw,  who  woald  doubt  (or  a 
Mngle  instant  that  the  buyer  would  be  greatly 
benefited  by  porehasing  his  sopfdy  of  tbe  fint 
at  the  smdl  price,  rather  tluui  of  Oie  laatt 
But,  suppose  the  GoTemment  dared  to  inter- 
fere in  tbe  matter,  aud  exacted  of  the  pur- 
chaser thirty  cents  in  tbe  bnshel  on  the  com 
which  he  might  purchase  from  the  abondsot 
producer ;  and  should,  moreover,  assign  as  the 
reason  for  such  interference,  no  want  of  reve- 
nue on  the  part  of  the  Govemmeiit,  bat  a  de- 
termination so  to  elevate  the  price  of  com  as 
to  enable  the  second  faraier  to  eomnaand  eighty 
cents  per  bnshel  for  his ;  who,  within  tbe  wide- 
spread limits  of  tbia  Union — who.  baviog  any 
relish  for  freedom  on  the  faoe  of  the  habltabte 

Slobe — wonld  hesitate  to  pronoonea  aneh  oon- 
nct  arbitrary  and  despotie  I  If  an  imperial 
monarch,  armed  with  absolnte  power,  levied 
such  an  exaction,  wonld  be  not  be  justly  de- 
nounced by  mankind  as  a  tyrant?  Waa  tbe 
per  capita  tax  in  the  time  of  Richard  It^  or  cS 
ship  money  by  Oharles  I.,  more  evarive  of 
right  and  liberty  ?  And  yet  the  spirit  ot  EiK- 
lisb  freedom  was  roused  to  reeista  '  *  ' 
these  instanoea,  and  in  both  the  n 
made  to  tremble  on  bis  throne. 


HoirnAT,  Febrnary  18. 
Omtemtiai    (^mmem^ratton  of 

Mr.  Cut,  from  the  Joint  oommittett  ^ipdot- 
ed  on  the  subject,  made  tbe  following  lepcrt : 

The  Joint  eommlttee  of  tbe  Senate  ud  Hotiw  of 
RepreientadTra  appointed  to  make  tmnffntau 
for  thn  purpose  of  celebrating  the  ceutcBnbl  bittk 
day  of  George  WuhingtoD,  have,  accor^iif  la 
order,  had  the  subject  under  conajderation,  and  now 
beg  leave  t«  report  to  the  respecllTe  Botuet ; 

1 .  That  the  committee  bave  direcied  tbnr  elui^ 
man  to  propoaa,  at  a  proper  thne,  by  a  jniat  kso- 
latioD,  an  mdjODmineDt  of  lbs  two  Beasts  fron  tk* 
list  to  the  38d  of  tbt  oonent  mentli,  oM  of  re- 
spect to  tlie  memory  of  Ocorge  Wamhiogton,  ud  ill 
commeinontioD  of  the  one  hundredth  anniTcnsiy 
of  bis  birthday. 

a.  The  comnlltee  were  daA«q«  tbst  tbe  diy 
■houid  be  celebrated  by  an  otaiian  ttiiabl*  to  tb* 
occasion.  The  distinguished  ddten  who  pieddcs 
in  ihe  Supreme  Oonrt^  the  Dnited  States  sppeirtd 
to  tbe  committee  to  be  eminently  qualified  to  pro- 
nounce such  an  oraUon,  and  to  be  pecnliiriy  s^H- 
ed  to  tbe  service  from  his  knevo  fnendship  and  io- 
tinucy  with  Qeorge  Wubington.  Accordingly,  > 
letter  was  addressed,  by  the  direction  of  tbe  tvoh 
the  Cttief  Justice,  reqaeatiuK  liin  lo  b» 


From  this  correspondeace  (wbkb  anco- 

panies  the  report)  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Oad 
Justice,  for  reasons  aidgned  by  bio,  dediaed  tb* 
task. 

S.  The  committee  directed  their chiimaB  tore- 
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quart  tbe  chapUImof  tb«  two  Hoons  of  CongreM 
t0  paHbnn  diride  Mirice  in  the  o[dlol  oa  the  S3d 
in^ut  1  tlM  appUcfttioD  hu  been  nude ;  mnd  the 
ciaplum  hkTB  moconSn^j  eogdgEd  l4>  complT  with 

4,  lod  lutlf..  Tlie  committee  reaolTed  to  rec- 
ommend to  CongreM  to  idopt  tlie  ntctmnj  maM- 
DKl  10  cUTj  into  eSbct  thg  ruoluUoa  which  wu 
puacd  bj  Congren  on  the  S4th  daj  of  December, 
1719,  fin'  the  remoTkl  of  the  bodj  of  Oeorce 
WidiinEton,  ud  ![•  interment  in  the  M^tol  »t  the 
dtf  of  WeahlogtoD ;  end  Ihtt  the  oeremonj  be  per- 
Ibnned  on  (be  S2d  inatant.  In  pamuico  of  thia 
reeoinneildstioD  of  the  committee,  tbe  chslrmui 
vQI  ntpratiTftj  tubmit  to  the  two  Houaea  of  Con- 
ptm  m  reeoluUon  to  nrrj  It  into  effect. 
jlS  wUoh  ii  reapectftillj  reported. 

H.  CLAT, 
CtmirmtrntfOd  nnumiatt  ofihe  Stn^i. 
PHELEHON  THOXAS, 
Cttirmmi  y  ikt  nwiffn  e^  tie  Bam  ^  R^ 


WuHirniron,  Kknary  S,  1SS3. 
En:  Tbe  Senate  and  House  of  ReprasentaUvee 
«C  Uie  Doited  States  haying  appointed  a  joint  com- 
Euuee,  for  the  pnrpoie  of  nuking  amnsementa 
Ibr  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  birtbda^  of 
Oeor^  Waabington,  the  imderaigned,  chairmen  of 
the  conunltteea  of  the  two  Hooiee,  have  been  dl- 
Kcled  by  tbe  committees  to  reqoeet  that  you  will, 
on  ibe  i'lA  instant,  deliver  an  oration.  In  conunem- 
ontioa  of  tbe  great  event. 

The  condderations  wbic^  hare  prompted  tbe 
eaminitlees  to  direct  their  attention  to  jou,  At, 
thu  la  asdat  in  honoring  tbe  memory  of  the  father 
<S  lii  coontrj,  are  obnoni  and  pronHarij  appro- 
priue.  And  the  nndenigned  unite,  to  tbe  general 
nh,  u  exprMmoa  of  tbeiri,  tliat  It  maj  be  agree- 
able te  TOO  to  comply  with  the  reqneat  wblcb  they 
SOS  hare  the  honor  to  oonmunicate. 

We  bate  the  hcmor  to  be,  with  great  rcapect, 
Tour  obedient  aerranta, 
H.  CLAY, 
(Xarman  of  tU  atmnuUtm  of  Oa  Smalt. 

FHILEHO?!  THOMAS, 
■  ^  Oa  eemaulUi  ^  On  Awm  tf  Aep- 


Hm  Hot.  John  HaasHAU, 

Cii^AtUci  1^  Ikt  Utufd  fflotet. 

WasHDioTOH,  fabwrylO,  last. 

GnrLunr:  1  hare  recaiTed  your  letter  etpreaa- 
iag  your  wiih,  and  that  of  the  Joint  committee  of 
(he  Seoale  and  House  of  RepreaentatiTea,  that  I 
VDgld  on  the  Hi  inetant,  the  centennial  birthday 
of  Geer^  Wuhiiigtan,  detiTer  an  oraUon  In  com- 
menoraiian  of  that  great  erent. 

I  ein  not  attempt  to  de«cribs  tbe  impreaslona 
nude  on  me  by  this  flatterlngreqneat,  and  tbe  la- 
*orab1«  opinion  it  ImpHea.  ^he  addition  of  my 
riertiani,  feeble  aa  they  might  be,  to  those  of  Con- 

Cii^ia  honoring  the  memory  of  tbe  father  of 
country  "  —  of  the  msa  whom  languise  cannot 
tialt,  voold  be  aa  act  on  which  I  abould  long  re- 
Itct  irith  jnat  pride.  Could  I  undertake  to  deliTcr 
1  pnblie  addraas  on  any  nil^ect,  all  my  feelings 
■cold  impel  me  to  comply  with  a  request  which 
'm*  me  M  mocb  honor,  and  ia  ao  grateftil  to  my 
ifn.  But,  in  addition  to  the  pressure  of  offlclal 
diitiet,  wUch  oGcapy  me  entirely,  and  render  It  im- 


practicable for  me  to  devote  m  ^ach  time  to  the 
aul^eot  aa  its  intrinric  importance  and  great  iatei^ 
est  In  the  estimation  of  all  would  require,  J  am 
phydcalty  nnabla  to  perfbrm  the  taski  shonid  saanme. 
Uj  Toice  hss  become  so  weak  as  to  be  almost  tiiaa- 
dible,  eren  in  a  room  not  nuvtoaliy  large.  In  the 
open  air  it  eonid  not  be  heard  by  tbose  nestest  me : 
I  must,  therefore,  decline  the  honor  propoeed. 
H;  profound  aoknowledgmentt  are  due  to  yon, 

Kntlamen,  and  to  the  Joint  committee,  for  the  se- 
:tlon  you  hare  made  of  the  peraon  to  perform 
this  intereating  Mervioe,  and  I  pray  yon  to  leceive 
my  warm  and  sincera  tbanks  for  the  nattering,  may 
I  add,  friendly,  terms  In  which  that  selection  ti 
communicated. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  hsre  the  honor  to  be, 
gentlemen,  your  obedient  serrant, 

J.  MABSHALL. 
The  Hon.  HsmY  Clat,  and 
Tha  Hon.  Fhilzmok  Thokis. 

The  report  baring  beea  read,  Mr.  Out 
moved  that  it  be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  tbe 
Senate;  which  vaa  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Ol^t  then  said  that  it  would  be  perceived 
that  the  committee  tiad  directed  their  ohMrman 
to  submit  a  proposition  for  oorryiag  into  effect 
one  object  of  the  report;  in  pnnniwice  of 
vhioh,  ne  now  snbmitted  a  Joint  resolution  for 
that  purpose.  He  was  aware  that  it  oonld  sot, 
by  the  rules,  be  acted  upon  to-day  without  the 
nnanimoui  consent  of  the  Senate.  But  as  it 
was  one  that  it  was  important  to  be  carried 
into  effect  immediately,  he  hoped  there  woold 
be  no  objection  on  tbe  part  of  auy  who  might 
dissent  from  it  to  ootiog  upon  it  at  onoe,  as,  in 
case  it  should  paes,  there  wootd  be  no  time  to 
be  lost  in  making  the  requisite  preparations  for 
effecting  the  ot^eot;  and  even  if  the  decision  of 
the  Senate  should  be  adverse  to  it.  It  woald  be 
better  for  that  decision  to  be  made  without 
delay.    He  then  oSbred  t^e  following  resolu- 


Btm/vti  tg  As  SaaU  and  Bim—ef  S^rtK 
ofOieU-iltdSutMtfAmtriwmOimgnmm 
That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of 
tbe  HoDse  of  Bepreaentativea  be  hereby  antboriied 
to  make  application  to  John  A.Waabington.  of  Mount 
Temon,  for  the  body  of  (leorge  Washington,  to  be 
removed  and  deposited  in  the  capllot,  at  Waabington 
city.  In  conformity  with  tbe  resolution  of  Congreas 
of  the  24th  December,  1799  j  and  that,  if  they  ob- 
tain the  requisite  conaent  to  tbe  removal  thereof, 
they  be  further  autborized  to  canae  it  to  iw  remov- 
ed and  deposited  in  tbe  oaf^tol  on  tbe  tiSd  day  of 
February,  18SS. 

Rualetd,  That  the  Prealdent  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  tbe  Honae  of  Representatives  be  alao 
aathorised  to  preaciJbe  tbe  ordfr  of  such  oere- 
monles  as  they  may  deem  suitable  to  the  ocoaaioa 
of  the  interment  of  the  body  of  George  Waabing- 
ton, in  the  capitol,  on  the  day  above  mentioned, 
and  that  the  two  Uousea  of  Coogress  will  attend 
and  aanat  in  the  performance  of  Uiose  ceremonies. 

The  resolutions  were  read  tbe  first  time,  and, 
no  objection  being  made  thereto,  they  were 
read  a  second  time. 

Ht.  Gi^t  then   said   that  it  would  seem 
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proper,  and  the  B«i>at«  would  probably  eipeot, 
that  he  ahoold  aaj  a  few  woraa  in  rdatioD  to 
thia  Hnbjeot.  The  Bituation  in  which  he  foand 
bimself  placed  in  relation  to  this  rabject,  was 
not  one  of  hia  own  seeking,  and  was  one  which 
he  wu  not  desirous  to  occupy.  Tet  he  did  not 
feel  at  liberty,  when  he  foand  his  name  placed 
on  tlte  committee,  to  decline  the  service  assign- 
ed to  bim.  The  bet  would  be  recollected  by 
the  Senftte,  that  there  were  other  Senators  wbo 
had  l>een  placed  on  the  comnuttee  and  declined 
aerving,  amongst  them  an  honorable  geotleman 
from  Vii^nia,  who  had  been  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  committee.  Their  resignation  had  left 
him  (Ur.  C.)  in  his  present  position.  He  went 
on  to  say,  that,  as  for  back  as  the  year  1799, 
tliere  had  been  an  application  from  Congress, 
aade  to  the  most  deliberate  and  solemn  man- 
ner, to  the  widow  of  Qeneral  Washington,  re- 
questing permission  to  dispose  of  the  renuuns 
of  her  revered  bnsband  in  a  pablio  manner. 
6he  returned  on  answer  giving  consent  that 
they  shoald  be  disposed  of  as  Congreas  might 
thlnL  proper.  So  tne  subject  was  left,  and  boa 
so  remained  notil  this  day.'  UnBiiccessful  ef- 
forts, it  is  true,  bad  since  been  made,  chiefly,  if 
not  altogether,  in  the  other  House,  to  oarry 
into  effect  the  resolotion  of  179S ;  and  it  was 
his  opinion  that  the  unredeemed  pledge  of  Con- 
gress should  be  fulfilled;  and  no  tune  conld 
ever  occnr,  at  least  during  the  present  genera- 
tion, more  proper  than  the  present  to  redeem 
that  pledge.  The  committee,  said  Mr.  0.,  do 
DoL  and  cannot  doubt  that  tbe  family  of  Gen- 
eral Washington  at  Uount  Vernon  will  be  will- 
ing to  yield  their  consent  to  tbe  object  of  the 
resolution,  tie  would  beg  leave  to  state,  in 
addition,  that  those  who  were  iatmst«d  with 
the  erection  of  the  capitol  had  already  provided 
a  vault,  nnder  tbe  centre  of  the  rotnndo,  for 
this  express  purpose ;  not  by  aothority,  he  be- 
lieved,  bnt  npontbeir  own  sn^estion  and  sense 
of  propriety  ;  and,  if  there  was  no  objection 
in  this  or  the  other  House,  the  committee 
would  proceed  to  make,  so  fkr  as  devolved  on 
them,  the  arrangements  for  the  ceremony. 
These,  Mr.  G.  said,  were  all  the  remarks  that 
the  oocasioD  seemed  to  require  from  him,  and 
be  would  conclude  with  ezpresiiDg  the  hope 
that  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  resolation. 

Ur.  FoBSTTR  said  he  should  be  oompelled, 
by  a  sense  of  dnty,  and  sacred  respect  far  the 
memory  of  the  illnstrions  raan  who  was  the 
subject  of  the  resolution,  to  oppose  its  adop- 
tion. If  there  was  any  one  subject  in  the 
world  over  which  the  wishes  of  tbe  deceased 
should  regulate  the  actions  of  the  living,  it  was 
that  which  related  to  the  disposition  of  their 
own  remains.  Be  had  before  him  an  eipres- 
eioD  of  the  lost  wishes  of  General  Washington 
on  the  subject ;  and,  notwithston^ng  what  nad 
been  done  by  Congress,  those  wishes  were, 
with  him,  saored.  [Here  Mr.  F.  read  the  clause 
in  the  will  of  General  Waahington,  in  which  be 
gives  directions  respecting  the  place  and  man- 
ner of  hia  interment]    The  wiU  directed  that^ 


as  the  old  vault  was  out'of  repair,  a  new  em 
should  lie  built,  in  which  his  remains,  villi 
those  of  his  deoeased  relatives,  then  to  tbe  old 
vault,  should  be  deposited ;  and  gave  it  ai  hit 
eipreas  desire,  that  his  body  mi^t  he  interred 
without  pomp  or  parade  of  any  kind,  and  that 
no  foneru  oration  shonld  t>e  prononneed  over  it 
Mr.  Wbbstbr  said  if  be  made  the  same  inter- 
pretation of  the  clause  of  the  will  of  General 
WaahingtMn,  jnst  read  by  the  gentleman  from 


the  oondnsion  that  the  wishes  <d'  tiu>  illaMiiou 
deceased  were  adverse  to  the  proceedings  cod- 
templated  by  the  raaolutiott ;  but  he  did  not  u* 
that  any  such  inferenoe  conld  be  drawn  (nxn 
the  clause  quoted ;  it  was  bnt  a  oommon  c*m 
to  find  such  directions  in  the  wills  of  diitin- 
gnlsbed  persons  for  the  diapoeitions  of  their  re- 
mains. If  tbe  will  cont^ned  a  proviisoB  thst 
the  remains  should  oontinae  in  the  vnlt  st 
Mount  Vernon,  the  case  would  be  altered ;  bat, 
as  the  clause  quoted  only  cxpreased  tbe  iain 
that  the  funeral  should  be  without  ponip  tt 
parade,  he  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  view  the  subjtct 
in  the  light  presented  by  the  gentleman  froiB 
Georgia.     On  the  generd  qnestion,  aa4o  lbs 

Qnoty  of  a  removal  of  toe  body,  every  om 
Mme  opinion,  not  likely  to  be  distorbed  ij 
that  of  others.  Since,  however,  said  Mr.  W., 
the  sabiect  has  been  brought  before  os,  sod  we 
are  called  upon  to  decide  npon  earrjing  ioia 
effect  the  rosolnCion  of  1799,  it  seemed  to  bini 
that  this  was  the  most  proper  time  to  redeem 
the  pledge  then  ^ven.  It  is  a  century  datt 
the  birth  of  General  Washington,  and  we  tliiO 
have  no  opportunity  so  ^>propriate  as  theprts- 
ent,  of  giving  a  degree  oi  impo^g  solemnilr 
to  the  proceedings.  There  was  something  il« 
appropriate  in  utis  cose,  in  execnting  tbe  de- 
signs of  the  old  Congress  in  the  mode  propose^ 
witliont  form  or  parade,  and  in  accordance  irith 
the  wishes  of  the  decesieed,  which  met  with  bi^ 
hearty  oonourrence.  The  religions  Mrrioei 
also  proposed,  appeared  peenliarly  suited  to  the 
solemnity  of  the  occasion. 

The  qnestjon  being  put,  the  reeolntion  ■•> 
adopted  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas.— Henr*.  BeU,  Bibb,  Clay,  aajten,  Ifck- 
..■on,  Dndler,  Evlng,  Foot,  FntU^njMC.  Bti- 
dricks,  Bolmea,  JohnitoD,  Kaae,  Kaigbt,  Vooe, 
NMd»ln,  Poindeiter,  Spngue,  Tipton,  Tsmliiina, 
Waggwnan,  Webster,  WUIiine— !». 

Nats.— Uenrs.  Bockner,  Dallas,  Fonjtb,  Oraa- 
dy,  Hayne,  HIU,  King,  Mangam,  lUrer.  Xi""' 
Smitb,  Taiewell,  Traup,  Tyler,  Whlta—It- 


Tuuoar,  February  14. 

ITaaUisf  (oti's  Smmaim. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  Ihe  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  oonsideratJon  of  tbe  following  joaA 
resolutions  fhim  the  House : 


tka,  ThatthePieddciitoftheSeDatssad^iMtw 
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of  the  Sonte  at  ReprewaUdTra  be  bcrebj  ftolhor- 
tied  Ed  nuke  appUcBtlon  Co  John  A.  Wuhinglon  of. 
HonDt  TeTDon,  and  to  Oeorge  W.  F.  CuiUi,  grand- 
KM  of  Un.  Wubiogton,  for  the  remuiu  or  Harthk 
WuUnfton  to  be  remoTed  Uld  depodt«d  in  the 
(•{■lol  It  WubingtoQ  citj,  ml  the  nme  time  nith 
those  of  ber  Imie  eoiuort,  Oeorgu  Wuhingtoo, 
isd,  if  leaTe  be  obtained,  to  t>ke  meuurca  accord- 

Rmeltet  bf  tht  SeitaU  a»d  H<nm  of  Rtpntn^^ 
(hh,  Thai  tha  Praident  of  the  Uailed  SuUee,  the 
Jodgta  of  the  SnpRme  Court,  Chariea  CarraU,  of 
GunJUon,  JaniM  Kadlaon,  the  Serretariea  of  State, 
of  the  Treasarj,  of  War,  and  of  the  Hat?,  the  PoU- 
mut«r  Oencral,  the  AltorneT  Qenera],  and  the  rel- 
Uirei  of  the  Ciinitj  of  George  Waahington,  be  in- 
Tiled  to  attend  at  the  ceremtmiea  to  be  perforiDed 
on  the  23d  of  Febraarj  jnataDt,  in  hoDor  of  the 
ntmory  of  Oeorge  WaaiiinKton  ;  and  that  the  Prea- 
idoit  tM  i«quened  to  supertnteod  the  depodt  of  the 
reauun*  of  ^e  daeeaaed  in  the  place  which  hai  bseti 
Kkcted  for  that  porpoae. 

hi  to  tlie  Jolot  reaolntion,  Mr.  Clat  uid 
then  oonld  tie  no  obJaotJOD,  huImi  it  wu  to 
tlw  teoond  DUna  iiiMTted  to  it  He  did  not 
tUak  th«  s^pUesti<Hi  ahonld  be  made  to  anj 
hot  the  resi^nt  proprietor  of  Mount  Vernon, 
«ha  was  the  repi^MntatiTe  of  the  fuoiJj.  Mr. 
Cmlii  was  only  conneoted  irith  the  familr  bf 
mnriagA;  xad  if  the  applicatioo  wu  loaoe  Ut 
Utn,  it  thonld,  for  the  atune  reason,  be  made  to 
cthen  of  the  ume  branch  of  the  familj.  He 
noTod  to  strike  out  Um  name  of  0«orge  V.  F. 
Ciutis. 

Mr.  JSaaxrcK  renutrked  that  the  olyect  of  the 
leaolntioa  waa  to  obtain  the  aaaent  of  the  fam- 
ily to  the  proposed  removal,  and  that  Mr.  Cos- 
ta WM  the  oolr  living  tnale  desoendant  of  Mrs. 
'    Uirtha  Washington. 

Ur.  Olli  vtuidrew  hia  motion ;  and,  after 
aoffie  reniaib  from  Mr.  Tuiwxu.  against,  and 
bj  Mr.  Olat,  in  fitvor  of  tha  reaolntion,  it  wa« 
Igreedto. 

The  aeoond  reaolalion,  inviting  Mr.  Msdiaon 
*nd  others  to  be  preaent  at  the-  oommentwa- 
tiotL  was  taken  op. 

mi,  PomaxTKB,  intending,  be  Hald,  to  vote 
lEiinst  the  reaolutioD,  called  for  the  jeas  and 
uj»  on  the  qneetion  of  agreeing  to  the  resolo- 
tion.  He  iTonld  not  olgeat  to  die  distribution 
of  inritataona  \>j  tiie  eommittee,  hot  it  wot  a 
Dorel  and  extraordinarr  metsore  to  iHsos 
cuds  of  invitation  by  a  Joint  resolution  of  Oon- 

Ur.  Olat  iras  of  the  same  opini<»i  expressed 
t?  the  Benator  from  Mississippi ;  but,  as  the 
Kidatioii  was  before  ns,  he  noped  be  would 
withdraw  his  objeotions  to  it. 

llr.  BtBB  offered  an  amendment,  which  he 
ngretled  was  not  offered  \tj  some  other  per- 
■oD,  ss  it  was  his  intention  to  vote  ogMnst  the 
Ksoln^oD.  There  was  another  ex-Preaident 
Usides  the  one  named  in  the  resolntioo, 
vhom  it  was  proper  that  the  mvitation  should 
be  extended ;  and  he  moved  to  insert  the  name 
if  J.  Q.  Adams. 

l(r.  FoamxxTXB  moved  that  the  reeolnticn 


Wkdxxstiat,  FebroaTj  15. 
WatkinglmCt  Btmaint. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the  Joint  resolu- 
tion frvm  the  HoDse,  yegterdar  laid  on  the 
table,  inviting  certun  distingnisned  persona  to 
BtteiKl  tlie  celebration  of  the  Sfid  of  February 
next,  was  taken  up,  and  read  ss  folIowB : 

Rtteltti  by  tht  Smalt  and  Hoiut  of  Reprtunta- 
liwu.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasorj,  of  War,  and 
of  the  Navj,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  the  At- 
tomer  Oeneral,  be  loTiled  to  attend  at  the  ceremo- 
niea  to  be  peiforacd  on  the  iid  at  Febraarj  in- 
stant, in  honor  of  the  memorj  of  George  Washing- 
ton ;  and  that  the  President  bo  requested  to  super- 
inteod  the  deposit  of  the  remains  of  the  deceased 
in  the  place  wtiicb  has  been  selected  for  that  por- 
poae. 

Mr.  FoUTTH  uid  Huit  the  oti|e(!tiou  to  th« 
resolations  made  yesterday,  was,  that  it  was 
improper  for  Congress  to  give  invitations  -  he 
thought  diflbreatly ;  bat  as  he  did  not  wish  to 
revive  the  qneatiMi,  he  wonld  enlmiit  the  fol- 
lowing euhstitote ; 

JUtolttd,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  Superintend  the  deposit  of  the  re- 
mainsof  George  Washlogtoa,  in  the  place  which  hss 
been  selected  for  that  purpose,  on  the  2lA  Pebru- 
arj  instant. 

Mr.  JoHzraroH  moved  to  strike  out  all  tha 
names  exoept  those  at  Madison  and  CarrolL 
He  thought  the  family  of  Washington  should  - 
be  invited  by  the  committee.  Tba  connection 
of  the  names  of  Madison  and  Carroll  with  the 
history  of  the  country,  distinguished  them  Arom 
all  others,  and  he  thought  they  should  be  spe- 
cially invited  to  attend  by  a  resolation  of  Con- 
gress. He  understood  yesterday  that  the  Senate 
otfjeoted  to  invitstious  by  resolation ;  the  ob- 
ject of  hit  motion  was  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Senate  was  willing  to  retain  the  invitation  to 
Mr.  OaiToll  and  Mr.  Madison. 

Mr.  BJHO  had  nnderstood  that  the  committee 
were  authorized  to  invite  the  attendance  of 
those  gentlemen  and  many  others. 

Mr.  JoBHSTON'  wished  to  include  in  the  invi- 


ldaina.m 


ha  had  bnderstood  that  that  gentlen 
pressed  upon  the  game  proposition,  when  made 
m  the  other  Honse,  an  imwillingness  to  acoept 
any  mark  of  distinotioa  from  other  members  of 
the  same  body  to  which  he  belonged. 

Mr.  FoiKDimB  said,  if  invitations  were  to 
be  given  at  all,  he  woold  be  perfectly  willing 
to  retain  the  names  mentioned,  but  he  oljectea 
to  the  form  and  principle  of  the  invitation.  It 
should  be  extended,  if  given  at  all,  to  the  ven- 
erable Snmter,  and  to  the  biographer  and  friend 
of  WashingtMi,  the  Chief  Jnstice. 

Mr.  Jouisios  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 
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the  qQestion  raraured  on  Ur.  Fobsits'b  mo- 
Mr.  Ou.T  remarked  that  die  preaiding  offloera 
of  the  two  Hoasea  were  inveated  with  tbe 
power  to  make  all  the  arrangement  proper  for 
the  oocaaion.  Tbe  plan  origmalad  in  OoDgreaa. 
It  waa  the  work  of  Oongreaa  from  the  adoption 
of  the  reaohilion,  in  1TO0,  to  the  reeolntion 
now  adopted  for  carrTiDg  it  into  effect  It  had 
been  thonght  proper,  therefore,  to  leave  the 
ArraDgements  with  the  presiding  offlcera  of  the 
two  Houaea,  as  the  manner  meet  reapectfnl  to 
the  family  and  the  memorf  of  the  deoeaaed. 
The  joint  reaolation  reported  from  the  joint 
committee  had  vested  the  Bapeiintendence  of 
the  removal  with  the  pre^ding  offioera  of  Con- 
grew. 

Mr.  FoBaiTH  thonght  that  tbe  proposed 
amendment  carried  ont  the  oririnal  intention 
of  Oongreaa,  which  Baaigoa  the  datj  of  the  re- 
move to  the  Chief  Ifagistr&te.  He  did  not 
think  that  there  wonld  he  an;  inoonemitj  be- 
tween this  amendment  and  the  res«ntion  aa- 
signing  the  arrangements  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse. 

Ur.  Kmo  aaid  there  waa  no  incompatibilltj 
hetween  the  proposition  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
Qeorgia  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

The  amendment  waa  then  Bdopt«d,  and  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

7^  Tarif—Sedvetion  q^DuUer 
The  Senate  resumed  tbe  resolntlon  of  Ur. 
Olat  relative  to  the  tariff. 

Mr,  Grokdt  BtiA :  Mr,  President,  according 
to  the  last  ananal  report  from  the  Treasnr; 
Department,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
now  pay  in  taxes  on  imported  articles  twentj- 
rix  million  five  hnndred  thonaand  doUara.  This 
is  tbe  snm  which  will  be  paid  into  the  TreavnrT- 
fbr  the  present  year,  from  that  sonroe  of  rev- 
enue. From  other  soorcev,  that  Is,  the  sale  of 
pablio  lands,  bank  dividends,  and  incidental 
receipts,  fonr  million  one  hnndred  tiionaand 
dollars,  amonnting,  in  tbe  whole,  to  thirty  mil- 
lion one  hundred  thonaand  dollars.  I  tmow  of 
no  reason,  I  have  heard  none  aaaigned,  which 
wonld  antbome  an  opinion  that  there  will  be  a 
diminution  of  revenoe,  provided  the  duties  re- 
mun  at  the  preaent  rates.  I  admit  that,  upon 
the  item  of  inddental  receipts,  no  great  reliance 
in  making  an  estimate  for  tbe  future  onght  to 
be  placed.  Therefore,  strike  off  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  from  this  item,  and  bnly  re- 
tain ten  thonaand  dollars,  which  will,  no  doubt, 
be  collectable  from  old  debts  for  many  yean  to 
oome.  You  will  then  have  a  revenue  of  up- 
warda  of  thirty  millions.  The  estimated  eipendi- 
tnre  of  the  Government  (exclusive  of  tbe  public 
debt)  ia  thirteen  million  uiree  bundredand  sixty- 
five  thousand  two  hundred  and  two  doUan. 
Deduct  from  this  anm  three  milliona  of  revenue 
from  the  public  lands,  fonr  hnndred  and  ninety- 
six  thousand  dollars,  tbe  dividends  of  the  bank 
stock,  and  tbe  ten  thousaud  dollars  for  Indden- 
tal  receipts,  and  you  need  only  the  sum  of  nine 


million  eight  hnndred  and  NXty-Sve  tlietuand 
two  hnndired  dollars,  to  meet  tbe  exigcndes  of 
the  Government.  This  b  the  anm  Govtramcnl 
needs ;  nor  is  one  dollar  more  neoeaeary  fiv  ita 
support.  There  would,  then,  remain  atxteea 
mHlion  six  hundred  and  tUrty-foor  tbonuitd 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-e^t  doUan,  orcr 
and  above  all  the  demanda  of  the  OoTernmeDL 
Another  thing  is  oertouij  that,  nptm  a  tedvctian 
of  dnties,  the  impfme  will  be  Ineraaaed ;  and  in 
this  way  a  lar^  aom  wtU  be  prodm^  than 
any  estimate  founded  npon  the  prwent  ameoot 
of  importations. 

JCr.  Pre^dent,  let  oa  now  preaetit  the  qoea- 
tion  fairly.  Shall  the  pea[de  of  tbe  United 
Statea  be  taxed  upwarda  of  rizteen  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars  annually  opou  Imported  atll- 
clee,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  enaMlng  the  domestk 
mannfactorera  to  tax  them  in  the  same  degree 
upon  all  the  articles  mann&etnred  and  acMbj 
them  t  This  la  the  very  object  the  maan&e- 
tnrers  have  in  view,  in  presnng  this  snMcct  on 
Oongress.  Their  language  to  ns  is  plainqr  thia: 
we  want  to  make  your  ooaatitBent*,  one  and 
all,  pay  us  a  higher  price  for  all  the  artidts  we 
manufacture;  this  we  cannot  do,  ao  loaf  la 
they  are  permitted  to  bny  the  same  Um  of 
articles  made  in  foreign  connfariea;  tberdbrt^ 
we  insist  that  yon,  by  taxation  on  forei^  arti- 
cles, shall  »o  increase  the  price,  that  your  een- 
Btltnenta  will  be  constrained  to  bny  of  us  at 
prices  which  will  enrich  us.  Disguise  this 
matter  as  they  may,  thia  is  tiie  true  cause  of  aB 
that  anxiety  and  solicitude  which  they  have 
manifested  from  tbe  commencement  of  this 
system.  For  myself  I  am  unwilling  to  indolge 
them  at  the  expense  of  those  wbc»e  iutocats 
are  in  part  confided  to  my  care.  I  will  here  ' 
remark  that  if  tiie  dnty  on  protected  importad 
articles  shall  amount  to  twenty  miDions  of  Act- 
lars,  and  the  imported  article  ahall  conilitule 
one-half  of  the  amount  consumed  in  the  Dnited 
Statea,  and  tbe  other  half  shall  be  supplied  fma 
the  domestic'  manufactories,  the  peiqJa  of  tbe 
United  States  will  be  taxed  to  tbe  amonnlof 
forty  millions:  of  which,  the  one-half  sriiing 
from  the  dnty  on  foreign  imported  artides  goes 
Into  the  Treaniry,  and  ia  of  some  pnbtio  bn- 
efit ;  the  other  half  goes  into  the  haada  d  iha 
domestic  maaufiuttnrers,  and  is  of  no  (tartha 
advantage,  than  as  It  Inereaees  the  wealth  ^a 


proposes  to  abolish  the  duties  entirely  a 
articles  of  a  kind  not  manufactured  Id  tbe 
United  States,  except  silks  and  wioea ;  and  U 
reduce  them  on  these  articles.  So  long  aa 
duties  are  p^d  on  Imported  articlee,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  revenue,  I  cannot  nmaeut  to 
this  propontion.  The  true  principle  of  lau- 
tion  IS  to  impose  it  on  those  who  are  beat  aUe 
to  bear  it.  The  resolution  on  your  table  pro- 
poses a  total  abandonment  of  tbia  priuopie. 
The  artiolea  to  be  released  from  taxation  are 
luxuries  used  almost  exclusively  by  the  rich, 
while  the  bnrdena  are  left  with  all  thur  weigbt 
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upon  lb«  poorer  portion  of  the  oommDnitf. 
Tliis  voohl  be  no  •lleTiation  of  the  evils  com' 
pUined  of;  and  I  will  not  nnite  in  holdiag  ont 
to  the  poor  man  the  delndve  hope  that  he  is  to 
b*  able  to  olotbe  bis  ftmilj  in  aitka,  uid  regale 
himMlfon  wine  every  day;  while  all  die  uti- 
clea  of  di«M  he  parohaaea,  hia  aalt,  his  sogar, 
hb  )Jot^  his  axe,  and  hu  hoe,  and  all  other 
nUuils  with  which  he  earns  his  daily  bread, 
m  to  taxed  aa  to  reader  him  nnsble  to  ruse 
bit  fiumly.  Mo,  rir,  eive  him  hie  neoessaries  of 
lift  untaxed,  or  taxed  lightJy ;  let  hia  labor  have 
it>  M  reward,  and  he  will  then  iooreose  in  his 
meani^  and  in  time  be  able  to  indulge  in  Inz- 
mte  if  he  aliall  pleaae  to  do  ao. 

The  oliject  of  the  oapitalisla,  engaged  in  maa- 
nbetnres,  in  eonaenting  to  take  off  the  datiei  on 
Btkles  they  do  not  maHe  in  their  establiBiuneata, 
MBDOt  l»e  mistaken.  It  ia  to  ooneentrate  the 
■hole  taxation  of  the  conntry  apon  those  foreign 
utielea  which  oome  in  competition  with  theirs. 
He  operation  of  anoh  a  ayatem  will  be  donbly 
in  IiTor  of  the  rich  capitalists.  It  will  enable 
tbem  to  obtun  all  foreign  iaxnries  free  of  taxa- 
tioa,  and  at  Hie  aame  time  to  tax  tlie  poor  as 
*eU  a*  every  other  class  of  citizena,  tnrough 
Ibe  aeaewariw  of  life  consamed  by  them,  for 
the  ingmentation  of  their  profits.  These  men 
Ira  a  privileged  order  in  onr  country.  They 
tuva  tbrmed,  and  aeek  to  perpetuate,  a  kind 
<rf  psrtoership  with  the  QoTomment  in  taxing 
Uw  people;  and  the  present  atragEle  is  to 
tboltth,  or  mooh  rednoe,  every  tax  m  which 
tlwr  liiafo  not  some  share  of  the  prooeeils. 
They  oootpire  to  raise  the  price  of  all  neoes- 
Miics  of  lifia,  giving  part  of  the  increase  to  the 
Govenuncnt,  and  baking  part  to  themselves. 

Let  OS  DOW  see,  Mr.  President,  what  effects 

fclMeo  prodnoad  by  this  system  of  taxation 
the  other  great  interests  of  the  country. 
In  181T,  when  it  commenced,  the  tonnage  of 
the  Unitad  Btatea  engaged  in  f<H«ign  oommeroe 
TO  S09,TM  tons.  In  1629,  it  was  6S0,I43 
Um,  a  decrease  of  lS9,fie3  tons.  In  1817, 
thoe  were  fil9,186  tons  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade.  In  1829,  there  were  610,SH  tons, 
te  which  shonld  be  added  something  for  the 
improvedmaanerof oonstmctingvessels.  From 
this,  it  lutpears,  that,  taking  the  whole  tonnage 
itf  the  Dnited  States  that  b  engaged  in  foreiga 
commerce,  and  also  that  engaged  in  the  coaat- 
ing  trade,  the  navigation  of  the  conntry  has 
decreased  nnder  the  inflnence  of  this  system, 
vhich  gentlemen  say  has  imparted  its  benefits 
to  every  otiier  interest  of  the  conntry.  What 
inflaeoce  has  Ij,  prodaoed  upon  commerce? 
Prior  to  the  embsr^  of  1807,  with  a  popnla- 
tioD  [rf'only  aix  millions  of  inhabitanta,  onr  ex- 
ports amounted  to  alKiat  eighty-four  million 
fire  hondred  and  sixty-four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  dollars.  In  1617,  it  amount- 
fA  to  eighty-seven  milltMi  six  hnndred  and 
fiftf  .one  thousand  fire  hnndred  and  sixty-nine 
dcdian.  In  16S0,  it  amonnted  only  to  the  sum 
"(  seventy-three  millioo'  eight  hundred  and 
forty  thDuaand  five  hoadred  and  eight  dollars. 


In  the  intermediate  years,  it  will  be  seen  hy 
the  annusl  reports  fi'om  the  Treaanry,  there 
has  been  an  almost  regular  dinunution  of  the 
exports  and  imports  of  the  ooantry.  In  an- 
swer to  the  argument  that  the  demand  for  onr 
products  cannot  be  enlarged,  I  answer,  that  if 
we  Dae  mora  of  their  articles,  other  nations  can 
and  will  consume  more  of  oura,  and  this  will  be 
beneficial  to  both  parties,  because  each  will 
receive  in  eiohan^  a  greater  value  titan  at 
present  They  will  receive  our  agrionltural 
prodncta  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  now 
purchase  or  can  produce  the  same  articles,  and 
we  ahalt  receive  their  manufactnres  at  a  lower 
price  than  we  now  pay  for  them.  From  the 
foregoing  statement  of  our  navigation  and  com- 
merce, it  appears  these  great  pillars  of  onr  pros- 
perity have  not  been  strengthened,  bnt  weak- 
ened, by  this  system  of  restrictions ;  and  when 
it  is  rememl>OTed  tiiat  our  naval  power  and 
glory,  and  our  ability  to  defend  oar  shores 
against  invasion,  are  intimately  connected  with 
the  navigaUon  of  the  country,  we  ought  not 
rashly  to  promote  measures  calculated  to  de- 
stroy iL  The  agriculture  of  the  conntry  is 
closely  connected  with  its  commerce ;  and  that 
which  is  calculated  to  depress  the  one,  has  an 
iqjurions  influence  upon  tne  other. 

Are  the  existing  tariff  laws  constitutional  t 
It  is  my  opinion  tiiat  they  are.  I  advance  it 
with  some  diffidence,  becanse  I  know  there  are 
many  learned  men,  both  in  and  out  of  this  Sen- 
ate, whose  views  npon  this  subject  are  indirect 
opposition  to  mine,  I  can  discover  bnt  little 
practical  good  that  can  arise  fVom  a  discussion 
of  this  subject ;  bnt  as  it  has  t>een  introdaoed, 
and  my  mind  is  satisfied  upon  it,  I  can  have  no 
objection  to  declaring  the  opinions  I  entertain, 
I  shall  deliver  no  philological  dissertations 
npon  the  subject,  as  the  Senator  from  Ualne 
has  done ;  but  attempt  to  show  to  the  Senate 
that  this  power  exists,  not  only  by  virtne  of 
the  constitution,  bnt  from  necesrity.  The 
power  to  reeulate  commerce  and  impose  dntjes 
on  imported  foreign  articles,  is  given  to  th« 
Federal  Government  expressly  by  the  oonstitn- 
tioD ;  and  it  baa  at  all  times  been  considered  as 
an  attribute  of  sovereignty  possessed  by  every 
Sta(«  or  nation.  All  nations  have  eieroised 
it ;  and  had  this  confederacy  never  been  formed, 
each  Stale,  as  a  sovereign,  independent  Oovern- 
mont,  would  have  been  ai  liberty  to  exercise  it 
without  any  restrfunt,  and  for  any  purpose  it 
might  judge  proper.  The  States  discovered 
that  this  was  one  of  the  powers  which  they 
could  not  ezerdse  separately  to  advantaRC ; 
and  Hiis  was  one  of  the  strongest  reasons  which 
operated  to  produce  the  Federal  Government. 
It  was  foreseen  that,  if  each  State  retained  this 
power,  it  would  be  exercised  varionsly,  and 
constant  jealoosies  and  collisions  would  arise 
among  them ;  'and  foreign  nations,  avuling 
themselves  of  this  state  of  things,  would  sac- 
coed  in  destroying  their  independence.  It  was 
then  agreed  in  convention  tnat  this  power  of 
regulatmg    commerce    and    imposing  dnUes, 
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whsterer  it  might  be,  should  be  nirreiid«i«d 
b7  the  States  to  the  Oe&eral  QovemDMiit. 
This  HQirender  or  trBDrfer  w«s  made  wHbOBt 
rMtriction  or  limitatioD.  It  certainl;  was  not 
desigaed  bj  the  fi'uuerB  of  the  couititatioii  that 
the  State  Goveramenta  and  the  Federal  Got- 
emment  together  ehoold  posseis  leM  power 
upon  thb  aalfjeot  thsD  the  BtMes  then  poe- 
Mssed,  and  would  have  oontioned  to  poweM, 
had  each  State  remained  separate  and  <!iHtiiict. 
Unless,  then,  it  can  be  shown  that,  in  the  trans- 
fer of  thia  power,  (which  at  one  period  nn- 
ritionabl;  belonged  to  tJie  Btatefi,)  some 
ination  was  prodnced,  it  is  a  &ir  ooada- 
Bton  to  aay  that  it  properly  belongs  Ut  this 
Oovemment,  for  all  the  purposes  ud  ol>|eots 
for  which  naUons  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
ming  it  It  mast  be  admitted  that  no  portiim 
of  tEis  power  remuns  with  the  several  States, 
because  they  are  expresst;  prohibited  from  ina- 
posiiig  duties.  What,  then,  has  become  of  it, 
if  It  does  not  apperttin  to  the  Oeneral  Oovem- 
meutl 

TcuBBD&T,  Febroarr  16. 

The  YioB  Fbbsidsst  I^d  before  the  Benate 
the  following  correspondence : 

WiSHlNOTOir,  February  U,  IB89. 

Sn:  The  Seiute  and  Houe  of  Rppr«aeDtatii 
ban  pused  a  j<dnt  rewlution  lo  oel^nta  the  c«  . 
tennial  blrtbdajof  Geoira  Watbingtooi,  autborii- 
Ing  Ihe  Preudent  of  the  Senate  and  the  f  ' 
the  Houie  of  Kepresentativai  to  nuke  a. . 
to  •jaa  for  hit  remuna,  to  be  rcnoTed  and  de- 
podted  In  tbe  capitol,  at  WubingtoD,  in  coaformi 
tr  with  the  TcaolutloD  of  CongrcM,  of  the  S4th  of 
December,  1790. 

The;  baTe  passed  anotber  Joint  resolution,  an- 
thoiiDDip*  to  make  npi^calion  to  too,  and  to  Mr. 
Oeorge  WaaluDgtoQ  Park  Cuatii,  for  Ihe  remains 
of  Martha  Washington  to  be  remoTed  and  depoeitBd 
at  tbe  lame  time  with  thoie  of  her  late  comort, 
George  WuhlDgton. 

We  hereirlth  eneloia  coi^M  of  tbese  resotations ; 
and,  in  the  discharge  of  the  dntj  Imposed  on  ns, 
baTe  to  request  that  jm  weald  Kite  u  earlr  an 
answer  to  ^is  application,  u  ma;  be  praetio^He, 

We  hsTs  the  honor  to  be.'wiih  great  reqwo^ 
7onF  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUN, 

PruitkM  of  Ot  StntOt  Mi  Viet  FrttidaU 

of  lit  Utiiitd  BIoUm. 
ANDHEWSTEVENSON, 
Bptakar  ef  tkt  Emm  of  Btprambaiim. 

Hr.  J.  A.  WaannroTOK, 

MomU  Vtmon. 

lloniTT  Y»HOir,  FUmsry  IS,  18SI. 
3h  Ik*  SamrrabU  tie  PrmJent  of  Itu  StnaU  md 


1  have  reoeiTSd,  with  pmCwind  aenaibaitj,  lbs 
•X|neiBiOB  of  the  dtsre  lu  Coogreaa,  rrpi  radiiliii 
llu  whole  lutloD,  lo  haie  tbe  ousiod;  aod  ea»  u 
tberemainsof  m;  reTeredMlatiTes;  andtbcKni^ 
gle  which  it  ha*  produced  lo  nj  tnlnd  between  i 
of  duly  lo  the  highest  anthoritiee  of  mj  eo 


ipcct  lo  tbe  dlapoallioo  of  his  temalna,  has  beeore- 
eentlj'  carried  Into  fliH  efl^  and  that  Ibe;  bo* 
repose  tn  perfect  tranqnnBl;,  ■aniMiided  by  lb«* 
of  other  endeared  Membera  of  tba  fkmily,  1  bops 
Congress  wiH  do  Juadoe  to  the  HKrtiTaa  whld  Mtm 
--  ma  reqolre  that  I  sheold  not  ooaeeat  to  lb«k 


sepantloD 
I  prmy 


of  yonr  letter,  and  the  resolntions  of  Congrea 
carry  Into  complete  effect  thst  which  was  adopted 
io  December,  1109,  for  the  lemoral  of  the  renwias 
of  General  Washington  to  the  seat  of  Oovem- 


scDtimenti  and  feelings  to  Coogreaa,  with  the  giau- 
ful  acknowledgmenla  of  tha  whole  of  the  nk- 
tives  of  m;  grand  uncle  for  tbe  distingoiabed  bonoi 
which  was  iDtended  to  his  memory,  and  to  scrept 
for  yourselTsa  assurances  of  my  gratitode  and  e*- 

JOHN  A.  WASHINGTON. 
AxLDioToa  Hooss,  Tuesday  Nigbt, 
Fttmary  It,  lUL 
GaNTLDita:  The  letter  you  have  done  meibe 
honor  to  write  me,  requesting  my  consent  to  (be 
removal  of  the  remains  of  my  venerable  grand  pir- 
enti  from  their  present  resting  place  to  the  nfi- 
tol,  I  have  this  monent  teeei  red. 

I  give  my  most  hearty  consent  to  tbe  remorilaf 

the  remans,  after  tbe  manner  reqoeetad,  and  coo- 

gratntate  the  Goremmcnl  apon  the  appnsAisg 

consnmmallon  of  a  great  aot  of  national  gistltsfc. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  pMCset  iw|Mct,  g<» 

imen,  your  most  obedient  aervsnt, 

OKOBOS  WASHINGTON  P.  CUSflS. 
TotheboMOtableJ.C.CAuooii,  Fiei/VwUHil,*b, 
and  Amuw  BnTBKaoM,  SptaJctr  tf  OnBum 
Iff  Riprm«iUaiua. 


Fbhux,  Febmarj  17. 
Tt»  Tariff— Beiii»ti»inif  DMm. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  eorunderationrf 
Mr.  Clai'b  reeolntion  on  the  tariff. 

Mr.  £wiHO,  of  Ohio,  s«d:  The  SenaMr 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hanra)  tella  tu,  snd 
the  SBQM  idea  has  been  again  and  agun  reiter- 
ated by  gentiemeii,  that,  whatever  may  be  ibe 
effect  of  uiia  QStem  npon  other  portionsoftbe 
XScaoa,  to  the  Sooth— ^apecialiy  the  elder  ror- 
is  of  the  Southern  States— it  is  every  thing 
:  U  abhorred  and  pemiciooa— a  bli^t,a 
mildew,  a  withering  curse.  Sir,  epithet  tad 
dennndation  prove  nothing,  except  l£e  wannth 
of  those  who  utter  them.  If  injory  has  bMD 
inflicted  opon  that  section  of  (he  Union  by  the 
tariff;  the  mode  of  operating  that  ifyory  can 
surely  be  pointed  out.  Itcon  effect  it  by  none 
bat  viuble  and  sensible  means,  and  muet,  u  I 
oonoeive,  be  coniinod  to  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  the  staple  of  tbe  eonntrj,  limiting  the  eitcal 
of  the  demand  at  home  or  abroad,  or  enbsnc- 
ing  the  piico  of  the  commoditiea  purchased  by 
the  people. 

I  have  already  shown  that  the  price  of  tu 


.yGoogk 


r,  188S.J 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

7^  Tttrif—JUduUm  ^Dmlit*. 


ISn 


staple  (raw  cotton)  is,  in  Mme  nMunre,  aaa- 
tuBcd  br  the  tariff— BO  far,  at  loast,  as  it  hu 
<K)nrerted  cotton  lands  to  the  culture  of 
gogir,  lad  tberebj  limited  the  excess  of  produc- 
tion which  woald  otherwise  necessarily  have 
nnk  the  article  btcq  below  its  prwent  price. 
I  hate,  also,  heretofore  shown  that  the  British 
mun&otorer  in  able  to  purchase  of  qb  all  tiiat 
be  wishae  to  purohaae,  withoat  looting  to  us 
lor  the  UMans  of  pajmeat.  That  it  is  for  his 
interest  to  porohaM  to  tiie  fell  extent  of  bis 
mviet  for  die  maonfactured  article;  that, 
tlienfoi^  the  extant  of  the  market  for  the  raw 
miterial,  at  bonia  and  abroad,  is  eqnal  to  what 
it  voold  hare  bean  wlUiont  the  tariff.  This 
Tiew  tX  the  ease  ia  atreogthened  by  the  Gut 
thit,  nooe  1824,  the  qnantitj  of  cotton  sold  has 
iiureased  in  a  ratio  eqnal  to  that  of  former 
jtais,  and  the  price  has  not  sunk  in  as  great  a 
ntio.  I  have  shown,  too,  bo  far  as  negative 
Ns  be  shown,  that  the  price  of  protected  ar- 
ticlca  hsa  not  enhaneed  in  coneeiiaeQce  of  the 
protection.  And  no  oonnter  erideuce  whaterer 
Lu  been  brought  fco'ward  to  prove  that  a  sin- 
gle utide  has  risen  higher,  or  fallen  less,  in 
MDseqnence  of  proteotion,  except,  indeed,  the 
finest  woollen  fabrics,  aiticlea  of  lainrj,  in 
which  we  have  not  jet  been  able  Xa  compete 
irith  the  Britiah  manoikiturerB. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  said 
tint  the  tari^  by  enhanoing  the  price  of  the 
maaoiBctiiied  artide,  tends  to  diminish  its  con- 
■Dinptiaa  among  the  poorer  classes ;  thus  limit- 
ing the  extent  of  the  demand,  and  compelling 
fint  the  merchaot,  then  the  mannfactnrer,  then 
tlw  producer,  to  come  down  to  the  lowest  prioe 
It  whitdi  each  aaa  taxrj  on  his  operations,  and 
thni  casting  a  part  of  the  burdens  of  protection 
won  the  prodnoer,  as  sooh,  over  and  above  bis 
mare  of  the  burden  as  conenmer.  However 
bat  this  might  be,  in  a  possible  stat«  of  things, 
the  very  reverse  of  it  is  known  to  be  the  fact 
with  respect  to  the  cotton  fabric.  If  the  tariff 
Ins,  in  fact,  compelled  the  British  mannfactnrer 
to  work  cheaper  and  the  merchant  to  receive 
less  profits,  effects  which,  by  the  gentleman's 
own  hypothesis,  mnst  be  prodaoed  before  any 
of  the  burden  con  fitU  ou  the  producer  of  the 
raw  material,  as  they  both  stand  between  him 
and  the  coosnmer — If  the  merchant  and  mann- 
bctnrer  ore  compelled  to  take  less  profit,  the 
price  of  the  article  is,  at  onoe,  reduced  to  con- 
samers  in  all  porta  of  the  world,  except  the 
Tnited  States;  and  the  price  being  reduced,  it 
is  brought  into  more  general  use  among  the 
poorer  classes,  and  its  sale  bec<Hiies  more  ex- 
tensiva  in  nineteen-twenUetha  of  the  markets 
of  the  world.  I  do  not  say  that  the  gentle- 
man's position  is  sound ;  but,  if  it  be  so,  this  is 
the  Srtt  eoDseqneaoe  that  fiows  from  it.  And, 
sir,  with  regard  to  the  oonsnmption  of  cotton 
bbrics  in  the  United  States,  which  the  gentle- 
niaii  seems  to  suppose  is,  or  may  be,  diminished 
by  the  protecting  system,  his  whole  theory  Is 
built  upisp  a  soppoaed  angmnktatjon  iu  price, 
the  very  reverse  of  which  we  know  to  exist 
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Increased  consumption,  too,  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  a  diminished  price,  and  more  ability 
'  ~  purchase,  is  obvious  to  the  most  careless  ob- 

rver,  especially  in  the  West.  No  special  In- 
Jury  has,  therefore,  resulted  to  the  Boutfa  by 
this  operation  of  the  tariff. 

But,  to  show  that  the  producer  pays  the  du^ 
put,  welloal- 


)  the  imported  article,  s 


of  tlie  bale  of 
woollens  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Ooro- 
lioa  has  supposed  is  received  directly  in  ex- 
change for  cottons  exported  by  the  Southern 
Elauter,  and  which  is  stopped  at  the  oustom- 
ouse,  and  forty  of  the  hundred  pieces  whioh 
it  oontwuB  taken  out  as  a  tax  to  the  Qovem- 
ment.  [P.  IT,  printed  speech.]  Now,  as  to  the 
aappoeition  that  the  bale  of  woollens  is  imiknted 
for  the  consumption  of  the  planter,  I  have 
nothing  to  object  against  it,  in  the  view  of  the 
subject  that  I  am  now  taking.  He  dooB  pay 
the  duty,  not  in  his  oapnoity  of  producer  or 
exporter,  but  in  the  capacity  of  importer  and 
consumer;  and,  analyze  the  transactioD,  sepa- 
rate it  into  itA  four  natural  elements,  which  have 
by  the  honorable  Senator  been  unnaturally  com- 
bined, and  it  will  be  obvious.  Let  the  Southern 
tianter  eiport  bis  crop,  lay  it  down  in  the 
irerpool  marketLand  eell  It  for  the  beat'  prioe 
he  can  in  cash.  This,  indeed,  is  always  done; 
for  there  is  no  snob  Uiing  as  barter  tiiere,  ex- 
cept through  the  medium  of  money,  or  bills, 
which  are^  for  all  effective  pnrpoeee,  money. 
Now,  he  Bells  hla  cotton  for  just  Uie  same  price, 
whether  he  intends  to  bring  home  broadcloths 
or  money.  Here  the  tranaaction  of  the  pro- 
ducer and  the  exporter  ceases;  the  oottoa 
planter  has  for  his  crop  cash,  which  he  mtj 
bring  home  with  him,  or,  what  is  still  better, 
leave  on  deposit  with  his  Sngllsh  banker; 
his  bills  on  taat  banker  he  sells  to  the  Phila- 
delphia or  New  York  merchant  at  a  premium, 
and  he  baa  his  cash  at  home  to  ba  disposed  of 
at  pleasure.  The  Ohio  farmer  sends  pork  and 
beef  to  New  Orleana,  which  is  shipped  to 
Oharleston;  or  the  Kentucky  drover  takes  his 
horses,  mules,  and  live  stock,  throngh  the  Sal- 
uda Gap,  and  they  are  sold  to  tne  planter. 
The  planter  pays  with  the  cash  which  he  haa 
brought  home,  or  by  a  draft  on  his  banker  in 
New  York,  and  the  exactions  at  the  custom- 
house do  not,  thus  Ear,  affect  the  transaction  in 
the  remoteat  degree.  The  New  York  merchant 
who  has  iHiQght  the  draft  on  England,  pays  it 
out  for  Britiu)  goods,  and  brings  them  borae; 
be  pays  the  duty.    Now,  if  the  cotton  planter 

gorcbases  one-half  these  goods,  and  the  Ohio 
Lrmer  the  other  half|  at  the  same  prioe,  is  it 
not  obvious  that  each  pays  his  equal  share  of 
the  duty  t  No  refinement,  no  sopnistry,  how- 
ever ingenious,  can  change  the  true  charaeter 
of  the.  transaction.  The  consumer,  and  not  the 
producer,  pays  the  tax,  and  the  several  seotions 
of  the  Union  pay  it  In  proportion  to  the  amount 
they  consume.  As  respects  the  importer  and 
consumer,  if  the  protected  article  is  permanent- 
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Iv  enboDced  in  valae  bj  the  dut;  Md 
the  parpose  of  protection,  it  is  thus  far  tt 
burthen,  and  its  propriety  and  policj  mast  *"  ~ 
tested  b;  coin{iBrin^  and  balaaciag,  aa  nearly 
may  be,  its  evila  with  its  beaefits.  Bat  if  the 
price  of  the  protected  article  be  not  enhanced, 
no  burden  whatever  is  borne,  except  what  is 
necessary  to  sustuu  the  rsTenae  of  the  country, 
and  DO  advantage  is  given  by  it  to  one  dass  of 
oar  citizOQB  over  anotber. 

But  tbe  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina pit.  Hayhb)  has  told  yon,  that,  while 
other  sections  of  the  Union  are  flourishing,  in- 
creasing in  population,  and  rising  in  wOBlth, 
the  coadition  of  the  South,  that  of  his  own 
State  especialiy,  nnder  the  ofieratioD  of  this 
system,  is  not  merelj'  one  of  unexampled  depres- 
sion, bnt  of  great  and  all-pervadmg  disCreas ; 
their  once  busy  and  populous  cities  cmmbliug 
into  ruin,  their  fields  abandoned,  their  hospita- 
ble mansioDB  deserted,  aod  the  huibandmao, 
with  aheavy  and  despairing  heart,  tearing  hiiU' 
self  front  the  Hoenes  of  bis  childhood  and  tbe 
bones  of  his  ancestors,  to  seek,  in  the  wilder- 
ueea,  exemption  from  the  oppression  with 
which  this  policy  baa  overwhelmed  him. 

Is  this  fancy,  or  is  it  fact)  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  picture  greatly  overdrawn,  although 
the  glowing  cloooenoe,  the  rich  and  fervid  im- 
agination, and  the  deep  and  impassioned  tone 
01  feeling  in  which  it  is  shadowed  forth,  t«nd  to 
give  it  a  welcomed  entrance  into  the  mind, 
before  it  baa  passed  the  ordeal  of  the  judgment. 
But,  in  determining  npon  fact,  simple  every-day 
faot,  I  woald  prefer  the  conclusions  of  a  less 
powerful  and  a  leas  excited  intellect.  There  ia 
too  much  of  poetry  in  the  description;  it  forci- 
bly reminds  one  of  tbe  beaatifal  and  eloquent 
lines  of  Doctor  Goldsmith,  in  which  be  de- 
scribes, with  BO  mnch  apparent  truth  and  real 
feeling,  the  deserted  fields  and  desolate  habita- 
tions of  the  industrious  peasantry  of  England, 
driven  from  their  humble  but  happy  homes,  to 
seek  abeltar  from  oppression  in  Uie  solitary 
woods  of  savage  Amenco — 


And  it  is  said,  I  know  not  bow  correctly,  that 
our  poet  lived  uid  died  strong  in  the  conviction 
of  the  general  correctoess  of  the  picture  which 
be  drew  of  the  prc^resdve  decay  and  desolation 
of  hto  country.  Bnt,  air,  England  watt,  in  fact, 
increasing  in  popolation,  and  so  also  is  South 
Oarolina.  The  last  cenana  sbowa  a  amall  in- 
crease in  the  free  popnlation  of  the  State,  and 
a  large  increase  of  tbe  slaves.  The  fields  also 
mnat  be  oaltivated  as  heretofore,  for  they  yield 
an  increased  export  product ,  aod  we  are  told 
that  they  now  raise  a  much  larger  proportion 
than  formerly  of  grain  and  live  stock  for  their 
own  consumption.  Though  by  no  means  dis- 
posed to  admit  that  South  Carolina  is  plunged 
as  deeply  into  the  abyss  of  misery  and  detipair, 
as  has  been  here  depicted,  yet  1  donbt  not  that 
^e  prospers  less  than  forinerly,  and  lesa  also 
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than  most  other  sections  of  tbe  Union ;  for  Ihia 
there  are  abundant  cansw,  independent  of  tht 
toritF. 

The  Sonthem  planter  does  net,  b'ke  ths 
hardy  farmer  of  the  Korth  and  West,  lay  hit 
own  hand  io  tbe  plough ;  he  neither  bold*  nor 
drives ;  the  culture  of  the  fields  is  left  to  tlw 
overseer  and  the  slaves,  and  th^  coltiratioD 
is  without  skill  and  without  oare.  Tear  after 
year,  the  same  fields  are  sobjeoted  to  lbs  uma 
crop,  and  tbe  same  unoeosing  and  nnchat^iig 
tillage,  without  any  means  beiM  ns«d  to  re- 
new or  reinvigorate  tbe  soil.  Tbe  field*  ue 
Boon  worn  down  by  exoesaive  enltivatioD,  ud 
cease  to  yield,  as  heretofore,  an  abundant  bar- 
vest.  Extensive  emigr^ion  is  also,  without 
doubt,  oneof  thecanseewhicbaperatestocbeck 
tbe  prosperity  of  the  older  portions  of  Ih* 
Sonthem  States ;  but  this  emigration  is  indactd 
by  causes,  and  instigated  by  fealinga,  vciy 
different  from  those  to  wbii^  tbe  geutlasu 
has  ascribed  it.  It  is  not  want,  or  miierj,  or 
oppression,  that  induces  it ;  the  emigrant  eonw 
neither bisoonntryoorhislot;  andhisjonriMT'- 
ing  is  undertaken  and  exeonted  with  feehn^ 
the  reverse  of  anguish  and  despair.  6ii,  it  u 
the  rich  and  fertUe  lands  of  the  West,  cf  wbtch 
he  may  become  the  proprietor  almost  for  notb- 
iug — a  charming  oountry  in  reality,  beah  tad 
liMi,  and  Ihlr,  almost  beyond  example,  bet  to 
which  the  imagination  does  not  UJl  to  add  new 
beauties,  and  color  even  with  ideal  and  nnreil 
charms — it  ia  this  which  operates  upon  tba 
hopes,  and  elates  the  spirits,  of  the  young  and 
araent  sona  of  the  South  uid  East,  and  Icadi 
them  to  part  f^m  tbeir  fair  fields  and  bajnij 
homes  ou  the  Atlantic  shore,  for  fairsi  Btat 
aod  happier  bomea  in  the  far-distant  West 
Hence,  sir,  the  giant  atrids  with  which  our 
population  has  borne  its  march  westward,  tbs 
"lion's  bound  "  with  which  we  have  quimgiiito 
the  forest. 

But  this  spirit  of  emigration,  year  byytar, 
drains  &om  the  seaixtard  of  South  Candina  bar 
.  hardy,  vigorous,  and  cuterpriiiing  pcpnls- 
tjon.  Cotton,  the  ol^ect  of  their  cutting  can 
be  raised  cheaper  and  more  abundantly  ca  tba 
new  and  rich  lands  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  lli^ 
aisaippi,  Louisiana,  end  the  territories  of  IltHid* 
and  Arjf ensaa ;  and,  unlike  the  onmbions  arti- 
cle of  grain  and  its  products,  can  be  tranqiort- 
ed  from  tbe  interior  (tt  a  omaU  per  coitum  on 
its  market  value. 

I  take  leave  to  refer  also  to  another  cana^ 
named  by  tbe  honorable  Senator  ttomKta- 
tncky,  and  which  has,  with  the  for^tung,  s 
combined  operation.  The  repeal  of  the  laws 
of  primogeniture — the  equal  distribntion  of  tiM 
real  esiate  among  all  tbe  children,  sons  aod 
dauffhters  alike  —  however  favorable  to  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  people  in  otbor 
■  308  of  the  Union,  does,  owing  to  the  pet"- 
litnation  and  habits  of  the  Sooth,  seriooalj 
affect  their  condition.  Judging  from  Ike  M- 
tistioal  tables  which  show  the  m^paratiTe 
increase  of  popnlation  in  difiereut  aeotiooa  a 
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the  Oaion,  ind  oomparine  that  of  Boath  Caro- 
Ijni  with  others,  I  am  iMTtotheooiiclaHioii  that 
ODe*fbnrtb  part  of  the  fVee-born  of  that  State, 
whieb  reacn  th«  jean  of  matnritf,  emigrate ; 
ud,  by  the  «x{atiDg  laws,  thej  carry  with 
tlieai,  to  their  Dew  homea,  not  merelj  their 
dare  of  the  personal  estate  of  the  tuaiXj  from 
vbieb  Ibej  are  desceoded,  but  aluo  of  the  land 
ud  davee,  whieb  form  the  antratratnm  of  the 
*e»lth  of  the  cofflotry,  Thns,  year  after  year, 
if  then  ■  regnlar  and  continaal  drain  of  the 
beet  and  moat  effloient  popalation  of  the  State, 
and  their  wealth  also — even  their  real  property 
pays  an  anooal  rent,  if  I  may  ao  call  it,  to  her 
emi^tioD.  But  this  ia  not  all.  The  great 
bcnase  of  the  rfaTe*  over  that  of  the  free 
population,  ahowa  that  the  emigranta  do  not 
generally  take  with  them  their  proportion  of 
direa,  but  that  they  remain  as  heretofore,  in 
Kme  measure  regardant  to  the  aoiL  They  bare 
nea  now  to  mora  tlum  one-balf  the  popola- 
tioa  of  that  State,  and  are  fast  gaJning  upon 
the  whitefl  in  tbe  ratio  of  iaoreaae;  they,  in- 
deed, oompoM  almoat  the  whole  lal>oring  popn- 
htiOQ  of  the  country ;  they  laborwithout  judg- 
ment^ for  their  intellecte  are  not  oulti7at«d — 
iritliadt  energy,  for  they  labor  without  motive ; 
bence,  tbe  aoanisition  of  wealth  from  iabofj  its 
great  and  only  real  basis,  raaat  be  small  m  a 
eonntry  sitQated  like  this,  compared  with  what 
it  B,  where  every  man,  with  his  own  band, 
ealtlTitee  his  own  farm,  or  watehea  over  its 
improvement ;  where  all  are  laborers,  and  all 
iotelligeat,  indnstriona,  and  persevering — eare- 
M  of  tiie  present,  and  provident  of  the  fntnre. 
Kr,  the  corse  of  slavery,  and  not  the  tariff,  is 
ia  tmth  the  withering  oar«e  which  blights  the 
&ir  hopes  of  this  fair  and  otherwise  hi^py  and 
bvorea  land.  It  is  not  so  mnch  the  drain  upon 
ber  popnlation,  tot  In  this  other  and  proeperoos 
Stales  share  her  lot;  bnt  it  is,  that,  whue  the 


Bows  off—the  bold  and  «mterpriaing 
the  slave  remans  fixed  to  tbe  soil,  yearly  con- 
firming more  and  mora  of  its  prodacts,  and  yearly 
placing  and  sending  into  exile  (if  emigration 
be  exile)  mora  of  the  ftee-bom  of  the  land.  I 
Deed  not  follow  oat  the  piotore  in  anticipation 
of  its  ooDseqnenceB ;  the  snl^ect  is  one  of  deep 
rtiret  and  gloomy  forebodings. 

But  one  thing  more  will  J  take  occasion  here 
to  remark.  In  many  sections  of  tbe  Union,  and 
in  foreign  oanntries,  too,  pnblio  opinion  baa 
erestly  erred  as  to  the  general  feeling  and  con- 
dnct  of  the  individual  masters  towards  their 
•taves^  So  far  aa  I  have  observed,  (and  my 
observation  has  been  somewhat '  eitenaive, 
especially  in  Virginia  and  Kentucky,)  there  is 
nothing  in  it  to  shock  humanity.  On  the  con- 
trary, &e  feelings  of  the  masters  towards  them 
*ppear  to  be  those  of  kindness  and  affection. 
And  this  evil,  east  upon  our  Sonthern  brethren, 
net  liy  their  own  acts,  or  of  their  own  choice, 
bnt  by  the  enpidity  of  a  foreign  nation  while 
we  remained  her  colonies,  is  one  for  which 
(bey  are  entitled  to  any  tiuag  rather  than  re- 


proach and  censnre.  And  it  ia  an  evil  which, 
in  tbe  present  state  of  pnblio  feeling,  the  Legis- 
latore  of  the  Union  cannot,  in  the  more  South- 
ern sections  of  onr  oonntry,  dther  remove  or 
mitjgate.  Philanthropy  mdnlges  visions  of  tliia 
kind,  at  present,  in  vain. 

Another  mode  in  which  the  aama  cause 
operates  injuriously  to  that  section  of  tbe 
Union,  i^,  that  it  lessens  their  capacity  for  com- 
mercial  enterprise.  A  negro  slave  is  unfit  for 
a  ship  carpenter  oi  a  sailor ;  and,  in  a  country 
where  there  ia  no  laboring  class,  except  slaves, 
sbipa  cannot  be  built,  or  manned,  to  the  same 
advantage,  as  in  the  Eastern  and  Uiddle  States, 
where  laborers  are  freemen,  and  possesa  intel- 
ligence and  enterprise  for  every  undertaking, 
however  arduous,  or  however  varied.  The 
navigating  interest,  therefore,  independently 
of  tbe  tariff,  mast  centre  elsewhere  than  in  the 
Sonthern  Steles.  And  finally,  the  well-known 
and  familiar  habits  of  the  Soathem  people — 
free,  liberaL  unoalcnlating — living  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  means,  however  ample,  and 
trusting  to  their  land  and  slaves  as  a  perpetual 
anpply,  and,  beyond  that,  unprovideDt  of  the 
future.  Time  brings  with  it  an  Increase  of 
population,  bnt  not  of  wealth ;  and  the  decay 
and  exhaustion  of  their  soil,  and  the  bU  in  the 
price  of  their  staple,  produoes  a  depression 
which  ia  severely  felt,  tint  which  is  unfortn- 
nately  attribnted  te  that  which,  of  all  things,  ia 
most  remote  from  Its  real  canse. 

Need  I  add  another  to  this  long  and  monmful 
list  of  causes  for  the  calamities  under  which  our 
Sonthern  brethren  suffer,  and  of  which  they 
complain  ?  I  have  explained  the  oanses  of  the 
alleged  decay  of  their  navigating  interest.  Why 
ia  Uietr  commeroe  (as  the  honorable  Senator 
saya  it  is)  tranaferred  into  the  hands  of  the  mer- 
chanta  of  Philadelphia  and  New  Tork^  and  car- 
ried on  by  their  capital  t  I  bavealreadyipokeli 
of  Uie  habits  of  the  Northern  audUiddleStetes 
— the  steady  e^fe  which  they  have  to  the  fntnre 
— their  disposition  to  aecnmnlate  and  embody 
eapitij,  and  their  skill  to  direct  it  to  every  pros- 
perous enterprise.  They  have  the  ships — they 
have  the  seamen — tbey  have  habits  of  life  and 
a  turn  of  mind  fitted  to  mercantile  pursuits — 
and  they  have  capital ;  with  or  without  a  tariff, 
the  conmierce  of  tbe  South  must  have  fallen 
into  their  hands. 

These  canses  combined,  operate  on  the  city 
of  Charleston,  the  decay  of  which  has  been  so 
eloquently  and  feelingly  depicted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina;  and  thoogn  dia- 
Fosed  to  think  his  coloring  somewhat  too  dark, 
cannot  for  a  moment  doabt  tbe  general  cor- 
rectness of  the  sad  picture  which  he  bas  drawn 
— that  there  has  been  a  great  and  marked  decay 
in  the  wealth,  tbe  business,  and  the  prosperit? 
of  that  city.  Bat,  sir,  independently  of  those 
oanses  which  I  have  named,  and  which  operate 
alike  upon  the  older  portions  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
there  is  one  other,  which  tends  to  depress  the 
business  of  Charleston  alone.  There  have 
sprang  up  in  the  interior  a  range  of  popoloiu 
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and  floorishmg  towns,  Columbia,  AngnstA,  and 
Camden,  which,  within  a  few  past  years,  have 
been  rapidly  growing  in  commerciBl  importance, 
and  Lave  cat  off  almost  wholly  the  interior 
trade  from  Charleston,  making  that  cit;  a  i 
place  of  transit,  or  rather  of  shipment. 

Bir,  these  oaoBes  which  I  have  detailed — and 
I  appeal  to  Southern  gentlemen  for  their  cor- 
rectnees  and  tmth — Lave  operated  with  com' 
bined  effect,  for  jeora,  npon  the  destinies  of  this 
people ;    and  are  they  not  enfficient,   tbon^h 
checked  and  opposed  as  they  may  be  by  t 
riches  of  nature  which  an  all-bonntifti!  IVo' 
dence  has  scattered  over  the  land — are  they  not 
safficient  to  produce  all  the  depression  and 
the  misery  which  is  vainly  supposed  to  spring 
from  the  protecting  system  I 

I  cannot,  therefore,  on  the  most  fall  and  care- 
ful consideration  which  I  have  been  able  to  gire 
this  snbjeot,  concnr  with  gentlemen  in  the 
opinion  that  the  proteoting  system  operates 
oppresMvely  on  the  Boethem  or  any  other  sec- 
t^n  of  the  Union.  In  the  West,  so  for  oa  ex- 
perience can  test  its  efficacy,  it  has  prodaced, 
and  is  prodaeins^  all  the  good  which  Its  friends 
and  supporters  have  ever  predicted.  From  the 
state  of  rninons  depression  to  which  agricul- 
tural interests  had  sank,  in  1824 — on  era  which 
Our  Western  farmers  will  long  bear  in  rem 
brance — they  have  gradually  risen,  ander 
fostering  inflnenoe  of  this  system,  connected 
and  consorted  with  that  of  onr  internal  im- 
provement, until  they  have  reached  a  point  of 
EroBperity,  which,  though  not  rich,  ortowering, 
.  sufficient  to  spread  omnfort  and  gladness  over 
OUT  happy  land. 

TauBBDAT,  Febmary  98. 
Territorial  Jvdgti. 

The  following  resolution  was  snbmitted  by 
Ur.  HoLHBB,  (and  agreed  to  on  the  following 
(Uy:) 

B—el'Kd,  That  tba  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  (o  inquire  into  tbs  eipedieney  of  pro- 
viding, bj  law,  for  a  more  permanent  tennre  of  of- 
flce  for  the  judges  of  the  terrttorie*  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  for  a  different  mode  of  appealing  then 
than  Is  now  provided. 


ICoKSAT,  FebmaiT  2Y. 

Tht  TaHffSaactwn  o/I>atia. 

The  reeolntion  of  Vr.  Olat  being  resnmod, 

Hr.  Dalub  said :  Fiily-six  years  have  ripen- 

•ed  this  confederated  nation  to  a  condition  of 

unprecedented    and    incontestable    greatness; 

greatness  in   extent;   greatness   in  resources; 

greatness  in  moral  and  intellectnal  character ; 

nness  in  .political  stracture  and  jnrispm- 
i;  greotneas  in  the  renown  which  follows 
Jnst  and  snocessfol  wars ;  and  greatness  which 
reantta  from  the  ooqaisition  of  a  before  nnknown 
^flum  of  hnman  oontentment  aniil  freedom.  Prov- 
idenoe  bos  smiled  npon  the  work  of  our  pro- 


genitors, and  has  bleesed  its  progress.  Tb« 
whole  civilized  world  has  marked,  with  reiter- 
ated astonishment,  the  rapidity  of  ouradvimce- 
ment ;  and,  at  this  moment,  from  the  I^s^  <i 
Eastern  eminence,  einlting  and  longingmyrisdi 
are  pointing  to  our  Western  institotioDS  ai  tbi 
objects  towards  which  th^  have  yet  fniitletdy 
Jonnieyed  through  a  wildemesa  ot  ogea  and  of 
wretchedness. 

Who  is  there,  sir,  that,  seeing  this  great  rs- 
suit  of  our  councils  and  forecast,  can  deare  i 
change  In  the  organic  structure  or  prtetictJ 
legislation  by  which  it  hoe  been  effected  I  I 
have  heard  much  on  this  floor  of  tertirail 
divisions,  sectional  interests,  sectional  doctrinw^ 
sectional  fbclings,  and  sectional  parties;  of  titt 
East,  the  Sonth,  and  the  West ;  bot  I  oimot 
adopt  the  language,  and  will  not  aitertain  tbs 
sentiments  by  which  it  la  prompted.  I  duni 
no  pecnliar  merit  fbr  tbe  noble  commonwe«llb 
whose  representative  I  am,  for  her  nnilbrm  de- 
votion to  lie  union  and  democracy  of  tb«M 
States — for  her  tinwavering  co-operattca  in  all 
the  efforts  which  have  corned  the  notion  tc  in 
present  exaltation ;  she  has  done  no  mwe,  toi 
no  less,  than  other  portions  of  onr  republic 
Bnt  I  will  not  recognize  the  ri^t,  dmiwd 
from  what  quarter  it  may  be,  to  mar  and  de- 
face the  monoment  of  our  common  Isbots;  te 
tear  down  piecemeal,  or  at  a  blow,  tbe  stmctun 
which  every  hand  has  equalled  and  amnlta- 
neonsly  contribntod  to  erect ;  to  prostrate  mi  ■ 
crumble  into  dnst  the  fairest  fabrie  ever  yet 
reared  by  the  energies  and  virtnes  of  confeder- 
ated fi-eemen. 

If,  sir,  in  the  picture  I  have  sketched  of  the 
condition  of  onr  conntir,  shades  have  been 
omitted  which  really  exist,  they  ongbt  to  be 
introduced ;  they  ought  to  be  frankly  met,  iiid 
the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  legislative  bodies 
should  anxiously  devise  remedies  and  relief 
The  impressive  and  gloomy  description  of  tin 
Senator  ftom  Boatlt  Carolina,  (Mr.  Batki,)  k 
to  the  octnol  stato  and  wretched  pntptetsii 
his  immediate  fellow -dtizens,  awok^  tbe 
liveliest  sympathy,  and  should  command  our 
attention.  It  is  their  right ;  It  is  our  duty. 
I  oonnot  feel  indifferent  to  the  snlTeringa  of 
any  portion  of  the  American  Qpople;  mi 
esteem  it  inoonsistent  with  the  scc^  snd 
piupose  of  the  federal  oonstjtntjon,  that  mj 
majority,  no  matter  how  large,  should  con- 
nive at  or  protract  the  oppreosion  or  misery 
of  any  minority,  no  matter  how  emalL  I  ^ 
claim  and  detest  the  idea  of  m^ing  <hm  pnt 
snbservient  to  another ;  of  fbasting  upon  the 
extorted  ^hstonoe  of  my  conntrynien;  ofco- 
riching  my  own  region  by  draining  tbe  fertility 
and  resoarcea  of  t  neighbor;  of  beoonting 
wealthy  with  spoils  which  leave  their  legitimtfe 
owners  impoverished  and  desolate.  Bat,  sir,  I 
want  proof  of  a  feet,  whose  existence,  at  leart 
as  described,  it  is  difficult  even  to  conceive; 
nd,  above  all,  I  want  tbe  tme  eanses  of  tbat 
„ot  to  be  ascertiuned;  to  be  brongbt  wiibin 
the  reach  of  legialative  remedy,  sod  to  hiv* 
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tlut  ntouij  of  B  lutore  wbioL  maj  b«  ^>plied 
witlMnt  prodaciug  more  nuBchief^  thao  thow  it 
propCMM  Ui  core.  Th«  pronenew  to  eiuggerate 
Mcul  e*ili  n  greatest  with  the  most  patrioUo. 
Xemponuy  embarrasament  is  KQaitivelr  appre- 
beuud  to  be  permaaent.  Everj  day's  eipe- 
ricnee  tMichai  how  apt  wa  are  to  magaifj  par- 
iti  iitto  nniTeraal  diatreai,  and  with  what  diffi- 
roltj  an  excited  imaginatioo  reecnea  itself  from 
dopondeney.  It  wm  not  do,  sir,  to  act  upon 
Ihs  Rowing  or  pathetic  delineations  of  a.  gifted 
ontor;  it  will  not  do  to  become  enlisted,  by 
trdent  aihortations,  in  a  cmaade  aguust  estab- 
Mied  aystenu  of  polioj  ■,  it  will  not  do  to  de- 
tgoliah  Uie  waila  of  our  citadel  to  the  soands  of 
piitnliTe  ritraaeooe,  or  fire  the  temple  at  the 
nil  of  impaaaioued  enthasiasm. 

Vhat,  sir,  is  the  cause  of  Southern  dEstreaa  I 
Eat  any  gentleman  yet  veotored  to  dewgnate 
it  t  Can  anr  one  do  more  than  anppote,  or  ar- 
pmBDtatiTely  assume  it  I  I  am  neiUter  willing 
Bor  competent  to  Satter,  To  pruse  the  honor' 
able  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  be 


But  if  he  has  fkiled  to  discover  the  source  of 
theerilshe  deplores,  who  can  unfold  it)  Amid 
the  warm  and  indiscrimioating  denunciations 
with  which  he  has  assailed  the  policy  of  pro- 
lactins domestic  mannfactures  and  Dative  prod- 
Doe,  he  frsjiklf  avows  that  he  would  not 
"deny  that  tliere  are  other  caoses  besides  the 
Uriff  which  have  contribnted  to  produce  the 
«riU  which  he  has  depicted."  What  are  those 
"other  caosest"  In  what  proportion  have 
the;  acted!  How  much  of  this  dark  shadow- 
ing is  ascritiable  to  each  sincl;,  and  to  all  in 
combination  t  Would  tlie  tariff  be  at  all  felt, 
or  deooonced,  if  these  other  causes  were  not  in 
operstiool  Would  not,  in  fact,  its  influence, 
ii9  discriminations,  its  inequalities,  its  oppres- 
Noiu,  but  for  these  "  other  causes,"  be  sbsken 
by  the  elastidt;  and  energy  aiideihaostless  spirit 
of  the  Sontb,  as  "  dew  drops  fh)m  the  lioa'H 
tuns  i "  These  inquiriea,  sir,  must  1>e  satisfac- 
torily answered  before  we  can  be  Justly  required 
U>  Instate  away  an  entire  system.  If  it  be  the 
root  of  all  evil,  let  it  be  exposed  and  demolished. 
If  its  poisSnous  exhalations  be  but  partial,  let 
U  preserve  such  portions  as  are  innoxious.  If^ 
u  the  luminar;  of  day,  it  be  pure  and  salutary 
in  itsell^  let  us  not  wish  it  extiuEuished,  because 

ithe  shadows,  douds,  and  oarltness,  which 
cure  its  brightness  or  impede  ita  vivifying 

Sir,  there  are  "other  causes  "than  the  policy 
of  protection,  to  which  our  Southern  brethren 
might,  and,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  impute  the 
deplored  evils  under  which  they  suffer.  Some 
of  tbeie  are  adequate  to  produce,  and,  if  not 
provid^tially  arrested  in  their  progresa,  will 
DDBToidably  produce,  oslamities  far  more  ex- 
tensive and  desolating  than  any  yet  experienced. 
Every  day,  every  hour,  augments  their  force, 
Nilufes  tli^   sphere,    and    manifosts   their 


Tucy.  Nor  is  their  onward  mar^  a  sketch 
fancy,  or  the  conclusion  of  plausible  argu- 
ment: it  is  a  fact,  discernible  to  ever^  eye, 
known  to  every  well-informed  man  in  the 
country,  appreciated  by  every  candid  one,  and 
dispnted  by  none.  The  delusion  and  mistake 
lie  in  considering  these  "other  causes"  as 
secttQdary  and  slight,  instead  of  primary  and 

Sowerful ;  in  visiting  upon  a  subject  of  political 
isltke,  consequences  fairly  and  obviously  at- 
tributable to  specific,  natural,  socisl,  or  moral 
sgencios;  in  fastening  upon  the  tarifi^  as  fluia- 
tics  are  apt  to  fasten  upon  their  reputed  oon- 
iurer  or  wizard,  the  storm  of  the  element^  the 
barrenness  of  plantations,  the  debility  arising 
f^om  constitutional  disease,  and  the  mysterious 
operations  of  decay. 

I  have  sud  that  "  other  causes  "  exist,  ade- 
quate to  all  the  lamented  distresses.  Among 
these,  is  one  which,  alone,  unuded  by  co-oper- 
ation from  others,  necessarily  leads  to  resnlta 
of  wide-spread,  protracted,  and  conspicuous 
embarrassmeat    and    desolation.      The    great 


ciously  upon  the  fertility  and  strength  of  the 
)>est  soils.  Every  returning  season  finds  the 
earth  in  which  it  is  cultivated  less  competent 
tosnpply  itsexaotions,  andsQstaining, therefore,  ' 
a  less  hardy  and  generous  growth.  The  nlti- 
mate  dissatisfaction  of  the  planter,  whose  prod- 
uce thus  annually  diminisfaea,  is  inevitable. 
He  struggles,  perhaps  for  years,  in  ihiitlees 
efforts  to  revive  the  original  fecnndity  of  his 
farm;  to  arrest,  at  least,  its  gradual  decrease 
from  eight  or  six  bales,  by  the  band,  to  two  or 
three:  and  he  submits  to  the  reduction  of  hts 


aated,  a  neighborhood  in  which  he  has  acquired 
character  and  friends,  and  a  soci^  circle  to 
which  his  family  are  endeared  and  attached. 
Bat  the  final  period  of  comparative  sterility 
must  arrive ;  the  season  wherein  labor  will  be 
unrewarded,  granaries  unreplenished,  ondmeans 
unrenewed,muatcometobimortohissncoessor; 
and,  when  that  period  is  at  hukd,  the  dejected 
and  disappointed  owner  looks  elsewhere  for 
consolation  and  resource.  Then  it  is,  sir,  the 
impelled  and  adventurous  hnst>andmBn  of 
North  and  South  Carolina,  while  be  has  yet 
soaroely  entertained  the  prqject  of  removal, 
casts  his  anxious  eyes  upon  the  immense  r^on, 
in  his  immediate  vicinity,  of  land,  mncfa  cheap- 
er than  in  his  native  Stale,  of  virgin  soil,  upon 
whose  charms  his  favorite  voluptuary  has  not 
yet  battened,  of  equal,  if  not  superior,  climate, 
and  of  ascertsaned  fitness  in  every  respect,  for 
the  plant  to  which  his  skill  and  industry  have 
long  been  adapted.  Is  it  surprising  that  thia 
boundless  range  of  territory  shonld  attract 
capital  and  enterprise  to  the  culture  of  cotton 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  t  That  the  quan- 
tity of  production  should  rapidly  augment,  and 
its  relative  val^e  of  price  fkll,  or  that  it  should 
ofier  temptations,  irresistible  by  constuous  in- 
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dnstrj  and  frngali^,  to  abandon  the  comparo- 
tivel;  spent  tarme  heretofore  tilled  f 

U«n,  sir,  will  change  their  abodes,  under  the 
oiroumBtancee  to  which  I  have  adverted,  hj  an 
impulse  which  maj  almoat  be  regarded  as  a  law 
of  onr  Datnre.  The  serfoos  ooncerna  of  life  are 
not,  cannot,  and  onght  not  to  he  i«galat«d  by 
the  amiable  wntlmenti  which  connect  them- 
Belvee  with  the  recolleotions  of  the  pa«t.  We 
quit  the  homea  of  our  ancestors,  the  graves  of 
our  kindred,  the  hills  and  vallejs  of  onr  child' 
hood,  and  with  man;  a  sigh,  it  is  tme,  and  with 
manj  a  longing,  lingering  look  behind ;  bnt  we 
quit  thnm  aU,  with  prond  and  self-anst^ning  re»- 
olation,  in  parsnit  of  BnbuBt«nce,  of  setllemeDla 
for  onr  children,  of  personal  and  permanent  in- 
dependence. Such  have  been  the  coarse  of 
human  conduct,  and  the  career  of  human  ac- 
Oon,  in  all  ages,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  The  land  of  promise  was,  and  always 
will  be,  the  goal  of  oesseless  eml^tion.  We, 
air,  eBpecially,  are  a  migratory  people.  With 
almost  everj  range  of  olimat«,  and  an  unlimited 
extent  of  Itmd  wnerefrom  to  choose,  "  a  world 
before  ua,  and  Providence  our  guide,"  oar 
readiness  to  improve  the  condition  of  life,  by 
entering  npou  new  scenes  of  activity,  is  at  the 
same  time  anobstrncted  by  the  difBculties  and 
donbts  which  repel  the  inhabitants  of  other 
countries.  Our  political  inatitations  are  every- 
where throoghont  our  continent  the  same. 
Our  language,  with  inconsiderable  and  few  ei- 
oeptions,  is  uniform ;  onr  medium  of  ezciiange, 
money,  coin,  and  even  one  species  of  .bank  pa- 
per, ia  identical ;  the  great  practical  hindrances 
are  unknown  to  us ;  and  we  may  pass  through 
every  degree  of  salnbrioas  tamperatare,  and 
over  thonsandsof  leagues,  changing  in  oor  prog- 
ress nothing  bnt  the  sky  and  the  soil.  Hence 
it  ia  that  we  have  long  einoe  tnnied  onr  backs 
npon  the  Atlantic  ana  ita  shores,  to  gaze  upon, 
and  to  bend  our  steps  towards  the  rich  plains, 
the  langhing  valleys,  the  thronged  rivers,  and 
the  hMlth-inspiring  hills,  of  the  American 
West. 

If,  then,  sir,  the  appalling  picture  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  be  strictly 
troe ;  and  if  it  be  also  true,  as  no  one  has  been 
or  can  be  adrentnrons  enough  to  deny,  that 
the  regions  lying  immediately  to  the  west  of 
those  dWicta  which  his  picture  is  designed  to 
represent,  are  open  and  still  opening  for  a 
cheaper  and  more  abundant  growth  of  the  very 
cotton  to  whose  depreciated  valne  he  oscribM 
Bonthera  disu^ss  and  complaint,  I  recc^ize,  in 
the  oaose  to  which  1  have  referred,  an  adeqaate 
cause ;  a  cause  disolately  distinct  from  the 
tariff:  a  caase,  in  its  origin  and  effects,  tran- 
soendently  beyond  the  course  of  any  policy ;  a 
cause,  out  of  the  reach  of  legislative  remedy ;  a 
cause  which  human  agents  are  utterly  incom- 
petent to  control,  arrest,  mitigate,  or  modify. 

Having  thna,  sir,  removed  from  debate,  or 
from  my  own  mind,  the  oppressive  wei^t  of 
•o  mnoh  of  the  argument  of  tile  Senators  op- 
pooed  to  me,  as  oonaista  of  glowing  and  gloomy 
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pictures  of  human  wretehedDCM  and  local  des- 
olation, I  must  be  permitted  to  stole  my  im- 
pressions of  what  this  great  natioaal  polley, 
rather  dlaingennoiuily  termed  our,  or  the  Amer- 
ican system,  tmiy  is. 

Its  foundation,  Mr.  President,  Is  the  broad 
and  impregnable  principle  of  national  inde- 
pendence ;  and  its  object  and  tendency  are  to 
give  to  the  American  people,  the  entire  people 
the  people,  as  a  mass,  and  in  det^l,  enqMoy- 
menta  of  their  own,  reeonroes  of  their  own, 
atrenglh  of  their  own,  and  bappin«M  of  thtir 
own ;  whidi  cannot  be  iigDriDiisly  affected  in 
war  or  peace,  throngh  stratagem  or  derign  by 
any  other  people.  Such  are  Its  cardinal  char- 
acteristics. If  there  be  an/  portiwi  of  the 
means  for  effecting  this  poU^,  which  dose  not 
square  with  these  charactaristaca,  to  that  I  am 
opposed.  If,  in  attaining  Uhm  fmdamental 
and  invaluable  ol^jecta,  partial,  oceastontl,  or 
sectional  injury  be  Inflicted,  that  I  woold  rem- 
edy or  redress,  by  exerting  the  fbrec  of  all  onr 
institutions  sa  best  I  can.  The  good  tit  the 
whole  is  rarely,  if  ever,  accomplished  witbont 
some  sacrifice  to  at  least  a  part :  bnt,  nndonbt- 
edly,  the  dangers  and  Inemiveiiieiices  of  evcfy 
scheme  of  legislation  sboiild  be  contracted  to 
as  narrow  a  sphere  as  possible,  shoald  be  au- 
iooaly  mitigated  as  mnch  as  powble,  and  shonld 
ultimately  be  repaid  as  fUly  as  poarible. 

Sir,  this  is  no  selfish  policy,  in  the  udions 
sense  of  that  epithet.  To  the  American  people, 
as  contradistinguished  from  any  and  erery 
other  people,  it  may  tie  so.  Natnre^  in  the  cre- 
ation of  peculiar  languages,  Tarions  climates, 
and  different  forms  in  Goremment,  has  com- 
pelled distinct  and  separate  i 


civilization  leads  to  intercooise,  barter,  and  re- 
ciprocity, by  convention  and  mnttul  agreeniart 
only.  National  aelfiabneas  resnlts  from  necM- 
sfty,  and  is  beyond  reproach.  Without  it,  ia- 
dependent  existence  ia  nnimaginable :  witboot 
it,  we  Conld  have  no  comitry. 
But  honorable  Beoators  have  described  this 

Silicy  as  emanating  from,  and  exclosivel;  nss- 
I  to,  rich  capitalists,  monopolista,  and  maon- 
faeturera.  If  it  be  so,  let  as  abandon  it  Bot, 
before  acquiescing  in  the  description,  it  is  oor 
duty  to  reflect  and  to  examine. 

As  a  policy,  sir,  adapted  to  the  welfare  «I 
any  nation,  it  emanates  from  remote  antiqnl^, 
and  has  been,  more  or  less,  cheriabed  and  prac- 
tised by  every  pewle.  Uodem  philoso];^  msy 
sometimes  be  disaovantageonaly  contraded  with 
ancient  wisdom,  aa  beantifn]  sbstractitms  are 
often  disproved  by  a  sacoeseion  of  experinwntiL 
Egypt,  in  her  grandeur,  Greece,  inherbrilliaaey, 
Bome,  in  her  omnipotencej  deduced  their  mag- 
nificence and  vigor,  at  least  in  part,  fhnn  this  "s^ 
cnrsed" policy.  It wasknowntothemall;itirH 
enforced  by  them  all ;  and  it  aggrandiaed  ihem 
all.  These  are  great  names  1  and  tiie  aonals  of 
history  tender  for  enomeraticn  many  others  fit- 
miliar  to  the  leaniing  of  those  whom  I  address 
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It  it  tni^  ■■  Uia  Senator  fiwn  SoaUi  CaroUaa 
hn  mi,  ttut  the  politioal  eoonomj  of  free 
tnda,  boirerer  captivating  Id  theoiy,  is,  in- 
deed, "■  diaoovnj  of  modern  times."  It  has 
DO  eiiilence  but  in  books.  It  never  has  been 
tMUd,  lod  it  never  can  be  tested,  withont  the 
rtopiu  resort  to  a  Oongre«s  of  nations — a  re- 
urt  recommended  by  some  pamphleteer,  whose 
tfSitiM,  laid  npon  onr  tables  within  a  few 
vMki  past,  seema  to  come  in  aid  of  this  "  dis- 
oofwy  of  modem  times" — a  resort,  which  tike 
taotbar  Ooagrwm,  that  of  Panama,  will  prove 
''iiibwiTable,"aiunoaal7  and  pompously  songht, 
ktHrerfoond. 

I  hare  Mid  that  onee  the  patriotism  of  Penn- 
^Innia  sided  witJi  her  pulioy :  and  I  agree 
Ost  BOW  bar  interests  are  involved  in  its  steady 
proMcatioa.  She  has  inoorred,  within  a  few 
jeire  back,  a  greater  psblic  debt  than  the  ez- 
iMiiig  ooe  oT  the  nation.  Her  internal  improve- 
uenti,  immenae  and  inestbnable,  have  been 
aiinlr  aod  Tigoroadf  directed,  under  the  aos- 
pdow  shield  of  yowt  protective  sjstem,  to  the 
derek^coeot  of  her  own  resonroes  and  the  en- 
CMingeaient  of  har  own  indnatrj'.  Her  legal 
eods  has  given  every  iaoUity  to  the  attainmeat 
of  pnbtio  oonvenienoe,  free  tnterooarse,  and 
life  tranqMrtataon.  The  noble  turnpikes, 
koad  byways,  oonntless  canals,  solid  bridges, 
ud  splendid  railways,  which  intersect  and 
mile  all  parte  of  her  territory,  are  the  prodacts 
of  1  (bU  relianoe  in  the  stability  and  excellence 
rf  ifae  policy.  Do  yon  snppoae  that  she  wonid 
bsTs  goiM  thus  far  in  ezpeaditare.  merely  to 
iiMCMna  the  recipient  and  ohsmiel  of  exotic 
fabrics — of  European  husbandry  and  mannfao- 
tirail  No,  air.  Her  purpose  has  been  to 
Matter  her  own  rich  ores  among  her  latrorioas 
futfh:  to  king  into  operation  her  water 
pover;  to  sapply  her  meonaoica  and  her  poor 
■ith  her  vanoua  woods,  her  inexhaustible  mel, 
hv  ale,  her  minerals :  and  to  carry  comfort 
sod  tndependenoe  to  the  homestead  of  every 

What  are  the  frniti  of  this  Pennsylvania  pol- 
i^  I  I  will  illoatrate  them  by  recurring  to  the 
"Ogle  article  of  her  own,  iron,  lie  quality  is 
rnqoattionably  equal,  if  not  snpei^or,  to  that  of 
Englsad.  Jts  oohesivenesi  is  greater — a  chain 
ttta  iaeb  and  a  half  in  diameter  not  breaking 
till  bsidened  with  a  weight  of  sixty  tons,  whi£ 
I  amilar  English  one  yidded  to  forty-three  tons 
only:  aaatrf  an  inch  and  aa  eighth  broke  not, 
tiU  opprvwed  by  fall  fbrty-one  tons.  For 
veldlDg  also,  it  is  supeiior ;  superior  for  spikes 
ted  belts  employed  in  oonstrucUng  ships ;  sa- 
fmor  Ibr  wheel  tires ;  and  at  least  equal  for  nse 
<M  riilwaya  Our  iron-workers  are  willing  to 
t-'n,  and  aotnally  do  give,  twenty-five  ^r 
MQC  more  for  the  American  than  the  Engluh 
■rtJeU.  , 

Tlie  effect  of  our  policy  on  this  essential 
■Ml  has  been  strikingly  evinoed,  first,  in  ang- 
Beatiiig  the  nnmber  of  its  fWrtories  and  its 
9*ntity ;  aeowidly,  in  rednung  the  prices  of  its 
*   "        I   and,  thirdly,  ui  disseminating 


widely,  through  its  agency,  the  means  of  sub- 
sisteuce  and  comfort. 

1.  Since  the  year  1834,  tiiirty-fonr  new  fhr- 
naces  have  been  erected  in  Pennsylvania,  west 
of  the  AJlegbany  mountain — each  forming,  not 
a  mine  of  wealth  for  the  rich  monopolist,  but  a 
nucleus  for  a  bnsy,  thriving,  and  joyous  village. 

Dnring  the  years  1S39  and  1(130,  the  quantity 
of  iron  rolled  at  Plttsbnig  alone  increased  ttoia  ' 
three  thousand  to  more  than  nine  thousand 

3.  The  reduction  of  the  prices  was  a  neces- 
sary coDaeanence  of  the  domeatio  competition, 
cruuted  anil  excited  by  the  policy.  Since  1S18, 
1619,  and  1820,  the  implemente  of  huBbandi7 
have  enok  in  price  thus :  Axes,  from  twenty- 
four  dollar^  to  twelve  dollars  by  the  dozen:. 
scythes,  spades,  and  common  shovels,  fifty  per 
cent.  Iron  hoes,  at  nine  dollars  by  tne  doien, 
have  given  way  to  steel  ones,  at  four  dollars  by 
the  dozen :  socket  shovels,  once  sold  at  twelve 
dollars  by  the  dozen,  now  sell  at  foor  dollars 
and  fifty  cents :  iron  vices,  once  at  twenty  centa 
by  the  pound,  now  at  ten  cents  r  braiiers'  rods 
were,  in  1S34,  imported  at  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  dollars  by  the  ton,  and  now  are  made 
at  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars :  and  steam 
engines  have  actually,  since  1S3S,  fallen  fifty 
per  cent,  in  price,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
amount  of  materiid  and  labor  of  which  they  are 
composed,  has  nearly  doubled. 

8.  The  extent  to  which  the  manu&ctnre  of 
this  substance  contribatee  to  diffuse  the  means 
of  support  aod  comfor^  cannot-  be  precisely 
estimated  as  to  any  particular  district  of  coun- 
try. The  proportion  of  its  effective  action 
upon  Pennsylvania  may  alone  be  presumed 
from  a  fair  calculation  of  its  aggregate  value  in 
the  0nioo,  and  a  general  knowledge  of  the  nu- 
merous and  important  establishments  scattered 
thronghont  that  State.  It  is  ascertuned,  with 
reasonable  certainty,  that,  in  the  small  county 
of  Delaware,  about  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
persons  annoally  produce  a  value  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seven  thousand  one  hnndred  and 
seventy-five  dollars,  which  undergoes  ita  local 
and  natural  distribntion.  In  the  large  connties 
of  Centre  and  Huntiogdon,  extensively  engaged 
in  the  business,  the  computation  necessarily 
rises  much  higher.  Now,  it  is  believed,  from 
sncb  retams  aa  have  been  collected,  that  in  the 
United  States  there  are  no  fewer  thao'twenty- 
fonr  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
iron  workmen,  each  having,  on  an  average, 
four  individnus  dependent  upon  his  labors : 
one  hnndred  and  twenty-four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-five  human  beings  are 
therefore  provided  with  adequate  livelihood  by 
this  single  branch  of  industry  in  ita  earliest 
stages.     Sappoaiog  each  workman  to  receive 


nated  in  wagea  no  less  than  seven  million  fbnr 
hundred  aod  ninety-three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars :  Ifaeir  fobrios,  finding  their  way  to 
various  marketa,  soatter,  as  they  advance,  the 
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dollars :  and  thns  the  eatire  prooew  fiuiiishM, 


mm  litde  abort  of  nine  millians  of  dollara. 
The  proportion  of  thia  impoaing  valne  which 
fUls  to  the  lot  of  Pemujlvania,  may  be  imag- 
ined, bat  oannot  be  snerUd. 

The  relation,  Hr.  PresideDt,  of  the  obserra- 
tioDS  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  anbrnit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  to  the  two  res- 
Olationa  before  as,  is  obvlons  and  direct 

The  Srst  reaolntion — that  of  the  Senator 
from  Eentncky — presnppoees  the  national  debt 
p^d,  and  proposes  to  r«daee  the  dnties  on  arti- 
elei  import^  as  fkr  at  least  as  ia  consistent 
with  the  prindple  and  practioe  of  {wotMsting 
the  great  national  interaatB  invoiTed  in  domes- 
tio  manotwtnres. 

The  second  resololjoa— that  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina — proposes  to  rednoe  the 
Mveune  to  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  to 
abandon,  gradnaUj,  but  ceKainly,  the  prinoiple 
and  practioe  of  proteotion. 

The  &T«t  aw^la  protection,  bnt  U  peifeotij 
oompatible  with  modifications  in  de^:  the 
second,  in  design  and  spirit,  repndiatea  modifl- 
oation  wholly,  and  insula  npon  entire  relin- 
qnisbmenL  It  is  posaible  and  proper  fbr  anj 
one  to  vote  for  the  adoption  oi  the  firat,  and 
yet  feel  at  perfect  liberty  to  acquiesce  in  iost 
and  reasonable  alterations  of  the  policy.  It  is 
impOBsibte  and  improper  for  any  one  to  vote 
for  the  second,  who  is  not  prepued  to  lay  the 
axe  to  the  roo^  and  to  demolish  the  enUre  edi- 
fice of  protection,  to  deny  the  exietenoe  or  sal- 
ntary  nature  of  the  power,  in  the  federal  ayn- 
tem,  to  pronoonoe  a  sentence  of  condemnation 
and  nsnrpation  npm  alTwho  have  preceded  ns, 
and  to  throw  back  npon  the  eepar^  States,  w 
unfit  or  unworthy  of  retention,  the  del^^ted 
and  important  authority  of  fostering  the  indus- 
try of  the  American  people. 

Believing,  air,  as  I  do,  that  whatever  may 
have  been  the  character  at  its  origin,  this  Oov- 
emment  actually  emanate*,  under  the  fwms  of 
an  adopted  oonstitotioa,  from  the  people  of  the 
Uolt^  States,  and  is  essentially  as  well  national 
as  federative :  that  the  powers  to  levy  imposts 
and  to  regnlate  oommeroe  are  powers  not  merely 
expressly  granted  by  the  States,  but  are  pow- 
ers withoot  which  the  Qovemment  ou^tt  not 
and  oannot  exist :  that  tiie  grant  of  those  pow- 
ers was  accompanied  with  the  fall  knowledge 
that  they  had  been  nniveraally,  and  would  be 
here,  made  the  means  of  protecting  domestic 
produce  and  mannfactnrea  from  the  iojnrioiis 
conrsea  and  inonraions  of  other  conntries ;  that, 
in  fact,  such  protection  was  one  of  the  moving 
objects  of  the  revelation,  of  the  Union,  aikd  of 
the  explicit  delegation  of  those  powers:  and 
that  a  policy  was  promptly  established  in  con- 
fomiity  with  these  views,  and  has  unceasingly 
been  pursued.  I  am  unwilling,  and,  conaist- 
ently  with  my  understanding  <n  the  senatorial 


oath,  I  am  nnable,  to  sanction  the  propcdtiaD 
of    the    gentleman   from   Sooth   Oartdins,  by 
whioh  all  this  is  virtnally,  if  not  directly,  t»- 
pudiated  and  denied, 
I  am  inflexible,  sir,  as  to  nothing  but  ads- 

Siate  protection.  The  proMss  of  attainiDg 
at  may  undergo  any  mutation.  Secure  that 
to  the  home  labor  of  this  oonntry,  aad  our  o|>- 
ponenta  shall  have,  aa  fiu-  aa  my  voiea  and  ml- 
frage  can  give  it  to  them,  a  "taorfs  Usacfa" 
whereon  to  aetUa  any  arrangatnent  or  adjnrt- 
ment  th«r  intelligenoe  may  soggest.  it  miabt 
have  been  eneeted,  itoC  anreasonaUy,  Utt 
they  who  desired  chance  ehoiitd  tender  tbeir 
project;  thattbey would derignatenoxicnpsr 
tioulara,  and  intimat* their  remedies;  that  u«y 
would  invoke  the  skill  nd  asdstaoee  ef  pneli- 
cal  and  experienoed  obeervera  od  a  enljeet  vith 
which  few  of  m  are  fiuBiHar ;  and  polM  whh 
precision  to  such  parta  of  the  axtendve  ^n«B 
as  can  be  modified  withoat  weakeaiog  orw- 
dangering  the  whole  structure.  They  hate  for- 
borne to  do  this,  lltey  demand  an  cotirs 
demolition.  Free  trade  ia  ths  bnden  ef  tbdr 
eloqaenee;  the  golden  fieeoa  of  their  adra- 
tnroos  enterprise ;  Uie  goal  ahort  of  which  they 
will  not  pause  even  to  oreatbe.  I  eannet  joia 
their  expedition  for  such  ott}Mt.  An  eatabutb- 
ed  policy,  coeval,  in  the  language  of  Prerident 
Jackaon,  with  oor  Oovemment;  believed  by 
an  immense  m^oritv  of  oor  people  to  bs  ton- 
atitutional,  wise,  and  expedient;  may  not  b» 
abruptly  abandoned  by  Ooogreas,  without  s 


dereliotion  vi  saored  tnat  ai  . . 
expect  it,  is  both  extravagant  and  unUiid.  Hit 
show  us  yoor  sahcone ;  call  it  <ma  ot  revcoiw 
eiclorively,  if  yoD  will;  names  and  epitbali 
are  immaterial :  let  it  accommodate  our  p(£cy 
with  the  new  fiscal  attitude  of  the  natim,  and 
with  your  wishea ;  and,  fbr  one^  I  will  ^ir*  it 
the  favorable  hearing  and  oonaideraticai  to 
which  the  parity  <rf  yoor  motivea  and  your 
alleged  sufibrings  certainly  entitle  iL  It  is  oci 
iropossiUe,  ^,  (thouf^  1 9im^m  mysdf  a  voy 
feeble  instmetm-  <«  this  vaat  buiticas)  that 
some  rational  project  may  spring  from  sotor 
and  analytical  inqniir,  to  leocndle  as  sD.  I 
have  heud  intimated  that  naw  ragnlalioDi  in 
edlecting  the  revenue  might  make  the  p(«tw- 
tion  to  muiutactnres  even  more  ufllMtusl  ihM 
it  now  is,  and  yet  remove  every  cause  cf  em- 
plaint.  Let  gentlemen  set  them  fbrth  fcroo- 
did  scrutiny.  Shall  it  be  by  exaeti^  ^  W* 
roent  of  duties  in  eaabi  ByaeyatemfrfUesMM 
to  anctioneera  t  By  aboUatung  the  aase^uMt 
of  dnties  on  minimuta  valneaf  Develop  the 
scheme,  uid  enable  us  to  judge.  Do  yon  pnftr 
attuning  your  pnrpose  by  spedfie  redoetioM  a 
datyt  On  what  articles,  tbent  to  what  ex- 
tent t  by  what  gra4pal  decrease  t  AH  «e  ds> 
rire,  to  enable  as  to  prove  oor  readinMS  lo 
accommodate  this  entangling  and  diatrsMug 
theme  of  lepslation,  ia,  that  gwieralitiM  may 
be  relinqulahed ;  that  an  unoonditional  rniw- 
der  to  the  Utopian  theory  of  free  tnds  atj 
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DDt  Iw  mroked ;  and  that  moh  modiflcatioDi  of 
ttn  aiUiig  pal{<7  ma^  b«  chalked  out  as  will 
be  ueAil  to  imr  (^ponenta  without  b^ng  dft- 
ttnietiTe  to  the  pidicj  itself. 

I  laBMO^  Hr.  FraJdent,  fajiTing  been  obliged, 
lo  tbe  dieefaaige  of  a  enppDaed  dntf ,  to  trfpfwi 
•D  toBg  apon  the  indulgent  attention  of  the 
SenttB.  I  wovld  close,  oheerfoiljr,  ud  forbear, 
in  MnfbriBitf  with  1117  original  determinatioo, 
•dnrtJag  to  107  topie  not  directly  oonnected 
wHh  tbe  enl^feet  sf  ditomnon.  One  matter, 
toverer,  haa  b«en  IneidentMUy  Introdiioed,  and 
hu,  in  truth,  been  often  vehementlj  urged 
npwi  oar  refleotian,  a»  to  whi^  I  might  be 
diMBcd  a  Uthl«M  and  mifealing  reprasentatiTe 
nre  I  to  abstain  from  ezpreanng  the  decided 
NtiM  aad  anziaDa  senlimBnto  of  the  patriotic 
tooimuti^  who  tent  me  here. 

Sir,  I  hare  aothing  m  mnoh  and  eo  deeply  at 
hMT^  u  t^  maintenance  of  the  harmonj  and 
perprtnilT  of  this  Union.  Whatever  may  bo 
.1.  ^  ^^^  icreeonciUUe  appearance  of 

o  danger  ia  to  be  apprehended,  and 
M>  aiBerenoa  ean  be  e<»tenined,  while  the 
prMarratiiNi  of  oor  oonstitntion,  and  the  good 
«f  tbe  eonatrf,  are  tta  leading  and  paramoont 
otjecti  of  oa  alL  If  there  be  any — certain]; 
or — who  seek  to 
the  bonds  of  oar 
,  who  would  pot  at 
liHtrd,  In  pnranK  Of  t«mporar7  projects,  or  to 
ndilp  amiHtiow  aspirants,  the  repose  and  in- 
Mentions  of  the  repnUlc ;  wbo  contemplate 
ahiage  and  revelation ;  I  beseech  sneh  men  to 
eit«ad  tiwir  fbretasting  vision  into  the  fatnre, 
tod  to  eoofroot  pottorkf.  Let  them  be  warned, 
ij  intkipating  the  judgment  of  that  tribima]. 
Tiie  eiEitementa  of  the  daj  maj  be  gratified : 
the;  mar  delude  themselves  Into  the  belief  that 
tbej  are  laboring  to  vindicate  the  constitntion, 
n  lo  npbold  the  principles  of  bninan  liberty ; 
bnt  if  they  recklessly  involve  the  Amerioan 
people  In  Ui»  horrora,  nncertainties,  and  fatal 
wnuqnenoea  of  civil  war,  and  of  violent  dia- 
nption,  they  mast  be  content  to  receive,  aa  a 
merited  reward,  an  immortally  of  detestation. 
Thrir  party  and  paltry  pretexts  wilt  be  forgot- 
ten j  thedr  reSned  diecriminatiooe  in  theory, 
ud  their  high-wron|ht  declamation,  will  be 
forgottMi ;  even  their  virtoons  passions  will 
Maae  to  ^rtmoate  their  offisnce ;  and  all  poa- 
teitf,  straggling  in  vain  to  reoombine  the  ele- 
nmts^  and  to  rebuild  Uie  edifice  of  oar  great, 
aad  ileriona,  and  b^py  eonfederaoy-— amid  the 
deacdatiaB  of  perpMnal  oonfllota,  and  in  the 
darbwBi  <rf  aeotional  bondage — ^wiU  doom  them 
to  load,  deep,  and  everlaatlng  execration.  Let 
BO  Btin,  rir,  aeek  elevation  or  renown,  at  the 
|*i<»  of  the  National  Union  and  traoqnillity. 
Ha  win  never  find  it.  Fuling,  be  moat  raiu^ 
during  lita,  among  the  ttw  ontcaata  whom  wc 
have  yat  cngeadMod;  and  if  he  achieve  hie 
eoontry's  rata,  when  dead,  the  bnming  lava  of 
■Mvenal  hamd  will  roll  Mseing  over  bia 
gnre;  and,  though  like  "tbe  asp&ing  youth 
*bo  Scad  the  Eiaesian  dome,"  he  ihooid  ao- 


qntre  f 
Doandli 


Feidat,  March  9. 

Th«  Tariff— Btduetioa  of  Dutia. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  con* 

eideration  of  Mr.  Olat'b  rcacdntioo,  together 

with  the  amendmfnt  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 

Mr.  BoraiHa,  of  Bfaode  Island,  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  as  follows : 

The  qnesdon  befbre  ns.  as  I  take  it,  is  one  of 
expedteney.  Is  it  expedient  to  ipve  to  the  in- 
dostry  of  the  conntoy  the  market  of  the  coun- 
try, by  means  of  protecting  dntiee,  in  preference 
to  lening  that  market  open  to  Ae  eqna!  com- 
petition of  foreign  industry  withont  reatrio- 

I  know  It  has  been  urged  here,  and  ranch 
ioristed  on  elsewhere,  that  the  expediency  la 
not  the  only  qnestion ;  that  a  prior  and  para- 
monot  qaestiOQ  is,  has  Oongrees  the  power,  the 
constitntion  b]  power  to  do  this ) 

It  is  not  denied  that  Oongress  has  claimed 
and  exercised  thii  power,  fh)m  the  oommeooe- 
ment  of  tiie  Government  to  this  hour ;  that  it 
ia  now  in  practical  operation ;  and  that  never, 
till  since  1828,  has  it  been  serionsly,  If  at  all, 
qneaCioned,  by  any  party,  at  any  time. 

There  are  two  or  three  reflections,  which,  if 
duly  weighed,  I  should  think  wonld  satisfy 
every  reflecting  mind  that  Congress,  in  eier- 
dsii^  this  power,  bos  not  nsorped  nnddegoted 

If  the  power  of  taxation,  ad  IfMtum  in 
amount,  be  in  OoDgreae,  the  exercise  of  tbot 
power  most  be  discretionary  with  Congress ; 
and  whether,  in  any  givan  instance,  it  shall  be 
exercised,  or  to  what  extent  it  aholl  be  exer- 
cised, must  always  be  a  qoeeticai  of  expediency, 
and  never  can  be  a  qoeatioi     *         


!uuy, 
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tlon  as  to  the  amount  of  revenne  to  be  raised 
by  it.  That  omonnt  is  left  to  the  discretitw  of 
Oongress. 

Again:  The  regulation  of  oommerce  with 
foreign  nations  is  expressly  given  to  Congress, 
and  given  withont  restriction.  Now,  a  tariff 
of  dntiee  on  imports  is  strictly  and  literally  a 
regulation  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations ; 
and  whether  that  tariff  shall  be  higher  or  lower, 
or  what  it  sboll  be,  most  be  a  qnestion  of  expe- 
diency, and  cannot  be  a  qnestion  of  oonstitn- 
tienal  right 

Besidu,  this  power,  as  has  been  well  stated, 
and  ably  argued  W  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennesaee,  (Mr.  OmmoT,)  la  essential  to 
national  soverwgnty ;  and  to  deny  it  to  onr  Oov- 
emment,woaldM,  BO  far,  to  lay  our  country  pros< 
traio  at  tbe  feet  of  every  other  sovereignty  in  the 
world.  If  all  other  sovereignties  could  wield 
this  power  sgainst  as,  (as,  nndonbtedly,  Uiey 
nan,  and  do,)  and  we  ooald  not  wield  It  againat 
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them  itt  selMefenoe lint  the  opposition  is 

intolenble,  and  T  will  not  curj  out  the  idea, 
•nd  depict  the  oooMqaenoes. 

For  what  American,  jnstl;  prood  of  his  na- 
tion, (wnid  brook,  for  a  moiuent,  the  Idea  of  a 
crippled  and  snbordiDate  Bovereignty,  that  oonld 
not  meet  anj  other  and  everj  other  national 
BovereigDtj,  with  power  agiunat  power,  with 
prerogative  gainst  prerogatire,  as  an  eqnal ) 
National  sovereigntiea,  whatever  ma;  be  the 
form  of  the  National  Government,  have  all  the 
aame  attribut«e ;  otherwise,  thej  would  not  be 
equal  and  independent  sovereignUea.  God  for- 
bid that  this  Government  ehoold  ever  admit 
the  idea,  or  act  apon  the  idea,  of  being  en  in- 
fbrioF,  and,  therefore,  a  degraded  sovereigntj  I 
I(  then,  jon  admit  (and  who  will  den j  It  t) 
that  our  Government  may  exert  thts  power 
agunat  other  Governments,  to  vindicate  onr 
equal  and  jnat  rights,  jon  give  np  the  whole 
controTeraj ;  for  then  j<m  admit  the  existence 
of  the  power  in  the  Government.  The  power 
being  admitted,  its  exercise,  in  all  casee,  most 
be'R^nlated  by  the  discretion  of  Oongresa. 

How,  then,  I  ask,  can  it  be  contended  that, 
in  exereiang  this  power,  Oongreea  has  nanrped 
nndelegated  power  t 

I^  instead  of  wjiag  Uiis,  ;oa  rai^  ;onr  lan- 
gnage,  and  say  that  Congress,  in  fiimg  a  tariff 
of  dntiea  ou  imports,  wit£  a  view  to  oroteotion, 
has  abnsed  disoretionarj  power,  it  orings  the 
inqniry  precisely  to  what  I  stat«d  it  to  be — an 
Inquiry  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  protecting 
policy. 

And  let  it  be  reooUected  that  the  onestiofi  is 
not,  whether  a  new  policy,  and  hitnerto  un- 
known to  the  Govenunent,  shall  now  be  adopt- 
ed ;  but  whether  a  policy,  coeval  with  the 
Government  itself,  which  has  now  been  pnr- 
aned  for  forty  yeara  and  apwards,  and  witii  a 
gradnslly  increasing  intensity ;  which  ia  now 
in  the  fall  tide  of  experiment ;  with  which  in- 
terests, almost  too  vast  to  be  calonlated,  and 
hardly  to  be  conceived,  have  grown  up  and  are 
interwoven,  and  on  which  they  are  dependent 
— the  qnestion  now  is,  whether  this  policy  shall 
be  continued,  or  shall  be  abuidoned.  Thongh 
this  is  really  the  qnestion ;  thongh  these  oon- 
iqderations  carry  with  them  on  imposing  weight 
towards  settling  this  qnestion ;  yet  I  am  not 
willing  to  rest  it,  and  leave  it  to  be  decided  on 
these  considerations:  for  I  am  convinced  that 
the  policy  is  the  tme  policy  of  this  conntry  . 
and  that,  if  it  had  never  been  adopted,  it  ought 
now  to  be  adopted;  that  we  are  invited 
to  it  by  other  considerations,  that  are  irresist- 
ible. 

No  State  ever  became  great  by  its  policy,  bnt 
by  a  steady  and  persevering  porsnit  of  that 
policy ;  and  wonderfal  is  the  efBoacy  of  snch 
steadiness  and  perseverance.  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  a  few  instances. 

Great  Britain  owes  her  astonishing  opnlt 
and  power  to  this  steadineaa  of  porsnit.    It  Is 
now  abont  two  hnndred  years  unce  she  began 
ia  eameet  the  policy  of  aeonring  to  bar  own 
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(ndnstry  the  monopoly  of  her  own  markets; 
and  never  for  a  moment  has  she  idaied  in  Um 
least  fWim  the  pnnrait  of  that  pdiey.  It  is- 
Tolved  her  in  one  war ;  bnt  no  roree  withont, 
complaint,  no  clamors  within,  ever  induced 
--  her  part  any,  the  least  wavering,  in  the  pn^ 
suit.  The  astonishing  results,  I  have  Jmt  now 
^ven.  Other  nations  have  not  profiled  equally 
>y  the  policy,  only  becauee  Uiey  have  ftiicd  k 
equal  Bteadineas  in  the  pvranit.  Vilh  thai, 
the  policy  has  been  fioctnating;  KeoetiraM 
porsned,  and  somelimM  abudoned,  and  iwn«- 
timea  relaxed  into  a  "Jadioou  tariff."  It  is 
hence  that  they  have  been  thrown  to  much  in 
the  rear  of  Great  Britain.  Bnt  their  ^ei  are 
now  opened ;  the  scales  have  Allen  frotn  IbuD,- 
they  are  wide  awake  to  the  impfxtaiwe  of  lliii 
policy ;  and  Great  Britain  can  no  longer  dthds 
them  with  the  fine  thecvy  of  her  Adam  Boitb, 
which  she  recommends  to  tham,  but  refn£ttM 
for  herself. 

Agun :  Ancient  Rome  waa  onee  an  IneoBsd- 
erable  village,  on  the  hanks  of  the  Tiber,  lilt 
village  reai^  ittelf  Into  a  vast  cmiMTe,  eiiibn»- 
ing  the  fhirest  porticHis  of  the  habitable  glota ; 
Ktendin^  on  one  line,  (as  the  poet  exp«Ms  it,) 
"  A  GadiboB  nsqoa 
Anroram  et  Oaagen : " 
from  Oadii  to  Aurora  and  the  Ganges;  "m 
the  other,  troro  the  bnmiog  deaert  of  Lytns  to 
the  Danube  and  the  Rhine — an  eiopire  of  wliith 
all  present  France  was  bat  a  prorisce,  u>d 
Great  Britain  bnt  an  appendage  of  ^lat  jwo*- 
inoe.  In  Europe,  In  ^a,  in  Africa,  ib«  aiw 
her  eagles,  like  the  ddwates  of  her  Jove,  bear 
her  thunders  in  trinmph  otct  their  sat^ogilcd 
and  trembling  nations.     Bow  is  tbia  {irodigr 


I That  amlnUoaa  \ ..--,-  r--r-- 

herself  the  aoqnintion  of  militaiy  pow*T,iad 
nothing  else — 

"Hd  Ubi  emnt  artea ;  pacis  que  laipoiiire  motcm, 
Parcere  subjeetls,  et  debeUue  niperboi : " 

and  the  whole  scheme  of  h«  polli?  bad  itfa- 
ence  to,  and  was  otmoentNed  bn,  tiat  letdiig 
object ;  and  that  policy  waa  ateadily,  and  un- 
waveringly, and  exolnrively,  pnrsued,  tor  ••»* 
hnndred  years.  The  aame  policy  that  P*'!'* 
sively  naroA  op  this  gigantic  power  •^'>'' Ijt 
world,  afterwards  sostained  it  over  the  wand 
for  another  seven  hondrec'  yeara.  Tb«  P"^ 
and  the  poUoy  fell  together.  Bome  reoHan 
invincible,  till  corroptioa,  after  having  '"* 
nmphed  over  every  thing  else,  came  at  la*  » 
trinmph  over  her  mUitary  inslitntioas-lMn 
Rome  fell,  and  avenged  the  omquend  vand 
with  her  own  miaidal  hand. 

Bat  the  moat  interesting  inataim(rf!h»«B- 
cacy  of  this  steadineaa  of  pnnnit  was  j^"" 'J 
the  city  of  Athens;  the  roost  iotereitjift  »■ 
cansetbeotjeotwasmoetso.  From  the  tail>^ 
times,  Athens  aspired  to  litwatore  and  i» 
elegant  arts.  They  were  taaie,  McntesqiuM 
remarks,  a  direct  and  leadmg  ol^eet  mtb  a* 
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OoTenmeDt ;  aingjiilar  in  thU  respect,  tnd  dif- 
fering ^m  eveij  other.  B7  a  rteulj  pursuit 
of  ue  pcdioj  sd^ted  with  a  view  to  this  end, 
tte  dty  of  Atheos  became  snoti  a  monament  of 
Uie  arte,  that  sTon  her  imperfeot  and  ditqii- 
dated  remains  are  at  this  auj  the  wonder  of 
tbe  world.  That  splendors,  then,  must  she 
liave  emitted  in  the  daj  of  her  sptendor  1 
When,  in  her  f^hneas,  she  met  the  morning 
■on,  and  reflected  bank  a  rival  glory  1  When 
the  WW  full  of  the  masterpieoee  of  genius  in 
srerr  art-'Oreations,  that  were  said  to  have 
eulled  in  the  human  mind  the  ideae  of  the 
dirinitieB  themselves!  The  fervid  eloquence 
«r  Demosthenes  failed,  nnequsl  to  the  task  to 
do  jiHtiee  to  those  immortal  splendors,  when 
empIoTed,  as  it  oocadoDallr  wu,  for  that  pnr- 
MM,  in  bis  ftddreaHS  to  the  Athenian  pec^le. 
It  was  by  the  ateadf  porsnit  of  the  same  |>ol- 
kj,  tbst  their  literary  wwka  of  every  kind 
(ind  in  every  kind  they  were  extremely  no- 
meraos}  came  to  be  eqouly  the  maaterpieoes  of 
human  genins;  and  bung  more  diSued,  and 
impaired  by  the  ii^uries  of  Ume,  than  the 

nenta  of  the  arts,  they  w^re,  and 

«  the  wooden  of  the  world.    They 


IT  surpass  them ;  while  others  have  never 
hem  able  to  equal  them.  Now,  what  baa  been 
ILe  effect  I  LitenUnre  and  the  arts  have  gath- 
ered around  that  dty  a  charm  that  was,  and  is, 
felt  by  all  mankind;  which  no  distanoe,  no 
time,  oan  dispel.  No  scholar,  of  any  age  or 
dine,  but  bos  nude  (ia  &ncy,  at  least)  B  pil- 
grimige  to  its  shore ;  there  to  call  aroond  him 
tba  shadea  of  their  mighty  dead,  whose  minds 
rtill  live,  and  delight  and  astonish  in  their  im- 
mortal woi^  It  is  emphatically  the  city  of 
the  heart,  where  the  afieotions  delight  to  dwell ; 
tbs  green  spot  of  the  earth,  where  the  hncy 
loves  to  linger.  How  poor  is  brnte  force — 
evta  the  most  magnificeut,  even  the  Romui — 
compared  to  the  empire  of  mind,  to  which  all 
other  miuds  pay  their  voluntary  homage !  Her 
liteiatore  and  her  arts  ooqnirM  to  Atbeos  this 
tmpire,  which  her  remuns  still  preserve,  and 
ilvtfs  will  preserve.  In  contemplating  the 
"'"'  1  of  her  literary 


OalTit 


P««t  and  profound  writer  oould  not  forbear 
Mjing,  "  that  it  seemed  a  providential  event,  m 
ioDttt  of  hnman  nature,  to  show  to  what 
ftetion  the  speiuee  migfat  ascend." 
ptovidsBtial,  if  yon  please— as  every  event  is, 
ui  mme  eeose,  provideatial — but  it  was  the 
effect  of  ortifieial  causes,  as  much  so  as  the  mil- 
itary power  c^  the  Romans ;  it  was  the  effect 
of  a  pcdiey,  early  adopted,  and  always  after- 
*irds  stMdily  pomeo.  I  know  the  opinion 
that  ascribes  all  this  to  a  peculiar  fUicity  of  na- 
tee,    Hwace,  I  know,  says — 

"Oniii  logndnm ;  Orsils  dedit  ore  rotnodo 
Xua  loqoi ;  prater  laadem  nultini  avaris." 

But  what  gave  them  that  absorbing  avarice 
<^&me?    It  was  infused  into  Uiem  by  their 


itistitutjons ;  it  was  that  one  universal  senti- 
ment, generated  by  thoee  institutions;  and 
what  he  calls  the  gift  of  genius,  bestowed  by 
the  muses,  was  the  o«MnmoD  mind,  exalted  and 
refined  by  the  operstim  and  force  of  the  some 
institutions.  It  was  theae  which  had  refined 
an  Athenian  mob,  as  the  Athenian  people  are 
—  itimee  called,  into  an  audience  of  critical 


conAnmlty  to  the 

^Direments  of  that  taste, 
inch  is  the  wonderM  efficacy  of  steadiness 
of  pursuit,  (as  we  have  seen  displayed  in  those 
instances,)  by  a  nation  punning  national  olgecte 
by  adequate  means. 

Bnt  to  return  to  this  protecting  policy.  It 
seems  to  me  strange,  pusing  strange,  that  en- 
lightened, and  reneating,  and  patriotic  men 
should  doubt  the  expediency  of  this  policy  for 
our  conntry,  or  be  oold  in  the  pursuit.  But 
the  bitter  hostility  it  mcountera  from  such 
men,  is  to  me  nstonishiitt ;  It  paiales  and  con- 
founds me  when  I  wonld  aoeonnt  for  it.    But 


ing  on  their  own  chimeras ;  ao  irrational,  so 
visionary,  it  appears  to  me,  to  impute  any  dis- 
tress that  may  exist,  in  any  part  of  our  coun- 
try, to  this  policy  as  its  oonse.  It  appears  to 
me  like  the  luunity  that  mistakes  a  friend  for  a 
foe,  and  under  that  ddnsion  is  fatally  bent  on 
destroying  that  friend. 

We  have  on  ample  revenue  trwa  imports,  an 
increasing  revMue  from  imports,  and  made  so 
by  this  very  policy ;  noincmnbered  with  debt, 
or  soon  to  be  disencumbered;  ample  for  our 
civil  list ;  onmle  for  all  the  works  of  external 
defence,  and  all  works  of  internal  improvement 
— works  called  for  by  oil  the  interests  of  the 
conntry — works  that  would  ooet  the  Govern- 
ment nothing  bnt  the  advance  of  the  capital,  to 
be  again  retomed  to  the  Treaaory  with  interest 
— works  that  would  reimborse  tiiemselves,  ten 
times  told,  in  the  increased  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try thereby.  And  this  policy,  fkim  which  this 
ample  and  increasing  revenne  springe,  as  fIrtHn 
a  perenoiol  fonntun,  is  to  ba  abandoned ;  not 
Bospended,  bnt  abanduoed,  now  and  forever! 
The  idea  of  improving  the  condition  of  the 
country  for  intereooTsa  is  to  be  abandoned  now 
and  forever,  at  least,  so  for  as  this  Oovem- 
ment  is  to  be  concerned.  The  depreciation, 
the  loss,  the  miu,  as  to  works  of  this  kind,  now 
In  being  or  progress,  whether  by  States  or  in- 
dividuals, which  wlU  be  involved  in  the  aban- 
dooment  of  this  policy  as  its  necessary  oonse- 
qaence ;  the  final  bar,  as  another  necessary 
consequence  of  snoh  abandonment,  to  further 
like  enterprises,  either  by  States  or  individuals; 
the  entire  and  the  eternal  loss  of  this  wbo1« 
object  to  our  conntry,  are  disregarded,  and 
treated  as  trifles  light  as  air.  This  ample  rev- 
enue— ample  for  all  the  purposes  indicated,  and 
ample  for  the  further  purpose  of  laying  those 
foundations  which,  it^dne  time,  would  make 
this  country  as  illnatnons  in  mind,  and  its  im- 
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mortal  productions  u  pre-eminent  for  phTsiul 
reaouroM  and  prosperons  condltioD— thts  ample 
revenne,  that  does  not  bear  upon  the  oonnb? 
with  the  weight  of  a  feather — that  is  not  felt 
by  the  people  as  a  barden,  more  than  the  ur 
the;  breathe,  U  to  be  abandoned,  and  for  what) 
To  favor  foreign  industry,  at  the  oipenseof  our 
own :  fbr,  whatever  may  be  intended,  this  wilt 
be  the  effect.  The  Bdmolai  it  givee  to  onr  in- 
dustry, and  the  inoreaBed  profits  of  that  indas- 
try,  make  the  anpposed  bnrdeo  merely  imsg- 
iaary.  Beeidea,  ttie  necesMry  effect  of  the 
policy  is  to  reduce  prioea ;  this  is  not  denied, 
nor  can  it  be ;  bnt  it  is  said  the  effect  is  not  im- 
mediate. Tn  legislation,  are  we  to  look  only  to 
the  present  moment  and  immedi^«  effect  t  Is 
tba  Slate  1^  being  of  a  dayt  Have  we  not 
ohildren  to  oome  after  as  I  WQl  they  not  have 
otdldren  to  ocoue  after  them  t  Have  those  who 
are  to  descend  from  us  no  claim  to  onr  provi- 
dence for  their  goodf  The  patriot  UMeansa 
Acti  for  the  State,  and  with  reference  to  the 
bang  and  the  well  being  of  the  State,  now  and 
hereafter — for  a  long  hereafter — and  in  the 
hope  of  a  never-ending  hereafter.  Are  we,  as 
patriot  statesraen,  tn  order  to  avoid  a  sllgfat 
and  transient  bnnlen  to  oorselvM,  (if  it  be  one,) 


Vbdxisdat.  March  ?. 
Apportionment  Sili. 

The  Senate  resnmed  theconsideratioii  of  this 
bill — the  qnestiou  being  on  the  amendment 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  WaasraB. 

[The  main  ol^ect  of  the  amendment  is  urn- 
ply  to  approiimate  more  nearly  to  an  equitable 
representation,  by  giving  to  each  State,  having 
a  fraction  exceeding  a  moiety  of  the  ratio  rep- 
resentation, one  additional  member.] 


Tbubsiut,  ICaich  8. 
Apportionment  Sill. 

The  bill  was  then  again  taken  np,  together 
with  the  mbetitnte  offered  by  Mr.  WxesTxa, 
and  tba  motion  of  Ur.  Forsxth  to  strike  out 
fh>m  the  aabstitule  the  claose  providing  for  the 
representation  of  fractions. 

Mr.  Clittov  contended  that  no  apportdon- 
me«t  bill  had  ever  paased^bich  did  not,  in 
e^L  represent  fractions.  The  billof  1792,  re- 
jected by  President  WaabiDgton,  represented 
fractions,  and  was  rejected  solely  on  the  gronnd 
tiiat  it  ^ve  more  than  one  representative  for 
each  thirty  thousand  to  several  of  the  States. 
The  rnle  applied  to  that  hill  most  have  been 
this:  that  tlie  representation  of  each  State 
ehoald  bear  to  the  whole  number  of  repreaenta- 
tivea  the  same  proportion  which  the  represent- 
ative popnlation  of  each  State  bore  to  Uie  pop- 
ulation of  tbeOniled  States.   By  that  bill.  New 


Hampshire  had  five  members,  and  was  entitled 
to  bnt  fonr:  Massachnsetta  bad  rizteen,  but 
was  entitled  to  only  fifteen,  and  had  a  fraetioo 
of  seventy-seven  hundredths :  Delaware  «m 
entitled  to  but  one  by  the  rnle,  with  a  frsct'm 
of  eigbt'tenths,  but  had  two  members  by  th« 
bill,  &c.  Gentlemen  say  the  bill  ws*  re- 
jected because  fractions  were  represented  by 
the  bill.  Qeneral  Washington  said  there  vis 
no  common  diviaor,  or  ratio,  qtfdied  to  the  bill 
He  found  no  proportion,  no  equality  in  the  bilL 
There  whs,  in  &ct,  no  poswble  common  dinsar. 
which  would  give  the  reeulta  of  that  bill ;  and 
this  was  a  fair  gronnd  of  oti)ection.  Bitl,  by  tba 
bill  which  General  Washington  did  ngn,  fns- 
tions  were,  in  fact,  represented.  The  wbola 
number  of  representatives,  without  fractioBS, 
giveD  by  the  bill,  was  but  ninety-five,  and  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  was  compoaed  vt  eoa 
hundred  ana  five.  It  was  not  true  that  say 
President  ever  declared  that  repreeentofion  by 
fi-actiona  was  unconatitntional.  The  nait  bill, 
which  was  approved  by  President  JeStnoa, 
was  drawn  npon  the  very  same  principle  with 
that  now  anbmitted  by  the  resolution  of  tU 
Senator  from  Maaaachusetts.  The  ssme  ratio 
adopted  in  1792  was  continued  in  180S.  B< 
showed  that,  by  this  biU  of  1802,  eigbt  or 
ten  States  got  each  one  member  mote  tua  tba 
role  entitied  them  to.  Georgia  bad  four  mm- 
bers  by  the  bill,  end  was  entitled  by  the  nil* 
to  only  three,  with  a  lai^  fraction ;  sod  jet 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  now  says  that  the 
representation  of  fractions  is  unconatitutioTui 
The  third  apportionment  bill,  which  was  ap- 
proved by  Hr.  Uadtson,  also  allowed  represen- 
tations for  fractions.  The  ratio  assumed  by  tbt 
House  was  thirty-seven  Ihonsand.  It  wss  re- 
jected in  the  Senate,  on  the  ground  that  it  vu 
unequal  in  its  operation,  giving  an  undue  ad- 
vantage to  the  toiler  States.  The  Senate  did 
not  consider  themselves  bound  by  the  dedaiua 
of  the  House.  They  undertook  to  do  jwtice. 
They  put  the  ratio  at  SG.QOO,  and  increased  tba 
number  fhim  170  to  189.  Ur,  C.  then  showed 
that  several  States,  by  that  bill,  had. got  one 
more  member  than  the  rule  of  appoKioDmnt 
entitled  them  to.  Georgia  again  was  eutiiled 
to  butfive  membera,  witn  afkaotion  of  leventy- 
three  hundredths,  bnt  ahe  got  dx  members  by 
the  bill.  The  Senate  objected  to  tbe  bill  from 
the  House  on  tbe  veir  grounds  which  are  now 
urged  against  the  bill  nefore  na,  and  tbe  biH, 
as  amended  by  tbe  Senate,  was  finally  pawed 
Ur.  0.  then  went  on  to  show  that  tbe  appor- 
tionment bill  of  162S,  signed  by  Ur.  Uoniee, 
gave  repreaentativea  for  fractions.  Georgiaigvn 
bad  one  more  representative  by  the  bill  ihss  Iba 
rule  of  apportionment  entitied  her  to ;  and  sev- 
eral other  States  a  similar  proportioD.  Under  tba 
bill  now  before  ue,  sent  to  ua  troia  tbe  Hooso, 
the  appoi'tionmeot  was,  he  contended,  growly 
unequal  andu^jnst.  It  allowed  representative^ 
in  several  cases,  for  small  fractions,  and  reAMa 
them  to  very  larBe  fractiona.  This  resohed 
fc™,  .1,. ipUon  of  an  arbilrary  diTJHt; 


fhim  the  a 
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vbieh  gave  ft  reaolt  bvorable  to  the  large  States, 
iDdopprawiTetotheimftU  Stfttea.  He  went  on 
to  give  niaQj  ■tatements  in  sapport  of  this 
pMitioD.     The  objection  to  the  bill,  reeolting 


iDpersble ;  and  he  could  not 

hov  honorttble  gentlemen  conld,  hj  any  mathe- 
matical or  metaphyBical  SDbtletf,  reconcile  It 
to  tfaeir  tease  ot  justice  and  propriety.  New 
Tork,  by  the  rule  of  proportion,  was  entitled 
to  thirty-eight  members.  The  bill  gives  her 
fortj.  She  had  those  two  r^resentatives 
witboDt  constitoenU  at  home,  who  were  the 
wople  whom  those  two  tnembers  represented  t 
Where  iid  they  reride?  The  member  from 
Delairare  is  chosen  by78,OOOfteemen-,  and  he, 
their  representative,  sits  hy  the  ride  of  two 
■ttemiiers  who  represent  nobody.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  calUnpon  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  support  the  bilL  I  call,  said  Mr.  0.,  upon 
Bonth  Carolina,  npon  Dlinoia,  npon  all  the  small 
Btates,  to  help  me  in  opposition  to  those  lar^^e 
SUtei;  for  tliey  are  all  small  In  eomparison 
»ith  those  two  States— New  York  and  Vir- 
linii.  Bat  he  remembered  the  time  when 
Yirginla,  too,  stood  by  the  small  States,  in  the 
contest  for  eqnal  representation,  against  the 
wramption  of  the  large  States ;  he  referred  to 
the  eoorse  of  Heesrs.  Giles  and  Brent  in  ISll, 
in  relation  to  the  apportJontnent  bill  in  that 
year  piued.  The  hard  bearing  of  the  bill 
npoa  the  new  States  he  next  oon^dered.  His- 
aonri  was  left  with  a  ftactioa  of  siz-tenths, 
vhile  Tennessee  had  one  member  for  a  smaller 
fraction.  This  injostice  arose  from  the  arbitrary 
sunmption  of  the  number  of  the  Honse,  and 
the  aisnmption,  at  the  same  time,  of  on  arbi- 
trary divisor.  Mr.  0.  went  into  several  state- 
menu  to  show  that  this  mode  of  apportionment 
mrntt  necessarily  operate  to  accnmnlaCe  the 
fractions  npon  the  small  StatM.  This  mode  of 
apportionment  was  adopted  for  the  benefit  of 
we  large  States;  and  as  long  as  the  Senate 
nlTen  them  to  continne  it,  they  will  have  an 
sdriuitBge  over  the  small  States  in  the  popular 
Rpreaeatation.  The  Sve  large  States  had  a 
Kcresentation  of  121  members,  bnt  were  en- 
tiued  only  to  a  representation  of  118  members. 
The  nineteen  smaller  States,  with  a  popnlation 
of  £32,000  more  than  that  of  the  larger  States, 
had  oiJy  119  representatives,  bnt  were  entitled 
to  132  members.  After  some  other  remarks, 
Mr.  0.  concluded  by  invoking  the  aid  of  the 
imaU  Btatea  in  the  support  of  the  rights  of  the 
small  States.  He  hoped  they  woula  send  the 
bill  back  to  the  Honse^  as  the  bill  of  1812  was 
Knt  back ;  and,  if  the  Honse  ot^ected  to  it,  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  insist  npon  their 
uneadment,  as  the  Senate  did  in  1S12. 

Mr.  FoBorra  replied  briefly  tothe  Senatorfrom 
Delaware,  iDsistrng  that  he  had,  to  make  oat 
lus  proposition,  assumed  what  he  onghtto  have 
proved — that  bis  role  of  apportionment  was  the 
rule  which  the  constitntion  required.  The 
State  of  Georgia,  in  his  view  of  the  rule,  had 
aivsjs  had    a  large  fraotion  unrepreseDted: 


and  the  role  by  which  the  gerttleman  would 
represent  that,  was  altogether  arbitrary.  If 
the  application  of  80,000  as  a  common  ratio,  in 
lT9a,  wiu  eonstitntlonol,  then  the  similar 
application  of  a  higher  ratio  at  this  time  was 
consUtntional.  The  State  which  he  repre- 
sented had  no  particular  interest  in  this  matter. 
Her  number  of  representatives  wonld  be  the 
same  under  the  amendment  as  under  the  bill. 
He  had  listened  to  the  arguments  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  with  a  disposition  to  be  con- 
vinced ;  bnt  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  representation  of  fractions  was  unoonstitu- 

Mr.  Hatnk  had,  be  add,  liatened  attentively 
to  the  argument  on  both  sides,  bat  he  now 
found  a  dimoalty.  He  had,  at  one  time,  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. But  he  had  been  strock  by  the  arga- 
ment,  that,  nnder  the  apportionment  proposed 
in  the  bill  from  the  House,  fractions  were  rep- 
resented. Now  if  fractions  wure  to  be  repre- 
sented at  all,  be  thought  the  most  equitable 
mode  of  representing  them  was  that  presented 
in  the  bill.  He  wished  the  Senate  to  fix  its 
attention  npon  this  fact:  New  York  has  more 
than  one-sixth  of  the  whole  representatives,  hut 
she  has  less  than  one-sixth  part  of  the  whole 

Eopnlation.  If  so,  she  has  a  representative  for 
er  fraotion.    He  wished  to  see  this  view  met. 


Fbtoat,  March  9. 
Apportiotmtent  SiU, 

This  bill  being  again  taken  np, 

Mr.  Siuan  s^d  Uiat,  the  flrst  oljection  which 
be  shonid  make  to  this  bill,  was,  that  It  re- 
dnced  the  representation  of  some  of  the  parent 
States  to  fonr  less  than  it  then  was,  by  depriv- 
ing each  of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachnsetts,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  of  a  portion 
of  their  present  representation. 

Another,  and  stronger  objection  to  the  bill 
waa,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  it  caused  a  most  nneqnal 
distribution  of  the  nnrapresentod  fractions,  as 
be  wonld  endeavor  to  show  by  some  statements 
which,  he  believed,  had  not  been  presented  by 
any  one  who  bad  preceded  him  in  this  debate, 
and  as  snpplementary  to  some  of  those  which 
had  been  presented  by  others, 

Mr.  8.  said  that  the  whole  population  to  be 
represented  wasll,928,731,  whinh,  at  a  ratio  of 
47,700,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  woald  give 
S60  representatives  and  a  fraotion  of  8,781. 
That  the  nnmber  of  representatives  proposed  by 
the  bill  was  240,  with  an  aggregate  fraction  of 
480,781;  that  thiBoggregBtefraction  was  eqnal 
to  four  per  cent,  of  the  whole  popnlation  to  be 
represented :  that  the  aggregate  fraction  of  the 
six  New  England  States,  npon  their  popnlation, 
was  about  seven  and  one-tiiird  per  cent.,  while 
the  fractions  of  all  the  other  States  than  those 
of  New  England  was  only  three  and  one-third 
per  cent. ;  and  the  fractiona  of  eleven  of  the 
States,  having  17S  of  the  240  representatives, 
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and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  popuU- 
tdon,  wu  only  abont  one  ood  tbree-foorths  per 
cent.:  that  these  eleTenStat£8,withftpopnlAtion 
of  e,49T,936,  and  175  representatives,  have  frao- 
tions  of  only  1S0,4S0,  while  the  eix  New  Eng- 
land Stat«a,withapopa]ationof  only  1,B64,SS4, 
and  88  representatives,  (less  than  one-foarth 
the  popnlatioQ,  aod  but  little  over  ooe-fifth  the 
representation  of  those  eleven  States,)  have 
fractions  to  the  amoDnt  of  143,064;  and  three 
adjoininff  Vew  Enf^and  Stataa,  viz :  N'ew 
Eampshire,  Uaasachusetts,  and  Yennont,  with 
a  population  of  1,160,890,  and  22  representa- 
tdvea,  have  fractions  to  the  amoont  of  110,990, 
ver]*  nearly  one-tenth  of  their  whole  popula- 
tion, besides  losing  two  of  their  present  repre- 
sentation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  8.,  I  know  that  an  inequality  of 
these  fractions  cannot  be  entirely  avoided ;  bnt 
I  donbt  if  another  ratio  can  be  devised,  which 
will  impose  upon  any  six  oontignons  States  of 
the  Union,  or  npon  any  six  States  that  are  not 
oontignons,  and  that  have  a  population  of  about 
two  millions,  sach  an  ineqnality  as  is  imposed 
by  this  bill,  npon  the  sii  New  England  States. 

Ur.  S.  proceeded  to  state  that  the  average 
number  of  oonstitnents  represented  by  each  of 
the  175  delegatesfromthoseeleven  States  would 
be  48,569 ;  the  average  nnmber  by  each  of  the 
808  delegates  from  eighteen  States  would  be 
40,877 ;  while  the  average  nnmber  represented 
by  eaoh  of  the  86  delegates  from  tiie  six  New 
England  States  would  be  61,480.  That,  nnder 
tiie  provlrions  of  this  bill,  the  seven  States  of 
Virginia,  Uarylaod,  Delaware,  New  Jeteey, 
Twmont,  Haasachnsetts,  and  New  Hampshire, 
vill  not  only  lose  four  repreaentativea,  bnt  will 
have  fractious  appert«ning  to  their  remaining 
68  representatives,  to  the  amoont  of  319,490, 
equal  to  an  exoesa  of  8,707  to  each  representa- 
tive—  while  seven  other  States,  via:  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Georgia,  Kentnoky,  Ten- 
nessee, Indiana,  and  Rhode  Island,  with  112 
repreeentativea,  have  fractions  of  only41,i3G, 
or  an  ezoeas  of  only  889  to  each  representative, 
being  leas  than  one-tenth  of  the  excess  to  be 
represented  by  eaeh  of  the  S8  delegates  from 
the  other  seven  States:  that  Vermont,  with 
only  6  representatives,  would  have  a  larger 
fraction  than  the  seven  States  last  named,  with 
112  representatives:  that  Feonaylvania,  with 
28  representatives,  would  have  a  fraction  of 
18,472;  Eentncky,  Tennessee,  and  lUiode 
Island,  with  2S  representative^  woold  have 
firaotions  totbe  amonntot 8,789;  bntVermont, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Jer- 
sey, with  the  same  nnmber  of  representativea, 
(36,)  would  have  fractions  to  tne  amoant  of 
144,712:  that  the  State  of  New  Tork,  with  a 
population  of  1,916,628,  would  Lave  40  repre- 
aentatives;  while  the  New  England  States, 
with  a  population  of  1,954,684,  would  have  bnt 
88  representativea,  with  a  population  39,061 
less,  New  York  would  have  a  representation  of 
two  members  more  tium  the  six  New  England 
States.    The  State  of  New  York  would  have 


one-sixth  part  of  the  whole  r^reaentatioD  d 
the  Union,  with  69,544  leea  than  oae«iihof 
its  population.  The  16  membera  from  Ver- 
mont, New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  and  Uis- 
sonri,  Mr.  B.  said,  woold  have  ap  excess  ot 
141,724,  or,  7,678  to  each  member;  while  the 
00  members  from  New  York,  Penoeylvania, 
Georjpa,  and  Kentncky,  would  have  an  eioess 
of  only  25,838,  or  281  to  eaoh  member;  the 
average  number  of  constitnenta  to  the  fiist  18 
members  being  65,578,  and  to  the  otber  H 
members  only  47,981. 

It  will  be  seen,  aaid  Mr.  S.,  that  a  diviiioD 
of  the  fractions  of  the  seven  States  of  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
MisstTuri,  Mississippi,  and  Lonisana,  amongst 
their  34  members,  will  give  to  each  of  tbwa 
members  a  fraction  very  nearly  as  large  as  that 
of  the  whole  New  York  delegation  at  44  mem- 
twrs ;  the  84  members  from  those  seven  Statea 
have  fractions  to  the  amount  of  218,218,  pro- 
portionable to  which  the  fraction  to  die  40 
members  from  New  York  should  be  865,8(8, 
whereas  it  was  only  10,628,  Thus,  whUe  tbe 
average  nnmber  of  oooBtitQents  represented  by 
each  of  the  40  inembers  from  New  York  wiQ 
be  47,968,  the  average  number  represented  by 
eaoh  of  the  24  members  from  the  other  sevea 
Stales  will  be  66,664;  and  the  number  repre- 
sented by  the  member  from  Ddaware  will  be 
76,438. 

The  whole  representative  popnlation  of  the 
Union,  aaid  Mr.  a,  is  11,026,781:  one-half  ot 
which  is  6,964,866. 

The  five  States  of  New  York,  Fennsylvsnia, 
Virginia,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  with  a  pt^nla- 
tion  of  5,947,644,  being  16,521  lesa  Uian  o»- 
half  of  the  whole  population,  are  entitled,  by 
the  providona  of  the  bill,  to  121  of  the  S40 
memWs  of  which  the  House  of  Representatins 
is  to  be  composed ;  while  the  other  nineteea 
States,  with  16,521  over  a  moiety  of  the  wbcie 
population,  are  entitled  to  bnt  119  of  tiie  240 
members — giving  to  a  minority  <tf  the  popnls- 
tion  a  nugority  of  Ue  representation,  and  to  a 
m^ority  of  the  population  only  a  mmorityttf 
that  representation. 

The  six  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvanis, 
Ohio,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  North  Osre- 
lina,  with  a  population  of  8  089,351,  being 
134,986  over  one-half  of  the  whole  populsti^ffi, 
are  entitied  by  the  bill  to  128  members,  leaving 
a  popnlation,  in  the  other  Statea,  of  but  1M,9SC 
less  than  one-half  tbe  whole  popolatioo,  sod 
entitled  to  118,  with  only  114  members. 

Can  QiU,  said  Mr.  S.,  be  called  a  representa- 
tion "  ^portioned  amongst  the  several  States 
according  to  their  respective  numbers!"  He 
thought  It  could  not,  and  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  so  amended  as  to  approximate  somavkst 
nearer  to  such  a  representation  than  it  then  did, 
before  it  received  the  sanction  of  that  body. 
Touching  the  constitutionality  of  tbe  bill,  or  of 
any  amendment  which  had  been,  or  wbieb 
might  be,  offered  to  it,  Mr.  8.  sud  he  had  but 
a  Bui^e  remark  to  make,  which  was  thia— tkst 
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Iw  had  preTionalj  belieTed,  and  had  become 

ud  more  twiflrmed  in  the  belief  tliet  by 

n^ardiog  fractiooa  we  ahoold  approach  madi 


more  and  more  cooflrmed  in  the  belief  that  b< 
'ding  fractiooa  we  ahoold  approach  mad 
IT  to  aocb  a  representation  u  is  prewribed 


teuer  to  aocb  a  representation  u  is  prewnbed 
ij  tbe  comtitntion,  than  bj  diareffaraing  them. 
Hr.  Whiti,  of  Teoneasee,  aaid  the  proposition 
now  before  tbe  Senate  waa,  whether  that  part  of 
tbe  tabetitnte  of  the  Senator  fix>m  If aaaachosett^ 


tUng  more  ehonld  eDg^ast  Itself  to  his  mind 
ths  sobject,  he  ihoDldoetermine  that  the  repre- 
Motation  of  fraotions,  aa  anch,  waa  nneonatita- 
tioiuL  The  natural  coarse  by  which  the  repre- 
Hatitivee  were  to  be  apportioned,  waa  to  aa- 
ave  a  convenient  namber  for  the  House,  and 
then  to  adopt  a  common  divisor,  by  which  the 
number  of  representativea  trom  each  8tat« 
sboaEd  he  ascertained.  Tbe  divisor  wonld  be 
uoertaiaed,  after  experiment,  and  chosen  in 
rrferecee  to  it*  eqnal  operation  on  the  leveral 
Slatea.  The  object  to  be  attained  is  to  t>e  made 
1  Just  apportionment.  If  ajnat  l^portionment 
Iw  Utained,  it  is  of  no  conseqaence  what  is  the 
procesa  taken;  hot  whatever  role  700  adopt, 
mwi  be  one  which  applies  to  the  respective 
nnmben  of  each  State.  To  the  mle  proposed 
br  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetts,  he  objected 
that  it  wu  not  an  eqnal  rale,  applicaMe  to 
each  State,  and  operating  in  like  manner  npon 
cieh  Sute.  The  role  gives  an  additional  mem- 
ber to  each  of  the  twelve  m^or  fractions,  and 
•ittihold*  it  from  the  twelve  mioor  fractions. 
Vhu  one  State  guna  the  gentleman  says  truly 
another  8lat«  loses,  and,  therefore,  l^e  States 
hinng  the  mqjor  fractiqne  have  the  fall  benefit 
of  the  aggregate  minor  fractions.  It  was  the 
wmeddplBn,  presented  in  a  new  shape,  which, 
forty  years  ago,  was  repudiated  as  anoonstitn- 
tiomd.  Eaoh  State  most  be  received  as  a  dis- 
tbct  body,  to  bo  distinctly  and  separately  rep- , 
rweoted.  The  doctrine  that  a  part  of  the 
political  power  or  representative  number  of 
me  State  could  be  transferred  to  another,  waa 
the  doctrine  of  consolidation.  This  is  the 
fifth  Ume  that  tbe  snbject  has  been  before  the 
Senate;  and  how  is  it  that  this  plan  of  repre- : 
Muting  fractions,  of  operating  npon  the  States , 
a>  a  conaolidated  body,  was  never  before  pro- 
posed! At  the  last  apportionment,  the  State 
ofSonUi  Caroiina  wonld  have  been  entitled  to 
one  more  representative,  by  lowering  the  ratio 
■dopted  only  one  or  two  hnndred;  but  her 
Smitors  did  not  soggeet  the  idea  that  this 
fruljon  onght  to  be  represented.  The  appor- 
tionDienl^  accordins  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
coDstJtation  and  form  of  the  oonfederation, 
niMt,  Bcoording  to  the  respective  nnmbers  of 
the  States,  be  oonsidered  as  distinct,  separate 
Wnntaiutiea,  Perfect  eqaality  was  not  ezpeot- 
*A;  it  was  known  to  be  unattaioable,  in  the  ap- 
portionment of  men — for  they  are  not,  like 
noney,  divisible.  It  is  trae  that  the  large 
Butes  have  an  advantage  in  the  apportionment, 
b^ctDM  their  flraction,  whatever  it  is,  must  bear 
I  l«ss  proportion  to  their  whole  number  of  rep- 


resentatives than  Uie  fractioDS  of  the  smaller 
8tat«s  to  their  number  of  represontativu.  But 
this  was  an  advantage  of  whioh  you  cannot 
deprive  the  larger  States  conatitationally. 

Mr.  SpBAOtra  spoke  in  reply  to  the  Senator 
ttom  Tenneesee,  and  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
to  amend  the  sabstitnte.  He  contended  that 
ftvctions  had,  by  every  bill,  been  substantially 
represented,  though  not  so  hy  provisions  ex- 
pressed on  the  face  of  tbe  bill ;  ttiat  such  rep- 
resentaUon  was  in  aooordanoe  with  the  spirit 
of  the  constitntion,  whioh  required  a  just  and 
eqnal  apportionment  of  representatives ;  and 
that  the  provisions  of  the  substitnte  attained 
a  greater  degree  of  equality  than  those  of  the 
on^al  hill. 


UoHDiT,  March  IS. 

Apportionment  BilL 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  eonaideratlonof  this 

bit),  with  the  amendment  thereto  offered  b^ 

Hr.  Wkbstbb,  and  the  amendment  offered  by 

Mr.  FOBSITB. 

Hr.  DioKBXsoN  said :  Coming,  as  he  did,  from 
a  State  whieh  has  severely  felt  the  nneqnal  and 
uqjust  operation  of  the  laws  heretofore  adopted, 
and  again  to  be  adopted,  if  the  present  bill 
should  pi^  f^''  spportioning  the  representatives 
of  the  United  States  among  the  several  Statea, 
it  was  his  duty  to  his  constitDeota  to  Join 
Senators  from  States  similarly  sitoated,  in  an 
effort  to  arrest,  as  for  as  practicable,  this  system 
of  oppression. 

Great  injustice  has  been  done  to  the  small 
States,  said  Mr.  D.,  in  withholding  from  tbem 
their  proper  ahare  of  power,  weight,  and  in- 
flaence,  in  the  oonncils  of  the  nation;  more 
especially  aa  it  respects  their  nnmerical  force  in 
the  Hoose  of  Representatives,  while  they  have 
been  compelled  tobeartheirDndiminishedshare 
of  public  Dardens.  The  condition  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  contrasted  with  that  of  her 
potent  neighbors.  New  York  and  Pennaylvania, 
will  pnt  this  subject  in  a  strong  point  of  view. 
In  the  apportionment  of  1810,  when  the  ratio 
was  fixed  at  86,000,  New  Jersey  had  an  onrep- 
resented  fraction  of  81,223,  while  New  York 
had  a  fraction  of  6,048,  and  Pennsylvania  a 
fraction  of  4,TT8,  added  together  amounting  to 
12,816.  The  fraction  of  New  Jersey  being 
nearly  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  together ;  while  New  York 
had  a  representation  of  27,  Pennsylvania  of  28, 
and  New  Jersey  9.  la  the  apportionment  of 
1820,  when  the  ratio  was  fixed  at  40,000,  New 
Jersey  had  a  fraction  of  34,6S1,  while  New 
York  had  a  fraction  of  8,7TS,  and  Pennaylvania 
of  9,449 ;  and  in  the  apportionment  of  1880, 
according  to  the  present  bill,  with  a  ratio  of 
47,700,  New  Jersey  had  a  fraction  of  83,632, 
while  New  York  has  a  fraction  of  9,953,  and 
Pennsylvania  of  12,052.  In  this  way  several 
States  have  suffered  nearly  us  much  as  New 
Jersey,  and  the  State  of  Delaware  mach  more. 
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And  sh&U  the  Senators  of  these  Statea  not  com- 
plun  t  Shall  thej  not  inquire  whether  the 
conBtitntion,  which  was  adopted  For  the  oom- 
tnon  beneSt  of  all,  can,  when  tairlj  oonstmed, 
BDthorue  suoh  gross  mjnstice?  And  being 
convinced  that  a  fair  constmotion  of  the  oon- 
Btitntion  would  secnre  to  them  a  mora  equal 
representation,  shall  thej  not  avail  themgalves 
of  their  strength,  in  this  body,  to  aiaert  and 
obtain  their  juat  rights? 

By  the  Constitntion  of  &e  United  States,  rep- 
resentaUon  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  ^portioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their 
respeotive  nombers.  It  ia  impossible  to  com- 
plj  strictl;  with  the  terms  of  tlie  constitution ; 
but  it  is  the  doty  of  Congress  U>  approach,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  to  a  just  apportioament  of 
representatives  as  well  om  of  taxes. 

The  plain  meaniDg  of  the  constitution  is,  that, 
of  whatever  nomber  the  popalar  branch  of 
OoDgress  shall  consist,  it  shall  be  so  divided, 
adjusted,  and  apportioned  among  the  several 
States,  that  the  representative  strength  of  each 
State  in  that  hpdy  shall  b&  as  its  actual  cc»a' 

ritive  stren^h,  measured  in  federal  numbers 
the  Union;  that  the  whole  repreaentative 
population  of  the  United  States  shall  be  to  the 
whole  Dumber  of  representatives,  as  the  repre- 
sentative population  of  any  State  shall  be  to  its 
share  of  sucn  representatives.  And  this  divi- 
rion,  adjastment,  or  apportionment,  cannot  be 
made  in  accordance  witti  the  ooustitntion,  antil 
V6  have  arrived  at  the  nearest  practical  vp- 
prozimation  to  this  principle.  And  has  this 
been  attained  in  the  bill  before  na )  It  has 
not :  on  the  contrary,  this  hill  is  a  reiteradon 
and  coatinaaljon  of  old  abuses,  which  have  be- 
come more  oppresuve  as  our  population  has  in- 
creased', and  when  the  Benotors  from  the 
States,  fueling  the  oppressive  operation  of  this 
hill,  endeavor  to  amend  it,  they  are  met  with 
the  most  determined  opposition  from  the 
Senators  of  States  having  mora  than  their  shara 
of  this  joint  stock  of  power;  and  the  great 
BtsUc  seem  to  make  it  a  common  canse,  to  de- 
prive the  small  States  of  their  proper  rights  and 
mflaeDoe  in  the  Bouse  of  Representatives. 

Ur.  FsELnroBDTBEN  said  he  had  listened  with 
the  most  anxious  interest  and  attention  to  the 
disCDBsion  on  the  important  and  exciting  ques- 
tion Involved  in  the  amendment  propped  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maseachnsette. 
Every  personal  and  political  conitideralion 
UDited  to  persuade  him  m  favor  of  it,  But,  ur, 
said  Ur.  F.,  after  the  best  reflection  in  my 
power  boa  been  devoted  to  tbis  subject,  I  feel 
constrained  to  differ  from  those  with  whom  I 
generally  agree,  and  to  vote  for  tbe  proposition 
that  will  r^ect  the  amendment. 

I  cannot  but  regard  this  amendment  as  pre- 
senting tbe  same  difficulties  which  arrested  the 
ratio  bill  of  1793.  It  is  an  endeavor  to  aocom- 
plish  a  more  equitable  representation,  by  bring- 
ing the  fractions  of  the  several  States  into  ao- 
ooimt ;  and  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  tbe 
process  adopted  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 


Delaware  to  illostrate  hia  ohjectious  to  the  biQ, 
is  substantially  of  the  nature  of  tbe  ci^nUtJoiii 
which  led  the  way  to  the  r^ected  1411  of  1TB3. 
Uy  friend  takes  for  his  first  number  the  igp»- 
gate  population  of  tbe  United  States,  ■monotiDg 
to  11,928,731  ;  and  then  states  that  as  thii 
nmutier  is  to  the  proposed  number  of  tlw  Booh 
of  Representatives,  (240,)  to  is  the  popnlatioi 
of  any  State  to  its  share  of  the  representation. 
Now,  sir,  llie  first  great  mistake  in  this  rule  is 
committed  in  the  very  first  number ;  that  is,  the 
popniation  of  the  whole  Union,  combining,  of 
course,  all  tbe  fractiona  of  the  aeverd  parts,  is 
constituted  the  controlling  nnmber  to  bring 
about  tbe  distribution  of  represeutatives  among 
^e  several  States  according  to  tfacir  respective 
nnmbers.  It  cannot  ful  to  strike  the  mind  tb*t 
the  constitutional  appwtionment  is  based  npcm 
the  federative  principle.  It  regards  not  the 
whole  twenty-fonr  States  as  oonsolidated,  but 
separated,  distinct,  indivldnal.  It  is  true,  sir, 
the  bill  of  '92  invaded  another  clnnse  of  the  con- 
stitution, besides  the  one  which  is  opposed  to 
this  amendment.  It  gave  to  some  of  ihe  States 
more  than  one  member  for  every  S0,000  of  the 
inhabitants  of  snob  States. 

But  I  hope  to  show  that  this  other  dsss* 
Sowed  out  of  the  one  which  b  now  oonsid^ed, 
and  was  its  just  corollary.  I  insist,  then,  m  tiia 
first  place,  Mr.  President,  that  a  coostrnctioa 
was  ^ven  to  the  conslitutioD  by  Presideut 
Washmgton,  in  1792,  that  settles  and  cooeludes 
tbe  present  question ;  and  it  has  received  tbe 
constant  acquiescence  of  tbis  whole  Union,  at 
fonr  eventful  periods  since.  He  distinctiy  re- 
sisted a  process  tbatsubjected  the  whole  fedenl 
nnmber  of  the  United  States  to  a  common  diii* 
sor ;  and  as  distinctly  required  the  applicsdoo 
of  such  divisor  to  the  population  of  Mch  Stsie. 

Bo  President  Washin^on  treated  tbe  sntoect 
when  it  came  before  hmi,  under  the  impoNDg 
authority  of  l>oth  Houses  of  Congreo.  Tba 
National  Legislature  of  that  day  had  snlgeeted 
the  whole  population  of  the  Unitod  StatM  to  ■ 
division  or  80,009— the  proposed  nnmber  for 
each  representative;  and  the  proceae  gave  130 
members,  more  members,  of  course,  than  ti» 
seme  divisor,  when  applied  to  tbe  sepiiste 
States,  would  produoe ;  and  they  disposed  of 
tbe  surplus  members,  by  distribaling  tbem 
among  the  States  having  tbe  highest  fraetiuns. 
The  bill  was  warmly  debated  in  Congrtaa,  sad 
eventually  sent  to  the  President  by  a  very 
small  majority.  It  presented  to  hia  mind  s  veiy 
int«restinK  case,  ana  a  very  solemn  duty.  _  He 
was  called  upon  to  give  a  practical  exponCJon 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  State^  tnd  oa 
a  branch  of  it  well  calonlaled  to  esoite  very 
warmly  the  public  feeling.  He  examined  the 
act  with  the  sagacious  scmtiny  of  a  ststaauaa, 
about  to  settie  a  great  qnestion  in  the  sppor- 
tionment  of  political  power.  He  wsa  not  cou- 
tent,  on  finding  one  fatal  objection  to  lbi>  bill, 
to  rest  his  rejection  there,  and  letani  it  to 
Congress ;  be  made  his  exceptions  as  broad  h 
the  case  presented  to  him.    He  delected  (wo 
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il  ot(|wtiaiM;  and  that  which  Btrnck 
Urn  ia  pfomineat,  and  which  h«  placed  in  the 
bngmaai  of  his  mmmnnieation,  was,  as  I  ap- 
{H'dtsnd,  the  -nrj  difficoltj  into  wbiob  the 
pnMot  ameodment  wilt  bring  ns.  Witboat 
ftrtltw  remark,  I  will  now  read  the  reawws 
nrnd  bf  Prasident  Washington  for  ratnming  the 
nao  bill  without  hit  oonsent : 

"ArMLB,lT«3. 


IwoHowei^eDtitlMl'Ai   __    ,,_     

«r  wprMCTUUrea  unong  the  KTeral  States  ic- 
tordiw  to  the  Irtt  caillBeTatlon,'  and  I  return  It  to 
;<mr  Mwa,  wberrin  it  o^naled,  vilh  tbe  follow- 
JDg  oMsotiaaB :  Tint,  lit  «oiutittitioti  bu  pre- 
laibad  that  reprcaentatlrca  shall  be  apportloiMd 
uog  tbs  seienl  Btatai  aceonUsg  to  their  nspee- 
lin  nanben;  and  there  is  no  one  proportion  or 
diiiaar  «hicti,  affiled  to  tbe  raqtectiTS  cumbers  of 
tk  Sutcs,  wilt  jield  the  nnmber  and  allolmeDt  of 
RpcflMotatiies  propowd  b^  tbe  bill  Second.  Tbe 
(MMitnttOD  has  also  pravided  that  tbe  number  of 
KprtwntatiTee  shall  not  exceed  one  for  evecj  30,- 
OW,  itblcb  restriction  Is,  by  tbe  conteit,  and  by 
Urand  obtlous  conitractiOD,  to  be  applied  to  the 
Mpatale  and  reBpeetive  nmnbera  of  the  Ststei,  and 
lUi  biU  has  aDotted  to  eight  of  tbe  Slates  more 
tbaa  <aw  fcr  erary  80,000. 

"QKOBGl  WABHWOTON." 

Tbe  Senate  peroeive,  then,  that  the  ottJections 
m  distinct  in  their  sppliostion,  but  that  both 
iniialed  on  the  same  principle;  that  tbe  States 
ID  their  separata  popalations  were  to  be  re- 
garded; and  it  is  fnrUier  worthy  of  notice  that 
the  NCood  objection,  init«ad  of  being  tbe  prin- 
oipsl,  or,  aa  has  been  insisted,  the  onl;  sab- 
rtsDtiBl  diffioolty  with  tbe  President,  was,  in 
tmth,  onlj  a  Jost  inference  which  he  drew,  as 
he  explicit];  states,  frmn  the  first  objection. 

In  preeeating  the  first  ol^Jeotioii,  the  Presi- 
dent gaemed  to  consideritq^tesaffident barely 
to  state  tbe  fact  of  there  ezistine  no  one  pro- 
portion or  dirisor  that  wonld  produce  the  result 
of  the  IhU  before  him.  He  Aters  into  no  argn- 
ment,  hot  thonght  he  had  said  eooagh  to  pro- 
doea  conviction  with  any  mind.  The  det»tee 
that  were  had  on  this  r^eoted  bill  in  the  House 
of  KepreeentatiTee,  oonfinn  tbe  views  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  urge.  The  representation  of 
fraotioaB  was  then  reelsted  on  oonstitntlonal 
grounda. 

Ur.  Hadisoa  opposed  it  in  terms  for  this 
wise,  and  n^ed  tJie  foUowisg  cogent  consider- 
ation :  "  Tod  are  c^ng  upon  ns  to  invade  the 
eoottintion,  by  ftdt^ing  a  process  that  will 
nva  repreaentativeefbr  those  several  anddistinct 
fraoUons  of  the  different  States." 

When  this  bill  was  retomed^  the  Congress 
paised  a  new  bill  with  a  ratio  of  83,000,  and 
WpUed  that  to  the  popnlation  of  each  State : 
new  Jersey,  having  at  that  timel79,6T0  federal 
nnmbere,  received  by  the  bill  five  members, 
with  a  fraction  remaning  of  14,570 ;  and  the 
whole  apportioninent  of  representatives  on  the 
pt^Qlation  of  that  era,  (bemg  8,616,»SO,)  left 
VobZL-ST 


an  amonnt  of  fractions  exceeding  160,000. 
Tet,  sir.  It  was  submitted  to — soinlSOO — again 
\b  1810— and  last,  in  1830,  with  increased  ttta- 
tions  at  each  period,  bnt  with  the  same  acqnies- 
cence  in  the  constmction  of  President  Wasniog- 
ton,  in  ires.  Mr.  Preeident,  if  I  could  thi& 
this  a  debatable  point  origioally,  such  an  adjust- 
ment of  it,  followed  by  snch  confirmatiotL 
would  prevail  to  quiet  all  scmples.  I  shonld 
feel  bound  to  bow  with  respect  to  the  weight 
of  a  precedent  of  snch  commanding  authonty. 
While  I  consider  the  present  bill  aa  far  frimi 
adopting  that  JQBt  ratio  which  would  relieve  aa 
much  as  practicable  tbe  heBV7  fractions  npou 
the  small  States,  yet  1  mnst,  thongh  with  relno- 
tance,  vote  against  the  amendment,  becaiue  It  is 
opposed,  in  my  Jadgment,  to  the  pTovisions  of 
the  constitntion,  aa  expounded  in  17BS,  and 
since  approved  of. 

The  qnestion  being  then  taken  upon  the 
motion  of  Hr.  Fobstth  to  strike  out  the  clause 
of  the  amendment  which  provides  for  the  rep- 
resentation of  fractions,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  aa  follows : 

Tiis.— Heaars.  Bibb,  Brown,  DallM,  Dudley,  El- 


lb,  Forsyth,  Freliughuysen,  Orundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Sane,  King,  Msrcr,  IfanBam,  Poiadeiter, 
Robinson,   RueelcB,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon, 


Mr.  WaBerzH  remarked,  that  the  otiier  por- 
tion of  tbe  amendment  offered  by  him  was  no 
longer  of  any  consequence,  and  he  would  with- 
draw it,  or  v.ote  Bguast  its  adoption.  Tbe 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Hill  moved  to  strike  out  47,t00  from 
tbe  bill,  and  insert  4^000. 

At  the  reqnest  of  Mr.  TAzawnx,  the  motion 
was  divided ;  and  the  queetion  being  taken  on 
the  motion  to  strike  out,  it  was  decided  in  the 
ncuative. 

Mr.  WiBaTER  sud  he  should  now  vote  against 
the  bill  as  a  practical  violation  of  the  constitn- 

The  queatioa  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  it  was  decked  in  Uie  afQrmalive 
by  tlie  following  vote : 

Teab.— Heean.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas, 
Dudley,  ElUa,  Ewicg,  Fonylb,  Qrundy,  Hayne, 
Handrleks,  Kane,  King,  Kidgbt,  Hacgum,  Uaroy, 
Uoore,  Polndeiter,  Robinson,  Rnnlei,  Taiewell, 
Tipton,  TomlinMiD,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  WUldns— 
i7. 

Nats. — Ueaars.  Bell,  Buekner,  Cbambora,  Clay- 
ton, Diokeraon,  Foot,  Frellnghnysen,  BIU,  Holmes, 
Johniton,  Uiller,  Naudain,  Frentiis,  Robbins,  Sey- 
mour, Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster—£0. 

Mr.  BcinoH,  on  giving  his  vote  in  the  affirm- 
ative, remarked  tliat  he  was  roncb  dissatisfied 
with  the  provMona  of  the  Wi,  but  voted  for  it 
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became  it  vas  neoessBrr  to  passit,  even  in  this 
sb^ie. 

TuxsDAT,  March  18. 
Bank  9f  th*  United  SlaUi.  ■ 
Til.  'DiLL^a  from  the  Select  Ooramittee  ap- 
pointed OQ  the  sabjeot,  reported  a  bill  to  renew 
the  charter  of  tlie  Back  of  the  United  States 
for  the  term  of  fifteen  ;ears,  to  take  effect  Bub- 
eeqnent  to  the  expiration  of  the  preeent  charter 
in  therear  183S;  which  was  read,  and  ordered, 
to  a  Beoond  reading. 

THUsaDAT,  Uarch  16, 
2^  Tariff— Etdftetim  of  DuUet, 

ICr.  MooRB,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate as  follows: 

Nothins,  said  Ifr.  U.,  but  the  magnitade  of 
the  qnestioii,  the  deep  and  pervadlUR  interest 
{nToWed  in  the  manner  of  its  final  adjnBtmeDt, 
eonld  prompt  me  to  olum  the  indolence  of  the 
Senate  for  a  raoineDt,  after  the  able  and  elo- 
qnent  displaj  of  talent  and  argmnent  with 
which  thej  bave  been  entertun«d,  and  so  in- 
terestinKlf  entertained,  b^  gentlemen  who  have 
preoededme. 

But,  sir,  the  acknowledged  importance  of 
this  question  seems  to  demand  that  I  shonld 
not  content  myself  to  ^ve  a  silent  vote,  and 
that  it  is  dae  to  the  occasion  tliat  I  shonld  de- 
clare the  views  and  feelings  of  those  whom  I 
have  the  honor,  in  part^  to  represent 

Sir,  the  citizens  of  Alabama  have  looked 
forward,  with  the  most  anzions  soUcitnde,  to 
this  session  of  Congress,  for  a  redress  of  bur- 
dens imposed  hj  an  nqjust  and  nnantboriied 
system  of  taxation. 

They  have  approached  tiiis  body,  time  after 
time,  with  memorial  after  memorial,  and  re- 
monstrance after  remonstrance,  representing 
the  impolitic,  nnwise,  and  niyost  course  pnr- 
sned  in  relation  to  the  tariff;  the^r  have  looked 
forward  to  the  period,  which  has  now  arrived, 
when  the  national  debt  is  about  to  be  extinct, 
as  the  most  favorable  era  in  our  history,  aa  one 
whiob  ooold  not  fail  to  afford  relief  from  a  sys- 
tem so  galling,  minoos,  and  destructive ;  and 
shall  these  food  anticipations  be  disappointed  ? 
Will  not  the  coociliatory  terms  proposed  for  a 
compromise  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr,  Eitkb,)  in  that  able,  con- 
vincing, and,  1  may  add,  nnanswered  and  un- 
answerable argument,  and  which  have  been 
acceded  to  by  every  other  genileman  who  has 
spoken  on  tbe  same  side  of  this  qnestion,  be 
received  in  that  amicable  and  pacific  spirit 
which  prompted  tbem  t 

Where,  €\t,  stud  Ur.  M.,  Is  that  mntnal  for- 
bearance and  concession,  that  God-like  spirit, 
which  pervaded  the  councils  of  this  nation  in  the 
formation  of  this  TJnion,  and  in  the  establishment 
of  the  federal  conatilotioBt      Where,  nr,  is 


that  high  and  sacred  fiame  of  pa^otism,  whidi, 
when  the  opposing  and  conflicting  intereASM 
the  different  sections  of  thif  Union  threatened, 
yes,  rir,  awfully  threatened,  its  dismemberment, 
prompted  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Clxt)  to  throw  himself  in  ih« 
breach  to  preserve  its  int^rity?  (I  mean  the 
Hiseonri  question.)  Then,  the  qnestion  which 
divided  parties  wss  the  slavehoiding  Sbde^ 
and  the  Don-slaveholding  Stales.  Now,  it  is 
north  and  sonth  of  the  Potomao  River ;  or,  to 
my  mind,  a  more  appropriate  distinction  \»,  tbe 
portion  who  receive  bounties,  and  the  portim 
who  pay  them.  For  it  cannot  be  disguised, 
that,  for  the  last  t«n  or  fifteen  years,  the  roeins 
and  substance  of  the  Sonthem  peofde  liaTS, 
under  the  tariff  exactions  and  the  internal  im- 
provement system,  been  dragged  from  them, 
for  the  benefit  of  other  section^  in  a  oorrent  as 
bold,  as  r^id,  and  nnceasing  as  that  of  the  nta. 
Jeatio  Hissisuppi ;  until  we  are  reduced  to  tbe 
most  wretched  state,  and  the  last  posNUe  pmot 
of  soffering.  Sir,  the  picture  dratrn  by  other 
gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  this  question 
presents  a  futhfnl  portrait  of  the  depressed 
condition  of  the  planting  aod  uricnltoral  in- 
terest in  Alabama,  except,  indeetQ  in  the  latter 
there  is  a  deeper  gloom,  if  possible,  hsngiug 
over  this  interest.  This  unfortooate  section  a 
country  presents  precisely  the  counterpart  to 
that  beaotifbl  deecription  of  the  high  state  of 
prosperity,  drawn  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentncky,  of  the  condition  of  other  sectioDs. 
While  1  was  charmed  by  the  eloquence  of  tlie 
honorable  Senator,  in  bis  vivid  aescriptioo  of 
the  prosperity  of  these  the  mnch  favored  seclioai 
of  this  Union,  I  was  appalled  and  ast^uiiebed 
at  the  contrast  between  the  condition  of  these, 
and  the  actual  gloomy  condition  of  the  entire 
fooe  of  the  country  in  my  own  mnch  beloTed 
Stato. 

From  what  souroe,  let  me  ask,  does  this  hi^ 
state  of  prosperity  emanate  t  Not  from  natonl 
advantages,  connected  with  superior  soil,  cli- 
mate, salubrious  tor,  or  water ;  for  in  these  ve 
believe  tbe  God  of  notnre  has  been  as  boonliM 
to  us  as  to  any  other  class  of  citizens  in  aay 
other  quarter  of  the  globe. 

But  this  stat«  of  things  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
artificial  advantages.  It  is  mnch  better  tbtt 
tbe  Eastern  and  Kortbem  States,  incladiog  tbe 
□on-slaveholding  States,  should  have  the  power, 
for  we  deny  the  right,  to  tax  onr  slave  labor  st  . 
their  own  discretion,  than  to  own  our  dares 
tbemselvea — and  this  is  the  advantage  Ihsy 
possess  by  a  onion  of  interest  on  this  question. 

And  what,  sir,  is  this  American  system,  in 
another  point  of  view  f  It  is  one  by  whidi  yon 
say  to  the  poor  man  in  his  cabin,  that  he  uiD 
pay  an  exorbitant  tax  for  the  salt  put  in  liis 
bread,  the  sugar  and  coffee  with  which  he  vnp- 


headSj  his  osc,  his  plough,  hoe,  and  other  ulen- 
sik  with  which  he  cultivates  his  crop.    Thes«t 
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air,  sre  "  the  rich  blemiu(s,"  to  much  leaded 
bj  tlw  hoDonble  Senator  from  Kentacky,  (If r. 
(h^T,)  and  the  oon'sequence  is,  that  the  South- 
«ra  ittd  agricoltoral  portion  of  the  twimtrj,  the 
retl  y&otaaarj  of  tne  Sonth,  are  made  th« 
"beversof  wood  and  drawera  of  irat«r"  for 
other  sections, 

I  will  not  jet  believe  bat  the  honorable  Sen- 
■lor  and  his  friends  will  see  the  proprietj  of 
Klsiing  in  this  measure,  and  making  some  oon- 
oesrion  to  the  wounded  feoliogs  and  jost  claims 
ot  the  South.  Let  me  tell  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen, that  thej  will  nrge  in  vain  that  this 
Bjitem  is  of  benefit  to  the  Soatbem  people,  utd 
Qiil  we  are  incapable  of  appreciating  its  valae. 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  no}  longer  add  to  injnry 
tud  oppresuon  tbe  insult  of  snppoong  that  we 
do  not  ODderstand  oar  own  interest 

Tewere  infurmed  bj  the' honorable  Benstor, 
m  1SS4,  as  we  hare  been  now,  that  to  give 
protection  to  home  iodnstrj,  woold,  in  a  few 
}«ars,  create  competjti(H^  and  thus  redace  the 
price  of  articles  protected — bnt  one  ounce  of 
experience  on  this  soltJeot  is  worth  poonde  of 
theorf .  And  experience  pfoves  that  these  oal- 
cnlstions  and  anticipations  have  been  entirely 
imfiMaded  and  (kllacions. 

Ifr.  President,  in  the  name  of  onr  sacred 
Uoion,  I  protest  against  this  misoslled  Ameri- 
CSB  system,  which,  oontrary  to  jaatice,  to  the 
consticntion  of  onr  common  ooantry,  to  all  tbe 
ucred  ri^ts  of  freemen,  imposes  a  tax  upon 
mj  conatitnente,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
snoiber  section  of  the  UnioiC  It  is  an  ootrase, 
U>  which  no  patriotism  can  prompt  any  people, 
dumins  to  be  free,  to  snlwiit,  and  which,  if 
penriat»3  in,  will  prove  a  hazardous  experi- 
ment, M  long  as  there  remains  one  spark  of 
ttist  spirit  in  the  Southern  States,  whioh  re- 
listed the  nnaothorized  taxation  of  the  mother 
wrantry, 

Ur.  Pneident,  in  concluding  my  ramarks, 
yon  will  he  pleased  to  permit  me  to  read  some 
eitrscts  from  a  Joint  remonstrauoe  of  tbe  Qen- 
eral  Assembly  of  the  Stato  of  Alabama,  adopted 
with  great  nnaniniity,  sir,  in  both  branches,  in 
1S28,  by  way  of  showing  how  far  the  feelings 
of  tbe  dtizens  of  the  State  of  Alabama  are  in. 
scoordanoe  with  the  views  which  I  have  en- 
desvoied  to  declare,  as  one  of  their  representa- 
tives: 

"Tbt  Geaenl  AHcmbly  of  AUh.m.^  iiiTe  to  the 
li^ of  the  people  they  serve,  and  the  interestof 
tu  eoantty  In  which  they  live,  (howeTer  pdnfol 
Ihe  duty,)  ^1  thenuelTei  called  on  bj  the  erisis  to 
ptMest  most  solenuilT  agslmt  the  principle  Bsserted 
h;  the  Qeneral  ODvemmcDt  to  control  the  tabor  of 
the  nation,  by  protecting  certain  branches  of  do- 
■KStio  indostiy  at  the  expense  of  others.  We  do 
not  complain  of  the  power  to  laise  revenoe  or  reg- 
ilUe  commeice.  These  powen  are  express^ 
piDicd  to  preserve  tbe  existence  and  promote  the 


ouj  result  from  a  well-adjusted  'taiiff,'  imposed 
on  the  importsUoD  of  foreign  good%  with  a  view 
to  means  alone,  nor  yet  of  the  occasional  ineqaal- 


itiei  that  nasi  MUad  the  operation  of  any  genenJ 

"  It  is  not  of  these  powen  that  we  complain,  but  it 
is  the  assertion  of  another,  and  a  very  diOereiit  one. 
It  is  the  assertion  of  the  power  to  impose  a  duty 
on  any  article  of  foreigo  commerce,  not  because  we 
want  revenue,  or  the  regulations  of  commeroe,  as 
such  requireimpTOTementi  but  because  we  want  to 
exctode  tbe  foreign  in  favor  of  the  domesUo  fabric^ 
This  power  is  not  granted  In  the  constitution,  end 
must  be  luataloed,  if  at  all,  by  the  pliable  doctrine 
of  implication  I  and,  as  it  is  not  necessary  to  the 
power  to  raise  revenue  or  regulate  commerce.  It 
cannot  l>e  sustained  as  an  incidental  or  Implied 
power  i  on  tbe  contrary,  it  Is  a  oobstondvet  dl^net  . 
power,  rsstiog  en  sssamplloo,  and  frau^t  with 
frightful  danger.  It  has  no  UmIt  but  tb^capriceof 
those  who  assen  its  eiistenoe,  and  is  neeessaiily 
Butyect  to  all  tbe  varjicg  views  of  supposed  con- 
vemence,  and  the  nigilive  conceit*  of  expediency. 
Tbe  onlimited  nature  Of  this  power,  and  the  dan- 
gerous purposes  to  which  it  may  be  applied,  render 
It  odloos  and  unfit  to  mingle  in  human  aflUis.  Its 
natnral  ofbpring  I*  monopoly ;  and  its  natural  ten- 
dency is  to  divide  ttie  community  into  nabob*  and 
paupers,  to  accumulate  overgrown  wealth  in  the 
bands  of  the  few,  and  to  extend  the  poverty,  tbe 
vices,  and  the  miseries  of  the  many.  This  alarm- 
ing principle  leads  to  the  union  of  the  worst  of  hu- 
man passions.  Cnpi^ty  end  smbilioo,  under  ita 
deleterious  influence,  administer  to  each  other,  at 
the  expense  of  the  commonily.  Cupidity  will  bsi^ 
terworids  for  money;  and  nachaalenea  altabitlon 
will  fUch  from  the  poor  man's  loll  a  portion  of  its 
Just  reward,  to  ai^wase  the  cu^dity  of  the  cold, 
calculating  monopolist. 

"I«lit  not  be  again  said,  that,  because  the  South- 
west and  South  send  no  agents  to  beeet  tbe  members 
of  Congress,  and  have  forborne  to  petition  or  lemon- 
strate  Si  every  village,  or  to  call  a  counter  cooven- 
tlon,  they  are  so  recreant  to  duty,  as  to  acquieace 
in  the  proposed  oppresuon.  On  the  contrary,  let 
it  be  distioclly  nnderslood  that  Alabama,  in  com- 
mon with  ib«  Soutbero  and  Southwestern  States, 
regards  the  power  assumed  by  tbe  Oeneral  Oovem- 
mebt,  to  control  ber  Internal  oonoems,  by  protect- 
ing duties  beyond  the  fair  denanda  of  the  rev enne, 
as  a  palpable  usnipation  of  power  not  given  by  the 
constitution." 

Mr.  Bbnto!!,  of  Missouri,  next  rose.     The 

f present  session  of  Oongress,  said  Mr.  B.,  was 
ookod  to  with  great  anxiety  by  Uie  people  ot 
this  Union,  as  the  one  which  was  to  emct  a 
large  reduction  in  tbe  public  revenue,  and  an 
eouilable  modiScation  m  the  existing  tariff, 
Tne  people  expected  these  things  from  os ;  bnt 
□p  to  this  moment  they  seem  to  be  in  a  ttit 
way  to  be  disappointed ;  for  no  bill  has  even 
yet  been  branght  in  to  accomplish  their  Just 
eipcctations ;  and  we  are  now  well  advanced 
in  tbe  fourth  month  of  the  session. 

Tbe  President  of  the  United  States  has  cer- 
tainly performed  bis  part  Bis  annual  Message, 
received  by  us  in  the  first  week  of  December, 
contained  a  strong  recommendation  to  this 
Congress  to  reduce  the  revenne  to  the  wants  of 
ttie  Government,  and  to  a^ust  tbe  duties  on 
for^gn  imports  so  as  to  favor  our  national  in- 
terest at  home,  and  conuteraot  adverse  policy 
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from  Bbroitd;  and  he  showed  hb,  ia  the  same 
Mcosttge,  that  tbe  state  of  the  finances,  and  the 
state  of  the  conntry,  required  these  things  to 
be  done,  aod  to  be  dooe  now  1  These  reoom- 
mendatioDS  will  shield  the  Preaideat  from  cen- 
sure for  n^lect  in  failing  to  bring  the  sat)jeot 
of  the  t&riff  before  ns ;  and  it  onght  to  shield 
him  from  the  impntation  of  donble  dealing  on 
that  saUeot.  It  onght  to  shield  him  fhim  that 
irapDtation  1  For  his  sentimenta  are  pWnlj  ai- 
pressed,  and  are,  therefore,  intelligible.  Tbej 
are  pabliclj  delivered,  and  are,  tberebj,  Quiver- 
sallj  known.  They  are  in  accordance  with  all  bis 
previoas  acts  and  words  upon  the  tariff,  and  are, 
tiierefore,  entitled  to  oreditfor  candor  and  sincer- 
ity. I  might  go  further,  and  say  that  his  senti- 
-  meota  are  in  acoordanoe  with  the  pablio  wishes 
and  the  pnblic  interests ;  but  I  will  not  preeame 
to  apeak  for  a  nation !  I  will  speak  for  myself 
alone,  and  will  say  that  the  President  has  well 
expressed  my  sentiments  in  this  recommenda- 
tion, aach  as  I  have  often  declared  them  to  the 
Senate  here,  and  to  my  conetitnents  at  home ; 
and,  this  beiuK  the  case,  it  is  my  dnty,  still 
more  than  ray  Inclination,  to  defend  Uiese  sen- 
tdments,  at  this  time,  and  in  this  place,  arraigned 
as  thef  have  been  on  this  floor,  and  stigmatized 
as  minoos  to  the  conntry. 

1  am  in  favor  of  rednoing  the  revenne  to  the 
wants^  the  Government,  not  only  for  the  rea- 
sons wliioh  have  been  mentioned  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  by  several  Senators,  bat  for  another 
reason  In  addition,  and  which  presents  itself 
to  my  mind  as  a  compact  between  the  States 
and  the  Federal  Government  We  all  know 
that  the  present  form  of  Government  grew  oat 
of  the  weakness  of  the  Government  of  the  con- 
federation, and  that  the  taxing  power  was  the 
hinge  upon  which  the  change  turned.  The  Oon- 
greae  of  the  confederation  had  no  power  to  tax 
the  people  of  the  States.    It  had  no  power  over 


3  purse.    It  could  only  ask  for  money 
ia  being  fonnd  a  slow  wav  to  obtain  i  . 
power  of  taxing  was  applied  for.    The  States 


rehsed  this  power,  because  the  Congress  might 
abuse  it,  and  levy  too  mach ;  the;  refused  to 
vest  the  Oongresi  of  the  confederation  with 
power  to  lery  duties  opon  imports,  and  to  reg- 
olate  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  States,  be- 
oanse  they  saw  that,  in  granting  these  powers, 
Uiey  yielded  the  unlimited  and  responsible 
power  of  taxation^  and  left  tbemselvee  withont 
defbnoe  agfdnst  the  exactions  of  the  General 
Government.  They  resisted— they  refused. 
To  all  the  solicitations  of  Oongresa  tnoy  turned 
a  deaf  ear,  and  were  inexorable.  Pot  ten  years 
ttiey  held  out ;  bat  th»  convention  of  1787  in- 
serted these  two  powers  in  the  new  constitu- 
tion, and  the  States,  with  iufinite  difBcolty, 
were  induced  to  acquiesce ;  but  that  acquies- 
cence was  the  efibct,  not  of  arguments,  but  of 
pledges  I— pledges  of  that  high  and  solemn  na- 
ture which  no  man  of  that  day  was  permitted 
to  believe  could  ever  be  violated, 

I  m^ntsin,  sir,  that  the  federal  revenue  may 
be  reduced  to  the  wants  of  the  QoTemment,  as 


recommended  in  the  Prerident's  Uesuge,  not 
only  withont  destroying;  domestic  maaofso- 
turee,  hut  without  hnrtinE  or  injnring  th«m 
in  the  slwhtest  degree.  This  is  my  assertion  I 
The  proof  and  the  demonstration  ahall  follow; 
for  1  know  how  insignificant  it  is  to  make  bold 
assertions  without  adequate  proofs  at  hand  to 
support  them.  And  here,  air,  permit  me  to 
presume  tiiat  I  am  s  friend  to  domestic  ieihis- 
try,  and  voted  for  the  tariff  of  ]e!4  with  ths 
approbation  of  my  judgment,  and  for  that  of 
1828  with  repugnance  and  misgivings.  I  im 
a  friend  to  oomestio  industry,  and  mean  to 
protect  it,  according  to  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
true  policy  of  the  country,  sanctioned  bj  the 
constitution  and  by  the  practice  of  the  frimers 
of  the  constitution.  I  will  give  proiectioiL  u 
an  incident  to  revenue ;  and  this  is  the  kiea  of 
protection  which  is  coeval  with  the  fonndstiaa 
of  our  Oovenunent,  and  under  which  manufac- 
tures attained  a  high  degree  of  inpartaooe 
under  the  first  twenty  years  of  its  ezistemie ; 
and  that  without  giving  the  least  dissatisfaction 
to  any  part  of  the  Union.  &b  far  back  la  tlis 
year  1810,  our  manafacturea  had  attained  the 
annual  value  of  one  hundred  and  twentr  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  (as  we  learn  fh>m  Mr.  Gallatin'i 
report — a  report  which  ought  to  have  shielded 
him  from  the  reproach  which  has  beee  cut 
upon  him  here  I)  and  that  under  a  low  nte  of 
rerei>ue  duties,  ranging  from  five  to  fifteen  per 
centum.  The  some  rate  of  protection  vooid 
now  produce  two  hundred  and  fbrty  million]  of 
manufactures  annually — for  our  population  ii 
doubled  since  1810.  But  it  is  not  de^redor 
intended,  by  any  Senfttoia  with  whom  I  am  ac- 
quainted, to  reduce  manufactures  to  the  degres 
of  protection  posseesed  at  that  time.  Tbe  low- 
est rate  proposed  by  the  anti-tariff  gentlemen 
is  double  and  treble  what  it  then  was  i  and,  for 
myself^  I  shall  not  go  so  low  as  they  do. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  proof  of  my  BBsertioB 
that  the  revenue  may  be  reduced  to  the  vanti 
of  the  Government,  withont  affecting  or  im- 
paring  the  eaoeeeftal  progTees  of  any  mannrac- 
tnre.  And  here  I  would  ask,  how  many,  ud 
which  are  the  articles  that  require  the  Dre^ni 
high  rate  of  protection  t  CertauJy  not  Uie  w^ 
ton  manufacture ;  for  the  Senator  from  Sea- 
tuoky,  (Mr.  CiAV,)  who  appeara  on  this  Boor 
as  the  leading  champion  of  domestic  maiinfae- 
tnrea,  and  whose  admissions  of  fact  uinst'  be 
conclusive  against  his  argnments  of  theory; 
this  Senator  tells  jou,  and  dwells  upon  the  ito- 
cloaore  with  triumphant  exnltation,  that  Amer 
ican  cottons  are  now  exported  to  Asia,  and  sold 
at  a  profit  in  the  cotton  markets  of  CantOD  ind 
Calcutta!  Surely,  sir,  our  tariff  laws  of  ISM 
and  1628  Bxe  not  in  force  in  Bengal  and  Chin*. 
And  I  appeal  to  all  mankind  fbr  the  tnitti  of 
tbe  inference,  that,  if  our  cottons  can  go  to 
these  countriee,  and  be  sold  at  a  profit  wiiboai 
any  protection  at  all,  they  oan  stay  at  lome, 
and  be  sold  to  onr  own  eitixens,  wilhoat  loss, 
under  a  less  protection  than  SO  and  ISO  p^ 
ceutnmt    One  fiwt,  l£r.  Fresideot,  b  slid  to  ba 
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worth  &  tbooBuid  tbeoriesi  I  will  add  that  tt  is 
woTtb  a  baiidmt  thousand  Bpeeobes;  and  thia 
fkct,  that  Americaa  cottoiu  now  travaree  the 
ooe-balT  of  the  oromnference  of  thia  Klobe — 
cross  the  eqainoctial  line— descend  to  the  anti- 
podes—seek foreigo  cottons  oa  the  donhlu  the- 
itn  of  British  and  Asiatic  competition,  and 
come  off  victoriooa  from  the  coatest — is  a  full 
and  OTervhelming  answer  to  all  the  speeches 
that  have  been  roade^  or  ever  caa  be  made,  in 
&Tor  of  high  protecting  daties  on  these  oottoos 
tt  home.  The  only  effect  of  sncb  duties  is  to 
nt  oS  coDsamptioQ — to  create  monopoly  at 
home — to  enahle  onr  manafactarera  to  sell  their 
^Dods  hif^ber  to  their  own  Christian  fellow-cit- 
ueos,  thaa  to  the  pagan  worshippers  of  To  and 
of  Brahma!  to  enable  the  iohabitaats  of  the 
GugM  and  the  Barrampooter  to  wear  Ameri- 
cui  cottons  DDon  cheaper  terms  than  the  inhab- 
ituts  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  And  every 
Vesteru  citizen  knows  the  fact,  that  when 
these  sbipmente  of  American  cottons  were 
Dulciog  to  the  eztremtties  of  Asia,  the  price  of 
these  same  cottons  was  actaally  raised  20  and 
S3  per  cent,  in  all  the  towns  of  the  West :  with 
thia  further  difference  to  our  pr^ndice,  that  we 
can  only  pay  for  them  in  money,  while  the  ia- 
btbitants  of  Asia  make  payment  in  the  pro- 
dnets  of  their  own  country. 

That  is  what  the  gentleman's  admission 
prored ;  but  I  do  not  come  here  to  argue  upon 
sdmlasion!!,  whether  candid,  or  unguarded,  of 
the  adversary  speakers.  I  bring  my  own  facts 
and  proofs ;  and,  really,  sir,  I  have  a  mind  to 
eomplun  that  the  (Fcntlemsn's  admission  about 
cottons  has  cripplM,  the  force  of  my  ar^ment 
—that  it  has  weakened  its  effect,  by  lettmg  out 
hilf  at  a  time,  and  destroyed  its  novelty,  by  an 
uticipated  rerelation.  The  truth  is,  I  have 
this  fact  (that  we  exported  domestic  cottons) 
tnasored  up  in  niy  magazine  of  argument,  and 
intended  to  produce  it  at  the  proper  time,  to 
iBow  that  we  exported  this  article,  not  to  Can- 
ton and  Calcutta  alone,  but  to  all  quarters  of 
the  globe ;  not  a  few  cargoes  only,  by  way  of 
eiperitnent,  but  in  great  quantities,  as  a  regular 
trade  to  the  amonnt  of  a  million  and  a  quarter 
of  dollaiB  anoaally ;  and  that,  of  this  amount, 
no  les)  than  forty  thousand  dollani'  worth  in 
the  jear  1830  had  done  what  the  combined 
fleets  and  armies  of  the  world  could  not  do ;  it 
bad  scaled  the  rock  of  Gibraltar,  penetrated  to 
the  heart  of  the  British  garrison,  taken  posaes- 
^OD  of  his  Britaniuo  Majesty's  soldiers,  bonnd 
thdr  arms,  legs,  and  bodies,  and  strutted  in 
tnampb  over  the  raraparts  and  batteries  of 
that  iaattaekable  fortress ;  and  now,  sir,  I  will 
use  na  more  of  the  gentleman's  admissions.  I 
win  draw  upon  my  own  resources;  aod  will 
<1>0T  Dearly  the  whole  list  of  our  domestic 
mannbctnres  to  be  in  the  same  Sourishing  con- 
dition with  cottons  actually  going  abroad  to 
teek  competition,  without  protection,  in  every 
fcreign  cUme,  and  contending  victorioosly  wiui 
(or^gn  manufactures  wherever  they  can  '~ 
oounter  them.    I  read  from  the  costom-ht 


[Here  Hr.  B.  nUbiCed  a  table  ihowing  the  vari- 

II  artlotes  of  domestic  manuftctures  exported  to 

foreign  countries,   and  the  valoe  of   each;    and 

among  these  articles  talt,  to  the  British   domin- 

This  is  the  list  of  domestic  manufactures  ex- 
ported to  foreign  oonntries.  It  comprehends 
the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  toat  long 
catalogue  of  items  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  read  to  us  on  the  second 
day  of  his  discourse;  and  shows  the  whole  to 
be  going  abroad,  without  a  shadow  of  proteo- 
tion,  to  seek  competitiou,  in  foreign  markets, 
with  the  foreign  goods  of  all  the  world.  The 
list  of  articles  I  have  read,  contiuns  near  fifty 
varieties  of  manufactures,  (and  I  have  omitted 
many  minor  articles,)  amounting,  in  valne,  to 
near  six  millions  of  dollars!  And  now  behold 
the  diversity  of  human  reasoning  1  The  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  exhibits  a  list  of  articles 
manofactnred  in  the  United  Statesi,  and  argues 
that  the  slightest  diminution  in  the  eoormona 
protection  they  now  BQJoy,  will  overwhelm  the 
whole  in  rain,  and  oover  the  land  with  desola- 
tion. I  exhibit  the  same  list,  and  argue  that 
these  articles  can  bear,  without  injury,  a  very 
considerable  dirainotion.  He  says,  if  there  is 
the  least  diminution,  foreigners  will  come  here 
and  undersell  them ;  I  sav  no,  because  these 
articles  now  go  abroad,  and  undersell  foreign- 
ers, in  foreign  markets,  without  a  particle  of 
protection.  This  is  the  difference  io  our  rea- 
soning, for  our  facts  are  the  some ;  and  which 
Is  right,  I  leave  to  the  common  sense  of  all  man- 
kind to  say. 


have  read  it  in  det^  and  leave  the  reflections 
which  the  reading  sug^ts  to  the  understand- 
ings of  others.  A  few  items  only  I  will  exam- 
ine, for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  my  own 
opinion  of  the  tariff^  and  of  the  kind  of  modifi- 
cation it  ought  to  receive.  In  soma  instances, 
the  manufactore  is  so  generally  diffused,  and 
the  price  redoced  so  low  by  domestio  competi- 
tion, that  the  duty  ia  a  dead  letter,  giving  no 
preference  to  the  artisan,  adding  no  increase 
of  price  to  the  purchaser;  and,  m  snch  cases, 
no  practical  man  should  trouble  himself  about 
the  duty.  In  other  instances,  the  domestic 
supply  is  far  from  being  equal  to  the  demand ; 
large  foreign  supplies  must  be  procured,  and  the 
duty  on  the  foreign  articles  is  pdd  by  the  con- 
sumer ;  in  such  iostancea,  there  ought  to  be  a 
reasonable  rednction.  In  other  instances,  again, 
the  duty  enables  a  few  to  engross  the  domestic 
market,  and  to  exact  extortionate  prices,  where, 
in  fact,  no  duty  is  necessary  at  all  to  give  them 
a  fair  profit ;  and,  in  such  cases,  the  duty  should 
be  abolished.  In  other  instances,  the  foreign 
article  has  no  rival  or  substitute  inanafactni«d 
in  the  United  Stat«B ;  and,  in  such  cases,  the 
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foreign  srtide  Aonld  be  freed  from  Aatj.  I 
do  not  now  travel  orer  tbu  list  to  ezemplifj' 
ttieae  poaitiotii;  the  time  will  oome  for  that 
ezempltfieatioii  when  we  Brrive  at  the  detail 
of  the  bill.  I  will  take  two  lt«niB  only  to  il- 
Instrata  some  part  of  my  meaning,  nsniel  j,  iron 
and  salt.  The  list  ahowi  a  large  exportation, 
QpwfudB  of  (800,000  worth  of  domeatio  iron, 
and  iu  manafkctnres.  TnrniDg  to  the  detuled 
■tatement  fl-om  which  thb  sammary  list  ii  com- 
piled, and  we  find  this  entrr  under  the  head  of 

"To  Cab«,  1,08D,37«  Ibi.— vklne  tei.eifl." 

Now,  NT,  let  any  person  who  can  work  a 
■nm  in  the  golden  rale  of  three,  oalcQlat«  the 
piioe  of  these  nails  per  poand.  He  will  find  it 
to  be  leas  than  six  cenU;  and  whether  these 
exported  nails  oonweted  of  an  assortment,  which 
ia  moat  probable,  or  were  all  of  the  lowest 
price,  whiob  is  impossible  to  believe,  it  will 
tnm  oat  that  American  nula  are  exported  for 
leu  than  thej  are  sold  at  home ;  for  it  is  inooo- 
testable  that  the  people  of  the  West  pay  more 
Uiao  six  cents  a  poand  for  their  n^ls. 

The  list  also  contains  this  item— 
"Bait,         ....  182,878." 

Tnmbg  to  tlie  detailed  statement,  and  we 
find  that  this  salt  of  domestic  manu&ctare  goes 
to  Canada,  sctnally  go«s  into  his  Britannia  Maj- 
esty's dominions,  where  British  salt  comes  free 
of  dnty,  and  where  it  has  to  oonteod  with  that 
salt,  upon  its  own  territory,  and  withonC  a  par* 
tiole  of  protection.  Now,  why  not  contend 
with  it  also  at  home,  npon  our  territories,  npon 
the  same  terms  t  It  can  certainly  stand  the 
competition  better  at  home  than  abroad.  Why, 
then,  does  it  want  protectjon  at  home  t  Mr. 
Preudent,  another  opportanity  will  present 
Itself  fur  going  at  laroe  into  tbe  whole  question 
of  the  salt  tax ;  bnt  1  cannot  permit  this  oppor- 
tdtiity — so  forcibly  presented  by  Ihe  actual 
view  of  American  salt  ezport«d  to  the  British 
dominions — to  pass  by,  without  anfolding  the 
peonliar  operation  of  the  tariff  laws  npon  this 
article  of  nnirersal  and  prime  necessity.  I  will 
make  a  brief  expoution  of  this  cruel  operation  { 
and,  first,  we  will  see  the  quantity  and  value  of 
foreign  salt  Imported  into  the  Uuiutd  States,  aa 
shown  in  Uie  onstora-honse  returns  of  1B30 : 
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the  United  Slates.  See  thepnTe,ut- 
nral,  crystallised,  enn-made  salt,  which  anatt 
from  Spain,  Portogal,  EVsnce,  and  tb«  West 
Indies,  costing  seven,  eight,  or  nine  cents  s 
boshel.  Bee  Uiat  which  comes  tntn  theeot^ 
and  the  islands  of  the  Mediterranean,  andtlM 
head  of  tbe  Adriatic  sea,  and  which  ii  equdlj 
pure,  strong,  and  good,  ooeting  no  more  Ihu 
three,  four,  five,  and  six  cents  a  bushd.  Tha 
look  at  the  price  of  this  salt  in  the  seaport 
towns,  generally  ranging  between  forty  fi 
fifty  oenta  a  bushel ;  look  at  the  price  of  the 
same  salt  in  the  interior  of  the  conntry,  wbeB 
sold  to  the  fanner,  and  observe  this  price  in- 
creased to  about  one  dollar,  and  the  bushel  re- 
duced to  fifty  pounds;  observe  these  thiols 
and  tell  me  the  reason  of  this  excesstve,  this 
monstrooa,  this  astonishing  dispropoTtioci  )*- 
tween  the  import  and  the  retail  price.  Loot 
at  the  respective  prices  of  the  En^ish  fire-msdt 
salt,  and  the  natm^  snn-made  salt,  «'bi<:li 
comes  from  twenty  other  countries,  and  tell  nt 
tbe  reason  why  that  which  cost  double,  tci '» 
worth  bat  half  as  moch  as  the  other,  taO)  for 
about  the  same  price  in  onr  msrkeL  Tell  nte 
why  it  is  that  all  qualities  are  levelled,  sndiQ 
prices  rused,  to  the  same  standard,  and  proGu 
of  four  or  five  hundred  per  eentnm  eiacWd  on 
some  descriptions  of  salt.  Sir,  I  wiU  tell  yoe 
tbe  reasons  of  all  these  enonniliea,  and  IviD 
prove  it  to  yon  besides.  It  b  tbe  tariff  vbicb 
does  it !  It  is  the  tariff,  which,  giving  birth  lo 
a  race  of  regraters  in  the  seaports,  and  moD(^ 
olizers  la  the  interior,  throws  all  the  foreign 
salt  into  the  hands  of  one  set,  and  all  tbe  d(^ 
mestio  salt  into  tbe  hands  of  the  other;  >» 
enables  the  two  elasaes  to  fix  their  own  p^i<^e^ 
and  to  ezaot  what  they  please  for  every  v^etj 
of  the  article,  without  regard  to  the  differeM* 
In  cost  or  quality. 

The  tariff  does  it,  and  this  is  the  prooess :  A 
TBsael  arrives  ftom  the  draninioos  of  a  foreign 
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power  with  nit.  Before  a  permit  eta  be  ob- 
tiiiwd  to  land  It  on  the  boU  of  tha  United 
Bbtte,  the  dnt^  mast  be  pud  in  ready  muDey, 
or  bond  Bud  aeonrit;  given  to  ptj  it  in  nine 
■dddUu.  If  Dud  in  ready  money,  the  interest 
for  nine  months  is  disoomited ;  if  cc«dit  is  tftken, 
the  principal  and  securitiee  in  the  bond  are  all 
reqaired  to  be  citizens  of  the  Dnlted  States. 
ni>  is  the  Uw.  Now  for  the  practical  opera- 
tiraofthelair.  The  importer  who  has  bronght 
Oat  Mit  to  sell,  and  which  he  wishes  to  sell  at 
four,  five,  rax,  seven,  dght,  or  nine  centa  a 
biubel,  did  not  bring  along  with  him  n>are 
mh  at  the  rate  of  ten  oenta  a  bushel,  (wnicli 
ia  the  present  duty,)  to  pay  the  American  Qov- 
snment  befote  he  can  sell  his  salt  to  American 
dtiiens.  He,  therefore^  cannot  par  the  doty 
is  ready  money.  Credit  becomea  bis  only  re- 
poonie ;  and,  to  get  American  aecarities  to  his 
bead,  the  salt  moat  be  sold  or  consigned  to 
American  citisena.  This  throws  the  whole  for- 
tin  ult  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  few  men, 
tIo  make  it  their  bnsinese,  and  their  profit, 
either  to  go  aecnrity  and  take  the  salt  to  sell, 
or  to  bny  it  at  once  oot  of  the  bands  of  the  im- 
porter, and  aasome  the  dnttes  to  the  Govem- 
ment.  And  this  is  the  practical  operation  of 
the  law.  Having  aU  the  salt  in  their  own 
htada,  the  nest  uiing  la  to  fix  the  price,  and 
that  is  dcHie  by  adding  the  duty  to  the  cost, 
end  patting  as  many  hundred  per  cent,  as  they 

enw  apon  both,  for  their  profit,  and  this 
ingi  the  price  to  forty  or  fifty  cents.  This  Is 
the  process  of  the  regrater  in  the  seaport ;  the 
moaopolizer  in  the  interior  keeps  pace  with  his 
brother;  and,  between  the  two,  the  farmer 
pijs  four  prices  for  his  bnahel  of  salt,  and  then 
pti  a  weighed  bnshel  of  fifty  poonds,  measur- 
iag  little  more  than  half  a  bushel,  instead  of  a 
nwasnred  boahel,  weighing  ftom  seventy-six  to 
ei^ty-fonr  ponnda.  Bock  ia  the  operation  of 
(he  tariff  upon  the  price  of  salt  [  Abolish  the 
duty,  and  introdnce  a  free  trade,  and  what 
woold  be  the  consequence  t  Why,  sir,  the  im- 
porter would  never  fall  into  the  bands  of  the 
i«griten.  He  would  land  his  salt  without  a 
permit— without  ta«— without  bond— and  sell 
It  ia  the  river,  or  at  the  wharf,  to  any  one 
that  would  buy  it ;  or  he  wonid  ascend  into  the 
iaterior  with  it,  bartering  his  salt  with  the  farm- 
er!, against  their  provisions,  and  that  at  first 
cost,  withoat  dnty,  or  advance  upon  cost  and 
duty.  The  manubcturer  would  have  a  fair 
pric«  for  (he  domestic  article;  for  freight  would 
operate  as  a  protection,  and  be  equal  to  a  duty 
M  near  twenty  cents,  and  give  a  better  profit 
npOQ  their  capital  than  farmers  and  planters 
are  receiving.  This  would  he  the  state  of 
(nr  lalt  trade  if  the  dnty  was  abolished;  and 
(Tery  interest  of  the  farmer  requires  the  aboli- 

Tlie  Vest  ne«ds  foreign  trade.  Why  else  ^d 
oar  aaoestors  struggle  nuder  the  Government 
of  the  confederation  to  secure  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  UisBJasippi  I  Why  else  did  the 
whole  Wert  r^oioe  at  the  aoquiaitloa  of  the 
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months  of  the  HiBaisstppi  In  1808 1  But  it  is 
sud  that  the  introduction  of  the  hi^  tariff  pol- 
icy has  not  been  injurious  to  foreign  trade.  I 
think  otherwise ;  but  let  us  avoid  an  array  of 
oppomte  opiniona,  and  contradictory  assertion^ 
which  decide  nothing,  and  produce  no  resnlta, 
and  let  us  have  reoonrw  to  the  logic  of  facta 
which  pnt  an  end  to  all  mistakea  l>et  ns  ex- 
amine this  point  npon  evidenoe,  and  evidenoe 
of  that  character  that  no  man  may  be  permitted 
to  dispute  It  I  speak  of  the  evidenoe  of  the 
cuatom-bonse  books,  and  will  take  two  perioda 
which  will  exhibit  the  fUreat  state  of  the  que»* 
tion.  I  will  take  the  year  1816,  which  was  the 
year  of  the  commencement  of  the  high  tariff 
policy;  and  the  year  1880,  which  was  two 
years  after  that  system  had  attained  Its  present 
manmnm  growth.  In  the  first  of  these  yoara 
the  export  of  domestic  productions  was  (94,- 
781,896 ;  in  the  second  it  waa  $69,483,039. 
Here  is  a  decrease  of  five  milliouB,  when  there 
ought  to  have  been  an  increase  of  about  thirty 
millions ;  for  our  population  had  increased  one- 
third  in  the  same  time,  and  our  country  was  at 
peace  with  all  the  world  during  the  whole 

Kriod ;  and  her  foreign  commerce  should  hevo 
en  as  progreasiFe  as  her  population.  The 
diminution  of  foreign  trade  is  then,  in  reality, 
about  thirty-flvo  mUIions ;  and  that  in  the  short 
space  of  fourteen  years.  This  is  a  striking  view 
of  the  decline  of  foreign  trade  under  the  high 
tariff  policy ;  but  it  Is  by  no  means  the  strong- 
est view  which  the  case  admits.  That  strong- 
est view  will  be  seen  in  the  dissection,  or 
analysts,  of  our  export  trade  for  those  years ; 
an  operation  which  will  show  that  the  decline 
has  fallen,  not  generally  upon  all  our  exportSL 
but  partially  and  exclnaively  on  the  products  of 
the  earth — tiie  products  of  the  South  and  West 
— while  the  exports  of  the  Northeast  have  ao- 
tually  inoreasea  during  the  same  period. 
Here  is  the  analysis : 
In  IBIS,  the  domeitio  exports  were: 
In  the  prodneta  of  agriculture,  -  (C8,8M,000 
of  the  for«st,  -  T,JSB,000 

of  the  sea,     •        -  1,881,000 

of  manufactures,    -  1,766,000 

In  1880,  they  were: 
In  the  products  of  agricoltare,       •      140,976,881 
of  thaforsBt,  •  4,108,047 

of  the  MS,      -        -  1,7SS,1T0 

of  mann&otiiTes     -  ifiiTfiSO 

Here,  sir,  is  proof  for  yon  1  Here  is  dem- 
onstration? Here  ia  the  logic  of  the  esaot 
sciences  t  Here  is  the  true  working  of  the  high 
tariff  policy  I  And  what  does  it  prove  to  yon  ? 
It  proves  that  tupioulture  in  the  year  1830  ia 
worth  seven  milhona  lass  than  in  1816,  instead 
of  being  worth  one-third,  or  aeventoen  millions 
more ;  that  the  products  of  the  forest — a  kin- 
dred product  to  ^icnlture — are  three  millions 
less  in  18S0  than  1816,  instead  of  being  three 
millions  more;  that  the  prodncts  of  the  sea, 
instead  of  declining  like  the  others,  have  ao> 
tually  advanced  near  half  a  million ;  and  that 
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tbe  producta  of  the  manofactoriea  have  ad- 
vanced upwards  of  threefold,  from  one  miUion 
had  three-quartera  to  six  million  and  a  half! 
This  l(«ic  of  figores  puts  to  Si^ht  all  the  de- 
Itmve  theories  which  would  either  denj  the 
fact  of  a  decline  in  our  forelga  oommerce,  or 
attribat«  it  to  the  diminotioQ  of  money,  and 
oonseqaent  fall  of  prices.  The  produce  of  the 
high  tariff  States  ia  not  affected  by  those  causes. 
The  prodnce  of  the  sea,  namely,  fish,  oil,  whale- 
bone, and  spermaceti,  which  goes  from  the 
high  tariff  States  in  the  Northeast,  sells  as  well 
OS  ever.  The  prodQoe  of  the  manafactoriea, 
too  namerons  to  be  detailed,  especiaUj  after 
reodins  a  list  of  them  an  hour  ago,  also  goes 
fiviin  uie  same  State,  and  is  voatlj  increased. 


&e.,  kc.,  which  goes  from  the  SonUiem  and 
Western  States,  is  largely  sunk  in  valoe ;  the 
prodnce  of  the  forest,  which  ^oes  priooipally 
from  the  same  States,  and  consists  of  skins  and 
Airs,  of  tar,  pitch,  rosin,  and  turpentine,  of 
staves  ood  shingles,  hewn  timber,  masts,  spars, 
boards,  and  other  lumber,  has  also  sank  in 
value.  Sir,  there  isno mistake  in  thesefigaresi 
no  error  in  these  dednctions  I  no  room  for  any 
diversity  of  opinions  t  The  high  tariff  works 
alike,  throughout  all  its  departments,  and  in 
every  operation,  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is 
hurtfnl  to  the  farmer  and  the  planter ;  it  Is  ben- 
eficial to  the  flsherman  and  the  manof^turer. 
It  sheds  the  whole  of  iU  benign  inflnenoes  upon 
the  Northeast ;  it  reserves  all  its  baleful  effects 
for  the  South  and  West  I 


erol  speakers,  lit.  President,  have  read 
to  US  the  aoooonts  of  Britjsh  oppression  during 
our  colonial  vassalage.  They  have  shown  that 
we  were  allowed  to  mannfactnre  nothing  for 
ourselves,  and  were  compelled  to  purchase  the 
manufactares  of  the  mother  country.  This 
was  cert^nlr  a  great  oppression  upon  the  col- 
onists, and  deserved  their  highest  resentment; 
bat  in  some  respects  the  present  state  of  trade 
between  the  West  and  the  high  tariff  States  is 
on  a  worse  footing  for  the  West  than  that  of 
the  colonists  was  with  the  mother  conntry.  In 
the  first  place,  the  colonists  bought  their  man- 
nfhotures  from  the  mother  country  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  we  bay  from  tbe  high  tariff  States, 
especially  in  the  essential  articles  of  woollen 
goods.  In  the  next  place,  the  colonists  paid  in 
uieir  own  prodnctions,  we  in  money.  In  the 
third  place,  the  colonists  furnished  the  raw 
materials  to  be  worked  up  in  Kogland,  while 
the  West  furnishes  scarcely  any  raw  material 
for  the  Northeaetem  munafactares,  and  many 
of  thom  employ  foreign  materisla,  to  the  eiolu- 
sion  of  American  materials.  We  have  a  very 
striking  instance  of  this  in  a  memorial  now 
npon  onr  tables  from  a  firm  of  fiax  manofao- 
tnrers  near  Philadelphia.  It  contains  this  re- 
markable sentence :  "  The  manufactures  your 
memorialists  produce  ore  from  foreign  flax  ex- 
clusively, and  consist  of  shoe  threads,  ttdlor's 
threads,  twines,  and  flax  and  tow  yams  enter- 


ing into  other  manufactnrea,  as  cheeks,  liiMaa, 
carpeting,  patent  floor  cloth,  boot  weblnng,  and 
hair  seating,  which  cannot  be  made  fmn  tbe 
fiax  grown  in  this  country,  of  a  quality  to  an- 
swer the  purposes  of  the  oonsnmsn,"  Kow, 
under  the  old  colonial  system,  tbeM  mannfm- 
tnrers  would  have  been  obliged  to  nse  Ameri- 
can flax,  and  to  have  pud  AnMricana  for  it ; 
but  under  our  high  tariff;  they  buy  tbe  flax 
from  abroad ;  and  the  high  daties  npon  all  tfa« 
manufactures  of  flax,  as  threads  and  twiae^ 
checks  and  linens,  carpetings  and  floor  doths, 
boot  webbing  and  hair  nnating  enablea  Ui«di  la 
sell  the  manufacture  anffidea^  hi^  to  enable 
them  to  buy  the  foreign  material,  and  the  mo- 
ple  are  to  be  deluded  with  the  story  that  tba  is 
a  domestio  manufactory  I  The  qnaatity  erf  for- 
eign flax  imported  into  the  United  StMia  in 
two  years  oner  tbe  tariff  of  ISSS,  and  renuin- 
ing  in  the  oonntry  for  oonsomptioii,  was  ninety- 
sis  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  dol- 
lars' worth ;  which,  of  course,  went  into  oar 
domeeljo  manufactories.  It  is  the  saine  thing 
wiQi  other  articles ;  for  our  cnstom-hoose  books 
diow  an  import  of  foreign  wool,  sinoe  the  tarifi' 
of  1624,  to  uie  value  of  two  miUiiHi  seventy-two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  eightjr-five  doilart ; 
of  foreign  hemp  to  the  value  of  tbrec  millioa 
five  hundred  and  forty-one  thonoand  ni  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  dollars ;  of  for^gn  indigo 
to  the  value  of  four  million  eight  bimdred  and 
thirty-five  thousand  seven  hnndred  and  sixty- 
seven  dollars ;  of  forugn  raw  hides  to  the  value 
of  eleven  million  one  hnodred  and  seventy-two 
thousand  seven  hnndred  dollara;  andoff<ffe^ 
Airs  to  the  value  of  two  million  seventy-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollan: 
making,  !n  the  whole^  an  importation  of  Ear«iga 
materifds,  in  five  articles  alone,  to  the  amemil 
of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  io  the  sbtrt 
space  of  NX  years,  between  the  years  18M  sad 
1880.  And  this  is  tbe  net  amount  whidi  n- 
muned  in  the  oonntry  for  consomption,  afttf 
dednoting  the  re-eiportations.  This  JDUMon 
sum  has  been  paid  to  foreigners,  instead  of 
American  citizens ;  ao  that,  in  this  reelect,  v 
trade  with  the  Northeastern  mannflutorett  is  on 
a  far  worse  footing  than  that  of  the  old  colo- 
nists with  Great  Britun.  Bnt  I  trust  that  thia 
hardship  will  soon  be  relieved,  and  that,  in  the 
modification  of  the  tariff  at  the  present  mgaoa, 
the  farmers  and  planters  of  tbe  United  6tatei 
will  be  admitted  into  the  benefits  of  the  Aner- 
ioon  system,  and  secured  in  the  domestie  rap- 
ply  of  the  raw  materials  to  onr  doneetio  manu- 
iBCtories.  I  hope  for  this  much  for  the  firm- 
ors,  and  for  the  honor  of  the  syitaDi.  Fcr 
nothing  can  be  more  absurd  thou  to  erect  do- 
mestio manufactures  apKm  foreign  materiil>; 
nothing  more  contradictory  than  to  nvdieste 
independence  for  goods  upon  depeodcDes  for 
materials  to  make  them  out  of;  notluitg  iDor* 
iniquitous  than  to  give  to  the  manofso'iirM* 
the  home  market  of  goods,  and  not  give  to  tbs 
fkrmers  the  home  market  of  raw  matdisl*; 
nothing  more  insnlting  to  Qia  u 
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[Sdmt 


of  U»  poopl^i  Uun  to  oill  snoh  a  one-dded  mo- 
ik»o1t  an  Ameriun  ayttem. 

Ttie  Test,  (hen,  ]fr.  Prwident,  in  ooinniOD 
witb  *11  the  ■grionltoTal  portiona  of  this  Union, 
liH  k  deep  and  direct  interest  in  the  preserra- 
tioD  and  eztenuon  of  foreign  trade.  If  she 
looked  to  her  intereart  alone.  If  she  looked  at 
tha  qiMrtkn  under  the  single  aspect  of  selfish 
bentft,  she  vonld  ba  an  advocate  for  niire- 
itrided  oomnwroe  with  all  the  world.  Bhe 
iroold  eonttnne  the  erj,  upon  which  she  went 
to  war  twm^  jears  ago,  for  free  trade  and 
■Blors'rt^iUI  But  dw  Wast  is  not  individQal 
in  her  esisteoee,  nor  egotlftloal  in  her  poUoy. 
She  is  a  seotional  diviaton  of  an  extended  con- 
UAiertej  \  she  Mongs  to  a  great  poUUcal  sys- 
tem;  she  b  nlijeot  tu  a  daplicate  form  of  Gov- 
Hmncot;  and  tbese  conditions  impoee  npon 
ber  abGgntioiu,  which  neither  AoXj  nor  patnot- 
iatn  permit  her  to  disregard.  Her  QoTemment 
BiDgt  be  supported,  and  that  support  requires 
rereoiie ;  ber  indqwadenoe  mnst  be  m^tain- 
ed,  and  that  induendenoa  re^niree  a  home  snp- 
plj  of  certain  artkAea.  Foreign  oommeroe  pre- 
KBtB  the  most  eonTeolMit  aoDJeot  (br  rerenne, 
for  the  support  of  the  Federal  Qovemment; 
and  the  lev;  of  th«t  revenae  may  be  made  the 
meaasof  eneonra^ng  the  prodootion  of  the  es- 
■entij  artiolea  whidi  our  independence  reqairee 
to  be  made  at  home.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
qulifying  the  unlimited  freedom  of  trade, 
which  oar  peconiary  interest  might  require; 
sod  heaee.  also,  the  measnre  of  that  qnslifioa- 
tioo.  Am  this,  Mr.  President,  brings  me  back 
lo  a  point  which  I  mentioned  b^ore,  and 
whidi,  upon  this  snt^t,  b  the  law  and  the 
pnq)hetB  wiUi  me:  reYenae,  to  ^e  extent  of 
the  Qovemment  wants ;  protection  as  an  inci- 

ir.  President,  I  honb  I  hare  been  fbrtnnate 
emaghtomakemyselfintelligible  to  the  Senate. 
I  certiialj  nodentand  mysdf^  whether  others 
do  or  not  I  am  an  enemy  to  nnneoessary  taza- 
(joQ,  sad  mean  to  vote  for  redncing  tlie  revenne 
to  the  waats  of  the  OoTemment  I  am  an 
enemy  te  a  pnblie  debt,  to  its  substance  aa  well 
ss  to  its  sludow,  and  mean  to  vote  for  relief 
frtm  the  bnrdens  as  well  as  relief  from  the 
Bame  of  oar  present  debt.  I  am  a  friend 
to  domestic  indostry,  and  int«nd  to  give  it 
1  bir  pmleeUon  under  the  rwilar  exercise 
of  the  rerenae-raislng  power.    1  am  a  friend 


sM  mean  lo  have  regtfd  to  every  public  in- 
terest—the  bmier  as  well  as  the  maaufactnrer 
—the  eotMimer  as  well  as  the  prodoeer — the 
importer  as  welt  as  the  exporter,  in  adjnsUng 
tb«  tntore  eeale  of  the  tariff  dnties.  Above 
sU,  I  am  a  friend  to  the  coltivaton  of  the  earth, 
■nit  mean  to  labor  hard  to  give  them  some 
benefit  from  the  reduction  of  the  revenae,  in 
Itnrering  the  price  of  land  I  and  abolishing  the 
tax  on  salt  For  tlie  rest,  I  am  in  favor  of  ac- 
tion, not  words.  I  am  for  going  to  work  on  the 
tsriff  Inll,  and  ceasing  to  debate  on  the  tariff 


resolntions.  I  am  in  favor  of  dropping  t>oth 
the  resolntions  before  OS,  and  sending  another 
to  a  committee,  directing  that  committee  to 
bring  in  the  whiue  tariff  in  one  bill — every  item 
now  subject  to  duty ;  that  we  may  take  It  np 
for  decinon,  begin  at  the  beginning,  and  go  to 
the  end ;  alteriog  what  we  can  alter,  and  show- 
ing the  result  to  the  people,  for  their  approval 
or  oondemnation.  This  ia  what  I  am  now  for; 
and  for  this  purpose,  I  now  conclude  my  q>eeeh, 
and  offer  yon  a  resolution  in  amendment  or 
substitution  of  those  which  are  now  depending, 
(instructing  the  committee  to  wbicb  the  subject 
shonld  be  r^erred,  to  report  a  bill  embracing 
all  the  items  on  which  a  redaction  might  t^ 
thought  proper,  either  with  or  without  fixing 
the  rate  of  dnties  on  each  article.) 
The  Benat«  then  adjourned. 


UoNDAT,  Uorch  10. 
Th»  Tariff. 

The  Senate  again  proceeded  to 
following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr.  CukX 
on  the  Sth  January  last : 

Jbto/w^  That  the  eilstiog  duties  upon  articles 
impocted  from  foreign  countries,  and  not  coming 
into  competition  with  dmiUr  articlea  made  or  pro- 
duced within  the  United  States,  ought  to  ba  forth- 
with aboUabed,  exoept  the  duties  upon  winea  and 
tilka,  aod  that  tbey  ought  to  be  reduced. 

RuUted,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  report 
a  bill  aooordlngly. 

And  Ur.  HAnra'a  amendment  thereto,  pro- 
praed  on  the  16th  of  January,  viz: 

Strike  oat  all  after  the  word  "  oonntriea," 
and  insert  as  followa : 

>■  Be  so  reduced  that  the  amount  of  the  public 
revEQue  shall  be  snfflcient  to  defray  the  eipeoses  of 
QoTernaieQt  according  to  the  present  scale,  after 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt ;  and  that,  allowing 
a  resaonible  time  for  ^  gradual  leduction  of  the 
present  high  duties  on  the  articles  coming  In  com- 
petition with  nmilar  articles  made  or  produced 
within  the  United  Stales,  the  dnties  be  ultimately 
equalixed,  ao  that  the  daly  on  no  article  shall,  aa 
compared  with  the  value  of  that  article,  vary  ma- 
teri^y  from  the  general  average." 

Ur.  Hi.YTra  then  called  for  a  dlvirion  of  tha 
question ;  and  the  vote  was  first  taken  on  strik- 
ing oat  ail  of  the  original  resolution  after  the 
word  "  Setolved,"  by  yeas  aod  nays,  and  aegt^ 
tived,  as  follows: 

Tui.— Uessn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  For- 
syth, OruDdy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kaoe,  King,  Milter, 
Moore,  Poindeiter,  Robinson,  Smith,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White— 18. 

Kits.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton, 
DiokeisoD,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelingbuyien, 
Hendricks,  Bobnea,  Johnston,  Knight,  Ifamy,  Pren- 
tiM,  Kobbins,  Seymour,  SUsbee,  Sprague,  Tipton, 
TomlinaoD,  Waggaman,  WUkins — S3. 

The  Prendent  declared  that  the  amendment 
of  Hr.  Rltnk  was  r^eoted,  and  the  ori^nal 
resotntion  adopted. 


.yGoogle 


ABEIDOMBNT  OP  THE 


TDWD4T,  Mftrch  SO. 
Xond  Gnmt  ta  Miuouri. 
Kr.  Bxmo?!  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
trodnce  A  bill  KrantiDR  to  the  State  of  Ifisaoari 
five  hQDdredtAOQ^ana  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  internal  improvement  within 
that  State ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
aeoond  raadlng. 

Wedkxbdi.t,  March  21. 
Zand  Grant  to  LonitiatM, 


a  Undito  aid  the  wid  State  in  lieepiDg 
open  Itw  watercourwa  cominnDiMtiDg  with  the 
Kinudppi,  and  for  such  other  oly'ecta  ii  maj  be 
oonsidatM  of  pablie  ntUitj. 

Land  Grant  to  JtfMtrippi. 
Ur.  PoiNDiziBB  offered  a  reBolotdOD  of  ij 
qnirj   rebtive  to   a  grant  of  600,000  i 
land  to  the  State  of  MiBsiaaipi  ~ 
internal  improvement. 


uippi,  for  porpoaes  of 


Thubsdat,  Uardi  S2. 
The  Tariff— Mr.  Wilhtni  AuundmrnL 

Ur.  WiLKUfs  then  submitted  the  following 
amendment  to  the  resolntion : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  forthwith,  and 
insert  the  following :  "  so  far  reduced,  or  alto- 
gether abolished,  as  to  bring  down  the  amoimt 
of  the  pablio  revenae  to  a  sum  saEBcient  to  de- 
fray the  ordinary  expeoditnrea  of  the  Govern- 
ment, after  the  pajment  of  the  national  debt, 
as  proposed  in  the  late  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasarj,  and  withoat  a  view  to  a  sar- 
ploa  revenue,  or  for  distribution,  hariog  soch 
regard  aa  th^  may  deem  expedient  to  saoh  aa 
ultimate  equalitation  of  duties  aa  will  render 
them  efficient  for  the  purpose  of  their  impori- 

Ur.  WajosB  aaid  it  was  conceded  that 
the  revenue  must  be  rednoed  in  conseqaence  of 
the  approaching  eitiuotion  (tf  tbe  pablio  debt ; 
and  the  question  was,  in  what  manner  the 
dnties  should  be  spread  over  the  various 
articles  of  imports.  He  was  not  willing  to 
concede,  in  arranging  the  dottea,  tbe  principle 
of  protection.  However  erroneons  the  legisla- 
tion of  tbe  comitry  m^  have  been,  which  led 
to  the  present  posture  of  its  industry,  he  was 
opposed  to  the  abandonment  of  that  system. 
He  did  not  deem  it  consistent  with  public  fdth 
to  withdraw  from  manu&ctaresthat  protection 
under  which  they  had  grown  up.  He  was 
willing,  however,  to  conoiliate  the  interests  op- 
posed to  this  system,  and  for  that  purpose  he 


Rttdttd,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  Sute  be  rfqoMtJ 
to  report  to  the  Senate  Ihe  lavs  and  eommeroil 
regulsUonsof  foreign  eoontries  la  reladoatodoriM 
on  Imports,  and  tbe  boactk*  and  other  regohtions 
for  the  encouragement  of  exports,  iriiiefa  in  mj 
manner  tend.  In  their  elfoet  and  of^nAon,  ivcou. 
tenet  tbe  dntles  now  imposed  by  ta*  m  ibcir  is. 
portatioii  into  tbe  UiiHed  Scates,  as  br  as  tbcr  may 
have  bean  recdred  at  the  depaituMot,  Aice  ue  rs- 
osipt  of  those  pnUisbed  by  onJer  fd  Cmigresa 

Ibtolvti,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Tresnrj  ba 
reqaested  to  report  to  tbe  Senate  tbe  presect  cred- 
its on  duties  on  imparts;  and  the  tiytHetajot 
proTiding  by  law  for  the  aradnal  vdaetion  tbenn^ 
to  what  extent,  and  at  what  dme.  ^Ise,  to  npM 
on  tbe  expediency  of  making  sadrBlunliocu  io 
tbe  existing  laws,  aa  to  provide  for  the  sasMsieDt 
of  ad  valorem  duties,  according  to  a  valnatioa  of 
Imported  articles  in  the  port  or  place  of  inpaitt- 
llon ;  and,  also,  to  report  wbetber  any,  or  wiM  •!■ 
teratlons  ongbt  to  be  made  in  tbe  law  bnpoKg  do- 
tiea  on  non-enmaerated  artidea  of  imporutioii,  la 
aa  effectually  to  juevent  frauds,  anil  the  eraicD  of 
the  payment  of  the  dntiea. 

Ur.  HxTira  in<]Dired  (tf  Ur.  Vilxhis  whether 
he  understood  him,  correctly,  aa  proposing  only 
to  repeal  the  dudes  on  the  unprotected  anicle^ 
leaving  the  protected  articlEsuntoDched.  Sodi 
would  oertamly  be  the  effect  of  his  amendDwnt, 
which  touches  none  but  the  articles  ccmifis 
into  competition  with  those  made  or  pradueea 
in  tbe  United  States ;  and  how  a  radnctian  of 
the  duties  on  them,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  10 
no  more  than  seven  millions  of  dtdlaia,  CMild 
reduce  the  revenue  to  a  sum  sufficient  merely 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  tbe  Government,  wai 
than  he  could  understand,  auless  the  ei- 
penses  were  to  be  enormously  increased. 

T&T.  WiLKiNs  supposed  that  tbe  reading  of  the 
resolutions,  with  which  he  proposed  to  iMOin. 
pony  bis  amendment,  would  have  satisfied  As 
gentleman  from  Bouth  Carolina  aa  to  the  eitent 
of  reduction  to  which  he  was  wilBng  togch 
V,  by  any  change  of  our  commercial  r^iut- 
tions,  and  the  present  modeof  oollectingdotits, 
an  equivalent  could  be  ^ven  to  the  mannfie- 
turer,  he  would  be  willing  to  reduce  the  doto 

the  tariff  articles  to  Uiat  extent.  A  bene- 
ficial change  conld  also  be  made  in  the  impoeti 
on  what  are  denominated  non -enumerated  u- 
ticles  \  and,  also.  In  the  valuation  of  imported 
goods.  By  assee^Dg  tbe  duties  in  propoition 
to  the  value  of  the  goods  in  tbe  United  Slates, 
instead  of  their  value  at  the  f<:H¥lgu  port,  i 
material  benefit  would  result  to  the  American 
manufacturer,  and  firands  on  the  reveane 
would  be  lessened.  With  these  changea,  be 
thought  some  reduction  of  dutiee  might  be  made 
on  tbe  tariff  articles,  without  operating  to  the 
injury  of  domestic  industry. 

Hr.  CLA.T  made  some  remarks  in  oppcntioa 
to  the  amendment.  If  any  thing  was  to  be 
done  this  season,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  it 
'    done  without  llie  very  long  del«y  which 
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the  idoption  of  the  reeoIatioQS  wonid  oooaaion, 
unlcM  uie  aegaion  should  ie  extended  throngh 
tlw  jetr.  Tbe  amendmeD^  bj  itMlf,  would  not 
«?Mt  taj  object  whloh  the  geatleman  bad  In 
TJeir.  After  all,  there  was  bat  one  qneHtioo  to 
b«  decided — whether  we  were  to  retain  the  pro- 
teetire  principta  or  not.  Afterwards  tbe  qaes- 
tion  woiild  uiM,  on  what  protected  articles  a 
redocliott  could  be  made.  It  waa  difflealt  to  mj 
apriari  what  ihonld  be  tbe  precise  reduction 
of  duties  on  all  articles.  If  we  rednce  or 
ibolith  the  dnties  on  anproteot«d  articles,  at 
this  KS»ion,  to  the  extent  of  seven  millions,  and 
Ittve  the  protected  cIub  of  dnties  nntonched 
till  the  next  sexsion,  we  sbonld  probably  go  far 
esongh,  t&oogh  not  so  far  as  he  was  willing  to 
p.  BnttbAdoptioQ  of  the  gentleman's  nrop- 
oiition  would  inevitably  prevent  tbe  possiliiilty 
of  effecting  anj  redaction  whatever  at  this  ses- 

Hr.  Habot  Mid  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  ^scnsiion  of  the  general  subject  of  the 
tuiff,  hot  to  explain  his  views  in  giving  the 
TDte  which  he  bad  given,  for  not  striking  ont 
Uie  reeolntion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentnokj. 
He  had  voted  aguiut  striking  oot,  Iteoanse  he 
did  Dot  approve  of  the  ameDdment  proposed 
bj  &B  Senator  from  Sonth  CarcAina,  to  be  in- 
Mrtedin  lien  thereof;  bnthedid  not  intend  by 
the  vote  he  had  given  to  express  his  approval 
of  the  entire  resointion  of  the  Senator  from 
EentDGky.  He  felt  disposed  to  concnr  with 
him  m  apftrt  of  it.  So  far  as  it  went  to  remove 
the  duties  on  non-protected  articles,  as  they 
hid  been  called,  which  are  ot>]ect8  of  common 
ooiuiuDptioD — articles  which  all  classes  and 
eoudiiiona  of  onr  citizens  are  in  the  habit  of 
luing,  be  was  ready  and  willing  to  give  it  his 
npport.  Bnt  tbe  resointion  was  general  in  its 
ajKntions  npon  non-protected  articles ;  it  pro- 
poKS  to  take  off  tbe  duties  on  sach  as  are  con- 
nmed  only  by  the  rich  and  Inxnrioas.  He 
ihoold,  tbereftne,  when  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  WtLLKiss) 
■honld  be  diaposed  of^  propose  an  amendment 
tbe  eSeet  of  which  would  be  to  retain  a  duty, 
but  lea  than  that  now  imposed,  on  articles 
naoally  denominated  Inxnriee,  as  well  as  on 
■ines  and  silks.  He  was  aware,  he  said,  that 
the  duty  which  he  wished  to  retain  on  these 
■rtidea,  might  not  be  indispensably  necessary 
for  the  pnrpose  of  revenne,  but  there  were 
nasoQS  very  snffioient  to  his  mind  for  retaining 
them.  Tbe  abolition  of  all  dnties  on  articles  of 
Ininrj,  while,  for  tbe  purpose  of  protection, 
duties  were  continued  on  articles  which  were 
consamed  by  the  less  wealthy  and  the  laboring 
clases  of  onr  citizens,  was  wrong  in  principle, 
•nd  wonld  strengthen  tbe  opposition  to  the 
policy  of  protection ;  it  wonld  furnish  another 
groiind  of  attack  npon  it.  Aa  a  friend  of  pro- 
tection, ho  felt  nnwlliing  to  do  any  thing  that 
would  strengtben  the  hands  of  those  who  wonld 
destroy  it  Utogetfaer.  He  wonld  confess,  for 
himself  he  felt  somewhat  alarmed  for  the  safety 
of  tbe  protecting  policy,  and  be  thought  its 


friends  had  modi  to  do  to  save  it  from  ntter 

prostration.  He  thoaght  the  Senator  from 
Kentocky  was  mistaken  in  tbe  extent  of  the 
eonqneets  the  prote«ting  policy  had  made  orer 
the  oppontion  to  it.  That  opposition  was  ex- 
tensive and  strong ;  and  nnlese  something  was 
done  by  the  friends  of  protection  to  remove  or 
disarm  it,  he  feared  it  would  ore  long  prevaiL 
If  we  proceed  no  farther  than  tbe  resolution 
under  conrideration  proposes  to  go,  we  shall 
leave  more  discontent  in  the  coantry  when  we 
adjourn,  than  there  was  when  Oongress  first 
met.  The  resolution  proposes  parti^  legisla- 
tion— it  left  nntonohed  the  dnties  on  protect«d 
articles.  The  whole  tariff  required  revirion, 
and  there  was  no  good  reason  for  not  making 
it  at  this  time.  No  Senator  bad  spoken  on 
tills  snMeot,  who  has  not  admittea  that  the 
present  law,  laying  duties,  is  very  defeotive. 
It  has  been  repeatedly  alleged  here  that  it  was 
made  by  the  enemies  of  the  protecting  ^stem, 
and  made  as  bad  as  itconld  be,  and  then  forced 
upon  the  friends  of  that  system.  If  this  be  so, 
we  ought  not  to  shrink  from  a  review  of  it,  for 
the  pntpose  of  removing  the  acknowledged  im- 
perfections, and  introducing  such  improvementfl 
aa  are  ueeeiBary  to  preserve  protection  and  ap- 
pease discontent  He  was,  he  said,  opposed  to 
legislating  piecemeal  on  the  subject.  If  tiie 
duties  on  non-protected  articles  were  removed 
now,  the  dnties  on  the  protected  articles,  which 
were  the  grounds  of  oomplaiut,  would  reqidn 
unacted  on.  He  was  for  having  the  whole  sub- 
ject sent  to  a  oommittee,  and  he  bad  expected 
some  Senator  would  have  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  aceomplifdi  this  end ;  but  finding  the 
other  day,  when  we  were  about  to  pasa  finally 
on  the  resointion,  no  such  modification  was 
proposed,  he  bad  prepared  one,  which  wontd 
open  the  whole  subject  to  tbe  oommittee.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  resolution  of  the  Senator 
fhim  Sentnoky  (which  proposes  to  aholbb 
forthwith  the  dntr  on  non-protected  articles, 
except  wines  and  silks,  and  to  reduce  it  on 
them)  be  would  add  the  fbllowing:  "  And  that 
the  duties  on  articlee  imported  into  the  United 
States,  similar  to  such  as  are  made  or  prodnoed 
therein,  ought  to  be  so  graduated  as  not  to  ex- 
clude snch  foreign  articles  from  coming  into 
competition  in  onr  markets  with  those  made 
and  produced  in  the  United  States ;  hat  to  es- 
tablish the  competition  on  such  terms  as  shall 
give  a  reasonable  encouragement  and  protec- 
tion to  tbe  manafactures  and  products  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Wn-KiifB  spoke  in  reply  to  the  Senators 
ttom  Maine  and  Kentucky.  He  thought  it 
perfectly  practicable  to  review  and  arrange  the 
whole  system  at  this  session.  He  wished  to 
have  the  Inqniry  made,  whether,  by  a  change 
In  commercial  regnlations,  an  eqnivalent  can 
be  afforded  to  the  manufacturers  fbr  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  dnties  on  protected  articles.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  say  how  far  this  purpose 
would  be  effected  by  abolishing  credits  on 
duties,  and  b^  the  adoption  of  another  valna- 
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tion  BfBtem ;  bat  these  r^^alBtions,  u  thej 
exist,  certainly  have  an  anfsvorable  bearing 
npoD  the  protected  intereeta.  He  would  not 
abandon  tbe  system,  for  he  oonsidered  it  as 
ooDstitatiooal  and  expedient.  But  be  wonld 
jjeld  mnch  for  the  eexe  of  baring  the  subject 
settled  at  onc«,  andforeTer.  Be  was  not  afraid 
of  the  delaj  growing  out  of  his  amendmenL  It 
wonld  have  a  great  effect.  Inqniries  had  been 
eet  on  foot  bj  the  TreaHory  Department,  which 
would  result  in  very  important  information. 

Mr.  TxEBWBU.  aaidthat,  in  effect,  there  were 
tliree  disttnot  propositions  under  consideration, 
aad  it  was  neoeasarj  to  compare  these  with 
each  otlier,  before  any  correct  opinion  could  be 
formed  as  to  the  nropriety  of  adopting  either. 
It  was  true  that  the  Senator  from  New  York 
Qb,  HuKfY)  had  not  yet  presented  his  scheme 
in  form ;  bat  as  he  had  read  his  resolntions  in 
his  place,  and  had  announced  his  purpose  of 
offering  them  as  a  snbatitnte  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Fennsylva- 
nia,  (At.  Wilkinb,)  if  the  latter  should  be  re- 
jected, the  Senate  was  bo  compelled  to  consider 
this  project  in  deciding  upon  the  propriety  ef 
adopting  either  of  the  others. 

Comparing  these  three  schemes  according  to 
the  Krammarian's  mode,  he  would  say  that  that 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  was  in  the 
poritive  degree,  and  was  umply  bad ;  that  ot 
the  Senator  ^m  Eentaoky  (Mr,  Oli.y)  was  in 
the  .comparative,  and  was  worse;  and  that  of 
the  Senator  from  New  York  was  in  the  super- 
lative, and  waa  the  worst  of  alL  Or,  if  gen- 
tlemen pleased  to  reverse  this  comparison,  he 
wonld  say  that  the  New  York  project  was  posi- 
Uvely  bad,  the  Kentncky  project  comparatively 
better,  and  that  of  PennsylTania  was  the  best 
of  all  of  them,  although,  for  himself,  he  must 
aaj  that  bad  was  this  best  Therefore,  if  he 
was  bound  to  take  one  of  these  bitter  potions, 
be  ahonld  be  compelled  to  take  the  last  as  that 
which  was  the  least  disagreeable. 

All  these  several  plana  propose  to  reduce  Ilie 
amount  of  the  future  revenue  of  the  United 
Btatea ;  and  the  qnestion  waa,  how  muoh  i  To 
this  question  the  Senator  from  PennsylTania 
answers,  to  the  meaftore  of  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Oovemment,  so  as  to  leave  no 
fiorplns  in  the  Treasnrv,  to  become  hereafter 
the  subject  of  scuffle  ana  scramble ;  and  this  he 
annonnoes  in  the  terms  of  his  amendment  itself 
without  qualification  or  reserve.    The  Senator 


tion ;  and  be  qnalified  the  declaration  made  by 
bim,  by  at^ng  afterwards  that  his  scheme  of 
reduction  would  be  limited  by  that  protection. 
Give  bim  adequata  protection  for  maonfectures, 
and  be  announced  distinctiy  his  perfect  willing* 
ness  to  reduce  the  amonnt  of  the  revenue  to 
any  point  which  the  most  moderate  wonld  pro- 
pose. To  use  his  own  strong  langoage,  in  that 
case,  be  would  not  be  "oatbra^ed "  by  any 
one.  Bat  adeqnat«  protection  he  mnst  and 
would  retun,  even  if  the  preserration  of  such 
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?rotection  shall  bring  more  reveooe  into  the 
reasury  than  the  ordinary  expanse  of  tbe 
Qovernment  required.  It  is  obviooa,  then,  that 
the  expressed  and  unqualified  proportion  of  tb« 
Senator  from  PennsylvBnia  Is  better  than  tblj. 

So  far  as  they  re^d  the  revenue  derivaUs 
from  what  ore  called  the  duties  on  onprotecUd 
articles,  both  the  Senators  from  Pennsylvaaia 
and  Kentucky  concur  in  proponng  toe  lodi 
abolition  of  lUl  theae  dntiea,  except  tbosa  ini' 
posed  on  wines  and  silks.  Inthisreq«et,tiiBa, 
[heir  schemes  are  similar.  But  that  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York  differs  from  each  of 
them  in  this :  be,  although  in  favor  of  a  dim- 
inntion  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  some  of 
theee  unprotected  article,  is  for  re&ining  ill 
the  duties  imposed  npon  otbeii,  whiih  b« 
called  luxuries.  His  reason,  too,  for  this,  de- 
serves some  notice.  He  tells  the  Senate  that, 
if  they  repeal  the  taxes  which  are  now  im- 
posed upon  articles  consomed  by  tbe  tidi  only, 
the  tariff  policy  will  become  more  odiou*  Ihaa 
it  now  is.  Therefore,  for  the  porpose  of  pre- 
serving the  American  system  in  good  odw  with 
the  people,  they  must  retun  the  dntiea  upoo 
luxuries,  and  continue  tbe  burdens  unnMsssority 
imposed  npon  the  rich,  lest  the  poor,  (I  b<g 
pardtHi  of  tbe  gentleman  fhun  Peon^lvaois, 
who  has  lotd  us  that  there  wwe  no  poor  in  lUs 
country,)  lest  the  teas  wealthy,  (to  use  his 
phrase,)  should  complain  more  loudly  than  they 
now  begin  to  do  of  tbe  grievous  impodtiiiai 
upon  their  comforts  and  neoeasaries.  lbs 
Senator  from  New  York  is  unwilling,  then,  to 
reduce  the  revenue  even  to  the  extent  propose 
by  the  Senator  fhim  Kentucky. 

The  Senator,  with  bis  accustomed  fiaakntsi, 
told  the  Senate  that  the  revenue,  if  reduced  to 
the  full  extent  of  his  scheme,  by  abolisbing  sD 
the  duties  imposed  upon  all  the  nnprotaded 
articles,  would  still,  he  feared,  amCHintloit 
least  eighteen  millions,  three  millions  mors 
tlian  the  Treasury  report  states  to  be  requisite 
to  satisfy  the  otmost  wants  i^  the  Gwvemmeat. 
But  he  could  not  agree  to  rednoe  it  more  at 
present^  because  he  ^onld  then  be  ccmpdled 
to  diminish  the  necessary  protection  Ttqnited 
for  the  support  of  his  &vorite  ^atem,  which 
he  was  not  disposed  now  to  do.  Tbe  SsDalor 
from  New  York  proposes,  however,  to  retain  s 
Iwge  portion  of  even  these  dntiea,  which  both 
the  oUier  Senators  are  willing  to  abcdish,  and 
this  with  a  distinct  knowledge  that  sodi  a 
proposition  mnst  neoessarily  augment  the  amount 
of  revenue,  and  so  increase  the  quantum  of  tbs 
surplus  "  spoil,"  to  be  hereafter  diatribnled  in 
some  form  or  other. 

Of  all  the  evils,  said  Mr.  T.,  which  in  bii 
Judgment  wero  most  to  be  deprecated  in  this 
country,  was  the  accumulation  of  sur^vses  in 
the  Treasury.  Its  effects  mnst  be  eitfa»  U 
transform  this  Oovemment  into  a  monsto'  d 
wanton  and  bloated  extravagance,  or  to  gener- 
ate new  fcuds  and  differences  b^ween  tbs 
States  as  to  themode  of  distributing  it  Btb« 
result  wonld  be  equally  destnictive  of  Uw  Unioa 
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of  th«  Statca,  tad  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
For  one,  therefore,  he  shoiild  erer  eapport  that 
nbtme  of  fioanoe  whioh  promiwd  to  prodace  u 
little  u  poteitde  bejond  the  aotiul  eiigenciM 
of  the  Oorernment ;  and,  in  oar  present  oon- 
ditioD,  the  pablio  debt  b«ng  diMbarged,  he 
would  preftr  even  a  deficit  to  an  excess  of 

The  strikiiiK  dlffiarenoe  which  he  had  stated 
TU  autber  the  sole  nor  the  least  dissimilitode 
between  the  three  several  projeota  he  was  then 
wimining,  said  Kr.  T.  Ther  differ  from  each 
other  «Ten  more  Id  the  manner  than  in  the 
iDMinre  of  redootion.  The  Senator  fi'oin  Peon- 
ijlfsnia,  while  agreMng  with  the  two  other 
BsDiton,  ia  his  oeterminadon  of  preserving 
Dumpaired  t^  aotnal  protection  to  mannfae- 
tnrea,  ia^  oererlheless,  wiUing  to  oommnte  tt  for 
otber  eqaivalenta  of  as  mn(£  potenoj,  if  these 
ttull  be  ooBsidered  as  more  aooeptable.  He 
unMranees  three  lUfierent  plans :  the  pafment 
in  ash  of  the  dntiss  imposed  npon  foreign  arti- 
cl«*  which  eater  into  eompetition  with  onr 
dmoMtio  mannfactares ;  a  scheme  of  warehoas- 
ing  nob  imported  artjclea ;  and  a  new  mode 
of  ucsrtaining  their  Tilne  by  appraisements  to 
be  made  at  tbie  place  of  importation.  And  he 
ttUa  the  Senate  that,  whatever  of  protection  the 
tdcqXion  of  all  or  of  an  j  of  the  different  schemes 
Bitj  be  considered  as  wortli,  that  amount  he  is 
wiUing  to  dednct  from  tiie  amonnt  of  the  pres- 
snl  dntiei  fbr  encouragement.  Thna  diminiah- 
inf  itill  mora  the  receipt  of  snrplns  revenne, 
vfiile  preserving  existing  i»vtectlon;  and  hold- 
ing oat  some  other  advantages  which  seem  to 
ma  U>  be  well  worthy  of  fbrtber  examination. 
Tb«  Senators  from  Centnolc;  and  New  York, 
Wsver,  are  ndther  of  them  willing  to  tonch 
tbe  present  system  of  protection,  in  an j  mode 
wbiiever. 

So  br  as  the  duties  on  the  nnproteoted  arti- 
d«*  in  conoemed,  both  the  Senators  from 
Fenujlvania  and  Kentnoky  are  willing  to 
sboliah  them  altogether,  with  the  exception  of 
wines  and  silkB;  bat  the  Senator  from  New 
Turk  Mjs  no,  most  of  these  dnties  are  impoeed 
0^0  loxoriee,  and  althongh  they  are  not  re- 
qured  fbr  either  revenue  or  protection,  yet,  if 
;oa  disburden  the  rioh,  while  yoQ  continue  to 
oppNas  the  less  wealthy,  yon  will  surely  make 
JMT  American  ^stem  more  odioos  than  it  now 
H  sod  wilt  so  endan^  Its  future  fate.  There- 
in,  keep  such  duties  on,  although  they  are 
■ot  wanted.  So  fbr  as  the  protecting  dnties 
*"  amaeetatA,  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
ia  willing  to  OMnmnte  them  fbr  satisfactory 
equinlenia^  to  be  furnished  by  a  system  ot 
CCBunereial  r^olations,  which,  having  no  regard 
to  retenoe,  wUl  neoeeaarilydJminirii  the  risk  oif 
anuplnsin  the  Treaanry.  The  Senator  from 
Eeolaeky  ia  unwilling  to  adopt  this  course 
pow,  from  DO  indispoeition  to  attain  its  objects, 
iflandvstand  him  correctly,  bat  from  an  un- 
wiUingBSM  to  disturb  the  protecting  policy  in 
^f,  way  at  (his  dme.  For  he  declares  his  de- 
■in  to  reduce  the  datles  of  protection  hereafter. 
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in  all  oases  where  tbey  give  more  than  reasona- 
ble enoouragement  to  the  mannfactnring  indus- 
try, if  any  such  there  are.  But  the  Senator 
from  New  York  announces  his  determination, 
not  merely  to  preserve  the  present  system,  so 
far  as  it  gives  a  reatonable  encouragement  to 
this  branch  of  industry,  but  never  to  permit 
any  rival  foreign  commodity  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  home-made  article,  eioept 
under  circomitanoeB  giving  advantage  in  the 
competiticm  to  the  home  niaoafaotnrer.  Thia, 
in  effect,  ia  to  give  a  monopoly  of  the  home 
market  to  the  home  manufacturer,  to  the  extent  . 
of  the  supply  he  is  about  to  m^e;  and  then 
lets  in  the  foreign  commodity  at  an  increased 
price  to  the  consnmer,  which,  while  it  mnst 
oppress  him,  ia  neither  required  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Government,  nor  to  protect 
the  manufacturing  industry.  It  ia,  therefore, 
an  oppressive  burden,  wantonly  imposed, 
without  any  other  ot^ect  than  to  aocnmulate  a 
surplus  in  ibe  Treasury. 

In  this  view  t^  the- subject,  aaid  Ur.  T- 
although  I  do  not  approve  of  the  scheme  o£ 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  yet  it  seems 
to  be  so  far  preferable  to  both  the  others, 
that  I  shall  ^ve  it  my  support  at  present. 
What  may  be  the  vote  I  may  give,  if  the 
amendment  obtuna,  it  will  he  time  enou^ 
hereafter  to  state. 

Ur.  BmnmoKa  rose  to  inquire  of  the  Chur, 
if  it  would  now  ]fe  in  order  to  move  to  refer 
the  whole  subject,  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  and  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  to  one  of 
the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Senate ;  and 
being  informed  by  the  President  that  it  would 
be  in  order,  he  proceeded,  and  said : 

It  was  then  bis  purpose,  before  resuming  his 
seat,  and  after  he  uoald  have  tnade  a  very  few 
observations,  to  move  a  reference  of  the  whole 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Kannfactnres.  It 
must  now  be  obvious,  sdd  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
further  we  progress  tn  the  disonssion  of  these 
alMtract  resolutions,  the  greater  will  beonr  diffi- 
onltiea;  and  the  less  probable  it  isthat  we  shall 
ever  agree  on  any  thing.  These  resolutions 
have  been  befcn«  the  Senate  more  than  two 
months.  And  surely  no  member  of  the  body 
can  entertain  the  opinion  that  we  are  in  the 
least  degree  approaching  nnonimity ;  bnt  that, 
on  the  contrary,  we  are  further  apart  now  than 
when  we  began ;  and,  indeed,  the  amendment 
reoentiy  proposed,  especially  in  connection  with 
other  amencunents  sumeeted,  seem  to  be  pro- 
dnoing  a  degree  of  ooninsion,  and  a  greater  di- 
versity of  ofdnion,  than  has  been  manifested  in 
any  previous  stage  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  that  the  whole  sn^eot, 
both  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senator  fr«m  Pennsylvania,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manrntotures. 

Mr,  Kins  said  :  Mr.  President,  it  iamy  deeigii 
to  deUuu  the  Senate  bnt  a  few  minntea,  bnt  I 
cannot  oonsent  'Uie  reference  proposed  should 
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be  nude,  without  i^ving  my  view  of  the  efitet 
irhioh  it  is  calonUWd  to  orodaoe.  Sir,  I  hare 
not  been  an  inattentive  otwerrer  of  this  whole 

Sroceeding ;  more  than  two  montlu  put,  the 
enatof  from  Kentucky  introduced  bis  resolu- 
tions, ioBtmcting  tbe  Oommittee  on  Finance  to 
bring  in  a  bit!  to  abolish,  forthwitb,  all  the 
duties  on  artiolee  nnprotActed,  with  a  slight 
exception  bh  to  aUks  and  wines.  A  labored 
and  protracted  debate  ensaed,  which  I  forbore 
to  take  any  part  in,  from  a  oonvietioQ  that  no 

Sractlcal  good  could  resdt  fhim  the  disonaaioii. 
[r.  President,  no  man  in  the  Senate,  or  in  tiiia 
nation,  feels  more  sensibly  than  I  do,  the  nqJDit 
operation  of  the  tariff  aponthe  section  of  oonn- 
try  in  which  I  reside ;  and  no  man  is  prepared 
to  go  further,  in  a  constitntional  resistance  to 
this  oppreeaive  Bystem,  than  I  am  i  bnt,  sir,  I 
had  hoped,  most  ardently  hoped,  that  a  spirit 
of  ooDciliation  would  have  guided  the  delibera- 
laona  of  this  Oongreoe ;  that  discontents  wonld 
be  removed  by  Just  l^alaljon;  and  that 
harmony  wonld  be  reMored  to  oar  dietraot«d 
oonntry.  I  will  not  say,  sir,  that  this  fondly 
cbetisbod  hope  la  entirely  destroyed ;  but 
I  mnst  confess  tbe  oonrse  i>nrsned  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentnokr,  and  his  frieods,  is  well 
calculated  to  weaken  the  expectation  that  this 
all-important  sabjeot  will  beamiosbly  ac|]nsted. 
Sir,  that  Senator,  it  is  tnie,  baa  been  lilwral  in 
bis  professions ;  he  has  sold  he  will  reduce  the 
revenue  to  the  lowest  snm  which  may  be  ra- 
qnired  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government ; 
and  how,  sir,  does  he  proDoee  to  efitet  thist 
Uerely  by  a  repeal  of  tbe  aades  on  the  nnpro- 
teated  articles  now,  and  at  a  more  convenient 
season  resort  to  fhrther  legislation ;  for  he  has 
repeated  over  and  over  again,  with  great  em- 
phaus,  "  yon  most  not  toneh  the  protected  aja- 
tern."  This  system,  so  holy  in  the  ^es  of  the 
Senator,  of  tsjring  the  many  fbr  the  benefit  of 
the  few,  which  draws  from  the  podtele  of  onr 
people  more  than  seventeen  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  must  not  be  tonobed.  I  am  not,  Ur. 
President,  dieappoint«d  in  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky ;  he  is  oontistent  with  himself;  but, 
sir,  I  am  sorprised  and  pained  at  tbe  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania ;  from 
bim,  I  am  free  to  confess  1  had  hoped  better 
things.  Is  this  the  evidence  he  ^ves  of  the 
Bpirit  of  conciliation  by  which  be  was  aotoated ! 
To  me  the  amendment  propoeed  is  decidedly 
more  objectionable  than  the  original  reeolntionB; 
they  are  plain  to  eveir  nndcMtanding ;  while 
the  amendment,  eqaally  avoiding  all  interfer- 
ence with  the  protected  articles,  proposes  so  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  the  naprotected  class  as 
to  bring  down  the  revenue  to  the  actual  de- 
insods  ot  tbe  Government.  An  annual  revenue 
(^more  than  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars  is 
thus  to  be  brought  down  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  wuich  none,  I  believe,  will  con- 
tend, should  exceed  fifte«D  miUions,  and  most 
of  us  are  of  the  opinion  shoiud  not  be  more 
than  twelve,  by  a  redaction  of  duties  on  arti- 
cles which  do  not  pay  altogether  seven  millions. 


Sir,  I  will  not  give  uttaranoe  to  tlMfediDgstlia 
proposition  is  odculated  to  excite. 

Mr,  DioKEBsox  Bud,  the  advantage  ot  Hat 
reference  is  this :  that  the  OMnmittee  ms;  re- 
port a  bill,  upon  which  we  m^  act  with  mora 
practical  effect,  than  upon  an  abstract  proposi- 
tion. If  the  Benat«  adopt  the  ree<dutl«i  to  in- 
stmct  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  Dpao  Ae 
prinuple  cmitained  in  that  rwolntion,  the^  ma 
feel  under  obligationa  to  sapport  twib  biU.  It 
the  bill  shoola  be  reported  witiiont  snch  la- 
stmetions,  no  Senator,  except  the  ocnunittee 
reporting  the  bill,  will  be  in  any  way  com- 
mitted to  support  it,  no  more  than  if  thrill 
should  be  introduced  upon  leave,  or  if  i£tro- 
dneed  by  the  ooDmiittee  under  tbur  genml 

Crera,  according  to  the  su^eotion  ef  tin 
ator  from  AlAama,  (Mr.  Emo.)  It  may 
be  true,  as  the  Senator  snggeata,  that  the  Cmu- 
mittee  on  Haonfactores  have  the  power  to  re- 
port such  a  bill  as  is  called  for  by  the  retola- 
tion,  but  tbe  committee  think  it  more  beoomiag 
them  to  perform  duties  than  to  eserciae  power. 
Bad  the  committee  reported  auch  a  biH  under 
their  general  powers,  it  is  poeeihle  th^  miglit 
have  been  infonned  by  that  Senator  that  lacy 
had  performed  a  service  not  required  b;  tbem. 
The  power  to  report  such  a  ImII  win,  I  praum^ 
be  exerdsed  by  the  committee  is  soon  as  tbcy 
can  know  that  andi  exerdae  of  power  will  med 
the  ^probation  of  tbe  Senate. 

Ur.  FoiHinxTsi  s^  that,  if  the  retolntioD 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  (llr. 
Glat)  could  be  so  amended  as  to  change  itt 
affinnative  character  into  an  iuslnction  of 
mere  inquiry  on  the  salyect  to  which  it  ^elIte^ 
he  shonld  make  no  oljeotion  to  its  refermoe  to 
the  Committee  on  Uannfactoree  inthatsb^c; 
but,  as  the  proposition  affirmed  a  prinoi[de  baa 
which  be  (Mr.  P.)  dissented,  he  oonld  give  ao 


eral  honoraUe  Senators,  that  to  refer  this  reto- 
Intion,  with  the  several  amendments  laid  on  tbe 
table  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Peon^l- 
vania,  wonld  leave  the  whole  subject  oi>en  to 


the 


1  the  s 


sent  to  them  in  the  form  of  an  inqniry.  He 
thou^t  oliienrise.  The  Senator  from  Sest- 
tuchy  had,  at  an  early  period  of  the  sei^ 
offerod  a  resolution  to  insQuct  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  report  a  bill  on  eertwn.  general 
principles,  on  which  the  opinion  of  tbe  Sensts 
was  asked.  After  a  protracted  and  inter^iiig 
discussion,  a  vote  had  been  takoi  (hi  stritinf 
out  the  whole  of  the  original  resolntion,  and  in- 
serting an  amendmentpropoeed  by  an  bononbls 
Senator  from  Bonlh  Carolina ;  and,  on  a  divi- 
sion of  the  question,  the  Senate  have  Kdemnly 
determined  to  retain  tbe  resolntion  in  the  fonn 
in  which  it  was  presented  by  the  Senator  froa 
Kentucky. 

Does  not  this  decision  pledge  a  m^ority  n 
the  Senat«  to  sustain  by  their  future  votes  any 
bill  which  may  be  reported,  carrying  oat  tb» 
broad  proportion  of  the  mover  li  the  i«9ohi- 
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tioD,  whicb  we  an  called  od  to  refer  withaat 
taj  modiSoatkni  wbaUrert  The  oommlttee, 
u  tba  perfomunM  of  ita  duty,  frill  regard  tLia 
nfercDM  aa  an  eipr«aaion  of  an  opinion  favor- 
ible  to  th«  viewa  of  the  Benator  from  Een- 
tiiclc7,  sad  we  mtj  forthwith  eipect  a  report, 
vitb  all  tbe  detaila  neoessarf  to  oarrj  thia  new 
■jiUq]  inta  efibct. 

He  protested  agaioat  anj  aaoh  modification 
of  the  tariff  of  1838  aa  that  proposed,  leaving 
in  iu  oSenrive  features  ontonohed,  and  render- 
ing it  even  more  odiooa  and  objeetiDnabte  to 
the  mat  body  of  the  American  people,  tban  it 
TDnld  be  withont  an^  attempt  to  change  the  sja- 
lan.  He  had  listened  attentiTely  to  the  debate 
nhicb  bad  occupied  ao  mneh  of  the  time  of  the 
Seoate,  on  abstract  qnestions  of  political  eoono- 
a; ;  he  considered  sacb  a  debate  wholly  voprof- 
itiUe,  and  as  leading  to  no  practical  rcealt ;  there 
VIS  no  end  to  tpecalatlve  reasoning  and  opinions 
ta  this  absorbing  subject ;  and  until  some  defi- 
nite scheme  waa  matured  and  sabmitted  to 
the  Senate,  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  partici- 
pUc  in  the  diecnaaion.  But  he  could  not  vote 
to  Nnd  the  leaolntion  of  the  Senator  from  Een- 
tnckj  to  au^  committee,  fortified  by  the  sanc- 
tion which  It  had  received  bj  s  refasal  to  atrike 
it  ont,  and  insert  the  amendment  uf  the  Senator 
from  Sonth  Carolina,  nnlese  it  was  so  modified 
H  to  show  on  ita  face  that  nothing  more  was 
intended  than  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
eonunictee  to  the  Butiijeet  which  it  embraced. 
He  felt  a  deep  solicitude  that  all  jnst  canse  of 
diButia&ction,  and  ever;  ground  of  discontent 
imong  the  people,  might  be  removed,  b j  a  re- 
dnettoa  of  ontien  on  foreign  importations  to  a 
TMMnable  standard  during  the  present  eeaston. 
Let  us,  said  he,  in  a  mutual  spirit  of  com- 
promise and  ooncaseion,  do  Joatioe  to  all,  and 
restore  tranquillity  to  this  distracted  country ; 
bnt  certain  hf  waa  that  this  olgect,  bo  much  to 
be  desired,  conld  not  be  achieved  by  adopting 
the  scheme  of  the  Benator  from  Kentucky. 
He  ihoold,  therefbre,  vote  against  the  proposed 
rerereoM  of  the  reaolntion.  l£r.  P.  afterwards 
offered,  as  an  amendment,  the  resolutions  which 
he  had  laid  on  the  table  in  December  last ;  which 
■as  agreed  to, 

Ur.  QATm  said,  that  whatever  differenoe  of 
i)|nnion  might  exist  as  to  the  general  effect  of 
the  mere  rd'erenoe  of  a  resolution  to  a  commit- 
tw,  it  appeara  to  me  that  no  two  minds  can  be 
brought  to  different  oonolnsions  as  to  the  efibct 
dF  referring  this  particular  Teaotutioti  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  The  point  in  dia- 
pate  between  the  fHeuds  and  opponents  of  the 
pi^>teetin^  system,  ia,  whether,  in  the  proposed 
modification  of  the  tariff,  we  shall  separate  the 
iioprotected  from  the  protected  articles;  and, 
proceeding  fbrtbwith  to  abolish  the  dutiee  on 
the  fbrmer,  leave  the  latter  imtouohed.  The 
resolaUon  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  {Mr. 
Clit,)  now  under  consideration,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr, 
Wimsa,)  embraces  those  articles  only  "  which 
do  uot  oome  into  Dompetitioa  with  nirnilAr  arti- 
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olea  made  or  produced  within  the  United 
States."  The  rejection  of  my  motion  to  strike 
out  thia  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
an  amendment,  looking  to  a  generd  reduction 
on  all  articles,  protected  as  well  as  unprotected, 
has  left  before  us  the  naked  proposition  of  so 
modiMug  the  tariff  aa  to  take  off  the  duties 
entirely  from  the  umiroteoted  srtielea,  leaving 
all  of  tiioee  which  aSW  the  woteoted  articles; 
in  plain  tenna,  to  maintain  tiie  proteoting  sys- 
tem in  ita  most  odiona  (brm,  and  its  most  op- 
pressive character.  Andthlsitthepropodtjoa 
which  it  is  now  moved  to  refer  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  Manufactnrea— a  oonunittee  known  to 
be  favorable  to  such  an  arransemeut  of  the 
tariff  as  is  proposed  in  this  reaolntion — a  com- 
mittee, t^  which  the  Senator  irom  iTew  Jersey 
<^.  Dioexbsok}  is  chairman,  and  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Oi^t)  a  member — a  com- 
mittee, four  members  of  which  out  of  five  are 
known  to  be  devoted  advocates  of  the  Amerioaa 
system.  What,  I  would  ask,  can  be  the  effect 
of  such  a  reference,  but  to  put  the  propodtion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  into  the  form 
of  a  bill,  and  to  have  it  in  the  oonrso  of  a  very 


committee  may,  if  they  please,  extend  the  re- 
duction to  other  articles  than  tboee  embraced 
in  the  resolution  referred  to  them.  No  one  can 
suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  they  will  doao; 
and  when  the  Senate,  after  due  deliberation  on 
the  subject,  determiuea  to  submit  to  them  the 
single  propomtiou  to  reduce  or  alwliah  tiie 
duties  on  wines,  silks,  velvets,  spices,  and 
other  articles  of  luxury,  it  is  hardly  to  be  im- 
agined that  snoh  a  oommlttee  will  go  ont  of 
tjieir  way  to  take  up  another  and  distinct  prop- 
osition—4he  reduction  of  the  doties  upon  Ibe 
neoeaaaries  uS  life,  nob  aa  woolleiu,  coUodbi 
and  iron,  not  referred  to  them. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Kr.  Olat,  who 
contended  that  tlie  adoption  of  the  motion 
would  not  oommit  the  Senate,  Mr.  Kibb  renew- 
ed bis  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ; 
which  motion  waa  lost  by  the  following  vote : 

Tiis.— Uessrs.  B)bb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Foranh, 
Qrundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Mangnm,  Hiller, 
Hoore,  Poindeiter,  Smith,  lauwell,  Troup,  Tjler, 
Wbile— 17. 

Navs.— Heaaia.  Bell,  Beaten,  Backner,  day, 
CUyton,  Dallaa,  Dickerton,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foo^ 
FrelinghuysOQ,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane, 
Knigbt,  Harey,  Prentias,  SobbiDa,  Boblnson,  Rug- 
gles,  Seymour,  Silsbce,  Spragiie,'npl'}Q,  Tomlinson, 
Webster,  Wilkins— S9. 


Mr.  FoBSYTH  moved  to  amend  tiie  motion, 
by  also  Instructing  the  committee  to  take  into 
oonsideration  the  following  proposition  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Haykb,  and  r^eoted  some  days 

Strike  out  all  after  the  ward  "  conntrieB,"  and  in- 
sert— "  Be  BO  reduced,  thiit  ihe  amount  of  the  piil>- 
lic  reTcnue  sball  be  ■ufficleDt  to  defray  the  etp««i«ea 
of  Government  acconUug  to  Ih^r  preWDt  scale, 
after  the  payment  of  the  pablio  dclit;  and  that, 
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Bllaving  ■  i«««oumble  time  for  the  gradual  redac- 
tion of  the  preuDt  high  duties  ou  the  articlescom- 
Ing  Into  comp«tl(ioD  with  Bimikr  article*  bumIb  or 
produced  in  the  United  States,  the  duties  be  olti- 
iDatelj  eqoaliied,  so  that  the  dudet  on  no  articles 
■hall,  as  compared  with  the  value  of  that  articte, 
vaTf  mateiiallj  from  the  general  average." 

Hi.  EBin>BioES  baling  accepted  the  motion 
as  a  modiSoation  of  the  one  made  hy  him, 

Ur.  FouisBZTBB  also  moTed  that  the  ootn- 
mittM  be  fliriber  instnioted  to  take  iota  aon- 
tideration  the  following  regolutiom,  mbmitted 
by  him  on  the  23d  December  last : 

Setolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  En- 
■tracted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedleocj  of  fixing  a 
rate  of  datle*  oa  foreign  imports,  not  to  eieeed,  on 
aof  artioie  imported  into  ^e  United  States,  more 
tlian  tweatj  per  cent,  ad  valoreni ;  and  not  to  re- 
duce the  duty  oo  an*  article  M  imported  below  ten 
Cr  cent,  ad  valorem ;  and  to  arrange  such  deties, 
ring  regard  to  all  the  great  Interests  of  the  coun- 
try, to  BS  lo  produce  &  net  rcTenue  of  not  less  than 
fifteen  miiiione  of  dollars  annuailj. 

Ettolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  Inquire  into  the  eipedienc;  of  giving 
effect  and  operation  to  said  system  of  duties  on  the 
80th  day  of  June  next. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  that  the  committee  be  fur- 
ther iDBtraot«d  to  take  into  consideration  the 


fiirtber  to  inatniot  the  committee  to  inqnire  into 
tlie  expediency  of  transferring  them  to  the 
States  in  whioh  they  lie,  on  resaonable  terms. 

The  several  propositioDS  vere  accepted  by 
Mr.  Rendbioes  as  modifications  of  hia  motion. 

Ur.  H1.YIIS  rose,  and  said,  that,  after  reflect- 
ing on  what  has  Just  been  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Gleorgio,  it  appeared  to  him  that  an  oti- 
servation  had  &]len  from  that  gentleman,  sns- 
oeptible  of  mtsoonception,  and,  therefore,  re- 
qairing  explanation.  That  gentleman,  in  the 
oonrse  of  his  obBervationa,  had  said  that, 
"  though  he  was  as  strongly  opposed  as  any  one 
GOold  be  to  the  whole  protecting  Byatem,  yet  he 
was  not  disposed  to  resort  to  any  iUegal  or  nncon- 
Btitational  measures  to  put  it  down — nor  wonld 
he  adopt  a  course  opposed  to  the  constitntion 
of  the  Union."  Now,  sir,  I  desire  to  know  from 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  whether,  in  ii^ng 
these  expressions,  he  intended  to  impnte  to  nie, 
or  my  friends,  any  hostility  to  the  consldtntion 
or  the  Union. 

Mr.  F0B8TTH  replied  that  he  had  intended 
no  imputation  npon  the  Senator  tmra  South 
Carolina,  or  his  political  friends.  He  had  ref- 
erence merely  to  a  certain  doctrine  whioh  bad 
been  propagated  at  the  South,  whioh  he  be- 
lieved to  be  unconstitutional,  and  the  tendency 
of  which  he  considered  as  unfavorable  to  the 
permanency  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Baths  then  said  that  he  was  satisfied 
with  the  explanation.  The  genUemaa  from 
Georgia  was  certainly  at  liberty  to  entertain 
Us  01m  opinions  as  to  the  tendency  of  any 
doctrines  promolgated  here  or  elsewhere.     I 
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will  take  this  oecanon,  however,  to  mj  Uist 
there  are  do  persona  in  this  conntiy — come 
from  which  quarter  they  may — more  uncerely 
attached  to  toe  Union,  or  more  devoted  to  the 
oonstitntion,  according  to  its  ta^e  spirit  and 
meaning,  than  those  miom  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  on  this  floor;  none  more  inflexibly 
determined  tomaint^n  the  integrity  (rf'theooe, 
or  the  rights  secured  by  the  other,  thongh  they 
may  differ  very  widdy  from  the  gentkmu 
from  Georgia  as  to  the  means  by  which  these 
olyecta  are  to  be  occomptished. 

Mr.  Button  rose  to  second  the  moticn  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentacky,  who  sat  on  bis  right, 
(Mr.  Bibb,)  and  to  thank  him  also  for  having 
made  it.  It  was  cheering  to  hear  a  vdce  from 
Eentncky,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Vest,  in 
favor  of  redudng  the  price  of  the  public  linda. 
That  question  had  occupied  the  yonnger  Slates 
of  the  West  for  many  years^  and  at  this  time 
engrossed  and  absorbed  their  feelings.  A  h- 
ture  plan  of  revenue  was  now  to  be  settled; 
and,  in  the  settiement  of  that  plan,  a  prchmi- 
nary  question,  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  forced  itself  upon  the  mind  of  every 
stetesman,  and  every  citizen  of  the  We«L  Th» 
Committee  on  Mannfactnres — he  did  not  ssy 


the  whole  business  of  settiing  the  future  fAm 
of  revenne  I  It  had  collected  into  its  hands  sU 
the  ol^ectsof  revenne,  except  the  public  lands; 
and  he  (Hr.  B.)  most  insist,  so  far  as  hb  voiea 
could  insist,  npon  their  considering  that  object 
also.  The  question  for  that  oommittee  to  de- 
cide was  this :  upon  what  articles  shall  datiw 
be  reduced  or  abolished)  Surely  the  public 
lands  which  now  produce  three  millions  of  diJ- 
lars,  and  a  few  years  benoe  will  produce  6ve 
millions,  arc  rather  too  large  an  otyect  to  be 
skipped,  or  overlooked,  or  passed  ^  withont  ob- 
servation, in  answering  that  queaffon.  Be  »•* 
rejoiced  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  on 
his  risht,  (Kr.  Bisn,)  had  brought  it  forward ; 
heartily  glad  that  he  had  moved  its  refereDce 
to  the  committee  which  now  had  the  system  of 
future  revenne  in  its  hands,  and  he  would  cer- 
dially  vote  for  sending  the  inquiry  to  that  com- 
mittee for  its  consideration  and  report 

Mr.  Kahs  aaid  that  he  shonld  be  excnsed  by 
the  Senate  for  rising  at  so  late  an  hour,  wben 
the  fact  was  stated  that  the  people  be  repre- 
sented were  incomparably  more  interested  in  t 
chao^  of  the  land  system  of  t))e  United  States, 
than  in  any  conceivable  a4instmeot  of  the  tsiiff. 
As  strange  as  it  might  appear,  there  was  oov 
a  necessity,  founded  upon  the  prin^[de  of  s 
uniform  dispensation  of  Instice  to  all  parts  of  the 
country,  for  referring  tie  important  subject  <rf 
the  public  lands  to  the  Committee  on  llanufa^ 
tures.  That  committee  had  in  charge  not  only 
the  protection  of  American  manubctnres,  but 
that  of  the  revenue  and  finances  of  the  Stales. 
Every  gentieman,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate which  had  occupied  so  much  time,  had 
spoken  of  the  repeal  or  diminution  of  Che  dntica 
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upon  impoata,  sad  ot  the  amoHOt  necesMrj  to 
be  retuBed  for  the  pnrpows  of  Oovemment, 
lud  proModed  upon  uia  idea  that  the  reoeipti 
from  kod  MJes  were  to  remain  as  they  were. 
That  the  ram  of  tfar^  millions,  annOallj  accm- 
ing  from  that  lonroe,  was  to  be  set  down 


>  the  a 


t  of  f 


and,  vbetber  gMitlemeo  had  settled  down  upon 
eightcMi,  fiftesD,  thirteen,  or  twelve  millions, 
Si  Iha  pn>per  sam  for  Government  pa  rposea,  no 
one  hid  hinted  at  diminutioD,  either  in  the 
price  of  laoda,  or  in  Uie  amonnt  to  t>e  derived 
from  Uxdr  sale.  Against  all  calenlations,  based 
npoD  the  exMctatioD  that  ever}^  thing  was  to 
U  dimiDtahea,  esoept  tiie  prioe  of  pnbUc  land, 
he  felt  himaelf  boiud  to  proteet ;  and  he  was, 
Ibenfore,  in  &vor  of  ref^ring  this  matter  to 
tbs  GommittM  on  Manofactgres,  that  they 
might  ocmMder  whether  this  sooroe  of  revenne 
stone  was  to  remMD  nntonched. 

Ur.  HMTOHHiKa  said  that  he  accepted  the 
praporition  of  the  Senator  from  Sentnckj,  (Mr. 
Boo,)  with  the  amendment  to  it  proposed  b; 
the  Senator  fhim  tUinois,  (Mr.  RoBiseoic,)  as  a 
modifeatioD  of  his  motion  to  refhr ;  and  how- 
erer  iucongrnons  It  might,  at  first  thonght, 
ippmi  to  refer  any  thin^  connected  with  the 
pubhe  lands  to  the  Committee  on  Mannfkctores, 
jet  be  beSered  it  to  be  a  very  proper  disposi- 
tion of  the  matter.  The  reeolntion  proposed 
to  be  referred,  was  the  commencement  of  a 
Mri«fl,  by  whidi  the  revennes  were  to  be  re- 
duced to  the  wants  of  the  QoTernment  after 
the  psjToeDt  of  the  pnblio  debt 

}b.  Vitm  said :  The  simple  propontlou  is, 
thsC  the  Oonunittee  on  Mannfiwstnres  inqnire 
into  the  expedicaioy  of  redooing  the  price  of  the 
pnblie  lanoa,  and  of  disposing  of  uiem,  apon 
reasonable  twma,  to  the  States  in  which  they 
raapeetiTely  lie. 

Othvs,  in^vor  of  this  proportion,  have 
innsled  tiiat,  as  this  committee  have  already 
been  mvesled  with  all  the  other  powers  which 
tppropriately  belong  to  the  C!ommItt«e  on  H- 
nanee^  they  ooght  also  to  be  olothed  with  this, 
u  the  public  lands,  annnally,  yield  to  tbe 
Tnasnry  a  considerable  snm  of  money.  Snp- 
—  -'  - }  be  mfttaken  in  the  effect  of  this 
joDtend  they  are  still  right  in  the 
e  tiiey  wish.  The  appropriate  dnty  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Manofaotures  is  to  see  that 
nitil^  and  adeqoate  protection  is  afforded  to 
whst  is  oalled,  by  its  fhends,  the  American  sys- 
(m,  or  Amertcan  indnstry.  We  cannot  forget, 
that  a  Aw  years  ago  one  of  onr  public  fnno- 
timariea,  in  making  his  report  to  Oongress, 
utde  ttus  very  matter,  the  price  of  the  pnblio 
Isadi,  an  eaaential  ingredient  in  this  American 
•j>t«n;  and  broached  the  doctrine  that  the 
Istge  qoaatiliea  pat  in  the  market,  and  low 
pricM  fbr  diem,  were  iqjnrions  to  domestic 
xuiiiibctnreB,  and  onreasonably  fkvored  the 
IniiutH  of  agricnltore,  aa  none  would  labor 
duu  for  the  mannfaotorers,  who  oonld,  for  a 
niaU  cam,  pnrohase  land  in  the  West,  and  onl- ' 
tirste  bis  own  freehold. 
T01.XL-S8 
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The  qnestion  was  tlien  taken  first  on  the  mO' 
tioD  with  all  the  modifications,  with  the  objec- 
tion of  that  of  Mr.  Bibb,  and  decided  as  follows ; 

TtAi.— Heurs.   Bell.    Buckner,   Clay,   Clayton, 


Webster,  \ 

Hits.— Heam.  Benton,  BIhb,  Brown,  EUii,  For- 
syth, Onindy,  Qsrns,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Msngnm, 
Miller,  Hoore,  Foladeiter,  Smith,  Taiewell,  Troop, 
Tyler,  While— 19. 

Kr.  Bob  swd  he  had  a  sense  of  the  dignity 
of  the  Senate,  and  of  what  was  dae  from  liim 
as  one  of  its  members,  too  high  to  permit  him 
on  this  occasion,  or  any  other,  to  tnfle  with  ite 
deliberations.  He  hoped  he  had,  heretofore, 
oondnoted  himself  in  tne  moet  reepectfnl  man- 
ner to  the  Senate,  and  he  had  resolved  in  his 
own  mind,  at  all  times,  hereafter,  to  oontribnto 
his  ud  to  support  the  dignity  and  independenoe 
of  tlie  Sentfe,  as  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government. 

I  can  'assnre  my  friend  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
BnoKRBB)  that  I  am  serions  in  offering  the  rea- 
olutioD  for  iDstmotion  to  the  Oommittee  on 
Mannfactures,  to  ingnire  into  the  propriety  of 
reducing  Uie  price  of  the  public  lanas.  If  there 
is  an  apparent  incongmlty  between  the  subject 
proposed  to  be  referred,  and  tbe  style  of  tjie 
committee  to  whom  it  is  to  be  referred,  that 
&nlt  is  not  chargeable  t4>  me,  bnt  to  the 
vote  of  the  minority  of  the  Senate  in  referring 
the  subject  of  revenue  and  finance  to  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Manufaotnrea,  in  preference  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  I  did  not  vote  for  that 
reference.  '  But  as  the  reference  of  the  other 
qnestions  of  revenue  has  been  voted  tn  the 
Committee  on  Manofactnres,  I  have  no  alter- 
native bnt  to  move  a  reference  of  this  subject 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  near  approach  to  the  extingnishment  of 
the  public  debt  boa  dis^^aged  from  that  ser- 
vice the  amonnt  of  ten  millions  heretofore  ap- 
propriated as  the  rinklng  fnnd,  together  with 
the  additions  to  that  fond  arising  from  excesses 
of  other  appropriations  above  the  actual  ex- 
penditnrea.  In  this  state  of 'excess  of  revenue, 
occmii^  from  onr  exist' 
fatore  demands  upon  tl 
perionaly  oalled  to  out  down  tne  revenne ;  in 
fant,  to  revise  the  whole  revenue  system. 
Whatever  committee  is  cbaiged  with  this  dnty, 
mast  be  charged  with  all  the  parts.  They 
mnat  lootc  at  oil  the  sources  whicli  are  to  poor 
their  streams  into  the  general  Treasury.  Now, 
the  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  Western  lands 
have  constituted  a  prominent  item  in  tbe  eeti- 
motea  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  years 
past.  At  tbe  present  sesnon,  tiie  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaanryeeljmates  the  revenue 
from  that  sooroe  at  three  millions  of  dollars. 
Aa  tiie  price  of  the  pnblio  lands  was  graduated 
with  a  view  to  tbe  extlngnisbment  of  tbe  pub- 
lic debt,  now  that  tbe  pD)>Iio  fkith  and  public 
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pledge  of  that  fand  is  redeemed,  it  would  seem 
DDt  Joat  tbaL  ia  reducing  tlie  revenuea,  that 
branch  thould  experience  a  proportionate  alle- 
Tiation.  Whatever  niay  be  the  anm  proposed 
to  be  provided  for  the  annnal  expenditure  of 
the  Government,  whether  fifteen,  thirteen,  or 
eleven  miUions  of  dollars,  the  snm  to  be  re- 
oeived  from  the  sales  of  the  Western  lands  mnst 
be  first  deducted,  before  the  amount  to  be 
ruaed  bf  the  imposts  can  be  estimated :  and 
the  rate  of  duties  oa  imported  articles  cannot 
be  adjusted  until  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
r^aed  from  that  source  is  ascertdaed.  What- 
ever committee  ia  charged  with  the  sul^ect  of 
imposts,  must  have  an  ejre  to  the  other  sonrces 


a  a  whole,  before  they  apportion  ita 
respective  parts.  It  would  be  very  inoongruona 
to  refer  one  part  of  the  ayetem  of  revenoe  to 
one  committee,  and  another  part  of  the  system 
to  a  difi'erent  oommittee.  To  produce  a  con- 
nected, well-propordoned,  and  Jnat  aystem,  the 
aame  oommittee  most  have  cuvge  of  all  the 
component  parte. 

Hr.  RoBiHsoK  add:  Mr.  President^  aa  our 
candor  is  appeaJed  to,  permit  me  to  assore  the 
honorable  Benator  from  KentacJEj,  (l£r.  Qi^t,) 
that  the  friends  to  the  proposed  amendment, 
in  relation  to  the  public  Iwids,  ore  no  less  ae- 
rions  than  auxions  tor  ita  reference  to  the  Com- 
nuttee  on  Uauofactures ;  not  hecanse  that,  of 
all  others,  it  ia  the  moat  appropriate  committee 
to  have  charge  of  this  subject,  but  because  it  is 
the  only  remuning  branch  of  the  revenne  which 
has  not  been  referred  to  that  committee.  And, 
for  one,  I  cannot  see  why  its  referenoe  is  ob- 
jected to  by  the  members  of  that  committee, 
after  Just  manifesting  not  only  a  perfect  will- 
ingness, but  on  anxiety,  to  have  cnarge  of  the 
whole  subject  in  relation  to  duties,  as  well  on 
articles  coming  into  competition  with  those  of 
home  growth  and  manufaotore,  as  of  that  class 
which  does  not  Dorae  into  such  competition. 

It  has,  by  the  same  honorable  S^i&tor,  been 
ttiomphanUy  asked,  what  can  the  Oommittee  on 
Uanuiactnres  be  expected  to  know  altont  the 

fiublio  lands)  I  may  very  safely  answer — at 
east  as  mach  as  abont  the  cultivation  of  coffee, 
tea,  and  olives,  or  the  manufacture  of  silks,  mull 
mnaliua,  or  camels'  hair  shawls,  and  all  the  long 
list  of  articles  imported  into  our  country,  and 
which  are  neither  produced  nor  made  in  the 
United  States,  the  duties  on  which  this  oom- 
mittee are  now  about  to  arrange. 

Sir,  the  West  has  but  litUe,  very  little, 
direct  interest  in  the  protective  system.  We 
are  not,  and  never  will  bcL  manufactorera ; 
hot  we  are,  and  ever  moat  oe,  agriculturisCa, 
Give  us  the  lands  on  reasonable  terms,  and  we 
will  ndt  be  heard  to  complain,  be  the  tariff  ar- 
ranged as  it  may.  Whilst  I  am  frank  to  ac- 
knowledge, with  myself  there  are  no  conatita- 
ttonal  scruples  or  doabta  as  to  the  policy  of  soa- 
tainiug  the  tariff,  even  to  protection,  I  must 
say  that  I  think  the  reference  of  the  resolutions, 
with  the  several  amendments  which  have  been 


ofibred,  by  way  of  instructions,  would  hava 
been  more  appropriate  if  made  to  the  Cemmit- 
tee  on  Finance,  or,  sa  suggested  by  the  b(»o»- 
hle  Senator  from  Yirginia,  (llr.  Taxswxll,)  to 
a  Select  Committee,  chosen  from  the  Westeni, 
Bouthem,  and  Eastern  States,  equally.  I  toM 
fur  the  present  reference,  that  the  subject  mi^t 
be  presented  in  tlie  tangible  shape  of  a  mU, 
and  do  hope  that  the  whole  anlgect  connected 
with  the  revenne  may  be  acted  on  by  the  aame 
committee,  and  at  the  aame  time. 
llr.  Taeewbll  sud :  So  br  as  this  matter  i* 


great  dasses;  the  manu&ctnring  data,  the  pro- 
duciug  class,  and  the  class  comtHiaed  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  States  within  wnoae  limita  large 
bodies  of  nnoocnpied  lands  are  still  held,  be- 
cause yet  nnsold  by  the  United  States.  Tha 
publio  revenue  is  now  derived  from  Mcb  of 
these  classes,  and  in  sconething  like  the  follow- 


ing proportiona  : 

The  mannflRctniUg  class  pne  b . .    . 

paratively,  of  the  amoont  of  revenne  derived 


from  the  impoata  on  foreign  aiUctea  sinular  la 
thone  mannfactored  by  thMnselvea.  Tbdr  own 
Bdpply  ia  very  nearly,  if  not  qnite  equal  to  thdr 
own  demand  of  these  protected  articles.  Cco- 
sequently,  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  taits 
imposed,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  and 
protecting  tbeir  mannfaotnrea,  ia  paid  by  the 
other  two  claasea.  The  maonfiwtnring  cIsm  it 
then  plunly  interested  in  continuing  aU  the 
duties  imposed  (hr  their  protection  or  enoonr- 
a^raent,  which  taxes  are  pud,  almost  eidn- 
siTely,  by  the  other  claasea,  and  amount  to 
abont  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 

The  manu&ctoring  class  ia  also  interested  in 
continning  the  present  price  of  the  public  laodi ; 
for  if  this  is  rednoed,  the  neceaaacy  effect  viU 
be  to  enconrage  greater  emigration  to  the  West- 
ern ooontiy,  so  to  augment  the  wages  of  tbs 
labor  now  employed  in  mannftctnTe^  and  thna 
to  diminish  the  Mxifita  of  manafactttring  cental 
This  effect  has  been  often  announced,  in  varion 
reports  from  a  former  Secretai;  of  tbeTreanry, 


make  lands  dear,  in  order  that  mannfactnrei 
light,  thereby,  he  made  cheap.    And  tt 


Senator  fhnn  Uuoe,  (Iv.  Snuocn.) 

Bnt,  although  the  m  an^  fafp*""^  Haaa  is  thitt 
interested  in  continuing  the  present  hi^  dutitB 
of  protection,  from  whence  a  revenne  of  ai  least 
fifteen  millions  ia  now  derived ;  and,  in  contin- 
ning,  also,  the  present  price  of  public  lands,  ttwa 
the  sale  of  which  a  revenne  amounting  to  three 
millions  of  dollars  more  is  now  received;  yet 
this  class  is  interested  in  the  abolition  of  all 
other  taxes,  that  is  to  say,  of  all  the  dntite 
upon  unprotected  articlea,  beoanse,  of  these,  tliti 
class  pays  its  full  proportion,  by  oonsnmiag  at 
least  its  full  share  of  such  oommodilies.  Beoos 
my  friend  from  New  Jenwy  is  vaj  wining  to 
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Kpui  or  redaee  ill  thew  dniies,  although  be 
ftcls  no  di^KHitioD  to  cnrtwl  aoj  of  the  olhei' 
nppltM. 

Tit  pro^eiDg  olan  is  interested,  like  the 
num&ctnring  cUb^  in  redQoing  tbe  dntiea  npon 
the  unprotected  articles,  because,  of  these,  toej 
too  are  oonsninera,  and  of  coitrae  bear  a  share 
of  tba  burden  in  proportion  to  their  conramp- 
tlon.  Bnt  aa  the  whole  of  the  revenue  now 
derired  from  Ais  sonrce  is  eatimst«d  bj  no  one 
■t  mere  than  aeven  Bullions  of  dollars ;  as  no 
ixrmplvnts  have  ever  been  urged  against  these 
imposia,  and  as  they  fall,  prinoipallT,  npon  the 
rich,  who  are  well  able  to  bear  them,  ue  pro- 
drnnng  class  feek  less  interest  in  the  rednotion 
oftfab  branch  of  the  revenoe,  which  bears  jaatlj' 
■nd  eqnallf,  than  it  feels  la  tbe  diminution  of 
the  otliEr  great  sources  of  soppl^ — the  impoata 
uxiD  protected  artides.  This  last  tax  foils  apon 
taNQ  almost  eidniiTelj,  and  prineipallf  npon 
their  poor ;  it  is  nearly  donble  of  both  tbe  OUiet 
nppUes  pnt  together,  and  so  bears  most  an- 
tqnallj,  tmjostlj',  and  oppreesivelf  npon  thi« 

In  regard  to  tbe  pnblio  lands,  tbe  prodndng 
diss  h»Te  no  interest  whatever  in  this  sabject, 
or,  if  tbej  have  boJj  it  is  rather  opposed  to  the 
rednctioQ  of  the  pnee  of  these,  as  a  redaction 
of  tbe  price  of  lands  anywhere  joost,  to  some 
eiteai,  mfinence  the  price  of  lands  everywhere 
in  Che  same  oonntry.  Bnt  as  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  country  does  not  reqnire  the  pres- 
nration  of  all  the  sonrces  of  revenue  as  thuy 
Dinr  stand,  the  prodncing  class  is  willing  and 
derinmi  to  act  Jostly  with  each  of  the  other 
cIkms.  They  say,  rednoe  the  amonnt  of  the 
pnMic  burdens  now  unnecessarily  imposed 
DpOD  all  classes,  to  an  amount  not  greater  than 
nay  be  safficient  to  satisfy  all  the  reasonable 
vantj  of  the  Qovemment.  In  this  rednction, 
coQMzIt  the  wishes  and  grievances  of  all,  and 
nmvn  every  bnrden  vnich  can  properly  l>e 
dt^Baed  with,  nntil  yon  have  arrived  at  the 
propowd  point.  Do  not  reUeve  the  rich  alone. 
W«Ter,  by  abolishing  the  duties  which  fall 
upon  Aem,  but  distmraen  the  poor  also.  Do 
mt  relieve  tbe  mannfactaring  class  from  their 
Ebm  of  a  common  and  legu  imposition,  and 
notinoe  mach  greater  burdens  upon  the  other 
cl»»«.  Do  not  lighten  the  heavy  load  whioh 
^  noiT  borne  by  some,  by  taking  off  that  por- 
tioti  of  its  weight  which  is  felt  to  i>e  srievons 
by  them  only ;  bnt,  in  this  long-lookeffor  day 
°f  (ipected  rcdief^  diminish  the  hardens  of  all. 
And  as  yon  cannot  relieve  one  of  the  classes  so 
*«11  in  any  other  mode,  as  by  reducing  the 
tn«  of  the  pnblio  lands,  grant  this  boon  to 
ti)^  alio,  that  none  may  remun  dissatisfled. 

Tbe  clus  of  onr  citizens  who  are  inhabitants 
°rtlw  several  States  within  which  thf  pnblio 
''ods  ire  titoated,  are  interested  but  little,  if  at 
■1  in  any  of  the  duties  of  impost,  whether 
^ne  are  imposed  npon  protected  or  anproteot- 
<d  micles.  The  remote  portion  of  &ir  the 
F**<rpKt  of  this  class  in  the  interior  of  the 
oKani  West  mnUng  the  cost  of  transportation 


of  all  eneh  commo^ties  considerable,  and  the 
supply  Irregular,  mnst  an^oit  the  priee,  to 
them,  of  aU  imported  articles,  so  mnoh  as  to 
prevent  such  ar^cles  fkim  entering  much  into 
their  consnmptioD.  Therefore,  whether  the 
duties  of  imposts  sre  continned  or  abolidied,  is 
of  bnt  little  oonseqnence  to  them.  In  either 
cose,  they  must  rely  mainly  upon  their  own 
household  mannfactnres  and  productions  to 
■npply  their  own  wants.  Duties  of  protection 
give  no  encoaraKcment  to  them,  for  they  are 
not  made  for  sale ;  and  If  these  daties  were 
abolished,  the  same  cause  which  produced  such 
manufactures  at  first,  mnst  continne  them  stUL 
This  class,  therefore^  feels  bnt  little  direct  in- 
terest in  any  of  the  dnttes  of  impost. 

But,  althoagh  indifferent  to  this  part  of  th« 
snbject,  they  are  not  indifferent  to  the  other. 
The  sales  of  tbe  public  land  act  as  a  perpetoal 
drain  of  their  cnrrenoy,  the  amount  of  which  U 
cootinnally  reduced  by  remittances  of  the  pro- 
ceeds hither;  and  thns  tlie  valoe  of  their  wnole 
capital  and  labor  is  kept  in  a  state  of  perpetnal 
flnotaatioD,  to  tbe  great  detriment  of  the  inter* 
est!  of  both.  Uoreover,  acoordlnff  to  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
Btate^  will  be  tbe  migration  to  them.  Dimin- 
ish this  price,  and  you  multiply  the  number  of 
emigrants  desirous  of  pnrchiMng  there.  Thus 
yon  increase  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  States,  so  open  new  sonrces  of  revenna 
to  their  local  Governments,  and  augment  at 
onoe  tbe  price  and  value  of  aH  their  prodno- 
tions.  Besides,  while  the  Cnited  States  oon- 
tlnne  to  be  tbe  great  landlords  of  the  West,  the 
people  of  the  several  States  within  whose  limits 
their  fkrms  exist,  are  so  made  the  tribntaries 
of  this  Government,  dependent  npon  its  power 
and  patronage  more  than  any  others.  Surveys 
are  made,  land  ofSoes  are  opened,  and  offices 
created  there  at  onr  discretion.  By  bringing 
more  or  less  of  land  into  the  market  at  any 
tjme,  and  at  any  place,  we  are  so  enabled  to 
regulate  the  price  of  the  property  of  every  one 
in  these  dependent  States,  and  to  give  to  the 
tide  of  emigrotion  whatever  direction  we  please. 
1  do  not  say  that  these  powers  bave  ever  been 
used  for  these  purposes,  but  merely  that  they 
exist,  and  may  be  so  used.  Of  this  the  Western 
States  are  perfectly  aware ;  and  to  their  oon- 
scioQsnees  of  tbe  ezisteooe  of  such  a  power  may 
be  ascribed  much  of  what  has  occurred  in  this 
Government.  All  these  oanses  combine  to  in- 
duce the  class  of  which  I  eia  now  q>eaklng,  to 
desire  relief  &om  the  hardens  they  prodnce,  by 
a  rednction  of  the  price  of  the  pnblio  lands. 
The  boon  they  ask  is  so  sraall  In  itself  that  I, 
for  one,  said  Mr.  T.,  am  disposed  willingly  to 
grant  it,  especially  as  it  is  the  only  braiefit 
which  they  can  get,  probably.  In  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  new  system  of  revenue. 

These  considerations  ought  to  satisfy  every 
one,  said  Mr.  T.,  of  the  propriety  of  oonneoting 
the  subject  of  the  pabllo  lands  with  any  and 
every  other  project  for  the  establishment  of  a 
new  system  trf  revenue  and  tazatitm.     It  la 
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vtdn  to  U.J  that  the  TarioDS  eooroei  of  Btipply 
ntMj  be  ezamined  separately,  and  each  acted 
upon  b;  itBel£  This  u  true ;  but  who  can  uj 
with  oonfidence,  that  when  one  of  the  great 
olaaaee  of  which  I  have  apoben,  have  procured 
the  gratification  of  their  desires,  in  the  repeal 
or  rMaotdoD  of  the  burdens  which  bear  most 
grieyonelT  upon  them,  that  tbej  will  then  aid 
ui  adndnwtering  like  relief  to  others!  The 
mere  Doaaibility  tiiat  thej  may  not  do  so,  will 
natnrBilj  excite  suspidDiiB  and  Jealousies,  whiob 
ought  to  be  avoided,  if  possible.  Thia  can  be 
done,  however,  only  by  connecting  the  three 
sobjeots  indisBolnbly  tt^tber,  and  incorporat- 
ing the  proviMODB  conceminK  each  in  one  and 
the  same  bill,  the  fate  of  which  bill  will  then 
depend  npon  the  faithfol  observanoe  and  prea- 
ervadon  of  aU  its  connecting  links. 

Hr.  Bibb's  propo^tioa  was  then  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

YiAS.— Hesira.  Beeton,  Bibb,  Brown,  IhiUu, 
Dndler,  EUii,  Forayth,  Qmndy,  Hayne,  Hendricki, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  Uugnm,  liarcy,  Killer,  Ifoore, 
Foindeiter,  Robinnn,  Smltb,  TuewcU,  Upton, 
Troop,  Tyler,  White.  Wilkiiu— iS. 

Mats. — Henrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Osy,  Clayton, 
Diokeraon,  Ewiug,  Foot,  Freliagbuyien,  Holmes, 
JohnMon,  E  nigh  I,  Preatiss,  Hobbias,  Riuglea,  Sey- 
mour, aUlbee,  ^mgue,  TomlioMui,  'Wagguaaa, 
Wriwtep— SO. 

KoRDAT,  Uarch  28. 
The  reeoliildonH  eubmitted  yesterday  hj  Mr. 
WmciNS  were  taken  np,  and  agreed  to. 

Vnelaimtd  JHvidtttdi. 

The  reaolation  srane  time  ago  offered  br  Hr. 
Spsashx,  calling  for  a  list  of  the  names  of  per- 
Bona  owning  nnolumed  dividenda  on  pnolic 
■tocks,  was  taken  np. 

Ur.  Spba&ux  Bud,  it  appears  that  we  have  in 
the  pooaeoaion  of  the  Govenunent  about  S00,000 
dollars,  belonging  to  persona  who  have  owned 
■took  in  the  funds.  The  dividends  are  unclaim- 
ed, beoanse  the  persons  to  whom  they  belong 
are  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  those  whom  they 
represent,  as  heirs  or  admin  iatrators,  ever 
owned  stock  on  which  the  dividends  had  not 
been  drawn.  He  thought  it  waa  due  to  honesty 
to  give  to  the  public  tne  information,  in  order 
that  the  peraona  interested  maj  be  made  aware 
of  their  rights. 

Ur,  Out  opposed  the  resolution,  as  opening 
a  wide  door  to  fraud — as  giving  an  invitation 
to  impostors  to  come  forward,  with  their  wax 
and  parchment,  and  cUim  money  which  does 
not  belong  to  them,  because  there  ia  nobody  to 
dilute  their  daims.  The  Government  was 
not  bound  aa  a  pnblio  debtor,  to  publish  a  list 
of  the  names  of  its  creditora.  The  old  Bank  of 
the  Doited  States  never  published  any  list  of 
the  names  of  its  creditors,  though  they  created 
a  fund  for  their  payment.  He  thought  it  wonld 
be  better  for  uie  members  of  Congress  and 
oUiers  to  look  over  the  books,  and  give  the  iu- 


forraalion  to  snch  claimants  as  maj  be  willun 
Hieir  knowledge.  This,  he  thonght,  would  be 
a  sufficient  degree  of  publicity. 

Ur.  Shits  stated  that  Congresa  had  Dnifonnly 
decided  against  the  propoution  to  pnWsh  tba 
names,  for  the  reasons  Jnst  given  by  the  SenaM 
from  Eentncky. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  C^ttok,  the  resolntim 
was  laid  on  the  teble. 

TDB8Di.T,  Uarch  2T. 

Apportiaamtnt  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Wilkixb,  the  biQ  appor- 


the  motion  to  recon^der  the  rate  by  vhieE 
Ur.  Wbbstib'b  amendment  was  r^ected. 

After  some  debate  on  a  question  of  orda 
which  arose, 

Ur.  Ol&t  spoke  briefly  npon  the  qsestion  rf 
reoonsideraUou.  Were  this  a  queetioo  for  the 
first  time  presented,  he  might  decide  in  tiTor 
of  the  repreeentation  of  flections  -,  bat,  u  b« 
coniiderea  that  the  question  had  loiu  been  put 
at  rest  by  the  decisions  and  practice  of  Ibe 
Government,  he  should  feel  hlms^  cornptM 
to  vote  against  any  bill  providing  for  ftwlioiiil 
representation.  He  shonld,  however,  vote  in 
favor  of  a  recommitment  of  Uie  bill  in  the  In^ 
that  some  means  might  be  devised  for  nudcr- 
ing  it  more  acceptable  to  the  several  Stalo- 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  notion 
to  reconsider,  and  decided  in  the  affirmstire. 

Ur.  Wbbbteb  expressed  a  wish  that  befbre 
the  Senate  proceeded  further  in  the  matter,  t 
vote  might  be  taken  in  tWl  Senate  (now  then 
were  forly-seren  present,  and  to-morrow  tlie 
whole  nnmber  wonld  be  here)  upon  the  rsprt- 
sentatiou  of  residuums  on  tVactiens.  He  mg- 
gested,  therefore,  the  e:^ediency  of  tryjuf  that 
question,  before  the  Senate  prooeedee  snj 
further.  Tf  the  qneetioa  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow, the  absent  Senators  would  probiMy 
attend.  If  the  Senate  ahoold  decide  in  eppW' 
tion  to  the  representation  of  fivctioiw,  lh«n  the 
bill  might  be  committed  with  a  view  to  sach 
other  attention  as  might  render  it  Ie«  aii«]i!>l 
in  ita  character. 

Mr,  FoBsrrH  did  not  believe  that  any  one 
Senator  had  changed  his  mind  on  the  qsMtHm 
of  the  constitntionality  of  representing  frsctkini. 
He  proposed,  therefore,  that  the  vote  ibaiild 
be  taken  now  OD  that  qnestion;  andifitriwoW 
be  found  that  the  resnlt  would  be  vaiied  hy 
the  presence  of  the  Senator  tma  Delsrsre, 
(Mr.  HiUDAni,)  he  would  move  «reecauWtf»- 
tioo  of  the  vote  on  Ur.  Wbbbtkb's  amendment ; 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  recoouden- 
tion,  it  was  determined  in  the  afflnnatin,  tiy 
yeas  abd  naya,  as  follows : 

Tiia.— Mess™.  Bell,  Bentra,  Bncfcn«r,  Clisir 
bers,  Clayton,  City,  Dickenon,  Eiing,  Feot,  t»- 
Uc^aysen,  Hayne,  Holmes,  JohciilOD,  Kni^t, 
Hangnm,    UUler,   Prfndeiler,  Prenliw,  Sotibat, 
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Nin.— )f«MT*.  Bibb,  Brown,  D*Uaa,  Dudler,  H- 
Ei,  Fonjtfa,  OniDiJT,  Headricks,  HUl,  Kuie,  Klog, 
Htrcj,  Robinwn,  Rugglei,  Ttieirell,  ilptOD,  Iroap, 


Tjler,  White,  Wllkins— SO. 

Tht  bill  wu  then,  after  eonaiderable  Minver- 
Mtioo,  reeomroitted  to  a  Select  dommittee  of 
G>e  membera,  viz :  Meuni.  WiBstts,  Olaitoh, 
ICisom,  FoBBTTB,  and  Qaikb,  to  consider  aad 
report  thereon. 

WKonaoAT,  Uarcb  36. 
Oahnitatiott  Saeittj/. 
lEr.  Ci-LT  row,  and  aud  be  bad  received  a 
lumorial  signed  bj  s  1^^  nomber  of  the  cit- 
iRo*  of  Seattiek7,  inviting  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  tbe  subject  of  the  colonization  of 
ttte  tree  tdaeks  on  the  ooast  of  Africa,  and  re- 
qoestug  the  aid  of  Congress  to  accomplish  tlist 
otgeet.  He  felt  eome  diffionltj  with  rezard  to 
tLe  proper  disposition  of  the  memorial.  The 
geoer^J  subject  was  one,  than  which,  perhaps, 
no  other  had.  more  serionsif  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  conntry.  No  man, 
bt  prtanmei^  coold  foil  to  cherish  the  hope  that 
tt  wnie  daj  or  other,  hoirever  distant,  and  in 
■ODie  mode,  the  country  wonld  be  rid  of  this 
the  darkest  toot  on  its  mantle.  How  that  was 
to  be  accomplished,  it  was,  perhaps,  not  allow- 
aUe  to  the  present  generation  to  foresee.  All, 
bowerer,  most  unite  in  the  hope  that,  nt  the 
pn^r  time,  the  proper  means  woald  be  devised 
to  uriTs  at  this  most  desirable  end.  With  re- 
cpeet  to  the  constituUonal  question  involved, 
be  entertwned  not  the  slightest  doobt  that  the 
nljiect  of  ahoUtioQ  of  slsverT'  conld  not  be 
toncbed  bj  the  General  GoTemment;  it  be- 
lon^  peculiarly  and  exelosively  to  the  States 
vbere  slavery  existed ;  they,  and  they  alone, 
were  directly  concerned ;  and  they  only  had 
llie  power  to  entertun  the  qnestion.  With  re- 
spect, however,  to  the  great  qnestion  of  the 
final  diipoiition  of  the  African  race  among  ub, 
be  wonld  take  the  liberty  to  remark  that,  in 
hit  Ojunion,  the  first  great  effort  sbonid  be  to 
rid  our  coontry  of  the  free  hlacke  as  a  prelim- 
iairy  nMiar&  In  that  object,  all  the  States 
had  a  oomman  interest — none  were  exclosively 
intarerted.  Whether  the  General  Government 
poMtesed  powers  to  accomplish  that  object,  was 
a  question  of  great  and  eerioas  import,  and  de- 
•erved  a  more  careful  and  thoroagh  investiga- 
tioD  than  in  the  present  state  of  the  country 
eooTd  be  probably  made.  The  idea 'had  been 
entert^ed  by  eome,  whose  opinions  were  en- 
tided  to  much  respect,  that,  in  reference  to  the 
pnUio  lands,  Oon^Ms  poatWMed  more  eztensire 
powers  thao  it  di»s  in  respect  to  appropriations 
of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  conntry.  This 
*ta  a  question  of  great  importance,  and  re- 
qured  the  most  serions  consideration.  He 
vonid  now  content  himself  with  the  simple 
diieiiarge  of  his  dnty  '  ■       - 


mortal,  in  asking  for  ita  reading,  and  in  moving 
to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hayhe  s^d,  before  the  gentleman  makes 
his  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  I 
wish  to  make  a  few  observations  in  relation  to 
ita  present  and  ultimate  olfjecta.  The  snbject 
is  one  not  only  of  deep  interest,  bnt  oalonlated 
to  produce  very  m^pleBsant  feelings  at  the 
Booth,  where  it  is  perfectly  understood  in  sU 
its  relationa.    This  was  not  the  first  time  that 

Joestions  of  that  nature  bad  been  presented 
le  Senate.  On  one  oeoaaion  no  notice  had 
been  taken  of  the  memorial ;  and  on  the  other, 
a  report  had  been  made  by  the  committee  who 
had  the  sut{]eot  under  consideration,  adverse 
to  the  olijeots  of  the  memorialists.  Ui.  H.  was 
glad  that  the  Benator  from  Eentnoky  did  not 
intend  to  press  any  decision  at  this  tjme,  as 
that  would  nndouht«dly  tend  to  increase  the 
excitement  which  now  prevEuls  iu  one  quarter 
of  the  Union.  It  was  troe,  that  in  the  appro- 
priation by  Congreas,  of  funds  asked  for  to  ao- 
coropliah  the  objects  of  the  Colouization  So- 
ciety, the  qnestion  of  slavery  was  not  directly 
touched ;  bnt  he  must  be  blind  who  did  not  see 
that,  if  the  powers  of  the  General  (jovemment 
were  conceded  to  carry  into  effect  the  first  pre- 
liminary meamrea  of  the  Society,  the  ooloiiW- 
tion  of  the  free  people  of  color  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  its  power  to  accomplish  the  nltimsto 
otneot  in  view,  the  removal  of  the  whole  of  the 
AuTcan  raoe  ft-om  the  United  States,  would,  in 
due  time,  be  claimed  aa  a  necessary  conse- 
quence. The  advocates  of  this  scheme  avow 
tbe  principle  of  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
Federal  Government,  which  covers  the  whole 
ground.  What  is  it  I  The  right  in  the  Federal 
Government  to  impose  taxes  and  appropriate 
money  for  purposes  of  colonization — a  power 
certainly  not  to  be  found  in  tbe  Constitntion  of 
the  United  States,  never  recognized  b;  tlie 
StAtea,  and  which  rests  on  the  assnm[>tion  that 
the  power  of  taxation  and  appropriation,  in 
which  the  colored  population  exists,  is  muim- 
ited.  Tbe  Bonthem  States  would  never  fbel 
secure,  with  regard  to  this  question,  unless  the 


jects  specified  in  the  constitution  ;  and,  nnless 
that  ((uestion  was  settled,  he,  for  one,  would 
never  feel  secure  for  the  rights  or  the  proper^ 
of  the  Soothem  States,  exposed,  as  they  will 
!}«,  to  be  constantly  asscdled  throngh  the  Treaa- 
nry  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  H.  was  glad  that 
'the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  disclaimed  any 
intention  to  touch  the  question  of  slavery.  He 
himself  should  certainly  not  enter  npon  it.  He 
(Mr.  H.)  had  risen  to  give  timely  notice  that 
he  would  resist,  to  the  utmost,  now,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  any  attempt  to  touch  the  col- 
ored population,  by  the  interposition  of  the 
General  Government.  It  Is  a  matter  which 
beloDgs,  exclusively,  to  the  several  States,  and 
Congress  cannot  interfere  with  it  by  appropria- 
tions of  money,  or  otherwise,  without  assuming 
a  power  not  conferred  upon  them  by  the  constl- 
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verted  to  oVjacfa  sbeolutel;  fatal  to  the  Sontli- 
ernStBtea. 

Ur.  Olat  Bud  it  was  not  hia  intention  to 
^gage  in  aaj  dbonssion  at  this  time.  Bat, 
while  he  might  he  allowed  to  aay  tiM  he  per- 
fectly agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Car- 
olina, uat  the  Genera]  Government  could  not, 
oonstitndooallf,  entertuD  for  a  moment  the 
qncation  of  alwlition  of  slavery,  he  conld  not 
agree  wiUi  bim  that  the  eabjeol  of  colonizing 
the  free  hlaoka  belonged  eidnBivelj  to  Sonth 
Oarolina,  Qeorgia,  and  other  protecting  Btatea. 
With  regard  to  the  elave  qneadon,  the  Statee 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  were  not  the  only 
(mea  ooDoeroed.  There  was  the  State  of  Uary- 
lutd,  the  State  he  represented,  (Eentncky,)  and 
■ome  of  the  Soathweitern  States.  Bat  Mr.  0. 
repeated  agun,  that,  as  resprected  slavery,  there 
was  not  a  particle  of  power  in  the  Qeneral 
Qovemment  to  touch  the  qnestion ;  and  be 
^onld  not,  nor  was  it  necessary  for  him  to 
enter  upon  it.  Bnt  the  qnestion,  as  respected 
the  money  power  of  the  Goveminent,  was  em- 

C'  'cally  a  Sonth  Oarolina  question.  It  was 
two  of  the  most  eminent  men  that  Sonth 
Carolina  had  ever  produced,  that  be  first  heard, 
on  the  floor  of  the  Bouse  of  Bepresentatlvea, 
the  doctrine  broached  that  the  power  in  the 
General  Qovemment  to  appropriate  mcmey  was 
without  limit  or  restriction.  When  be  first 
heard  that  doctrine,  he  had  expressed  bis  de- 
cided disapprobation  of  it,  and  contended,  as 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  now  does,  that 
tiie  money  power  of  the  Government  was  lim- 
ited by  the  otber  powers  granted  in  the  consti- 
tution. With  regard  to  the  appropriations  of 
the  public  lands,  that  was  another  question. 
It  hsd  been  contended  by  some  that  Oongreas 
had  the  power  to  dispose  of  them  at  will ;  but, 
assnming  the  existence  of  snob  nolimited  oon- 
trol,  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  apply  their 
proceeds  to  the  colonization  of  the  free  blacks 
or  not,  he  wonld  not  now  give  an  opinion. 
When  the  proper  time  had  arrived,  he  hoped 
the  BuUect  would  have  the  fullest  considera- 
tion. But  the  question,  as  it  respected  the  free 
blacks,  was  not  peculiarly  a  Southern  qnestion ; 
the  great  Northern  capitals  contained  a  com- 
paratively greatw  portion  of  that  population 
than  any  otber  portion  of  Ibe  Union.  The 
State  of  Maryland,  which,  according  to  the  lato 
oenana,  oontained  a  very  largo  portion  of  them, 
bad  oonstantiy,  eameatly,  and  enthnaiaaticolly, 
raised  bor  vtnce  in  favor  of  the  otjjects  of  the 
Golonization  Society.  The  qnestion  of  oolo-. 
nizalion  then  l>elanged  to  all  the  States  where 
free  blacks  were  to  be  found,  and  they  were  to 
be  found  in  every  one  of  them,  and  they  had 
all,  therefore,  the  unaoestdonable  right  to  oon- 
fer  with  the  slaveholdins  States  as  to  the  ex- 
Mdiency  of  iq>pljing  such  means  as  the  General 
Oovemment  can  constitntionaUy  apply  towards 
ridding  themselves  of  the  evil  by  colonization. 
"     "  aaid,  the  deep  interest  felt  in 


I  Uaryland,  in  regard  to  the  qneetion,  most  ex- 
cuse him  for  saying  a  word.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  bad  remarked  justiy,  that  no  Stale 
in  the  Union  had  so  large  a  population  of  free 
blacks  as  Maryland ;  a  poptilation  of  vbich  the 
State  was  anxiously  disposed  to  rid  itaelC  It 
was  equally  true  that  the  Coloniiatitm  Sodety 
had  l>een  regarded  as  presenting  the  most  prob- 
able facilities  to  effect  this  most  desirable  re- 
sult. The  Society  had,  therefore,  been  cher- 
ished and  aided  by  the  State,  and  an  sppn^iri- 
ation  from  its  Treasury  was  onnoallj  made  to 
promote  the  objects  of  the  Society.  He  would 
take  leave  to  say,  however,  that  while  the  Stale 
was  thus  affording  aid  and  encoura^jement  to 
the  Society,  it  would  he  a  most  egregious  error 
to  suppose  that  this  was  done  in  any  purpose  to 
countenance  a  power  in  the  Cteneral  (rovern- 
ment  to  inteii>ose,  in  any  manner,  or  in  any 
degree,  with  the  question  of  slavery.  On  this 
qneetion  Maryland  is  altogether  a  Sonthem 
State.  Neither  South  Carolina,  nor  any  other 
State,  will  be  found  more  firm  or  more  prompt 
to  protest  aguust  the  aasumption  of  any  such 
power  by  the  National  Legislature.  Such  iru 
the  state  of  feeling  and  opinion  of  his  State ; 
and  while  he  bad  the  honor  to  be  an  wgan  of 
that  feeling  and  opinion,  it  should  be  moat  folly 
expressed. 

But  the  oljects  of  thif  Society  bad  never  been 
considered  by  the  people  of  Maryland  u  be 
such  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  now 
describes.  That  Senator  must  be  altogether 
mistaken  in  reference  to  those  objects.  He  wu 
Justified  in  this  remark,  not  only  by  the  bet 
which  he  had  stated,  of  the  enoouragement 
given  by  Maryland,  bnt  also  by  tbe  ooncorreal 
testimony  of  tbe  States  of  Delaware,  Virginia 
Georgia,  and  Tennesiee,  all  slaveholding  StM, 
and  each  of 'which  had,  in  the  most  formal  and 
deliberate  manner,  approved  the  olgects  of  tha 
Sodety.  It  was  impossible  to  conceive  that 
these  States  could  have  expressed  their  appro- 
bation of  an  institution,  the  very  pnrpou  of 
which  was  to  asswl  an  interest,  in  regard  to 
which,  above  all  others,  they  were  aii^ulariy 
sensitive. 

Mr.  Hattts  sud,  in  reply,  that  be  bad  ex- 
pressly stated,  in  the  beginninjg,  that  be  did  net 
intend  to  enter,  at  this  time,  into  the  merits  of 
the  Colonization  Society;  when  that  question 
came  before  the  Senate,  he  should  be  preptnd 
to  give  it  a  thorough  examination.  At  pre*eut 
he  must  be  permitted  to  make  one  or  two  ob- 
servations in  reply  to  the  gentiemen  from  Ken- 
tucky and  Maryland.  Swie  of  the  most  re- 
spectable and  distingnished  individuals  wba 
were  members  or  advocatea  of  the  Colouiialiua 
Society,  had  avowed  that  they  viewed  thit 
scheme  as  chiefly  valuable,  because  it  loottd 
eventoally  to  a  removal  of  the  whole  of  tbe 
AMcan  race  from  the  United  fitatea,  and  the 
consequent  abolition  of  slavery.  The  Senator 
trota  Msjylaud  bad  declared  that  the  Stata  b« 
represented  was  friendly  to  tbe  oljeets  irf  th* 
Stxsietj,  and  made  an  annual  ^prcpriation  tow- 
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udi  it  Vr.  H.  hoped  that  Seaator  did  Dot 
DDdentand  him  as  o1:j«etlng  to  anj  sepu-ftte 
Mtion  bj  the  States  on  this  mbject;  that  was 
*  mstter  A>r  their  oim  sonnd  discretion.  The 
States  might  oontribnte  what  mone^  thej 
pleased  to  the  removal  of  their  own  f^ee  people 
cf  color,  and  DO  one  bad  a  right  to  complain :, 
hii  Direction  was  to  the  General  Qovemmetit 
takti^  a  matt«r  in  hand  with  which  the;  had 
DO  constitatioaal  right  to  interfere.  With  re- 
nri  to  the  disttneuon  drawn  b^  the  Senator 
from  Eeotockj,  between  an  appropriation  of 
the  pnUio  lands  and  the  pnhho  money,  he 
voold  not  then  enter  into  a  disoasdon,  thoDsh 
be  confbwed  he  oonld  see  no  diSbrenoe  in  tne 
prineiple.  He  would  only  now  repeat,  that 
irhenerer  the  General  GoTemment  sboald  as- 
Krtthe  power  to  levy  and  appropriate  monej, 
er  to  applT  the  pnblio  lands  towards  the  objects 
of  the  Colonization  Society,  it  would  Inevitably 
lud  to  the  eonseqnences  which  he  had  depre- 
cated— tbr  it  woold  rest  on  an  assumption  of 
power  not  to  be  foand  in  the  oonstitntion ;  and 
wliea  the  rights  of  the  Bonthem  States  sboold 
coma  to  be  held  by  no  better  tenure  than  the 
discretion  of  Oongrees,  he  shonld  consider  tfaeir 
nine  as  gone  forever.  His  only  object,  at  this 
lims,  however,  was  to  enter  his  protest,  as  ' 
bad  often  done  before,  agunst  any  snch  ex< 
vm,  by  CoDgreas,  of  wh£  he  mnst  oonrider 
mieoniCitatioaal  power. 
The  memorial  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 


TsuasDA't,  April  S. 
SeaoluUonary  Ptntwni. 

Tlie  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
tliea  jwoceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  rev- 
olDtfonary  pension  hilL 

An  sntendment,  offered  by  Hr.  Foot,  to  in- 
dnde  the  offloers  of  the  navy  and  marines 
wilUn  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  was  agreed  to, 
without  a  ^vision,  alter  a  few  words  from  Ur, 
Foot. 

)b.  Viuctm  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  word  "  and  "  where  it  oo- 
cnn  before  "  soldiers,"  and  inserting  after  "  sol- 
der*" the  words  "  and  Indian  spies." 

Vr.  Foot  expressed  the  acqaiescene«  of  the 
eoDiinittee  in  thisamendnient.  h  had  been  in- 
tended to  embraoa  all  elaases  who  bad  been 
•iiljeeted  to  risk,  whether  they  were  designated 
as  State  troops,  regnlar  troops,  volnnteers, 
Brilltia,  or  any  others  who  had  been  dranghted, 
ind  had  served  for  nine  months  dnrine  the  war. 
The  lame  inbjoct  had  been  discnssed  in  com- 
iniitee,  and  It  was  int«nded  to  embrace  the 
dsai  of  men  designated  by  the  Senator  ^m 
Peonsylvania. 

,  Ur.  Wiutnra  r^oined,  that  if  sneh  was  the 
intention  of  the  committee,  there  oonld  be  no 
eljcctioii  to  milling  the  intention  more  defi- 
nite. 

Hr.  HuoT  moved  to  aineDd  the  amendment 
by  inserting  iMtween  the  word  "  soldiers  "  and 


[Sbum. 

the  words  of  the  amendment,  "  express  riders, 
boatmen,  wagoners." 

Ur.  SiuTH  said  bo  shonld  object  to  inolnding 
persons  who,  if  they  did  any  eervioe,  ran  no 
risk  in  Its  performance.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  classes  mentioned  by  the  genueman 
from  New  York,  shonld  not  bo  pnt  on  the  same 
footing  with  Indian  spies.  Wagoners  and  boat- 
men, who  were  hired  oat  by  tiieir  employers  or 
masters,  ran  no  risk.     This  was  too  bad, 

Mr.  lIiTSB  said  he  tbonght  differently  from 
the  gentleman  fWim  Maryland.  If  volnnteers 
were  entitled  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  he 
ssw  no  reason  why  wagoners  and  boatmen 
shonld  be  excluded.  He  would  carry  the  prin- 
ciple out  still  ftirther,  and  inclnde  fanners. 
The  farmers  who  fhmished  the  means  of  snh- 


wonld  go  throngh  with  it,  and  pension  the 
people— give  a  pension  to  all  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  the  revolntion.  The  evident  object  of 
the  bill  is  to  take  money  ont  of  the  poblio 
Treasnry.  This  he  oonld  prove  to  be  the  ob- 
ject Ay,  he  conld  prove  it  We  are  about  to 
pension  every  man  who,  in  a  war  of  seven 
years,  served  for  a  period  of  fonrteen  months. 
Is  there  a  man  who  lived  in  those  times,  who 
did  not,  at  some  period  or  other,  serve  nz 
months  f  Even  after  the  war  of  the  revolution 
had  t«rminated,  and  the  preliminaries  of  peaoe 
had  been  signed,  and  Oomwallis  had  snrreD- 
dered^  there  were  han^rs-on  in  the  camp,  who 
served,  and  were  entitled.  He -hoped,  there- 
fore, that  not  only  wagoners  ana  imatmen,- 
bnt  &rmers,  traders,  drovers,  all  wonld  be  in- 
cluded. He  wonld  embrace  all  who  lived  be- 
fore the  ^gning  of  the  treaty.  If  all  who  ran 
risks,  rich  and  poor,  were  to  be  nlaoed  on  an 
eqnal  footing,  he  wonld  inclnde  alJ. 

Mr.  SviTH  stated  that  he  had  been  applied  to 
by  a  coDstitnent,  who  had  been  a  sailmaker 
during  the  revoljition,  and  who  thought  it  hard 
that  be  was  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the 
pentdon  law.  Mr.  8.  said  he  asked  htm,  "  Have 
yon  served  in  the  militia  t  Did  yOQ  ever 
maroh  t  "  "  No ;  but  1  made  swls  fbr  a  privai 
teer." 

The  question  wss  then  put,  and  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  question  recnrring  (m  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Wileiks, 

Mr.  Gbcndt  stated,  that  whatever  might  be 
his  final  vote  on  this  bill,  he  would  never  vote 
to  inclnde  any  who  have  not  meritorious 
clums.  He  had  nnderstood  that  this  bill 
would  not  be  pressed  after  the  expiration  of 
the  hour.  Witn  a  view  to  allow  time  to  pre- 
pare his  amendment,  be  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  and  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

These  motions  being  deoided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 
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UONDAT,  April  9. 
^colutionary  PeniioTit. 

Ifr.  Foot,  the  morning  businega  having  been 
gone  through,  moved  that  the  Senate  now  take 
up  the  bill  aupplementAij  to  an  act  for  the  re- 
&f  of  certain  Buiriving  officers  and  Boldiera  of 
the  revolution. 

JIx.  Gbundi  ezpreBsed  a  hope  that  the  Sea- 
Kte  woaid  not  take  up  this  bill  to-da;.  There 
WW  an  important  debate  pending,  which  occu- 
pied the  whole  attention  of  the  Senate;  and  it 
would  be  found  impossible  to  oan7  on  two  im- 
portant diunssions  at  the  aame  time,  with  an; 
''  advantage  to  the  public  interests. 
'  The  question  was  then  pat  on  taking  up  the 
bill,  and  carried  in  the  afBrmative — jeas  2D, 
nan  16. 

Mr.  RoBiSBOB  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 
the  6th  line,  by  insertdng  after  the  word 
"  militia,"  the  words  "  and  offioere  and  soldiers 
who  served  under  Generals  Wajme  and  Clarke 
in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  in  the  In- 
dian wars,  after  the  rcToIution." 

Kr.  Smith  said  that  if  this  class  were  to  be 
admitted,  he  knew  of  no  reason  why  the  sol- 
diers under  Harmar,  St.  Clair,  and  Hamtramok, 
should  not  be  inclnded.  Xbej  came  before 
Va;ne.  As  the  bill  was  now  about  to  be 
amended,  it  would  lead  to  an  espeaditora  of  a 
million  a  year.  He  had  been  so  much  deceived 
on  a  former  oocasion,  that,  hereafter,  he  shonld 
pDt  no  trust  in  calculations. 

Mr.  Foot  mnarked  that  the  Seoato  had 
already  decided  the  principle  that  no  pension 
should  be  granted  except  for  militat7  services 
performed  in  the  war  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  that  he  cared  not  on  what 
ground  the  Senator  &om  Connectiont  pot  this 
biU.  In  any  view,  the  present  propomtion  waa 
entitled  to  as  much  attention  as  any  which 
oonld  be  presented  to  the  Senate.  When  Qen- 
etti  Olarke  entered  into  the  contest,  Kaskaskia 
and  Yinoennee  were  both  in  the  posscMion  of 
the  British  troops,  and  we  bad  not  a  right  to  a 
single  foot  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  General 
Clarke,  out  of  his  own  means,  raised  men, 
■trained  his  own  resources  to  the  utmost,  and, 
at  the  moment  when  General  Hamilton,  the 
British  commander,  deemed  himself  to  be  in 
perfect  seonrity,  attacked  him,  rescued  these 
strong  positions  from  his  grasp,  and  made  bim 
a  prisoner.  General  01ail:e  was  so  pnahed  for 
cannon,  that  he  had  to  make  a  substitate  by 
using  logs ;  and  General  Hamilton  aotnally  shed 
tears  when  he  marched  ont  of  the  fort,  and 
was,  for  the  first  time,  made  sensible  of  the 
amallness  of  the  force  (about  half  his  own)  to 
which  he  had  surrmdered.  But  for  this  bril- 
liant achievement,  we  ehoold  have  no  settle- 
ment in  all  the  country  lying  northwest  of  the 
Ohio ;  fbr  we  had  taken  no  step  to  eatablisb 
ourselves  there ;  and  there  was  no  mutiny,  or 
what  was  called  "  rebellion  "  in  the  lan^nage  of 
the  day,  which  could  have  led  to  an  ahenation 
from  Great  Britain.    All  that  we  have  acquired 


in  that  regitm  of  country  is  the  fmit  of  the  ca- 
pacious intelleet  of  General  Clarke. 

Who,  he  asked,  were  the  altiea  of  GrMt 
Britwn?  They  were  the  Indians;  soditvai 
through  these  allies  that  the  West  had  ba  <»> 
tend  against  the  power  of  Great  Britain  dDting 
the  war  of  the  revolation ;  and  if  the  Indlsn 
war  ooQtinned  in  th«  West  after  that  <tf  thi 
revolution,  it  was  a  oootinnotioD  of  Ihil  nr, 
because  the  Indians  were  excited  by  Gnst 
Britain,  On  this  {ffindi^  the  clsnes  on- 
braced  in  the  amendmeot  have  perfwnaed  what 
comes  within  the  mtwning  of  ravcdutionaiy  iw- 
vlces. 

We  have  a  treaty  formed  with  Great  Britaia 
in  1TS8,  but  this  treaty  did  not  end  the  lodisB 
war  in  the  West.  But  he  would  pot  the  tdim- 
tion  of  the  amendment  on  another  gnwal 
We  now  poaeees  the  Northwest  Territw;,  dis- 
encnmbered  of  Indians.  Great  Britiio  bdd 
this  country  and  protected  It,  and  we  ocaU  irat 
have  held  it  by  any  right  which  we  conld  1ist« 
set  up.  In  1T94,  when  General  Wayne  patu 
end  to  the  Indian  war,  we  had  but  one  settle- 
ment, and  that  lying  under  the  prateetiaB  <S 
the  girns  of  the  fort-  He  oould  not  qmts  in 
that  repon  withont  leaving  a  ohun  of  forts  tw- 
hind  bim,  and  the  troops  which  he  ocnmunded 
were  ^  to  be  drawn  from  Kentucky,  for  tbsr* 
was  not  a  military  man  around  him.  Wbsn  1m 
marched,  he  sent  word  to  General  Waihinftui 
that  the  Indians  were  too  powerful  for  hiu^ 
and  he  had  to  fight  them  m  garrison  and  ia 
fortress.  General  Scott,  who  was  then  in  Ftiil- 
adelphia,  was  sent  to  hia  rdief  by  G<nenl 
Wadiington ;  and  after  his  arrival  the  bitttt 
was  fought.  Are  we  to  disregaid  soYiiMof 
this  character  I  He  trusted  not ;  but  be  bop«d 
that  they  would  be  deemed  by  tbe  Eoow  m 
important  as  those  of  the  revolntionaiy  war. 

But,  looking  at  the  matter  on  the  scoie  of 
Justice,  it  must  be  admitted  that  no  men  Tin 
more  entitled  to  tbe  benefits  of  this  lull  thu 
the  hardy,  brave,  and  adventorous  men  «i>0 
contended  against  the  scalping-kuife  and  Um 
tomahawk — as  dangerous  service  *s  soj  b 
which  men  were  engaged.  We  have  iweinn 
from  them  services  far,  in  value,  eicecding  aj 
compensation  we  can  give  in  retnni ;  (br  they 
conquered  the  whole  of  that  extennve  oaoolry, 
and  nave  left  it  in  our  bands. 

Mr,  GsuHDY  said  that  if  any  men  were  snth 
tied  to  the  benefit  of  this  bilLthese  men  -nrt 
clearly  the  most  entiUed.  why  do  '"j'!* 
pensions  at  all  ?  It  is  on  acoount  of  th«  ^'"^ 
encountered  by  individnals,  and  the  benrfM 
which  have  resulted  from  those  haisrd*  WtM 
oonntry.  If  there  were  any  other  B™J""^ 
which  these  claims  were  placed,  be  did  "» 
know  it  This  class  of  men  had  loffered  no" 
than  any  other  which  had  served  in  the  "W. 
They  formed  a  part  of  tbe  revoluUoncj  "^^ 
After  the  treaty  of  17B8,  when  we  were  in  tb» 
enjoyment  of  peace  and  safety,  the  Indiso  W 
continued  to  rage  in  the  West  doring  K"  « 
twelve  years.    These  men  were  engsged  by  »« 
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6«*«niiMat,  and  ntn  ridu  greMer  than  tbow 
eodored  by  foai^fUw  of  the  penoni  indnded 
in  the  provukma  of  the  bllL  And  if  they  suf- 
fered m  much  in  the  auiie  canse,  why  are  the 
bcD^ti  of  tlia  bill  to  be  given  to  one  set  of 
men,  tnd  not  given  to  another  t  Why  extend 
then)  to  the  time  of  the  dbbanding  of  the  gen- 
tral  may,  and  not  indiide  thoee  who  were  re- 
taiaed  in  the  aerrloe  beymid  that  period  t  The 
kw  left  of  thcee  men  reeide  In  the  West ;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  expedMl  that  WesUm  Benatora 
woold  ait  itiU,  and  not  eeotire  to  their  constitn- 
enti  that  to  whieh  they  are  bo  jnatlr  entitled. 

Ui.  BoBimoff  expTMMd  his  readineta  to  ac- 
cept the  anggeation  to  embcaoe  theae  persona  in 


"And  offlcen  mui  eoldlen  who  eerred  under 
Gencntls  Wanie,  Clarke,  Harmnr,  Hamtmnck,  and 
&.  CUir,  la  Ute  IfarthweakiTn  Terrilorj,  and  in  the 
ladka  nca,  after  the  rerolaUoiL'' 

ICr.  Behtds'  repeated  the  hiatoiy  of  the  aer- 
TVM  of  General  Clarke,  and,  as  tbe  hoar  hard 
enind  for  moming  tmaineea^  moved  to  lay  the 
luU  on  the  table :  oa^ed  in  f-h^  affirmative — 
JIUSB. 

Od  motitMi  of  ICr.  Fobsttb,  it  was 

ftwfwJ,  nat  the  PresideDt  be  requested  to 
(•naiiHdeata  witb  the  Banate  all  the  tnitnictioiis 

Sbj  Ods  Oovenuaant  to  oar  Wniitera  to  Qreat 
i;  and  all  the  correapondenoe  of  onr  Hlpia- 
>B*  OB  the  sal^eot  ef  the  c^dooial  and  Weat  India 
tnlttriaee  the  tUrd  of  March,  1S2S,  not  hereto- 
fice  ««iaanidcatad,  so  Ev  aa  (he  pnblio  IntereM 
will,  ia  Ut  Jadgment,  penulL 

'WxDmaDA.T,  April  11. 
BnobttwiMrf  Pmriom, 

Tit.  Toot  moved  that  the  Senate  proooed  to 
the  cooiideration  of  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  ut  for  the  relief  of  the  sorviving  officers 
ud  aoldlera  of  the  army  of  the  revolation. 
Be  atal«d  that  he  waa  yesterday  iqipealed  to  by 
M  (rfd  soldier,  who  be^ed  to  iiow  if  Oongresa 
«u  about  to  pasa  any  bill  for  the  relief  of 
those  who  had  performed  revolntionary  ser- 
tiees.  If  noL  be  aaid,  be  hoped  they  wonld 
pau  a  bill  t«  hang  all  this  class  of  men,  and  re- 
neve  them  from  Uieir  misery  at  onoe. 

Ihe  qaestjon  was  carried — yeas  18,  ni^  12. 

Tlie  amendment  offered  by  Ur.  KoBUiaaK 
iKuig  under  consideration,  whidi  read  as  fol- 

"AbI  odoen  and  aoldien  who  served  under 
Onenls  Wayne,  Clarke,  Harmar,  Hamtavmcb,  and 
Su  Qui,  In  the  Northweeiern  Territory,  and  in  the 
lolisa  »irs,  liter  the  reTolulioo  " —  ' 

Itr.  Wnm  moved  further  to  amend  the 
"Hndmaot,  by  adding  the  following  words : 

"And  aoy  oilier  penon  who  was  in  aervieo  na- 
Jet  tlu  tatbority  ef  the  United  Statea,  as^Inst  any 


bill,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of  the  Booth- 
west  Ha  feared  that  the  Senato  woold  get  off 
from  the  trne  principle.  If  the  object  of  pen- 
sioning is  to  provide  for  those  who  are  dis* 
abled,  or  who  are  iu  circnmstonoes  too  indigent 
to  permit  them  to  provide  for  tliemaelvea,  bis 
amendment  wonld  not  violate  this  principle. 
Bat  if  the  Senate  are  to  abandon  this  ground, 
it  WHB  but  just  that  all  sections  of  the  ooontry 
should  share  alike. 

Ut.  FsELiMainrrsEir  expressed  his  apprehen-  1^ 
■ion  that  the  bill,  thas  saddled  down  with 
amendments,  mtrht  be  destroyed,  and  that  this 
amendment  of  uie  gentleman  ftom  Tennessee 
was  offered  in  no  spirit  of  friendship  for  tiie 
bill.  It  was  impossible,  too,  to  resist  these 
amendments.  No  one  pretended  to  donbt  the 
meritorious  services  of  the  persons  inclnded  in 
these  amendments.  But  he  bad  always  under- 
stood that  it  was  found  necessary  to  adopt  a 
principle  of  discrimination ;  and  if  no  enScient 
reason  existed  for  this  discrimination,  the  bill 
onght  to  be  made  still  more  eitenwve  than  it 
is.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Ur.  GkFN- 
[>t)  had  inquired  the  other  day,  why  the  bill 
jtopped  with  the  revolntionary  wor.  It  stopped 
there  becanse  it  was  the  termination  of  tnat 
war ;  becoosa  it  was  the  revolution ;  and  be- 
cause  they  who  fbnght  to  accomplish  that  glo- 
rious event,  could  not  properly  be  dassed  with 
the  men  in  179G,  who  were  fighting  for  a  cer- 
t^  pay.  The  men  of  the  revoloiJon  contend- 
ed for  every  thinK  that  was  dear  to  them — 
home,  hearth,  and  freedom.  They  fought  for 
a  Government ;  they  fought  for  their  social 
rights ;  and  they  achieved  every  thing  by  their 
own  toib  and  their  own  blood.  The  discrimi- 
nation is  as  broad  as  daylight  can  make  it,  or 
as  between  any  two  classes  of  soldiers;  the 
one  fighting  for  a  snre  and  daily  otm^erotion, 
and  the  other  fbr  Government  and  social  inter- 
!.  For  whom  has  the  hill  made  pro- 
I  For  those  who  are  empbatinally  "rev- 
olutionary pensioners."  The  militia  had  car- 
'  id  on  everywhere  a  partisan  war,  with  quite 

ronch  loss  of  property  and  blood  ;  and  it  had 
been  a  sul^eot  of  frequent  inquiry  why  the 
militia  ware  not  all  placed  on  the  same  footing 
with  those  provided  for  by  the  bill.  Gentle- 
men from  most  of  the  8tat«s  have  been  in- 
Btmotod  to  see  justice  though  late,  done  to 
"lis  class  of  soldiers,  who  had  been  engaged  In 
contest  for  freedom,  such  aa  was  never  wit- 
nessed in  the  world  before.  If  these  men  can 
show  that  they  have  rendered  revolutionary 
servloes,  let  them  do  so.  But  if  the  bill  is  to 
be  BO  extended  as  to  reward  all,  why  slionld 
not  those  who  were  at  Kew  Orleans,  at  llppe- 
canoe,  at  Bridsewater,  and  at  many  other 
places,  be  included  f  It  cannot  be  dune.  In 
order  to  be  consistent  in  its  legislation,  the 
Senate  must  r^ect  all  these  ameadmento,  and 
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confine  the  proTinoos  of  the  ttQt  to  reTtdntion- 
oFj  serrices.  With  theM  views,  be  wonld  be 
compelled  to  TOte  against  all  tbeM  amend- 

Ur.  Gbcndt  admitted  that  the  ideation  of 
the  amendment  nonld  make  tiie  legulation  of 
Uie  Senate  more  consistent  than  their  adoption. 
A  portion  of  the  troop*  embraoed  in  the 
amendment  of  his  eolleagne,  were  enMgod  in 
reTolotionary  service.  And  what  difference, 
he  asked,  could  there  be  between  those  en- 
gaged in  the  revolntionarj  war  on  this  ride  the 
monntains,  and  those  similarly  engaged  on  tlie 
other  side  ?  The*  who  were  en^^  on  this 
side  were  contending  against  the  British  lol- 
diera,  while  tliose  on  the  other  were  fighting 
against  the  Indian  allies  of  Great  Britain.  Be 
stated  it  to  be  bis  intention  to  vote  for  this 
amendment,  and  for  the  whole  aroeDdment,  if 
tliis  shonld  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  shonld  vote  against  the 
amendment,  and,  afterwarda,  agalzist  the  whole 
bill.  There  was  a  difference  between  the  ser- 
vice in  the  East  and  that  in  the  West,  which 
operated  in  his  mind  agunst  the  amendment. 
Wh«n  Oongress  offered  half  pay  for  life,  the 
Eastern  members  opposed  the  measure,  on  the 
ground  of  the  impollcj  of  Intrododng  a  system 
of  pei^oniDR.  It  was  then  proposed  to  nve 
five  yean'  AilI  vvj  to  the  officers  m  lien  of  half 
par  for  life,  ana  thus  to  avoid  pennons.  Now, 
the  gronnd  seems  to  be  completely  changed. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  behind  him, 
(Mr.  Qruitdt,)  seemed  to  have  fallen  into  an 
error,  when,  he  set  npolaims  for  one  particnUr 
part  of  the  Union.  The  Eastern  aoldiers  bad 
tnmed  ont  and  fonght  as  bravely  as  the  militia 
of  the  West.  Bnt  the  fbct  was,  that  there  had 
been  bat  very  few  militia  called  ont  in  the  East 
after  1778;  and  the  Southern  war  was  fonght 
after  that  period.  The  militia  in  that  part  of 
the  Union  were  then  called  ont  in  great  nnm- 
bers^  BO  that  both  sides  of  the  moontuns  were 
abont  on  a  par. 

In  MarylaDd,  the  miUtia  were  called  oat  in 
1777,  and  bnt  few  were  called  afterwards  in 
the  East  In  New  York,  the  Oonnectloiit 
troops  did  servioe.  After  that  time,  there  was 
oomporativelT  peace  on  this  ude  the  momi- 
tiuns.  But  the  Bonthem  miliUa  were  after- 
wards c^ed  out,  and  ccwstitnted  the  mun 
force  of  that  section  of  conntry.  He  waa  op- 
posed to  the  bill  in  prindpla.  If  the  aroead- 
mentH  were  adopted,  be  ooold  see  no  good  rea- 
son why  the  soloiers  of  the  last  war  should  not 
be  indaded.  There  were  few  who  came  ont  of 
that  service,  daring  the  war,  who  did  not  leave 
it  in  a  state  of  poverty,  having  been  compeUed 
to  look  to  Uieir  own  means  for  their  snpporL 
Bnt  it  was  not  so  with  those  who  came  ont 
after  the  war.  He  waa  of  the  oiumon  that  the 
Eaatem  men  acted  oorreoUy  iu  potting  a  stop 
to  pensions.  If  these  propositions  were  to  be 
osrried  out,  the  bill  would  empty  the  Treasary. 
There  was  a  plan,  when  he  came  into  Oongren, 
to  pension  for  three  years,  ^viag  equal  to  half 


1  offmd 


pay,  which  would  have  emsed  a 
of  about  $600,000  a  year.  It  was  raised  ii 
Boobs  to  eight  dtdlars  a  day,  and  waa  to 
changed  aa  to  oontem^ate  an  annnal  eip«B£- 
tnr*  of  two  miUiwu;  It  waa  alwaya  the  ease 
that,  when  there  waa  a  ^ane  TVeaaaty,  Oon- 
gress became  anddcaily  ana  rigidly  eowoaiieal ; 
bat  when  there  waa  {den^  of  nHmey  In  tb* 
Treamry,  every  one  ie  ready  for  a  prmSgal  »- 
penditnre.  This  bffl  would  lead  to  a  heavy  ei- 
penditure,  not  for  one  year  only,  bat  for  evoy 
year.  Be  bad  gone  bito  the  war  wttb  tdne 
thousand  pounds  of  his  own  BMoey,  and,  when 
he  came  out,  he  bad  notbinf . 

Ur.  Whrk  said  that  hts  fiiend  from  New 
Jersey  was  ri^t  In  tbe  (DppotttioB  that  be 
(Ur.  W.)  had  not  offtred  his  aBeodneot  with 
any  view  to  impede  the  bilL  Bis  ot^eet  wsi^ 
if  the  bill  was  to  paai^  to  nake  Its  <^i«ratioo 
Jnst  a&d  eaoal,  aa  regaraa  all  portioiiB  of  tbe 
country.  If  the  anwndment  fw  bad  d 
were  adopted,  he  dionld  not  be  any  ni 
posed  to  vote  for  the  btU.  Be  beliei 
the  bill  now  wai^  tn  Me,  fid 
but,  although  wrong,  If  it  waa  hi  pan,  ne 
wonld  orry  ont  the  prlndple  so  as  to  make  it 
apply  to  all— to  the  militia  Of  the  West  aa  nA 
as  to  all  ethers.  It  was  not  a  eoncet  soppo- 
ritigifthat  this  amendment  was  foanded  en  a 
principle  distinct  ttom  that  of  the  bilL 

Hr.  BccKHBB  thought  the  ameodmant  wort 
too  far.  Be  was  not  quite  prepared  to  say  that 
he  would  not  vote  iae  tbe  bUl  in  its  w^jinsl 
shape,  bat  he  could  not  hc4p  saying  thai  bs 
thou^t  the  whole  system  was  wrong.  Be  wsi 
not  disposed  to  adopt  a  peuion  systeni  beyoad 
those  who  had  been  iijnrad  in  the  service  of 
their  oonntry.  Any  thing  beyraid  that,  he  cco- 
■idered  to  be  bad  poticy.  Bnt  as  the  proriMoai 
of  the  law  have  neen  extended,  in  some  de- 
gree, beyond  this  principle,  he  saw  no  snS- 
cient  reason  why  this  prinraple  or  good  ftdiDg 
should  not  be  ezteoded  to  the  mmtla  of  that 
period. 

On  motion  of  Itr,  Javtanta,  fifteen  bandied 
extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Bdcet  Cen- 
mittee  on  the  apportionment  biU  wen  orieied 
to  be  printed. 

TanxsDAT,  April  13. 

A^r^priati^n  BUI. 

The  Senate  reeomed,  in  Gommittae  of  tba 


EtAra  C^m^mtation  to  tie  Ttrritoriiii  Jwig* 
ZMy. 

Ur.  Smith  then  move!  after  readhic  a  letbr 
flwm  the  Secretary  of  War,  an  ameBomeiit,  ts 
the  fbllowing  effect : 

*■  For  specid  snrtoes  perftmied  by  3.  L.  Dstj, 
Esq.,  fbr  sei  lines  and  ezpenaea  in  t*™")!  *  oout 
for  the  trial  of  Whrnebsfo  IndiaM  >t  PHfais  * 
CMen,  t6B3  60. 
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s  reiiBtod,  on  the  gnmod 
tbM  th«  sernoea  wen  within  the  proper  Una  of 
Judge  Dotjr'i  Jodiatol  du^,  and  that  he  was  no 
mon  eo^tied  to  extra  psf  than  he  wonld  be 
forhif  tkvwD  eiMDMS  and  travelUiw  to  anr 
wort  in  hia  immaoUte  dlatriol.  On  Ute  other 
htnd,  Uw  nqxirtera  ct  Uie  ameodmant  inaiated 
tbu  the  Jn^  waa  not  bonnd  to  go  to  Prairie 
dn  Oliian,  aM  that,  ttaing  tabjeoled  to  eztraor- 
din«7  expensea  in  the  penonnAnee  of  this 
ivtj,  which  waa  ei^oined  on  him  hy  the  War 
Dnartmeiit,  be  was  entitled  to  extra  p«f. 
The  amendmuit  waa  n^^tived, 

JUttion  to  OvattnuiJa, 

Hr.  CiAr  then  roae  to  aak  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  an  an>ropriation  propoaed  for  the 
difdamatle  earrice,  whidi  he  deemed  to  be 
no&j  onneoeaaarj.  It  waa  for  the  ontflt  and 
Mlar7  (tf  a  eha^  d'afiairee,  at  Gnatemala. 
Od  a  former  oecaaion  he  had  atat«d  to  the  Sen- 
ate hii  beUef  that  the  pnblio  serrioe  did  not 
N^ire  na  to  be  repreaented  at  that  Oovem- 
nenL  A  ohargi  bad  been  nominated  during 
tba  present  aeaaion ;  no  disoassion  had  taken 
plaee  on  the  Domination ;  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  being 
abaeat  from  hia  aeat  at  Uie  time,  had  no  oppor- 
Unitj  of  'F'ak'"g  anoh  ezplanationa  aa  he  be- 
iisTcd,  If  made,  wonld  hare  prerented  the  oon- 
Srmation  of  the  appdntment.  The  agent, 
Iwrevar,  bad  not  left  the  United  Statea,  and  it 
WIS  not  DOW  too  l«l«  to  ooreeet  the  eviL  Vith 
rwpeet  ta  the  ehargi  himael^  he  believed  no 
abjedjoa  eonld  be  iMde ;  the  gentleman  wonld 
do  qnite  aa  well  aa  manj  othera  who  bad  been 
•ppointed— atood  in  aome  aort  of  family  rela- 
tioMhip  to  him,  and  had  been  partioDUrir  dia- 
tiogaiiiied  bj  hia  ceal  in  the  oanse  of  the  prea- 
(nt  Adminiatration.  The  gentleman,  moreover, 
Knded  in  the  eame  town  with  hlmiellt  and  had 
bceo  a  candidate  to  repreaent  hia  diatriot  in  the 
pTMant  Oongreaa,  in  which  oontert  he  had  been 
Wan  aome  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  Totea. 
Thit,  however,  formed  no  aort  of  objeotion  to 
bim:  the  aoij  qneation  was,  the  ofBce  that  had 
bWQ  conferred  on  him  waa  not  needed  fbr  the 
pnblie  Berriea.  On  thia  aolfjeet  he  fdt  aome- 
■bat  tolioitoua,  beoanae  tlie  office  waa  one  of 
those  which  the  last  Admlmatration  ^ropoeed 
to  nlrenoh ;  and  if  the  preaent  Adminiatration 
did  not  mean  to  redeem  the  pledges  ^  re- 
tnnchineot  and  refbrm  that  bronght  them  into 
ofike,  it  waa  to  be  hoped  they  wonld  leave 
mdiAirbed  thoae  that  had  been  contemplated 
l?th«laat. 

Kr.  Taxiwsu.  fonnd  hinuelf  verj  ronoh  in 
I'm  aitoation  of  the  Senator  from  Uaryland. 
Ht  fait  conatrained  to  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tioa  to  pajr  the  aalarj,  as  the  Senate,  b;  its 
^*a  ae^  had  created  the  office  which  it  waa 
tttMiptad,  by  a  aide-blow,  to  lop  oft  The 
SMutta  was  not  at  lilMrty  to  refiue  the  appro- 
prittkm  for  an  offiee  ita  own  vote  had  as«istod 
n  aMabUahing  within  the  preaent  aeaaion. 
Bow  Iir  wonld  the  geutleiiuui  from  Kuntnoh; 
(an;  out  hia  printntue  ?    Wonld  be  apjdj  it,  i^ 


in  hia  opinion,  nooeaiarj,  to  the  salariea  of 
offioera  created  by  law  ?  And  yet  this  would  be 
tlie  effect  if  the  motion  of  that  gentleman  pre- 
vidled.  In  the  present  case,  the  President  oad 
nominated,  the  Senate  had  confirmed,  thereby 
creating  the  office,  and  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
aentativea,  acting  on  thia  creation  of  office,  n 


oat.  Mr.  T.  oonld  not  oonaent  to  sanction  ■ 
prindple  of  thia  sort.  When  the  nomination 
waa  before  the  Senate,  he  entertained  the  same 
view  with  regard  to  it  aa  expreaaed  by  the  Sen- 
ator firmn  Eentnoky ;  he  oonld  not  aee  any  rea- 
aon  for  aending  a  Minister  to  thia  Govenunent,  ,^ 
if  a  Government  it  was  at  all.  But,  inaamnch 
there  bad  been  a  Miniater  there  fur  many 


of  the  misBioD,  he  did  not  deem  it  neoeeaary  to 
call  npon  the  Exccntiva  fbr  additional  inf<«- 
mation, 

Mr.  HoufXB  eipreeaed  himaelf  aa  mnch  grat- 
ified that  hia  old-iasliioned  aentimenta  bad  been 
ao  well  snatained  by  the  chairman  vt  the  Com- 
mittee on  Forrign  RelatioDa,  (Mr.  Taekwbij;.) 
Be  ahoold  begin  to  think  himaelf  a  very  cor- 
rect and  conaiatent  politician.  For  example, 
when  the  Panama  miauon  waa  nnder  oonnoer- 
ation,  be  tboogbt  it  Inexpedient,  and  votod  In 
bvor  of  the  reeolntitma  preaented  by  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Ym^at  RelaUona,  in  oppotition  to 
the  nwiflore.  When  the  only  afflniuitive  prop- 
ontion  was  on  the  taUe,  the  creation  of  the 
Mlniatera,  be  voted,  with  tiie  chairman  of  that 
eommittM,  agwnat  the  meaanre ;  trat  when  the 
bill  came  fhtrn  the  Honae  of  Repreaentativen^ 
after  the  offioera  bad  been  created,  making  an 
appropriation  for  their  salariea,  he  (Mr.  H.) 
gave  the  only  conaiatent  vote — he  voted  to  pay 
Uietn.  Then,  like  the  Senator  from  Tirgmia 
on  the  present  oocanon,  he  did  not  fbel  himaelf 
at  liberty  to  reAise  the  ealariee  after  the  Senate 
had  created  tbe  offloee ;  and,  now,  be  mnat  in- 
form the  Senatorfrom  EenUioky  that  be  abonld 
vote  on  the  asme  prindple. 

Mr.  TAzawxLL  obaerved  that  nothing  In  hia 
eonrae  oonld  autboriie  a  oompariaon  between 
him  and  the  Senator  fhnn  Maine,  either  aa  re> 
garded  conabtenoy  tx  aaj  thing  elae.  Hie 
remarka  of  that  gentleman,  however,  called  for 
a  reply  on  another  point  There  waa  a  great 
difibrence  t>etweMi  the  Panama  misalon  and  the 
preaent  one.  If  the  gentleman  from  Hfdne 
would  torn  to  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Belotiona,  made  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to,  he  wonld  find  that  the  main  difflenltj 
nrged  in  tbe  report  was  the  nnconstitntionality 
of  the  misdon.  Tbe  committee  believed  thid 
Oongreaa  pomeased  do  anthorit;  to  aend  Minis- 
ters to  a  oongreaa  of  nationa.  Difiering,  there- 
fore, from  a  minority  of  the  Senate,  he  had 
voted  agalnat  the  measnre,  in  all  its  atag^ ; 
first,  agunat  the  creation  of  tbe  offioea^  The 
House  of  Bepreaentativea,  oonoorring  wilA  Uie 
m^ority,  made  the  appropriation  to  pay  the 
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salaries  of  the  Hlnisters  that  had  been  appoiot- 
ed ;  and  be,  for  one,  believing  tliat  the  Eieoa- 
tive  and  Benata  had  no  conatitDtloDsl  right  to 
institute  the  mission,  voted  ag^n  it.  That 
was  one  difference  between  the  Panama 
eion  and  the  present  one ;  for  no  one,  for  a  mo- 
ment, would  snppose  that  the  Preaident  and 
BeDat«  bad  not  a  right  to  send  a  Uiniatei 
Central  America. 

Sir.  BisTON  roae  to  make  some  obMrrations 
on  the  muQ  point  of  oineotlon— the  alleged  fn- 
ingnificanoy  of  the  trad?  between  the  United 
States  and  Goatemala.  It  waa  alleged  that  this 
commeroe  was  too  Inconsiderable  to  merit  the 
minaion  of  a  charg6  d'aflUree ;  that  the  profits, 
in  fact,  of  the  whole  commerce,  wonld  not  de- 
fraj  the  expenses  of  the  mission.  This,  Hr.  B. 
was  verj  certain,  was  a  great  mistake.  " 
held  in  his  hand  the  dooament  of  the 
meree  and  navigation  of  the  United  Statee  for 
the  jeax  18B0 — the  last  tliat  was  printed,  llr. 
B.  then  read  from  the  doonment,  to  show 
that  the  whole  impcnts  from  Goatemala  were 
$802,620 ;  and  of  this  amoant,  about  (140,000 
consisted  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bnllioa. 
The 
•aid 

exporte  to  Rnssia,  and  eight  dmee  as  great 
thef  were  to  Prassia.  The  foreign  exports 
sent  from  the  TTnitad  Slotee  were  tlIO,000 ;  so 
that,  if  there  was  aaj  thing  in  the  balanoe  of 
trade,  here  was  a  balanoe  of  about  $00,000  In 
favor  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  B.  thought 
this  eonuneroe  was  well  worth  attending  to 
now;  and  as  Goatemala  waa  a  fonng  aoud  a 
growing  ooantry,  it  most  «oon  b«  mo^  more 
rcnsiderabla,  if  cherished  and  preaerred.  Mr. 
B.  wonld,  tJierefbre,  oordiallj  vote  in  favor  of 
the  appropriation  for  defraying  tiM  expanan  of 
tiie  mission. 

Kr.  Bibb  mode  a  few  obserratiotu  tn  oppov- 
tdon  to  the  motion,  expressing  his  hope  that 
what  bad  been  done  in  this  case  by  the  Preed- 
dent,  with  the  advice  end  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, wonld  not  be  reversed  In  this  manner.  He 
considered  the  matter  as  now  placed  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Benate.  The  right  of  ap- 
pointing to  foreign  missions,  and  of  receiving 
foreign  Hlnisters,  he  viewed  as  an  exolouve 
light  ap{>ertaining  to  the  Pretddent.  In  the 
present  ioslAQce,  the  Senate  had  oonarmed  the 
nomination,  and  the  other  Honae  having  apprty- 
priated  the  means,  it  mo«t  be  palpable  that  the 
Benate  conld  not  do  otherwise  than  oonform  to 
droomstanoea. 

Mr.  CaAMBBBS  gave  the  reasons  which  wonld 
compel  him  to  vote  against  the  motion.  He 
regretted  diat  it  had  been  mode  at  this  time. 
If  the  statements  of  the  Benstor  had  been  made 
at  another  time,  they  woold  donbtlesa  have 
inQoenced  his  vote,  and  probably  the  nomina- 
tioQ  wonld  have  met  with  a  diSbrent  fata. 

Mr.  FuBSTTH  spoke  briefly  tn  opposition  to 
the  motion.  He  was  of  the  opini<Hi  that  to 
refose  the  appropriation  so  immediately  after 
eonfinning  tl)e  nomination,  wonld  ezpoae  the 


waa  said  that  ttiii 
mission  was  onneoessary.  The  nomination  wu 
made  to  replace  the  Minister  appointed  last 
session.  There  had  been  plenty  of  litne  to 
inquire  into  the  necesuty.  Why  had  then 
been  do  call  for  information,  aAer  what  ths 
President  bad  stated  on  the  snbject  in  hli  so- 
nnal  Message  I  [Here  Mr.  F.  read  an  eitnct 
from  the  Message  on  the  aabjeot  of  our  reU- 
tions  with  Goatemala.]  He  tiiougbt  the  mis- 
taoa  waa  neoessary,  and  that  the  Bppr<9risti<n 
oogbt  not  to  be  refrised,  withont  a  aofflcient 
reason  bebg  given. 

Mr.  EmaHT,  with  a  view  to  give  tinw  to 
make  some  further  examination,  moved  that 
the  Senate  now  a^onm— yeaa  IS,  nays  SI. 

The  qneation  was  tiien  taken  on  Mr.  Cut's 
motioDj  to  strike  ont  the  sjpproprUticn,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  fbUows : 

Tais.— Henn.  CUy,  Clarton,  Eiri^,  Fm^ 
Job  D  Stan,  NamMe,  Bobbini,  Bnrnonr-^. 

Nats.— Ues^  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brmra,  Bi^ 
Iter,  Cbsmbers,  Dallu,  Diekatam,  DnOtej.Tmsth, 
FreliQgbuyscn,  Ornadj,  Bandiieks,  HjU,  Ksds, 
King,  K^gbt,  HangaiB.  Marc;,  Miller,  Pnalis^ 
BoUnsoD,  ttnith,  Taievell,  Tipum,  T 
IVoop,  Tyler,  While^  Wilkina—sa 


FuDAT,  Affn  18. 
3li»tum  to  Belgittm. 

Mr.  Olat  dien  moved  to  amend  the  lull  by 
strikuig  ont  so  mooh  aa  provides  for  a  M'"i''"' 
to  Beldam. 

He  expressed  his  perfect  belief  that  the  pre*- 
ent  Administration  and  iheir  friends  were  *ni- 
ions  to  fulfil  all  the  pT  ~ 
they  had  pvoD;  and 
afibrd  them  an  oppcwtunitj 
ha  had  proposed.  Here  waa  a  prniositiou  to 
create  a  raisnon  to  a  new  power.  Had  it  been 
a  repoblio  instead  rf  a  monarchy,  he  mi^ 
perhi^N  have  felt  a  little  more  wiUingne*  to 
make  the  wpropriation.  As  to  the  gvatlemaa 
who  was  likely  to  receive  the  appointtneBt,  if 
made,  he  dtsclumed  any  unkind  leelinAi.  Be 
regarded  him  as  a  genueman  well  qoaUfied  to 
do  honor  to  the  oonntry ;  and  if  the  miwou 
I  to  be  created,  he  wonld  vote  with  {deas- 
ore  for  hia  ^t^inUneot.  Bnt  this  waa  ■  new 
oonrt.  The  ink  waa  not  dry,  the  moiuvdi 
hardly  on  the  throne,  the  soeptre  scarcely  in 
his  hand.  He  had  not  even  deigned  to  send 
any  one  to  this  country.  He  would  himself 
prefer  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Hansealie  Be- 
pablio,  than  to  this  npetart  king  of  Belgium, 
who  waa  not  seated  on  the  throne  by  the  will 
of  the  people,  but  by  the  act  of  a  few  sot- 
ereigns.  If  this  mission  were  to  be  sastuoed 
on  the  gronnd  that  the  vsloe  of  tho  trade  re- 
quired it,  for  the  same  reason  one  might  be 

'  to  the  Pope,  to  Aoatria,  and  all  the  other 

He  hoped  that,  aa  the  Benate  bad  not  yet 
used  oa  this  mlasion,  there  wonld  be  no  ob- 
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Aran,  1831.]  Minim  (e 

Jeotica  to  the  motion.  H«  wM  awktb  that 
eircDiutsiiMa  eziat«d  which  would  pravent 
him  from  going  into  (letMU,  wbieh  were  before 
the  8«D«t«  in  another  oharocter.  and  he  wontd 
tbcrefiin  refrain.  He  remindea  the  Senate  of 
tlie  difftrent  sitaation  of  thia  miseioa,  to  that 
of  the  oharaft  to  Gnatemals.  In  one  case  the 
officer  had  Men  oonflrmed,  but  in  tiw  oilier  th« 
misrioo  bad  to  be  ereated. 

Hr.  Hatmi  ezprewed  bia  reodineM  to  redeem 
107  pledge  whioh  he  had  givm  on  the  Bal{}eet 
of  relbnn  and  Tetreochment;  and  if  all  the 
pledget  should  not  be  redeemed,  the  fault 
ibcHud  not  rest  wlUt  him ;  and  in  dtdng  thia, 
he  was  diipoaed  to  keep  in  view  the  pdebrsted 
raport  of  the  OMnmittee  of  which  the  Senator 
from  MisKKui  was  the  tAaimun,  on  the  redno- 
tion  of  Exeontive  patronage. 

Bat  whm  the  gen&man  from  Kentocl?  ap- 
]d)ed  the  tdedge  to  thia  portionlar  caw,  he  rauit 
fint  be  eatiified  tfaat  it  ia  a  oaie  wbioh  comes 
within  th*  rohere  of  that  pledge.  If 
An  eonld  be  riiown  to  be  nnneoei 


dM  eontingent  fond,  be  might  ■till'  „  _ 
it  Bia  vote,  on  the  last  qneatlon,  waa  given 
on  the  ground,  aa  taken  bj  the  chairman  of 
the  CoDuaittM  on  Fweign  Relatione,  that  the 
etrntingeDt  fond  was  applicable  to  the  partica- 
lar  olgect  of  appropnatioo.  Here,  however, 
there  waa  bo  oontiogenc;.  A  nomination  had 
been  made.  The  appointment  of  a  Uinister 
wia  atreadj  decided  on.  If  the  Preeident  and 
Ooagrees  ^onld  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  mis- 
■ioD  ia  nooeaarj,  the  appropriation  wonld  be  a 
nteevaij  conseqnenoe.  It  came,  then,  to  this 
quwtion,  wbe^er  tike  miaaion  waa  neoestarj  or 
not  As  the  mtljeot  waa  pending  before  the 
Sratte,  in  tli^  ezeontire  oharaoter,  be  felt 
himielf  greatly  embarntawd  in  diaooaaing  the 
mtiject;  and  restricted  M  he  was,  he  could 


kingdom  into  two  kingdoms,  and  it 

taat  that  this  counti7  should  be  repreaented  in 

both,  in  order  to  prevent  JealooneB,  and  to  pro- 


Mr.  FoBBTTC  s^d  he  did  not  know,  from  any 
bbrmatian  in  hia  poaseauon,  that  the  miaaion 
vtt  DeceeMT/.  On  the  eontrarj-,  he  might  be 
rethw  led  to  a  Afferent  oooalunoa.  Bat  he 
imdcntood  that  other  infnnnation  had  been  re- 
Bnred,  whieh  would  prove  ita  neoeMoty,  and 
\t  ihoiild  therefbre  vote  for  the  uppropnattMi, 
H«  then  corrected  what  he  considered  to  be  a 
miitake  of  the  eb^rman  of  the  Committee  on 
FoTHgn  Rdations  rdative  to  the  contingent 
Ami  It  had  been  applied  for  ont£ta,  bub  im- 
properly to.  The  contin^t  fond  waa  for  the 
upeoMS  of  interoocrse,  m  the  abape  of  pree- 
tula,  officers  on  public  oaya,  servanU  of  foreign 
Uinbtters,  postages,  newBp^>ers,  the  collection 
of  iofomiation,  atationery  and  booka,  and  ex- 
pcDMS  attendant  on  moving  about  with  the 
ocorL    The  fond  ia  nnder  tlie  immediate  oun- 


Btlfimm.  [Snun.  ■ 

trol  of  the  Preaident;  he  deddes  on  its  appli- 
caticHi  for  himself,  and  ia  responuble  to  no  one. 
He  baa  at  timea  used  this  fund  to  pay  ootiita, 
when  be  bad  00  other  money.  The  expensea 
of  this  miaaion  might  as  properly  t>e  paid  out 
of  this  fnnd,  aa  tbcMe  of  Che  outfit  to  Prance. 
'  Hr.  Clat  expressed  pleasure  to  hear  Uiat 
the  geuUeman  from  South  Carolina  was  ready  to 
redeem  hia  pledgea ;  bnt  if  he  did  so,  be  would 
aamre  that  gwalTeman  that  lie  wonld  find  him- 
aelf  in  a  lean  minority.  There  were  two  ways 
of  redeeming  thia  pledge :  one,  by  paring 
down  existing  expenses;    and  the  other,  by 

K venting  new  methods  of  expenditure.    He 
iw  not  which  of  lliese  modes  the  gentlenuio 
would  select. 
iii.  EkiBx.    Both. 

Ur,  O1.&T  went  on  to  express  his  embarrass- 
ment in  toaobing  this  snl^eot  of  the  misdon, 
in  the  peculiar  position  in  which  the  Senate 
waa  placed.  Were  he  at  liberty,  he  eonld  ad- 
dnee  reasons,  perbiqta,  as  strong,  to  ahow  that 
thia  mission  waa  unnecessary,  a«  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina  might  be  able  to  bring 
forward  to  prove  the  contrary ;  and,  perhaps, 
the  weight  of  teetimony  might  be  with  him. 
On  that  point  he  might  venture  to  refer  to  the 
ohaimun  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions.   But  he  was  not  desirous  to  strike  out 


ahonld,  on  an  eiBminotion  of  all  the  sniyeot, 
be  oonfirmed,  it  might  be  inserted  in  another 
bill,  and  there  would  be  no  lack  of  opportunity, 
as  the  Senate  would  have  enongh  (ff  appropri- 
ation bills  before  the  end  of  the  sesMon. 

Mr.  HiLLX8  thonght  that  a  Minister  ou^ht  to 
be  sent  to  Belgium,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Prendent,  onlees  good  reason  eonld  be 
shown  to  the  contrary.  We  had  sent  Minis- 
ters to  Sonth  .^nerica  while  that  conntry  waa 
in  a  state  ot  convulsion ;  and  Ministers  were 
sent  to  Ds  while  we  were  stmggling  for  our 
froedtan.  He  wished  the  matter  to  be^  at  once, 
put  to  rest ;  and  if  a  fall  diaeasBion  were  de- 
sired, it  was  easy,  at  once,  to  go  into  executive 
session,  act  upon  the  nomination,  and  then  re- 
tnm  into  legislative  seauon,  and  posa  or  r^ect 
the  appropriation.  He  was  no  utti-raoson,  but 
he  waa  not  williDK  to  have  his  month  muzzled, 
and  to  be  compeUed  to  act  nnder  this  ban  of 
secrecy.  He  waa  for  psasuig  on  the  matter 
now.  He  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Senate  did 
not  mean  to  sit  hara  throngh  the  dog  days; 
and  if  they  did  not,  there  would  be  no  chance 
of  reinstating  the  appropriation,  if  once  strioken* 
out.  He  omicluded  with  an  alloston  to  the 
twen^-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  paid 
for  a  Minister  to  England,  who  was  worth 
nothing,  as  an  item  more  deserving  of  reproba- 
tion ttun  this  item. 

Mr.  Wkbbtsb  mode  some  brief  remarks.  He 
had  not  onderstood  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky as  '"wt;i"g  any  formal  motion,  and  he 
hop^  that  he  had  not  done  so.  He  thonght 
there  waa  no  precedent  for  thia  inexpedient 
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the  Senate,    we  had  ,     , 

Jotnt  aodon  with  the  otiier  Honae,  to  act  on 
the  BaiD«  anbjeot,  in  th«  Hame  niAoner,  sod  tu- 
Tolving  the  same  principlM,  He  Mt  the  anne 
here  as  he  wonld  bsve  felt  had  he  been  in  the 
other  House.  He  would  have  voted  fM"  thi^ 
approprMion  in  the  otitw  Hoote,  and  be  ifaonld 
do  flo  fiere.  The  appropfiatioD  bad  been  aiked 
for  by  tfao  EzeoatiTs,  and  he  waa  willing  to 
give  it ;  and  the  Riving  it  would  have  no  rafect 
on  hia  Tot«  when  ne  shonld  oome  to  act  on  the 
nominBtioo.  He  ahonld  not  vot«  fm-  the  nomi- 
nadon  any  the  sooner  iMcanse  the  ezpeneea 
were  provided  for. 

Ur.  Taxkwxu,  ezprewed  a  different  view, 
Donsideiing  that  grantiiiK  the  appropriation 
oreat«d  the  o£Boe.  The  wnole  difflonlty,  in  h\» 
opinion,  aroee  ont  of  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tivea  doin^  what  they  had  no  right  to  do,  by 
appropriating  money  for  on  ofBce  which  had 
not  yet  been  ore^ed — imagining  that  some 
such  office  was  about  to  be  created.  If  the 
Senate  appoint  the  Uinister,  the  appropriation 
most  be  made.  But  while  the  matter  is  in 
pendency,  whether  the  mission  shall  be  created 
or  not,  will  tlie  Benate  create  the  miasion  by 
appropristiant  Should  the  nomination  be  oon- 
firmed,  he  wonld  aaanredly  vote  for  the  appro- 
priation ;    bot  he  oonld  not  so  vote  at  this 


Hie  Senate  then  a^onmed. 

Uonv^T,  April  16, 

Ur.  Clit,  from  Hie  Conunittoe  on  Mannfito- 
tnres,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred 
b^  the  Senate,  made  a  report  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  rales  of  the 
pnblio  lands,  acoompanied  by  a  bill  providing 
tlierefbr. 

The  bill  was  read  Qie  first  time;  and  the 
question  being  on  ordering  it  to  &  second 
reading, 

Mr.  Bbntoh  said ;  He  would  not  trouble 
himself  with  the  details  of  error  and  injnetice 
which  this  report  contdned.  Uaesaohosetts 
and  Uaine  are  placed  on  an  equality  with  Vif' 
glnia,  who  bad  made  sach  a  generous  cession  of 
territory.  HasaachnBetts  had  reluned  thirty 
thooaand  square  milea,  and,  after  giving  a  por- 
tion of  these  lands  to  Uaine,  had  disposed  of 
the  rest  at  fifteen  and  twan^  oenta  the  acre. 

The  whole  of  this  report  he  characterized  as 
proceeding  on  tlie  principle  of  money — money 
— money,  Uoney  must  lie  wrong  from  the 
soil,  to  prepare  against  the  contingency  of  a 
new  war.  Instead  of  looking  to  mosey  for 
this  provision,  regard  should  tie  had  to  popala- 
tion,  to  an  increase  of  man — free  man,  as  the 
l>est  resource  in  snoh  a  contingency.  He  who 
most  efficiently  defenda  the  country,  was  not 
the  manufacturer,  bnt  the  son  of  the  man  who 
tills  the  soil.      The    present  proposition   be 


viewed  aa  one  to  take  money  fnna  the  hands  of 
tba  peopla.  Tba  priiKipU  whioh  pervaded  it 
was  that  the  reveuDe  mnst  he  kapt  ^i,  if  tfaa 
m<mey  were  thrown  into  the  Potomac.  There 
was  to  be  no  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  soil, 
althon|di  originally  tt  bdot^ea  ta  other  own- 
era,  and  notwithstanding  a  gnat  portion  it  now 
returned  by  tlie  receivera  aa  not  worth  more 
than  five  oente  the  acre.  He  rcAited  the  Sea- 
ate  to  the  mode  in  which  the  wild  lands  were 
disposed  of  In  EiDO^  fw  the  porpaaea  ef  set 
tlement  and  enltivabon ;  and  aaserted  that  *ndi 
was  the  practice  in  the  new  world.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  proclamation  of  tlie  £ing  of  P»- 
ria,  offering  lands  to  settlera,  and  to  the  pno- 
tioe  of  the  Roman  repnUic  in  the  divincn  of 
tlie  lands.  The  Senate,  he  suggested,  should 
adopt  the  practice  in  the  colony  of  liboia, 
where  every  colored  settler  is  allowed  to  draw 
for  a  town  lot.  He  waa  a  Mend  to  hnnani^, 
bnt  he  was  not  disposed  to  ehcrieh  the  Uitk, 
and  eacriSce  the  white  man.  Beeaiwe  th«e 
were  fonnd  is  the  serea  new  Bnt««  one  bn- 
dred  and  f or^  thonsand  peraoos  borne  on  the 
tax  liatj  who  were  not  land  owDtn^  tber  si" 
stigmatised  as  deficient  in  indortry.  Tloi  he 
denounced  aa  a  wrong.  The  lands  in  Ihe  new 
State*  were  not  worth  the  prioe  at  wbi^  tliey 
are  now  held  by  tiie  GovemmenL  BeeHven 
had  said  that  there  were  miUiona  of  acres  act 
worth  five  cents  an  acre.  Every  thing  was 
worth  precisely  what  it  would  fetefa.  Tba 
itary  of  speculators  had  been  bron^t  firward 
tgajn.  The  ottjecUm  in  &ia  fonn  came  from 
the  q»eonlators  themaelveo^  fhnn  thoae  who 
wanted  to  seR  their  land.  The  fact  was,  the 
money  must  be  brought  from  the  new  Stalea 
to  lie  expended  elsewhere.  Every  tlung  baa 
been  taxed  In  the  West,  and  taken  away  to 
support  the  Federal  Government  The  prmd- 
ple  of  federal  nnmbers  had  taken  away  evtry 
dollar  from  the  South  and  Weet^  and  carried 
them  to  the  Northeast.  Instead  of  the  fedanl 
numliers,  the  expenditure  on^t  to  be  rcgolated 
by  the  nse  of  the  States. 

He  proposed  to  amend  the  motion  for  a  see- 
ond  reading,  by  sabetitating  a  rederenoe  of  the 
bill  to  the  Oommittee  on  Pnblio  l«Bda,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  to  redooe  A*  price 
of  pnblio  lands,  dfc. 

The  Ohaik  decided  that  this  motitH)  wonld 
not  be  in  order  until  after  the  second  rMdin^ 

Hr.  BnHTON  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill 
would  never  reach  a  second  reading.  He 
wished  to  know  if  a  motion  to  njoA  the  bill 
would  be  necessary. 

The  Cbau  replied  in  the  negative^ 

Hr.  SioTH  sud  he  had  waived  his  motlN  to 
take  up  the  appropriation  bill.  In  a  iftrit  id 
comity,  not  expecting  this  prolonged  debate. 
He  would  now  move  to  lay  the  report  and  VH 
on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  and  ordered, 
the  question  was  put,  and  decided— yeas  S4, 
nays  19. 

Bo  the  report  and  I»ll  ware  laid  on  the  laUe. 
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Mr.  Olat  Umd  moved  tfaa  printang  of  the 
doenmoilB,  and  thftt  tiirea  uioiuuid  extra 
M^  be  printed. 

TtnBDAT,  April  17. 
OImm  Affeneiti  in  Londeii  and  Parii. 

Mr.  Cut  rvae,  and,  vlthont  making  any 
qMoifie  motion,  enlled  Uie  attentioD  of  the  Sen- 
iM  to  the  idanae  in  the  bill  makiiiB  opprapria- 
tkoi  for  two  >B«oto  for  claims,  residing  in  Loo- 
doD  and  Parti.  Botii  tttaae  agencies  were  mere 
■metrei.  As  veQ  aa  bb  reoolleotion  would 
■erre,  ^tlwngh  be  did  not  pretend  to  perfect 
uenni^,  tbejr  originated  in  tbls  manner;  Dnr- 
ins  tbe  operatitHi  of  the  deoreee  of  Bonaparte, 
tod  tbe  Orders  in  Oonncil  of  Great  Britain,  a 
large  mast  irf  cUmi,  growing  oat  of  those 
meaning  bad  aocnmolated,  -which  were  bo  na- 
nurons  as  to  render  it  impooible  for  oor  Ifin- 
istot  to  attend  to  them.  In  order  to  ^d  the 
IGaidei^  wther  during  tbe  Admtniitration  of 
Hr.  JefbiwM,  or  at  an  earlj  period  in  Ur. 
UadiaoB's  Administration,  these  sgenciee  apnuig 
□p.  He  believed  that  thej  were  qipointmenta 
nnanthorised  bj  anj  partionlar  law,  and  bad 
Mnr  been  ■abmittcid  for  the  ooncnrrenoe  of 
the  Senate.  As  to  England,  we  bare  no  clums 
OB  bar  since  the  treat;  of  Ghent ;  none  tn  the 
Htttemeat  of  which  ttie  Minister  is  not  foUj 
(WDpetent.  Our  claims  on  En^and  were  can- 
csUed  by  that  treatj.  There  had  been  stnne 
nsoeatiij'  for  the  oontinnance  of  the  agent  in 
Puis  nntil  Hr.  Hives  oooolnded  the  reoent 
treat;  with  that  nation,  which  has  eztingntsbed 
ths  Thole.  This  has  so  rednoed  the  bosiness, 
thit  onr  ICinister  in  Paris  can  easil;  attend  to 
lU  the  cdaims  which  maj  arise,  withoat  inter- 
feiing  with  bis  ordinarT'  business.  It  seemed 
to  him,  therefore^  that  the  appropriation  was 
DidNi.  SboDld  the  Senate  concur  in  this 
Tier,  some  gentleman  might  move  to  strike  ont 
tbs  duaa.  He  was  not  certain  that  these 
•gnicies  were  not  given  to  onr  consuls  in  these 
eiciei,  who  were  both  worth;  men.  If  this 
had  appeared  in  the  estimates,  he  would  have 
t>««i]  satisfied.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
bat  ODUrse  wotdd  be  to  allow  salaries  to  these 
munlg,  and  not  to  give  them  theee  sgeuoies. 

Hr.  f^MTTH  stated  that  original];  there 
*«re  three  of  these  agencies.  There  was  one 
in  Vtdrid,  which  had  been  dropped  some  ;ears 
"fix.  The  agenc;  in  London  whs  oseleaa,  but 
tlie  feaa  of  the  oonsnl  were  so  Incounderable, 
■e  totill;  inadequate  to  the  support  of  an  iudi- 
Tidnsl,  Uiat  the  Qovemment  nad  found  it  no- 
MMr;  to  allow  all  that  oonld  be  allowed  to 
nuks  up  die  deflcieno; ;  otherwise,  tbe  office 
asiU  only  be  filled  b;  a  man  of  fortune.  ' 
to  the  oonsnl  al  Paris,  his  services  would  be 
qnired  for  the  present  ;ear,  aa  he  baa  the 
P^>en  b  his  powession,  to  lend  his  aid  to  the 
■miement  of  the  clsima.  After  this  year,  he 
uigiit  be  dispensed  with. 

Hire  the  oonveraation  dropped. 


Contingent  E^entet  of  U«  Judieiary. 

The  clause  paking  an  appropriation  for  the 
oontingent  expenses  of  the  Jndicior;  Depart- 
ment, which  had  been  nuended  in  the  ccnnmit- 
tee,  by  increasing  the  appropriation  from  |190,- 
000  to  $900,000,  havmg  been  read, 

Some  debate  took  place  on  the  question  of 
concurring  in  the  amendment.  It  was  opposed, 
on  the  ground  that  the  estimates  were  not  suffi- 
ciently explloit,  and  that  tbe  evidence  was  in- 
snfficieot 

On  the  Other  hand,  the  impracticahilit;  of 
making  the  estimates  exactly  square  with  the 
sums  which  might  lie  required,  was  urged.  It 
was  stated  that  tbe  oootingenciea  of  this  de- 
partment were  always  fluctuating,  and  depend- 
ed on  circomstancea  not  to  be' foreseen  or  con- 
trolled. 

The  qoeition  was  decided  as  follows : 

Teu. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Dsilai, 
Dudlej,  Qrundy,  Headricks,  Kane,  King,  Hsngum, 
Marc;,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tipton,  Wblte-«-lB. 

Skn. — Hessn.  Belt,  Ctutnbcn,  CIs;,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Forsjtli,  Hayne,  Hill,  Johnitoc,  Hit- 
ler, Hoore,  Poiadeiter,  Prentiss,  Rabbins,  Rugg4««, 
Seymour,  Bprague,  TWireU,  Tomliuicn,  Tjitt, 
Waggamsn,  Webster,  Wilkini — U. 


Wbdhibvat,  April  18. 
Vacomation  of  Indiant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wmra,  the  Senate  tlien 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for 
extending  the  benefits  of  vaocinatiou  among 
tbe  Indians.  The  qnestion  was  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill.  This  bill  led  to  a  discus- 
sion, which  oonsumed  the  whole  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BucENxn  opposed  the  bill  beoanse  it  was, 
in  his  view,  a  bill  more  for  the  benefit  of  In- 
dian agents  and  the  other  parties  designated  in 
the  bill,  than  for  the  advantage  of  tbe  Indiana. 
He  considered  the  experiment  which  the  bill 
authorized  as  equall;  nseless  and  dangerous, 
and  one  to  which  force  alone  would  compel  the 
Indians  to  submit  Be  questioned  also  the  eou- 
stitntional  power  of  the  Oongrees  to  take  this 
step,  an;  more  than  to  make  an  appropriation 
to  check  the  progrees  of  the  plague  in  Algiers, 
He  contended  that  the  money  asked  for  would 
be  insufficient,  and  that  OonKreas  would  be 
subjected  to  mwh  calls.  He  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  third  reading  of  tbe  bill,  and 
the;  were  ordered. 

The  bill  was  forther  opposed  in  its  original 
form  b;  Mr.  Ewiao  and  otiiers,  on  the  ground 
that  it  gave  to  the  President  an  unrestricted 
right  to  appoint  agents,  and  to  extend  his  pat- 
ronage ;  that  it  opened  a  door  to  fraud  on 
the  Indians,  and  on  the  Government ;  and  tiiat 
it  was  more  likel;  to  convert  the  Indiana  into 
enemies  than  friendf. 
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On  the  other  hand.^t  wiu  contended  bj  Hr. 
'Whitx  and  others  that  ibia  was  &  measnre 
adled  for  bjr  hanuuiit;  and  ez^iencjr ;  the 
glooBr  pictnre  of  the  raiwrftble  condition  of 
the  ndliUM  who  were  afflicted  with  the  smaU 
pox,  dying  in  rooh  nambers  that  the  dead  la; 
nnbnned,  from  a  printed  doonment  in  posaes- 
doD  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Sfsxovk  arcoed  that  the  biU  provided 
agunat  an j  trandiirent  praotioee,  by  antliorinng 
the  empiofment  of  regalar  praotitionera,  who 
wonld  not  stoop  to  the  practice  of  frauds. 

In  the  oonrae  of  the  debate,  an  inddental  dis- 
onaaioii  arme  in  conseqnence  of  a  reference 
made  by  Mr.  Foot  to  an  item  in  one  of  the 
doonments  just  laid  on  the  table,  fi<can  which 
it  appeared  that  ccrtun  soms,  ainonntiog  to 
$10,000,  had  been  paid  to  John  H.  Eaton  siid 
John  Coffee,  as  commissioneni  to  treat  with 
the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  iDdians  in  1880 
and  1881.  This  clause  was  at  first  viewed  by 
Ur.  H1.TNB  and  Ur.  Foot  as  evidence  that  these 
individaa^  had  received  large  emolnmentfl  fh>m 
the  TreesDrj  as  commis^onen,  while  Ur. 
Eaton  was  receiving  a  salary,  as  Secretary  of 
War.  On  a  lit^e  eiamination,  however,  it  ap- 
peared that  this  sam  stated  was  the  amount 
paid  to  meet  theeipensesof  malting  the  treaty, 
and  Uiat  Ur.  Eaton  had  declined  receiving  any 
oompeDsatlon  as  oommissioner. 

Some  remorlis  were  also  made  bearing  hard 
on  the  President  for  having  appointed  to  office 
men  who  had  been  rqect^  by  the  BenatA.  It 
appeared  by  the  printed  docnmeDts  that  Whar- 
ton R«ctor,  Ur.  gtambangh,  and  Ur.  Gardiner, 
all  of  whom  had  been  r^ected  by  the  Senate, 
had  been  ^>ppointed  by  the  Present,  snber 

3nently,  to  officM  of  tmst ;  and  that  the  expei 
itnre  of  Wge  same  had  been  committed  to 
tbem.  This  practice  of  selectiog  men  for  office 
who  had  been  r^ected  by  the  Senate,  was  de- 
nooooed  in  emphatic  terms  by  Ur.  Hatkb,  Ur. 
SPBAsnc,  and  others,  and  defended  by  Ur. 
FoRSTTR  and  others. 

The  Itill  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, Ur.  EwtNo  moved  to  recommit  it,  with  in- 
stractions  to  strike  out  the  exceptionable  parts  of 
the  bill.  As  it  was  nrged,  however,  by  Ur. 
'Wkitx,  that  the  bill,  nnless  passed  immediately, 
wonld  not  effect  the  bnmane  olfjeot  which  it 
had  in  view,  Ur.  Ewino  withdrew  bis  propod- 
tion,  to  enable  Mr.  Whitb  to  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  so  as  to  g^ve  an  op- 
portunity to  amend  it. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  bill  was  amended  by  strikipg  out  it 
second  section,  modifying  Uie  third  so  as  t 
authorize  the  calling  in  of  such  phymcisns  only 
as  are  resident  in  Uie  vicinity  t'  "^ "  •—'---- 
or  on  the  frontier,  and  by  rednC' 
priation  from  tlS,000  to  $6,000. 

In  this  form  the  amendment  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 

Yus.— Umsts.  BeU,   Benton,  Chambers,   Clay, 


Dallai.  Dadloy,  BUs,  BwinB.  Foot,  FDnyth,  Fiv. 
lingbuyiSD,  Qmodf,  Hendndcs,  HUI,  Johutaa, 
Esae,  King,  Harcj,  Fnntias,  Bobbins,  Robinwm, 
Raggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Spngne,  I«» 
liDMm,  Webster,  White,  WillUns— SO. 

NATs.~HeBus.  Bibb,  Buckner,  Dicksnoo,  HaTsa, 
Uaognm,  Hitler,  Moon,  TsMwell,  l^ptM,  Tyk*, 
Waggamao — 1 1. 

Judieiaar^  ^hywiMt. 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  moved  to  reconsidar  tha  vote 
by  which  the  S«i^  ye^rda*  refused  to  cm- 
CUT  with  the  Committee  of  tAe  Whole,  in  the 
amendment  to  the  general  aMiropriatioa  UU, 
to  strike  ont  the  snm  of  $190,000  for  the  con- 
tingeranes  of  the  Judimal  Department,  and  in- 
sert $S00,000. 

Having  made  the  motion,  Ur.  Tommt  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  in  order  that  it  mi^  be 
taken  np  when  the  appropriation  bill  utonld 
ag^  be  before  tb^  Senate. 


TmntntaT,  April  1ft. 
A^npruUioR  Bill. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  FaastTH,  the  Berate  pn>> 
oeeded  to  the  general  ^tpropriation  biU. 

Gtiural  Sinaton'i  Trial  for  BrearJt  tfPrkStg* 
in  Oommittiof  an  Ataaltand  Bsttfj  m  a 
Mtmbtr  oftKt  Hovtt  of  Beprtatnlatkei. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Eoase  delivered  a  meengs 
from  the  House,  requesting  of  the  Senate  ttist 
leave  be  given  to  four  of  uie  memben  of  this 
liody — Fniz  Osdxdt,  Tbomab  Eviks.  Alh- 
ABDEB  Bdokkkr,  sod  JoHX  TiFTOK,  to  attend 
the  House  of  Representadree  for  the  porpoK 
of  giving  testimony  on  the  trial  of  Ssmnd 
Houston,  now  pending  b^ore  the  House  for  a 
breach  of  privil^^ 

The  Clerk  havmg  withdrawn, 

Ur.  Waesm  said  that,  as  this  wss  a  esse  (^ 
emergency,  he  wonld  move  that  the  bill  be  lud 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Wansris,  leave  was  given 
to  the  Senators  named  to  attend  the  HouMof 
Representatives. 

Ur.  Wkbbtu  then  moved  to  li?  Ae  ifpro- 
priation  bill  on  the  table,  as  the  Senate  would 
probably  be  indisposed  to  proceed  with  tbe 
consideration  of  the  bill  in  the  aberaee  of  Ihs 
Senators.  He  withdrew  his  moti<»  for  a  mo- 
ment, at  tb^  request  of 

Ur.  FoBSTTB,  who  begged  leave  to  eivlun 
that  he  had  not  dengned  to  impute  any  bume 
to  Congress  for  their  interferenoe  as  to  the  navy 
contracts.  But  he  wished  it  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  officer  was  correct  in  bis  inter- 
pretation of  the  lawa 

Jii.  Uanodv  said  a  few  worda  in  opoontioa 
to  the  practice  of  throwing  req>onMotlity  m 
Congress  for  the  extravaganoe  of  the  Admiais- 
tration.  He  regarded  the  whole  parly  aa  re- 
sponsible for  the  acts  of  tb«r  Adininistntioa ; 
and  he  would  rather  see  the  man  he  anppcrtcd 
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Mt  down,  than  protected  behiod  moh  a  shield. 
11h  PreBident  might  interpose  his  reto.  He 
oontMuled  that,  for  rnanr  years  paat,  the  ten- 
dencj'  of  oor  Govenimeat  bad  been  to  become 
wane  and  irorse ;  and  if  he  and  the  other 
fntaia  of  the  Administration  were  to  shelter 
UieDuelTea  under  the  idea  that  Congress  waa 
recponsible,  it  waa  the  introdnction  of  verr 
dingeroQS  prisotplee.  He  thonght  this  remark 
due  to  the  eonntry  which  be  represented.  He 
nuut  hare  shnt  hu  eyea  oloee  and  long,  not  to 
hiTB  seen  that  the  Goveniment  was  getting 

He.  FoBSTTB  aaked  whether  the  Adminlrtra- 
lion  were  to  be  made  responuble  for  the  mnlti- 
ptkation  of  pennons,  Bhonld  the  Preeident 
nto  the  law,  the  conntry  would  Immediatelj 
ring,  front  one  end  to  the  other,  with  the 
crad^  and  injnstice  of  which  he  had  been 
gmitj  in  fllehiug  the  tittle  pittance  from  theee 
lulbrtiuiate  persons.  Ereiy  Senator  koew  the 
lue  which  had  been  made,  to  the  ii^nrj  of  the 
PresidMit,  of  his  former  Teto.  It  would  be 
fbond  that  tha  Administration  were  in  a  mi- 
nority in  some  of  the  cases.  Ur.  F.  moved  to 
1*7  Uie  bill  on  the  taUe ;  which  motion  waa 
cvried  in  t^  affirmative. 

FxiDAi,  April  20. 
Kr.  dKOTDY  stated  that  the  Senators  who 
Lid  jeslerdaT  obtained  leave  of  abaenoe  to  at- 
tcDd  the  trial  of  General  Houston,  had  received 
jMrmission  from  the  House  to  retnm  to  the 
SeDite,  nntil  th*  shonld  be  notified  that  their 
tettimony  was  sbont  to  be  taken. 

ApprvpruUian  SiU^BrpmtM  of  the  Ootemmmt. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  con^deratiou 
of  tbe  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  snp- 
port  of  Qavemmeut  for  the  year  1832 — the 
quMtion  being  on  conomring  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  striking  ont  the  appropria- 
&a  for  the  oatfit  of  a.  Uinister  t«  France. 

ib.  CB.iJiBEBS  regretted  that  the  Senate  had 
i^oorned  yesterday  at  the  moment  he  had 
risen.  His  apology  for  saying  a  word  on  this 
tabject  was fonndin  the  example  of  the  chair- 
mu  of  tiie  Committee  on  Finanoe.  That  8en- 
Uor  had  deplored,  in  very  strong  terms,  the 
coDtinuance  of  a  debate  which  most  delay  the 
psKsge  of  this  bill,  so  necessary  to  meet  the 
moat  presnng  wants  of  the  Government.  We 
bad  ill  yielded  to  his  point«d  remonstrance, 
ud  the  UH  was  going  on  without  a  word  of 
debate,  when,  on  calling  it  np  yesterday,  the 
chunaan,withoat  the  slightest  provocation,  rose 
in  his  place,  and  in  great  eicitement  delivered 
t  long  and  ommated  argument  to  prove  the  ex- 
triTsgance  of  the  last  Administration  and  the 
economy  of  this. 

IHr.  SuTTH  here  remarked  that  be  did  not 
Utepipt  to  show  extravagance  in  the  late  Ad- 
mialHtration.    He  had  no  anch  object.] 

Be  it  so,  said  Ur.  0.  Let  the  Senator  be 
ounsidered  as  having  no  ancb  object  as  to  orimi- 
VouZLr-ag 


nate  the  last  Administration,  and  solely  to  de- 
sign the  yindioatlon  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion from  the  ohanies  preferred  tgtinat  it.  He 
has  btmrnpted  ^e  regular  progress  of^Jiia 
highly  important  bill  to  present  this  labored 
vindioatioD. 


the  Senator  hasairived  at  resnlte,  and  exhibited 
estimates  and  oalonlations,  withont  labor ; 
which  certunly  no  other  member  can  prodnoe 
withont  an  exominatjon,  and  with  labor,  too^ 
amongst  the  docnmenta  and  State  papers.  Bnt 
whether  tra  one  object  or  another — whether 
with  labor  or  withont—^  oolleagne,  disregard- 
mg,  in  his  own  practice,  the  strong  admonttion 
by  which  he  had  proposed  to  regnlot^  that  of 
others,  had  challenged  this  debate.  It  was  not 
proper  to  allow  sncn  »  discnasion  to  end  whore 
it  was.  Hr.  C.  said  that  be  conid  not  consent  to 
permit  on  argnment  which  he  deemed  so  fUla- 
cioos,  to  go  ont  to  the jmblio  withont  commen- 
tary. Sir,  uid  Mr.  0.,the  issne  tendered  is 
not  the  true  one.  Let  the  people  know  how 
this  matter  stands,  and  they  will  be  at  no  loss 
to  find  a  right  verdict,  and  give  a  correct  Judg- 
ment. What  ia  the  true  state  of  the  ease! 
The  last  Administration,  pnrsning  with  honest 
pnrpoee,  and  by  accostomed  means,  the  beat 
interests  of  this  great  and  growing  nation,  were 
cultivating  all  the  sources  of  national  prosperity, 
and  bitfa&lly  eiecnting  the  lepslative  will,  by 
a  prudent  ^plication  of  the  reeonreea  of  the 
country,  which  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 

81e  choee  to  place  at  their  disposaL  The  pub- 
c  debt  was  in  a  course  of  rapid  extinguish- 
ment,  the  defences  of  the  count^  were  extend- 
ed, the  &oi!itieB  of  intercomuuDi  cation  pro- 
moted, tbe  great  branches  of  public  prosperity 
nurtured,  and  all  our  relations  at  hiime  and 
abroad  preaenting  occasion  for  gratefol  reflec- 
tion. This  waa  the  condition  of  things,  when 
the  last  Admiuistration  found  it«elf  assuled  bj 
that  political  party  which  rose  up  to  prostrate 


containing  the  retrenchment  report,)  here  is 
the  text  fi^mi  which  that  party  drew  itr  doc- 
trines ;  this  is  the  oonfeselcn  of  faith  whicdt 
that  party  subscribed ;  which  they  proclumed 
In  six  thousand  copies  of  this  report  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  three  thonsand 
from  the  Senate ;  which  they  published  in  every 
city,  town,  village,  and  crosa-road.  In  the  Union, 
and  reverberated  by  every  partisan  in  the 
country.  Now,  wr,  this  confession  of  faith 
must  be  the  criterion  by  which  tliis  party  is  to 
be  tried.  Tbe  present  President  was  nnani- 
monsly  elected  as  the  organ  who  was  to  exe- 
cute all  their  projects.  He  was  not  slow  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility  imposed  upon  him.  In 
his  opening  Message,  he  made  hlmsdf  sponsor 
for  the  whole  party  and  its  creed,  when  he 
declared  lliot  "  retrenchment  and  reform  were 
inscribed  on  the  roll  of  Executive  duties  ia 
characters  too  legible  to  be  misunderstood." 
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The  trae  iasDe,  th%n,  is  not  whethw  tbis 
AdmtnistratloD  is  more  eztravagant  than  the 
last.  If  it  be  as  mnoh  so,  this  text  book  will 
deog^nnce  (t  as  imflt  to  possess  the  confidence  of 
the  people.  It  wonld  be  no  difBcolt  proposi- 
tioii,  he  believed,  in  a  proper  place,  to  eBtsblish 
the  fitet  that  it  had  expended  larger  some  than 
the  foruer  Adnunistration,  to  effect  precisel;^ 
■imilar  ottJAOte ;  bat  be  denied  the  authority  of 
the  adversary  party  to  make  this  the  qneetlon. 
If  they  will  frankly  and  fiilly  concede  that  all 
their  boasted  pledges  of  "  reform  and  retrench- 
tnent "  have  heesi  violated — that,  after  effecting 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  engendered, 
ihe  ezpnlsioD  trota  office  of  their  poUtioal  ad- 
verwres,  they  are  foi^tten,  or  admitted  to  be 
hollow,  empty,  immeaning  soond,  without  sab- 
atssce — why,  then,  we  are  prepared  to  meet 
any  other  isaae  that  may  be  tendered.  Bir,  if 
this  concession  is  not  made,  it  is  dne  to  an 
abnsed  commimity.  It  is  dne  to  those  who,  with 
honest  expectati<»i  of  a  fair  and  fUl  ezeontion 
of  these  pledges,  have  raised  to  power  Uhmo 
who  made  them  to  prove,  as  your  State  p^ers 
and  records  will  prove,  that  every  promise  and 

EroTewloii  then  made  is  not  only  broken  bnt 
>rgotten,  sad  that  now  resort  Is  had  to  the 
lame  and  impotent  plea  that  they  who  made 
them  are  not  worse  than  those  whom  they  de- 
nonnced.  To  the  book,  then.  The  first  item 
to  be  noticed  is  the  nnmber  of  clerks  and  of- 
ficers in  the  Execntive  offices.  The  book — the 
creed,  denonnces  these  Execntive  Departments 
as  reoeptocles  for  idlers  and  superammated  old 
men — "one-third"  more  in  number  than,  the 
bnuness  of  the  Qovernment  required,  and  some 
of  them  "invalid  pensioners,''  absolntely  en- 
joying "  sinecnres ;  "  this  whole  Aogean  stable 
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__   _.    _.    .1  and  purified.    Well, 

how  has  this  practice  of  this  Adtninistratioo 
conformed  to  this  profsesion  t  Are  the  olerks 
lessened  in  nnmber  t  Ko,  sir,  not  only  not  di- 
nunished,  bat  aotnally  increased.  hi«  their 
sslaiiee  lessened)  Ko,  sir,  not  a  dollar;  on 
the  contrary,  some  of  them  are  increased  by 
this  bill  DOW  nnder  discussion.  Bome  of  the 
old  and  faithfbl  servants  who  had  passed  their 
Uves  in  these  offices,  whose  advancing  age  and 
fixed  habits  had  unfitted  them  for  other  em- 
ployments, have  been  removed,  it  is  true,  Tes, 
rir,  many  have  been  thrown  upon  the  world 

Ciiless  Bs  they  were  blameless,  with  a  heart- 
disre^rd  of  their  misery  and  havoc  infiiot- 
ed  npon  themselves,  their  fortunes,  their  help- 
less, dependent  famiKes,  or  even  their  well- 
eamed  reputation.  But  why  4  was  it  to  pro- 
mote real  reform,  or  to  advance  the  public  good! 
No,  it  was  to  let  in  a  host  of  hungry  expectants 
to  devour  with  greedy  appeUte  their  share  of 
the  people's  substance — openly,  publicly  an- 
nounced as  the  "spoils  of  victory,"  Yea,  sir, 
your  public  offices,  created  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  and  the  only  purpose  of  which  shonld 
oe  to  effect  that  good,  and  advance  the  general 
welfare,  are  boldly  elsewhere  as  here  on  this 
floor  denominated  "  spoils  "  to  be  "  shared  "  by 
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"victors."  Vas  capacity,  waa  fldeU^,  wsa 
patriotism,  ornsefbl  service  to  the  Dati(a,msd« 
the  criterion  of  merit,  in  sdsoting  thnn  t  Sot 
at  all.  Instead  of  c^Mcity  to  disoharge  tbs 
duties  of  office,  the  csndidst«  urged  e^isd^ 
to  obtain  votes ;  instead  of  fidelity  in  the  per- 
formanoe  of  official  trast,  he  boasted  active  seal 
in  propagating  his  political  tenets ;  in  place  of 
patriotic  devotion  to  the  country,  or  useful  ser- 
vice to  the  cation,  he  claimed  devotioo  sod 
efficient  service  to  nis  party,  noisy,  iodisciimi- 
nate  admiration  of  the  "Hero  of  New  Or- 


that  opposed 

his  prelennons.  These,  and  O^aa  theas  slone, 
were  the  snccessfnl  grounds  of  daim  to  {Homo- 
tion ;  and  the  degree  of  elevation,  the  "  shsre 
of  the  spoils,"  was  proportionate  to  the  seal  and 
farj  which  the  partisan  had  evinosd  in  the 
glorifloation  of  his  idol.  Hsny  of  those  "vic- 
tOTs  "  ware  so  ntt«rly  destitnt*  of  other  qnsM- 
oations  essutially  necessary,  that  tb^  on 
political  friends,  yielding  to  the  strong  andjint 
popular  ofdnion,  were  oUiged  promptly  to  pat 
them  aside;  and  in  some  cases  the  Preadent 
himself  has  been  compelled  to  turn  them  adiift 
before  they  had  fairly  tasted  tbe  fniits  wlui^ 
they  fondly  anticipated  aa  their  promised  "  re- 

The  book — the  articles  of  futh— chsriB 
sgainst  the  Iste  Admioistiaticui  a  wsrtefol  ex- 
penditure in  the  diplomatio  departmniL  Tbcir 
E ledge  bound  them  to  a  retrenchment.  How 
ave  they  redeemed  it !  Why,  air,  hy  rMalliw 
instantly  every  Minister  than  Mroad,  and  nac- 
ing  others  of  their  own  political  tenets,  at  u 
immense  expense  of  money,  and  in  SMne  casts 
at  the  aacnfioe  of  other  high  consideraticas. 
Was  this  because  the  public  interest  wss  Iheie- 
by  promoted?  Was  it  becanse  onr  Hiniiteti 
were  not  qualified  t  Was  it  because  tbej  had 
evinced  a  want  of  competait  talent,  or  of  p«- 
triotjo  seal,  in  discharging  their  duty  t  Ifot  A 
all.  These  "spoils"  were  to  be  distributsd; 
and  with  such  eager  haste  did  the  "  victon" 
claim  theur  "  rew^d,"  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
Colombian  Government,  General  BirtiMa, 
whose  name  and  reputation  are  fondly  dieriilted 
by  the  nation,  was  recalled  before  he  hsd 
sctually  reached  hts  destination,  and  an  adics 
partisan  appointed  his  successor,  who  is  now 
continued  a  full  Minister,  when  the  oonfsderste 
Government  to  which  he  was  aocredited  ii  dis- 
solved, and  no  Government  exists  bewing  ena 
its  nsme.  The  Oburman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee Bays  that  "  the  serrioes  have  been  com- 
mensurate to  the  expenditnres  in  this  Admiaii- 
tration."  Bir,  this  is  not  in  the  book.  The 
last  Administration  said  the  expenditures  w«n 
honestly  and  nsefuUj  applied,  bnt  it  did  not 
arrest  the  cry  of  "  retrenchment  and  refona." 
But  let  one  instance  iUustrste  the  sort  of  kt- 
vices  which  this  AdmiDistration  coonders  una- 
mensurata  to  large  expendituresL  A  cou- 
petent,  faithful  l^nister  to  Russia  wss  recsUad. 
A  diatmgnished  successor  taken  from  ViigiDts 
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wu  upolnted.  Besides  his  nine  tboosand 
dollsn  oatfitt  and  nine  thousand  Balsry,  an 
usmeaM  expense  was  incnrred  in  sending  him 
ont,  sad  retoming  bit  predecessor.  The  "  com- 
meoBarste  servioea  "  were  abont  ten  dajs'  resi- 
dence in  Ramsi,  and  the  Temainiag  three  han- 
dled and  fifty-five  were  nassed  in  another  king- 
dom, st  the  distance  of  some  thonsand  miles 
fram  the  ecene  of  duty. 

The  book  aaaerts  the  necesait;  of  "  abolishing 
the  contingent  fund  for  misMODS."  It  was  sop- 
posed  to  be  the  frnitfnl  eonrce  of  mischief — 
contioUed  solelj  bf  the  discretion  of  the  Seo- 
Ktar;,  and  altogether  annecessarj.  Well,  sir, 
how  lUnda  the  fiiot  in  regard  to  this  itemf 
Has  it  been  disooatinaed  t  Not  at  all.  This 
bill  appropriates  tbirtj  thonsand  dollars  for  this 
find.  Not  onJT  is  it  contlnaed  nnder  this 
"  ecoaocniaal "  Administration,  bat  an  aocnmn- 
l*t«d  mm  of  abont  one  hnndred  thoaund  dol- 
Un  allowed  to  the  late  Administration,  and  not 
expended  by  them,  has  l>eeD  dlabnrsed,  in  addi- 
ttm  t«  appropriations  made  rinoe  thej  oame  Into 
power.  His  collugne  had  nsed  harsh  langnage 
m  refwenoe  to  the  mode  of  oompariaoa  adopted 
by  the  Senator  from  Connectieat,  QAt.  Foot.) 
It  was  itot  his  intention  to  apply  towaids  his 
colleagae  any  offensive  expression;  bnt,  after 
his  very  warm  language  on  this  Bnbjeot,  it 
»B  pu8ing_  strange  ""*  """  -■---"  - -"--  -- 
"sppropriationa"  for 

fineign  interconrse,"  and  yet  omit  the  weii, 
matter  of  "disburaempnte ;  "  omit  to  say  one 
wi»d  about  the  aocuroalation  which  the  Senator 
froni  Eentaoky  has  proved  by  the  public  do«a- 
meata.  His  coUeagne  bad  also  referred  to  sun- 
dry items  of  "  eitraordinary  expenditures 

■•■— '--TgiK 
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the  last  Administration.  Oertdnly 
I  it  1FSS  for  some  other  reason  than  that  the  doo- 
nments  did  not  show  it.  Sir,  said  Hr.  0.,  it  is 
lika  all  other  of  the  large  professions  of  the 
psity  who  nnt  ont  this  "  Ixiok."  Indeed,  the 
coune  of  debate  here  is  a  confession  of  a  total 
&iliire  to  realise  the  pledge  which  was  held 
Ibrth  and  paraded  even  in  the  shape  of  an 
wiption  on  tte  Exoontive  roU."  This  ei 
tiTe  bamter  waved  high,  and  caught  the  fancy 
■ud  the  hopes  of  thousands  by  its  alluring 
DiottD,  "retrenchment  and  refbrro."  Crow£ 
gubered  to  the  standard,  and  overwhelmed  all 
rteiitsnee  to  the  march  ot  those  who  had  nn- 
foried  it  Usving  effected  its  purpose  la  gain- 
ing the  victory,  what  are  its  "  rewards  "  to  the 
"conntry" — tothe  "wholepeoplef"  Favorites 
and  partisans  are  "  rewarded ;  bnt  what  does 
the  "nation"  gwnl  Why,  sir,  they  en 
mocked  and  evaded  when  they  demand  a  fnlfil- 
oeat  of  engogementa  made  by  this  party  text, 
tndreassnmed by theEiecntive Message.  They 
i  are  now  told  "  it  ii  not  the  fanlt  of  the  Exeou- 

;  Uva,  bnt  of  Congress,  that  so  large  eipenditores 

[  are  disbursed;  the  President  must  execute  the 

;  ls«,  and  the  law  directs  the  expenditore." 


The  people — the  deluded  people,  will  ask  if  the 
Oongresa  did  not  direct  the  expenditures  in  Ur. 
Adams's  Administration — if  -he  was  not  bonnd 
to  execute  tbe  law ;  and  yet  it  did  not  pKVent 
the  eternal  ory  of  "  reform  and  retrenchment." 
They  may,  and  probably  will,  also  ask  if  thia 
said  wicked  and  extravagant  Congress  had  not 
been  brongbt  into  being  l>y  the  same  party 
which  elevated  tbe  Ohief  Masifftrate ;  whetiier, 
from  Ui&t  time  to  this,  hie.  political  fHends  have 
not  formed  a  m^jori^  in  both  Inanohes  of  Ooo- 
greaa.  Driven  oy  these  unwelcome  reminis- 
oenoes,  the  Administration  resorts  to  tliia  hu- 
miliating apology:  "Why,  we  are  not  mora 
extravagant  than  onr  predecessors  1  "  Bir,  this 
plea  cannot  be  anstained,  whether  iasne  be 
taken  apon  the  law  or  the  fact.  It  does  not  lie 
in  tbe  month  of  those  who  heaped  anmeasored 
censure  upon  the  last  Administration  for  waste 
and  extravagance  now  to  erect  it  into  a  Uit 
standard  by  which  their  own  expenditnres  are  to 
be  graduated.  Bnt  if  they  coula  be  permitted  to 
sh^t«r  themselves  nnder  snoh  a  defence,  tbe 
bets  will  not  snstua  them.  The  table  exhibit- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Hr. 
Him,)  prepared,  as  he  tells  os^  with  great 
care  and  aocaney,  gives  the  following  sums  as 
the  total  expenditnres,  exdnuve  of  payments 
on  aoconut  of  the  pnblio  debt : 

For  isas         -         •        -  |ii,4»o,4se  m 

-  18,06S,aiS  ^ 

-  12,flS8,OaS  56 

.     ]8,a»e,Mi  1A 
•    12,980,490  aa 

-  18,2SS,aSS  8S 

-  18,S1B,T0S  9V 

Now,  air,  let  it  be  remembered  that,  in  addition 
to  these  increased  and  inorea^g  expenditures, 
there  ^onld  be  ala^eallowanoe  for  sums  which 
had  been  refiised  for  that  in OBt  important  matter 
of  internal  improvement.  Asystem  was  regularly 
and  happily  progressing  nnder  the  last  Admin- 
istration, vitally  affecting  tbe  whole  value  of 
the  country,  calling  bto  nsefol  exercise  its 
focnltiea  for  rtmid,  intimate,  and  profitable  in- 
tercommunication, cementing  its  various  and 
distant  portions,  binding  our  whole  pe<^le  in 
ties  of  vicinity  and  consanguinity;  a  system, 
to  promote  which  is,  in  my  hnmble  judgment^ 
one  of  the  most  imperative  as  well  aa  one  of 
the  most  de^able  and  nsefnl  objects  for  which 
this  Government  was  organized.  How  has  It 
fared  with  this  "reforming,  retrenchment" 
Administration.  Reformed  into  a  state  of  non- 
existence— lost  right  of— abandoned — vetoed. 
Yes,  air,  at  one  sweep,  a  lighthonse  bill,  involv- 
ing an  expenditore  of  half  million  of  dollars,  Uie 
disbursement  of  which  wonld  have  left  traoM 
of  nseful  improvement  scattered  throngh  all 
parts  of  the  TTnion  for  generations  to  come, 
was  rejected.  Tonr  turnpike  road  bill,  yoor 
canal  bills,  rejact«d.  And  yet  your  total  ex- 
penditures are  increased.  Are  Uie  sums  thus 
refused  to  useful  otijects  made  to  swell  the 
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omonnt  of  "  spoils  "  &nd  "  rawarda  "  dUtribated 
to  fftvoriteat 

Sir,  it  is  to  be  feared  this  "  inscription  on  the 
Execntive  roll "  bas  ceased  to  be  "  legible,"  or 
ponsibly  it  may  have  been  depoait«d  in  some  of 
the  retired  departments  of  an  Eiecntive  ofBcer 
bj  one  of  those  who  came  in  as  a  component 
jMtt  of  the  "  onLt  cabinet,"  and  that  his  sacces- 
Bor  had  not  jet  fonnd  the  place  of  its  repose. 
If  so,  let  ns  still  hope  that,  late  as  it  is,  we  Hhtill 
again  hear  of  it.  Mimj  considerations  and  nn- 
merons  &ctB  invite  further  discassion ;  but,  in 
despite  of  the  challenge  of  the  ohairmaa  of 
finance,  Hr.  0.  said  he  was  unwilling  to  con- 
anme  more  time.  He  wonld,  however,  add 
one  word  in  regard  to  one  of  the  cases  by 
which  the  Benator  from  Georgia  (Mr,  Fobstth) 
bad  illuetrated  the  desire  of  the  Executive  to 
retrench,  and  the  practice  of  Oongress  to  defeat 
that  desire.  The  other  case  had  been  fully 
disposed  of  by  his  ft-iend  ftvm  Kassachnsetts, 
(Mr,  WKBarsB,)  who  was  interTnpt«d  before  he 
had  eiplsdned  the  navy  contract  for  timber. 
In  this  case,  it  was  true  that  Congress  had 
passed  a  remedial  law,  and  In  terms,  and  in  a 
manner,  to  imply  dissatisfaction  at  the  conrse 
of  the  auditor.  What  was  the  oaset  A  con- 
tract was  made  by  the  navy  commissioners  for 
delivering  timber  at  a  certain  period,  and  re- 
serving, according  to  universal  usage,  tea  per 
cent.,  to  bo  forfeited  if  the  contract  were  not 
ezecnted  according  to  its  letter.  The  contract 
was  fwthfnlly  eiecntod  in  all  respects  except 
as  to  time.  To  the  extension  of  time,  the  com- 
miasianers  made  no  otjjection.  The  service 
wM  not  injured,  nor  was  any  one  injured.  The 
navy  commissioners,  who  made  the  contract, 
desired  to  pay  the  contractor  the  price  of  his 
materials,  or  appeal  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Navy  ana  of  the  Treasory.  Both  were  of  opin- 
ion it  should  be  paid ;  but  the  Fourth  Auditor 
Directed,  and  the  President  agreed  with  the  au- 
ditor that  the  law  enforced  the  penalty,  because 
a  short  time  had  expired,  more  than  the  con- 
traet  allowed. 

The  contractor  bronght  his  case  here,  and 
(without  a  dissentient  voice,  he  believed)  his 
whole  prioe  was  ordered  to  bo  paid.  Now,  sir, 
is  this  the  magnanimons  exhibition  of  liberality 
which  becomes  a  great  Government  t  la  this 
Administration  so  bard  run,  that;  white  it  is 
eontinoing  this  very  Fourth  Auditor's  office, 
and  its  accompanying  appendages,  which  the 
book  told  us  was  created  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose arising  out  of  the  last  war,  and  ought  to 
be  abolished  ;  while  it  is  paying  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars'  salary  for  ten  days'  services  of  a 
Minister;  while  it  is  multiplying  clerks,  and 
increasing  their  salaries,  that  it  is  compelled  to 
go,  for  proof  of  economy,  to  the  petty  ten  per 
cent,  on  a  little  contraot — compelled  to  enforce 
the  letter  of  the  law,  even  if  It  be  the  letter,  to 
exact  the  "  pound  of  flesh  "  against  an  honest 
contractor,  whose  materials  they  have  received, 
and  now  have,  and  intend  to  use?  It  is  an  il- 
lustration, not  exactly  to  the  purpose  intended 


by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  bnt  to  show  tha 
oonrse  of  this  Administration ;  and  proves,  to 
use  the  langnags  of  the  Senator  fhim  Uissotiri, 
that,  "  while  they  are  saving  at  the  spigot,  tbej 
are  wasting  at  the  bunghole." 

Mr.  Olattos,  of  Delaware,  said  thedaaMia 
the  bill  under  coneideration  provided  thirty-ai 
thousand  dollars  for  outfits  of  Ministers  to  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Bassia,  and  made  no  dis- 
tinctJon  between  the  missions  to  those  several 
courts,  although,  in  point  offset,  they  all  stood 
on  different  grounds.  The  outfit  for  a  Hinister 
to  Russia  was  evidently  necessary.  A  vacancy 
in  the  office  did  exist  at  the  commeucemcDt  of 
the  session,  however  difficnlt  it  moy  be  to  ssj 
when  it  commenced ;  for  the  Minister  to  th^ 
Qovemment,  although  he  received  his  Iwenly- 
two  thouaand  five  hundred  dollara,  fbr  ten  days' 
residence  in  Russia,  as  the  Senator  from  Kary- 
land  has  stated,  was  held  to  be  a  Minbter  near 
that  Government,  during  his  residence  in  Ene- 
land.  In  regard  to  that,  however,  it  was  suffi- 
cient, for  the  present  purpose,  to  know  official- 
ly, as  the  Senate  did,  that  the  vacancy  had 
happened,  and  had  been  filled  by  their  advice 
and  consent.  They  knew,  too,  by  official  docu' 
ments,  and  by  their  own  act  in  rejecting  the 
Minister  to  Great  Britain,  that  the  vacancy  in 
that  office  depended  on  no  casualty  or  anfore- 
seen  contingency,  demanding  or  Justifying  a 
draft  on  the  contingent  fund  provided  by  tbu 
bill.  However  objectionable,  uierefore,  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  President's  power  of  appoiotment 
may  realljr  be,  should  that  power  be  eiercind 
in  appointing  a  Minister  to  Great  Britain  duriog 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  in  contempt  of  its 
advice,  the  case  of  the  new  outfit  to  France 
rested  on  different  prindples,  and  he  requested 
the  attention  of  the  membera  of  the  S^Ie  ta 
the  distinction. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Cnm- 
nBBa)  has  met  the  ailment  of  his  coUeigtw  on 
the  subject  of  expenditures  by  the  GovennneDt, 
by  a  remark  to  which  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  at  this  tdmo  ought  to  be 
particnlarly  directed.  Before  I  advert  to  it, 
nowever,  let  me  premise  that  the  chidrmso  of 
the  Committeo  on  Finance,  (Mr.  Sitth,)  in  tie 
discussion  yesterday,  compared  the  expenses  of 
this  Administration  with  those  of  the  last,  and 
sought  to  show  ns  that  if  those  same  pledges  of 
retrenchment  and  reform  which  were  given  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1629,  in  the  eastern  portico 
of  this  capitol,  had  not  been  all  redeemed,  yet 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  were  not  more 
ttian  tbey  bad  been  before  that  memorable  day. 
The  deeds  and  the  very  eipenditorei  of  tbe 
last  Administration,  reviled  and  persecuted  » 
it  was,  are  now  made  the  standard  of  excel- 
lenoe;  and  the  only  boast  of  those  who  then 
told  us  that  the  task  of  reform  was  inscritied  db 
the  list  of  Eiecntive  duties  in  characters  too 
legible  to  be  misunderstood,  now  is,  that  they 
have  not  been  more  extravagant  than  their 
predecessors.  The  chturman  agrees  that  the 
statement  of  these  expenditures,  yesterday  auda 


.yGoogle 


[,1883.] 


DEBATES  OP  C0NGBES8. 

A^npnaliim  BM—Eipaita  ijfAt  Govtrmnunl. 


bf  Om  ^ntiemaa  from  South  Caroliaa  (Hr. 
HiTKi)  la  oomct.  E«ra  then  ia  a  chance  for 
eomptrbon,  (rf  which  we  have  Derer  petbaen 
ible  to  arail  onrMlvea  la  debate  with  the 
boDomble  chainnan,  beoaaae,  npon  the  oorrect- 
IU!9S  of  other  atatementB  of  expenditures,  (par- 
ticalarV  the  diplomatic,)  we  have  disafreed. 
Bnt,  for  the  laka  of  the  argument  now,  let  ns 
take  tha  report  of  the  geaUemaD  from  South 
CuvlinB,  woioh  the  ohaimum  tella  ds  ia  cor- 
rect 

Kr.  0.  then  read  the  atateraent  anbraitted  by 
Vr.  H&TNB,  of  the  appropriatioDs  and  ezpendi- 
tnies  from  1822  to  ISSO,  IncIustTa. 
The  eipenditnrea  were — 

(  Deducting  fire  ml!- 
lalSM,     -      |IO,TeO,000-{     lionafortbeFlor- 
(     Ida  treat;. 
I8SS,     -       11,S«),0B0 
IBM,      -        1S,00£,000 
18»,      '        ia,6BO,000 
KO,      -        IS,29S,000 
lBi9,       -         18,flSO,0OI> 
IBSO,       -         18,S!I»,000 

The  preaent  Adrainiatration  came  into  power 
to  the  4th  of  Varch,  1829.  The  genUeman 
from  Georgia  seems  to  conalder  the  espendi- 
tnres  of  that  year  aa  not  properly  chargeable  to 
the  party  in  power.  I  auppoae  beoanse  two 
niDatba  of  the  year  bad  rolled  away  before  the 
ioaugDraCion.  And  yet  tha  aame  gentleman 
informed  na  that  the  party  in  Congreae  was 
iloae  responsible  for  expenditures  j  not  the 
Pre^dent.  Judging  the  party  by  its  acts  in 
Oongrese,  pray  will  he  tell  me  why  it  is  not 
vulnerable  for  the  ezpenditores  of  18381  It 
bad  a  m^ority  daring  the  session,  when  the  ap- 
prniriatioaa  for  the  expenses  of  that  year  were 
,inade  greater  in  both  EooBes  than  it  has  ever 
bid  tinee ;  and  if|  as  he  says,  it  ia  responaible 
for  the  acta  of  ita  membera  in  Oongresa  only, 
why  ahonld  it  now  be  permitted  to  evade  the 
niponsibility  of  its  ^ipro)jrlationa  made  at  that 
■e^iaa  t  Withoot  aubscribing  to  the  gentle- 
nan's  doctrine  of  the  irresponsibility  of  him 
who  availed  himself  of  these  appropriations  to 
nute  these  expenditarea,  I  deny  that,  on  his 
evn  groand,  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  can 
ucape  the  expenditnres  of  1S29.  The  last  Ad- 
■niniMtration  could  not  have  expended  tbia 
puney.  The  appropriation  bills  were  passed, 
unmediately  before  ike  present  Executive  came 
in,  by  his  own  friends,  and  the  expenditnres  of 
that  ;«ar  were  pocnliarly  those  of  him  who  told 
09  how  necess^  it  waa  to  reform  the  abases 
of  his  predecessors. 

"He.  Adams  came  in  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1S3G,  and  the  expenses  of  his  two  first  years, 
bj  the  Rame  statement,  are  actually  two  mil- 
Iwn  six  hnndred  and  forty-seven  thouaand  dol- 
Im  less  than  thoae  of  182S,  '30,  the  two  first 
yem  of  the  party  now  in  power  I  Those  of 
1831  are  not  given  with  accnracy  yet,  bat  it  is 
■dmiUed,  on  all  hands,  that  they  are  at  least 
■ixhnudred  thousand  dollars  beyond  the  ex- 
penses of  any  year  before  1B29. 


I  come  now  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman 
before  me,  (Hr.  CbiUibbbb.)  Yoar  Adminis- 
tration has  cat  up  the  ayatem  of  internal  im- 
provement by  the  roots  I  Your  President,  hi  ' 
1830,  put  hia  veto  on  a  bill,  stopping  appropria- 
tions to  the  amount  of  half  a  million,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  countir ;  and  on  the  Bockville 
road  bill,  the  Haysville  road  bill,  the  LoniavUle 
and  Portland  canal  bill:  thns  checking  all  other 


section  of  the  Union  where  they  w 
ed.  Not  so  with  the  last  Administration.  They 
tnmed  their  faces  against  no  meosnre  having 
for  its  object  the  national  welfare,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  oonntry.  Thev  were,  there" 
fore,  denonnced  as  prodigal  spendthrilts  of  the 
public  money ;  and  their  opponents,  cryiiu  from 
the  housetops  "  retrenchment  and  reform," 
came  into  power  by  means  of  their  profesmona 
on  that  occasion.  Where  now  are  those  who 
sounded  the  tocsin  and  nnt  the  conntry  in  an 
nproar,  because  of  the  alleged  extravagance  of 
those  who,  in  1825  and  1826,  adminiatered  the 
affairs  of  thta  Union)  I  ask  those  who  now 
entreat  ns  to  relieve  the  eonsmnptlon  of  the 
country  from  nnnecessary  exactions,  what  have 
yon  gained  by  the  change)  Yon  assisted  to 
tear  down  the  whole  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, by  which,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
last  Administration,  oar  rivers  were  cleared  of 
obatmotions,  and  our  conntry  was  intersected 
with  roads  and  canals.  Yon  desire  this  as  "  a 
oonsnmmation  devontly  to  be  wished  for." 
But  have  the  public  expenditures  been  dimin- 
ishedt  Notso.  Kotso.  The  "retrenchment" 
ia  more  extravagant  than  the  expenses  yon  de- 
sire to  retrench.  Nothing  is  more  clear  than 
that  these  eziienditiires  have  increased,  and 
are  increasing,  notwithstanding  the  conntry 
has  lost  the  benefit  of  the  nana]  appropriations, 
from  ita  own  funds,  for  internal  Improve- 
ment. To  all  auoh  of  these  advocates  of 
reform  as  were  sincere  in  the  opinions  they 
formerly  professed,  I  therefore  say^  come 
forth,  Biid  aid  us  in  attempting  to  relieve  the 
oonntry  from  unnecessary  burdene,  in  eveiy 
instance  where  it  can  be  done  consistently  wiUi 
the  interest  and  honor  of  the  nation.  Each 
mui  reserring  to  himself  his  proper  opinions 
of  other  thioga,  let  us  co-operate  in  the  good 
work  of  pmning  away  unnecessary  anpropri- 
ations,  and  let  the  country  have  the  full  b^e- 
Gt  of  the  resulta  of  oar  co-operation  in  that 

Ur.  Tazewell  said  that  he  should  vote  now 
as  he  voted  in  the  committee,  unices  the  official 
document,  showiog  the  actual  occurrence  of 
the  vacancy,  were  placed  on  the  files  of  the 
Senate.  If  it  were  officially  shown  that  there 
waa  now  a  vacancy,  he  would  be  willing  to 
vote  the  appropriation.  Bat  he  must  have  the 
fact  atanding  on  record  here,  in  perpttuan  rti 
rrumoriam,  that  such  waa  the  fact  His  judg- 
ment on  this  matter  had  been  long  formed,  and 
it  was  not  now  to  be  shaken.  For  these  aiz 
years,  ay,  these  seven  years,  he  had  cherished 
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the  tdilh,  in  irhich  he  should  die — thst  no 
President  ahall,  during  the  recess,  fill  &  vaoancj 
vhich  oconired  during  tha  session.  If  the 
vacanc}'  were  dot  put  on  Te(H)rd  hy  the  offioial 
act  of  tbe  Execative,  he  wonid  vote  for  the  ont^ 
fit;  and  if  not  he  would  vote  against  any  Uin- 
ister  who  might  he  appointed  daring  the  reoMS, 
though  he  were  his  father,  his  brother,  or  his 
dearest  fnend. 

Be  professed  to  have  no  wish  to  pry  into  the 
Eiecuttve  reoorda.  He  had  no  desire  to  open 
the  port^euilU  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  the 
bnreaa  of  the  President,  to  see  whether  Ur. 
Rives  had  been  recalled  or  not  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that.  It  was  enough  for 
hitn  to  know  that  Mr.  Rives  wasetill  in  France. 
He  was  willing  to  nnderetond  this — that  the 
oontinsencf  might  happen,  or  might  not  hap- 
pen. If  the  cODtingency  shonld  oocnr  during 
the  recess,  it  was  well;  let  the  outfit  in  that 
case  be  provided  as  for  a  oontiogency.  That 
was  the  tme  state  of  things.  Was  there  not  a 
fund  already  provided,  adequate  to  meet  the 
expense  of  snob  contingency,  should  it  occnr! 
He  asserted  that  there  wasj  and  that  its  name 
— the  contingent  fimd — sufBciently  pointed  out 
the  pniposes  foe  which  it  was  created.  The 
sum  of  $90,000  had  been  appropriated  for  the 
contingencies  of  foreign  intercourse.  Would 
gentlemen  nndertake  to  say  that  this  fnnd 
was  not  applicable  to  such  an  ol^ectf  The 
eentleinan  from  Uaryland  had  intimated  that 
it  was  not.  Yet  did  that  Senator,  in  1680,  vote 
to  replenish  this  Tery  fond,  which  had  been 
emanated  to  ita  last  dollar,  to  pay  ontfits  to 
foreign  Ministers.  Was  it  so,  that  the  Senator 
from  Uaryland  really  thought  tiiat  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  pay  these  ontfit  ont  of 
the  contingent  fund,  yet  voted  to  replace  tbe 
enm  which  hod  been  taken  fVom  the  fond  tta 
that  veiy  purpose  !  Oertunly  not.  No  Sena- 
tor could  act  with  snoh  ineonsistenoy.  By  his 
vote  in  1880,  the  Senator  eipressed  his  opinion 
that  the  President  had  a  right  to  qiply  this 
fnnd  io  such  oases. 

Daring  the  Administration  of  President 
Washington,  there  oocnrred  a  singular  omiseion 
on  the  part  of  Congress.  No  appropriation 
was  made  for  paying  tbe  expenses  incurred  in 
transmitting  hither  the  votes  of  the  electors. 
When  the  messengers  brought  on  the  votes, 
there  was  fomid  to  be  no  money  provided  for 
them  here.  The  President  put  his  hands  into 
this  fund,  and  paid  them.  This  fond  was 
called  the  secret-service  fand;  and  curionty 
was  alive  to  know  what  connection  Washing- 
ton could  show  between  the  service  performed 
and  tbe  secret-service  fund.  Inquiries  wereset 
on  foot:  he  believed  there  was  inquiry  by 
Congress  as  to  tbe  manner  in  which  the  mes- 
sengers were  paid.  The  President  took  a  stand, 
and  a  very  proner  one,  refusing  to  render  any 
account;  and  tne  thing  was  not  known  until 
an  appropriation  to  replace  the  earn  made  it^ 
appearance  in  the  general  appropriation  bill. 
It  was  kept  profoundly  a  secret,  until  all  onri- 
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e  sntyect  in  Congress  had  tubudtd, 
ana  no  one  cored  a  straw  about  it 

He  had  etat«d  this  fact  to  show  that  the 
power  of  the  President  over  this  fund  wu 
absolnte.  In  1880,  the  sum  raqnirite  to  provide 
tbe  outfits  was  taken  out  of  it ;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  tbe  geotlenun  from  Itaty- 
land,  and  himself,  had  voted  to  reinstate  it. 
Why,  then,  should  not  precisely  tbe  some  fond 
be  applicable  to  predsely  the  same  easel  If 
Uie  gentleman  from  Uaryland  hod  shown  thst 
the  contingent  fond  was  too  small,  and  that 
$40,000  would  be  required  instead  of  $SO,00C^ 
he  was  willing  to  give  it  Bat  he  dewed  t« 
give  it  to  be  disbnmed  on  the  leqicnEibili^ 
of  tbe  Preeident  If  the  Adrainistrati<Hi  were 
satisfied  with  the  food  as  it  now  stood,  he 
would  not  increase  it  It  was  then  sofQcuDt 
for  all  contingeneles,  and  no  angraentatioD  wis 
asked  for.    But  he  was  not  di^osed  to  appro- 

Sriate  a  sum  sufficient  for  all  eoutingeDdet^  tod 
BjOOO  to  boot 

The  principle  oonteoded  for  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Qeor^a,  that  the  Executive  wss  not 
to  be  held  responsihle  for  the  axpenditnree  ot 
his  Administration,  but  that  Oongrea*  was,  be 
utterly  disd^med.  Hehad  nothingto  do  with 
such  as  opinion.  He  held  up  both  his  handi 
against  it  If  true,  he  had  nothing  to  do  witk 
It;  if  erroneouB,  he  would proteetagunstany ap- 
plication of  the  sentiment  to  him.  He  h^  tie 
President  responsible  for  every  act  to  which 
he  had  given  bis  concurrence.  Whit  were 
they  to  do,  if  this  doctrine  were  to  be  sostain- 
ed  t  Conld  they  resort  to  the  elective  frm- 
chise  for  the  redress  of  their  grievances!    Sop- 

Cthe  majority  of  Congress  determined  u 
down  a  portion  of  the  people  to  the  esrtli 
by  taxation.  They  could  do  it,  but  not  with- 
out tbe  sanction  of  the  President  What  are 
the  people  of  Yir^nia  to  do,  when  New  Turk 
and  Pennsylvania  unite  to  impose  on  tiicm 
burdens  which  they  were  not  able  to  bear  I 
Were  they  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  for  relief  I 
There  were  but  two  modes  of  operatine—by 
public  opinion,  and  by  tbe  election  of  Preoideiii 
The  President  ought  to  he  exempt  trosa  all  par- 
tial, aU  local  influences,  and  should  be  the  ecot- 
mon  guardian  of  all,  s^d  Ur.  T.,  cd'  us,  and  of 
f  on.  Our  oomplainto  ought  to  be  made  to  him, 
audit  is  his  dntyto  give  redress.  Entert^ning 
these  views,  he  saia  that  he  could  not  admit 
the  principle  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
to  be  correct 

He  adverted  to  the  litjnrioiia  tcndeuey  of 
such  a  doctrine,  at  a  time  when  the  Dumber  al 
tiioee  who  had  so  constantly  complained  i^lhe 
expenditures  of  Oovemraent  hu  become  to 
few,  and  was  daily  diminishing.  The  few  coa- 
ustent  had  not  fallen  off  io  leaL  Thur  sote 
was  not  less  loud.  Had  the  gentlemin  fow 
South  Carolina  dropped  a  un^e  word  or  syl- 
lable of  his  former  language  f  Under  the  last 
Administration,  who  had  pressed  inmo  them 
with  a  heavy  hand,  they  Bad  cried  "given* 
relief."    And  were  they  now  to  be  silent,  be- 
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ttON  diOM  tvbom  thay  had  adrooatad  were  in 
pow«r!  Perhap*  tbe7  might  atwaTi  have  to 
In  oppreaaed  bj  die  m^oritj,  bat  it  tronld  not 
be  with  theirowDooiueiit.  Let  not  the  gentle- 
Ban  from  Gaorsia  taQ  him,  then,  that  he  mnst 
not  make  tiie  neaident  reap<Huible  for  acta  of 
«iti«*igaoc«  and  onprearion.  To  irbom  waa 
he  to  look  t  He  hadDO  power  orer  the  Senator 
ftom  Delaware,  or  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
H«  wished  for  none.  Ttie  oonatttation  had 
mrked  a  Itroad  lias  bMween  them.  He  oonld 
only  then  reaort  to  public  opinion.  It  waa  im- 
powble  that  he  oonld  reoogniie  the  dootrine 
that  the  President  waa  not  rasponaible  for  the 
■eeeorei  which  had  pasaed  both  Uonseaof  Oon- 
gren,  and  beooma  a  law  bjhis  aanctlon. 

TuuDAT,  April  24. 
WaAinfton't  Statue. 

Mr.  UnxxK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  b^ 
Sriking  DBt  the  clanae, 

"ToetmblethePrerfdent  to  oontraet  foriitatoe 
otGeeigaWaiUDgtoa,  to  be  placed  in  Iharatnada 
iatbe  capilol,  5,000  doUan." 

Ifr.  IL  said  he  did  not  ot^eet  to  the  object  of 
flle  appropriation,  bat  he  wonld  den;  the  riglit 
oftheHonaeof  RepreaeDtatives  to  make  a  con- 
tract without  the  assent  of  the  Senate,  and 
QwD  demand  5'oid  the  Senate  an  appropriation 
to  ciny  it  into  effect.  If  the  aubjeot  of  the 
restdatJon  of  the  Honae,  anthorizlBg  the  Presi- 
dent to  emploj  If  r.  Greenongh,  had  been  the 
decoration  of  the  Hall  of  Representatives,  he 
would  not  have  objected  to  the  appropriation, 
ti  it  wonld  have  been  within  the  exclnsive 
province  of  the  House ;  bat  it  related  to  the 
TotDndo,  which  was  oertaioljr  aa  mach  within 
tiie  jnriadiction  and  oontrol  of  the  Senate  as  of 
tbeBonse. 

Mr.  fiHiTS  said  that  no  contract  had  been 
made  with  Hr.  Qreenoaoh.  Tbe  President  had 
laerdy  written  to  him,  advisinghimof  the  reao- 
laUoo,  and  asking  whether  he  wonld  ondertnke 
It*  task.  No  appropriation  wonld  probably 
be  wanted  before  the  next  year,  and  no  inoon- 
Tuiien:e  could  arise  from  its  l>eing  struck  ont 

Mr.  Uabot  said  that  he  had  been  informed 
bj  amember  of  the  Committee  on  Pntilio  Bnilil- 
■Dgsof  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  there 
was  DO  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  Honse,  to 
nsnrp  eidosive  power  over  the  oapitol.  They 
bad  intended  to  pass  a  Joint  resolntion ;  bnt, 
through  inadvertence,  it  was  suffered  to  take 
the  tbna  of  a  simple  resolution. 

After  a  few  words  from  Ueaara.  Fobbtth, 
CsuiBiBs,  JoHiTOTOs,  and  Mtllbh,  the  motion 
to  itrike  ont  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  waa  then 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mom>a.T,  Uay  1. 
Slepien  Pkatanton. 

The  bin  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Pleasanton 
[I^fth  Auditor  of  tbe  Treasury,  making  faiin  an 


time ;  and  on  the  qnestion  of  Ita  pasaag&  tbe 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  the  call  of  Hr. 

The  pasaage  of  the  bill  waa  opposed  in  some 
obaervationB  from  Ur.  Habot,  Mr.  Sidth,  and 
Mr.  BuoKKKB ;  and  advooated  by  Mr.  Qbitbiit, 
Hr,  FutUHaHCiSBii,  Hr.  OLairoN,  and  Ur, 

Fit  waa  contended  by  tiie  opponenta  of  the 
bill  that  these  payments  for  extra  services  waa 
the  Introdnotion  of  a  new  prinoiple,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  wonld  fill  the  Senate  chamber 
with  ^iplioanta  fbr  nmilar  recompense ;  that  ■ 
public  olBoer  receiving  three  thonsaod  dollars  a 
year  was  bound  to  undertake  any  duties  which 
might  l>e  imposed  upon  him ;  tliat  the  Third 
Auditor  had  performed  a  varictf  of  extraordi- 
nary services,  and  liad  never  called  for  extraor- 
dinary recompense ;  and  that  the  applicant,  in 
this  caa^  pwfonned  theea  extra  aervioea  by 
means  of  derioL  who  were  anffideotly  paid. 
On  the  other  side,  the  ground  taken  was  that 
no  man  waa  expected  to  perform  more  than 
reasonable  service;  that  it  was  absurd  to  ex- 
pect the  exclusive  devotion  of  all  the  energ^ea 
of  BOol  and  body  to  the  pnrposee  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  that  it  wonld  be  unreasonable  to  ex- 
pect snoh  devotion  from  members  of  Gontfres^ 
and  they  had  no  right  to  expect  it  from  outers; 
that  the  extra  duties  were  performed  by  the 
applicant  when  other  officers  were  enjoying  the 
Inxnry  of  repoae ;  that  the  same  aerWcee,  for 
which  five  hundred  doUsra  a  year  were  by  this 
bill  granted,  had  now  to  he  perfbrmod  at  a  coat 
of  more  than  five  thooasnd  aoliara  a  year;  that 
the  letters  and  instroolions  Israed  by  the  appli- 
cant during  the  ten  yeara  in  wbioh  he  perform- 
ed those  dntiea,  filled  tix  thonsand  folio  pagea ; 
and  that  he  ud  postponed  his  dsim  for  no 
oQier  reason  than  that  he  would  not  provc^a 
the  jealonsy  ot  other  offloeis  t^  the  Govern^ 
moot.] 

The  qnestion  on  the  passage  of  the  bUl  bdng 
taken,  was  decided  aa  loUows ; 

Tais.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Cla^,  Claj^n,  Dnd- 
lej,  Ellis,  Ewing,  PreliDgbujsea,  Orundj,  Holmes, 
Knight,  Killer,  NBudaiD,  Polndaiter,  Preatiss,  Rol>- 
bins,  Rnsgies,  Bilsbee,  Bpngue,  Tuewell,  Tyler, 
WsgguDsn,  White,  Wilkins— 34. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Brawn,  BnekDer,  Foot,  Hendriolcs, 
HUl,  Uarc^,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tipton,  Tom- 

ffBONSSDAT,  Uay  9. 
FuMie  Land*. 
Ur.  DiCKiBsoN,  pursuant  to  the  notice  which 
he  gave  yesterday,  moved  to  take  np  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  distribution  for  a  limited 
term  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  He 
stated  that  his  only  object,  at  present,  was  to 
dispose  of  the  pending  motion  of  the  Senator 
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negsUved,  the  bill  might  be  taken  np  for  dla- 
onuioD  OQ  an  earl;  day  ia  the  next  week. 

Kr-  EiKo  said  he  dioald  not  have  risen  to 
detain  the  Seoate  od  tliis  question,  bat  for  a  re- 
mark which  had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from 
Eentnokj',  (Hr,  Ou.t,)  when  the  subject  waa 
before  the  Senate  on  &  former  daj.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Eentnoky  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  K.) 
had  taken  fire  at  tlie  aoggestion  that  this  bill 
onsht  to  be  broo^t  np  for  disooadaii ;  and  that 
he  nad  denonnoed  the  report  of  the  Oonunittee 
on  Uanufactures  as  nni«r.  In  making  this 
statement,  the  Senator  from  Eentnckf  had  not 
done  him  Joatioe.  He  certainly  had  not  taken 
flre  at  the  suggestion;  bnt  he  had  stated  that 
he  waa  not  prepared  to  act  on  tlie  bill,  ontil  it 
shonld  have  beem  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fablio  Lands.  The  Senator  from  Kentnoky 
had  also  charged  him  with  applying  the  term 
"  nnfaimen  "  to  the  report. 

He  bad  stated  that  it  was  oalonlated  to  make 
an  erroneous  impression  im  the  pnbUo  mind,  on 
a  anbleot  wbidi  waa  of  general  unportanoe,  bat 
whiah  waa  yitally  interesting  to  the  State  which 
he  repreaentcd.  He  had  oertainly  not  intended 
to  ohai^  the  Committee  on  Uanofsctares  with 
an;  intention  to  curcalat«  erroneons  tqilniotu ; 
bnt  he  had  oonudered  that  their  local  ntnation, 
thrir  peculiar  baldta  of  thinking,  and  tb^r 
knowledge  of  the  snl^eot.  did  not  qualify  them 
to  oome  to  conclnaions,  tae  aoonraoT  of  whioh 
ought  not  to  be  dispnted.  When  he  had  beaid 
this  report  deeoribed  by  members  of  the  Senate 
as  most  able,  most  enlightened,  and  moat  oon- 
dnsive,  be  bad  only  aidced  that  it  might  be  re- 
ferred t«  the  Committee  on  Fnblio  I^da,  who 
were  oonrersant  with  the  whole  eulgeot,  for 
tbdr  examination,  inasmuch  aa  the  GcHnmittee 
on  Uanofsctares  were  less  intimately  aoqnainted 
.  with  it.  If  the  argnmeuts  were  ao  aue  that 
thej  oonld  not  be  answered,  oonld  not  be  re- 
fated,  or  proved  to  be  erroneoM^  ila  referanoe 
to  the  Committee  on  Pnblio  I^ds  oould  be 
prodaotive  of  no  ill  effect  on  the  report.  On 
the  contrary,  its  aocoracy  would  be  the  more 
strongly  established  in  the  pnblio  mind. 

Hr.  Cut  inquired  if  the  motion  was  to  refer 
botli  the  report  and  the  bill,  or  rimidy  the  bill. 

Mr.  Kino  replied  that  he  had  aivided  the 
question,  and  confined  the  motion  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  bill. 

llr.  CL1.T  sud  the  proposition  tlien  was  to 
refer  the  bill  without  the  report.  He  felt  ex- 
tremely happy  to  learn  that  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  had  determined  to  exhibit  no  feeling 
on  this  sntyect,  but  to  keep  himself  free  fnun 
all  warmth  or  excitement  With  eqnal  truth, 
he  eonld  declare  that  he  had  none.  This  was 
a  great  sutgeot  of  national  interest,  and,  in  its 
eonuderatioQ,  every  thing  like  feeling  onght  to 
be  eradicated  ;  every  thing  like  party  banished 
from  the  walls  of  the  Senat«.  It  was  a  subject 
interesting,  not  only  to  the  Senate,  and  not  only 
to  the  people  of  onr  time,  bnt  it  was  one  in  the 
well-dispoBition  of  which  po9t«rity  would  have 
an  interest  for  hundreds  of  years  to  oome. 


He  hoped  the  moticni  whioh  had  ban  n^ 
by  the  Senator  from  Alabama  wovld  not  [b» 
vail ;  and  as  he  considered  the  salijeet  to  b* 
one  of  the  highest  magnitude,  and  wilted  tbit 
his  name  might  be  recorded  on  the  questiMi,  in 
order  to  show  his  oonree  to  those  to  whoai  ht 
was  reeponnble,  as  well  as  to  those  who  mi^ 
oome  after  him,  he  wonld  not  take  hb  msI 
witbont  Baking  that  the  queation  be  taken  by 
jeaa  and  nayn 

The  qnestion  ^ 
to  refer,  aa  fidlowa; 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Btbb,  Brawn,  I 


Moore,  Foiod 

pt«n,Troml 
luekner,  Gtsy, 


The  Vica  Fbbsisxht  gave  his  rote  in  ths 
Brmative.    So  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to 

the  Committee  oa  !^blio  lAnda  was  oanied  is 

Uie  affirmative. 


TainaDAT,  Uay  10. 
Pott  Qffiu. 

The  Senate  then  resnmod  tlie  ocmndciation 
of  the  bill  to  eBtsbliah  certain  post  offices  ind 
post  roada,  and  to  diacontinne  others. 

The  qaeation  tmng  on  t^  motion  of  Hr. 
Bms  to  amend  the  oill  by  adding  a  •action 
abolishing  the  postage  on  newsp^ters  after  the 
1st  day  A  July, 

Mr.  Oi.*TTair  concluded  tba  remark*  wUdi 
he  oommenoed  yesterday,  f mrtber  eomoMntiiig  co 
the  manuM  which  the  inrestigatiMi  iMtitotad 
last  year  into  the  managem^t  t£  the  F«t 
Office  Departanent  was  arrasted. 

Kr,  OnimsT  made  an  explanation  on  som* 
of  the  points,  es^ially  in  referenoe  to  the  ex- 
tra allowancea  given  by  the  Foatmaater  Gen- 
eral in  the  case  of  Harrall,  and  the  Balliinare 
and  Washington  oontrnoL 

Mr.  HoLHKs  succeeded,  making  some  adiS- 
tional  explanations  on  the  manner  m  which  tba 
inquiries  of  the  sub-committee  last  year  wen 
met  at  the  department 

The  qnestion  waa  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment otTered  ^  Mr.  Bms,  and  detatmined  in 
the  negative,  as  follows: 

Tsis.— Hesvs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Cl^,  Clayton,  Y,wta^ 
Foot,  Frelingba;sen,  Hayne,  UdnKs,  S^buMo, 
Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain,  Foindeitn,  Picn- 
tin,  Rot>bias,  Bugglea,  Seyraoar,  Silsbee,  &pn;i>, 


The  bill  was  then  farther  amended  in  its  d«- 
tuls,  and  was  reported  to  the  Senate.     Xbs 
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TnaD^T,  Uaj  IS. 
JOtaHi  i^fiA*  Sim.  J.  StmL 
tm^  WM  roMlred  from  tbe  Honse  of 


K^eA  of  tli»  HoDN,  oommonioatiiig  the 
at  tbe  boDoraUe  Jomathut  Huht,  a  tDember 
of  tha  HooM  of  BcpreaenUtiTM  fkvm  tiie  State 
of  V«niMnt,  and  infonoiiig  tbe  8«iat«  that  the 
AuMral  of  the  deMsaad  irovld  take  place  tO' 
nonow  at4  o'cdook  P.  U. 

Hw  mriiign  having  been  read, 

Kr.  PaBfnaa,  after  a  few  enliwiBtio  remarks 
en  tbe  private  and  (rablio  worth  of  the  deceased, 
■ored  ttw  foSowing  reaolntion': 

Rtmlw^  Thai  tbe  Smate  will  atteod  tbe  (tanenl 
of  ib«  hononble  Jobithak  SmR,  l»te  a  meniber 
of  cbi  Hou*e  of  BepreaentatlTe*  ftom  the  State  of 
Temont,  to-mOTTOir  Bt  4  o'clock  ia  the  avenliig; 
mi,  u  t,  tcBtimonj  of  reipect  for  tbs  memorj  of 
Ibc  leeeand,  the;  *)ll  P>  In.  tnonrnlng,  and  wear 
dipt  on  the  l«n  ana  for  tliirt;  i*,j%. 

The  reaolntion  was  nnanimonslf  agreed  to. 

On  raotioa  of  Hi.  WnEna  it  was  then  or- 
dend  that  when  tbe  Senate  a^jonma,  it  a^jonra 
lo  meet  on  Thnndaf . 

Iha  BeoaU  then  a^joomed. 


Fkdat,  Mar  IB. 
Pvhtic  Landt. 
Ht.  Em,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Publto 
laodi,  to  whi(^  WEB  refarred  tbe  bill  reported 
bf  Ibe  Oommittee  on  Uanofaotorea,  to  appro- 
pnitefor  a  limited  term  the  proceeds  <a  the 
pUic  lands,  made  a  volmninoiis  report;  wbioh 
■IB  rtad.  it  condemns  the  bill  reported  hj  the 
OisiButtee  on  Hannfiu^ret,  and  recommends 
artdoBtion  of  prices,  and  aoceleraiion  of  sales. 
lbs  ttmdnsioi)  of  the  report  reoommends  that 
tbe  biU  reported  \ij  the  Oommittee  on  Uann- 
bctnret  be  amended  so  aa  to  reduce  the  price 
if  tbe  pnUio  lands  to  a  minimiui  of  one  dollar 

&iai«,  and  of  filkr  cents  par  acre  on  ancb 
I  as  have  been  in  the  market  abont  five 
nus,  sod  to  strike  ont  the  whole  of  the  present 
biU,  euept  tbe  olansa  wbioh  allowa  10  per  cent, 
to  tbe  new  States,  and  to  increase  that  to  15 
per  test. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Kobhtsom,  6,000  copies  of 
tile  nport  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TirasnaT,  Vkj  fiS. 
CoIoimI  John  Lavrau. 
,  The  Senate  then  took  up  the  biU  fin-  tbe  re- 
lief of  the  representatives  of  Oolonal  John 

Ur.  BoBBiss  said,  it  will  be  reoolleoted  that 
thb  is  ft  etahn  fnr  expenses  diebaraed  on  a  for- 
eiga  miaion,  by  Colonel  Laarens,  dne  by  Uie 


then  existing  nsage  of  tbe  Oovernment,  which 
was  to  pay  these  expense*  instead  of  allowing 
an  ootfit ;  due  also  b;  an  express  reaolntion  of 
Oongress.  Nothing  has  been  s^d,  nothing  can 
be  said,  against  the  merits,  the  intrinsic  merits, 
of  this  clum :  for  these  are  obvious,  the^  are 
p^able,  ther  are  undeniable. 

Bat  it  has  been  sud  hj  tbe  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Hr.  Taibwill,)  that  the 
olum  (not  denying  its  intrinsic  merits,  how- 
ever) is  stale ;  that  it  is  a  dormant  claim,  now 
dormant  for  forty  jeara ;  and  that,  therefore^ 
it  onght  not  now  to  be  satisfied.  Bnt  is  the 
fact  aot  Has  t)us  claim  been  eo  dormantt 
For  more  than  twentv  jears  of  this  period 
there  was  no  one  in  this  coantry  to  represent 
and  to  proeecnte  this  cl«m ;  and  for  more  than 
ten  years  of  this  period  it  has  been,  from  time 
to  time,  before  OoogresB,  in  one  House  or  the 
other.  And  let  me  tell  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  neither  Hoose  of  Congress,  nor  any 
oommittee  (^  dtber  Honee,  have  ever  expressed 
an  opinion  adverse  to  these  intrinuo  merits. 
Even  the  committee  of  whom  the  htmorabla 
pnileman  was  a  member,  did  not  report  against 
lie  Intrinuo  merits.  They  say  expressly,  we 
abstun  from  giving  any  aoinian  upon  the  mer- 
its; still  they  reoommena  that  the  prayer  of 
tbe  petitjoner  be  not  granted.  And  why  I 
For  oert^n  reasooB  embodied  in  tbe  report. 
And  what  are  these  t  The  same  wbioh  he  now 
urges  against  this,  and  which  I  em  canvassing. 

The  previous  report  in  favor  of  this  claim, 
after  a  full  investigation  thereof  by  the  oom* 
mittee,  of  whom  Governor  Barbonr  was  ohalr- 
man,  and  the  now  President  of  the  United 
States  was  then  a  member,  was  disagreed  to 
by  Uie  Senate,  not  fbr  the  want  of  merits  in 
tbe  claim,  bnt  because  all  tbe  parties  to  the 
claim  were  not  at  that  time  parties  to  the  peti- 
tion, Bnt  now  no  such  difficulty  exists;  all  the 
parties  to  tbe  claim  are  parties  to  tlie  petition, 
and  can  ^ve  the  necessary  discharges,  I 
repeat,  that  neither  Honse  of  Congress,  and  no 
committee  of  either  House,  have  ever  expressed 
an  opinion  adverse  to  the  intrinsic  merlta  of 
this  cldm ;  no,  not  even  the  gentieman  himself) 
when,  as  a  member  of  a  committee,  he  investi- 
gated this  case ;  nor,  indeed,  has  be  now. 

Bat  to  return :  I  have  said  that,  for  more 
than  twenty  years  of  this  delay,  there  was  no 
one  in  this  country  to  repreeunt  and  to  proee- 
cule  this  claim.  Tbe  accounts  with  Colonel 
Laurens  were  adjusted  by  the  Treasury  in 
ITSO ;  then,  Henry  Laurens,  bis  father,  was  an' 
old  man,  and  soon  after  died ;  he  died  in  1793, 
He  never  preferred  this  claim,  because,  as  has 
been  before  stated,  his  son  bad  kept  no  account 
of  these  expenses,  and  bad  made  no  charge  of 
them  against  the  United  States;  and  because, 
as  be  states,  he  did  not  know  that  his  son  ever 
meant  to  make  the  claim.  After  his  death,  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Lanrcns,  then  a  child,  went 
to  £igland  to  live  with  her  matem^  relatives. 
(Colonel  l^nrens  had  married  in  England,) 
where  she  has  lived  ever  slnoe,  aod  now  live^ 
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Her  Bon,  and  011I7  surviving  ohild,  remaned  in 
EnglBod  for  his  edacfttion  tm  181S,  when  he  CUM 
to  hiB  patrimoniBl  Inheritance  in  Sonth  OaroUna, 
wbore  he  now  is,  in  obai^  of  that  inheritance. 
Abont  tliree  jears  after,  in  1823,  thia  dum  was 
made,  ttod  a  petition  for  ita  allowance  preferred 
to  CoDgraaa.  Here  let  me  aa;  that  I  luiow  thia 
grandson  of  Colonel  Lonrena,  and  it  givM  me 
pleasore  to  aay  that  I  do  not  know  a  more 
amiable  jonng  man.  I  tliink  it  impoarible  to 
know  him  aa  I  do,  withont  feeling  a  kinduete 
fbr  blm  for  his  amiable  dispodtion,  norwidioiit 
f^ing  a  respect  for  him,  bb  the  grandson  of 
Odonei  Laorens.  Let  me  aaj  to  the  honorable 
gentleman,  that,  if  he  knew  him  aa  I  do,  he 
never  conld  have  the  heart  to  saj  to  him: 
"  Sir,  this  four  hereditary  claim  maj  be  JuM  in 
itaelf ;  bnt  it  has  remaned  a  long  time  aiuati»- 
fied,  and  therefore  ought  now  never  to  bo  sat- 
isfied; nor  shall  it  be  if  I  can  prevent  it. 
Away,  sir,  with  fonr  clum,  and  never  let  me 
hear  of  it  again  within  tho  walla  of  this  Ben- 
Is  it  possible  that  langoBAe  like  thin  oonld  be 
held  to  the  deaoendant  of  Oolonel  Lanrena,  Ip- 
pealing  to  the  Justice  of  bis  ooantrf  to  satdsfy 
an  hereditary  claim,  acknowledged  to  be — at 
least,  not  denied  to  be— Just  in  itself  t  And  all 
fbr  a  laohea  of  three  years  in  proaeonting  the 
tiaim :  for  that  is  all  the  laohea  that  can  be 
Impnted.  Vhere,  let  me  ask,  was  this  objeo- 
tloD  when  tlie  widow  of  Oolonel  EamilbHi  pe- 
titioned fbr  the  oommutation  didm  for  aoconnt 
<tf  her  husband  I — a  daim  which  he  had  never 
made ;  a  claim  which  it  has  always  been  mi- 
deiatood  he  had  expressly  waived;  and  had 
recorded  that  waiver,  in  order  to  plaoe  his  vote 
for  the  commutation  (he  was  tlien  a  member  of 
Oon^reee)  above  the  suspidon  of  an  Interested 
motive.  Tet  that  claim  was  allowed,  together 
with  the  legal  interest  for  the  whole  interval  of 
time.  That  claim  had  indeed  slept,  was  in  fact 
dormant,  ttota  17S8  to  1816 ;  mor«  than  thirty 
years;  still  it  was  allowed.  The  act  was  in- 
deed dne  to  the  family  of  that  great  man,  and 
did  honor  to  the  jnstice  of  the  oonntrj,  Bnt 
if  staleness  was  a  good  plea  asainat  a  daim 
Just  in  itself  compared  with  Uiis,  it  applied 
with  more  than  tenfold  force  against  that ;  yet, 
against  that,  it  was  not  made,  or,  if  mode,  it 
did  not  prevail. 

The  same  honorable  gentleman  baa  also  said 
that  Uie  account  of  Oolonel  Laurens  has  been 
.a^joBted  and  dosed  by  the  Treasury,  and  that 
to  open  thia  acconnt  would  be  a  precedent  of  a 
dangerona  tendency.  Bat  let  the  honorable 
genuenuu  reflect  tlut  it  is  not  proposed  to  open 
thit  aoconnt,  nor  to  nnsettie  this  settlement; 
no  inch  thing.  It  is  dmply  proposed  to  pay  a 
eUm  JQst  In  itself  that  never  has  been  ^nsted 
by  the  Treasury ;  never  has  been  passed  npoo 
by  the  Treasury;  never  has  been  before  the 
Treosary.  Why  it  was  not  preaent«d  has  been 
explained,  repeatedly  explained,  and  the  expla- 
nation will,  aonbtleas,  be  recollected.  Oolond 
Bamilton'a  aoooont,  too,  had  been  a^JoEted  by 


the  Treasnry,  and  eloaed.  The  olaiai  to  bis 
oomrontalJon  did  not  distorb  that  tetttenieiit, 
for  it  had  made  no  part  of  the  accongt ;  it  left 
the  settlement  gooo  for  all  it  profesud  to  ad- 
tie.  Neither  doee  the  dum  to  thtee  cipenKs 
disturb  the  settlement  in  this  eaeo,  for  it  bid 
part  of  the  aooonnt;  nor  weretbcj 


good  for  all  it  pro 

It  ia  bne  there  ia  a  d«m  to  a  trifling  aiDOiuit 
bedde,  growing  ont  of  errora  appewiBgeitba 
faoe  of  the  aooomit,  bat  for  tfais  daim  ifae  mI> 
tlement  itaelf  ia  the  vovohw ;  aodtbed^ii 
made  because  the  setHemeot  itaelf  gina  a  tills 
to  it ;  jost  aa  good  ■  title  aa  a  oeitiMate  ef  th* 
Treasnry,  oertifying  that  amount  to  be  oapiid 
and  still  dne. 

Bnt  one  word  «  to  the  aacrcdoeM  of  a  set- 
tlement once  made  by  the  Treaaory.  Let  it  be 
sacred,  if  yon  pleaae,  with  the  TrMsorr  itadf ; 
let  the  Treasnryj  thenceforth,  oease  to  bivs 
any  control  over  it,  Bnt  ia  It  to  tie  the  liMidi 
of  Oongreea,  whatever  ii^astjce  may  hive  Imo 
done  by  the  settlementt  If  a  claim  baa  'btta 
disallowed  by  the'  Treaaory,  wfaicb  ought  to 
have  been  aOowed,  and  tlut  nude  dearly  le 

rar,  ia  there  to  bono  redreast  Heithef  it 
Treaaofy  nor  by  Congresat  It  thii  tbe 
miserable  ritoation  (k  a  jnst  daimant  npcw  tb* 
Oovemment?  No,  nr;  no,  Indeed,  air,  il  ia 
not.  For  ionaraereble  almost  have  beea  Ibe 
appeals  from  the  injustice  of  Treasui^  settle- 
ments to  the  Justice  of  Congress  for  relief;  lod 
when,  let  me  ask,  baa  relief  been  deoied,  if  a 

Sst  claim  to  It  has  been  made  oat  diarly  snJ 
dbpntably  I  That  relief;  to  the  honor  ot  tba 
pnblio  JuMieebe  it  spoken,  though  it  has  swat- 
times,  perhapa  too  often,  been  debgred,  bit 
never,  I  believe,  been  finally  refused.  Had  int 
the  Bcoonnta  trf  OovenKv  TompklDa  and  Fna- 
dent  Hooroe  been  aettled  at  the  Tnaiuyl 
And  did  not  both  petitioo  Ooamtt  tbr  t<&L 
ag«nst  the  injustiee  of  that  se^ementt  And 
did  not  Oongreaa  grant  relief— that  tettlonnt 
to  the  oontrajy  notwithataoidingt  Te^  moit 
certainly.  I  refer  to  high  ezampleiv  !'>■'"■': 
and  perhaps  some  may  think,  thmfore,  Dot 
q>p]ioable  to  ordinary  eases.  But  Jnstiee  knovi 
Dot  the  &wBof  man  in  her  decreea;  ah*  knovt 
nothing  of  high  nor  low ;  aha  givea  notbiag  to 
renown  for  itself;  she  deniea  nothing  te  ob- 
scority.  beeanse  nnknown ;  die  aay^  and  ibe 
accordingly  deoreea — 
"  Tros,  Tyilosque,  mlhl  nullo  dkeriimni  «g«tv.' 

But,  if  ahe  did  make  theee  diacriminatioBi,  I 
should  not  disparage  the  names  of  Tom^Jni  ud 
Uonroe ;  nor  wonU  they,  if  living,  think  tbejn 
disparaged,  by  bdnsaaaodated  intiMittardiof 
theirconntrywitht£e  name  of  Laurens.  Neilhtc 
would  they  challenge,  nw  would  any  one  duil- 
lenge  for  them,  a  higher  distiofAioa.  BntMit 
be  remembered  that  their  daims  had  beta  pined 
npon  by  the  Treasnry,  had  been  disallowed  by 
the  Treasurr,  and  were  barred  thereby  so  bi 
as  that  oonld  bar  them ;  bat  that  this  daim  a 
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Lntnns  Devrr  hu  been  passed  upon  bj  the 
Jntxarj ;  never  has  been  Wore  the  Treaaiiry ; 
H  19  iodupntable ;  it  ia  ioBt  in  itself;  it  hu 
DBTBr  been  «et)tf  ^  And  will  Hib  Benate  noir 
ttf  it  never  shall  be  satisfied  t 

A  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  Bomethlng 
baa  been  said  b;  the  honorable  ^entl^nan  from 
Thine,  not  to  derogate  flrom  the  mtrinsio  merita 
of  this  cMm,  bat  to  dispanige  the  personal 
merits  of  Oolond  Laatens — how  beoomiogl;, 
let  the  history  of  hia  conntrr  bear  witness. 
Hat  hirtor^  has  recorded  laarel  after  lanrel 
anJerred  npon  him  hj  his  conntrj,  to  attest 
ber  gratehl  sense  of  hia  high  and  glorions  mer- 
fli.  Theao  recorded  honors  have  long  since 
gathered  round  his  tomb;  the^  now  thicken 
DTir  it,  and  will  foreTer  adorn  it.  Bo  long  as 
tha  sentiment  of  gratitnde  shall  beat  in  the 
bciom  of  his  oomitrjr  at  the  recollection  of  her 
nroIatioaaiT  martjrs,  these  recorded  honora 
ahtH  flourish  in  immortal  verdnte ;  and  even 
if  it  were  possiUe  for  this  Notimeot  of  grati- 
tude to  die  in  the  bosom  of  his  oonntrr,  tbej 
VDiiId  stai  flourish  in  history  to  kindle  the  sen- 
tbnent  of  tdmiratiMi  in  everr  other.  For,  so 
kog  as  tbis  laogiuge  shall  last,  be  spoken,  or 
nad;  wtiereTer,  in  all  ftitnre  time,  the  sublime 
Tirtoea  at  patriotic  derotion  and  heroic  bearing 
dijl  swKj  the  affections  of  the  homan  heart, 
tlie  name  of  Lanrens  will  be  the  theme  of  nn- 
mtDitcd  pruse,  as  the  hero  above  fear,  as  the 
patnot  beyond  reproach.  I  oonfees  I  felt  hurt 
tbat  an  American  Senator  in  the  American 
Senate — the  prondest  theatre  in  the  world,  uid 
that  erected  on  the  blood  of  onr  revolntioDBi7 
bertwa,  should  indulge  a  wish  to  oast  a  shade, 
tna  if  he  could,  upon  one  of  the  brightsHt 
Emnea  la  that  hosL  The  fiutt  alluded  to,  if  it 
ware  a  Act,  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  cast  a 
iliad&  nor  even  the  shadow  of  a  shade,  npon 
that  bright  name.  It  would  oal^r  prove  that, 
in  that  mstance,  as  in  every  other,  the  love  of 
Mmtry  predominated,  and  was  his  mling  nos- 
■ion.  Nor  did  he  pnrsoe  his  honorable  end  by 
diihoDorable  means.  He  did,  with  the  fttuds 
oTlus  eoimtrjr  in  hte  hands,  what  he  had  a  right 
to  do;  what  bis  dnty  to  bis  coQatry  required 
him  to  do ;  and  for  doing  whioh  he  had  the 
npmbation  <^  his  conntry,  and  her  recorded 
thuka.  I  do  not  oomplun  of  the  statement, 
therefore,  f<w  its  poaeible  effect  to  prwndiee  the 
pure  bme  of  Oolonel  Lanreus,  but  for  its  ap- 
ptrmt  intent. 

For  the  nKMt  predoos  of  all  treamre  which 
anf  country  can  posBeeH,  is  the  fame  of  her 
peat  men.  It  is  that  alone  which  renders  any 
comitry  resplendent  In  Uie  eyes  of  every  other. 
The  ciarum  H  nmerabUt  nvmm,  in  every  in- 
•tioce,  as  weu  as  in  that  which  the  poet  celc- 
bratea,  brings  much  to  onr  city.  That  fame 
aodnres  forever :  ft  survives  all  the  revolntions 
and  the  ravsges  of  time;  even  those  whioh 
teare  the  conntry  itself  a  wreck,  even  those 
nhieb  blot  the  nation  itself  out  of  existence ; 
eiea  then  it  still  snrvivea  to  become  the  prop- 
tt^  of  mankind,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  spedes, 


and  especially  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of 
the  departed  nation.  But  its  great  valne  is  this 
— it  la  prolific  of  great  men  ;  beyond  any  thing 
and  every  thing  else,  it  awakens  and  sapplies 
ftiel  to  that  noblest  of  all  sentiments,  the  love 
of  country ;  it  excites  and  leads  on  to  a  per* 

Eatnal  emulation  in  the  race  of  glory.  What  a 
BBTt,  then,  most  I  have,  if  I  could  indulge  a 
wish  to  dishonor  a  name  that  does  honor,  and 
win  forever  do  bonw,  to  the  name  of  my  conn- 
try! 

Mr.  Tazkwzu,  opposed  the  olum.  Its  jastice 
did  not  rest  on  tfie  services  of  the  deceased, 
for  he  did  not  deny  their  merit,  or  that  they 
entitled  him  to  the  enloginm  pronounced  on  hia 
memory,  in  the  langnsge  of  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island,  as  elorum  »t  ventrabile  nemen; 
but  it  was  right  to  go  back  to  their  merits,  and 
ask,  la  there  any  money  due  or  not  t  The 
claim  had  been  before  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives before  now,  and  as  often  r^ected.  It 
had  become  the  prnctioe,  when  a  olum  was  re- 
jected in  one  House,  to  bring  it  forward  in  the 
other,  and  there  it  vibrated  till  at  leni^  a 
favorable  report  was  obtained,  and  then  it  was 
again  preferred  with  the  recommendation  of 
baring  passed  one  of  the  lexlslative  bodies. 
But  even  this  did  not  bold  good  respecting  the 
present  bill ;  for  as  often  as  it  was  brought  for- 
ward in  either  House,  it  bad  received  reiterated 
rejections.  It  was  not  analogons  to  the  caae  of 
Oolonel  HamUton.  The  clsiint  of  Oolonel  , 
Laarena  bad  already  been  settled,  even  before 
the  formation  of  the  present  Qovemment^  and 
his  receipt  received  for  the  paymeot  of  every 
cent  due.  Snch  was  not  the  case  as  regarded 
Oolonel  Hamilton ;  there  was  no  doubt  of  the 
debt'  due,  and  no  snch  receipt  existed,  for  the 
strong  reason  that  nothing  had  previously  been 
paid.  Colonel  L.  died  in  1781  or  '88,  and  now 
a  clum  was  advanced,  with  componnd  interest, 
four  times  a  year  for  forty  years.  Who  ever 
beard  of  the  like )  For  these  several  reasons 
he  should  oppoae  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  supported  by  Ur.  HATitx,  and 
opposed  by  Ur.  Smith  and  Mr.  iiAyamt. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pnt,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by  the  following 
vote: 

Tub. — HemB.  Bnckner,  Cbtnbers,  Clayton, 
Clay,  SalUa,  Dudley,  Evins,  FreliDgbuyscD,  Hajne, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Killer,  Hoore,  Poindeiter,  Pran- 
lisa,  Kobblns,  Silstwe,  Spngoe,  Tipton,  Tomlinsan, 
Waggaman,  Webater,  Wilkins— 2S. 

Nits.— Heaars.  Betl,  Dickenon,  Foot,  Grundy, 
Hendrick.1,  Hangnm,  Usrcy,  Baggies,  Bmlth,  Taie- 
well.  White— 11.  ' 

Sani  of  at  Unilad  Statu. 

Ifr.  Dallas,  pursuant  to  the  notice  be  had 
given  some  days  before,  moved  that  the  Senate 
now  proceed  to  the  coniddemtion  of  die  bill  to 
modify  and  continue  the  act  incorporating  the 
sabscribers  to  the  Bulk  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  S4. 

yii.  Dallas  then  stated,  that,  having  brought 
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this  quertioQ  beibre  the  Senate,  he  ehotild  oou' 
tent  hinuelf  with  thia  Hncoeafl,  and  would  not, 
ftt  this  late  hoor  of  the  day,  enter  into  the  viewH 
which  he  proposed  to  preeent  to  the  Senate. 
He  would  tDerefore  move  that  the  SeDM«  now 
sdioDra ;  aad 
The  Senate  a^onmed. 

Wedhxsdat,  Ifay  28. 
Ur.  FoiHDBxnB  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
{iroceed  to  the  oonrideratiou  of  the  Joint  resolu- 
tion reported  \>j  him  some  time  since,  author- 
iziOK  tJie  President  to  cause  an  equestrian  statue 
of  &neral  Waahington  to  be  executed,  bat  the 
Senate  refused  to  snstsin  the  motion. 

Bank  o/  Oit  UniUd  Stattt—Seeharter. 

The  Senate  tlten  took  np  the  bill  to  modif; 
«nd  continae  the  act  to  incorporate  the  inb- 
Mribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Unitod  States. 

Mr.  D1.UAB  said :  The  great  question  in- 
vdved  in  the  bill  then  nnder  consideration 
was,  whether  the  CongreBs  of  the  United  States 
would  proknu  the  existence  of  a  national  insti- 
tution erected,  sixteen  year*  aco,  for  wise  and 
■alntarf  purposes.  Snail  it  be  permitted  to 
expire,  wreeablj  to  tiie  limitation  of  its  ofaar^ 
ter,  on  t£e  ad  of  March,  18S6I  TIndoubtedljr 
the  question  was  of  considerable  importanoe : 
of  importance  to  the  political,  financiiJ,  acd 
commerdal  interests  of'^the  oonntry,  the  whole 
ooDDtry;  of  importance  to  the  American  people 
In  their  diversified  transactions  of  trade,  in  the 
ever; -daj  affikira  of  life,  in  the  necessity  of  pre- 
paring thNiiaelvea  for  such  a  shook  to  their  so- 
cial condition  and  active  emptoyments,  as 
most  inevitably  follow  upon  a  de<Mon  adverse 
to  the  ooatinoance  of  t£e  corporation.  High 
and  momentous  as  the  question  was,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  encountered  and  oanvasaed  by  the 
Senate  as  one  porely  and  merely  of  legisUtive 
bn^ness ;  divested  of  bias  or  prejudice  of  every 
kind  ;  with  a  single  view  to  the  discharge  of  a 
representative  dnty  to  the  community  at  lai^ 
It  waa,  indeed,  impossible,  seeing  what  we  con- 
stantly saw,  and  reading  daily  what  daily  ap- 
peared in  Ute  newspapers  of  every  quarter  of 
the  country,  not  to  know  that  cDosiderations 
naturally  extraneous  and  irrelevant  had'  grad- 
nally  become  mixed  up  with  this  question,  and 
had  given  it  a  character  and  direction  alike  for* 
etgn  and  injnrioas  to  iL  Ue  wunld  invoke  from 
the  wisdom,  and  virtue,  and  patriotism,  of  the 
grave  council  he  addressed,  the  calmest,  the 
most  candid,  and  most  upright  reflection:  at 
least,  if  it  were  impossible  to  throw  aside  all 
feeling  or  prepossession,  he  was  confident  that 
y  Senator  would  sCrnggle  to  repress  and 
ae  It :  he  felt  no  doubt  that  snch  would  ' 
the  prevuling,  if  not  universal,  dispoeition. 
the  absence  of  all  improper  feeling,  ofi'ecting 
the  BnMect,  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  as  tc 
himself  personally,  that  he  should  Mrhapf 
stand  in  need,  if  not  on  the  present,  pernaps  od 
Btune  fatnre  occasions,  of  the  indulgence  of  the 
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te;  when  he  confessed  i 
that  species  of  bias  which  c*nnot  but  in  sobs 
degree,  tbongh,  he  trusted,  not  in  a  meaoirs  to 
Uind  or  mislead  his  Judgment,  arise  from  ul 
idying  and  ever-inoreaong  venuation  for  ihs 
wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  uithor  of  the 
charter  now  under  discussion.  Tbi*  «ai  lh« 
only  feeling  of  which  he  was  at  all  cooseioai. 

The  Senate  had  been  impdled  to  the  di>- 
charge  of  this  piece  of  legislative  bnaJDUi  izi  a 
variety  of  ways,  and  by  ooontleis  DHUionili 
and  petitions.  The  vduminons  papeti  wbich 
were  crowded  to  the  Secretorys  dcik,  em 
since  its  introdoetion,  speak  no  ordinsiy  lu- 
gnoge.  A  very  large  number  of  the  citiMB  of 
the  United  Statea,  m  Uteir  aeparate  snd  indi- 
vidual oapoeitiea,  affixed  tbar  rignalora  10 
these  documents,  and  interpoeed  tbcir  estoest 
prayers  that  this  institutitHi  should  be  prakng- 
ed  in  duration.  Uany  pnblie  eorpoistiaai, 
actively  engaged  in  the  boaiiieea  of  the  woridi, 
those  of  a  rival  character,  eompeliton  in 

vast  money  trBniaeti<ma  of  tbe  eoontiT, 
having  felt,  frankly  acknowledse  its  beaeficiil 
inBuence,  and  bod  transmitted  their  otemoriili, 
onxioaalj  as  well  as  generonsiy  requesting  the 
renewal  of  tlie  charter.  Bisiiig  a  «tcp  h^itf, 
numerous  oseemUiea  of  Ute  people^  in  the  EMt, 
the  West,  and  the  North,  convened  solely,  bat 
openly  and  nndisguisedly,  to  deliberate  npoa  this 
matter,  had,  with  the  imporing  weisht  tc  wlueh 
such  aasemblies  are  alwaya  entitied,  fonriried 
their  solicitous  petitions  for  the  renewal  of  ttw 
charter.  And  one  step  otill  fiirtber :  ma^  of 
the  le^slotive  bodies  of  the  rewective  Gialcs  d 
the  Union,  those  very  bodies  whoae  vmees  tsK- 
ed  into  official  being  the  members  ot  tlie  fin- 
ate,  in  the  formality  of  oonstitotional  repnsnl- 
otive  deliberation,  and  nnder  the  hIcod  n- 
sponslbUitiee  of  their  stataona,  qipMled  w 
Oongreee  in  favor  of  tbia  bank,  and  intokcd 
such  action  as  would  prolong  its  e^atMH; 
Indeed,  it  wonld  seem  as  if  oar  fellow-otiioa, 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  individually  ti 
collectively,  hod  attuitively  listened  U  tba 
voice  of  their  preeent  Chief  Uagistnte,  by 
whom  they  had  been  wisely  invited  to  the  mo- 
sideration  of  the  subject  more  than  two  yMR 
ago ;  and  had,  now  that  the  ptoptt  o**^ 
arrived,  come  forward  to  ezpreaa  the  rtsoll*  ol 
that  conaiderotjon,  with  nneqwvooal  prsym 
for  the  re-enactment  of  the  charlw.    To  > 


could  not  be  inaenuble.  The  Saiaie^  be  doebt- 
ed  not,  woold  respond  to  it,  at  least  bf  dis|M«- 
ing  of  the  question  aa  one  of  urgent  le^iiUtiis 
bnsinees.  It  was  th^  duty  ti>  terminate  il, 
one  way  or  another. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  bill  r^wrted  bj  w 
committee,  and  now  before  the  Senate,  wsi  ii» 
first  section,  contuning,  as  it  does,  an  sllof- 
ance  of  the  prayers  of  the  many  mMWrisli*" 
to  whom  he  had  referred,  by  continuing  in  fow 
and  operation  the  act  inooiporating  (he  But 
of  the  United  Statea  tot  the  tMin  of  atean 
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jtut.  In  recommending  thii,  the  oomniitt«e 
looked  to  the  Dstional  institotioa ;  its  Btniti- 
tnra,  iU  porposes,  its  Mndenoies,  iti  necewtur 
ind  iMtnral  coarse  of  operntiona,  its  limitatioas, 
eooditioDS,  and  rMtriotions,  aa  it  eman&t«d  from 
Ibe  ]egiiilatiT«  mould  sixteen  years  ago.  And 
il»7  oosid  diaoem  no  reaoon  fur  an j  aubstantial 
chHge.  Tlieji  could  not  be  affected,  in  the 
formalioD  of  thia  Jndirmeut,  hy  any  acratiny 
mio  tha  personal  oonanot  or  motives  of  tliose 
to  whose  manaeement  the  ^neral  powers  of 
tbe  corporation  had,  at  any  tune,  been  confided. 
'Aesbase  of  a  public  ofBoe  may  disqualify  its 
iimmbant,  bnt  farniahes  no  argtimiint  what- 
inr  for  the  abolition  of  the  office  itself.  Every 
thing  vhiob  hnman  ingennity  has  devised,  or 
em  daviie,  tor  good,  msj  be  misapplied,  and 
temade  the  means  of  mischief.  The  most  be- 
Eufioant  trnsta,  goarded  Id  the  most  oarefal 
muner,  may  be  nnfaithfnlly  adminiBt«red  by 
btd  aad  aeloih  Bgenta,  What  office,  Ic^lative, 
>9icial,  or  exeontjre,  conld  be  pennanent, 
oonld  escape  eariy  deatmcdon,  if  its  existence 
w«n  made  dependent  upon  the  wisdom,  pnri^, 
ud  virtoe  of  the  bimian  being  who  bw>ened 
toholditt  Withanoh  a  principle,  we  should 
belbrsver,  and  perhaps erery  year,  remodelling 
Mr  whole  Government  organiiation,  aboliah- 
iBg  tataUisbmenta,  offices,  and   institutions; 


^tin  and  onoearingly  to  the  work  of  deatnio- 
tioo  and  renovation. 

Th«  essential  and  parenoimt  olgeeta  for  the 
ntetatoit  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  in  ISie, 
*w«  tebtleas  w^  remembered  by  the  Sen- 
iton  preteot.  They  were,  the  ertablisbment 
oTiannd  and  Tiniform  national  onrrenoy ;  the 
creaiioQ  of  a  fit  inatrament  for  the  collection 
Bd  diMribntion  of  the  public  revenue ;  the 
"  o  of  qieeie  payments,  Qien  unlawMly 
*  by  all  the  Htat«  banks,  the  sole 
...riesof  the  drculating  medium;  and 
tbe  dMignatioa  of  a  safe  agency  wherewith  to 
bdlitate  the  general  financial  operations  of  the 
Gormiment.  Every  honr'a  experience,  since 
tbB  dedaration  of  independence,  had  proved  the 
vist  impMtanoe  of  these  oI^eoM^  from  the  ore- 
fim  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  nnder  the 
n^MM  of  Robert  Uorris,  in  1781,  to  that  of 
tlwErst  Bank  of  the  United  Stateik  protected 
by  AlBiand^  Hamilton,  in  1701,  and  especial^ 
dnriag  the  five  yearsof  peace  and  of  war  which 
tBtervened  between  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
<*t  ID  ISll,  and  its  revival  in  a  new  form  In 
WIS.  During  the  forty-three  years  which 
ktva  dapeed  sinee  the  adopUon  of  the  oonsti- 
tutioD,  the  eonntry  has  been  without  a  national 
Unb  only  seven  years ;  the  national  objects 
tdferted  to,  were,  of  course,  for  those  seven 
J*tn  wbt^y  neglected ;  and  it  can  be  asserted 
•ithoDt  danger  of  denial,  that  five  of  those 
Jfn  teemed  with  more  oommeroial  disaster, 
S<al  embarraaament,  trading  iuoonvenienoe, 
ud  traDdnlent  money  transactions,  than  were 
"'• 1  before,  or  than  can  possibly  be  wit- 


nessed daring  the  existence  of  a  wisely  and 
digoreetly  amninistered  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  He  (Mr.  D.)  forbore  making  referenoea 
to  historical  faota^  farther  than  was  absolutely 
neoeasary.  They  were  familiar  in  the  actual 
experience,  and  fresh  in  the  memory  of  those 
whom  he  addressed ;  and  they  were  abundant 
to  prove  the  vaat,  the  vital  importance  of  the 
obJectA  he  had  «namerat«d  as  tlie  fundamental 
objects  contemplated  by  the  charter  of  181S. 

The  att^oment  of  these  great  objects  wsa, 
however,  to  be  accomplished  in  a  manner  eom- 

fiatible  with  a  lealons  protection  of  the  political 
iberties,  a  fhli  security  of  the  civil  rights,  an 
anxious  solicitode  for  the  convenience,  and  an 
ardent  desire  fbr  the  sooi^  happineaa  and  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  American  people.  Hence, 
while  a  bank  was  selected  as  the  means  for 
effectuating  the  de^red  pnrposea,  the  act  of  its 
incorporation,  its  charter,  was  loaded  with  mul- 
tiplied, effieaoioos,  and  inaormonntable  restrio- 
tions  and  limitations ;  the  superTisory  interpo- 
ution  c^  the  Qovemment  was  established ; 
prooeedlngi  were  pre-wdained  fbr 
don  and  judicial  trial ;  and  the  highest 
penaMea  preeoribed  for  iufhtctionB  of  the  cliar- 
ter.  Every  neoeseary  mode  of  reaching  tiie 
ofwporation,  eitjier  to  correct  its  abuses,  to  con- 
trol its  t«ndBndeH,  or  to  t>unish  its  illegal  acta, 
was  carefully  chalked  oat  in  advance,  and  held 
within  the  power  of  national  l^iaUtion.  Ha 
(Ur.  D^  wonld  not  enter  apon  a  det^ed  re- 
view of  the  provisions  of  the  charter ;  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  people  are  alike  well  informed  of 
them  all ;  and  ne  wonld  only  add,  that  the 
committee  believed  no  more  perfect  mode  of 
achieving,  and  of  still  preserving,  now  that  they 
are  achieved,  the  great  national  objects  to 
which  he  had  referrad,  can  be  devised,  than 
the  one  delineated  in  that  instrament. 

Nor  Dould  the  committee  be  insensible,  not 
merely  to  the  inutility,  but  to  the  positively 
disastrous  consequences,  to  the  people,  and  tj> 
their  Government,  Of  substitnling,  for  the  pres- 
ent, another  Bank  of  the  United  Stst«a;  of 
compeUing  thb  to  close  its  encvmoas  banneas, 
or  to  transfer  it  to  other  hands ;  of  leaving  the 
Immense  interests  of  the  indnstrions,  enterpris- 
ing, and  prosperous  people  of  our  coantry,  to 
the  extent  of  more  than,  a  hundred  millions  of 
d<riWs,  to  be  r^idly,  if  not  inddenly,  shifted  in 
arrangement,  reeponubility,  and  cMmeotlon ;  or 
of  again  oammnting  the  monetary  system  of 
the  entire  conftderacy  to  tbe  charge  of  local 
and  detached  and  conflicting  State  institatious, 
over  which  no  control  whatever  could  be  ex- 
ercised. Such  an  nnneoecsary,  involnntary, 
forced  diversion  of  the  great  streams  of  com- 
mercial and  moneyed  operatiouB  conid  not  be 
effected  without  incalculable  and  inoorable  in- 
jury to  every  class,  and  especially  to  the  labo- 
rious, and  most  worthy,  and  most  useful  class, 
and  without  aacrificing  many  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  Government  for  which  the  constitution 
was  formed.  Wherefore,  indeed,  should  such 
an  experiment  be  made  t    The  pnolical  opera* 


.yGoogle 


ABKIDGHBNT  OF    THE 


CHAT,  usi 


tions  of  the  euatiup  bank,  under  its  now  nia- 
tnred  mtem,  hare  •ttuned  evotj  desired  ob- 
jeoL  The  correncj  U  onifbrm,  and  raprasent- 
iDg  ametalUobuia;  it  ia  tretter  for  all  purpoaes 
t&ao  gold  or  lilrer.  The  oolleotiim  tai  iietii- 
bntion  of  Hit  natjon'a  revenue  are  gentlr,  aafely, 
and  aatisfactorUr  effected.  Faoilitiea  of  every 
deaoriptjon  hod  beer,  experienced  in  the  finan- 
cial moyenients  of  the  GovemmenL     Salntary 


domeatio  exobaoges.  And  in  all  parte  of  the 
ooiintry,  partioularlj  in  the  progreedTe  and 
Bnterprising  regiona  of  the  West,  c<q>ital  and 
aocommod^ion,  at  all  times  and  withoot  stiiit, 
had,  in  a  manner  alike  salntsry  aod  jodicions, 
been  accorded  to  tlie  people.  Whatever  ma^ 
have  been  the  feir  eicepljons  to  the  general 
good  oondnct  of  the  officers  and  agents  of  the 
bank — offloera  and  afpents  neoeesaril;  &r  distant 
from  the  seat  of  direction  at  Philadelphia; 
hovever  oooa^naUr  an  incident  may  have 
oocnrred,  exceptionable  or  equivocal  in  its 
oharaoter,  at  one  extremitj  or  another  of  this 
oi^aaization,  neoesaarU^  as  expanded  as  onr 
tenitorj  ;  still,  all  men  of  borineis  must  come 
to  the  conclusion  that,  on  the  whole,  it  had 
worked  well;   it  had  prodaoed  more  benefit 


had 


1  the;  bj  whom  it  was  originallv  framed 
antidpated,  and  it  had  produced  teas  in- 
^  ,t,  i^  indeed,  it  can  Jostl?  be  chargeable  with 
a07,  than  was  feared  dj  those  who  opposed  its 
eatMlisbmenL  To  speak  of  it  in  terms  of  nn- 
qaalified  panegyric,  ne  (Mr.  D.)  was  not  pre- 
pared ;  hnt  certainly  it  would  be  extravagant 
to  expect  more  to  be  aocomplished,  and  to  be 
tooomplished  in  a  better  manner,  by  an  insti- 
tution so  complicated,  so  cumbersome  in  size, 
BO  detached  in  parts,  and  of  course  liable,  like 
all  other  human  agendes,  to  be  more  or  less 
affected  by  the  frwties,  the  follies,  or  the  pas- 
tDons  of  the  human  bdngs  who  compose  or  im- 

Intentionally  avoiding  any  anticipatlDn  of 
the  otyeotions  which  may  be  made  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  Ur.  D.  conflned  himself  to  this 
general  view  of  the  reasons  which  iofinenced 
the  committee  in  reporting  tlie  re-enactment  of 
the  charter.  Should  the  discussion  make  it 
necessary  hereafter,  he  felt  aseured  that  eveiy 
difflonlty  may  be  briefly  and  &anklf  anr- 
moonted. 

He  hod  now  said  all  that  he  deemed  it  ma- 
terial or  proper  to  s^  at  this  opening  stage  of 
the  discussion  on  the  bilL  He  was  consdons 
that  much  might  be  added;  but  he  was  not 
desirous  to  anticipate  objectdoos,  and  would  re- 
frun  from  further  treepassing  on  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  until  a  sense  of  duly-  compelled 


him  U 

Mr.  Bbkton  then  inqntred  if  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  urge  on  the 
diecDssiou,  before  the  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed  were  laid  on  the  tables. 

Mr.  Daixab  disclaimed  any  sneh  intention. 
He  though  it  probable  that,  if  the  Senate  were 


now  to  a^jonrn,  the  reporta  and  docnnxnti 
might  be  mmished  by  the  time  the  Soiata 
wonld  meet  to-morrow.  He  bad  expected  that 
the  doonmenta  would  have  been  printed  b<Am 
this  day,  when  he  gave  notice  of  hie  intention 
to  call  up  the  hill.  He  waa  not  diwioied  to 
urge  the  discussion  any  further,  until  toe  vhola 
of  the  information  waa  before  the  Scoiaie. 

Mr.  Webstkb  said  that  no  one  wished  to  oon- 
tinue  the  diaonsaion  onUl  all  the  h^ts  whld 
oould  be  abed  on  the  subject  were  obtained. 
But  he  might  not  be  diroMed  to  wwt  until  sH 
the  docmnente  ordered  br  the  other  Home 
could  be  printed.  These  documents  were  not 
under  the  control  of  the  Senate.  They  had 
reached  a  late  period  of  the  aeanon.  The  vdce 
of  the  country,  if  it  demands  any  thli^  de- 
mands legislative  action  on  this  nbiecl.  Two 
or  three  weeks  ago  the  Honee  ordered  tbesa 
documents  to  be  printed,  and  he  bad  been  daily 
expecting  them.  The  different  reporta  bad 
been  puUished  in  the  new^Mfi^i :  and  he  was 
desirous  to  see  the  documents  on  which  these 
reports  were  grounded,  but  he  was  not  diraoted 
to  wait  very  long.  It  would  be  recidlcded 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Home 
waa  hostile  to  the  iostitutiDn.  They  nuaht  not 
therefore  see  the  importance  of  expeditug  the 
printing,  aa  the  other  «de  did.  At  any  rate,  it 
was  not  a  sul»ect  over  which  the  Senate  bad 
any  control.  He  hoped  the  papers  mi^t  be 
expected  without  any  further  delay.  Hs  wh 
not  williug  to  push  the  disouaaion  against  the 
inclinations  of  Senators,  but  he  was  unwilling 
to  put  off  the  discussion  too  far.  He  ws*  will- 
ing to  go  into  exeoative  bnrineaa  this  aftaniMO, 
to  give  time  for  the  documents  to  be  fiimitbaL 
But  he  could  not  consent  to  put  this  qaeaitoa 
aside.  It  was  late  in  the  seesion ;  they  lisd 
reached  the  usual  period  of  adJoiiiiu"^'-  ^ 
long  notice  had  been  given,  and  he  was  anxieos 
that  the  discussion  should  now  proceed,  with- 
out interruption,  until  its  termination. 

Mr.  Gbdndt  said  he  entirely  concurred  with 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  as  to  the  im- 

Krtance  of.  going  on  with  this  discossion :  ud 
hoped  the  Senate  would  go  into  executive 
bnsiness  until  the  docomenta  ahgoLl  be  tta- 

TaDBBDA.T,  May  24. 
A  resolution  offered  yeeteiday  by  Ur.  Rot- 
BINS,  referring  it  to  the  Committee  en  thel^ 
brary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erertiii|t 
an  eqnestnan  statue  of  Washington,  eieccM 
m  bronze,  in  the  square  east  of  the  capitoI,  wH 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 


Fridat,  May  2S. 
Saltimore  and  Ohio  BaUroad—SutMtiftim  tc 

Mr.  CHutRMs  moved  that  the  Senate  uke 
up  the  bill  to  anthorize  a  subscription  t«  tte 
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■tadc  of  the  Baltimore  and  Oblo  ItoUroad,  uid 
nk«d  for  tbe  jeaa  ud  nays,  which  w«re  ordered. 

The  qnenioa  being  taken,  the  remit  was  as 
foUowi: 

Tub. — Uemn.  Bdl,  Chamben,  Claj,  Clajton, 
DiBu,  EwiDg,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  JohnstoD, 
Kiight,  Nsadain,  Robbiiu,  Rng|^  SUsbee,  Smith, 
Epngus,  White,  WllUns— 18. 

lii.1t. — Kececs.  Beaton,  Brawn,  Foot,  Felinghu  j- 
•H,  Qnnd;,  Hsyiie,  HUl,  King,  Hangum,  Marcj, 
IGUsr,  Moora,  Pcdndeiler,  FradtiK,  BoUdsoii,  8ej- 
Doar,  Tlpcoo,  Tomtinaon,  Troup,  Wagpinaii, 
White— SI. 

Bank  nf  iU  United  Slaltt—Stekartm: 
The  9«nate  reanmed  the  consideradon  of  the 
bOl  to  continue  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Ur.  WaascsB  said:  A  considerable  por- 
tioD  of  the  Active  pait  of  life  has  elapsed, 
■iiica  you  and  I,  Vr.  Presidant,  (Mr.  0*1- 
aoDS,)  and  tbrM  or  four  other  ^Dtleraen  now 
in  the  Senate,  acted  oor  respective  parts  in  the 
panage  of  the  bill  creatJng  the  present  Bank  of 
the  0iuted  Stat«a.  We  have  lived  to  little  par- 
pose,  as  pablio  men,  if  the  experience  of  this 
periud  has  not  enlightened  oor  judgmenta,  and 
cssbled  ns  to  revise  onr  opinions ;  and  to  oor- 
ract  anj'  errors  into  which  we  may  have  Callen, 
if  moh  errors  there  were,  either  in  regard  to 
Um  niiei«l  utility  of  a  national  bank,  or  Qie 
detauBof  it*  oonstitiitioa.  I  tmst  it  will  not 
U  uDbecoming  the  occasion,  if  I  allude  to  jonr 
own  importMit  ageucj'  in  that  transaction.  The 
bill  ioeorporating  the  bank,  and  giving  it  a 
coostitation,  proceeded  firom  a  Oommittee  of 
tha  Honse  of  BepresentMJTes,  of  which  ;on 
«sie  chairman,  and  was  condaoted  throngh 
that  Hoose  nnder  yotir  diatiognished  lead. 
HiTioK  recently  looked  back  to  the  prooeed- 
bgi  of  that  daj,  I  must  be  permitted  to  ss; 
thst  I  have  perused  the  speech  ij  which  the 
nbjeet  was  lotrodnoed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  with  s  revival  of  the  feeling 
of  ipprobatioEt  and  pleasure  with  which  I 
Lesra  it ;  and  I  will  add,  that  it  woald  not, 
psrh^M,  now,  be  easy  to  find  a  bett^"  brief  sy- 
Dopeb  of  those  principles  of  currency  and  of 
bsoJung,  which,  since  they  spring  from  the  na- 
tare  of  money  and  of  commerce,  must  be  esaen- 
ttally  the  same,  at  sJl  timea,  in  all  commercial 
commonities,  than  that  speech  contains.  The 
ether  gentlemen  now  with  ns  in  the  Senate,  all 
or  them,  I  believe,  concurred  with  the  chair- 
niso  of  the  oonunittee,  and  voted  for  the  bill. 
Uy  own  vote  was  agunst  it.  This  is  a  matter 
cf  little  importance;  bnt  it  is  connected  with 
other  drconutances,  to  which  I  wilL  for  a  ma- 
meat,  advert.  The  gentiemen  witn  whom  I 
acted  on  that  occasion,  had  no  doubts  of  the 
ooDstitntiooal  power  of  Congress  to  establish  s 
Datiooal  bank ;  nor  had  we  any  doubts  of  the 
geoeral  utility  of  an  institutioti  of  that  kind. 
ne  had,  indeed,  most  of  as,  voted  for  a  honk, 
at  a  preceding  session.  But  the  object  of  oui 
rsgonl  WBs  not  whatever  might  be  called  a 
bwk.  We  required  that  it  should  be  establish- 


ed on  certain  principles,  which  alone  we  deem- 
ed safe  and  oaefnl,  made  aal^eot  to  certain  fixed 
liabilities,  and  so  gnarded  that  it  oonld  neither 
move  volantarily,  nor  be  moved  by  others 
out  of  its  proper  sphere  of  action.  The  bill, 
when  first  introduced,  oontdned  features,  to 
which  we  should  never  have  assented,  and  we 
set  ourselves  accordingly  to  worlc  with  a  good 
deal  of  seal,  ia  order  to  effect  sondry  amend- 
ments. Id  some  of  those  proposed  amend- 
ments the  churmao,  and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  finally  concnrred.  Others  they  opposed. 
The  result  was,  that  several  most  important 
amendments,  as  I  thought,  prevailed.  Bnt 
there  still  remuned,  in  my  opinion,  objections 
to  the  bill,  which  Jnstified  a  persevering  oppo- 
sition till  they  should  be  removed. 

The  influence  of  the  bank,  Mr.  President,  on 
the  interests  of  the  Oovemment,  and  the  inter- 
uste  of  the  people,  may  be  considered  in  sev- 
eral points  of  view.  It  may  be  regarded  as  it 
affects  the  currency  of  the  country ;  as  it 
affects  the  collection  and  disbnrseraent  of  the 
public  revenue ;  as  itrespects  foreign  exchangee; 
as  it  respects  domestic  exchanges ;  and  as  it 
affects,  either  generally  or  locally,  the  an4cnl- 
ture,  commerce,  or  manofacturee  of  the  Union. 

First,  08  to  the  enrrency  of  the  country.  Thia 
ia,  at  ^  times, amost important  poUtioal object 
A  sound  onrrenoj  ia  an  essential  and  indispensa- 
ble eecnrity  for  the  fruits  of  indnstry  and  honest 
enterprise.  Every  man  of  property  or  indus- 
try, erery  man  who  desires  to  preserve  what  he 
honestly  possesses,  or  to  obtain  what  he  can 
honestly  earn,  has  a  direct  int«reet  in  muntain- 
ing  a  safe  circulatuig  mediotn ;  saoh  a  medium 
as  shall  be  a  real  and  anbatantiol  representative 
of  property,  not  liable  to  vibrate  with  opin- 
ions, not  sntyect  to  be  blown  up  or  blown 
down  by  the  breath  of  speculation,  but  made 
stable  and  aeonre,  by  its  immediate  relation  to 
that  which  the  whole  world  regards  as  of  per- 
maneut  value.  A  disordered  currency  is  one 
of  the  greatest  of  political  evils.  It  under- 
mines the  virtues  necessary  for  the  support  of 
the  social  system,  and  enconrsEee  propenutiea 
destructive  of  its  happinesa.  It  wars  against 
indnstry,  frogality,  and  economy ;  and  it  foa- 
tera  the  evil  spirits  of  extravagance  and  specu- 
lation. Of  all  the  contrivances  for  cheating 
the  laboring  classes  of  mankind,  none  has  been 
more  effectual  than  that  which  deludes  them 
with  paper  m<Hiey.  This  is  the  most  effectual 
of  inventions  to  fertilize  the  rich  man's  field, 
by  the  sweat  of  the  poor  man's  brow.  Ordi- 
nary tyranny,  oppression,  excessive  taxation, 
these  bear  lightly  on  the  happiness  of  the  mass 
of  the  community,  compared  with  fraudoleat 
currendes,  and  the  robberies  committed  by  de- 
preciated paper.  Our  own  history  has  record- 
ed for  otir  instruction  enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  of  the  demoralizlog  tendency,  the  in- 
justice, and  the  intolerable  oppression  on  the 
virtuous  and  well-disposed,  of  s  degraded  paper 
currency,  authorized  by  law,  or  any  way  ooun- 
teoanced  by  GovemmeDt. 
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We  all  know,  At,  that  tbe  establish  ment  of  a 
■OQtid  and  nnlform  carrancj  was  one  of  the 
great  enda  ooatemplated  tn  the  adoption  of  the 
present  eonstitation.  If  we  conla  now  fall; 
explore  all  the  motives  of  those  who  framed, 
and  those  who  supported  it,  perhaps  we  shoald 
hardlj  find  a  more  powerfnl  one  than  this. 
The  otyect,  indeed,  ia  anfficlentJj  prominent  on 
the  face  of  the  constitution  ilself.  It  cannot 
well  be  qnestioned  that  it  was  intended  hy  that 
conatitution  to  submit  the  whole  subject  of  the 
cnrrenc;  of  the  coontry,  all  that  regards  the 
Bctnal  medium  of  payment  and  exchange, 
whatever  that  ahoala  be,  to  the  control  and 
legislation  of  Oongress.  Congress  can  alone 
com  monej;  Congress  can  alone  fix  the  value 
of  fbreign  coins.  No  State  can  coin  money  ; 
DO  State  can  flx  the  valne  of  foreign  coins ;  no 
State  (nor  even  Congress  itself)  can  make  an; 
thing  a  tender  but  gold  and  silver,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts;  no  State  can  emit  btUa  of  credit.. 
The  eidnaive  power  of  regulating  the  metallic 
onrrency  of  the  oonntry  would  seem  necessa- 
rily to  imply,  or,  more  properly,  to  inclnde,  as 
part  of  itself  a  power  to  decide  how  far  Uiat 
cnrreney  should  be  eiclnsive,  how  far  any  sab- 
Btitnte  shonid  interfere  with  it,  and  what  that 
snbstitnte  should  be.  The  generality  and  ex- 
tent of  the  power  granted  to  Congress,  and  the 
clear  and  well-doined  prohibitions  on  the 
States,  leave  little  doubt  of  en  intent  to  reecue 
the  whole  anbjeot  of  cnrreney  from  the  hands 
of  local  legislation,  and  to  confer  it  on  the 
General  Government.  Bnt,  notwithstanding 
tliis  apparent  purpose  in  the  constitution,  the 
trnth  is,  that  the  cnrreney  of  the  country  is 
now,  to  a  very  great  extent,  practically  and 
effectnally  nnder  the  control  of  the  several 
State  Qovemments ;  if  it  be  not  more  correct 
to  say  thatitisnnder  the  control  of  the  banking 
institutions  created  by  the  States ;  for  the 
States  seem  first  to  have  taken  possession  of 
thepower,  and  then  to  have  delegated  it. 

Whether  the  States  can  constitutionally  ei- 
eroise  this  power,  or  delegate  it  to  others^  is  a 
point  which  I  do  not  intend,  at  present,  either 
to  concede  or  to  argue.  It  is  mnch  to  be  hoped 
that  no  controversy  on  the  point  may  ever  be- 
come neceesary.  But  it  is  a  matter  highly  de- 
serving of  consideration,  that,  although  clothed 
by  the  constitution  wito  exclusive  power  over 
the  metallic  currency,  Congress,  nnless  through 
.  the  agency  of  a  bank  established  by  its  author- 
ity, has  no  control  whatever  over  that  which, 
in  the  character  of  a  mere  representative  of 
the  metallic  currency,  fills  up  almost  all  the 
channels  of  pecuniary  circulation. 

In  the  absence  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  State  banks  become  effectually  the 
regulators  of  the  public  cnrreney.  Their  num- 
bers, th^  capital,  and  the  interests  connected 
with  them,  give  them,  in  that  state  of  things, 
a  power  which  nothing  ia  competent  to  con- 
trot.  We  saw,  therefore,  when  the  late  war 
broke  out,  and  when  there  was  no  national 
bank  la  being,  that  the  State  institutions,  of 


among  themselves,  under  tbe  gentle  phrase  d 
snspending  specie  payments  everywhere  sontli 
(^  Kew  England,  refused  payment  of  theli 
notes.  They  were  not  called  to  answer  for  this 
violation  of  their  cLartera,  as  far  as  I  remem- 
ber, in  any  one  State.  They  pleaded  the 
ni^ency  of  the  occasion,  and  the  public  du- 
tresses ;  and  in  this  apology  the  State  Goveni- 
ments  acquiesced.  Congress,  at  the  same  timi^ 
found  itself  in  an  awkward  predicameoL  It 
held  the  whole  power  over  ooins.  No  State, 
or  State  instithtion,  could  give  circulation  tosa 
onnce  of  gold  or  of  diver,  not  sanctioned  bj 
Congress.  Yet  all  the  Stales,  and  a  hnndred 
State  institutions,  claimed  and  exercised  the 
right  of  driving  coin  out  of  rirculation  b;  the 
iutrodnctioo  of  their  own  paper ;  and  tbea  of 
depreciating  and  degrading  that  pfli>er,  b;  re- 
fusing to  redeem  it.  As  they  were  not  invita- 
tions created  by  this  Government,  they  were 
not  answerable  to  it.  Congress  could  not  ctU 
them  to  account,  and,  if  it  oonld,  Coogrtet  bad 
bank  of  its  own,  whose  circnlatun  ooold 
of  tbe  commnnity. 
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the'snhstantial  constituent,  waa,  and  v 
mitted  to  he,  subject  only  to  the  eootrol  of 
Congreaa ;  but  paper,  assuming  to  be  a  ttpre- 
sentative  of  this  constituent,  waa  taking  peat 
libertiea  with  it,  at  the  same  time  that  it  wu 
no  way  amenable  to  its  constituiional  gnaidiio. 
This  suspension  of  specie  paymente  was  of 
course  immediately  followed  hy  great  deprecia- 
tion of  the  paper.  It  shortly  fell  ao  low,  that 
a  hill  on  Boston  conid  not  be  purchased  at 
Washington  under  an  advance  of  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  per  cent.  I  do  not  mean  to  re- 
flect on  the  proceedings  of  the  State  banb. 
Perhaps  their  best  justification  Is  to  be  foeed  in 
the  readiness  with  which  Goremment  iuelf 
borrowed  of  them  their  paper,  depreciated  is 
it  was ;  but  it  certainly  beeomee  us  to  regard, 
attentively,  this  part  of  our  experience,  and  te 
guard,  as  fJH'  as  we  can,  agunst  similar  oecir- 

I  am  of  opinion,  sir,  that  a  well-conducted 
national  bani  has  an  exceedingly  useful  sod 
efi^tive  operation  on  the  general  paper  drco- 
latiOQ  of  the  country.  I  think  its  tendent?  is 
manifeetiy  to  restrain,  within  e«Hne  bounds,  tbe 
paper  issues  of  other  institutions.  If  it  be 
said,  on  the  other  hand,  that  these  institation* 
in  turn  hold  in  check  the  issues  of  the  national 
bank,  BO  much  the  better.  Let  that  check  go 
to  its  full  extent.  An  over-issne  by  tbe  bant 
itself  no  one  can  desire.  But  it  b  pltin  that, 
by  holding  the  State  institntions,  which  come 
into  immediate  contact  with  itadf  and  iu 
brant^es,  to  an  accountability  for  their  issues, 
not  yearly  or  qnarterly^  but  dally  and  houriy, 
an  important  restrunt  is  exercised.  Be  it  re- 
membered, always,  that  what  it  Is  to  expect 
from  others,  it  is  to  perform  itself;  and  that  its 
own  paper  is  at  all  times  to  turn  into  coin  by 
the  first  touch  of  its  own  counter. 

But,  Hz.  President,  so  important  isthisaoN 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  C0N0BES3. 


Bamt  of  lie  U»it*d  Slata—RaAantr. 


[SUAI 


jtct,  tbat  I  think  that,  &r  from  dimmishiDg, 
ire  OD^t  rather  to  Increase  and  maltiply  oar 
K<niril]e9 ;  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  bbj  tbat, 
erea  wtlh  the  continuance  of  the  bank  charter, 
Vd  under  ita  wisest  administration,  I  regard 
tlie  rt»te  of  onr  cnrrencj  as  entirely  safe.  It 
ii  erident  to  me  that  the  general  paper  eircnU- 
tion  hu  been  extended  too  far  for  the  specie 
ton)  OD  which  it  rests.  Our  ejalem,  as  a  s/h- 
ton,  dispeoBCS  too  far,  in  my  jndgment,  with  the 
me  of  gold  and  silver.  Having  learned  the  ase  of 
piper  at  a  sobatitutfl  for  specie,  we  use  the  sub- 
aitnta,  I  fear,  too  freely.  It  ia  trae  that  onr 
dnnlating  paper  b  all  redeemable  in  gold  and 
■Qrer.  Le^lj  speaking,  it  is  all  convertible 
intu  specie  at  the  will  of  the  holder.  Bnt  a 
merelegal  conTertibilityiflnolsnfficient.  There 
most  be  an  actual,  practical,  never-oeaaing  con- 
tertibilitr.  This,  I  think,  is  not,  at  present, 
niffidentiy  gecnfed :  and,  as  it  ia  a  matter  of 
bich  interest,  it  well  deserves  the  serions  con- 
liaeration  of  the  Senate.  The  paper  circula- 
tion of  tbe  conntry  ia,  at  this  time,  probably 
Kreaty-flve  or  eighty  milliona  of  dollars.  Of 
qiecie,  w«  m^  have  twenty  or  twenty-two 
millions ;  and  this,  principally,  in  masses  In 
tbe  vaults  of  the  banks.  Vow,  sir,  this  is  a 
stue  of  things  wbicb,  in  my  judgment,  leads 
etnntantly  to  overtrading,  and  to  the  oonse- 
Qoeat  exoessee  and  revulsions  which  so  often 
oiAorb  tbe  regular  oonrse  of  commercial  affairs. 
A  drtnlation,  condsting  in  so  great  a  degree  of 
piper,  is  easily  expended,  to  farniah  temporary 
rapital  to  such  as  wish  to  adventure  on  new 
enterprises  in  trade ;  and  the  collection  in  the 
binks  of  most  of  what  epecie  there  b  in  the 
coQutry  affords  all  posrible  facility  for  its  ex- 
portatioo.  Hence,  overtrading  does  frequently 
prcnr,  and  is  always  followed  by  an  inconven- 
ient, sometimes  by  a  dangerons,  reduction  of 
tpwie.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  look  to  the  pm- 
Uace  of  banks  for  an  eSectaal  security  against 
overtrading.  The  directora  of  such  institutions 
*D1  generally  go  to  the  length  of  their  means 
ia  casbins  good  notes,  and  leave  the  borrower 
to  fudge  for  hiiQself  of  the  useful  employment 
of  his  money.  Nor  would  a  competent  seonr- 
ity  1081081  overtrading  be  always  obtained,  if 
the  bftuka  were  to  oon&ie  their  discounts, 
etrieUy,  bo  business  ^aper,  so  denominated: 
diat  is,  to  notes  and  billa  which  represent  real 
innsactions,  having  been  given  and  received 
w  tbe  acbual  purchase  and  sale  of  mcrcUBU- 
dise^  because  these  transactions  themselves  may 
be  loo  &r  extended.  In  other  words,  more 
nuy  be  bought  than  the  wants  of  the  commu- 
oftf  require,  on  a  specnlative  caloulation  of 
(ntore  price«.  ICen  naturally  have  a  good 
otMoion  of  theur  own  sagacity.  He  who  be- 
lieves mercbondiae  ia  about  to  rise  in  price,  will 
tmy  merchoDdiaejif  he  possesses  money,  or  can 
obt«n  credit  The  fact  of  actual  purchase, 
tberefore,  is  not  proof  of  a  really  subsisting 
want  \  and  of  coucse  the  amount  of  all  pur- 
chasee  doea  not  correspond  always  with  the 
entire  wontA  or  neceaaities  of  the  oommimity. 
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Too  freqaentiy  it  very  much  exceeds  tbat  ineas- 
ore.  If,  then;  the  discretion  of  the  bankn,  ex- 
ercised in  deciding  the  amount  of  their  dis- 
counts, is  not  a  proper  security  against  over- 
trading ;  if  facility  lu  obtaining  bank  credits 
naturally  fosters  Uiat  spirit ;  if  tbe  desire  of 
^in  and  love  of  enterprise  constantly  cherish 
It ;  and  if  It  finds  specie  collected  in  the  banka 
inciting  exportation,  what  is  the  remedy  suited 
and  adeqnate  to  the  case?  Now,  I  think,  ur, 
that  a  closer  inquiry  into  the  direct  source  of 
the  evil  vrill  suggest  the  remedy.  Why  have 
we  so  small  au  amount  of  specie  in  droulation  ? 
Certdnly  the  only  reason  is,  because  we  do  not 
require  more,  we  have  but  to  ask  its  pres- 
ence, and  it  would  retnm.  But  we  volontaiilr 
banish  it  by  the  great  amount  of  small  bank 
notes.  In  most  of  the  States  the  banks  issue 
notes  of  all  low  denominations,  down  even  to 
a  single  dollar.  How  is  it  possible,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  retun  specie  in  clroolation? 
AU  experience  shows  it  to  be  impossible.  The 
paper  will  take  the  place  df  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver. When  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  ;-ear  iTflT,  pro- 
posed in  Parliament  to  authonze  the  Bonk  of 
England  to  isane  one  pound  not«s,  Mr.  Burke 
lay  sick  at  Bath  of  an  illness  from  which  he 
never  recovered ;  and  he  is  said  to  have  writ- 
ten to  the  late  Mr.  Canning,  "Tell  Mr.  Pitt 
that  if  he  consents  to  the  issuing  of  one  poond 
notes,  he  most  never  expect  to  see  a  guinea 
again." 
Tbe  one  pound  notes  were  issued,  and  the 

Saineos  disappeared.  A  similar  cause  is  pro- 
ucing  now  a  precisely  similar  effect  with  ns. 
Small  notes  have  expelled  dollars  and  half  dol- 
lars from  circulation  in  all  the  States  in  which 
such  notes  are  issued.  On  the  other  hand,  dol- 
lars and  half  dollars  abound  in  those  States 
which  have  adopted  a  wiser  and  safer  ^licy. 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,.  Maryland,  Lomsiaua, 
and  some  other  States,  I  think  seven  in  all,  do 
not  allow  their  banks  to  issue  notes  under  five 
dollars.  Every  traveller  notices  tbe  difference 
when  he  passes  from  one  of  these  States  into 
those  where  small  notes  are  allowed.  The  evil, 
then,  is  the  issuing  of  small  notes  by  State 
banks.  Of  these  notes,  that  b  to  say,  of  notes 
under  five  dollars,  the  amount  now  in  circula- 
tion is  doubtless  eight  or  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Can  these  notes  be  withdrawn  t  If  they 
can,  their  place  will  be  Immediately  supplied 
by  a  specie  circulation  of  equal  amount.  The 
object  is  a  great  one,  as  it  b  connected  with 
the  safety  and  stability  of  the  currency,  and' 
may  well  Justify  a  serious  reflection  on  the 
means  of  acoomplishiug  it.  May  not  Confess 
and  the  State  Qoveruments,  acting,  not  united- 
ly, bat  severally  to  the  same  end,  easily  and 
quietly  attain  it)  I  think  they  may.  It  b  but 
for  other  States  to  follow  tbe  good  example  of 
those  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  work  b 
done.  As  an  inducement  to  the  States  to  do 
this,  I  propose,  in  the  present  bill,  to  reserve 
to  Congress  a  power  of  withdrawing  from  cir- 
culation a  pretty  large  part  of  the  iasnes  of  the 
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Bank  of  the  TlDited  Statei.  T  propoBe  this,  m 
that  tiie  Stata  banlu  ma;  withdraw  their  ntutll 
Dotes,  and  find  their  oompeofatioD  in  a  larger 
circulation  of  tboBe  oi  a  liiglier  denomination. 
M;  proposition  will  be,  that,  at  any  time  afl«r 
the  expiration  of  the  existing  charter  of  the 
bank,  that  ia,  after  1838,  Congresa  may,  if  it 
see  fit,  restrain  the  bank  from  issuing  for 
lation  notea  or  bills  nnder  a  iriven  aan 
ten  or  twenty  dollars.  This  will  diminish  the 
circulation,  and  conseqaently  the  profits,  of  the 
bank ;  bat  it  is  of  less  importance  to  make  the 
hank  a  highly  profitable  institution  to  the 
■tockholders,  than  that  it  should  be  safe  and 
useful  to  the  community.  It  onght  notycer- 
tdnly,  to  be  restrained  from  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  ffur  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
discreet  use  of  ita  capital  in  banking  transac- 
tions ;  bat  the  leading  olgect,  alter  all,  in  its 
oontinnonce,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  not  private 
emolument,  bat  pnbUo  benefit. 

UcBsures,  therefore,  such  as  I  have  alluded 
to,  would  be  likely,  I  fear,  rather  to  aggravate, 
than  to  remedy  the  evil.  Ve  must  hope  that 
all  notes  nnder  five  dollars  may  be  entirely 
withdrawn  from  ciroalation,  by  U>e  consent  of 
the  States  and  the  State  honkS;  and  when  that 
shall  be  done,  tlieir  place  will  be  immediately 
supplied  with  specie.  We  should  then  receive 
on  accession  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  at  least, 
to  our  specie  circulation ;  and  those  ten  mil- 
lions will  find  their  place,  not  in  the  banks,  not 
collected  anywhere  m  large  masses,  but  in  con- 
stant use,  among  all  classes,  and  in '  hourly 
transfer  from  hand  to  hand.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  such  an  addition  would  give  great 
strength  to  onr  pecuniary  system,  discourage 
excessive  exportation  of  specie,  and  tend  to  re- 
strain and  correct  the  evils  of  overtrading. 
England  has  anplied  the  like  remedy  to  a  simi- 
lar evil,  thougn  she  hea  earned  the  restriction 
much  higher,  and  allowed  the  circnlation  of  no 
notes  for  less  gums  than  five  pounds  sterling. 

I  have  thought  this  subject,  Kr.  President,  of 
BO  much  importance,  oa  that  it  was  fit  to  present 
it,  »t  this  time,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. I  propose  to  do  no  more  at  present,  than  to 
insert  such  a  proviuon  as  I  have  described  in 
this  hill.  In  the  mean  time,  X  hope  the  matter 
nay  attract  the  attention  of  those  whose  ogen- 
OT  will  be  de^red  to  aocompUsh  the  general 
otject 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  nf  the 
bill  to  modify  and  continue  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Ur.  MooRB  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  on  additional  section,  providing  that  it 
ahoald  not  be  lawfnl  h>  establish  a  branch  in 
any  State  without  the  assent  of  that  State: 
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to  taxation,  in  like  manner  witli  that  of  the 
State  bank ;  and  that,  if  the  bank  doea  not  de- 
clare what  is  the  amount  of  such  et^titil,  it 
may  be  lawfnl  for  the  State  to  assnme  any  par- 
ticular snra  OS  the  amount  of  the  capital  Ifr.' 
M.  did  not  wish,  at  present,  to  press  the  con- 
sideration of  this  amendment,  and  he  moved 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Dallab  presumed  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  to  print,  i>rovided  it  did 
not  delay  the  discussion  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  print  woa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wbbstex  proceeded  to  say  that  yeattf- 
day  he  had  alluded  to  a  modification  contained 
in  the  seventh  section,  which  regarded  the  bo- 
nus to  be  pud  by  the  bank  for  its  eidnsive 
privileges.  That  section  provided  thst  the  bo- 
nus should  be  paid  in  three  annual  iuttolnmli^ 
of  |aOO,000  each.  He  would  move  that  it  be 
amended,  so  that  the  bank  should  pay,  by  wiy 
of  a  bonus,  on  annuity  or  yearly  sun  d 
$160,000,  each  and  every  year  during  its  term 
of  fifteen  years, 

Mr.  Mabot  inqaired  if  there  was  not  a  prop- 
osition before  tlie  oommittee,  from  a  very 
rbspectable  quarter  to  pay  a  bonus  of  three 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  charter  of  a  bonk. 

Mr.  Webstzk  answered  that  tiiere  was. 

Mr.  BiKTon  objected  to  the  payment  ef  uy 
bonus  whatever,  and,  in  lien  of  iLat  qteciea  of 
compensation,  expressed  his  opinion  tliat  Um 
proper  compensation  for  the  Mnk,  i»v<ided 
this  exclusive  privUege  was  Bold  to  it,  would 
be  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  on  loians  ud 
discounts.  A  reduction  of  interest  would  be 
felt  by  the  people ;  the  payment  of  a  boDU 
would  not  be  felt  by  them.  It  would  coma 
into  the  Treasury,  and  probably  be  UviAed 
immediately  on  some  schema,  poaeibly  nscM- 
stitutional  in  its  nature,  and  aeotional  la  its  ap- 
plication.   Be  was  not  in  favor  of  any  schew 


was  to  keep  money  out  6t  the  Trcwnrf ; 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a  surplus;  aid 
the  reception  of  this  bonus  would  go  to  tp^ 
vate  that  difficulty,  by  increasing  that  soipliK 
Kings  might  receive  bonuaea  for  aellin^  eidn- 
sive privileges  to  monopolixing  oomponMa.  Ia 
that  ease  his  subjects  would  Bear  tne  hns,  and 
he  would  receive  the  profit ;  but,  in  a  repaU>^ 
it  was  incomprehensible  that  the  people  abonld 
sell  to  a  company  the  privilege*  of  nuking 
money  out  of  themselves.  He  was  <^ipas«d  to 
the  grant  of  an  exclusive  privilege;  ba  wh 
opposed  to  the  sale  of  privilegea ;  but  if  giwt- 
ed,  or  sold,  ha  was  in  ftvor  of  receiving  tli« 
pnce  in  the  way  that  would  be  moat  beoeiiKitl 
to  the  whole  body  of  the  people ;  and,  in  tUi 
case,  a  reduction  of  interest  would  beet  acoem- 
plish  that  object  A  bank,  which  bad  tbe  ba>- 
eflt  of  the  credit  and  reveaae  of  the  Vattd 
States  to  bank  upon,  could  well  afibrd  to  otat* 
loans  and  discounts  for  less  than  «i  f*i  m>- 
turn.    Five  per  centum  would  be  high  inlerwt 


that  the  coital  of  snch  branch  shall  be  enl^eot  1  for  such  a  bank ;  and  he  had  no  ioiuA,  if  tio" 
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WK  illoived  for  the  application,  that  opplica- 
tiuos  coODgh  would  be  loade  to  take  the  char- 
ter apoQ  these  terms. 

Being  on  his  feet,  ill.  K  saii  he  would  again 
go  OQ  to  submit  some  reasonE  whj  the  qnestioa 
of  renewiog  the  btmk  charter  should  not  be  de- 
cided at  this  time.  He  did  not  ol^ect  to  dis- 
iNLssioQ.  It  was  through  discusuon  that  the 
people  were  reached.  Congresuonal  debates 
euited  and  fixed  their  attention,  i^iea  imparted 
to  them  iofonnatioD,  and  aided  them  in  reflect- 
ing back  their  wiahes  and  aentimenls  opon  their 
repmentstiTca.  He  applauded  the  Preudent 
for  baring  bronght  this  anbject  before  the  Con- 
ines and  the  people,  in  hia  three  annual  Mes- 
mga;  ha  was  well  aotiafiad  that  the  directom 
of  Che  bank  had  moved  their  apjilioation  at  the 
preaeat  time ;  he  had  no  ol^ection  even  to  the 
present  discoseioo,  except  that  it  detained  him 
bom  his  family,  and  consnmed  time  whioh  he 
wished  to  euploj  on  snl^eots  of  more  immedi- 
ate and  presdug  importance  to  his  constitu- 
cnt9 ;  but  he  took  a  clear  and  broad  distinction 
between  diacusaion  and  deciaion ;  and  as  dis- 
cusaion  should  alwajs  precede  decision,  and 
lei?e  a9  much  time  for  coosideratifHi  afterwards 
as  possible,  he  was  opposed  to  decision  now. 
There  was  certainly  no  necessity  for  it.  The 
bink  charter  had  four  yean  yet  to  ron,  and 
two  fears  after  that  to  continue  in  force  for 
vioding  Dp  its  affhirs ;  in  all,  six  years  before 
tUe  diKOlation  of  the  corporation :  and  if  be 
was  to  name  the  trne  appropriate  time  for  Oon- 
gtesa  to  make  ita  decision,  it  would  be  in  the 
two  years  which  intervened  between  the  expi- 
rstian  of  the  charter  and  the  dissolution  of  toe 
corporation;  tmd  this  would  remit  the  final 
deciiioQ  to  the  Congress  which  would  sit  be- 
tween 1836  and  1636.  The  stockholders  hod 
not  applied  for  the  recharter  at  this  session. 
Tbor  resolution,  adopted  in  triennial  meetino 
Uat  September,  authorized  the  president  and 
directors  to  apply  at  any  time  before  the  next 
triennial  meeting,  which  would  be  in  Septem- 
ber, 1834 ;  so  that,  according  to  the  resoln' ' 
of  tbe  stockholders,  there  were  yet  two 
MODI  of  OonCTesB  to  be  held  before  the  question 
need  be  dedaed. 

Kany  reasons  oppose  the  fnal  action  of  Oon- 
gnti  upon  this  snU^ect  at  the  present  time. 
We  are  exhaoated  witii  the  tedium,  if  not  with 
the  labor*  of  a  sis  months'  sesaion.  Oar  hearts 
and  minda  must  be  at  home,  though  our  bodies 
ire  here.  Mentally  and  bodily  we  are  noable 
to^ve  the  attention  and  consideration  to  this 
qantion,  which  the  magnitude  of  its  principles, 
toe  extent  and  variety  of  ita  detuls,  demand 
from  OS.  Other  snl^ects  of  more  immediate 
Urd  pressing  interest  most  be  thrown  aside,  to 
make  way  for  it.  The  reduction  of  the  price 
of  the  public  landa,  for  which  the  new  States 
have  been  petitioning  for  so  many  years,  and 
tbe  modification  of  the  tarifi',  the  continuance 
ot  which  seems  to  be  weakening  the  cement 
which  binds  this  Union  ttwether,  must  be  post- 
poned, and  poasibly  lost  Kir  the  session,  if  we 


go  on  with  the  bank  question.  Why  has  th« 
tariff  been  dropped  in  the  Senate  !  Every  one 
recollects  the  naste  with  which  that  subject 
was  taken  np  in  this  chamber;  how  it  was 
pushed  to  a  certain  point ;  and  how  suddenly 
and  gently  it  baa  given  way  to  tbe  bank  bill  I 
Is  there  any  union  of  interest — any  ooi^nno- 
tjon  of  forces — any  combined  plan  of  action — 
any  alliance,  oficnsive  or  defensive,  between 
the  United  States  Bank  and  the  American  sys- 
tem t  Certunly  they  enter  the  field  together, 
one  here,  the  other  yonder,  (pointing  to  the 
House  of  Bopreacntatives,)  and  leanng  a  clear 
stage  to  each  other,  they  press  at  once  upoa 
boui  winga,  and  announce  a  perfect  non-inter- 
fA'ence,  if  not  mutual  md,  in  the  double  victory 
which  is  to  be  achieved.  Why  have  the  two 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mannfiao- 
turee,  and  for  taking  vp  which  notices  have 
been  given,  why  are  they  so  suddenly,  so  easily, 
so  gently,  abandoned!  Why  is  the  land  bill, 
reported  by  the  same  committee,  and  a  pledge 
given  to  call  it  np  when  the  Committee  on  PubUo 
Landshad  made  their  conn terreport,alBO  suffered 
to  sleep  on  the  table  1  The  counter  report  is 
made;  itis{)rinted;  it  lies  on  every  table ;  why 
not  go  on  with  the  lands,  when  tlie  eetUement 
of  the  question  of  the  amount  of  revenue  to 
be  derived  from  that  source  precedes  the  tariff 
qaeetion,  and  most  be  settled  before  we  know 
how  mnoh  revenue  should  be  rused  from  im- 
ports) 

An  unfinished  Investigation  presented  an- 
other reason  for  delay  in  the  final  oation  of 
Congress  on  this  subject.  The  House  of  Bep- 
reaentatives  had  appointed  a  oommlttee  to  in- 
vestigate the  ofiairg  of  the  b&nk ;  they  had  pro- 
ceedol  to  the  limit  of  the  time  allotted  them ; 
had  reported  adversely  to  the  bank,  and  espe- 
cially a^Qst  the  renewing  of  the  charter  at 
this  session ;  and  had  urged  tbe  necessity  of  f  or- 
tber  examinations.  Wonld  tbe  Senate  proceed 
while  this  unfinished  inveatU ation  was  depend- 
ing in  the  Bouse )  Would  they  act  so  as  to 
limit  the  investigation  to  the  &w  weeks  which 
were  allowed  the  committee,  when  we  have 
from  four  to  six  years  on  hand  in  which  to 
m^e  it  t  The  reports  of  this  committee,  to 
the  amount  of  some  1G,000  copies,  had  been 
ordered  bv  the  two  Houses  of  Congreas,  to  be 
distributed  among  the  people.  For  what  pur- 
pose! Certainly  that  the  people  may  read 
them,  make  up  their  minds  upon  their  con- 
tents, and  oommanicate  their  sentiments  to 
their  representatives.  But  these  reports  are 
not  yet  distributed ;  tiiey  are  not  yet  read  by 
the  people ;  and  why  order  this  distribution 
without  waiting  for  its  effects,  when  there  is  so 
much  time  on  hand  I  Why  treat  the  people 
with  this  mockery  of  a  pretended  consultation. 
while  proceeding  to  aat  before  they  can  read 
what  we  have  ordered  to  be  sent  to  themi 
Nay,  more,  the  very  documents  upon  which 
the  reports  are  fonoded  are  ^et  nnprintedl 
The  Senate  is  actually  pushed  mto  this  discus- 
sion, without  having  seen  the  evideaoe  which 
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pnnted  for  the  ose  of  ita  members 

The  dMiBioa  of  tMs  qneation,  coDtinaed  Ur. 
B.,  does  not  belong  to  this  CoDgres^  bnl  to  the 
OongresB  which  will  be  eleclM  onaer  the  new 
oeoBUB  of  1S80.  It  looked  to  him  like  nsnrpa- 
tioQ  for  this  OoDgreis  to  seize  upon  t,  qneation 
of  this  magnitude  which  need  not  be  decided 
nutil  the  new  and  fn]]  repraseDtation  of  the 
people  comea  in,  and,  if  decided,  the  decision 
of  which  is  irrevocable,  though  it  cannot  take 
effect  ontll  ieS6,  that  is  to  say,  until  three 
yean  after  the  new  and  fall  representation 
woold  be  in  power.  What  Congress  is  thig} 
It  is  the  apportionment  of  1S20,  foTmed  on  a 
popolation  of  ten  millions  of  people.  It  is  Jost 
goin^  oat  of  exiat«nce.  A  new  Congress,  ap- 
portioned apon  a  representation  of  thirteen 
millions,  is  already  provided  for  bj  law,  and 
after  the  4th  of  March  next — within  nine 
months  from  this  da; — will  be  in  power^aod 
entitled  to  their  seats  where  we  now  sit.  That 
Congress  will  contain  thirt;  members  more 
than  the  present.  Uillions  of  people  are  now 
unrepresented,  who  will  be  then  represented. 
The  West  alone  loses  twenty  Totesl— in  the 
West  alone,  a  milUon  of  people  lose  their  voice 
in  the  deouion  of  this  question  I  And  why  ? 
What  esonset  What  necessity  F  What  plea 
for  this  sudden  haste  which  interrupts  on  on- 
finished  iuveBtigation,^ts  aside  the  immediate 
business  of  the  people,  and  usurps  the  rights  of 
onr  snocessoret    Ko  plea  in  the  world,  except 


diately  gratified.  If  charters  were  to  be  grant- 
ed, it  shoald  be  with  as  little  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  posterity — with  as  little  encroach- 
ment npoa  the  privileges  of  onr  successors,  as 
possible.  Once  in  ten  years,  and  that  at  the 
GOmmenoement  of  each  full  representation  un- 
der a  new  censos,  would  be  ue  most  proper 

Ifr.  B.  had  nothmg  to  do  with  motives.    Ee 

leither  preferred  accotaUons, 


eyes  upon  facts,  and  to  close  up  his  reason 
ogsJQst  the  deduoUon  of  inevitable  iufer^ces. 
lae  Presidential  election  was  at  hand — it 
wontd  come  on  in  four  months — and  here  was 
a  question  which,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  muit 
affect  that  election — in  the  opinion  of  some, 
nay  deoide  it — which  is  pressed  on  for  decision 
four  years  before  it  is  necessary  to  deoide  it, 
and  six  years  before  it  ought  to  be  decided. 
Why  this  sudden  pressure)  Is  it  to  throw  the 
bant  bill  into  the  hands  of  the  Present,  to 


the  President  under  a  cross  flre  from  the  opi 
site  banks  of  the  Potomac  Biver?  He  (Mr.  B.) 
knew  nothing  about  that  veto,  but  be  knew 
•omeUiiJig  of  human  nature,  and  something  of 
the  rights  of  the  people  nnder  our  repreeenta- 
tive  Sata  of  Qovemmenti  and  he  would  be 


[IUt,  183). 

free  to  say  that  a  veto  which  would  stop  ti» 
encroachment  of  a  minority  of  Congreia  apoa 
the  rights  of  its  soccessors — which  would  wrest 
a  frishtfiil  act  of  legislative  usurpation— which 
would  retrieve  for  the  people  the  right  of  de- 
liberation, and  of  action — wluch  woold  arrest 
the  overwhelming  progress  of  a  gigantic  mon- 
eyed institution — which  would  prevent  Ohio 
from  being  deprived  of  five  votca,  Indians  from 
losing  four,  Tennessee  four,  Illinois  two,  Ala- 
bama two,  Eentuoky,  Missisuppi  and  Missouri 
one  each — which  woold  save  sia  votes  to  Stw 
York  and  two  to  Pennsylvania ;  a  veto,  in 
short,  which  wonld  protect  the  rights  i^  t«a 
millions  of  people,  now  unrepresented  ui  Cod- 
gress,  would  be  sn  act  of  constitution il  JBstiM 
to  the  people,  which  on^t  to  raise  the  Fres- 
dent,  and  certainly  would  nuse  him,  Ui  a  higher 
deeree  of  favor  in  the  eetimation  of  eveiy  rs- 
publican  citixen  of  the  community  than  b«  tiov 
enjoyed.  By  passing  on  the  charter  now,  Goo- 
greas  wonld  lose  all  check  and  ooDtrol  over  the 
instjtution  for  tbe  four  years  it  had  yet  to  nm. 
The  pendency  of  the  question  waaarodoTtr 
its  head  for  these  four  years;  to  dedde  tbe 
question  now,  is  to  free  it  from  all  restnio^ 
and  turn  it  loose  to  play  what  part  it  plMted 
affairs — elections,  State,  ledeial,  ud 


show  the  inexpediency  of  final  action  npoa  tliit 
question  at  present ;  but  he  had  another  hmm 
to  giv.e,  of  a  nature  eatirely  differut  fron 
those  be  had  urged,  and  one  which  waseodtkd 
to  the  oonsideration,  not  only  of  the  peiqile'i 
representatives  here,  but  of  ^e  people  thent- 
selves  at  home.  It  was  a  reason  whidi  woold 
address  itself  to  that  portion  of  the  people,  sud 
their  representatives,  who  were  in  faTor  of  Btr 
tional  banking,  but  not  wedded  to  the  prewnt 
British  monarchial  bank,  miscalled  Bank  of  lb« 
United  States.  He  alluded  to  the  eataUish- 
ment  of  several  American  banka,  with  moder- 
ate capitals,  and  without  exeluaive  privikie^ 
to  be  located  in  the  diSbrent  wciiMU  of  il>i> 
Union,  and  to  supersede  and  succeed  the  pres- 
ent gigantic  institntioQ.  This  waa  the  plio  of 
Mr.  Madison.  He  suggested  it  in  his  qwed 
in  tbe  House  of  £epreseatativea,  in  tin  ytir 
ITBl,  against  the  eetablishmeot  of  the  fint 
United  States  Bank,  and  recommended  it  ia 
the  consideration  of  those  who  wen  dete^ 
mined  to  embark  the  United  Btttes  in  the 
banking  career,  he  lumeelf  being  cf^osed  te 
any  banks ;  hut  if  there  was  one,  h«  iniisud 
there  ought  to  be  several.  The  geaios  of  our 
republican  Government,  the  equal  privilegex/ 
the  people,  the  extent  of  our  ooontry,  the 
divertdty  of  our  pursuits,  and  our  ibltMreiiae 
of  monopoliee,  would  all  require  the  nnltipli- 
cation  and  difFhaion  of  banks,  if  there  wis  ■ 
single  one.  Mr.  Madison  complained  of  lb* 
proneneas  of  oar  statesmen  to  oopy.Eo^ish  ex- 
amples, without  coDsidering  the  difference  be- 
tween the  genius  of  the  Bngluih  Govenupeot 
and  our  own.    Theira  was  a  monarchy ;  oon  i 
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icpablie:  theln  preferred  a  ^g^e  baok,  with 
enormcraa  power  utd  eitonaive  privilegea,  be- 
ouM  it  favored  the  coDoentration  of  wealth 
ud  power  in  the  hands  of  a  few ;  onrs  (if  it 
tdmitted  of  any  bank)  would  require  wveral, 
beciiue  it  abhorred  eioluslve  privileges,  aod 
mraired  tiie  diffoEion  of  wealth  and  power, 
ind  the  eqaal  distribntion  of  benefltq,  aa  well 
u  bnideos,  to  all  parts  of  the  Union.  The 
Mggcition  of  Mr.  Madison  had  appeared  to 
turn  (At.  B.)  to  be  eminentt;  inat  and  proper 
fmn  the  time  that  he  first  read  it ;  and  he  had 
been  eotirely  oonfirmed  in  that  opinion,  and 
eoDvinced  of  the  advantage  of  several  banks 
Ota  one,  (if  there  are  to  be  any,)  even  in  a 
nwaarehy,  bjr  ti'soing  and  comparing  the  his- 
toiT  of  the  Utree  Swttish  banks  with  the  sin- 
tie  British  bulk.  Id  reading  this  history,  he 
had  seen  the  advantage  of  cheoking  powers  in 
bttikiiig  Goremnienta  aa  well  as  in  political 
Governments.  The  tiiree  Scottish  banks  had 
b«Id  each  other  in  check,  had  proceeded  mod- 
entdf  in  all  their  operations,  condnct«d  their 
bnsiaesa  regQlaTlj-  and  pmdentl;,  and  always 
kept  themselves  in  a  condition  to  face  their 
erectors;  wUile  the  single  English  bank,  hav- 
tagnd  check  frmn  rival  institntions,  ran  riot  in 
flt*  wantoDoeei  of  its  own  nnbridled  power, 
deluging  the  oonntr?,  when  it  pleased,  with 
p^er,  and  filling  it  with  specnlntion  and  ei- 
tnvaaanoe;  drawing  in  agun  when  it  pItMued, 
«nd tiling  it  with  bao^raptcy  and  pauperism; 
otUa  bwiBoendins  its  limits,  and  twice  stop- 
ping payment,  and  once  tor  a  period  of  twenty 
je*i«.  There  can  be  no  qnaetion  of  the  incom- 
parable snperiority  of  the  Scottish  banking  sys- 
ttra  over  uie  English  banking  system,  even  in 
a  monarchy;  and  this  has  been  ofScially  an- 
nounced to  the  Bank  of  England  by  the  British 
ITmistry,  as  br  back  as  the  year  183S,  with  the 
snthentio  declaration  that  the  English  system 
of  banking  mnst  be  assimilated  to  the  Scottish 
rrttem,  and  that  her  eiolunre  privilege  coold 
never  bo  renewed.  This  was  done  In  a  oorre- 
■poodence  between  the  Esrl  of  Liverpool,  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Hr.  Eobinson,  Ohan- 
eellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  one  side,  and  the 
Governor  and  Depnty  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
Eo^and  on  the  other.  In  their  letter  of  the 
18(h  January,  1820,  the  two  Ministers,  advert- 
faig  to  Uie  Tb/cA  ot  the  stoppage  of  payment,  and 
rmated  convnlnons  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
mile  the  Bootti^  banks  had  been  wholly  free 
from  snob  calamities,  declared  their  convii  * 
that  tbere  exists  an  nnsonnd  and  delosive  , 
tem  of  banUng  in  England,  and  a  sonnd  and 
Mtid  sTrtem  in  Sootland !  And  they  gave  the 
odteial  BSBoranoe  of  the  British  Oovemment, 
that  neitiier  hk  Majesty's  Ministers,  nor  Parlia- 
nxol,  wonld  ever  agree  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  England  with  their  exclusive 
privil^ea  I  Exolosive  privileges,  they  aaid, 
were  ont  of  faahioa  1  Nor  is  it  renewed  to 
^is  day,  thongh  the  charter  is  within  nine 
months  of  ita  expintliiMi  t 


In  the  peonliar  eicellence  of  the  Scottish 
plan,  lie  a  few  plain  and  obviona  principlea, 
closely  reUtod  to  repnblican  ideas.  First.  No 
exclasive  privileges.  Secondly.  Three  inde- 
pendent banks  to  check  and  control  each  other, 
and  diffase  their  benefits,  instead  of  one  to  do 
as  it  pleased,  and  monopolize  the  moneyed 
power.  Thirdly.  The  liability  of  each  stock- 
holder for  the  amount  of  his  stock,  on  the  ful- 
ure  of  the  bank  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie. 
Fonrthly.  The  payment  of  a  moderate  intereat 
to  deposits.  Upon  these  few  pimn  principles, 
all  of  them  founded  in  republican  notions, 
eqnal  rights,  and  eqaal  Jostice,  the  ScoUJsb 
banks  have  advanced  themselves  to  the  flrat 
rank  in  Europe,  have  eclipsed  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  caused  it  to  be  condemned  in  ita 
own  cocntry,  and  have  made  themselves  the 
model  of  till  fntnre  banking  institntions  in 
Great  Britain.  And  now,  it  wonld  be  a  cnri- 
ous  political  phenomenon,  and  might  give  rise 
to  some  interesting  speculations  on  the  advance 
of  free  principles  m  England,  and  their  decline 
in  America,  if  the  Scottish  republican  plan  of 
banking  should  he  r^tect^  here,  while  vre- 
ferred  there,  and  the  British  monarehialjilan, 
which  is  condemned  there,  should  be  perpetn- 
at«d  here  I  and  this  double  incongruity  com- 
mitted without  necessity,  without  eicnse,  with- 
out giving  the  people  time  to  consider,  and  to 
communicate  their  sentiments  to  their  oonstJtn- 
its,  when  there  are  four,  if  not  six  year^  for 
them  to  consider  the  subject  before  final  de- 
cision is  required  I 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying  that  the  plan 
which  he  suggested  was  not  rnly  to  be  repnb- 
lican, but  American ;  it  was  to  admit  of  no 
stockholders  but  those  who  were  citizens.  The 
present  Bank  of  th<i  United  States  was  foil  of 
foreigners.  It  was  monarchial  in  ita  organiza- 
tion, and  foreign  in  its  character.  The  former 
Bank  of  Ilie  United  States  was  justly  odioua, 
and  truly  condemned,  on  account  of  ita  foreign 
composition ;  and  the  present  bank  was  more 
largely  imbued  with  foreign  capital  than  the 
former  one  was.  Foreigners,  in  the  former 
bank,  held  but  18,000  ^ares  of  $400  each, 
making  $7,300,000  of  stock;  in  the  present 
bank,  they  own  84,066  shares  of  (100  each,  . 
making  t8,40Ci,&00  of  stock.  It  is  to  no  pnr- 
pose  t«  say  the  foreigners  have  no  votes ;  those 
who  have  the  money  will  rule  in  all  moneyed 
institutions.  They  had  no  votes  in  the  former 
bank ;  but  the  republicans  of  1811  wodd  not 
tolerate  an  institution  of  which  they  were 
members.  The  best  feature  in  the  Scottish 
plan  of  banking — the  best  which  he  proposed 
m  the  plan  he  had  sketched— was  the  liability 
of  stockholders  for  the  amount  of  their  stock. 
This,  of  course,  would  require  American  stock- 
holders ;  as  a  privilege  to  sae  British  lords  and 
ladies  in  Euglaod,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  wonld 
be  a  nngatory  and  ridiculous  provision. 

Mr.  Clattom  hod  a  few  observations  to  make 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  ICiaaonri,  (Mr. 
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Bkhton,)  on  the  postponemeDt  of  the  bill  to  a 
more  advanced  period.  He  bad  suggested  that 
portj  feelings  would  be  engendered  with  it,  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  I^esidential  elec- 
tion, it  wonid  become  a  port;  qneation  with 
the  people,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  post- 
poned. He  wjinld  replf  to  the  gentleman,  that 
the  qnestion  ha*  bean  pressed  on  Congrew  at 
this  very  seedon  by  the  Prcudent  himself  and 
their  acting  on  it  la  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  eeDtimenta  be  has  expressed. 

[Ur.  Clattok  here  read  the  paragraph  in 
the  last  Message  in  reference  to  the  sabject.] 

As  he  (Mr.  0.)  onderstood  the  sentence,  the 
President  had  oonoeived  it  Lis  dut;  to  press 
tile  earlj  deoidon  of  this  important  qnestion  on 
the  people,  nor  eould  he  see,  nor  appreciate, 
the  prindple  laid  down  b;  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
B.,)  how  It  oould  inflnenoe  the  election,  or  be 
pnt  aside  on  that  aoconnt,  when  they  were  told 
it  had  been  brought  before  them  by  the  Fred- 
dent  bim«e1f. 

Bat,  agun,  he  (Ur.  0.)  would  inqnire  of  the 
Senator  from  Ulssoari,  if  his  argnment  were 
now  good,  as  to  its  postponement  till  the  time 
of  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  wh;  he  had  so 
Btreunonsly  pressed  a  decision  on  the  question 
even  last  session.  If  the  gentleman's  memorf 
will  only  servo  him,  or  if  he  will  torn  to  what 
is  recorded  on  their  Jonnials,  he  will  find  that, 
on  the  Sd  of  Febroary,  1B31,  a  resolntion  was 
introdaced  by  himself  that  "  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress should  be  expressed  against  renewing  the 
charter."  In  tliat  year  the  gentleman  ha^l 
thought  it  right  for  Congress  to  pass  on  its 
oonstitutionality — why  not  now,  in  1632  f  He 
(Mr.  0.)  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  gentle- 
man's reasoning  respecting  the  new  ratio.  The 
President  had  not  referred  to  it,  nor  was  it 
probable  it  had  ever  occurred  to  him  ;  and  it 
appeared  to  bim  (Mr.  C.}  that  the  President 
had  placed  it  before  the  present  Congress.  He 
trusted,  he  was  confident,  that,  in  deciding  the 

Jnestion,  party  feelings  would  hare  no  place. 
[e  perfectly  agreed  with  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Dallas,)  that  it 
should  be  solely  a  legidative  business,  and  that 
they  should  act  on  it  as  such,  and  not  saffer 
themselves  to  be  carried  away  by  any  bias  or 
pr^ndlce  whatever,  or  other  feelings.  It  was 
a  measure  In  which  the  interests  of  the  whole 
American  people  were  involved,  and  if  anght 
of  party  feelings  wotdd  have  place,  they  wottid 
not  be  introduced  by  himselt^  or  the  Mends 
with  whom  he  generally  coincided  in  senri- 
ment.  There  was  no  occasion  for  him  to  dwell 
on  the  genera]  featnree  of  the  measure,  after 
the  eloquent  remarks  of  the  gentleman  frvi 
Massaohnsetts  (Mr.  Wkbstbb]  yesterday. 

Mr.  Mabot  hoped  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
ohnsetts would  pat  his  proposition  in  blank, 
that  we  may  increase  the  amount  of  the  bonns. 
It  had  been  declared  by  a  very  intelligent  friend 
of  the  bank,  that  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
would  increase  the  value  of  the  stock,  by  the 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 
Samt  tfOie  Ut^td  BlaUf—Rtdtana: 


[1tAT,I83]L 

amount  ti  seventeen  mUlious  of  dollars.  It 
was  proper,  therefore,  that  the  Govemmect 
should  have  a  suitable  equivalent  for  the  bentfil 
thus  to  be  conferred  on  the  stockholders. 

The  qnestion  was  llieu  taken  m  Mr.  Tis- 
btsb's  amendment,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  83,  nays  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbntos,  the  yeas  and  nayi 
being  desired  by  one-filth  of  the  Senators  pcet- 
ent,  those  who  voted  are  as  follows : 

Tub.— If  eesra.  Bell,  Boclcner,  Chamben,  Oaf, 
Ckyton,  Dallas,  Ellis,  Swing,  Foot,  FreUngbancs, 
Gmndy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnatoa,  Kiag,  Kiugkt, 
MiUer,  Uoore,  NauiUin,  Foiodezter,  Fnntin,  Bob- 
bins, Robinson,  Seymour,  SUibee,  Tuewcll,  Up- 
ton, TomllDsoD,  Wagguuan,  Webster,  Vliiie, 
WilUns. 

Nats. — Hesars.  Benton,  Brown,  Dtclenon,  Dn^ 
ley,  Hnl,  Uangum,  Uarcy,  Smith,  Spragne,  Traap. 

Mr.  WaBffTBB  then  submitted  two  amend- 
ments, and  moved  that  they  be  printed;  which 
was  ordered. 


Monday,  M^t  SS, 

Bmh  tf  the   tTniUd  atatet—PrtkOUim  ^ 

Sola  under  7Wn(y  BtOart. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  IhII  to 
modify  and  continue  the  charter  t&  the  Beak 
of  the  United  States. 

The  qnestion  being  on  the  smendmeDts  pe- 
posed  by  Mr.  Webstib,  being  in  eubatancfr— 

1st  That  the  Secretory  of  the  Traasmy 
should,  at  any  time  hereafter,  when  direcleil 
by  the  President,  have  the  power  to  parcbsse 
additional  stock  in  the  bank  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  three  millions;  and 

Sd.  That  it  should  not  be  lawfh]  for  tlia 
bank,  after  the  4tfa  of  March,  18S1,  U  i«u 
any  notes  of  a  less  value  than doUsis. 

Mr.  WassTEs  acceded  to  the  sngge^Iion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Aat,  JD 
reference  to  his  first  amendment,  Coitgie« 
could  act  hereafter,  whenever  such  actioa 
should  be  called  for  by  ciicnmstaoces.  Ea 
would  not  therefore  press  that  ameDdmeot. 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  sud  a  few  words  in  defence  of 
his  second  amendment,  which  imposed  no  le- 
striction  until  ^ter  the  expiration  of  the  pru- 
ent  charter.  The  effect  of  his  propositiou  would 
be  to  introduce  more  specie  into  ciroalstioD, 
and  to  banish  the  small  notes  with  which  ibt 
country  is  inundated.  He  nfoved  to  fin  tbi 
blank  with  ten  dollars,  bnt  expressed  his  wiQ- 
ingnesB  to  vote  for  b  higher  restrictioa,  if  W 
Senator  should  move  it. 

Mr.  Bbnion  woold  propose  to  snbatitnte 
twenty  dollars,  and  wonld  ask  for  the  yeas  sad 
nays  on  the  question.  He  alluded  to  the  |»vee- 
dent  in  England,  of  fixing  on  a  high  aruoniit, 
and  to  the  evils  that  had  occurred  ifrom  s  md- 
trary  system,  by  the  efibrts  of  ooonterfeitM* 
being  confined  to  notes  of  amaQ  atnoonl,  t^  cu- 
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oabtiiiK  uiMig  the  Uboring  and  poorer  claMw, 
who  were  leas  able  to  detect  the  forgerj.  The 
noUa  of  the  Umted  States  Bank,  alao,  circnlM- 
ing  to  tlie  graatcot  dUtanoa,  where  coiiDt«rfeita 
were  len  liable  to  be  detected,  if  of  a  low 
nnonQt,  and  tima  dicnlaUDg  among  the  mar- 
keting clua,  might  {fidooe  tM  lame  evib. 

Itr.  Cl&t  mentioned  tite  state  of  the  bank- 
ing ^sten  in  Kentock; — the  failure  of  seTBra] 
buibi  When  ha  first  heard  the  araendment, 
be  was  oppoeed  to  iL  The  proposition  to  pass 
u  eaaelment  thns  restricting  the  amount  of 
tka  notes,  would  serioDalj  affect  the  reaonroes 
li  that  State — they  had  no  bank  of  their  own, 
nd,  br  nidng  the  notes  of  the  bank  above 
Brediibn,  tbej  wonld  have  to  hare  reooaree 
lo  the  BOtea  of  their  neighboring  Btates  for 
thair  circdlaUDg  mediDm,  to  transact  their  or- 
dinary biiMDeai  and  dealing.  Therefore,  he 
*u  oppoaed  to  a  higher  sam  than  ten  dollars, 
ud  trcHild  only  eg^ee  to  tlus,  aa  a  diMtretionar; 
bror  readng  in  OonKress  whether  it  might  be 
pradeot  hereafter  to  fix  on  that  amount. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Ur.  Foot  and  Ur. 
CoAiraBBB,  the  qneation  was  taken  on  filling  the 
bluk  with  twMitj  doUara,  when  it  was  agreed 
to;  sod  the  amendment  thni  ahqwd  was  oon- 


Ikmtjm  ^Oui  Bant  SUxsk  hy  the  Statti. 

Hr.  Hoon  then  moved  his  amendment,  1st, 
That  no  branch  should  be  established  in  aa/ 
Btata,  withont  the  asaent  of  the  State;  and, 
M,  That  every  branch  shall  be  liable  to  taza- 
tkni  in  the  Stato  as  the  State  banks  are,  or  in 
pnnortion  as  oUier  property  Is  taxed. 

Mr.  WiBstiK  said  ne  trusted  the  Senate 
wonld  not  aot  od  theee  propositioDs,  withont 
tbUj  anderstanding  their  bearing  and  extent. 
For  my  own  part,  said  he,  I  look  upon  the  two 
psiti  of  the  amendment,  as  sabBtanUally  of  the 
nme  character.  Each,  is  my  opinion,  confers 
1  power  in  the  States  to  expd  the  bank  at  their 
^fasare ;  in  other  irords,  entirely  to  defeat  the 
operations  and  destroy  the  capacity  for  neefnl- 
ness  of  the  wliole  bank.  The  simple  qneation 
is,  sliall  w«,  by  onr  own  act,  in  the  charter 
'«*M,  give  the  States  pemis^on  to  expel  the 
bank  and  all  its  branohes  from  their  limits,  at 
tli«ir  own  pleasnrel  The  flret  part  of  the 
tmeodmeDt  gives  this  permission  in  express 
tvns;  and  the  latter  part  gives  it  in  effeet, 
by  uthoriEiDg  the  States  to  tax  the  loans  and 
iisiiet  of  the  hantc,  with  do  effectual  limitation. 
It  appears  to  me  idle  to  say  that  this  power 
nwy  be  safdy  given,  because  it  will  not  be  ex- 
enwd.  It  is  to  be  given,  I  presume,  on  the 
■rppontlon  that  proltably  some  of  the  States 
wul  choose  to  exercise  it ;  else  why  is  it  given 
it  lilt  And  vill  they  not  so  choose f  We 
bate  already  heard,  id  the  coarse  of  this  de- 
bate, of  two  cases  in  vhieb  States  attempted 
to  exercise  t,  power  of  this  kind,  when  they 
did  not  eonstitntionally  possess  iL  Two  States 
baTs  taxed  the  branohee,  for  the  avowed  pnr- 
PMe  of  driving  them  oot  of  thdr  limits,  and 
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were  prevented  from  aocomplishing  this  object 
merely  by  force  of  Jndicisl  dedsioos  against 
their  right.  I^  then,  these  attempts  have  been 
made  to  exeroise  this  power,  when  it  was  not 
legally  poaaeaBed,  and  against  the  will  of  Con- 
gress, Ls  there  any  donbt  it  will  be  eserotaed 
when  its  exercise  shall  be  permitted,  and  in- 
vited by  the  proposed  amendment?  No  donbt, 
in  my  mind,  the  power,  if  granted,  will  be  ex- 
erdsed,  and  the  main  object  of  oontianing  the 
bank  thus  defeated. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  flr«t  place,  I  doubt  exceed- 
inglj  onr  power  to  adopt  this  amendment,  and 
I  pray  the  delil>erate  oonsidention  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  regard  to  this  point.  In  the  6rst  place, 
let  me  asl^  what  is  the  constitutional  gronod 
on  which  Congress  created  this  corporation, 
and  on  which  we  now  propose  to  con^ne  it  I 
There  is  no  express  antnority  to  create  a  bank, 
or  any  other  corporation,  ^ven  to  ns  by  the 
constitntion.  The  power  is  derived  by  impli- 
cation.  It  has  been  exardsed,  and  oan  l>e  ex- 
ercised, only  on  the  ground  of  a  jnst  ueoesdty. 
It  is  to  be  muDtained,  if  at  all,  on  the  allega- 
tion that  the  eatatdishment  of  a  national  bwk 
is  a  jnst  and  necessary  meuis  of  carrying  on 
the  Oovemment,  and  of  executing  the  powete 
conferred  on  Oongress  by  the  constitution.  On 
this  gronnd,  Oongres*  hu  estahliahed  this  bank, 
and  on  this  it  is  now  proposed  to  be  continued. 
And  it  has  already  l>een  jadidally  decided  that 
OoDgrese  having  eatabliahed  s  bank  for  theee 
purpoace,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Btstea 
prohibits  the  States  from  taxing  iL  OlMerve, 
sir,  it  is  the  constitntion,  not  the  law,  which 
lays  this  prohibition  on  the  States.  The  char- 
ter of  the  bank  does  not  declare  that  the  States 
shall  not  tax  it  It  says  not  one  word  on  that 
sutyecL  The  restrtunt  is  imposed  not  by  Oon- 
gresa,  hat  by  a  higher  authority,  the  constitn- 
tion. Now,  sir,  I  ask  how  we  con  relieve  the 
States  from  this  constitutional  prohibition.  It 
is  true  that  this  prohibition  is  not  imposed  in 
express  terms ;  hnt  it  results  from  tiie  general 
provisions  of  the  constitntion,  and  has  been 
Jndiually  decided  to  exist  in  fnll  force.  This  is 
a  protection,  then,  which  the  Oonstitntion  of 
the  United  States,  hy  its  own  fbroe,  holds  over 
this  instrument,  which  Congress  has  deemed 
neoesaary  to  be  created,  in  order  to  osn7  oo 
the  Oovemment,  so  soon  as  Congress,  exenns- 
ing  ita  own  judgment,  has  chosen  to  create  it. 
Can  we  throw  off,  from  this  Government,  this 
constitntion  al  protection )  I  think  it  clear  we 
cannot  We  cannot  repeal  the  oHistitntioa. 
We  cannot  say  that  every  power,  every  branch, 
every  Institution,  and  every  law  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, shall  not  have  all  the  force,  all  the 
sanction,  and  all  the  protection,  which  the  con- 
stitntion gives  it.  By  the  constitntion,  every 
law  of  Congress  it  finally  to  be  considered,  and 


aot^  before  referred  to,  taxing  the  bank^  were 
held  valid  by  more  or  fewer  of  the  States' 
Jndioatiiree,  bat  were  finally  pronounced  ns- 
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oonatitutlonal  hj  tho  Sapreme  Oonrt  of  the 
United  States ;  uid  this,  not  bj  force  of  aaj 
words  in  the  charter,  bot  bj  force  of  the  oon- 
stitation  itaelf.  I  uk  whether  it  is  oompetent 
for  118  to  reverse  thie  pronsion  of  th«  oonstito- 
tion,  ukd  to  gaj  that  tlie  Uws  of  Congreu  shall 
receive  their  oltimate  oonBtmotion  ftom  the 
State  ooarts.  Agwn :  the  constitution  gives 
CoDgrees  a  right  to  la;  datiee  of  imposts,  and 
it  prohibits  the  exercise  of  an;  saoh  power  by 
the  States.  Now,  it  m>  happens  that  the  na- 
tjonal  Treasury  is  full,  and  the  State  Treasuries 
are  far  less  so.  It  might  ba  thought  very  con- 
venient that  a  part  of  the  reoeipta  at  the  cna- 
tom-honsea  should  be  received  by  ths  States. 
But  will  any  man  say  that  Congress  could  now 
authorize  the  States  to  lay  and  collect  Imposts 
under  any  restrictions  or  limitations  whatever  t 
Ko  one  will  pretend  it.  That  vould  be  lo 
moke  a  new  partition  of  power  between  this 
Government  and  the  State  Governments.  3fr. 
Hadison  has  very  oorreotly  observed,  that  the 
assent  of  the  States  cannot  confer  a  new  power 
on  ConaTBHs,  except  in  those  cases  especially 
provided  in  the  oonstitution.  This  is  very 
tme;  and  it  ia  eqoally  trae  that  the  States  can- 
not obtain  a  new  power,  by  the  consent  of 
Congress,  agsdnst  the  prohibition  of  the  ooosti- 
tntion,  except  in  those  oases  which  are  ex- 
pressly M  provided  for  in  the  oonatitntdon 
Itself. 

Allow  me  now,  Mr.  Freeident,  to  inq^aire  on 
what  ground  it  is  that  the  Statea  claim  this 
power  of  toxatjon !    They  do  not  claim  it  as  a 

¥iwer  to  tax  all  property  of  their  own  oiUiena. 
his  they  possess,  without  denial  or  doubt. 
Every  stockholder  in  the  bank  ia  liable  to  be 
taxed  for  his  property  therein,  by  the  State  of 
which  he  is  a  citizen.  This  right  is  exenused, 
I  believe,  by  all  the  States  which  lay  taxes  on 
money  at  int«reet,  income,  and  other  sul^ecta 
of  that  kind.  It  is,  then,  not  that  they  may  be 
authorized  to  tax  the  property  of  their  own 
citizens ;  nor  is  it  beoanee  any  State  does  not 

Krticipate  in  the  advantage  of  the  preminm  or 
uus  paid  by  the  bank  to  Government  for  the 
charter.  That  earn  goes  into  the  Treasury  for 
the  


«  general  good  of  a 
Nor  can  ue  tiaim  1 


:e  olum  be  Nstained,  nor  indeed  is 
It  asaerttid,  on  tbe  Kreuglii  of  the  mere  oircom- 
stance  that  a  branch  or  an  office  is  est^lished 
in  a  State.  Such  office  or  branch  is  but  an 
agency.  It  is  no  body  politic  or  corporat«.  It 
boa  no  legal  existence  of  itset£  It  is  bnt  on 
agent  of  tLe  general  corporation.  That  these 
agents  have  their  residence  or  place  of  bnsinesa 
in  a  particular  Btate^  is  not  of  itself  the  foun- 
dation of  any  claim.  Bat,  according  to  the  lan- 
gnage  of  the  amendment,  the  ground  of  this 
claim  to  tax  is  evidently  the  loans  and  issues ; 
and  these  loons  and  issnes,  properly  speaking, 
are  the  loans  and  discounts  of  the  bank.  The 
office,  as  an  agent,  conducts  the  ammgemente, 
it  is  trae ;  but  the  notes  which  are  issued  are 
notes  of  the  bank,  and  the  debts  created  are 
debts  dne  to  the  bank.    The  oiroolation  is  the 


cironlodon  of  the  bank.  Now  the  troth  Is, 
what  the  States  claim,  or  what  this  ameBdnNnt 
I^oposes  to  give  Uiem,  la,  a  right  to  tax  tte 
oirculaUon  Ot  tit«  baoit.  It  is  on  tU*  ri^ 
that  the  argtunant  rcfta.  The  oommoi  w^  </ 
stating  it  is,  tiiat,  riiM«  State  bonks  pay  a  tax 
to  the  State,  Uieee  braDoh  banks^  eomtngama^ 
them,  ought  to  pay  a  similar  tax.  Bat  the 
State  bonks  pay  the  tax  to  the  State,  for  the 
privilege  of  drcnlation  ;  and  the  propositioB  is, 
therefore,  neither  more  nor  lets  than  that  tha 
United  States  Bank  shall  pay  the  Statw  for  the 
same  pririiege.  The  cirDalation  ot  the  biUi  is 
the  snbHtanoe.  The  looali^  of  the  offiee  is  bat 
an  incident.  An  offioe  ia  created,  for  cxampis^ 
on  Connecticut  Biver,  either  in  MaaoMduueBt, 
Vermont,  Conneetitait,  or  New  Hnmritin'. 
The  notes  of  the  bank  are  kitoed  at  thia  offie^ 
and  put  into  circolatjoa  in  all  theae  StatM 
Now  no  one  will  sa;  that  the  State  lAve  the 
office  happens  to  be  placed,  ahmld  hav*  a  ri^ 
to  lay  this  tax,  and  the  other  Ststea  have  do 
such  right.  This  would  be  a  merely  arUuary 
distinction.  It  would  be  foouded  on  no  real  (v 
substantial  differvnoe,  and  no  man  conU  seri- 
ously contend  for  it,  as  it  seema  to  ma.  Under 
this  very  amendment,  Pennsylvaiiia  woi^  be 
authorized  to  collect  a  large  tax,  and  New  Jer- 
sey no  tax  at  all,  althongh  the  State  circnlatian 
of  New  Jeraey  is  as  moch  infringed  and  dimii- 
ished  as  that  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  drcolKioa 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea.  The  8ut«a 
which  have  the  benefit  of  branobea,  (ff  it  be 
a  benefit,)  are  to  have  the  fitrther  advaiitB^  of 
taxation,  while  other  States  are  to  ban  n«ath« 
the  one  nor  the  other.  FonndioK  the  doini  <■ 
the  Stat«  right  to  derive  benefit  from  the  pafw 
circulation  which  exists  witlun  it,  the  advocates 
of  the  olum  are  clearly  not  connitent  with 
themselves  when  they  Tnaintain  a  messsre 
which  professes  to  protect  that  ri^it  in  sdbw 
States,  and  to  leave  It  onprotected  ir  -••  — 


Cition  to  iL  It  proceeds  on  a  prindple  not  h> 
admitted.  It  asaerta,  or  it  takes  for  grtated, 
that  the  power  of  anthorizing  and  regnlaliag 
the  paper  cnrroioy  of  the  eumtry  is  on  hcIb- 
iive  Slate  right.  The  ground  aasnmed  cm  be 
no  less  broad  than  thia :  hecanae  the  Beak  of 
the  United  Statee  having  the  grant  <tf  a  power 
from  Congress  to  issue  notes  for  oimlatxH,  its 
right  is  perfect,  if  Congress  could  make  such 
grant  It  owes  nothing  to  the  States,  if  Om- 
greea  could  give  what  it  haa  nndortoken  to 
give ;  that  is  to  say.  If  Congma,  of  ita  on 
authority,  mav  confer  a  ri^t  to  iasna  paper  ftir 
circulation.     Now,  sir,  whoBoever  deoMS  tbb 


right  in  Oongress,  deniea,  of  course,  iti  pover 
to  create  auoh  a  bank  oa  now  exists;  atleaiL 
so  it  strikes  me.    The  Bank  of  the  Daiud 


States  is  qnite  oneonamnlioiud,  if  the  wknla 
paper  drcnlation  belonu-to  the  Statca;  Iw 
cause  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  isa  tank 
ot  circulation,  and  was  so  intaoded  to  be  by 
Congress,  which  expready  anthoriasd  tlM  air- 
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dUtlon  of  notM  and  blUa.  The  power  of  Ihh- 
ag  aotM  Sot  dreolation  U  not  an  indiapeouble 
kgrediant  in  the  ooostitntion  of  a  bank  merely 
Ml  bulk.  The  earlier  bants  did  not  pOBseas 
it,«DdauHi7f(K>d  ones  bave  existed  withoat  it. 
A  baal  with  ao  soob  power  might  ret  very 
w«tt  oollacA  tlie  poblic  reyeniie,  (provided  there 


Ibe  trM«ii7,  and  oonld  deal  oseAilly,  to  some 
utMit,  m  t£e  bnainen  of  uohan^. 

Oa  what  ground  i*  it,  then,  that  Congress 
pMscos  the  power  not  only  to  oreate  a  bank, 
kt  a  bank  of  oiroolatiant  Simplj,  as  I  sup- 
fnsB,  bwsMue  Oragreaa  poMesses  a  oonetjtn- 
tioul  eontrol  over  the  onrrenoy  of  the  ooun- 
tij,  tad  hm  power  to  proTide  a  safe  medlom 
d  drmlatioii.  as  well  for  other  pnrpoaea,  as 
bt  the  ooUeetion  of  its  own  debts  and  rerenne. 
Hm  bank,  therefore,  already  poMeaaea  nnoon- 
Blkatioaal  power,  if  the  paper  cironlation  be 
tbe  nib^aet,  exoItuiTely,  of  State  right  or  State 
ngnlition.  Indeed,  sir,  it  is  not  a  little  star- 
ts that  saoh  eiotnuTe  right  should  now  be 
SBuled.  1  obaerved,  the  other  day,  that,  in 
nyopbion,  It  was  verydifficnlt  to  rosintuii, 
on  the  bee  of  the  oMstitatioa  itaalf^  and  inde- 
paodeat  of  loog^ontinDed  pfMtJoe,  the  doc- 
Inne  that  the  States  oonld  aathoriie  the  oiron- 
litioa  of  hank  paper  at  all.  They  cannot  coin 
UNDsy;  Ban  thej  then  ooin  that  whidi  be-: 
eoma  the  actoal  and  almost  the  onirersal  sub-  . 
rtibite  fbr  money  I  Is  not  the  right  of  iHsning 
f^er,  intaaded  for  cirealatioiL  in  the  place  ana 
n  the  rqireaentative  of  metailio  enrrenoy,  de- 
Bni  nuuiely  bom  the  power  of  coiaiug  and 
regiliting  uiat  metallic  CDrrenoy  I  As  bring- 
ing this  matter  to  a  Jnst  tea^  let  me  ask 
rbether  Oongress,  if  It  had  not  the  power  of 
MMiuag  money,  and  of  regulating  the  valne  of 
foieign  cmns,  oonld  oreate  a  bank,  with  the 
pover  to  oiroulate  bilk.  For  one,  I  think  it 
wanld  be  difficult  to  make  that  ont.  Where, 
then,  do  the  States,  to  whom  alt  control  over 
the  metailio  onrreney  is  altogether  prohibited, 
git  this  power  t  It  is  tme,  that,  in  other  conn- 
trit^  private  bankers,  having  no  legal  anthor- 
itj  over  the  coin,  issae  notes  for  oircniation. 
Ml  this  they  do  always  with  the  consent  of 
Qovenunent,  expressed  or  implied ;  and  Gov- 
tnuDNit  reetruns  and  regnjates  oil  their  opera- 
t)Mu  St  its  pleasare.  It  would  be  a  startling 
proposition,  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
that  the  pren^adve  of  coining  money,  held  by 
QovenuDeot,  was  liable  to  be  defeated,  conn- 
tencted,  or  impeded,  by  another  prerogative, 
hdd  in  oUier  h»nda,  of  anthorlzing  a  paper  eir- 
oalalion. 

It  is  farther  to  be  observed,  that  the  States 
caimct  isene  bills  of  credit ;  not  that  they  can- 
not make  them  a  legal  tender,  bat  that  they 
eaooot  iflsoe  them  at  all.  Is  not  this  a.  clear  in- 
dication of  die  intent  of  the  oonstitntion  to 
TMrua  th«  StAtes  as  well  from  establishing  a 
paper  circaUtkm,  aa  trota  interfering  with  Ine 
oetalUocirenlalDonl    Banks  have  been  created 


by  States  with  no  capital  whatever ;  their 
notes  being  put  into  oircniation  simply  on  the 
credit  of  the  State  or  tiie  State  law.  What  are 
the  Isanee  of  snob  banks  but  bills  of  credit 
issued  by  the  State  t 

I  oonfeea,  Vs.  President,  that  the  more  I  re. 
fleet  on  this  subject,  the  more  clearly  does  my 
mind  ^proaoh  the  oonclosion  that  the  creation 
of  State  banks,  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the 
power  of  circulating  paper,  is  not  conustent 
with  the  grants  and  prohibitions  of  the  consti- 
tution. But,  sir,  this  is  not  now  the  question. 
The  question  is  not  whether  the  States  have 
the  exdnsivB  power;  it  is,  whether  they  alone 
have  the  power.  Hay  they  rightfully  exclude 
the  nnit«d  States  from  bU  Interrerenoe  with  the 
paper  currency  (  Are  we  interlopers,  when  we 
create  a  bank  of  circulation!  Do  we  owe 
them  a  seignorage  for  the  circnlation  of  bills, 
by  a  corporation  created  by  Congress !  Up  to 
the  present  time,  the  States  have  been  content 
with  a  concurrent  power.  They  have  indeed 
controlled  vastly  the  larger  portion  of  the  cir- 
cnlation ;  bnt  diey  have  not  clidmed  eiclu^ve 
authority  over  the  whole.  They  have  de- 
manded no  tax  or  tribute  from  a  bank  issuing 
Bperundertheautborityof Congress.  Nordol 
ow  that  any  State  or  States  now  insist  upon 
it.  It  may  be  that  individual  States  have  put 
forth  snob  claims,  in  their  legislative  capacity ; 
but,  at  present,  I  recollect  no  instance.  The 
amendment,  however,  which  in  now  pro])osed, 
asserts  the  oiaXm,  and  I  cuinot  consent  to  yield 
to  it  We  seem  to  be  making  the  last  struggle 
iOT  the  authority  of  Oongreea  to  interfere  at  all 
with  the  actual  currency  of  the  country.  I 
shall  never  agree  to  surrender  that  authori^ ; 
I  would  OS  soon  yield  the  coinage  power  itself; 
nor  do  I  tbinlt  there  would  be  much  greater 
danger,  nor  a  much  clearer  departure  fW)m  oon 
stitutionat  principle,  in  consenting  to  such  sur- 
render, than  in  acquiescing  in  what  la  now  pro- 

Ur.  HooBi  tiud :  Witli  due  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  other  genUenien,  I  mnst  be  permit- 
ted to  say  that  I  view  the  power  of  taxation  aa 
one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  State  sover- 
f  >gn''7>  >°d  that  the  State  possesses  this  power 
in  the  most  unlimited  extent  over  all  objects  or 
subjects  of  property  vrithin  its  Jurisdiction. 
Sir,  I  care  not  wnether  the  property  t>e1onjca  to 
a  foreigner  or  a  cltiien,  provided  it  be  within 
the  jurudiction  of  the  State,  and  receives  pro- 
tection from  her  laws ;  this  ciroomstanca  con- 
stitutes the  right  of  tuaUoo. 

The  State  of  Alabama  imposes  a  tax  upon 
foreign  merohandiM,  their  own  bank  stock,  the 
money  of  their  own  citizens  placed  at  interest ; 
race  taxti,  race  horses,  pleasurable  carriages, 
&c ;  these  are  conndered  aa  the  meet  legiti- 
mate objecta  of  taxation,  beOBOsa  the  tax  is 
either  paid  by  the  wealthy,  who  are  most  able 


compelled  to  go  further,  and  extend  the  tax  to 
otber  objects,  real  estate,  slaves,  a  man's  saddle 
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hone,  hb  oftttle,  his  fuaily  dock  in  faU  hoow, 
faia  tune-pieoe  in  hii  pocket ;  nsy,  dr,  a  poor 
nun  who  owns  not  one  oent  of  prapertj,  and 
Buy  have  « large  family  to  aopport,  a  required 
to  pay  a  poll  tax ;  y«s,  sir,  he  rnnat  pay  for  hia 
BoaJp,  ana  upon  the  principle  that  hu  peraonal 
rights  and  |»ivilegee  ore  protected  by  the  lavs 
of  the  Stat«  which  makes  tni>  demand  apon  him. 
I  have  Mid  that  fortign  toercbandise,  iotro- 
dnced  from  New  York  or  elsewhere,  was  in 
onr  State  enl^ect  to  taxation ;  uid  why  should 
not  moneyed  capital,  bronght  from  Europe  or 
daewhere,  be  also  snlyect  to  taxation  t  Why 
ahonid  tLe  individual  who  brings  this  o^)ital 
among  na,  enjoy  exemption  from  liability  to 
taxation  t  This  capital  is  more  actively  and 
profltahly  employed.  Bankers  drag  thononds 
of  dollars  from  the  pockets  of  oar  fellow-citi- 
zens;  their  rights  are  equally  protected ;  tlie 
laws  afford  them  all  the  oeoessar;  fkcilities  in 
oarrTiag  on  their  banking  operations,  in  the 
oolleotion  of  their  debts,  Sx.  And  what  is 
mwe,  if  their  rights  are  invaded,  they  will  be 
defended  by  the  citiiens  of  tbe  State,  and 
mainly  by  tiieee  very  poor  men,  too,  who  pay  a 
poll  tax,  man?  of  whom  have  no  property  to 

Erotect  and  defend,  while  t^ey,  with  theii 
Tee,  defend  and  protect  millions  for  banken. 
For  my  part,  I  cannot  oonoeive  of  a  more  legiti- 
mate aal^ject  of  taxation  than  bank  stock.  For 
the  reaeona  I  have  already  intimated,  the  tax  is 
paid  by  those  most  able  to  bear  it,  and  npon 
property  which  yields  immense  profits  to  the 

Bat  the  pro{»ie^  of  this  tax  is  objected  to, 
again,  on  the  ponnd  that  the  corporation  has 
sbvadj  given  to  the  General  Government  a 
Bofficient  equivalent  for  all  the  privileges,  im- 
mmiitiea,  Ac,  in  the  bonus  provided  for  in  this, 
amended  charter ;  and  to  permit  the  States  to 
impose  a  fiirther  tax,  would  be  too  burdensome 
and  improper,  ico.  Now,  sir,  is  this  sot  Are 
we  not  bonoa  to  view  this  bcnos  as  in  consid- 
eration for  the  franchise,  Immunitiea,  and  the 
deposits  the  General  Qovemment  afibrd  this 
institntitw,  as  a  corporate  body,  unconnected 
with  the  privileges  it  may  enjoy  by  the  loca- 
tion of  iU  branohes  in  the  Stat^  nnder  State 
authority  t  Can  it  be  prMomed  that  a  State 
would  yield  its  right  of  taxation,  as  r^arda  its 
branches,  for  the  inconsiderable  amoont  of  in- 
terest it  may  have  in  the  bonuB)  Of  what 
Talne  will  the  proportiou  of  this  one  and  a  half 
millkm  of  dollars,  to  which  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama may  be  entitled,  be  to  that  State  t  It 
will  not  be  the  means  of  rednoing  the  high 
taxes  and  heavy  hardens  which  are  presdog  bo 
oppreMlvelj  upon  onr  oitJMDs.  No,  sir,  thia 
bonus  will  be  taken  from  the  general  coffers, 
and  appropriated  to  purpose*  of  internal  im- 

Erovement,  the  erection  (d  breakwaters,  light- 
ODsea,  canals,  Bubaaripti<Hi  to  stock  in  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  RwmMd  Company,  dec ;  for, 
air.  It  waa  with  some  dlfBcnlty  that  an  attempt 
to  obtain  one  million  from  the  Treoinij  for  this 
prefect  waa  suoeaafnllf  resisted  the  other  day. 
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EUr,  expericooe  asanrea  ua  tlieae  are  the  pur- 
poses to  which  this  one  and  a  half  millian  of 
dollars  will  be  appropriated,  unices,,  indeed,  Um 
amendment  of  uie  hooorable  Senator  ttm, 
Mmne  fHr.  Spbaoux)  shall  snooeed,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  bono*  shall  be  divided  amoai 
the  several  States  according  to  tbur  retpedfn 
representation  in  Coogreaa.  And,  sir,  altbau^ 
I  do  not  think  this  would  do  jostioe  to  the  Suu 
of  A'*^"",  yet  I  believe,  as  a  dittiact  ind 
sabstaative  pr^ioailioa,  I  would  snppoit  it  ia 
preference  to  the  OTiginal  jdan ;  bn^  At,  I  ctn- 
not  vote  fw  it  as  a  substitute  fbr  the  (mpMJ- 
tion  I  have  had  the  hoaat  to  submit. 


TunnAT,  U^  89. 
Ami  «/  tb  mUti  »tU»-Bt<lmUr, 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Oammitteeof  Ih* 
Whole,  the  bill  to  modify  and  continoe  tli«  set 
to  incorporate  the  anbacriben  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Ur.  WansTiB  mode  some  obaervstioni  d 
length,  in  reply  to  the  arznmente  of  Hi.  Tio- 
WELL.    After  he  had  oonunded, 

Mr.  Tazxwbll  inqnired  If  he  had  midentiioi 
the  Senator  frwn  MasMohoietts  correcUy,  ■ 
entertaining  donbts  of  the  power  d  the  6til(* 
to  create  State  banks. 

Mr.  Wbbotkb  replied  that  it  was  now  too 
late  to  qoeation  a  power  which  had  been  uqni- 
eseed  in  by  the  different  branches  of  th«  Fed- 
eral Government  for  theae  forty  yean.  But  if 
the  qoeation  bad  bean  origicudly  nt  to  kim 
before  snoh  aeqnieeoaio^  he  sbonid  btrs  a- 
preased  great  doubts  on  the  eal^eot.  He  tba 
referred  to  the  clansea  of  the  constitatiaD  tIwI 
prohibit  the  States  fr(»n  coining  maoisj,  vA 
reserve  to  the  United  States  the  advAn 
^wtit  of  regulating  the  currency,  and  nikliK 
issues  of  f^ld  and  ulver ;  and  iifferrtd,  tM,  il 
the  constitution  thus  oantionsly  eidodid  tbt 
States  from  issuing  a  metaQio  cnrrencf ,  it  ocnr 
intended  that  they  shonld  authorize  tbi  isnw 
of  that  which  is  a  representative  of  the  meti- 
lic  currency.  The  States  had  been  iudnl^ 
with  the  power  of  creating  banks  for  Mj 
years,  and  now  they  demanded  to  maks  tbit 
power  exclosive,  and  to  tax  the  braachej  of 
the  United  Stotee  Bank  esUbtished  in  that 
limits,  for  the  pnrpose  of  establishing  a  nnifarai 
currenM-. 

Mr.  FoBaiTH  asked  if  he  had  undentood  tb* 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  as  stating  thil  tlio 
States  hod  the  right  to  tax  such  of  tbrir  nti- 
censaa  held  stock  in  the  United  Slate*  Buk. 
on  account  of  that  stock. 

Mr.  Wkbstkk  replied  in  the  afflrmitiie. 

Mr.  FossTTH  replied  that  if  that  wu  tlie 
case,  how  was  it  contended  that  tbe  ei^t  UQ 
a  half  millions  of  stock  held  by  foreigiwn  vcit 
to  be  considered  as  not  liable  to  taiatioa  I 

Mr.  Wbbstkb  replied  that,  by  the  eamitrn 
notions,  the  property  of  foreigners  «»  b"' 
free  from  taxation.    Why  did  w«  not  tax  tht 
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louu  of  tbe  Bving*  to  tha  Ohio  Oana],  or  the 
HoUand  loan  to  the  Oherapeake  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nal, or  the  FennsjIraiilB  loan  t  It  is  the  nn- 
ilentandiD^  between  nstlona,  not  to  tax  private 

Sropertj  in  peace,  nor  to  confiaeate  it  in  war. 
h  maj  hold  stock  in  the  fiinda  erf  Great 
Britain,  bnt  we  are  not  Uable  to  taxation  for 
thatitocL 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Spuain,  In  ex- 
pbnation  of  bia  tIbwb, 
A^onmed. 


FsnuT,  June  1. 
Bmik  of  a«  V»iUd  Statt*-~S«chart»r. 

Ihe  8«nat«  aittiag  aa  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  t)M  ooosiderBtioii  of  the  tiank  bill  waa 
Tmmed—the  qneatton  still  pending  on  Mr. 
VooBt's  amendment,  gtving  me  aereral  8tat«a 
tbe  power  of  taxing  the  iaraes  and  loana  of  the 
bank;  and  on  Mr.  gnUQDa'e  motion  to  strike 
Mt  10  maob  of  the  same,  and  to  snbatitnte  a 
rimse  to  diatribnte  the  bonns  to  be  paid  hj  the 
bnk  among  the  Statee^  according  to  their  fed- 
ml  nmnbera. 

Kr.  Bibb  rose.  The  amendmenta  proposed 
embraeed,  be  a^d,  two  distinct  qnestiona.  The 
ffn*  qnettion  related  to  tbe  propriety  of  reoog- 
ninog  Uie  power  of  taxation  in  the  wveral 
StaUa  witlim  their  own  Jnriadiction ;  and  the 
imendmRkt  to  this  went  to  abrogate  sach 
power,  and  to  rabatitnte  a  correlatire  proposi- 
tion in  ita  place,  enacting  that  tbe  bonna  to  Iw 
pvd  h-j  tha  bafik  for  tta  exclnsire  privileges 
and  franobite  sbonld  be  distribnted  among  the 
Statai.  Now,  for  his  part,  be  conld  not  acfree 
to  inch  Bobstitate ;  for  he  conld  not  Tield  np 
the  qneation  of  tbe  power  of  tasatjon  in  the 
Statea.  Snch  a  snbstltnte  wonid  seem  an  at- 
tempt to  change  the  nature  of  the  original  fed- 
eral compact— to  enlai^  it — to  make  the 
power  of  tbe  Federal  Qovu^ment  more  tran- 
•Modent  than  at  the  adootion  of  tbe  federal 
ooQstitotlon.  Aa  regardea  tha  first  qnestion, 
reletiTe  to  the  power  of  taxing  realdiiig  in  tbe 
Rtat«e,  it  bBid  Iwen  argned  in  two  wa;s  that  it 
Hi  not  enst ;  that  tbis  oonld  be  proved  hj  tbe 
decision  of  tbe  Sapreme  Conn;  and  agun, 
that,  if  it  did  not  uist  under  the  old  charter 
of  tbe  iMnk,  Congreas  conld  not  give  it  now. 
It  was  with  the  greatest  relnotance  that  he 
would  impngn  anj  deoirion  of  the  Scipreme 
Court ;  for,  than  himeelf^  no  man  had  a  higher 
opinion  of  its  merita,  or  held  it  In  higher  re- 
■pect.  Bnt,  nevertheless,  he  woold  not  blindly 
snrrender  his  Jodgment  to  any  tribnnal,  bow- 
aver  exalted,  when  it  was  evident  its  JndgmeDt 
was  erroneona.  And  when  tbe  Supremo  Oonrt 
erred,  he  wonld  not  hesitate  to  express  bia  dis- 
Knt.  And,  in  the  case  of  McOnlloch  against 
the  honk,  it  was  bis  oniDion  that  the  conrt  had 
•0  erred,  that  ita  decision  amoanted  to  a  ftlo 
iif.  The  principlea  and  the  premisea  there 
aatamed  were  erroneons — of  oonseqnenee,  so 
«u  the  oonolnalon.    It  waa  also  argned  tiiat, 


if  the  power  of  taxation  were  granted,  it  in- 
cluded the  power  to  destroj.  He  (Mr.  B.)  do- 
nied  the  proposition,  and  woold  cwitend  tiirt 
the  power  of  taxation  inoladed  the  power  to 
protect.  Tbe  argument  was  only  aooordant 
with  tyrannical  jninolples,  not  with  republican 
doetrinee.  It  was  one  which  could  not  be  ex~ 
errised  in  a  republic.  Where,  again,  the  power 
of  taxation  ie  grant«d,  he  wonld  assert  that  the 
party  exeroisiDK  this  right  is  iKiand  to  protect 
those  taxed  in  lien  thereof,  the  same  SB  other 
institntioos.  If  tha  argnm«it  were  conceded, 
it  wonld  idlow  of  the  atstlnction  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  bank,  and  the  individnal  property 
of  tbe  atockbolders.  And  what  would  be«ome 
rf  the  proper^  of  foreigner*  t  Every  day's 
experience  showed  the  result  of  taxation  within 
OUT  Jurisdiotion ;  If  (breign  merchants  tetriv 
dnced  goods,  they  were  taxed  at  the  very 
threshold,  no  matter  where  the  owners  were 
domiciled,  and  the  protection  of  their  rights  of 
property  followed.  It  waa  a  universal  princi- 
ple, that  our  power  to  tax  foreign  goods,  on 
their  Introduction,  involved  protection,  not 
confiscation.  The  latter  power  Wonld  be  that 
of  a  demon,  not  that  of  a  otviliaed  Govern- 
ment. If  real  estate  is  purchased  by  this  cor- 
poration, as  snob,  it  is  not,  it  is  true,  the  prop- 
erty of  A  or  B,  bnt  of  the  stockholders  at  lai^ 
It  ia  nnited  property,  and  aa  a  whole,  like  otner 
property,  is  a  ^ai  snl^ject  of  taxation.  Again ; 
did  he  hold  bia  property  in  the  bank,  he  thought 
that  it  should  no^  for  that  reasmi,  be  exempt 
from  taiatioB.  And  why  should  not  corpora' 
tions  be  taxed  ?  Faculties  were  taxed.  Look 
at  our  early  laws  for  internal  improvements. 
Lawyers  were  taxed  fbr  the  right  of  exercising 
Uiair  pnrfeesion ;  and  even  onr  Administration 
—the  property  in  tiieir  bands,  nnder  execntorr 
deeds,  was  a  sattfeot  of  taxation.  He  would 
aak  why,  if  a  person  chose  to  invest  his  prop- 
erty or  his  money  in  this  manner,  in  a  corpora- 
tion, it  sbonld  not  be  liable  to  taxation.  Has 
it  not  more  profit  when  thus  invested,  than  in 
any  other  mode,  and  not  subject  to  as  much 
laborer  attention  oa  tbe  part  <^  the  individnalf 
It  was  known  that,  after  tbe  payment  of  all 
axpenses,  It  left  a  dear  dividend,  Mjual,  if  not 
more  than  property  otherwise  invested.  It 
should  be  taxed,  in  his  opinion,  above  all  other 
prmierty,  beoaose  it  allowed  tbe  stockholders, 
witnont  any  trouble  on  tbeir  part,  to  exercise 
their  different  avocations  and  profenions ;  and 
that  it  was  the  fhireet  subject  of  taxation  in  tbe 
world,  because  it  allowed  its  owner  other  dis- 
posal of  his  time. 

As  this  tax  formed  a  portion  <tf  the  revenne 
of  the  country,  it  must  be  manifest  that  tbe 
power  to  impoee  it  existed  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment from  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Union.  'When  the  constitution  was  formed, 
the  right  was  never  doubted.  Bnt  tills  power 
(taking  It  for  granted)  In  the  United  States  was 
poeseesed  aa  oonourrent  by  the  several  States, 
unless  where,  by  tbeir  own  eonsent,  it  was  «<• 
presely  denied  them  by  the  otwatitntitm.  Tfitfcia 
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their  own  jariedictioa  tfaer  posaeesed  as  full 
and  coDcarrent  power  of  taxation  ae  the  Gen- 
eral GoTemment.  To  prOTe  this,  he  would 
refer  to  the  earlj  ezposiEion  of  this  part  of  onr 
ooQstitDtion,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  when 
it  was  neoessarilr  best  nnderstood.  It  would 
be  foand  in  the  "Federalist,"  page  82,  written 
bj  Alexander  Hamilton. 

He  had  already  endeavored  to  show,  bj  the 
opinionj  of  Eainilton,  and  his  exposition  of  the 
eonstitation,  that  the  several  States  possessed  a 
concnrrent  power  of  taxation  with  the  Govern- 
ment itself,  nnless  when  defined  to  the  cod- 
trarf  i  and  these  were  limited  to  two  sobjecta, 
viz.,  importa  and  exports,  the  taxing  of  which 
ie  placed  in  the  Govemment  alone.  The  in- 
come on  the  pnblio  lands,  which  had  atnce  been 
crested,  might  be  also  adduced ;  bnt  where  the 
United  States  had  laid  a  tax  on  them,  did  it 
prevent  the  State  Government  from  taxing  the 
samel  BoUi  bad  done  so.  If  the  United 
Status  bid  its  hand  on  some  particular  objects 
for  taxation,  whether  slaves,  land  tax,  or  other 
things,  it  did  not  place  an  exdnsive  right  In  the 
Goveromeot;  because,  exercised  in  ttiose  par- 
ticulars, the  State  was  deprived  of  the  like 
power,  bnt  had  lilcewiae  a  correlative,  a  con- 
current power.  Nor  does  it  follow  that,  if  this 
corporation  be  invested  with  certain  immnni- 
ties,  thej  shall  operate  as  a  bar  against  the 
right  inherent  in  the  States,  Such  privileges, 
if  invested  in  those  individuals  in  their  corpo- 
rate capacity,  would  resemble  the  old  noblesse 
in  France,  whose  estates  were  exempt  from  all 
taxation,  throwing  the  burden  on  the  people, 
and  create  in  this  country  a  great  moneyed 
aristocracy,  a  privileged  class.  He  would  never 
consent  to  such  privueges.  Out  of  a  capital  of 
thirty-sii  millions,  only  seven  were  owned  by 
the  Government,  thus  leaving  twenty-nine  mil- 
lions of  exempted  property.  Then,  as  regarded 
the  property  owned  by  non-residents,  which,  it 
woDld  appear,  amonnt«d  to  one-fourth  of  the 
wholA  By  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
that  we  could  not  tax  the  subjects  of  a  foreign 
Government,  this  property  was  exempt ;  and  if 
this  argument  ana  decision  were  correct,  the 
whole  stock  of  the  bank  might  be  transferred, 
and  thoa  a  general  exemption  take  place. 
Oould  this  be  allowed  I  And  were  tlie  States 
to  be  called  on  by  their  anthority,  to  give  their 

Srotection  to  the  officers  of  this  corporation  resi- 
ent  within  them,  and  yet  be  restricted  from 
taxing  the  property  and  the  individuals  thus 
protected!  He  would  ask,  what  boon  was 
given  to  the  States  in  lieu  I 

Ur.  B.  referred  to  tlie  laws  tbat  bad  already 
been  passed  for  taxing  ihe  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  tliird  volume  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  Stales,  would  be  fonnd  an  imposi 
tion  of  a  direct  tax,  and,  among  otlier  thing; 
the  law  imposee  a  stamp  tax  on  the  notes  of  al 
the  banks ;  and  the  Bulk  of  the  United  States 
then,  existing  under  the  anthority  of  the  United 
States,  had  a  tax  imposed  on  it,  and  did  make 
tJie  compotltion  of  one  per  oent.  provided  for 


by  that  law.  The  other  law  was  that  of  181], 
which  law  ii^wsed  a  tax  on  bfluks,  and  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  theo  u- 
empted.  If  the  Government,  then,  poswsMS 
the  power  of  taxiug  the  United  States  Bink, 
how  is  it  that  the  States  are  to  be  divMtd  «( 
that  power!  It  has  been  said  that,  if  ttili 
power  be  conceded  to  the  Stales,  they  will  ut 
widely  and  inconsiderately,  and  tax  the  \iiX 
to  its  ruin.  But,  because  a  power  in«j  U 
abused,  does  It  argne  that  this  power  doea  nnt 
exist  f  If  this  be  conceded,  it  would  prohibit 
the  exercise  of  all  lawfbl  power,  both  by  Ib« 
Federal  and  State  Governments.  He  tncaat  do 
disrespect  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statei, 
when  he  asked  tf  tbere  had  never  been  u 
abuse,  or  indiscreet  exercise  of  power,  on  their 
part  Where  was  the  remedy,  when  there  vu 
such  an  indiscreet  exerdae  of  power  I  Tttera 
none,  other  than  in  the  letarnin;  pcA 
i  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  eur- 
cised  through  their  representatives.  He  id- 
mttted  that  the  State  of  Ohio  had  acted  infe- 
erectly  in  taxing  the  bank  so  eitravsguittj  u 
ahe  did.  But  let  ns  review  the  circnmstuMi 
under  which  she  acted.  At  the  doee  dtlie 
war,  there  was  no  Bank  of  the  United  Stilt^ 
but  the  ourreney  of  the  country  wu  coeSiKd 
to  notes  of  the  SUte  banks.  The  Govemmmt 
iqiplied  to  these  hanks,  and  ui^ed  them  to  t«Ie 
its  loans.  He  was  in  OongreM  at  tbe  time  itiit 
the  cashiers  attended,  and  exposed  the  siCu- 
don  of  tiie  bank,  we  Iiave  no  money,  aid 
they ;  but  we  have  stock  on  which  m  naie 
onr  discounts',  we  consider  this  cash,  vhicb 
conld  be  realimd  in  time  of  peace,  but  now  not 
available.  Every  bank  applied  to,  thos  eipoHd 
their  situation,  and  declared  their  InibililT  tt^ 
lend ;  that  when  war  came,  their  ntunog 
wonld  be  perilous,  for  the  stock  on  which  iW 
relied,  and  which  yielded  them  sii  per  cent, 
could  not  be  turned  into  money,  in  esse  flf ' 
prcsBore  on  their  banks.  The  reply  of  the  Se^ 
retary  was  that  of  a  stat^man,  Tbe  Goven- 
ment,  siud  he,  must  have  money ;  and  tbe  icd- 
sequence  waa,  specie  payments  by  the  bMb 
ceased;  the  Government  contioued  to  kU 
Treasury  notes  to  them,  and  they  confiBiied  » 
make  loans  to  the  Government.  Tbe  hMw  » 
these  banks  not  paying  specie,  were  ^^^ 
an  immense  amount,  and  ctrcnlated  tbrooghim 
the  country,  for  the  payment  of  the  trooj*  «iw 
for  the  purchase  of  all  the  sup]diea  aeedrflo 
carry  on  the  war ;  for,  nnfortunitdy,  tbe  b»iin 
that  did  pay  specie,  refused  to  leH  meae;  id 
support  an  "  unnatnral  and  uiiJust  war."  ItTt" 

C»  came,  no  time  was  allowed  to  these 
ks,  who  had  pnt  into  drculatiMi  sach  sv«s« 
amount  of  notes  in  order  to  serve  the  Gore^- 
ment,  to  call  in  iheir  drcnlation:  but,  farpm 
of  the  henefita  received  from  tlleo^  tbe  Oov- 
emment  immediately  created  another  bu*,  J" 
compel  those  banks  to  find  specie  for  th« 
amount  they  had  ouL  That  w«  the  (WK- 
quencel  The  Bank  of  the  United  StatM  ««?' 
into  operation  with  not  three  niilliooi,  ma.  >>■ 
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leas  thu)  eighteen  months,  issaed  notes  to  the 
imoont  of  eighteen  millionB,  which  was  after- 
wards reduced  to  ma«,  millions.  The  State 
banlu  were  drained  of  their  specie  to  BQppIy 
th«  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  (npwarda  of 
Kventj-two  millions  were  drawn  from  Ken- 
tnckj  sad  Ohio  alone,)  antil  thej  found  them- 
wlves  m  a  gitnation  of  great  depression  and 
embairunnent,  and  many  of  them  were  rained. 
Now,  it  was  not  astonishing  that,  in  this  state 
of  tbiogs,  when  such  a  besom  of  destruction 
vw  aweeping  away  the  State  institutions,  and 
the  fortnnes  of  individuals  connected  with 
t1)«m,  that  there  should  have  been  snch  an  ex- 
citemeat  as  caosed  the  legislation  of  the  State 
cf  Obio,  before  referred  to.  At  thai  Terr  time, 
the  State  of  Eentacky  was  employing,  through 
tfae  mediam  of  her  State  bank,  a  eanital  of 
KTen  hondred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  ac- 

Sired  by  the  ssle  of  her  Green  Kiver  lands, 
is  was  the  ease,  also,  with  the  State  of  Ohio, 
who  made  a  aimilar  investment  of  her  capital. 
Tb«  tnnk  interfered,  and  these  State  institn- 
'6,00%  were  ruined.  Here  was  the  cause  of  tlie 
titraordinaiy  ezoitement  which  produced  that 
citrtHirdiaar;  taxation  of  a  t>ank  that  had  pro- 
dsced  so  mnch  injary.  He  was  not  now  argU' 
iig  the  question  whether  the  bank  should  be 
rwhsrtered  or  not ;  he  was  only  contending 
that,  if  it  should  he  rechartered,  it  should  not 
b«  in  such  a  way  as  to  have  the  power  of 
breaking  down  the  State  institntions. 

Kr,  uuBiXi  said  that,  reeognizlDg  the  right 
of  the  several  States  to  g^ve  instructions  to 
Ibeic  Seostors,  who  onght  to  consider  them- 
Belies  bound  to  ob^  them,  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  yielding  a  ready  olwdienee  to  the  instrao- 
lions  contu^ned  in  the  resolntions  he  then  held 
in  his  hands.  Ihese  resolutions  were  adopted 
it  the  late  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  had  never  yet  been 
iiresented  to  the  Senate.  The  Bnbjeot  had  a 
loo^  time  been  nnder  discus^on,  and  that  reso- 
lotion  had  finally  reodved  the  ooncurrenoe  of 
■  m^ority  of  two-thirds  of  the  Legislatore. 
He  Iwlieved,  therefore,  that  they  spoke  the 
Isngaage  of  a  majority  of  the  State.  He 
sboold  accordingly  vote  agunst  the  hill,  in 
vtiateTer  shape  or  form  it  might  be  modified. 
He  took  this  opportunity  of  ezpreaaing  his  dis- 
spprobation  to  granting  a  great  moneyed  mo- 
Dc^ioly  in  oonuaeration  of  a  bonus.  He  con- 
curred in  the  prinoiplea  of  the  amendment 
offered  b^  the  gentleroan  from  Alabama,  affirm- 
ing the  rights  of  the  States  to  tax  the  branches 
of  the  b^  to  the  extent  that  they  tax  their 
o«Q  insiitations,  and  should  give  to  the  amend- 
tneot  his  support;.  In  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  had  a  tanking  capital  of  twenty-four 
millions,  all  paid  in,  and  many  insnrance  and 
ether  iaeorporal«d  companies,  all  such  instita- 
tions  were  taxed,  not  by  the  State,  for  there 
was  no  State  tax,  so  colled,  but  taxed  under  the 
utboriy  of  the  Stat«  for  local  porposes.  The 
|ax«s  rued  &om  forty  to  eighty  cents,  averag- 
■ag  about  6&J  cents  on  tlie  one  hundred  dol- 


lara.  He  felt  that  he  shonld  neslect  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Sl«t«  he  represented  here.  If  be  did 
not  nrge  the  introduction  of  a  clause  in  the 

bill,  reserving  to  the  Stat«3  the  right  to  tax  the 
branches  of  the  bank  equally  with  their  insti- 
tutions. He  asked  the  resding  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  that  they  might  he  laid  on  the  table, 
Mr.  D.  then  handed  in  and  the  Secretary  read 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  instructing  their 
Senators  and  reqnesting  their  Bepresentatives 
in  Congress  to  oppose  the  rechortering  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Behton  said :  The  amendment  offered  by 
the  "Benator  trota  A1al>ama  (Hr.  Hooxk)  was 
declaratory  of  the  rights  of  we  States,  both  to 
refnse  admission  of  these  branch  bonks  into 
their  limits,  and  to  tax  them  like  other  prop- 
erty, if  admitted ;  if  this  amendment  was  struck 
on^  it  was  tantamount  to  a  legislative  declara- 
tion that  no  such  rights  existed,  and  would 
operate  as  a  conGrmation  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  that  effect  It  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  say  Ihot  the  rejection  of  the  amendment 
will  leave  the  charter  silent  npon  the  sutfjeot; 
and  the  rights  of  the  States,  whatsoever  they 
may  be,  w2l  remain  in  full  foroe.  That  is  the 
state  of  the  existing  charter.  It  is  silent  upon 
the  subject  of  Stote  taxotion ;  and  in  that 
silence  the  Supreme  Court  has  spoken,  and 
nullified  the  rights  of  the  SUtes.  That  oonrt 
has  decided  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  independent  of  State  tegislatjoni  eonso- 
quently,  that  she  may  send  branches  into  the 
States  in  defiance  of  their  laws,  and  keep  them 
there  without  the  payment  of  tax.  This  is  the 
decisiou;  and  the  decision  of  the  court  is  the 
law  of  the  land;  so  that,  if  no  declaratory 
clause  is  put  into  the  charter,  it  cannot  he  said 
that  the  new  ohortar  wilt  be  silent,  as  the  old 
one  was.  The  voice  of  the  Supreme  Court  ia 
now  heard  in  thai  rilence,  prooluming  the  su- 
premacy of  the  bank,  and  the  degrodation  of 
the  Stoles ;  ond,  unless  we  interpose  now  to 
coantervail  that  voice  by  a  legislative  declara- 
tion, it  will  be  impossible  for  the  States  to  re- 
sist it,  except  by  measnres  which  no  one  wishes 
to  contemplate. 

The  argument  that  these  branches  ore  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  Federal  Qovemment  to  oarrr 
on  its  fiscal  operations,  and,  therefore,  onght  to 
be  independent  of  State  legislation,  ia  answered 
and  expnnged  by  a  mattw  of  taot,  namely,  that 
Congress  itself  tys  determined  otherwise,  and 
that  in  the  very  charter  of  the  bank.  The 
charter  limits  the  right  of  the  Federal  Oovem- 
ment  to  the  establishment  of  a  single  branch, 
and  that  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia  I  The 
branch  at  this  place,  and  the  parent  bank  at 
Fhikdelpbia,  ore  all  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment hu  stipolated  for.  All  beyond  that  is 
left  to  the  bonk  itself  to  establish  branches  in 
the  States  or  not,  as  it  suited  its  own  lut«rest, 
or  to  employ  State  l>anks,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to'  do  the 
business  of  the  branches  for  the  United  Stales, 
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CoDgresa  is  conteoted  with  State  boolu 
Uie  businesa  of  the  branohea  in  the  States  ■  and, 
therefore,  aQthoriiee  the  verj  case  which  gen- 
tlemen apprehend  and  bo  londlj  deprecate,  that 
New  York  maj  refoae  her  asseut  to  the  cod- 
Idnaanoa  of  the  branches  within  her  limita,  and 
send  the  public  deposits  to  tbe  State  banks. 
This  is  what  the  charter  contemplates.  Look 
at  the  charter ;  see  the  fi>nrte«nth  artiole  of  the 
conatJtntioQ  of  the  bank ;  it  makes  it  optionarr 
with  the  direoton  of  the  bank  to  establiBti 
branches  in  such  States  as  thej  shall  think  fit, 
with  the  alternative  of  neing  State  banks  as  their 
snbstitates  in  States  in  which  thej  do  not 
choose  to  establish  branches.  Tbis  brings  the 
eBtabliabment  of  branches  to  a  private  affair,  a 
mere  qaestian  of  profit  and  loss  to  the  bank 
itself;  and  ruts  np  bj  Hie  roots  the  whole  ar- 
gument of  the  neoesutv  of  these  branches  t« 

tiie  fiscal  operations  of  the  Federal  Gi  ~ 

ment.  The  establishment  of  branches 
States  is,  then,  a  private  concern,  and  presents 
this  qoestion :  shall  non-reudenta  and  aliens — 
even  alien  enemiee,  for  soch  thej  may  be — have 
a  rixbt  to  cany  on  the  trade  of  banking  within 
the  limits  of  the  States,  without  their  consent, 
witbont  liabilitj  to  taxation,  and  without  amena- 
biUtj  to  St«te legislation)  Thesn^estion  that 
the  United  States  owns  an  interest  in  th 
bank,  is  of  no  avail.  If  sbe  owned  it  all, 
wonld  sljll  be  snbject  to  taxation,  like  all  other 
sropertj  is  which  she  holds  in  the  States.  The 
lanoa  which  she  had  obtained  from  individaals 
In  satis&otion  of  debts,  were  all  Bai)ject  to  tax- 
ation;  the  pnbtio  lands  which  she  held  bj 
grants  from  the  Stales,  or  purchases  from 
foreign  powers,  were  onlj  exempted  from  tax- 
ation bj  virtne  of  compacts,  and  the  payment 
of  five  per  oentnm  on  tiie  proceeds  of  the  sales 
for  that  exemption. 

The  right  of  the  States  to  tax  banking  insti- 
tnUons  of  every  kind.  State  or  federal.  Is  just  as 
clear,  and  rests  npon  the  same  fonndation,  as 
her  right  to  tax  land  and  honsea,  merchants  and 
JewellerSj  ferries  and  taverns.  The  right  clearly 
exists  with  respect  to  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank;  and  on^ht  Congress  to 
deatroj  that  right,  bj  refusing  to  insert  a 
declaratorr  clause  to  protect  it  against  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  t  Of  all  the  sub- 
jects of  taxation,  the  moneyed  power  is  the 
most  suitable  and  proper.  Jews  were  taxed, 
and  enormously  taxed,  all  over  Europe,  because 
iixBj  dealt  in  money.  They  were  made  to  bear 
the  chief  bnrden  of  taxation,  because,  having 
most  money,  they  were  most  able  to  bear  it. 
These  bran^  banks  ought  t«  be  taxed,  at  least 
as  much  Bs  the  oilJzens  of  the  State,  upon  the 
same  principle.  These  foreigners  and  uon-resl- 
dents,  carrying  on  the  trade  of  banking  within 
a  State,  and  making  immense  sums  ont  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  to  be  carried  off  and  ex- 
pended elsewhere,  and  contributing  nothing  to 
the  military  defence  of  the  Stat^  onght  cer- 
tainly to  contribute  in  money  to  the  support  of 
the  Qovemment  from  which  ihey  derive  all 
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the  benefits  of  wealth  and  protecUon.  Ttw 
lands  of  non-residents,  and  of  iliens,  are  not 
exempted  from  taxation;  why  ahould  tW 
banks  be  exempted  1  Great  is  toe  profit  vbidi 
the;  derive  fnKD  the  banking  bunaesa;  pai 
is  Uie  power  which  it  gives  them  over  the  per- 
sons ajid  the  property  of  onr  citizens.  Tt» 
bank  debt  is  now  about  seventy  millions  of  dcj- 
lors,  which  cannot  be  a  leas  aoDDal  In  upon 
the  people  of  this  Union  than  five  or  rii  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  In  the  West  slone  the  deU  ii 
near  thirty  mil^ons,  and  the  aonnil  interef^ 
with  exchange  and  other  charges,  ntu  \lam 
millions.  The  abduction  of  specie  from  the 
South  and  West,  by  the  operation  of  thtM 
branches,  is  now  ascertained  to  exceed  twcnlj- 
three  millions  of  dollars  I  Of  this  iramciiM 
sum,  Louisville  has  ftirnished  one  milllMi  one 
hundred  and  seven  IIiDDBand  five  hundred  mi 
sixt^-three  dollars ;  Cintinnati,  ni  haodiTd 
and  twenty-seven  thousand  dotlsn ;  VitU- 
baig,  about  nine  hundred  thousand;  SLI/ivi^ 
three  hundred  thansaod,  (wi&in  the  Isit  two 
years ;)  Sew  Orleans,  about  twelve  mUKou  of 
doUars,  besides  near  a  million  more  Bbippcd 
direct  to  Enrope,  without  f  asdug  tiirongh  the 
mother  bank.  When  earned  to  Philsddntiii, 
much  of  this  specie  is  sent  abroad,  to  be  aJd  tf 
a  premium  in  Europe.  Abont  five  miHiou  cf 
doUars  have  thas  t>eeii  exported  asd  sold  by 
the  bank  within  a  few  years  at  a  preminin  vf 
ninety  seven  thousand  one  hundred  ind  fbrt; 
dollars;  and,  in  tiea  of  specie  Uxos  abdieted 
from  the  SbnCh  and  West,  these  seetioos  an 
deluged  with  a  small  paper  currency,  as  iD«ti 
as  it  is  unsound  and  vicious,  and  prsctiaDj 
unconvertible  Into  specie,  because  It  ia  nude 
payable  five  hundred  or  a  thonstnd  milti  c£ 
All  the  flourishing  cities  of  the  West  ue  mort- 
nged  to  this  moneyed  power.  TbeyDUiybe 
levonred  by  it  at  any  moment.  TliejSRio 
the  jaws  of  the  monster  I  A  lamp  of  battel  ii 
the  mouth  of  a  dog  I  one  gulp,  cue  nrt!lo«, 
and  all  ia  gone ! 

The  question  was  tlien  token  on  striUng  oA 
Mr.  Uoobb's  amendment,  and  de«ided  in  tba 
affirmative,  by  the  fbllowing  vote  r 

Tua.— Henrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clar,  CUfWi, 
Dallia,  Ening,  Foot,  FreUnghuyien,  Hendiicb, 
BolmcB,  Johnston.  Kjiight,  KamUin,  FdndFiler, 


FrenUss,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Seymoar,  SiIri)M;  ^^ 
Bprague,  Upton,  Tomlinson,  Wun  —  ■ '  - 
Wilklni 


Wrbstw, 


NiTB.— Uessrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Btdwv,  DidtRmi, 
Dudley,  EUia,  Grundy,  HayiM,  HOI,  Kioe,  Ei% 
Hangnm,  Harcy,  UlQer,  Moon,  BobinMO,  Jut- 
velt,  Whhe— 18. 

Satdxdat,  June  S. 
Bailiff  Os  UniUdBtatm-SeclMrtr. 


The  Senate  agun.  Bitting  a 

the  Whole,  resumed  the  conriderttioa  of  the 
bank  bill.  ^^    „ 

The  series  of  amendments  sabmitted  by  ar. 
Beiitoh  came  up  in  order. 
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The  Gnt  wM  in  tha  following  words: 

"TluU  m>  mnch  of  the  ari^nat  ehirter  i 
•Irict*  khj  fdtnre  CoDgres  ftma  gnndog  ehaHin 
ot  idcorpoMtloo  to  otber  banking  coniuniei,  and 
fntM  an  eiehniTC  priTlltge  to  the  MockholdMt  in 
tte  Bank  «r  the  Dnlled  Statca,  BhaD  b«,  and  the 
mat  herabr  is,  repealed  tnn  tod  after  the  tirird 
itj  of  HaTch,  in  the  Tear  one  tiioaieiid  eight  hna- 
died  and  thirtj-aii." 

ICr.  BmnoH  pointed  oot  the  olanwa  in  the 
ebirter  which  granted  the  exolotive  pririlege, 
and  imposed  tlie  rerttiction,  which  it  was  the 
object  of  his  motioQ  to  abolish;  and  read  a 
part  of  the  i\fX  section,  which  enacted  that  no 
other  bonk  shoold  be  established  hj  anj  fntnre 
!i<T  of  the  0nitad  Statin,  darine  the  oontinuance 
of  that  charter,  and  which  pledged  tlie  faith 
of  the  United  States  to  the  observance  of  the 
iDonopolj  thereby  created.  He  said  the  privi- 
lege of  bonking,  here  granted,  wasan  ezclnmve 
pririlege,  a  monopoly,  and  nn  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  all  fntore  OoagreBseB,  as  well  as  of  the 
rights  of  all  citizens  of  the  Union,  for  the  term 
tbe  charter  had  to  mn,  and  which  might  be 
conadered  perpetoal ;  as  this  was  the  last  time 
thit  the  people  could  erer  make  head  against 
the  new  pohtical  power  which  raised  itself  in 
the  form  of  the  bank  to  orerbalanoe  every 
other  power  in  the  GovemiDent.  This  ezdn- 
n<re  privilege  is  oontrarj  to  the  genins  of  our 
Government,  which  is  a  Government  of  equal 
rights  and  not  of  exclnsive  privileges;  and  ft  is 
AtxAj  ananthorized  bjtheconstitation,  which 
onlj  admits  of  esdnsive  privileges  in  two  soli- 
tary, specified  oases,  and  each  of  ihcw  fonnded 
npon  a  natural  rignt,  the  case  of  anthors  and 
ioirentare;  to  wlxmi  Ckmgreas  Is  antboriced  to 
grant,  for  a  limited  time,  ue  exclnsive  privilege 
of  selling  their  own  writings  and  discoveries. 
Bat  in  the  ease  of  this  charter  there  is  no  nal^ 
nral  r%ht,  and  it  may  tie  well  said  there  is  no 
Umited  time ;  and  the  monopoly  is  far  more 
glaring  and  indefensible  now  than  when  first 
graolM ;  for  then  the  charter  was  not  granted 
to  any  partianlor  set  of  individnals,  but  lay  open 
to  all  to  subscribe  to  it ;  but  now  it  is  to  be 
ooatinned  to  a  particniar  set,  an4  many  of  them 
foreigners,  and  all  of  whom,  or  their  aaaigneea, 
had  already  enjoyed  the  privilege  for  twenty 
years.  If  Uiis  company  sncceeda  now  in  getting 
their  monopoly  continued  for  fifteen  years, 
'  they  will  so  entrench  themselves  In  wealth  and 
power,  that  they  will  be  enabled  to  perpetnate 
their  eharter,  and  transmit  it  as  a  private  in- 
berltanoe  to  their  posterity.  Onr  Government 
deliahU  in  rotation  of  office;  all  officers,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  are  amenable  to  that 
principle;  no  one  is  snfiered  to  remun  in  pow- 
er thirty-five  years ;  and  why  should  one  com- 
pany have  the  command  of  the  moneyed  pow- 
er of  America  for  that  long  period!  Can  it  be 
the  wiah  of  any  perstxi  to  establish  an  oligsrchy 
vitb  nnboonded  wealth  and  perpetual  existence, 
to  lay  the  fonndation  for  a  nobility  and  mon- 
archy in  this  America  I 

The  restiiotion  npon  fatnre  Oongreasea  is  at 


war  with  every  principle  of  omiatitntional  right 
and  legidative  equality.    If  the  oonstitntion  has 

E'ven  to  one  Congress  the  right  to  charter 
inks,  it  has  given  it  to  everv  one.  If  thia 
Congress  has  a  right  to  establish  a  bank,  every 
other  CoDgren  has.  The  power  to  tie  the 
hands  of  our  snoceesors  is  nowhere  given  to 
us;  what  we  can  do,  our  snccessorB  can;  a 
legislatiTe  body  is  always  eqnal  to  itself.  To 
make,  and  to  amend;  to  do,  and  to  nndo;  is 
the  prerogative  of  each.  Bnt  here  the  attempt 
is  to  do  what  we  onrselvee  cannot  amend — what 
onr  snooesBorB  cannot  amend — and  what  onr 
snooessors  are  forbidden  to  Imitate,  or  to  do  in 
any  form.  This  ahows  the  danger  of  assuming 
implied  powers.  If  the  power  to  establish  a 
national  bank  had  been  expreasly  granted,  then 
the  exercise  of  that  power,  being  onoe  exerted, 
would  be  exhausted,  and  no  further  legislation 
would  remain  to  be  done ;  bnt  this  power  ia 
now  assnmed  npon  construction,  after  having 
been  twice  rejected  in  the  convention  which 
IVamed  the  constitntion,  and  is,  therefore,  with- 
out limitation  as  to  number  or  character.  Mr. 
Uadison  was  express  in  hisopinions  in  the  year 
1791,  that,  if  there  was  one  bank  chartered, 
there  ought  to  be  several !  The  genins  of  the 
British  monarchy,  he  s^d,  fiavorea  the  concen- 
tration of  wealth  and  power  I  In  America,  the 
genius  of  the  Government  required  the  difibsi<Hi 
of  wealth  and  power.  The  eotablishment  of 
branchesdid  not  satisfy  the  principle  of  diffusion. 
Beveral  independent  banks  alone  could  do  it. 
The  branchek,  instead  of  lessening  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  dngle  institntion,  greatly  in- 
creased both,  by  giving  to  the  great  central 
parent  bank  an  organization  and  ramification 
which  pervaded  the  whole  Union,  drawing 
.wealth  from  every  part,  and  snt^ecting  every 
part  to  the  onwation^  political  and  pecuniary, 
of  the  oentreil  institntion.  Bnt  this  restriction 
ties  np  the  hands  of  Congress  from  granting 
other  charters.  Behaveasitmay — plnnge  into 
oil  elections — oonvolse  the  oonntey  with  expan- 
sions and  contractioDS  of  paper  currency — fiul 
ia  its  obility  to  help  the  meronants  to  pay  their 
bonds — stop  payment,  and  leave  the  Govern- 
ment no  option  but  to  receive  ite  dishonored 
notes  In  revenue  payments — and  still  it  would 
be  secure  of  its  monopoly ;  the  hands  of  all  fu- 
true  Congresses  would  be  tied  np ;  and  no  rival 
or  additional  banks  oonld  be  established,  to 
hold  it  in  check,  or  to  supply  its  place. 

ICr.  B.  concluded  his  remarks  with  showing 
the  origin,  and  also  the  extjnctioo  of  this  doc- 
trine in  England.  A  tory  Parliament  in  tiie 
reign  of  Queen  Anne  had  first  granted  an  ex- 
clnsive privilege  to  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
imposed  a  restriction  upon  the  right  of  fatnre 
Parliaments  to  establish  another  bank ;  and  the 
Ministry  of  182S  had  condemned  this  doctrine, 
and  proscribed  its  continuance  in  England. 
The  charter  granted  to  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  to  the  existing  bank  had  copied 
those  obnoxious  clauses ;  bnt  now  that  they 
were  condemned  in  £ii^and  as  too  tuyoat  and 
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odionsfor  that  inonsrchial  country,  th«y  ought 
oertainl;  to  be  discarded  inthisreptiblio,  wbera 
equal  rights  were  the  vital  prinoiple  and  rnling 
fleatnre  of  all  our  inBtitutions. 

There  was  now  k  call  for  the  qaestion ;  and, 
on  division,  the  amendment  waanjeoted,  aafol- 

TlAS.— Messre.  Benton,  Broirn,  Dndlej,  Ellis, 
Grundj,  Hajoe,  Hill,  Sine,  KInf;,  Hare;,  Miller, 
Moore,  Tirewell,  Troop,  Tyler,  While— IB. 

NiTB.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bnckrer,  Clay,  Cl&yton, 
Dallu,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinfthuysen,  HEudricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  KnlEht,  Naudaio,  Foiodoxler, 
Prenlias,  Bobbins,  RoUnson,  Rogglas,  Eejinour, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Bpragoe,  Tipton,  Tomliiiaoii,  Wag- 
gaman,  Webster — 26. 

Hr.  Beittos's  second  amendment  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

*'  That  the  stockbolden  In  fii  corporation  shall 
b«  Uable  !□  their  individuHl  and  prirste  capacities 
to  tlie  amount  of  their  stock,  if  the  said  corpora- 
tion should,  at  any  time,  fail  or  refuse  to  pay  its 
notes,  bills,  bonds,  obligaUooi,  drafts,  or  other  s«- 
curiUes,  in  gold  or  silver  coin ;  and  the  holders 
thereof  may  sue  said  stoclcbolders  before  any  tribu- 
nal hsTiog  jorisdiction  thereof." 

This  provision,  said  Ur.  B.,  is  copied  l^om 
the  chaH»r  of  the  famons  Soottisli  banks,  which 
are  now  ooosidered  as  the  models  of  all  good 
banks;  and  the  good  effects  it  has  produced  in 
those  institutions  sbonld  encourage  all  others 
to  assume  it.  The  provi^oo  is  founded  in  the 
jnst  medinm  between  the  ooinman  law  princi- 

(>Ie  uf  partnerships,  which  makes  each  partner 
labia  for  the  whole  debts  of  the  concern,  and 
tbe  corporation  principle,  which  absolves  each 
partner  from-  all  liability.  Each  of  these  ex- 
tremes was  equally  unjust  in  a  banking  institu- 
tion. The  liability  of  each  stockholder  for  the 
whole  debta  of  the  corporation,  would  always 
be  unjust  with  respect  to  himself,  aod  nugatory 
with  respect  to  the  public ;  the  total  exemption 
from  all  liability  was  nnjast  to  the  publio,  as 
Btockholders  might  contioue  to  live  in  affluence, 
while  those  who  held  their  notee  might  be  re- 
daced  to  beggary.  Liability  to  the  amount  of 
the  stock  was  the  true  principle,  and,  be^des 
being  jnst  in  itself,  was  a  prinoiple  of  easy  ap- 
plication ;  as  the  holders  of  the  notee,  on  the 
Fdlnre  of  the  bank,  could  imAediately  bring 
their  actions  ag^nst  any  stockholder,  and  con- 
tinne  to  recover  from  him  nntil  be  had  pdd  up 
the  amount  of  bis  stock. 

Bnt  the  fact  was,  that,  where  this  prindple 
prevailed,  there  was  no  occasion  to  enforce  it. 
It  was  the  trae  check  and  control  over  the 
banks;  the  effectual  restraiut  upon  over-issues. 
The  Scottish  banks,  which  contained  it,  had 
never  stopped  payment;  tbe  Bank  of  S^gland, 
which  did  not  contain  it,  bad  twice  stopped. 
It  was  tlie  true  security,  and  the  only  one, 
against  sudden  expansions  and  contractions  of 
the  currency — those  ebbs  and  flows,  in  which 
there  is  a  deluge  of  paper  to-day,  and  every- 
body ruDs  in  debt,  and  a  dearth  of  pqier  to- 
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morrow,  and  all  debtors  are  mined.  Tbe 
preeenoe  of  soch  a  provinon  preventa  the  bank 
from  running  the  risk  of  these  expansions  ind 
oontractions,  and  keeps  it  to  the  same  steady 
line  of  badness  which  prudent  merchant!  and 
traders  follow,  tt  was  the  l)eat  of  reme^es  for 
tbe  evils  to  which  banks  were  mostsnbjeet; 
it  was  the  remedy  of  prevention  I  for  whererer 
it  existed,  it  bad  proTeated  over-isanea,  sod 
suspensions  of  specie  payment.  Foreigners 
alone  conld  not  be  reached  by  the  provision,  as 
their  reridenoe  in  foreign  countries  woald  pro- 
tect them  egidnst  snita;  and  this  formed  an  ad- 
ditional argument  against  the  adrafsrion  of 
aliens  into  uiis  corporation. 

The  question  being  taken  on  thb  ameBdmcnt, 
it  was  also  n^eoted^yeaa  6,  nays  84. 

ICr.  BxnTos'a  third  amendment  was  then 
read: 

><  That,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  April,  ISU, 
no  member  of  Congrcaii,  or  officer  of  the  Federil 
GOTcmmeat,  or  alien,  shall  hold  any  stock  in  aid 


Ur.  Bkntoit  aaii,  it  wta  fhnu  no  illiberal 
prqndice  agfunst  forei^enthat  hepnqwwd  to 
eilude  them  from  an  intercat  in  this  natioBsl 
institution.  If  foreigners  came  to  the  Uniltd 
States  to  live,  and  to  plant  their  posterity 
among  us,  he  was  for  rec^ving  them  with  kind- 
ness and  respect,  and  extending  to  them  all  tb« 
advantages  of  our  laws  and  Oovenment;  but 
while  these  foreigners  remuned  in  tbeir  on 
countries,  snbjeet  to  a  foreign  prinee,  and 
bound  by  their  alle^ance  to  bim  to  prefer  tna 
interest  to  oura,  whenever  they  came  in  cM- 
fliot,  he  was  wholly  opposed  to  conferring  np«a 
them  powers  and  privileges  which  would  «iaU* 
tbem  to  exercise  an  l^nenee  over  onr  pros- 
perity, and  to  engroee  advantages  whi^  our 
citizens  would  Kgoice  to  poseesa.  Thk  bant  i> 
called  a  national  institution ;  it  even  bears  Chs 
name  of  the  United  States,  as  if  it  actually  be- 
longed to  the  Federal  Government ;  yet  at  this 
very  moment  foreigners  hold  eight  and  a  half 
millions  of  the  stock,  are  rapidly  inoreating 
their  investments  in  it,  and  may,  if  they  plesM, 
become  its  sole  owners!  How  cwitndidory 
and  abaard  that  a  naticmal  institntion  shonM 
belong  to  aliens  t  That  a  bank  bearicg  tbe 
name  of  the  United  States,  should,  in  fact,  bs 
the  private  property  of  tbe  nobility  and  gentry 
of  Great  Bntain  1 

Money  is  called  the  sinews  of  war :  whit 
then  must  be  the  condition  of  the  Unittd 
States,  if^  involved  in  another  war  with  Gnat 
Briton,  all  these  sinews  should  be  in  the  po»- 
session  of  the  enemy  t  But,  without  extend- 
ing our  speculations  to  a  state  of  war,  whidi 
may  be  remote,  and  which  we  would  wish  to 
be  improbable,  it  is  BnfB<»ent  to  conteroplste 
tbe  dangers  of  a  foreign  moneyed  inflaeaee 
among  us  in  time  of  peace.  What  has  been  tbe 
bane  of  all  confederacies,  ancient  and  taoderot 
Was  it  not  foreign  influence,  and  that  inflnenee 
procnred  by  money  t    Look  at  the  intrigne*  of 
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Philip  in  GrMoe;  look  at  the  iatrignes  of  the 
aei^boriDg  powen  in  the  afiJun  of  the  Dotoh, 
tbe  Swiat,  «ad  th«  G«nnanio  coofederBotea ; 
moatj  WIS  at  the  root  of  all  these  intri^et; 
and  the  HTiTsl  of  armie*  wta  always  preoeded 
b;  the  corruption  of  oraton  and  writers.  Bnp- 
poaa  the  Btak  of  the  United  States  to  coatinne 
to  ^ide  into  the  hands  of  foreigaets  nntil  it  b 
mtlowed  np,  or  naarlj  swallowed  np,  bj  tbe 
hereditary  nobili^,  tlie  prime  mimstora,  and 
th«  101111417  '^^  naval  offioen,  of  Enr^MSn 
MTcru^s;  will  not  this  foreign  aristooracj 
then  hare  tbe  control  of  the  moneyed  power 
ofonrAmerioal  And  will  thej  not  use  that 
power  to  raise  np  an  American  aristooraoy, 
■nd  to  depreas  the  Amerioan  demooraoy  I  As- 
■uedlf  they  will;  and,  as  the  oh«rter  now 
Uad^  they  may  not  only  nae  their  own  money, 
lot  the  CTedit  and  revenoes  of  the  United 
States,  to  corrapt  the  press  and  the  leoislatnre, 
to  goTem  elections,  to  tamper  with  in^vidiiala, 
to  eorich  and  to  impoT«rish  whom  they  please, 
sod  to  put  np  and  poll  dowp  public  men  ao- 
mtding  to  their  own  views. 

There  is  no  excose  for  inenrrina  this  danger. 
ForaigD  capital  is  not  needed  &i  the  DoTted 
StsUfc  Oinr  own  dtiiens  have  more  than  they 
cu  employ;  and,  bendea,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  needs  leas  piiTate  capital  than 
sny  other  bank  in  the  world.  The  credit  tad 
rcTenaee  of  the  United  Btatoa,  and  the  reoeiva- 
bititj  (rf  its  notes  in  payment  of  pnblio  dues, 
■re  its  real  oapital,  and  diminisb  the  want  of 
private  capital  throoghont  the  institutioo,  and 
totsUy  dispense  wim  it  in  one-third  of  the 
branches.  Thiaia  known  to  everybody.  Then, 
why  go  abroad  for  foreign  enl^  t  Oar  own 
cdtiuns  are  ^>plyiiig  for  this  oliarter ;  tbey  are 
offeriag  fire  timu  as  maeh  for  it  as  theee 
foreigners  offer ;  then,  why  oontinne  the  mo- 
BopMy  to  foreigners !  If  the  capital  of  the 
bsak  was  tiiree  times  what  it  is,  every  dollar 
cf  the  stock  wonid  be  taken  by  onr  own  citi- 
rau.  If  the  present  bank  was  broken  ap  into 
three  independent  moderate  inetitntions,  the 
sitiiens  of  the  Sonth  and  West  wonld  qoiokly 
•abteribe  for  one  bank  each.  Besides  the  dan- 
ger* tg  foreign  influence,  a.id  the  injary  to  onr 
own  utixeoH,  ^m  permitting  foreigners  to 
i»otinae  to  hold  sto<^  in  this  bank,  Mr.  B. 
dirdt  eonnderably  on  the  injury  which  was 
done  to  tbe  country  &om  tbe  annnal  transfer 
of  money  from  the  United  States  to  Europe,  to 
pay  the  dividends  to  the  foreign  stockholders. 


lbs  amoniit  now  anmuUr  drawn  was  great;  it 
wai  on  tlw  ioorease,  for  uiena  were  contionally 
uigrcaring  stock ;  it  mi^t  amonnttothe  whole 
snnoal  pr^taof  the  bank,  for  aliens  might  sno- 
cted  in  aoqniring  tbe  whole  stock ;  and  then 
the  Amerioan  oitisens  mi^t  pay  a  larger  reve- 
una  to  their  bank  lords  tn  Enrope  than  to  their 
own  Oovemment  in  tbe  United  States.  The 
■oddbI  pr^ts  of  tiie  bank  now  were  between 
four  and  five  ndllions  of  dollars;  they  might 
be  carried  np  to  double  that  som,  and  doubtless 
would  be  mder  the  new  and  extended  charter; 
TobZI^-SI 


and  then  the  people  of  America  wonld  find 
their  resonroes  in  the  hands  of  absentees,  to  be 
expended  abroad  for  the  enrichment  of  foreign 
States. 

The  exclusion  of  members  of  Congress,  and 
ofBoers  of  Government,  from  participation  in 
the  bank,  was  necessary,  in  tbe  opinion  of  Hr. 
B.,  to  the  parity  of  tbe  Government,  and  to 
the  better  administration  of  tbe  affairs  of  the 
tiank.  One  of  the  most  balefril  operations  in  a 
national  bank  was  tbe  bnsiness,  or  trick,  of 
stockjobbing.  It  was  a  speciee  of  gambling,  in 
whioh  pabho  meaanrea  were  made  to  operate 


gresB  I 
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greea,   or  piece   of  e_.  . .. 

wonld  have  the  effect  <^  raising  or  tfepreasiiig 
stocks,  and  throwing  bairns  and  specnlations 
in  the  hands  of  the  initiated,  at  the  expense  of 
ionajide  holders.  Pnblic  men  shonld  nave  no 
temptaHon  to  engage  in  snob  practices,  and 
therafore,  shonld  have  no  interest  in  the  bank. 
Agun :  tbe  bank  is  to  be  under  the  supervision 
of  Congress ;  it  has  a  right  to  Investig^e  Its 
proceedings,  to  condemn  its  conduct,  and  to 
order  a  scin  faeia*  against  it  for  violations  of 
ita  charter.  Is  it  to  be  aupposed  that  this  sn- 
perviaory  power  will  ever  be  exerted  if  Con- 
'  I  filled  with  the  stockholders  of  tbe 
The  evils  of  this  oonneotioD  between 
the  offioers  of  the  Government  and  the  bank, 
have  been  folly  experienced  in  Great  Britain, 
where  members  of  Parliament  bad,  by  a  danse 
in  the  Bank  of  England  charter,  a  right  to  own 
its  stock,  and  where  they  had  always  voted  on 
the  aide  of  tbe  bank  against  the  people  in  every 
question  betT/een  them.  In  1797,  they  had 
absolved  tbe  bank  from  liability  to  redeem  its 
nolea  in  specie,  and  afterwards  made  tbe  notes 
of  this  insolvent  bank,  tbat  ia  to  aay,  their  own 
notes,  a  legal  tender  in  discharge  of  all  debts, 
and  eoDtinned  that  iniqnitons  law  for  twenty- 
five  years.  To  guard  against  such  dangers  in 
America,  we  shonld  avoid  the  oanse  which 
led  to   them   in   England,  and  exolnde    onr 

C'  lio  fnnctioiuriea  from  all  interest  in  onr 
k. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
when  it  was  rejected— yeaa  11,  nays  83. 

Ur.  Bairrox't  fbnrtb  amendment  wai  aa  fol- 
lows: 

"  That  the  said  corporation  shall  not  iune  any 
cnrrenoy  which  shall  not  be  ^jable,  on  demand,  at 
the  branch  bank  where  fltat  issued,  and  suly'ect  to 
the  penalties  for  non-pajioent,  or  delay  of  payment, 
mendoned  in  the' seventeenth  section  of  the  char- 

ICr.  BsKTOir  remarked  that  be  bad  proposed 
ibis  amendment  to  test  whether  it  was  int«ided 
to  make  the  bank  a  specie-paying  bank,  or  the 
contrary.     He  would  aak  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  by  the  following 
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ej,  IDIler,  Hoore,  Tuewell,  Troup,  Tjlcr,  Wbile— 
17. 

NaT!.— Venn.  Belt,  CI17,  CUjton,  Dilli^  Dick- 
enon,  Swing,  Foot,  Fr^DghayaeD,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johniton,  Kai^ht,  NBadaio,  Folndezter, 
Preatioi,  Robbtns,  Robmsoo,  Bonlei,  Seymour, 
SUbee,  gmiih,  Spngue,  Tiptoo,  Tomluuon,  Wsg- 
gunu,  Webster,  WUkint~27. 


UoNCAT,  Jane  4, 
Sank  of  tU  United,  Slalet—Bteharttr. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
modify  sod  continne  the  net  to  iooorporate  the 
•ubscribera  to  the  Bank  of  the  Ucited  States. 

The  question  being  to  ooocnr  in  the  amend- 
ments mode  Id  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
tbe  Srat  amendment,  striking  oat  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  hill,  being  nnder  consideration, 

Hr.  Hatnb  said  that  the  apeciaJ  committee 
bj  whom  the  bill  was  introduced  had  thought 
it  advisable  to  put  k  check  on  the  practice 
which  had  grown  np  of  circulating  bank  orders 
M  oarrency ;  and  also  to  restrict  the  issuing  of 
notes  not  payable  at  the  ofBce  where  issued. 
He  bill,  as  DOW  reported,  woald  not  effect  these 
ottjeeta.  The  third  seotioiL  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  strike  ont,  enacted  that  it  sbonld  not 
M  lawful  for  the  bank  to  issue  or  pnt  into  cir- 
culation notes  of  a  lesssmonnt  than$GO,  which 
would  not  be  payable  at  the  office  where  iasned, 
"except  the  same  be  done  at  the  instance  and 
request  of  the  persons  to,  or  for  whom  the 
notes  shall  be  issued."  He  tiionght  that  this 
BOCtion  was  absolately  necessary,  with  the  ex- 
G^ion  of  the  last  olaose,  which  had  a  nugatory 
effect.  He  wonid,  tlierefore,  move  that  the 
Senate  onl^  concur  in  striMng  out  the  last 
olanse,  retaining  the  first  part  of  the  section. 

Mr.  Bibb  rose  to  submit  a  motion.  He  pro- 
posed that  the  first  part  of  the  original  section 
should  stand,  and  to  amend  it  by  enacting  that 
tbe  bank,  in  lieu  of  a  bonns,  should,  during  the 
oontinoance  of  the  charter,  make  loans  and  dis- 
counts at  a  rate  of  interest  not  eioeediog  five 
per  cent  per  annum.  In  advocating  the  policy 
of  the  measure,    Hr.    B.    expressed   himself 

r'nst  the  payment  of  a  bonus  by  the  bank, 
would  dispense  with  it  alto^;etiier,  for  two 
reasons.  He  was  disposed  against  the  United 
States  selling  ont  privileges :  if  the  bank  was 
neoeesary  for  the  operations  of  Qovemment — 
the  creation  of  snob  an  institution  requisite — 
tbe  United  States  should  take  no  money  fh>m 
■n  agent  thus  indispensable.  And  a^ain,  he 
was  adverso  to  puttmg  more  money  mto  the 
Treasury  than  exigencies  called  for;  and  he 
was  sorry  to  say  there  was  every  fear  of  our 
revenue  being  too  abundant. 

But^  inasmuch  as  benefits  will  arise  to  the 
institntion  thus  created,  from    the  eicluuve 

Srivileges  and  fi-anchise  with  which  it  will  be 
■Tested,  the  benefits  thus  resulting  will  justify 
the  corporation  being  called  on  to  give  corre- 
qtonding  benefits  to  tiie  country;  and  in  no  way 
could  the  country  at  large  be  more  benefited 


than  in  a  reduction  of  the  intereat  on  mtNiey. 
It  would  facilitate  trade,  and  improve  and  in. 
crease  the  productive  labor  thronghoot  tb* 
TTnion.  Ana,  considering  the  high  ^vantigN 
which  the  stockholders  guned  from  their  pn»- 
ertr  beiog  thus  invested,  affording  them  profit 
and  value  withont  expense  or  trouble  on  their 
part,  exceeding  that  of  private  individnsk  in 
any  other  business  or  trade,  he  thooght  tbit  a 
reduction  of  one  per  cent,  would  be  trat  a  nuQ 
equivalent. 

Kr.  £wiHa  oppoeed  the  propodtiou  of  tbe 
gentieman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Bibb.)  It 
would  not  have  the  effect  which  was  eculem- 
plated,  of  lowering  the  intereat  ot  mmey 
throughout  the  country.  This  most  be  left  to 
lis  own  operation ;  the  value  of  money  would 
rise  or  faU  according  to  its  productions;  itmuit 
be  left  to  find  iU  own  level  In  the  Stale  itf 
New  York,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  wu 
limited,  OS  elsewhere,  to  six  per  cent  interest, 
and  yet  the  State  banks  were  charging  seven 
per  cent.  It  could  not  effect  the  bentfitthst 
was  promised  to  tbe  whole  counby,  becanu, 
let  the  bank  lower  its  intereat  to  five  per  cenC, 
its  capital  is  not  lan^e  for  the  whole  cirealatian 
of  the  country.  He  would  vole  against  iha 
gentieman's  proposition. 

Mr.  BnoKNEB  also  oppoeed  the  measure;  and 
the  question  was  not  decided  when  the  Beula 
adjourned. 


TcXBDXT,  June  S. 
£ani  ^  (Ae  IThMsd  aUkUt—RttkatUtr. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
bill  to  modify  and  continue  the  act  to  iccorpo- 
rale  the  subsoribers  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  moti(»  to 
strike  out  the  muse  providing  for  tbe  bmoa, 
and  to  insert  a  provision  that  the  intertst  cm 
loans  and  discounts  made  by  the  bonk  should 
not  exceed  five  per  cent., 

Hr.  C1.1.TTON  gave  tbe  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  vote  sgsJnst  the  provis-ou  to  snend. 
His  own  opinion  was,  that,  if  the  amendmeid 
prevailed,  it  would  prove  injurious  to  the  bink, 
to  the  State  banks,  and  to  the  people  of  tbe 
oonntry.  Some  gentiemen  seemed  to  tlunk 
that  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  intereet  would 
be  highly  benefidat  to  the  hank,  by  iuereannf 
its  profits.  The  l>a]ik  had  always  had  tbe 
ability  to  discount  at  five  per  cent;  md, 
always  having  tiie  ability,  if  it  was  so  adTUi- 
tageous,  why  had  not  the  directors  resorted  t« 
the  practice  of  making  loans  and  discount)  et 
five  per  cent  I  The  astuteness  of  tboee  who 
administered  tbe  affairs  of  tbe  bank  bad  nem 
discovered  what  seemed  to  have  been  so  lod- 
denly  found  out  here.  He  thought  that  IhoM 
whose  duty  it  was  to  protect  the  mteresti  of  tbe 
stockholders,  had  taken  this  sat]Ject  into  con- 
sideration before  now,  and  had  g^ven  to  it  a 
proper  examination.    He  waa  not  diq>oeed  to 
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I^slate  on  thU  bilL  merelj  for  the  benefit  of 
the  bvik,  but  ha  bGII  thought  that  tJie  mslitn- 
tiaa  was  entitled  t«  some  consideration,  because 
it  vt»  the  iustrament  of  the  Oovernment  for 
greii  national  objects,  which  would  be  defeated 
if  ita  interestii  were  entirely  overlooked.  If  the 
8«aate,  however,  looked  to  the  intflreata  of  the 
bank  alone,  the  present  motion  oonld  not  be 
Rutained.  It  would  ga  to  change  the  whole 
listen)  of  the  banlcing  operations,  and  flnch 
dungs  was  notreqnirM  bj  pablio  opinion.  In 
DM  one  of  all  the  nnmeroiis  memoriais  which 
had  been  preseat«d  to  the  Senate,  was  there 
iDj  request  to  redaoe  the  rata  of  Interest. 
Neither  in  any  of  the  memorials  from  the  State 
tianks,  nor  in  those  from  the  people,  had  the 
nibjeet  been  toaubed.  There  baa  not  been  a 
tingle  indication  of  pablie  opinion  that  snob  a 
diuige  was  desired ;  and  no  one  but  the  mover 
of  the  proposition  attached  the  slightest  im- 
portaaoe  to  the  Idea.  Most  of  the  Stat«  banks, 
and  emeciallT  those  vhiob  stood  on  the  most. 
•olid  basis,  bad  presented  themselves  to  the 
Senate  in  favor  of  the  bank.    Let  this  amend- 


tguii9t  the  passage  of  the  bilL  The  operation 
of  Qie  measnre  must,  in  some  measore,  be  to 
reduce  their  profits,  and  compel  tbem  to  cnrtdl 
Ihsir  business.  The  hostilit;  of  all  these  insti- 
lationa  would  be  enlisted  against  the  bank,  and 
that  hostilitj  would  be  felt  on  some  future  oe- 
Gs^on.  The  banks  would  still  continue  to  lend 
monej  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,,  and  favor- 
ita  boiTowers  would  obtain  loons  at  five  per 
cent.,  and  lend  them  ont  agun  at  six  or  seven 
per  cent  There  could  not  be  a  worse  propor- 
tion than  to  fix  the  interest  at  five  per  cent, 
imee  it  woold  arror  all  the  State  banks  against 
the  institntioii. 

Ur.  TTI.BB  eeld  the  more  he  had  refected  on 
the  proposition  now  before  the  Senate,  tlie 
more  he  had  been  impressed  with  its  impor- 
tance and  magnitude.  Ee  would  go  so  far  as 
to  sa7  that,  In  his  opinion,  it  was  second  to  but 
one  which  had  engaged  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress daring  the  present  session.  Ee  believed 
that  while  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment would  iniict  no  injury  upon  the  bank, 
it  would  confer  the  greatest  benefit  opon  society. 
Would  it  impose  an  nigust  limitation  on  tbe 
baokt  If  it  wonld,  be  would  abandon  it  alto- 
gethor;  for  while  he  eonld  not  vote  for  re- 
chartering  the  institution,  he  would  not  infuse 
■  secret  poiaon  into  ita  vitals,  which  would 
affect  its  capadtj  to  do  good.  It  asked  a  pro- 
longation of  its  ezisUnce,  and  Congress  should 
take  csre  to  engraft  upon  its  charter  snob  pro- 
viuoni  as  would  benefit  the  community. 

The  first  reflection  whioh  oceurs.  is,  that  tiie 
bank  does  not  loan  moaej.  It  merei  j  exchanges 
credit.  It  gives  its  notes  of  hand  for  the  notes 
(if  hand  of  individuals,  and,  paying  no  premium 
in  the  form  of  interest  itself^  requires  apremiam 
of  the  individads  with  whom  it  deals.  Its 
credit  is  fbonded  on  the  oonfidence  of  the  pub- 


lic in  its  capacity,  which  confidence  is  the  re- 
suit  of  the  Kovemmentat  action  in  its  creation. 
This  remark  applies  to  all  incorporated  banka ; 
hot  another  cironmstance  exiata  In  regard  to 
this  bank,  which  extends  its  control  thronghoot 
the  mercantile  world — thefaotof  itanotesbeing 
made  receivable  everywhere  in  pigment  of  the 
Qovemment  dues.  However  solvent  an  individ- 
nal  may  be,  hie  notes  will  not  pass  currently 
beyond  a  small  neighborhood  circle.  He  is, 
therefore,  nnder  frequent  neaessitf  of  adopting 
the  bank  credit  or  notes  for  hie  own  creait  or 
notes,  and  of  giving  a  premium  in  the  form  of 
interest,  when,  iurfact^  his  solvency  is  as  per- 
fect, bis  responsibility  is  as  entire,  to  the  extent 


of  his  undertaking,  as  that  of  the  bhnk,  to  the 
extent  of  its  engagements.  True,  the  bank  ia 
liable  to  be  cml^  upon  to  redeem  its  notes 
daily;  but  the  fact  that  its  issnes  exceed  ita 
capital  twice  or  thrice,  shows  that  that  reepon- 
sibilitj  is  remote  and  tuconsiderable.  Is  then 
five  per  cent,  enough  to  compensate  the  bank 
for  this  exchatuie  of  ita  credit  for  the  credit  of 
individuals?  Can  any  one  doubt  itt  Take  a 
be^ar  in  the  streets,  and  let  the  Qovemment 
announce  its  determination  to  receive  his  notes 
in  the  payment  of  its  dues,  amoonting  as  they 
do  to  from  123,000,000  to  $30,000,000  annually, 
and  who  doubts  but  that  tbe  credit  of  the  beg- 

C  would  be  Bought  after  with  avidity,  and  that 
would  speedily  be  enriched  if  he  was  permit* 
ted  to  receive  a  premium  greatly  below  five  per 
cent.  Whocandoabt but thatflveper  cent,  is  an 
ample  allowance !  The  stock  is  at  this  moment^ 
when  there  hangs  over  the  institution  some 
donbt  as  to  the  continnance  of  its  existence, 
twenty-five  per  cent,  above  par;  and  the  very 


tlGO  to  $200  per  share.  What  is  more  oonoln- 
stve  than  this,  to  show  the  immensity  of  ita 
profits  i  And  this,  too,  although  it  has  to  sus- 
tain out  of  its  profits  countiess  numbers  of 
officers  and  dependents.  This  regulation,  then, 
cannot  be  considered  unjust  to  the  bank. 

Its  effects  on  the  community  would  be  de- 
cidedly beneficial,  as  I  shall  attempt  presently 
to  show,  and  would,  therefore,  tend  greaUy  to 
increase  the  {lopularity  of  the  institution  j  an 
effect  of  the  hignest  importance  to  the  institn- 
tion.  A  suggestion  has  been  made,  that  it 
would  concentre  its  loans  in  the  hands  of  the  fbw. 
All  that  I  can  say  in  reply  is,  that,  if  it  did  so, 
it  would  act  injudidously.  In  my  opinion,  it 
should  diffiise  its  loans  as  much  as  possible,  con- 
sistently with  a  Just  regard  to  its  intereeta. 
Extravagant  loans  to  a  few  woold  weaken  it  in 
the  estimation  of  the  pnblio,  and  abridge  ita 
usefulness. 

What  would  be  the  efiect  of  this  measnre 
on  the  commonityt  Thia  is  the  important 
inquiry,  since  the  institution  should  be  created 
for  the  pnblio  interest,  and  not  the  good  of  a 
few,  exclnsivelv.  The  first  effect  would  be  to 
lead  the  State  banks  to  adopt  a  dmilar  regula- 
tion ;  in  no  other  w^  oonla  they  move  on  hop- 
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monioDBly  with  this  bank.  Tbe  argument 
Tentnred  in  thiB  debate,  that  this  reeiilation 
woald  place  this  bank  at  the  mercy  of  the  State 
banks,  is  ideal.  Tbe  State  banks,  on  the  con- 
trary, hold  their  existence  bnt  at  the  pleosore 
of  this;  andwho  can  donbtbatthatanarrange- 
meat  wonld  readily  be  forced  upon  those 
banks  to  reoeive,  in  the  settlement  of  balances 
Tith  this  bank,  the  eune  interest  which  it 
woold  receive  of  them  t 

The  next  effect  woald  be  toindnoethe  Legis- 
latnreB  of  the  different  States  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  legal  interest  to  five  per  cent. ;  of  this  I  have 
no  doubt.  I  have  notbad  time  to  trace  oot  the 
canses  of  the  change  in  the  rate  of  interest 
which  occnrred  in  Yirpnia,  bnt  I  incline  to 
believe  that  it  was  consequent  upon  the  charter- 
ing of  the  first  United  States'  Bank.  Before 
that,  it  was  at  five  per  cent. ;  it  was  changed 
to  ux  per  cent,  and  the  first  bank  was  anihor- 
lied  to  receive  that  amonnt ;  and  now  we  come 
to  the  important  infiaence  which  a  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  interest  woold  have  upon  the 
great  interests  of  the  oommnnity. 

It  is  this  view  which  imparts  to  this  sabiect 
its  greatest  interest;  and  it  rests  npon  plain 
principles  of  political  economy.  Where  money 
converted  into  public  stocks  or  individual  loans 
yields  a  higher  profit  than  tbe  same  money  in- 
vested in  lands,  ships,  or  machinery,  agricnitnre, 
commerce,  and  mannfactureenecesBarUy  become 
neglected.  If  EDoney  put  at  nsance  breeds 
hi^er  profits  than  me  loom,  tbe  ship,  or  the 
land,  then  capital  b  withdrawn  from  these  less 

Erofltable  employments,  and  seeks  investments 
I  the  public  stocks  or  individual  loans.  Thte 
can  admit  of  no  doubt.  In  this,  then,  consists 
the  true  secret  of  giving  activity  to  the  indns- 
try  of  a  community.  If  the  profits  from  agri- 
d^tare,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  be  equal 
to  the  profita  on  loana,  then  do  these  employ- 
ments invite  the  attention  of  mankind,  and  each 
in  its  turn  puta  forth  all  its  enei^ies.  Com- 
merce takes  new  wings,  agrionltare  develops 
an  ber  beneficent  facoltiee,  and  the  arts  are 
made  to  fiourisb.  Hence  the  vital  importance 
of  laws  regulating  tbe  rale  of  interest ;  without 
them  a  nation  soon  becomes  a  nation  of  money 
lenders;  and  that  which  was  designed  as  a  mere 
medium  throngh  which  agricnltnre,  commerce, 
and  manniactnres  should  carry  on  their  ex- 
changes, is  converted  into  the  instrument  of 
their  greatest  oppression. 

The  great  lan^ver  of  the  Jews  nnderstood 
ttiis  most  perfei^y.  Tbe  Israelites  had  inst 
entered  npon  tbe  possession  of  the  promised 
land.  It  was  every  way  desirable  that  tbe  land 
ahonld  be  reclumed,  and  its  faculties  developed, 
aod  hence  the  regulation  that  no  Israelite  should 
take  usance  of  an  Israelite.  Capital  coold 
" "  invested,  both  in  the  onl- 
In  commerce,  and  tbe  land 
of  Galilee  repaid  most  abundantly  tbe  laborer, 
But  when  these  inflneaces  had  ceased  to  oper- 
ate, and  the  tribes  were  scattered  over  the  face 
Bf  the  earth,  the  Hoauo  regulation  which  per- 
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mitted  usance  to  be  taken  of  stracgen,  lidcJ 
by  the  oppressions  under  which  they  isborcd, 
convertM  the  Jews  into  a  nation  of  montj 
lenders.  I  mention  not  this  to  their  discredit. 
They  are  like  all  the  rest  of  the  human  family, 
no  better  and  no  worse — devoting  theniBelTea 
to  the  acquisition  of  money,  and  seeking  for 
their  money  such  investment  as  vield)  the 
greatest  return.  Into  the  same  eoomtion  msy 
the  people  of  any  conntr?  be  changed.  On^ 
make  the  profits  on  loans  high  eniragfa;  iftii 
per  cent  would  not  do,  take  ten  ;  and  if  ten 
will  not  do,  take  twenty ;  in  other  words,  maka 
it  more  profitable  to  the  capitalists  to  lo«n  ert 
their  money,  thsn  to  invest  it  in  lands,  i)mt, 
or  machinery,  and  the  work  is  acomnpiisEed 
Government  will  have  converted  the  comma- 
nity  into  a  i^atioD  of  money  lenders. 

These  considerations  Ic^  him  to  oppose  his 
vote  to  all  moneyed  corporations ;  bulwhilelui 
felt  himself  constrained  to  vote  against  tbe 
recbartering  of  this  bank,  if  it  is  toptse,!K 
wished  to  protect  the 'other  interests  oT  ilw 
community  Bgunat  evil.  The  per  eentue  pro- 
posed to  be  ulowed  is  greater  than  that  oeriTid 
VKim  asricnltare,  bnt  the  contemplated  reduc- 
tion will  relieve  it  in  some  small  d^rw  of  its 
bnrdens,  and  should  therefore  have  hisnipiMrt; 
and  its  reason  ablcneas  is  fnily  evidenced  bj  iha 
fact  that  the  capitalists  of  other  couDtriesKod 
their  funds  here  to  be  invested  in  stocks  jitld- 
ing  no  greater  interest  than  five  per  cent 

Mr.  FOKSTTH  called  for  a  aivision  of  tie 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  question  first  so 
striking  out.  He  wished  to  move  an  twoA- 
ment,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  agiioFi 
striking  out.  He  thought  five  per  cenL  Toald 
be  an  ample  compensation  to  the  bank,  becann 
it  was  equal  to  six  per  cent,  in  161S,  when  tbe 
bank  was  rechartered;  so  that  it  would  be 
giving  as  much.  Another  reason  was,  tbe  baol: 
stock  is  now  at  120  to  130,  so  that  it «» 
enough  above  par  to  justify  the  rednctiOD  of  in- 
terest. A  proportion  from  Boston  vrisMin 
Congress,  offering  to  give  more  favorable  terms 
for  a  bank ;  they  offer  to  reduce  their  mtemt 
to  five  per  cent.,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  lUo* 
thepresent  institution  six  per  cent. 

The  mind  of  Hanulton  fluctuated  betvcei 
five  and  six  per  cent. ;  and  he  read  eitncte 
from  his  report,  to  show  that  the  only  fcti  rf 
Hamilton  was,  that  a  limitation  of  the  intemt 
to  five  per  cent,  would  prevent  capitalists  (rom 
embarkmg  their  capital  in  the  bank.  He  bad 
none  of  the  fears  which  now  afiect  BcDstors 
who  oppose  the  reduction.  It  was  apprehended 
that  the  change  would  be  i^juriuus  to  the  Slate 
banks  and  the  community.  He  referred  to  Ibe 
history  of  the  banks  of  UeorEta,  to  show  Ihil 
this  was  not  likely  to  be  the  result  Th« 
amount  of  tbe  hank  capital  being  so  latre.  tb« 
efibct  of  the  reduction  of  inlereston  that cspiul 
would  be  felt  throughout  tbe  country.  H« 
denied  the  applicability  of  the  statement  of  tb« 
Senator  ft-om  Delaware  that  the  State  baab 
would  be  cMSpelled  to  increase  the  amMHit  of 
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tbeir  Umes.  He  ataUd  that  the  InterMt  on 
louu  b;  State  banks  waa,  in  many  caae^  now 
higber  tban  that  od  loans  by  the  Dntt«d  States 
Bulk.  The  United  States  Bank  hud  now  the 
power  to  redooe  the  interest  to  favor  enj  par- 
ticolir  iostitutiona  or  individnaK  and  had  re- 
duced it  in  some  iiutaDcee.  He  would  vote 
Igjiiust  the  gtrikiog  oat,  and  would  afterwards 
moTB  to  add  a  proTiBion  reducing  the  rate  of 
interest  to  five  per  cent. 

On  the  call  of  l£r.  Bibb,  the  yeas  and  naja 
«<re  ordered. 

The  qaestioD  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Teh. — }LBmn.  Bentoo,  Bibb,  Browu,  Dudtej, 
£llia,  GrandT,  Hajoe,  Hit],  King,  Uangum,  Hare;, 
Kilkr,  Oobinaon,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tjler, 
Vhiu— IS. 

Nivs.— Menrs.  B«ll,  Backner,  Chamben,  Clay, 
CUjioo,  IHllu,  Kwing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelingbuj- 
■en,  Headricks,  Holniei,  Johmton,  Knight,  Hoore, 
Naodiiii,  Poindeiter,  Prentiw.  Robbins,  Bejmour, 
Slubw,  Spnigoe,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wil- 
kiiu— M. 


lo  the  motion  to  strike  out  v 


3  negatiTod. 


yiKomoDk-t,  Jnne  6. 
£mt  ^tU  UiUUd  SlatM—BaAarUr. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  modlQr  and  oontinue  the  act  to  incor- 
Dorate  the  enbscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Tlie  question  pending  being  the  motion  of 
Ur.  Sfuock  to  strike  ont  the  euro  of  "  160,- 
000 "  as  the  annual  amount  of  the  bonus  re- 
quired of  the  bank, 

ib.  il^BOT  regretted  to  hear  honorable  Sen- 
itors  speak  of  so  small  a  sum  for  a  boons  as 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  thoasand 
dollars.  He  was  fully  persuaded  that  the  atock- 
bddeis  of  the  present  hank  ooold  afford  to 
gne  a  mncb  larger  sum.  It  seemed  to  be 
■greed  on  all  sides  that  these  stockholders  are 
not  entitled  to  taj  preference.  They  have  no 
ridtt  to  ask  any  favor,  and  we  are  under  no 
oUigatioa  to  grant  any.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  £ive  a  baa  bargain  with  them,  nor  wonld 
he  Mnsent  that  they  should  moke  an  nncon- 
Bdenable  one  with  the  Government.  The  ques- 
tbn  then  presents  itself,  what  is  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  worth  to  the  applicants?  He 
would  not  repeat  what  was  said  on  this  eutject 
jesierday ;  bat  the  Senate  will  recolleat  that 
Ihej  had  a  proposition  before  them  from  the 
dtiiens  of  Macasohosetts,  which  will  yield  a 
meeh  larger  aom  than  that  now  generally 
q>oken  oL  The  respectability  of  those  from 
ahoin  the  proposition  came,  had  not  been,  and 
sHinot  be,  qaestioned.  Those  memorialists  are, 
beyond  all  donbL  of  snfficient  ability  to  set  in 
operation,  by  the  time  the  present  charter  will 
have  expired,  an  institution  that  will  answer 
lU  the  nsefnl  porposes  of  the  one  now  in  exist- 
UK«.    They  offer  to  pay  to  the  Government 


one  per  cent  on  the  capital,  and  to  heoome 
Bulgect  to  taxation  by  the  States  to  any  sum 
not  exoeeding  one  per  cent.  It  is  not  to  bo 
doubted  that  the  States  would  tax  nearly  np  to 
the  limit.    The  offer  from  the  citizens  of  Mas- 


thousand  dollars.  Thoagh  this  offer  may  not 
be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  preoiee  sum  which 
ought  to  be  paid  for  the  extension  of  the  char- 
ter, it  is  entitled  to  maoh  consideration  in  Sz- 
ing  that  mm. 

The  present  price  of  the  stocks  is  also  an 
evidence  of  the  worth  of  the  privilege  about  to 
be  granted.  If  it  were  certam  that  no  exten- 
sion of  the  charter  would  tw  granted,  the  price 
of  the  stock  would  soon  dedine ;  and,  on  tb« 
other  hand,  if  a  charter  were  aotnally  seonred 
to  the  compaay,  it  is  an  opinion  which  no  on* 
controverts,  that  there  would  be  a  sadden  rise 
in  the  stocks.  This  event  would  probably 
bring  it  to  fifty  per  cent,  premium. 

Such  is  the  estimate  of  the  most  enlightened 
friends  of  the  present  hack — of  those  who  best 
know  the  utnation  of  its  affairs,  and  are  there- 
fore  best  qualified  to  form  ao  accurate  Judg- 
ment on  the  subject. 

To  show  that  there  is  no  error  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  (Mr.  M.)  said  he  would  take  the  liberty 
to  refer  to  the  opinion  of  an  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Glat,)  as  expressed  in  a 
speech  delivered  some  time  since,  in  this  body, 
on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  In  animadverting 
on  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  wherein  the  Secretary  proposed  to 
sell  the  seven  millions  of  stock  now  owned  by 
the  United  States  for  eight  millions,  it  will  to 
recollected  that  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  observed  that  it  would  be  unf^r  to 
make  a  sale  at  that  advance,  if  the  bank  was 
not  to  he  rechartered ;  for.  said,  he,  the  stock 
would  not  be  worth  hat  anout  par  without  a 
renewal  of  the  hank ;  bnt  he  contended  that,  if 
the  bank  was  to  be  recfaartered,  the  sale  of  the 
seven  millions  of  stock  owned  by  the  United 
States  for  eight  millions  would  be  a  most  im- 
provident contract  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  for,  in  case  the  bank  should  he  rechar- 
tered, the  price  of  stock,  he  observed,  would 
advance  to  fifty  per  cent  above  its  par  value. 
Here  we  have,  said  Mr.  V.,  an  opinion  of  a 
friend  of  the  bank,  well  acquainted  with  its 
affurs,  and  every  way  competent  to  form  an 
accurate  opinion  of  the  effect  to  be  produced 
by  the  measure  now  under  conuderation,  that 
without  a  renewal  of  the  charier,  the  stock  of 
the  bank  will  settie  down  to  par;  with  a  re- 
newal, it  will  command  &  premium  of  fifty  per 
cent  By  this  act,  then,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  are 
about  to  enrich  the  present  stockholders,  accord- 
ing to  this  opinion,  seventeen  ndUion  dollars, 
wTiat  is  it  proposed  we  shall  ask  for  this  favor  I 
Only  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  or  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  This  is 
A  remuneration  wholly  inadequate  to  the  ad- 
vantage we  are  al>out  to  bestow.    The  smallest 
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nun  we  onsbt  to  think  of  inaerting  in  the  seo- 
tlon,  Bbonld  be  that  named  yMtwdoy  bj  the 
Senator  from  Itune,  ((526,0000  U''-  ^-  ^i^  ^^ 
did  not  go  for  BO  large  a  snm  as  that  offered  bj 
the  memorialists  from  Uassachnsette,  becanse 
a  part  of  that  sum  was  to  be  levied  by  the  States 
as  taxes ;  and  be  would  not  dve  an j  vote  from 
whioh  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  right  of  the 
State  to  tax  tlie  bank  and  its  branches  was  in- 
tended to  be  anrrendered  or  compromised ;  for 
in  his  opinion  the  Stat«a  have  tbat  right,  and 
Oongreas  should  not,  if  thej'  coold,  and  proba- 
blr  ooidd  not  if  tb^  wonld,  take  it  away. 

Mr.  Muoi  moved  to  fill  the  blai^  with 
620,000. 

Ur.  EnaHT  then  renewed  hie  moUoa  for 
860.000. 

Jlr.  Bbown  said  he  dionld  vote'  against  the 
laqeat  sam,  becanee  be  did  not  see  anr  advan- 
tage which  wonld  result  from  it  to  the  oonn- 
try.  In  proportion  as  the  bank  waa  bordeoed, 
would  the  bank  burden  the  people  by  ezcesrive 
isanes.  He  would  not  incoi^Kirate  snch  a  prin- 
dple  in  the  charter. 

Ur.  UooBK  shonld  vote  agunat  the  larKest 
sum,  because  he  believed  the  States  had  a  ngbt 
to  impose  a  tax,  and  would  exercise  iL  as  soon 
as  the  branches  were  eetahlished.  He  would 
therefore  vote  for  the  smallest  sum. 

The  queetion  was  then  taken  on  the  largest 
sum,  and  dedded  m  the  negative— yeas  10, 
nayaSS. 

The  gaeetion  was  then  taken  on  the  notion 
of  Ur.  Knioht  to  fill  the  blank  with  860,000, 
and  ^30  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  SO, 
naraST. 

Mr.  Skthocb  moved  800,000;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  ordered,  the  qnestion  was  de- 
dded — yeas  20,  nays  27. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Foot  to  fill  the  blank  with  200,000,  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows ; 

TiAS. — Uessra.  BeD,  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Ohatobera,  CUy,  Clajtoo,  Dallaa,  Diokerson,  HIU, 
Bwiog,  Foot,  Fonytb,  Frelingha^eeD,  Orundv, 
Bajne,  Hendricks,  Bill,  Hotmes,  Johniton,  Kane, 
King,  ifanenm,  HUler,  Hoore,  Niudain,  Poindeiter, 
Praatlsa,  Hcbbios,  Robinion,  Ruurles,  Seymour, 
Slibee,  Smith,  Sprague.  Taiewell,  llpton,  Tomlin- 
■OD,  Tyler,  Wagganun,  Webster,  White,  WOkuiB— 
48. 

Kits. — Hmsis.   Dadley,  Enlght,   Haray,  Troup 

iir.  HixoT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  In- 
trodooing  a  proviso  that  nothing  herein  oon- 
tdned  shonla  be  oODStrued  to  take  away  the 
right  of  sny  Stato  to  impose  any  taxes  on  the 
branches,  io. 
The  question  was  decided  as  follows : 
TXAS. — Uessrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickermn,  Dad- 
ley,  ElUs,  Forsjth,  Grundf,  Hajne,  Hcadricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  Hsngum,  Harcy,  lliller,  Uoorv, 
RobinsoD,  Taienell,  Tipton,  Troap,  Tyler,  While— 

as. 
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Eolmes,  Jobnstoti,  Knight,  MsiuUn,  FolDdtittr. 
Pren^sa,  Robbins,  Bngglei,  BeyDWar,  SUwe, 
Smith,  Spngue,  Tomlinspn,  Ws^aman,  Webntr, 
Wilkins— SB. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  rf 
the  Whole  restricting  the  bank  from  inning 
notes  below  the  value  of  twenty  dollar^  wai 
then  taken  up. 

Ur.  EiKO  moved  so  to  amend  the  amoid- 
ment  as  to  make  the  minimum  t«n  dollar  notea 

The  motioD  was  negatived. 

Ur.  Tauwkll  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  "  or  drafts,"  so  as  to  confine  the  restrictitn 
to  notea  or  bills. 

The  amendment  was  then  ooncnired  in. 

Ur.  FoBBTTH  moved  to  amend  the  lull  by 
adding  a  section,  providing  that  the  bank  shsU 
not  take  more  than  fiv«  per  oent.  on  its  losns 
or  disconntsi 

Mr.  Obuibibs  made  a  few  remarks  in  oppo- 
si^on  to  the  motion,  and  read  the  oiuniaDa  of 
some  experienced  cashiers  against  the  rediu- 


I,  troop,  Tyler,  While— 21. 

Nats.— Heun.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chamben,  Oiy, 
Olsyton,  Dillai,  Eiriag,  Foot,  Frelin^nrMB, 
Holmes,  Jobntton,  Knighi,  Miller,  MaDdaia,  Poin- 
deiter,  FrcDtisi,  Sohbins,  Ruggles,  SeTmoar,  SOi- 
bee.  Smith,  Sprague,  TomlioMD,  W^gamin,  Veb- 
■Eer,  WilklBo— 2a. 

Mr,  Wmn  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  fm- 
viding  thti  whenever  tiie  average  anuxul  ii 
the  pnblio  deposits  shall  ezoeed  a  millien  gf 
dollua,  an  intereet  of  three  per  oent  duQ  bi 

This  motion  was  negatived,  as  followi: 
Tais. — Messrs.  Beaton,  Brown,  Dlckerson,  Di^ 

ley,  Bllis,  Fonylh,  GruDdy,  Hsyae,  Hendricki,  Bin, 
Kane,  King,  Mingum,  Marcj,  Moore,  SerinoDr, 
Sprague,.  Taiewell,  Tipton,  Tyler,  Troap,  Wigp- 
roan.  While — S3. 

Nivs.— Mesais.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chamben,  Chy, 
Clayton,  Dalbs,  Bwing,  Foot,  FMltngfanjin, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knigbt,  Miller,  Nsodiin,  fna- 
tin,  Folndeiter,  Robbios,  Robinion,  Beggl^ 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Tomliason,  Webster,  Wilkins-M- 

Mr.  BxBTOK  said  the  time  bad  now  arrirtd 
for  maUng  a  motion  which  he  had  prerioo^ 
announced,  namely,  the  referenoe  of  this  bin  to 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  I>epartment,  for  bis 
consideration  and  report  The  bill  had  B0» 
received  all  the  amendmentB  which  its  fiieodj 
wonld  admit :  it  was  perfect,  according  to  their 
conception ;  it  was,  therefore,  in  a  propw  fUt* 
to  undergo  the  revision  of  the  officer  with 
whose  department  it  was  so  intimately  con- 
nected. He  said  that  this  was  a  motlDO  of  !eg- 
islativft  propriety,  of  ofBdal  conrteay,  taA  pot 
lie  advantage;  a  motion  which  eoold  not  b« 
refnaed  without  a  seeming  diarespeet  to  the 
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officer  tt  tbe  head  of  the  Treasury — u  apparent 
Jisr^ftrd  to  tbe  Executive  AdminiBtration  —and 
•  possible  detrimeat  to  the  public  service. 
Ever?  bank  charter  aver  ;et  granted,  or  pro- 
posed to  be  granted,  had  its  origia  in  the  Treas- 
ruj  Department.  Every  bank  bill  had  been 
inwa  or  revised  there ;  and  that  npon  tbe 
pkinat  principle  of  propriety,  that  the  bank 
being  intended  to  aid  the  Treasury,  it  was  for 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaaai^  to  give  his  opin- 
va  apoD  the  fitneea  and  snfiidency  of  the  mi 
to  b«  gtvoD  him.  How,  then,  can  the  present 
Secretary  be  overlooked)  How  can  he  be 
pused  by!  Why  ahoold  he  receive  a  alight 
which  has  been  put  upon  none  of  his  predeces- 
HKst  Hia  indivtdnal  sentiments  are  known  to 
be  fkvorable  to  K  nattonHl  bank ;  bU  public  ata- 
tioa  gives  bim  a  right  to  be  beard  on  the  pro- 
viaioDa  of  tbi»  oae ;  tbe  public  service,  we  have 
a  right  to  preaome,  woold  t>e  promoted  by  the 
cmnmnnieatjon  of  his  opinions.  Who  can  aa- 
smne  to  say  that  he  can  impart  no  nsefhl  infor- 
mation I  Even  If  gentlemen  tbonght  so,  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  decomm  to  express,  or 
imply,  the  sentiment.  Yet  a  refbaal  td  make 
this  reference  mnst  imply  it. 

If  there  ia  any  one  measnre,  in  the  whole 
circle  of  leginlation,  which,  above  all  others, 
tfeserves  to  be  referred  to  an  Administration,  it 
ia  tbe  meaanre  of  creating,  or  continuing,  a 
nitioii^  bank.  The  wbtde  argament  for  nich 
u  inatitntiOQ— ita  entire  constitnttonal  vindi- 
eition — rests  npon  the  aasomption  that  it  is 
necesearr  to  the  ftnuidal  operations  of  the 
Government  Now,  of  this  necessity,  the  per- 
■ODS  iduMBn  by  the  people  to  administer  the 
OovenuDeiit  mnst  he  admitted  to  be,  in  soma 
d^te^  judges.  Some  may  deem  it  nnneces- 
Miy,  as  did  itr.  Jefferson  all  bis  life,  and  as  did 
Mr.  Uadison  before  the  capitol  was  burnt 
Borne  may  think  one  kind  of  bank  necesaarj, 
lod  some  another.  Then  why  not  consnit  tbe 
peraons  to  whom  this  Inatitotlon  is  asBomed  to  he 
necessary  T  Why  not  consnit  the  present  Qov- 
enunuitt  Tbe  people  have  pnt  them  in  power; 
&ej  are  responsible  to  tbe  people  for  the  o^er- 
stJooB  of  tbe  Qovenunent ;  then  why  not  allow 
thnn  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  their  means  f 
Instead  of  that,  we  have  seen  this  measure 
taken  np  by  tbe  adrerearies  of  tbe  Administra- 
tioa,  eondncted  idong  without  any  reference  to 
tbe  Administration,  and  now  proposed  to  he 

Kt  upon  its  third  reading  wluont  even  their 
owledgel  It  is  easy  to  conoeive  that  tbe 
bank  may  be  an  impediment  to  some  Adminis- 
InUons;  it  may  Join  their  adversaries,  lend 
them  Qia  benefit  of  its  vast  moneyed  power, 
tai  exert  its  machinery  in  all  tbe  States  in 
prnmotuig  tbe  election  of  opposition  candidates. 
This  very  bank  may  be  an  enemy  to  tbe  pres- 
ent Administration,  and,  nniting  witb  all  the 
(lementB  of  opposition  in  Congress,  may  now 
be  exerting  its  tremendous  ioflnence  to  keep 
np  a  system  of  donble  taxation  and  enormous 
expenditure,  to  snpply  itself  witb  immense 
d^ionts  of  pobUo  money.    It  may  l>e  the  most 


formidable  enemy  to  the  present  Administration, 
and,  instead  of  udiog,  may  be  paralvzing  alt 
their  measures,  even  the  payment  of  the  pnblio 
debt,  in  order  to  keep  the  public  money  ibr  ito 
own  use.  It  may  be  m  favor  of  a  new  Admin* 
istration  which  would  keep  up  taxes,  multiply 
expendltnres,  and  gorge  it  witb  public  money. 
These  tbinfp  may,  or  may  not,  be  so ;  bat  why 
not  )et  tbe  Administration  speak  for  Itselfl 
Why  force  this  dd  upon  them  1  Why  oompel 
them  to  receive  betp  of  tbe  bank  I  Certainly 
it  is  a  long  time  that  the  world  has  been  ad- 
monished to  beware  of  favors  offered  by  tha 
enemy  1  This  bank  is  the  only  favor  offered  to 
this  Administration  by  its  opponents ;  and  tbia 
favor  they  require  it  to  take  witboat  examina- 
tion, and  without  inspection.  They  avow  tbdr 
determination  to  poll  down  this  Administratjoa ; 
and  tbey  propose  to  give  them  this  bank  as  a 
friendly  present  1  Since  tbe  days  of  tbe  trooden 
horse,  has  any  present  ever  come  forward  in  a 
more  questionable  shape!  And  tbis  kind  aid 
comes  on  the  eve  of  a  life  and  dostb  contest  ha< 
tween  the  giver  and  receiver  t  Some  have  said 
this  pash  for  a  new  charter  is  not  a  party  meas- 
ure, out  thns  far  tt  has  been  charaoterlied  by 
every  circumstance  that  defines  a  party  meas- 
nre ;  and  tbia  determination  to  carry  it  throngb, 
witboat  a  reference  to  the  Administration, 
seems  to  complete  tbe  evidence  of  that  char- 
Mr.  Smith  taid,  in  high  party  times,  when  a 
motion  was  made  to  refer  from  Congress  to  tbe 
Secretaries,  tbe  democratic  party  reusted  it, 
and  he  had  never  beard  of  a  rimllar  motion 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Hr.  B.'a 
motion  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tus.— Hears.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Forsyth,  Orundy,  Hill,  K«oe,  Troup,  While— 10. 

Mavb. — Hessrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chimbers,  Clay, 
CUjton,  Dallas,  Diokerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Preling- 
huysen,  Hayne,  Hendrloks,  Holmes,  Johustou,  King, 
Knighi,  Muisani,  Harcy,  UUer,  Moore,  NaudUE, 
Poittdaiter,  Pcenttn,  Bobbins,  Kobinson,  Bug^s, 
Seymour,  Slibee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  ^p- 
too,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wil- 
kins— 31. 

The  question  then  bein^  on  tbe  eDgrossment 


8  in  oppon- 


of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr,  Whitb  rose  to  give  bis  v 
tion  to  the  bill ;  when 

Mr.  Qboidt  moved  that  tbe  Senate  now  ad- 
journ ;  and  tt  being  understood  Ibat  no  farther 
amendments  were  to  be  offbred, 

Tbe  Senate,  at  20  minnles  before  6  o'dock, 
a^onmed. 


S^TOBoar,  June  9. 

BaiA  of  th»  Uhit^  StaUt—StoharUr. 

Tbe  Senate  then  resnraed  tbe  oonsideration 

of  the  bill  to  modify  and  continue  tbe  act  to 

Inoorporate  the  suInoril>en  t"  "" "  **--•-  -'  "-- 


United  States. 
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Ur.  Benton  reeamed  the  remarks,  in  cmpo- 
utton  to  the  engroaament  of  the  bill,  whicD  he 
commenced  oa  the  preceding  dftj.  He  Btated 
that  the  eetabliHfament  of  ttie  United  States 
Bank  had  been  followed  bj  iaj^iouB  eonso- 
qnences  to  the  South  and  the  West;  and  to 
prvve  this,  he  adverted  to  the  ioBtractioiui  issned 
Dj  the  hank  to  the  branches  of  the  Booth  and 
ibe  West  He  qnoted  the  langnage  of  a  distin- 
guished Btateeman,  that  the  jeor  1818  vonld 
oODStitute  an  era,  that  it  was  the  most  disos- 
.  tcooi  period  in  oor  history,  as  it  had  given 
birth  to  those  twin  monsters,  the  bank  and  an 
ultra  tariff.  He  considered  the  bank  and  tariff 
as  one  and  indissolnble ;  and  held  that  the 
death  ft-orraut  of  the  SonUi  and  West  had  issned 
frnm  the  institution  when  the  circular  instrno- 
tions  were  sent  abroad.  He  characterized  the 
Board  of  Directors  as  a  central  power,  acting 
■nd  dedding  in  secret,  and  whose  decisions  were 
tmly  known  hy  their  diaostrons  operation  on 
the  comronnity. 

The  qnestion  was  talten  on  the  enerosRnent 
of  the  bill  for  a  tbird  reading,  and  de^ed  in 
the  afflimative,  as  fbllowa : 

Tub.— Uenn.  Bell,  Backner,  Chunben,  Q*r, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Eving,  Foot,  FretinRbajBen,  Hee- 
dricki,  Holmes,  Johnston,  EiUght,  Naudaie,  Fi«d- 
tias,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Klsbee,  Rmitfa,  Sprsgne, 
Tipton,  TomlinsoD,  Wsgganun,  Webster,  Wilkioa 

—as. 

Nats. — HesEia.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudle]',  Ellis,  Forsjth,  Orund;,  Havee,  Bill,  Kane, 
Eiog,  Uangom,  Harov,  Unier,  Mooie,  Taiewell, 
Tioap,  Tjler,  White— 20. 


UoNCAT,  Jane  11. 


BaniiiftAt  United 

The  bill  to  modify  and  contmne  tho  act  to 
incorporate  the  sabscribers  to  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States  was  read  a  third  time. 

Ihe  question  being  on  its  passage, 

Ur.  WBBSTEB  asked  for  tne  yeas  and  nays 
OS  this  gaeation,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  tCuiQUM  then  spoke  briefly  in  exposition 
of  the  reasons  which  woold  compel  him  to  vote 
against  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

The  qaestion  was  then  token,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

Tub. — Heasrs.  Bell,  Bookner,  Chambers,  Clay, 
ClajtOD,  DsUas,  Swing,  Foot,  FrelhiebnyseD,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmei,  Johnston,  Knigbt,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dext«r,  Prcntisi,  Robbini,  Bobioson,  Buggies,  Sey- 
mour, Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tiploo,  TomluiaoD, 
Wafgamsn,  Webster,  Wilkins — £8. 

KiiB.— Mossre.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  DlcVeraon, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hsjne,  Bill,  Kane, 
King,  Hangum,  Uarcy,  Idler,  Voore,  Tazewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  Wliite— iO. 

On  his  name  being  called, 

Itr.  Dallib  smd  that,  being  called  to  rote 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  feit  it  to  be  his  doty 
to  make  a  brief  statement  to  the  Senate.    He 
had  been  retomed  to  the  Senate  on  the  list  of 


.^""^  "^  thesWckin 

the  bank.  As  soon  as  lie  nrnnd  that  thii  mb- 
Jeot  wonld  come  in  for  discnsdon,  he  hid  di- 
rected the  Btook  which  he  held  in  the  iostitn- 
tion  to  be  sold.  It  had  been  wdd,  he  had 
reoedTed  the  amount  of  the  aale^  and  had  no 
longer  any  interest  in  the  bank. 
On  his  name  being  called, 
Mr.  BiuBKB  said  that  he  perceived  bis  ssiu 
on  the  list  of  stockholders.  He  had  dispoied 
of  his  stock  before  this  question  came  btCim 
Congress,  and  was  no  longer  interested  ia  tlM 
Institution. 

•  On  hia  name  being  called, 
Mr.  Webstsb  stud  that  he  had  seen  his  didm 

!  on  the  list  of  the  returns ;  bnt  that  tbe  imt- 

I  tion  was  altogether  a  miatake  of  the  derk  it 

j  the  bank  in  Philadelphia. 

I     The  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  Ihi 
other  Honse. 

Indian  War —  Yohmtten. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wxbbtkb,  tbe  Senate  pra- 
oeeded  to  consider  the  message  of  the  Uoau  of 
RepresentativeB,  communicating  tbe  aiatod- 
ment  of  that  body,  authorizing  the  Preadeat 
of  tbe  United  States  to  receive  into  the  serriM 
of  the  United  States  volunteers,  for  tbe  pro- 
tection of  the  Northwestern  frontier,  not  to 
exceed  ten  companies. 

Mr.  O1.1.T  withdrew  the  motion  whidi  ba 
had  made  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tirron  rose  to  move  some  smeodmenti 
which  he  thought  wonld  obviate  tiie  difficnlly 
that  had  arisen.  He  said  the  bill  now  befm 
the  Senate,  as  amended  by  tlie  House,  providM 
for  rustog  one  thousand  gnn  men  to  prctett 
the  Northwestern  frontier  asainst  the  udiui. 
He  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the  bill  it  it 
was,  for  he  was  anzions  to  stop  the  effnuoo  <jf 
blood,  and  the  destruction  of  praper^,  in  tbe 
frontier  con  ntiy.  Some  Bonators  object  to  ilia 
nnmber  of  men  to  be  rused,  some  to  their  term 
of  service,  and  others  to  the  diacretionary  powtr 
vested  in  the  Preudent.  '  On  a  former  occanoa 
be  had  stated  that  Sve  hundred  men  were  on- 
petent  to  the  aervice,  if  led  by  an  officer  ttavA 
to  the  occasion.  This  was  still  his  opinioD; 
but,  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  the  B^resenla- 
tive  fh>m  Illinois,  for  whose  opinioa  ba  had 

Ct  respect,  he  had  left  the  nnmber  blank. 
e  Senators  have  said  to  the  frieoda  of  tbii 
measure,  agree  among  yonraelvee,  and  wa  viU 
vote  with  you  for  any  sum  that  is  reqniwd- 
In  order  to  settle  this  matter,  and  procnre  llM 
prompt  action  of  Congreas,  I  now  propose,  eud 
Ifr.  T.,  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  aakii^  ^ 
five  hundred  men,  to  serve  one  ^w,  to  Ik 
commanded  by  one  mqor  and  a  suitable  uimi- 
ber  of  platoon  officers^  to  be  Mpointad  hj  iba 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  coaMot 
of  the  Senate.  He  hod  no  fear  of  tba  dUcre- 
tionory  power  vested  in  the  PresidenL  lb* 
President  knew  too  well  what  wta  du  to  t 
suffering  people,  and  to  hia  own  fane,  *'>A^ 
bod  given  too  many  pledges  of  Sdality  to  lui 


.yGoogle 


SJIBATES  OF  CONaB£SS. 


JVeH  For*  BtK/lMtiau—Tke  Tar^. 


[Smhaia 


Bwnt,  kud,  in  thirty  dajB  from  the  dav  the 
^^deot  rigos  it,  a  gnffloient  forc«  wiU  be  on 
tiie  (rmitier,  and  of  ttiat  description  of  troopa 
tlLst  vill  inspire  oonfidenoe  in  onr  people,  and 
enable  them  to  return  with  their  families  to 
their  former  homed.  This  number  of  men  ie 
tmplj  nifficient  to  ke^  peace,  and  the  presence 
of  in  armed  fbroe  is  at  all  times  necessarj  to 
lire  those  Indiana  into  anbmiasion. 

An  Indian  Las  ni>  love  for  the  American  peo- 
ple. The  miisEoDSj  the  teachers,  and  the 
preaohers  sent  to  them,  have  not  civilised 
them,  nor  vtti  the  lon£  prajers  made,  nor  the 
hjpocritical  hands  holQea  np  in  onr  Eastern 
aties  in  behalf  of  the  poor  Indians,  have  mach 
effect  in  varding  off  uie  scalping  knives  from 
onr  heads.  To  explain  the  cause  of  his  anxiety 
on  this  sobject,  Hr,  T.  read  a  letter  from  Ji^or 
Broirn,  dated  Maj  SOtb,  stating  that  General 
Tilker,  with  foar  hnndred  men,  had  gone  out. 
Genend  Walker,  laid  Mr.  T.,  is  a  brave  and 
setive  young  man :  his  followers  are  united  to 
the  service  \  while  they  are  oat,  the  frontiers 
will  lie  protected.    Bat  tiiese  men  live  by  their 


\^1 


<x  the 


Geld,  and,  when  they  retam,  more 
beperpetrated. 

Those  who  have  not  lost  their  lives  have  lost 
their  property,  and*  the  opportunity  of  making 
bread  for  this  season.  Another  letter  informed 
him  that  there  was  not  bread  enongh  in  the 
tonnCry  to  serve  the  people  ten  days.  The 
Indian  has  etmck  hie  blows,  and  will  lie  close 
ind  eonoeal  himself  nntil  onr  militia  return 
from  their  ecpedition. 

At  the  approach  of  antnmn,  when  the 
tiers,  driven  by  necessity,  return  to  rea 
their  property,  and  to  put  in  winter  grrin  for 
the  next  crop,  unless  we  have  an  armed  force 
there,  this  war  wilt  be  : 

And,  sir,  said  Ur.  T.,  will  you  then  expect 

tu  to  renew  this  application  next  year  to  Oon- 

eresB  with  another  monmful  list  of  mnrderst 

If  you  do,  yon  are,  perl  '  '  ' 

•  tdl  yoo  what  will  be  d< 

There  are  about  five  thousand  one  hundred 
Indians  in  Indiana,  and  in  Illinois  eight  thou- 
sand six  hundred :  we  are  neighbors,  cannot 
agree,  and  are  now  at  war.  Ton  mnst  separate 
ns  by  removing  these  Indians  ont  of  these 
States,  or  you  m^  be  sure,  sir,  that  we  will 
exterminate  them,  rrom  tJiis  war,  and  this 
dsoger,  the  Uenominees  and  a  part  of  the  Fot- 
tanatsmiea  are  exempt.  If  you  will  send  the 
force  which  we  want,  it  can,  if  under  Judicious 
officers,  protect  the  white  people  and  the 
tHendly  Indiana  nntil  all  the  Indiaii  tribes  are 
removed  from  onr  vicinity. 

Kr.  HiNDBicKS  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment by  the  Senator  flrom  Indiana,  and  had  a 
few  words  to  suy,  chiefly  applicable  to  fiUlos 
the  blanl^  should  the  amendment  proposed 
be  adopted.  The  bill,  as  It  originally  passed 
the  Sftiate,  proposed  the  mounting  of  a  corps 


of  infantry  for  the  protection  of  onr  inland 
frontier.  It  had  no  reference  to  the  recent 
troubles  of  tbe  Northwest,  but  had  its  ori- 
gla  in  a  belief^  entertained  for  years  past 
ti)at  this  description  of  troops  was  better  suited 
'■'t  the  serrice  m  that  quarter  than  infantry  on 
ot. 

This  bill  had  been  modelled  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  direct  reference  to  the  In- 
dian war  now  raging  bt>tween  tbe  Mississippi 
and  Lake  Michigan,  and  proposed  as  a  substi- 
tute tbe  rsJaing  of  one  thousand  gun  men,  vol- 
unteers, corps  organized,  or  to  be  organized, 
as  the  President  might  direct :  to  continae  in 
service,  or  be  dismi^ed  from  it,  as  his  disore- 
tioD  might  see  fit.  The  amendments  proposed, 
said  Mr.  H.,  look  not  so  much  to  the  present 
crisis,  as  to  the  permanent  defence  of  tbe  oonti' 
try,  and  contemplate  a  corps  of  mounted  rang- 
ers on  the  moael  of  those  employed  on  the 
frontier  daring  the  late  war.  This  latter  par- 
se, said  Mr.  H.,  I  approve,  and  believe  the 
:ter  descriptiun  of  troops  decidedly  the  best 
adapted  to  tbe  service,  and  the  most  efficient 
that  can  be  called  into  it.  This  was  the  testi- 
mony, he  believed,  uniformly  given  in  favor  of 
these  corps  during  that  war,  from  the  frvntieis 
of  the  Onio  to  t£e  Miamaaippi  River.  Those 
troops  were  more  active,  energetic,  more  rapid 
in  their  movements,  and  as  brave  as  any  others 
that  have  heretofore  ever  been  employed  in  the 
service.  They  were,  indeed,  citizen  soldiers, 
having  all  the  advantages  of  discipline,  and  all 
tbe  interests  of  the  oountrj  concentrated  upon 
them.  It  was  his  opinion  that  so  mncb  better 
were  these  corps  snited  to  the  defence  against 
Indians,  that  five  hundred  of  them  would 
be  better  than  the  one  thonsaud  proposed 
by  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

Mr.  Bairroir  stated  that  the  bill  introduced 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  under  the 
considsration  of  tbe  l^tary  Oommittee,  of 
which  they  would  soon  report.  In  order  to 
gun  information  on  tbe  measure  under  discns- 
mon  from  the  War  Department,  he  would  move 
that  the  bill,  with  the  several  amendments,  be, 
for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  infor- 
mation acquired  he  would  commnnioate,  if  pos- 
sible, on  the  following  day. 
The  motion  was  carried. 


TinsDAT,  June  13. 
Sbui  York  Se$olvthn»—l^  Tariff. 

Mr.  DiniLBS  presented  certain  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  In  the  city  of 
New  York,  recommending  concessioiis  on  the 
subject  of  tbe  tariff;  and  moved  to  lay  tllem  on 
the  table,  and  print  thorn. 

Mr.  Webbteb  said  that  these'  reeolutions  came 
to  the  Senate  under  the  authority  of  the  most 
respectable  names.  They  were  represented, 
and  no  doubt  tmly,  to  have  been  passed  at  a 
very  numerous  assemblage  of  citizens,  called  by 
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a  notice  frigoed  br  highl;  reepeotable  n&mes,  and 
were  introdDced  to  the  conmderstion  of  that 
awemblage  bj  a  speeeh  highly  proper  for  the 
occasion,  bj  an  able  and  moet  exceUent  man. 
Bat  however  cOQunendable  in  their  spirit  and 
temper,  the  resolntions,  be  feared,  were  too 
general  in  their  scope  and  character  to  be  Tal- 
nable  gnidee  throngn  the  ardnons  duties  which 
lay  before  Congress.  Iliej  recommend  a  apirit 
of  accommodation,  of  conciliation,  of  compro- 
mise. Now  this  is  eiaotly  soch  a  spirit,  swd 
Hr.  W.,  as  we  all  profess,  onrselves,  and  as 
most  of  OS,  in  raj  opinion,  reallj  and  sincerely 
feel.  But  the  qneation  la  a  very  complex  one  r 
it  involves  a  deep  and  important  principle,  and 
it  involves  also  very  great  difficnltieB  of  detul. 
If  this  most  respectable  meeting,  or  any  other, 
could  tell  OS  what  that  is  which  coold  be  given 
up,  without  min  or  extreme  i^jnry  to  those 
concerned,  and  which,  if  given  up,  wonld  pro- 
dnce  the  satisfaction  so  much  to  be  deaiied, 
they  would,  by  so  doiog)  render  Congress  a 
most  neeftal  service. 


kindness  and  conciliation  \    above  all,  I  com- 
mend the  attachment  manifested  by  them  to  the 


tiiat  an  opinion  ahonld  be  cherished  abroad, 
that  memben  of  Congress,  of  any  party,  are 
wanting  In  a  proper  spirit  of  concOistion,  or 
that  what  ConsTcsa  most  needs  is  a  ^irit  of 
■compromise.  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  W.  said, 
he  hardly  failed  to  meet,  at  every  turn,  some 
gentleman  who  had  a  proleot  for  compromising 
all  onr  difBcalties.  He  thought  there  was  no 
want  of  projects.  In  his  opinion,  the  neceaai^ 
of  a  st^dy. system  of  polioy;  a  regular  ad- 
herenoe  to  what  has  been  solemnly  settled;  a 
moderate  bnt  firm  regard  to  the  stabiUty  of 
property,  to  the  msintenaoce  of  those  means  of 
living  on  which  the  various  classee  of  labor  de- 
pend ;  oantion  not  to  agitate  great  and  numer- 
ous interests  to  their  very  centre,  by  ill  consid- 
ered, though  well-intended  efforts  to  allay 
excitement  among  other  interests ;  these  were 
topics,  in  record  to  which,  if  in  regard  to  any, 
Congress  might  be  benented  by  friendly  ad- 
monition. 
The  resolutions  ware  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Trubsdat,  June  U. 
Indian  Wan  in  tha  yortAuett—Early  E^>tdi- 
Uoai — Sanger*  OTid  VolunUert  the  tueetu- 
/vi  Troopi, 

Ur.  TiPTOB  wished  to  be  Informed  whether 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  had  received  any  infbrmation  to  com- 
manicate  to  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of 
the  bill  relative  to  the  enlistment  of  mounted 

Hr,  Button  replied  that  he  had  l>een  nnable, 
in  consequenoe  of  the  abaenoe  of  the  Sewetary 


of  War,  to  obtun  the  infbrmation  he  had  d»- 
rirod, 

Mr.  Uptok  then  sud,  I  oonrider  it  nj  doty 
to  move  the  Benate  to  take  up  this  bill,  iriUi 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Boose.  The  qits- 
tion  now  in,  will  Congreas  vote  ns  the  metos  li 
defence  or  nott  Denial  is  better  for  u  thio 
delay.  If  yon  win  tii  us,  do  it  inuoediatelj; 
if  not,  say  so,  and  we  will  do  our  own  ImdDM 
in  our  own  way. 


make  peace,  and  to  preaerve  It,  and  to  prewra 
the  Indians,  fa  what  I  want.  Ko  one  ua 
imagine  the  dlatraaa  tbat  an  alarm  on  the  fron- 
tier produces,  withoat  witntMsmg  it.  The* 
who  are  at  the  point  of  attack,  fiee  with  their 
fkmiliM ;  those  next  in  the  rear,  thon^  mat* 
secure,  are  not  safe.  No  man  can  luvs  his 
own  family  to  help  his  n^hbor;  and  th«  cm- 
sequence  is,  that  tiiey  break  np  and  dcwrl 
their  homes,  taking  litue  with  them,  sad  Itsn 
their  property  to  be  piDaged  by  the  di^aiwt 
wMt^  as  well  as  the  Indians. 

If  you  will  anthorize  the  raising  of  the  Mtp 
whidi  I  propose,  we  can  prevent  these  slsniui 
«ve  ooimdence  to  the  people,  and  cheek  cr 
destroy  the  hostile  Indians. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois,  (Ur.  Kui,]  vheo 
this  bill  was  np  tiie  other  d«y,asked  whokMv 
that  this  number,  five  hondred  mea,»sDflaat 

Sir,  all  praetiesl  men  know  that  five  hndnd 
men  are  soffictent  to  march  to  any  pinnt  Im- 
tween  Lake  Michigan  and  the  JGwadpii 
They  will  do  it,  with  or  witbout  authority. 

What  is  the  extent  of  the  Indian  oaantryl 
I  will  tell  yon :  It  is  about  one  hondrfd  ud 
thirty  miles  from  Chicago  to  Dixon's  ftnT— 
four  short  days'  inarch  for  mounted  riSa  emb- 
The  real  force  of  the  Black  Hawk's  foUovtn 
may  be  furly  estimated  at  seven  hnndred  to 
one  thousand  warrion;  that  is,  five  hindrtd 
and  fifty  of  his  own  tribe,  two  hundred  andtflj 
Pottawatamiea,  and  a  few  from  other  tribo. 
This  force  is  not  now  dangerons,  but  to  the 
d^enoeless  frontier,  and  wul  increase  vnr]  , 
day  mital  it  is  broken  down.    One  eiiergttn 
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hit. 


Md 


To  oppose  this  man  and  his  force,  we  are ' 
that,  on  the  10th  of  H»,  twelve  hundred  ud 
five  men  were  within  thirty  or  fbrty  mil**  <i 
this  banditti  Why  did  these  m»  not  min^ 
on,  day  nud  n^t,  and  attack  these  lDdiins,if 
tobefonndt  We  are  told  thatputof  ouratn 
are  infantry,  and  their  baggage  in  boats,  hi 
these  days  of  good  living,  men  most  have  bstgaEe. 
and,  of  course,  live  at  their  ease.  I  do  not 
oensDre  them  for  this.  It  is  quite  a  satirfsftorj 
excuse  in  1882 ;  bnt,  sir,  in  1T91,  or  18W,  wh*! 
would  have  been  said  of  snnshhie  sddienl 
Let  ns  recnr,  for  a  few  momenta,  to  it!j*  !<■£ 
gone  by. 

On  the  83d  of  May,  1T91,  Gener»l  Seed 
crossed  tiie  Ohio,  at  tbe  month  rf  the  Ken- 
tucky, and  marched  from  thence  fm  Wmoo- 
tonon,  on  tbe  Wabash.    It  ra'"" "' 
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(nomt  foraot,  crowed  fbnr  Iftr^  Btreanis, 
tb«  White  Kivera  snd  XhtAi  tribatanea,  not  in 
tmnta,  bnt  uruii  them  on  his  hones,  or  on  logs 
obaflDed  together — rafta;  and,  on  tiio  1st  day 
of  Jddb,  bo  nrprised  the  Indiana  at  Weeanto- 
non,  noir  oalled  Weai,  kiUed  tome,  and  took 
Sftj-wght  pHaoner^  Thia  town  is  one  hundred 
and  finf-fire  milee  from  tite  Ohio,  where  he 

But  thia  b  not  all.  He  waa  now  two  hnn- 
drad  and  fif^  milea  fromLexinctOD,  the  aettied 
part  of  EeDtoo^,  eorroniidod  ij  Uie  moat  nn- 
merons  and  warlike  tribea  that  ever  inhabited 
North  America,  then  nnbroken  by  defeat,  not 
huobled  and  rednoed  b;r  the  wars  that  have 
Bluce  intervened,  and  not  dispirited  hj  the 
operations  of  our  people,  and  ferocions  as  the 
nitiTe  Indian  is  known  to  be.  Bat  General 
Beott  bad  ndtber  baggage  nor  boats  to  encnm- 
btr  him,  Ijentenant  Colonel  Wilkinson  was 
dupatolied  with  three  hnndred  and  sixty  men 
to  croM  the  Wabash,  a  large  river,  then  mnoh 
ivoUen  with  rains,  to  destn^  the  Indian 
TiQigea  at  what  they  oall  the  £el  Biver,  now 
Tippecanoe. 

Col<Hiel  WilkinaoD  marched  on  foot,  crossed 
lbs  riTBT,  Borprised  tbe  Indians,  deetroyed  the 
town,  and  retnmed  with  a  loss  of  three  men, 
wounded,  having  marched  on  tbot  tblrty-aU 
miles  in  twelve  days,  fought  a  battle,  and 
bnnad  a  town.  These  men  were  Eentaokians, 
oonmanded  by  a  man  that  conld  walk  on  foot, 

Qeoeral  6ooU  then  retomed  to  Lexington, 
IttTing  marched  fonr  hondred  and  fifty  miles, 
bomsd  fbnr  towns,  and  killed  many  of  the 
enemy,  taken  fifty-«ght  ^isoners,  and  oon- 
ducted  his  priaonera  to  Fort  Stenben,  now 
Jeffenonville. 

la  1791,  Colonel  Wilkinson  waa  ordered  by 
General  Washington  to  destroy  tbe  Indian  ril- 
Uges  on  Eel  River.  They  set  oot  on  the  1st  of 
August  from  Fort  Washington,  now  Cincinnati, 
vith  five  hondred  and  twenty-three  men.  Be 
turched  two  days  north  to  make  a  feint  on  the 
UUmi  lown^  then  northwest;  and  he  tells  na 
that,  on  the  Tlh  day,  he  crossed  tbe  Wabaab 
OD  tits  ven^  spot  that  he  set  ont  for,  and  next 
diy  BorfmBed  the  Indians  on  Eel  River,  one 
iiiuidred  and  eighty  miles  from  Fort  Washing- 
ton—killed some  of  tbe  Indians,  took  some,  and 
pressed  forward  to  find  the  Pottawatamie  town, 
or  Tippecanoe.  Tbe  next  day  he  inspected  his 
nHntnaod,  to  find  its  condition — fonnd  two 
hondred  and  seventy  lame  borsea,  and  bnt  five 
i*j»'  proviMons  in  oamp,  two  hundred  and 
tventj  miles  fWnn  Fort  Waabington,  smronnd- 
<d  with  warlike  tribes,  bat  no  baggage,  besides 
priioDera.  He  returned  safe,  having  performed 
a  mirch  of  five  hundred  milee  ttmiogh  an 
shnort  unknown  forest,  through  bogB,  creeks, 
lad  rivers;  but,  sir,  in  these  days  our  men 
'  fwdad  the  rivers,  if  they  oonld  be  forded  well ; 
hut  if  not,  (wuu  them,  witbont  delay,  on  their 


oepting  volunteers,  five  hundred  men,  believing 
that  nnmber  lo  be  safBolent  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended. Bnt  if  Oongreas  will  give  ns  one  thon- 
Bltnd  men,  I  am  wuting  to  concede  something 
to  meet  the  views  of  other  Senators.  The 
amendment  differs  but  little  from  the  laws  of 
18IS  and  1818,  aatborizing  the  raising  of  the 
rangers.  The  President  of  that  day  allowed 
some  oompanies  to  elect  tbeir  own  officei^  and 
the  officers  or  other  oompanies  were  appointed 
here,  and  they  were  du^cted  to  ennat  their 
We  got  some  good  officers,  and  some 
These  troops  were  efBcient,  and  ren- 
dered valnable  service.    A  gentleman  now  here, 

ho  waa  engaged  in  this  service,  can  bear  testi- 
mony of  their  asef^ess. 

Messrs.  BoBiNSON  and  Kraa  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, which  was  carried — yeas  SS. 

Mr.  TiPTOS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  amendment  of  the  Eonse,  and  in- 
serting a  new  bill,  snbstantially  as  follows: 

That  the  Frerident  of  tbe  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  autboriied  to  raise,  either  by  the  so- 
ceptance  of  volunLeers,  or  enllstmeDt  for  one  year, 

unless  sooner  disobarged,  mounted  r&Dgeis, 

I,  equipped,  moanled,  and  orguilzed,  in 
aer,  and  to  be  onder  such  reKolatioos 
the  nature  of  the  aemce  may, 
in  his  oplnioD,  make  necessary. 

Bta.  S.  That  each  of  tbe  laiA  companies  of  lan- 
gers  shall  eon^t  of  one  captun,  one  fint,  one  seo- 
oad,  and  one  third  UentenaDt,  five  sergeants,  five 
corporals,  and  one  hundred  privates — the  whtJe  to 
form  a  battalion,  and  be  commanded  by  a  m^or. 

8io.  S.  That  tbe  said  noD.cemmlssioned  officen 
and  privates  sliaU  arm  and  eqdp  Ihemselves,  un- 
less otherwise  ordered  by  the  President,  and  pro- 
vide  tlieir  own  horees,  and  shsll  be  allowed  each 

per  day,  asa  tbll  compensation  for  tbeir  ser- 

vioes,  and  tbe  nse  of  their  arms  and  bones.  Tbe 
oommissloned  offioen  shall  receive  the  same  emoln- 
menta  ss  offloen  of  the  same  grade  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States. 

Sic  4.  That  the  officers,  non-eommlsrioned  of- 
ficers, and  privataa,  shall  be  entitled  lo  the  same 
provision,  in  case  of  disability  by  wounds  or  other- 
wise, as  is  made  for  offlcers,  non^commisBioned 
officers,  and  printcs,  ia  the  regular  army,  and  sut>. 
Jeet  to  all  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  so  fkr  as 
thes< 


Mr.  HiTm  asked  for  a  ^vision  of  the  ques- 
tion, BO  as  first  to  take  the  vote  on  striking  out 
the  amendment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TiTTON  mode  a  few  obserrationB  in  de- 
fence of  his  amendment,  which  he  stud  was 
fl-amed  in  the  exact  words  of  the  act  of  1B18. 
He  considered  that,  under  an  efficient  officer, 
well  acquainted  with  tbe  mode  of  Indian  war- 
fare, a  force  of  five  hundred  men  would  he  bet- 
ter tiion  twice  the  number  onder  the  command 
of  ioexperienoed  men. 

Mr.  Bibb  referred  to  the  force  raised  by  order 
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of  Qeneral  Woahiugton  in  1798,  to  aid  0«aeral 
Wnjne  in  his  eipldition  aounst  the  Indians, 
aa  the  most  effective  force  wnich  could  be  em- 


Hendricks,  Hilt,  Holmes,  Knigbt,  Hangum,  Mercy, 
Miller,  Moore,  NBudsin,  Foinde—  "--=-    "-■- 


'Nira.— ifeun.  Kbb,  Cbsmbera,  Dndlcf ,  Forsyth, 
Eaue,  King,  Robinson,  Bngglea,  airi)ee,  Tuawell, 
WWW— IL 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Hbsdsioks,  the  Gnt  blank 
in  the  amendment  of  llr.  Tipton  was  then 
filled  with  the  words  "  nix  bendred,"  and  the 
second  with  the  words  "one  dollar," 

Ifr.  Kisa  moved  to  strike  ont  the  last  section, 
relative  to  the  ^>pointment  of  officers  b;r  the 
Preeident  and  Senate ;  bnt,  on  an  explanation 
that  the  officers  elected  bjr  the  Tolnuteera 
woold  be  commissioned,  he  withdrew  his  mo- 


The  amendment  of  Mr.  Tipton  was  then 


Satdsdit,  Jnne  16. 
Lcutd  Grant  to  Miaouri/or  Soada  and  OanaU. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Bkntoh,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  Knmtin^  certain 
public  lands  to  the  State  of  Missoon,  for  the 
pivpose  of  internal  improvement. 

The  amendment  made  in  eonunittee  to  insert 
the  Btatee  of  Uin4sslppi  and  Lonisiana,  was 
asreed  to,  attd  the  qaestton  on  the  engroBement 
Mtlie  bill  was  pat,  and  oorriad  in  the  affirma- 

J  A  little  discnanon  took  place  dnrinx  the  con- 
dderation  of  the  bill,  in  which  Mr.  Jobnbtoit, 
Mr.  WEBflTEK,  Mr.  WAOOAif an,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr. 
FoRSTTH,  Hr.  Button,  and  Mr.  Poisdkxtis 
took  parL  It  wad  stated  that  the  fonr  other 
new  Btat«B  had  reouved  grants  of  pablic  lands, 
while  the  States  inclnded  in  the  bill  had  re- 
OMved  no  donaUone  uther  in  monejr  or  lands. 
The  present  donation  was  asked  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  some  improvements  of  great  im- 
portanoe  to  the  whde  people  of  the  Union,  and 
not  exclosivel;  beneficial  to  the  States  to  which 
the  lands  were  granted.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moobe,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  aapplementtuy  to  an 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Teanessee,  Ooosa,  Cahawba,  and  Black 
Warrior  Rivers. 

There  was  some  discnsrioo  on  this  bilL  which 
was  finally,  on  motion  a!  Mr,  Clat,  laid  on 
tlie  table  nntil  Tnead^r,  to  allow  time  for  ez- 


TunoAT,  Jnne  19. 

Zka^  qf  CharUi  Johtuton,  Eia.,  a  BfprttmU- 

Ure/ram  the  Slate  of  Virginia, 

A  meesage  was  rec«Ted  from  the  Home  of 
R^resentativea,  bj  their  Olerk,  notifying  the 
Senate  of  the  death  of  Gharlxs  d  Jostmos, 
a  member  of  that  Uooae  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  that  his  flmeral  woold  uk«  |daee  in 
tbo  sftemoon  at  half-past  three  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ttlbs,  the  Senate  th«a 
adopted  the  following  lesolntion : 

Eeielttd,  That  the  Benate,  as  *  miric  of  ntptet, 
will  atteed  the  fimend  of  the  Hon.  Ciuun  C. 
JonNBTaN,  ■  member  of  CoDgress  from  Tirfion, 
this  d*y,  St  bilf-pait  three  o'clock ;  and,  u  in 
iddltionid  tDsrk  of  reaped,  that  the  Beoston  "il  go 
Into  monndng,  by  weuiog  eiaps  on  the  left  ant  (tr 
thirty  daysi 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Tazkwej.,  It  was  thai 

Ordtrtd,  That  when  the  BeiMte  adj««nw,  it  ad- 
Jotun  to  meet  at  half-put  three  o'dook. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  TA^nrxu, 

The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 

Wkdnxidat,  June  SO. 
Public  Zando—DittriiiUum. 

The  Senate  then  took  np  the  bill  to  anito- 
priate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  tf  the 
pablic  Isnds ;  and  the  amendmentii  repctted  \j 
the  Oommittee  on  Pablic  Lands  were  nad. 

Mr.  PomsEXTEB  moved  an  amendnMnt,  pr- 
ing  600,000  acres  to  eseb  of  the  States  ofMi^ 
Bonri,  Mississippi,  and  Lonidana';  which  tm 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Out  si^d :  Ko  enbjeot  which  had  pi*- 


that  St  the  pnblic  lands.  There  i 
indeed,  which  poaaeeeed  a  more  eititingand 
absorbing  interest,  bnt  the  ezcitcmait  wv 
happily  out  temporary  in  its  nature.  Loofi 
after  we  shall  oease  to  be  agitated  by  the  laiifl^ 
ages  after  our  manntactnrea  shdl  have  se- 
qoired  a  stability  and  perfeetion  whicb  will 
enable  them  Bacoeaefnllj  to  eope  with  the 
mannfactores  of  any  other  ooont^,  the  pnblic 
lands  will  remain  a  snl^ect  of  deep  and  es- 
daring  interest.  In  what«ver  view  we  coottm- 
plate  them,  there  is  no  qnestion  of  sodi  vast 
importance.  As  to  Uieir  extent,  there  is  pnblie 
land  enough  to  fonnd  an  empire;  stretching 
across  the  immense  oontinent,  from  the  Allan- 
tic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  the  Golf  of  Itebeo 
to  the  Northweetem  Idkes,  the  qaantity,  ac- 
cording to  official  surveys  and  ertinults, 
amonnting  to  the  prodigioos  sum  of  one  biliiw 
and  eighty  millions  of  acresi  As  tolbedora- 
tion  of  the  interest  regarded  as  a  soon*  of 
comfort  to  oar  people,  and  of  pnblic  ioecme, 
daring  the  last  year,  witen  the  greatest  qoM>- 
tity  was  Bold  that  ever,  hi  one  year,  had  been 
previonslf  sold,  It  smotmted  to  leas  than  thns 
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millions  of  ncrea,  producing  three  milliaaii  and 
1  half  of  doll&rs.  Assamiog  that  yearasafibrd- 
ing  tbe  siaudard  rata  at  which  the  lands  will 
be  umoallj  sold,  it  wonid  require  three  hun- 
dred jeara  to  diipoM  of  them.  Bat  the  salea 
irill  probablj  be  accelerated,  from  increased 
populuion  and  other  caases.  We  may  aafelj, 
however,  anticipate  tliat  long,  if  not  centnriea, 
ift«r  the  present  daj,  the  representatives  of 
OUT  children's  children  maf  be  deliberating  ta 
the  Halls  of  Congreia  on  laws  relating  to  the 
public  lands. 

Tha  subject,  in  other  points  of  view,  ehal- 
lenged  the  ftillest  attention  of  an  American 
itatesman.  If  there  was  any  one  circmnsCance, 
more  than  all  others,  which  distinguished  onr 
hsppj  condition  fhim  that  of  the  nations  of  tbe 
out  World,  it  was  the  possession  of  this  vast 
nations!  property,  and  the  resonrces  which  it 
ifforded  to  our  people  and  onr  Govemmeot 
So  Earopean  nation  (possibly  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Russia)  commanded  sach  an  ample  re- 
source. With  respect  to  the  other  republics  of 
this  continent  we  have  no  information  that  any 
of  them  have  yet  adopted  a  regniar  system  of  pre- 
Tioas  survey  and  snbaequent  sale  of  their  wild 
lands,  in  coavenient  tracts  well  defined  and 
idapted  to  the  wants  of  all.  On  the  contrary, 
the  probability  is  that  they  adhere  to  the  ruin- 
ous ind  mad  system  of  old  Spdn,  according  to 
vbicb  large  unsnrveyed  districts  are  granted 


die  in  poverty,  whilst  the  regolar  current  of 
emi^ratioD  is  checked  and  diverted  treat  its 
legiunaU  obannels. 

And  if  there  be  in  the  operatiDna  of  this  Gov- 
ernment one,  which,  more  than  any  other,  dig- 
plsye  oonsnmmste  wisdom  and  statesmanship, 
It  is  tliat  system  by  which  the  pnblio  lands  have 
btec  lo  Buocassfnlly  administ^ed.  We  siioold 
panie,  solemnly  pause,  before  we  subvert  it. 
We  should  touch  it  hesitatingly,  and  with  the 
gmliest  hand.  The  prudent  management  of  the 
public  lands,  in  the  bands  of  tbe  Oeoeral  Giov- 
emment,  will  t>e  more  manifest  by  contrasting 
il  vitb  that  of  several  of  tbe  States,  which  baa 
tbe  disposal  of  large  bodies  of  waste  lands.  Vir- 
ginia poeseeeed  an  ample  domain  west  of  the 
meuntains  and  in  tbe  present  State  of  Eentnclcy, 
over  and  above  her  munificent  cession  to  the 
General  Qovemment  Pressed  for  pecuniary 
means  by  the  revolutionary  war,  she  bronght 
tier  wild  lands,  dniing  its  progress,  into  market, 
receiving  payment  in  paper  money.  There 
■ere  no  previous  surveys  of  the  waste  lands — 
no  townatiips,  no  sections,  no  official  definition 
or  description  of  tracts.  Each  pnrcbaser  made 
Ilia  own  looatioa,  describing  the  land  bought  as 
he  thought  proper.  These  locations  or  de- 
ecnptiona  were  often  vagne  and  uncertun.  Tbe 
eoiuequeno»  was,  that  the  same  tract  was  not 
nnfrequently  entered  various  times  by  different 
psKhasers,  so  as  to  be  literally  shingled  over 
with  conflicting  clums.  The  State,  perhaps, 
Ktd  in  this  way  maoh  more  lud  tlum  it 


entitled  to,  but  then  It  received  nothing  in  re- 
turn that  waa  valnable ;  whilst  the  purohasera, 
in  conseqnence  of  the  clashing  and  Interference 
between  their  righti,  were  exposed  to  tedious, 
vexatious,  and  minons  litigation. 

Eentacky  long  and  severely  suffered  from  this 
oanse,  and  is  Jnst  emerging  from  the  troubles 
brought  opon  her  by  improvident  land  legis- 
lation, western  Virginia  has  also  suffered 
greatly,  thoogb  not  to  the  same  extent. 

The  State  of  Georgia  bad  large  bodies  of 
waste  lands,  which  she  disposed  of  In  a  man- 
ner satisfactory  no  doabt  to  nereelf,  but  aston- 
ishing to  every  one  of  that  commonwealtb. 
According  to  her  system,  waste  lands  are  dis- 
tributed in  lotteries  among  the  people  of  the 
Btat&  In  conformity  with  the  enactments  of  the 
Legiuature.  And  when  one  district  of  conn- 
try  is  disposed  of,  as  there  are  many  who  do 
not  draw  prizes,  the  nnsnoceesfbl  cul  out  for 
fresh  distribntions.  These  are  made,  from  time 
to  time,  Bs  lands  are  acquired  from  the  Indians ; 
and  hence  one  of  the  causes  of  the  avidity  with 
whioh  the  Indian  lands  are  songht  It  is  mani- 
fest that  neither  the  present  generation  nor 
posterity  can  derive  mnch  advantage  from  this 
mode  of  alienating  public  lands.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  should  tbmK,  it  cannot  fail  to  engender 
speculation  and  a  spirit  of  gambling. 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  in  virtue  of  a  oom-  . 
pact  with  Virginia,  acquired  a  right  to  a  quan-  V 
tity  of  public  lands  south  of  Green  River. 
Nedecting  to  profit  by  the  unfortnnflte  example 
of  the  parent  State,  she  did  not  order  the  coun- 
try tu  be  surveyed  previous  to  Its  being  offered  - 
to  purchasers.  Bednced  by  some  of  those  wild 
land  projects,  of  whioh  at  all  times  there  have 
been  some  afloat,  and  which  hitherto  the  Gen- 
eral Government  alone  has  finely  resisted,  sbe 
was  tempted  to  offbr  her  waste  lands  to  settlers 
at  different  prices,  under  tlie  same  of  head 
rights  or  pre-emptions.  As  the  taws,  like  most 
l^slation  upon  such  sabjecta,  were  somewhat 
loosely  worded,  tbe  keen  eye  of  the  epeontator 
soon  discerned  the  defeota,  and  he  took  advan- 
tage of  them.  Instances  had  occurred  of  mas- 
ters obt^lng  certificates  of  head  rights  in  the 
name  of  their  slaves,  and  thus  securing  the 
land,  in  contravention  of  the  intention  of  the 
legislature.  Slaves  generally  have  but  one 
name,  being  called  Tom,  Jack,  Dick,  or  Harry. 
To  conceal  the  fraud,  the  owner  would  add 
Black,  oTsomeotherc(^oraination,sotbat  the 
certificate  wonId  read  Tom  Black,  Jack  Black, 
dec.  The  gentleman  from  Tenneeaee  (Ur. 
Grtodt)  wiU  remember,  some  twenty  odd 
years  ago,  when  we  were  both  members  of  the 
Kentnoly  L^slature,  that  I  took  occasion  to 
animadvert  npontheeefraudulent  practices,  and 
observed  that,  when  the  names  eame  to  be 
alphabetted,  the  troth  wonld  be  told,  whatever 
might  be  the  language  of  the  record ;  for  the 
alphabet  would  read  Black  Tom,  Black  Barry, 
dtc  Kentucky  realized  more  in  her  treasnry 
than  the  parent  State  bad  done,  oonsiderinK 
that  she  had  but  a  remnant  of  pnbUo  lands,  and 
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she  added  eomewhat  to  her  population.  Bat 
tbey  were  far  less  nvulable  than  the^  would 
have  been  nnder  a  aTstem  of  prenous  snirey 
and  regolar  sale.4 

These  observationB  in  respect  to  the  oonrse 
Kd  tbe  respectable  Btat«B  referred  to,  in  relation 
to  their  pablic  lands,  are  not  prompted  bj  any 
nnUnd  feelings  towards  them,  bat  to  show  the 
sQperioTil;  of  the  land  eyilem  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  8:rsteni  of  Ihe  General  Government, 
the  wisdom  of  which,  in  some  respects,  is  ad- 
mitted even  b;  the  report  of  the  Land  Oom- 
mittee,  the  conntry  suliject  to  its  operation, 
beyond  the  AUeghany  lloautains,  has  rs{>idly 
advanced  in  popolation,  improvement  and 
prosperity.  The  example  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
was  emphatically  relied  on  by  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Manafaotnres — its  million  of 
peoplei  its  canals  and  otlier  improvements,  its 
flonrishing  towns,  its  highly  cultivate  fields,  all 
pntthere  within  less  than  forty  years.  To  weak- 
en the  force  of  this  example,  the  Land  Committee 
deny  that  the  popnlation  of  that  State  is  princi- 
pally  settied  npoo  pnblio  lands  derived  from 
the  General  Government.  Bat,  Ur.  Preaident, 
with  sreal  deference  to  that  committee.  I  most 
say  that  it  labors  nnder  misapprehension. 
Three-fonrths,  if  not  fonr-fiftha,  of  the  popula- 
tion of  that  Btate  are  settied  nnon  pnbhc  lands 
purchased  from  the  TJaited  States,  and  they 
are  the  most  floariahiiiK  parts  of  tiie  State. 
Por  the  correctness  of  this  statement  I  f^peal 
to  my  Mend  from  Ohio  (Ifr.  Ewiro)  near  me. 
Be  knows,  as  well  as  1  d^  that  the  rich  valleys 
of  the  If  iaiai  of  Ohio,  and  the  Mamnee  of  the 
Lake,  the  Soioto,  and  the  IfnsUngnm,  are  prin- 
dpally  settled  by  persons  deriving  titles  to  their 
laods  from  the  United  States. 

In  a  national  point  of  view,  one  of  the  great- 
est advantages  which  these  public  lands  m  the 
"West,  and  this  system  of  selliDg  them,  afford, 


the  vocations  of  society  being  too  closely  filled, 
and  too  mnch  crowded.  They  constantiy  tend 
to  sastain  the  price  of  labor,  by  the  opportnnity 
■  which  they  offer  of  the  aoqaisition  of  fertile 
land  at  a  moderate  price,  and  the  conseqnent 
temptation  to  emigrate  &om  those  parts  of  the 
Union  where  labor  may  be  badly  rewarded. 
The  prtwresB  of  settiement,  and  the  improve- 
ment m  the  fortunes  and  condition  of  indiyidnsls, 
nnder  the  operation  of  this  beneficent  system, 
are  as  simple  as  they  are  manifest.  Pioneers 
of  a  more  adventnroas  character,  advancing 
before  the  tide  of  emigration,  penetrate  into 
tiie  nninhabited  re^ons  of  the  West.    They 

Sply  ^e  axe  to  the  forest,  which  foils  before 
sm,  or  the  plough  to  the  prairie,  deeply  ^k- 
9  share  Id  tiie  nnbroken  wild  grasses  in 
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which  it  abounds.    They  baild  honsaa,  plant 
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takes  place,  they  sell  to  the  new  CMncti  A  % 
great  advance,  and  proceed  farther  west,  villi 
ample  means  to  paruMse  from  GoTennuent,  il 
reason^le  prices,  annoieDt  Uad  for  all  the  mca- 
bers  of  thor  fWilies.  Another  nd  asotlwr 
tide  sacceeds  the  firat,  poshing  on  wMvndhr 
the  previons  setden,  who,  in  their  tnm,  nQ 
out  Uieir  farms,  ooastantiyangmentingiDprin, 
nntil  they  arrive  at  a  fixed  and  stationaiynlte. 
In  this  way,  thonsanda  and  tens  of  thduuds 
are  daily  improving  th^  circnmstanw^  snd 
bettering  their  ocmdition.  I  have  often  vil- 
nessed  Ihia  gratifyins  procKSS.  On  the  mum 
form,  yon  ma.y  sometimes  behold,  itandiiiE  to- 
aether,  the  first  rode  cabin  of  ronodiDain- 
Sewn  logs,  and  wooden  chimneys,  the  ben 
log  hoose,  chincked  and  shinned,  wllh  Koie 
or  brick  chimneys ;  and,  lastiy,  the  eombttt- 
ble  brick  or  stone  dwelling;  ecchdetKitiiigtl* 
different  occnpants  of  Uie  Una,  or  the  temt 
stages  of  the  condition  of  the  same  eeeapoL 
What  other  naticn  txa  boast  of  saeh  sa  oollft 
for  its  increasing  population,  neb  bosntifiil 
of  promotii^  th^  pnxperity,  sad  »■ 


espe<»al]y  to  the  existing  system  by  wludi  thtr 
are  distribat«d  with  so  mnch  refntintystd 
eqaity,  are  we  indebted  for  these  Bgntl  bmiti 
in  our  national  condition.  And  every  emni- 
eration  of  duty  to  onradvce  and  te  poAnlj 
M^oins  that  we  shall  abat^n  from  the  sdoptioa 
of  any  wild  project  that  would  east  «nj  tUs 
vast  natranal  ^HQftxtj,  held  by  the  GMMnl 
Qovemment  in  saored  tmst  fiir  the  whole  pee- 
pie  of  the  United  States,  and  (brbidsltiitn 
should  rashlT  toneh  a  system  which  lua  bM 
BO  Buecessfnlly  tested  by  experience. 

It  has  been  only  within  a  few  years  tlotni^ 
less  men  have  thrown  before  the  pnblio  thor 
visionary  plans  for  squandering  thepsbKoAt- 
maid.  With  the  existing  laws,  the  great  Btit* 
of  the  West  is  satisfied  and  contented.  6bi 
has  felt  their  benefit,  and  grown  gre^  and  pov- 
erfol  nnder  their  sway.  Sne  knows  and  temfio 
to  the  liberality  of  the  General  Oovenuntet  is 
the  admbistration  of  the  pnblio  lands,  extssded 
alike  to  her  and  to  the  other  new  filstia 
There  are  no  petitions  from,  no  movtoMnli  B^ 
Ohio,  proposing  vital  and  radical  clHWge*i> 
the  system.  During  the  long  period,  ia  lU 
House  of  Kepreeentatives  and  in  the  Senate,  tint 
her  nprigbt  and  nnambitions  citiiat,  the  b* 
Representative  of  that  Sfat«^  and  afUnnrdt  no- 
cessively  Senator  and  Govnuor,  preoded  m« 
the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands,  we  besrd  rf 
none  of  these  chimerical  schemes.  All  w* 
on  smoothly,  and  ijnieUy,  and  safely.  Ko  ""i 
in  the  n>bere  withm  which  he  acted,  ever  am- 
manded  or  deserved  the  implicit  confidsacsci 
Oongresa  mora  than  Jeremiah  ICorrow.  He* 
existed  a  perfect  persnarion  of  bis  entire  fasf*^ 
tiality  and  Justice  between  the  old  States  ud 
the  new.  A  few  artiesa  bnt  sensible  »««. 
pronounced  in  his  plun  Scotch  Iriih  aisleA 
were  ^ways  saffident  to  ensure  the  psMg*  " 
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uf  bill  or  reoolntioD  which  he  reported  For 
■boot  tweotj-five  jean,  there  wu  no  essential 
ciungB  in  this  ijstdm ;  snd  that  which  wu  at 
ian  made,  voicing  the  price  of  the  public  lands 
from  two  dollars,  at  which  it  had  all  tliat  time 
remained,  to  one  dollar  and  a  qnarter,  at  which 
It  has  been  fixed  onlr  abont  t«n  or  twelve  years, 
vsa  fbunded  main^  on  the  oonuderation  of 
■boliihing  the  preri(»u  eredlts. 

Aisnming  the  do^aation  of  onr  popnlation 
In  temu  of  twentj-flre  jeors,  the  demand  for 
wista  land,  at  the  end  of  ever;  term,  will  at 
leiit  be  double  what  ib  was  at  Uie  oommenoe- 
BtecA.  Bat  the  ratio  of  the  inereased  demand 
will  be  maob  grealer  then  the  Increwe  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  Unit^  States,  beeaose 
lbs  Western  Btatea  nearest  to  or  lnclnding  the 
poblic  lands  populate  much  more  nuiidljr  than 
ottw  parts  of  the  Union ;  and  it  will  be  fhim 
Uiem  that  the  greatest  onrrent  of  emigration 
will  flow.  At  this  moment  Ohio,  Kentnoky, 
Mid  TennseSBB  are  the  most  migratiiig  Ststes  in 
theUni<m. 

To  topply  tble  oonstantlr  angmenting  de- 
mand the  poliof  which  has  hitherto  oharaoter- 
ind  the  Q«neral  OoTernmenl,  has  been  highly 
Gbavl  both  towards  individnals  and  the  new 
Btitea.  LftTM  traobi,  tai  ■ornanii^  the  de- 
iDtod  of  purchasers,  in  everj  climate  and  sitoa- 
tioa  ad^>ted  to  the  wants  of  all  ports  of  the 
Cuion,  are  brought  into  the  market  at  moder- 
ste  priMi,  the  Ooverament  having  sustained  alt 
the  expense  of  the  original  purchase,  and  of 
gmrejiDg,  marking,  and  dividing  the  land.  For 
fiftf  dtdlars,  any  poor  man  maj  purchase  forty 
acres  of  first  rate  land ;  and,  for  less  tiian  the 
vsgea  of  one  year's  labor,  he  may  buy  eighty 
aciw.  To  the  new  States,  also,  has  the  Oov- 
snuasnt  been  liberal  and  generoos  in  the  grants 
'jt  Khoots  and  fbr  internal  improvements, 
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v»ll  as  in  rednoing  the  debt  contracted  for  the 
pnrehMe  of  lands  by  the  d^iens  of  those  States 
who  were  tempted,  in  a  spirit  of  inordinate 


^eeolathni,  to  purchase  too  much  or  at  too 
ughprieea. 

Aiid  now,  Ur.  Preeident,  I  have  to  say  sotne- 
thlng  in  respect  to  the  particnlar  plan  brought 
forward  by  the  Oommitteo  on  Hsnn&ctnres 
for  a  tMnporary  appropriation  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  ales  of  the  pablto  lands. 

The  committee  saw  that  this  fimd  is  not 
wanted  by  the  General  Government;  that  the 
pace  of  tho  oonntry  is  not  likely,  from  present 
wpesranees^  to  he  speedily  disturbed ;  and 
that  the  General  Oovemment  is  absolutely  em- 
hvTMsed  inproviding  a^inst  an  enormous  sor- 

Sna  b  the  Treasury,  whilst  this  is  the  ood- 
tioD  of  the  Fedwal  Government,  the  States 
are  in  want  of,  and  can  most  beo^tielly  nse, 
thst  ver*  surplus  with  which  we  do  not  know 
what  to'do.  The  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
wnintQt  are  limited;  those  qf  the  States  ere 
ampls.  If  those  limited  powers  authorized  an 
■vplieation  of  the  ftind  to  some  oljeots,  perhaps 
there  are  others  of  more  importance,  to  which 
the  powers  of  the  States  would  be  more  com- 


petent, or  to  which  they  may  apply  ft  more 
provident  care. 

But  the  Government  of  the  whole  and  of  the 
parts,  at  last,  is  bnt  one  Qovernment  of  the 
same  people.  In  form,  they  are  two ;  in  sob- 
stance,  one.  They  both  stand  under  the  some 
solemn  obligation  to  promote,  by  all  the  pow- 
ers with  wbioh  they  are  respectively  intnuted, 
the  h^pineas  of  the  people ;  and  the  peopte, 
in  their  turn,  owe  respect  and  alle^once  to 
both.  Haintaining  these  rektjons,  there  shonld 
be  mutual  assistance  to  each  other  afforded  hy 
these  two  systems.  When  the  States  are  fall- 
handed,  and  the  coffers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment are  empty,  the  States  shonld  oome  to  the 
relief  of  the  Oiuiera]  Government,  as  many  of 
them  did,  most  promptly  and  patriotically, 
during  the  late  war.  When  the  oonditions  of 
the  parties  are  reversed,  as  is  now  the  cose,  the 
States  wanting  what  is  almost  a  burden  to  the 
Genera]  Government,  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  States. 

They  were  views  like  these  which  induced  a 
m^ority  of  the  committee  to  propose  the  plan 
of  distribution  contained  in  the  bill  now  under 
consideration.  For  one,  however,  I  will  again 
repeat  the  declaration,  which  I  made  early  in 
the  session,  that  I  nnlte  cordially  with  those 
who  condemn  the  application  of  any  principle  of 
distribntloD  among  the  several  States,  to  sorptos 
revenne  derived  from  taxation.  I  think  in- 
come derived  from  taxation  stands  upon  ground 
totally  distinct  from  that  which  is  received  from 
the  public '  lands.  Congress  can  prevent  the 
accumulation,  at  least,  for  any  considerable 
time,  of  revenne  from  duties,  by  suitable  l^is- 
lation,  lowering  or  angmentins  the  imposts; 
bnt  it  cannot  stop  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
without  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  and  intoler- 
able power.    The  powers  of  Ooogress  o^"    "  ' 

poblic  lands  are  broader  and  n"""" 

sive  than  those  which  they  p 
tion,  and  the  money  produced  by  it. 

This  brings  me  to  consider,  1st,  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  the  disbibution.  By  the 
second  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  constitution,  Oongress  "have  power 
to  dispose  of,  'and  moke  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  of  the  United  States."  The  power  of 
disposition  is  plenary,  unrestrained,  nnqoalified. 
It  IS  not  limited  to  a  specified  object  or  to  a  de- 
fined purpose,  but  left,  applicable  to  any  object 
or  purpose  wliich  the  wisdom  of  Oongress  snail 
deem  fit,  acting  under  its  high  reaponBibility. 

The  Government  purchued  Louisiana  and 
Florida.  Uoy  it  not  apply  the  proceeds  of  lands 
within  those  countries  to  any  ol^ect  which  the 
good  of  the  Union  may  seem  to  indicate  t  If 
there  be  a  restrunt  in  the  constitution,  where 
is  it — what  is  it? 

The  uniform  practice  of  the  Government  has 
conformed  to  the  idea  of  its  possessing  full 

Cers  over  the  public  loads,    lliey  have  been 
ly  granted,  from  time  to  tim^  to  oommnnlties 
and  indiTidDals,  for  a  great  variety  of  purposes. 
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To  States  for  edncation,  internal  improTement, 
public  balldiiiM :  to  corporations  for  education ; 
to  the  deaf  and  damb ;  to  the  cultivators  of  the 
olive  and  the  vine ;  to  pre-emptioners ;  to  Gen- 
eral Lafa;ett«,  &c. 

The  deeds  from  the  ceding  States,  far  from 
oppofliDg,  ftally  warrant  the  distribution.  That 
of  Virginia  oeded  the  land  as  "a  common  fond 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  snch  of  the  United 
States  as  have  t>ecome,  or  shall  become,  mem- 
bers of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of 
tie  said  Stales,  Virginia  indnsive."  The  ces- 
rion  was  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Btatei.  It 
ma;  be  argaed  that  the  ftind  mnst  be  retained 
in  the  oonmon  Treaaarr,  and  thence  paid  oat. 
Bat,  by  Uie  bill  reported,  it  will  come  into 
the  common  Treaanry;  and  then  the  ones- 
tion  hon  shall  it  be  snbseqaentl]'  appliea  for 
the  nse  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States 
as  compose  the  oonfedjeraey,  la  one  of  modv* 
only.  Whether  the  money  is  disbursed  by  the 
General  Government  directly,  or  is  paid  out, 
upon  some  equal  and  fust  principle,  to  the 
States,  to  be  disbursed  oy  them,  cannot  affect 
the  right  of  distribution.  If  the  General  Gkiv- 
erament  retained  the  poiver  of  nltimate  dis- 
Inirsemeiit,  it  eonld  execute  it  only  by  suitable 
aoenta;  and  what  ageucy  ia  more  sniuble  than 
that  of  the  States  themselves?  If  the  States 
expend  the  money,  aa  the  hill  contemplates, 
the  expenditure  will,  in  effect,  be  a  disburse- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  althoush  the 
several  States  are  the  organs  of  the  expenditnTB ; 
fbr  the  whole  and  oil  the  parts  are  identical. 
And  whatever  redounds  to  the  benefit  of  all  the 
■  ports,  neceesarily  contributes,  in  the  same 
tneasnre,  to  the  benefit  of  the  wliole.  The 
great  question  should  be,  is  the  distribution  upon 
eqnol  and  Just  prindplest  And  this  brings  me 
to  consider, 

Sd.  The  terms  of  the  distribution  proposed 
by  the  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Uannfactnres. 
The  bill  proposes  a  division  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands  among  the  sev- 
eral States  oompoaing  the  Union,  according  to 
their  federal  representative  population,  as  as- 
oert^ned  by  the  last  census;  and  it  provides 
for  new  States  that  may  hereafter  be  admitted 
]nto  the  Union.  The  basis  of  the  distribution, 
therefore,  ia  derived  from  the  constitntion  it- 
■elf,  which  has  adopted  the  same  rule,  in  re- 
spect to  reprwentatJOD  and  direct  taxes.  None 
conid  be  more  Jnst  and  equitable. 

But  it  has  been  contended,  in  the  land  report, 
that  the  revolutionary  States,  whioh  did  not 
cede  their  public  lands,  onght  not  to  be  allowed 
to  come  into  the  distribution.  This  objectii 
does  not  apply  to  the  purchases  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  because  the  consideration  for  them 
was  paid  out  of  the  common  Treasury,  and  was 
consequently  contributed  by  all  the  States. 
Sot  has  the  objection  any  Just  fonndation,when 
applied  to  the  public  lands  derived  from  Vir- 
ginia and  the  other  ceding  8tat«s;  because,  by 
the  terms  of  the  deeds,  the  cessions  were  made 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States.    The 
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ceding  States  having  made  no  exception  of  any 
State,  what  rieht  has  the  General  tiovemmeot 

iterpolate  in  the  deeds,  and  now  create  an 
exceptiont  The  General  Govemmeut  ia  t 
mere  trastee,  holding  the  domun  in  virtue  of 
those  deeds,  according  to  the  tenna  and  condi- 
tions which  they  eipreaaly  describe;  and  it  it 
bound  to  execute  the  trust  aoourdlngly.  Bnt 
how  is  the  fnnd  produced  by  the  pnoUc  liodi 
now  expended!  It  comes  into  tne  common 
Treasury,  and  is  disbursed  for  the  common 
benefit  without  exception  of  any  State.  The 
''"'  raly  proposes  to  snbstitnte  to  that  cl^cct, 
no  longer  necessary,  another  and  more 
useful  common  obJecL  The  general  applieatioa 
of  the  fund  will  continue  under  the  operation 
of  the  bill,  olthougli  the  particular  putpceet 
may  be  varied. 
The  equity  of  the  proposed  distribution,  is 
respeota  the  two  elomi  of  States,  the  M  sod 
the  new,  must  be  manifest  to  the  Senate.  It 
proposes  to  assign  to  the  new  States,  besides 
'le  five  per  cent,  stipulated  for  in  tbeirsevenl 
impacts  ^ith  the  General  GoTcmment,  the 
farther  anm  of  ten  per  cent  upon  the  net  pro- 
ceeds. Assuming  toe  proceeds  of  the  last  year, 
amoundog  to  $3,B66,137,M,  *s  the  ba^  of  IIm 
calculation,  I  hold  in  my  bond  a  paper  wiikh 
shows  the  sum  that  each  of  the  seven  new 
States  would  receive.  They  have  complained 
of  the  exemption  from  taution  of  the  pnblic 
lands  sold  by  the  General  Govemment  for  five 
years  after  the  sale.  If  that  exemption  did  not 
exist,  and  they  were  to  exercise  the  power  of 
taxing  those  lands,  aa  the  afovce  increase  of 
their  population  is  only  eigbtana  half  ^craL 
per  annum,  the  additional  reTenne  wbidi  they 
would  raise  would  be  only  eight  and  a  half  per 
cent,  per  annum ;  that  is  to  say,  a  State  now  cd- 
lecting  a  revenue  of  |100,0O0  per  annum  woaid 
collect  only  |108,5OO,  if  it  were  to  tax  Iseds 

itly  sold.  But,  by  the  bill  under  conndets- 
tion,  each  of  the  seven  new  States  will  annnally 
receive,  as  its  distributive  share,  mora  than  thi 
whole  amount  of  Ita  annual  ravenne. 

HoiTOAT,  Jone  26, 
IHterimmating  Dittim  voith  SpaiK. 

A  Ueasage  was  received  fWnn  the  Premdent 
of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  report 
from  t^pe  Secretary  of  State^  on  Uie  suljject  d 
the  abolition  of  the  discriuunatlng  duties  dot 
existing  on  Spaniah  Yeaaela.  The  report  vu 
read.  It  stated  that  da^mtohu  had  been  re- 
ceived from  our  Minister  m  Spain,  stating  tbU 
on  order  hod  been  issued  by  the  Spuiish  Got- 
emment  abolishing  the  discriminatii^  dntiei 
on  American  vessels,  on  oondidon  that  a  wm- 
lar  abolition  ahonld  be  made  by  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  O1.AT,  at  whose  Instance  the  report  wai 
read,  said  he  bod  found^^  an  he  feared,  Hut  this 
measure  did  not  extend  to  Cuba,  or  the  other 
islands  of  Sprfn.  As  the  subject  was  sboot  to 
be  referred,  and  as,  in  relation  to  Cnba,  ahuod 
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theeDtirocwrTingtrtde  wucoDfiDed  to  Spain, 
be  hoped  the  attention  of  the  committee  would 
be  directed  to  that  point.  He  was  svare  that 
Mm  Secretary  Btat«o  in  bia  report  that  Qegotia' 
ti-HU  were  going  on ;  but  he  thoaght  tnat  a 
meanire  of  this  bind  might  be  put  into  the 
hinds  of  the  Execative,  to  Btrengthen  the  pend- 
ing negotiatiop  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  9ome  contingent  proTision  as  to  the 
eariTing  trade  with  Oaba,  and  the  other  Span- 
iah  possessions,  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  Min- 
iser  in  Spain,  conld  not  hot  be  &vorable  to 
the  olyect  which  he  had  in  view.  If  no 
remedy  ahonld  sbortly  be  applied,  Spain  wonld 
won  monopolize  the  whole  of  the  csirytng  trade 
brtireen  tne  United  States  and  Onba  and  the 


Statut  ^Wtukiiiffton. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Bobbihs,  took 
up  for  consideration  the  joint  retnlntion,  (as 
meuded  by  the  Committee  on  tho  Library,) 
uthorizing  the  President  to  ooDtract  for  a  foil- 
ien^  pedeatrian  Btatne,  in  marble,  of  General 
WubtDgtoQ,  to  be  placed  in  the  rotondo,  with 
n  ippropriation  of  |6,000. 

ib.  FoBSTTH  inquired  the  object  of  this  m- 
pn^riition ;  if  It  were  contemplated  as  soffl- 


PomtuTBB  requested  the  report  of  the  Li 
bnvj  Committee  to  be  read.  It  detailed  the 
prcK«eding3  hod  in  the  Hoase  of  Repreaenta- 
tircs,  where  the  resolntion  had  originally  been 
adopted,  anthorizing  the  employment  of  Mr. 
Gnenongh,  the  American  artist,  to  execute  the 
work ;  and  contained  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Department  of  State,  informing  Hr.  Green- 
ongh,  DOW  in  Italy,  thereof,  with  instmctiona 
reapeetiag  the  same ;  the  head  to  be  modelled 
liter  that  of  Houdon's  statue,  the  rest  of  the 
ontEnes  to  be  left  to  the  artist's  own  laate,  dto. 
Hr,  UiLLiB  objected  to  such  appropriations, 
where  the  specific  sum  required  was  not  known. 
In  this  node  yearly  and  indefinite  grants  would 
t>«  ulled  for  to  corer  the  cost  till  completed, 
Odd  it  was  hard  to  say  where  it  might  end. 

Hr.  Clat  said  that  he  strongly  hoped  the 
raolatioD  wonld  be  allowed  to  be  engrossed 
for  1  third  reading.  Of  the  nuuy  illustrious 
men  to  whom  their  country  owed  a  debt  of 
gretitade,  Washington  was  the  only  one  to 
whom  he  would  think  it  prndent  to  pay  the 
bomsge  now  contemplated.  An  image — a  tea- 
timoaial  of  this  great  man,  the  father  of  bis 
wnnlry,  should  exist  in  every  part  of  the 
Cnioii,  OS  a  memorial  of  his  patriotism,  and  of 
ibe  Mrricea  rendered  his  eonntrr ;  but  of  all 
pliuiea,it  was  required  in  this  capitol — the  cen- 
tre of  the  Union — the  offspring,  the  creation,  of 
hUmiDd  and  of  his  labors.  An  appropriation 
tor  this  individual  pnrpose,  at  onoUter  period 
i>f  the  sessioa,  bad  been  introduced  in  the  gen- 
it  measure,  and  was  afterwards  atrnck  out, 
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time,  they  bad  an  additional  motive  for  this  act. 
Application  for  the  remains  of  this  great  man 
had  been  made  by  the  representatives  of  the 
nation,  to  t>estow  on  them  a  national  tribnte  of 
honor;  and  this  application  bad  met  with  a  re- 
fusal. The  death  of  the  proprietor  of  tihe  spot 
where  those  remuns  rested,  had  but  Jnst  taken 
place;  and  into  whose  hands  they  should  now 
fall — into  the  noasessioa  of  a  friend  or  stranger, 
in  the  event  or  a  sale  of  the  property  or  otW- 
wise,  it  was  impossible  to  cor^jeoture ;  bat  saoh 
being  the  casualties  ta  which  they  were  liable. 
it  l)ebooved  them  (the  Congress  of  the  United 
States)  the  more  to  adopt  means  to  secure  a 
representative  of  those  rcdios,  that  might  endure 
for  future  ogee.  The  resolution  bad  his  hearty 
ocnonrrenoe,  and  he  hoped  it  wonld  pass  with- 
out objection. 
The  question  being  put  on  the  engrossing  for 


follows: 

TiAH. — McMTs.  Bell,  Benten,  CbKOibers.  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Bwiufc  Foot,  Frelloghuyseo, 
Orandy,  Hulmei,  JohuMOD,  Kaoe.  Enigbt,  Uarcy, 
Uoore,  Nandun,  Prantin,  Fi^Ddeiter,  Robbies, 
Rugglea,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Bprague,  Tipton,  Tom- 
lioson,  Webster,  Wilkins— 30. 

Nits. — Uenrs.  Bibb,  Browtt,  Dickemon,  Hajne, 
Hill,  Killer,  TazeveU,  Troup,  Tjler,  White— 10. 

WsDMESDAT,  June  37. 
Prieilege$  of  At  Senate't  OgUen. 

Ur.  HoucEs  ofibred  the  following  resolution: 

Renlvtd,  Thu  tbe  uidstant  doorkeeper  of  the 
Senate  be  permitted  to  attend  as  u.  witaesa  before  a 
Gommtttee  of  the  House  of  RepreMotatEvei,  agree- 
ably to  his  Bummoni. 

Ur.  IIoLHKB,  in  offering  this  resolution,  ex- 
pressed his  belief  that  the  doorkeeper  could  not 
render  obedience  to  the  summons,  which  was 
signed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  and  bore  the 
seal  of  the  House,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Gbuitdt  had  some  doubts  whether  tbe 
resolution  was  jostiBed  by  any  thing  in  the 
histoiT  of  Oongress ;  and  asked  if  the  Saiotor 
from  Midoe  had  looked  into  the  jonmab  to  in- 
form himself  whether  it  bad  been  the  prao^c« 
to  place  the  doorkeeper  on  the  same  footing 
with  a  Senator. 

Mr.  UoLMBS,  in  reply,  stated  that  tbe  resolu- 
tion conformed  to  the  practice  of  the  British 
Parliament;  and  that  it  was  justified  by  the 
reason  of  the  thing,  as  tbe  services  of  the  door- 
keeper were  as  necessary  to  tbe  Senate  as  those 
of  any  of  the  Senators. 

Mr.  CljLY  differed  from  the  view  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Maine.  He 
did  not  concur  in  the  idea  that  tbe  constitUT 
tional  privileges  with  whioh  the  Senators  wore 
invested  shonld  be  extended  to  the  officers  of 
that  bodj.     As  to  the  British  Parliament,  it 
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was  well  known  that  thej  had  Eimilar  rales  on 
the  eabject  of  privilege,  snd  iBwa  of  tbelr  own, 
which  conld  have  uo  reference  to  Oongrass. 
The  only  thing  of  any  oonseqaeoce,  in  his  opin- 
ion, waa,  that  the  Senate  dhoold  have  a  knowl- 
edge that  the  doorkeeper  wHa  in  performance  of 
his  dnty,  in  attendance  on  the  IIotiBe  of  Kepre- 
sentativoa,  and  woa  not  wilfoUy  neglecting  any 
of  his  duties  to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  bad 
now  that  knowledge,  and  he  moved  to  lay  the 
resolntion  on  the  table,  bot  withdrev  it  for  a 
moment ;  and 

Ifr.  Foot  sUted  that  if  the  officer  of  the  Sen- 
ate was  not  subject  to  be  taken  fkim  his  dnty 
by  the  process  of  any  oonrt,  so  neither  ooold 
he  by  any  process  of  the  other  Honse. 

Ur.  FKKLUiabnTBiir  stated  that  he  was  in- 
formed by  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
other  House  that  the  doorkeeper  was  only  re- 
quired to  attend  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 


J>aughter  of  T.  J^mrton. 

Mr.  PoniDEXTBB  moved  that  tbe  Senate  take 
ap  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Martha  Randolph, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  asked  for 
the  yeaa  and  nays  on  his  motion,  which  were 
ordered ;  and,  being  taken,  were  as  follows : 

TiAS.^HeBCTS.  Benton,  Chwnbert,  Clay,  Dickor- 
■on,  Dudley,  Hendricka,  Holmes,  Foindeiter,  R(^- 
bins,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Smith,  Tipton,  White, 
Wyidns— 16. 

Nils.— Uessrs.  Bel!,  Bibb,  Broirn,  Dsllus  Ellis, 
Ewing,  Foot.  Forsyth,  FreUagbnysen,  Onmdy, 
Hayne,  Hill,  Euie,  King,  Knight,  Uangum,  Marcy, 
Mffler,   N«udaia,  Pren^,  BuggM  Tazewell,  Ty- 

Thukbi>&t,  June  28. 
Day  ef  Humiliation. 

The  following  resolntion,  offered  by  Mr, 
Olai,  was  taken  up  for  consideration : 

Rtidvtd,  By  the  Senate  uid  House  of  Represent- 
ativcB  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembted.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  HooBes 
wait  oa  the  Fremdetit  of  the  United  States,  and 
request  that  he  recommend  a  day,  to  bs  designated 
by  him,  of  public  humiliation,  piv^-er,  uid  fasting, 
to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  retieioua  solemnity,  tad.  with  ferrent  supplica- 
tions to  Almigbty  God  that  lie  will  be  gnciously 
pleased  to  continue  His  blessings  apoD  oar  country, 
and  that  He  will  svert  from  it  the  Asiatic  acoarge 
which  has  reached  ourborders;  or  if,  in  thedispea- 
sationa  of  His  providence,  we  are  not  to  be  exempted 
from  the  calamity,  thst,  through  His  bouatU'ut 
mercy,  its  severity  may  be  miiigsted,  ind  its  dora- 
tioa  shortened. 


After  Mr.  T.  had  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  bad  remarked  that  he  wonld  not  aay  one 
word  on  the  aubjeot. 
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Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  observed  that  he  bid 
only  one  word  to  express.  The  Tesolntioii  bid 
not  been  submitted  without  consaltatioa  Biili 
membeta  of  the  Senate,  whose  opinion  wu 
entitled  to  more  respect  than  bis  own.  It  vu, 
indeed,  first  soggested  to  him  by  a  rertnnd 
member  of  the  clergy,  and,  after  dsKberais 
oonmderation,  he  (Mc.  C.)  thongh  the  occulon 
fit  for  the  recommendation  of  the  religious  cer- 
emony which  the  resolntion  oonUmplated.  It 
was  the  practice  of  all  Ghiisttau  natioiii,  in 
seasons  of  general  and  great  calamity,  to  in- 
plorie  IKvine  merey^.  Of  all  the  pestileiitiil 
scourges  which  bad  afflicted  our  race,  ilw 
Asiatic  cholera,  in  some  of  its  ebaractenslica, 
was  the  most  remarkable.  Its  range  of  operv 
tion  bad  been  more  eitennve  than  perhaps  tsj 
other  known  or  recorded,  llie  smallpoi  siocjA- 
ed.  It  had  broken  oat  in  Asia,  and,  after  Etio- 
lating some  of  its  fairest  portions,  peodnttd 
the  northern  part  of  Europe,  and,  swcqiiig 
over  a  great  part  of  that  continent,  readMutlw 
Britj^  channel.  It  passed  over  the  British 
fsles,  vriiere  it  raged  but  with  mitigalad  ma- 
itj.  We  had  hoped — vainly,  it  seems,  boiitd 
—that  the  wide  expanse  of  the  AtlantioOcMa 
would  have  been  a  protecting  barrier  tguiM 
Its  rovages,  in  oor  far  distant  land.  But  it  hu 
been  introduced  iuto  Amerioa ;  end,  if  it  hu 
not  actnally  entered  onr  tfirritory,  it  now  haugi 
on  our  borders  in  its  most  frightfd  form. 

The  prioress  of  the  eitraordinar;  sowrpH 
sometimes  marked  by  apparent  caprice.  It 
will  approach  a  city  or  district  of  eoontry,  ^^ 
connoitriDg  it,  as  it  were,  with  a  military  tr«, 
suddenly  fly  off  to  a  distance,  leaving  tb«  in- 
habitants rejoicing  in  their  esc^ie,  and  it  will 
then  unexpectedly  return,  and  pursue  its  «csk 
of  death.  It  att^ka,  too,  its  victima  in  nriow 
ways,  despatching  some  in  a  few  honta,  wliikt. 
in  regard  to  others,  their  eicmttatins  loitnret 
are  prolonged  a  much  greater  length  of  timt 
Hitherto,  the  skill  of  medical  science,  Iit>^ 
and  enlightened  as  it  now  is,  has  been  iltt- 
gether  incompetent  to  provide  a  snre  and  effec- 
tive remed;^. 

'  A  single  word,  Mr.  President,  as  to  niyaitf< 
I  am  a  member  of  no  religions  sect  I  sm  not 
a  professor  of  religion.  I  regret  tliat  I  *m  sot. 
I  wish  that  I  was,  and  I  tmat  I  riiall  be.  Bot 
I  have,  and  always  have  had,  a  profbond  re- 

lect  for  Christianity,  the  religion  of  my  f»- 

lers,  and  for  its  rites,  its  usages,  and  its  "  W*- 
ances.  Among  these,  that  which  is  proposed 
in  the  resolution  before  yon  has  always  com- 
manded the  respect  of  the  good  and  devout: 
and  I  hope  it  will  obtain  the  concnrreace  oi 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Frkunohutskii  aaid,  as  it  was  to  be  in- 
ferred, from  the  call  jost  msde  for  the  yeas  »nd 
nays,  that  this  resolntion  would  be  oppossd.  be 
beg^d  leave  to  refer  ^e  attention  at  the  S«- 
ate  more  particularly  to  the  example  <J  &» 
Congress  in  1813.  A  day  of  humtliaiion,  6»- 
ing,  and  prayer,  was  then  reoommeaded  by  s 
J(£it  reeolnljtm  of  the  Senate  and  Boose  ct 
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9,  beoaoM  of  the  var  with  Qreat 
BriUin  in  which  the  ooDDtr;  wis  at  that  time 
inTolved.  It  was  reoarded  as  one  of  those  Bea- 
Eoai  of  public  calaimtj  !□  which  it  became  a 
wLole  people  to  acknowledge  their  dependence, 
and  bomble  themaelTea  before  God.  So  far  as 
I  eao  learo,  from  the  Journals  of  that  da/,  SMd 
Ur.  F.,  the  raoolntioo.  was  adopted  without  op- 
poatioo.  Now,  dr,  if  a  state  of  war,  in  which 
we  had,  by  volontarj  declaration,  engaged,  was 
1  fit  occasion  to  call  forth  public  expressions  of 
Imiiiiliatioa  for  our  sinL^  and  to  invoke  the 
mereifnl  providence  of  God,  how  mach  more 
spproprislelj  does  it  become  as  thus  to  feel 
ud  act,  on  the  approach  of  a.  pestilence  that, 
ia  its  ravages  over  the  Old  World,  has  swept 
msaj  milllona  of  our  fellow-men  into  eternity ; 
lod  which,  in  iU  ebaracter  and  progress 
(hrapgh  the  earth,  seems  so  emphaticallj  to  be 
the  innroment  of  Divine  Provideace,  beyond 
the  mSoeace  sad  control  of  second  cansee,  and 
eapeciallj  selected  to  aecompliali  His  purposes, 
sad  to  go  and  coins  at  His  biding. 

I  hop&  sir,  that  Uie  present  resoln^|ft  may 
meet  with  no  eerioos  opposition.  It  sorely  be- 
eomea  as  to  acknowledge  our  dependence,  and 
to  implore  the  interposition  of  God's  mercy  in 
this  season  of  alarm.  The  constitution  can  pre- 
Mnt  QO  obstacle,  for  it  is  not  an  exercise  of 
policical  power.  It  is  Ear  beyond  the  range  of 
politioa.  It  is  an  act  of  piety  to  Qod,  becom- 
iitg  the  whole  nation ;  in  which  rulers  and  peo- 
ple are  invited  and  advised  to  bow  togetlier  be- 
lief His  throne  of  Grace,  anJd  there,  feeling 
ounelvea  to  be  in  like  need,  to  unite  In  one 
coramon  suppUcation  to  Him,  who  baa  the  is- 
tati  of  life  and  death,  that  He  would  be  pleased 
te  ipaie  Ds  in  the  day  of  His  righteoaa  Jndg- 
■dmL  I  troet,  ur,  that  this  motion  will  receive 
the  tame  decided  countenance  that  was  accord- 
ed U  ■  Nmilar  measure  in  the  late  war,  and  on 
nuQy  occasions  daring  the  war  of  the  revolu- 

Kr.  Tazbwkix  said  he  had  bat  a  sin^e  word 
to  stale  in  explanaUou  of  his  vote  for  withbold- 
iog  his  assent  to  Qie  resolution.  In  his  opinion, 
Congresi  tiad  no  more  power  to  recommend  by 
joiat  reeolntioD  tliap  to  enact  by  law,  any  mat- 
Ur  oc  thing  concerning  any  religions  matter  or 
light  whatsooTer.  He  oooid  not,  let  the  pree- 
nn  of  the  case  be  what  it  might,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  oath  which  bound  him  here,  give  his 
vote  to  SDBtun  this  principle. 

Be  had  another  argoment  to  support  his  op- 
position.   Ho  did  not  concur  in  the  opinioo 


1  by  gent 
Dot  yet  made  ite  appearance  in  oar  country, 
ud  there  seemed  to  nim  to  be  strong  reaBons 
v>  believe  it  will  not  reach  us,  except  in  the 
ptrsoDB  of  those  unfortuoate  people  who  bring 
II  vith  them  &om  a  distaot  conutry.  It  would 
probably  rage,  and  prove  extensively  fatal 
among  emigrante,  being  a  disease  which  was 
engendered  by  the  Slth  whiob  9tt«ads  squalid 


poverty;  and,  until  our  NtnatJon  shall  be  so 
changed  as  to  reduce  us  to  similar  poverty, 
there  was  no  reason  to  few  it 

Entertaiaing  these  opidons,  he  had  no  desire 
to  sanction  any  act  the  tendency  of  which 
would  be  to  odd  to  the  existing  excitement  on 
the  subject,  interrupting  the  ordinary  course  of 
bosiness,  and  throwing  every  thing  mto  a  state 
of  confusion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Tua.— HeHTi.  Bell,  CbamlKirs,  Clay,   Clayton, 


Eaoe,  Emght,  Uaruy,  Ifauduii.  Preutiaa,  Bobbins, 
Bobiuson,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Bprague,  Tip- 
ton, TomliDSOn,  Waggaoian,  Webster,  Wilkios — BO. 
Nats.— Messrs.    Benton,   Brovn,   Ellis,   Bsyne, 


Pvblie  Zandt — Diitribution, 
The  Senate  then  resnmed  Uie  bill  to  appro- 
priate, for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the 
Sublio  lands — the  qnestjon  being  on  the  motion 
ir  indefinite  postponement. 
Mr.EwiNosud:  The  public  lands  are  derived 
from  vorione  sources ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to 
examine  them  separately,  as  bothreporta  agree  in 
this,  that  they  are  all  the  property  of  the  United 
Btat«s,  and  ^1  subject  to  the  same  obligationa. 
Whatever,  therefore,  is  true  of  any  one  large 
division  of  that  territory,  will  be  admitted  as 
true  of  all.  I  wi]l  test  Uie  question  by  an  ex- 
amination of  oar  rights  and  antics  with  regard 
to  the  land  lying  In  the  old  territory  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  right  of  Uie  Union  to 
this  extensive  tract  of  land  originates  in  a  grant 
from  the  State  of  Vir^nia,  which,  among  other 
things,  provides  "that  all  the  lands  wit£iD  the 
territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not 
reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the 
aforementioned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in 
boonties  to  llie  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Amerioan  army,  shall  be  considered  a  common 
fond  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become, 
members  of  tlie  confederation  or  federal  al- 
liance of  tiie  States,  Vir|[inia  inclusive,  accord- 
ing to  their  asaa)  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  ahall  be 
faithfully  and  iojia^dii  diaposed  of  for  that  pur- 
poae,  and  for  no 'other  ose  or  purpose  wnat- 

This  grant,  sir,  which,  being  accepted,  be- 
came a  compact,  was  made  to  the  old  confed- 
eration of  States  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
constitntion,  but  is  asaomed  by  the  first  section 
of  the  sixth  article  of  the  constitution,  which 
provides  that  "all  debts  contracted,  and  en- 
gagements entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of 
this  constitution,  shall  be  valid  against  the 
United  States,  under  this  constitution,  as  under 
the  confederation." 

This  land,  then,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  b 
mode  a  fund  for  the  use  of  all  the  States.    The 
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tJoitod  States  U  the  tiUBtee  for  tha  common 
benefit ;  and,  as  sncb,  is  especiallj  enjoioed  to 
"  dispoBe  of  it  faitifnlly  and  bona  fiU  "  "  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  do  other  pmrpoM  what- 

At  the  time  of  the  grant,  the  States  were 
debt«d  to  s  large  amoiint ;  bnt  no  pledge  is  made 
of  the  land  for  the  psTment  of  the  debt.  An 
Bpjiropriatioo  to  that  use  comes  within  the 
niirit  of  the  tmat.  A  literal  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  trust  wonld  have  required  at 
all  times  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds.  It  was  never  apeciallj 
pledged  for  the  purposes  of  revenue.  ITie  pro- 
ceeds, however,  maj  be  fkirl;  applied  ia  pur- 
poses of  revenue,  because,  applied  in  that  waj. 
It  is  in  effect  applied  equallj  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  States.  But  neither  revenue  nor  •'"■ 
payment  of  the  pnblio  debt  can  be  for  a 
ment  claimed  as  die  sole  or  leading  object  of 
the  grant.  If  the  debt  were  paid,  and  no  rev- 
enue required  for  the  purposes  of  Government, 
the  obligation  on  the  Union  to  execute  the 
trust  wonld  stiil  remain  perfect.  We  must 
bona  fdt  dispose  of  it  for  tne  benefit  of  all  the 
States,  "  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever." 

Now,  sir,  if  the  trust  be  not  dependent  upon 
the  wants  of  the  General  Government,  if  that 
do  not  appear  olearlj  te  have  been  the  object 
of  the  grant,  and  that  from  a  fur  interpretation 
of  the  instrument  itself,  those  wants  cannot  at 
all  influence  ns  in  the  disposition  of  the  trust 
ostete  "  hona  fidt "  for  the  otyacts  of  that  trust 
aotnall;  expressed. 

In  this  first  partionlar  in  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  have  pa^dd  their  "de- 
d^ve  condemnation "  upon  the  bill  from  the 
Committee  on  Uannfacturee,  the  condemning 
committee  have  fallen  inte  an  error,  very  gross 
and  palpable,  and  indeed  somewhat  extraordi- 
nary,  considering  the  relation  in  which  the; 
stand  to  this  subject  generally,  and  more  espe- 
cially the  attitude  which  they  voluntarily  as- 
sumed toward  another  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  second  partionlar  in  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  finds  "this  bill  to  be  er- 
roneous," is  "  because  it  changes  the  oharODter 
of  the  retationahip  (and  that  most  injuriously 
to  the  new  Stetes)  between  those  States  and 
the  Federal  Government,  substituting  su  indi- 
vidual, pecuniary  Stete  interest  in  the  soil, 
instead  of  a  general  congressional  snperintcnd- 
enoe  over  its  disposition,  end  leaving  the  power 
of  legislation  over  the  soil  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  are  to  divide  the  money  they  can  make 

Sir,  is  this,  o: 
in  law )  Does 
propose  to  change,  at  all  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  new  States  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and,  if  so,  wherein!  The  lands  are  now 
sold  by  the  General  Government,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds applied  te  the  use  of  the  States,  in  the 
payment  of  their  joint  debts.  The  bill  pro- 
poses to  aell  the  lands  in  the  same  manner,  and 


by  the  same  anthority,  and,  tiie  debt  being 
paid,  to  hand  over  the  money  directly  to  ili« 


posed  in  relationship,  manigement,  o 

The  bill  gives  no  Stete  any  power  of  l^Ution 

over  the  soil  which  it  does  not  now  poascK 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  second  error  in  prinin- 
ple  which  the  honiirable  chairman  of  the  Coid- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  has  detected  in  tliis 
bill. 

The  report  proceeds  to  say  that  "thedetiili 
of  the  bill  are  obviously  erroneous,  hteeax 
they  make  no  distinction  in  the  rateofdlslri- 
bution  between  Sutes  which  did,  or  did  nut, 
cede  vacant  lands  to  the  General  GoTenunent.'' 

In  answer  to  this.  Task  the  Senate  to  rtfer 
once  more  t*  the  same  clause  in  the  deed  uf 
cession  creating  the  trust.  "  The  land,"  up 
the  grantor,  "  shall  be  a  common  fund  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  Dnited  %aixi  u 
have  become,  or  shall  become,  memtiers  of  ihe 
confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  Slit», 
.Vifgiq^  inclusive,  according  to  their  csnal  re- 
spective proportions  in  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure ; "  and  if,  tar,  we  bold  that  mtiuDi 
are  bonnd  by  the  rules  of  morality  and  jnain, 
if  the  futh  of  contracts  is  to  be  at  all  r^ird«d 
by  them,  then  is  the  report  of  my  bononllt 
friend  right  and  jnst  in  the  p<rinl  in  wbieh  it  a 
here  assailed,  and  the  chairman  of  the  reviti- 


which  he  assures  us  he  entered  upon  this  Idtc^ 
tigation,  and  the  extent  of  knowledge  to  whicli 
he  lays  claim  upon  this  subject. 

The  third  particular  in  which  the  ebaimm! 
of  the  reviewing  committee  finds  the  bill  to  tx 
erroneous,  is  this :  that  it  mokes  no  ditdDClios 
between  States  "  which  have  or  have  not  re- 
ceived grants  of  land  or  appropri^ona  of 
money  for  internal  improvement." 

If  this  clause  in  the  report  were  in  itself  il 
all  ambiguous,  the  exposition  of  the  cb^nnu 
of  the  committee  who  reported  it  wonld  re- 
move the  donbt.  It  refers  specially  to  the 
grant  made  by  Congress  to  Ohio  to  aio  ia  lti« 
construction  of  her  grand  canal ;  and  the  prin- 
cipto  embodied  in  &e  objection  goes  to  ibis 
that  the  value  of  that  grant  ought  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  share  of  that  State  he(bre  (be 
receives  ber  dividend.  I  shall  ofifer  a  few  ^- 
gestions  on  this  point,  and  then  6«ely  sibniit 
to  any  unprejudiced  mind  the  justice  of  tbu 
proposition. 

Sir,  when  this  grant  of  600,000  acres  of  lud 
was  made  to  the  Stete  of  Ohio,  U  aid  in  tbe 
construction  of  her  grand  canal,  that  great 
work,  highly  national  in  its  character,  one  in 
which  afl  portions  of  the  Union  were  and  sre 
interested,  had  been  commenced,  and  was  ad- 
vanced to  that  stage  of  forwardness  which  ren- 
dered ite  completion  certdn.  The  Stale  wbich 
had  undertaken  it  was  in  her  infanrr — i  new 
oommnuity — and,  thongh  rid  in  ber  fertile 
fields;  and  hardy,  indostriono,  and  anterprianf 
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ptople,  s&e   was   without   that    aocumDlatod 

wedth  which  haa  enabled  otber  States  and*iia- 
tioDS  to  achieve  like  enterprises.  To  effect  the 
object,  a  resort  to  Iosqb  was  neceasarj,  for  the 
pajmeot  of  which  the  real  estate,  the  land  of 
her  cidzeoa,  was  the  principal  pledge:  the 
monej  necessary  to  keep  down  the  intAtest 
wt»  and  is  raised  chiefly  by  a  tai  od  land;  and 
the  farmer,  who  hore  the  burden,  was  to  be 
Lcdemoifled  by  tbe  Increased  valae  which  the 
work,  when  completed,  would  give  to  hia  land. 
The  land  within  the  8tat«  amoimts  to  abont 
tirenlj-fiTe  miUiona  of  acres ;  and  of  this  nearly 
Kven  millions  (more  than  one-fi>arth  of  the 
whole)  belonged  to  the  United  States.  The 
Uad  of  the  United  States  was  freed  from  Stala 
tuation,  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  Govern- 
meat,  by  a  special  compact;  bnt  the  spirit  of 
this  campaot  did  not  extend  to  an  eztraordi- 
Mry  expenditure  like  thia,  the  tendency  of 
wliich  is  at  once  greatly  to  enhance  the  value 
of  the  sabject.  The  United  States,  therefore, 
u  a  landholder,  onght,  (it  was  believed,)  in 
justice,  to  bear  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the 
coramon  burden  incnrred  for  the  common  ben- 
efit of  landholders  in  that  State.  In  her  ca- 
pKity  of  landed  proprietor,  the  United  States 
was  interested  to  About  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
■mODnt  of  the  expenditure ;  tbe  donation  which 
ihe  finally  made  amounted  to  much  less  than 
one-eighth  of  that  amotint.  In  this  single  point 
of  view,  therefore,  the  Onited  States  did  noth- 
ie;  more  than  Justice  to  Ohio ;  and  it  would 
now  be  both  angeneroos  and  nnjnst  to  charge 
this  donation  (so  called)  upon  the  distributive 
EhtreofthstSUte. 

Sir,  there  is  yet  a  further  benefit  resulting  to 
tbe  United  Statea,  as  a  land  proprietor,  from 
the  Ohio  Canal,  the  contribution  to  which  is  so 
mncb  grudged  by  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  The  vast 
bulk  of  the  national  domain  lies  upon  the  Upper 
ITisBissippi  and  Miffionri,  and  their  branches; 
this  canal  connects  the  navigable  waters  of 
those  rivers  with  the  Northern  lakes,  and 
through  them  with  the  Northern  ports  on  the 
Atlantic,  opening  new  and  important  facilities 
to  emigration,  and  giving  a  new  and  steady 
marlut  to  the  products  of  that  TBst  region. 
that  it  thus  advances  the  sales  and  increases 
the  Tslue  of  all  this  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
is  anqncstionable ;  the  extent  and  value  of  this 
mcTQue  are  beyond  computation. 

Bat,  air,  in  making  this  donation,  Oongreas 
did  not  place  it  solely  upon  the  ground  to 
vbicb  I  have  adverted,  nor  did  they  profess  to 
give  this  laud  as  a  gratuity.  They  looked,  as 
they  ought,  to  the  probable  wants  of  our  whole 
country;  and,  in  case  of  a  foreign  war  with  a 
p<>werfDl  maritime  nation,  they  could  not 
doubt,  nor  could  any  man  now  doubt,  that  the 
free  use  of  the  can^,  which  is  reserved  to  the 
Caiuu  as  a  condition  of  this  grant,  may  more 
tiisn  repay,  in  a  single  year,  the  whole  value 
Dfthe  grant  itself. 

Bat,  sir,  on  what  ground  is  thia  question 
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ftaced  by  the  chdrman  of  the  Committee  on 
ublio  I^nds  t  Doea  he  repudiate  this  bill  be- 
cause it  gives  to  the  States  in  which  tbe  pnblio 
lands  lie,  ten  per  cent  on  tbe  amount  of  the 
aales  within  tneir  limits t  No,  sir;  he  holds 
this  bonus  too  small,  and  proposes  to  amend 
the  bill  by  raisinK  it  to  fifteen  per  cent.  Now, 
on  what  principle  is  thia  proposed?  Surely, 
because  the  new  States  are  eutitied,  for  the 
purposes  of  improvement,  to  the  amount  of  fif- 
teen per  cent  on  their  sales,  and  that  it  is  an 
act  01  justice,  or  at  least,  justifiable  liberality, 
to  give  it  them.  But  if  it  be  juat  and  proper  to 
give  to  these  States  that  per  centum  on  the 
sales  within  their  limits  at  this  time,  it  haa 
always  been  so :  for  the  tennre  in  those  lands, 
and  the  relation  of  the  Government  and  of  the 
States  toward  tbem,  has  never  ohanged,  and 
the  principles  of  right  and  Jaatiee  are  immuta- 
ble. It  would,  therefore,  have  been  right  to 
give,  in  donations  of  land  or  money,  fifteen  per 
cent,  of  all  tbe  sales  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
to  that  State,  to  aid  her  in  the  oonstruotion  of 
works  of  internal  improvement ;  and  a  donation 
(if  it  be  purely  aucu]  which  does  not  extend 
beyond  that  aum,  should  not,  upon  the  prinoi- 
ples  of  the  proposed  amendment,  be  held  up  as 
a  charge  against  the  State.  Now,  exclusive 
of  the  debts  of  tbe  Union,  which  have  been 
paid  by  the  lands  in  Ohio  in  bounties,  there 
nas  been  octuolly  received  into  the  Treasnry, 
from  the  sale  of  lands  within  that  State,  about 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars ;  tbe  proposed  per 
centum  on  which  would  amount  to  two  million 
five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which 
Ohio  ought  to  have  received,  aceording  to  the 
honorable  chairman's  own  showing,  instead  of 
the  five  hundred  thoasand  acres  of  land  with 
which  he  proposes  to  charge  her. 

Sir,  I  will  pursue  this  branch  of  the  inquiry 
no  fnither ;  but  I  cannot  forbear  the  remark, 
that  it  struck  me  as  singular,  indeed,  that  an 
objection  of  this  kind  cocdd  ever  have  found  a 
place  in  the  report  of  a  committee  of  this  tiody, 
whose  only  object  wos  the  search  of  truth  and 
the  exposure  of  error,  and  who  advanced  to 
the  inquiry,  as  they  doubtless  did,  withont  prq- 
udice  or  partiality  towards  any  State  or  any 
individnol. 

The  fourth  objection  to  the  details  of  the  bill 
is,  that  it  makes  no  distinction  "  between  those 
(States)  which  have  or  have  not  a  black  popu- 
lation to  be  colonized  in  Africa."  This  aopeara 
on  tbe  first  page  of  the  report,  groupea  with 
the  two  which  I  have  last  examined ;  and  if  it 
mean  any  thing,  I  understand  it,  in  effect,  to 
affirm  that  those  States  which  have  a  black 
population  to  be  colonized  in  Africa,  ought  to 
have  a  larger  dividend  in  proportion  to  their 
population,  than  those  which  have  none;  and 
that  this  bill  is  "  obviously  erroneous,"  because 
it  does  not  give  tbem  more.  The  reasons 
which  I  have  urged,  in  answer  to  the  first  of 
the  three  exceptions  to  the  details  of  the  bill, 
are  alike  decisive  as  to  this.  It  wonld  have 
been  a  violation  of  the  trust  reposed  ia  the 
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UDited  Stat«B  by  the  deed  of  cession,  to  li&ve 
made  the  diatinctioD  here  clamed  in  behalf  of 
the  alavehoIdinK  States.  Ko  nUe  et&teamao,  no 
JQst  nuD,  oonla  recommend  it ;  and  mrelj  if 
this  claoee  in  the  grant  had  not  wholly  escaped 
the  reoollection  of  the  cbainnaQ  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Pnblio  Lands,  he  conld  never  have 
Berionslj  nrged  its  omission  as  an  ol^ectton  to 
the  bill. 

Bnt,  HT,  permit  me  to  call  your  attention, 
for  one  moment,  to  the  oonaistency  of  the  re- 
port of  the  rerieiring  committee.  On  page  1, 
thej  say  that  the  bill  is  "obvionaly  erroneons," 
because  it  mokes  no  distinction  between  those 
States  which  have,  and  those  which  h&ve  not, 
a  black  popnlation  to  be  coloniied  in  Africa. 
On  page  18,  thej  deliver  a  grave  and  monitory 
lecture  on  the  snbjeot  of  colonization,  declare 
it  a  delicate  qaeation  for  Congress  to  tonch,  and 
add,  that  "  the  harmony  of  the  States,  and  the 
durability  of  the  confederacy,  interdict  the 
leeislation  of  the  Federal  Legislatore  on  the 
sUDJect."  Now  theee  two  olansea  make  rather 
an  odd  appearance  when  placed  in  Jnxtaposi- 
tioa  with  each  other,  eapociallj  in  a  moat  can- 
did report,  the  sole  object  of  which  is  the  de- 
tection and  correction  of  great  and  dangeroos 
errors.  Bnt,  so  skilful  is  the  honorable  Bea- 
ator  who  presented  this  report  in  the  detection 
of  errors,  that  he  can  6iia  them  everywhere, 
on  every  aide  of  every  proposition ;  and  snch 
tlie  subtlety  of  bis  logic,  tbat  be  con  expose 
them,  too,  diongh  they  Inrk  miseen  by  an  ordi- 
nary vision ;    go  where  yon  will,  reason  m 

1  may,  there  is  no  escapi      ■" '       —     "  - 

's  logical  knigbt-errant. 
On  ettbec  ride  be  can  dispnte, 
Confate,  cbange  ddei,  kod  nM  conhtte. 

On  the  second  page  of  their  report,  the  Be- 


honorable  Mend  from  Kentncky,  and  find  it, 
also,  very  erroneous.  Instead  of  being  in  debt 
ten  millions,  or  upwards,  they  show  that  it  has 
overpaid,  by  many  millions,  all  costa  and 
charges,  leaving  on  hand  many  bandied  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land  undispoaed  of  But,  at 
page  0,  they  tell  ns  that  "the  admiaistration 
of  the  public  lands  is  an  expensive  branch,  and 
an  unprofitable  source  of  revenue ;  and  a  cessa- 
tioa  from  the  agency,  and  a  release  fkim  the 
expense,  would  form  a  respectable  item  in  the 
plan  of  retrenchment,"  &c.  Thoa,  in  one  place, 
the  land  has  yielded  a  fund  much  larger  than 
represented  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ; 
in  another,  it  yields  much  less,  and  is,  in  truth, 
on  expense  and  burden  to  the  Government. 
.  Sir,  the  state  of  facts  in  the  hands  of  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  changes,  with  admirable  facility,  to  suit 
the  argument  which  it  i^  used  to  overthrow  or 
advance. 

Bnt  time  presses,  and  I  can  give  bnt  a  pass- 
ing notice  to  the  many  matters  touched  upon 
in  this  report.    In  that  presented  by  the  hon- 


orable Senator  from  Eentuck;,  l^i9  ssid  thai 
th(f  present  land  system  has  been  long  thtd, 
and  that  it  worts  well ;  Mid  the  rapid  incresK 
of  population  in  the  Western  Btat<«,  etpeci^j 
in  Ohio,  the  eldest  of  those  States,  and  the  one 
in  which  the  experiment  has  been  the  most 
fnll^  tried,  is  [>resent«d  as  an  eMjnple.  In  this 
position,  and  in  the  illustration  also,  the  Re- 
viewing Committee  det«ct  other  sod  fortbtr 
errors.  "The  trnth  is,  (say  they,  pig«  li,) 
Ohio  owea  at  least  two-thii^s  of  her  pmrat 
greatness  to  settlements  on  Virginia  militt7 
bounties,  on  lands  sold  before  the  adoption  of 
the  present  system,  at  the  easy  rote  of  siitj- 
six  and  two-third  cents  per  acre,  payable  in 
revolutionary  certificates ;  on  the  We?Iem  re- 
serve, sold  by  Connecticut  to  individuih,  *t  s 
few  cents  per  acre ;  on  donations  to  srtUci^  to 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canadian  refbgeeti,  aod  foi 
schools  and  other  pnrposea ;  and  on  the  pnbUe 
lands,  where  a  multitude  of  poor  people  tre 
seated  withont  tlties." 

Sir,  to  examine  specially,  and  assign  its  true 
merit  to  tliis  long  array  of  causes  on  whieb  HAi 
report  rests  the  "present  greatness"  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  would  occupy  more  time  than  I 
wish  to  devote  to  it,  and  much  more  thto  yom 
patience  would  allow.  Some  'leading  item!  onlj 
will  I  notice.  And,  first,  the  yirginia  miliMrr 
bounties.  Thdr  location  in  the  State  of  Obie 
is  assigned  as  one  of  the  ereot  causes  of  lier 
prosperity  ;  or,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  Public  Lands,  if  that  tract  of  connCiy 
had  been  surveyed  and  sold  by  the  Uniltd 
Stetes,  the  settiement  of  the  Stete  would  htn 
been  Uierehy  retarded ;  or,  in  other  words,  tliii 
tract  of  country  would  not  have  been  as  well 
peopled  as  it  now  is.  Their  position  tatit  be 
true  to  thb  extent,  or  the  argument  of  llie  Be- 
viewing  Committee  is  fallacious.  Bnt  how  is 
the  act  ? 

It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  the  officers  and  mI- 
diers  of  Virginio,  the  recipients  of  this  bonnl,'. 
have  settled  on  the  loud  set  off  to  tbem,  iM 
thus  peopled  the  country ;  this  has  not  ocenm4 
in  one  case  in  a  thousand.  That  they  sold  their 
warrants  at  a  cheap  rate,  is  tme ;  but  the  nar- 
chasers  Were  not  tbe  actual  settlers  and  tillen 
of  the  soil.  The  proprietor  of  warrwts  soU 
to  speculators  before  or  after  location — sugl* 
individuals,  purchasing  several  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  acres,  and  selling  again  it  nte; 
seldom  below,  and  often  much  above,  tbe  min- 
imum price  of  the  public  lands ;  conseqwDtlj' 
the  settlement  of  that  portion  of  the  coonuy 
was  much  retarded,  and  lingered  far  behind 
that  of  the  adjacent  lands  of  a  good  quality  c^ 
of  tbe  Scioto  or  west  of  tbe  Little  Miami  Ris- 
ers. But  there  were  other  canses  besides  merel.T 
price,  which  delayed  the  settlement  of  the  ^  ir- 
ginia  military  district.  It  often  happened  tbsi 
choice  tracta  of  land,  inriting  to  tie  fiimxr, 
could  not  be  purchosoa  upon  any  terms.  Some- 
times it  belonged  to  infant  heirs;  or  w« di- 
vided, in  the  course  of  desoeota,  into  minute 
portions,  tho  property  of  peisrau  separated 
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bom  Mob  oUier,  and  ignorant  of  their  rights ; 
and  diDB  was,  in  eCfeot,  shut  out  &om  sale,  and 
consequently  from  wttlement.  And,  more- 
orer,  cases  of  defective  titles,  oonsequent  upon 
interfering  claima,  as  irell  as  the  state  of  things 
(o  which  I  have  Jnst  referred,  fbrmed  a  most 
■erions  obHtacI«  U>  the  sale  and  settlement  of 
those  lands.  These  are  among  the  canses  which 
prodnDcd  a  weli-knowu  effect;  that  part  of 
Ohio  did,  in  fact,  settle  less  rapidlj  than  the 
liadson  either  side  of  it  of  like  qn^t/,  which 
wai  sold  hy  the  Govemmeot.  80  far,  thwe- 
fore,  from  owing  her  greatness  to  that  circam- 
daiKo,  Ohio  has  been  retarded  In  her  advance- 
ment by  the  location  of  those  lands  within  her 
bordai^ 

The  next  cironmstaace,  which,  according  to 
tbi*  report,  aided  to  achieve  the  greatness  of 
Ohio,  was  the  sale  of  lands  "  before  the  adop- 
tioa  of  the  present  system,  at  the  easy  rate  of 
^y.siz  ana  two-thinl  cents  per  acre,  payable 
in  cartjficates." 

I  mutt  here  take  leave,  once  more,  to  call  the 
sttentioD  of  the  Senate  to  the  consistency  of 
the  Ekts  and  opiiuons  advanced  by  the  Oom- 
miltee  on  Pablio  Lands,  as  presented  in  this 
report.  They  give  us  the  vatne  of  the  public 
luidi  m  the  several  new  States  and  Territories, 
in  the  gross,  and  average  them  at  between 
tventj  and  fUty  centa  per  acre ;  even  the  fine 
liods  in  niinois,  than  which  the  world  affords 
none  better,  woold  range,  as  they  have  it,  be- 
low fitt;  cents,  and  this,  too,  land  which  is  bor- 
derinK  on  flourishing  settlements,  and  is  snr- 
T«jed  and  ready  for  market.  Bat  companies 
who  formed  the  first  settlements  in  Ohio  pnr' 
chsBcd  at  the  easy  rate  of  siity-ur  and  two- 
third  cents  per  acre. 

Sir,  lo  enable  tbe  Senate  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  joatncss  of  this  comporisoD,  and  the  oon- 
Kqnent  correctness  of  the  report  in  this  par- 
ticBiar,  I  most  call  yonr  attention  for  a  moment 
to  the  actaal  state  of  the  oonntr;  at  tbe  time 
the  two  htfge  parchases  referred  to  were  made. 
That  I  may  consume  as  little  of  yonr  time  as 
possible,  I  will  refer  apecioUj  to  bat  one,  and 
that  the  larger,  and,  by  a  short  time,  the  earlier 
porthues;  but  ell  that  I  may  say  of  one  is, 
•obitantially,  applicable  to  both,  except  that 
the  Uiami  parotiase  covered  a  rich  tract  of 
coontry,  whue  that  of  the  Ohio  Company  was 
unfortnaatety  fixed  npon  a  less  fertile  spot. 

The  Ohio  Company  effected  tbeir  purchase 
in  tbe  summer  of  1737.  At  this  time  we  were 
yet  recent  from  the  war  with  England  which 
pve  ns  independence.  Her  troops  and  garri- 
tooswere  not  withdrawn  from  our  territories; 
•lie  itill  held  possession  of  Detroit,  and  some 
mall  forts  on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
bj  means  of  which,  and  her  traders,  she  held 
rentrnl  over  the  Indiansj  and  incited  them  to 
bunilities.  On  the  one  side  our  frontier  settle- 
Bients  had  poshed  westward  as  far  as  Fort  Pitt 
tnd  Wheeling,  hut  it  was  in  weak  and  scattered 
dstsohments,  constantly  menaced  with  Indian 
msMtore,  and  venturing  bnt  a  little  way  from 


the  forts  by  which  they  were  protected.  Ko 
wheeled  carriage  had  then,  I  believe,  ever 
crossed,  or  could  cross,  the  Alleghany  monn- 
tain;  the  families  and  the  hoasehold  goods  of 
the  emigrants,  and  all  the  comforts,  and  evea 
necessaries  of  life,  which  they  did  not  whoUy 
forego,  and  which  their  woods  and  fields  did 
not  nirnisb,  were  transported  on  horseback 
fVom  Ohambersburg  and  Fort  Cumberland ; 
and  there  are  spots  in  the  gorges  of  the  moun- 
tain, the  names  of  which  attest  that  even  this 
difficult  and  adventurous  traffic  was  not  carried 
on  in  safety.  Such  was,  briefly,  the  sitnation 
of  the  conntrj  when  the  Ohio  Company  pur- 
chased of  tlie  United  States  1,600,000  acres  of 
land,  in  a  ain^e  -body,  one  hundred  miles  be- 
yond tbe  farthest  outposts  of  our  settlement^ 
in  a  hilly  and  comparatively  barren  region, 
and  themselves,  by  their  compact,  bound,  not 
only  to  survey  their  own  lands,  but  one-twelfth 
part  of  the  whole,  which  was  reserved  by  Con- 
gress, in  the  centre  of  each  towiuhip,  for  their 
own  fiiture  sale.  This  purchase,  at  tbe  time, 
and  nnder  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned, 
was  made,  say  the  Reviewing  Committee,  "  at 
the  easy  rate  of  sirty-aix  and  two-third  cents 
the  acre,"  while,  in  the  next  pase  of  their  re- 
port, they  show,  or  attempt  to  show,  that  the 
average  value  of  lands  in  the  best  and  most 
rapidly  popnlating  districts  of  country  in  the 
Union  are  now  worth  less  than  fifty  cents  per 
acre.  No  one,  I  think,  will  longer  wonder 
that  the  bill  reported  by  my  honorable  friend 
fVom  Kentucky  has  received  the  decisive  con- 
demnation of  this  committee.  For,  sir,  tliough 
the  gentlemen  composing  its  m^ority  did, 
doubtlesB,  give  the  sul^eot  of  the  public  lands 
the  singular  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Hannfoctures,  for  sound  reasons,  and  from  the 

Cest  motives,  without  any  parpose  of  inrolv- 
any  individual  in  difficulty  or  embarrass- 
ment; and  although  the  second  reference  to 
themselves  of  the  subject  which  they  had  be- 
fore thus  strangely,  and  which  had  been  ex- 
amined thus  ably,  was,  doubtless,  done  from  a 
high  sense  of  public  duty  alone ;  and  althon^ 
doubtless,  as  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Reviewing  Committee  observed,  he  has  done 
nothing  more  than  to  correct  (what  speared 
to  him)  palpable  errors,  in  fact  and  argument, 
in  the  report  of  the  first  committee,  and  this, 
too,  in  no  unfriendly  spirit ;  yet,  the  ettraordl- 
naij  faculty  which  he  possesses  of  marshalling 
his  facts,  the  discipline  which  he  has  taught 
them,  BO  that,  at  his  bidding,  they  will  face 
either  way,  and  overwhelm  a  proposition  which 
he  may  be  disposed  to  prove  wrong ;  and  his 
principle  of  comparison,  as  evinced  in  the  in- 
stance to  which  I  have  last  referred,  so  differ- 
ent fW>m  that  of  other  men,  and  so  wholly  in- 
scrntable  to  an  every-day  intellect ;  would  lead 
us,  on  the  whole,  to  conclude  that  no  view 
which  could  have  been  taken  of  this  sulyect  by 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  unless  uded 
by  inspiration,  could  have  met  any  thing  leas 
than  his  "  deoieive  condemnation." 
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Str,  I  canooC  p&rt  with  this  subject  without 
ujing  BomethiiiK  of  the  project  reported  by 
mr  honorable  niend  from  Eentockr,  sod 
which  is  embodied  in  this  biU.  He  propoHos 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  eever^  States,  to  be  by  tbem 
applied  to  iatemal  improvement  \  the  payment 
<^  debts  coDtrsoted  for  internal  improvemeDt: 
the  oolonization  of  ft'ee  people  of  color,  and 
edccation;  objects  national  in  their  charaotei 
and  dear  to  all  who  value  the  prosperitj  of  on 
oonntry,  and  the  improvement  and  happiness 
of  the  hnman  race.  Doubts,  it  is  trne,  have 
been  soggestad,  of  the  oonBtitntionality  of  the 
measare,  but  I  hnmbly  oonoeive,  when  exam- 
ined, those  doubts  will  be  dieeipated. 

All  the  lands  of  the  United  Stales  are  pUoed 
upon  the  same  footing  by  the  Committee  on 
Fiiblic  Lands,  and  the  rights  of  the  nation  over 
each  and  every  port  of  it  are  held  to  be  the 
same.  In  this  the  two  oommitteea  agree  en- 
tirely.  We  may,  therefbre,  hold  it  as  a  con- 
ceded point.  I  will  examine  onr  rights  over 
hut  one  portion  of  it,  and  that  at  present,  by 
far  the  most  important — that  lying  between 
the  Ohio,  tlie  Mississippi,  and  the  lakes,  for- 
merly known  as  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio.  And,  sir,  as  it  is  a  qnesUon  of 
strict  law,  you  will  ezcnee  me  the  repetition 
which  it  neoeraarily  involves. 

We  hold  these  lands  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of 
oession  from  the  Btate  of  Virginia,  to  which  I 
will  once  ag^n  refer.  This  deed,  after  deng- 
nating  oertam  tmsts  to  which  a  part  of  it  was 
to  be  applied,  provides : 

"  Thxt  &U  the  lands  witliiD  ihe  territory  so  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appro- 
priated to,  any  of  tbe  before-meatioaed  purposes, 
or  disposed  of  in  bountiea  to  tbe  offioera  and  soldiers 
of  tbe  American  armj,  shall  be  considered  a  com- 
mon fund  for  tbe  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
Ui^ted  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become, 
memliers  of  tbe  coufederalion  or  ftdeni  alliaoc*  of 
the  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their 
Baual  respective  proportions  in  [be  eeoeral  cha^e 
and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  futbfuUj  and  bona 
fid*  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  otticr 
purpose  whaCaoever." 

This  cession  waa  made  and  accepted  before 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitation ;  it  has, 
therefore,  no  relation  to  that  iastniment  \  but 
the  constitution  (art  6th)  has  relation  to  the 
deed,  and  one  of  the  contracts  entered  into  and 
binding  on  the  national  futh.  This  places  the 
General  Government  in  tbe  sitnation  of  a  tnu- 
tee  of  this  fand,  which  it  must  dispose  of  bona 
Jidt  for  the  common  benefit.  Now,  sir,- while 
the  nation,  which  represents  all  the  States  col- 
lectively, waa  indebted,  its  debt  being  the  debt 
of  all,  it  was  a  fair  and  legitimate  execution  of 
the  trust,  to  sell  the  lands,  and  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  payment  of  the  debt ;  so,  alao,  if 
its  proceeds  be  necessary  for  the  current  ez- 
peoses  of  the  GovemmenL  This  no  one 
OOubld,  as  it  is  disposing  of  the  property  hona 
fidt  fur  the  use  and  beneHl  of  all  the  States,  and 
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in  the  proportions  stipniated.  Bat  what  is  to  bt 
done  when  the  debt  la  paid,  and  tlie  fond  i«  cot 
needed  for  the  purposes  of  tbe  General  Qgveni- 

Give  it  away,  oast  it  off  as  an  inooaveniait 
bnrden,  say  the  Ooounittee  on  Public  Ludi. 
Dispose  of  it  as  heretofore,  and  distrilHite  tba 
proceeds  JnstJy,  according  to  tbe  intent  sad 
spirit  of  the  trest  under  which  yon  hold  it,  uj 
the  Committee  on  Uannfketuraa. 

Tbe  compact  wh)<^  the  acceptance  of  tin 
deed  of  cession  carried  with  it,  I  bold  tc  b« 
imperative  and  perpetnal.  In  all  fntore  time^ 
and  nnder  all  circomstances,  nntil  the  asl«s  sre 
completed,  the  lands  remain  a  oommoa  lucii 
Tbey  must  be  disposed  of  by  Congress,  hna 
fide  for  the  use  and  bMiefit  of  sach  «^  th«  SUUs 
as  shall  be  members  of  tbe  federal  altiaoM  at 
the  time  of  their  sale  or  diBpo^tim.  But  nnist 
the  fand  neoeasarily  be  held  and  applied  hj 
Congress  to  tbe  fiiture  exigencies  of  the  G«i- 
eral  Government  ?  I  do  not  ask  if  it  nia;^,  tot 
most  it )  The  paragr^hs  already  dwelt  upon 
carry  with  them  no  each  obligation;  iMt  there 
is  another  member  of  the  clause  which  cleirij 
implies  distribntion.  This  fund  for  the  oomowa 
benefit  shall  be  ivnafid*  disposed  of  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Slatee,  "according  tolliciT 
usual  respective  proportions  in  tbe  poersl 
charge  and  expenaitore."  If  the  olyect  had 
been  to  apply  Uiis  only  to  tbe  accming  ebi^es 
which  revenue,  properly  so  called,  is  dseigBtd 
to  meet,  this  last-cited  clause  would  have  fouid 
no  place  here.  But  it  clearly  coutempUtcs  dis- 
tribution, and  is  placed  upon  the  l>aMS  rf- 1 
profit  and  losa  account  between  individDil  psrt 
ners.  In  the  proportion  that  States  oootribeU 
to  support  the  expenses  of  Glovernment,  in  Uut 
proportion  shall  they  receive  the  proceeds  vl 
sale  of  common  propertyi  It  seems  le  nte. 
therefore,  a  clear  case  of  constitntifmal  right,  if 
not  of  obligation,  that  these  lands  and  their 
proceeds  be  applied  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
this  bill  This  mode  is  as  jnst,  ami  it  i*  expe- 
dient alike  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Slates,  old 
The  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales 
to  overflowing,  and  for  none  d  the 
purposes  of  Government  is  this  fnnd  necesMi; 
or  useful  to  the  nation  as  a  whole.  But  tba 
Stotes  have,  by  their  general  oompMt,  div«l*d 
themselves  of  the  first  and  greatest  resooroe  of 
revenue — that  of  imports  on  comnteroe;  msay 
of  them,  having  no  other  resonroe,  support 
their  Government  by  hard,  direct  tAxatieo  upon 
land,  which,  less  than  any  other  species  <S 
property,  can  bear  taxation.  Thus,  they  labor 
under  great,  and,  indeed,  almost  insncmoaut*- 
hle  diffioulties,  in  raising  funds  for  those  eip^ 
ditnres  necessary  for  the  internal  improvemeut 
of  their  country,  and  the  education  (tf  tbe  ri^ 
generation.  Tbe  distribntion  of  tbe  proceeds 
of  these  lands  would  remove  all  this  eriL 
Those  States  which  have  borrowed  and  ex- 
pended large  snma  in  improvements  of  a  panna- 
nent  and  national  oharacter  would  be  rdiev»l 
from  tbe  debt  with  which  they  are  burdeneil, 
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ud  to  the  ran  it  would  flimiih  a  fond  saffiount 
to  keep  ap  thow  improTementB  In  an  even 
with  toe  proKKM  of  popnlktion.  And,  n 
ma,  it  wonld  place  in  the  bonds  of  the  St«tw 
■  fDitd  which,  well  ^tplied,  would  famiih  the 
mMne  of  education  to  all  the  riring  genen- 
ikaa  whieh  ara  to  saoceed  ni. 

Mr.  BiBTOM  stid:  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
toekjr,  in  skipping  all  tlie  arguments  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  haa  been  eqnally 
averae  to  the  nee  of  argumenta  on  his  own  ride. 
Soog,  aneodote,  metaphor;  manj  eshibitionB 
■nd  flourishes  to  entertain  the  luiee  and  bjr- 
ttuden;  but  <ret7  few  argnmenta  to  enUghten 
the  Senate.  The  cash  argnment  was  the  0017 
MM  which  he  oondesoended  to  nae.  The  table 
of  divideods  was  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  hie 
a^ment.  and  that  table  was  eoastrncted  apon 
a  prinfflple  of  error,  whi<dk  exhibits  to  each 
State  i^oot  fbnr  or  Are  timea  more  spoil  than 
it  would  ever  geL  Instead  of  an  average  of  o 
Miies  of  rears,  which  would  giro  a  millitHi  and 
three-qoarters  in  place  of  tiiree  millions,  for 
tbs  groM  reotipts  from  the  public  lands,  instead 
of  the  net  proceeds,  which  would  require  about 
a  million  to  be  deducted  fbr  expenses  in  admin' 
isUring  the  pnblio  lands,  baring  them  for  In- 
dians, parinf  the  annnitlea  inoorred  on  acoonat 
of  tbem,  ana  effecting  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians; Instead  of  the  remainder  which  these 
d«dnotiona  wonld  leave,  »id  which  la  some 

Gsrs  wonld  be  nothing,  and  in  other  years  per- 
pt  half  a  million  of  dollars,  the  Senator  from 
Eutncky  takes  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  last 
jesr,  swelled,  as  it  was,  with  parments  due  for 
isiids  sold  before  the  year  1S20,  with  miUUrj- 
and  forfuted  land  scrip,  and  constructs  his 
table  upon  tliat  fslladons  sum,  and  then  ex- 
hibits to  the  Statea  these  large  and  sedootive 
dividends  But  this  argument  will  do  npou 
piper  alone.  An  amendment  to  confine  the 
dinribniion  to  the  net  proceeds  will  det«ct  its 
bUKj,  and  leave  those  emptr-handed  who 
BDpposed  thej  were  beoome  rtoh  on  the  spoils 
ri  the  new  States 

'  Still,  tills  cash  argnment  Is  the  only  one  the 
Senator  from  Eentncky  has  condescended  to 
use ;  and  let  as  see  how  he  has  used  it  He 
aangns  to  the  States  north  of  the  Potomac 
sboQt  Mie  million  two  hnndred  and  sixty  tboa- 
■and  dollars,  and  to  the  States  soath  of  the  Po- 
toniae  about  Ave  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  I  Thus,  the  States  which  surrendered 
tbeir  lands  to  the  ^deral  QoTernment,  are  to 
racfflve  about  seven  hundred  thonsand  dollars 
lees  than  those  who  ret^ised  to  surrender,  and 
which  would  now  involve  the  country  in  a  for- 
eign war  before  they  wonld  give  up  an  acre 
to  settle  a  disputed  boundary.  Again :  the 
Southern  States  send  emigrants  to  the  new 
States;  the  Northern  States  send  but  few,  and 
Biean  to  stop  those  few  to  work  in  their  fiu;to- 
Jva.  The  Sonthem  States,  then,  through  their 
cnugraiion,  ind  the  new  States,  are  to  famish 
the  whole  sum  which  Is  thus  to  be  so  aneqaally 
divided.   The  whole  is  to  come  from  the  Soath 


and  West,  and  twice  the  largest  share  is  to 
pour  into  the  Northeast;  thus  opening  another 
current,  another  inland  gulf  stream,  [wallel  to 
the  tariff  stream,  the  pension  stream,  the  inter- 
nal improvement  stream,  and  the  United. States 
Bank  stream,  which  are  now  sweeping  the 
wealth  of  the  South  and  West  into  Uie  Nortb- 
easteni  cities. 

The  Senator  &om  Kentucky  carries  bis  con- 
fidence in  the  money  argument  so  for  as  to  be- 
lieve that  the  new  States  themselves  will  be 
c^tivated  by  it;  that  they  will  fall  in  love 
with  the  fallacious  dividends  which  be  has  held 
out  to  them,  and  consent  to  sell  themselvee  to 
the  old  States  for  a  small  abare  of  their  own 
spoils.  A  large  table  of  dividends  is  displayed 
beftHV  them ;  bat  it  is  all  deception  and  illn- 
aion.  Tbe  dividends  will  be  reonced  to  insig- 
nificance when  the  expenses  of  the  land  system 
are  deducted  from  tbe  gross  receipts ;  and,  even 
if  it  stood  at  the  sums  carried  out  in  bis  table, 
every  new  StAte  would  save  mure  infinitely  by 
a  redaction  of  the  prioe  of  the  land  than  by 
receiving  a  share  of  her  own  money.  The  sav- 
ing upon  the  sales  of  last  year,  to  be  effected 
by  a  reduction  of  the  price  acconting  to  tbe 
plan  recommended  by  the  Land  Committee, 
would  be,  in  Ohio,  (214,000;  in  Indiana, 
$347,000 ;  in  Illinois,  $218,000 ;  in  Missouri, 
$IS7,000;  in  Alabama,  (447,000;  in  Hissis- 
sippi,  $10S,000 ;  and  in  Lonisiano,  |4S,000. 

But  it  is  not  by  tables,  constructed  before- 
hand, that  tbe  loss  of  the  new  States  can  be 
ascertained  from  such  a  bill  as  this.  If  it 
passes,  their  doom  is  sealed.  They  become  tbe 
private  property  of  the  old  States.    To  make 

3j  out  of  them  will  be  the  only  oonsidera- 

£very  art  that  iogenaity  and  avarice  can 
invent,  will  be  put  in  requisition  to  swell  the 
amount  for  distnbation.  Instead  of  beins  re- 
dnced,  the  price  of  the  lands  will  probably  be 
raised  again  to  the  old  minlmnm  of  two  dol- 
lars. Instead  of  preferences  to  settlers  and  oc- 
cupants, they  will  have  to  bid  for  their  own 
labor  against  tbe  agents  of  the  paramount 
States  who  will  be  sent  to  superintend  the 
sales,  and  see  that  every  tract  is  screwed  up  to 
the  highest  point.  The  Senator  from  Keu- 
tacky  (Mr.  Gli.t)  thinks  tbe  price  ought  to  be 
raised,  but  he  will  not  move  to  raise  it  Can 
he  go  security  for  his  oosdjntora?  Will  they 
not  do  itt    Those  who  ore  to  divide  the  spoil 

a  make  the  spoil.  They  can  make  it  what 
they  please,  and  cert^nly  will  please  to  make 
it  as  great  as  possible.  Nor  is  it  in  the  price 
only  tbat  the  new  SUtea  may  be  ororessed  and 
harassed.     lonnmerable  arts  may  be  resorted 

I  order  to  enhance  the  product  derivable 
from  tbe  lands.  Here  is  an  act  passed  in  the 
State  of  U^ne,  in*  the  year  1828,  for  tbe  sale 
of  rotten  timber  and  growing  grass,  and  the 
prosecution  of  trespassers,  whidi  act  can  be, 
will  soon  be^  applied  to  the  new  States  if  this 
scheme  of  districution  suepeeds.    Listen  to  it: 

Itat  it  shsU  be  the  dnty  of  the  land  agent  to 
sell  at  public  aoctioo,  or  private  sale,  all  graas 
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gTO»bi2  on  tbe  publio  hadi  from  jeu  to  je>r 
take  Bduble  meunres  for  the  preaervaUon  of  gnaa 
and  timber  (taoding  and  crowing  thereon ;  and  to 
proaecDte  in  behalf  of  the  State  for  all  treapasses 
wl^ch  bare  beoi,  or  may  be,  committed  thereon; 
and  to  seize  and  to  Bell  at  public  auction  all  kiude 
of  timber  and  grasa  cut  by  treapaasera.  And  the 
'  Mid  agent  ia  hereby  authorised  to  BeD  Umber  on 
the  public  landa  where  the  aame  is  decaying,  and  in 
hii  o[Mnion  it  ia  for  the  public  intereet  to  do  so !" 

lliiB  b  now  a  law  of  Maine ;  this  is  &  b 
made  by  thoM  who  are  now  aiming  at  the 
ownerahip  of  all  onr  lands.  If  they  aaoceed, 
will  they  be  more  genernns  to  the  people  of 
the  new  States  than  to  their  owa  citizens )  On 
the  contrary,  will  they  not  be  a  thouBand  times 
harder)  Botten  timber  and  prairie  grass  will 
then  be  an  object  of  revenue.  All  cattle  and 
horses  will  have  to  be  confined  on  the  owner' 
land,  or  taken  np  and  sold  for  the  trespaae  if 
they  stray  on  tbe  pnblic  landa.  Agents  sent 
from  the  old  States,  gnd  stationed  in  every 
township,  would  watch,  not  only  tbe  farmers 
and  their  slaves,  bot  their  cattle,  their  horses, 
and  their  hogs,  to  sae  them  for  trespasses. 

This  bill  has  been  called  a  system  for  settling 
the  business  of  internal  improvement ;  and 
nnder  that  assumption  the  bill  for  granting  a 
township  of  land  to  the  E>ench  college  at  St. 
Lonis,  and  the  bill  to  grant  half  a  million  of 
acres  to  the  States  of  ilissoori,  Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana,  had  been  laid  npon  the  table.  They 
were  Idd  by  to  awtut  tbe  establishment  of  this 
Hystetn,  as  it  is  called  j  bnt  when  the  internal 
improvement  bills  were  up  to  expend  a  million 
or  so  in  money,  in  tbe  Northeast,  no  motion 
was  made  to  lay  them  down.  The  word  sys- 
tem was  not  tlien  prononnced ;  this  bill  for  ad- 
josting  the  business  of  internal  improvement 
was  not  once  alluded  to.  All  passod  without 
hesitation  or  qaeation.  System,  indeed  I  It  is 
none,  and  cannot  be.  It  does  not  even  prgfbas 
to  bind  a  fiitare  Oonifress,  and  could  not  if  it 
would.  It  does  not  even  profess  to  abstain 
from  Aitnre  appropriations,  and  conld  not  pre- 
vent them  if  it  tried.  Future  Oongresses  will 
do  as  they  please.  Fntnre  m^oritios  will  do 
as  they  please.  Uneqnal  appropriations  will 
go  on  as  freely  oi  ever ;  the  only  difference 
will  be,  that  the  land  revenue  will  be  thrown 
to  that  object,  in  addition  to  all  the  expendi- 
tnree  which  would  otherwise  have  been  made. 


tem  of  setting  aside  tbe  proceeds  of  particular 
branches  of  the  revenue,  to  answer  spacific 
purposes,  and  thua  getting  clear  of  surpltu  rev- 
enue without  reducing'  taxee  I  I,and  revenue 
is  the  branch  now  to  be  set  aside ;  the  revenue 
trcan  woollens,  cottons,  iron*  salt,  dtc.,  &c.,  may 
fdlow  next  year.  There  is  no  end  to  that  sys- 
tem when  once  begun.  It  is  now  commenced 
on  the  weakest  part  of  the  Union,  becanse  they 
are  tbe  weakest,  and  the  least  able  to  defend 
themselves.  The  South  la  to  be  tempted  into 
it  bjr  s  share  of  the  Western  ^ila ;  and  the 


next  year  the  West  is  to  be  tempted  into  Ibt 
continuation  of  the  system,  by  getting  a  ehira 
of  the  Southern  spoils.  Thus  a  revenoe  of  uj 
amount,  twenty-five  or  thirty  niiUioDa,  mij  be 
kept  up,  by  dexterously  playing  off  the  Soitli 
against  tbe  Wee^  and  the  West  agvnal  tk 
South,  and  makmg  them  alternately  ctKip- 
erate  with  the  Northeast  in  piunderiiig  tub 

It  is  not  a  syfll«m  for  the  settlement  of  tht 
internal  improvement  question.  Its  olject  ii 
Tery  different  from  that.  It  is  a  tariff  bill ;  it 
is  an  ultra  tariff  measure ;  the  strongest  and 
the  boldest  which  has  been  attempted  it  this 
session.  Tariff  is  stamped  upon  its  face ;  lariff 
is  emblazoned  upon  its  borders ;  tariff  is  pro- 
dumed  in  all  its  features.  In  the  first  plan,  It 
is  intended,  by  diverting  the  land  rerenue  fnmi 
tbe  support  of  the  Government,  to  ereil«  a 
vacuum  in  the  Treasury,  which  most  be  tiled 
up  by  duties  on  imported  goods.  In  the  neit 
place,  it  is  intended,  by  keeping  up  tbe  price  of 
tbe  pnblic  lands,  to  prevent  the  emigniioaof 
laboring  people  from  the  manofaeturiiig  Stilo, 
and  retain  them  where  they  were  bom,  to 
work  in  the  factories.  This  is  tbe  true  Amt- 
ter  of  the  bill ;  a  tariff  bill ;  a  land  tariff  bill ; 
conoeived  according  to  the  plan  of  Ur.  Kush. 
in  18SB,  and  the  memorial  of  the  New  Tori: 
Tariff  Convention  in  November  of  the  lut 
year.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  cbatjed 
this  design  upon  this  bill ;  they  quoted  Ur. 
Rush,  and  the  memorial  of  the  Sew  Tork 
Tariff  Convention,  to  prove  that  charartei 
npon  it ;  and  their  chai^  has  not  been  met. 
A  feeble  attempt  at  the  vindication  of  Hr. 
Rush  has  fixed  the  desi^  more  firmlr  npon 
him.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr,  Cijij 
informs  the  Senate  that  he  suggested  to  }b. 
Rush,  before  his  report  was  communicated  to 
Congress,  that  it  might  be  misunderstood,  isd 
that  he  had  better  omit  what  related  to  tbe 
public  lands  and  the  mannfacturea.  He  a:|- 
tted  to  him  that  it  might  be  misnnder^ooill 
B,  misonderatood  I  and  that  very  phriH 
proves  that  it  was  understood  I  that  tbe  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  understood  it  at  the  first 
blush  precisely  as  everybody  else  has  iiiidcr- 
stood  it  ever  since.  But  tlte  memorial  of  Ibe 
New  York  Convention,  which  has  been  printrf 
ahd  laid  upon  our  tables,  that  also  is  qaoted  bj 
the  Public  Land  Committee,  and  no  notice  is 
taken  of  it  by  the  Senator  from  KentuckTMicr 
by  tbe  Senator  from  Ohio„  (Mr.  Ewjko.)  Why 
do  they  omit  to  notice  that  memorial?  Be- 
cause it  is  fiill  and  plain,  express  and  eiplidL 
np  to  the  mark,  and  direct  and  open  in  lavor  of 
preventing  emigration  to  the  West  for  tbe  pnr- 
pose  of  detaining  the  laboring  population  to 
work  in  the  factories.  There  ia  no  room  fnr 
dispute  about  it,  and,  therefore,  tbe  Senston 
who  undertake  to  answer  the  report  of  tha 
Land  Committee,  prudently  pass  by  that  mf- 
morial,  and  the  unanswerable  ai^runent  founded 
upon  it,  although  referred  to  in  the  body  of  tbs 
report,  and  quoted  verbatim  is  the  ^>p«i<fis. 
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The  fact  is  clear ;  the  conclosion  irresigtible ; 
tlie  character  undeniable,  that  this  land  bill  is 
a  tariff  measure ;  and  that  the  new  Btates  ore 
to  be  oppressed  in  the  prioe  of  the  pnblio  laiid& 
for  the  parpoM  of  prSTenting  emigration,  and 
of  sappljing  laborers  to  the  factor)^. 

The  bm  is  oert^inly  adroitly  draim ;  it  ts 
caleolated  opon  a  wide-spread  Hheme,  and  nni- 
verstl  design  to  attract  all  interests  to  engage 
in  the  oppreuion  of  the  West.  The  procieeda 
of  the  saJea  of  the  public  lands  are  to  be  divided 
among  all  the  States,  and  for  all  sorts  of  pur- 
poses— to  pa;  old  debts  fbr  roads  and  canals, 
or  to  make  new  roads  and  canals  with  ready 
money — to  promote  ednoat^on — and  to  colonixe 
&M  n^roes  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Certainly 
these  multiplied  objects  must  enlist  a  great 
tnnltitode  a^inst  the  new  States,  and  eicite 
tlieir  capidity  to  the  highest  degree  to  get  bold 
of  the  public  domain  for  their  respectiTe  ob- 
jects. One  of  these  objeots,  hota  the  efforts 
which  have  been  made  to  recommend  it  to 
public  fovor,  and  the  profoond  ignorance  which 

Srvades  the  pnblic  mind  with  respect  to  its 
iBJbility,  demands  a  word  of  elaoidaijon ;  I 
spealL  of  the  colonization  soheme ;  for  the 
prosecution  of  whioh  this  bill  commits  the  fed- 
eral domain,  and  the  political  powers  of  this 
Federal  Government.  A  more  visionary,  a 
more  chimerical,  and  a  more  impracticable 
project  never  entered  the  bead  of  man,  than 
this  scheme;  and  this  I  will  demonstrate  by 
facts  and  reasons  which  no  candid  man  can 
.  permit  himself  to  dispute. 

Two  distinct  views  of  the  prqject  demon- 
itnte  this  impossibility;  first,  the  experience 
of  Great  Britain;  secondly,  the  anthentic  re- 
ports of  our  own  Colonization  Society.  Each 
liew  is  concInsiTe ;  either,  taken  separately, 
pots  an  end  to  hope ;  botli,  taken  together,  oon- 
aemn  it  irrvvocably.  All  the  world  knows 
Mmetliiog,  bat  few  know  the  real  history  of 
the  British  attempt  at  African  colonization. 
The  expense  in  money  and  in  lives,  and  the 
total  Culure  of  the  undertaking,  are  hot  slightly 
known.  The  moneyed  expense  has  been  pro- 
dlgioos.  The  chief  jostioe  of  Sierra  Leone, 
Kr.  Jeffcott,  in  a  charge  to  a  grand  jnry  in  the 
cipital  of  the  colony,  in  June,  18S0,  stated  the 
expense  for  the  last  ten  years  to  amount  to 
£7,000,000  sterling,  (about  3S  millions  of  dol- 
Isis;)  that  the  number  of  Africans  brought  in 
during  that  period  was  between  18,000  and 
19,000;  and  that  the  expense  of  eaob  had  been 
swHit£3W  storling,  (near  1,S00  dollars;)  and 
that  the  total  population  of  the  colony  was 
then  but  little  opwards  of  30,000  sonis.  This 
gives  an  idea  of  the  expense  in  money.  But  a 
more  dreadful  account  of  expenditure  is  stilt  to 
be  opened.  It  is  t^e  expense  of  human  life  I 
Every  Governor  sent  to  the  colony  had  per- 
ished onder  the  climate,  one  only  excepted,  and 
he  had  perished  nnder  the  knives  of  the  native 
negroes.  The  soldiers  and  sailors  sent  there 
■    were  swept  off  in  crowds.    No  seasoninu  in 

say  other  part  of  the  world  could  prepare  uiem 


for  the  horrors  of  this  African  climate.  Troops 
from  the  Weet  Indies,  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  East  Indies,  all  shared  the  same  fate. 
The  only  differenoe  was,  that  the  dmnkarda  . 
died  the  first  season,  and  the  sober  ones  the 
second  or  third.  This  waste  of  life  and  money 
induced  the  British  Parliament,  in  1826,  to 
open  a  commission  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  colony ;  the  result  was  a  determination  to 
contract  their  establishments,  to  withdraw 
most  of  their  troops,  and  to  surrender  all  hope 
of  sncoesa. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  American  Ool- 
oniiation  Society  proves  and  establishes  the  in- 
ability of  their  efforts.  Look  at  their  own 
statements.  At  page  41,  it  is  stated,  and  cor- 
rectly stated,  that  the  annnal  increase  of  the 
black  population  in  the  United  States  is  from 
TBjOOO  to  80,000  soola,  and  that  it  will  reqoire 
this  number  to  be  annually  carried  off  to  check 
the  growth  of  that  population  among  us.  At 
page  10,  it  is  stated,  and  correctly  stated,  thai 
the  arrival  of  1,000  emigrant  negroes  in  any 
one  year  would  be  the  ruin  of  the  colony  I 
that  even  that  small  number  of  new-comers 
would  make  a  revolution,  and  require  an  armed 
force  to  keep  the  peace  among  them.  Here, 
than,  are  two  facta,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
illnsions  of  this  sdieme.  Seventy-five  thou- 
sand per  annum  must  go,  before  the  increase 
of  the  blacks  is  checked  at  home~-before  we 
con  fM  any  national  advantage  from  it ;  and 
the  arrival  of  1,000  would  destroy  the  colony, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  project !  Can  argument, 
or  commentary,  add  to  the  force  of  these  two 
facts,  presented  by  the  managers  of  the  Society 
themselves  in  their  last  annual  report  !* 

Individuals  may  g^ve  their  money  :  benevo- 
lent persons  may  follow  the  impulse  of  their 
feelii^  in  bestowing  their  charity  upon  this 
prqject.  Their  money  is  their  own,  and  they 
may  do  what  they  please  with  it.  But  can 
legislators  and  statesmen  follow  the  same  im- 
pulsions, and  act  in  the  same  manner,  with  re- 
spect to  the  revenues  of  the  people  t  Oan  they 
commit  tliis  Government  upon  a  scheme  of 
African  colonization,  without  counfug  the  cost 
in  life  and  money,  and  asking  themselves  if  the 
success  is  to  justify  th'e  expenditure )  The 
total  English  expense  in  the  fifty  years  of  her 
experiment  cannot  have  been  less  than  eighty 
or  ninety  millions  of  dollars.  The  destmction 
of  life  has  been  appalling.  The  description  of 
Edmund  Bnrke  has  l>een  realized,  that  it  was  a 
region  where  the  gates  of  death  stood  open 
day  and  night  for  t£e  reception  of  its  victims. 
Governors  and  Jnd^s,  soldiers  and  mariners, 
all  go.  Our  colony  is  on  the  same  ground.  It 
is  not  only  within  tlie  ohortered,  but  within 
the  settled  limits  of  the  British  colony ;  the 
mortality  most  be  the  same  when  onr  estab- 


•  Tha  uBul  iDeiuH  of  U»  tcloni  popaliUon  in  Uw 
Unltwl  autu  twlng  iboDt  thrw  sad  >  qoBrUT  par  cwitnm, 
it  would  Doir  (IMS)  nqnlrg  ibaat  lsa,MO  to  tx  winuU;  cu- 
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i^meute  eqtud  tbain.  If  this  scheme  ia  fol- 
lowed Dp,  and  this  Federal  GoTemment  be- 
comes commltud  to  that  Bcheme,  &  tertitorial 
Oovemment  most  be  sent  to  AiKcs.  A  de- 
tachment of  the  army  and  of  the  navy  mnst 
he  MDt  there,  and  coarts  armed  with  strong 
criminal  jarisdiotion.  If  left  to  themMlvea,  the 
colony  will  be  in  civil  war  before  it  reachea  SO.OOO 
eonls.  Violence  prevails  all  over  the  world. 
The  first  man  that  was  bom  killed  the  eeeood. 
Hnrders,  seditions,  revolndons,  so  on  every- 
where. Oao  it  be  expected  that  this  medley  of 
negroes,  p&rt  from  America,  part  from  Africa, 
some  fiill  blood,  some  half  blood,  will  realize 
the  viaionary  speoalation  of  human  perfectibil- 
ity, and  be  kept  in  order  by  moral  restraints, 
and  the  mild  punishment  of  interdiction  from 
the  nse  of  fire  and  water  in  Afrioat  For  the 
Boman  punishment  bj  exile  is  the  highest  now 
known  in  our  colony.  Not  these  reatrunts 
will  soon  fUl.  They  viU  fail  aa  they  did  in  the 
British  colony  before  It  reached  20,000,  and  re- 
quire all  the  machinery  of  a  strong  Govern- 
ment to  keep  the  negroes  in  peace.  Who  ia 
prepared  to  establish  that  Government  in  Af- 
rica! To  siiread  our  conBtltntton  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  beneath  the  eqoator,  and  atretch 
it  over  a  race  for  which  it  was  not  madet 
Who  is  prepared  to  expend  a  hnodred  millions 
of  money  in  thia  attempt,  and  to  send  the  sons 
of  our  farraers-^the  soldiers  and  mariners  of 
the  r^nblio — to  perish  on  that  pestilential 
coast)  Those  who  are  not  prepared  for  these 
things  ahould  stop  at  once,  and  refoae  to  com- 
mit their  Govomment  npon  a  project  which 
most  involve  all  these  consequences,  and,  after 
involving  them,  mnst  end  as  the  Britjah  at- 
tempt at  colonization  has  ended,  in  demooatrat' 
ing  its  total  impracticability. 

As  a  Western  mtm^  as  &  cidxen  of  one  of  the 
new  States,  I  must  protest  against  the  Applica- 
tion of  the  public  lands  to  this  object.  It  is 
several  years  unoe  things  have  been  taking 
that  turn.  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  the  most 
conspicuous  anthor  of  the  Missouri  queetjon, 
first  proposed  it  in  the  Senate,  fiia  resolution 
was  aubmitted  in  1824,  but  led  to  no  resnlt 
The  Benator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  now 
moves  it  in  a  more"  formal  and  determined 
numner.  The  managers  of  the  Society  have 
ttaemselvea  looked  to  it,  and  have  corioosly 
mixed  up  a  calculation  of  worldly  gain,  a  ques- 
tion of  profit  In  a  moneyed  point  of  view,  with 
this  devotion  of  the  public  lands  to  their  fa- 
vorite objecL  At  page  2S  of  their  last  annual 
report,  after  claiming  an  appropriation  of  the 
public  lands,  they  go  on  to  add,  that  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that,  wltatever  appropriations 
should  be  made  by  the  Government  to  this 
ol^ect,  the  greater  part  wonld  be  expended  In 
giving  employment  to  our  shipping  and  to  citi- 
zens of  the  Onited  States.  Thus  philanthropy 
and  worldly  gain  are  to  go  hand  in  hand ;  the 
shipping  interest  and  those  employed  in  con- 
ducting the  scheme  are  to  get  the  greater  part 
of  whatever  is  expended.    The  pnblio  lauia  of 
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the  West  are  to  fait  into  the  cnrrtnt  which  ii 
sweeping  off  every  thing  else.  Farmer*  of  liie 
West  are  to  be  reqaired  to  ftimish  atmuUj 
millions — compelled  to  pay  infinitely  more  fi^ 
refase  land  than  citizens  of  Maine  psj  for  fii< 
choices,  to  furnish  money  to  enricn  the  ship- 
pers, as  well  as  to  bny  lands  to  be  riven  as  a 
donation  to  the  negroes  carried  to  Aoica;  mi 
all  thia  In  addition  to  fnmlshiag  U  mud  h 
will  defray  the  expenses  of  the  State  Geicn- 
ments  in  all  the  old  StatcA. 

Mr.  B.  ooncladed  with  .showing  thit  the 
qnestion  was  now  between  the  plans  of  the 
two  committees — the  Committee  on  MlDafs^ 
tnras,  which  was  for  keeping  up  the  price  of 
the  lands ;  and  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lu>d^ 
who  were  for  redacing  the  price  toonedoilu 
per  acre  for  freab  lands,  and  fiJty  cents  per  sere 
for  such  as  had  been  in  market  five  jtm, 


to  stand  forward  and  show  their  friendship  01 
this  oocasion,  by  voting  down  the  plan  of  ibe 
Manufacturing  Committee,  and  sustainiag  tbit 
of  the  Pnblio  Land  Committee. 


Fbidat,  Jose  29. 
Ikath  lif  Mr.  MitcJuO, 

A  measage  was  received  from  ths  Home  </ 
Representatives,  by  Ur.  Clarke,  the  Clerk  of 
the  House,  announcing  the  death  <rf  Glows  E 
MiTOHKix,  one  of  the  Representatives  &om  the 
State  of  Maryland,  of  that  House,  and  ihsl  hii 
funeral  wonld  take  place  at  6  o'clock  F.  H. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CaAUBEsB,  the  Sen^  tbn 
came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Senate  viU  alteod  the  foHnl 
of  tha  Hod.  O.  E.  HrtcBUi.,  one  of  the  BepnHiU' 
Uvea  from  the  fiute  of-  Maryland,  this  day  H  I 
o'clock  P.  M.,  and,  as  ■  tribute  of  mpect  Rir  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  that  ihe  SenslonwiB  |« 
into  PDOUmiog,  by  wearing  crspe  on  the  left  «*■ 
for  thirty  daya. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBxaa, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Sattsdat,  Jnne  SO. 
Portrait  of  Waxkiitgtoa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fsmusobuisks,  ths  Sei- 
ate  took  np  the  reaolntion  for  the  norchawd 
the  origin^  portrait  of  George  Washington,  bj 
Rembrandt  Peaie. 

Mr.  F.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  S,000 
dollars.  He  founded  his  motion,  first,  oa  the 
accuracy  of  the  likeness,  and,  secondly,  on  the 
nature  of  the  subject  itself.  He  etiEed  the 
opinions  of  Judge  Hsrshall,  Judge  Washiufttoa, 
and  other  distinguished  men,  as  to  the  accDm? 
of  the  resemblanoe. 

Mr.  Bkith  stated  that  Stowart  received  only 
1,000  dollars  for  hta  best  portraib;  wd  he  • 
wonld  have  no  oltjection  to  give  1,000  dollart 
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for  this.    Stewart  bftd  engaged  to  make  him  a 
oopr  for  SOO  dollar^  bat  it  could  not  be  ob- 
Umed  froni  bim. 
Ur.  VisaiiB  said  tbat  be  had  taken  bis  idea 

of  Washington  from  the  portraits  of  Stewart. 
He  admitted  the  merits  of  hia  picture,  and  aaid 
that  if  it  wea  to  be  regarded  as  an  original, 
Thich  he  BDpposed  it  waa,  the  prioe  oaght  not 
to  be  in  the  way.  An  original  head  of  Wash- 
ington, b;  Btevart,  wan  latol/  sold  for  1,600 
dollara,  and  the  parchaser  would  not  listen  to 
ID  offer  of  (0,000  for  it.  In  England,  if  its 
character  «ere  as  high  as  it  la  here,  it  would 
fHeh  a  mnch  higher  prioe. 

Ur.  FuusaiiuTsaN  Uien  moved  to  amend 
the  reeolntioo,  by  adding  a  provision  that  the 
portrait  be  hang  in  a  oonapiouons  port  of  the 
Seoate  chamber,  nnder  the  dtreotioa  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the  expenaee 
thereof  be  paid  oot  of  the  cootdngent  fund ; 
Thich  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
ptaacd,  and  read  a  third  time. 


KomiaT,  Jal7  2. 
Publie  Landt. 

Ibe  Senate  proceeded  to  condder  the  bill  to 
ippronriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of 
the  MUM  of  tbe  public  lands. 

Mr.  Hatni  moved  to  strike  oiit4he  words 
whioh  provide  for  the  diatribation  of  the  pro- 
weds  among  the  States.  He  was  opposed  to 
(lie  iutrodnotion  of  the  principle  of  distriba  ting 
the  revenne  among  the  States.  He  insistec 
that  the  prooeeds  of  ttie  public  lands  did  ood' 
■UtDte  It  port  of  the  revenue.  The  clause  whioh 
lie  mored  to  strike  ont,  cnt  off  a  part  of  the 
public  revenue,  taking  it  from  tbe  Treasury  to 
oicide  it  amon^  the  States.  -  He  made  an  ob- 
jection to  the  distribntion  also,  becanse  it  was 
a  divtaion  of  the  gross,  instead  of  the  net  reve- 
niw,  and  BO  &r  as  the  difference  between  the 
ETOSB  and  net  proceeds,  it  was  a  diviuon  of  the 
duties  derived  from  imports.  He  admitted  the 
perfect  power  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  tbe 
nilyect;  but  he  was  opposed  to  donations  of 
mooej  to  the  States,  ana  deeired  to  have  some 
Kneral  and  equitable  system  adopted  for  the 
oi^odtion  of  the  public  landa.  He  asked  for 
thsjeaaand  naya  cm^a  motdon;  whioh  were 
ordered.  ~ 

Ur.  Cli.t  r^oiced  that  the  question  of  the 
prioijple  of  distribution  was  now  to  be  tested 
in  a  umple  and  a  solemn  manner.  He  met  the 
opinion  oi  the  Senator  from-  Sooth  Carolina, 
(Wthe  division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblic 
bnils  vonld  plead  to  the  practice  of  distribut- 
ing the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  among  the  States, 
bj  an  oppodte  one ;  and  declared  his  own  firm 
and  Btrennous  opposition  to  the  principle  of 
>neh  distribntion.  He  stated  tiiat  the  revenue 
trom  the  pnblio  lands  was  distinguished  firom 
sll  other  revenne  by  the  langnage  of  the  coo- 
Btitotion,  and  of  the  deeds  w  cession,  which 


f  to  Con- 
given  over  any  other  revenue.  Tliis  view  was 
supported  by  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  ablest 
of  onr  constitutiooal  lawyers ;  and  if  it  was 
correct,  the  argnment,  therefore,  that  the  di- 
vision of  this  revenne  wonld  lead  to  the  division 
of  all  the  sarplns  revenue,  he  did  nut  consider 
as  snst^nable.  He  adverted  to  the  argument 
that  the  distribntion  of  the  gross  proceeds 
wonld  be  a  distribution  in  part  of  revenue 
frixa  other  sources,  and  stated  that  the  bill  au- 
thorized the  division  of  the  net  proceeds  only. 
Ue  detailed  what  would  be  the  deductions 
made  by  the  aoeountuig  officers  nnder  the  bill, 
when  they  determined  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
ceeds applicable  to  division.  The  net  amount 
of  char)^  on  the  annua]  Bales  of  the  pnblic 
landa  did  not,  he  believed,  exceed  fonr  per 
cent.  He  hoped  that  the  question  of  distribu- 
tion would  be  settied,  and  in  such  manner  as 
to  redound  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
every  State,  and,  of  conseqaence,  of  the  whole 
of  the  Union. 

Ur.  H4TRI  briefly  replied  on  the  subject  of 
the  discrimination  between  the  revenue  from 
the  public  lands  and  from  other  sources,  and 
contended  that  if  the  construction  uf  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Kentucky  was  correct,  there  woa 
no  limitation  to  the  powers  of  the  General 
Qovemment:  and  they  might  be  exercised 
under  ft  wild  discretion,  the  extent  of  which 
could  not  be  anticipated  or  controlled.  He 
asserted  that  there  ought  not  to  be  any  surplus 
money  in  the  Treasnry,  but  tliat  care  shooto  be 
taken  to  regulate  the  taxes  so  as  to  have  no  un- 
necessary amount  in  the  Treasury,  He  denied 
that  he  was  anxioos  to  increase  the  revenue 
from  the  publie  lands.  He  was  willing  to  place 
them  on  a  fair  and  equitable  ground. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Hi.  IIatne's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  as  foUows : 


Ellit,  umndy,  Uayne,  Ullt,  Kane,  Kine,  Mangum, 
Harcy,  Miller,  Uoore,  Robinson,  Smith,  Taaewell, 
Troup,  Tjler,  White— 21. 

N*i8. — Meesrs.  BeU,  Chambera,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Eniog,  Foot.  Frelingbuysen, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Jo  host  oa,  Enight,  Naudaia, 
Poindeit«r,  Prentiss,  Robbios,  Rug^es,  Seymour, 
Klsbee,  Spngue,  Tipton,  Tomlinsoo,  Waggunan, 
Wetnter,  Wilkioi— 2S. 

Ur.  SmTH  moved  that  the  Senate  now  ad- 
joom.    Negatived— yeas  IS,  nays  82, 

The  question  now  being  on  the  proposition 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa  to  strike  out 
all  the  sections  which  authorize  the  distribn- 
tion among  the  States,  and  the  residue  of  the 
bill,  t^e  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
n^B,  and  decided  as  follows : 

TiAS.— Uenrs,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown.  Buckner, 
Ellis,  Forsyth,  Gniady,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane.  Kiag, 
Hangnm,  JUIkr,  Hoore,  RobiasoD,  Smith,  Tozeirrri, 
Tipton,  Troop,  Tyler,  White— 21. 

Natb.— UeMTB.  Bell,  Cbamben,  Clay,  Claytoi^ 
Diokeisoo,    Dodley,  Ewing,  Foot,  FreUnghuysen, 
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BendiickB,  HolmcB,  Johnitoit,  Knight,  Harcj,  M&u- 
dftin,  Poindeiter,  Prtcttas,  Robbinl,  Samlta,  Sey- 
mour, fiUsbee,  Bpngne,  Tomlinioii,  Wtg^unui, 
WetMter,  WUkliu— SB. 

Kr.  Bbsion  then  moved  to  introdnce  an  ad- 
ditiooal  section  to  reduce  tlie  price  of  public 
lands  to  one  ioliu  per  acre,  and  of  all  which 
have  been  above  five  years  in  market,  fifty 
oents  per  acre. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Kasx,  the  question  was 
divided,  and  was  firet  token  on  the  Grst  branch 
of  the  amendment,  and  negatived,  as  follows : 

Tbis.— Menn.  Bel),  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Back- 
ner,  Ellis,  Gmudy,  Hiyne,  Bendrldu,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  UkDi^ni,  U  oore,  Foindaiter,  Robioton,  Smith, 
Taieweli,  Tipton,  Troup,  White— 81 

Nats.— Messrs.  Chunbete,  Clay,  CUyton.  DiUu, 
KokersoD,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Forsytb,  Freling- 
huysen,  Holmes,  Johnstoo,  Kniglit,  Haray,  Uiller, 
Kaitdain,  Prentiss,  Rabbins,  Rugglee,  Seymonr,  Sils- 
beo,  plague,  TomUnson,  Tyler,  Waggunan,  Web- 
ster, Wilkms— ST. 

The  qnestion  was  tben  taken  oa  the  second 


Tf  AS.^Hessn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Buekner,  Ellis, 
Forsyth,  Onuidy,  Eayne,  Hendrirka,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Hangum,  Moore,  Poindeiter,  RobinAHi,  Smith, 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troap,  While — SO. 

Hits. — Hesan.  BeU,  Brora,  CbamberB,  Cloy, 
Clayton,  DalUs,  Dlckenon,  Dudley,  Swing,  Foot, 
Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  Jobation,  Knight,  Haray, 
Miller,  Niudain,  Prentiss,  Robbios,  Rugglea,  Sey- 
mour, Silibee,  ^nasue,  TamlinBon,  Tyler,  Wagga- 
man,  Webster,  Wilkina— SB. 


Batusday,  July  1. 
Bttiringiifat  Vht  PrtridmL 
The   YiOE   pBnoiBNT   infonned  the   Sen- 
ate that  he  eboold  not  resume  hia  seat  in  the 
Senate,  and  expressed  his  wish  that  the  Sena- 
tors might  have  a  safe  retara  to  their  families. 
At  huf-put  seven  the  Senate  adjonmed. 

UoNOAT,  Jnly  9. 

The  Yioe  President  not  appearing,  the  Sen- 
itte  was  called  to  order  hy  the  Becretary,  when, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Ohambbbs,  the  Benate  pro- 
ceeded to  tlie  eleotdoti  of  a  FresideDt  pro  tim. 

iii.  Tazbwzll  was  declared  to  be  daly  elect- 
ed, and  was  conduetad  to  the  ch^  by  Ur. 

7%0  Tar\ff—Bedveti<m  of  Zhitia, 

The  bill  in  alteration  of  the  several  acta  im- 

podog  dnties  on  imports  having  been  read  the 

third  time,  the  qveation  was,  "  Shall  this  bill 

passt" 

lb.  Qbdhdt  said  he  hod  been  exceedingly 
deurons  that  some  bill  shoold  paas  at  this  ses- 
sion, that  would  relieve  the  publio  burdena,  and 
in  Bom«  degree  restore  quiet  to  an  excited  sec- 


tion of  the  conntry.  Under  these  feeiingt,  fa* 
was  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came  fnm 
the  House  of  Repreaentalives ;  but,  in  ita  prei- 
eat  shape,  he  could  not  now  vote  for  it  On 
account  of  the  many  amendments  made  on 
Saturday,  it  was  impossiUe  for  him,  at  the  liu 
honr  at  which  the  question  on  the  third  nad- 
ing  was  taken,  to  arrive  at  snch  a  result  u  to 
be  fully  informed  of  the  effects  of  the  bill,  ud, 
therefore,  unwilling  to  pnt  it  out  of  his  povM 
to  vote  finally  for  the  bill,  if  he  could,  on  ei- 
amination,  approve  it,  he  bad  voted  for  tin 
third  reading.  He  had  since  obtuued  sufficient 
information  to  Batisfy  him  that  the  bill  are  at 
relief;  that  it  cont^ned  nothing  ealcoutedto 
allay  the  excitement  that  existed  agsinit  tb« 
tariff  system ;  and  that,  in  some  instanwi,  it  ' 
went  beyond  the  present  tariff.  He  was,  theie- 
*  ira  compelled  to  vote  agunst  the  IrilL 

Ur.  Hatbx  said  he  must  throw  hmudf  n^ 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  state  the  ni- 
soDS  whi^  shoold  indooe  him  to  vote  ignn4 
the  bill. 

I  am  well  aware,  sud  Ur.  E.,  that  DMhiag 
that  can  be  now  said  can  have  the  ilighleB 
effect  on  the  votea  of  gentlemen  on  the  otber 
side ;  and  I  know  that  the  Bonse,  at  thii  lite 
period  of  the  seeaion,  is  too  impat^nt  of  delsj 
to  admit  of  protracted  discuadon  on  any  ques- 
tion. BtiU  I  indulge  the  hope  that  thevTill 
consent  t^ear  wh£t  I  promise  tbem  shall  nw- 
of  Wtak  more  than  a  bare  atat^neBt  of  my 
otigeotions  to  the  bill.  I  am  oppowd  to  the  IkII 
in  its  present  shape,  Ur.  President,  became  it 
contains  all  the  objectionable  features  of  tlra 
existing  tariff. 

It  recognizee  the  protecting  system  a*  "lbs 
settled  p^cy  of  the  country."  Ever  since  tb> 
commeooement  of  this  system,  from  the  year 
1816,  nay,  from  the  beginning  of  the  wsr  to 
the  present  time;  there  nas  uways  existed  in 
the  actual  condition  of  the  conntry  some  rea- 
son, or  a  plausible  excuse,  for  a  system  of  hifb 
duties.  During  the  war  we  wanted  money  to 
canr  it  oa ;  and  after  the  peace,  the  enotmoBi 
publio  debt  which  was  left  upon  onr  hands  ro- 
dered  high  duUes  indiBpeoaable  to  ec^Ietbc 
country  to  fulfil  Ita  obligations.  I  will  not  mj 
that  all  the  dnties  impoeed  were  uecesssry  to 
revenue,  but  I  will  fearieasly  assert  that,  but 
for  the  demands  on  the  Treasury,  the  systcBi 
of  hish  duties,  which  luge  acted  so  poverfnilj 
for  the  protection  of^mannbctnies,  tooM 
never  have  been  established  and  crndd  vox, 
possibly,  have  been  muntained  for  a  dugle 
year.  The  successive  tariffs  of  1818,  IBM,  m 
1828,  owed  their  existence  to  the  oooditioD  w 
the  country  in  relation  to  the  public  debt.  «w 
the  manufacturers  had  very  adroitly  connert™ 
a  protection  to  their  industry  with  theM)U«c- 
tion  of  revenoe  fbr  the  redemptiim  of  the  pob- 
lio  faith.  But  now  that  the  debt  is  abool  lo 
be  paid,  and  a  demand  on  the  Tieaswy  fw 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  per  annum  is  sbooi 
to  be  entirely  removed,  a  new  and  most  iii'«r- 
esting  questioa  ariae^  whether  the  pnrfecUoii 
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of  mftonfactnres  la  to  be  mad«  a  dUtioct  and 
mbaUatiTe  objeet  of  leglaUtion ;  and  whether 
tuw,  BO  longer  neoe88ai7  for  anj  legitimate 
pabUo  ol^ect,  are  to  be  levied,  merely  for  the 
parpose  of  affording  proteotioD  to  the  maanfao- 
tnren.  It  will  be  aeen  at  a  glance  that  this 
qomtioo  calls  upon  qb  to  take  a  new  tad  moat 
important  rtep  in  the  legialation  of  the  conn- 
tzj.  It  will  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that,  bat 
far  the  clainu  of  tbo-  mangfaotgrers  of  wool- 
kas,  Dottona,  and  iroiL  the  datiei  on  these  arti- 
cle wonld  now  be  rednoed  to  fifteen  per  cent. ; 
•nd  if  they  are  to  be  kept  up  to  fifty,  aizty,  or 
Mie  hnndred  per  cent,  it  will  not  be  because 
the  pnlilio  want  the  money,  bnt  beoaose  the 
introdaotion  of  the  foreign  articles,  at  a  low 
rate  of  dnty,  wonld  interfere  with,  or,  aa  gen- 
tkntea  will  hare  it,  prostrate  this  bronah  of 
our  domestio  indnstry.  The  standard  which 
gentlemen  propotie  on  this  mbject,  is  not  the 
wuts  of  the  Treasnry,  bnt  what  they  are 
plsased  to  call  adequate  prolectioa  to  the  man- 
nbctnrers.  It  mnst  be  oDvions,  therefore,  that 
to  a^jnat  the  tariff  on  the  plan  now  proposed, 
'a  distinctly  t-o  recogQiEe  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection aa  the  settled  policy  oi  the  country — a 
prinaiple  b>  which  I  can  never  give  my  consent 
m  toy  shape.  Let  me  not,  on  this  point,  be 
mirandentood.  I  am  no  enemy  to  the  manu- 
ftntarers.  I  wonld  not  destroy  them  if  I 
coold.  Of  this  I  think  I  have  given  abundant 
evidenoe  in  the  plan  I  proposed  afthe  begin- 
Diog  of  the  seMon,  for  the  eettJement  of  this 
great  question.  The  resolation  which  I  had 
Un  honor  to  sabmit  as  an  amendment  to  that 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  O1.1.T,) 
waa,  in  subsfance,  a  proposition  to  reduce  the 
leveave,  after  the  payment  of  the  pnblie  debt, 
to  the  wants  of  the  eonatry.  I  proposed  to  do 
this  00  principles  of  perfect  jnatioe  and  equal- 
ity, and  to  guard  against  any  shock  to  the 
nanofkctarera.  by  a  sudden  reduction  of  the 
dutiei  to  the  lowest  revenue  standard.  1  de- 
dtred  my  entire  willingness  that  this  redaction 
dionld  be  gradnal,  and  niread  over  several 
years.  I  was  perfectly  willing,  provided  the 
dntiee  ahonld  be  finally  brought  down  to  the 
revenue  standard,  that  gentlemen  should  almost 
take  their  own  time  for  the  aooomplishmeDt  of 
the  otiject.  Nor  did  this  proposition  involve 
the  iJightest  sacrifice  of  pnnciple ;  for  it  en- 
tered into  my  plan,  that  the  debt  shoold  spread 
over  Beverol  years,  so  that  the  duties  ahonld  be 
brought  down  to  the  proper  point,  on  the  final 
eztiactlon  of  that  debt.  Sir,  according  to  this 
phuL  the  mann&ctorers  wonld  have  enjoyed  an 
iQcidental  protection  equal  to  the  amount  of 
duties  necessary  for  revenue.  I  un  not  pre- 
pared to  say  how  far  the  reduction  on  the  pro- 
tMled  articles  would,  under  this  ayatem,  have 
been  earned.  I  preenme  that  fifteen  or  twenty 
pu  cent  ad  taUrem  would  have  been  found, 
STeotually,  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  Thin,  aa 
it  Kerns  to  me,  wonld,  witn  duirges,  freight, 
sod  insurance,  have  amounted  to  a  protection 
of  U  least  thirty-Oiiee  and  a  third  per  data.  \ 


and  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  if,  with 
a  permanent  protection  of  oue-thlrd  of  the 
cost  of  the  article  in  the  home  market,  our 
manufacturers  cannot  enter  into  a  snocessfhl 
competition  with  the  foreign,  they  must  be  en- 
gaged in  a  pursuit  moat  unprofitable  to  the 
country,  and  the  sooner  it  is  abandoned,  the 
better  for  all  parties  concerned. 

My  next  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  con- 
tains the  minimnms  and  the  specific  duties.  I 
have  already  stated  at  large  my  objection  to 
this  feature  in  the  bill,  and  will  not  now  repeat 
what  I  then  said.  I  will  only  here  add,  as  an 
additional  objection,  that  the  minimnms  and 
specific  duties  create  a  perpetually  increasing 
tax  on  the  articles  embracea  by  them.  It  re- 
quires no  arznment  to  show  that  a  tax  of  eight 
cents  a  yard  on  cottons  costing  sixteen  oenta, 
which  is  a  tax  of  only  fifty  per  cent.,  becomes 
one  hnndred  per  cent,,  when  the  article  is  re- 
duced to  eight  cents ;  and  such  reductions 
have,  for  years  past,  been  going  on,  as  we  all 
know,  in  relation  to  every  article  included 
under  the  minimnm  principle.  I  regard  the 
recognition  of  this  odioua  principle  in  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate,  as  a  lasting  establish- 
ment of  the  prohibitory  system  in  this  country. 
The  minimmna  on  coKons  were  at  first  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  enconrsging  the  pro- 
dnctioo  of  coarse  cottons.  We  are  told  that  it 
has  been  completely  suooessfol ;  that  it  is  no 
longer  necessary  tu  protection ;    and  yet  the 

Kstem  is  maint^ned  invioUte,  because,  as  gen- 
imen  insist,  it  has  no  operation.  The  mini- 
mnms, then,  are  to  be  introduced  to  build  np  a 
manufacture,  and  are  to  be  retuned  to  estab- 
lish a  monopoly ;  for  if  gentJemen  refuse  to 
abolish  them  in  relation  ta  course  cottons,  we 
coo  never,  hereafter,  expect  to  have  them  abol- 
ished in  any  case  whatever. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  sold  that  to  his  mind 
it  was  porfecUy  clear  that  this  bill,  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  hod  not  a  aingle  feature  to  recom- 
mend it  to  the  favor  of  any  but  the  fut 
friends  of  the  American  system.  It  u  neither 
more  nor  less  than  the  resolation  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Eeutucky  reduced  to  the  form  of  a 
taw.  It  takes  off  the  dutiea  altogether  from 
almost  the  entire  mass  of  the  unprotected  arti- 
cles, auch  as'  tea,  coffee,  apices,  fruits,  and  a 
hundred  other  articles  of  luxury,  and  reduces 
them  to  almost  nothing*  on  silks  and  wines, 
while  it  leaves  the  protected  articles  almost  un- 
touched, or  with  additional  burdens  thrown 
upon  them.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  affords 
no  relief  whatever  to  the  South.  It  only  ag- 
gravates the  injustice  of  which  we  complain. 
It  throws  the  whole  burden  of  federal  taxation  on 
the  very  articles  the  duties  upon  which  operate 
as  a  tax  on  Southern  capital  and  labor,  and  as  a 
bounty  upon  the  industry  and  capital  of  an- 
other section  of  the  Union.  The  passage  of  ' 
such  a  bill  ea  this  wonld  only  be  regarded  as 
the  consummation  of  the  protecting  policy.  It 
leaves  no  hope  for  the  mture.  It  must  rivet 
upon  the  country,  irretrievablT  Bi"!  forever,  a 
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^Htem  which  he  did  mo»t  conscientiooalj  be- 
lieve was  bustila  to  the  (raDeral  welfare — ut- 
terly nnconntitational — aoa  deatractive  t4  the 
beat  interests  and  dearest  righte  of  the  plantO' 
tloQ  States.  The  geDtlemati  from  Eeatack; 
had  eipresaad  a  hope — donbtless  moat  ainoerelj 
eat«rtaiQed — that  the  South  wonid  receive  this 
bill  aa  a  peace-offeriDg,  foaaded  oa  conceasion 
and  compromiae ;  and  he  bad  Icindl?  tendered 
his  advice  that  we  ahoold  go  home,  aod  aav  to 
oar  constitueDta  that  we  had  accomplished  all 
that  we  had  a  right  to  expect ;  that  oar  griev- 
ances were  redceasad ;  and  thos  the  countr;^ 
would  be  once  more  restored  ta  harmonj  (nd 
peace.  Let  me  tell  that  gentleman,  air,  that  il^ 
with  mj  convictions  of  the  true  oharaoter  of 
this  bill,  1  could  go  to  my  oonstitnenta  witli  mch 
tangua{^  on  my  lips,  I  shoold  go  home  "  with 
a  lie  in  my  month."  No,  air!  when  I  apeslc 
on  anch  a  snbjeot,  I  shall  speak  the  honest  con- 
viotiona  of  my  mind ;  end  altalt  be  oonatrained, 
however  relnotantJy,  to  declare,  as  1  now  do  in 
the  pratenoe  of  this  Hotue,  my  country,  and 
my  God,  tbM  the  American  aystem  has  become 
the  aettled  policy  of  the  ooontry ;  that  the 
hopes  of  the  Booth  are  at  an  end ;  and,  as  far 
as  their  proaperity  is  dependent  on  federal  leg- 
islation, their  min  aealeo. 

Mr.  Bbowk  aaid,  before  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  then  an- 
der  consideration,  he  felt  that  it  was  due  to 
those  whom  he  had  tbe  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
aent  in  that  body,  and  likewise  to  himael£  to 
expl^n  the  motives  which,  on  the  most  delib- 
erate consideration,  would  induce  him  to  Tot« 
in  oppoaitioik  to  the  bilL  This  he  would  do  in 
a  very  few  words.  If  the  question  had  been 
brouriit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
aesflion,  he  ahonld  have  availed  himself  of  the 
occadon  to  have  expressed  his  views  generally 
on  a  snt^ect  of  sucn  deep  and  momeutons  in- 
terest to  the  country.  To  oonsnme  time  in 
unprofitable  diacusaion  at  that  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  would  be  as  little  in  aeoordonce 
with  his  feelings,  as  it  would  be  respectful  to 
the  tx)dy  which  he  addreased.  He  had  felt  the 
most  anxions  solicitude  that  some  odjastnieDt 


of  Congress.  Influenced  by  a  spirit  of  that 
kind,  be  had  come  totbe  determination  to  vol« 
for  the  bill  which  had  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, nnless  mode  more  objectionable  by 
amendments  in  the  Senate.  He  admitted  that 
the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
senUtives,  stopped  far,  very  for,  short  of  reduc- 
ing the  revenue  to  that  standard  which  the 
condition  of  onr  fiscal  afiisira  required,  and 
which  iustice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  Union 
demanded.  But  it  proposed  a  reduction,  and, 
from  the  beat  examination  he  bad  been  able  to 
give  to  the  snbjeot,  a  substantial  reduction,  on 
a  number  of  articlea  which  entered  extensively 
into  the  ooDsumption  of  the  whole  agricultural 
portion  of  the  Uoothem  States.    It  hod  been 


said  by  one  honorable  Senator,  in  the  courss  ot 
tliis  debate,  that  voting  for  the  bill,  oa  it  cud« 
from  the  House,  would  concede  the  oonstito- 
tiona]  right  of  the  Government  to  protect  maa- 
ufitctnres.  He  (Mr.  B.)  viewed  the  subject  in 
a  very  different  light.  He  had  yet  to  leant 
upon  what  principle  it  was  unconstitutional  to 
vote  for  a  Dill  diminishing  the  burdens  of  bis 
constituents,  and  the  efieot  of  which  would  be 
to  mitigate  the  evils  of  the  system.  Id  eipms- 
iog  his  intention  to  vote  for  tJie  bill  as  it  c«iu« 
from  the  Uonse,  he  wished  it  to  be  distuictJy 


their  interesta.     Nor  would  he,  if  ne  _ 

the  authority,  exercise  it  in  reference  to  liiia 

question. 

He  was  hostile,  on  prineipl&  to  tbe  whole 
protecting  system  ;  and,  while  he  was  bonoted 
with  a  seat  in  that  tiody,  he  would  contribute 
his  humble  efforts,  on  all  proper  occaaioIl^  to 
eradicate  from  our  laws  a  pnnciple  which  be 
believed  incompatible  with  the  .enlighlcned 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  of  free  Government  Tbii 
much  he  had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  any  in  ref- 
erence to  the  bill  as  it  oame  from  the  IIoqm. 
He  would  now  assign,  in  a  very  few  words,  lb« 
reasons  which  would  influence  biro  to  vute 
agunst  it,  as  amended  by  the  Senate.  The 
amendments  had,  in  his  opinios,  destroyed 
whatever  of  value  was  oontalned  ia  the  bill,  bj 
increasing  the  dutiea  on  the  protected  articles; 
and  he  viewed  its  passage,  in  its  present  shape, 
as  substantially  re-enaoting  some  of  the  tuust 
obnoxious  featurea  of  the  tariff  of  182S. 

He  most  be  permitted,  with  great  deference 
to  the  opinions  of  the  mtyority  of  the  Senata 
who  thongbt  differently,  to  express  his  regret 
that  any  addition  bad  been  made  to  the  rate  i£ 
duties  proposed  by  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives.  To  that  body  the  consiiia- 
tion  had  peculiarly  given  the  power  to  ori^ate 
bills  on  tne  delicate  and  interesting  qucstum  of 
taxation.  It  emanated  direcUy  flvm  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  and  was  presumed  to  rep- 
reaent  fairly  their  wishes  in  relation  to  thut 
Butf}eot ;  and  it  had,  by  a  most  decided  m^r- 
ity,  expressed  its  opinion  in  favor  of  a  reduction 
of  duues.  The  extraordinary  spectacle  was 
presented  in  our  country  of  continuing  a  system 
of  ui^ust  and  oppresuve  taxation,  not  colled 
for  by  the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  bat  to  ben- 
efit a  few  mooopolista.  He  hoped  that  the  jas- 
tice,  intelligence,  and  patriotism  of  the  people 
would  correct  ijiis  evil,  and  save  the  Cnion 
fhim  the  disastrous  oonsequenoes  which  were 
likely  to  result  from  persevering  in  auoh  a  ays- 
Mr.  CiMi  mode  a  few  remarks  in  reiJy, 

^e  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by- the  following  vote: 

Tub.— Ueasra.  Bell,  Benton,  Bnckner,  Cbamboa, 
Clay,  Claytoo,  Dallas,  DickeraOD,  Dadley,  Baiag, 
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fool,  Fralin^Hijseii,  Handrickt,  Hill,  Holtoet,  John- 
MOD,  KuigfaL,  Hbtct,  Naudun,  Prentin,  Robbing 
BotniHDn,  Bugglea,  Seymour,  Klibce,  Bmilh, 
Bpruae,  TiptoolTomliiuao,  Wagguoaii,  Webiler, 

wmniu— sj. 

Kit*.— Uevis.  Btbb.  Brown,  Ellis,  Fon  jtli,  Gnin- 
Jj,  Hkjoe,  Kane,  KIdc,  Muignni,  Hiiler,  Uoore, 
"  '  '       r,  TueveD,  fioop,  Tyler,  White— IB. 


TUBDAT,  Jul]'  10. 
7%e  3m»Jt  Vett. 
Allen>g«  waa  reoeived  from  the  President 
of  tlie  Uaitod  States,  retorning  the  act  to  mod- 
i^  aad  GODtiDae  the  act  to  iDoorporete  the 
nbeoribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uiutod  Statee, 
■ith  his  ot^ectioos  to  the  tame.* 


idlnti 


put, «  ranenl  at  tha  chmriir,  tnl  wbleh  vp«r  in  tk 
ud  pnCBdliK  ToliuiMi  of  thli  ■brldfmciit;  linl  tlien  wi 
(•(UnifUem  ofi  M*  Uod,  growl  ug  oal  of  th*  dactilii 
rfllM  Snpnioe  Codrt  of  tb*  United  BtoM  In  Atot  of  tl 
HMltBtloBlItT  of  t£>  Brak,  br  •rUgh  dnMna  1m  nftue 
to  be  banal,  mid  ia  wUob  It  !•  H^t  lo  (In  Ui  on  tdrI 


a«d  br  O*  (dTontn  of  ttaa  bnk,  Ibit  1t> 
r,  IB  dl  IW  ftatu**,  aubt  to  '  "      ' 

■•KtM  br  MWdaDt,  aad  br  tba  d^blM  oi 
Cngri.  Ta  tblteoBdadonleunotiHanL  H 
li  1  daafKau  Man*  of  utboritr,  ud  ibooM 
<dwiiftill»gfBaa«taairfMiiUtattBMjpowar..mip>  in... 
tb>  Mqilaaeaiun  of  tba  paopla  ud  tbe  BUtaa  oao  bs  ecnuld- 
•nd  u  wan  hOM.  So  &r  ttmo  tbli  bulax  tba  lata  on  Ibli 
■btaema  aigaaiaal  agdut  tb*  b»k  nJibt  ba  baiad  on 
pniadaBL  Oa*Oiia|TiM,lB  im.daeMadln  Unroribuk; 
HMbar,  la  IBtl,  deaded  i^ut  It  Onn  Cangrsia,  Is  ISII^ 
OAt<Ma«almabuk:  another, [a  18I«.d*o)3sd  la  lu  &■ 
nc  Prtor  to  tba  imanl  Congrei^  tborafora,  tba  pnoMlBntt 
^•a  A«B  tbat  aoona  wan  Moa).  If  *•  iwort  lo  Ibe 
Muw  th*  aiprcialDsa  of  legldaUTa,  JadldaL  aid  aiacDllva 
•tlataM  ■gaiuat  tba  bnk  mn  baan,  prsbsMr,  lo  tboaa  ia 
iu  hnr,  aa  ftmr  to  on«  Tbna  l>  notfalng  In  pracadaat, 
UtRTfon,  obtEb,  If  Ita  iBniorltT  wara  admttud,  ooibt  to 
nM  la  fcTor  ot  the  aet  balttra  D*. 

Ii  Um  <ip(alaB  of  tba  Surama  Conrt  corarad  tba  wbola 
gKtat  of  tbla  act,  It  oogfct  not  t»  teotrol  tba  eo-ardlnita 
uiborttlaa  of  thl*  SonnuiHiit.  Tba  CaDgt«M|  the  Eiaea- 
Un,  lad  tba  eoort,  muat  aaah  for  Itaeir  ba  gnldad  br  Ita  OWB 
iipliln  of  Aa  aoMUtatlM.  Sacb  nblk  offlenr  wbo  lakaa 
u  lub  to  (Bppon  tba  eoBalltaDwi,  iwaan  tbat  be  will  aap- 
(Ht  It  ■■  ba  iiadimlaiidi  tt,  aad  aet  aa  It  I*  nndentood  bf 
Mbtn.  It  la  al  noob  tba  dolf  of  lb*  Hoiua  of  Kapnaaota- 
tlTia.  oftlM  antta,  aad  of  the  PrealdaDt,  to  decide  spoa  the 
naflllattotHlltr  If  aB7  bill  or  laaolntlen  wbieb  nuflM  pie- 


l^^^llSfl^ 


ir  wpninl,ai  ft  1*  a 
be  bnnght  bafon  1 
D  of  tba  Indgaa  haa 


of  tbaai 


he  CoHfreia  or  die 


ia  Mtm;  aad  en  tbtt  point  tbe  Preddeat 

pudeat libolb.    TbeaDtborttTaftheSnpniaaCailrtiniu 
m.  tbrrafcra,  be  permitted  to  oontrol  the  Cohi 
EuiailTa.  wlwnHtlwtBib^rli      ~    ~ 
bait  aalr  Boeb  loflaeaaa  aa  tba  lb 

Bil.  U  tba  caae  TalM  Bpoa,  th*  BapraoM  OoDit  bare  not 
iHldad  tbal  aa  tba  Itetarea  of  Ibla  eurpoiBlion  are  CDiniiatl- 
blewttb  lb*  cQiutltnClaB.  It  ii  traa  tbat  the  eojrt  itn 
Bid  that  tbe  law  iBcorponllBf  the  balk  la  a  ccmitllDIlaiu] 
aWTba  of  power  bj  Ooagtaaa  Bat  taklBg  lato  tIbw  tbe 
■Ma  oplBloB  of  tba  nuTt,  ud  Ibereuonlngbrwbleb  tbaf 
tan  maa  to  that  oboIiuIob,  I  oodentand  tban  to  bar* 
.tbat,  iBaaoMb  I*  a  bub  ta  u  approfiriata  loeaBa 
ring  iBto  aSBet  tba  annmarated  powen  of  the  &iitt- 
Ineorporaclng  it  la  Id  ae- 

make  all  lawi 


br  tanylng  iato  aSBet  tba  an 


with  tbat  prarlalon  of  tba  I 
u  Csngra*  iball  hav*  poi 


mftde  il 


Wneru  said  that  the  constitution 
b  tbe  dntf  of  the  Honw  to  which  saoh 
aication  was  made,  on  reoeipt  of  it, 
to  osnse  it  to  be  recorded  at  length  on  its 
journals,  and  then  Boletunlj  to  take  the  qiie»> 
tbn  wlietber  the  act  shall  beoume  s  law,  Uie 
President's  Directions  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
etanding.  The  ooostjtntioa  praecHl««a  that  the 
HoQse  ftull  proceed  to  this  deolsioit  therenpon. 
It  was  the  {waotioe  ctf  OoDgrese  to  give  apnq>er 
time  for  the  traosoript  of  the  Meesnge,  wad  for 
a  respectful  oonsideration  (>f  the  bubjeet.  In 
oasea  of  leu  importance,  it  was  the  otutom  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  duciiion.  But,  in 
this  case,  it  was  respeothl  tu  the  President,  to 
the  length  of  the  paper  which  had  been  read, 
to  the  high  cliaraeter  of  the  varioos  topic* 
whieh  it  emtmced,  and  to  tbe  gienerel  impor- 
tance of  the  entijeet,  that  the  Senate  shoold 
assign  snoh  day  and  hour  for  taking  the  Message 
into  cooaideraUoD,  as  would  be  agretsble  imder 
the  existing  dronmstanoeH.  Presoming  that 
the  presiding  officer  wonld  direct  tlie  SMssage 
to  be  entered  on  the  Jonmala,  he  wonld  now 
move  to  poe^rane  the  farther  oonaideraldon  of 
this  oommnmcation  tmtil  elereu  o'clock  UMUor- 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Wkdrisdax,  July  11. 
Tht  Sattk  Veto. 


renewing  and  modifying  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  tlie  United  States,  with  the  Uessage 
of  the  President  of  the  DniMd  States,  asaigntng 
his  reasons  for  refusing  to  approre  and  sign 
the  same.  And  the  question  being  on  passing 
the  bill,  said  olfjeotions  notwithstanding, 

Mr.  WiBSTXB  roee,  aitd  addressed  tbe  Senate 
as  follows  : 

Ur.  President,  no  one  will  d^y  the  high  im- 


wbiflh  aball  be  DeeeaaarT  aod  proper  for  arrrlng  Iboaa  pow- 
<n  Into  aiaMtlaii.'  UattDg  MOtfled  tbemielTa*  tbat  tba 
word  "flawary,"  In  the  mnttiinTlitB  maana  *'naadf^" 
■■nqolilie,'"'e*MBtlaL"  "ooBdndvetn,  aadtbat -abaak' 
la  a  eenTenlent,  a  oa^  ud  eaeeatial  Inatminfnt  In  tba 
pToaeeatloa  of  tbe  QorerBineBt'*  **  ttaaal  eperatloDa,"  tbey 


of  lb*  en 
noD."  -uav'aai'  umt,  -wmto  taa  MWiBBat  probiBiiea, 
ud  ia  reallr  calcBlaled  lo  aflbst  any  of  tba  o^tt«Ia  iBtiiuteS 
to  tba  OovemniinE,  to  ondartaka  bare  to  Iionlte  Into  th* 
degree  of  Ita  nanaailty.  wnnld  be  to  paa  tbe  line  wbteb  d> 
cumaciibBi  the  JudloUl  dapaitniaBt,  aad  to  traad  SB  laglito- 

Thaprinelpla,beraafBRnad,  la,  that  the -degree  of  Ita  ne- 
cenllT,    Isroltlni  al]  tba  delalla  of  a  tanking  laaUlDlloa, 

baBklaeonitllnHonal:  bat  Itia  the  pnvlnea  of  Ihe  leglila- 
tura  to  determlna  whethar  tbla  nr  that  partlcalar  power, 

K»llag»,  or  aiempllon,  la  "  aeceaaarr  aod  propet"  lo  en*- 
tb*  buk  to  dlaebarse  Ita  dntlaa  to  th*  Oantnmaol ; 

"    -  '    Moo  UMT*  l>  D*  aUMBl  lo  tba  eonrt*  at 

'  ''     tfaprama  CoBTt,  tboK* 

IJon^te**  BBd  lb*  Preal- 

wbetber  lb*  patUoolar  fbaturaa  of  lU*  act  ar* 
■iLLLii  1  ■— d  proper."  lo  Older  to  enable  tbe  buk  to  per- 
tonn,  wnvanlanllj  and  oaicleDtl/,  tbe  public  duUa*  aialf  nsd 

oaaaarf  aiwl  ln|«opar,  ud  thareibre  nnoonatitnlioiuL 
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portance  of  the  Bubject  d 


Bank  of  the  Duited  Stateii,  bj  decisive  miyort- 
ties  ia  both  Hoiues.  It  has  adopted  this  meas- 
ure not  until  its  atteation  had  been  called  to 
the  subject  in  three  Boccessive  aoiiQal  Ueasagea 
of  the  Preaident.  The  bill  faaTing  been  thus 
jtBssed  br  both  HouBea,  and  baTing  been  duly 
presented  to  the  Preudent,  iDgtead  of  siKning 
and  approving  it,  he  has  returned  it  with  ob- 
jections. These  objections  ^  affunst  the 
whole  substance  of  the  law  onginaUy  creating 
the  bank..  Thej  den;,  in  effect,  that  the  bank 
is  oonBtitDtiontd ;  thej  den;  that  It  ia  expe- 
dient ;  tbe^  deny  that  it  is  neoessaij  for  the 
public  service. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  constttution 
^ves  the  President  the  power  which  he  has 
now  eiercised ;  bnt,  while  the  power  is  admits 
ted,  the  grounds  upon  which  it  oas  been  exerl- 
ted  become  fit  subjects  of  eiaminstion.  The 
constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  Congress,  in 
coses  like  this,  to  reconsider  the  measure  which 
the;  have  passed,  to  weigh  the  force  of  the 
President's  objections  to  that -measure,  and  to 
take  a  new  vote  upon  the  question. 

Before  the  Benate  proceeds  to  this  second 
vote,  I  praise  to  moke  some  remarks  upon 
thcM  ot^ections.  And,  in  the  first  place,  it  is 
to  be  observed  that  the;  are  such  as  to  eztin- 
Kuish  bU  hope  that  the  present  bank,  or  an; 
bank  at  ail  resembling  it,  or  resembliiig  an; 
known  similar  institution,  can  ever  receive  his 
wprobation.  He  states  no  lenns,  no  qu^ifica- 
tiona,  no  conations,  no  modifications,  which 
can  reconcile  him  to  the  essential  provisions  of 
the  existing  charter.  He  is  against  the  bank, 
and  against  an;  bank  constituted  in  a  manner 
known  either  to  this  or  anj  other  oonntry.  One 
advantage,  therefore,  ia  certainl;  obtained  b; 
presenting  him  the  bill.  It  has  caused  his  sen- 
timents to  be  made  known.  There  is  no  longer 
an;  mjBter;,  no  longer  a  oonteet  l>etween  hope 
and  fear,  or  between  those  prophets  who  pre- 
dicted a  veto,  and  those  who  foretold  an  ap- 
froval.  The  bill  is  negatived;  the  President 
as  assumed  the  responubilit;  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  bank ;  and  the  counti?  most  pre- 
pare itself  to  meet  that  change  in  its  concerns, 
which  the  expiration  of  the  charter  will  pro- 
duce, iir.  President,  I  will  not  conceal  m; 
opinion  that  the  aSurs  of  this  country  are  ap- 
proaching an  important  and  dangerous  Rrisis. 
At  the  very  moment  of  almost  unparalleled 
general  prosperit;,  there  appears  an  unaccount- 
able disposition  to  destroy  the  moat  asefnl  and 
most  approved  institutions  of  the  OovemmenL 
Indeed,  4t  seems  to  be  in  the  midst  of  oil  this 
national  happiness,  that  some  are  found  openly 
to  anestioD  the  advantages  of  the  constitution 
itself;  many  more  read;  to  embarrass  the  exer- 
cise of  its  just  power,  weaken  its  authority,  and 
undermine  its  foundations.  Bow  far  these 
notions  may  be  carried,  it  is  impossible  yet  to 
say.    We  have  before  us  the  practical  result  of 


one  of  them.  The  bank  has  fallen,  or  is  to 
falL 

It  is  now  certain  that,  without  a  change  in 
our  pnblic  conndla,  this  bank  wiU  not  be  con- 
tinued, nor  will  any  other  be  established,  which, 
according  to  the  general  sense  and  langnase  of 
mankind,  can  be  entitled  to  the  name.  In  uiree 
years  and  nine  months  from  the  present  miv 
ment,  the  charter  of  the  bank  expires;  within 
that  period,  therefore,  it  must  wind  np  its  euo- 
cems.  It  must  call  in  tla  debts,  withdraw  its 
bills  from  circulation,  and  cease  from  all  its 
ordinary  operations.  All  this  is  to  be  done  in 
three  years  and  nine  months;  because,  althon^ 
there  is  a  provision  in  the  charter  rendering  it 
lawful  to  use  the  corporate  name  for  two  yein 
after  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  yet  thii  is 
allowed  oniy  for  the  purpose  of  suits,  and  for 
the  sale  of  the  estate  bdonging  to  the  bank, 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  The  whale 
active  business  ot  the  bank,  its  custody  of  pub- 
lic depwits,  its  transfers  of  public  moneys,  its 
dealing  in  exchange,  all  its  loans  and  discount^ 
and  aU  its  issues  of  bills  for  circulation,  mut 
cease  and  determine  on  or  before  the  8d  ds;  of 
Harch,  leSS  ;  and,  within  the  same  period,  its 
debts  must  be  collected,  as  no  new  contract  can 
be  made  with  it,  as  a  corporation,  for  the  re- 
newal of  loans,  or  discount  of  notes  or  bill), 
after  that  time. 

The  President  is  of  opinion  that  this  time  a 
long  enough  to  close  the  concerns  of  the  insti- 
tution without  inconvenience.  His  Imgoige 
is:  "The  time  allowed  the  bank  to  close  its 
concerns  is  ample,  and,  if  it  bas  been  well  mss- 
aged,  its  pressure  will  be  liKht,  and  heavy  only 
in  ease  its  management  has  been  bad.  If,  then- 
fore,  it  shall  produce  distreea,  the  fault  will  b« 
its  own."  Sir,  this  is  all  no  more  than  geaend 
statement,  without  fact  or  argument  to  sopport 
it.  We  know  what  the  management  of  the 
bank  has  been,  and  we  know  the  present  ttUe 
of  its  affaire.  We  can  judge,  fberefore,  whether 
it  be  probable  that  its  capital  can  be  all  called 
in,  and  the  circulation  of  its  bills  withdrawn, 
in  three  years  and  nine  months,  b;  any  discre- 
tion or  prudence  in  management,  without  pro- 
ducing  distress.  The  bank  has  discounted  lib- 
erally, in  ooi^liance  with  the  wants  of  tke 
commonity.  The  amount  due  to  it  on  lotus 
and  disconnts,  in  certain  large  divi^ons  of  ibe 
country,  is  great ;  so  great,  that  I  do  not  per- 
ceive how  an;  man  can  believe  that  it  can  b« 
paid  within  the  time  now  limited,  without  div 
tress.  Let  us  look  at  known  facts.  Thirty 
millions  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  are  now  on^ 
on  loans  and  discounts,  in  the  States  on  lh« 
Uissisaippi  and  its  waters :  ten  of  these  millioD) 
on  the  aisconnt  of  bills  of  exchange,  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  twenty  millions  loaned  un 
promissory  notes.  Now,  Mr,  how  is  it  possUs 
that  this  Tast  amount  can  be  collected  in  as 
short  a  period,  without  suffering,  by  any  mtn- 
agement  whatever  t  We  are  to  remember  tbst 
when  the  collection  of  this  debt  begins,  at  that 
same  time  the  eating  medium  i^  pifmen^ 
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that  la,  the  dronlatioii  of  the  bUls  of  th«  buik, 
vill  begin  also  to  be  rastruned  uid  withdrawn, 
(od  tiitu  the  meuis  of  pKymeat  most  ba  limit«a 
jost  when  the  neoewitj  of  making  pafment  be- 
mmas  presnng.  The  whole  debt  is  to  be  pud, 
and  within  the  aame  time  the  whole  dronlation 
withdrawn. 

The  local  banks,  where  there  are  snob,  will 
be  tble  to  afford  tittle  assistance ;  because  they 
themselTea  will  feel  a  full  share  of  the  preaaare. 
Thej  will  not  be  in  a  condition  to  extend  their 
diMonnta;  bat,  in  all  probability,  obliged  to 
curtail  them.  Whence,  then,  are  Uie  mevu  to 
come  for  p^ing  this  debt,  and  in  what  mediam 
i)  payment  to  be  mode?  If  all  this  may  be 
dona,  with  bnt  slight  preesnre  on  the  eommo- 
nity,  what  coarse  of  oondnct  is  to  accomplish 
itt  How  is  it  to  be  done  f  What  other  thirty 
millions  ar«  to  anpnly  the  place  of  tbese  thirty 
millions,  now  to  oe  called  int  What  other 
circalation  or  mediom  of  payment  is  to  be 
adopted,  in  the  place  of  the  bills  of  the  bank ! 
The  Message  following  a  sin^ar  str^n  of  ar- 
gument which  bad  been  osed  in  this  Honie,  has 
a  lond  lamontatioD  npon  the  Bafferiog  of  the 
VMtem  States,  on  account  of  tbelr  being 
obliged  to  nay  even  interest  on  this  debt.    This 

Ennent  of  interest  is,  ib>elf,  represented  as  ez- 
□sting  tbeir  means,  and  rninons  to  their  pros- 
perity. But  if  the  interest  cannot  be  pud 
withoat  pressure,  can  both  interest  and  pnnoi- 
P<1  be  pud  in  four  years  without  pressure  I 
The  tmth  is,  the  interest  has  been  paid,  la  pud, 
sod  may  continue  to  be  paid  without  any  pres- 
sure at  all;  because  the  money  borrowed' is 
profitably  employed  by  those  who  borrow  it, 
sod  the  rate  of  interest  which  they  pay  is  at 
least  two  per  cent.  lower  than  the  actual  value 
of  money  in  that  part  of  the  conotry.    But  to 

Illy  the  whole  principal  in  leas  than  four  years, 
^og,  at  the  same  time,  the  eiisting  and  ac- 
customed means  and  facilities  of  payment  cre- 
ated by  the  bank  itself,  and  to  do  this  withont 
extreme  embarrassment,  withont  absolute  dis- 
tress, la,  in  ray  judgment,  impossible.  I  hesi- 
tate not  to  say,  that,  as  this  veto  traveb  to  the 
Vest,  it  wilt  depreciate  the  value  of  every 
man's  property,  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  tJie 
uplCat  of  Missouri.  Its  efibcta  will  he  felt  in 
tbe  price  of  lands,  the  great  and  leading  article 
of  Western  property ;  in  the  price  of  crops ; 
in  the  products  of  labor ;  in  the  repression  of 
enterprise ;  and  in  embarrassment  to  every 
Kind  of  business  and  oocopatioa.  I  take  this 
opinion  strongly,  l)ecause  I  nave  no  doubt  of  its 
trath,  and  am  willing  its  corrootaess  should  he 
jndgeid  by  the  event.  Without  personal  ao- 
(inaiataoce  with  the  Western  States,  I  know 
enuugh  of  their  condition  to  be  satisfied  with 
*'l>at  I havepredicted  must  happen.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  West  are  rich,  but  their  riches  con- 
tiA  in  their  immense  qaantities  of  excellent 
laud,  in  the  products  of  these  lands,  and  in  their 
spirit  of  enterpriHe.  The  actual  value  of  money, 
or  rate  of  interest,  with  them  is  high,  because 
th«ir  pecnniaiy  capital  beara  little  proportion 
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to  their  landed  interest.  At  ao  uven^  rate, 
money  is  not  worth  leas  than  eight  per  cent, 
per  annnm  throughout  the  whole  Western 
country,  notwithstanding  that  It  has  now  a 
loan,  or  an  advance,  from  the  bank  of  thirty 
millions,  at  six  per  cent.  To  call  in  this  loaa 
at  the  rate  of  eight  millions  a  year,  in  addition 
to  the  interest  on  the  wtiole,  and  to  take  away, 
at  the  same  time,  that  circulation  which  con- 
stitutes so  great  a  portion  of  the  medium  of 
payment  throughout  that  wbolb  region,  is  an 
operation  which,  however  wisely  conducted, 
cannot  bnt  inflict  a  blow  on  the  community  of 
tremendous  force  and  frightful  oonaeanencea. 
The  thing  cannot  be  done  without  autresa, 
hankruptay,  and  min  to  many.  If  the  President 
bad  seen  any  practicable  manner  in  which  thia 
change  might  be  effected,  without  prodncinff 
these  oonsequenoes,  he  would  have  rendered 
infinite  service  to  the  community  by  pointing 
it  out  But  he  has  pointed  out  nothing,  he  baa 
snf^eated  notbmg;  he  contente  himself  with 
saymg,  without  giving  any  reason,  that  if  the  , 

fressure  l>e  heavy,  the  fault  will  be  the  bank's. 
hope  this  ii  not  merely  an  attempt  to  forestall 
opinion,  and  to  throw  on  the  bank  the  respon- 
sinility  of  those  evils  which  threaten  the  ooan* 
try,  for  the  sake  of  removing  it  firom  himself. 

The  responsibility  justly  lies  with  him,  and 
there  it  ought  to  remain.  A  great  m^ority  of 
the  people  are  satisfied  with  the  bank  as  it  is, 
and  aesirous  that  it  should  he  continued.  They 
wished  no  change.  The  strength  of  this  public 
sentiment  has  carried  the  bill  (£rongh  Congreas, 
against  all  the  influence  of  the  Administration, 
and  all  the  power  of  organized  party.  But  tbe 
President  baa  undertaken,  on  bis  own  reaponsi- 
bllity,  to  arrest  the  measure,  by  refusing  faia 

sent  to  the  bill.  He  is  answerable  for  the 
-jnsoqaeucea,  therefore,  which  neceasarily  fol- 
low the  change  which  tbe  expiration  of  the 
bank  charter  may  prodooe :  and  if  these  eon- 
sequences  shall  prove  disaatrous,  they  can  fairly 
be  ascribed  to  his  policy  only,  and  to  the  pol- 
icy of  his  AdministraUon. 

As  to  tbe  time  of  passing  ttiia  bill,  it  would 

em  to  t>e  the  last  thing  to  be  thought  of  as  a 
ground  of  objection  by  the  Prendent;  since, 
from  the  date  of  his  first  Uessage  to  tbe  present 
time,  he  has  never  failed  to  call  our  attention 
to  the  sulject  with  all  possible  apparent  ear- 
nestness. So  early  as  December,  1S2U,  in  hia 
Uessage  to  the  two  Houses,  he  declares  that  he 
"  cannot,in  josticeto  the  parties  interested,  too 

>on  present  tbe  subject  to  the  deliberate  con* 
sideration  of  the  Legislature,  in  order  to  avoid 
tbe  evils  resulting  from  precipitancy,  in  a  meas- 
ure involving  such  important  principles  and 
such  deep  pecuniary  interests."  Aware  of  this 
early  invitation  given  to  Congress  to  take  up 
the  subject,  by  the  President  himself;  the  writer 
of  the  Uessage  seems  to  vary  the  ^und  of  oV 
jection,  and,  instead  of  complalmng  that  the 
time  of  bringing  forward  this  measure-  was 
premature,  to  insist,  rather,  that,  after  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  other  House,  the 
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bank  BboaJd  have  withdrawn  its  applicadon  for 
the  preeentl  Bnt  tbU  report  offers  no  Just 
aroniid,  Boretj,  for  such  withdrawal  The  anb- 
jeot  was  befiw«  CoDgr«aa ;  it  was  for  Congrew 
to  decide  apon  it,  wiu  all  the  light  shed  bj  the 
report ;  and  the  qnestioo  of  postponement  was 
lost,  having  been  made  in  bom  Uooees,  hj 
dear  majorities  in  euih.  Under  soch  ciroiun- 
itanoes,  it  would  hare  been  somewhat  aingnlar, 
to  »j  the  least,  if  the  bank  itaelf  had  with- 
drawn its  qtpli&tion.  It  is' indeed. known  to 
everybody,  that  the  report  of  the  committee, 
or  any  thing  contained  in  that  report,  was  Te^ 
little  relied  on  b;  the  opposera  of  the  renewu. 
It  it  has  been  ^soovered  elsewhere  that  that 
report  contained  matter  important  in  itself,  or 
vbiob  should  have  led  to  Inrtber  Inaairj,  it 
may  be  proof  of  aaperior  aagadtj ;  bnt  cer- 
taialj  no  snch  thing  wu  disoemed  bj  dther 
Honse  of  OoogreHS. 

Bnt,  »iT,  do  we  not  now  see  that  it  was  tdnie, 
and  hiirh  time  to  press  this  bill,  and  to  send  it 
to  the  President?  Does  not  the  event  teach  as 
that  the  measore  was  not  bronglit  forward  one 
moment  too  eftrlj  t  The  time  had  oome  when 
the  people  wiabed  to  know  the  decision  of  the 
Adminiatr&tion  oa  the  question  of  the  bank. 
Why  oonoeol  it,  or  postpone  its  decloratioiht 
yibj,  M  in  renrd  to  the  tariff,  give  one  set  of 
minions  for  me  North,  and  another  for  the 
SoDthf 

An  important  election  Is  at  h&nd,  and  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter  is  a  pending  olgeot 
of  great  interest,  and  some  eiciteinent.  Shonld 
not  the  opinions  of  men  high  in  office,  and  can- 
didates for  re-eteotJon,  be  known,  on  this  as  on 
other  important  poblic  qneedons!  Certdnly, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  people  of  the  UnitM 
States  srenot  vet  mere  man -worshippers,  that 
they  do  not  choose  their  rolers  without  some 
regard  to  their  political  principles,  or  political 
opinions.  Were  the;  to  do  this,  it  would  be 
to  sat^eet  themselves  volentarily  to  the  evils 
which  the  hereditary  transmissioii  of  power, 
independent  of  all  personal  qnalificationi,  ia- 
fliots  on  other  nations.  Thej  will  judge  their 
pnblio  servants  by  their  acts,  and  contione,  or 
withhold,  their  confidence,  as  they  shall  think 
it  merited,  or  as  they  shall  think  It  forfeited.  In 
evfoy  point  of  view,  therefore,  the  moment  had 
arrivea,  when  it  became  the  dntj  of  Congress 
to  come  to  a  result  in  regard  to  this  highly  im- 
portant raeasnre.  The  interests  of  the  govern- 
ment the  interest  of  the  people,  the  clear  and 
indisputable  voice  of  puhlio  opinion,  all  called 
upon  Congress  to  act  without  ftirther  loss  of 
time.  It  has  acted,  and  its  act  has  been  neg- 
atived by  the  Preudent;  and  this  reanlt  of 
the  proceedings  here  places  the  qnestion,  with 
all  lis  oonnectioQB  and  all  its  incidents,  folly 
before  the  people. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  Government 
it  has  been  thongbt  desirable  to  invite,  rather 
than  to  repel,  the  introdnotion  of  fbreign  oap- 
itel.  Oor  stocks  have  all  been  open  to  foreign 
BnbaenptloDa,  and  the  State  banks,  in  like  man- 
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ner,  are  bee  to  forelipi  ownership.  Vbatever 
State  has  created  a  debt,  has  -been  willing  that 
fbreigners  should  become  pnrohBsen,  and  de- 
airoos  of  it.  How  long  is  it,  mt.  Knee  Cod- 
greei  itaelf  passed  a  law,  vesting  new  powers 
m  the  Pr«sidwt  of  the  United  States  over  the 
cities  in  this  District,  for  the  very  pnrpoae  <rf 
iDcreatii^  their  credit  abroad,  the  better  te 
enable  them  to  borrow  money  to  pay  their  seb- 
Bcriptiona  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Cans!  I 
It  is  easy  to  say  that  there  is  danger  to  liberty, 
danger  to  independence,  in  a  bank  opffii  to  fo> 
ei(^  stockholders — because  it  is  easy  to  say  uy 
thing.      Bnt    neither    reason   nor   ezperienoe 

Erovee  any  such  danger.  The  foreign  stock- 
older  cannot  be  a  director.  Has  no  voice  ctgb 
in  the  choioe  of  directors.  Bis  money  is  placed 
entirely  in  the  mana^ment  of  the  dimton 
appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  and  t? 
the  American  stuckholdors.  80  far  as  there  a 
dqiendenee,  or  inflnenoe,  either  way,  it  i«  te 
the  disadvantage  of  the  foreign  stockhold«r. 
He  has  parted  with  the  control  over  hb  own 
pr<^>erty,  instead  of  ezerdsing  centred  over  the 
property  or  over  the  sctionB  of  othera.  And, 
sir,  let  it  now  be  added,  in  further  auswrr  to 
this  whole  class  of  objections,  tliat  expeneecs 
has  abnndantly  confnted  them  alL  This  Qov- 
emment  has  existed  forty-three  year^  and  bM 
maintained,  in  full  beiug,  and  operatJMi,  ■ 
bank,  such  as  is  now  proposed  to  be  renewtd, 
for  thirty-siz  years  out  of  the  forty-three.  Ve 
have  never  for  a  moment  had  a  bank  not  sob- 
Ject  to  every  one  of  these  obiectjons.  Alwaji 
foreigners  might  be  stockholders;  always  for- 
eign stock  has  been  exempt  from  State  tau- 
tion,  as  mnch  as  at  present;  always  the  sams 
power  and  privileges;  always  all  that  which  is 
now  called  a  "monopoly,"  a  "gratuity,"  a 
"  present,"  has  been  po^eaaed  by  the  bank. 
And  yet  there  has  been  found  no  ibnger  to  lib- 
erty, no  introdnotion  of  forei^  influence,  and 
no  accumulation  of  itTesponsible  power  in  a 
few  hands.  I  cannot  but  hope,  therefor*^  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  now 
yield  op  their  jadgment  to  those  notions,  which 
would  reverse  all  our  past  experience,  and  per- 
suade us  to  disoontinne  a  useful  institntioiL 
from  the  influence  of  vague  and  nnfonndtd 
declamation  ag^nst  its  danger  to  the  public 
liberties. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  President's  constitutional  ol^eotions  to  the 
hank ;  and  I  cannot  forbear  to  aay,  !n  refanl 
to  them,  that  he  appears  to  me  to  have  as- 
sumed very  extraordinary  grounds  of  reasim- 
ing.  He  denies  that  the  constitutionality  of  the 
bank  is  a  settled  qnestion.  If  it  be  not,  will  it 
ever  become  so,  or  what  disputed  qnestiiMi  can 
be  settled  t  I  have  already  observed,  tbst  for 
thirty-six  years  oat  of  the  forty-three,  dniiog 
which  the  Government  has  been  in  being,  a 
bank  bos  existed,  such  as  is  now  proposed  to 
be  continued. 

Aa  early  as  1791,  after  great  delibeiatiaB, 
the  first  bank  charter  was  pused  by  Ooapea, 
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ind  approved  hj  President  Wuhington.  It 
Mtabliabed  m  ioatitntioa,  reaetnblinK,  in  ill 
things  noT  objected  to,  the  present  beaic.  That 
ban^  like  this,  ooald  take  lands  in  pajment  of 
fts  debts ;  that  charter,  tike  the  present,  gave 
the  Btates  no  power  of  taxation ;  it  allowed 
fbrf  igneiB  to  hold  stock,  it  reatrained  Congress 
torn  treating  other  banks.  It  gave,  also,  ex- 
cbigve  privileges,  and  Id  all  partioalars  it  was, 
SMonling  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Message,  as 
objectioDsbte  ts  thM  now  existing.  Tbe  bank 
eoDtinned  twentj  years.  In  1816,  the  praaent 
inititDtion  was  established,  ftnd  has  been  ever 
BDoe  in  fill!  operation.  Now,  sir,  the  qnestion 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  such  inati- 
tations  has  been  contested  in  ever?  manner 
known  to  our  eonstitntion  and  laws.  The 
fonnJi  of  tbe  Govenunent  fomish  no  new  mode 
bi  which  to  try  this  qaestioQ.  It  has  been  di»- 
enned  over  and  over  again,  in  GonKress :  it  has 
beeo  irgned  and  soletnaly  ai^ndgea  in  the  8a- 
precM  Oonrt;  every  President,  except  the 
present,  has  considered  it  a  settled  qnestion; 
nuBf  of  the  State  Legislatures  have  instmcted 
their  Senators  to  vote  for  the  bank ;  the  tri- 
buula  of  the  States,  in  every  instance,  have 
mpKirted  its  constitntionality ;  and,  heyond 
tU  doubt  and.  dispute,  the  general  pnblic  opin- 
ion of  the  eonntry  has  at  all  times  nven,  and 
does  now  give,  its  ftill  sanction  &na  approba- 
tion CO  the  exercise  of  this  power  as  Ming  a 
constitationat  power.  There  nas  been  no  opin- 
ion questioning  the  power,  expressed,  or  inti- 
mited,  at  any  tim^  by  either  Honse  of  Con- 
fess, by  any  President,  or  by  any  respectable 
Judicial  tribanal.  Kow,  rir,  if  this  practice  of 
Heir  forty  years,  if  these  repeated  exertions  uf 
the  power,  if  this  solemn  u^ndication  of  the 
Supreme  Ooort,  with  the  concnrrence  and  ap- 
probation of  jmblio  opinion,  do  not  settle  the 
Qoe^on,  how  is  any  question  ever  to  be  set- 
tled, aboot  which  any  one  may  choose  to  raise 
s  donbt  t  Th«  argoment  of  the  Message,  npon 
the  oongrwrional  precedent^  ia  Mther  a  bold 
ud  groai  fidlacy,  or  else  it  is  an  Msertion  with- 
out pmob,  and  against  known  bets.  The  Mee- 
Mga  admits  that,  in  1791,  OongreM  decided  in 
broT  of  a  bank ;  bat  It  adds  that  another  Oon- 

nin  1811,  decided  agdnat  It  Kow,  If  it 
leant,  that.,  in  J8tl,  ConKress  decided 
r'  lit  the  bank  on  oonstitntional  ground,  then 
sssertion  is  wholly  incorrect  and  against 
notorioiiH  &ots.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
many  membera  in  both  Houses  voted  against 
the  bank  in  1811,  who  had  no  donbt  at  all  of 
the  coostitotinnal  power  of  Congress.  They 
*ere  entirely  governed  by  other  resBOna  given 
>t  the  time.  I  appeal,  air,  to  the  honorable 
member  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  8iirrH,)  who  waa 
then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  votod  against 
the  bank,  whether  he,  and  others  who  were  on 
the  same  side,  did  not  give  those  votes  on  other 
*ell-koown  grounds,  and  not  at  all  on  the  con- 
Kitational  gronnd. 

[Hr.  fiiirrR  here  rose,  and  said  that  he  voted 
agnnst  the  bank  in  1611,  bat  not  at  aU  on 
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constitntional  ^nnda,  uid  hod  no  donbt  sneh 
waa  the  oase  with  other  members.] 

We  all  know,  sir,  oontinned  Mr.  W.,  the  fact 
to  be  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has 
stated  it.  Every  man  who  reooUecta,>or  who 
has  read  the  political  oocorrenoes  of  that  day, 
knows  it.  iniereforo,  if  tbe  Meaaage  intends  to 
aay  that,  in  1811,  Con^reaa  denied  the  existenoe 
of  any  sneh  oonstitotional  power,  the  declara- 
tion ia  nnwarranted—is  -aliogetber  at  varioooe 
with  the  bets.  It,  on  the  other  hand,  it  only 
intenda  to  aay  that  Congreea  decided  against 
tlie  proposition  then  before  it,  on  some  other 
gronoda,  then  it  alleges  that  whicli  ia  nothing 
at  all  to  the  parpoee.  llie  argument,  then, 
either  asanmea  for  truth  that  which  ia  not  tme, 
or  elae  the  whole  statement  is  immaterial  and 
futile.  But,  whatever  value  others  may  attach 
to  this  argummit,  the  Ibatage  thinks  so  bi«hly 
of  it,  that  it  proceeds  to  repeat  it.  "  One  Con- 
gress," It  aays,  "in  1815,  decided  against  a 
bank;  another,  in  181 S,  decided  in  its  favor. 
There  ia  nothing  in  precedent,  tberefore,  which, 
if  its  authority  were  admitteid,  ought  to  weigh  • 
in  favor  of  ^e  act  before  me."  Now,  ur,  since 
it  isknowntothe  wholecoontry,  oneoannothnt 
wonder  how  it  ahonld  remun  unknown  to  tbe 
President,  that  Congress  did  not  decide  agwost 
a  bank  in  1S15.  On  the  contrary,  that  very 
Congress  passed  a  bill  for  oreating  a  Imnk  by 
very  large  m^orities.  In  one  form,  it  is  tme, 
the  bill  failed  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
hot  the  vote  was  reoonaidered,  the  bill  reoom- 
mitted,  and  fin^y  passed  by  a  vote  of  one  hun- 
dred  and  twenty  to  tlurty-nine.  There  ia, 
therefore,  not  only  no  solid  gronnd,  but  not 
even  any  plausible  pretenee,  lor  the  asaertion 
that  Congreaa,  in  181G,  decided  against  the 
bank.  That  very  Congress  passed  a  bill  to 
create  a  bank,  and  its  deoiMon,  therefore,  is 
precisely  the  other  way,  and  is  a  direct  practi- 
cal precedent  in  favor  of  the  oonatatntional 
power.  What  are  we  to  think  of  a  oonaUta- 
tional  argument,  whiah  deala  in  this  way  with 
hlatorioal  facta)  When  the  Message  declares, 
as  it  does  declare,  that  there  ia  nothing  in  preo- 
edent  which  ought  to  weigh  in  favor  of  the 
power,  it  sets  at  naught  repeated  acts  of  Con- 
greaa affirming  tlie  power,  and  it  also  states 
other  acts. which  were,  in  f^ct,  and  which  are 
well  known  to  have  tteen  directly  tbe  re- 
verse of  what  the  Meaaage  repreaenia  them. 
There  ia  not,  air,  the  alighteet  reason  to  think 
that  any  Senate,  or  any  Honse  of  Itepresenta- 
tives,  ever  assembled  under  the  constitation, 
contained  a  m^ority  that  doubted  the  conatJta- 
tional  existence  of  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establish  «  bank.  Whenever  the  qnestion  has 
arisen,  and  has  been  decided,  it  has  been 
always  decided  one  way.  The  legialative  prece- 
dents all  assert  and  maintain  tbe  power;  and 
these  legialative  preoedenta  have  been  tbe  law 
of  tbe  land  for  almost  forty  years.  They  settle 
the  conatrnotion  of  the  constitution,  and  sano- 
tion  the  exercise  of  the  power  In  qnestion  so 
tu  aa  these  ends  can  ever  he  aecomplialied  by 
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aaj  legislative  precedents  whatever.  But  the 
President  does  not  admit  the  anthorit?  of  prec- 
edent. Sir,  I  have  alwajs  found  tiist  those 
who  habitnally  denj  most  vehementlj  the  gen- 
eral force  of  precedent,  and  BBsert  moat  stronglj 
the  mpremaoj  of  private  opinion,  are  yet,  of  all 
men,  most  t^scioua  of  that  very  anthoritj  of 

Srecedent  whenever  it  happens  to  be  in  ttieir 
ivor.  I  beg  leave  to  uk,  sir,  npon  what 
KTOond,  except  that  of  precedent,  (uid  prece- 
dent alone,  the  President  a  Mends  have  placed 
his  power  of  removal  from  office.  No  snoh 
power  is  given  bj  the  conatitation  in  terms, 
nor  snywhera  intimated  thronghont  the  whole 
of  it ;  no  paragraph  or  clause  of  that  instm- 
ment  recognizee  sach  a  power.  To  say  the 
least,  it  is  as  questionable,  and  has  been  as  often 
qnestioned,  aa  the  power  of  Congress  to  create 
a  l)ank ;  and,  enlightened  by  what  has  passed 
under  oor  own  oliservatioD,  we  dow  see  that  it 
is,  of  all  powers,  the  most  capable  of  flagrant 
abase.  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  again,  what  becomes 
of  this  power,  if  the  antbority  of  precedent  be 
'  taken  away  ?  It  has  all  along  been  denied  to 
exist,  it  is  nowhere  found  in  the  conatitntioo, 
and  its  recent  exercise,  or,  to  call  things  by 
their  right  names,  its  recent  abuse,  has,  more 
than  any  other  single  canse,  rendered  good 
men  either  cool  in  their  affectioDS  towards  the 
Qovemment  of  their  country,  or  donbtful  of  its 
long  continnance.  Tet  this  power  has  prece- 
dent, and  the  President  eiercises  it.  We 
know,  sir,  that  without  the  aid  of  that  prece- 
dent, bis  acta  could  never  have  received  the 
sanction  of  this  body,  even  at  a  time  when  his 
Toioe  was  somewhat  more  potential  here  than 
it  now  is,  or,  as  I  trust,  ever  agiun  will  he. 

Does  the  Prendent,  then,  reject  the  author- 
ity of  all  precedent,  except  what  is  suitable  to 
his  own  purposes  to  use  I  .And  does  he  use, 
without  stint  or  measure,  all  precedents  which 
may  augment  his  own  power,  or  gratify  his 
wishes )  Bat  if  tlie  President  thinks  lightly  of 
the  authority  of  Congress,  in  coostrumg  the 
ooDstitntion,  he  thinks  still  more  lightly  of  the 
authority  of  the  Supreme  Oourt.  He  asserts  a 
right  of  individual  judgment  on  oonstitntional 
questions,  which  is  totally  incoDsist«nt  with 
any  proper  administration  of  the  Government, 
or  any  regnlor  execution  of  the  Iwws.  Social 
disorder,  entire  uncertainty  in  ri^rd  to  indi- 
vidual rights,  and  individual  duties,  the  cessa- 
tion of  lM;al  anthority,  confusion,  the  dissolu- 
tion of  free  Government — all  these  are  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  the  principles  adopt- 
ed by  the  Meiieflge,  whenever  they  shall  be 
carried  to  their  full  extent.  Hitherto  it  has 
been  thought  that  the  final  deoision  of  constitu- 
tional questions  belonged  to  the  supreme  Jndi- 
otal  tribunal.  The  very  nature  of  nee  Govern- 
ment, it  has  been  supposed,  enjoins  this :  and 
our  constitution,  moreover,  has  been  under- 
stood so  to  provide,  clearly  and  expressly.  It 
is  true  that  each  branch  of  the  Legislatare  has 
an  undoubted  right,  in  the  exeroise  of  ite  func- 
tions, to  o<muder  the  constitutionality  of  a  law 
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proposed  to  be  passed.  This  is  DatnraUj  ■  put 
of  its  duty,  and  neither  branoh  can  be  compelled 
to  pass  any  law,  or  do  any  other  act,  wbicfa  it 
deems  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  its  canstito- 
tional  power.  The  President  has  the  aameri^t 
when  a  bill  is  presented  for  his  approval;  fbrbs 
is,  donbtiess,  bound  to  consider,  in  all  euei, 
whethtr  such  will  be  compatible  with  the  con- 
stitntion,  and  whether  he  con  approve  it  eon- 
sistentiy  with  his  oath  of  office.  But.  when  ■ 
law  has  been  passed  by  Congress,  and  approved 
by  the  Prenoeut,  it  is  now  no  longer  b  the 
power,  either  of  the  same  President,  or  Lis  too- 
oeesora,  to  say  whether  the  law  is  constittitiDDil 
or  not.  He  is  not  at  liberty  to  disregard  it; 
he  is  not  at  liberty  to  feel  or  to  affect  "  emati- 
totional  BcTupIet^"  and  to  sit  in  judgment  hus- 
self  on  the  validity  of  a  statute  of  uie  Goven- 
ment,  and  to  nullify  it  if  he  so  chooaea.  After 
a  law  has  passed  through  all  the  requimte 
forms ;  after  it  has  received  the  requisite  lep»- 
lative  sanction  and  the  Executive  approval,  the 
question  of  its  ooustitationality  then  becouKi  ■ 

Klicial  question,  and  a  judicial  question  alone, 
the  courts,  that  question  may  be  nised, 
Xed,  and  adjudged ;  it  can  be  Bc|judged  do- 
re  else. 
The  Prendent  is  as  much  bound  by  the  law 
as  any  private  citizen,  and  can  no  more  coattst 
its  validity  thou  any  private  citJsen.  He  msy 
refuse  to  obey  the  law,  and  so  may  a  private 
citizen  ;  but  both  do  it  at  their  own  peril,  ind 
neither  of  them  can  settle  the  question  of  its 
validity.  The  Preeident  may  say  a  taw  is  ait- 
constitutional,  but  he  is  not  the  judge.  Who 
is  to  dedde  that  question?  The  judlmrv, 
alone,  possesses  this  unquestionable  and  hith- 
erto unquestioned  right.  The  Judiciorr  is  the 
constitutional  tribunal  of  appeal,  for  tue  ctti- 
zena,  against  both  Congress  and  Uie  Executive 
in  regvd  to  the  constitutionality  of  laws.  It 
has  tnis  Jurisdiction  expressly  conferred  upon 
it ;  and  when  it  has  decided  the  qneetim,  its 
Judgment  must,  from  the  very  nature  ot  all 
judgments  that  are  final,  and  fi^m  which  ther* 
IS  no  appeal,  be  conclnsive.  Hitherto,  thti 
opinion,  and  a  correspondent  practice,  have 
prevuled  in  America,  with  all  wise  and  consid- 
erate men.  If  it  were  otherwise,  theie  irould 
he  no  government  of  laws;  but  we  should  all 
live  under  the  government,  the  rale,  the  ca- 
prices of  individuals.  Jf  we  depart  from  the 
observance  of  these  salutarr  prinei]de^  the 
Executive  power  becomes  at  once  purely  d«- 
potio ;  for  the  President,  if  the  prmcipis  and 
the  reasoning  of  the  Message  be  sound,  may 
either  execute,  or  not  execute,  the  laws  of  the 
Isud,  according  to  his  sovereiRu  pleasure.  He 
may  refuse  to  put  into  execution  one  lav,  pro- 
nounced valid  by  all  the  branches  of  tba  Gor- 
ernment,  and  yet  execute  another,  which  may 
have  been,  by  constitutional  authority,  pro- 
nounced void.  On  the  argument  of  ths  Mes- 
sage, the  President  of  the  United  States  holds, 
under  a  new  pretence,  a  dispenriug  power  over 
the  lawB,  as  absolate  as  was  diitnea  by  JmM 
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tlw  Second  of  EiiKlsnd,  a  month  before  ho  was 
compelled  to  fly  Die  kingdoni.  That  which  U 
Dov  claimed  for  tLe  Freeident  ia,  in  trath,  noth- 
ing Uet,  aod  nothing  elae,  than  the  old  dispens- 
ing  power  asserted  b j  the  £ings  of  England  in 
tbe  wont  of  timee — the  Tery  climax,  indeed  of 
ill  the  prqtoaterons  pretenaioni  of  the  Tedor 
ud  the  SUiart  races. 

Aeoording  to  the  doctrinea  pnt  forth  by  the 
KesideDt,  ^thongh  Oongrew  msj  have  passed 
a  Uv,  and  klthoogh  the  Supreme  Conrt  maj 
hire  pronouDced  it  conHtitntioaai,  jet  it  ia, 
aeTertlielesa,  no  law  at  all,  If  he,  in  hie  good 
}d«uare,  sees  fit  to  deny  ita  effect;  in  other 
Torda,  to  repeal  and  annul  it.  Sir,  no  FreM- 
deot,  and  no  paUio  man,  ever  before  advanced 
neh  doctrinea  in  the  face  of  the  oBtion.  There 
Mver  wae  before  a  moment  in  which  an;  Pres- 
ident would  have  been  tolerated  in  asserting 
mch  a  claim  to  deapotlo  power.  After  Oon- 
gT«n  baa  paased  the  law,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  has  prononnoed  its  jndgment  on  the  verj 
poiot  in  DOntroveray,  the  Freeident  has  set  np 
oil  own  private  jadgment  against  its  conatitn- 
tioaal  interpretation.  It  ia  to  be  remembered, 
nr,  that  it  is  the  present  law,  it  ia  the  act  of 
1BI6,  it  ia  the  present  charter  of  the  bank, 
wbiob  the  Frenaent  prononnoes  to  be  nncon- 
etitotioD^  It  is  no  Dank  to  be  created,  it  ia 
DO  law  proposed  to  be  passed,  which  bo  de- 
Donncea ;  it  is  the  law  now  esisting,  passed  bj 
CoDgren,  approved  b;  Preiiident  Hadison,  and 
nnctioDed  07  a  solemn  Jndnnent  of  the  Sn- 
[veme  Conrt,  which  ha  now  dedarea  nnoonsti- 
tutional,  and  which,  of  coorse,  so  for  as  it  may 
depend  on  him,  cannot  be  execnted. 

If  these  opinions  of  the  President  bo  maJn- 
taioed,  there  is  an  end  of  all  law  and  all  jadi* 
dial  uithority.  Btatntes  are  bat  recommenda- 
tiona,  judgmente  no  more  than  opinions.  Both 
are  eqaal^  desUtote  of  binding  force.  Such  a 
imivenal  power  as  is  now  olaimed  for  him,  a 
power  of  Judging  over  tbe  laws,  and  over  tJie 
oecinons  of  the  ijibmial,  is  nothing  else  than 
pore  despotism.  If  conceded  to  him,  it  makes 
Dim,  at  once,  what  Lonis  the  Fourteenth  pro- 
dumed  himaelf  to  be,  when  he  said,  "  I  am  the 
SUte." 

The  Supreme  Conrt  has  onanimonstj  de- 
clared and  adjudged  that  the  existing  bank  is 
created  by  a  constitutional  law  of  Oongresa. 
Aa  has  been  before  observed,  tliis  bank,  so  far 
1)  the  present  question  is  oonoemed,  is  like 
Uiat  which  was  eetablUbed  in  1791  by  Wash- 
iugtoo,  and  aanctioned  bj  the  great  men  of 
that  daj.  Id  every  form,  therefore,  in  which 
lbs  question  con  be  raised,  it  has  been  raised, 
and  lias  been  settled.  Every  process,  and  every 
mode  of  trial  known  to  the  oonatitntion  and 
laws,  has  been  exbaosted ;  and  always,  and 
wiibrat  eioeptjon,  the  v^idity  has  been  in 
bvor  of  Uie  law.  Bnt  all  this  practice,  all  this 
precedent,  all  tliis  pnblic  approbation,  all  this 
wlemn  adjudication  directly  on  the  point,  is  to 
be  disregarded  and  rejected,  and  the  constitn- 
tioaal  power  Satly  denied.    And.  sir,  if  we  are 


startled  at  this  concliwon,  our  surpriiie  will  not 
be  lessened  when  we  examine  the  ailment  by 
which  it  is  maintained.  By  the  oonstltation, 
Oungress  is  antborized  to  pass  all  laws  "  necea- 
aary  and  proper  "  for  carrying  its  own  te^la- 
tive  powers  into  effect.  Congress  has  deemed 
a  bank  to  be  "  necessary  and  proper  "  for  theae 
purpoeea,  and  it  has,  therefore,  established  a 
Dank.  Bnt  althongh  the  law  has  been  passed, 
and  the  bank  established,  and  the  oonstitn- 
tional  validity  of  its  charter  solemnly  a^jnd^ed, 
yet  the  President  prononnoes  it  nnconatitn. 
tional,  becanae  some  of  &e  powers  bestowed 
on  the  bank  are,  in  bia  opinion,  not  necessary 
or  proper.  It  wonld  appear  that  powers  which, 
in  1791  and  1818,  in  the  time  of  Washington, 
and  in  tbe  time  of  Madison,  were  deemed  "  ne- 
cessary and  proper,"  are  no  longer  to  be  so 
regarded,  and  therefore  the  bank  te  nnconstitn- 
tional.  It  has  really  'Come  to  this,  that  the 
constitntionality  of  a  bank  ia  to  depend  npon 
the  opinion  which  one  partionlar  man  may 
form  of  the  utility  or  necessity  of  some  of  the 
clauses  of  its  charter.  If  that  individual 
chooses  to  think  that  a  particular  power  con- 
tained in  the  charter  is  not  necesaarr  to  the 
proper  constitution  of  the  bank,  then  Uie  act  ia 
unconstitntional. 

Hitherto  it  has  always  been  supposed  that 
tbe  qnestion  was  of  a  very  different  nature.  It 
has  been  thought  that  the  policy  of  granting  a 
particular  charter  may  be  materially  dependent 


constitutionality  has  never  before  been  under- 
stood to  torn  on  such  points.  This  would  be 
making  its  constitutionality  depend  on  anbordl' 
nate  questions,  on  questions  of  expediency,  and 
questions  of  detail ;  npon  that  which  one  man 
may  think  necessary,  and  another  may  not.  If 
the  constitutional  question  were  made  to  hinge 
on  matters  of  this  kind,  how  could  it  ever  be 
decided  ?  AH  wonld  depend  on  conjecture,  on 
the  complexional  feeling,  on  tbe  prejudices,  on 
the  passions  of  individuals ;  or  more  or  lees 
practical  skill,  or  correct  jadrment,  in  regard 
to  banking  operations,  among  tnose  who  should 
be  the  judges;  on  tbe  impulse  of  momentary 
interest,  party  objects,  or  personal  purposes. 
Put  tbe  question,  m  this  manner,  to  a  court  of 
seven  judges,  to  decide  whether  a  particular 
hank  was  cooatitntional,  and  it  might  be  doubt- 
ful whether  they  could  come  to  any  result,  as 
they  might  well  hold  very  various  opinions  on 
the  practical  utility  of  many  clanses  of  the 
charter. 

The  question,  in  that  case,  would  be,  not 
whether  tbe  bank,  in  its  general  frame,  charac- 
ter, and  objects,  was  a  proper  instrument  te 
carry  into  effect  tbe  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  whether  tbe  particular  powers, 
direct  or  Incidental,  confen^  on  a  particular 
bank,  were  better  calculated  than  all  others  to 
give  saooess  to  its  operations.  For  if  not,  then 
the  charter  wonld  be  nnworranted,  according 
to  this  sort  of  reasoning,  by  the  constitution. 
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This  mode  of  ooDitmiiig  the  oonsfiuitiaa  is  oer- 
tainlj  B  novel  diMsoverr.  lu  merita  belong  en- 
tirely U^  the  Prastdent  and  hia  sdvisen.  As- 
cording  to  this  mle  of  Interpretation,  If  the 
President  sbonld  be  of  mimon  thst  tbe  caoital 
of  the  bank  was  larger,  br  s  thonaand  dtdlars, 
than  it  ought  to  be ;  or  that  the  time  fbr  the 
oontinoance  of  the  obarter  was  a  ^ear  too 
Ions ;  or  that  it  wbb  nnnecMaMT  to  reqidie  it, 
nnder  pecaltj,  to  pay  specie;  or  neeolMs  to 
proTide  fbr  punishing,  aa  fbrger;,  the  oonnter- 
feiting  of  its  bills;  dther  of  these  reasons 
woold  be  mfflolent  to  render  the  ctiarter.  in  his 
opinion,  nnoonstitntionel,  invalid,  and  nnga- 
tory.  This  is  a  legitimate  onnclnaion  from  the 
aiYHment.  Sach  a  view  of  the  subject  has  oer- 
taml7  never  before  been  taken.  This  strun  of 
reasoning  has  hitherto  not  been  heard  within 
the  Halls  of  OoDsress,  nor  has  auj'  one  ven- 
tured apon  it  before  the  tribnDals  of  Justice. 
The  first  exhibition,  its  first  ^ipearanoe,  as  aD 
argnment,  is  in  a  Message  of  tbe  Prtddent  of 
the  United  BUUes.  Aooording  to  that  mode  of 
oonvtming  tbe  oonetitntion,  whioh  was  adopted 
bjrOongress  in  17S1,  and  approved  by  WMfa-' 
ington,  and  which  has  been  sanctkoied  bj  the 
jndgment  of  the  Sapreme  Conrt,  and  affirmed 
oj  the  practice  of  near  forty  years,  the  qveft- 
tion  npon  the  constitntionality  of  the  bank  in- 
volves two  Inquiries :  first,  whether  a  bank,  in 
its  general  character,  and  with  regard  to  the 
general  objeota  with  whioh  banks  are  nsnally 
connected,  be,  in  itself  a  fit  means,  a  saitable 
instrument,  to  cany  mto  afibot  the  powers 
granted  to  tbe  Government.  . 

If  it  be  so,  then  the  seoond,  and  the  tmly' 
other  qaestioa  is,  whether  the  powers  given  in 
a  particolar  charter  are  appropriate  for  a  bank. 
If  they  are  powers  whioh  are  impropriate  for  a 
bank,  powers  whioh  Oongress  mty  Eiirly  oon- 
sider  to  t>e  nseftil  to  the  bank  or  the  oonntry, 
then  Oonn^as  may  confer  theae  powers;  be- 
ttuise  the  discretion  to  be  exerdaea  in  framing 
the  consUtntJon  of  the  bank  belongs  to  Oon- 
gress. One  man  may  think  the  granted  pow> 
ers  not  indispensable  to  tbe  partionlar  bonk; 
another  ma,j  suppose  them  iiOndidoos,  or  it^a- 
rioQs;  a  third  may  Imagine  that  other  powers, 
if  granted  in  their  stead,  woold  be  more  bene- 
ficial ;  bnt  all  these  are  matters  of  expediency, 
aboot  which  men  may  difi'er ;  and  the  power 
of  dedding  upon  them  belongs  to  Oongress, 
1  ag^n  repeat,  sir,  that  i^  for  reasons  of  this 
kind,  the  President  sees  fit  to  negative  a  bill, 
on  tne  ground  of  its  being  inexpedient  or  im- 
politic,  he  has  a  right  to  do  so ;  bnt  remember, 
sir,  that  we  ore  now  on  the  constitutional  qnes- 
tion.  Remember,  that  the  argnment  of  the 
President  Is,  that  becanse  powers  were  given 
to  the  bank  by  the  charter  of  1318,  whioh  be 
thinks  not  neoesesary,  that  cbarter  is  nnconsti- 
tntionaL  Now,  sir,  it  will  hardly  be  denied, 
or  rather  it  was  not  denied  or  doubted  before 
this  Message  came  to  ns,  that,  if  there  was  to 
be  a  bank,  the  powers  and  daties  of  that  bank 
must  b«  prescribed  in  the  law  creating  iL    No- 


body  but  Oongrev,  it  has  bem  thought,  mmU 
mnt  these  ]>owen  and  privil^es,  or  presnibt 
their  limitanons.  -  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  ths 
Message  pretty  plmniy  intimatM  &)*  the  PTMi- 
dent  snonld  have  been  first  oonsitlted,  and  thst 
he  shonld  have  had  the  framing  oT  the  bill ; 
hot  we  are  not  yet  aoemtamwd  to  that  otim  of 
thinss,  in  enacting  laws,  itor  do  I  kaow  a 
parallel  to  this  dabn,  Urns  now  bron^  for- 
ward,  except  that,  in  aoma  peeoliar  tmm  h 
Engund,  highly  aflleoting  the  n^al  pren^ 
tives,  the  assent  of  the  mooareh  is  ■acMsatj, 
before  either  the  Honse  of  Paeia  ov  hi*  llsj»- 
ty's  faithful  ConunoBi  are  pennitted  to  act 
upon  the  solgect,  or  to  entertain  ita  oaomlm*' 
tion.  Bot  BOpposing,  air,  that  oor  meeaitmati 
forms  and  onr  repnUioan  prinripW  ai*  stS  to 


■nd  that  the  Freaideathaa  notUng  to  da  «ilh 
it  till  U  is  presented  fbr  his  approval,  Hnu  it  ■ 
clear  that  the  powen  and  dntin  of  a  ^vfMsed 
bank,  and  all  the  terms  and  eowdittcwa  mneied 
to  it,  most,  in  the  first  |daoe,  be  aettiad  byCw- 
gress.  This  power,  ^if  oonstitntimal  at  sU,  la 
only  oonstitntiooal  in  the  bands  of  CoagrMs. 
Anywhere  else,  its  exeroise  would  be  pliia 
usarpation.  1^  then,  the  antboritj  to  decida 
what  powers  ooght  to  be  granted  to  a  b«Bk  be- 
long to  Oongress,  and  Oongr«aa  shall  have  ex* 
ercised  that  power,  it  woud  seem  little  bettcf 
than  absurd  to  say  that  ita  act,  iiiiiiiillinlMa, 
wotild  be  nnconstitDtional  and  invalid,  it,  » 
the  opinion  of  a  third  party,  it  had  nn^adgsd, 
on  a  qnestioo  of  expediency,  in  the  si  i  sagii 
ment  of  details.  According  to  snch  •  mods  <t 
reasoning,  a  mistake  in  tbe  emoise  of  jnibdif 
tion  takes  aw^  the  Jnrisdiction,  K  Ooagrai 
dedde  right,  its  decwion  m«y  stand ;  if  it  4»- 
aide  wrong,  its  deoiti<m  is  nngatory ;  and, 
whether  its  decirion  be  right  a 

is  to  jn4       

making  t 

exduBivelj  in  Congreea.  Thia  is  the  end  to 
whioh  the  argnment  of  the  Message  witt  mb- 
dact  its  followers.  Sir,  in  oonaidNniig  ths  so- 
thority  of  Congreaa  to  invest  the  bank  with 
tbe  particolar  power*  granted  to  it,  the  tDoniT 
is  not,  and  cannot  be,  how  ^nirapriate  UHsa 
powers  are,  bnt  whether  they  be  at  all  qipre- 
priate ;  whether  they  oome  within  the  rangtcf 
ajuat  and  honest  discrettm;  whetlterGo^** 
may  fairly  esteem  them  to  he  noMsmy.  Tto 
qnestion  is  not,  are  tJtey  tba  flItMt  mesas,  the 
best  means,  or  whether  the  bank  might  not  be 
established  without  them ;  but  tbe  qnertiM  i^ 
are  they  sneh  as  Oongress,  b»na  JUd,  mn  hsvs 
regarded  as  appropriate  to  the  end.  If  sq 
other  rule  were  to  be  adopted,  nothing  esaU 
ever  be  settled.  A  law  would  be  cenilita- 
tional  to-day,  and  nnconstitational  to-momw> 
Its  oonstitutionality  wonld  altogether  iipni 
npon  individnal  opinion,  on  a  matter  <f  ■■■• 
expediency.  Indeed,  snoh  a  case  as  that  is  mv 
actaally  before  ns.  Mr.  Madison  deemed  tbt 
powen  given  to  the  bank,  in  its  present  <hv> 
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tar,  proper  and  mac  wry.  He  hdd  the  bank, 
tlmelbn,  to  be  eonititirtiouL  Bat  tbe  pros- 
cat  FnndMit,  not  uknoirledciDg  that  tbe 
power  «r  dedoing  m  thoM  pobita  ro«ta  with 
Otmgnm,  nor  with  Ommaa  ud  th»  then 
Pieudent,  bat,  eetlliig  up  bi*  own  opiiuona  as 
the  Manderd,  dwdnM  um  law  now  in  beinf 
■seoaatitntional,  beceoM  the  powera  graotod 
17  it  arc^  in  hi*  eitimatiao,  not  neoevarj  and 
proper.  I  praj  to  be  informed,  lir,  whether, 
Dpoa  iiaiUar  Krotmdt  of  reatonmg,  the  Freii- 
Mnt'i  own  BOMme  for  a  bonk,  if  Oongroai 
riHndd  do  ao  nnlikaly  t,  thing  aa  to  adopt  it, 
voold  not  beoome  onoonititational  alac^  if  it 
riioDld  M  happen  that  hia  meeewor  ihoam  hold 
hii  bank  in  •«  li^t  esteem  «a  be  holds  Urate 
HtaUiebed  under  the  ansfnoea  of  Waahingtcm 
ndJUdiaon. 

If  the  reaaonJng  of  tbe  Meenage  be  w^ 
Emnded,  it  la  clear  A«t  the  oharter  of  the  ex- 
iBtingbaakbBotalaw.  The  hank  baa  no  legal 
eiisteoee;  itUnotreaponaiblet«  OoTenunent; 
it  hat  no  anthorilT  to  aet ;  it  ia  incopeble  of 
being  an  agent;  the  Preiident  may  b«at  it  aa 
a  nuUitf  to^nofTOw,  withdraw  trtm  it  all  the 
{Mblio  d^todtt,  and  aet  afloat  all  the  eziitiDg 
utiMul  arrangements  cf  revMtne  and  flnaiioe. 
It  is  eaoogh  to  atote  tbeae  monatroaa  oonse- 
fDMioea,  to  show  that  the  doetrine,  prinoitdea, 
and  pretenciona  of  tbe  Ifoaaage  are  eotir^ 
inoeniiiteiit  with  a  Govenunrat  of  laws.  If 
that  wbieb  Oongren  hot  enacted  be  not  the 
law  of  die  land,  then  the  rdgn  of  tbe  law  has 
eeaaad,  and  the  rugn  of  indivldaal  opinion  baa 
alteadr  b^tu>> 

What  ia  oalled  the  "  monopoly,"  is  made  the 
nUeet  of  repeated  rehearaat,  in  tenni  of  «pe- 
aal  eompluDt.  Bj  this  "  monopoly  "  I  gnp- 
poie  ia  nndcoMood  the  reatriction  oontained  in 
the  oharter,  that  Oongresi  shall  not,  daring  the 
twcn^  yeora,  create  anoUier  bonk.  Now,  nr, 
let  me  ask,  who  would  think  of  creating  a 
bank,  inritin^  stodjiddera  into  it,  with  lu^ ' 
laTMmrala,  nnporing  opon  it  heavy  dutiea,  as 
CMueoted  with  the  Qoremment,  reomving  [ 
MHM  milUona  (rf  ddlara  u  a  boaoo,  or  pre- ' 
nuom,  and  yet  retaining  the  power  of  grant- 
ing, the  next  day,  another  charter,  which 
weald  deatroy  the  whole  valne  of  the  fint? 
If  lUt  be  aa  nnoonstitatlonB]  restraint  on  Oon- 
gitm,  the  oooBtitiitioa  most  be  strangely  at  va- 
rianea  with  the  dietales  both  of  good  aeaae  and 
•onnd  monli.  Did  not  tbe  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States  contain  a  nmilar  reatriction  t 
Aod  have  not  the  States  granted  bank  char- 
tan,  with  a  condition  thiit.  if  the  oharter 
•honld  be  accepted,  they  would  not  grant  oth- 
tnt  Btelee  have  oert^nly  done  so;  and,  in 
sme  inatancea,  where  no  bonos  or  preminm 
«as  paid  st  all,  but  fh>m  the  mero  desire  to 
give  effect  to  the  charter,  by  iDdnclng  individ- 
luli  to  aeo^  it,  and  ornniie  the  institntioo, 
Tbe  Preaident  declares  that  this  reotrietlon  is 
>ot  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  tbe  bank : 
but  that  is  tbe  very  thing  whidi  Oongrees  and 
^~       '  n  office  were  called  on  to  de- 
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cide,  and  whtoh  tbey  did  decide,  when  tbe  one 
passed,  and  the  otlier  approved  the  act  And 
he  has  now  no  more  onthortty  to  prononnce  his 
jad^ment  on  that  act,  than  any  other  indiTid- 
naJ  m  society.  It  ia  not  bis  province  to  decide 
on  the  coostitntionality  of  statntes  which  Oon- 
gress  has  passed,  and  bid  predeoeaaora  (q>proved. 
There  la  another  sentiment,  in  this  part  of 
the  Message,  which  we  shoold  hardly  have  ex- 
pected to  find  in  a  paper  wblcb  b  anppoeed, 
whoever  may  have  drawn  It  np,  to  have  passed 
onder  the  review  of  profiMMoual  characters. 
The  Message  declares  that  this  llmttolion  to 
create  no  other  bank  is  onoonadtntional.  be- 
oonse,  although  Oongrees  may  ote  the  disoro- 
tion  vested  in  them,  "thst  they  may  not  limit 
the  discretion  of  their  anocenora."  This  re»- 
BOo  is  almost  too  saperfldal  to  reqnire  an  an- 
swer. Every  one  at  all  acoostomed  to  tbe  ooiv 
sideratioo  of  snch  snlj'*'^  knowa  that  every 
Congress  can  bind  its  BoeoesBors  to  the  same 
extent  that  it  can  bind  itself:  the  power  of 
Oottgress  is  always  the  same ;  the  authority  of 
law  always  the  lame.  It  is  true  we  spe^  of 
the  twentieth  Oongress,  and  the  twenty-first 
OoDgress,  bat  this  is  only  to  denote  the  period 
of  time,  or  to  mark  the  snceesrive  periodical 
elections  of  its  members.  As  a  politic  body, 
as  the  legislative  power  ot  the  Oovemmen^ 
Oongress  is  alwaya  oontinnou^  alwaya  identi- 
cal A  particnlar  Oongreaa,  as  we  speak  of  it, 
for  instance,  the  preaent  Congress,  can  no  fhr- 
Uier  restrain  itself  from  doing  what  It  may 
chance  to  do  at  the  next  scasiMi,  than  it  can 
restrain  any  saooeeding  Oongreaa  fr<nn  doing 
what  it  may  choose.  Any  Oongress  may  re- 
peal tlie  act  or  law  of  its  predecessor,  if  in  its 
uatare  it  be  repeolable,  Just  aa  it  may  repeal  ita 
own  act;  and  if  a  law,  or  an  act,  be  irrepeol- 
oUe  in  its  nature,  it  can  no  more  be  repealed 
by  a  BobseqneDt  Oongress  than  l^  that  which 
passed  it.  All  this  is  familiar  to  everybody. 
And  Oongreaa,  like  every  other  Legidatnre, 
often  passes  sots  which,  b^ng  in  the  nature  of 
grants,  or  contraeta,  are  frrepcalable  ever  afier- 
wardsi  Tlie  MeesoM,  in  a  strain  of  orgnment 
which  it  ia  diffioalt  to  treat  with  wlinary 
respect,  deolarea  that  this  restriction  on  the 
power  of  Congress,  as  to  the  establishment  of 
other  banks,  is  a  palpable  attempt  to  amend 
the  oonstitation  by  an  act  of  legislation.  The 
reason  on  which  this  otiBervatfon  purports 
to  be  fonnded,  is,  that  Congress,  by  the  oon- 
atitntion,  is  to  have  exclnsive  iegiriation  over 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  when  the  bank 
oharter  declares  that  Oongress  will  create  no 
new  bank  wittiin  the  District,  it  annuls  the 
power  of  eiclosivc  legislation  1  I  must  say 
that  this  reasoning  hardly  risee  high  enongfa  to 
entitle  it  to  a  passing  notice.  It  would  be 
doing  too  much  credit  to  call  it  plansible.  So 
needs  to  be  informed  that  exclusive  power 


power  be  unlimited  tliat  cannot  reetrwn  itseU^ 
titat  cannot  brad  itself  by  oontroot  I    Whether, 
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9  an  indivIdQ&I,  that 
trained  which  is  not 
capable  of  bindiOR  itself  b;  ordinary  obliga- 
tloD.  Every  L^idntnre  binds  itaelf  whenever 
It  makes  a  grant,  enters  ioto  a  contract,  be- 
rtows  an  office,  or  does  any  other  act  or  thing 
which  is  in  its  nature  irrepealable.  And  this, 
instead  of  detracting  from  its  legialative  power, 
is  one  of  the  modes  of  exeroiung  that  power. 
And  the  legislative  power  of  Congress  over  the 
Diutrict  of  Colambia  wonld  not  be  ftill  and 
complete  if  it  might  not  make  Jnit  such  a  «tip- 
nlation  as  the  bank  charter  contains. 

I  beg  leave  to  repeat,  lit.  President,  that 
what  I  have  now  been  conrndertng  are  the  Pres- 
ident's objections  not  to  the  poller  °f  expedi- 
ency, bat  to  the  oonstitntionalitj  of  the  lank ; 
and  not  to  the  oonstitntionality  of  an/  new  or 
proposed  bank,  bat  of  the  bank  as  it  now  is, 
and  as  it  baa  long  existed.  If  the  President 
had  declined  to  approve  this  hill  becaaae  he 
tboagbt  the  original  charter  anwieelj  granted, 
and  the  bank,  in  point  of  policy  and  eipedien- 
ey,  otgectionable  or  miBchievona,  and  in  tltat 
view  only  had  snggested  the  reasons  now  urged 
by  him,  his  argoraent,  however  inconclnsive, 
wonld  have  1>een  intelligible,  and  not,  in  its 
whole  frame  and  scope,  inconsistent  with  all 
well-established  first  principles.  Bis  rejection 
of  the  hilt,  in  that  case,  wonld  have  been,  no 
doobt,  on  extraordinary  exercise  of  power; 
bnt  it  wonld  have  been,  nevertheless,  the  exer- 
'  oise  of  a  power  belonging  to  bis  office,  and 
trnsted  by  tfae  oonstitntion  to  his  discretion. 
But  when  he  pnts  ftvth  an  array  of  argnmenta, 
■nob  u  the  Ifesaage  employs,  not  against  die 
expediency  of  the  baa'k,  bnt  against-  its  consti- 
totionol  existence,  he  confbnnds  bU  distinc- 
tions, mixes  qnestiona  of  policy  and  qneetions 
of  right  togetiier,  and  tuiiis  all  constitntional 
restraints  into  mere  matters  of  opinion.  As 
far  as  its  power  extends,  either  in  its  direct 
effects,  or  as  B  precedent,  tlie  Uessege  not  only 
nnsettles  every  thing  which  has  l>een  settled 
under  the  constitntion,  bnt  wonld  show,  also, 
that  the  constitotion  itself  is  atterly  incapable 
of  any  fixed  constmction,  or  definite  interpre- 
tation; and  that  there  Is  no  possibility  of 
establishing,  by  its  authority,  any  practdoal  lim- 
itations on  the  powers  of  the  respectiTe  branch- 
es of  the  Oovemment. 

When  the  Message  denies,  as  it  does,  the  an- 
thority  of  the  Sapreme  Court  to  decide  on  con- 
stitntional qaestions,  it  effects,  so  far  as  the 
opinion  of  the  President  and  liis  anthority  can 
effect,  a  complete  change  in  onr  Qovemment. 
It  does  two  things :  first,  it  converts  a  obnsti- 
tntional  limitation  of  power  into  mere  matters 
of  opinion,  and  then  strikes  tfae  jndicial  departs 
ment,  as  an  efficient  department,  one  ot'  onr 
system.  Bnt  the  Message  by  no  means  stops 
It  this  point.    Having  denied  to  Congress 


ing  erected  tbejadgment  of  the  President  him- 
raf  into  k  standard  by  which  to  try  the  consti- 


tntional character  of  sach  powera,  and  hating 
denounced  the  anthority  of  the  Supreme  Cotut, 
and  decided  finally  on  MRistitntional  qnestioMj 
the  M esBsge  proceeds  to  elaim  for  the  PnA- 
dent,  not  Uie  power  of  approval,  bat  th*  |iii- 
mary  power,  the  power  of  originating  Iivl 
The  President  informs  Congress  that  h»  voaM 
have  sent  them  inch  a  eharter,  if  it  had  b««B 

Kperly  asked  for,  as  they  on^ht  to  poncM, 
very  plainly  intimatea  that,  m  hi*  upinita, 
the  establiehment  of  all  laws,  of  this  natvs, 
at  least,  belongs  to  the  fonctions  of  the  Eitn- 
tive  Qovemment,  and  that  Congnet  oo^t  te 
have  wait«d  fbr  the  manifestation  of  tbe  Xi- 
eontive  will,  before  it  presumed  to  toodi  tha 
snbJecL  8nch,  \Lt.  Presldesit,  stripped  of  Ibar. 
disguise*,  are  the  real  pretences  set  up  is  bdutf 
of  the  Exeontive  power  In  this  mnA  extnaifr 
nary  paper. 

Mr.  Preadent,  we  havft  arrived  at  a  inr 
epoch.  We  are  entering  on  experiments  vitk 
the  Government  and  the  oonnitnlian  ef  tb» 
conntrj,  hitherto  nntrted,  and  of  ftarhl  ni 
appalling  aspeot.  This  Ifeasage  ealbnstetli* 
contemplation  of  a  future,  which  little  retem- 
blM  the  past.  Its  prineiples  are  at  war  with 
all  that  pnblic  opinion  has  sustained,  md  ti 
which  the  experience  of  the  Ooveranmt  hii 
sanctioned.  It  denies  first  principles.  It  cod- 
tradicts  troths  heretofore  received  as  iudiqnts- 
ble.  It  denies  to  the  judiciary  the  intwprtts- 
tion  of  law,  and  demands  to  divide  with  Cw- 
gress  tbe  origination  of  statntea.  It  eitcadi 
the  grasp  of  Execntive  prctmsion  ovtr  eioy 
power  of  the  Oovemment;  BnttUsuMtaU. 
It  preeents  tlie  Chief  H>giatral«  of  As  Dium 
in  the  attitude  of  argmng  away  tbe  powen  of 
that  Ooveniment  over  whicb  he  has  beta  cbo- 
sen  to  preside ;  and  adopting,  for  this  pnrpo^ 
modes  of  reasoning  which,  even  ander  the  fa- 
fiaence  of  all  proper  feeling  towards  high  ofl- 
cial  station,  it  is  difflonlt  to  r^ard  as  respeO- 
able.  It  appeals  to  every  pr^Ddiee  which  mj 
betray  men  into  a  mistaken  new  of  tktar  on 
interests;  and  to  every  passion  which  n^M 
them  to  disobey  tbe  impulses  of  their  mda>- 
standing.  It  nrgee  all  the  qiecdons  tc^  of 
State  rights,  and  national  encroachment,  agsnd 
that  which  a  great  majority  of  the  States  im 
affirmed  to  be  rightful,  and  in  whidi  ill  rf 
them  have  acqulMoed.  It  sows,  in  an  nuifiir- 
ing  manner,  the  seeds  of  jealonsy  and  ill-v^ 
against  that  Government  of  which  its  aatbcr  ii 
tbe  official  head.  It  raises  a  cry  that  libtr^  is 
in  danger,  at  the  very  moment  when  it  pvti 
forth  claims  to  power  heretofore  uDknown  tad 
nnheard  of.  It  affects  alsnn  for  the  pnUie  free- 
dom, when  nothing  so  moch  endangers  tbit 
fr^om  as  its  own  nnparalleled  pnXencta. 
This,  even,  is  not  all.  It  maniliistly  seeks  to 
inflaence  the  poor  against  the  rich.  It  wsn- 
tonly  attacks  whole  classes  of  the  people,  for 
the  pnrpoee  of  tnming  agunst  them  the  Drtjo- 
dices  and  resentments  of  other  elaases.  It  its 
State  paper  which  finds  no  topic  too  exdtii^ 
for  its  nse ;  no  pairioa  too  i"*'"'""*^*  ft(  i^ 


jjGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  OONGRESS. 


Am,  1S8SL]  7b  Sa 

•ddrMS  and  its  solicitation.  Snob  is  the  Ues- 
wge.  It  renuhu,  now,  fur  the  people  of  the 
United  Btates  to  choose  between  the  principles 
bere  STOwed  and  their  OoTemmeaC  These 
euiDot  iDbsist  together.  The  one  or  the  other 
nust  be  njeoted.  If  the  sentiments  of  the 
K«HSge  ahul  receive  general  Mprobfttton,  the 
MMiititation  will  have  perished  even  earlier 
thu  the  moment  which  ita  enemiee  originallj 
lUoired  for  the  termination  of  its  existence. 
It  will  not  have  snr<rived  to  its  fittieth  year. 

Hi.  Whits,  of  Tennessee,  next  rose,  and 
■ddressed  the  Soiate  as  folloira : 

Mr.  Pretident,  weawd  as  we  are  for  time,  I 
most  crave  the  inanlgenoe  of  the  Senate,  while 
I  sUempt  aome  answer  to  the  matters  nraed  bj 
the  Seutor  from  Massaehnaetts,  to  the  Message 
teeompanring  the  bill  now  to  be  reoonsidered. 

I  rqoice  toat,  for  onoe^  we  have  a  doeoment 


■uoeptible  of  onl/  one  interpretation.  Here- 
tofarg^  the  common  oomplaioC  fhim  that  qnar- 
ter  has  been  that  his  important  conunnni- 
Mions  were  so  w<vded  bh  to  be  interpreted  one 
WSJ  in  one  section  of  the  coontr;,  and  in  a 
different  wjij  in  another.  Here  it  is  admitted 
we  have  a  document  so  worded,  as  to  be  nn- 
dnrtood  evMfwhere  alike.  The  honorable 
SanatOT  (htnka  this  frankness,  on  the  part  of 
the  Ohief  Mar<rtnte,  ong^t  to  be  met  in  a  cor- 
iMpondh^  a^rit  by  those  who  differ  from  him 
m  opinion.  Approving  of  this  Qoorse,  I  shall 
eodeavor  to  be  equally  as  explicit,  in  what  I 
propeae  to  saj,  in  answer  to  his  argument. 

Tlie  Senator  thinks,  if  the  charter  of  tlus 
tank  is  not  renewed,  rain  to  the  oonntry  is  to 
be  the  oonseqoenoe,  becaose  the  bank  most 
wind  np  all  ita  concerns.  This  is  nothing  bot 
the  old  argnment  used  in  1811,  when  the  then 
existing  bulk  i^tplied  for  a  renewal  of  its  obar- 
ter.  EHstresB  to  the  commnoity,  and  rala  to 
the  aonntry,  were  predicted  by  the  advooatee 
of  the  bank.  The  prediotiuns  were  not  verified. 
The  capital  employed  in  the  bank  was  not  an- 
nilulateil.  It  still  existed ;  and  in  loans  to  in- 
diTidnals,  or  in  some  other  sha^e,  it  was  ap- 
plied to  the  nsea  of  the  commonity.  Debtors 
•oogbt  and  obtained  acoommodations  else- 
wbwe:  as  the  notes  of  that  bank  were  with- 
drawn from  cironiation,  their  places  were  snp- 
idied  by  specie,  or  the  pofier  of  looal  institn- 
tiooi,  uid  tittle  or  no  inconvenienoe  was  ei- 
periMieed ;  and  sncb  will  be  the  case  again, 
•hoold  the  charter  of  this  bank  be  allowed  to 
expire  in  1B86.  Debtors  worthy  of  oredit  will 
obtain  aooommodations  from  either  individuals 
or  other  banks,  and  discharge  their  dues  to 
ttas  ;  uid  OS  the  notes  of  tbid  bank  disappear, 
their  places  will  be  supplied  by  specie,  or  the 
P^ier  of  other  banks,  and  the  mass  of  the  com- 
munity will,  in  a  short  time,  hardly  be  sensible 
that  the  operation  of  winding  up  ha»  been  per- 
fbrmed.  We  have  been  told  that,  in  the  vsJley 
of  the  Missiaeippi  alon&  there  are  dae  to  this 
hank  tlurty  miUioos  of  dollars,  twenty  millions 


[SMun 


for  loans  madey  and  ten  millions  for  domestio 
bills  of  exchange.  That  the  press  oceoBioned 
by  the  collection  of  this  debt  will  be  too  severe 
to  be  borne.  The  ebart^rhaaalmostfoor  years 
yet  to  nm,  and  then  two  years  are  allowed  for 
collections,  making  nearly  six  years.  How 
often  hare  we  been  told  during  this  seasion  of 
the  general  prosperity  .of  the  conntry,  and 
eepecially  that  part  of  It  in  the  volley  of  the 
HiasisuppL  If  these  statements  have  any  t&-_ 
semblance  to  the  fact,  it  ought  to  be  entirely 
within  the  power  of  these  debtors,  in  five  or  six 
years,  to  aajust  and  pay  whatever  they  may 
owe.  I  most  repeat  what  I  said  on  a  former 
oooosion :  If  these  debts  ore  real  transaotions, 
the  acUadtment  of  Utem  will  be  a  simple  opera- 
tion. The  paper  evidencing  these  debts  will 
be  paid  at  maturity ;  and  let  the  bank  be  care- 
ful not  to  discount  when  the  charter  is  near 
expiring,  and  the  whole  object  will  be  aecora- 

Slisbed.  If  the  transootJons  ore  not  real,  but 
ctitions,  and  the  paper  disooonted  has  assumed 
the  appearance  of  bu^ees  paper,  for  the  pur- 
pose at  obtaining  permanent  loans,  in  other 
words,  standing  ooccmmodBtians,  the  sooner 
the  truth  ie  known,  the  better  to  all  concerned. 
The  commonity  has  a  deep  Interest  in  this  mat- 
ter :  &lse  creiUt  given  to  individnals  by  false 
^pearancea  is  an  ii^ury  to  society,  and  of  no 
actual  benefit  to  individnals;  and  the  sooner 
sneh  transactions  are  brooght  to  a  close,  all 
the  better ;  the  fewer  will  be  the  nnmber  of 


K I  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  this  opinion 
was,  some  years  ago,  advanced,  in  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  opinions 
upon  such  a  sutject  ore  entitled  to  the  bighest 
respect 

Bot,  rir,  i^  when  this  bank  has  been  in  opera- 
tion only  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  the  debts  nave 
become  so  numerous,  and  so  large,  that  we  most, 
on  these  aoconnts,  renew  the  charter,  I  most 
be  allowed  to  ask,  what  will  be  the  state  of 
things  at  the  end  of  thirty-five  years!  Will 
they  not  be  much  worse !  Most  certainly  they 
will,  What,  then,  do  gentlemen  mean  I  Do 
they  int«nd  that  this  charter  aboil  become  per- 
petual t  That  this  company,  foreigners  and  all, 
shall  hove  this  monopoly  forever  ?  If  this  bo 
not  their  intention,  I  must  oskthe  SenoCor  from 
Massoohnsetta  to  tell  ns  at  what  time  the  insti- 
tntion  can  be  wound  np,  with  less  inconven- 
ience, than  at  the  expiration  of  tlie  present 
charter.  When  will  the  debtors  in  the  v^ey 
of  the  Mississippi  be  better  able  to  pay,  than 
when  this  charter  expiree !  If  the  orgoment  of 
the  Senator  proves  any  thing,  It  proves  thot 
this  corporation  ought  to  eiistforever.  Is  any 
gentleman  willing  to  avow  this!  I  am  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  it.  Pay-day  for  these 
debtors  most  orrive  some  time ;  and  it  oppeara 
to  me  that  the  afthirs  of  this  bank  can  probably 
be  closed,  with  less  inconvenience  to  the  oom- 
monity,  at  the  expiration  of  this  charter,  tium 
they  can  be  fifteen  years  afterwards. 

The  Senator  says,  the  Frasideat  alleges  that 
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the  application  to  renew  the  charter  is  pretna-  ' 
tare,  and  thinks  we  onght  not  to  be  ohided  by 
bim  for  aotiug  oa  the  subject,  as  he  bad  direct- 
ed the  attention  of  tbe  nation  and  of  Coogreu 
to  this  Hubieot,  in  his  Message  of  1889,  and  in 
tvo  BQCceeding  Messages. 

Ur.  Pr^ldent  to  me  It  Is  obviona  tlist  the 
notice  taken  of  the  bank  in  those  Messages  was 
not  to  recommend  to  CoDgresa  to  act  upon  the  ' 
snt^ject,  at  eitber  of  the  sessions  when  those  Mes- 
sages were  delivered ;  but,  as  tlie  snlject  was 
esteemed  of  vital  interest  to  the  oommanlty, 
to  turn  the  attention  of  all  to  it^  at  an  earlj 
period,  so  that  the  opinion  might  be  well  ma- 
tured npon  it,  when  the  charter  was  abont  to 
expire,  and  when  it  would  beeome  necessary  to 
act  npon  It 

Bet  if  OongresB  onght  now  to  act  upon  it, 
because  the  snbject  is  brongbt  before  as  bj 
those  Messages,  why  was  it  not  acted  on  at  the 
seasons  when  these  Messages  were  delivered  I 
Why  not  at  the  sesmon  in  I82S  t  The  Senator 
hsa^answered  the  question  with  frankness.  He 
has'  told  ns  it  is  material  that  it  should  be 
known  before  the  Presidential  election,  whether 
the  President  would  sign  the  act  renewing  the 
charter  or  not ;  beuanse,  if  he  would  not,  he 
onght  to  be  turned  out,  and  another  put  in  his 
place,  who  will ;  and  as  the  election  is  to  take 
place  the  socceeding  fall,  application  for  the 
renewal  conld  not  be  longer  delayed. 

I  thank  the  Senator  for  the  candid  avowal, 
tbat  nnleas  the  President  will  sign  such  a  char- 
ter as  will  suit  tbe  directors,  they  intend  to  in- 
terfere in  the  election,  and  endeavor  to  displace 
him.  With  the  same  candor  I  state  that,  after 
this  declaration,  this  charter  shall  never  be  re- 
newed with  my  consent. 

I«t  na  look  at  this  matter  as  it  is.  Imme- 
diately before  tbe  election,  the  directors  wply 
for  a  charter,  which  they  think  tbe  Preindent 
at  any  other  time  wltt  not  sign,  for  the  express 
pnipoee  of  compelling  him  to  sign  contraiy  to 
his  judgment,  or  of  encoantering  all  their  hoe- 
tilitj  In  the  canvass,  and  at  the  polls.  Suppose 
this  attempt  to  have  sncceeded,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, tbroQgfa  fear  of  his  election,  had  signed 
this  charter,  atthongb  be  conscientioosly  be- 
lieves it  will  l>e  destmotiTe  of  the  liberty  of 
the  people  who  have  elected  bim  to  preside 
over  them,  and  preserve  their  liberties,  so  far 
as  in  his  power.  What  next  I  Why,  whenever 
the  charter  is  likely  to  expire  hereafUr,  they 
will  come,  as  they  do  now,  on  tlie  eve  of  the 
electjon,  and  compel  the  Chief  Magistrate  to 
eign  sndi  a  charter  as  they  may  dictate,  on  pain 
of  being  turned  out  and  disgraced.  Wduld  it 
sot  l>e  far  better  to  gratify  this  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy, to  the  whole  extent  at  once,  and  re- 
new tbeir  charter  forever!  The  temptation  to 
a  periodical  interference  in  our  elections  would 
then  be  XJtkesi.  t-va-j. 

Sir,  if;  nnder  these  cironmatanoea,  the  charter 
is  renewed,  the  elective  franchise  ie  destroyed, 
and  the  liberties  and  prosperity  of  the  people 
are  delivered  over  to  thii  moneyed  iutitation, 


to  be  disposed  of  at  tb^  discretion,  agaiiul 
this  I  ent^  my  solemn  protest. 

The  honorable  Senator  next  adverts  to  wlist 
tbe  President  says  on  tbe  constitaticmality  rf 
this  act,  and  aeimadverts  on  what  is  stated  in 
relation  to  there  being  two  precedents  in  Coa- 
gress,  where  this  power  is  asserted,  and  two  in 
which  it  was  denied ;  and  then  aaserta  thtt 
since  tbe  year  1791,  when  tbe  first  bank  wu 
chartered,    Congress  has   never    denied  this 

Mr.  President,  it  appears  to  me  that,  whether 
tbe  President  can  show  any  recorded  vote,  de- 
nying this  power  or  not,  the  Senator  onght  not 
to  be  too  severe  upon  tbe  EsecatiTe  for  thli 
mistake,  if  it  be  one.  When  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  was  applied  for  in  1611,  its  copftitn- 
ttonality  was  argued,  and  aUy  argned,  hj  tfaots 
opposed  to  it,  and  the  application  was  rejected. 
Tbe  bank  tben  appKed  for  time  to  wfaid  np  its 
business ;  tbe  petition  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee who  reported  against  tbe  a^tplicatiM, 
alleging  that  it  was  nnoonstitntional,  and  this 
report  was  concurred  in.  Afterward  in  18IS, 
when  a  bank  charter  was  under  owisideraliao 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  member  fron 
MasaachnseUs,  in  nis  place,  tiien  actieg  mider 
the  same  high  obligations  which  tbe  PresdeBt 
acts  noder,  arguing  against  tbe  charter,  rtates 
expressly  that  the  renewal  of  the  charter  bid 
been  raniBed  becanse  it  was  unocmstitatioDaL 
The  President,  witbont  dcnbt,  baa  read  this  ar- 
gument, and  seen  this  reeolntion ;  and  if  be  r» 
posed  codfldeDoe  in  these  statements,  and  was 
thereby  misled,  which  I  snppose  he  was  not,  I 
snbnut  to  the  honorable  Senator  whether,  imdw 
such  circnmatances,  be  wonld  not  bave  bees 
entjtted  to  milder  treatment  from  him,  than  be 
has  received. 

Tbe  attention  of  the  Senate  has  beat  next 
called  to  tbat  part  of  tbe  Message  fbnnd  in  page 
six,  in  which  the  decisions  tit  the  Bapreiae 
Oourt  are  spoken  of. 

The  honorable  Senator  argnea  that  the  consti- 
tntion  baa  constituted  tbe  Bnprane  Coot  a  tri- 
bunal to  decide  great  constitationaJ  qutstioai, 
sudi  as  this,  and  that,  when  tliey  have  dooe  m, 
the  question  is  put  at  rest,  and  every  other  de- 
partment of  the  Govemnient  must  scqidesce. 
This  doctrine  I  deny.  The  constitation  vests 
"  tbe  judicial  power  in  a  Supreme  Goort,  and  in 
snch  inferior  courts  as  Oongresa  may  from  tinit 
to  time  ord^n  and  establish."    Wh«evff  ■ 


dicdon,  and  such  suit  is  decided  by  tiieSnpRnN 
Oonrt,  as  that  is  tbe  court  of  the  last  nsort,  its 
decision  Is  final  and  conclusive  between  dM 
partJBs.  But  as  an  authority,  it  does  not  bind 
either  the  Congress  or  the  Prerideot  of  tbe 
United  States.  If  either  of  these  oo-otdiiiite 
departments  is  ^terwards  called  npon  to  pM^ 
form  an  official  act,  and  conscientionsly  beben 
the  performance  of  tbat  act  wonid  be  a  vkhs- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  they  are  not  bound  to 
perfbnn  it,  bat,  on  the  oontiary,  are  aa  vaA 
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It  libertf  to  deoUne  aotiDg^  u  if  no  sneh  ded- 
non  had  been  mode.  In  ezMDioing  tlie  eitent 
t^tb^rnoiutitntional  power,  theopinioD  of  so 
enliihteDed  a  tribniuu  as  our  Supreme  Oout 
Ilu  Men,  and  1  hope  ever  will  be,  will  alwftfa 
be  enUded  to  great  weight;  aad,  witbont 
doobt,  either  OonKFeaa  or  tLe  President  would 
•Ivsfs  be  dispoeeo,  in  a  doubtful  case,  to  think 
iU  decinons  correct ;  bnt  I  hope  neither  will 
titt  view  tiicon  as  antborit;  biodiiig  npon  tbem. 
Ihej  ougbt  to  examine  the  extent  of  their  oon- 
Kitotional  powers  for  tbeinaelves;  and  when 
tbe;  hare  had  aceeaa  to  all  soaroea  of  informa- 
tint  wttbin  thur  reach,  and  givea  to  everj 
ttiiiig  its  due  weight,  if  tbejr  are  satisfied  tlie 
Mutitntion  has  not  given  a  power  to  do  the 
ut  required,  I  insist  the;  ongbt  to  refrain  from 
doing  iL 

Snppow  the  HoQse  of  Representatives  to 
bive  passed  an  act  on  a  given  snl^eot  for  a 
nniaber  of  mcoeasiTe  iesuons,  and  from  want 
of  time  the  Senate  bad  not  acted  on  it,  and  the 
(outttuttooalitj  of  snob  an  act  to  eome  before 
the  Senate,  wonid  anj  member  think  those 
opinioDi  of  the  House  antborities  b;  which  he 
TMbonnd)  Certwnly  not.  They  would  have 
dns  veigbL  and  be  respeotfoll/  considered,  but 
disregarded  ia  the  decision  made  by  the  Senate, 
Ifbbowu  to  be  incorrect.  In  principle  there' 
ou)  be  no  difference  between  snob  cases  and 
tbejodicial  detdsions.  Suppose  the  President 
to  recommend,  never  so  otlen,  the  passage  of 
iQ  set  wbicli  ha  maj  think  constitutional, 
Tonld  the  Senate,  the  House  of  Bepresentati  ves, 
w  the  ooQTiis,  feel  themselves  bound  by  bis 
opitiioast  I  think  not.  Each  co-ordinate  de- 
pulment,  within  its  appropriate  sphere  of  ac- 
tion, mo^  judge  of  its  own  powers,  when  called 
npon  to  do  its  official  duties ;  and  if  either 
biiadly  follov  the  others,  without  forming  an 
Dpioion  for  itself,  an  essential  check  a^unst 
tie  exercise  of  unoonstitntional  power  is  de- 
itrojed.  A  mistake  by  Oongress  in  passing  an 
•ot,iaoonMstent  with  tiie  constitji^on,  followed 
t?  a  like  mistake  by  the  SujiremeOonrt,  in  de- 
ciding 9)icb  act  to  be  conslitntional,  might  be 
itlended  trith  the  most  fatal  consequenoes. 
let  each  department  Jndge  for  itself,  and  we 
tre  safe.  If  different  interpretations  are  pat 
npon  the  constitation  by  the  different  depart- 
ments, thepeopLe  are  the  tribonal  to  settle  the 
diapate.  Each  of  the  departments  is  the  agent 
of  the  people,  doing  their  business  according  to 
tbe  powers  eon&rnd ;  and  where  tbere  ia  a  dls- 
sgieement  as  to  the  extent  of  these  powers,  the 
people  themaelves,  throngh  the  ballot  boxes, 
must  settle  it.  The  Senator,  if  I  heard  him 
correctly,  has  said  that  Uie  President  has  as- 
serted that  tbe  SapremeCourt  has  no  power  to 
decide  npon  the  constitutionality  of  an  act  of 
CooEree.  The  gentieman  has  not  attended  to 
tiie  Message  with  his  nsual  aocuracy.  No  such 
opinion  is  advanced,  bnt  tbe  contrary,  that  each 
department  within  its  appropriate  sphere  of 
action  has  IJie  right  to  Juoge  for  itself  and  is 
not  bonnd  by  the  opinion  c^  both,  or  Utber  cS 


tbe  others ;  and  this  I  hicline  to  think  is  the 
oofrect  constitutional  view  of  the  subject  The 
honorable  Senator  thinks  the  President  entire- 
ly mistaken  when  be  sanpoees  Congress  cannot 
deprive  itself  of  some  of  its  legislaiive  powers. 
Let  us  for  a  few  minntes  attend  to  -the  view 
of  this  part  of  the  subject  presented  by  the 
Message,  and  then  examine  its  correctness. 

Tbe  Congress  is  vested  with  exclnsive  legis- 
lative powers  over  the  District  of  Columbia. 
It  therefore  has  an  undoubted  power  to  estab- 
lish, within  the  District,  as  many  banks,  with 
aa  much  capital  to  each,  as  it  chooses.  By  this 
charter,  it  U  stipulated  that  Congress  shall  not 
establidi  any  book  within  the  District,  nor  shall 
it  increase  Uie  capitsd  of  existing  banks.  This 
the  President  thinks  is  nnoonstitntionsl.  By 
this  agreement,  the  present  Cdogreaa,  and  its 
snooessors,  are  deprived  of  the  powers  of  estab- 
lishing any  bank,  no  matter  how  pressin^y  the 
public  interest  may  reqnire  one.  Congress  by 
this  agreement  will  have  stripped  itself  of  au 
power  to  legislate  npon  a  snbject  during  the 
existeuoe  of  Uie  charter,  when  the  constitution 
had  vested  the  moetamplepowers  Isthis  con- 
stitutional I  Ouaht  we  to  be  bound  by  such  an 
agreement  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and 
permit  the  best  intereste  of  society  to  be  sacri- 
ficed for  the  want  of  a  power  which  the  consti- 
tution has  conferred,  but  which  we  have  bar- 
tered away  t  The  Message  supposes  we  are'not 
at  liberty  to  dispose  of  our  legislative  powers 
in  this  manner  and  therefore  this  act  is  uncon- 
stitntional.  This  is  oertunly  a  very  important 
point.  If  we  make  such  on  agreement,  we  ought 
to  be  bound  by  it ;  and  yet  I  think  cases  might 
occur,  in  which  we  oaght  not  to  be,  nor  would 
we  be,  bound  by  any  such  agreement.  The 
publio  safety,  the  public  interest,  might,  long 
before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  imperiously 
demand  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  banks 
within  the  District,  and  I  do  not  believe  we 
con  constitutionally  deprive  ourselves  or  our 
successors  of  the  power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  President,  we  must  remember  that,  in 
case  of  a  war,  this  bank,  if  in  existence,  must 
be  OUT  main  dependence  for  raising  money ;  and 
yet  there  is  no  provision  by  which  it  is  bound 
to  loan  ns  one  cent.  Now,  suppose  it  to  have 
existed  during  the  last  war,  and  the  stock  to 
have  been  owned  by  British  subjects  and  a  few 
of  our  own  citizens,  and  those  citizens  to  have 
belonged  to  that  sect  in  politics  who  were  seek- 
ing to  change  our  federal  rulers — who  thooght 
it  wicked  to  thank  God  for  our  victories  upon 
either  land  or  water— who  had  sent  an  embassy 
to  this  city  to  request  the  then  President  to 
resign :  does  any  man  believe  the  Administra- 
tion could  have  procured  a  loan  fur  one  centi 
Those  politicians,  I  am  willing  to  suppose,  were 
acting  honestly ;  that  they  believed  the  war 
impolitic,  nujust,  and  wicked,  so  much  so  that 
they  would  not  aid  it  with  their  good  wishes. 
Doee  any  one  snppoae  that  they  would  not  have 
held  it  treason  against  good  morals  to  have 
loaned  peouniary  aid?     Snrely  they  would. 
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We  mast  then  have  been  without  monej,  and 
wHhoDt  the  means  of  obtaiDing  any.  Peace 
mnst  have  been  made,  and  npon  anf  terms  dic- 
tated by  the  bank,  or  by  ths  enemy. 

Mr.  Presideat,  I  have  endeavored  to  ezpsod 
my  mind  so  as  to  take  this  enlarged 


erament,  wi^  by  oonstrootioii,  to  ooanir 


aary  for  a  bank 
bU  which  the  Government  may  wieb  to  have 
done,  bat  throagh  which  the  ttockholder*  may 
enrich  themxelvea  and  their  Mends,  and  acquire 
an  inflaence  greater  than  the  Qovemment  itself, 
And  control  all  onr  political  oonoerni  in  saob 
manner  as  to  gratify  their  ambition  and  pro- 
mote their  iutereats  to  any  extent  they  may 
wish,  la  eihort,  it  appetJ«  to  me  that,  tn 
creating  the  bank,  the  pretence  is,  throngb  it 
to  do  the  pnbltc  bnaineaa;  and  as  mon  as 
created,  the  pnblic  basineas  is  a  mere  inrignifi- 
cant  incident ;  and  private  emolmnent,  witiiont 
limit,  is  the  main  d^gn. 

Ur.  President,  in  submitting  this  Veasage, 
one  of  the  highest  dntiea  of  tbe  Ohief  Magis- 
trate has  been  performed.    Under  peenliar  and 

trying  drcnmf i.  -  »  .       •   .     ■■ 

ment^  pltdnly 
dn^reqnired. 

when  the  exeit«ment  of  the  time  tn  which 
we  act  shall  have  passed  away,  and  the  historian 
and  biogn^her  »ball  be  employed  in  givins 
his  aoooant  of  the  acts  of  our  most  distingQisheu 

Snblic  men,  and  comes  to  the  name  of  Andrew 
ackson  ■  when  be  shall  have  recoonted  all  tbe 
great  and  good  deeds  done  by  this  man  in  the 
coarse  of  a  long  and  eventfnl  life,  and  the  oir- 
onmstances  under  which  this  Measage  was  ccm- 
manicated  shall  have  been  stated,  the  concln- 
aion  will  be,  that,  in  doing  this,  he  has  shown 
a  willingness  to  risk  more  to  promote  the  hap- 

Slness  of  his  fellow-men,  and  to  secare  their 
berties,  than  by  the  doing  of  uiy  other  act 
whatever. 

Mr.  EwDiQ  took  the  floor.  He  aaid  he  had 
Urns  fiir  been  an  attentive  listeoer  to  the  dioas- 
elon  which  the  snbject  had  elicited.  In  tbe 
progress  of  that  discussion,  his  own  views  had 
been  in  many  particulars  anticipated.  Borne 
parts,  however,  of  the  Menage,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  reqaired  examination,  had  been  bnt 
briefly  noticed,  and  others  passed  over  in  silence. 
To  snch  of  them,  said  Mr.  £.,  as  I  deem  the 
most  important,  I  will  now  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Sen.ite.  Bat  in  this  discussion  I  shall 
be  brief — corefally  avoiding^  as  far  as  may  be. 


nation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  a 
nniversol,  anqnalified,  condemnation  of  all  that 
it  is.  and  all  that  Congress  had  proposed  to 


Ther*  ia  no  ol^actioii,  hortnc 
,  no  Brgnnuot,  however  nnsouid, 
which  lias  been  urged  against  this  iiutitatiMt 
for  years  poet,  botJi  in  and  ont  of  this  Mpiul, 
bat  are  collected  and  Uirown  together  bete  ta 
make  np  this  extnordinarv  paper.    Bnt  ill 

Kneral  merita  have  been  mtm^  coo^dmd. 
le  parts  to  which  I  wonld  now  man  «ip»- 
cially  InvitA  yonr  MtentioD,  are  fonnd  on  the 
third  pa^  of  the  printed  Meaian  in  whi^ 
after  saying  that  "all  tbe  olijectioDiiuepiiMi^ 
of  tbe  existing  oorpotation,  and  moit  of  its 
odioDS  features,  are  retuned  without  sQerii- 
tion"  in  the  biUtmder  consideration,  proceeds: 
"Hie  fourth  sccUon  proTidcfi  'Ihti  the  oota  or 
bnii  of  the  said  conontion,  slthoogh  the  mdk  be 
on  the  fkces  thereof  respectively  nude  pij^  U 
one  place  only,  shall,  oevertfaeless,  be  nceiTed  ij 
the  said  corporation  at  the  bask,  or  st  uy  of  lie 
offices  of  disconnt  and  depoalt  thereof,  if  testeed 
in  liquidalion  or  payment  of  any  balaiioc  er  bd- 
Bnoee  dae  to  laid  corporation,  or  to  nch  oSce  af 
discount  and  depoeil,  from  any  other  looorponted 
bank.'  This  prori^on  secnTee  to  tbe  State  baoki  a 
lenl  priiilCRe  in  tiie  Bank  of  the  United  Siitei, 
which  is  withlield  from  all  private  dtiMas.  K  ■ 
State  liank  in  Philadelphin  owe  tba  Bank  of  tbe 
United  Statea,  and  have  notes  issued  by  tbe  Et 
Jx)uis  branch,  it  can  pay  the  debt  with  tboK  tieta; 
but  If  a  merchant,  mechanie,  or  other  prirale  liii- 
len,  l>e  in  hke  circnmstances,  be  canaot,  b;  hn, 
pay  hil  debt  with  those  notca,  Init  mnit  (dl  llwa 
at  a  diKODut,  or  send  them  to  St.  Lodi  to  be 
cashed.  Tbls  boon  conceded  to  the  Btale  budct, 
tboDgb  not  anjust  in  Itaelt;  ia  moat  odiaiuj  beetiae 
it  does  not  mealare  oat  eqoal  Justioe  to  the  Ufi 
and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor.  To  the  eilttt 
of  its  practical  etTect,  it  Is  a  bond  of  nniin  laaoi 
tbe  banking  establiehments  of  the  natioD,  encdag 
them  into  an  Interest  separate  from  that  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  its  necessary  tendency  ia  to  nniuiheBuit 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Suie  baokiiini 


And  this  is  one  pronunent  objeetioa  to  tbt 
bill  extending  the  charter  of  the  Bank  <a  tbe 
United  States,  and  one  of  the  reasons  fbrre- 
fosing  it  the  sanction  of  the  Execotive.  Thii 
bank,  sir,  witii  its  preaent  charter,  has  existed 
about  Sileen  years.  During  that  poiod,  ill 
effects  upon  the  conntr;  have  been  tried  sad 
tested.  The  present  charter  has  faults  and  un- 
perfections.  Men  of  business,  parsuing  the  ti- 
rious  avocations  of  life  in  a  state  of  society 
highly  complicated,  and  in  its  various  bntKboi 
connected  and  intertwined  in  a  thousand  forms 
of  combination,  have,  in  that  long  period  of 
time,  felt  all  the  good  and  all  the  evil  it  con- 
tained I  bnt  with  all  its  good  and  all  its  evil, 
token  OS  a  whole,  it  has  proved  hi^y  beDcfi- 
cial  to  OUT  country.  That  it  has  so,  b  certsin 
from  the  nnited  opinion  of  all  men  of  bnslDess, 
and  almost  all  the  local  banks  in  the  Umted 
States,  whosepetitionsfuritsrenewal  load  joni 
table — petitions,  not  of  one  place,  or  of  om 
party,  or  one  class  of  men,  bnt  of  the  people 
of  all  classes,  all  portiea,  and  almost  all  seotiapt 
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of  tbe  DniiHi — and  generall;  in  thoso  petitions 
thtj  call  for  an  exteodon  of  the  obartar  of  the 
btok,  without  mmesting  either  variatioD  or 
modiiltmtioa.  Others  do  HOggwt  eziating  evil*, 
md  uk  for  m  modificatJon  which  will  remova 
them ;  bnt  in  DO  onci,  and  from  oo  quarter,  do 
we  hear  it  arged  m  a  oomploint  that  the  notea 
of  Che  bank,  wherever  payable,  are  not  made  a 
tender  at  all  placea  for  the  pajment  of  indiTid- 
ul  debu  to  the  bank.  Was  it  Decessar;,  then, 
or  was  it  proper,  to  insert  sach  provlBiont 
Certainly  not,  nnleaB  some  eril  was  to  be 
armded,  or  some  good  to  be  produced  bj  it. 

Tbapreseut  oh^ter  of  the  bank  permits  them 
to  pay  oat  and  pat  in  circulation,  at  any  one 
of  their  branches,  bille  payable  at  any  other 
branch.  The  bill  before  ne  restricts  them,  and 
reqaires  that  no  notea  of  a  denomi nation  which 
coDstitntea  onrrency  shall  be  paid  out  or  put 
in  dronlation  which  are  not  made  payable  at 
tbe  place  where  they  are  so  issDed.  If;  then, 
an  iudiTidnal  borrow  money  at  a  branch,  bqiI 
■Ciee  to  pay  it  at  the  aame  place,  ia  it,  I  ask, 
necessary  for  his  proteetionj  or  consisteat  with 
mercantile  habits  and  principles,  that  he  should 
be  kUowed  as  a  Ic^  right,  to  tAoder  in  pay- 
nent  of  this  loan  the  notes  of  the  person  (or 
the  bank)  of  whom  he  borrows,  payable  a 
thonsand  milea  off?  It  may  be  jnst  enough, 
once  adopted  as  a  mle  of  law ;  but  it  would  be 
emtwrraasing  in  the  extreme  to  the  lender,  and 
it  would  compel  him  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
hii  loans  in  order  to  sustain  his  credit  But 
can  any  injury  happen  to  the  borrower  by  the 
Ttot  of  aach  provision  t  Every  individual 
who  borrows  at  a  bank  knows  when  pay-day 
ecmes,  and  if  he  be  provident,  he  preporea  for 
it  Should  the  bank  hold  him  to  the  strict  Jaw, 
and  iwjoire  him  to  pay  in  the  notes  of  the 
branch,  or  specie,  be  baa  time  to  prepare  him- 
ulf  with  each  fands  as  may  snit  his  purpose,  by 
eichangea,  which  are  always  easily  effected. 
A«,  fur  example,  a  trader  or  mechanic  at  Oin- 
cinnali  borrows  money  payable  at  that  place, 
and  be  is  required  to  pay  in  notes  of  that 
branch,  or  specie;  now  the  notes  that,  under 
ihia  charter,  would  circulate  there,  are  those  of 
Ciacinna^  Louisville,  and  Ptttsbarg.  If  the 
debtor  had  one-third  of  the  amount  due  in 
notea  of  each  of  those  branches,  and  the  bank 
at  ducionati  should  refoae  to  receive  any  but 
its  own  notes,  every  man  of  bnainesa  knows 
that  an  hour  would  be  ample  time  to  exchange 
to  the  amount  of  any  moderate  loan,  and  wtth- 
oat  a  premium,  for  such  funds  as  the  branch 
could  not  refase.  Bnt  the  supposition  that  tliis 
wonld  ever  be  required  by  the  banii,  is  per- 
fectly idle.  They  have  to  deal  with  the  people, 
and  the  good  will  of  their  customers  is  the 
■ODTce  both  of  their  convenience  and  their 
profit  It  wonld  be  wanton  folly  in  them  to 
refiue  notes  of  any  of  their  brauches  in  pay- 
ment of  the  debta  due  them,  whenever  obtained 
bj  a  borrower  in  the  dae  coarse  of  buuness, 
and  fairly  offered  for  that  purpose.  They  never 
luTe,  that  1  have  ever  heara  of,  as  yet,  in  the 


whole  oonrse  of  their  InuineN,  and  I  preanme 
they  never  will,  unless  tiieir  offioera  become 
inaane,  or  an  unexpeoted  change  in  business 
should  render  it  neoessary  for  self-preservation. 
But  compel  them  by  law  to  do  that  which  they 
DOW  do  voluntarily,  and  great  mischief  might 
follow.  In  the  fiuotnatloDs  of  trade  there  wiU 
frequently  be  heavy  drains  upon  the  specie  of 
our  great  commercial  cities.  In  those  cities 
flows  from  CTCtTi  part  of  the  Union  the  paper 
of  all  the  branohea,  brought  there  by  traders  as 
the  funds  easiest  of  traiuportation  for  the  par- 
chase  of  merchandise.  There,  too,  the  heaviest 
loons  are  made  to  individuals,  and  Ihe  amonnt 
becoming  due  to  the  bank,  in  a  single  day,  is 
sometimes  immense.  Now,  in  this  state  of 
things,  suppose  one  of  these  sudden  and  heavy 
preaaures  npon  the  money  market  iti  New  York, 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the 
other  banks  in  that  city  are  drawn  on  at  once 
for  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  of  specie,  and 
this  bank  compelled  to  receive  tbe  paper  of 
remote  branches  in  payment  of  debts,  is  it  not 
obvious  at  once  that  they  would  bear  the  whole 
pressure,  in  the  first  instance,  at  least  to  the  ex- 
tent  of  ell  the  notes  of  all  the  branchea  in  the 
money  market  of  the  place  I  The  Manhattan 
Bank,  fbr  example,  has  $100,000  of  tbe  paper 
of  the  remote  branches,  and  wishes  to  make  it 
available  at  once  in  specie :  that  bank  wonld, 
through  the  medium  of  brokers,  bid  up  a  small 
preminm  in  the  bills  on  remote  branches,  for 
ttiose  payable  at  the  branch  in  New  York,  and 
the  debtors  who  were  about  to  pay  the  money 
on  tiieir  own  notes  wonld  moke  the  exchange 
and  take  the  premium,  and  the  Uanhattan 
Bank  wonld  retom  the  notes  of  the  branch  in 
New  York,  and  compel  the  payment  of  spede. 
Thus  every  sudden  pressure  would  t>e  cast 
wholly  tipon  this  institution,  their  bnsiness 
would  be  cramped,  and  their  discounts  limited, 
and  no  good  or  useful  purpose  whatever  effect- 
ed by  it  So  mach  as  to  the  propriety  of  this 
eitansion  of  the  general  privilege  of  tender  to 
individuals. 

With  respect  to  banks,  the  ease  is  wholly 
different  They  are  the  rivals,  not  the  ens- 
tomers,  of  this  institution.  Jf  their  Jeaiuusy 
should  ever  be  excited  against  any;  if  they 
should,  from  any  cause,  attempt  the  oppression 
or  overthrow  of  any  interest  m  the  country,  it 
would  bo  the  local  institutions,  the  other 
chartered  banks  in  tlie  United  States ;  and  It  la 
agunst  the  possibility  of  such  oppression  that 
this  fourth  section  was  intended  to  gnard. 

But  it  is  further  said,  and  it  is  the  last  mis- 
chief discussed  under  this  head,  that  the  neces- 
sary tendency  of  this  provision  ia  "  to  nnite  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  hanks 
in  any  measure  which  may  be  thought  condu- 
cive to  their  common  interest." 

There  is  but  one  possible  mode  in  which  this 
provision  of  the   charter   wonld  produce  the 
effect   proposed,   and   that  is   by  removing  a 
source  of  controversy  and  discord  between  them,    ' 
preventing  future  collisions,  and  enabling  thorn 
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to  pnnne  mora  hsnDODlonalT  the  general  ob- 
jects of  their  creation  ;  for  uDlesBBtrifeand  dU- 
eord  prevent  it,  «U  men  sod  all  institntioDa 
wbo  posaese  on  ordinal?  ahare  of  wisdom  and 
foraaight,  will  poraue  that  which  in  condacive 
to  their  interest ;  and  if  the  Mine  object  be 
condncire  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  people, 
or  a  whole  olass  of  Incorporated  inatitatione, 
thej  will,  nnlesB  the  predominance  of  evil  pae- 
siona  prerent  it,  unite  in  itapnrsoit.  This  pro- 
Tiaion  might  have  had  the  effect  of  removinB 
cswea  of  animoait;  between  the  national  aod 
State  institatiODH,  ood  have  allayed  or  prevented 
the  oooamnoe  of  hoatile  or  unkmdlx  feelings  be- 
tween those  who  directed  them,  and  tbua  have 
enabled  them  to  pareae  tbeir  commun  interest 
without  jealoae7  or  ooUtsion,  and  bj  their 
united  means  to  advance  tlie  common  interests 
of  our  conntrj.  But  I  cannot,  for  myaelf, 
dirine  whj  the  reraOTs!  of  a  subject  of  discord 
between  that  and  the  State  institutions  ahould 
be  made  an  ohjeotion  fatal  to  the  bill.  This 
difflenltj,  if  it  be  one,  lies  too  deep  for  my  in- 
tellect to  fathom  it  Snrely  the  President  did 
not  Intend  to  eonvej  the  idea  that  the  Sank 
of  the  United  Statesand  thegtate  banks  would, 
by  this  provi^on,  be  indnced  "  necessarily  "  to 
unite  In  oppreeaing  the  people.  No  man  pos- 
Msnng  ordmary  intellignice  could  entertain  an 
opinion  of  this  kind,  and,  if  not  entertdned, 
certainty  itoonld  notbeiutentlonallyadvanced. 
Unite  B(wnBt  the  people  I  Why,  sir,  let  this 
bank  m3  the  Slate  bank  settle  their  accounts 
with  each  other  as  they  will,  or  let  the  law  set- 
tle for  them  as  it  waj,  they  are  still,  and  al- 
ways most  be,  rivals  in  trade,  and  their  compe- 
tition iwmpels  them,  and  mast  always  compel 
them,  to  treat  their  customers  not  only  with 
Jostioe  bat  with  courtesy ;  and  no  man  in  this 
age  and  nation  will  believe,  let  it  be  insinuated 
^im  whet  quarter  it  may,  that  a  law  compel- 
ling the  Bank  of  the  United  Btates  to  receive 
the  paper  of  the  branches  in  payment  from  the 
State  banks,  will  form  a  bond  of  union  between 
them,  and  unite  them  acainat  Uie  people,  on 
whoae  good  will  they  both  depend. 

I  have  Mid  that  the  States  have  an  nndonbted 
ri^t  to  tax  the  stockholders  residing  within 
their  limits  for  all  the  stock  which  they  hold 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  right 
of  taxation,  as  to  debts,  contracts,  stocks,  every 
thing  which  is  of  nntan^ble  nature,  (not  issuing 
out  of  real  estate,)  and  is,  therafore,  of  no  place, 
is  determbed  by  the  domicil  of  the  owner;  it 
is  supposed  to  eiist  there,  and,  if  taxed  at  all, 
it  is  in  the  State  or  kingdom  in  which  its  owner 
resides.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  a  man 
resident  in  Virinnia,  loaning  money  to  a  citiaen 
of  Ohio.  Gould  Ohio  laz  the  lender  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loan  t  Certunly  not.  But  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  borrower,  dispose  of 
It  however  he  might — whether  he  retained  it 
on  hand,  or  converted  it  into  property,  or 
loaned  it  again — wonld  become  at  once  a  sub- 
ject of  taxation  in  Ohio.    It  is  the  same  be- 


tween kingdoms  as  SUtes ;  a  loog-establiibtd 
principle  of  international  law,  nerer  departtd 
from  m  times  of  peace  and  amity :  and  ereD  In 
war,  confiscation,  or  the  suspension  of  the  ri^hii 
of  the  creditor,  and  not  taxation,  is  the  nsojl 
resort  against  the  credits  of  the  alien  enemr. 

There  is  another  clause  in  the  third  pig«  of 
the  Message,  to  which  I  now  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Senate : 

"  It  has  been  urged  as  an  argunnt  io  farcr  d 
T»«bartering  the  preaeat  bank,  that  the  eaSig  la 
111  loans  will  prodtrae  great  embamniDratiBddii. 
tresi.  The  time  allowed  to  ckae  iu  caaamM  i> 
ample :  and  if  it  has  been  well  managed  iu  preHu 
wit)  be  Ugbt,  and  faeavr  eoly  in  cue  iti  mugc- 
ment  has  been  bad.  If,  therefore,  it  dull  indua 
distress,  the  faolt  will  be  Its  own;  ud  it  muid 
fnniiah  a  reiisoa  agaion  renewing  a  power  rbid] 
his  been  so  obTJooily  abused.  But  wiQ  there  era 
be  a  time  when  this  reason  irill  be  len  pownftil! 
To  acknowledge  Its  force  is  to  admit  Ibat  the  bank 
ought  to  ba  perpetual ;  and,  as  a  tonwqataw.  lb 
present  stockholdete,  and  tfaoae  laktMtf  ibv 
rigbu  aa  nceeaaors,  be  eatabBsbed  a  Bririrgad  » 
der,  clothed  both  with  neat  poStiol  ponr,  ad 
enjoying  immenae  peennury  adraatagta,  froB  iMt 
connection  wlUi  the  Govenunent," 

This  whole  clause  te  asaumption,  without 
argument  or  proof  to  sustain  it.  The  qutitloo 
whether  the  time  to  cloae  the  eouoeni  of  ibe 
bank  is  or  is  not  ample,  is  one  which  depends 
upon  a  variety  of  circumstances,  of  which  the 
most  important  are  the  amount  of  its  loan),  mi 
ability  of  the  individuals  and  of  the  ccuntir  10 
pay  those  loans  without  serious  preasnte  dmo 
bnuneee,  and  consequent  indlTidnal  and  pnUe 
distress ;  but  the  Message  avers  that  if  tb« 
management  of  the  bank  has  been  good.  tb> 
pressure,  on  the  withdrawal  of  its  loans,  will  bt 
light,  and  heavy  only  in  case  its  mansgenwnl 
has  been  bad.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  t- 
cording  to  the  ideas  conveyed  in  Ihe  Iten^t, 
that  the  bank  ought  to  have  made  no  loam  a- 
oept  to  individuids  who  were  full-handed  nt 
always  ready  to  pay;  and  that  they  idionid  wt 
have  been  liberal  of  their  loans  in  any  portioii 
of  the  country  where  money  was  scan*,  ud 
the  business  and  the  enterprise  of  the  people 
dependent  on  their  capital  to  put  it  in  molinn. 
In  other  words,  it  were,  according  to  the  M»- 
sage,  good  management  to  loan  to  the  rirb 
who  are  full  of  capital,  and  can  always  pay,  >nd 
to  refase  to  the  poorer  and  more  ent^timng 
sections  and  citizens  of  our  oountry,  vbo  but- 
row  to  create  capital  from  the  proceeds  of  tli«r 
industry,  aided  by  their  loans.  In  this  I  differ 
from  the  Message  to  the  whole  extent.  Thit 
bank  was  little  needed  in  that  portion  of  am 
conntry  whera  capital  has  Iwien  accumulntJng 
for  ages,  and  therefore  aboands.  It  was  aul 
wanted  in  Boston— they  ooold  do  weD  eooogb 
without  it  In  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore— but  in  the  West,  th"  jounger  siiWn 
of  our  confederacy,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  lodiana, 
niinoia,  and  Miwoorl,  where  the  whole  wealth 
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of  tbe  people  bassprnng  ftom  emtXi  ssringa  of 
the  indagtrr  and  enterprise  of  the  present  Ken- 
entwii,  who  tLemsalvea  entered  and  iobja- 
giud  the  wilderoeas,  which  thej  have  covered 
wish  frnitfol  fields  and  flonrULiog  villages.  In 
these  HwCioQs  of  oor  eonatiy,  capital — accamu- 
lated  eqiital — does  not,  and,  in  tne  veiy  natnre 
of  things,  cannoE  exist;  and  there,  of  ^  places 
elM^  a  there  need  of  capital  to  snatato  the  en- 
ttrpriM  and  aid  the  indnstrjr  of  the  people. 

I  have  alreadjr  said  that  in  that  section  of  the 
Union  we  are  withont  capital.  The  Bank  of 
the  Doited  States,  tn  parsamg  its  own  interest, 
hss  done  what  motives  of  pnblio  spirit  woald 
hire  prompted.  It  loaned  eztensivel;  where 
it  foand  capital  deficient,  and  the  means  of  em- 
plojing  it  abnndant — and  at  this  time  we  have 
u  die  valley  of  the  Uississippi  lliirt;  milliona 
of  its  fnnds  invested  and  employed. 

That  the  employment  of  that  fand  has 
brought  with  it  pabjto  improvement  and  general 
praq>erit7,  aoone  who  has  watched  the  progress 
of  that  eectbn  of  the  Union  sinoe  the  first  es- 
UbJbhnient  of  the  branohes  of  this  bank  within 
its  limits,  can  for  a  moment  donbt.  How  steady 
■od  bow  rapid  has  been  onr  advance,  by  the 


causes,  from  a  state  of  financial  and  commerci 
depression,  to  one  of  almost  nnrivalled  proa- 
perity! 

Bat,  sir,  the  scene  is  now  to  be  changed.  If 
the  days  of  this  institution  be  tmrnbered,  every 
principle  of  self-protection  most  constrain  it  at 
once  to  prepare  for  its  final  termination.  The 
coital  of  the  stockholders,  now  invested  in 
tbta  1)Bok,  most  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  seek 
■nether  investment.  Thoee  who  have  its  direc- 
tioo,  must,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  duty  to 
their  employers,  call  in  their  loans  and  issoes, 
and  prepare  for  its  final  withdrawal ;  and  I 
now  tik  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  its 
ofentioD  apoD  my  own  section  of  the  Union, 
not  with  the  hope  of  changing  the  opinion,  or 
the  eooree  of  any  portion  of  that  minority  who 
voted  originally  agdnst  the  bill,  and  withoot 
whose  aid  our  straggle  here  is  (rnitless  and  nn- 
arailuig;  bnt  I  speak  that  my  own  may  be 
heard  Deyond  these  walls  fay  those  whom  I 
represent,  that  they  at  least  m^  know  that  I 
luTB  not  been  blind  to  their  iDt«rest,  or  nn- 
mindfiil  of  my  dnty  towards  them. 

Sir,  of  the  whole  thirty  millions  loaned  in  the 
Western  States,  bnt  oae  hnndred  and  forty 
diottsood  two  hundred  dollars  ore  owned  as  stock 
ia  that  section  of  the  conntry.  AU  besides  of 
the  whole  thirty  millions  most  be,  within  the 
coining  five  years,  collected  and  withdrawn 
from  our  circalation.  Bntthisis  notall;  there 
are  owned  by  foreigners  something  more  than 
eight  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  bank.  This 
sun  can  find,  at  this  time,  no  other  aafe  invest- 


Br  to  tne  capitalists  of  Sorope. 
The  withdrawal  of  that  sum  from  the  actual 
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'  specie  capital  of  our  conatrymost  of  itself  cauae 
a  sensible  pressure  in  the  money  market;  and 
that  pressure,  thoush  striking  first  on  the  com- 
mercial cities,  will  be  felt  throughout  the 
Onion,  especially  in  the  West,  which  has 
always  maintained  with  them  a  constant  and 
close  connection ;  for,  sir,  scarcely  less  quickly 
do  the  nerves  in  the  animal  frame  carry  sensa- 
tion between  the  extremities  and  the  brain, 
their  common  centre,  than  do  the  rapid  linea 
of  commercial  intercourse  bear  the  vibrations 
of  money  capital,  the  relation  of  demand  and 
supply  in  the  commercial  world,  from  our  cities, 
the  centre  and  emporium  of  that  commerce,  to 
the  extreme  points  of  our  Unioi).  What  man 
of  business  who  has  heard  of  a  sudden  claim  on 
one  of  the  commercial  cities  for  a  few  millions 
of  dollars,  but  has  felt  at  once  the  extended 
presaure  upon  the  remote  point  which  he  may 
have  occupied !  The  transportation  of  this 
eisht  millions  of  specie,  if  it  stood  alone,  and 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  aid  ns. 
and  break  the  force  of  the  shock,  we  shoula 
feel,  and  sensibly  feel,  even  to  the  farthest 
West. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  must,  then, 
withdraw  its  iisaes  and  call  in  its  loans,  or  as 
much  of  them  as  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
country  will  meet.  As  this  medium  disappears 
from  among  OS,  the  property  of  every  individnoi 
— land,  booses,  stock — the  ftniits  of  the  earth — 
the  labor  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  all 
the  prodncts  of  their  labor,  most  go  down,  al- 
most to  nothing :  stjll,  for  years,  this  debt  will 
wesB  heavier  and  heavier  upon  our  resouroes. 
The  man  who  owes  the  bonk  will  havebia 
debtors,  and  must  press  them  in  order  to  cast 
off  the  harden  from  himself.  Suits,  soles  of 
property  nnder  the  hammer  by  the  offlcera  of 
the  law,  come  next  in  the  progress  of  events — 
and  this,  sir,  not  upon  the  rich  and  porse-proud, 
the  monopolist  ana  the  aristocratic  son  of  for- 
tune, to  whom  the  President  seems  to  think 
the  bank  is  alone  of  importance,  bnt  upon  the 
indastrioOB  farmer  and  mechanio,  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  oor  repoblio,  they  who  support  the 
Government  by  their  honest  industry,  and 
whom  the  mlers  of  onr  land  ought,  in  all  things, 
most  carefully  to  goard.  In  this  state  of  things 
the  industrious  poor  would  be  in  efiiict  delivered 
over,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  voracious 
moneyed  speculator.  He  who  could  come  into 
the  country  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  like  that 
which  we  once  witnessed,  and  which  is  again 
at  hand^  armed  with  a  few  thousands  of  ready 
cash,  might,  if  he  had  the  hardness  of  heart  to 
do  it,  buy  himself  a  dakedom  out  of  the  fanoM 
of  our  industrious  bnt  ruined  yeomanry. 

Mr.  Clayton  rose,  he  said,  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  to  what  had  been  suggested  by  gen- 
tlemen who  had  gone  before  him  in  the  debate, 
his  own  views  of  the  true  issue  tendered  by  the 
President  to  the  country  in  the  Message  nnder 
consideration.  It  was  not  merely  the  qnestion 
whether  the  present  Bank  <g  the  United  Statea 
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■honld  be  reobartered,  but  whether  any  buik 
Thatever  should  be  eslabliahed  b;  the  Ooverri- 
aent  ftfter  the  eipiratioa  of  the  act  of  GoDgresB 
InconiorBtiiig  that  institntioa. 

This  HMaage  contuns,  uid  Ur.  0.,  two  sea- 
tencea  wbicbl  will  veatare  to  predict  will  be 
artfully  qaot«d  in  the  coming  eonteat,  to  prove 
the  Tery  reverse  of  the  positioD  wbiob  I  have 
Iwd  duwn,  and  to  delude  the  people  who 


n  e  HiittU  uo  ujvOj  nir,  uiui^  lu  uiv  verj  un»b  pa^ 

of  this  do«iiment,  the  Preudent  has  admitted 
that  "  a  Bank  of  the  Uoited  Btatea  !&,  in  tatrnj 
respects,  convenient  for  the  Government,  and 
nnJol  to  the  people ;  "  and  that,  on  the  twelfth 
page  of  the  same  paper,  he  haa  said  "  that  a 
Bank  of  the  Cnit«d  States,  competent  to  all  the 
duties  which  may  be  regnired  by  the  Govern- 
ment, night  be  bo  organized  as  not  to  infKoge 
on  our  own  delegatea  powers,  or  the  reserved 
righta  of  the  States,  I  do  not  entertain  a  donbL'' 
WithoQt  stopping  to  inquire  for  what  purpose 
these  declarations  have  been  introduoed  into 
the  Uessage,  we  cannot  but  8nticipat«  the  nses 
to  be  made  of  them  hereafter ;  and  as  it  is  of 
importance  to  the  whole  country  that  do  fabe 
coloring  shonld  be  civen  to  the  Eiecntire 
<q)inion,  by  the  use  of  these  isolated  passages, 
I  will  coDsame  so  much  of  your  time  as  m^  be 
necessary  to  dispel  the  illnsion  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  create. 


it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  dnring  his  Admin- 
istration, and  while  these  sentiments  remained 
nrtcbanged,  any  bank  whatever  can  be  eotab- 
liahed  by  this  Qovemment ;  and  to  show  it,  I 
will  oontent  myself  by  referring  to  a  few  para- 
graphs in  that  part  of  his  argunent  wbioh 
lalwra  to  prove  the  present  bank  charter  nn- 
oonsCitutional : 

"  On  two  tubjeots  only  does  the  coostltntioo  rec- 
ognize in  CoQgTCTS  ibe.  power  lo  gnxA  eiclusi»o 
jBlTilege"  or  monopolies.  It  decUres  thit  '  Con- 
gress ^lU  have  power  lo  promote  the  prt^reM  of 
soieace  uid  useful  arts,  bj  Hearing,  for  limited 
times,  to  aulhon  and  invenlon,  the  eicluiive  ri^t 
to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries.'  Out 
of  this  eipress  delention  of  power  have  grown  our 
laws  of  paMats  and  copyrights.    As  the  conttito- 


grant  eicluure  privileges,  la  these  cases,  as  (he 
means  of  eieonting  the  substantive  power  'to  pro- 
mole  the  prMresa  of  sdence  and  usefiil  arts,'  It  la 
oon^lent  with  the  fUr  rules  of  construction  to 
conclude  that  such  a  power  was  not  intended  to  be 
granted  ss  a  meana  oriocomptinhing  any  other  end. 
On  etery  other  subject  which  comes  within  the 
scope  of  congrestional  power,  there  is  an  cTRr-Uv- 
ing  discretion  In  the  use  of  proper  means,  which 
oannoC  l>e  restricted  or  abolished  without  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution.  Every  act  of  Congress, 
therefore,  which  attempts,  by  grants  of  moaopoUes, 
or  sale  of  exclui^Te  privileges  far  a  limited  time,  or 
a  time  without  limit,  to  restrict  or  eitlnguixh  its 
own  discretion  in  the  choice  of  means  to  exeonte 
its  delegated  powers,  is  equivalent  to  a  IsgislaliTe 


amendment  of  the  constitntion,  and  pa!^iably  m- 


Here,  and  elsewhere  Uiroogfaont  the  docu- 
ment, the  grant  of  a  charter  to  iodividnali  A* 
banking  parposes  is  denoiuced  as  tbe  "gisat 
of  a  monopoly  " — the  "  sale  of  exolnnve  privi- 
1^^" — the  "grant  of  eicliisive  privil^ss  or 
monopolies,"  "equivalent  toalegisLsIiTeamsBd- 
ment  of  the  constitntion,  and  iMlpably  uwoDSti- 
tutional."  If  a  grant  to  one  inoorporated  eoni- 
pany  be  a  monopoly,  we  must  also  eontiderii 
mooopoliee  several  grants  to  wveral  soeh  oon- 
panies.  Twenty  such  grants  lo  twen^  nth 
companies  are  as  modi  eales  of  exdnsive  priri- 
leges  to  tbent,  as  that  which  is  the  peculiar  and 
present  snl^eot  of  the  Prerident'a  aniiDadTsr 
aiona.  This  objection,  fatal  to  all  charters  by 
whicb  private  individnals  are  permitted  lo  b(4d 
stock,  oould  be  obviated  oiJy  by  a  grsntof 
charters  fbr  banking  pniposee  to  all  who  sik 
them — a  mode  of  avoiding  the  oonatitatioail 
ol^ectioiij  not  to  be  snpMned  to  have  entered 
into  the  ima^nation  of  him  who  infonned  v, 
in  hie  Message  of  1829,  that  even  the  piAsot 
bank  had  entirely  fkiled  in  tbe  great  o^  of 
establishing  a  sound  and  nniform  curreoey. 

What  manner  of  a  national  book  is  thU,  rir, 
in  which  the  people  of  our  oonntry  arelo  be 
prohibited  from  holding  stock?  Another  im- 
portant featore  of  this  project  ia  diacloced  on  tbs 
ninth  page  of  the  Ueseage : 

"The  Oovemment  la  the  only  'proper' jDJgt 
where  its  agenls  should  redde  and  keep  tkcir  (Acts, 
tMcause  it  best  knows  where  their  presence  wiD  he 


The  inference  ia  then  distinotly  drawn,  tlut 
a  bank,  which  can  locate  branches  where  it 
plea'iea,  mnst  be  a  bank  "  for  other  than  pahlis 
purposes  " — or,  in  other  words,  that  the  powtr 
to  establish  two  branches  In  any  State,  "  with- 
out the  InjnnctlDn  or  request  of  the  Govern- 
ment," is  nnconstltntional,  becauae  it  ii  not 
necessary  to  the  due  ezecntim  of  the'powen 
delegated  to  Congress. 

I  put  it  Bolemnly.  now,  to  honorable  m«a  tf 
alt  parties  and  opinions,  to  be  answered  in  csn- 
dor  at  this  orlraa  in  onr  affairs,  what  ia  tbis 
scheme,  this  only  constitntJonsJ  scheme  ol  a 
nationid  bankt  What  were  the  features  of 
that  bank,  than  whioh  there  is  no  other  wbich 
can  obtun  the  Executive  sanction  t  It  is,  >ir,- 
that  plan  of  a  Government  bank  which  hs9 
been  denonnced  by  every  other  intelligent  man, 
of  every  political  party,  in  every  part  of  the 
conntry.  No  one — not  the  moot  lealoas  polit- 
ical partisan — not  even  a  sin|^e  ribald  editor, 
seeking  ofBce,  has  ever  yet  dand  to  stand  op  in 
the  face  of  the  conntry,  and  proclaim  the  opin 
ion  that  snch  a  bank  oonld  be  tolerated  ia  a 
free  oonntry.  Both  in  and  ont  of  these  BsUi 
snch  a  scheme  has  been  ri^cnled  by  men  efaO 
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ptrtied.  The  Oomm!Ue«  of  WavB  and  Ueaiu 
of  the  other  Honse,  oompoBad  of  hU  strongest 
politicil  fKends,  ia  tli«  first  year  of  his  Adoiiuis- 
tritJOD,  in  their  report  on  this  part  of  the  Fresi- 
deat'B  MesBAge  of  1S3S,  speaking  of  the  "cor- 
tupeing  inBnence  which  snob  oa  institation 
woald  erercisB  over  the  eleotione  of  the  OOUD- 
ti7,"deeUredit  to  be  "irre3iBtibIe,"aDd added, 
"  No  nutter  hj  what  meoDB  an  AdminiBtntion 
might  get  into  power,  with  Bach  a  tremendonB 
engine  in  ttieir  hand^  It  woold  tw  alnioat  im- 
pcoiible  to  diajdace  tliein  without  Bomemiraea- 
Iddb  interposition  of  Providenoe^" 

I  ask,  wliat  JB  to  be  done  fartheooontrT? 
All  thinking  tnen  must  cow  admit  that,  aa  Uie 
present  bank  must  close  ita  ooneems  in  Lesa 
than  foor  years,  the  pecuniary  diatresB,  the 
oDaunercial  embarrassinents,  oonsequent  npon 
its  deBtroetion,  tnuat  exceed  an;  thing  which 
hu  ever  been  known  in  oar  history,  nnless 
Mioe  other  bank  cau  be  established  to  relieve 
na.  Elsht  and  a  half  miUiooa  of  the  bauk 
capital,  belon^Dg  ta  foreigners,  most  be  drawn 
from  ns  to  Earope.  Seven  millions  of  the 
capital  moat  be  paid  to  the  Govemroent,  not  to 
be  loaned  again,  but  to  remain,  as  the  President 
proposes,  deported  in  a  branch  of  the  Treaea- 
■7,  to  check  the  issues  of  the  local  banks.  The 
immense  available  resonrces  of  the  present 
inititntion,  amounting,  aa  appears  by  the  report 
ia  tLe  other  House,  to  $62,067,463,  are  to  he 
used  fbr  banking  no  longer,  and  nearly  fifteen 
milliODS  of  dollSTs  in  notes  diaoonnted,  on  per- 
sonal and  other  security,  moat  tie  paid  to  the 
bask.  The  State  banks  must  pay  over  all  their 
debts  to  the  expiring  inBtitntion,  and  onrtail 
^leir  discounts  to  do  so,  or  resort,  for  the  relief 
of  their  debtors,  to  the  old  plan  of  emitting 
moie  paper,  to  be  honght  np  by  specnlators  at  a 
heavy  disoounL  The  prediction  of  Mr.  Lowndes 
in  1S19  must  be  fulfilled.  "That  the  de- 
Btmction  of  the  United  States  Bank  would  be 
fijUoirod  by  the  establishment  of  paper  money, 
ha  firmly  believed ;  he  might  also  say  he  knew. 
It  was  an  extremity,  he  said,  from  which  the 
Eoase  would  recoil."  The  farmer  must  agun 
sell  his  grain  to  the  oonntry  merchant  for  State 
bank  p^>er  at  a  discount  of  from  ten  to  twenty, 
or  even  thirty  per  cent  in  the  nearest  commer- 
cial city.  The  merchant  must  receive  from  the 
farmer  the  same  paper  in  exchange  for  all  the 
merchandise  he  consumes.  The  merchant  with 
his  money  must  purchase  other  merchandise  in 
the  cities,  and  must  often  sell  it,  at  an  advanoe 
on  that  price,  to  the  farmer,  of  twenty  per  cent 
to  save  himself  ftom  loss. 

The  depreciation  of  the  p^er  thus  operates 
as  a  tax  oa  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  all 
the  eonsomers  of  merchandise,  to  its  whole 
amoDQt  The  loss  of  confidence  among  men, 
the  total  derangement  of  that  admirable  system 
ef  etchaDges  waich  is  now  acknowledged  to  be 
better  than  exists  in  any  other  country  on  the 
globe,  overtrading  uid  speculation  on  false  capi- 
tal ill  every  part  of  the  coantry,  that  rapid 
BuduatioD  in  the  atandard  of  value  for  money, 


which,  like  the  nnseen  pestilence,  withers  all 
the  efforts  of  industry,  while  the  sufferer  is  in 
utter  ignorance  of  the  cause  of  his  destruction ; 
bankruptcieB  and  ruiu,  at  the  anticipation  of 
which  the  heart  aickens,  mast  follow  in  die  long  ■ 
trun  of  evils  which  are  assuredly  before  ua. 


Thubbdat,  July  IS. 
The  Bank  YtU. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  veto  Heasage  of  the  President, 

Mr.  Olat  rose.  He  sud  he  had  some  obser- 
vations to  submit  on  this  qaestion,  which  be 
would  not  trespass  on  the  Senate  in  offerinc, 
bnt  that  it  had  some  oommand  of  leisure,  ui 
coDseqneuce  of  the  conference  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  in  respect  to  the  tariff. 

A  bill  to  recharter  the  hank  had  recently 
passed  Congreaa,  after  much  deliberaUon,  la 
this  body,  we  know  that  there  are  memttera 
enoagh,  who  entertain  no  oonstitntional  scruplcB, 
to  make,  witli  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
passed,  a  m^ority  of  two-thirds.  In  the 
Honee  of  Representatives,  also,  it  is  believed 
there  is  a  like  majority  in  favor  of  the  hill. 
Notwithstanding  this  state  of  things,  the  Pred- 
dent  baa  r^eoted  the  bill,  and  transmitted  to 
the  Senate  an  elalwrate  Message,  oommunicatiog 
at  large  his  ot^eotions.  The  oonstitntion  re- 
qniree  that  we  should  reconsider  the  hill,  and 
that  the  question  of  ita  passage,  the  President's 
objections  noCwitlistanaing,  shall  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.  Bespeot  to  him,  as  well  as  the 
ii^innotiODs  of  the  constitution,  require  that 
we  should  deliberately  examine  his  reasons,  and 
reconsider  the  question. 

The  veto  is  an  extraordinary  power,  which, 
thoogh  tolerated  by  the  constitution,  was  not 
expected  by  the  convention  to  be  used  in  ordi- 
nary cases.  It  was  deygned  for  instancea  of 
frecipitate  legislation,  in  unguarded  moments, 
hus  restricted,  and  it  had  been  thus  restricted 
by  all  former  Presidents,  it  might  not  be  mis- 
chievous. During  Mr.  Madison's  Administration 
of  eight  yeans  there  had  occurred  hut  two  or 
three  cases  of  its  exercise.  During  the  last 
Administration,  I  do  not  now  reoolleot  that  it 
was  once.  In  a  period  little  upwards  of  three 
years,  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  has  em- 
ployed the  veto  four  times.  We  now  bear 
quite  frequently,  in  the  progress  of  measures 
UiroQgb  OongresB,  the  statement  that  the  Presi- 
dent will  veto  them,  urged  as  an  objection  to 
their  passage. 

The  veto  ia  hardly  reoonralable  with  the  gen- 
ius of  representative  Government  It  is  totiUly 
irreconcilable  with  it,  if  it  is  to  be  frequently 
employed,  in  respect  to  the  expediency  of  meaa- 
ures,  as  well  as  their  constitutionality.  It  is  a 
feature  of  our  Government  borrowed  from  a 
prerogative  of  the  British  King.  And  it  ia 
remarkable  tiiat  in  England  it  has  grown  obso- 
lete, not  having  been  used  for  npwarda  of  ft 
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centni7.  At  the  commeaoement  of  the  Freuob 
rerolntiaii,  in  dimDamog  the  prmciples  of  their 
oonBtitntion,  Id  the  National  Conventioii,  th« 
veto  held  a  oouBpieDona  figure.  The  gsj,  laugh- 
ing population  of  Paris  l^stowed  on  the  King 
the  appellalion  of  Monirieur  Veto,  and  the 
Qoeen  that  of  Uadame  Veto.  The  oonveotiott 
flnaD;  dear«ed  that  if  a  meainie  r^ected  bj 
the  King  aLonld  obtain  the  ianction  of  the  two 
oonconiiig  L^^islatQres,  it  shonld  be  a  law,  not- 
withstanding the  veto.  In  the  oonatitution  of 
Kentucky,  and  perhape  in  some  of  the  State 
oonstitotioDB,  it  la  provided  that  if^  after  the  re- 
JeotioQ  of  a  bill  by  the  Oovemor,  it  ghall  be 
passed  bf  a  m^orit;  of  all  the  membera  eleoted 
to  both  Uonaee,  it  shall  become  a  law,  notwith- 
standing the  Ooveraor'a  ol^eotioas.  As  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  Govemment,  the  Chief 
Magistrate  has  great  weight  !£,  after  a  respeoU 
fbl  oonsideration  of  his  objections  urged  Bgwnst 
a  bill,  a  inqjority  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
the  I>Bgislatnre  shall  still  pass  it,  uotwitbstand- 
fng  his  official  inflnenoe  and  the  force  of  his 
reasons,  ought  it  not  to  become  a  law  t  Ooght 
the  opinion  of  one  man  to  overmle  that  of  a 
le^slative  body  twice  deliberatolj  espreseed? 

It  (iannot  be  imagined  that  the  convention 
contemplated  the  application  of  the  veto  to  a 
.  qnesdon  which  has  been  so  long,  so  ofton,  and 
so  thoronghl;  scmtinized,  as  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  every  department  of 
the  Oovemment,  In  almost  every  stage  of  its 
existonoe^  and  by  tite  people,  and  by  (£e  State 
Legislatores.  Of  all  the  controverted  questions 
whieh  have  sprang  np  under  our  Qovwiiment, 
not  one  has  b«eD  ao  tnlly  investigated  aa  that  of 
Its  power  to  eeteblish  a  Bank  of  the  United 


ing  the  qnestion  of  the  constitutional  authority 
of  the  Legislatare  to  estebliah  an  incorporated 
bank,  as  twing  prMdn<}ed,  in  my  judgment,  by 
repeated  recognitions,  vnder  varied  cironm' 
stances,  of  the  validity  of  such  an  institntion,  in 
acta  of  the  legislative,  execntive,  and  Judicial 
branches  of  the  Government,  aocompaoied  by 
Indications,  in  diflbrent  modes,  of  a  cononr- 
renoa  of  the  general  will  of  the  nation."  Mr. 
Madtato,  himself  opposed  to  the  flrst  Bank  of 
the  United  Btetes,  yielded  his  own  convictions 
to  thoae  <tf  the  nation,  and  all  the  departments 
(rfthe  Government  thus  often  eipreased.  8ab- 
aeqnont  to  this  true,  but  strong  statement  trf  the 
case,  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  estebmhed,  and  numerous  other  acta  o!  all 
the  department?  of  the  Government,  manifest- 
ing their  settled  sense  of  the  power,  have  been 
added  to  those  which  existed  prior  to  the  date 
of  Mr.  Madison's  Message. 

No  question  bos  been  more  generally  cUs- 
onwed,  within  the  last  two  years,  oy  the  people 
at  large,  and  In  State  Legislatores,  than  that  of 
the  bank ;  and  this  consideration  of  it  has 
been  prompted  by  tlio  President  himself.  In 
Itis  first  HesBOge  to  Oungress,  (in  December, 


1629,)  he  brought  the  sulject  to  the  vi«w  «t 
that  body  and  the  nation,  and  e^mnl;  declind 
that  it  ooold  not,  for  the  iDt«reets  al  ill  am- 
cemed,  be  "  too  bood  "  settled.  In  eaih  of  hii 
Bubeeqnent  annnal  Hesa^ea,  in  18!S  and  in 
18S1,  he  again  invited  the  atteatton  of  CoogKH 
to  the  anbject.  Thus,  after  an  interval  of  tve 
years,  and  after  the  intervention  of  tiia  electiaD 
of  a  new  Oongreae,  the  Preadent  deliberaUlf 
renews  his  recommendation  te  ccnadar  Ite 
queation  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  ItM 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Aud  yet  his  Meiidt 
now  declare  the  agitation  of  the  qnestian  to  U 
premature!  It  was  not  premature  in  1829  u 
present  the  question,  but  it  is  prematiue  in 
1833  to  oonuder  and  dedde  it ! 

After  the  President  hud  directed  publk  ittto- 
tion  to  this  qnestioo,  it  becKune  not  only  a  topin 
of  popular  conversation,  hot  was  dianuud  in 
the  press,  and  employed  as  b  theme  m  pc^miir 
elections.  I  was  myself  interrogated  to  more 
occasions  than  one,  to  make  a  ^ nUic  eipruaoa 
of  my  seuUmente ;  and  a  friend  lA  miM,  ia 
Kentucky,  a  candidate  for  the  State  Legialitare, 
told  ma  near  two  years  ago,  tiiat  be  wu  v- 
prised,  in  an  obscure  port  of  his  ccnntiy,  (tiw 
hills  of  Benson,)  where  there  was  but  little 
oocawou  for  banks,  to  find  himself  qnetiioiiBd 
on  the  stomp  as  to  tiie  rechartor  of  the  Biukirf 
the  United  States.  It  seemed  aa  if  ■  sort  of 
general  order  bad  gone  out  frcon  head-qoulen 
to  the  partisans  of  the  AdininistratiOD  ercrf- 
where,  to  agitato  and  make  the  most  of  tbt 
qnestion.  iHiey  have  done  lo :  and  Ibeir  coo- 
dltion  now  reminds  me  of  the  faUe  inteUM 
by  Dr.  Franklin  of  the  Eagle  and  th«  Git,hi 
demonstrate  tlutt  .^eop  bad  not  eilisiuUd 
invention,  in  the  constmotion  of  hismeuxinUt 
fables.  The  ea^le,  yon  know,  Mr.  Pmideit, 
pounced,  fh>m  bis  lofty  flight  in  the  air,  iqMii 
a  cat,  t^ng  it  to  be  a  pig.  Having boraeitf 
his  prixe,  he  quickly  fdt  most  paufUlj  tlw 
pavrs  of  the  cat  thrust  de^ly  into  Ins  iia 
and  body.  Whilst  flying,  he  held  apariey viu 
the  Bopposed  pig,  and  propoaod  to  let  go  biilioH 
if  the  other  would  let  him  alone.  No,  nvi 
puss,  you  brought  me  from  yonder  earth  bdo", 
and  I  will  hold  fast  to  yon  nntil  yon  oany  me 
back ;  a  condition  to  which  the  et^  readiV 

The  friends  of  the  President,  who  havs  beta 
for  near  three  years  agitating  this  qoertiou,  no* 
turn  round  upon  their  opponents  who  ban 
supposed  the  President  quite  serioos  isd  is 
earnest,  in  presenting  it  for  public  cousderUuM, 
aud  charge  them  with  prematurely  ^tatiagiL 
And  that  f(>r  eleotionewing  poiposesl  iw 
other  side  noderstAnda  perfectly  tie  pdicj  o" 
preferring  an  nnjnst  cha^e  in  ordw  te  anm  * 
well-fon^ed  aocosatioa. 

If  there  be  an  eleotioneerine  motive  m  tM 
matter,  who  have  been  actuated  by  it!  'n<*« 
who  have  taken  tiie  Prendent  at  his  wtHd,u<l 
deUberated  on  a  measure  which  he  h»«  » 
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inefiu  to  elude  the  (jneBtinn  t  By  altentatelf 
MuiDguid  threatening  the  bank;  by  an  ei- 
(raordinaiy  ioTestigstion  iuto  the  adininistraUon 
ofthebaok;  Bnd  by  ever;  Bpeoiesof  postpona- 
tnent  and  prooraatuuitton,  dnriug  the  progrew 
oT  thebiD. 

Notivithatanding  all  these  i^»Xxaj  expedients, 
« majority  of  Gongresa,  pronii)ted  by  the  will 
inA  tbe  l>e«t  interests  of  the  nation,  pawed  the 
bill  And  I  shall  now  proceed,  with  great 
lesped  and  deference,  to  eianiine  some  of  the 
objections  to  its  beooming  a  law,  contained  in 
Um  President's  Message,  avoiding,  aa  nncli  aa  1 
un,  a  repetition  of  what  gentlemen  hare  eaid 
irbo  preceded  me. 

The  Prerident  thinks  that  the  preoedenta, 
drawn  from  tlie  pri>oeedings  of  Congreas,  as  to 
the  eooititationat  power  to  eatablish  a  bank, 
■re  aentrafized,  by  there  being  two  for,  and 
twn  against  the  anthority.  He  snppoaes  that 
oee  GoDgrew  in  1811,  and  another  in  1616, 
decided  against  the  power.  Let  ns  eramine 
boCli  of  tiiese  caeee.  The  Honse  of  P^preaent- 
itirea,  in  1S11,  passed  the  bill  to  recharter  the 
biDk,  and  oonaeqnently  affirmed  the  power. 
The  8enat«  dnrlog  the  same  year  were  dirided, 
IT  and  IT,  and  the  Vice  President  gave  the 
dating  vote.  Of  the  aeTenteen  who  voted 
a^nst  the  bonk,  we  know,  &om  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  ICary  land,  (Ur.  Sioth,) 
noir  present,  that  he  entertained  no  donltt 
ThaCever  of  the  constitntional  power  of  Con- 
gress to  establish  a  bank,  and  that  he  voted  on 
totally  distinct  gronnd.  Taking  away  his  vot«, 
and  adding  it  to  the  17  who  vot«d  for  the  bank, 
tbe  nomber  wonld  have  stood  16  for,  and  16 
■giinsttbe  rower.  Bnt  we  know,  farther,  that 
llr.  Qaillard,  Mr.  Anderson,  and  Mr.  Kobinson, 
made  a  part  of  that  IS ;  and  that  in  1816  all 
tbree  of  them  voted  for  the  bank.  Take  those 
three  votes  from  the  Ifl,  and  add  them  to  the 
18,  and  tbe  vote  of  1811,  as  to  the  qaestion  of 
tbe  ctmstitntional  power,  wonld  have  been  fil 
tod  IS.  And  of  theee  thirteen,  there  mioht 
hare  been  others  atiU  who  were  not  governed  in 
tbeir  votes  by  any  donbts  of  the  power, 

la  regard  to  the  Congress  of  1815,  so  far  from 
th«ir  having  entertained  any  gcmples  in  respect 
to  the  power  to  establish  a  bank,  they  aotaally 
passed  a  bank  bill,  and  thereby  aOirmed  the 
power.  It  is  true  that,  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives, 
(Ur.  Cbeves,)  they  r^ected  another  bank  bill, 
not  on  grounds  of  want  of  power,  but  npon 
considerations  of  expediency  In  the  partjcolar 
■tructere  of  that  bank. 

Both  die  adverse  precedents,  therefore,  relied 
npoo  in  the  Message,  operate  dii«otly  against 
the  a^nment  which  they  were  brought  forward 
tonuiDtain.  Gongresa,  by  varioos  other  acta, 
in  r«laIion  to  tbe  Bulk  of  the  United  States, 
l»s  again  and  again  aanotioned  tbe  power. 
And  I  believe  it  may  be  truly  affirmed  that, 
friun  the  commencement  of  the  Government  to 
tbig  day  there  has  not  been  a  Congress  opposed 
to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  SUtea  npon  tbe 


distinot  gronnd  of  a  want  of  power  to  estab- 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  must  request  the 
indnlgenoe  of  the  Benate,  whilst  1  express  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  myself, 

I  voted  in  1811,  against  tbe  old  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  I  delivered  on  tbe  occasion  a 
speech,  in  which,  among  other  reasons,  I 
assigned  that  of  its  being  nuoonstitutional. 
My  speech  has  been  read  to  the  8enal«  during 
the  pro^eaa  of  this  bill,  but  the  reading  of  it 
excited  no  other  regret  than  that  it  was  read  in 
anch  a  wretched,  bungUng,  mangling  manner. 
Daring  a  long  public  life,  (I  mention  ^e  fact  not 
aa  claiming  any  merit  for  it,)  the  only  great  quea- 
tion  in  which  1  have  ever  changed  my  opinion,  is 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uoitad  SUtes.  If  Uie 
researches  of  the  Senator  had  carried  him  a  little 
farther,  he  would,  by  turning  over  a  few  more 
leaves  of  the  some  book  from  which  he  read  my 
speech,  have  found  that  wliicb  I  made  in  1816, 
la  snpport  of  the  present  bank.  By  the  reasons 
assigned  in  it  for  the  change  of  my  opinion.  I 
am  ready  to  abide  in  the  judgment  of  the 

E resent  generation  and  of  posterity.  In  1816, 
eing  Speaker  of  tbe  Honse  of  BepresentativeEL 
it  was  perfectly  in  my  power  to  have  said 
nothing  and  done  nothing,  and  thus  have  con- 
cealed tbe  change  of  opinion  which  my  mind 
had  undergone.  Bnt  I  did  not  choose  to  remain 
silent  and  esci^  responsibility.  1  obose  pub-' 
Holy  to  avow  my  actnal  conversion.  The  war, 
and  the  fatal  experience  of  its  disastrous  events, 
had  changed  me.  Mr.  Madison,  Governor  Pleas- 
ants, and  almost  all  the  pnblic  men  aronnd  me, 
my  political  friends,  had  changed  tbeir  opinions 
from  tbe  same  causes. 

The  power  to  establish  a  .bonk  is  deduced 
from  that  claose  of  the  constitution  which 
confers  on  Congress  all  powers  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  Into  weot  tbe  enumerated 
powers.  In  1811,  I  believed  a  Bank  of  the 
United  8tat«s  not  neoeaaary,  and  that  a  safe 
reliance  might  be  placed  on  the  local  banks, 
in  the  administration  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the 
Government.  The  war  taught  us  many  lessons ; 
and,  among  others,  demonstrated  tbe  necessity 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  suaoBssfnl 
operations  of  the  Govemmenb  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Senate  with  a  perusal  of  my  speeeh 
'"  1816,  bnt  ask  its  permission  to  read  a  few 


"But  how  stood  the  case  in  ISIfl,  when  he  was 
culled  npon  again  to  eiamine  tite  powers  of  the 
General  Qoveniment  to  Incorpormte  a  national 
bank  T  A  total  change  of  drcamstances  was  pre- 
■cDted — event*  of  tbe  utmost  migoitude  had  intei^ 

"  A  seneral  suspension  of  specie  paytnenta  bad 
taken  [dace,  and  ibis  hud  led  to  a  t»in  of  conse- 
quences of  the  most  alarming  nature.  He  beheld, 
disperaed  over  the  innnense  extent  of  the  United 
Stales,  about  three  hundred  bstiking  institutions, 
enjoying,  in  diS^rent  degrees,  the  confldenca  of  the 
public,  shaken  as  to  tbem  all,  nnder  no  direct  con- 
trol of  the  General  Oovemment,  and  sutject  to  no 
actual  reaponubillly  to  tbe  State  aBihoiitie&    These 
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«  emittiog  the  actosl  coneDO;  of  the 


United  ButM— •  cmrancj  couaisting  of  paper, 
wbkh  ther  Ddtber  paid  intereit  nor  prfncipw, 
vhlln  it  WH  eichanged  for  the  paper  of  the  com- 
mnnlty,  on  whicb  both  were  paid.  We  saw  these 
inaCitutioiu,  in  fact,  exercidas  what  bad  been  con- 
tldered,  at  all  timaa,  and  ia  »&  couolriM,  one  of  the 
Usheat  attribnles  of  aorereigntj — the  regulation 
of  the  current  medium  oF  the  countrj.  They  •rere 
DO  longer  eompeCeut  to  ueist  the  Treasury  In  either 
of  the  great  operationa  of  collection,  deposit,  or 
diatribnSon  of  tha  public  revenues.  In  (act,  the 
paper  vhid  they  emitted,  and  which  the  Treasury, 
from  the  force  of  erenta,  fouud  Itself  constrained  to 


d  could  not  be  nsed  where  it 
waa  wanled,'foT  the  purpoaea  of  OoTemmeDt,  with- 
out  a  rainoDB  and  Brbitrarr  brokerage.  Eiery  man 
who  paid  to  or  recdved  from  the  Oonniinent,  paid 
or  reodred  b«  mnoh  \tu  than  he  ought  to  hue  done, 
aa  was  the  difiecance  between  the  medium  in  which 
tha  payment  ma  effected  and  speole.  Taxes  were 
no  longer  uniform.  Jn  New  England,  where  specie 
payments  had  not  been  sospended,  the  people  were 
called  upon  to  pay  larger  contributioDi  than  where 
they  were  suspended.  In  Kentucky  as  mach  mor« 
was  paid  bj  the  people  in  their  taxes,  than  was 
paid,  for  example,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  ai  Kentnoky 
paper  was  worth  more  than  Ohio  paper.    •    ■    • 

"  Considering,  then,  that  the  state  of  the  cnrren- 
ey  was  snob  that  no  thinking  man  coald  contemplate 
It  irithoat  the  most  ierfoo*  alarm ;  that  it  threat- 
ened general  distress,  If  it  did  not  ultimately  lead 
to  conruMou  and  anbTeraion  of  the  OoTemment,  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  dnty  of  Congresa  to  ap- 
ply a  remedy,  if  a  remedy  conld  be  derised.  A  na- 
tional bank,  with  other  auxiliary  measures,  was  pro- 
posed aa  that  remedy.  Hr.  Cut  said  he  de- 
termined to  examine  the  question  with  as  little 
prejudice  as  ponible  anuns  fhim  his  former  opin- 
ion ;  he  knew  that  the  sattit  coune  to  him,  if  he 
pursued  a  cold,  calcnlatli^  prudence,  was  to  adhere 
to  that  opinion,  rtelll  or  wrong.  He  was  perfectly 
aware  that  if  he  changed,  or  seemed  to  change  It, 
he  should  expoae  himself  to  some  censure ;  bnt, 
looking  at  the  subject  with  the  light  shed  upon  it  by 
BTents  happening  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  he  could  no  longer  doubt.  *  *  *  He 
preferred,  to  the  sugges^ons  of  the  pride  of  con- 
■istoncj,  the  eHdeot  interests  of  the  commanity, 
and  determined  to  throw  himself  upon  their  Justice 
and  candor." 

The  lnt«rMt  which  foreigners  hold  in  the 
existing  Bank  of  the  Unit«d  States  ia  dwelt 
upon  in  the  Message  as  a  serioos  otjectjon  to  the 
reeharter.  Bnt  this  interest  is  the  resale  of  the 
aasignaUe  natnre  of  the  stock ;  and  if  the  ob- 
JecUon  be  well  founded.  It  applies  to  Got- 
emment  stock,  to  the  stock  in  local  banks,  in 
canal  and  other  companies,  created  for  internal 
improvements,  »nd  every  species  of  money  or 
movables  in  which  foreigners  may  acquire  on 
interest  The  assignable  character  of  the  stock 
b  a  qnalit;  coaferred,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
fbreigners,  bnt  for  that  of  onr  own  citizens. 
And  the  fkct  of  ita  being  transferred  to  them  ia 
the  effbet  of  the  balance  of  trade  bwng  against 
u — an  evil,  if  it  be  one,  which  the  American 


system  will  oorreot.  AH  Govemmeots  wutini 
capital  resort  to  foreign  nations  posaaasiDg  it  ii 
snpentbnndance,  to  ootain  It.  Bometimcs  tb« 
resort  is  even  made  by  one  to  ancohM'  bc]ji- 
gerent  nation.  During  onr  revolnliDDary  war 
we  obtained  foreign  capital  (Dutch  and  Frencb) 
to  aid  us.  Daring  the  late  war  Amerioo  slock 
was  sent  to  Europe  to  edl ;  and,  if  I  am  nut 
misinformed,  to  Liverpool.  The  queetico  do«i 
not  depend  npon  the  place  whence  the  oapitd  ii 
obtcuned,  bnt  the  advantageons  oae  (tf  it  llw 
confidence  of  foreigners  in  onr  stocks  is  •  pnwf 
of  t^e  solidity  of  oar  c»«dit,  Foreignen  tisrs 
no  voice  in  the  administration  of  thii  bink; 
and  if  they  bay  its  stock,  they  areoUlfedle 
submit  to  oitiieos  of  tha  United  Btaiai  te 
manage  it.  The  Senat<H'  from  Teonenee  (Jlr. 
White)  bAs  what  would  have  been  thecnidi- 
tiun  of  this  country,  if,  doring  the  late  wir,  thii 
bank  had  ezisted,  with  such  an  interest  in  it  u 
foreigners  now  holdl  I  will  tell  him.  Ws 
should  have  avoided  many  of  the  disutoi  d 
that  war ;  perhaps  those  of  Detroit,  iod  A 
this  place.  The  Oovemment  would  havs  pee- 
seened  ample  means  for  ita  vigoreus  pcuMcn- 
tion ;  and  the  interest  of  foreigners  (Britiih 
snt^ecta  especially)  wonid  have  operaled  opcE 
them,  not  upon  ns.  Will  it  not  be  a  serious  erfl 
to  be  obliged  to  remit  in  specie  to  foraigncn 
the  eight  millions  which  they  now  have  iallii 
hank,  instead  of  retaining  that  Ujiital  wilhii 
the  country  to  stimulate  ita  industry  ind  tattr- 

The  President  assigns  in  his  Uesuge  a  em- 
epicnons  place  to  the  alU^ed  iqjarioos  oper*^ 


of  the  bank  a 


the  inter«st«  of  the  w«ten 


kindneGB  manifeeted  towards  tbem; 

although  I  think  they  have  mnoh  reasoatodt^ 
reoale  it.  The  pec^e  (rf  all  tbe  West  owe  to 
this  bank  about  thirty  minions,  whidi  ban 
been  borrowed  from  it;  and  the  Preaidnl 
thinks  that  the  pajments  for  the  interest,  uA 
other  facilities  which  they  derive  from  tlx 
operation  of  this  bank,  are  so  onerooi  m  » 
produce  "a drain  of  their  currency,  whid>  i» 
country  can  bear  without  inconvenieooe  ao^ 
oooBMonal  distress."  His  remedy  b  to  MNspd 
them  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  debt  whidi  they 
have  contracted  in  a  period  short  of  four  yean 
Kow,  ICr.  President,  if  tbey  cannot  pay  the  ia- 
torest  without  distress,  how  are  they  to  pay 
the  princip^  1  If  they  cannotpey  a  pert,  how 
are  they  to  pay  the  whole  I  Whether  tiie  pt.r- 
ment  of  the  interest  be  or  be  not  a  bunkn  to 
them,  is  a  question  for  themselves  to  dead*, 
respecting  wbicb  they  might  bedispoeedio^ 
pense  with  the  kindness  of  the  PreudeoL  I( 
mstead  of  borrowing  thirty  millions  from  ite 
bank,  they  had  borrowed  a  like  sum  from  » 
Girard,  John  Jacob  Astor,  or  any  other  bankw, 
what  would  they  think  of  one  who  shooW  eon* 
to  them  and  say — "  Gentlemen  of  the  Weft  it 
will  min  yon  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  dew, 
and  therefore  I  will  oWigeyou-topaythewboU 
erf  the  princip^  in  less  than  four  yeui."    Wean 
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thef  not  Tt^j — "  We  know  what  tre  are  about ; 
mbd  joar  own  badneu ;  we  are  aatiified  that 
in  nan  we  can  make  not  onl^  the  Interest  on 
i^hat  we  loan,  but  a  fair'ptofit  beride." 
A  gnuU  mistake  eiieta  abont  the  Weatem 

r'ation  of  the  bank.  It  ia  not  the  bank,  bnt 
biuinen,  the  oonmieree  of  l^  Wert,  and  the 
operationa  of  Goremmeat,  that  oceoaion  the 
transfer  annually  (rf  mone;  ^m  the  Weat  to 
the  Atlaotio  States.  What  is  the  ootnal  eoarae 
of  things  t  The  bnnneM  andoommeroa  of  the 
¥«at  are  carried  on  with  New  Orlewu,  with 
tbe  Southern  and  Sonthweetem  States,  and 
with  the  Atlantic  eitiea.  We  transport  oar 
dead  CH"  inonimata  erodaoe  to  New  Orleans,  and 
Teceive  in  retnm  ooecks  or  drafts  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  StatM,  at  a  preminm  of  a  half 
per  cent.  We  send  hj  onr  drovere,  onr  live 
Hock  to  the  BoBth  and  Soutbwest,  and  receive 
smilar  ohecks  in  retom.  With  these  drafts  or 
cliecki  oar  merchants  prooeed  to  tbe  AUanUe 
oilie^  and  pnrebase  domeriia  or  foreign  goods 
ibr  Weatem  eonsDinptioa.  The  lead  and  for 
trade  with  IGawnrl  and  Illinois  is  also  carried 
on  principallj  throogh  the  ageaej  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stotaa.  ^a  OoTemment  also 
transfera  to  plaoes  where  it  ts  wanted,  throngh 
that  bank,  the  snma  aoonmnlatad  at  the  different 
land  offioea  for  pnrchwea  of  the  pnblio  lands. 

Ifow,  all  these  varied  operations  most  go  on 
—all  these  remittanoes  most  be  made,  Bonk  qf 
tbe  Dnitad  States  or  no  bank.  The  bask  does 
not  create,  bnt  it  fitcilitatee  them.  The  bank  is 
a  mero' vehicle,  jost  as  mnoh  so  as  the  steam- 
boat ia  the  Tebicle  which  transports  onr  prod- 
nee  to  the  great  mart  of  New  Orleans,  and 
not  the  grower  of  that  prodnoe.  II  is  to  oon- 
foond  canae  and  efTeot,  to  attribnta  to  the 
bankthe  tranaftr  of  money  thtin  the  West  to  the 
Esst  Annihilate  the  bank  to-morrow,  and 
similar  tranafara  of  capita],  the  some  demiription 
of  pecDniarr  operations,  must  l>e  continped ; 
not  so  well,  it  ia  trae,  bat  performed  thej  mnst 
be,  ill  or  well,  nnder  anf  state  of  cironm- 

The  trae  qneaUous  aie,  how  are  thej  now 
pwfraiQed?  now  were  the;r  condaoted  prior 
to  the  existence  of  tbe  bank!  how  would 
they  be  after  it  ceased  t  I  can  tell  yon  what 
WIS  onr  condition  before  the  bank  was  estab- 
lished ;  and,  aa  I  reason  frmn  post  to  future 
experieaoe^  nndw  anal(»oas  cirenmstanoee,  I 
em  Tcatnre  to  predict  what  It  will  probably  be 
wilhont  the  bank. 

BtlOn  the  estabUshment  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statea,  the  eiobange  bnaiDeBB  of  the 
West  waa  carried  on  by  a  preminra,  which  was 
geoet^j-  paid  on  all  remittanoes  to  the  East  of 
two  and  a  naif  per  oent.  The  a^r^ate  amonnt 
of  all  remittaacea,  tbronghont  the  whole  circle 
of  the  year,  waa  very  great ;  vid,  iostead  of  the 
ram  thwi  paid,  we  now  nay  half  per  cent,  or 
nnching^  if  notes  of  the  Bonk  of  the  United 
Sutea  be  need.  Prior  to  the  bank  we  were 
witbont  the  eqiital  of  tbe  thirty  millions  which 
that  iostitntion  now  supplies,  stimnlating  onr 


„  „  rpriae.    In 

KentQoky  we  have  no  spede  paying  bank, 
soaroely  any  cnrrenoy  other  than  tlut  of  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btataa  and  ila 
branches. 

How  is  the  West  to  pay  thia  enormoos  debt 
of  thirty  millions  of  dollan?  It  is  imponible. 
It  cannot  be  done.  General  distress,  cert^n, 
wide-spread,  inevitable  rain,  mnst  be  the  conse- 

Sienoes  of  an  attempt  to  enforce  tba  payment. 
epresslon  in  the  valoe  of  all  properiy,  ^eriffi' 
sales  and  sacrifices — bankruptcy,  mnst  neces- 
sarily ensue ;  and,  with  them,  relief  laws,  pu>er 
money,  a  prostration  of  the  oomte  of  Justfoe, 
evila  from  which  we  have  Jost  emei^ed,  most 
again,  with  all  their  train  of  afflletions,  revisit 
our  country.  But  it  is  argued  by  the  gentle- 
man frcun  Tenneiaee,  (Mi.  Waira,)  that  similar 
predictions  were  made,  withont  being  realized, 
fh)m  the  downfall  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea.  It  ia,  however,  to  be  recollected  that 
the  old  bank  did  not  possess  one-third  of  the 
capital  of  the  present;  that  it  had  bnt  one  office 
west  of  tbe  monntalns,  whiUt  the  present  haa 
nine ;  and  that  it  bad  little  or  no  debt  doe  to 
it  in  that  onarter,  whilst  the  present  bank  boa 
thirty  millions.  The  war,  too,  which  shortly 
followed  the  downfall  of  the  old  bank,  and  the 
suspenuon  of  specie  payments  which  soon 
fi>llowad  the  war,  prevented  the  injury  apprft. 
hended  from  tiie  diseontinuanoe  of  tbe  old 
bank. 

Tbe  same  gentleman  ftirtber  arguea  that  the 
day  of  payment  mnst  come ;  and  he  asks  when, 
better  than  now  t  Is  it  to  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned ;  is  the  charter  of  the  present  bank  to  be 
perpetual  f    Why,  Mr.  President,  all  things — 

ffivemDleata,  republics,  empirea,  laws,  human 
»— donbtless  are  to  have  an  end ;  bnt  shall 
we  therefore  accelerate  their  termination  t  The 
West  is  now  yoong,  wants  oi^ital,  and  its  vast 
resources,  needing  nonrishment,  are  duly  de- 
veloping. By  and  by,  it  will  ocoumnlate 
wealth,  IVom  its  indnstiy  and  enterprise,  and 
poaaeaa  its  snrplus  capital.  The  charter  is  not 
made  perpetual,  because  it  is  wrong  to  bind 
posterity  perpetually.  At  the  end  of  the  term 
limited  for  its  renewal,  poaterity  will  have  the 

Crer  of  determining  for  itself  whether  the 
k  shall  then  be  wound  up,  or  prolonged 
another  term.  And  that  question  may  be 
decided,  as  it  now  ought  to  be,  b;r  a  oousidera- 
tion  of  the  iuteresta  of  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
the  West  among  the  rest.  Sufficient  for  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

The  President  tells  us  that,  if  the  Executive 
had  been  called  upon  to  furnish  the  project  of 
a  bank,  the  dnty  would  have  been  cbeerfnlly 
performed ;  and  he  states  that  a  bank,  com- 
petent to  all  the  duties  which  may  be  required 
by  the  Oovernraent,  might  be  organized  as  not 
to  inMnge  on  our  own  delegated  powera,  or 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  States.  The  Prari- 
dent  is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislative 
deportment.  As.suoh,  bills  which  have  passed 
both  Houses  of  Oongreso,  are  presented  to  him 
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o  the  I^ident  for  th«  project  of  » law,  I 
laUy  DSw  in  the  pnetioa,  and  ntteriy  codIjw? 
to  the  theory  of  the  QoTemment  whet  ehonld 
-we  think  of  the  Senate  oalling  upon  the  Eonae, 
or  the  Hoose  apon  the  Senate,  for  the  project 
<tf  aUwf 

In  Fnaea,  the  'King  poawased  the  initiative 
of  all  lawa,  and  none  comd  pass  without  ita  hav- 
ing I>een  previoadj  presented  to  one  of  the 
Ohanib<w«  07  (lie  Orown,  through  the  Kinisteri. 
Docfl  the  Preaident  wish  to  introduce  the  initja- 
tire  here  I  Are  the  powers  of  reooniDiendation, 
and  that  of  veto,  not  anffldent !  Uiut  all  legis- 
lation, in  its  commencement  and  in  ita  termina- 
tion, oonoentrate  in  the  Prerident  t  When  we 
■hall  liave  reached  that  state  of  things,  the  etec- 
tton  and  annnal  sessions  of  Coogresa  will  be  a 
nseless  tUtaxga  npon  the  people,  and  the  whole 
bnmnees  of  GOTemment  maj  be  economioally 
ooodneted  b^  nlcaaes  and  decrees. 

Congress  does  sometimes  reoeire  the  suggea- 
tiona  and  raioions  of  the  beads  of  departments, 
as  to  new  laws.  And,  at  the  oonunencement 
of  this  session,  in  his  annnal  report,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  stated  his  reasons  at  large, 
not  merely  in  favor  of  a  bank,  hnt  in  aapport 
of  the  existing  bank.  Who  coiud  have  bdieved 
that  that  responsible  officer  was  oommnnioating 
to  OonKresa  opinions  directiy  adverse  to  those 
entertained  by  the  President  himself!  When 
before  has  it  h^pened  that  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment recommended  the  passage  of  a  law, 
wliich,  being  accordingly  passed  and  presented 
to  the  President,  is  subjected  to  his  veto  I 
What  sort  of  a  bank  it  is,  with  a  project  of 
which  the  President  would  have  deigned  to 
famish  Congress,  if  the;  bad  ^>piied  to  bim,  be 
baa  not  stated.  In  the  alMenoe  of  sach  state- 
ment, we  con  only  coigectnre  that  it  is  his 
fkmons  Treasury  Bank,  formerly  recommended 
by  him,  from  which  the  people  bare  recoiled 
with  the  iostinctiTe  horror  excited  by  the  ap- 
proach  of  the  oholera. 

The  Ueseage  states  that  "  an  inreati^Uon 
nnwillinglyoonceded,  and  so  restricted  in  tune  as 
neoesau^y  to  make  it  incomplete  and  nnsatis- 
lactory,  mscloses  enough  to  excite  sospicion  and 
alarm."  As  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  the  President's  objections  notwith- 
standing, by  a  conatitutional  majority  of  two- 
thirds,  it  can  never  reach  the  House  of  Bepre- 
SMitatires.  The  members  of  that  Hoase^^and 
eepeoially  itadlBtingniahed  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Keans,  who  reported  the 
bill,  are  therefore  cut  off  from  all  opportunity 
of  defending  themselves.  Under  these  circam- 
stanccs,  allow  me  to  ask  bow  the  President  baa 
ascertdned  that  the  investigation  was  unwill- 
ingly conceded?  I  hare  nnderstood  directiy 
the  contrary ;  and  that  the  chairman  already 
referred  to,  as  well  as  other  members  in  favor 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  promptly  con- 
sented to  and  voted  for  the  investigation.  And 
we  all  know  that  those  in  sapport  ol  the  renewal 
oonld  have  prevented  the  investigation,  and 


that  they  did  not.  Bnt  ■nspioion  and  sIsib 
have  been  excited.  Saspi^on  and  slsnst 
Agunst  whom  is  this  sospicion  t  The  Hmm^ 
or  the  bank,  or  both  t 

Ifr.  President,  I  protest  against  the  ri^t  of 
any  Chief  Hagistrate  to  oome  into  either  Hoin 
<^  Congress,  and  acmtinize  the  motives  of  in 
memb^ ;  to  examine  whether  a  nwBKirt  Iim 
been  passed  with  promptitnde  or  rspngnasM; 
and  to  pronoonce  npon  the  willingOMs  or  in- 
wiUicgness  with  i^ich  it  has  been  adopted  at 
rqjeeted.  It  is  an  Interferenoe  in  eoDotna 
which  partake  of  a  doaieatle  nataia.  IW 
official  and  conatitntional  relations  between  tb« 
Prendent  and  the  two  Baaam  of  Ccswrs*  nb- 
sist  with  them  as  oi^floiaed  bodies.  Uistakn 
is  confined  to  their  consommated  pnwseJiift 
and  does  not  extend  to  measnraa  m  thor  iacn- 
lent  stages,  during  their  progress  throo^  tM 
Honses,  nor  to  the  motives  by  which  they  s» 
actuated. 

There  are  stnne  parts  of  this  l[esi^e  Ibt 
ought  to  excite  deep  alarm ;  and  that  BtpeMj 
in  which  the  Preaident  announces  that  fA 
nnblic  officer  may  interpret  the  eonstitatkn  m 
ne  pleases.  His  langnage  is:  ''Each  ftWu 
officer,  who  takea  an  oath  to  support  tbe  ccn- 
stitntion,  swears  tbat  be  will  soj^Mrt  it  u  b* 
nnderstands  it,  and  not  aa  it  is  nndenteod  b; 
others,"  •  ♦  •  "  xhe  opinion  of  Ifcs 
Jndges  hss  no  more  authority  over  Cengrtu  < 
than  tbe  opinion  of  Congress  has  ever  tlie 
indgee ;  and,  on  that  point,  the  PiMideot  it 
mdependent  of  both."  Now,  Mr.  Pre^dnt,  I 
conceive,  with  great  deference,  that  the  Pna- 
dent  haa  mistaken  the  pnrp<Hi  of  the  oitli  ts 
support  the  Constitntion  ta  the  United  Sistw. 
No  one  swears  to  snp^ort  it  as  be  nndertiadi 
it.  bnt  to  support  it  simply  as  it  is  in  tivtk 
All  men  are  bonnd  to  obey  tbe  laws,  cf  vUdi 
the  constitntion  is  the  supreme;  bat  nart 
they  obey  th«n  as  they  are,  or  as  they  andw-  i 
stand  them  t  If  the  obligation  of  (dtedkaM  | 
is  Umitfid  and  oontrolled  by  the  neasnrs  of 
information ;  in  other  wonts,  if  tbe  psrty  k 
bonnd  to  obey  the  oonatitatian  only  ta  1m 
understands  It,  what  woold  be  the  eonsemoiMl 
Tbe  Judge  of  an  inferior  oonrt  would  disobv 
tbe  mandate  of  a  snperior  tribunal,  beoaiMit 
was  not  in  cooformity  to  the  ooDstttatian,tshs 
understands  it ;  a  oaetom-honae  officer  vooU 
disoiwy  a  circular  from  the  Treaaniy  Depsrt- 
ment,  because  contrary  to  the  conititotiw,  M 
he  understands  it ;  sn  American  Minister  wwld 
disregard  an  instruction  from  the  FRsideet, 
commuoioated  through  the  DepartoMat  cf 
State,  l>ecanse  not  agreeable  to  the  constitDtkoi, 
as  he  understands  it ;  and  a  inbordiDate  officer 
in  the  army  or  navy  would  violate  the  orderi 
of  his  superior,  because  they  were  hot  in  iceort- 
ance  with  the  constitution,  as  he  Dnderstsodi 
it.  We  sliould  have  nothing  settled,  Dotbiu 
stable,  nothing  fixed.  There  would  be  g«^ 
disorder  and  confusion  throughout  ereij  branch 
of  administration,  ft«m  the  highesttothelowMt 
officers — nniveraal  nullification.    For  what  u 
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tba  dootrine  of  the  Preddent  bnt  thst  of 
SoDlta  Ckroliiu  B)nli«d  throngfaont  the  Unitm  t 
The  PnaidflDt  iDdupendeiit  both  of  OoogreH 
ud  the  Sopreme  Oonrt  I  Only  bound  to  exe- 
oita  the  UwB  of  the  one  and  the  deoiaions  of 
tbe  other  aatuu  they  eonform  to  the  OooBti- 
Uaioa  of  the  Daittsd  Stotea,  u  he  DDderataoda 
it  I  Tbeo  it  ahoiild  be  the  dot;  of  every  Preri- 
den^  OB  hU  inataUation  Into  offioe,  to  oarefnllj 
enndne  all  tbe  acta  in  the  ■tatnca  book,  ^i- 
proTed  b^  hU  predeaeMora,  and  mark  out  thoae 
wbkh  be  WW  reao)*ed  not  to  eseeate,  and  to 
wbidi  be  meant  to  Bn>l7  thU  new  ^leciea  of 
mto^  beesaae  they  were  repugnant  to  the  eon- 
•titotwa,  aa  be  luideritand*  it.  And,  after  tbe 
nqiiralioa  of  every  term  of  tbe  Supreme  Court, 
he  (hoold  send  fbr  tbe  record  of  ita  decimons, 
ud  dieoriniioate  between  those  which  he 
*onld,  and  Uioee  whii^  he  would  not,  eiecate, 
beeaaw  tbej  were  or  were  not  agreeable  to  tlie 
cooititutioa,  as  he  noderatands  it 

There  ie  Knottier  oonedtntional  dootrine  oon- 
taioed  in  the  Heeaage,  whnb  is  entirely  new  to 
DM.  Itaaeerta  tiiat  "tbe  Qoverumeut  of  the 
United  States  have  no  oonstitDtioDal  power  to 
puthaae  lands  within  tlte  Btotea,"  ezeept 
"t(tt  the  ereotitm  of  forts,  tnaganines,  Brsenau, 
dock  yards,  and  otlier  needful  buildings ;  "  and 
enn  for  these  objects  only  "  bythe  cuaseiit  of 
tbe  Legidatore  of  tbe  State  in  which  the  same 
■ball  )ml"  Now,  sir,  I  had  anppoeed  that  tbe 
ri^t  of  Congress  to  pnrobase  luids  iu  any  State 
vw  ineontestftble  ^  and,  in  point  of  fact,  it  prob- 
■bly,  tf  this  mmnent,  owns  lands  in  erery  State 
of  the  Union,  pnrobued  fl>r  taxes,  or  >•  ajodg- 
meot  or  morteage  oredJtor  And  there  are 
Ttrlont  acta  of  Congress  which  regolatA  tbe 
pordiase  and  transfer  of  saoh  lands:.  The 
sdriMis  ot  the  Present  have  confounded 
the  bcnl^  of  pnrehaaing  lands  with  the  exerdse 
of  ezdnrive  Jnriedictlon,  which  is  restricted  by 
the  ooostitDtimi  to  tbe  forts  and  other  boUdiuga 
dcKribed. 

The  Meaaage  presents  aome  striking  Instanoes 
of  diserepanoy.  Irt.  It  contests  the  right  to 
establish  one  bank,  and  objects  to  the  biU  that 
it  Ihnita  and  restrains  the  power  of  Congress  to 
eetahliih  sereral.  2d.  It  urges  that  the  bill 
does  not  reoogniza  the  power  of  State  taxation 
generally;  and  ooropMns  that  faciliiJes  are 
afforded  to  the  eserciae  of  that  power,  in  respect 
to  the  stock  held  hy  iadiTidoBls.  Sd.  It  ob- 
jects that  any  bonus  Is  taken,  and  iosiBts  that 
not  ennogh  )s  demanded.  And,  4th.  It  ooio- 
pltuui  that  foreigners  have  too  much  inflQence ; 
and  that  stock  transferred  loaea  the  privilege  of 


in  the  elections  of  the  honk, 
if  it  were  ret^oed,  would  give  them 

Hr.  President,  we  are  aboot  to  dose  one  of 
the  longest  and  meet  ardoons  sesaiona  of  Con- 
gress naderthepreeeotconsUtntion;  and,  when 
we  return  among  our  oonstituentB,  what  ao- 
ooont  of  the  operations  of  their  Ooremment 
shall  we  be  bound  to  comrauuicate  1  We  shall 
be  compelled  to  say  that  the  Sopreme  Court  is 
paralyzed,   and    the   miasioDoriee  retained   In 

Srison  in  contempt  of  ite  authority,  and  in 
eflance  of  numerous  treaties  and  laws  of  the 
United  States;  that  the  Executive,  thraogh  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sent  to  C<H]g»is  a 
tariff  bill  which  would  have  destroyed  numer- 
ous branches  of  onr  domestic  industry,  and  led 
to  the  ffnal  deetmotion  of  all ;  that  the  veto  has 
been  applied  to  tbe  Uank  of  tbe  United  States, 
onr  only  reliance  for  a  sound  and  uniform  onr- 
rency ;  tb&t  the  Senate  has  bewi  violently 
attacked  for  the  exercise  of  a  dear  constita- 
tional  power;  that  tbe  House  of  Repreaento- 
tivee  has  been  qd  necessarily  assailed ;  and  that 
tbe  Pre^dent  hsa  promnlgated  n  mle  of  action 
for  those  who  have  taken  the  oath  to  support 
the  ConstitutJOD  of  the  United  States,  that  mnst^ 
if  there  be  practical  oonformity  to  i^  iutrodoce 
general  nnUification,  and  end  in  the  absolute 
subvermon  of  the  Government. 


UoNDAT,  July  16,  6  A.  If. 

A  message  was  received  (nnt  the  House, 
oommunicatmff  that  a  committee  had  been 
^pointed  on  Uie  part  of  the  House  to  johi  sooh 
committee  a*  might  be  appointed  by  the 
Senate,  to  w^t  on  the  President,  and  inform 
him  thst  the  two  Houses  were  now  ready  to 
a^oum ;  and  Ur.  T11.SB  and  Ur.  E^ino  were 
appointed  auch  oommittee  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  TvLn  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Preddent,  reported  that  they  bad 
peiformed  that  duty,  and  had  received  for  an- 
swer tliat  Uie  Freaident  had  no  further  commu- 
nication to  make. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Bibb,  a  message  was  sent 
to  tbe  House  of  Represeutatives,  to  inform  the 
House  that  the  Senate  was  ready  to  a^oum. 

A  message  was  received  ftvm  the  Hoom, 
stating  that  the  Honse,  having  oloe:;d  its  huri- 
neso,  was  now  ready  to  B4Jonm. 

The  Senate  then  a^oumed  to  tbe  first  ICon- 
day  in  December  next. 
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UoNDAT,  December  S,  1881. 

Tbia  being  the  day  appointed  bj  the  consti- 

totion  for  the  meeting  of  Congrew,  at  18  o'clock 

the  Clerk  called  the  Bouse  to  order,  and  having 

called  the  roll  of  the  membera  bj  States,  to 


jrodu.— John  AadoMB,  JuM(  Balo,  0«f|*  Brau, 
OnBaUn*  HoDud,  I^raud  JurU,  Edmid  Z*<niiiH^  Bn- 
ItallclBttn. 

JTm  A»>tMMn.-J«bn  BndhMd,  Tbomu  Ctaurilar, 
Jow^   HwnraoHh  BWI17  HabUld,  JtoMpb  K.  Hirpn. 


in  W.  WMki. 


,— Jotui  Qnlncy  A< 


■■.Kilbui  Applati 


B.  Dtubnn,  JubD  DmI*,  Kdwuri  Xnritt,  Oeois*  Onn- 
»U,]dii..  Juks  L  Hod«t^  JoHpb  O.  Kaadidl,  JOhD  Bod, 

JOad*  AtoaA— TriMam  BatSM,  IhiMc  J.  Pwtm. 
anMoMnl— HOTS  Birtxr,  Wmiu  W.  EUnrortta,  3- 
Ih  W.  HDBllii|t<m,  Bilph  L  IbcmmII,  WUllui  L.  Bton, 

FwnmtL— Haiiiu  Alkn,  WUIIiia  Gahooii,  Brwb  Bnr- 
•tt,  Jouthu  Hant,  William  Slid*. 

ir*H  rort.— WIIUmb  O.  Anial,  Oidnu  H.  Builow, 
JoMph  Bonek,  WlUUm  BibsKk.  Julia  T.  B^isen,  Jobn  C 
Brodbud,  Biunul  BunUar,  JobB  A.  Cidll*!',  B*t(«  Cwkc. 
C  C  Cunbnlaa^  Ja]iD  Dlekaon,  Chu-la  Dijru.  tllTBM  F, 
DnbUdir.  WlllUm  Hofu,  UMiul  HoSmu,  Tnaboni  S. 
Jemtt,  Jnhn  Klnc  Ocirlt  Y.  Ltndng,  Jvna  Lant,  Job 
FlinDD,  Htchulsl  Pllehtr,  Edmnad  II,  Faadliton,  Edwud 

C.  Baed,  Erutu  Boot,  Natban  Saula,  Joha  W.  Taylor, 
Phlneu  L.  Tney,  Quilui  a  Tarpluek,  Fradariiik  WbUUa- 
aar,  Buanal  J,  WllUn,  Qrattao  H.  Wtiaalar,  Campball  P. 
WhIta,AaiaB  Ward,  Danlal  WardmlL 

Jftv  Anar.— Lawla  Candiet,  BLlw  Condial,  BloliHd  M. 
Coopar,  ThoBiaa  H.  Hufbca,  Jamaa  FIti  Bandolp^  Imh 

FHHUftKHUa.—'Rtibart  AUtwa,  JdIib  Baaki,  Otaigt 
Bsrd,  Jolm  C  Baebar,  Thomaa  H.  Cnwftn^  Blibaid  Conl- 
In,  Hmur  DaDBf,  I^wla  Dowait,  Joahoa  Kvaiia,  Jamta 


aacertain  if  a  qnorani  was  preaeat,  two  bmdnd 
and  two  membera  anawerM  to  their  camw.  A 
quorani  being  present, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  dection  of  1 
Speaker,  and,  Qa  coonting  the  baUoti,  tbe  fol- 
towiogresalt  was  annonnoed,  viz ;    Tbfwholt 


Focd,J*ta  Ollmar^  WUBam  Hatatar,  Baair  Hv^Fv 
Ilitia,  Jr^  Adam  Klnc  Hauj  Kli«,  Joal  K.  Hau.  M 
HsOoj.  Haarj  A.  HoUaobais,  T.  M.  McEawua,  Ov 
Pvtu,  Jr.,  Andnw  Btanit,  Bamnal  A.  Badtk,  FUhai 
BtapbtBi,  Joel  B.  gathariaDd,  Jol 


JfarybHuL—BtBitmla  C  Boward,  Daatd  JaaUR.  J 
I.  K«T.  Otorft  R  HItehatt,  Benadlet  L  Sawaai,  Jaki 
Bpaaea,  Vraecda  TkoDMa,  Groije  C  WaaUaftaa,  J.  T. 
WortblBftoB. 

rir^iXa.— Hatk  Alenadar.  Rebait  ABaa,  WMa 


BooldlB,  Natbatilal  H.  Clal^a^le,  Xsbart  C»lf,Jia4iT- 
CUaa,  filehard  Coka,  Jr„  Tbcoai  Dam^ait,  PkOr  "•*'' 
iMfa.  Wmhm  F.  Ondoa,  Cbartaa  C.  JohniM,  Ma  T. 
UaaoB,  Uwli  MunraB,  CbarW  T.  If  anar.  wmaa  MaC^ 
ThomM  Nawton,  Jaba  H.  PaUm,  Joha  J.  Boaaa,  AaAa* 
BUTaaasB. 

JfBr^OHvHmi.—DiaMI^Bmtntw.lma^aatiant. 
Jobn  Bnaoh,  ewnnal  P.  Oanoa,  HaoiTW.  Ceaair.TkMaB 
a.  Hall,  Mle^h  T.  HawUna,  Jams  J.  UsKaf,  Ibraban 
BencbtT,  WllUani  B.  Bboparf,  AngutlH  B.  Hhappcrd,  it^ 
BpalfhC,  Lawti  WlUlama. 

AnU  OirwHu.— Sobart  W.  BanwcA  Jama  BM^ 
Warraa  B.  Darta,  Wllllun  DnjWa,  Jobn  IL  FaUer,  1. 1 
Orinn,  Tbsa.  B.  UlUbcll,  Oaorge  UcDoffla,  W.T.nHkolh 

(7fi)iV<ii.— Tboniai  P.  Poatir.  Henrr  0.  Ifaai.  DaaW 
Hawmaa,  WUtr  Tbompaoa,  Slabard  H.  WDda,  JaiBii  >. 
Wajna,  (om  raoanej.) 

Ktmttuty.—Jabn  Adair,  Cbltlan  ADaa.  Baarf  IkM, 
Hatban  Oaltbar.  Albart  G.  Hawaa,  R.  M.  JiAaaoi,  M>I* 
Lawmpta.  CblUandan  Iron,  Bobcrt  P.  t.atdar.  naoaa  A. 
llaraball,  CbrlaUpharTompklBa,  Cbarln  A.  WiiUh. 

7bHaaH«— Thomai  D.  ArDold,  Jobn  Ball.  Jaka  BUr, 
mtliaai  FlUganld,  WUlIm  Ball.  Jacob  C  ImOt,  <^n 
Jobnaon,  Jama  K.  Polk.  JaniH  BUodlftr. 

Mte— JoHpk   B.   CiBDa,  nanAaraa  Ooat^  VfllM 
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Alt  frewiJiyt  m  tk  Himm  iif  RyiraaHatmi. 


nitmber  of  Totes  given  in,  195 ;  neceaBwr  to  & 
eboice,  98. 

Tbe  honorable  Ant>bxw  Stbvkhsok,  of  Yir- 
ginU,  hsTing  reeelTod  98  votes,  (the  exact  nnm- 
Mr  neceK(U7  for  a  cboioe,)  was  declared  to  be 
dnlj  elected  Speaker  of  the  Honae  of  Reprewnt- 
ittTei:  wherenpon,  being  t»ndacted  to  the 
chair  by  the  honorable  Tboku  Nxwton,  of 
Virginia,  the  Speaker  addreaaed  tbe  Eonae  as 
MoTi: 

"GBRLEKn:  &iaooeptitig,athIrdtliiie,tbiaex- 
thwi  italiea,  I  cannot  adeqnatelj  eiprcM  tbe  deep 
MDM I  entertain  of  the  lumor  ;oa  Iiaie  been  pleaaed 
■pb  to  eonllN'  qwn  me,  or  m;  wann  feeunga  of 
gratltiide  for  this  diadnguidMd  proof  of  yonr  eon- 
tinud  etmfldenea  and  onehanging  kindnen. 

"  It  ii  an  honor,  too,  genclemeo,  vtiicb  bai  been 
confened  In  'a  manner  and  under  circonutancea 
pcenliu'lT  calculated  to  gratifj  and  Batter  me  ;  and 
I  ihall  erer  cheriah  it  aa  the  moat  Taluable  teward 
for  mj  i>ait  aerrieea.  The  office  of  Speaker  of  thii 
Hoaw  baa,  at  no  period  in  oar  lilatory,  been  with- 
ott  ita  embatraaamenta  and  triala ;  and  If,  in  timea 
of  prdbimd  tranquilStj  and  repoae,  ita  duUea  have 
jnMUj  been  regarded  hj  the  moat  eminent  of  the 
Jistii^;niabed  Indiridmla  who  haTs  filled  tbe  chair, 
u  udoooa  and  rarponaible,  how  greatly  muat  Ita 
hlwn  and  naponaiUlitiea  be  enlianoed  in  timea  of 
Ugh  poKlical  and  party  diviriona  I 

"1  cerudnly  ua  not  vain  enough  to  aappoae  that 
it  vill  be  in  my  power  to  diacbarge  the  dutlea  of 
this  high  office  in  a  manner  luitable  to  ita  dignity 
aad  importance,  or  aa  I  conid  royaelf  wtdi ;  Indeed, 
tbne  la  no  man,  I  am  very  confident,  be  he  who 
ke  Daj,  wtto  couM  at  auch  a  tlma  aaanme  Ita  re- 
q)M^iiiitleB,  without  ffiatrDatinK  greatly  hia  own 
ifaUitiea.  1  aliatt  not,  liowever,  Repair.  Actuated 
bj  an  honeat  and  manly  Mid,  I  abali  endeavor  at 
loM  tojolify  the  obcrfce  of  my  frlenda,  and  merit 
Iha  eonfideoee  and  reapect  of  tlie  Hooae. 

"Wkoever  aball  fill  tfaia  chair  to  bia  own  honor 
or  tbe  advantage  of  tbe  nation,  muat  poaaaaa  not 
•oly  lUa  eonfldcDoe  of  the  Houae,  bat  the  ealeem 
aad  raapeol  of  tbe  honorable  and  Iiigb-mlnded 
nta  over  wlioni  he  prendea.  Neither  elation  nor 
power  Ean  coerce  ealcem  or  respect.  The  j  can  only 
be  acquired  by  integrity,  impartiality,  and  iode- 
pendente  here.  Theae  alone  ean  ahed  honor  or 
Wre  ou  thia  station,  and  make  it,  both  as  it  re- 
gards ifae  Eonae  and  the  nation,  wbv  itehould  be. 

"  I  Bofeignedly  assore  you,  gentlemen,  that  I 
aliaQ  Deed  and  expect  your  cordial  and  kind  eo- 
opcnlian  in  preserving  order  and  dignity  in  oar 
iklibeiatiana,  and  guataiiiiDg  tbe  authority  of  tbe 
Cliair;  uid  I  earnestly  hope  so  to  diacbarge  ita 
dittie*  u  to  ensnre  to  its  deciaiona  not  merely  a  re- 
loelaut  support,  but  a  steady  and  cheerful  acqni- 
taccnce  in  their  Justice  and  propriety. 

"  I  lender  jou,  gentlemen,  my  cordial  eo^pera- 

O^taa,  it,  ThDciai  Cerwin,  Juno  FlwUar,  WUlliMD  W. 
IitI^  TUUiB  KeEiaas,  Bnnphnj  H.  LwlU,  WlUIsm 
kuHl,  WIIIiHi  SlaDbeny,  John  ThcmuB,  JuHpb  Tuna, 
BouHl  r,  VLUaa,  £U>Ju  WUtclHar. 

iMWoaa.— H.  A.  BnlUrd,  Phlltaua  Thsou*,  £dirird 
B-VUt*. 

Adfanu.— Situ  ff  Boob,  John  Our,  Joaathui  MeCatj. 


tion  in  Ilia  discharge  of  your  high  duties,  and  ar> 
dently  pray  that  we  may,  by  our  conduct  and  de- 
Uberaliona,  render  thia  Honse  worthy  of  the  high 
name  and  character  of  our  beloved  country." 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitation  of  the 
United  States,  as  presoribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"  Aq  act  to  regnlate  the  time  and  manner  of 
administering  certun  oatha,"  was  then  admin- 
istered to  the  Speaker,  by  Mr.  Nihtok,  one  of 
tbe  Reprteentativee  from  the  State  of  Virsinla, 
mi  the  same  oath  for  afBnnatdon)  was  there- 
apon  administered  by  the  Speaker  to  all  the 
other  members  preMnt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  fipmonr,  it  was 
Hfplvtd,  manwnnuly.  That  H.  St.  C.  CuBxK, 
Clerk  to  the  lata  Houae  of  Bepreaentatlvea,  be  ap- 
pointed Clerk  to  this  Honae. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  it  was 

SeKlred,  That  the  rules  and  ordeie  established 
by  ^e  late  House  of  Repreaentativee  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  the  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding 
to  ba  observed  in  this  Hooae,  nntil  a  revision  or 
alleraUoa  dull  have  taken  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polx,  It  -waa 

Ordtrtd,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to 
Inform  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  this  Hooae  has 
assembled ;  that  Andrew  Stevenson  luia  been 
elected  Speaker  thereof;  that  this  House  is  now 
ready  to  proceed  to  buaineaa,  and  that  tbeClerk  do 
go  vrith  Hid  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wakd,  it  wu 

Stioletd,  Tlut  a  oommittee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  thia  House,  to  Jinn  auch  committee  aa  may 
be  appointed  on  tlM  part  of  tbe  Senate,  to  w*ix  on 
the  IVeeldent  of  the  United  States,  and  infbrm  him 
that  Congress  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive 

Mr.  Wabi^  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Bbll,  of 
Tennessee,  were  uppointod  tho  oommittee  on 
the  part  of  this  Hooae, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoHKSOir,  of  Sentnckj,  it 

lUtolttd,  That  the  Clerk  oauae  tbe  memben  of 
this  House  to  be  furnished,  during  tbe  present 
session,  with  auch  newapipen  aa  they  may  direct, 
the  eipenae  whereof;  for  each  member,  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  price  of  three  dally  papers. 

A^onmed. 


Tdisdat,  December  6. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tailob,  it  was 
Saoired,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 

Jlabama^-aianiBl  0.  CU7,  Dixon  Q.  limit,  Bimasl 


JReMffOn,— AutJn  S.  Vine. 
Artensaa— Ambroie  H.  Sorlar. 
Tl9rUa.~J9tti  IL  WUte. 
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nomiiutioiu,  be  elected  br  Congreis,  oac  bj  c«ch 
HooM,  to  nrre  dgring  the  prescDt  Mtaloii,  wbo 
dull  liilercLuige  weeklj. 

Ur.  Wabd,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed ;r68terdaf  to  wut  on  the  Preddent  of 
the  United  Stal«a,  und  inform  him  that  Oon- 
greM  IB  Msembled,  and  ready  to  receive  anj 
<x]mmQnioation  he  may  be  pleased  to  make, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  performed  the 
duties  of  ila  appointment,  and  that  the  Fre»- 
dent  anewered  that  he  wonid  make  a  cAmmD- 
mcation  to  the  two  Honsea  of  OongreBB  to-day 
ftt  la  o'clock,  M. 

Immediatelj  after  a  commanicatitHi  in  writ- 
ing wa»  reo^ved  from  the  Prerident  of  the 
United  States,  br  Mr.  Donelson,  his  private 
Secretary;  which  waa  read.  [See  Seiutte 
proceeding] 

On  moUoQ  of  Mr,  Joranoir,  of  Eentookj,  the 
said  Meaaage  was  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  HoDse  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ; 
and  tea  tboniond  copies  thereof^  with  the  doca- 
ments  acoompanyinK  the  same,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the  members  of 
tUsHonae. 

IVkdnisdat,  December  7. 
Financtt. 

The  Sfbaxr  laid  before  the  Honse  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry, 
Louis  McLane,  Esq.,  on  the  state  of  the  fluanoes, 
which  was  laid  on  the  tabie^  uid, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  ten  thousand  copies 
thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  mle 
reqniring  a  motion  to  print  an  eitra  nnmber 
of  copies  of  any  document,  to  lie  one  day  for 
consideradon,  being  dispensed  with  by  nnani- 
moos  ooneent  of  the  Hoose. 

Offteert  qf  the  Sove. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  decdon  of 


JoBir  D.  Dnmr  was  elected  Sergeant-at-Anns. 

OvxBTOiT  Cakb  was  elected  DooAeeper — re- 

edving  140  Totes  oat  of  176,  on  the  first  baUot 


Tbubbdat,  December  8. 

AMtiilant  J)o4>ritq)er. 

Josy  v.  BuimB,  of  Georna,  having,  on  the 


MoKDAi,  December  13. 
Slanerf  m  eAa  IHtlriet  ^  Colombia. 
Thb  being  the  first  day  of  the  session  for  pre- 
senting petitt(»u,  a  great  amnber  were  preeent- 
ed.    Among  others, 

Mr.  Aduib,  of  Massachusetts,  (the  ex-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,)  presenUd  fifteen 
petitions,  all  numeronsly  snbscribed,  from  enn- 
Ory  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  all  of  the  same 


[Dscuon,  ISSl. 

.  purport,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
I  and  tlio  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia, 
and  moved  thatthefiretof  them  should  be  read; 
and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  A.  then  obeerved  diat  it  had  donbtlcsg 
been  remarked  tlist  these  petitions  came  set 
fh>m  Uaseaehnsetts,  a  pMtion  of  wboae  peof^ 
he  hod  the  hontn-  to  represent,  but  from  oitiiens 
of  the  State  of  Pennsyivaoia.  He  had  reoartd 
the  petitions  many  months  ago,  witlt  a  reaaest 
that  they  abonld  be  present^  by  him,  ana,  al- 
thoagh  the  petitioners  were  not  of  bis  imme- 
diate constitnenta,  he  had  not  deemed  himadf 
at  lil>erty  to  decline  presenting  their  petitiom, 
their  transmission  of  whiclrto  him  manifested 
a  confidence  in  him  for  which  he  was  bound  to 
be  gratefnt.  From  a  letter  which  had  accom- 
panied those  petitions,  lie  inferred  that  tbiy 
came  fiom  members  of  the  Society  of  Friendi ; 
a  body  of  men  than  whom  there  was  no  mors 
respectable  and  worthy  class  of  citisens,  aaoi 
who  more  strtcUj  made  their  tivea  a  comnwa- 
tary  on  their  professions ;  a  body  of  men  eon- 
prising,  in  his  firm  opinion,  as  maoh  of  homBi 
virtue,  and  as  little  of  homan  infirmity,  a 
other  equal  number  of  men  of  any  d 
tion  npon  the  face  of  the  globe. 

The  petitions,  Mr.  A.  continoed,  ukti  for 
two  things:  the  first  was  the  abolition  of 
slavery ;  the  second,  the  abolition  of  the  tiaro 
trade  in  the  District  of  Coltimbia.  Tberr  vu 
a  traffic  in  slaves  carried  on  in  the  District,  of 
which  he  did  not  know  but  that  it  might  br  * 
proper  sobject  of  legislatJon  by  Congren,  ud 
he,  therefore,  moved  that  the  petitions  be  bsrl 
had  the  honor  of  presenting,  shonld  be  retvnd 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Afikita  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  who  would  diqwse  of  then 
as  they,  npon  examination  of  their  parptut, 
shonld  dean  propw,  and  nd^t  rnort  on  ths 
expediency  of  gnaung  so  modi  of  the  fttjv 
ofthepetitioiMra  as  referred  to  the  alxriiiioB  c( 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District. 

As  to  tbe  other  prayer  of  the  petitions,  tht 
abolition  b;^  Congress  of  slavery  in  the  DiMrict 
of  Columbia,  it  had  occurred  to  him  thattbs 
petitions  might  have  been  committed  lo  bis 
charge  nuder  an  expectation  that  it  would  re- 


Dot  Whatever  might  be  his  opinion  of  ilavery 
in  the  abstract,  or  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  it  was  a  enbjeot  which  be  hoped 
would  not  be  discussed  in  that  Hcom;  if  it 
should  be,  he  mi^ht  perhaps  acsign  the  rtwow 
why  he  could  give  It  no  countenaaee  or  aq*- 

Sirt.  At  present,  be  would  only  My  to  tbe 
ause,  and  to  the  worthy  citiaeiM  who  hed 
committed  tbeirpetitions  tohb  charge,  that  tbe 
most  salutary  medicines,  uodoly  administered, 
were  the  moat  deadly  of  pdsona  He  eaadad- 
ed  by  moving  to  refer  the  petitions  to  Oi»  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Afpropriatiit*/or  18SS. 
The  Spkukb  laid  before  the  Hooie  tbe  SH- 
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Bridge  owr  lit  Ohio,  at  Wtttding. 


lowing  commnnioatioti  Ih>m  the  S«or«Ur]r  of 
the  Treasary,  which  was  referred  to  the  Oom- 
nittee  of  Ways  and  Heatia : 

Tkiaidit  DiriBTimrT,  Dettmbtr  8,  1881. 

Bib  :  I  hiTC  th>  honor  to  truumut,  for  the  infor- 

DKtion  of  tha  Bouai  of  ScpiweDIMi^ei,  u  eatinute 

of  the  appropriitioiu  propoud  U>  be  made  for  the 

Krrioe  of  the  jear  ISil:^,  unoimliDg  to 

|ll,fiai,lM  S8 

nrit  Ust,  foreign  IntercoDrae,  tai 
niiceUaneoua,  ....    8,407,06S  SS 

HUiUr;  aerviee,  iQclndlng  forttfl- 
citioas,  BTinories,  ordnauce,  Indian 
affairs,  TBTolationar;  and  mflitarj 
panaiona, and intemalimproTemeDta,   G,7Ra,4T0  OS 

NaTml  eertiee,  Includii^  the  marine 
eorpa, 8,40T,aiB  11 


To  tb«  eitimatea  are  added  atate- 
BUBta,  ahaving : 

1.  The  approprUtloiu  for  the  aer- 
Ties  of  tbe  year  1S31,  nude  bj  for- 
mer acta,  Inclodiiig  public  debt, 
gradual  improTemeat  of  the  nary, 
■rming  ajid  equipping  the  militia, 
lubacription  to  canal  itocka,  rsTOlu- 
lionarj   claima,   and  Indian  aCTaira, 


t.  Tbe  existing  appro|»1«tions, 
which  wyi  not  be  required  for  the 
•errice  of  the  year  1881,  and  which 
h  ia  propoaed  to  applf  in  aid  of  the 
aerrioe  of  the  year  1833,  amounting 

S.  Tba  extotiiig  approprialiona, 
whieh  will  be  reqairad  to  oomplete 
Um  eerrlce  of  18S1,  and  former  jean, 
but  wUch  will  be  eipeoded  in  1831, 


8,428,G2S  8T 
These  three  hwt-menHoned  amonnta,  together 
with  oa  much  aa  may  remain  unexpended  of  the 
turn  stated  in  the  report  on  the  flnueea,  preeented 
bj  thie  depariment  on  the  7th  ioatant,  aa  the  eati- 
mated  eipenditure  in  the  fonrth  qoarter  of  the 
present  year,  and  with  aneh  aums  aa  ma;  be  appro- 
priated b;  CoQgreu  for  the  year  1832,  will  com- 
plete the  whole  amount  aubjecl  to  the  disposition 
of  the  Executive  Government  in  that  jear. 

There  is  also  added  to  the  estimaiee  a  statement 
of  the  seTcral  appropriations  which  will  probably 
be  carried  to  the  surplua  fund  at  the  close  of  the 
prevent  j(>ar,  either  because  the  objecie  for  which 
they  were  made  are  completed,  or  because  these 
snmswill  not  be  required  for,  or  will  no  longer  be 
appUcable  to  tbem,  amounting  to  two  hnndred  and 
flfteen  tbouaand  one  hnndted  and  ninety-four  dol- 
Isn  and  Eorty-elgbt  cents. 

I  have  Uie  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yonr 
obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  UoLANE, 
Sterttarg  of  Oi»  Trtanry. 
T»  O*  Sen.  tlu  ^aitr 

(/  Ot  /Anw  of  JUprt$tiHatm*  U.  3. 


MoMDAX,  Beoetnber  19. 


Jb.  DoDDBiDOB,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
Biatriot  of  Uolmnbta,  mkde  the  foUowitig  re- 
port, wliioh  waa  reftd  and  ooncorred  in  bj  the 

The  Committee  for  the  Dlatricl  of  Calombta  bare^ 
according  to  order,  bad  nnder  their  conalderatioD 
the  memorials  of  sundry  citliena  of  the  State  of 
FennsylTanla,  to  them  reflerred,  prayiog  the  pas- 
sage of  such  a  law  or  laws  by  CoDgress,  as  may  be 
□eceisary  for  the  abolition  of  alavery  and  the  uare 
trade  within  tbe  said  District,  and  beg  leave  to  re- 
port thereon,  in  part : 

Conaldering  that  the  District  of  Colambia  ia  com- 

Med  of  cessiani  of  territory  made  to  the  United 
SUtes  by  the  States  of  Vlrgima  and  Maryland,  in 
both  of  which  States  slavery  exists,  and  the  ter- 
ritories of  which  surround  the  District,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that,  until  the  wisdom  of 
Stale  GoTernmeols  shall  hsTs  devised  some  prac- 
le  means  of  eradicating  or  diminishing  the  evil 
of  slsTery,  of  which  the  memoriolUts  uoinplain,  ft 
would  be  unwise  and  impolitic,  if  not  onjustito  tbe 

joining  Slates,  for  Cougnm  to  interfere  In  a 
sutyect  of  such  delioaoy  and  Importanoe  as  is  the 
relation  btween  master  and  slave. 

If,  under  any  drcumstaoces,  such  an  ioterfereoce 
on  tbe  part  of  Congress  would  be  justified,  your 
committee  are  aatisfled  that  the  preaeut  la  an  Inaui- 
pidova  moment  for  lis  conddetAtloii, 

Impreaaed  with  these  news,  your  committee  offer 
for  tbe  cooaidenttloQ  of  the  Bouse  the  following 
reaolation; 

Jtuolvtd,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  dischajned  from  tbe  further  consider- 
ation of  so  much  of  the  prajer  of  the  memorial- 
ists, dtizensof  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  them 
referred,  asking  tbe  passage  of  audi  law  or  laws  aa 
may  be  necessary  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  within  said  District,  as  relates  to  the 
fltst  of  these  oty'eeta,  tbe  abolition  of  slavery  within 
said  District. 

Thurbdat,  December  92. 
Bridff*  owr  the  Ohio,  at  WhetHTig. 
Mr.  DoDDBiDaK  asbmitted  the  fbllowing : 
JlatolrnL,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Internal  lo- 
provements  be  directed  to  inqmre  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  fOr  the  erection  of  a  bridge 
over  tbe  Ohio  River,  at  or  neat  the  town  of  WlieS- 
ing,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  ot 

Mr.  BpxfooT,  of  North  Carolioa,  opposed  the 
adoption  of  the  reaolndon.  He  oonaidered  it 
his  dat5  to  oppose  all  aimUar  meaanrea,  for  it 
waa  naoeaaary,  in  hia  opiaion,  to  defend  correct 
oonatitntionol  prinoiples  on  all  occasions,  Iw 
they  great  or  small;  and  though  the  present 
was  only  a  motion  for  inquiry,  he  would,  nev- 
erthdeas,  call  for  the  yeas  and  naya. 

Ur.  DoDSBiDGB  aaid  that  a  mere  motion  for 
inqnirx  was  not  an  ocomdon  to  i^mbat  for  prin- 
dple.    He  remarked  that  it  waa  not  then  the 
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time  to  go  into  the  roeHId  of  the. question,  but 
thoB  rnnoh  he  would  ssf,  the  bridge  prop'  ' 
woold  ooDiieot  the  Gnmberl&ad  rou  on 
Tlrginia  side  of  the  Ohlo^  with  the  ooutimu- 
tion  of  that  road  on  the  opposite  bant  It 
woi  a  measure  vbich  had  been  before  Ood- 
gress  for  manr  jean,  and  certainlj'  was  one 
which  it  would  be  bighlj-  expedient  to  uncUon. 
To  do  80  would  be  to  realize  the  grand  idea  of 
Thomas  JeSerMD,  for  then  there  would  soon 
be  a  road  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  UiMiasippi. 
A  bill  on  the  subject  had  been  reported  last 
session,  buL^  from  some  cause,  haa  not  been 
acted  on.  He  concluded  bj  observing  that  the 
present  waa  not  the  time  to  go  into  a  disoos- 
sion  on  the  merits  of  the  great  question  of  road 
or  no  road ;  but  when  that  time  did  anive,  he 
would  not  shrink  from  dsfending  his  views  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  BPnoHT,  on  the  suggestion  of  his  ool- 
leaKoa,  (Mr.  Caasos,)  withdrew  bis  oppositioii ; 

The    resolution    of    Mr.    DoDDBmox   was 


WKDmsDAT,  December  38. 
Bowth  Carolina  Claimt. 

The  bill  malcin^  an  appropriation  for  the 
pnrpofle  of  sstisfjipg  tiie  claims  of  the  State 
of  Sontb  Oarolina  fbr  monejs  advuioed  bj  that 
State  during  the  late  war,  in  the  purchase  of 
military  stores,  and  the  payment  of  the  militia 
called  on  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  came  up 
as  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  this  day ; 
and  the  House  went  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Datib,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
oh  air,  on  that  bill. 

Mr.  DsjLTTOH,  who  had  reported  it  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afflurs,  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  report  ol  that  committee,  acoom- 
paoying  the  bill ;  and  it  was  read  aocordin^j. 

He  then  moved  that  the  oommittee  rise  »M 
report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MoOoT  called  ibr  tiie  reading  of  a  report 
mode  last  session  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
(of  which  he  was  then  chairman,)  in  opposition 
to  the  clium ;  and  it  was  read. 

The  oommittee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
Inll,  which  was  amended  by  the  insertion  of 
the  following  item : 


whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Vi.  WiLuaMB,  of  North  Carolina,  swd  he 
should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  honorable 
thalmiftn  of  the  Military  Committee  whether 
the  allowance  of  blanlteta  to  militia  serving 
less  than  twelve  months  waa  not  nanau^  and 
whether  that  item  in  the  bill  did  not  involve 
an  extension  of  the  rules  heretofore  uniformly 
observed  in  dispoMOg  of  tUtima  of  this  kind. 

Ur.  Dbatton  repUed.  Se  admitted  the  al- 
lowaooe  to  be  nnnaoal,  but  insisted  that  the 


elum  was  equitable,  and  ought  to  be  sUoraJ; 
inasmnoh  as,  without  blankets,  the  trDo^a 
would  have  been  incapable  of  doing  dulj  it 
all,  as  part  of  their  term  of  service  incladed 
very  cold  weather,  and  they  were  mieersbi; 
provided  with  tents  and  clothing.  He  dwdt 
on  the  pernicious  effects  of  refUnng  lach 
an  allowance,  under  the  peealtsrly  hwd  dr- 
cumitanoes  of  the  case,  and  the  diacoun^ 
ment  which  might  thence  ensue  to  future  ps- 
triotio  exertions  of  States  in  danger  from  tbs 
enemy^&c 

Mr.  WaBD  supported  the  view  taken  by  Ur. 
Drattoit,  and  stated  the  circunsUuicM  nndtr 
wMch  the  blankets  had,  on  applieltit^of  tbs 
officers  commanding,  been  voted  by  the  It^ 
lature  of  South  Carolina.  He  wannly  inniUd 
on  the  equity  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  MoCoT  complimented  the  patriotin)  «f 
the  genUeman  from  New  Torit,  and  if  lb* 
Honse  would  take  up  the  subject,  and  mik« 
the  allowance  general,  he  had  no  objeoCJoQn 
He  stated  what  had  been  allowed  to  other 
States,  and  especially  to  Virginia,  to  whom 
compensation  for  expenditures  of  this  kind  b*d 
been  refused.  He  said  that  bis  State  wmtd  be 
a  great  Kainer  by  the  passage  of  the  bill,  sa  tlis 
oonld  advance  and  support  a  claim  of  st  ]«tst 
$200,000  on  similar  grounds.  He  did  not  n* 
why  South  Carolina  should  be  made  in  acxp- 
tion  to  the  general  rule,  which  had  been  SHilkd 
to  the  claims  of  other  States.  If  tlie  6W* 
were  to  be  p^d  for  all  the  munitions  itf  wv 
which  they  had  pnrchased  (br  defMlce,\'i^ 
ginia  could  present  a  heavy  bill,  and  would  be 
entitied  to  a  great  deal  of  money  from  the 
Treasury.  Hoping  that  the  suljject  would  i^ 
ceive  a  more  mature  consideration,  he  mored 
an  adjournment ;  which  motion  sucocodsd. 


THunanaT,  December  29. 
Georgia  and  Florida  Btrntdanf  Im*. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pns)d»^ 
and  presented  by  the  Bpxakcb  to  the  Hoot^ 
with  a  communication  from  the  Secrelarj  rf 
State,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundsry  line  be- 
tween the  SUU  of  Georgia,  and  the  T»mt«r 
of  Floridfc 

The  Mesasge  and  communiealitn  remtM 
from  a  resolution  for  inquiry,  introdoced  Iijmi- 
Werra,  of  Florida,  calling  for  copies  of  s  cor- 
respondence with  the  Governor  of  GeMp*. 
and  other  papers  on  the  sulgeot,  sod  w«e  »J 
companied  by  several  docnmenta  illnstrstws  i* 
the  particulars  of  the  question. 

Mr.  WniTB,  of  Florida,  said  he  hsd  derart 
it  his  dnty  to  introduce  the  resolntion  wt^ 
had  produced  the  commnnicstion  \°'^J^ 
from  the  Preadeot.  It  related  to  a  «ibj«t « 
deep  interest  to  the  Territory  of  flonda, «  " 
involved  a  conteated  queetion  of  the  ^u»  w 
jurisdiction  over  one  mUlion  and  s  h««  « 
1  of  land.  The  United  State*  w*r^  « 
se,  interested  in  an  investigation  rt  »» 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  GONQRESS. 


title,  which  is  claimed  hy  the  State  of  Georgia 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  charter  of  the  colon;, 
and  b;  the  TTnited  BtatM,  under  the  atipuls- 


vas  concerned  in  tbe  deciiion  of  ^e  right,  and 
BtiU  more  in  the  Jurisdiction  which  wiU  be 
brought  in  conflict  very  soon,  if  this  question 
is  not  pnt  to  rest,  liiere  were  ahead;,  be- 
tween the  two  Uaea,  wrions  apprehensions  of 
the  inhAhitants  whether  the;  are  under  the 
control  of  tlie  State  of  Qcorgis,  or  nuder  that 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida, lo  s  very  short  period  qneaUonfl  will 
arise  Whether  the  inhabitants  of  the  disputed 
territorj-  are  te  serve  on  juries,  work  on  I'oads, 
and  pay  taxes  to  one  or  the  other  Government. 
The  State  of  Geor^  had  disposed  of  the  qaes- 
tioa  in  a  snntmary  way,  by  runnine  the  line 
according  to  the  view  the  anthorittea  of  the 
State  entert^n  of  the  subject.  We  cltura,  and 
the  United  SUtes  are  prepared  te  maintain  it, 
that  this  land  was  ceded  by  Spun  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  the  line  has  been  run  and 
settled,  under  the  treaty  of  17S5,  and  that  all 
tbe  land  south  of  that  line  was  acquired,  is 
now  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  is  a  oora- 
pouent  part  of  the  Territory  he  represented. 
To  nnderatend  this  qoestion  properly,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  print,  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
with  this  Vessage,  .the  previous  correspoDd- 
eaee  and  reports  on  tne  subject;  and  he 
wonld  Huhmit  a  motion  to  print  the  Uessage, 
nod  documents  accompauying  the  some,  as  well 
as  those  heretofore  presented,  that  the  House 
night  act  upon  the  subject  with  a  fnU  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts.  Mr.  W.  moved  to  refbr  them 
to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  which  was 
■greed  to. 

Mr.  Whttb  asked  the  House  te  allow 
to  present  a  letter  he  had  the  honor  to  rei 
frcHn    Hr.    Gallatin,    and   another   from    the 
dcBDghtonao  of  tbe  General  Land  Office,  relet- 

3  to  the  report  of  the  coimnlasioners  of  Spun 
the  United  Stetes. 
Tbe  motion  was  received,  and  the  papers  or- 
deced  to  be  printed. 

Virginia  Lattd  Claim, 
Tbe  House  took  op  the  bill  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  claim  of  certun  officers  and  sol- 
diers of    tbe  Virginia    conUaeutol    line    and 
navy,  during  tbe  revolutionary  war. 

llr.  WicKUFFB  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
House  would  order  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading.  Scrip  hod  been  issued  from 
tbe  land  office  for  land  warrants  wrongly  lo- 
cated iu  the  militarr  reserve  laud  in  Ohio,  from 
what  he  conceived  to  be  an  erroneous  con- 
rtructjon  of  the  law  of  1830  on  the  subject. 
The  land  warrants  located  on  lands  of  prior 
oecnpaUon  should  have  been  relocated  on  other 
lands,  and  not  met  by  an  issue  of  scrip.  He 
t^Tcrted  to  the  speculations  in  them  when 
they  were  selliug  at  the  rate  of  twenty  or  i 
tbirt;  dollars  the  hundred  aorea;   and  stated  I 


thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres. 

Ur.  DoDDBiDoK  said  tbaC  he  was  not  at  pres- 
ent prepared  to  say  any  thing  either  in  favor  of 
or  against  the  bill.  He  was  anxious  for  further 
information  revpecting  it,  and  therefore  sboald 
move  ita  postponement  till  next  Uonday  two 
weeks. 

Mr.  WioKum  sud  the  system  of  which  he 
oomplained  of  issulog  scrip,  would,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  oontinaed,  to  the  great  Injury  of  the 
pubho  dom^D. 

Ur.  DoDDBiDoi  s^  the  appropriation  was  ex- 


gentieman  from  Virginia  to  say  that  there 
were  no  fbrther  oluras  on  tbe  military  reserve 
between  the  Miami  and  the  Scioto. 

Mr.  DoDDUDOE  said  yes;  there  were  no 
ol^ms  to  be  Batlsfled  on  the  land  throughout 
the  whole  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  WiOKUm  s^d  that  did  not  remove  the 
injury  he  apprehended.  The  commiseioner  of 
the  land  office  might  iime  scrip  for  the  whole 
amount  of  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
acres,  authorized  by  the  bill,  and  for  the 
whole  of  which  the  Govemraent  would  be  re- 

rniible.    The  appropriation  only  reetnuned 
locations. 
The  question  was  token  on  the  motion  for 
postponement,  and  carried  in  tbe  affirmative — 
yeas  77,  nays  DS,  . 

Smith  Caroliita  Claimt. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  buri- 
ness  of  yesterday,  which  was  tbe  consideTstion 
of  the  bill  for  the  adjustment  and  settlement 
of  tbe  claims  of  South  Oarolina  against  the 
United  States;  and  tbe  question  being  on  con- 
curring with  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fiurs  in  the  ameodmeut  proposed  by  them, 
which  mpropriatea  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  reimburse  that  amount  pud  by 
tbe  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  for  blanlceta 
furnished  to  the  militia  serring  iu  that  State 
during  the  lost  war, 

Mr.  BuiB,  of  South  Carolina,  entered  briefljr 
into  a  statement  of  the  peouliar  circumstances 
under  which  this  money  had  been  impropriated 
by  the  Stete,  He  adverted  to  the  inability  of 
the  General  Government  to  afford  South  Caro- 
the  protection  to  which,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, she  was  entitied;  its  request  that  the 
Stete  would  avail  herself  of  her  own  re- 
souroes,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment and  dtizens  had  volunteered  for  that 
end.  He  admitted  that  the  allowance  of 
blankets  to  militia  serving  less  than  twelve 
hs  was  nnnsual ;  but  msisted  on  Hie  ne- 
cessity of  the  case  and  the  equity  of  the  claim. 
His  State  had  never  tieen  a  troublesome  suitor 
before  the  House.     She  had  rarely  petitioned 

its  bar  for  any  thing,  and  all  ^e  now  de- 
manded was  sheer,  suMtantiol  justice.  She 
had  been  a  large  contributor  to  the  national 
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strong  box,  and  he  snbmitted  it  to  ffeDtlemen 
whether  It  was  liberal,  jast,  or  politic  to  deal 
with  Sooth  Oarolina  as  if  she  were  a  swiDdler, 
and  to  appljr  to  the  eqnitable  denuuids  of  a 
patriotia  State  the  same  rigid  mle  as  if  the; 
were  adjusting  claimB  in  a  shop. 

Mr.  MoKennav,  of  Pa.,  said  that  he  had 
tened  with  attentioD  to  the  argnments  addac«d, 
had  read  the  report  with  care,  and  felt  an  ai 
ions  desire,  if  he  could  consisteatl;  do  it, 
support  the  bill ;  but,  after  an  eiamioation 
the  saliijeot,  he  was  constrained  to  sa;  that  he 
agreed  in  sentiment  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Ur.  UoGot,)  and  conld  not  co 
entioasl;  vote  in  favor  of  the  item  now  claimed. 
He  wonld  briefly  state  the  reasons  of  his  dis- 
Boni.  It  was  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the 
State  had  do  claim,  in  law  to  this  allowance . 
and  it  was  sought  to  be  sapported  on  groanils 
of  jostioe  and  eqnitj.  W  oat  were  the  &ctst 
The  troops  in  qnestion  had  been  dranghted  in 
the  midst  of  Bnmmer ;  and  before  the  season 
arrived  when  blankets  wonld  be  necessar;^, 
enough  of  their  pa;  had  been  due  to  enable 
them  to  snpplj  themselves  with  blankete 
of  their  own  lands,  as  the  law  requited 
should  do.  In  other  parts  of  the  Union,  when 
militia  had  stood  in  need  of  blankets,  thej  had 
sometimes  been  famished  b;  the  States,  but 
the  amount  had  atwajs  been  dedaotod  from  the 
soldier's  pay.  It  was  said  that  these  militia 
wera  poor,  that  they  were  called  oat  on  a  sad- 
den emergency,  and  the  exigency  of  the  oir- 
cnmstances  had  been  such  as  to  indnoe  the  Leg- 
islature of  Soath  Carolina,  oatof  humanity  and 
liberality  to  her  own  citizen  soldiers,  to  make 
the  advance,  for  which  remnneration  was 
claimed.  He  admitted  the  fact,  and  acoorded 
to  that  State  all  praise  for  her  liberality,  bat 
there  he  maat  atop.  Such  an  expenditure  far- 
niriied  no  gronna  of  claim  upon  the  General 
GoTemment.  Were  all  the  sacrifioea  and  auf- 
ferings  of  our  militia  confined  to  South  Caroli- 
na t  Her  soldiers  had  served  in  the  midst  of 
a  rich,  fertile,  liberal,  and  humane  community, 
and  their  safibrings  did  not  amount  to  a  drop 
in  the  backet,  in  comparison  witii  those  which 
hod  been  endured  in  other  parts  of  tlie  Union, 
and  especially  on  the  Northwestern  frontier. 
In  other  parts  of  the  eonntry,  when  a  citizen 
soldier  was  in  a  state  of  destitution,  his  appeal 
was  made  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  hia  wants 
supplied  by  the  liberality  of  the  public.  Mr, 
McK.  here  adverted  to  the  exertions  which  had 
been  made  in  Pittsburg  and  its  neighborhood, 
in  furnishing  the  volnnteera  with  all  they  need- 
ed, and  he  insisted  that  if  the  present  items 
should  be  allowed,  all  who  had  made  sooh  oon- 
tnbotions  would  be  entitled  to  a  remaneratioo, 
as  much  as  South  Oarolina.  The  amount  might 
be  comparatively  small,  but  where  was  the 
diSbrenoe  in  priniuplet  Clums  of  this  kind 
might  be  advoDoed  by  the  whole  Western  coun- 
try. Other  States,  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
conld  present  large  demands  on  similar  gronnds. 
Kioala  tluB  door  once  be  opened,  where  would 


[HEcamn,  1B3I. 

be  an  end  of  the  drain  upon  the  TrMmrjI 
Conld  any  gentleman  say  wher«  theaa  demuids 
would  terminate  ?  The  law  had  Ozed  the  prin- 
ciple, and  he  oonld  see  DO  reason  why  it  dtould 
be  departed  from. 

Mr.  MoDcTFiB  B(dd  he  should  be  tony  iodccd 
that  South  Carolina  should  establish  the  pne»- 
dent  of  an  unjust  demand  upon  Iha  TrcunTT, 
Bst  he  should  be  eqaally  sorry,  on  the  olli«r 
hand,  should  his  State  be  deprived  of  her  ri^ti 
because  other  States  had  nmiiar  rights.  Tbs 
tme  view  of  the  qnastion  was  this:  rfiall  the 
United  States  refund  to  South  Cartduia  tbs 
money  she  actually  advanced  for  troopi  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States?  He  adverted  u 
the  oiroDmstanoee  of  the  late  war,  and  uked 
whether  it  was  becoming,  after  a  Slate  had  is- 
sumed  a  responsibility  not  imposed  on  it  by  lb* 
constitution,  and  had  defended  the  Dnios  lim 
attacks  of  the  enemy,  that  tlie  GoTermmot 
ought  to  deecend  to  a  huckBt«ring  calculiCiaB 
as  to  the  items  of  the  account  Ought  Ibi 
State,  after  actually  expending  the  idodsj  ■» 
cordingto  her  best  judgment,  to  lose  it( 

Mr.  Writilkbit  oelieved  ^e  gentlemta  m 
incorrect  in  supposing  that  there  was  sdj  Isir 
which  reqoired  the  UDit«d  States  to  fnnuahtb* 
militia  with  blankets  at  all.  An  act  had  indeed 
been  passed  allowing  the  Presideet  to  »ax^ 
the  services  of  certain  volunteers,  and  it  pro- 
vided for  the  furnishing  them  with  blssketi, 
bat  there  was  no  general  law  on  the  solgect. 
Militia  received  oompensatlon  for  their  Nnioes, 
and  were  to  furnish  themselves  out  of  UuJr 
pay.  When  advances  were  made  to  theni  by 
their  State,  the  amount  was  always  deducted 
fhim  their  pay.  Should  the  item  be  altoTtd, 
the  result  would  be  this :  that  when  the  aiililii 
fnmished  themselves,  as  they  ware  required  to 
do,  their  State  would  raise  no  cl^m ;  bat  wbai- 
ever  tbe  militia  neglected  to  do  so,  the  Ststa 
out  of  humanity  would  supply  them,  and  tlie 
United  8tat««  must  pay  for  all.  And,  (brthtr, 
not  a  soldier  would  furnish  himself  but  wodd 
not  have  a  Just  claim  against  the  United  Butei 
to  tJie  amonat  of  his  blanket;  nor  oouM  th* 
claim  he  resisted.  The  tme  rule  was  thii: 
when  the  United  States  wero  bound  to  fbroidi 
individuals  in  their  service  with  any  partienlir 
article,  and  tbe  Treaaory  being  insnffii^nt,  a 
State  volunteered  to  do  it,  then  the  United 
States  must  refund.  But  when  the  indiTidal 
himselt;  or  the  State  to  which  be  belonged,  was 
bound  to  furnish  the  artidn,  then  the  UniUd 
States  ought  not  to  pay.  The  principle  <rf  this 
claim  would  go  yet  further.  If  the  Genml 
Government  were  bound  to  pay  for  blanket^ 
they  were  as  much  bound  to  pay  for  clotbnig. 
On  this  subject  Mr.  W.  quoted  a  case  which  had 
come  before  tbe  Committee  i^  Claims,  wlien 
the  claim,  though  not  so  stroDg  as  the  preent, 
was  strennoudy  resisted,  and  tbe  bill  ajlowing 
it  etmgried  with  difficulty  through  the  Home. 

"  BucKOLLsaaid;  I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Spesk- 
discuss  the  general  merits  of  tbe  claim 
now  under  oondderadon.     I  had  hoped  that 
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AfpertunmtHt  BiU. 


[B.  < 


irben  the  Honae  had  cooaidered  the  peculiar 
BiUre  and  the  oironmstaaoes  under  which  tlie 
militii7  olaim  of  Sonth  Oarolioa  had  acoraed, 
it  would  hsve  addreaaed  itself  to  the  justice, 
puriodsm,  and  honor  of  this  asMmblj  eo  di- 
Twlij  as  to  preclude  all  debate.  I  had  parttc- 
alarlj  desired  that  no  repregeDtatJTe  from  Oar- 
oliua  ihonld  feel  it  neoesaarj  to  urge  ita  alloW' 
UOB,  when  the  Terj  fkct  of  its  existence  re- 
ieoted  M  mnoh  honor  on  the  poblio  apirit  of 
oar  State.  I  relied  on  the  intetligeDOe  of  this 
body  to  estimate  itsjnstioe,  and  their  eqnit;  to 
diTMt  ita  paynMnL,  Bat,  air,  I  find  I  lun  mis- 
taken.  OtyecUons  are  raised  to  the  particular 
item  inserted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
whiah  Is  now  before  the  Eooae.  This  section 
coDtains  an  ^prmiriation  of  7,600  dollars  for 
blukets  pnr^ased  b/  the  State  for  the  ase  of 
bet  sddien,  when  toe  tents  fDmiahed  by  this 
GoTenment  were  insnffioient  for  their  protec- 
tion. Heoorable  gentlemen  have  objected  to 
thii  aUowance  as  onasnal  and  improper,  be- 
cuse,  by  the  regolatioD  of  the  United  States, 
hUoketa  are  not  furnished  to  troops  serving  for 
Icntlianayeftr.  Others  object  to  it,  beoanse,  if 
it  be  allowed  in  this  case,  other  Statu  may  prefer 
the  same  demand,  and  that  dangerons  inroads 
Till  b«  made  on  the  Treasnry.  Sir,  I  will  en- 
tar  into  no  argument  in  raply  to  these  objeo- 
tioiu.  Bat  1  feel  bound  to  aaj  that  they  do 
not  partake  of  that  spirit  which  animated 
Oarolina  in  meeting  the  exigencies  of  that  day  t 
What  was  her  sitoation,  and  how  did  she  meet 
il)  Sir,  the  enemy's  vessels  were  off  our 
coast,  sod  every  indication  of  an  invasion  of 
our  territory,  and  sacking  of  oar  cities.  This 
Govenunent  furnished  none  of  those  munitions 
fiir  our  dc&nce,  which  it  was  her  coDfltitntional 
doty  to  hare  famished,  and  when  applied  to  for 
that  pnrpos^  responded  that  ahe  had  not  the 
means,  am  Soath  Oarolina  most  defend  herself. 
She  called  oat  her  troopa,  and  armed,  clothed, 
and  fed  them.  8u:,  there  was  no  qnibUing 
(bout  doing  this.  Ko  calcolations  made, 
whether  or  no  she  might  Ite  repaid  for  all 
tl)i%  or  whether  it  aqnared  with  the  regnla- 
tiona  of  tiie  United  States.  Her  officera  oom- 
maoding  these  troopa,  aeeing  that  the  very  lives 
of  her  soldiers  were  endangered  fbr  want  of 
coTering,  did  not  hesitate  to  call  on  the  Legis- 
lature, and  that  body,  disregarding  the  cost, 
ajtpopriated  the  amount  contained  in  thia  seo- 
tion  for  the  pnrchoae  of  blankets.  ,  Snch  were 
tbe  ciroamstAncee  under  which  tliese  articles 
were  Iimushed,  and  suoh  the  manner  in  which 
this  House  meets  them.  Sir,  I  do  not  feel  it 
proper  that  the  repreaentatives  of  Carolina 
ibonld  hig^e  with  this  House  for  sums  thna 
elpended.  They  flowed  from  her  patriotism — 
■be  will  not  b^  them  from  yoor  justice, 

rnsDAT,  Januar?  10,  188S. 

ApportionmerU  Bill. 

The   Honae  want   Into  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  state  (rf  the  Union,  Ur,  Hon- 


HAH,  of  New  York,  in  iii6  chair,  and  took  np 
the  bill  regulating  tbe  apportionment  of  repre- 
aentatives  accorduiK  to  the  fiftb  census. 

The  bill  was  read;  [it  proposed  that  one  rep- 
resentative be  allowed  to  every  48,000  inhaBit- 
ants,  after  ilie  dedaotion  of  Indians  not  taxed, 
end  two-fifths  of  Uie  slave  population ;  and 
then  went  on  to  declare  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives in  each  State,  on  thia  rule  of  appor- 
tionment.] 

In  introdnoing  the  bill,  Ifr.  Polk  observed 
that  the  committee  had  felt  a  great  difficulty, 
and  even  impossibility,  of  recommending  any 
ratio  of  representation  which  should  obtain  the 
nnanimons  assent  of  the  House.  The  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
that  House  depended,  according  to  the  consti- 
tntioD,  not  on  the  total  population  of  tbe 
Union,  but  on  the  respective  numbers  of  ia- 
hsbibuita  in  the  several  States,  excluding  all 
Indians  not  taxed,  and,  also,  two-fifths  of  the 
slaves,  and  inolnding  all  other  persons.  No 
ratio  could  be  adopted  which  would  be  per- 
fectiy  eqaol  in  its  results  npon  all  the  States : 
whatever  number  might  be  fixed  on  as  entitiing 
to  a  representAtive  on  that  floor,  there  most  be 
fractions  left  in  most  of  the  States,  larger  in 
some  and  smaller  in  others.  This  inequality, 
however  it  might  be  regretted,  bad  its  cause  in 
the  couatitalion  itself.  It  had  been  so  sensibly 
felt  when  the  ratio  of  representation  was  estab- 
lished by  the  first  Oongress,  that  they  had  a£- 
tompted  to  remedy  it  by  allowing  to  snch  of 
the  States  as  had  very  large  residuary  fractions 
an  additional  representative.  The  tien  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  Qenerel  Washing- 
ton, alter  mature  consideration,  and  after  de- 
taining the  bill  in  his  hands  ontil  the  last  day 
allowed  fbr  his  decision  npon  it,  sent  it  back  to 
Congress  with  his  veto,  and  the  reasons  of  it, 
which  were  two,  viz.,  that  no  common  divisor 
would  give  to  the  States  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives allowed  them  by  the  bill ;  and  that 
the  proposed  number  of  representativM  was 
greater  than  one  far  every  30,000 ;  and  that, 
therefore,  the  bill  was  nQeonatitntional..  The 
HouAe  had  acquiesced  in  thia  construction,  and 
reported  accordingly  a  new  bill,  the  effect  of 
which  was  that  each  State  lost  its  supernu- 
merary fraction.  This  early  expositicoi  of  the 
conatitation  had  been  afterwards  regarded  as 
setUed,  and  had  been  act«d  on  ever  sinoe.  The 
constitution  imposed  but  two  limitatioua  on 
this  matter :  the  one  was,  that  no  State  should 
have  more  representatives  than  one  for  every 
80,000  inbabitanta;  and,  on  tbe  other  hand, 
that  every  State  should  be  entitled  te  one  rep- 
resentative. The  efiect  was  that  the  greatest 
number  of  representatives  at  this  time  conld 
be  no  more  than  897 ;  the  smallest,  24.  The 
committee  had  recommended  a  number  which 
they  considered  a  juat  medium  between  these 
two  extremes.  It  would  give  a  Honse  of  snch 
dimensions,  that,  on  the  one  hand,  tbe  people 
wonld  not  be  deprived  of  an  adequate  repre- 
sentetion,  and,  on  the  other,  the  nnmbera  of 
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members  would  not  b«  anch  ea  to  render  the 
Honae  mnltitndiiioiu,  mivteldT',  Bud  tncoa- 
renieDt.  la  1790,  the  namber  fixed  od  as  en- 
titled to  A  repreeeDtative  had  been  80,000 ;  in 
ISOO,  38,000 ;  in  1810,  86,000 ;  and  in  1820, 
40,000.  The  bill  uowreported  proposed 46,000, 
This  was  a  greater  aogmentatioa  than  had 
taken  place  in  forty  years.  Looking  to  the 
nnavoidable  iaeqnality  of  the  operation  of  any 
ratio  they  coold  propose,  the  committee  had 
also  oonBidered  the  ^ect  of  Tarions  rstioa  in 
leaving  the  onrepresented  frootiona  in  the  dif- 
ferent States ;  and,  after  maturely  cooudering 
4Dd  oompsring  the  diffioolties,  they  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  48,000  dietribnted  the 
fi-Mtiona  aaemully  among  the  Btatea  aaany  other 
nnml)er  wbi<m  oonld  be  fixed  npon.  The  ag- 
gregate amonnt  of  all  the  fractions  left  by  tins 
arrangement  would  be  647,483.  The  commit- 
tee b^  bad  no  oriteria  from  which  to  judge  to 
what  number  of  memtters  the  Hooee  womd  be 
most  likely  to  uaent.  There  exiated  a  variety 
of  opinions,  whose  advocates  were  in  &Tor  of 
a  Booae  more  or  leas  nnmeroos.  If  resort 
eboold  be  bad  to  enerience,  many  were  of 
opinion  that  the  nomber  of  the  existing  Eonse 
was  qnite  large  enonrii,  and  misht  very  con- 
venienUy  be  continoed.  He  had,  hlmael^  at 
first,  agroed  in  this  opinion ;  but  he  had  sabee- 

Sinently  been  indnced  to  coincide  with  a  mqjor- 
ty  of  the  committee  in  Uie  opinion  that  there 
onght  to  be  aome  proportion  ooaerved  between 
the  increase  and  wide-apread  population  of  the 
eoantry,  and  its  renresentation  in  that  Eonae. 

Ur.  Craio,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  words  "forty-eight" 
wherever  they  ooonrred,  so  as  to  leave  the 
munber  blank. 

Ur,  Jabvib,  of  2Une,  moved  to  amend  the. 
•mendment  of  Ur.  Onuo,  by  inserting  the 
worda  "  seventy-five,"  whidi  was  negatived. 

The  qnestion  now  reonning  on  the  motion 
of  Hr.  OHAia  to  strike  out  the  words  "  forty- 


•%", 


The  debate  was  now  reamned  with  great 
spirit  and  animation,  and  was  continued  by  the 
fbllowigg  gentiemen:  Ueasn.  Polx,  Dakul, 
Adams,  Wioxutfb,  Oruo,  Tatlob,  Viktos, 
and  UoDuma ;  when 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Ur.  WiOEUrn  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  dis- 
oharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  and  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee who  had  reported  it,  with  instrnotions 
to  report  it  in  blank ;  but 

The  SpaAXXE  pronoonoed  anch  a  motion  at 
thia  time  oat  of  order,  nnless  by  the  nnanimona 
consent  of  the  Honse. 

Wherenpon,  the  Hoose  adjourned. 

Tsubbday,  January  13, 
ColonitMff  Utt  Ntgrott, 
Ur.  JsmzB  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 


eomidttee  be  appointed  to  in- 
qnira  into  (ha  eipedienay  of  owking  an  apprafrU- 
tion  far  the  purpoae  of  removing  mus  the  tjaiud 
Btatea  and  her  tenitones,  the  fiee  people  of  cdor, 
and  colaniiing  them  on  the  coast  of  Aliica  or  alae- 

In  anppoTting  the  reedatioa,  Ur.  Jxnrai 
observed  that  the  State  of  Maryland  nu 
deeply  interested  in  the  anbject  of  the  resoln- 

'   lamnch  a~  ~'~ ' ^"' 

of  the  p  . 

other  State  in  the  0iiiaii.  Virginia,  be  be- 
lieved, stood  next,  in  this  respect ;  and  DeU- 
ware,  in  proportion  to  her  whole  pi^olitioii, 
had  pOBsibly  still  more  than  either.  Matjltad 
felt  aeverely  the  evils  reanlting  from  the  prts- 


ment  a  aonatitntional  remedy,  ahe  bdiertd  it 
ought  to  be  applied  for  her  relief.  If  tlMra 
was  any  anttjeot  in  which  that  State  might  bo 
eaid  to  feel  a  more  lively  interest  than  in  ahnoit 
any  other,  it  waa  this.  It  was  expedioit,  and 
very  deairable,  that  if  any  legialatiMi  tort 
place  on  this  enbject,  it  should  be  bad  at  ■ 
early  a  period  as' possible.  The  Legialatnicai^ 
several  of  the  States  were  now  in  aeaaioa,  and 
some  of  them  wonid  be  looking  to  tbe  Oeouil 
Govemment'for  ita  co-operation.  If,  on  ddib- 
eration,  it  ahould  be  concluded  that  tbert  th 
no  provision  in  the  conatitation,  and  no  menu 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  than  the 
States  wonld  have  to  look  to  tiieir  own  n- 
sonrcea ;  and  they  ought  to  know  thia  ai  esrif 
as  prsoticaUe.  He  had  propoaed  a  Select  Oar 
mittee  on  this  subject,  only  beoanae-there  «•> 
no  standing  committee  to  whom  it  seemed  lo 
belong. 

Hr.  Bp«sbt  said  timt  the  anltjeet  anbr)Md 
in  the  resolution  waa  one  of  great  impoituM, 
and  he  wished  the  gentieman  would  omiMBtta 
defer  the  reference  for  a  few  days.  It  wii  om 
on  which  he  had  himself  received  many  ccm- 
mnnications  ttota  his  oonatitnenta,  and  be  wia 
deriroua  that  some  farther  time  mi^  b« 
allowed  him  before  any  action  of  the  HoMt 
waa  insisted  npon.  Ur.  S.  aaid  be  was  in  fsvor 
of  the  policy  which  dictated  the  resolaticii. 
and,  could  he  be  eatisfied  that  tbe  GenenI 
Government  possessed  the  power  referred  tc^ 
he  ahould  be  very  glad  to  aee  aoch  a  neaiiire 
adopted.  He  wonld  suggest  to  the  geDUemu 
from  Uaryland  the  expediency  of  posipauaj 
the  measure  until  Uonday  next.  He  wiibeo 
the  gentiemaa  distinctiy  to  mideratand  tbatbe 
was  not  agmnat  the  resolution,  but  was  in  f«Tor 
of  the  prlnoiple  contained  in  iL 

Ur.  Jeiiifbb  therenpon  agreed^  Ika  poi^ 


Wedsudat,  January  18. 

Appmrtwwn^ta  BiU. 

The  Souse  then,  on  motion  of  Ifr.  P(»j^ 

went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  od  the 

state  of  the  Union,  Xr.  Eotfhav  lo  tbe  euir, 
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AfportiameM  Bill. 


[H.  or  B. 


ud  took  sp  tbe  apportionment  blU.  The  qaes- 
ttoD  Ml  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
HiTiB4«i>,  to  strike  oot  48,000,  and  insert 
41,000,  BO  M  to  make  the  letter  tbe  ratio. 

Mr.  DocBLKDAT  Boid  tbit  he  rose  merelr  to 
Mrreet  a  false  impresaioD  that  appeared  to  pre- 
nil  in  reepeot  to  the  fractions.  If  gentlemen 
would  iovestigato  this  eabject,  they  would,  per- 
hijia,  find  they  had  less  reason  to  oomplain  of 
Uw  fractions  left  their  reep^eliva  States,  than 
th«j  bad  sapposod.  The;  woold  thea  be  pre- 
Mred  to  vote  oa  principle,  and  we  shonld  find 
leu  (lifficnlty  in  passing  a  biU.  He  was  not 
partial  to  a  ratio  of  48,000 ;  it  woold  leave  his 
S:ste  a  Ui^  fiaotioa — a  fraction  of  more  than 
41,000.  But  if  even  that  number  soitud  a  ma- 
knitj  of  the  Uoose,  he  preanmed  the  State  of 
New  York  woold  not  oomplwn.  We  had 
beud  that  Vi^inia  and  ICaryland  wonld  have 
U^  fractions  by  which  they  would  anffer  in- 
justice. Well,  what  ought  to  be  their  irac' 
tiousl  At  a  ratio  of  48,000,  the  aggresate  of 
fractions  would  bo  &1T,488,  which,  divided 
imoaf^t  the  twanty-foof  Ststiea,  would  nve  an 
aTense  of  98,812.  The  fraotioa  of  Vii^nia 
wonld  be  31,S4S,  and  that  of  Maryland,  15,60S. 
Firpnia  would  be  favored  abont  1,000,  and 
lbr;laiid  abont  7,000.  These  would  be  fa- 
vored States.  If  gentlemen  were^etermined 
their  States  should  have  no  fractions  at  all,  or 
even  less  than  the  average  fraotiona,  it  wonld 
be  evident  that  no  ratio  whatever  oould  unite 
■  n^jority  of  votes,  and,  of  coarse,  we  could 
notiMasabiU. 

Mr,  OBumu.,  of  Massoehnsetta,  was  in 
favor  of  tbe  amendment  which  proposed  to  fix 
the  ratio  of  representation  at  44,000.  That 
ratio  woold  give  a  Hoose  of  Bepresentativea, 
eonsiating  of  269  members,  and  more  nnmeroas 
by  46,  than  the  praaent.  la  briefly  assigning 
the  reaaona  for  the  vote  he  shonld  give  on  this 

S.estion,  it  was  not  his  purpose,  be  said,  to  call 
e  attention  of  the  oommittee  to  any  minute 
calcnlation  of  the  effect  of  various  ratjos. 
Every  practical  calcnlation  of  that  sort^  on 
ratios  as  high  aa  60,000,  seemed  to  have  been 
laid  before  the  House,  and  must  be  familiar  to 
the  members. 

Sir,  said  Ifr.  O.,  I  prefer  the  ratio  proposed 
by  the  amendment  to  any  above  it  that  has 
been  mentioned,  in  tbe  bill,  or  in  debate ;  be- 
cause it  will  not  reduce  the  present  numtier  of 
representatives  on  this  floor  from  any  State  in 
the  Union.  Nor  will  it,  in  my  apprehension, 
iweQ  the  numbers  of  this  House  to  an  inoon- 
venient  size  for  the  transaction  of  tbe  public 
bimnesB.  I  acknowledge  myself  an  advocate 
for  a  nnmerons  Honse  of  Bepresentatives,  as 
being  most  oouaistent  with  the  genius  and  de- 
sign of  this  Government.  Is  it  not  conatitnted 
to  reflect  the  popular  will  ?  But  the  perfection 
at  the  representative  principle  is  only  found 
where  tbe  pnblio  agents  exhibit,  moat  troly,  tbe 
sentunents,  wishes,  feelings,  and  interests  of 
the  whole  people.  This  great  object  is  most 
completely  attuned  by  forming  a  nnmeroas 


Honse  on  a  comparatively  small  ratio.  On  snoh 
a  body  of  repreaentativee,  the  people  will  im- 
press their  own  character.  Bot  the  higher  yon 
raise  the  ratio,  the  filrther  yon  remove  the 
member  from  hia  0(H)stitnents,  from  their  inter- 
conrae  and  sympathies,  and  the  further  you  de- 

rt  from  the  true  principle  of  representation. 
this  be  so,  said  Mr.  6.,  how  oan  a  body  of 
representatives  l>e  sud  to  reflect  the  ohwooter 
and  will  of  the  people,  when,  either  from  the 
extent  of  their  districts,  or  the  great  nnmber 
of  their  constitnents,  they  can  hardly  be  sup- 
posed to  understand  their  sentimenta  or  inter- 
aata  I  On  the  other  band,  how,  in  such  a  stats. 
of  things,  is  the  memlwr  to  make  known  to 
them,  olMrly  and  effectually,  Uie  measnrea,  the 
men,  and  tiie  polioy  of  their  Government? 
The  representative  stsnds,  in  some  sort,  Ije- 
tween  the  Oovemment  and  bis  constituentc^ 
the  medium  of  communication  and  action. 
They  deure  to  hold  him  to  a  fur  responsibility 
for  his  publio  aat&  This  neceesory  estrange- 
ment, of  which  I  speak,  ttetween  members  and 
tbe  people  tbey  may  have  been  chmen  to  rep- 
resent, will  open  the  way  for  demagogues,  by 
arta  and  imposition,  to  excite  the  p^nlar  Jeal- 
ousy, and  supplant  the  representative  in  Uieir 
flavor  and  oonndence. 

But,  sir,  I  find  some  support  for  my  position, 
in  the  fact  stated  by  my  honorable  ooUeagne, 
(Mr.  Aouta,)  that  the  firat  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives under  tbe  constitution,  which  con- 
sisted of  66  membera,  bore  the  same  propor- 
tion to  the  population  of  the  country,  which 
the  number  given  by  the  amendment  to  the  bill 
bears  to  our  present  population.  1  am  glad  to 
find  the  coincidence ;  for  I  love  to  revert  to 
that  glorioDS  period,  and  to  the  men  of  that 
period.  I  feer  we  are  fast  departing  from  their 
safe  examples,  and  discarding  thur  lessons  of 
political  wisdom. 

When  tbe  people  accepted  the  constitution, 
tbey  fluppoaed  they  discovered  great  secmity 
for  their  dear-bought  rij^hts,  in  the  provision  for 
a  body  of  repreaenta^ves  chosen  by  them- 
selves. It  was  their  chief  hope.  To  them 
alone  were  they  willing  to  confide  the  power  of 
originating  laws  by  which  they  were  to  l>e 
taxed.  No  matter  whence  tbey  derived  the 
hint  for  this  wise  and  cautious  provision,  I 
refer  to  the  fact,  simply  as  illuatratmg  the  pol- 
icy of  the  people  of  that  time,  in  oooatmoting 
that  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  which, 
by  its  members,  issuing  from  among  them- 
aelvea,  wonld  alone  be  competent  to  carry  ont 
their  purposes,  speak  their  language,  aoataia 
their  spirit,  and  embody  their  character.  An- 
other met  gives  some  testimony  to  the  point  in 
qnestion.  By  the  constitution,  S0,000  was  e»- 
tabliahed  as  the  first  ratio  of  representation. 
This  was  a  startiing  feature.  It  was  opposed  in 
many  of  the  State  conventions.  In  that  of 
Massachusetts,  many  considered  30,000  people 
as  too  great  a  number  to  be  represented  bv  one 
individuaL  But  still  it  was  finally  Judged  that 
the  House  of  Representatives,  as  ft  was  then 


.yGoogle 


ABBIDQMENT  OP  THE 


R.] 


oonstitQtod,  in  nnmbers  uid  in  powen,  might 
be  sjust  coDDterpoise  to  the  Execntive  Depnrt- 
neiit  of  the  Qovemment.  Sir,  the  people  ore 
(Qow  to  change  their  sentimenta  of  political  es- 
pedien07 ;  and  I  venture  the  assertion,  that  the 
some  jealona  cnre  for  a  fiiU  popular  repreaentji- 
tloa  atiU  pervadee  the  nation.  Aod  could  tiie 
Boaso  of  the  people  themselves  he  ooUected,  on 
this  momentous  question,  it  voold  bo  dedsive 
in  favor  of  it. 

Bat,  aaid  Mr.  G.,  ft  munerons  popniar  repre- 
sentation has  not  onlj  been  regarded,  through 
all  oar  hiBtory,  as  a  favorite  feature  of  onr  re- 
pablioan  sfstem,  moat  conBou&nt  with  its  spirit 
and  design,  and  as  most  of  all  reflecting  the 
character  of  the  coontij,  hnt  it  must  ever 
remain  tie  safest  depository  of  power.  It  is  a 
common  complaint;  uiat  the  tendency  of  power, 
in  a  free  Oovernment,  is  to  the  hands  of  a 
few.  If  an  aristooratlo  infloence  shall  ever 
arise,  nnder  anj  Administration  of  this  Govern- 
ment, here,  in  this  Hall  of  the  people's  repre- 
sentatives, mnst  be  foand  the  remedy,  the 
oooDteracting  power.  Ooald  a  nnmeroiis  House 
ever  be  sn^eoted  to  such  control?  Sir,  it 
would  be  detested  and  repelled  by  the  charac- 
teristia  jealousy,  independence,  and  firmness  of 
a  popular  representation.  I  see  other  reasons 
for  a  rigid  adherence  to  this  cardinal  principle 
in  our  Government.  The  time  may  come  when 
Execntive  influence  will  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  this  Hoose,  to  awe  it  into  enbserriency, 
or  cormpt  its  action.  It  may  be  attempted  to 
be  exercised  among  the  ntemb^  not,  perhaps, 
by  direct  assaults  npon  their  integrity,  but  by 
the  arts,  and  flatteries,  and  flavors  which  ambi- 
tion knows  so  welt  bow  to  employ.  In.  snch 
times,  where  is  the  people's  first  reltsnoe  I  In 
a  small  body  of  representatives t  "So,  sir; 
they  wonld  find  safety  in  numbers. 

Mr.  Ch^rmon,  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in 
my  opinion  on  this  subject  when  I  consider 
the  great  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  in  the  Executive  of  this  Government,  and 
the  patronage  in  his  power  to  bestow.  Having 
the  power  of  nomination  (which  may,  in  some 
future  period,  and  with  a  snbservient  Senate, 
be  eqnivalent  to  the  power  of  appointment)  of 
cabinet  officers,  Ministers  to  foreign  courta.  of 
offlcera  in  the  army  and  the  navy ;  appoint- 
ments to  the  almost  countless  offices  ana  em- 
ployments connected  with  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, and  the  sales  of  the  public  domain — 
holding,  I  say,  this  prodigious  amount  of  patron- 
age, would  it  be  marvellous,  if  some  Executive, 
in  fHiture  time,  with  a  view  to  carry  some  fa- 
vorite raeaaure  tiirough  a  very  limited  Honse 
of  Representatives,  should  dispense  a  share  of 
this  patronage  among  the  friends  of  its  meas- 
nres  I  Would  attempts  like  this  ever  be  made 
to  bring  over  the  m^ority  of  a  large  House  ? 
Which  could  be  most  easily  bought  op?  It 
was  intended  by  the  constitntion  that  power 
should  be  so  distributed  among  the  several  de- 
partments of  this  Goveroment,  that  no  one 
■hould  eror  acquire  an  undne  weight  and  infln- 


;  ence,  and  that  neitjier  should  I 
But,  sir,  have  we  not,  for  yean,  witnesed  u 
undue  aocnmnlation  of  power  in  the  btodi  oi 
the  Eieoutive,  and  in  tiie  Executive  and  Sen- 
ate t  The  treaty-nmking  power  alcne  is  of 
amadng  extent,  in  their  poasesrion,  with  ill  iu 
train  of  incidental  influences.  And  soise  havt 
fbared  that  it  might  be  attempted  to  be  «ier- 
oised  in  derogation  of  the  legisbtive  pmrer. 
To  guard  as  far  as  poasiUe  ag^nst  the  mm  of 
any  or  all  of  these  powers,  tita  conntiy  wanti 
the  vigUanca,  finnneaa,  and  integrity,  irhlcb 
oonld  be  combined  in  a  fnll  aai  noiDHwa 
House  of  Representatives.  In  enij  view, 
therefore,  a  Itu^  Boose  preerats  decided  id- 
vantages  ;  and  if  mj  reasoning  be  not  denp- 
tive,  is  less  liable  to  bad  inflnenoes — more  lib 
for  the  people,  and  for  the  oonstitutitHi. 

It  has  been  somelimea  asked  by  the  tin- 
cates  of  a  small  House,  how  we  would  limit 
the  numbers ;  and  what  role  shall  be  tdofiltd 


large  the  representation  here  until  it  shonU  be 
apparent  that  an  additjonal  number  wonld  pro- 
duce embarrassment  and  inconvenience  is  I^ 
lation.  It  should  not  be  so  large  as  to  be  im- 
wieldy  in  action,  nor  yet  so  small  as  to  rdot 
impenectiy%he  character  of  the  oonntry.  En 
any  evil  resulted  frona  the  increase  of  muubcn 
here  t  What  is  the  experience  of  the  country 
on  this  subjeotl  Is  there  ta  this  Hcqm  1m 
despatch  of  bnsinesB,  than  in  some  etrtisr  p^ 
nods  of  the  Oovemment  t  Less  wise  delibtn- 
tion  ?  Lees  deoonun  of  debate  t  Baie  tlie 
sessions  of  Congress  in  late  yean  been  pro- 
tracted beyond  the  period  occupied  by  tian 
when  the  numbers  of  this  House  were  Int 
If  this  were  so,  tbe  reason  would  be  foand  w* 
in  the  delay  prodnced  by  eieearive  umim 
here,  bnt  in  tne  new  intereets  and  mnlti^diM 
o^ects  of  legislation  that  are  constantly  Ttbf 
np  throughout  our  widely  extended  country. 

Mr.  Oh^rman,  I  see  and  deprecate  th*  M- 
dency,  in  this  oonntry,  to  adopt  the  hiWw, 
manners,  and  sentiments  of  tbe  old  Qcvcn- 
menta  of  Europe.  It  becomes  ua  to  hold  btck, 
to  rest  npon  the  republican  pbuonen  of  ont 
national  character,  end  the  puitieal  docniMi 
of  earlier  times.  It  wonld  be  Strang  iodMO, 
if,  while  England  and  France,  and  the  Isttar 
under  the  goidance  of  the  iUoatrions  Uftjetlt, 
are  endeavoring  to  perfect  their  iep«s»t»hf* 
systems,  the  people  of  tbia  enlightened  eo^ 
try  should  be  found  adopting  a  ooor»B  of  p* 
icy  in  reference  to  our  own,  iUilwal  «" 
nuwise. 

Bir,  I  have  expressed  the  wifA  tiiat  the  ntio 
which  is  to  determine  the  rwrosootatioo  ha» 
for  the  next  ten  years  should  be  meh  that  tta 
State  should  retwn  at  least  its  present  dubIw 
on  this  floor.  I  wiU  not  deny  that  it  wooM  M 
to  ma  a  matter  rf  deep  r^rot  that  tbt  Stale 
from  which  I  come  should  be  deprived  of  w 
representative  in  Congress.  Snch  wiH  w  «« 
case,  If  the  ratio  be  fixed  at  for^-«80'  "*"■ 
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laoi.  Is  it  expedient  I  Is  it  wise  to  raise  it  bo 
liigb  t  For  MftMAohosett*  I  ask  no  favor  at  the 
bauds  of  this  Govemmeat.  I  onlf  demand  for 
her  Jiutice.  Kor  will  I,  ia  advocating  her 
claims,  refer  the  committee  to  her  earlier  his- 
torj.  Ko,  air,  I  ivoold  speak  only  of  the  re- 
aoorces  and  the  great  interests  of  tliat  oom- 
monwealth,  as  the;  stand  connected  with  thnse 
of  our  common  conntry.  And  in  anj  view 
tbst  I  can  take  of  this  enbioct,  I  can  discover 
no  nationiU  coDsiderations  that  seem  to  demand 
Uk  sacrifioe.  But  her  people  will  acquiesce  in 
the  deeisiDa.  And  thongb  it  may  affec.t  her 
political  infinence  imfavorably,  they  will  be 
content  to  know  that  no  antoward  legLilation 
here  con  distnrb  the  moral  sjid  social  condition 
by  whioh  they  are  dtstingnishedj  nor  the  wise 
aad  liberal  iiutitntiona  which  they  cherish  as 
the  fairest  inheritaaoe  of  their  Poritan  an- 

Mr.  Au.aif,  of  Kentaeky,  addressed  the 
Honu  in  opposition  la  the  amendment.  He 
agreed  in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gen- 
tlaman  from  Massaehnaetta,  (Ur.  Aouia,)  and 
tbe  gentleman  from  VirciouL  (Mr.  Mbbceb,) 
that  the  qneetion  before  the  Hoose  was  one  of 
great  impprtanee ;  bat  aa  to  the  number  of 
monbera  which  the  Honse  onght  to  contain,  be 
differed  widely  from  them  both.  For  their  ei- 
pmenca,  leaniing,  and  matured  wisdom,  he 
had  long  entertained  the  most  profound  re(^rd ; 
lod  to  be  oliliged  to  oppose  them,  added  to  his 
embainusmeDt  on  tbe  present  occasion.  Thos 
&r  the  question  had  in  general  l>een  treated  as 
one  of  pnrely  an  arbitrary  nature,  and  sub- 
-JMiad  to  no  certain  rale.  Two,  however,  of 
the  genUemen  from  MaSBachnaetts,  had  pro- 
posed to  lay  down  a  role,  which  he  shonld  now 
pnweed  to  examine.  One  of  the  gentlemen 
(Mr.  AnaMB)  had  reminded  the  Honse  that  the 
ntst  Oongrese  contained  bat  sixty-five  mem- 
Inrg,  nnce  which  the  popnltttion  of  the  conn- 
try  had  increased  fonifoid ;  and  shoidd  tbe 
nmnber  "  41 "  be  adopted,  and  its  results  pro- 
dnoe  a  House  of  two  himdred  and  fiity-nioe 
members,  there  would  be  exactly  the  same  in- 
maie  in  the  nnmber  of  representatives  as  had 
taken  place  in  the  nnmber  of  the  people, 
from  this  statement  of  fitct,  Ur.  A.  said  he  in- 
ferred  that  the  gentleman  intended  to  lay  down 
tiiia  nile,  that  representation  ought  to  increase 
ill  proportioa  to  the  increase  of  population. 
That  was  the  gentleman's  rule,  and  he  invited 
the  Hoose  to  examine  its  practical  operation, 
and  Uie  inflaenoe  which,  if  adopted,  it  mast 
eiert  ou  the  condition  and  even  on  the  ftitnre 
destinies  of  the  conntry. 

The  House  in  forty  years  would  have  grows 
'rem  sixty-five  to  two  hundred  and  Sftj-nlne 
members.  Acoording  to  tbe  same  ratio  of  in- 
cresse,  it  mnst  at  the  end  of  forty  years  more 
ooatain  more  than  one  thousand  members,  and 
in  tbe  course  of  a  century  the  conntry  would 
pMsess  an  army  of  four  thousand  Oongresa- 
men.  BhonJd  such  a  principle,  or  any  thing 
like  it,  prevul,  he  would  venture  to  pronoouce 


it  impossible  to  transmit  our  free  institutions 
to  posterity.  Congress  now  occupied  a  build* 
ing  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  con- 
tuning  one  hundred  rooms,  and  covering  an 
acre  and  tbree-quartere  of  ground ;  but,  on  the 
^entieman's  principle,  it  would  require  a  build- 
mgooveting  ten  acres. 

The  very  experienced  and  learned  gentleman 
had  advanced  another  aignment  in  opposition 
to  the  number  forty-eight,  ft  was,  that  four 
of  the  Statea  would  lose,  each,  one  representa- 
tive ;  a  result  which  would  not  only  impair 
their  relative  weight  as  States,  but  also  that  of 
the  respective  sections  of  the  Union  to  which 
they  belonged ;  and  thna  the  balance  which 
now  existed  between  different  portions  of  the 
conntry  would  be  disturbed.  From  the  prem- 
ises lud  down,  he  must  say  that  tbe  same 
conclusion  did  not  strike  him.  How  was  the 
nnmber  of  the  House  to  be  determined  t  By 
the  ratio  of  representation  adopted.  But,  sup- 
posing the  nnmber  to  be  donbled — would  that 
otter  the  relative  weight  of  the  different  States 
on  that  fioort  When  two  scales  were  equally 
poised,  should  equal  weights  tie  added,  or  equal 
weights  subtracted  from  both,  the  balance 
would  not  be  in  the  least  affected ;  neither 
would  that  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  sec- 
tions of  the  Union  be  altered  should  each  lose 
two  represents  tives. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  would  not  advocate  a  proposi- 
tion to  detract  the  smallest  mito  from  the 
weight  of  any  one  State,  as  their  weight  was 
measured  by  the  constitution.  But  he  could 
not  think  there  waa  any  thiug  in  tbe  result  the 
gentieman  had  stated,  of  importance  sufficient 
to  justify  BO  radical  B  movement  as  the  addition 
of  forty  member^  at  once,  to  the  members  of 
that  Honse. 

The  gentieman  from  Vir^nla,  in  his  nsual 
forcible  and  lucid  manner,  had  commented  on 
the  relation  which  this  House  sustained  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  the 
Executive  Department,  and  had  ai^oed  to  show 
that  tbe  number  of  the  House  ought  to  be  in- 
creased in  order  to  increase  the  weight  of  the 
popular  branch.  Mr.  A.  s^d  he  oonld  not 
comprehend  how  such  a  result  wonld  follow  ; 
but,  BUppoung  the  gentleman  to  be  right,  bow 
did  the  two  Houses  now  standi  If  their  rela- 
tive numerical  weight,  as  fixed  at  first  by  the 
constitution,  was  then  duly  regulated,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  Honse  hod  got  greatly  in  ad- 
vance of  the  Senate  ;  for,  while  the  number  of 
the  Senators  had  not  eveu  doubled,  that  of  the 
Representatives  had  become  nearly  fourfold. 
There  could,  therefore,  be  no  necessity  of  en- 
larging upon  that  ground.  But  the  gentieman 
had  further  said,  that  as  the  Oovemment  grew 
older  the  Executive  power  increased,  and  would 
continue  to  increase  yet  more;  and  a  large 
House  of  Bepresentatives  was  necessary  in  order 
to  put  this  body  further  from  the  reach  of  Ex- 
ecutive iufluence.  Now,  to  his  apprehennon, 
the  very  reverse  of  this  proposition  was  trn& 
and  in  support  of  hia  opinion  be  woidd  appeal 
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to  history.  All  hlBtor;  eonoarred  in  showing 
that  larae  inimb«n  of  men  were  more  readilj 
aotnatea  bj  impulse  and  sudden  ezoitement, 
aaA  were  more  apt  to  be  broken  into  parties, 
and  blindly  to  follow  artfkil  leaden,  than  snutll 
ones ;  and  the  power  of  ui  extraneous  inflo- 
enoe  had,  in  all  times,  been  more  commtmlj 
uid  more  readily  exerted  over  Dnmerons  as- 
semblies than  over  those  which  oont^ed 
fewer  nnmbers.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
Biitish  Honse  of  Oommons  oontaJDed  six  hnn- 
dred  memben ;  bnt  that  hodj  was  an  example 
In  p<rint  to  support  his  own  view  ;  for,  althongh 
it  waa  BO  nameroos,  Qie  bnrinesa  was  aotnallj 
scoompliflhed  bj  very  few  of  the  membere. 
The  l^eat  mass  do  not  even  oome  into  the 
Hooae,  except  when  they  were  stunmoned  on 
some  great  qnestion.  A  quorum  in  the  Athe- 
nian aasembly  eonristed  of  six  thoneand  men ; 
yet  eve^  one  knew  that  that  assembly  was  con- 
trolled by  a  few  orators.  So  perfeotly  waa 
this  understood,  that  when  Philip  of  Hacedon 
wUied  to  obtain  the  control  of  that  body,  all 
be  bad  to  do  was  to  pnrohaw  np  a  mii^ority  of 
thur  leaders. 

Mr,  A.  invited  the  House  now  to  look  at  an 
opporite  example.  The  Oongrssa  of  '76  had 
consisted  of  bnt  fifty-four  members.  On  one 
aide  waa  despaii;  on  the  other  all  the  power 
and  wealth  of  !^g1and  to  coiTDpt.  Yet  did 
the  reanit  famish  as  glorious  a  comparisMt  as 
any  that  had  ever  been  seen  on  earth.  There 
appeued,  therefore,  to  be  little  or  nothing  in 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  inareasinR  the  numbers  of  the  House 
would  soreen  ft  from  the  inflnenoe  of  Execu- 
tive power. 

Mr.  A.  sud  that  he  could  not  agree  that  the 
subject  was  one  perfectly  arbitrary  in  its  ohar- 
Boter.  Ha  considered  it,  on  the  contrary,  sub- 
jected 'to  aa  eerttdn  rules  aa  oould  apply  to  any 
Solitical  or  moral  question.  The  natnral  en- 
owments  of  man  suggested  an  obvions  rule. 
The  powers  of  the  human  voice  and  e«r  marked 
the  limit  which  should  regulate  the  wie  of  any 
deliberative  assembly.  That  aaeembly  was 
wholly  unfit  for  iu  fucctions,  every  part  of 
which  could  not  be  reached  by  the  voice  of  a 
member  oddreasing  it.  Where  men  ooold  not 
lee,  hear,  or  understand  the  subject  proposed 
to  them,  it  was  physically  impossible  they 
eonld  delibwate  upon  it 

He  might  appeal  Ut  the  gentleman's  experi- 
ence hoe  for  the  last  month  and  a  half.  What 
waa  Bum  common  than  to  hear  subjects  an- 
nounced from  the  Obur  diecDseed  at  length, 
and,  when  the  Honse  waa  ripe  for  decision,  to 
see  member*  riee  in  thigir  place  and  inquire 
what  was  the  question  on  which  they  were 
called  to  vote.  Yet  it  was  now  proposed  to 
bring  forty  members  more  into  such  an  assem- 
bly I  He  hod  heard  several  gentlemen  say,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  Uiat  they  had  not 
heard  a  single  word  of  the  Speaker's  addreas, 
although  that  gentleman  possessed,  aa  they  all 
knew,  a  fine  commanding  voice. 


Mr.  Lboomptb,  of  Kentucky,  declared  lui 
intention  to  vote  for  the  amendment,  not  thit 
Kentucky  would  euffer  by  the  number  fralj- 
eight,  bnt  because  ho  was  unwiUing  to  deprive 
any  State  of  a  representative,  wlwee  pcpola- 
tion  had  Increased  since  the  last  ceossi.  Tbt 
total  inereaae  would  average  four  thoBsand  ma- 
etitaents  to  each  representative,  and  be  knew 
how  diaooorwfaig  it  must  be,  imder  soeh  or- 
cmnstanoee,  for  a  State^  every  one  of  wbest 
membMV  represented  now  foor  thoossDd  mm* 
people  than  b^re  ISfiO,  to  lose  one  of  their 
number.  He  did  not  fear  a  niuseroni  repre- 
sentation. The  pe<^le  took  pride  in  their  r^ 
resentativea ;  they  knew  tliem  petwHullj,  tad 
made  them  tiie  depositories  of  tiieir  wants  and 
grievances.  KMitucky  had  had  to  bear  vidi 
Urge  ftaotions  nnder  former  censuses,  and  die 
coud  hold  her  own  should  forty-eight  pnriil; 
but  he  should  vote  for  forty-foor  for  tlie  nke 
of  other  Stat«8.  As  to  the  fear  of  too  large  a 
number  of  repreeentetjvee,  they  could  men 
tiieir  seats  closer  together ;  and  if  the  geaile- 
men  who  were  continnally  on  their  feet  vovM 
but  curtail  the  length  of  their  nieecbes,  tb« 
House  oould  do  its  bunneas,  and  they  need  not 
be  so  much  afraid  that  the  introducticHi  of  a 
fkw  more  silent  members  wonld  deprive  tlwa 
of  tbe  opportonlty  of  ^>eaking  as  often  ss  ttaej 

Mr.  EixawosTn,  of  Oonnecticnt,  said  tbcre 
was  one  general  consideration,  and,  hetbot^^ 
but  one,  which  wonld  influence  gentlenm  (o 
strike  ont  forty-eiaht  and  insert  fortj-fonr; 
and  that  was  whether  a  representaticm  in  tliii 
House  should  be  moreorleeenomerooi.  Som^ 
said  Mr.  E.,  declare  they  are  in  fkvor  ti  a- 
creamng  it  even  to  some  hnndreda,  and  otkni, 
that  it  is  large  enough  now :  the  fint  think 
that  a  great  number  will  best  secure  tbe  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  more  fUly  reprwcat 
their  diversified  interests;  while  the  Meood 
class  believe  that  a  smaller  nomber  equally  te- 
cures  the  same  ohiectt,  and  that  a  targe  in- 
crease  will  inevitably  embarrass  onr  legistttiaL 
Twenty-eight,  the  increase  of  tbia  Hoow  by 
the  ratio  of  f<Miy-elght  thonaand,  is  not,  in  ny 
opinion,  too  great  an  increase.  I  do  dm,  <a^ 
tainly,  wish  to  see  this  Honse  dlminiibtd,  nor, 
with  the  present  population  of  the  country,  in- 
creased beyeod  what  U  proposed  by  tbe  ntio 
of  forty-eight  thonaand.  When  gntlMDea 
speak  of  numeroua  Kpreaentatives  ia  Stale 
Legislatures,  or  in  the  ifngliah  Pa^amtot.  sod 
argue  Axnn  thence  that  two  hundred  and  fattj- 
one  members  are  too  few  here,  I  rouit  aik  tixn 
to  remember  that  local  intererts  and  ruU 
mattera  in  detail  constitute  estensTdy  snbje^ 
of  State  legislation,  which  is  not  the  fact  ben; 
we  legislate  upon  general  and  national  el}ed<. 
And  as  to  the  English  Parliament,  why,  tk« 
representatives  in  Congreaa  are  eipeelcd,  all  of 
them,  cMUtonUy  to  attend  and  nndetstaad  tb« 
bunness  bdbre  them,  and  to  participate  in  U, 
aa  most  of  them  do,  to  tbe  advaol^p  of  tk» 
connby :  bat  this  is  not  the  ease  ia  nifi*B«n; 
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HI  hiudnd  there,  do  not  ordinarily  give  as 
good  a  repre«eat«tioii  or  aa  Urse  a  Hoose  as 
two  hnndrod  bere.  Shoold  all  Ute  membera  of 
Faiiiunttit  attend  aa  ve  do  here,  end  partici- 
pate aa  WB  do  in  the  bnsinesa  and  debates  of 
the  Hmue^ .  the  baaioeea  of  the  nation  would 
■KTsr  be  doD&  I  woold  not  object  to  IotIj-kx 
thoiuand,  though  I  think  forty-eight  gives  a 
better  Hoou,  and  ia  more  in  accordance  vith 
the  pait.  The  honorable  gentleman  fh>iD  Has- 
n<^aiett8  (Mr.  Anuts)  oompl^a  of  the  hard- 
■liip  of  losing  a  member,  and  almost  pro- 
Bonneea  it  injostioe.  It  is  t«  reply  to  this  con- 
ndention  tfakt  I  rise  at  this  time.  Why,  sir, 
the  ratio  of  forty-fonr  may  do  more  iqjustice 
to  the  whole  people  than  forty-eight :  in  hav- 
ii^  four  repreeentativea,  we  may  not  have  as 
eqaal  a  repreeentatiOQ  as  in  toeing  them  from 
Nrtun  States.  We  are,  as  to  this  matter,  to 
kwk  to  the  whole,  to  the  relative  representation 
of  the  States  on  this  floor ;  and,  if  we  apply 
the  MDM  rale,  we  have  the  aame  relative  repre- 
amtatioa,  whether  that  representation  be  small- 
ar  or  grwter ;  fhietlons  only  make  the  differ- 
aice,  and  in  this  the  greatest  States  are  the 
'least  niffbrers. 

Now,  rir,  the  fl-octiond  difference  between 
forty-firar  and  forty-«ght  thonsuid  is  only 
aboQt  forty  thousand ;  cert^nly  too  small  to 
rest  an  objection  npon ;  and,  indeed,  taking 
any  number  from  forty-fonr  to  flfty'fonr,  the 
frM&ooal  difierence  doea  not  exceed  one  hon- 
dred  and  fifty  thooaand ;  not  enongh  to  bring 
into  this  Boose  three  represents tives.  Bo  that, 
after  ell,  there  is  cotbing  here  bnt  a  qnestion 
of  nDmbera  in  this  House.  No  State  can  oom- 
I^ain,  if  it  is  best  to  take  forty-eisht.  Sir,  if 
any  State  has  claim  on  this  ground,  it  is  Oon- 
necticnt,  and  Haasachiuetts  least  of  all.  By 
tiie  ratio  of  1810,  Gonnectiont  bad  nn  Dnrepre- 
■Mited  fractSm  of  rizteen  tbonsand,  and  Massa- 
ehosetts  one  of  six  tbonsand  only ;  by  the  ratio 
ot  18S0,  Oonneotioat  had  a  fraction  of  thirty- 
five  thonsand,  and  lost  a  member,  as  did  Ver- 
mtnit,  bot  Maasachasetts  of  only  tbree  thou- 
sand ;  and  yet  Maaaachnsetts  voted,  as  she  had 
a  right  to  do,  in  phalanx,  to  favor  her  own  rep- 
reaentodoo.  Chmneotiont,  too,  was  (»mpara- 
tively  a  small  State,  and  ehe  conld  not  well 
aflbrd  to  loae  one-seventh  of  her  representa- 
tion, but  ^e  did ;  and  now,  with  forty-fonr,  as 
it  is  wished  by  Hassachnsetts,  Oonnoctioot  will 
have  a  fraction  of  over  thirty-three  thonsand. 
Forty-nine  wonld  be  more  acceptable  to  me, 
individiuUly,  than  any  other  number,  as  most 
favoring  Oonneoticnt,  bat  I  will  be  satisfied 
with  forty-six,  which  will  save  UossoahnsettB 
and  Yi^nia.  I  do  not  speak  of  tiie  past  with 
any  feeling  of  nnkindness  towards  Hassachn- 
feUs;  bnt  if  t^ing  away  a  member  was  not 
ni^nrt  or  improper  in  1830,  it  is  not  now.  Sir, 
I  am  in  &vor  of  a  full  representation  in  this 
House;  I  wish  ever  to  be  able  to  hear  the  peo- 
ple ;  bat  then  they  may  be  less  heard  and  at- 
tended to  by  an  overgrown  Te|)resentation,  than 
by  (HiB  of  a  propw  '        ••    ■ 
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of  this  oonntry  have  been  Ailly  represeat«d  in 
this  Hoose,  and  that  twenty-eight  new  mem- 
bers is  qnite  eqoal  to  the  increased  population. 
It  is  impossible  for  us  to  act,  in  all  time,  npon 
the  prtociple  of  preeervtag  to  each  State  its 
present  representation.  Snch  is  the  rule  of  the 
ooostitutioD,  that  the  people  most  be  repre- 
sented where  they  ore,  and  not  where  they 
are  not 

Mr.  Tract,  of  New  York,  s^d  he  under- 
stood that  on  the  present  motion  the  merits  of 
the  whole  bill  were  a  fair  subject  for  discussion 
at  this  time,  and  he  sbonld  assume  this  to  be 
correct  in  the  few  observations  which  he  pnr- 
posed  to  submit  to  the  committee. 

I  cannot  bnt  regret,  eud  Mr.  T.,  to  have  wit- 
nessed, for  the  two  last  days,  the  impatience 
evinced  by  many  gentlemen,  while  members 
have  been  expressing  their  views  on  the  snb- 
ject  of  the  apportionment  bill,  which  I  conuder 
one  of  grave  moment,  and  probably  as  impor- 
tant in  its  effects  on  the  fntnre  legislation  of 
this  country,  as  any  which  will  be  discussed 
here  daring  the  present  session.  It  was  pro- 
vided in  our  constitution  that  the  actual  enn- 
meration  of  our  population  should  be  made 
within  Uiree  years  after  the  first  meeting  of 
Congress,  "  and  within  every  subsetjuent  term 
of  ten  years,"  This  sut^ect,  then,  is  one,  not 
of  annual  recurrence ;  it  never  has  and  never 
eon  arise  oftener  than  once  in  ten  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  former  ns^es  of  onr  Govern- 
ment. It,  therefore,  becomes  peculiarly  oar 
duty  to  canvass  the  subject  fairly  and  fully ;  to 
act  with  great  deliberation  and  mature  reflec- 
tion in  deciding  upon  its  merits ;  and  to  en- 
deavor to  reconcile  the  discordant  sentiments 
of  the  different  members  composing  this  com- 
mittee. Most  of  those  qaestioQS  which  are 
acted  npon  here,  present  two  aspects ;  and 
gentlemen,  without  much  difficulty,  are  able  to 
arrive  at  a  conclusioD  satisfactory  to  their  own 
Judgments;  but,  from  the  very  nathre  of  this 
sabjeot,  there  might  be  a  great  diversity  of 
opinions  as  to  det^s,  as  every  one  who  pro- 
poses an  amendment  presents,  in  fact,  a  new 
side  of  the  question,  and,  in  SQpport  of  his 
opinion,  is  able  to  urge  arguments  boUi  cogent 
and  reasonable. 

The  present  House  of  Bepreaentatives  is 
composed  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  mem- 
bers ;  the  bill  reported  will  give  ns  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven ;  and,  should  we  adopt 
the  proposed  amendment,  our  number  would 
be  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven ;  an  averogo  of 
forty-six  beyond  our  present  representation. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  T.,  I  cannot  but  consider  the  re- 
port of  a  respectable  committee  of  this  House, 
to  which  an  important  sal^eet  has  been  re- 
ferred, OS  deserving  of  great  consideration,  and  ' 
I  am  generally  disposed  to  receive  their  report 
as  based  upon  correct  principles,  though  I 
should  feel  it  my  duty  to  scrutinize  the  some, 
when  that  committee  is  composed  of  high- 
minded,  honorable,  and  intelli^nt  gentlemen 
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who,  I  believe,  ftct  with  a  siosle  eye  to  th« 
poblio  good,  sod  who  pouess  fuU  meoiu  of  ob- 
tainiiig  information  on  the  sabiect  intrnrted  to 
them.  I  would  not.  for  elignt  reasons  vuy 
from  that  report.  And  I  cannot  bat  think  that 
the  nnniber  whioh  thoj  have  reported  as  tha 
ratio  of  representadon,  will  do  more  eqoal  ja»- 
tice  than  anj  other. 

It  was  correctly  remarked  the  other  day  hf 
a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr,  CsAio,)  that 
we  oonld  not  expect  U>  arrive  at  a  coaclDston 
without  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  mutual  oon- 
cession.  I  concur  with  him  in  his  opinion. 
Under  the  bill  as  reported,  it  is  true  many  of 
tiie  Statea,  over  and  above  their  contemplated 
number  of  representativea,  would  be  left  with 
large  &aotioaa,  and  four,  to  wit,  Vermont,  Keo- 
tiuuey,  Georgia,  and  New  York,  with  over  forty 
thousand  «aoh;  bnt  were  we  to  adopt  any 
other  basis,  the  ft-actiouB  of  these  States  might 
be  diminished  by  the  operation ;  otliera  would 
be  placed  in  the  same  situation ;  what  wonld 
be  the  gain  of  some,  would  l>e  the  loss  of  oth' 
ers.  It  is  trne,  by  diminishing  the  votes  pro- 
posed, the  fractional  parts  might  be  leaaened ; 
but,  as  in  the  bill  reported,  these  remnants 
would  be  relative,  and  the  bvdship,  in  this  re- 
spect, not  leas  than  now.  It  becomes  our  duty 
to  disregard  particular  hardships,  if  not  too  fla- 
grant, and  look  totally  to  the  general  welfare 
of  this  Union.  Until  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  presented,  and  the  tables  of  calcula- 
tion laid  before  o^  as  a  repreeentation  from  the 
State  of  New  Tork,  now  represented  by  thirty- 
four  members  on  this  floor — under  the  bill  we 
have  thirty-nine,  and,  should  ,the  amendment 
prevaiL  to  have  no  leas  than  forty-three  mem- 
bers— I  was  disposed  to  fnvor  such  a  ratio,  as 
it,  at  least,  would  not  increase  onr  numbers 
here  tiota  that  State,  and  perhaps  as  great  a 
one  as  fifty-five  or  sixty  uionsand.  Perhaps 
my  impressions  were  too  hastily  received,  and 
one  oonuderation,  with  me,  of  greater  weight 
than  any  otiier,  has  induced  me  to  change 
those  impresuons.  If  we  should  extend  be- 
yond forty-eight  tltousand,  one  independent 
State  in  this  Union  wonld  be  deprived  of  half 
of  her  representation  here ;  and  if  the  ratio 
should  not  be  carried  above  forty-nine  tbou- 
eond,  and  one  forty-eight  thonsand,  she  would 
be  letl  with  a  fraction  sufficiently  large,  want- 
ing a  few  hundred,  to  entitle  her  to  another 
representatjve.  I  think  that  the  feelings  of 
the  citizens  of  that  respectable  State  onght  to 
be  regarded,  and  her  interests  consulted.  Just- 
ly might  she  compMn  of  unfumess  and  illil>- 
erality,  should  this  result  be  produced.  I  trust 
I  entertain  no  feelings  for  Bhode  Island  differ- 
ent from  those  which  I  might  possess  for  any 
other  State  which  might  be  placed  in  the  same 
situation.  The  case  of  Delaware  has  been 
mentioned  as  a  precedent  for  a  similar  hard- 
ship. Under  the  former  census,  she  was  de- 
prived of  one-bslf  of  her  representation  on 
t^is  floor.  Her  case  was  truly  a  hard  one,  and 
yet  the  traction  was  far  leas  than  what  would 


remain  to  Rhode  Island  at  a  ratio  of  forty-nioe 
tiioasand.  The  example  heretofore  aei  ooj^t 
not  to  aanctiOTi  ii^uatioe  now. 


Tbcbsdat,  January  19. 
ApportUmm^nt  Siil. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  l£r.  Polk,  went 
again  into  Committee  <tf  the  Whole,  and  Ksnmcd 
the  oonsideration  of  the  ^>portianmeDt  bill. 

Ur,  Baiaos  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  th« 
sentlemim  irom  New  Hampshire  to  strike  out 
forty-eight  and  insert  forty-fonr  thonsand  ii 
the  ratio  of  repre^ntation ;  and  he  would  be- 
speak the  indulgence  of  tt^  committee  whibt 
he  presented  Hnne  oS  tbe  oonsiderations  whtcb 
had  induced  him  to  support  the  motion. 

This  is  the  most  important  question  wlucb 
has  been  presented  duzing  the  dtsenssioa  d 
the  subject  before  the  committee.  I  ooaiidtt 
it  BO,  because  it  proposes  the  hifibest  rstio^ 
whidli  will  save  t^  each  of  the  States  tiieir 
present  number  of  representative*  upoo  this 
floor.  If  forty-eight  thousand  prevaik,  yea 
take  from  the  Southern  States,  B>d  from  Ncv 
England,  two  of  the  sections  of  this  owntry, 
two  members  each.  The  same  thing,  as  it  rs- 
speots  New  England,  occurred  under  the  ffljior- 
tionment  of  the  census  of  1 820.  If  the  bul,  tt 
reported,  becomes  a  law,  the  operatiiM  of  tin 
two  apportionments  will  be  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  representatives  from  the  New  En^tnd 
States  more  then  one-tenth.  Tho  geotlemss 
ft'om  Tennessee,  I  presnme,  could  not  hart 
been  aware  of  this  effect  when  he  adverted  tc 
the  operation  of  the  last  apportionment  to  ns- 
tain  the  report  of  the  committee  in  this  csw. 
This  bill,  Bur,  strikes  from  New  Hampahire  rate- 
sixth  of  her  repreaeoiation  on  this  now ;  from 
Uassachuaetts,  on^-thirteenth ;  fr(Hn  Tirginiis 
one-twenty-seoond  part ;  and  from  Harylsnd, 
one-ninth.  If  these  consequences,  so  unfortu- 
nate to  the  individnal  Stales^  and  so  nndeein- 
hie  to  their  sections  of  country,  can  be  avoided 
without  the  introduction  of  greater  evits^  I  tratt 
that  the  justice  of  this  Congreaa  will  see  that  it 
is  done.  The  population  of  Kentucky  is  Urn 
than  that  of  the  ai^tnning  State  of  TeDiMSSM 
by  something  abort  of  foor  thousand.  Foitj- 
eight  thonsand  ^ves  to  Tennessee  an  additiontl 
representative  over  Kentucky.  This  is  sn  in- 
equality in  Uie  condition  (rf  two  States,  kieited 
side  by  side,  which  the  most  obvious  principle* 
of  riglit  require  should  b«  avoided.  Adopt  tba 
proposed  amendment,  and  yon  produce  tbii  de- 

ible  resalt.  AgHiiii  ur,  forty-four,  whilst  it 
preserves  the  present  number  t^represaititiTCi 
to  every  State,  leaves  a  less  general  Iractioo  tLu 
any  other  ratio,  from  forty  to  sixty  tboussni 
except  forty-two  and  forty-nine  ihoosaitd;  sod 
it  excceda  that  of  these  but  a  trifle.  It  el«u  " 
more  members  with  small  fractions  thin  *bj 
other  number  within  the  above  range^  If  JM 
adopt  this  number,  it  will  give  yon  a  Hoomoi 
twohcndved  and  fifty-nine  membera.    Diviile 
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Utt  whole  f«denl  popolAtion  of  the  Uuited 
States  bj  this  niimber,  and  about  fort^-sii 
thoDMod  will  be  the  geavni  average  amonat 
itf  popnlatioii  that  will  choose  a  representative. 

GentlemeQ  tell  ns  Chat  at  fortj-eight  thon- 
Hod,  which  takes  a  member  from  the  delen- 
tioQ  fttim  escti  of  the  States  before  named,  the 
couUitadonal  proportion  among  sU  the  States 
ig  preserved,  thongh  they  deeplj  regret  the  ef- 
fect npon  ^e  lodng  Stat«a.  This,  air,  is  oer- 
tajol;  tme ;  bnt  I  reply  that  at  forty-fonr  thon- 
Hod  the  same  Jnst  proportion  of  which  they 
speak  will  be  maintalneo,  and  the  very  desira- 
ble otyeet  of  McnriDg  to  every  member  of  this 
eontMeracj  ita  prMent  nmnber  is  oblained. 
The  condmon  of  those  great  and  increasing 
Btates,  whoee  growing  numbers  will  add  to 
their  delegfttioa  at  each  sacceeding  ceosus,  is 
widdy  diftbrent  fW)m  that  of  the  old  aod  Bmall 
States,  whose  p<^iilaldon  remMns  comparatively 
ttttiooary,  and  who  may  be  destined  to  lose 
one  or  more  of  their  reprwentativea  every  ten 
yenv. 

llr.  Chairman,  are  there  not  reminiscences 
conueeted  with  tbe  histor;^  of  ^eee  old  States 
worthy  of  consideration  in  the  settlement  of 
Qiia  important  qneetion !  The  fbnr  States  most 
deeply  affected  by  the  decision  which  we  are 
aboat  to  make,  are  nmnbered  among  tbe  im- 
nuirtal  thirteen.  Hay  they  not  point  yon  to 
thou  great  tntnaaetjons  which  ^ve  birth  ' 


Kay  they  not,  in  the  langnage  of  kindness  and  af- 
fecdoa,  say  to  their  younger  HiateTa,do  not,  in  yonr 
prosperity,  unless  some  great  principle  demands 
It,  or  tome  great  interest  makes  it  necessary,  drive 
Ode  of  our  memlwrs  from  this  floor,  whilst  yon 
are  so  TaOj  repreeented  t  Uay  they  not  say  to 
their  eiBt«ra  of  the  Vest,  that  the  great  domain 
which  con»ytntes  yonr  rioh  iidieritance  was 
purchased  by  their  blood  and  treasm^  which 
flowed  as  free  aa  tbe  msbing  foantain  t  They 
envynot  yonr  prosperity,  nor  would  they  check 
the  rapid  correut  of  your  popnlation.  Their 
children  and  their  dearest  fnends  are  among 
yoo,  participating  in  the  snccess  of  yonr  nn- 
paralleled  fortnne.  Bat  tbey  ask  you  to  re- 
member that,  in  the  days  of  yonr  minority  and 
weakces^  they  snccesBively  took  you  by  the 
ha&d,  and,  npon  the  principle  of  eqnality  and 
jnitma,  introduced  yon  into  the  great  republi- 
can bmily.  They  are  gratified  with  yonr  in- 
eretMug  wealth.  They  arc  prond  of  yonr  ad- 
MDcing  greatness ;  for  yon  are  a  portion  of 
their  common  oonntry.  Sir,  may  not  old  Uas- 
uobosetta  and  old  Virginia  ask  their  eider  sis-- 
ter,  New  York— that  great  nation  in  itself— to 
remember  the  perils  and  the  conflicts  of  by- 
gone times  t  In  the  great  straggle  of  the  rev- 
olntioo,  the  State  of  New  York^who  now  ap- 
pears npon  this  floor  with  a  phalanx  of  repre- 
leatativea  eqnal  to  the  whole  of  New  England, 
was  comparaUvely  small,  and  stood  in  need  of 
the  aid  of  her  powerful  neighbors.  In  every 
part  of  her  territory  whioh  was  then  inhabited, 


may  now  be  found  the  bones  of  their  sons 
whoee  blood  crimsoned  herinvaded  soil.  Their 
relative  condition  has  now  changed.  She  baa 
become  nnmerona  and  powerful,  and  they  com- 
paratively small.  When  she  can  at  onoe  be 
generons  and  Jnst,  will  she  be  nnmindfiil  of  her 
ancient  friends  ?  Can  she  forget  Virginia,  and 
Maryland,  and  Ifassaohnsetta,  and  New  Eamp- 
ahire,  the  associates  of  her  youth,  the  sharers 
of  her  toils,  the  companions  of  her  gloir  1 

The  census  of  1830  gave  us  a  popolation  of 
t«n  milliouK.  The  ratio  onder  that  census  was 
forty  thousand.  The  people  did  not  oompl^ 
that  that  nntnber  was  too  small.  The  circum- 
stance attending  that  ratio,  which  I  sincerely 


regret,  is,  that  the  principle  of  reserving  to 
each  State  her  existing  nnmbo-  had  not  been 
regarded  as  sacred.  With  a  population  of  ten 
mUlions,  we  had  two  buodred  and  thirteen  rep- 
resentatives. We  have  now  an  Increase  of  three 
millions,  to  which  the  bill  on  yonr  table  sub- 
stantially proposes  to  give  twenty-fbnr  mem- 
bers, or  one  to  one  hnndred  and  twenty-flve 
thousand. 

These,  sir,  are  some  of  tbe  views  and  facts 
which  present  themselves  npon  the  face  of  the 
bill  itself  and  which  result  from  an  examina- 
tion rf  the  tables  reported  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  which  have  had  an  influence  in 
leading  me  to  the  oonclnsion  that  forty-fonr 
thousand  is  the  number  which  onght  to  be  es- 
tablished. 


Satttsdat,  January  31. 
Minimvm  IHtUi, 
The  Hnnse  took  np  tlie  resolntion  moved 
by  Hr.  Bocldiit  (m  the  STth  ultimo — the 
qaestion  being  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Datis,  of  Hsasadmsetts,  as  modified  yes- 
Mr.  MrroHBLL,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  was  op- 
posed to  tbe  amendment  in  any  skape.  He 
objected  to  it  because  it  was  too  oomprehenaive, 
and  therefore  impracticable.  It  called  for  in- 
formation coextensive  with  all  the  pursuits  of 
industry— with  the  various  and  complicated  in- 
terests of  this  vast  confederacy,  and  conld  not 
possibly  be  collected  before  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. Mr.  M.  said,  before  he  gave  his  reasons 
for  supporting  the  original  resolution,  he  conld 
not  but  express  bis  regret  at  the  nnconciliating, 
miconceding,  and  uncompromising  spirit  whi^ 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Dfcvie} 
bad  exhibited.  From  the  course  of  the  New 
York  convention  on  the  tariff,  he  had  hoped 
that  every  member  had  come  here  with  the 
determination  to  vote  for  a  redaction  of  it  on 
liberal  and  patriotic  terms.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachnaettg  had  taken  oecaal^  to  show 
the  great  advantages  of  the  woollen  manniac- 
tnres  to  agri^ture.  And  how,  said  Mr.  M., 
did  he  prove  this  ptopositioDf  By  showing 
how  much  wool  a  woollen  manufactory  of  a 
certtun  caitaoity  wonld    require — how    many 
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Bheep  would  fomuh  that  wool — and  how  11U117 
oorea  of  land  would  siutain  thoae  sheep ;  in 
other  wordei,  that  these  manDfaotories  eoatauied 
the  farms  located  around  them.  Whj,  rir,  if 
the;  BDstained  the  whole  agrionltare  of  New 
En^snd,  tbej*  wonld  not  be  a  naliooal  benefit, 
for  that  is  so  inoonudersble  as  not  to  fonn  an 
item  in  onr  TreasDry  oalonlations.  It  does  not 
do  more  than  snbsUt  her  laboring  poor.  New 
England  derives  her  wealth  and  elorj  from 
other  sODToCB.  Mr.  U.  said  he  woold  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  resolution.  It  had  two  otfjeotA  in 
view;  the  first  was,  to  aaoertain  the  real  pro- 
tection which  the  mannfactarer  derived  from 
the  ad  valorem  dutf  nnder  the  act  of  1BS8. 
Thia  wu  very  different  from  the  notnlnal  or 
apparent  protection  from  the  mode  of  nnseas 
ing  the  dnt;  at  the  onstom-honM.  Bf  the  act, 
the  dnt;  of  46  per  cent,  was  oalenlated  on  the 
oosta,  wiUi  the  addition  of  10  per  cent,  and 
the  incidental  expense^  which  he  nnderstood 
to  be  about  ten  per  oenL  more.  Now  46  per 
cent,  on  )120  was  (U,  which  was  the  real  pro- 
tection which  the  mannfacturer  reoeived.  Is 
it  not  all-important  to  inquire,  then,  into  the 
price  of  them  as  protected  articles,  and  the  in- 
oidental  expenses  I 

The  second  objeot  ct  the  reeolntion  was  to 
inqaire  into  the  practical  efilbctof  the  mtnimom 
datiee.  It  was  an  arbitrary  valnation  of  the 
commodity  far  above  the  real  vslne^  to  increase 
the  real  protection  of  the  maniiliBotarer. 

Thus  a  woollen  cloth  costing  Gl  cents  the 
sqaare  yard,  was  valned  at  100  oents,  and  a 
dnty  of  46  per  cent,  csloidated  on  it,  it  paid  a 
daty  of  4S  cents,  which  was  SO  per  cent,  on 
the  cost,  and  not  the  nominal  snm  of  46  per 
oenL  on  the  valne  of  the  article :  there  were 
fonr  other  minimnnu  on  the  same  principle. 
This  minimnm  principle  was  nodonbt  introdnoed 
for  the  purpose  of  adnding  and  deceiving  the 
people — for,  by  adopting  these  minlmnma,-  a 
dnty  of  90,  100,  and  ISO  per  cent,  passes  for  an 
ad  valorem  duty  of  4G  per  cent.  Had  the  tariff 
act  made  a  fnll  display  of  these  dntiee,  it  wonld 
have  exposed  their  selfish  avarice,  and  forced 
the  people  to  drive  those  ont  of  Congress  who 
bad  psssed  it.  Bnt  this  minimnm  principle  is 
as  QDJast  ■«  it  is  delnsive.  This  ii  literally  a 
tax  on  the  poor.  A  laborer  who  purchasee 
coarse  wooUens,  for  which  he  pays  fil  per  cent, 
a  square  yard,  is  sol^ect  really  to  a  duty  of  90 
per  cent.;  while  the  rich,  who  wear  the  finest 
and  highest  prioe  cloths,  pay  bnt  60  per  cent, 
dnty.  Agaia,  it  is  an  CDOooragement  to  sinng- 
gling  and  fraads  on  the  revenue.  The  differ- 
ence of  a  cent  in  the  invoice  prioe  will  make  a 
difference  of  60  per  sent,  in  the  dnty.  Thus, 
a  cloth  costing  61  centa  the  sqaare  yard,  pi^s  a 
duty  of  46  cents  the  square  yard ;  whioh,  if  it 
be  invoi<i|d  at  60  cents,  will  pay  no  more  than 
SS)  oents  the  square  yard.  Acoording^y,  we 
find  that  it  ba»  given  rise  to  imnraliDg  and 
frands  on  the  revenue  laws  of  all  kinds.  In  the 
late  convention  at  New  York,  a  Hr,  Ellsworth 
■t^ed  facta  of  a  most  alarming  nature.     He 


said  that  fraads  were  daily  committed  ia  that 
dty ;  that  the  dntiee  on  a  ringle  paekiga 
amounted  f^oeutly  to  |400 — that  a  frand  hsd 
been  lat^y  detMted  in  the  importation  of  3,600 
pieces  of  doth,  whi<di,  if  it  had  snoceeded, 
would  have  been  a  gain  to  the  meixdiaBt  of 
I^OOO— that  withm  the  last  idx  months  600 
paokages  had  been  amned,  and  thai  Hiare  hsd 
been  but  <ae  CMidemnation  in  two  7e*n-  I^eei 
not  this  statement  jvove  every  thing  T-  first, 
that  the  tetoptMliHi  to  emi^iag  is  iramanMi 
secondly,  that  it  is  carried  on  to  ft  great  extetf; 
thirdly,  that  the  Jnriea  will  not  oooviet  uadar 
this  act— for  tbis  witnees  tell*  ns  that  wiHun 
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•elzed— that  there  h 
nation  in  two  yeara  t 

Hr.  IfoDomn  thought  tbai  in  all  easn  cf 
reaolntions  for  mere  inqoiry,  upon  prineipWof 
ri^t— at  nil  events  npoa  those  of  aonrtesy— it 
was  due  to  gentlemen  nuking  the  ingairy, 
that  they  be  permitted  to  do  k  in  their  owa 
form.  He  wonld  not  decide  for  the  geollcnsi 
from  Yirpnia,  (Hr.  Bodlddi,)  wbethw  ike 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  froin  Maasaeko- 
setta  (Hr.  Da.tib)  would  meet  his  views.  He 
was  perfeotJy  willing  the  gentieniMi  fittm  Kst- 
sachusetts  should  tuve  his  intjuiry  oaswavd. 
Let  the  original  resolution,  with  the  amend- 
ment attached  to  it,  be  both  adopted.  H* 
trusted  that  gentlemen  would  not  pame  thii 
incidental  debate,  from  which  nothing  |mfo- 
ble  oonld  result. 

Hr.  Daw  was  about  to  r^y,  when 

Hr.  Amjen»,<tf  HMMdiaaeUa,aaid  thstks 
did  not  riae  with  any  int«itioD  of  entering  iiM 
a  disonseiun  of  tbe  tariff.  He  had,  in  aa  tatty 
stage  d  the  debate  on  this  reaolnlioa,  Maafir 
ed  to  get  the  floor  with  a  view  to  intaitt  a  (e* 
remarks  on  the  sntfjeot  to  whidiit  rstetsd; 
bnt  not  having  moceeded  in  doing  so,  and  be- 
lieving tbe  Honse  had  become  wearied  with  » 
protracted  a  debate  on  a  mere  reaohitko  of  in- 
quiiy,  be  had  determined  to  give  a  sileat  voU 
on  the  qnestiMi  before  them.  But  after  tht 
remarks  which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from 
Bonth  Carolina,  charging  the  friends  of  Ike 
protective  Bystem  with  a  determination  to  stifls 
inquiry,  he  must  ask  the  indnlgeDce  et  the 
Honae  for  a  short  expont«Hi  (kT  tbe  viewi 
nnder  which  he  acted. 

The  ot^ject  of  the  resolution  was  an  inqniry 
into  the  nature  and  efftet  of  the  mininmB 
duties  which  had  been  introdnoed  into  our  rer- 
eone  \avk  The  gentleman  from  Virgima,  who 
introdnoed  the  reedation,  bod  stated  that  these 
minlmums  were  to  him  a  mystery ;  that  he  had 
made  inqniries  of  a  great  number  of  persco*, 
bnt  be  never  bad  been  able  to  find  any  m>e  who 
could  resolve  it. 

The  gentleman  fri>m  New  York  came  fiM^ 
ward,  when  It  was  propoeed  to  tnnifer  the 
liry  from  the  Committee  on  Conoerce,  with 
ilarotion  thst  he  had  traced  oat  this  honid 

.    ery ;  that  he  was  1 
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these  DunimniiM,  end  to  expow  them  to  our 
Titw,  a  monster  of  deformitj ;  and  he  dared 
na,  nnder  the  peril  of  the  jets  and  n>7i^to  re- 
ftaie  to  look  the  monster  in  the  &oe.  To  ma, 
lir,  the  kngnage  of  both  these  Mntlemen  gave 
nmningted  aBtonishmeot.  I  had  sapposed  mj- 
wlfbmiUar  irith  these  minimnma,  and  beliered 
them  as  plain  aa  limplidtj  itself^  and  as  harm- 
less as  the;-  were  simple — as  harmless  as  the 
geatleman  informB  □■  he  oooaidered  his  dwti 
resolution,  and  which  I  certainlj  consider  as 
hsnnlesH  oa  be  oan  do.  Wh;,  air,  what  is  a 
miDimnm  datyt  Simplj  a  speoiflo  iatj,  noQi' 
ing  more.  The  very  object  of  establishing  a 
minimnm  is  to  ohsnge  aa  ad  valorem  into  a 
^lecifio  dn^.  Take,  fi>r  instance,  die  artiole 
of  cotton.  The  esiiting  Uw  Impoaea  a  dn^ 
at  tigiit  and  thr«e-foniti»  oents  the  square  yard 
oa  sU  oottons  eosting  Ism  than  thirty 4i«e  cents ; 
so  of  woollens,  they  are  divided  into  Ave  olass- 
es,  p^Iog  q>e<dflo  dadea  of  foarteen,  twentj' 
two  tad  a  half;  fbrtj-five,  one  dollar  twelve  and 
a  biit,  and  one  dollar  and  eightj  cente.  Thej 
TSty  in  nothing  &am  the  duties  on  teaa,  spirits, 
iiw  ooUon,  and  many  other  articles,  bnt  m  the 
mode  of  elasdfication.  Teas  are  divided  into 
five  classes,  aooording  to  oolor,  or  some  other 
dWnctire  qoall^,  bat  the  operation  of  the 
dnt;  oa  teas  is  more  nneqoal  IJian  that  on 
irooUeas.  Some  descriptens  of  bltok  teas  pa; 
the  Mine  rate  of  dn^  as  others  which  eost 
doable  the  money.  The  same  of  raw  cotton, 
the  dnty  od  which  amounts  to  abont  tweaty- 
five  per  oenL  on  the  value  of  Braail  cotton, 
irhiUt  oa  that  of  Boual  it  wonld  amoont  nearly 
or  quite  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  on  the  coat. 
Thne  minimnm  daties  therefore  are  neither 
■lore  nor  Icaa  than  specific  dn^es.  But  they 
are  denonnoed  as  an  artfbl  invention  of  the 
mtonfaotorers,  nnder  which  to  oonoeal  their 
sitcKticHk  and  rapaoit; ;  a  fraud  npon  the  peo- 
ple; anti-r^nbUoan^  opposed  to  every  princi- 
lJ»  of  Jnsdee.  Under  tbeee  ciTOamstanoes,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  look  into  the  <xi^  of 
thMe  minimnms,  to  inquire  into  their  history. 
Tba  fbnn  of  the  minimnm  as  a  spedfio  doty 
via  introdaoed  into  our  legiiltHon  under  the 
uipioea  of  one  oi  the  pnreat  names  enrolled  oa 
Oe  list  of  oar  dmuted  worthies ;  that  of  WU- 
liam  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina.  He  it  was, 
as  nhaimiBTi  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Keant,  who  introdaoed  the  act  of  April,  ISlfi, 
ImpanDg  a  tariff  of  duties,  containing  this 
dtase:  '<  Provided  that  all  cotton  cloths,  the 
ori^nal  4NMt  of  whiA  at  the  plaoe  whence  im- 
potted,  with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  cent, 
if&om  placea  beyond  the  Cum  of  Good  Hope, 
or  tea  per  otat.  if  Imported  from  any  other 
^aos,  shall  be  lea*  than  twenty-Ave  cents  per 
sqoue  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken 
■ad  deemed  to  have  coat  twenty-five  oents  per 
iqasre  yard,  and  charged  with  duty  accord- 
io^y."  This  provision  imposed  a  apeciflo  dnty 
of  sx  sod  a  qnarter  oeats  the  square  yard,  at 
least,  on  all  cottons;  and  thia  eironmatance 
gave  it  the  name  of  a  minimnin  duty.    When 
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it  was  pr^niosed  to  strike  thia  provision  from 
the  trill,  we  eloquence  of  Lowndee,  and  the 
votea  <^  South  Carolina,  retained  it.  Hie 
minimum,  therefore,  wbaterer  its  obaraoter,  is 
a  child  of  Sonth  Carolina;  and  if  It  require 
d^nce.  South  Carolina  should  defend  it.  Wi& 
•he  do  sot  No.  llr.  Speaker;  even  here,  oa 
the  spot  of  its  oirth.  South  Carolina  brands, 
with  moat  opprobrlons  ephhete,  her  own  off- 
spring. And  yet,  rir,  is  not  the  act  entitled  to 
defence  I  I  think  it  is.  And,  however  much 
I  nU7  regret  that  it  Bttonld  have  fkllen  to  so 
feeble  hands,  I  wlU  defend  this  act  of  Sonth 
OeroUoa,  even  against  herself. 

Sir,  I  know  aomethins  of  Hie  motives  which 
inflneaoed  Sooth  Oarol&a  in  this  meaaare  in 
1816.  A  highly  esteemed  and  intimate  friend, 
now  no  morsb  who  passed  a  great  part  of 
session  or  Oongresa  at  Washin^^,  and 
who  waa  greasy  influential  in  bringing  difibp- 
ent  views  and  conflicting  interests  to  unite  in 
this  measure,  explained  to  me,  on  his  return, 
the  views  under  which  a  m^ority  of  the  dele- 
gatioa  of  Boatli  Oarolioa  were  induced  to  vote 
for  that  bill.  South  Carolina  was  then,  aa  now, 
a  oottoa-^rowiog  State ;  cotton  was  her  greet 
st^le.  llie  power-loom  had  been  brought  into 
complete  and  socoesaftil  operation  in  this  coon- 
try.  The  wh<de  consumption  of  the  oonntnr  in 
the  article  of  ooarse  cottons,  was,  nevertheless 
at  tiiat  time,  sup[died  by  the  Indian  mannfao- 
tnre  from  Bmgal.  South  Carolina  was  esgnred, 
and  made  to  believe,  that,  nnder  the  protection 
of  this  mininmm,  Impoung  a  specific  duty  of 
■ix  and  a  quarter  cents  the  square  yard  on  lAeee 
inferior  cottons,  the  ootton  of  our  own  produo- 
tion  might  be  suooeHflilly  manuftetnred  under 
the  in^nce  of  tliis  powerfnl  instrument,  in 
our  own  oountry,  and  thos  made  to  supersede 
and  shut  out  Uie  oottona  then  in  nse,  the  prod- 
uct both  of  a  foreign  maaufactore  and  of  afbr- 
eigneoiL 

In  supporting  this  roeesnre,  therefore,  what- 
ever other  motives  may  have  influenced  ber. 
South  Carolina  was  foUowing  the  dictates  of 
an  enlightened  self-interest — nay,  more,  sir,  of 
an  enlightened  and  enloi^ed  patriotism.  What 
bond  of  onion  could  be  imagined,  better  calcu- 
lated to  bind  together  distant  parts  of  the 
Union,  than  the  ties  of  a  common  interest, 
growing  out  of  the  mutual  relation  of  producer 
of  the  raw  material  and  the  mannfaoturer  of 
itf  And  again,  of  manofacCnrer  and  con- 
sumer? 

Now,  sir,  what  has  been  the  rosolt!  Have 
the  antidpations  thus  h^d  out  to  Booth  Caro- 
lina bera  realiiedt  On  this  point  I  may  speak 
with  some  oonfldenoe.  With  the  gentleman  to 
whom  1  have  alluded,  I  had  been  associated  as 
one  of  the  ori^nal  proprietors  of  the  establish- 
ment at  Waltham,  where  the  power-loom  was 
first  put  in  operation  in  1816 ;  end  from  that 
period  to  the  present  I  have  been  intimately 
acquunted  with  the  progress  of  the  ootton 
mannbetnra.  Not  only,  sir,  have  the  original 
naimii.tum.  ))md  foUy  realued,  but  the  maoii' 
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would  oave  been  tboagbt  altogether  vaioouj 
to  bare  aatjoipated.  The  original  idea  extend- 
ed oal;  to  the  msnofactare  of  coarse  cottona, 
to  take  the  place  of  those  imported  from  India. 
Kot  only  were  tfaeae  eicloaed  almost  imme- 
diate] j,  bnt,  ander  the  inflnence  of  a  amoll  ex- 
tension of  the  minimum  in  1824,  and  emm  in 
iaS8,  b;  each  of  which  an  additional  autj  of 
one  cent  and  a  quarter  the  sqDOre  yard  was 
add«d  to  that  imposed  in  1BI6,  the  mannfac- 
tnre  has  been  carried  np  into  the  finer  and 
higher  branches,  to  an  extent  and  with  a  ra- 
piditj  whioli  I  will  ventnre  to  taj  has  no  par- 
cel in  the  whole  hittor?  of  commerce.  By 
the  moat  moderate  estimate,  and  one  which  I 
believe  entirely  withhi  the  tmtb,  the  present 
consumption  of  cotton  in  our  own  manafaoture 
ia  estimated  at  00,000,000  pounds.  This  is 
more  than  one-half  the  entire  quantity  of  cot- 
ton manufactured  in  Great  Britain,  in  1616,  the 
Eriod  of  establishing  the  first  minimum  by  our 
V — the  average  of  five  years,  from  1S16  to 
laeO,  being  stated  by  Mr.  Hnskiuion  as  127,- 
000,000  pounds  only.  It  amoonts  to  one-fifth 
part  of  our  whole  production,  and  bears  the 
proportion  of  two-fifths  of  the  entire  mannfao- 
ture  of  Great  Britain  from  American  cotton. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  at  the  present  moment 
extending  itself  with  an  energy,  and  to  an  ex- 
tent, never  before  witnessed. 

Not  only,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  it  furnished  our 
entire  consnmption  in  all  tbe  finer  and  more 
expensive  branches  of  the  manufacture,  and 
Introduced  new  fabrics  Into  use,  as  nesro  cot^ 
ton,  and  cotton  daoka,  which  are  rapidly  tak- 
ing the  plaoe  of  the  foreign  articles  mannfao- 
tored  from  linen  and  hemp ;  but  it  has  for- 
nished  a  very  considerable  export  in  the  article 
of  coarse  oottons. 

In  this  view  the  mannfactore  assumea  addi- 
tional importance,  as  destined  to  famish  a 
very  important  branch  of  onr  foreign  trade.  I 
am  aware,  sir,  that  it  is  a  prevaihng  opinion 
that  it  is  impoarible  for  ns  to  manofacture  any 
description  of  cottons  on  snch  terms  as  to  meet 
the  fabrics  of  Great  Britain  in  foreign  markets. 
On  this  point  I  wish  to  be  explicit,  and  1  avail 
myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  state  to 
the  House  that  I  am  prepared  to  m^ntain  on 
this  floor  the  position,  not  as  matter  of  opinion 
merely,  bnt  as  a  well-aacertained  fact,  that  the 
American  manufacturer  can  convert  a  pound 
of  American  cotton  into  the  coarse  fabrics, 
auited  to  exportation,  for  a  less  amount  of 
money  than  tl)e  British  manufacturer  can  do 
it.  In  other  words,  that  a  pound  weight  or 
other  given  quantity  of  these  &bric8  can  be 
produced  for  a  less  amount  of  money  in  this 
country  than  tt  can  in  Great  Britain,  made 
f^m  016  same  materials.  I  am  perfectly  aware 
that,  by  the  aubstitution  of  the  cheaper  Bengal 
cotton,  and  by  working  np  a  portion  of  the 
waste  of  their  mills,  the  British  moaofactnrer 
can  produce  a  fabric  apparenUy  cheaper  tlian 
our  own ;  bnt  there  is  an  Inherant  want  of  te- . 


nocity  in  tbe  manufacture,  which  soon  reteah 
itself  to  the  consumer,  even  amonpit  the  mdegt 
people :  the  oonseqaeoce  is  a  decided  prefei- 
ence  for  the  Amencan  fabrica,  and  an  incma- 
ing  demand  for  theae  goods  for  exportatiDn, 
which  has  only  been  checked  by  some  advance 
of  price,  which  has  taken  place  during  the  put 
year,  in  the  expansion  of  a  universal  prosper- 
ity. This  brings  me  to  notice  a  remark  of  tb« 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Ur.  Caiunuao,) 
on  the  enormous  profits  of  the  mannfactoren. 
I  believe  he  expreased  a  wish  for  infonnatioa 
in  relation  to  their  enormoas  proGta.  It  is  oer- 
tftinly  true,  that  after  a  moat  severe  and  tiyii^ 
depression  during  tlie  years  1829  and  1630,  the 
manufacturers  have  shared  in  the  anivenal  rs- 
action  of  1881 ;  bnt  not  in  a  greater,  if  so  great 
a  degree  as  other  branches  of  trade,  I  laould 
consider  it  a  high  estimate  of  the  profits  of  tin 
most  fioarisbing  establishments,  to  rate  tliem 
at  twenty  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and  probably 
bnt  a  small  proportion  approach  very  near  to 
it.  This  is  certainly  a  high  rate  of  prt^t,  bat 
not  greater  than  tliat  realised  by  the  navigating 
interest.  Such  have  been  the  pn^ts  in  this 
last  department  of  trade,  that,  during  a  conod- 
erable  part  of  the  year,  every  new  uiip  whieb 
tonchea  the  water,  would  command  a  profit  cf 
twenty-five  per  cent,  over  the  cost  of  building, 
the  work  of  only  a  few  months.  Bat,  Ur. 
Speaker,  what  has  been  the  consequence  oTtbii 
increase  in  the  profits  of  manufacturing}  As 
unprecedented  impulse  of  capital  into  tkii 
branch  of  businees.  If  the  profita  are  now  too 
great,  there  can  be  no  fear  bat  they  will  soga 
be  reduced,  under  the  existing  spirit  of  ctuope- 
tition,  to  a  proper  level,  if  not  b«low  it. 

Let  ns  now  advert  to  the  efiect  of  this  msn- 
n&cture  on  prices.  I  have  before  me  a  sait 
of  prices  for  every  year,  taken  from  the  acuul 
soles  of  the  same  identical  article  of  cottoa 
mann&otured  by  the  Waltham  Company  from 
1810  to  1829.  I  will  only  ^ve  the  folloring 
extracts :  The  article  which  in  1816  sold  for 
thirty  cents  the  square  yard,  sold,  in  1S19,  at 
twenty-one  centa;  in  1828,  seventeen  ceott; 
1826,  thirteen  cente;  in  1829,  nine  and  erta 
eight  a  half  cents.  The  lost  price  was  not  om 
pving  a  remunerative  profit,  and  the  maaofio- 
ture  was  abandoned  for  a  finer  fabric ;  the  mo* 
article  may  now  be  worth  ten  or  ten  and  i  half 

Now,  sir,  with  this  knowledge  of  this  psitio- 
ular  branch  of  manufacture,  it  will  reaailj[  ba 
believed  that  I  am  sincere  in  the  expresuon, 
not  of  a  perfect  willingness,  but  of  a  tinxif  de- 
sire, that  this  House  should  possess  itself  of  tha 
most  full  and  complete  information  m  rdaitw 
to  the  subject  of  maQufactaree.  I  invite  ih« 
fullest  inquiry.  I  court  it,  and  pledge  ™J-'*^ 
to  afford  any  assistance  in  my  power  toward 
the  satisfaction  of  every  inquiry,  and  the  ot>- 
taining  of  the  most  complete  information.    _ 

And  I  do  this,  because,  when  the  facu  «bicb 
I  have  stated  are  in  poesessioa  of  thii  Honte,  I 
shall  coll  npouSoDtl)  Carolina  to  say  wbetkui 
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under  tbeae  circDmsUnoea,  she  is  prepared  b> 
break  down  or  cripple  an;  part  of  tliis  mann- 
tactnra,  which  she  Das  done  so  moch  to  bring 
into  elistence,  and  in  whose  prosperitj  I  be- 
lieTB  her  to  be  deeply  interested.  I  shall  ask 
her  to  panse  before  she  decides  to  indnlge  the 
gentlemaa  from  New  York  in  the  experiment 
whether  goods  mode  from  Bengal  cotton  are 
not  more  economical  for  the  poor,  for  whom 
he  feels  aa  great  an  interest.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  the  minimam  dotj  ia  eotided  to  a 
good  word  from  Sooth  Oarolina.  I  do  not  d»- 
ipsir  of  having  it.  As  to  the  reeolntioD  offered 
bj  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  mj  objection 
Ic  it  is,  that  it  presents  no  speciflo  object  of  in- 

Jair; — nothing  to  lead  to  any  practical  reaolL 
read  it  over  several  times  without  l>eing  able 
to  ascertain  the  object ;  it  seemed  to  reqnire 
■Hne  oalonlations  as  to  the  amowit  of  the  min- 
imum duties  per  cent,  on  any  snpposable  coet ; 
this  is  a  matter  of  eas?  ealcolation,  which  anj 
person  can  make  for  himself;  it  is  umply  a 
qnestioQ  in  the  role  of  throe,  as,  for  instance, 
the  minimam  dntj  on  a  square  yard  of  cotton 
is  eight  and  three-fonrths  oents.  Snppoee  a 
aqaare  yard  of  cotton  should  cost  one  cent, 
what  woold  the  dnty  amonnt  to  per  oent.  f 
Answer,  eight  hnodred  and  seventy-five  per 
cenL,  and  so  tbrongb  the  whole  scale.  Now, 
■ir,  if  the  gentleman  ohoosee  to  have  these  min- 
imnms  caToalated  for  ns,  as  I  now  nnderstand 
he  does,  why,  be  it  so  with  all  my  heart.  I 
can  have  no  objection  to  hie  presenting  them 
to  us  onder  as  many  phases  as  the  oensas  as- 
nmed  in  the  hands  of  the  very  ingenious  gen- 
tleman who  has  oalcttlated  it  for  ns  with  so 
much  labor.  But  I  OEumot  for  the  life  of  me 
perodre  any  practical  resnlt  to  come  of  it. 

Ai  to  which  of  the  committees  the  inquiry 
ibontd  go,  so  fkr  as  this  calculation  is  concern- 
ed, it  most  be  of  Tery  little  importance ;  but. 


bere,  or  impor1»d  from  abroad ;  there  c 
DO  question  that,  as  a  miitter  of  propriety,  it 
ought  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 
The  theory  of  this  Honse,  I  take  to  be,  that  the 
Handing  committees  are  supposed  to  concen- 
trate the  highest  degree  of  information  in  the 
Sonsa  on  the  partioiuar  subjects  on  which  tbey 
m  spoointed.  The  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, therefore,  are  presumed  to  know,  or  have 
Qie  means  of  aaoertaining,  all  which  the  mann- 
hctnrers  themselves  know.    Now,  sir,  T  cannot 

rwith  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  the 
nan  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  that 
the  Committee  on  Mauafaotnres  cannot  be  sop- 
posed  to  know  the  cost  in  England  or  the 
charges  of  importation  on  those  articles  ooming 
in  competition  with  onr  owif  manufkotures,  so 
'ell  as  the  Committee  on  Commeroe.  On  the 
contrary,  the  first  inqairy  which  a  manafao- 
tnrer  makes  when  he  sets  abont  mannfactnring 
■n  article  for  the  home  market,  in  which  he  is 


with  which  he  proposes  to  compete  1  what  are 
the  charges  of  importation,  and  what  the  pro- 
tecting dntieet  Theee  form  the  fonndation  oa 
which  he  decides  whether  or  not  to  commence 
the  manufacture.  Bo,  more  especially,  in  ref- 
erence to  those  mannfacturea  whiob  are  intend- 
ed for  foreign  markets,  where  they  are  to  come 
in  direct  competition  with  the  mannfactnres  of 
another  conntry ;  does  the  gentleman  suppose 
that  any  rational  man  would  erect  a  cotton 
mUl  to  mannfacture  goods  for  eiportatiou, 
without  asoertaining  precisely  what  auch  goods 
Qonld  be  fnmiahed  for  from  Manchester  I  No, 
sir,  I  know  of  many  snch  mills  now  erecting; 
in  &ct,  1  am  hiterested  in  some  of  them  myself, 
and  1  can  assure  that  gentleman  the  parties 
have  not  proceeded  without  tUUy  satiating 
these  Inauiries. 

Mr.  HoDoFTiB  MUd  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  jnst  taken  his  seat,  upon 
the  origin  of  the  system  of  minimum  duties,  and 
the  agency  of  the  representatives  of  South 
Carolina  in  eatahlishing  that  system,  called  for  a 
few  remarks.  He  had  determined  not  to  enter 
upKtn  the  subject  of  the  present  tariff  nntil  it 
was  regularly  before  the  House.  Aa  to  the 
origin  of  that  system  in  181S,  be  was  glad  it 
had  been  introdnced  by  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts.  It  made  it  his  duty,  as  it  olearly 
was  in  his  power  to  vindicate  the  representatives 
of  8onth  Carolina  from  that  nnjnst  and  ungen- 
erona  aspersion  that  had  been  elsewhere  bronght 
agunst  them.  He  knew  it  had  be^  said,  and 
was  here  repeated,  that  the  State  of  Bontii 
Oaroliaa,  now  so  clamorous  against  the  tariff, 
bad  the  dlstingniahed  honor  of  first  originating 
that  system ;  and  that  South  Carolina,  and  she 
alone,  was  responsible  for  the  system  and  all 
its  evils.  Sir,  what  are  the  facta  t  In  1616,  at 
the  close  of  the  war  in  which  our  country  ex- 

Knded  so  much  money,  and  gained  so  much 
nor,  and  in  which  it  was  the  pride  and  glory 
of  the  State  of  Booth  Carolina,  both  on  this 
fioor  and  elsewhere,  to  take  a  leading  aud  dis- 
tinguished part  against  the  common  enemiee  of 
our  country,  ber  representatives  in  this  House 
entered  upon  the  bnsinessoffixingthe revenues 
of  our  peace  establishment.  A  large  debt  had 
been  accumulated  by  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
What  was  presented  to  thcrat  The  double 
question  of  tbe  war  taxes  and  the  public  debt. 
Before  that  time  there  had  been  what  was  called 
double  dutiea  and  the  war  taxes.  There  was 
no  qnestion  before  them  of  protecting  duties. 
The  question  was — to  what  point  shall  the  du- 
tjea  be  reduced  to  relieve  the  bnrdens  of  tbe 
Treamry  and  the  bnrdens  of  the  people !  What 
would  have  been  our  situation  at  this  time  bad 
these  duties  been  permitted  to  remain  as  they 
were  then  fixed !  Sir,  the  questions  which  now 
distnust  our  country  would  never  had  been 
heard  of.  What  was  done !  It  was  provided 
that  those  articles  which  had  before  paid 
twenty-seven  and  thirty-tliree  per  cent.,  should, 
after  that  time,  pay  only  twenty-five  per  cent. 
Did  the  act  stop  there  (    Did  it  vindicate  the 
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policy  that  ti)«  protecting  duties  wen  to  pro- 
grmaytilj  iacreaset  No:  it  provided,  that 
Uieee  dotiea  of  twentf-five  per  cent,  eboold, 
after  a  oert^o  period,  go  down  to  twentj  per 
cent.  Had  thej  been  permitted  to  remain 
there  ther  never  would  have  been  disttirbed  hj 
the  oomplainta  of  South  Oarolina.  The  act  of 
1816  provided  for  a  redaction  of  duties,  aaanr- 
ing  that  prkwa  wonld  go  down  after  the  world 
bftcsme  aetded.  Tet  w«  are  now  told  that, 
beoanae  the  r^resentatired  of  Sootli  Carolina 
took  a  leading  part  in  that  rednotion  of  the 
dntiea,  wearenoffbonndtolnoreaaetliem.  The 
policy  of  the  act  waa  to  reduce  them  to  twentj 
per  oent. ;  and,  alW  the  pajrmMit  of  the  national 
debt,  to  ten  per  cent.  The  gentleman  fhim 
UaMschnsetta  givea  the  BtatefflBonth  Oarolina 
credit  for  a  kind  of  interested  sagacitj  on  that 
oooaaion,  whloh  she  utterly  disdalms.  She  had 
no  Rncb  aagocitj.  It  is  ni^nst  and  illiberal,  in 
the  last  degree,  to  set  down  her  patriotic  saori- 
flce  on  that  occasion  as  a  miserable  offering  at 
the  ihrine  of  avarice.  The  whole  was  trtuis- 
aoted  in  the  fooe  of  tiie  world.  The  argnmenta 
noed  in  this  Home,  when  the  aot  was  passed, 
are  now  extant.  Look  into  tJie  reoards  of  the 
prooeedinn,  and  see  if  a  word  was  uttered  in 
Qkvor  of  uiat  act,  on  the  groond  assnmed  by 
the  gentleman.  Tha  aot  provided  fbr  a  redno- 
tion of  the  revenue  dntios.  The  anspension  of 
a  longer  oommeroe^  occasioned  by  the  "war,  had 
^ven  an  artificial  proteotioD  to  those  moanfao- 
tnres  which  were  established  daring  the  war. 
The  oitjaensof  l{aaaachiiMttii,wbobMreBOlved 
that  it  was  nnbecoming  a  moral  and  reliffioas 
people  .to  r^oica  at  the  victoriea  achieved  bj 
the  Goarage  of  oar  conntrjmen — who  spumed 
aad  frowned  at  those  who  hod  lent  their  mane? 
to  the  Government — tbej  had  embarked  their 
capital,  which  thof  retViaed  to  GoTernment  to 
assist  in  providing  for  the  common  eafetj,  in 
mannfaotares,  with  a  view  to  profit.  Sir,  on 
that   ocAasion  a  most  generous  and  forgiving 

Sirit  was  manifested  towards  them.  What  was 
e  qaeetioo  under  which  the  minimnm  spoken 
of  waa  established  I  It  was,  will  joa,  bj  sud- 
denl7  withdrawing  all  protection,  min  these 
men  t  Sir,  utterly  as  J  det«st  the  system,  I 
should  have  done  the  same.  This  protection 
was  Bsbed  nnder  circumstances,  and  given  upon 
piinciples,  which  never  sfaonld  be  thrown  at 
the  State  of  South  Oarolina  as  a  reproaofa.  The 
question  was,  whether  the  mannnetnrera  who 
had  mode  investments  during  the  war,  should 
be  saved  or  mined.  A  temporary  provision 
waa  made  by  the  terms  of  the  act  in  order  to 
save  them.  That  act  in  a  few  years  discharged 
its  duties.  Bat  speculators  embarked  in  the 
business — adventurers,  who  had  no  interest  in 
manufactories  during  the  war.  Is  it  not  mon- 
strous to  say  that  South  Oarolina  is  bound  to 
protect  them  ?  This  is  like  the  constitationBl 
argument,  when  gentlemen  say  that,  in  1790, 
Oongress  Md  a  dnty  of  five  per  cent.,  and  a 
tariff  is  a  tariff.  If  this  is  li^c,  we  ore  certainly 
responaible  for  the  tariff  of  1816.    We  were 


tlien  willing  the  duties  should  be  gndoally  t»- 
daced  to  save  the  manofiiotDrBn  from  rniB.  ¥« 
are  now  willing  to  take  the  same  comae.  If 
we  propose  present  dntjes  of  thirty  per  c«dL  to 
be  gradoally  redooed  to  twenty-five,  twentj, 
fifteen,  and  twelve  and  a  half  per  oent.,  ihsU 


he  was  up,  be  would  aay  one  word  as  to  tlia 
mininumi  lUelf.  When  that  was  fiz«d  in  1616 
at  twenty-five  oenta,  that  was  the  known  piM 
of  common  India  eottons,  as  he  hod  bom  in. 
formed  by  a  colleague  of  the  gentleman  fivm 
Masaachnsetts.  Tlie  duty  was  then  qMdfic 
But  wa  have  unoa  gone  on  increasing  the  duty 
while  the  price  has  been  con^DnaUy  fJtUiaE. 
He  r^retted  that  he  waa  driven  to  say  a  ain^ 
word  on  the  subject  before  it  cane  propwiy 
before  the  House.  He  was  compelled  to  do  it 
in  order  to  refute  a  calumny  which  had  bMi 
brou^t  agunst  the  State  of  South  Corolios,  ia 
another  place,  by  an  iodividnol  who  knew  betta 
at  the  lime,  and  which  hod  now  been  npeated 
on  this  floor. 

Hr.  HoFFKu)  rose,  but  yielded  the  Boca'  te 

ICr.  AppunoH,  tor  the  pnrpoae  of  exjdaaa- 
tion ;  who  sud  he  bod  not  impnted  avaridooi 
motives  to  the  State  of  Booth  Oarolina,  but  en- 
lightened Interest.  That  the  promotion  ot  tbe 
consumption  of  their  cotton  was  a  leading  mo- 
tive, he  conld  not  doubt,  having  been  to  in- 
formed by  the  late  Francis  0.  Lowell,  of  Botfra, 
who  was  here  at  the  time  the  bill  passed. 

It  was  BOved  that  the  House  now  proo«ed 
to  the  orders  of  tha  iaj ;  which  was  Icet— jtaa 
69,  nays  90. 

Mr.  Ho¥F)UK  sud  he  happened  to  be  one  of 
those  who,  in  1696,  had  sapported  the  luiS, 
now  the  salqect  of  so  mncn  praise  aad  of  k> 
nrnch  blame.  Whether  that  sapport  waa  wise 
or  foolish,  be  thought  he  knew  the  oijt<A*al 
the  law.  The  ol^ecC  of  the  minimnma  wu  to 
eiclnde  importation.  He  thought  the  prMio- 
ble  to  the  reeolution  did  not  mi^tate  the  objects 
of  the  law.  The  resolution  called  for  infonna- 
tion  as  to  its  operation.  He  wished  for  tbat 
information.  Some  said  the  duties  have  csnwd 
low  prices,  others  said  they  had  not ;  be  wiilied 
'    know  the  facts.     Nothing  is  got  by  reastioce 

truth,  by  attempting  to  uiut  oat  ligliL  Ute 
gentleman  firom  JCassachnBett8(Hr.  Davis)  pn>- 
poeee  to  strike  out  the  definite  inquiry  coaUuned 
in  thia  resolution,  and  substitute  a  genenl  in- 

aoiry.  He  thought  this  was  utmost  to  ths  g«i- 
eman  who  made  the  inquiry :  it  wu,  be- 
sides, altogether  indiscreet  in  those  wbo  vera 
desirous  to  support  the  tariff,  to  smother  nch 
on  inquiry.  The  amendment  had  that  effect. 
Wh^  if  inquiry  was  proposed  to  be  made  into 
a  certain  action  of  a  particular  iodiTidod,  a 
gentleman  comes  forward  and  proposes  to 
amend  that  by  inquiring  into  all  t^e  sctioiu  « 
every  individual.  That  must  be  the  object  :n 
such  BO  amendment.  He  hoped  no  cover  ^ould 
be  given  to  the  charge  that  this  system  wu  to 
'     defended  by  the  cmicealment  of  trntli,   » 
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«u  welt  known  that  the  Dominal,  the  offloe 
nine  of  goods  was  verj-  diSbr«iit  from  their 
nal  Tilae.  Tbia  was  &  defect  ia  oor  Treasan' 
reports  that  be  was  anzioiia  to  see  remedied. 
Aootherpoiat  had  been  alluded  to— the  evarions 
if  the  dntiea.    If  the  enemiea  of  tho  sratMn  de- 


■rgnment,  that  it  iatrodnced  a 
gling  that  ooDld  not  be  repreaaed.  He  did  not 
oredit  tho  Btatementa  that  had  been  nude  on 
tint  bead.  One  great  reason  of  bis  disbelief 
wm  the  great  disparity  between  the  valae  of 
goods  in  Canada  and  England  and  here.  If 
Btnng^iog  had  been  oarried  on  so  ezt^nsiTelf , 
it  would  have  liad  a  tendency  to  eqaaliie  the 
Tilae.  But  he  was  anzioos  to  have  the  facts ; 
lie  wonld  gire  the  committee  ^wer  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  investigate  all  these 
msUen  fiillj  under  oath.  Tbin  Honse  might 
then  have  data  more  anth«itio  than  statements 
made  en  one  side  and  denied  on  the  other. 
Kr.  D^na  said  he  wonld  not  be'drawn  into 


;  his  dat;, 
I  upon  the 
iioendment  he  bad  offered.  It  was  add  to 
Hotste  the  eonrteeies  of  the  House.  What  was 
the  fact  t  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  asks 
for  information.  He  (Mr.  D.)  proposed  an 
■UMndment,  carrTingtheinqairjfnrtiier.  Hod 
be  lifted  his  brads  against  the  inquiry  t  He 
lisd  been  ohsr^ed  with  smothering  inqnirj. 
He  repelled  the  charge.  Let  gentlemen  look 
it  Uie  amendment.  Does  that  smother  inqnirr? 
Or  is  it  the  gentlemen  who  complun  that  the 
inquiry  is  too  lai^,  that  It  calls  for  too  mneh 
iiformation,  who  smother  inqniry  t  Is  it  the 
eaaiEnan  practice  of  this  Huose,  when  a  resoln- 
fion  for  inqniring  into  one  side  of  a  qnestion 
is  offered,  to  make  an  amendiDent  to  bring  out 
bo^  sides,  to  oorer  the  whole  ground?  He 
wd  he  did  not  wish  to  pnrsne  the  matter.  Be 
did  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  this  pro- 
tni!t«d  debate,  tboogb  be  did  not  tbink  it  alto- 
gether profitless.  He  wished  the  qnestion 
KtUed  whether  they  were  to  have  information 
op™  only  one  side  of  tlie  qnestion :  those  who 
■0  wished  would  vote  agwnst  bis  amendment ; 
those  who  wished  to  see  the  whole  subject  em- 
bodied  would  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Ur.  Wtij>B  said,  as  it  was  obvious  that  the 
Home  was  willing  this  debate  ahonld  proceed, 
he  wonld  claim  their  attention  for  a  few 
minutes.  He  had  regretted  the  resolntion, 
originally  oSered  by  the  gentleman  iWim  Vir- 
ginia, had  not  been  adc^ted  without  debate,  as 
were  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  respective 
cli^men  of  the  Committee  on  UanQbatni«s 
Brf  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
^^Erett<d  thai  any  incidental  discussion  should 
have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  forbearance  and 
roneiliatory  spirit  with  which  this  most  veia- 
tiDus  and  dangerous  of  all  tbo  subjects  offered 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Honse  ought  to  be 
H^proached.    He  had  been  surprised  at  the  ez- 


planation  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  DiTis,)  to  the  object  of  hla 
amendment.  It  was  a  well-known  branch  of 
legislative  taotica,  to  offer  an  amendment  for 
the  purpose  of  overloading  and  crushing  an  in- 
qniry. If  the  object  of  inquiry  was  the  same, 
why  vffer  the  amendment  t  If  it  was  different, 
why  nut  propose  it  as  a  distinct  and  sut>stantive 
proposition  I  That  thi  subject  of  the  original 
reaolation  was  one  npon  which  information  was 
necessary,  there  had  recently  oocurred  an  illns- 
trstion  within  bis  own  knowledge.  He  bad 
not  been  able,  by  any  Inquirlee  at  the  depart- 
ment, or  of  gentlemen,  to  ascertain  the  price  of 
the  freight  of  a  ton  of  bar  iron  from  Liverpool 
to  New  York.  He  should  not  have  now  risen, 
had  he  not  been  called  up  by  an  allusion  to  a 
name  for  which  he  oheruhed  the  highest  re- 
spect and  the  fondest  affbotion.  He  was  in  this 
Honse,  in  1816,  when  the  original  tariff  law 
paswd.  There  was  no  member  in  the  Honse 
whose  opinions  received  so  much  respect  and 
attention  as  those  of  'William  Ltfwnoee.  He 
was  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  first  statesmen 
this  country  had  ever  praducedi  That  man 
was  no  Mend  lo  highdntiee.  The  bill  reported 
on  that  occowon  provided  for  duties  at  twenty- 
five  per  cenL,  to  be  reduced  at  a  certain  period 
to  twenty  per  cent.  Wtien  his  colleague,  who 
was  now  a  member  of  the  other  House,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  twenty-five  per  cent.,  leaving 
the  rate  of  duty  at  twenty  per  cent.,  the  vote 
of  William  Ixiwndea  was  recorded  in  the  affirm- 
ative. When  it  WHS  proposed,  on  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virgmia,  to  strike  out  the  mini- 
mum, the  Southern  votes  were  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  duties  established  by  that  act  were 
entirely  on  the  ground  of  revenue.  The  war, 
then  just  over,  had  left  the  ooimtry  deeply  in 
debt.  The  duties  were  retained  ot  that  extent 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue — with  another 
view,  that  they  might  incidentally  protect  the 
establishments  that  had  grown  out  of  the  war. 
The  motive  for  establiehing  the  minimum  waa, 
that  we  had  not  only  come  out  of  the  war  with 
a  heavy  debt,  but  with  a  depredated  cnrrency. 
The  difference  between  the  currency  of  Balti- 
more and  Boston  was  something  like  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  The  exportation  of  specie  to 
India  for  the  purchase  of  coarse  cottons  waa 
represented  as  one  great  obstacle  to  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.  This 
minimum  was  intended  to  affect  the  coarse  oot^ 
tons  of  India  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  ezpor- 
tation  of  specie.  There  was  then  great  doubt, 
if  this  measore  was  not  adopted,  whether  onr 
banks  would  be  able  to  resume  specie  payments. 
The  Bank  of  England  did  not  at  that  time  pay 
specie.  It  was  intended  to  operate  entirely  on 
the  drain  of  specie  to  India.  We  had  not  then 
arrived  at  the  doctrine  that  specie  went  out  of 
the  connti7  simply  beoanse  it  hod  come  in.  If 
the  dieouBdons  on  this  subject  were  conducted 
with  care,  circumspection,  and  full  information, 
there  wonld  be  no  danger  of  any  imposition 
npon  the  good  sense  of  the  House.    He  was 
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iatisfied  that  no  fiicts  would  escape  the  vigiUnoe 
of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Oabbos  r^retted  that  so  mach  debate 
had  arisen  upoD  a  reeolntioD  of  this  character. 
He  had  risen  to  notice  a  single  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Applbton,) 
which,  from  his  full  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  snbject,  must  be  taken  as  oorrect,  and 
which  he  thought  pnt  the  whole  anestion  at  rest. 
That  gentleman  had  stated,  and  it  was  not  to 
be  donbtad,  as  he  was  a  manufaetnrer,  that  cot- 
ton goods  coold  be  mannfeotnred  cheaper  in 
this  comitry  than  in  England. 

Mr.  AfPLKTOB  wd  Ms  statement  was,  that 
raw  cotton  oonld  be  converted  into  doth  in  this 
coimtiy  for  less  moaej  than  in  England. 

Mr.  Oabsom  sud,  if  that  is  true,  wbj,  in  the 
name  of  reason  and  common  sense,  do  ;on  con- 
tinue the  duty  t  It  is  not  needed  for  revenne. 
It  te  Dot  reqaired  for  protoctJon ;  for  here  one  of 
the  most  respectable  mannfaotaren  in  theoonn- 
try  sajs,  w«  can  uutke  cloth  cheaper  than  it  can 
be  made  in  ftigland.  Is  it  Borpriring  that  the 
Bontli  object  to  it  aa  a  bonntj  on  manu&cturee  t 
Be  would  make  the  inquirr  attributed,  in  the 
public  papers,  to  the  principal  leader  of  the 
mannfoctariDg  interest  in  the  other  House,  on 
the  proposition  to  divide  the  surplus  revenue 
among  the  several  Btates — where  is  ^our  war- 
rant in  the  oonstitntioQ  ?  Where  is  the  warreot 
to  impose  a  tax  on  the  people,  as  a  bonnty  to 
the  mannfectnrers,  when  they  boldly  stale  on 
this  floor  that  thev  can  produce  these  articles 
cheaper  than  England,  and  meet  her  competi- 
tion m  any  foreign  market  t  That  geotlenian 
had  communicated  another  secret  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  House :  that  he  had  snmmoned 
the  manufacturers  to  this  place,  because  their 
interests  were  to  be  attacked.  They  were,  no 
doubt,  to  be  introduced  as  witnesses,  to  prove 
the  facts  in  which  they  were  directly  and 
deeply  interested.  Sir,  shall  the  tesUmony  of 
interested  witnesses,  given  at  the  instance  of 
their  fellow -man  nfaoCnrers  on  this  Soor,  be 
brought  here  to  settle  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  this  nation,  in  the  most  important 
of  all  questions  affecting  their  rights,  while 
ench  testimony  wonld  not  be  hearkened  to  in  a 
oonrt  of  justice  ?  May  we  not  ask  this  qoestion, 
when  gentlemen  aay  there  is  no  necessity  of 
relieving  ns  from  burdens  which  have  gronnd 
ns  to  powder  I  We  ask  it  of  their  generosity,  if 
they  have  any,  to  loose  their  hold ;  we  a^are 
them  not  to  continue  any  longer  a  system  which 
makes  them  the  receivers  and  us  the  payers, 
dnce  by  their  own  statement,  there  is  no  longer, 
npon  pnblio  gronnds,  any  occasion  or  apult^ 
for  its  continnanoe. 

Mr.  Cambbbliho,  having  been  appealed  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Appucton,)  to  corroborate  bis  statement  of  the 
price  of  East  India  cottons  in  1816,  add,  he  had 
oo  particular  knowledge  of  that  trade  at  that 
period ;  but  he  felt  assured  that  that  gentleman 
wonld  not  conscientionsly  make  any  statement 
not  strictly  coiTect.     He  conid,  however,  give 


Other  information  aa  to  prices  upon  whii^  he 
presumed  the  minimnm  of  1616  was  fonoded) 
and  if  gentlemen  wonld  assume  the  aame  baris 
now,  however  objectionable  he  conddered 
this  minimnm  system  to  be  in  all  respecta,  be 
should  be  willing  to  establish  the  same  rate  of 
duty  at  this  time.  It  was  well  known  tlisi  tbe 
price  of  common  white  cottons,  mannfactored  in 
the  United  States,  and  entering  into  the  genenl 
consumption  of  the  country,  did  not  vary  far 
from  twenty-five  cents:  tiieee  cottons  were 
conceived  to  be  of  the  lowest  price.  Ani  if 
Oongrees,  in  assuming  that  as  the  minimam 
price  of  cottons,  placed  it  loo  high,  it  was  be- 
cause they  were  deceived  by  those  from  wbom 
they  received  the  information.  They  were  in- 
tended to  establish  an  artificial  and  arbitrary 
minimum.  The  duty  contemplated  waatwentj- 
flve  per  cent,  on  an  actual  minimum  vilna 
But  what  was  the  practical  operalioa  of  tbis 
minimum  now  t  The  same,  nay,  a  better  arti- 
cle oould  be  bought  in  England  for  eevce  aad 
a  half  cents,  while  the  minimnm  had  bcoi  aog- 
mented  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  eent^ 
and  it  was  now  arbitrarily  valued  at  the  latter 
prioe.  Hiis  was  the  ease  with  British  shirt- 
ings. He  had  been  informed  by  one  of  the 
most  eztenmve  and  worthy  importers  of  the 
country,  an  American,  too,  as  respectable  u 
the  gentleman  from  Maseachnsetts  himself^  tbit 
these  cottoDS  were  actually  imported  now,  not 
for  oonsumptioD,  but  for  exportation.  They 
would  be  imported  for  consumption,  hut  far  the 
enormous  duty  levied  under  the  cover  of  a  mini- 
mum of  eight  cents  on  a  value  of  seven  and  a 
haU^  making  fifteen  and  a  half;  while  a  corre- 
«M>nding  article  of  American  fabric  was  told  ti 
fineen  to  fifteen  and  a  half  cents.  Thos  wen 
British  shirtings  excluded  by  thoee  wise,JiHt, 
and  patriotic  laws  which  enable  us  to  saprtj 
Mexico  and  North  America  with  those  Ttrj 
cottons,  while  we  prohibit  our  own  couDtiymeD 
from  oonsuming  them.  They  come  to  oar  nur- 
ketn  at  half  the  price  demanded  for  our  own 
fabrics,  and  we  prohibit  their  consnmption  lest 
we  should  diminish  the  dividends  of  our  maan- 
facturera.  It  was  to  explain  the  opeiati<»  o( 
these  minimum  duties  tbathe  wished  tbe  caleo- 
lations  called  for  by  the  r«solntu»i  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia. 

The  question  was  then  decided — yets  H, 
nays  89. 

M0K01.T,  January  28. 


JUtolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  tatecMl  !■• 
provementa  be  instructed  to  inquire  int«  tbe  !>■ 
peditncy  of  making  an  appropiiatiOQ  in  l»nfc,  lor 
the  purpoee  of  laying  out  and  eoMtncting  a  na4, 
to  tun  soutbwai^j  from  Lower  Baadmkj,  is  tk« 
State  of  Ohio,  to  the  botmdary  Una  establkheJ  bT 
tlie  treaty  of  Greenville,  as  stipnbled  br  the  Irfacr 
of  Brownatown,  twtween  the  United  SteMi  aad  Hu 
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HTenl  ladtan  tribes  northweit  of  the  ricer  Ohio ; 
tad  ujoocdlae  to  the  proTuloni  of  the  act  of  Coa- 
grass  puwd  Dectmber  13,  1811 ;  and  thKt  the  pre- 
uiib)e  uid  resolatioiis  of  the  Qeoend  AMrmbl;  of 
tbc  State  of  Ohio,  heretofore  prewnted  to  CoDgress, 
Ip  refeitBM  to  that  labieet,  be  »r«rr«d  to  the  nid 
Commlllev  oo  Iiiteni>l  ImprOTelneDts. 

Th«  qaestion  wu  put  and  the  raftolntion 
idopled. 

Tkt  l^iriff— Memorial  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  DsAYTOH,  of  SoDth  Carolina,  presented 
th«  following  menorial: 
"The  CMtnorisl  of  th«  nembera  of  the  LeglBlature 

of  tba  Bute  of  South  Guolina,  oj^Koed  to  Dullifl- 

cstion,  fhowetb: 

"Thit  thej  are  «ie«ed1pg1;  aggrieTcd  b;  tbs 
Itn  Df  the  United  States,  imponng  high  dutlei  ou 
fondgn  merehandiie  for  Uie  protection  of  miDufao- 
turn;  the  cTili  under  wMch  South  Carolina  Is 
nSMog  are  obvious  sod  slarmlDgi  the  great  de- 
ireduioD  of  cotton,  the  chief  staple  of  her  soil, 
Ui  reduced  the  profits  to  which  the  plkctcra  hure 
long  been  accustomed,  to  aiteh  a  degree,  that  the 
nitait,  jieiding  no  ionger  an  adequate  competiss- 
lien  for  their  labor,  is  continued  meralj  from  ne- 
cisBlj ;  at  the  same  time  ber  eiiiieni  are  eior- 
bitullf  tued  on  all  the  articles  of  foreign  ^wth 
sr  pradDctioD  that  eater  into  (heir  coiunmption.  If 
olber  causes  conspire  to  reduce  tlie  income  of  her 
dtiieu,  it  is  the  tariff  alone  which  denlei  them  the 
right  of  conTertiaj;  that  reduced  Income  into  such 
■n  anonnt  of  the  necessaries  or  coiiTeniencei  of 
life  u  would  eertalnlj  be  at  their  command  under 
the  rerenne  t_>stem  of  moderate  duUes.  These 
diHcnltiea,  tliough  gttU,  night  be  tolerated.  If  the 
bnrden  ma  equal ;  bat  the;  are  greallj  aggravated 
bj  Ih*  consideration  that  Uie  benefits  of  the  tariff 
■re  conSned  to  the  mannfkctnrlng  Stales,  and  that 
Bonth  Caroliu  belt  with  aeTeritjthe  weight  of  the 
protecting  sjatem,  but  reeelTee  no  part  of  the  com- 
peosuioii. 

"  It  Is  well  If  Qown  to  CoDnett,  that  the  policr, 
the  justice,  and  the  cooititutionalit;  of  the  [H«seot 
•jMeni  of  high  protecting  duUea  hsTe  tieen  etrenu- 
oidf  contested  and  denied.  The  fsToreta  of  these 
regiilaUont  ma;  have  thought  that  the  oppowtioa 
votiid  become  less  lioletit,  as  lime  would  render 
Ibetfitem  more  familiar  to  the  peoptfi.  But  if  such 
eipectations  were  ever  entertained.  It  is  time  the; 
Blicnld  be  abandoned.  The  progreu  of  Content, 
M  lar  from  diminishiDg,  has  become  more  alarming 
^ns  year  to  jesr,  as  a  oontinuance  of  the  ajstem 
hu  led  to  a  further  derelopment  of  public  opinion. 

"Itibonldnotbeamatterofwonder  that  all  the 
■Till  wluch  have  aecompanied  an  obooiiona  course 
tS  poller,  're  ascribed  eietusiTclj  to  its  agency. 
ion  meniorialista,  who  full;  concnr  with  their 
Hov^iiliseas  in  tlieir  oppoaitioD  to  the  tariff,  are 
of  that  part;  who  regard  DDlMcatioa  as  utterl;  nn- 
caiiMitntioiuL  The;  disclaim  altogether  the  lan- 
(Uige  of  violence  and  intimidation ;  bnt  the;  insist 
""the dut;  of  OoTanment  to  abMsin  from  such 
■ti'atioa  as  U  not  in  aocordanoa  with  the  spirit 
ud  Minioua  of  the  people.  It  ts  not  enough  that 
im  •hinld  be  just  and  reasonable  In  tberaselres ; 
tbe;  oacht  to  confirm  to  pabUo  opinion,  and  giro 
•»li&ettoa  to  the  communit;. 

"The  objeetioiis  to  the  restrietire  B;item  are  of 
In  psTiM  character,  and  the  sens*  of  opproadoil 
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and  injustice  which  it  has  excited,  are  widel;  dif- 
fused and  deepi;  fell. 

"The  cbmnioQ  good  requires  that  It  should  not 
be  persevered  In,  against  the  judgment  and  In  op- 
~>iitlon  to   tlie  sentiments  of  so  large  a  minorit;. 

all  OoTemments  this  coneldentloD  il  enlilled  to 
great  respect,  particulari;  in  popular  Governments ; 
but  In  none  ko  much  u  our  own.  The  constitution 
Itself  was  founded  in  compromise,  and  the  vital 
princi^  of  the  Union  ooik^ls  In  tbe  spirit  of 
mutual  conceMlon. 

"  The  speed;  eitiag<dshnient  of  tho  public  debt 
furnishes  an  opportumt;  of  reducing  the  public 
burdens  which  ;aur  memorialieta  confidentl;  hope 
will  be  improved  by  the  wisdom  of  Congress.  The; 
aabmic  this  momentous  subject  to  your  enlightened 
wisdom  and  regard  for  our  common  countr;,  in 
the  earnest  hope  that  by  reducing  the  duties  lo  K 
scale  commensurate  with  the  necessary  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  and  a^'ugting  them  with  a  due 
!gard  to  the  interests  of  alt,  you  will  remove  the 
ohapp;  differences  that  now  prevail,  and  establish 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  ibe  country  on  a  per- 
manent basis." 

Ur.  DxaTTOir  moTed  tbat  the  mamorial  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heana. 

Ur.  DsiTirT  moved  to  amend  the  motion  lir 
inserting,  in  lien  of  tLe  Committee  of  Wa;s  and 
Means,  the  Committee  on  Mann  foctn  res. 

Mr.  Draytos  presented  in  a  succinct  manner 
his  reasons  ftir  wishtngthe  memorial  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  of  na;9  and  Means,  The 
subject  to  which  it  referred  was  the  revenue 
of  the  conntry.  It  prayed  tbat  the  eziating 
dnties  might  be  M  far  redaoed  as  to  be  com- 
menaarate  with  tb«  legitimate  olgect  for  wbicb 
it  was  oollected.  If  this  was  not  a  question  for 
the  Oommittee  on  Finance,  he  did  not  know 
what  ooald  be  so  considered.  With  the  general 
theory  of  revenne  the  Oommittee  on  Hannfao- 
tnres  bad  no  concern.  The  avowed  object  of 
that  committee  was  to  redace  the  amount  of 
importation,  and  conseqaently  the  amoant  of 
revenao ;  bnt  if  that  committee  was  to  be  sof- 
fered  to  proceed  nntrammelled,  and  nnconnter- 
acted  b;  tbe  action  of  any  other  of  the  commit- 
tees of  the  Honse,  the  result  might  be  that  the 
revenne  shonld  so  tar  be  reduced  as  to  be 
inadeqnato  to  meet  tbe  demands  of  the  pnblio 
service.  The  Comroitl«e  of  Ways  and  Moans 
possessed  experience  on  tbe  subject  of  the 
revenue,  and  oonld  best  decide  how  far  the 
taxes  on  any  given  article*  might  with  aafet;  be 
enlarged  or  dimiDisbed.  It  was,  in  every  poa^- 
ble  view,  tbe  appropriate  committee  for  tbe 
consideration  of  such  a  memorial  as  be  bad  bad 
the  honor  to  submit  to  tbe  House. 

Mr.  DaififT,  of  Peimsylvania,  said  that  it  was 
far  from  his  intention  to  renew  tho  debate  of 
yesterday.  He  had  been  led  to  believe  tb'at  the 
people  of  Bouth  Carolina  complained  of  tho 
existing  tariff  laws  as  operating  oppressively. 
As  far  as  he  understood  the  particnlar  subiect 
of  their  complaint,  it  was  that  duties  were  laid 
not  merely  for  revenue,  bnt  for  protection. 
Such  was  the  avowed  abject  of  our  tariff  law. 
If  they  oompl^ned  of  it,  therefore,  what  tliey 
oompluoed  of  was  protection.    To  what  oom< 
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mittee,  then,  Bboald  a  memoriBl  on  that  Bubjeot 
be  referred,  but  to  that  committee  of  the  House 
irhicb  had  the  general  aahject  of  the  protection 
of  our  domestio  isduetrj,  more  peculiarly  under 
its  charge)  It  waa  true  that  the  Committee 
of  WajB  and  UeailB  had  the  subject  of  revenue 
particularly  confided  to  them,  but  the  question 
m  that  memorial  was  not  a  mere  quesUon  of 
rerenne.  It  prajed  that  the  tariff  might  be  eo 
diminiabed  aa  to  reduce  the  revenue  by  taking 
awaj  the  protection  at  present  extended  to  our 
manufactures.  The  Bubject,  therefore,  pertained 
to  the  Committee  of  Mannfactnres. 

Mr,  Spsioht,  of  North  Carolina,  said  it  wa» 
very  eitraordinarj  that  no  proposition  on  the 
anbjact  of  dutiee  ooold  be  brought  into  the 
House,  but  it  must  immediatetj  be  seized  upon 
and  Blangbtered  by  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures.  Whatever  it  was,  or 
wherever  it  coma  from,  it  was  Beised  on  with 
avidity,  and  given  to  that  committee,  who, 
according  to'  their  own  ideas,  bad  eiclasive 
jnriBdiction  over  the  whole  sntgect.  What  was 
the  pra;er  of  this  petition?  That  the  revenue 
might  be  rednced  nntU  it  should  be  not  more 
tbim  sufficient  to  meet  the  actual  wants  of  the 
Government.  Was  this  not  a  snly'ect  belonging 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  That 
committee  had  the  exolnsive  care  of  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  Bnt  the  gentleman  said  that  it 
mnst  go  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  be- 
canse  it  asked  for  a  reduction  of  the  tariff! 
What,  Bir,  BBid  Mr,  8.,  may  not  South  Caroli- 
na, when  she  feela  the  grinding  effect  of  the 
tariff  policy,  be  permitted  to  have  her  voice 
heard!— when  the  planters  of  the  Soath  are 
down,  and  the  maniifacturer  of  the  North  boa 
his  foot  upon  their  necka,  and  bis  band  in  their 
pockets,  be  suffered  to  send  their  complunta  up 
to  that  House?  Must  the  complaints  of  the 
oppressed  be  sent  to  a  committee  avowedly  in 
fkvor  of  the  policy  that  oppressed  them  i  That 
memorial  proceeded  not  from  a  company  of 
manufacturers,  but  from  the  respectable  people 
of  South  Carolina.  Throughout  that  State,  and 
be  might  odd  thronghont  the  whole  South, 
there  existed  on  this  subject  but  one  opinion. 
The  tariff  was  viewed  with  nnntterable  abhor- 
rence and  disgust.  However  they  might  differ 
on  other  subjects,  there  was  but  one  oniform 
sentiment  on  this.  Nor  would  they  ever  cease 
to  oppose  the  law  so  long  as  it  should  oontinae 
in  its  present  form.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Fennsylvaoia  woidd  consent  to  withdraw 
his  amendment ;  but  if  he  shonld  peraist  in  it,  Mr. 
8.  would  be  ohhged  to  coll  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Bbanob,  of  North  Carolina,  observed 
that  oa  he  believed  the  object  prayed  for  by  the 
memorial  to  be  pregnant  with  the  best  good  of 
the  country,  be  would  submit  two  or  three 
observations  in  reference  to  it;  but  not  in  a 
spirit  of  crimination.  Far  from  it.  It  was  not 
his  purpose  to  charge  any  one  with  dishonestly 
or  unjustly  thrastmg  their  bands  into  the 
pockets  of  the  planters.  He  waa  actuated  by 
no  such  spirit ;  bnt  by  a  qiirit  of  conciliation 
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and  of  nnion,  on  which  alone  he  believed  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  to  depeud.  Not  that 
he  believed  the  effecta  of  the  tariff  to  be  any 
less  injurious  tjian  they  were  represented  to  be. 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  the  operation  of 
that  ayatem  was  to  eibaust  the  rtsonrcesof  the 
South  day  by  day,  and,  should  it  be  peraisted 
in,  they  must  sooner  or  later  be  compelled  to 
take  a  step  he  shuddered  to  think  of^  or  else  to 
sink  into  ruin.  Was  it  not  important  that  the 
friends  of  the  manufacturing  interest  shonld 
have  a  pnmer  estimate  of  the  real  state  of  the 
clause  ?  Tbia  memorial  proceeded  from  a 
class  of  men  every  way  entitled  to  the  reweet- 
fnl  notice  of  that  House.  The  language  of  the 
memorial  was  calm  and  dispaanonat«.  Tet  it 
was  not  sycophantic.  It  held  that  just  mcdimn 
which  he  for  himself  was  deairoos  of  foDowing. 
It  waa  a  Bubmisai  ve  appeal  to  the  CongKM  of  the 
United  States.  And  what  was  the  propcsil  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pittsburg?  To  send  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures;  when  tb« 
Southern  planter  complained  of  the  cHtetation 
of  a  law  intended  to  protect  the  mannfaotoier, 
his  complaint  was  to  t>e  submitted  to  the  manit- 
facturera  themselvea,  who  were  of  all  other 
persons  the  most  deeply  interested  in  petp^- 
ating  the  system  of  which  be  complained.  He 
womd  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania himself  to  say  whether  the  people  of  the 
South  oucbt  to  feel  satisfied  with  auch  a  prepo- 
sition. Were  they  not  entitled  at  least  to  be 
heard  by  an  impartial  tribunal  in  a  caose  od 
which  their  most  vital  interests— on  which,  in 
fact,  their  all  depended. 

Mr.  B.  said  nis  object  waa  very  far  from 
being  toezcite  unpleasant  feelings.  He  tnuifd, 
that  in  the  burned  observations  be  had  sub- 
mitted, there  bad  been  nothing  to  prodnoesoch 
an  effect.  His  object  bad  been  to  call  ool  the 
generous  feelings — no— the  jtist  feelings  of  the 
manufacturing  interest.  H«  asked  for  the 
memorialists  no  more  than  they  were  jnatly  en- 
titled to.  They  aaked  relief  in  respectful  lenns. 
Would  the  gentleman  consider  it  right,  in  his 
own  case,  to  be  sent  for  judgment  to  an  intfrest- 
ed  tribunal  t  North  Carolina  had  asked  nothing 
on  this  subject,  bnt  abe  was  deeply  interested  in 
the  adjustment  it  should  receive.  He  believed, 
as  verily  as  be  believed  any  thing  in  the  world, 
that  on  the  result  of  their  delibentions  on  that 
subject  hung  suspended  all  that  was  dear  to  the 
country.  We  forewarn  gentlemen  to  bevare. 
Let  them  look  in  time — the  spirit  which  had 
slumbered  so  long,  would  at  length  be  called 
into  action.  He  eonolnded  by  expressing  bi* 
hope  that  Congress  would  extend  to  the  people 
of  the  South  that  relief  to  which  they  belieted 
themselves  JDStly  entitled. 

Mr.  MtroHBLL,  of  Boutb  CaroUna,  said  that 
he  felt  personally  very  indifferent  to  which  of 
the  committees  this  memorial  ahoutd  be  re- 
ferred ;  but,  for  the  reasons  which  had  been 
already  stated,  he  could  not  but  consider  it  *s 
very  improper  that  it  should  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Uann&otores.    Be  bid  been 
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pwQj  astonished  at  some  of  lli«  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsjlvania,  (Ur.  Dmrr.) 

He  tbonght  that  the  tariff  had  been  professedly 
enacted  for  roTenne ;  he  had  been  in  that  House 
Thea  the  tariff  of  1828  was  enacted,  and  had 
heard  a  proposal  made  to  alter  its  title,  bf 
calliDg  it  a  bill  for  the  prot«ction  of  mannifao- 
tnras,  bnt  saoh  a  proposal  had  been  scouted; 
the  friends  of  the  law  denied  that  it  was  for 

ErotecCion,  and  said  it  was  for  rev^nae  onl;. 
[o  profesMtd  to  have  the  ntmost  oonfldenoe 
!d  the  Oomtnittoe  on  Uannfactnres,  who  he  did 
not  donbt  would  perform  their  duty  in  the  case, 
hot  Le  conld  not  bat  consider  the  other  eonrse 
U  every  way  more  proper, 

Hr.  BmoES  said  that  ho  did  not  rise  to  oppow 
the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  bat  to  express  his  hope 
that  tbe  gentleman  who  had  moved  the  amend- 
ment {Ur.  DimrT)  would  withdraw  his  motion. 
Ur.  B.  was  willing  that  those  who  said  they 
vere  aggrieved,  shonld  not  only  have  what 
they  wanted,  if  they  were  entitled  to  it,  but 
that  they  shonld  have  it  from  the  hands  at 
vhich  they  craved  it  He  did  not  think  the 
Honse  conld  ever  Ite  indnced  to  believe  that 
the  tariff  law  was  oppreiuiTe  and  rainons  in  its 
apeTStion  in  a  lar^  portion  of  the  Union, 
withont  having  the  eviaenne  sabmitted  to  them 
which  should  go  to  prove  that  anch  an  impres- 
■ion  was  something  more  than  mere  delusion. 
Be  had  no  belief  whatever  that  the  allegation  in 
the  memorial  conld,  by  any  oossibtlity,  be  sns- 
tained  to  the  eatiafaotion  of  tlie  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  any  human  being.  He  believed  the 
vhole  representation  there  made  as  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  delusion ;  yet  he  was  dia- 

rd  to  treat  it  with  respect,  so  mnoh  so  that 
WK  desirons  it  should  pass  under  that 
examination  which  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
sented the  paper  hod  himself  pointed  ont ;  and 
having  thus  satisfied  them  of  the  willingness  of 
that  House  to  treat  their  representations  in  a 
&ir  and  candid  manner,  he  would  leave  them 
no  cause  of  complaint  on  that  soore.  As  to  the 
conseqaences  which  had  been  threatened,  they 
might  come,  but  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
ev«r  voold.  He  never  would  believe  that  the 
people  of  the  Bouth  were  prepared  to  throw  up 
their  glorioDB  conatitution,  and  a  Union 
which  they  were  so  deeply  interested,  on 
gnmod  of  any  delusive  statement,  suoh  as  that 
in  the  memoriaL  Ha  would  not  believe  that 
tile  South  wonld,  at  this  time,  or  at  any  fntnre 
time,  wage  war  ogiuost  the  North  for  the  sake 
of  s  law  which  had  been  fairly  enacted  by  the 
uuOority,  and  the  effect  of  which  was,  while  it 

See  one  portion  of  the  country  a  market  at 
me,  to  give  to  the  other  a  market  abroad  and 
St  home  loo. 

Mr.  Cabsok  said  that  the  South  ought  donbl- 
!es9  to  feel  herself  much  indebted  bo  the  elo- 

Jneot  and  learned  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
>r  the  respect  he  had  shown  to  their  dela><ion. 
It  was  possible  that  they  mi^t  be  in  a  delnsion, 
but  he  wonld  put  it  to  the  good  sense  of  that 
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interested  Judge,  whether  delusion  or  self- 
interest  was  the  most  likely  to  lead  men  astray. 
There  was  mnch  trnth  and  wisdom  in  an  ex- 
pression used  by  the  father  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  flrom  Maasachngetta,  (Hr.  Aduis,) 
who  had  declared  interest  to  be  the  main  spring 
of  human  action ;  he  thought  that  maiim  wsa 
abundantly  exemplified  in  that  Hall.  With  all 
the  respect  professed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  laland  for  the  delusion  of  the  Sooth,  he 
might  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  manafaotorers  which  caused 
th«r  delusion.  It  was  not  to  be  presnmed  that 
the'  tax  payer  was  more  likely  to  be  deluded 
than  the  tax  receiver.  They  of  the  South  were 
the  tax  payers — nothing  coijd  be  more  plain  to 
all  disinterested  persons  than  that  position — bat 

Sersans  personally  interest«d  would  not  so 
ecide.  The  House  had  daily  too  many  proof^ 
to  the  contrary.  He  made  no  charge  agunst 
the  patriotism  of  gentlemen,  aldiongh  they 
seemed  to  think  it  patriotic  to  drain  money 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  ponr  it  into 
the  pockets  of  another.  The  people  of  the 
South  had  often  been  chidden  as  persons  com- 
plaining without  reason,  but  he  bad  hoped  that 
they  would  at  last  meet  with  a  fair  and  respect- 
ful hearing,  and  he  trusted  they  would  be 
spared  the  reproach  of  delusion,  in  however 
respectful  a  manner  the  reproach  had  been  con- 
veyed. 

Mr.  GrEBKTT  observed  that  the  House,  on 
Saturday  last,  bod  sustained  a  call  for  the 
previous  qoeation  in  reference  to  the  very  topio 
on  which  they  seemed  now  about  to  embark  in 
discussion,  and  he  had  understood  their  second- 
ing the  call  to  proceed  from  an  Lmpreasion 
that  it  was  ineipeiUent  to  discuss  at  this  time 
a  great  and  momentous  subject  which  was  soon 
to  come  regularly  before  the  House.  Every 
reason  that  influenced  tbe  decision  on  Satnrday, 
applied  to-day  with  all  its  force,  and  should  the 
debate  be  persisted  in,  it  would  at  least  lead  to 
nothing.  He  would  appeal  to  gentlemen 
on  both  sides  of  tbe  House  to  say  what  great 
good  they  could  obtain  by  carrying,  or  what 
great  evil  Uiey  conld  suffer  irom  losing,  the 
point  now  contended  for.  The  whole  subject 
of  the  tariff  had  in  one  of  its  aspects  been  very 
fully  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Maonfac- 
tures,  and  as  folly  in  another  view  of  it  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Why  should 
diey  continue  a  discussion  by  which  neither 
nde  would  he  advantaged  the  weight  of  a 
I    He  thought  the  subject  of  the  n 


while,  as  it  also  involved  a  great  question  Of 
finance,  it  might  without  impropriety  be  sent 
to  the  Ootomittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Aa 
one  friendly  to  the  interest  of  the  manufac- 
turers, he  was  willing  it  should  take  the  latter 
direction.  The  petition  proceeded  from  a 
source  which  he  was  always  inclined  to  regard 
with  the  grftotest  respect  It  came  from  the 
Legislature  of  one  of  the  States,  and  he  was 
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willioK  that  tbe  honorable  geatleman  who  bad 
been  tbe  organ  of  its  presentation  to  tbat  House, 
abonld  fn  itB  reference  oboosa  his  own  oommit- 
tM.  He  conld  not  see  that  any  interest  wonid 
be  in  the  slightest  degree  endangered  by  snch 
a  coarse,  and  be  boped  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsjivania  would  have  tbe  goodness  to  with- 
draw the  motion  be  bad  made.  He  was  de- 
giiroQB  tbe  Eonse  might  save  its  strength  until 
tlie  great  question  at  issue  should  be  diacnsaed 
upon  its  merits,  that  it  would  save  its  feelings 
from  tbe  irritation  produced  hj  snch  premature 
q>&rring,  and  that  gentlemen  on  both  udes 
would  save  their  ^ts  and  argomenta  from 
being  thus  Mttered  awaj  in  disputes  which  led 
to  nothing. 

Mr.  Dbnnt  said  that,  when  he  made  tbe  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Oommlttee 
on  Mannfaotures.  he  had  not  anticipated  any 
diaciuaion,  much  Ibbb  that  it  would  have  elicited 
remarka  of  such  a  character  as  those  which 
had  proceeded  from  the  gentleman  C^om  North 
Carolina,  (Ur.  BbjlnohO  It  seemed  that  the 
snbject  of  protecting  our  own  indnstrj  conld 
not  be  presented  in  an;  form,  but  there  must 
be  an  attempt  to  alarm  tbe  Houae,  and  the  flag 
of  diaanion  must  be  nnfolded  to  their  view. 
He  trusted  that  gentlemen  would  be  permitted 
to  decide  questions  in  that  Honse,  lairlj  and 
deliberately,  and  that  addresses  to  their  fears 
wonld  not  thus  be  indulged  in.  After  the 
remarka  which  had  fallen  from  the  friends  of 
the  protecting  system,  he  was  disposed  to  with- 
draw the  motion  he  bad  made,  but  he  trDsted 
that,  as  mnch  bad  been  sud  of  tbe  severe  db- 
tresa  experienced  at  the  8onth,  the  Eonse  wonld 
receive  on  tliat  subject  not  merely  allegations 
and  declamations,  bat  £»cta  also.  He  should 
withdraw  bis  amendment,  but  he  wished  tbe 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  onderstand 
that  it  was  not  from  any  regard  to  the  language 
of  menace. 

Ur.  Bk^nqh  rose  in  eiplaoation,  and  dis- 
avowed all  such  feelings  as  wonld  have  led  him 
to  language  of  menace.  He  hod  spoken  under 
the  embairaaament  incidental  to  his  sitnatlon, 
and  might  not  have  been  as  explicit  as  he 
desired  to  be.  Far  from  any  desire  to  menace 
gentlemen,  he  had  umed  at  calling  into  action 
only  their  generous  and  just  feelings.  He  had 
enaeavored  to  depict  the  fatal  consequences 
which  were  likely  to  result  from  a  persever- 
ance in  the  present  system.  There  was  nothing 
which  be  believed  more  firmly ;  and  all  he 
derired  was,  that  the  gentleman  shonld  look  at 
the  snlfject  m  all  its  bearinn,  and  meet  it  dis- 
lonately.  He  was  fully  aware  whom  be 
ressed.  He  knew  that  he  was  speaking  to 
men  as  independent  and  honorable  in  their  feel- 
ings as  any  at  the  South ;  men  who  were  not 
to  DB  influenced  by  any  apped  to  their  fears. 
but  who  conld  l>e  moved  only  by  oahn  ana 
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The  House  reeumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
resotntion  moved  by  Ur.  Boiiij>ar  on  the  ETth 
December  ult. ;  when 

Mr.  Ndokolis  beeged  leave  to  modify  the 
amendment  proposed  by  him  on  Saturday,  the 
Slst  instant,  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  BnwABT  on  tbe  same  day  to  tbe  aaid  reso- 
Intlon,  Bo  aa  that  his  said  amendment  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  And,  tlso,  whether  the  prioea  of  ortiela  not 
protected  in  this  coontrj  have  not  fallen  in  u 
equal  or  greater  ntio ;  whether  the  protected 
articles  have  not  fallen  fn  price  in  Europe  ic  u 
equd  or  greater  rado  than  in  this  country  vilhio 
the  same  period;  and  what  they  might  now  be 
puTchisecl  tor,  if  the  tariff  were  repealed." 

Tbe  previons  question  having  been  demanded 
and  seconded  on  Saturday  last,  it  was  accord- 
ingly put,  via:  "Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  pntt "  and  paaaed  in  the  affirmative — yew 
in,  nays  78 — thereby  cutting  off  the  pending 
amendments. 

The  main  question  was  then  accordingly  put, 
viz:  "  Will  the  House  agre^  to  the  said  reaoln- 
tion  ? "  which,  as  amended,  is  as  fbllows : 

"Ittteltitd,  That  the  Committee  on  HoDobaani 
ba  inslnieled  to  inquin  into,  and  report  U  tUi 
Hooae,  (if  tbey  poaaeii  the  infoimatioD,)  the  pne- 
tical  effect  of  (he  revenue  laws  upon  tbe  conmwree. 
■griculture,  and  maDufactiires  of  Ihii  coonlrTi 
deaigitatinE  the  maliner  in  which  the  mm  opoa 
whi^  the  duties  are  uaessed  is  made  up ;  and,  ilfo, 
the  percentage  assessed  apon  goods  aabjecl  to  Ibt 
equarc  yard  duty,  aad  whether  unj  goods  in  pro- 
hibited by  tbe  amonat  of  datJes;  also,  wbcilin 
frauds  are  not  perpetrated  in  the  impertltiDO  of 
goods,  aad  tbe  revenue  thereby  reduced,  and  h«« 
Buch  tnni»  nuy  b*  sappreased ;  alao,  wbeilwr  tk 
■tatnte  valne  of  tbe  pound  alarUng  oaght  not  W  b> 
to  modified  as  to  cooform  to  the  aoUnl  Tahe  in  da 
United  States;  and  to  aeeoupany  their  rqicirt,if 
they  ^all  make  one,  by  the  evidence  npMi  wUci 
it  sball  be  predicated." 

And  passed  in  the  afBrmative,  by  yeas  UT— 

TmsDAT,  January  S4. 
Coltmitaticn  qfPree  Slaei*. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  some  time 
since  by  Hr.  Jmata,  of  Uaryland,  came  17 
for  oomddenUion ; 

Suolvti,  That  a  committee  ba  appdoted  to 
luqoire  into  the  expediency  of  making  aa  in)"- 
priition  for  the  purpose  of  removing  frtwi  tl" 
United  Statea,  and  ber  terrilorico,  the  btt  peo^ 
of  color,  and  coloniiing  tbem  on  the  e«asl  of  Afi<<*i 
orelaawhere. 

Hr.  TnouPBoy,  of  Oeoma,  inquired  of  the 
Chair  whether  it  wonld  he  in  order  to  mora 
the  question  whether  the  House  wonld  cMffldcr 
the  resolution. 

The  BpxaKKR  replying  in  the  negative, 
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the  reoola^n  on  tbe  tftbla ;  bat  withdrew  hi 
motioD  fur  a  moment  at  tbe  request  of 

l£r.  ETxarn,  of  Masaachoaetts,  who  stated 
that  the  mover  of  the  reBolntion  had  ooDseuted 
to  iu  postpooemeDt  an  Uoadaj  last,  at  the  re- 
quest of  two  gentlemen  who  wished  time  to 
louk  into  the  snliject;  and  he  asked  whether  it 
vaa  proper,  nn&r  snch  circomstaooes,  to  la; 
it  00  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Alizandkk  renewing  his  motion. 

Hi.  Taoufaos,  of  Georgia,  demanded  that 
the  qaeation  be  taken  by  jesa  and  nays; 
«hich  waa  ordered,  and  re»alt«d  aa  follows — 
jeia  Tl,  nays  104. 

Hi.  Jknitkb  said  that,  when  the  rcMlation 
had  been  sabmitted  a  few  days  since,  and  a 
motion  made  by  a  gentleman  from  NortJi  Caro- 
hna  to  postpone  it  for  a  week,  he  had  nailer- 
etood  that  the  object  was  to  liave  it  at  that 
time  eonsidered  by  the  Boohb,  more  eroecially 
u  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  bad  wished  the 
postponement  had  expressed  his  intention  to 
move  a  snbstitnte  for  an  amendtnenL  Hr.  J. 
regretted,  now,  that  it  had  not  gone  to  a  com- 
mittee at  that  time,  who  would  have  presented 
tbe  House  with  their  views  on  the  subject,  and 
•  italemeat  of  tbe  facts  in  reference  to  it.  He 
iraa  aware  that  this  was  not  tbe  proper  time 
to  go,  on  a  mere  motion  of  reference,  either 
into  the  constitntional  question  or  tbe  qneetion 
of  expediency,  to  whioli  the  resolution  would 
Ditorally  lead.  The  resolntion  asked  for  a 
cnere  mqaiiy  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
wpropriation  of  money  for  the  colonization  of 
tue  free  people  of  color.  When  gentlemen 
looked  aronno,  and  saw  that  qoestion  agitated 
with  so  mnch  earnestnesB  and  anxiety,  not  only 
in  the  Stat«  he  had  tbe  hooor,  in  port,  to  rep- 
nsent,  bat  in  an  s^joiniag  Btate,  which,  next 
to  Uarylsnd,  had  tbe  deepest  stake  in  the  ques- 
tioD;  when  they  observed  that  it  was  openly 
discassed  in  all  ita  latitade  in  the  Leoislatores 
of  both  those  States,  it  really  seemed  to  him 
riognlar  that  any  gentieman  ahonld  be  afi-^ 
of  Ikaving  it  discussed  in  that  Hall.  It  was 
equslty  strange,  whether  gentlemen  came  from 
ilaveholding  or  fhim  non-slaveholding  States. 
Had  it  not  been  admitted  in  the  LcKislatures  of 
the  States  that  the  presence  of  the  free  colored 
population  was  a  ^eot  evil  I  And  ought  gen- 
tlemen to  be  afraid  of  investigating  the  means 
of  being  relieved  from  it  1  And  how  could 
mntlemen  who  oame  from  non-slaveholding 
otues,  while  they  constantly  muntained  that 
the  ooadition  of  the  whole  black  population 
ought  to  be  mitigated,  consistenUy  refuse  even 
the  iaqau7  how  such  a  result  might  be  effect- 
ed? In  looking  at  the  coustitutioo,  a  clause 
wu  fiiiiad  in  the  very  preamble  to  that  instru- 
nieut,  which  seemed  to  show  that  its  framers 
bad  es4t  an  eye  of  paternal  solicitude  towards 
a  Hate  of  things  like  the  present. 

One  of  the  objects  of  our  National  Union 
*as  declared  to  be  "the  promotion  of  domes- 
tic irsaqolUity."    Let  him  ask  whether  inch  a 


[H.or  R. 

clause  did  not  come  home  to  the  sabject  of  the 
resolution.  What  was  the  present  situation  of 
Maryland  in  relation  to  this  subject?  He 
would  speak  of  his  own  State,  because  he  was 
most  conversant  with  iti  condition.  Mr.  J. 
here  referred  to  the  numeroos  poblio  meetings 
in  various  parts  of  that  State,  and  to  one  espe- 
(Hally  held  within  his  own  district,  at  which 
certain  resolutions  had  been  adopted,  which  he 
read  to  tbe  House.  A  resolution  had  also  been 
introduoed  into  the  Maryland  Senate,  recom- 
mending an  appropriation  by  Oongrees  for  col- 
onizing the  free  colored  populatioa ;  and  that^ 
if  this  should  l>e  deemed  by  Coiurreas  unoonsti- 
tntional,  then  the  previous  steps^ould  be  taken 
to  get  the  ooustitation  so  amended  as  to  permit 
it.  Under  ciroumstances  like  these,  ousht  a  rea- 
olution,  such  as  that  he  had  had  the  honor  to 
present,  to  be  refDsed  even  a  consideration  f 
He  believed  it  accorded  not  only  with  the  fed- 
ing  existing  in  Maryhuid,  but  in  all  the  other 
elaveholding  States.  If  gentlemen  had  doubts 
on  tbe  constitutional  question,  or  the  qnestion  of 
expediency,  why  refuse  to  submit  l£e  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  a  committee )  Was  this 
a  question  Congress  ought  to  ref^ise  to  exam- 
ine I  or  was  this  the  time  at  which  its  conud- 
eration  ought  to  be  refused  ?  If  gentlemen  of 
philanthropic  sentiments  and  views  ever  in- 
tended to  press  tiie  subject,  he  could  say  to 
them  emphatically,  "  Now  is  the  accepted 
time."  Tne  aoxietiee  of  society  were  roused 
to  the  subject.  Ur.  J.  sud  he  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  slaveholdiog  State,  and  was,  in 
addition,  himself  a  slave  owner.  He  had  no 
fears  as  to  tbe  effect  of  stirring  such  a  question, 
either  on  the  safety  of  the  Union,  or  of  the 
sleveholding  States ;  and  both  the  free  and  the 
slave  popaktion  were  alike  interested  in  the 
result.  The  effect  of  snch  a  measure,  if  re- 
solved on,  would  be  beneficial  to  the  slave ;  . 
inasmuch  as  it  was  the  preeenoe  and  vicinity  of 
this  free  colored  population,  which  rendered  it 
necessary  to  draw  closer  the  bands  of  discipline 
over  him.  Would  not  gentlemen  willinglv  be 
freed  from  such  an  evil  7  It  was  admitted  on 
all  hands  that  free  blacks  lu  the  slave  State* 
were  and  must  be  among  the  most  debased 
and  wicked  of  the  human  raee.  They  possessed 
no  place  which  they  conid  call  their  home. 
The  law,  indeed,  recognized  them  as  free  per- 
sons; bat  were  they  so  iu  taut  and  in  truth  t 
What  had  they  in  common  with  freemen  be- 
sides mere  existence)  Bid  it  not  become 
American  statesmen  to  take  measures  for  the 
amelioration  of  their  condition  I  The  evil  was 
one  of  tbe  greatest,  aa  well  to  themselves  as  to 
others,  which  oonld  exist  in  any  community; 
and  it  ought,  if  practicable,  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  OoKB,  of  Virginia,  said  that,  on  hearing 
the  resolution  read,  he  perceived  its  tendency 
went  further  than  he  haa  supposed  when  it  had 
£rst  been  introduced,  and  he  could  not  but  say 
that  he  considered  its  introduction  into  the 
Honse  as  a  great  enl.  The  honorable  Motle- 
man  who  h^  moved  it  migfat  be  JosUled  in 
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foro  eotmUntia,  haring  probabi;  been  ur^ 
on  b7  the  exdtement  euating  in  hU  own  8tat«, 
and  knowing  no  means  to  allaj  it  but  the 
ooone  he  had  pnrBaed,  Though  he  felt  in- 
olined  to  acquit  the  gentleman  from  that  an 

S'or  he  ooold  applj  no  lighter  term)  of  intro- 
■uung  moh  a  queeUon  at  such  a  time,  ;et  there 
were  many  conuderaUonB  which  ought  to  have 
led  him  to  a  different  courae.  The  gentleman 
Imd  ar^ed  the  constitutional  qneation  confess- 
edly involved  in  the  proposed  measnre,  but 
hsu  not  touched  the  question  of  eipedienoy, 
nor  indeed  sud  a  ungle  word  on  the  real  snb- 
ject  of  the  reeolntion.  The  gentleman  might 
ta^B  his  choice  of  either  question;  he  was 
readj  to  meet  the  discussion  whenever  the  gen- 
tleman should  choose  to  enter  npon  it. 

As  to  the  oonstitntional  qneetion,  did  not 
everybody  see  that  this  Qovemmeut  posaeflflcd 


more  !  A  oorps  of  topographioal  engineers  bad 
been  appointed  to  march  in  advance  of  our 
armies  in  time  of  war ;  and  that  anthority  had 
been  perverted  in  a  manner  to  promote  the 
purposes  of  gentlemen  favorable  to  the  sobeme 
of  internal  improvement.  Was  that  all !  Did 
not  the  grasp  of  the  Government  extend  itaelf 
In  every  direction  t  Was  it  not  contended  that, 
under  the  clause  which  gave  Congress  power 
to  regulate  commerce,  (ingress  might  do  al- 
most whatever  it  pleased  to  asanme  to  be  ex- 
pedient t  He  asked,  in  the  name  of  humanity, 
what  right  was  possessed  by  that  House  to 
tear  the  free  colored  people  from  their  rela- 
tives, and  all  the  ties  which  bound  them  to 
their  residence,  and  locate  them  in  a  land  alien 
to  all  their  feelings  and  affections  I  Was  it 
humanity  which  led  the  steps  of  gentlemen  in 
■nbjeoting  to  certain  punishment,  and  even  to 
deMh  itedf^  these  very  people  ? 

But  the  gentleman  from  Uaryland  had  asked 
whether  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power  to 
make  sncb  an  appropriation ;  and  be  had  look- 
ed for  an  answer  into  the  preamble  of  the 
oonatitation — that  sacred  instrument,  whose 
provisions  fae  deured  neither  to  diminish  nor 
enlarge ;  and  there  the  gentleman  had  discov- 
ered that  one  of  the  pnrposea  for  which  it  had 
been  framed  was  "to  ensure  domestic  tran- 
quillity." The  gentleman  might  as  well  have 
Inferred  from  that  clause  that  Congress  had 
power  to  interfere  with  the  minutest  regnla- 
tions  of  the  police  of  the  States  on  the  subject 
oir  the  transportation  of  commodities,  as  that  it 
possessed  the  power  to  transport  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  But  the  gentleman  desired  that  the 
oonstitational  question  sbonld  be  deferred  until 
the  House  should  have  heard  the  report  of  a 
committee :  well,  he  was  willing  to  wait  till 
then:  but  if  the  gentleman  was  diqiosed  to 
arjpie  the  question  at  this  time,  he  would  find 
a  sufficient  number  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor 
abundantly  prepared  to  argue  that  question 
with  sucoees.    "iha  gentleman  had  been  induced 


to  move  his  resolution  by  motives  of  hnmonit;: 
bnt  would  not  hnniaiuty  have  pointed  oat  toins 
place  to  which  those  poor  wanoering  Jews  wcrs 
to  he  sentl  The  only  designation  of  their  asf- 
Inm,  expressed  in  the  resolution,  was  "  Africa 
or  ^BBwhere."  Great  God  I  exdumed  Ur.  (X, 
are  the  terrors  which  prevail  on  tliis  subject 
BO  wild  that  we  mnst  get  rid  of  onr  free  blacks 
'  all  cost  and  all  hazvd,  both  to  them  and  to 


men  that  their  fear  is  a  mistaken  one.  And  I 
appeal  to  the  history  of  my  own  Stat«  in  prottf 
that  there  never  has  been  one  period  in  ber 
past  eiperienoe  at  which  she  had  any  thing  to 
fear  from  her  free  black  population,  and  oo 
more  from  her  slaves.  For  all  aoqnuDtanea 
with  the  general  sabject,  ilr.  C.  possessed  th* 
same  advantages  as  the  gentleman  from  Kaiy- 
land ;  fae  was  the  representative  of  a  slaveLoU- 
iug  State,  and  himself  the  owner  of  sUvei; 
and  he  slept  with  as  much  setmrity  in  the  midft 
of  the  slaves  on  his  plantation,  as  if  be  bid 
been  himself  a  puffing  director  of  a  certaia  so- 
ciety. All  that  was  needed  to  ensure  the  safety 
of  a  slave  owner,  was  kindness  and  prM«r  dis- 
cipline. He  could  assnre  gentlemen  that  the 
slave,  however  low  his  condition,  was  not  d«*d 
to  the  sentiment  of  gratitnde.  Viigiuia  bod 
been  settled  for  two  centuries,  and  bow  many 
insurrections  had  she  witnessed !  Ou*  in 
Southampton  ;  and  that  originated,  carried  on, 
and  terminated  by  the  death  of  a  religions  ta- 
natio,  who,  with  all  his  efforts,  had  been  ible 
to  get  bnt  thirty  or  forty  followers  Thejr  bad 
pud  on  the  gibbet  the  forfeit  of  tfaeii  crim^ 
and  there  was  an  end  of  the  affair,  Hsiiad 
not  the  slightest  apprehennon  of  witnewng 
another. 

The    House  went   into  Committea  of  tl« 
Whole,  and  took  np  the 

Apptrticnmtnt  Bill. 
Mr.  Watdx,  of  Georgia,  took  the  flo«  i° 
snpport  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bt^Baasn,  (lo 
substitute  forty-four  for  forty-eight,)  and  o«ai- 
pied  it  until  a  late  hour ;  when  he  gave  ts; 
fiK'  a  motion  to  rise. 


WlDmsDAT,  January  25. 
Apportiontnent  Sili. 
Mr.  EowABD.  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  u 
amendment  which  he  f^t  constrained  to  dkt, 
however  reluctant  to  detain  the  committ««-  B* 
then  moved  to  strike  ont  the  3d,  and  insert  tbc 
6th  of  March,  in  the  bill;  the  effect  of  .vbtcli 
amendment,  if  adopted,  woold  he  to  give  to  tL« 
several  States  at  the  next  Preeideatial  elKtion 
the  weight  they  possens  at  preeeoi,  and  aut 
that  to  which  they  will  bo  entitled  and«r  tu 
new  census. 
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Tbcbsdat,  Jtmnary  26. 
Apportitmmmt  BUI 

Yt.  Eowabd  laid,  tb&t,  before  calling  the  Bt- 
tention  or  the  comntittee  to  that  oUatw  of  the 
eODttitutioii,  apoD  the  true  constrQCtion  of  which 
the  decision  of  the  present  motion  depended, 
there  were  one  or  two  •prelimin&rf  remarks 
that  he  wished  to  make,  in  Justice  to  bimsell^ 
and  to  the  point  he  had  bronsht  forward  for 
eoosideration.  He  wished  to  ilisavow,  in  the 
first  place,  any  nnb'iend];  feeling  towards  those 
rapidlf  increaaing  Western  States  that  would 
be  chiefly  benefited  bj  an  increased  number  of 
the  members  of  tbis  Honse,  and,  of  coarse, 
ihsre  most  largely  in  the  corresponding  tn- 
crease  of  electoral  votei  tor  President  which 
tlie  hilt,  in  its  present  shape,  would  give  them. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  refbr  to  tbe  votes 
which  he  had  ^ren  «rer  idnoe  he  bad  the 
honor  of  a  mat  in  tbis  body,  to  manifest  the 
interest  which  he  took  in  their  prosperity,  and 
bis  willingness  to  promote  it  upon  every  ooca- 
■ioD.  The  people  of  those  States  were  iden- 
tical with  toe  people  of  the  Atlantic  border ; 
tnd  whatever  might  be  the  state  of  feeling  at 
some  far  distant  day,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
thst  an;  other  than  a  common  feeling  of  affec- 
tion and  interest  would  prevail  when  the  orig- 
inal emigrants  who  settled  that  conntrr  had 
not  yet  passed  away,  Ijooking  forward  to  a 
(till  closer  connection  than  even  now  prevailed, 
tbe  inhabitants  on  this  side  of  the  monntaina 
were  pushing  forward  works  of  improve- 
nieoC  in  every  direction,  to  act  hereafter 
as  additional  ligaments  to  bind  together  In 
tighter  ixinds  or  union  these  sections  of  onr 
flommnn  conntry.  In  mwntoining,  therefore, 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  State  which  he 
had  tbe  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  and  which 
she  possessed  in  common  with  other  States: 
in  resisUng  a  species  of  legislation  which  wonld 
pat  these  oar  children  ioto  poasesstoa  of  the 
ri^ts  of  their  ancestors,  which  they  wonld  re- 
ceive by  inheritance  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  things,  bnt  which  tber  ought  not  to  claim 
whilst  that  ancestor  is  alive  and  vigorous,  he 
trusted  that  no  one  wonld  aocnse  him  of  a  de- 
sire U}  retard  the  advancement  of  those  inter- 
esting and  growing  communities.  He  diaeltim- 
ed  every  feeling  of  the  kind. 

What,  then,  is  the  question  that  presents 
itself?  The  second  section  of  the  second  art!' 
cle  of  the  constitution  says ;  "  Each  State  shall 
wpoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature 
thereof  miy  direct,  a  number  of  electors  eqn^ 
to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Sepre- 
sentatdves  to  which  the  State  may  be  entitled 
in  the  Congress." 

What  kind  of  title  is  here  meant  ?  The  bill 
proposed  is  to  go  into  effect  on  the  8d  of  March, 
1B33,  and  the  appointment  of  electors  is  to  be 
mode  in  the  faU  of  1BS2.  The  act  of  1793  de- 
clares that  the  number  to  be  appointed  shall  be 
that  to  which  the  State  shall  be  entitled  on  the 
day  when  the  President,  so  to  be  elected,  shall  go 


into  office,  viz.  4th  March,  This  bill,  then  be- 
coming operative  on  the  8d  March,  will  have 
t>een  the  law  for  one  day,  and  thns  the  act  of 
1793  requires  the  adopUon  of  the  numbers  to 
which  the  States  shuU  have  been  entitled  for 
that  one  day.  It  is  somewhat  lungular,  that 
although  this  bill  is  not  to  commence  its  bind- 
ing force  until  the  Sd  March,  1688,  yet,  unless 
the  amendment  be  adopted,  it  is  called  into  a 
premature  existence  by  virtne  of  an  old  act, 
and  compelled  to  antedate  itself  nearly  six 
months,  and  to  become  effective  long  beforo 
the  period  assigned  by  the  House  for  its  com- 
menoement.  The  States  will  have,  daring  next 
fall,  two  titles  to  representation,  one  in  pos- 
session, and  tbe  other  in  revernon.  Which 
one  of  these  does  the  constitation  contemplate? 
Thst  of  which  she  is  in  the  full,  peaceable,  and 
indisputable  emoyment,  or  that  which  is  con- 
tingent and  liable  to  1>e  changed  at  the  second 
session  of  this  very  Congress  t  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  only  intelligible  gnide  ia,  for  Uie  State 
to  look  to  the  representation  that  she  has  at 
the  time  when  ahe  makes  the  appointment. 
Maryland,  for  example,  has  now  nine  mwnbera 
of  this  House,  and  will  continue  to  have  for  four- 
teen months  to  come ;  but  if  the  ratio  of  forty- 
eight  thousand  be  adopted,  of  which  the  vote 
of  yesterday  seems  decisive,  she  will,  at  a  fu- 
ture day,  be  entitled  only  to  eight.  Is  it  a  suf- 
ficient answer  to  her  claim  to  nine  votes  in  the 
electoral  college  for  ber  represeotBtion  here,  to 
say,  that  because  at  some  remote  period  she 
sbidi  be  cnrtailed  to  eight,  therefore  she  shall 
not  enjoy  the  influence  which  nine  wonld  give 
her  up  to  the  arrivd  of  that  distant  akj  I 
Sbonla  a  voter  present  himself  at  the  polls  to 
vote  for  a  member  of  this  House,  who  was  ill 
of  a  mortal  disease,  wonld  it  be  aufflcient  to  tell 
him  that  he  wonld  be  dead  befiH«  the  member 
elected  could  enter  upon  the  daties  of  his  office, 
and  therefore  be  ooald  not  vote  t  or,  taking  tbe 
case  of  those  States  who  are  to  gain  in  tbe  rep- 
resentation, wonld  it  be  suffldent  to  say  to  ta 
inhabitant  of  Virginia  (where,  I  believe,  they 
still  require  a  freehold  qualification,)  who  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  polls  with  a  deed  in  his 
hand,  which  a  friend  had  promised  to  esecate 
at  a  future  day,  that  his  right  of  snfl^age  was 
perfect  ?  No,  sir,  you  can  only  look  to  the  rit- 
uation  of  the  voter  at  the  time  when  be  gives 
his  vote ;  and  in  tbe  election  of  a  President  of 
this  nation,  the  Stated,  acting  for  their  people, 
and  through  their  colleges,  are  so  many  voters. 
What  a  smgular  spectacle  will  be  presented 
when  the  representatives  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
shall  be  colled  upon  to  witness  the  counting  of 
the  electoral  voles  I  They  will  see  an  opera- 
tion in  political  surgery  performed  by  the  sev- 
erance of  a  limb  from  each  of  those  States,  and 
by  means  of  some  powerfal  cerate  the  limb  will 
be  restored  to  its  place  on  the  next  day,  and 
those  very  States  walk  into  the  Hall  in  fall 
proportions,  to  exercise  their  legislative  func- 
tions.    By  what  authority  do  we  legislate  & 
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diffbrence  between  the  weight  of  a  State  in  the 
exeoQtive  aad  lesi^Btive  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Union  t  Is  not  the  former  as 
dear  to  her  oa  the  latter  I  Either  the  number 
of  members  upon  thu  floor  mnst  be  instantly 
eart^led,  or  the  uamber  of  electoral  TOt«s  cor- 
respond with  those  members,  or  there  mnst  be 
a  difference  between  the  influence  of  a  Btate  in 
the  eieontiTe  and  l^slative  branches.  I  den; 
that  any  snch  difference  existE — I  denf  that 
an;  State  in  this  Union  is  more  willing  to  part 
with  her  constitutional  control  orer  the  one 
than  over  the  other.  What  is  the  reason  given 
for  the  proposed  legislation  ?  It  is,  that  the 
President  will  eome  into  power  with  a  Oon- 
greea  elected  upon  the  new  apportionment,  and, 
therefore,  he  onght  to  be  so  elected,  also.  This 
might  have  been  a  good  reason  for  making  the 
oonstitntion  different  from  what  it  is,  bat  it  ia 
not  Bnfficient  to  divest  a  State  of  the  right 
which  she  has  acquired  b;  compromise  in  the 
oonfederac;.  I  contend  Uiat  ber  representa- 
tion, in  an  its  branches,  mnst  exist  until 
changed  b;  a  new  apportionment.  It  is  a  sac- 
cession  of  (to  use  a  word  coined  either  for  or 
bj  this  House)  political  minimnms;  the  duty 
romuns  up  to  a  certain  point,  and  then  changes 
at  once.  As  long  as  her  power  remuns,  tiie 
has  a  riglit  to  exercise  it ;  and  if  the  selection 
of  the  indivtdnal  who  is  to  ooonpy  the  Presi- 
dential chair  maj  possibl;  be  determined  by 
the  admission  or  rejection  of  the  right  now  in 
question,  how  can  it  more  deeply  affect  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation  than  laws  which  may  be 
enacted  to  last  for  half  a  eentnry  t  Maryland 
has  now  eleven  votes  oi(t  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty-one ;  yon  rropose  to  allow  her  ten  ont  of 
two  hundred  ana  eighty-flve,  becanse  the  effect 
of  her  vote  is  to  be  felt  for  foar  years,  and  yet 
you  continne,  afl«r  scoh  cnrtailment,  to  allow 
her  nine  votes  in  this  House  npon  thepaaaage 
of  laws.  Suppose,  for  example,  (and  I  am 
almost  afraid  to  nse  an  illustration  which  may 
possibly,  bnt  which  T  hope  will  not  he  misun- 
derstood,) that  after  yon  had  witnessed  her  ten 
votos  counted  before  you,  reduced  to  ten,  be- 
canse the  influence  of  the  vote  was  to  com- 
mence in  two  months  thereafter,  and  he  con- 
tinued for  four  years,  it  ahonld  so  happen  that 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
should  be  renewed  for  fifteen  years,  and  be  car- 
ried by  that  very  one  vote  which  yon  hod  pre- 
vious^ r^ected :  woold  not  this  demonatxate 
the  Dtler  inconsistency  of  yonr  legislation,  in 
denying  her  fair  proportion  in  one  branch  of 
the  Government,  while  yon  snffer  it  to  remain 
entire  in  the  othert  I  use  the  case  for  illustra- 
tion merely. 

llr.  Crawfobd,  of  Pennsylvania,  said :  That 
proposition  is,  in  my  judgment,  so  exception- 
able as  to  justify,  if  not  to  call  for,  some  ex- 
preasion  of  my  dissent  from  it  I  am  sure  noth- 
ing is  further  from  his  sentiments — nothing 
was  more  distant  from  his  thoughts  or  inten- 
tions ;  for  there  is  no  man  in  this  House  or  out 
of  1^  in  whose  patriotism  or  purity  I  have 


more  entire  confidence;  and  if  proof  of  dtber 
were  wanting,  the  (act  that,  if  it  iheold  U 
adopted,  his  amendment  would  operate  tpisat 
his  political  Mends,  furnishes  it.  Bat  my  boa- 
orable  fHend  will,  I  trust,  pardon  me  when  I 
say  that  his  propoutioa  strikes  me  as  being  tt 


this  House  cannot  afflnn  withont  doing  viulenea 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  stoue  laid  in  yonr  political  edijce  ii 
popular  sovereignty — that  each  citizen  habls 
to  be  operated  upcoi  in  his  interests  or  pusui 
by  your  legislative  or  executive  offioera,  ihsU, 
eut^ect  to  Buch  State  regulation  as  mii  eiitt, 
have  a  voioe,  mediately  or  directly,  in  their  w- 
lection.  Who  chooses  the  Preetdent  of  rlw 
United  States?  The  people  uf  the  United 
States.  I  would  ask  tLen  if  the  oboice  of  a 
Ohief  Magistrate  shall  be  eSboted  acoMdiag  to 
the  apportionment  under  the  census  of  18X1^  if 
his  election  will  not  have  been  virtually  the  set 
of  something  less  than  nine  millions  of  lederal 
population,  instead  of  that  of  the  twelve  nQ- 
tions  or  thereabout*  who  have  been  laMy  u- 
oertained  to  be  in  the  United  ^atca,  andwba 
have  now  a  right  to  participate  in  the  eiernw 
of  this  the  highest  of  aU  civil  rights.  !tw  ii 
this,  perhaps  although  bad,  the  worst  featira 
in  this  amendment ;  for,  while  its  opentiog 
will  be  reatrlotive,  it  wilt  be  most  lUMqnil; 
while  it  retains  to  one — to  several  Btit«>,  fiwr 
I  believe,  a  vote  more  respectively  than  tbej 


can  soon  clum,  it  will  depnve  othtn,  no  fewer 
than  deven,  of  not  less  than  twenty-eight  TOte^ 
Suppose  we  take  48,000  as  the  stsnditd  nam- 
her— I  take  it  becanse  it  is  most  likely  to  be 
fixed  on  here ;  bnt  whether  or  not,  it  will  *»- 
swer  my  present  purpose :  New  Hanii«liif^ 
Massachusetts,  Man'land,  and  Virginia  will 
each  lose  a  vote.  Now,  rir,  I  admit  this  ii  ta 
be  regretted.  I  am  aa  unwilling  at  any  gentle- 
man to  do  them  an  unkind  act,  still  mora  t 
seeming  wrong ;  but  I  never  can  oonseol  to 
preserve  the  political  w^ht  they  have  hith- 
erto enjoyed  at  the  expense  of  other  Stitea 
Look  at  it,  rir :  to  retain  these  four  votes  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  tram  Maryland  pro- 
poses, by  postponing  the  operation  of  the  new 
apportionment  to  the  6th  day  of  March,  lUl; 
what  must  yon  sacriBoe  t  One  vote  in  Msina, 
five  In  New  York,  two  in  PennsjlTaaia,  Me 
in  Georgia,  four  in  Tennessee,  five  in  Ohio, 
four  in  Indiana,  ofle  in  MisMssippi,  two  io  Illi- 
nois, one  in  Missouri,  and  two  in  AIabaiiu-|- 
twenty-eight  in  all  1  Sir,  with  all  my  g«o- 
tnde  for  iJew  England  daring  and  fimuiMS,  st 
the  birth  of  this  nation ;  with  all  my  •••'^ 
for  her  public  and  private  morality ;  and  with 
all  mj  respect  and  admiration  for  her  ij"^""? 
tions,  political,  socid,  and  literary;  with  sJ 
my  kind  feeUng  for  Maryland,  the  adjwsi^ 
neighbor  of  my  native  State,  her  interwti  »1- 
most  identical  witli  onia,  and  the  inteiligm* 
and  enterprise  of  whose  dtizens  are  de^v"*! 
of  the  highcM  oommendatioD  j  with  sU  ibj 
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reneratiaii  for  YirginiB,  which,  differing  from 
her  disttngaished  mdb,  hi  we  do,  on  many  im- 
portuit  aneidons,  we  still  remember  u  the 
plwe  of  Wuhington'B,  and  of  JefferMn's,  and  of 
kadigon'a,  and  trf'  Monro«'ii  nativity,  and  that  of 
Ibeir  nioMSMn  who  now  worthily  fill  their 
placM  here,  and  as  the  soil  ont  of  which  spring 
«ome  ot  the  moot  Talned  principles  of  free  Oot- 
emment,  I  cannot  consent  to  the  sacrifiee.  The 
entire  population  of  these  United  States  are 
the  electors  of  our  Chief  Magistrate ;  it  is  im- 
posnhle  yon  ean  preserve  the  spirit  of  oar  iusU- 
tDtiona  wilhoot  legidating  so  as  t«  enable  them 
to  prooBMl  t«  the  ohoioe.  What,  sir,  to  ret^n 
to  four  Statoa  not  a  twelfth  part  of  Qieir  r^>re- 
sentation  in  the  electoral  colleges,  jon  wonld 
take  from  eloTen  others  more  than  a  fifth  of 
what  properly,  and  eonatitnljonally  belongs  to 
them— never  1 

llr.  Kksk,  of  Ifaryland,  went  into  a  constl- 
tntional  argnment  to  show  that  the  exercise  of 
the  eo-ordinate  powers  of  the  execntive  and 
legislative  departments  of  the  Government 
were  dedgnea  to  commence  simoltaneonelj, 
and  that  the  moment  any  eensna  or  actual 
eanmeratim  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
i^reeably  to  the  federal  nnmberv,  was  perfected 
uaia  an  act  of  OoDgreu  passed  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  relative  power  and  right  of  represen- 
tation of  the  Stat«e  at  once  arose,  and  adhered 
to  them  by  force  of  the  oonstitntion  itself,  and 
oonld  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished.  Sir, 
mid  Mr.  K.,  this  constitutioa  was  the  result  of 
great  and  anxioos  deliberation — attended  with 
Tist  donbts  and  diffioolties — and  it  was  em- 
ph^cslly  a  compromise ;  and  the  basis  of  that 
ootnpromtse  was  the  adjustment  of  this  very 
point  of  the  relative  weight  of  the  8tat«s  in- 
cluded within  this  Union,  agreeably  to  the  fed- 
ertl  ennmeration  prescribed.  In  the  second 
tecCioD  of  the  first  artide  of  the  constitotion,  it 
is  declared  that  repreeentsiives  shall  be  ap- 
pdnted  among  the  several  States  scoording  to 
their  respective  nnmbers,  to  be  estimated  from 
partitmUr  descriptions  of  persons;  and  this 
actual  ennmeration  is  imperatively  enjoioed  to 
be  made  within  three  years  after  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  first  Congress,  and  within  every  sob- 
■eqaent  period  of  ten  years.  This  has  hap- 
pened, by  the  operation  of  the  first  apportion- 
tnent  act,  to  fall  npou  or  to  be  limited  to  the 
Bd  day  of  March  of  every  tenth  year,  from  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1798 ;  so  Mr.  K.  insisted  that, 
after  the  aetnal  ennmeration  has  been  maoe 
sgreeably  to  a  law  of  Congress  passed  for  the 
parpa>e,  the  States  were  entitled  to  have  re- 
spectively representatives  in  Congress  propor- 
tionate to  their  federal  nnmbers,  so  smwrtuned. 
Yon  may  assame  what  ratio  yon  please,  said 
Mr.  K.'  bnt  yonr  apportionment  mnst  be  so- 
mrding  to  tbe  respective  nnmbers  whioh  the 
Btatcs  tlien  have.  You  cannot,  sir,  postpona' 
the  operation  of  this  constitutional  proviaion ; 
snd  IS  it  is  expressly  also  provided  that  each 
Btate  shall  appoint  as  many  electors  of  Presi- 
ilsot  snd  Vioe  President  as  shall  be  equal  to 
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the  whole  nomber  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives to  which  she  U  entitled,  the  relative 
wei^t  of  the  States,  in  the  next  election  of  a 
President,  is  eqnally  and  as  uuchaiiKeHbly  fixed 
by  this  actual  ennmeriition.  Thus,  Mr.  K.  con^ 
tended,  the  conatitntion  itself  clearly  establish- 
ed the  point,  tndepcndeotly  of  tlie  contempo- 
rary construction  which  had  been  given  to  '' 
by  the  act  of  1TB2,  referred  to  by  the  gentli 
man  from  Tennessee,  and  to  which  Mr.  E.s 
own  attention  bad  been  drawn  on  the  preced- 
ing evening.  By  this  constmctlon,  he  smd,  the 
designed  harmony  of  the  system  was  preserved, 
whilst  two  of  the  great  co-ordinate  powers  of 
the  Government  wonld  be  ^ways  simultaneoos- 
ly  set  in  motion.  Ee  stood,  he  said,  for  bis 
construction,  upon  the  langnsffe  of  the  consU- 
tntion  itself,  though  it  was  doobtloss  confirmed 
in  his  mind  by  the  acts  of  those  distingnislied 
men  who  were  in  the  Congress  which  pa^ed  the 
law  of  1793,  some  of  whom  hod  been  members 
of  the  convention,  and  by  the  uniform  course 
and  practice  of  the  Qovemment,  as  traced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

FninAT,  January  ST. 
Oolonitinff  Frt»  Bladct. 
The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Jm- 
iriH,  eame  up  for  eonsideration : 

Kfolved,  Th&t  a  Select  CominiUce  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makiog  an  sppro- 
priitioD  for  the  purpose  of  removing  from  the 
United  States,  and  ber  territories,  the  free  people  of 
color,  and  colonidiig  them  on  the  cosst  of  Africa 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Thohbox,  of 
Ohio,  to  amend  the  smd  resolation,  by  striking 
ont  alt  after  the  word  "Resolved,  and  insert- 
ing the  following : 

"Th&t  a  committee,  to  con^t  of  one  member 
from  e*cb  Stste,  be  appdeted  (o  take  Into  con- 
sideration the  constitutiooality  and  eipedleDOj  of 
procnring  by  purchase  or  cesuoo  a  soituble  qoan' 
tity  of  land  <>□  this  continent  or  some  other,  to  be 
appropriated  as  a  colony  and  an  asylum  for  all,  or 
■ucb  of  the  free  people  of  color,  in  these  Slstea,  as 
may  choose  to  go ;  to  which  they  may  imniediate]; 
or  grwliullf  be  removed,  as  necessity  may  require 
or  circnmstances  will  permit.  And  to  inquire  inm 
the  expediency  of  coptiBuing  the  present  or  eomo 
other  reasonable  rate  of  duties  on  importa,  for  a 
definite  term  of  years  after  the  existing  national 
debt  ehall  bare  been  eiliaguished,  to  constitute  a 
fund  for  the  payment  of  the  land  above  mentioned, 
should  it  be  purchased,  and  to  defray  tbe  expense 
ot  tbe  rcmora]  to,  and  the  support  and  protection 
of  that  unfortunate  race  of  beings  in  said  colony  for 
a  reasoaable  length  of  lime  i  and  that  said  commit- 
tee have  loare  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  Abobib,  of  Virginia,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  pronounced  ont  of  order,  but 
whioh  he  was  allowed  to  lay  on  the  table  and 
have  printed,  as  follows : 

JUuleed,  That  ■  Select  Committee  be  instractod 
to  inquire  into  the  expe<Uency  of  recommending 
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for  adoptlOTi  a.n  ftmendment  to  the  ConaUtuUoo  of 
the  United  Sutes,  bj  which  Ccagrew  >h^  hsre 
power  to  appropriate  the  rcTeaue  accruiDg  or  de- 
riT&ble  from  the  proceeds  of  the  ules  of  the  pablio 
Uods,  In  aid  of  the  conitractioa  of  Eucb  works  of 
inlernal  improvement  hb  m&j  be  ■uthoriied,  eom- 
meneed,  or  p&tromied  bj  the  States,  re«pectlTeIj, 
within  which  the  Mme  are  to  be  eieoutcd ;  and 
shall,  in  like  manner,  bare  power  to  appropriate 
the  ume  fund  of  revenue  in  aid  of  the  removal  of 
such  portions  of  the  colored  population  of  the  Bti  tea, 
aa  the?  ma^  respectively  ask  aid  io  removing,  on 
■uch  conditions,  and  to  snch  pUce,  aa  maj  be  mu- 
tnallj  agreed  on ;  for  which  purpose  CoagTMS  shall 
be  authoiiied  to  acquire  the  territory  it  may  con- 
rider  the  best  adapted  (o  the  object,  and  to  govern 
such  territory  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Teni- 
loriea  of  tbe  noitcd  Slates  are  now  goremcd,  for 
Buch  time  aa  the  occaaloD  for  which  it  shall  have 
been  obtained  may  require  i  after  which,  the  terri- 
tory shall  be  established  into  a  Slate,  which  shall 
be  declared,  or  into  several  States,  which  shall  be 
■occessively  declared,  independent  of  the  United 
BtatM,  neither  of  itbich  Sutes  shall,  in  any  event, 
or  at  anr  time,  be  admitted  Into  the  Uuon  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  THOXFSOit,  of  Georgia,  moved  on  amend- 
meDt  to  that  of  Mr.  Thomboii,  of  Ohio,  snbsti- 
tating;  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  atiil  Moans  for  b 
Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Book  now  moved  that  the  ooDsideration 
of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  tbe  2d  day  of 
December  nest,  (to  r^ect  it.) 

The  CsuB  decided  the  motion  to  be  oot  of 

Hr.  Olat,  of  AUbama,  moved  to  poatpoi 
tbe  eonudoration  to  the  1st  of  June  next,  and 
print  it, 

Od  this  motion  Ur.  Jesifkb  demanded  the 
jreos  and  naya,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  Ohaib  now  oorrected  the  decision 
lation  to  Mr.  Booh'b  motion  for  a  . 
meat,  to  tbe  2d  of  December,  and  received 
that  moUcHi. 

Mr.  CoEB,  of  Virginia,  said  he  ahontd  vote 
for  tbe  motion,  to  give  time    for   consider- 

Ur.  Vkbokb  advocated  the  refbrenoe  of  the 
anhject  to  a  Select  Uommlttee,  and  warned  its 
opponents  that  they  would  uot  get  rid  of  the 
question  by  a  postponement,  as  it  wouid  come 
np,  in  sntwUmoe,  on  tbe  cooaideration  of  vari- 
ons  memorials  now  in  the  hands  of  different 
members,  and  ready  to  be  presented. 

Mr.  Clat  nrged  the  propriety  of  w^ting  for 
some  enreswon  of  the  wishes  of  tbe  elave- 
holding  States. 

Mr.  Booh  said  his  ol^jeot  had  been  to  get  rid 
of  aa  anoecefisary  discnssion.  Tbe  saiyect  was 
new  ;  and  he  wished  to  learn  the  state  of  pab- 
lic  opinion. 

Mr.  Oaiisoit  thanked  Mr.  Boos  for  bis  mo- 
tion, as  going  to  avoid  a  sabject  oat  of  which 
no  good  woald  grow,  either  to  the  free  colored 
pecmle  or  the  nation. 

Mr.  Mkbokb  scouted  the  idea  that:  the  sub- 
ject was  new ;   and  referred  to  the  action  of 


tlie  Legislatures  of  a  nnmber  of  the  States  nrg- 
' —  '*  ipon  the  attention  of  Oougreea. 

Thomfsoii,  of  Georgia,  si^  tiie  noetd 


of  the  conntr7 ;  and,  therefore,  no  good  ocnld 
oome  of  disonariog  it  in  Congress  wliile  nradi 
evil  wonid  be  the  oonaeqnenoe. 

Mr.  JEHiran  replied ;  ci^ed  tbe  importanea 
of  the  subject ;  asked  where  it  should  bt  dis- 
cussed, if  uot  in  that  House.  He  qooted  a 
number  of  resolutionB  from  different  L^id*- 
turefl  on  the  subject,  and  referred  to  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  Treasary,  and  tbe  pn^Msed  re- 
duction of  duties,  aa  an  argument  against  poat- 


3K  it  npou  the  attention  of  Oougreea. 
Ur.  Thomfsoii,  of  Georgia,  si^  tiie  noen 
it^ect  had  been  a  hackneyed  one  in  bU  parts 


Amj/  DardMt  ffort. 

The  House  took  up  tbe  bill  for  tbe  rdief  of 
the  l^al  representatives  of  David  Dardin,  de- 
cease^ (to  make  omnpeiuation  for  a  botia 
oalled  RomnloB,  impressed  for  the  public  atr- 
vioe  during  the  revolutionary  war^  [Tb«  bill 
allowed  $1,S00  in  p^tnent  of  it.  It  cmtaiiMd, 
as  reported  from  the  committee,  a  elaose  alknr- 
ing  int«Teet  npon  the  stun  fh>m  the  tioM  of  ttM 
impressment  of  this  steed ;  but  that  pmnnon 
was  stricken  out  in  a  Committee  of  the  wbde 
House,  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  Wsmix/n,  of 
Ohio.] 

Tbe  bm,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Boer, 
of  New  York,  in  opposition  to  tha  olsim,  *h 
ordered  for  engrossment ;  [and,  on  a  nbM- 
quent  day,  was  passed  by  a  very  iarg»  miger- 
ity,  and  withont  a  diviaion.] 

TuuDiT,  January  81, 
Free  PeopU  of  Color. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Jmnm,  pn^xwDfi  *■ 
inquiry  on  tbe  sulyeet  of  removing  the  fm 
people  of  color  from  tbe  Qmted  States,  tod 
colonizing  Ihem  in  Africa,  or  elsewtMra,  him 
up  for  oousideration ;  and  the  question  beinf, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Booh,  to  postpone  lbs 
consideration  of  that  resolution  to  tbe  secooa 
Monday  in  December  next, 

Mr.  JsmraB  moved  that  the  reeolntion,  vitli 
the  amendments,  be  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee nused  on  the  memorial  from  Ksv  Jet- 


forpos^neroeut. 

llie  qneetkm  wai 
and  earned. 


then  pnt  on  tbe  rtference, 


A^^rtionmoit  Silt. 
The  apportionment  biU  next  came  op  for 
consideration ;  the  qoestiou  beieg  on  tbe  •»■ 
ti<m  of  Mr.  WiCKUFFB  to  amend  tiis  IhU  b; 
dmply  striking  therefrom  the  woids  "forty- 
Mr.  Blade,  of  Vermont^  s^  be  had  wslcW 
the  progress  of  this  debate  with  great  solici- 
tude. The  question  before  the  House  wss  ««•« 
grave  importance,  demanding  a  fn"  '^ 
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■nd  most  matora  ddibention.  Yet,  at  thU 
Btsoe  of  the  debate,  he  should  hardly  feel  hira- 
■df  jottiSed  in  Mking  the  indulgeDoe  of  the 
Honse,  bat  for  the  deep  ioterest  which  the 
State  of  Vermont  had  in  the  deoision  of  the 
qocation.  That  State  would  suffer  more  ^m  a 
ratio  of  48,000  than  any  other  State  in  Uie 
tjoion.  Indeed,  sir,  said  Hr.  S.,  ibe  will  have 
an  accunQlation  of  iofferiog.  In  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  oensns  of  1B20  ihe  lo«t  one 
member,  and  was  left  with  a  fkvction  of  8S,T64. 
Sow,  nnleaa  the  motion  to  Strike  ont  48,000 
from  thia  bill  prevul,  she  will  be  left  with  an 
mtrepreaented  fraction  of  40,667.  Dnt;  to  that 
State  demands  that  I  should  express  mj  views 
DQ  this  aabjeot,  and  I  b^  de  indnlgenoe  of  the 
House,  whUe,  as  brieSy  as  possible,  I  perform 
that  dot  J-. 

The  qaeetion  before  the  Hooa^  said  Mr.  S., 
b  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  whole  ooimtrj>, 
ll  Titellj'  affiMta  the  great  depository  of  the 
people's  power,  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives 
of  the  United  Stateo.  The  aet  jon  propoM  to 
pais  is  anomalons  in  its  oharaoter ;  operating, 
not,  as  do  most  of  jaut  taws,  npon  individoals, 
in  their  relations  to  each  other,,  and  to  the 
Ootemment,  bat  upon  large  and  distinct  maases 
of  this  great  commoDity,  and  r^nlating  the 
twlsnOB  of  power  between  the  different  por- 
tioDS  of  a  widelj  extended  oonfederacf .  It  is, 
indeed,  of  the  natare  of  a  l^damental  law — 
the  fonnatioQ,  in  fact,  of  a  oonstitntion  for  the 
next  ten  years ;  and  demands  the  exercise  of 
the  same  profound  wisdom,  and  the  same  spirit 
of  eompromise  and  conciliation  and  mntnal 
food  will,  which  marked  the  deliberations  of 
tfae  ftamers  of  the  federal  constitn^on. 

Sir,  I  am  in  &vor  of  striking  ont  48,000  from 
the  bill  on  your  table,  in  the  first  place,  be- 
cause that  number,  by  being  placed  there,  poa- 
seases  an  nndne  advantage  over  all  the  other 
onmben  which  may  be  proposed.  The  results 
of  the  Tarioos  propositions  which  have  been 
made  In  Oonunittee  of  the  Whole  to  strike  ont 
46,000,  and  insert  other  nnmlrars,  have  plainly 

Ced  this.  Each  propoution  has,  of  course, 
opposed  by  all  m  favor  of  any  other  nom- 
ber  than  the  one  contained  in  snoh  proposition. 
Thus,  by  a  encceesion  of  victories  over  other 
DDmbers  separately  proposed,  48,000  has  ac- 
quired an  importanoe  which  does  not  intrin- 
rieally  belong  to  it.  Its  strength  is  a  factitious 
strength. 

Bnt  !t  may  be  said  that  a  motion  has  been 
made  and  lost,  to  strike  out  48,000,  without  in- 
serting any  other  nnmber ;  and  that  this  is 
eooelosive  evidence  that  48,000  is  the  favorite 
Dumber.  Sir,  this  does  not  follow.  Upon  the 
rimple  motion  to  strike  ont,  all  in  favor  of  any 
other  nnmber  than  48,000  may  well  be  snp- 
poMd  to  have  voted  to  retain  it  in  the  bill,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  using  it  to  defeat,  in  detail, 
etery  pn>poMtion  to  insert  nnmijere  other  than 
their  favorite  ones.  And,  besides,  individuals 
eppoted  to  rednciiiK  the  representati<»i  of 
abode  Island  one-huf)  na  wonld  be  done  by 


maUBOI.  '        {H-owB. 

raldng  the  ratio  to  49,000,  may  have  opposed 
the  striking  ont  of  46,  through  an  apprehension 
that  the  bill,  nnencnmbered  witii  that  nam-    . 
ber,  might  finally  pose  with  a  ratio  exceeding 
46000. 

Sow,  sir,  is  it  not  obvions  that  an  undne  im- 
portance has  been  thus  given  to  the  deci«on  of 
the  committee  who  reported  this  billl  Why 
should  that  decision  have  snch  an  effect,  when, 
notwithstanding  the  intelligence  and  upright- 
ness of  the  committee,  it  is  perfectly  apparent 
that  thegr  opinion  has  not  resulted,  and  could 
not  have  resulted,  from  any  pecaliar  investiga- 
tion they  were  able  to  give  the  sntgect,  bnt  has 
been  drawn  ttom  faota  equally  within  the  reach 
of  every  member  of  this  Honse  t 

With  regard  to  the  nnmber  to  which  this 
body  should  ultimately  be  increased,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  decide.  I  do  not  oonoeive  I  am 
now  called  on  to  do  so.  Some  gentlemen  have 
suggested  seven  or  eight  hundred  as  the  maxi- 
mum. I  wonld  avoid  extremes.  No  propor- 
tion, however,  yet  mad&  would,  in  my  opinion, 
give  a  nnmber  approaching  an  extreme ;  and  I 
therefore  feel  at  tull  liberty  to  advocate  a  ratio 
which  will  do  the  least  injnstice  to  the  several 
Statee,  both  in  regard  to  nnrepresented  frac- 
tions, and  the  loss  of  meml>er«.     Wheneve"  ''  ~ 


render  the  transaction  of  trainees  impractica- 
ble, then,  and  not  till  then,  can  questions  of 
fractions  and  the  loss  of  members  be  regarded 
with  indifference. 

The  snbjeot  of  fractions  has  been  ao  mnob 
dwelt  on  in  this  discninon,  that  the  name  has 
almost  become  odions.  Bnt  of  what  are  those 
fractions  composed  I  Why,  sir,  of  large  bodies 
of  freemen  I  And  can  I  be  indifferent,  when  a 
prc^Msition  is  made,  by  which  near  41,000  of 
these  freemen  in  my  native  State,  as  intelUgent 
as  any  otfaer  freemen  on  earth,  are  to  remain 
onrepreeented  in  thia  l>ody  for  a  period  of  ten 

To  show  the  importanoe  which  belongs  to 
this  part  of  the  subject,  permit  me  to  advert  to 
the  consideration  to  which  it  was  thought  en- 
titied  by  the  first  Congress.  A  bill  was  passed 
on  the  asd  day  of  Haroh,  1T93,  fixing  the  nnm- 
ber of  representatives  for  the  ancceeding  ten 
years  at  120,  That  nnmber  ioclnded  eight 
representatives  from  various  States,  on  aeoonnt 
of  fractional  numbers.  It  was  sent  to  Presi- 
dent Washington  for  his  approval,  who  returned 
it  with  the  objection  that  the  constitation  au- 
thorized no  representation  of  fractions  below 
B0,000.  And  yet  so  strong  was  the  disposition 
to  give  to  the  people  the  most  fnll  and  perfect 
representation  possible — so  averse  was  that 
body  to  leave  large  portions  of  them  nnrepre- 
sented,  that  38  ont  of  61  of  its  members  voted, 
in  the  face  of  the  President's  veto,  to  repass 
the  biU. 

The  decision  of  that  Congress  settied  the 
principle  that  fractions  shonld  not  be  repre- 
eentei    It  is  admitted  that  the  application  of 
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this  principle  will  aometinieB  operate  MTsrely 
npoD  iDdividnal  Btatea.  All  mnst  take  their 
tara  in  bearing  tha  harden.  I^  therefore,  the 
large  fraction  to  which  Vennont  and  Eome 
other  States  are  rahjeeted,  hj  the  ratio  now  in 
the  bill,  stood  alooe,  anconnected  with  the  nn- 
eqoal  reenlta  of  a  former  apportionment,  the; 
might  be  endured  witbont  compIaiDing.  Bnt 
vhat  is  the  factl  In  the  apportionment  of 
1880,  Vermont  was  left  with  an  norepreeentod 
frflctjon  of  S£,TU.  At  the  ratio  proposed  in 
the  bill  on  7onr  table,  «be  wilt  again  bare  a 
fraction  of  M,eS7 ;  total  76,421.  New  Jersey, 
in  1880,  had  a  fraction  of  84,&65.  Upon  a 
ratio  of  48,000,  she  will  now  have  a  fraction  of 
81,922 ;  total,  66,477.  Kentucky,  in  1820,  had 
a  fraotion  of  83,020 ;  a  ratio  of  48,000  woold 
now  give  her  46,882;  total  79,486.  Total  of 
Vermont,  New  Jersey,  and  Kentacky,  under 
the  apportionments  of  ttie  censsses  of  1820 
and  1880,  222,8SS. 

Ur.  Abnold,  of  TeDnesaee,  said  he  hod  not 
intended  to  say  one  word  on  this  sabjeot,  nor 
did  he  then  rise  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  general  question,  or  of  controverting  any 
of  the  principles  which  had  been  so  forcibly 
urged  npon  trie  Hoase  by  his  friend  fhnn  Ver- 
m<Hit ;  bat  he  rose  for  the  parpose  of  correct- 
ing an  impression  which  seemed  to  have  etimn- 
lated  varioQB  gentlemen  in  nmning  tilts  at  Ten- 
newee.  The  number  48,  sir,  happens  to  be  the 
number  selected  by  the  committee  to  fill  the 
blank  in  the  bill  now  nnder  consideration. 
That  number  leaves  Tennessee  a  very  small 
fraction.  TeDoessee  does  seem  to  be  favored 
by  the  aelection  which  the  committee  have 
made;  I  am  willing  to  agree,  sir,  that  she 
is  actually  favored  by  this  selection,  Bnt  I 
will  not  agree  that  Tennessee  has  soaght  this 
fovor,  or  that  she  has  any  desire  to  adhere  to 
it  fur  the  purpose  of  disparaging  her  sisters. 
No,  sir ;  I  assure  gentlemen  that  Tennessee  has 
no  such  feelings.  Tennessee  is  do  hnoksterees. 
Wheuoe  came  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  gives 
Tennessee  snch  nndne  advantages!  Sir,  they 
came  firom  five  differmit  States — Lonisiana, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Tennessee 
— 4)ie  chairman  happening  to  be  from  Tennessee. 
Do  gentlemen  think  that  the  chairman  had 
mch  inSaenee  with  the  committ«e  as  to  indace 
them  to  report  a  bill  merely  to  favor  Tennes- 
see t  I  do  not  believe,  sir.  that  the  chairman 
had  any  such  influence ;  and  I  thiok  the  com- 
mittee  will  deny  that  they  were  nnder  any  such. 

Sir,  my  colleagues  have  again  and  again 
■seared  the  Honse  that  they  were  not  wedded 
to  48 :  that  they  felt  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
number  which  should  be  adopted.  For  my 
own  port,  Ifr.  Speaker,  so  far  from  being  wed- 
ded to  this  nnmber,  I  have  invariably,  when 
the  question  came  up,  voted  in  fkvor  of  all 
numbers  which  have  been  proposed  nnder  4S. 

When  the  apportionment  was  first  mooted,  I 
am  free  to  confess,  tai,  that  my  feeling*  were 
enlisted  on  the  side  of  high  norabera.    The 


first  consideration  which  gave  my  mind  a  dif- 
ferent direction  was  not  the  great  prind)))* 
which  now  governs  me.  I  am  frank  to  con- 
fess, sir,  that  I  was  actuated  by  a  desire  Ibal 
onr  little  sister,  Rhode  Island,  should  not  b« 
■horn  of  any  of  her  strength  in  this  Htnee. 
But,  rir,  the  more  I  have  looked  into  thii  rab- 
Jeot,  the  farther  the  disenssion  of  fundamental 

Erinciplee  has  been  pnsbed,  the  more  and  more 
ave  I  been  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  tbera 
is  more  danger  in  making  this  Hoqh  too  sntll, 
than  in  making  it  too  Inrge.  Onrs  is  a  Gonrv. 
ment  composed  of  different  features.  Thii 
Honse  constitutes  thq  repuUiean  feature.  Hi) 
Honse  constitutes  the  branch  of  the  Goism- 


grant,  nr,  that  ther 
numbers  most  be  limited ;  liut  in  my  hnrnblt 
opinion  that  point  is  not  yet  reacbed.  Sir,  I 
mutt  stop;  fori  find  myself  involuntarily  going 
into  the  general  discussion,  which  1  did  not  is- 
tend  to  do,  and  which  I  will  nut  do.  1  rose 
merely,  ss  I  before  stated,  to  correct  whtti 
thought  to  he  an  erroneous  impreswoa.  I 
wished  to  .show  gentlemen  that  TeanHtN 
sought  no  undue  advantage  over  her  asitn. 
That,  if  fortune  had  thrown  a  seeming  tdvin- 
tage  in  her  way,  she  was  still  disposed  to  ba 
liberal ;  and  even  disposed  to  yield  a  poitioii  t^ 
her  good  fortune,  to  the  end  that  power  icd 
burden  might  be  more  equally  distributed.  Sir, 
I  repeat  that  I  have,  on  every  vole  taken  to 
strike  out  and  fill  with  a  leas  nnmber  tb«n 
forty-eight,  voted  for  it  I  felt  that  in  doing  n 
I  was  truly  repreeeoljng  the  feelings  of  TennN. 
see.  The  present  motion  being  merely  to  Urikt 
out  48,  without  offering  to  insert  any  other 
number,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  sgainst  it 
If  the  motion  can  be  so  modified  as  to  inwrt 
another  number  in  lien  of  48,  I  will  still  vote 
as  heretofore,  I  do  not  wish,  ICr.  Speaker,  V) 
dictate  to  this  Honse  the  course  they  should 
pursue ;  but  of  one  thine  I  feel  pretty  eertiin, 
and  that  is,  that  not  much  goodwill  result  ftnm 
f^irUier  discussion  on  this  subject  The  qne*- 
tion  has  been  thoroughly  and  ably  discnisri. 
My  friend  from  Vermont,  who  bas  just  tsken 
his  seat,  has  occupied  the  whole  grooni  i» 
to  his  general  views  on  the  subject,  I  yield  than 
my  most  de^ed  approbation.  And,  in  ecnds- 
sion,  sir,  1  must  do  him  the  Justice  to  say  that 
I  have  been  mnoh  int«resled  and  gratified  with 
the  expanded  and  statesmanlike  viewi  which 
he  has  expressed  on 'the  aulyeet 

The  question  on  striking  out  "48  "  trtm  the 
bill  was  decided  by—yeaa  94,  nays  99. 

So  the  House  reftased  to  strike  out  the  nnm- 
ber forty-eight 

Mr.  HuBBABD  moved  to  amend  the  tsllbf 
striking  ont "  forty-eight "  and  ioserting  "  for^- 
four,"  and  observed  that,  on  acoonat  of  ihs 
lateness  of  the  hour,  (it  being  now  pa^  fiw 
o'clock,)  he  should  waive  what  he  oonudccM 
to  be  his  privilege  of  addressing  the  Ho««  n 
support  of  hb  motion,  if  it  was  iu  pop"* 
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Uien  totake  theqaestion;   wheii,  on  motioa  of 
Ur.  Cusos, 
Tike  Uonsa  s^joiimed. 

TnwwDiT,  February  1. 


Ifr.  HiTBBAXD  said,  that  while  the  bill  was 
noder  the  oonsider&tiDii  of  the  Oommittee  of 
the  whole  HoQse,  he  had  made  a  motion  to 
■mend,  similar  to  the  one  which  he  had  noir 
propDHod.     niat  motion  was  discnssed ;   erery 

Eaotleman  who  had  an;  thing  to  offer,  was 
card — fblly  heard;  days  w«re  spent  in  the 
disciuaion  of  the  soI^JbcL  It  was  eTen  then 
his  purpose  to  bave  anbimtted  some  answer  to 
the  objantioos,  and  some  considerations  which 
had  indDced  the  motion,  bat  cironmstanoes  had 
prevented — the  qnestion  wsa  taken,  and  the 
Tote  of  the  committee  was  against  the  motion. 
He  knew  fall  well  that  the  oonrse  pnrened  by 
the  committee  proceeded  from  no  nnkindnen 
to  bimself ;  that  it  was  a  coarse  snggested  by 
tome  of  his  best  friends.  Yet  he  was  perfectly 
aware  that  he  coald  not,  consistent  with  the 
rules  of  order,  answer  here  what  hod  been  ob- 
jected to  elsewhere ;  that  fae  could  not,  in  the 
HoQse,  advert  to  the  ar^menta  which  hod 
bnn  urged  in  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 
That  co^deration  of  Itself  created  embarrass- 
ment. It  was  also  a  fact  within  bis  recoUeo- 
tioQ,  that  Uie  oommittee  hod,  by  a  Tote,  gone 
against  his  motioo.  That  aircumstance  would 
b^Ts  restrained  him  from  making  any  farther 
effort,  hod  he  not  been  enoonragea  to  hope,  by 
the  Tote  last  evening  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman trota  Eentncky  to  strike  oat  forty- 
sight.  Under  all  the  circnmstanoea,  be  felt  im- 
Glled  by  a  dnty  be  owed  to  himself,  by  a  duty 
owed  to  his  State,  to  sabmit  some  ^neral 
wnslderations  in  support  of  his  motion  to 
unend,  &ad  also,  as  far  as  it  was  proper  for 
lum  so  to  do,  to  notice  some  of  the  otgactions 
which  had  been  ni^ed  against  it. 

What  is  the  pnrport  of  the  bill  reported  by 
the  committee?  What  does  it  propose?  A 
dirision  of  political  power  among  tiie  members 
of  the  oonfederacj.  An  apportionment  among 
the  several  States,  for  the  coming  ten  years,  of 
Uie  repreeentation  of  the  oonn^.  This  is  a 
sobjeot  of  no  ordinary  ehoracter ;  it  is  a  sub- 
ject of  th«  highest  importance  to  the  American 
people ;  a  enbjeot  invtdving  the  right  of  repre- 
■entation ;  a  right  near  and  dMr  to  every 
member  of  the  republic.  If  this  bill,  as  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  should  now  pass,  the 
efibet  wUl  be  an  unjust  and  an  unequal  distri- 
bution of  the  representative  political  power 
soioug  the  States.  Should  the  bill  pass,  New 
Hampshire  would  be  entided  to  five  represeuta- 
tires ;  the  amount  of  her  population  falls  a  lit- 
tle short  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  thou- 
sud;  and  by  the  establishment  of  forty-eight 
Uraosand  as  the  ratio  of  representation,  it 
Uavei  her  a  fraction — a  portion  of  her  popola- 
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tion  nurepreeented,  of  twentj-ntne  tboosaud 
three  hundred  and  twenty-rix.  A  division  of 
this  remainder  among  the  number  of  het  rep- 
resentatives would  produce  this  resnlt — that 
the  ratio  of  her  representation  would  be  litU* 
short  of  fifty-foor  thousand,  while  Tennessee^ 
with  a  federal  population  of  926,268,  would  be 
repres«ited  nnder  this  bill  at  a  ratio  of  48,097. 
In  this  instanoe,  there  is  a  most  nnjnst  effect 

firodnoed  upon  New  Hampshire  by  the  eetab- 
Ishment  of  48,000  as  the  ratio  o 


The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  admits 
the  pobt  that  an  increase  of  the  representation 
of  tee  country  is  required.  That  fact  is  con- 
ceded. It  is  no  longer  a  matter  in  dispute. 
The  bill  itself  proposes,  in  effect,  to  add  twenty- 
four  to  the  present  number.  The  amendment 
proposes,  in  effeot,  to  add  forty-six  to  tlie 
preeent  number.  And  this,  then,  is  the  qnes- 
tion, and  the  only  question,  raised  by  the  amend* 
ment:  Shall  twenty-fonr  or  shall  forty-MZ  be 
added  to  the  House  of  Representatives  t  If  the 
amendment  ahonld  be  adopted,  the  latter  num- 
ber will  be  added ;  if  the  amendment  fuls,  the 
former  number  will  only  be  added.  He  was 
decidedly  friendly  to  that  ratio  which  woold 
give  the  greatest  addition  to  onr  present  repre- 
sentation. He  would  himself  have  been  willing 
to  have  taken  even  a  less  ratio  than  44,000; 
but  i^om  what  he  had  seen  in  this  House,  from 
what  he  had  heard  without  these  w^ls,  he 
believed  that  any  lees  ratio  than  the  one  stated 
in  the  proposed  amendment  would  not  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Hoose. 

What  ore  the  objections  which  have  been,  or 
which  can  be,  ni^ed  agEunst  a  numerous  repre- 
sentation ?  It  has  been  stated  that  our  present 
number  is  sufficiently  large  for  all  practical 
purposes;  that  any  addition  wonld  injuriously 
affect  the  action  of  this  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  that  it  would  tend  to  delay  the  transao- 
tion  of  public  business ;  that  it  would  give  as 
a  mobocratio  character ;  that  it  would  make 
confusion  worse  confounded ;  that  it  wonld 
m^e  more  talking  and  less  acting  members. 

These  objections  had  failed  to  strike  him  with 
much  force.  He  hod  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  people  were  dissatisfied  with  the  discusrions 
and  debates  of  this  assembly.  To  them  it  was 
on  ol^eot  of  the  first  importance  that  the  vari- 
ous subjects  which  claimed  the  consideration  of 
Ooogreas  should  be  fairly,  freely,  and  fiilly 
discussed.  It  was  from  the  debates  of  this  and 
the  other  House  that  the  American  people 
Boqaired  the  knowledge  of  the  character  and 
tendency  of  public  measures — of  general  legisla- 
tion. It  had  also  been  stated  tnat  there  was 
much  more  danger  of  corrupting  a  numerous 
than  a  limited  assembly.  He  dissented  alto- 
gether from  the  correotness  of  this  position. 
More  danger  of  corrupting  a  large  than  a  small 
assembly?  Then  it  must  follow  that  there 
would  be  greater  danger  of  corrupting  the 
whole  body  politic,  the  great  mass  of  the  com- 
munity, than  any  part  of  them.    The  ide&  is 
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fbonded  in  error.  The  peojde  ire  the  sooroe 
(rf  all  political  power.  Thef  are  most  em- 
phaticollj  the  BOTereigna  of  the  laud.  The 
■eonrity  and  the  permaneDoj  of  onr  free  icuti- 
tatiooa  rest  on  their  yirtne  and  their  intelli- 
eenoe.  There  caa  be  no  powibte  danger  of 
destroying  the  fonndatdotu  of  thia  repQbIi&  eo 
long  <u  a  TirtnoDs  and  inlaUisent  people  shall 
be  nillj  T«proaeDt«d  on  thia  floor.  Unleea  the 
fbrnttala  shall  become  oorrapt,  the  stream  will 
bepnre. 

He  vas  in  fiiyor  of  a  namerons  Honse,  be- 
caoM  it  better  preserred  the  relation  between 
the  comtitnent  and  the  representative.  It 
most,  of  necenitj,  bring  the  latter  nearer  to 
those  from  whom  he  has  received  power.  It 
must  lead  to  a  more  intimate  acqn^Dtaooe,  a 
more  tree  and  Tmreeerved  interooiirae  between 
persons  standing  in  thb  reladon.  The  repre- 
eentative  is  made  the  depository  of  the  wishes 
of  his  conatitaente.  Be  ia  presumed  to  know 
and  to  nnderstand  their  interesta ;  and,  by 
every  effort  in  his  power,  oonsistent  with  his 
public  duties,  should  advance  those  interests. 

1^  then,  a  representative  woold  be  futhfbl, 
be  mnat  know  his  constituents.  This  conddera- 
lion  had  a  controlling  inflnence  in  his  mind, 
and  must  induce  him  to  give  his  support  to  the 
proposed  amendment. 

He  did  not  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  go  into 
any  argument  showing  the  advantage  of  a 
^namerous  asiiembl;,  in  oonuteracting  Executive 
*iDflnenc«,  or  the  influence  of  the  other  legisla- 
tive branch  of  this  Qovemment ;  that  ground 
had  been  folly  occupied ;  and  most  important 
reasons  on  those  points  had  been  presented, 
why  we  should  increase  the  number  of  onr 
representation. 

Beference  had  been  made,  in  the  coarse  of 
the  det>ate,  to  the  flnrt  Oongresa,  contending 
that  that  assembly  was  an  example  worthy  or 
imitation;  and  urging  that  if  that  Congress, 
consisting  of  only  Ofty-fonr,  oonld  then  transact 
the  public  bnmnem  of  the  colonies,  thero  was 
sorely  no  occasion  to  add  to  the  number  of  two 
hundred  and  tbirteen,  for  the  convenient  trans- 
action of  the  pnblic  busiaees  of  the  States.  The 
<dd  Congress  was  conatdtnted  on  no  fixed  mle. 
It  was  an  assembly  of  choice  splrite,  produoed 
by  the  most  presmng  and  urgent  necessity. 
Every  State  in  the  confederacy  sent  what  nnm- 
ber  it  pleased,  not  exceeding  seven,  and  paid 
those  sent  out  of  her  own  reeonroes ;  and  each 
Stat«  had  but  one  vote.  It  was,  in  short,  an 
usembly  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war.  Then  we  had  no  com- 
merce ;  oo  great  mannfacturing  interests.  How 
different  is  the  state  of  the  oonntry  at  this 
period  of  onr  history  I 

But  what  was  Uie  language  of  the  fathers 
of  the  republio — of  that  assembly  second  to 
none  on  earth  for  the  purity  of  its  patriotism, 
which  first  convened  under  the  constitution  by 
which  the  great  interests  of  this  country  are 
intended  to  be  protected  t  It  was  not  only 
th^  argument,  bat  their  most  deliberate  act, 


that  l^ere  should  be  one  reprewntalive  to 
every  thirty  thonsand  inhabitants.  At  thit 
time  the  interesta  of  the  country  were  so  muhi- 
fiuioQS  and  extensive,  that  it  was  then  oon- 
sidered  that  the  popular  branch  of  this  Qoveni- 
ment  should  be  constitnted  by  such  a  nunber. 
This  ezsmple,  and  these  precepts,  comuK,  m 
they  do,  from  sach  high  authority,  dioold  hi 
efibot  here ;  and,  by  adopting  the  aora 
yon  woold  carry  ont  tiie  principles 
political  fiitbera. 

He  would  address  himself  to  the  representa- 
tives of  slaveholding  Statea,  to  bear  in  nuod  tb« 
difference  t>etween  th«r  rituation  and  the  ntos- 
tion  of  those  who  represent  districts  pMfM  m 
the  districts  of  New  Engiand  are.  Wtule  ttis 
representative  from  Virginia,  from  the  peenliir 
popnlation  of  his  diatrict,  is  enabled  to  be  pet- 
Bonally  known  to  the  freunen  of  his  dirtra^ 
it  is  not  eo  with  na.  We  would  then  t^  £> 
stern  jnstioe  at  th«r  handa. 

Mr.  MoOabtx,  of  Indiana,  commenced  bj  ob- 


ilqeot  befcrt 

the  House  with  the  ^eatest  reluctance;  act 
that  he  waa  apprehensive  that  his  view^  witli 
regard  to  it,  woold  fail  of  reotiving  wbiUnr 
d^ree  of  atteatioti  and  oourideraliim  tlMy 
might  be  thought  entitled  to,  hot  beesute  Iw 
had  bera  miwilUng,  from  the  fint,  to  partidpsts 
in  the  discussion  of  the  question,  sod  to  em- 
tribute  thereby  to  the  further  protrselim  of  tlw 
debate,  and  retard  the  final  action  of  the  Boom 
upon  the  hill.  Be  had  been  impelled,  bowtm, 
to  deviate  from  the  path  he  had  ntaiked  out  far 
himself  in  relation  to  this  measore,  by  tbe 
course  which  the  debate  bad  taken,  oa  tlie 
proposition  of  the  gentlrauan  from  New  Hsmp- 
sbire,  (Mr.  Hcbbabd,)  and  the  line  of  aigiuMU 
pnrsoed  by  other  gentlemen  of  the  Houe  is 
support  of  his  (Hr.  H.'s)  amendment.  He  hid 
been  led  to  this  by  a  sense  of  doty  to  hi(  eonili- 
tnents,  and  by  the  regard  which  he  neocriuily 
felt  for  the  interests  of  the  West ;  and  to  theN 
coDuderations,  which  had  induced  him  to  trou- 
ble the  Bonse  with  a  few  remarks  upon  the  Ml 
l>efore  them,  might  be  added  a  third;  Ihst 
was,  that  he  regwded  it  not  merely  as  a  qoM- 
tion  affecting  the  different  States,  with  Rq«d 
to  the  qiportionment  of  political  power  in  tbt 
repreeeoUtive  assembly  of  this  ntiioo,  tint  m 
involving,  also,  the  great  oonstitntional  pns- 
eiple,  that  representation  should  be  eqnsl :  smi 
thia  not  rimply  that  it  shontd  be  eqnaUy  ipi»r- 
tioned  for  any  one  given  time,  but  dnrinf  tj« 
whole  period,  as  ur  as  could  be^  cf  t™ 
operation  of  Uie  biU. 

Many  appeals,  he  observed,  had  been  owi» 
to  the  generosity  and  munanimity  of  the  oe* 
States,  on  the  effect  whidi  the  ratio  of  fMt?- 
eight  thonsand,  as  reported  in  the  bill,  *«|W 
have  npon  the  interests,  or  the  relative  waigM, 
of  the  older  States  of  the  Dnioo.  A  very  elc- 
qnent  and  poweriul  appeal  had  !»*"  ^"i" 
particular,  ny  the  gentleman  trom  Itoaeo* 
setts,  (Mr.  Bmoos,!  who,  in  the  conrse  of  W 
interesting  speech,  had  asked  the  Wert  M  "" 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBESa 


Fnanur,  II 


Appartiommaii  BiU. 


IH.0 


member  that,  In  the  dAjs  of  her  infsno^  niid 
waakows,  she  was  token  in  tlie  hsnd  by  her  elder 
Bisters  of  the  Sonth  and  the  East,  and  Intro- 
daoMl  into  the  grtM,  repoblicaa  fainily  of  the 
noiioD  apan  prinoip1e«  of  eqnalitj  and  Justice. 
Ht.  HoC.  here  obeerred  that  he  was  booad  to 
tty,  ia  vindication  of  the  West,  that,  for  the 
ocmtiDaanoe  of  those  principles  of  equality  and 
justice,  and  for  those  alone,  it  was  Ihat  he  con- 
tended against  the  proposed  ameDdmeat  of  tbe 
geatleman  from  ITew  Hampshire,  which,  as  the 
t^les  before  thera  demonstrated,  woold  throw 
ID  nneqnal  and  nnjast  weight  npon  tbe  joonger 
States,  by  placing  th«  lar^st  fVaottons  of  nn- 
representedpopolation  npon  thoae  which  had,  at 
mMent,  and  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  must 
tuvfi,  in  fntnre,  tbe  most  rapid,  and  progres- 
rively  r^>id,  increase  in  nnmbers.  He  ahonld 
not  attempt  to  follow  the  whole  of  the  argu- 
menta  of  tbe  gentleman  who  had  so  ably  spoken 
ia  support  of  the  amendment,  even  if  he  imag- 
ined himself  capable  of  throwing  more  light 
upon  the  question  by  ailment  alone.  He 
Aoold  prefer  to  stale  a  few  facts,  and  refer  to 
tbe  eonelasions  which  it  wonld  be  apparent 
were  the  only  jast  ones  that  conld  be  drawn 
from  them,  as  Ut  the  fallacy  of  that  reasoning 
which,  admitting  the  great  and  important  prio- 
eiplfl  of  an  eqnuJ  representation,  nontanded  that 
tlut  de^rable  end,  in  our  repnblioan  Qorem- 
ment,  eonld  be  attained  oidy  by  the  establiah- 
meat  of  a  ratio  of  forty-fonr  tbooaand. 

We  hare  been  told  that  the  West  U  rwtidly 
growing  upon  tbe  old  States,  and  that,  there- 
fure,  we  oiu^t  not  to  regard  the  qnaatnm  of 
fractiona.  Why,  this  is  the  very  reason,  in  my 
ophiion,  why  we  shonld  gnard  against  an  nne- 
qnal amoant  of  nnrepresented  fractions ;  and  it 
is,  moreover,  the  very  reason  why  the  old 
States  (boold  be  cont«nt  with  their  share  of  the 
narapresented  fractions.  The  enamerations  of 
the  popolatiuna  of  1820  and  1880  show  at  once 
the  faU^y  of  the  arguments  on  this  snbjeot. 
li,  by  the  emigration  from  the  Eoat  and  the 
South,  the  new  States  are  increasing  in  nopnla- 
tion  with  a  rapidity  beyond  all  preoeaent  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  the  old  Slates,  with  a 
bw  and  those  few  very  limited  exceptions  are 
either  decreasing  or  remaining  stationary.  The 
lesolt,  therefore,  of  large  fractions  being  thrown 
apon  them,  is  eomparadvety  of  little  conse- 
quence; for,  if  wearetojodgefrom  theoeBSDses 
of  laSO  and  1830,  a  small  fraction  in  tbe  new 
States  will  increase  in  ten  years  to  more  tlian 
doable  the  ratioof  representation  itself;  whilst, 
In  the  old  ones,  a  large  fraction  will  either  be 
diminiBhed,  remain  stationary,  or,  considering  it 
In  the  most  favorable  point  of  view,  very  little, 
if  at  all,  exceed  the  ratio.  He  might  ajjo  say, 
and  he  believed  that,  in  saying  so,  he  was  war- 
ranted by  the  facts  of  the  case,  that  the  old 
States,  even  at  tbe  present  time,  wonld  receive 
a  further  benetit,  and  the  new  States  a  oorre- 
^umding  injury,  from  tbe  ratio  of  representa- 
tiou,  wliatever  it  might  be,  being  filed  accord- 
ing to  the  census  of  1880.    Sinee  that  ennmera- 


tlon  had  been  made,  vast  nnmbcrs  of  persona 
bad  migrated  to  tbe  West ;  those  persons 
were  necessarily  added  to  the  existing  fractions 
in  the  West ;  and  the  mere  fact  of  their  having 
oroesed  the  mountains  since  tbe  oensns  was 
taken,  operated  to  deprive  them  of  their  eqoal 
weight  of  representation  on  this  floor.  Does 
not  this  afieot  the  relative  strength  of  tbe 
States  1  The  old  States,  though  losing  a  part 
of  their  popnlation,  wonld  retam,  at  any  ratio, 
the  nnmber  of  their  popnlation  in  1830,  whilst 
the  West  wonld,  with  its  own  natural  increase^ 
have  also  to  bear  the  fractional  weights  of  tbe 
redondant  population  &OTa  tbe  East  and  from 
the  South. 

Mr.  Adaxs,  adverting  to  the  lateness  of  the 
boor,  and  to  an  allnsion  made  abont  tbe  same 
time  of  day,  by  Ur.'  Wilde,  to  a  passage  in  the 
memoirs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  as  to  tbe 
influenoe  of  the  dining  hour  on  political  a&irs, 
said  that  bis  memory  recurred  to  this  line  of  a 
British  poet : 

"  And  wretches  hang,  that  Jurymen  may  dine." 

Admonished  by  this  remembrance  he  would 
delay  the  House  only  by  a  statement  or  two  in 
reference  to  the  oMervations  which  had  now 
been  made.  He  then  observed  that  the  argu- 
ment of  Mr.  SoTUBBLAHD,  ss  to  the  share  of 
New  Hamp^re  among  the  Secretaries  of  de- 
partments, wonld  not  apply  to  Massaobosetts. 
He  then  quoted  the  language  of  the  oonstitntion 
where  it  describes  the  qualifications  necessary 
to  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and,  remarking  that  it  did  not  coutwn  tbe 
slightest  allurion  to  the  place  where  the  repre- 
sentative had  been  bom,  inferred  that  the 
other  part  of  the  argument,  which  referred  to 
natives  of  Kew  England  representing  other 
States,  and  being  heads  of  departments,  had  ita 
origin  not  In  the  oonstitntion,  but  in  tbe  prolific 
brain  of  the  ^ntieman  from  Fennsylvama. 

He  then  briefly  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
MoOa^tt,  whether  it  might  not  be  out  of  oom 
passion  to  the  old  thirteen  States,  or  from 
whatever  other  motive,  he  should  be  greatly 
obliged  to  gentlemen  if  they  wonld  leave  tbe 
repreaentation  of  those  States  unimpured.  He 
disclumed  any  pretension  or  demand  on  tbeir 
behalf  to  any  favors.  All  they  asked  was  equal 
justice,  and  be  was  quite  as  zealous  that  all  the 
other  States  shonld  retain  their  present  nnmber 
of  representatives,  as  that  Massachusetts  shoiUd, 
The  question  with  the  Western  States  was,  not 
whether  they  should  lose -any  part  of  tbeir  rep- 
resentation, but  how  much  they  should  g^n. 
He  did  not  envy  tbero,  nor  would  he  do  any 
thing  to  prevent  tbeir  increase  of  members.  If 
the  number  44  should  produce  that  effect,  he 
had  not  the  smallest  objection.  He  then  pre- 
sented the  result  of  a  calculation,  contrasting 
the  effect  of  the  bill,  as  reported,  on  the  States 
from  which  tbe  members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee who  reported  it  individually  came,  with 
its  effect  on  those  States  who  considered  them- 
selves aggrieved.    He  found  that  there  were 
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on  the  committee  one  geDtletnui  from  Tennes- 
Bee,  cue  from  PeDiisTlTaaia,  two  from  New 
York,  one  from  Oljio,  ond  one  from  Mune. 
Cividing  the  popolatioQ  of  tboee  States,  roBpeo- 
tivelj,  bf  48  as  K  common  ratio,  he  foand  the 
result  to  be,  that  TenDesaee  wonld  have  one 
reprexentative  for  every  4S,09T ;  Pennsjlvania, 
one  for  every  48,146 ;  New  York,  one  for  every 
49,0M ;  Ohio,  one  for  every  49,267 ;  and  Uaine, 
one  for  every  48,937.  But  what  woold  be  the 
case  with  the  States  aggrieved!  Uaryland 
would  have  one  repreeentative  for  every  GO,7B0 ; 
Hasaachnaetts,  one  for  every  50,857;  Kentackj, 
one  fur  every  61,819 ;  Qeorgia,  one  for  every 
58,728 ;  New  Hampshire,  one  for  every  68,8M ; 
and  Vermont,  one  for  every  66,1S1. 

Ur.  BxBSTOW  said  that  as  the  gentlemaii 
from  MasBBohnsetts  (Hr.  Adams)  bad  gone  into 
a  caloulation  to  show  that  tlie  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  (of  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  be  a  member,)  were  actuated  by  improper 
motives,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  repel 
every  such  inBinnation.  [Here  Mr.  Adams  ex- 
plained, and  said  he  meant  no  impeachment  of 
the  oommittee.]  The  gentieman  from  Uassa- 
chaaetts  disclaims  any  intention  of  impeaching 
the  motives  of  the  committee,  bnt  the  gentle- 
raan  certainly  did  not  go  iutu  an  arithmetica] ' 
calculation  to  show  that  the  6ta[«s  whioh  bad 
niembers  on  the  committee,  with  the  exception 
of  Louisiana,  had  a  greater  representation  given 
themin  the  bill,  at  the  ratio  reported  by  the  ooni' 
mittee,  in  proportion  to  their  population,  than 
any  other  States,  and  particiUarly  them,  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  and  other  Slates,  whom 
membera  were  in  favor  of  44,000  aa  the  ratio. 
The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  these  calcula- 
tions of  the  gentleman,  conld  not  be  mistaken ;  it 
mast  be  that  the  committee  were  governed  by 
interested  motives.  Bofarssthis  wasintended  to 
apply  totbe  two  members  who  were  on  that  com- 
mittee, from  the  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  part, 
to  repreaent,  (the  State  of  New  York,)  he  trusted 
he  shonld  be  able  to  show  that  whatever  might 
have  been  the  motives  of  the  other  gentlemen, 
memberB  of  the  committee,  the  members  from 
New  York  had  no  interest  to  promote  by  the 
ratio  of  48,000.  By  the  ratio  of  48,000,  which 
was  recommended  by  the  committee,  New  York 
woold  have  the  greatest  poseible  fraction  which 
ahe  oonld  have  by  any  ratio  whioh  had  been 
proposed.  There  was  only  one  other  ratio  that 
had  ever  been  contemplated,  that  would  leave 
as  great  a  fraction  for  New  York,  as  48,000. 
That  ratio,  if  the  calculations  on  our  tables  are 
correct,  is  the  ratio  of  53,000,  whioh  would 
leave  precisely  the  same  traction.  He  tmsted, 
therefore,  he  had  l>een  able  to  show  that  the 
members  of  the  committee,  from  New  York, 
are  clear  of  any  just  charge  of  selfishness  in  the 
course  th^  took  m  the  conomittee.  It  is  true 
he  did  not  prefer  the  ratio  of  48.000,  being  in 
flavor  of  one  mnoh  higher.  He  nad  intended, 
being  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  have 
made  some  remarlcs  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
different  propositions  whioh  had  been  made ; 
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hot  not  being  accustomed  to  speaking  lien,  ssd 
others  appearing  desirona  of  being  heard,  he 
had  not  Uiought  proper  to  troable  the  Horns 
except  in  the  way  of  self-defence.  He  dtenisd 
it  his  dnty,  on  all  occasions,  to  repel  any  inBun- 
ations  that  might  be  thrown  oot,  which  shoeld 
leave  any  improsnon  npon  the  minds  of  the 
public  at  lai^  or  of  the  members  of  this 
House,  thst  he  was  governed  by  any  motin 
not  honorable  to  himself,  or  Jnst  toirird) 
otbera. 

Mr.  Folk  alto  replied  to  Hr.  Adams.  Tha 
ratio  of  48  gave  Lonieiana  but  one  repnsmta- 
tive  to  67,000  persons,  yet  the  memtMr  from 
that  State  had  been  in  favor  of  it,  and  *■),  in 
&ct,  the  person  who  had  moved  it  in  oomnut- 
tee.  If  the  gentlemaa  had  panned  hit  oilni*- 
tions  a  littie  farther,  he  would  have  tbimd  Ihit, 
at  the  ratio  of  44,  a  representative  from  Mis- 
aouri  would  have  66,000  oonstitoenta,  Aliliims, 
63,000,  and  Illintna,  63,000.  Mr.  P.  fiutticr 
suted  that  the  effect  of  48  would  be  to  gire  to 
the  Northern  seotiMi  of  Hm  Union  a  fiwtioo  d 
2,141 ;  to  the  Southern  section  of  2,702 ;  ud 
to  the  Western  of  9,240,  while  the  resnlE  of  W 
would  be  to  allow  to  the  Northern  seetion  t 
fraction  of  1,607;  to  the  WesUm  of  %lUi 
and  to  the  Sonthern  of  2,861. 

The  qneetion  was  thereupon  pot  on  itrikiog 
out  forty-eight  thousand  and  inserting  Mj- 
fonr  thonsand,  and  decided  in  the  offirnuttn  \if 
yeas  98— nays  96. 

Fbihat,  Febmaij  8. 

WatMitttw't  Cmttnttial  SirOdof. 

Mr,  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  asked  tie  eeraii- 

oration  of  the  following  Joint  rcaolution,  dwtm 

by  him  some  days  Etnce : 

Stiolvtd,  That  if  the  Senate  coDcnr  berein,  sjiHat 
committee  of  the  two  Bouses  be  raised,  for  Ibt  Illl^ 
pose  of  inquiring  leto  tbe  expedieacf  i^  caMnl^ 
the  centennial  birthday  of  Qeneral  George  WiAioT 

The  Honse  having  oonsented  to  ooondei  the 
resohitloD, 

Mr.  Adams  Bufigeeted  to  the  mover  to  modify 
his  rest^ntioQ  by  striking  out  the  word  "  Gta- 
eral." 

Mr.  Thomas  oeoepted  tfa«  modifleation. 

Mr.  Tatiab  BUggested  that  the  reeolnlia)  M 
fnrther  modified,  by  atriking  oot  the  wofdi "  a 
the  Senate  concnr  berMn,"  which  was  also  »■ 
oeptod  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Adak  thought  itwonld  have  been  betw 
to  have  retained  Uie  word  "  General,"  sod  in- 
sert before  it  the  word  "M^w,"  so  ai  « 
read  "M^or  General  Gewge  ffashingwo. 
He  considered  this  pH^er,  because  tl«  »">«  9" 
General  Washington  rested  chiefly  on  his  miU- 
tarj  services,  and  Mr.  K  moved  tiie  sKenM 
SB  an  amendment.  , 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  hod  two  D«*n"  f* 
the  suggestion  he  hod  prevlonily  b>**^^ 
first  was,  that  whatever  might  be  the  ertuort* 
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of  G«Deral  Wuhingtaa'a  ohanoter,  formed  hj 
the  vorld  at  larfte,  hii  owa  opinioo  wbb,  that 
hii  wrrioea  to  the  country  in  a  civil  oasooi^ 
wan  quite  u  important,  and  as  worthj  of  oom- 
memondon,  aa  his  militsir  aohleTementi.  tt, 
Oaa,  the  resolation  shonld  be  so  framed  aa  to 
hara  rafervnoe  only  to  hb  military  servioea,  ita 
efftet  wonld  be,  to  far  as  the  reaolntion  wai 
ooncemed,  to  oat  off  one-half  of  hia  merit — liis 
Mcond  motive  was  to  give  the  resolution  sim- 
plioity.  The  eimple  name,  "Qeorge  Washing- 
ton," expreaaed  more  thao  If  it  were  aooom- 
panied  with  a  whole  Tolnme  of  tltlee,  civil  or 
military. 

Mr.  Adaib  made  a  reply ;  no  part  of  which 
could  be  heard. 

The  Speaker,  not  having  heard  the  gentle- 
man, inqnired  whether  he  withdrew  hia  amend- 
ment; to  wbioh  qaeation  he  was  nndentood  es 
relying  in  the  amnnative. 

On  the  motions  of  Hr,  Tati-ob  and  Mr.  Ho- 
ou,  the  phraie<dogy  of  the  reeolntion  was 
■DModed,  so  «a  to  r«M  ai fbllows: 


nnni 
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tmcDta  for  the  celetw&tioB  of  the  centenoisl 
ids;  of  GeOT^  Wuhington. 

In  which  form  it  was  adopted  almost  nnani- 
moody ;  and,  on  motion  of  Ifr.  Wiokliffs,  it 
vis  raGerred  to  a  oommittee  of  twenty-four, 
one  mepiber  from  each  State. 

[The  following  gentlemen  oompoaed  lihe  oom- 
mittee  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 

Mr.  Tboxas,  of  Lonisiana,  Mx.  Andbbsoh,  of 
Msine,  Hr,  HnBBiBO,  Mr.  Ain>«>t,  Mr.  Brsose, 
Mr,  HcsTisQTOtr,  Mr,  Hirsr,  Mr.  Outasaaxaa, 
Mr.  L.  CoHDiiTr,  Mr.  MiTHLKHBKBa,  Mr.  Milu- 
au(,  Mr.  HowABD,  Mr.  MoOoi,  uf  Virginia, 
Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  DBiiroN, 
Mr,  TnoicFSOir,  of  GeorKla,  Mr,  WtoEurn,  Mr. 
Bhx,  Mr.  Vakoe,  Mr.  Boon,  Mr.  PLiniBiB,  Mr. 
DcMDui,  Mr.  Glat,  Mr.  Abhut.] 

TnsDAT,  Febmarj  7. 
ApportUmmtTU  £iU. 

The  qnestion  was  still  on  Mr.  Hdbbabd's 
motion  to  fix  the  ratio  at  44,000. 

Mr.  Watmouoh  said  he  had  intended  to  give 
a  silent  vote  on  the  qaestion  onder  disonsaioD, 
bat  the  peculiar  ciranmstanoes  in  which  he  hod 
fbood  himself  placed,  tndnoed  him  to  a^  the 
indulgence  of  the  Honse,  while  he  stated  the 
reasons  of  the  several  votea  which  he  had  given, 
■ad  the  principles  which  compelled  him  to  stand 
tlone  as  respected  his  own  delegstioD.  He 
ihoold  do  this  as  concisely  as  poisible,  not  in 
the  hope  of  enlightening  ^e  House,  or  changing 
the  final  vote  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor; 
bat  rather  with  the  view  of  mnliing  himself 
distinctly  nnderstood  as  well  here,  among  hia 
honorable  eolleagnes,  for  whose  opinions  he  en- 
terttuned  the  highest  regard,  as  at  home,  among 
tbosa  who  were  instly  entitled  to  be  informed 
Ym.  XL-SI 


of  his  sentiments  npon  all  great  topics,  and  of 
the  particnlar  ground  he  took  In  reference  to 
the  ve^  important  one  now  before  the  Honse, 
in  which  be  ooooeived  them  to  be  so  deeply 
concerned, 
la  the  hnmble  view  I  take  of  thb  matter,  I 


nbnost  bosiness  limits,  before  any  partial  ex- 
pression can  or  ought  to  he  taken,  partionlarly 
on  this  floor,  of  the  nnsoandness  or  inexpediency 
of  the  principle  of  increase.  It  is  unqnestion- 
able  that  this  increase  most  take  place  at  a 
period  of  time  not  very  remote,  to  an  extent 
much  greater  than  that  now  called  for  by  the 
amendment  proposed — that  it  will  reach  even 
double  that  namber,  even  within  the  probable 
duration  of  the  lives  of  many  honorable  mem- 
bers, now  within  these  waUs,  I  can  have  no 
doubt.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  better  that  this 
great  experiment  of  representative  Govern- 
ment shonld  be  bixly  tried,  now,  while  onr 
blessed  country  is  in  a  state  of  comparative  in- 
nocence and  virtue  t  Is  it  not  better  that  it 
should  oommenoe  now,  nnder  the  most  favor- 
able oironmstances,  and  progress  gradnally  with 
the  increase  of  our  population,  the  enlargement 
of  our  interests,  and  the  growth  of  mental  im- 
provement throughont  our  land  I  Or,  sir,  diall 
we,  acting  under  a  fatal  iUugion,  consent  to 
postpone  this  increase  to  a  period  when  licen- 
tiousness shall  have  in  some  measure  displaced 
that  sober  sense  of  liberty  whidi  now  cnarac- 
terizes  our  people  t  When  the  brieht  light 
which  has  hitherto  illumed  the  patn  of  our 
public  councils  shall,  perhaps  in  the  too  natural 
oonrse  of  events,  have  faded  and  become  dim 
as  it  recedes  from  that  immcrts]  source  from 
whence  it  first  drew  Its  existence?  When 
avarice  sliall  have  corroded  the  hearts  of  onr 
countrymen,  and  expelled  the  elevated  spirit  of 

SMotism  which  actuated  onr  forefotherst 
the  love  of  power,  almost  the  first  principle 
developed  in  our  infancy,  and  in  nations  as  in 
individnal^  manifesting  itself  in  a  due  ratio 
with  the  means  to  grat^  it,  shall  have  turned 
the  minds  of  men  from  the  pnre  and  simple 
contemplation  of  republican  integrity?  Or, 
until  ambition,  whetner  of  a  civil  or  military 
character,  shall  have  inftased  ita  poison  into  the 
body  politic  ?  Or  the  increased  means  of  Insn- 
riouB  iadnlgence  shall  have  enervated  the  minds 
and  debas^  the  characters  of  our  youth,  and 
disqualified  them  for  that  career  of  public  use- 
fulness which  is  now  open  to  all  of  them? 
Then,  too,  when  added  to  other  evils,  the  spirit 
of  dimension  shall  reign  paramount,  ukd  place 
insuperable  bars  to  the  union  of  men  to  effect 
any  laudable  design  whatever.  I  trust  not, 
ur.  I  think  it  wul  hardly  be  contended  that 
this  Is  the  course  it  becomes  us  to  adopt.  The 
people  have  placed  us  here  as  sentinels  upon 
the  great  bulwark  of  their  liljertiea.  And,  ur, 
they  will  expect  at  onr  hands  the  establishniettt 
of  every  guaranty  by  which  those  liberties  can 
be  secured. 
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OKiatj  arising  from  our  form  of  O^vermnent, 
and  pnrely  iocideiital  to  the  espootioQ  of  oar 
popolatioQ,  and  of  the  vast  intermta  involTed 
thereio.  It  waaaptiyiuidprofoiindljremarked 
hj  the  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  ffiLUijiB,)  that  the  biU  before  the 
House  iDTolved  the  fundanientftl  prineiples  of 
our  Gaverament,  and  aa  nicb  it  ought  to  bo  ap- 
proaohed.  I  agree  altogether  wit£  the  hooor- 
able  (^Dtleman,  and  as  SDch  only  can  I  conBenC 
to  approach  it.  In  Yain  have  I  endeavored  to 
discover  a  single  a^nroent  oalcnlated  to  in- 
validate thiei  portion  of  the  Menda  of  a  lov 
raUo.  OljectJons  have  been  aived  agunst  in- 
orease,  arising  from  the  form  and  oonstmotioii 
of  thie  Hall.  I  agree  with  my  honorable 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  (if  by  that  title  he 
will  allow  me  to  call  him,)  tiiat  it  would  be 
better,  far  better,  to  level  this  qileodid  edifice 
to  the  ground,  rather  than  let  it  ataod  an 
obataole  in  the  way  of  a  full  represeatation  of 
the  whole  people  of  this  Union.  Better,  sir, 
revert  to  the  primeTal  siniplicity  of  oar  Saxon 
anoestors  of  old,  or  our  red  brethren  of  the  far 
West,  and  meet  in  our  "  connoil  of  wise  men," 
under  the  broad  canopy  of  heaven. 

The  qneatton  was  taken  on  striking  ont  forty- 
eight  thousand,  and  inaertJng  Ibrtj-fonr  tbon- 
aand,  and  decided  in  the  illative — yeas  S6, 
nays  103. 


WKDNnDi.T,  Febmary  & 
Stport  on  a*  Tar^. 


A  Bill  to  Rtdaet  and  Egualit*  the  Dutitt  on  Jjn- 

Bt  it  tnaeted,  At.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
80th  day  of  June  next,  there  sbaU  be  levied,  col- 
lected, md  paid,  on  ill  Iron  and  steel,  salt,  sugar, 
cotton  bi^^g,  hemp,  flu,  and  manu^cturea  of 
iron,  eotton,  and  wool.  Imparted  hiCo  the  United 
States,  duties  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
aod  no  more,  until  the  SOth  of  Jane,  1B8S ;  after 
which,  the  said  datlea  ihaii  be  eighteen  and  three- 
fourths  per  oentum  ad  valoram,  and  no  more,  nntil 
the  SOth  of  June,  1884 ;  after  which,  the  «wd  datlea 
shall  l)e  twelve  and  a  lialf  per  centum  ad  valorem, 


the  United  Sutea,  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad 
yalorem,  and  no  more ;  except  auch  articlea  aa  are 
now  imported  free  of  duty,  or  at  a  lower  rate  of  ad 
valorem  duty  than  twelve  and  a  lialf  per  oentum. 

The  above  bill  (which  was  twice  read  and 
oommitted)  was  aooompanied  by  a  report  of 
oonsiderable  length.     When  it  was  annonnced, 

Mr.  Ihokbsoll  sud  he  would  avul  himself  of 
the  present  moment  to  state  to  the  Hoaw  that  he 
differed  toto  oalo  from  llie  mjyority  of  the  ocm- 


O*  Tariff.  ITnMAn-,  len 

mittee  by  whom  the  report  had  been  made.  It 
was  traa  he  stood  in  a  small  minori^  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans  on  this  qnestiofi, 
only  one  gentleman,  the  honorable  member  fma 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Giuiokk,)  agreeing  with 
him  in  committee  in  regard  to  the  protective 
policy  of  the  oonntrv.  He  had  beard  Um  itfiort 
read  bnt  onoe,  and  had  no  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine it  before  its  introdoction ;  it  wm  a  long 
maniuoript  of  some  thirty  P*S^  aimI  farther  tim* 
would  be  necessary  before  the  minority  would 
be  able  to  prepare  a  eomiter  report,  expresaiog 
their  viewa,  which  they  intended  tu  do  boa- 
after.  He  oonsidered  the  principles  of  the  re> 
port  and  the  accompanying  bill  as  ""'"g  at  tbs 
snbver«on  of  the  manofactnring  intereata,  th« 
great  meohanioal  interests,  and,  be  might  add, 
the  navigating  interests  too,  at  least  so  far  aa  tbs 
fisheriee  are  oonoemed,  for  the  leveUing  doc- 
trines j>Dt  forth  make  no  diatinction  on  the  rata 
of  duUee  on  any  kind  of  imports,  however  tbej 
might  bear  on  either  of  those  great  intarestsre- 
feired  to :  all  were  brought  down  to  twelve  ad 
a  half  per  cent,  thna  npruotjng  the  earliest  and 
wisest  policy  of  the  republic  He  felt,  there- 
fore, bound,  in  common  with  his  frieod  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gilhoub,)  to  meet  the  re- 
port with  a  protest  at  ita  first  introdaction  herb 
as  they  had  done  in  the  committee  room,  and 
should  reserve  to  himaelf  and  his  aaeodatai 
who  went  with  him,  the  right  of  preaantiBg 
thur  ot»eotioas  more  in  detail  hereafter,  and  in 
a  more  formal  manner. 

Mr.  Verpunok  remarked  that  he,  too,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Hcaoi, 
must  ask  to  be  indolged  in  the  same  nrivilcM 
which  he  liad  just  claimed  for  one  of  his  cu- 
leagues  on  the  committee,  and  to  espr«at  hit 
own  dissent  from  the  report  Just  made  by  tbsir 
chairman.  It,  however,  was  bis  misforttDe  oa 
this  oooaaion  to  occupy  a  ringnlar  and  solitary 
position  on  the  committee,  differiog  vmj  widely 
from  the  views  of  those  with  wlMHn  ha  bad 
often  before  acted  on  mmilar  occasions,  without 
agreeing  with  the  prindplee  and  otgecis  of  that 
minority  who  ably  represented  the  mannfactir- 
ing  interests.  The  report  made  by  the  chur- 
man,  and  in  which  the  tliree  Honthem  member* 
of  the  committee  bad  ooncnrred  with  him,  ooa- 
tained  many  priooipleB  and  arguments  in  which, 
said  Mr.  V.,  I  fully  agr^o ;  but  I  most  wholly 
protest  against  much  of  it,  which  rtnressDti 
the  great  harden  of  the  eziBtins  tariff  laws  as 
falling  almost  exclusively  in  heavy  taxation 
upon  the  planting  or  cotton  exporting  Stttet, 
whilst  the  Northern  and  Middle  States  reoeiie 
from  it  nothing  but  benefits.  I  cannot  afficnt 
to  any  report  on  this  subject^  which  dwiea  or 
omits  to  notice  the  heavy  weight  laid  by  u 
extravagant  and  ill-jodged  tariff  upon  the  frM 
laborer  of  the  North ;  the  effect  produced  in 
diminishing  the  real  reward  and  wages  of  fits 
labor ;  to  aa;  nothing  of  its  operation  upon  eom- 
mercial  enterprise.  If  I  oonld  think  that  wf 
opinions  on  these  and  other  points  on  wtieh  1 
differed  f^oiM  my  colleagoesonbothddesaf  tW 
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e  in  any  MiiM  oriabasl  or  pwn- 
liir,  I  «onld  not  have  thou^t  of  uidiil^iig  U17 
pride  titopimoa,  by  thos  obtrading  them  npon 
tbe  Hoiue.  Bnt  I  uu  ooa&dent,  tbAt  if  alone 
Id  tbma  TiewR  ia  the  committee  room,  I  am  not 
n  in  thu  Iloose.  At  aaj  rate,  I  am  sure  that 
I  «ipreaa  the  oouTiotioD  of  a  nmneroiu  and  in- 
telligent bodjr  of  my  own  immediate  oonetitn- 
toXa,  and  of  no  inoonsiderable  nnmbtf  of  other 
Ttloable  oitUeu  of  the  Blate  I,  in  part,  repre- 

KOL 

Still  this  report  mntaina  maoh  higher  matter 
— maay  weighs  ojHoioiuand  argnmenU  looidlf 
(ltd  powerfnllr  ni^ed— atfomeata  that,  if  erro- 
MWU,  (M I  think  tliey  pwtly  are,)  are  yet  en- 
titled to  the  most  earioDS  oonsid^tioa  of  tbe 
people  of  this  Umon,  as  expresnng  the  deliber-. 
ite  ud  deep-felt  conviotionB  of  a  great  body  of 
their  breibren.  It  is  for  tJieae  reawoe  that  I 
ibail.  as  loon  aa  it  ia  in  order,  move  for  the 


Ihii  pantKial  protest  aa  to  ninoh  of  its  doctarinei, 
raening  to  myself  tbe  right  of  doing  it  here- 
ifter  in  a  more  fbrmal  manner,  by  a  oonnter 
nport,  or  upon  t^e  floor  of  this  Honse. 

In  renrd  to  the  bill  accompanying  this  re- 
port, I  f^el  it  my  duty  to  odii  that  I  did  not 
igree  to  the  expediency  of  introdndng  it  in  this 
fbim,  whatever  I  might  have  Hionght  of  it 
theoretiooUy,  aod  under  other  rarcnmstanoee. 
From  the  low  point  of  final  rednotion  proposed, 
the  rapidity  of  redDotion,  and  the  sweeping  ez- 
test  of  iu  operation,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  te 
offer  any  satasfootory  basis  for  the  adjnstment 
of  that  distorbing  question  which  threatens  to 
Rod  thla  nation.  For  snob  an  adjnstment  I 
bid  hoped  at  tbe  beginning  of  tills  seatdon.  I 
•till  hqM  for  it,  tbongh  often  fearing  that  I  am 
hoping  against  hope.  Yet  I  do  still  look  aronnd 
ate,  snd  eepenially  to  some  parts  of  this  Hoose 
—^lere  ICr.  V.  appeared  to  address  the  ohair- 
nun  of  the  Ctommittee  on  Manofaotnres] — with 
the  rtrong  hope  of  yet  partioipating  in  a  conrse 
of  legislation  oonoeived  in  tbe  spirit  of  peace, 
sod  resulting  in  peace.  Until  then  I  mnst  pro- 
test igainst  being  considered  a  party  to  any 
neamre  or  any  expression  of  opinion  oslonlated 
to  prevent  or  delay  snch  measnres. 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Extort  on  Steam  Carriofei. 

Ur.  Mkboxb,  from  (be  Committee  cat  Roads 
ud  Canals,  reported  the  following  resolntion ; 

Sfolni,  That  the  report  of  ■  Select  Committee  of 
Um  Howe  of  CoDimona  of  Great  Britaio,  bearlDg 


Ur.  Spbioht  was  not  disposed  to  cavil  at  any 
ineans  by  which  information  might  ha  aOurded 
to  tbe  Bouse ;  bnt  when  callediipon  to  vote 
sH'ay  a  portion  of  the  public  money  for  tbe  pnr- 

Cof  printing  a  work,  be  thoaght  it  dne  to 
il^  and  to  those  whom  he  represented,  to 


aaoertun  what  was  the  valne  of  the  work  to 
tbe  publio,  for  which  a  disbarsement  of  tbe 
public  money  was  songhL  He  should  like  tbe 
work  in  qneation  to  be  lud  on  the  table,  that 
members  might  have  an  opportunit?-  of  exam- 
ining and  juo^ng  for  themselves  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  making  an  appropriation  of  the  public 
money  for  the  purpose  of  printing  it. 

Vr.  UcscBa  said  that  the  information  oon- 
tained  in  tbe  report  ooold  not  be  otherwise 
obtained  at  an  expenae  short  of  three  thonsuid 
dollars.  It  was  a  proposition  of  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  Internal  Improvements,  not  one  of  his, 

Mr.  Bow4Bt>  sn^geeted  to  the  gentleman  frwn 
Vi^pnia  tlie  propriety  of  amenSng  his  motion, 
so  aa  to  have  an  extraonmber  of  copies  printed. 

Mr.  Mbkirb  said  that,  acting  under  the  orders 
of  the  committee,  he  ooold  not  at  that  time 
offer  BQch  an  amendment;  when  tbe  copies 
ordered,  however,  should  be  supplied,  a  motion 
might  be  made  for  printing  an  extra  number, 
if  gentlemen  thongfat  proper. 

Mr.  If  rroBiu.  was  ijntte  as  anxioos  that  the 
Honse  shonld  be  well  informed  cm  every  suljeot 
as  any  gentleman  on  that  floor ;  bnt  he  thought 
they  might  as  well  pnblish  a  book  on  mathe- 
matics at  the  public  expense,  as  the  subject  be- 
fore them.  Ue  thought  they  conld  only  au- 
thorise the  printing  of  such  works  as  spmng 
immediately  out  of  sut^ects  before  the  Hoose ; 
and  snch  was  not  the  case  witb  the  report  in 
question. 

Hr.  £v>SETT  would  offer  one  or  two  obser- 
vations. It  was  bnt  a  week  since  that  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  moved  for 
tbe  printing  of  a  report  of  a  ctnnmittee  of  the 
British  House  of  Parliament  on  the  subject  of 
the  cholera  morhos ;  and  a  gentieman  from 
New  York  had  sabseqoently  moved  tiie  print- 
ing of  a  nnmber  of  extra  copies.  No  gentleman 
had,  on  those  ocoaaions,  objected  to  Uie  oonsti- 
tntionality  of  appropriating  public  money  .for 
the  printing  of  works  on  medicine  or  nosology. 
He  wooid  not  be  onderstood  to  place  those 
matters  which  effeoted  the  health  or  life  of  the 
oommanity,  on  a  parity  with  those  relating  to 
internal  improvements ;  bntitmnstbeadmitted 
that  every  thing  which  could  facilitate  the  lat- 
ter, was  of  great  interest  and  importance  to  the 
whole  commonwealth. 

Apporliimment  BSi. 

The  question  depending  at  the  time  of  tA- 
Jonmment  yesterday  was  00  striking  oat  the 
ratio  of  48,000,  and  inserting  4S,000. 

The  question  upon  this  amendment  waa 
forthwith  taken  without  debate,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  68,  nays  118. 

Hr.  DoDDBiDOE  moved  to  strike  out  48,000; 
and  insert  46,000. 

Thia  motion  was  also  nt^tived— yeas  71, 
nays  116. 

Mr.  Vascx  then  moved  44,400  as  a  substl- 
tote  for  the  ratio  of  48,000. 

Mr.  AoAMH,  of  Masaachiuette,  then  roee^  and 
addressed  the  House  as  follows : 
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Mr.  Speaker;  As  this  ia  probablj  the  lost 
opportnDit^  which  will  be  iflforded  for  proBent- 
iog  to  the  House  considerations  id  behalf  of 
those  States  which  are  agKi^eved  b;  the  ratio 
of  represeotation  fixed  in  the  bill  reported  by 
the  oommittee,  I  feel  myself  impelled,  by  an  ir- 
raeiatible  sense  of  duty,  to  offer  some  remarks ; 
in  doing  which,  however,  1  protaiae  not  to  tres- 
pasi  long  upon  the  indnlgenoe  of  the  House. 

In  the  first  place,  I  would  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Hoose  to  the  hardship  of  the  case  of  the 
States  egsrieved.  Some  days  since,  after  a  long 
and  fUI  discnsnon  of  the  qnestion  between  the 
nomber  of  48,000  reported  by  the  committee, 
and  of  44,000,  which  will  leave  every  Btate 
without  onrtailinent  of  her  representatdou  upon 
this  Soor,  the  House  did  decide,  by  a  vote  of 
ninety-eight  to  ninety-tdx,  In  favor  of  the  latter 
number ;  a  vote  by  which,  I  did  flatter  myself, 
that  those  who  had  the  power  of  tih  end  death 
in  their  hands  wonld  permit  ns  all  to  live— for 
to  take  away  from  any  Stato  of  the  Union  a 
part  of  her  representation  in  this  House,  is  to 
take  from  her  a  part  of  her  life. 

The  next  day,  however,  a  respected  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  for  whose  vote  I  had  felt 
gratefol  the  day  before,  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote ;  1  took  the  liberty  to  inqoire  what 
were  his  reaaons  for  moving  mat  reconsidera- 
tion; he  answered  that  it  was  becaase  there 
were  members  present  who  had  been  absent 
the  day  before,  and  who  wished  for  an  oppor- 
tonity  to  rote  upon  the  qnestion.  They  did 
vote,  and  the  decision  of  theprecedingdsy  was 
reversed  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  to  ninety- 
fonr.  Bnt  observe,  sir,  that  the  number  of 
voters  was  precisely  the  same.  If  these  new 
members  had  come  in  to  vote  the  second  day, 
there  was  an  eqnal  nmnber  who  had  voted  the 
day  before,  and  who  were  then  absent ;  so  that 
we  had  not  only  to  contend  with  the  new 
oomers,  bnt  lost,  by  abseDC&  votes  which  had 
been  ^ven  for  us  the  day  before.  We  also  lost 
two  votes  from  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been 
with  ns  the  preceding  day,  bnt  were,  on  the 
reconsideration,  against  us.  The  decision  of 
the  queation,  then,  ia  in  the  will  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. To  her  were  the  aggrieved  States  in- 
debted for  the  decision  in  their  fkvor ;  to  her 
must  they  attrihnte  the  reversal  of  that  decision. 

In  the  debate  of  the  day  npon  which  we 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  carry  Uie  ratio  of  44,000, 
I  had  taken  tiie  occasion  to  remark  the  singular 
coinddonce  between  the  composition  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bUI,  and  the  number 
of  46,000  fixed  as  the  ratio  of  the  representation 
in  it.  The  chairman  of  the  oommittee  is  aoiti- 
xen  of  the  SUte  of  Tennessee.  There  were  on 
the  committee  one  member  th)m  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  two  from  New  York,  one  from 
Ohio,  one  from  Uaine,  and  one  from  Loni^ana. 
These  six  States  have  now  ninety-three  members 
on  this  floor,  while  the  six  States  specially 

gjured  by  the  ratio  reported  in  the  bill.  New 
ampahire,  Uassachasetta,  Vermont,  Haryland, 
Qeorpa,  and  Kentucky,  have  only  fifly-four 


itBUL 


[Fcaxoan,  ISSL 


members.  The  two  States  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  alone  have  uxty  members — mx 
more  than  the  aggregate  nnmber  of  the  six  in- 
jnred  States.  Recurring  again  to  the  ratio  re- 
ported by  the  oommittee,  it  will  be  seMi  that,  to 
the  State  of  Lonisiana,  there  is  scarcely  any 
difference  between  the  ratio  reported,  and  that 
now  proposed  in  Its  atead ;  nor  Is  there  tay 
material  diSerence  to  the  States  of  New 
York,  Ohio,  and  Maine.  Bnt  with  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  which  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee belonf^  and  with  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  which  one  member  of  the  commitue 
is  a  citizen,  the  case  is  not  the  same.  So  pe- 
culiarly adapted  is  the  reported  number  of  49,- 
000  to  the  retnma  of  the  eensos  from  those  tco 
States,  that  it  gives  to  Tennessee  thirteen 
members,  with  a  population  of  6SG,S6S ;  and  to 
Ifassaohnsette  only  twelve  members,  with  a 
population  of  610,407.  It  gives  toPram^lvanii 
twenty-eight  memben,  one  for  every  48,1*6 
souls  in  the  State,  and  to  Vennont  only  five 
members,  or  one  for  every  GS,1S1  sools.  U 
this  what  the  constitntion  prescribes — a  repre- 
sentation according  to  nnmberst  The  ^te 
of  New  York  did  not  carve  for  heraelf.  There 
is  little  diflerence  between  the  two  numbers  U> 
berj  and  we  And  her  members  on  this  Sfxa 
votmg  diversely  npon  the  qnestitma  which  have 
arisen.  But  how  is  it  with  Pennsylvania,  now 
the  dictatoress  of  this  apportionment?  She 
has  twenty-sii  members  on  this  floor.  With 
one  or  two  exceptions,  she  has  voted  in  solid 
phalanx  against  db.  One  of  her  membos, 
(Oolonel  Watmohsb,)  indeed,  has  nnifonnly 
voted  in  favor  of  the  injured  States.  Ha  gave 
OS  yesterday  his  opinions,  in  a  manner  to  whi<h 
the  Honse,  and  I  trust  the  nation,  will  do  jus- 
tice. Whatever  the  effect  of  the  vote  now  to 
l>e  given  may  be,  his  opinions  were  delivered  in 
a  manner  honorable  to  himself  and  which  will 
reflect  honor  npon  his  oonstitQenta.  Thwewai 
no  selfish  or  contracted  principle  of  exelnave- 
ness  in  his  system ;  it  was  founded  on  the  purest 
basis  of  repablicanism — on  those  prindides  of 
conciliation  and  of  mntnal  ooDoesnon  which 
oueht  to  govern  all  the  oonncils  of  tbb  rniao, 
and  of  which  we  have  more  than  ever  need  at 
this  time.  With  that  exception,  and  one  more, 
yielded  for  one  day,  and  then  deeinve  in  oqr 
&vor — but,  1  lament  to  say,  the  next  day  with- 
drawn, with  like  bat  opposite  effect — with  ons 
or  two  of  these  eioeptico)!,  Pennsylvania  has 
moved  in  solid  column  to  sustain  the  latio 
which  snite  herself,  and  which  Is  ao  imeqnilly 
oppressive  on  six  of  the  smaller  States  m  tlie 
Union.  I  do  not  mean  to  complain  of  the  bon- 
orable  members  from  Pennsylvania.  I  merely 
sUt«  and  lamentlhe  fact  They  bavedoabtlesi 
done  what  they  consider  to  be  tjieir  duly.  As 
the  representative  of  a  portion  ot  the  pCK^  of 
a  State  which  at  the  first  organization  d  this 
Government  had  a  repreeentstioii  in  this  Hosss 
of  numbers  equal  to  hers^  now  redneed  aad 
divided  into  the  condition  of  a  small  State,  I 
observe  with  no  iavidions  feeing  that  swdliiv 
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tide  of  prospeiitj  which  has  yielded  so  luse  on 
iDcrease  b>  tier  npresentatioD  here ;  bnt  u  the 
efTect  of  tlist  increase  is  to  be  whu  we  ore  now 
witneeaing,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  oongider  what 
the  oondltioD  of  the  Bmsller  States  of  the  Union 
will  be,     Onea  in  erery  ten  years  to  have  the 


one,  or  certunJy  by  a  ooinbination  of  two  at 
the  largest  States  [  What,  for  instanoe,  oonld 
resist  Uie  combination  of  the  two  States  of 
Peun^lvania  and  New  York,  even  now  return- 
ing sixty  votes  in  this  Hoose,  to  establish  any 
ratio  of  representation  which  shonld  precisely 
iDit  themaelTee,  and  at  the  same  Ume  favor  one 
portion  of  the  smaller  States,  to  the  grievoos 
oppression  of  another?  If  this  example  shonld 
now  be  aet^  how  mncli  more  at  the  meroy  of 
those  Stataa  will  the  rest  he,  with  their  In- 
creased preponderance  at  Ibe  next  apportion- 
ment ten  years  hence ;  and  how  can  the  smaller 
Stites  expect  ever  to  obtain  relief) 

Ur.  ConLTBK  replied  at  some  length,  and 
lobmitted  his  reasons  for  resisting  the  ^peal 
Of  Mr.   *"*»",  and  for  opposing  the  amend- 

Ur.  Olat  and  Mr.  Polk  also  opposed  the 
amendmsnt,  and  Hr.  Watct,  Ur.  Lttohkb,  Ur. 
CtBsox,  and  Ur.  Slam  advocated  it 

At  length,  after  lood  calls  for  the  qaestion, 
the  qaestion  was  taken — yeaa  97,  nays  97. 

The  House  being  equally  divided,  the  Speaker 
voted  in  the  affirmativa,  and  decided  the  quea- 
tion  in  favor  of  the 'amendment 

Ur.  lxTU>a  then  rose,  and  s^d  there  had 
been  no  opportnnity  for  taking  the  sense  of  the 
HooM  on  a  ratio  larger  than  that  reported  in 
the  bill,  and  to  get  at  that  object,  he  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  with  in- 
■tnutions  to  strike  oat  the  ratio  at  44,400,  and 
insert  68,000.  Thu  ratio,  he  said,  would  give 
the  least  poedble  increase  to  the  present  nnmber 
of  repreaentatiTBa,  namely,  one  member. 

Mr.  Bua«s  moved  an  otljoiinuBUit.  Lost — 
-      "1.  nays  102. 


Mr.  MiTOHBLij  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  renewed 
the  motion  to  a^onm ;  wbidi  woa  also  n^o- 
tived. 

The  qnesUon  on  the  motion  for  recommit- 
ment, was  decided  in  the  n^ative — jeae  M, 
nays  129. 


THIIBSDA.T,  Febmary  S. 
Steam  Carriaget  ^n  Soadi. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mebokr,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Interna]  Improvements,  to  print  the 
rniort  of  the  British  Uonse  of  Commons  on  the 
mbjeet  of  tiie  operation  of  steam  carriages  on 
roads,  coming  np, 

Mr.  OutBRtUKO  thonght  that  if  it  were 
proper  to  appropriate  five  thonsand  doUars  an- 
nnslly  for  the  porpoae  of  a  Ubrarj  for  ttie  nse 


of  Congress,  it  was  equally  proper  to  vote  for 
an  appropriation  which  would  diffoae  iuformn- 
tion,  nnlversally  naeful,  not  only  amongst  the 
members  of  that  House,  bnt  throughout  me  na-  . 
tion.  He  wonld  go  as  far  aa  the  genUemaa 
from  Sontii  Carolina,  who  spoke  upon  this  sub- 
ject on  a  preceding  day,  as  to  the  constitutions] 
qnnalion,  bnt  he  did  not  consider  the  present 
would  be  an  infriugement  on  the  prinoiplea  of 
the  constitution,  if  the  annnalvoteof  £vethon> 
sand  dollars  for  the  Library  of  Congress  was 
not  BO  considered. 

Mr.  MiTOHBLii,  of  South  Carolina,  saidhe  had 
not  objected  to  the  oonstitutionality  of  the 
proposition,  but  to  ita  expediency.  He  was  as 
great  an  advocate  for  free  trade  aa  the  gentie- 
man  from  New  York  was  for  iDtamal  improve- 
ments; but  he  shonld  not  feel  himself  justified 
in  calling  on  that  House  to  appropriate  monej 
for  the  printing  of  a  work,  oontainiDg  an  ex- 
position of  the  advantages  of  f^  trade.  And 
what  was  the  work  before  them  but  a  work  on 
mechanics  t 

Mr.  Dsi.TroN  was  willing  that  the  sam« 
coarse  shonld  be  pursned  as  to  the  present 
work,  which  was  adopted  as  to  others  imported 
from  the  other  side  of  the  water.  He  wonld 
vote  to  put  it  in  the  Library. 

Mr.  MxBOSB  hoped  that  if  he  oonld  show  that 
gentlemen  had  wholly  misconceived  the  merits 
of  the  proposition,  they  wonld  assent  to  the 
motion  to  print  the  document  before  them. 
That  House  was  frequently  called  upon  to  de- 
cide betwixt  the  propriety  of  constmotinK  a 
road  or  cntting  a  <»nal ;  the  report  in  question 
would  aid  them  in  such  decision.  He  wonld 
further  state  that  there  was  not  another  copy 
of  the  document  in  the  United  States;  nor 
could  another  be  obtained  before  the  oonolorimi 
of  the  present  session.  He  hoped  this  would  he 
a  snfQclent  answer  for  all  the  ohjectiona  which 
had  been  proposed. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maasoohnsetts,  conceived  the 
subject  of  land  transportation  by  steam  to  b« 
one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  nation. 
They  had  seen  the  almost  incredible  effect* 
which  it  had  produced  on  water  carriage,  and 
there  was  reason  to  believe  it  would  be  fonnd 
still  more  powerful  by  land.  If  the  transmis- 
sion of  intelligence  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  the  other  could  be  facilitated,  whether  re- 
garded as  tuitsodvautagesin  the  state  of  war  or 
of  peace,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
lend  its  aid  to  such  a  pnrpose. 

Mr.  Baknwbli.  rote  to  point  out  a  diffbrenoe 
in  the  present  case,  and  the  one  formerly  re- 
ferred to  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  EvKBTiT,)  that  of  a  report  printed  at  the 
request  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiiiirs, 
on  the  subject  of  the  cholera  morbus.  That 
request  had  arisen  from  a  memorial  referred  to 
them  on  the  snbject  He  thought  gentlemen 
could  not  avoid  seeing  the  distinction  between 
that  case  and  the  present.    He  bad  always  ez- 

S'essed  his  abhorrence  that  members  of  that 
ouse  should,  by  Uieir  own  vote,  supply  them- 
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Mlvea  with  libr&riea.  What  wu  the  effect  of 
the  present  motioD  but  to  anpplj  them  witli  an 
additional  Tolamet  It  mignt  be  that  some 
members  oonBidered  their  ooitatitnenta  at  amply 
compensated  by  the  additional  wisdom  they 
thus  attained ;  bnt  baTing  neither  experienced 
It  in  his  own  case,  nor  notieed  it  in  the  aotion 
of  that  Hoose,  he  conceived  it  his  daty  to  vote 
against  the  proportion  to  print  the  report  on 
the  table. 

Ur.  PoLZ  here  made  an  ineffbctoal  motion 
that  the  House  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the 

Jf  r.  Dbabbobh  followed  In  sopport  of  the 
resolntloa  to  print,  and  enlarged  on  the  impor- 
tance to  the  whole  oominnnity  of  the  information 
oontained  in  the  report. 

Mr,  WioKum  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
Boose  would  proceed  at  once  to  vote  apon  tlie 
proposition. 

Mr.  MoDcTFH  said  the  only  anestion  ap- 
peared to  be  how  the  House  should  set  the  in- 
formaUon.  For  his  own  part,  he  (Mr.  UoD.) 
thought  that  If  they  were  to  have  it,  they  had. 
better  obtain  it  fhtro  their  own  printer,  than 
import  books  from  abroad  to  fill  the  Librorj 
of  OoDgress. 

Mr.  MtTOHKLL,  of  Booth  Carolina,  moved  an 
amendment,  to  add  the  words,  "that  at  any 
■Doh  time  as  may  be  expedient"  the  printing 
misht  be  ordered. 

Mr.  L.  OoNDioT  moved  the  previons  qnastion, 
which  being  sustained,  the  amendment  was 
out  off;  and 

The  question  upon  agreeing  to  the  rSEoIntion 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  120,  nays  61. 

AfpOTtiMin«iU  BUI. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
bill  to  fix  the  ratio  of  representation. 

Ur.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  ont  4  and  inserting  7, 
•0  as  to  read  4T,800. 

Mr.  Mbsokb,  went  into  a  statement  of  the 
▼otea  yesterday  on  the  ratio  of  44,400,  and  of 
the  known  sentiments  of  cert^n  of  the  ab- 
sentees, to  show  that  a  majority  ot  the  whole 
Bouse  was  in  favor  of  that  ratio,  and  that  It 
was  not  fur,  therefore,  to  prees  the  ratio  of 
47,800  to-day,  when  from  various  causes  the 
House  might  be  differeoUy  composed,  and  not 
express  it0  true  sense. 

Mr.  Polk  argned  to  show  the  fallacy  of  en- 
deavoring to  satisfy  eve^  State,  as  it  was  now 
plain  that  as  fast  as  ooe  State  after  another  was 
yielded  to,  it  held  ont  inducements  to  others  to 
attempt  still  further  changes  to  accommodate 
them,  and  thus  removed  each  gnccessive  decision 
OS  far  as  ever  from  satisfying  all. 

Mr.  Olation,  of  Georgia,  stated  his  desire  to 
oSbr  an  amendment,  the  substance  of  which 
was  that  each  State  which,  nnder  the  ratio 
adopted,  should  have  a  fraction  equal  to  half 
the  nnmber  of  the  ratio,  should,  for  such  frac- 
ti<m,  be  entitled  to  an  additional  member.    He 


was  confident  be  could  show  to  tbe  Honse  that 
snch  a  provision  was  not  forbidden  by  the  con- 
stitution;  and  he  thought  it  would  reconrileaO 
the  existing  difflcnlties  in  fixing  the  ratio ;  but 

Tbe  Speaker  decided  tbe  propocntion  to  b« 
not  now  m  order. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  CuT'a 
amendment  for ,47,800,  and  was  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  82,  nays  111. 

MoRDAT,  Febniaiy  13. 
WoMhiiifflon's  SemminM. 
Mr.  Thovas,  of  Louisiana  from  the  Joint 
oommittee  of  the  two  Houses,  app<^nted  to  re- 
port on  the  subject  of  the  centennial  anniver- 
iary  of  the  birthday  of  George  WashingtMl, 
made  a  report,  (the  same  as  that  made  to  the 
senate  on  the  same  day,)  scoompaaied  by  the 
fbllowing  resolutions ; 

Retolved  bg  the  Setuilt  and  ffoau  of  Rejmnta- 
tivf  of  th*  Unittd  Stale  of  AmtHfa  io  Ctmgrat 
atimMtd,  That  the  Freeident  of  the  Seumte  ud 
the  Speaker  of  tbe  Honae  of  RepresentatiTa  b* 
hereby  ■ntboiiicd  to  nuke  appUcitlon  to  John  K. 
Wuhlneton,  of  Hount  Teroon,  for  tbe  body  of 
Oeorge  Ws^lngton,  to  be  removed  and  depoaiMd 
in  the  ca]^tol,  at  Washington  city,  in  eonfanDitj 
with  tbe  retolutioa  ofCongren  of  the  S4tb  Dec^a- 
ber,  1798  ;  and  that  if  tbej  obtaio  the  requisite  coa- 
sent  to  tba  remoTsl  thereof,  they  be  lurtbrr  author- 
ized  to  cause  it  to  be  removed  and  deported  in  tba 
cai^Iol,  on  the  i2d  du;  of  February,  1S32. 

Sttalvat,  That  the  President  oC  tbe  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  tba  House  of  Reprfsentativee  b«  aIso 
■ulhorized  to  prescribe  the  order  of  such  cerpmODiea 
as  thev  msy  deem  suitable  to  (he  occasion,  of  the 
interment  of  tbe  body  of  George  'Waihington,  in  tba 
captol,  on  the  day  above  mentioned :  and  that  the 
tvo  Houses  of  Congress  will  attend  and  aaMt  m 
the  perfornisnce  of  those  ceremonies. 

Mr.  TnoifAB  observed  that,  according  to  the 
ordinary  rules  of  the  House,  the  resolution  w*a 
required  tolie  for oneday  upon  the  table;  bntaa 
the  time  remaining  for  its  execution  was  short, 
it  would  be  proper,  if  the  Bouse  acted  upon  it 
at  alL  to  do  so  immediately,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  that,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  resolo- 
tiOD  would  now  be  taken  up,  and  acted  npon. 

The  suggestion  of  Mr.  TaovAS  bdng  agreed 
to  by  the  Uouse,  the  reaolution  was  thereopm 
read ;  and  the  qnestiou  being  on  the  Honsa 
conciuTing  therewith, 

Mr.  MoGoT,  of  Vir^oia,  addressed  the  Honae 
in  some  remarks,  which,  owing  to  his  remote 
situation,  and  the  feebleness  of  his  voice,  were 
very  imperfectly  heard.  It  had  been  his  mia- 
fortune  to  l>e  placed  npon  the  committee  who 
had  made  this  report,  and  to  disagree  with  the 
minority  as  to  its  propriety,  and  the  more  he 
resected  upon  the  aubject,  the  more  he  was 
confirmed  m  his  dissent.  For  what  purpose 
but  that  of  a  vain  show  were  the  r«mains  of 
General  Washington  to  be  removed  tmni  the 
place  which  he  had  himself  selected  to  receive 
them!  Was  it  that  the  capitol  would  be  in  tba 
place  of  a  vast  monument  over  his  bones  t 
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he  should  be  opposed  to  plooing  them  here. 
He  hotl  another  reuon.  If  th«  ^ood  people  of 
Vii^aia  had  wished  that  those  remaios  slionld 
b«  removed,  thej  would  have  done  it  bj  the 
Mit^rity  of  Ili«r  own  State  Legislature.  It 
bad  been  said  that  OoDgreea  was  called  to  re- 
de«n  the  pledn  which  tbvj  hod  ^ven  in  1799 ; 
bat  if  that  pleqje  was  binding,  whj  had  it  never 
be«a  redeemed  before  now!  Aiid  he  would 
■sk,'  where  was  the  stopoing  place  shonld  Oon- 
greei  oommowe  with  ealelmSDg  the  birthday 
of  this  distingnidud  individiialt  It  wootd  be 
nunifeal  that  there  oonld  be  no  stt^ping  place. 
It  would,  he  supposed.  b«  inaistod  that  (Mogreaa 
were  boand  to  carry  ttie  reBoIotion  of  1799  into 
fall  effect.  But  the  Congress  of  17S9  had  set 
mkn  J  precedents  which  lie  did  not  hold  himself 
bound  to  follow.  Among  others,  the  sedition 
law,  and  alien  law,  and  diTCm  others  which  the 
good  people  of  the  United  States  were  not  well 

£  leased  with.  These  were  the  reasons  for  which 
e  was  opposed  to  disturbing  the  remains  of  the 
venerabie  patriot. 

Mr.  Hrboib,  of  Virginia,  rose  in  reply,  and 
■aid,  that,  as  to  the  preoedeote  which  had  been 
Mt  in  1798  and  1799,  he  was  not  responsible ; 
for  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  been  ad- 
verse to  both  the  obnoiioiis  laws  referred  to  by 
hla  raspMited  oolleagne ;  but  the  connection  of 
thoM  precedents  with  the  resolution  which  it 
was  proposed  to  carry  into  effect,  was  quite  too 
remote,  to  make  it  proper  to  refer  to  them  on 
the  present  occasion.  A  more  proper  reference 
irocid  have  been  to  the  nnanimity  of  the  vote 
which  passed  witbont  a  disMntang  voice  at  that 
mournful  period  which  t>edewed  this  land  with 
tb«  tears  of  the  children  of  Waahington.  Such 
was  the  noiver«al  griet^  that  every  individual 
in  the  oonntry  soognt  some  way  irf  giving  ex- 
presaioQ  to  it.  It  was  eipressed  publicly,  in  sol- 
emn assemblies  of  the  people,  and  in  private,  by 
the  almost  universal  adoption  of  some  outward 
token  of  mourning  io  the  dress  of  both  sexes. 
,AJ1  were  onanimons  in  declaring  their  sorrow 
for  tbe  loss  of  him  of  whom  it  had  Justly  been 
sud  that  he  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace, 
and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  oonntrpncn."  Ur. 
]L  eameatly  protested  against  all  reference  tu 
the  politics  of  the  day,  which  was  marked  by 
bis  nntimeiy  death.  He  called  it  so,  for  it  was 
imtiraely,  whether  regard  was  had  to  the  age, 
etrength,  and  health  of  his  frame,  or  to  the 
inUrests  and  fondest  wishes  of  his  country. 
3Cr.  IL,  however,  had  not  risen,  he  said,  fbr  the 
purpone  of  making  these  remarks,  bnt  to  ~~ 
rect  his  colleagne  in  another  respect — i 
M«tement  which,  if  it  had  been  correct,  wonld 
indnce  him  to  agree  in  opposing  the  resolntion. 
Hia  colleainie  h^  referred  to  tbe  wishes  of  tbe 
people  of  Virginia;  bnt  Virginia  had  not  been 
unmindful  of  what  she  owed  to  the  memory  of 
the  greatest  of  her  sons.  In  the  year  181S,  a 
proposition  had  passed  both  branches  of  her 
LegiaUtnre,  to  remove  the  venerated  remains 


of  Washington,  and  to  deposit  them  beneath  a 
suitable  roonnmeot  in  Bichmond ;  but  when 
the  resoIntJOD  to  that  effect  had  been  submitted 
le  surviving  head  of  the  family,  the  late 
Judge  Boshrod  Washington,  that  gentleman 
entertained  the  opinion  that  t^e  removal  was 
inhibited  by  the  disposition  which  Washington 
had  made  of  his  own  remuns. 

Mr.  GoBDOK,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  deep 
regret  tiiat,  on  an  occasion  like  this,  tbere 
shonld  he  any  division  of  sentiment  amongst 
those  who  were  called  to  oelebrate  the  birthday 
of  the  most  illustrions  of  our  citizens ;  and  he 
conld  not  but  think  that  there  would  have 
been  a  unanimity  more  worthy  of  the  occasion, 
had  not  the  Select  Committee  thonght  proper 
to  introduce  a  resolution,  oalcnlated  in  its  vei^ 
nature  to  produce  division.  Tbe  question  it 
involved  bad  from  tbe  beginning  tieen  an  ex* 
citing  and  a  dividing  onestion.  General  Wash- 
ington Lad  died  in  uie  bosom  of  his  familv, 
afUr  a  long  I>f^,  glorioos  to  himself  to  hia 
country,  and  to  mankind.  He  had  been  buried 
npon  his  own  estate,  amidst  his  own  connec- 
tions, by  his  family  and  Ms  neighbors;  sod 
what  was  now  pronosed  to  be  done?  To  vio- 
late the  sanctity  of  tJie  grave ;  to  take  his  bones 
from  their  honored  d^Muit,  and  translate 
them  to  another  spot. 

Mr.  O.  sud  he  knew  it  had  been  common, 
when  our  heroes  had  perished  in  foreign  lands, 
to  redeem  their  bones  by  a  national  act  from 
the  estrangement  into  which  they  had  been 
accidentally  thrown.  But  he  suspected  that 
the  present  was  the  first  intanoe,  when  it  had 
been  proposed  or  was  thought  of,  to  take  their 
remuns  m>m  the  home  of  the  deceased,  and 
from  his  native  soil.  And  for  wbatt  For  a 
monument  to  his  memory)  Had  it  not  been 
once  said  of  an  illastrions  foreigner  that  "  all 
Florence  was  his  monument !  "  And  mi^ht  it 
not  with  equal  truth  and  force  be  asked,  is  not 
this  city  a  monument  to  Washington!  Nay, 
we  might  ask,  was  not  the  entire  country  his 
monument!  and  her  lilwrty  and  happiness  his 
best,  his  noblest  memorial!  He  must  disagree 
with  one  of  his  colleagues  (Mr,  Ukbceb)  in  the 
sentiment  that  tbe  removal  of  tbe  ex-aoimated 
tiones  of  the  patriot  would  have  anjr  great  effi- 
ciency towsnl  cementing  the  union  of  the 
States.  Tbe  way  to  cement  the  Union  was  to 
imitate  tbe  virtues  of  Washington ;  to  remove 
not  bis  body,  but,  if  possible,  to  transfer  hU 
spirit  to  these  Halls.  Gentlemen  oould  not 
suppose  that  the  mere  removal  of  his  dust 
would  infliso  into  their  breast  any  higher  ven- 
eration for  his  virtues.  Let  it  r^er  be  their 
part,  instead  of  disturbing  his  tranes,  each  to 
^o  to  the  altar  of  his  country,  and  swear  to 
imitate  the  example  of  Washington.  Besideij 
there  was  another  aspect  of  tbe  subject,  which 
though  he  was  sorry  to  advert  to,  yet,  as  a  Vir- 
ginian, he  could  not  for  his  soul  repress ;  Con- 
fess bad  no  right  to  remove  that  dust.  'Wash- 
ington had  given  his  lifo  to  the  United  States, 
and  Virginia  r^<^oed  to  remember  it.    But  hia 
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bonea  belooged  to  her  Mil.  Her  tona  hoaored 
the  spot  where  tbej  reposed,  and  tbef  thoo^bt 
that  that  was  a  spot  where,  if  anjwhere,  nmon 
and  peaco  should  ever  dweU.  The  out  propoeed 
in  the  resolutioa  waa  bat  a  vulgar  honor.  It 
degraded  Washington  to  the  measure  of  little 
men,  who  needed  a  monnnient  to  preserve  their 
same.  Sicco  the  art  of  printing  had  been  in- 
vented, pillars  and  monuments  were  but  idle 
records.  Letters  were  the  best,  the  endoring 
monument.  Thej  held  the  name  and  the  deeds 
of  Wssbingtoo,  and  would  bold  them  forever ; 
and  it  was  vain  to  attempt  bj  an  empty  pa- 
geant, nnchrisdan  in  its  diarscter,  ana  everj 
way  in  bad  taste,  to  odd  an;  thing  to  Washing- 
ton's immortality.  8nch  a  celebration  wouM 
be  sore  to  dissatlsl^  the  people  of  his  native 
State.  In  a  great  assooiatiun  of  republioa  such 
as  ours,  the  best  and  Mrest  competitioii  was 
this';  who  should  furnish  citizens  most  devoted 
to  their  country ;  who  shonld  be  farthest  irom 
that  selfiaboeBS  which  degrades  a  patriot.  Let 
snch  be  our  emultition,  and  let  iJie  virtnes  of 
Washington  be  set  before  us  as  oar  modeL  If 
we  practise  these,  then  will  our  union  be  im- 
mortaL  But  let  not  the  House,  by  separating 
the  remains  of  Washington  from  his  own  be- 
loved State,  and  m airing  them  an  objaot  of  the 
Tolgar  gaze,  seek  to  gratify  men  who  ooold 
never  be  moved  by  a  coouderation  of  his  great 
example. 

Ur.  Coke,  of  Ya.,  said  it  had  not  been  his 
intention  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  re- 
marks npoo  the  sulfjeot,  beoatue  he  was  adverse 
to  a  protracted  deMt«  on  a  question  where  the 
vote,  he  had  thought,  shonld  be  both  Immediate 
and  nnaoimoua.  His  feelings,  however,  had 
controlled  that  intention,  for  he  could  not  rec- 
oncile to  biouelf  silenoe  on  such  an  occasion. 
He  begged  the  House  to  pause  in  the  matter, 
and  reflect  upon  the  operation  of  the  resolution 
upon  the  feeunge  of  Virginia,  before  it  came  to 
a  determination  to  remove  the  mort«i  remains 
of  Washington  from  the  last  home  whii^  those 
remains  had  found  in  the  soil  of  that  State. 
He  would  b^  them,  in  language  of  the  most 
earnest  sapphcation,  not  to  give  their  sanction 
to  the  propoifltion.  For  his  own  part,  he  coold 
scarcely  give  utterance  to  his  feeUngs  in  re- 
gard to  it.  He  felt  as  if  he,  as  a  Virginian,  and 
the  State  of  which  he  was  a  native,  were  on 
the  verge  of  losing  something  in  comparison 
with  which  all  the  riches  of  the  world  would, 
in  his  and  her  estimation,  weigh  bnt  as  dust  in 
the  balance,  and  he  be^ed  Uiem,  under  the 
influence  of  such  a  feeling,  whilst  the  sad  de- 
cree was  yet  nneiecnted,  to  refVtua  from  de- 
priving them  of  that  which  was  beyond  all 
f trice.  The  proposition  contained  in  the  reso- 
ation  was  to  remove  the  ashes  of  Qcorge 
Washington.  That  illustrious  man  was  a  native 
of  Virginia ;  his  life  and  his  services  had  been 
devoted  to  the  common  canse  of  his  country; 
to  those  services,  and  to  that  lite,  his  whole 
career  showed  that  the  country  was  welcome ; 
but  he  (Ur.  C.)  implored  them  in  the  name  of 


I  AawuH.  [FiMtun,  itn. 

Ood  not  to  deprive  die  land  which  had  grm 
him  birth,  and  which  was  justly  proud  at  Ids 
virtue  and  renown,  of  the  last  ccHiBidation  ot 
being  the  depodtory  of  his  bones.  He  begged 
the  House  to  make  allowance  for  the  fedinga 
of  Virginia  in  this  matter.  There  were  at  the 
present  time,  in  the  flag  of  the  eonfedmcy,  the 
glitt«ring  stars  of  twenty-four  soverrign  «nd 
independent  States;  bot  the  time  mi^t  per- 


nese,  and  present  to  the  view  twen^-foor  atg- 
ments  of  a  great  and  powerful  rMinbhc,  waniog 
the  one  with  the  other.  At  that  lameatiUa 
time,  then,  he  would  aak  should  Virginia,  io 
offering  homsge  to  the  memory  of  the  mighty 
dead,  be  forced  to  pay  a  pilgrimage  to  the  rs- 
mains  of  her  own  son  through  aoenee  tit  Uiwd 
shed  perhaps  by  kindred  handst  Bat  wbj 
should  it  be  wished  to  strip  ViigiaU  ot  tbe 
last  sad  relics  of  him  who  stood  pretaiMat 
among  the  wise,  the  virtuona,  the  patriotic,  asd 
tbe  brave!  Virginia  did  not  desire  the  re- 
moval of  his  remains  from  her  own  laad.  Al- 
ready had  preparotjcma  been  made  to  trsBrfff 
his  honored  dost  to  Kohmond.  The  vote  of  s 
Vir^ia  Le^slatnre  had  provided  for  this  event, 
and  »  fund  had  been  aootunnlatad  to  cony  ber 
resolutions  into  efibot.  Why  sbonld  Cougran 
anticipate  the  wiahes  of  those  who  knew  klia 
beet,  who  most  ^ipreoiated  bis  worth,  and  wko 
were  above  all  others  dirooeed  to  pay  houn  to 
him  as  one  of  themselves  I  It  wss^  he  reoeated, 
the  first  wish  of  Vir^ni*  to  enshrine  nls  re- 
mains in  her  own  c^toL 

Mr.  Da^sBOBir,  of  Hassachnsetta,  said  h«  tud 
been  gratified  by  the  patriotic  oppoatioii  of 
several  of  the  members  trvm  Virginia  to  this 
proposition ;  he  was  not  surprised  *t  tlmr  le- 
luctanoe  to  part  with  the  remains  of  thur  de- 
parted hero.  Bnt  whatever  daim  migbt  ba 
asserted  by  the  State  of  Vii^inia,  it  wk  cer- 
tain that  the  United  States  owed  a  debt  of 
gratitude  paramount  to  that  of  Virginia.  Thiise 
who  were  not  citizens  of  Virginia,  wished  the 
interment  of  those  remains  in  common  grooid, 
which  eqnally  belongs  to  the  whole  United 
States.  We  did  no  wrong  to  Virginia  in  dis- 
charging this  duty  which  had  been  too  ioog 
postponed.  History  shows  as  no  nation  that 
has  not  been  ambitious  to  commemorste  tbe 
^eat  deeds  of  their  illnstiioiu  citizens.  Tbcn 
IS  no  security  that  Mount  Vernon  will  nma 
tbe  property  of  the  present  &mily.  6uoh  it 
the  state  of  our  laws,  that  it  may  be  wU  at 
auction,  and  those  sacred  remuns  mv  be  tnf- 
chased  by  a  foreigner.  He  wished  aometlu^ 
done  that  might  ^ectnally  guard  agtiiut  »> 
events.  He  wished  those  remwns  laighl  ba 
placed  under  the  protection  of  tbe  wboi*  na- 
tion. So  tar  from  regarding  thb  stepasssem^ 
pons  or  unchristian,  as  it  had  been  tecmtd,  be 
considered  it  one  of  the  highest  aeto  of  ebria- 
tianity  and  virtue  to  commemorate  tbe  nent* 
of  departed  worth.  A  monument  was  rf  »* 
consequence  to  Washington.    He  niifht  hate 
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declined  snoh  ta  honor,  had  he  been  couBalUd 
dnring  bis  lifa.  Bat  doei  thb  coaBidarntion 
ibtolve  ng  froni  our  datj  f  It  wm  far  oarMlvee 
wd  our  pMteritT'  tliat  a  pemuDent  moniiiii«nt 
iboold  be  erected — a  point  to  which  onr  ehii- 
dran  might  be  luitrncted  to  look  up,  and  to 
emulate  the  Tirtoe  of  the  man  in  whooe  honor 
it  was  e«tabliahed, 

Mr.  £.  EvxBETT,  of  Hanaohiuwtts.  I  do  not 
riie  to  make  »  speech  on  tfab  ocoasion ;  hat  to 
Mj  a  vety  few  norii,  otdefly  in  replf  to  the 
gmtleoiaa  Irom  Vi^inia,  (Mr.  MoOoy,)  who 
oppoMe  the  paaaage  of  this  rasdntion.  One  of 
hu  ol^eotions  was,  that  the  reeolntion  of  1799, 
propodDg  the  removal  of  the  remuns  of  Wash- 
iwton  to  the  CM>itoL  was  one  of  the  bad  prec- 
edeoU  mC  bj  the  Oongrets  of  1709.  I  waa 
leej  aony  to  hear  moh  an  allosion  from  ao 
napectaUe  a  sootce.  The  gentleinaa  mnit 
have  fbrgoUen  that  the  reeolntion  of  1799,  in- 
Btead  of  beioK  one  of  the  measarea  to  which  he 
BHaded,  as  dividing  the  opinions  of  tbe  conn- 
tT7,  and  oa  which  a  in^ontj  of  the  people  dis- 
Kated  frmn  the  m^oritj  of  that  Congress,  was 
a  measure  in  which  that  Congress  was  onan- 
imou.  In  a  time  of  aa  great  political  eioite- 
meot  as  probably  ever  existed,  when  the  par- 
tisa  in  Congress  and  in  tbe  cooatrr  were  eiBS- 
pented  against  each  other,  to  a  d^ree  never 
Boipassed,  if  ever  signalled,  every  member  of 
tbit  Coogreaa  gave  hu  vote  for  that  resolution ; 
and  it  wu  probabl]'  the  only  sabject,  in  the 
wide  compass  of  homan  feding  and  action,  on 
which  that  Oongreas  oonld  have  voted  as  one 
DUO.  And  jet  the  gentleman  olaeeei  a  reaolo- 
tJtHi,  thos  passed,  and  for  thepnrpose  of  doiag 
hooor  to  tbe  memory  of  Waabington,  with 
thow  measores  of  a  politieal  character,  which 
dirided  Ooogress  and  distracted  the  conntry. 

Bnt  it  is  said  we  are  going  to  violate  the  re- 
pose of  the  dead;  to  br^  into  the  sepulobre, 
tod  rifle  it  of  ita  precions  deposit.  Sir,  do  we 
do  sny  toch  thing !  Shall  we  not  go  to  that 
venerated  tomb,  with  every  poBBible  warrant 
both  of  anthoritf  and  delicacy  t  Was  not  the 
cooaent  of  the  consort  of  the  father  of  his 
country  obtained,  at  a  moment  when  her  feel- 
ings were  bleeding  ander  tbe  recent  loss  of  the 
iUnurions  partner  of  her  life  I  Fortified  with 
her  ooDseut,  deliberately  given,  and  at  Uiat 
Diomant,  «ho  shall  qaeslion  the  right  or  the 
propriety  of  the  procedure  I  Violirte  the  re- 
pose of  the  grave  I  Sir,  we  are  discharging 
towards  that,  sacred  depoMtory  a  moat  im- 
pecative  daty.  If  there  is  one  darker  spot  in 
the  history  of  this  Union  than  another,  it  is 
tliat  we  have  left  so  long  unredeemed  the 
solemn  pledge  which  was  given  by  the  people 
of  Acnenca,  throngb  their  representatives  bore, 
in  the  first  momeata  of  bereavement.  Violate 
the  reptne  of  tbe  dead  I  Sir,  we  are  going  to 
pay  a  Iribate  of  reepeot  to  the  ashes  of  the  fa- 
ttier of  his  conntey,  sach  as  tbe  history  of  the 
world  cannot  match  with  a  parallel.  If  this 
nsolation  is  adopted,  and  on  the  a2d  of  Feb- 
narj  the  remains  tJ  onr  beloved  hero  and 


patriot  shall  be  removed  iVom  Meant  Vernon 
to  this  capitol,  it  will  be  a  transaction  of  a 
character  of  extraordinary  solemnity,  grsndenr, 
and  interest.  Soch  a  prooeasion  as  will  be 
formed  to  receive  these  sacred  remains,  the 
mnltitudes  of  old  and  yonng — the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  nation,  tbe  citizens  of  this 
District,  and  of  the  neighboring  region,  who 
shall  assemble  to  witness  the  awful  spectacle  of 
the  remains  of  the  father  of  his  couotry,  on 
their  way  to  their  resting  place  beneath  the 
fonndation  of  this  capitol — all  this,  sir,  will 
constitnte  a  transaction  unexampled  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  for  its  e&bcts  on  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  those  who  may  take  part  in  It,  or 
witness  it. 

I  agreed  more  with  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  CoKK.)  who  said  he  rose  to  eo-oper- 
ate  with  his  coliesgoe,  (Mr.  Gobiwn,)  than  I 
did  with  that  coUeaga&  who  compMned  that 
we  were  going  to  break  in  npon  the  repose  of 
tbe  grave.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  Coke)  was 
willing  to  open  the  sacred  portals  of  that  grave, 
and  remove  its  deport,  not  indeed  to  this  cap- 
itol, but  to  Richmond.  Now,  sir,  I  cheerfully 
admit,  that  of  the  titlca  of  Vi^nia  to  tbe  re- 
spect and  consideration  of  her  sister  Btate^  it 
is  among  the  first,  that  she  is  the  parent  of  onr 
Washington.  Bnt  let  her  not  forget  that, 
though  Washiofton  was  by  birth  a  motive  of 
the  colony  of  Virginia,  he  lived  and  died  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  of  America ;  united 
more  by  hia  labors,  conneels,  and  sacrifices. 
than  those  of  any  other  individnal.  The  saorea 
remuna  are,  as  the  gentleman  well  said,  a 
treasure  beyond  all  price,  bnt  it  is  a  treasnre  of 
which  every  part  of  this  blood- cemented  Union 
has  a  right  to  claim  its  share. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  UoOot) 
asked,  if  we  begin  this  way,  where  shall  we 
end  t  Sir,  I  wish  it  might  even  become  more 
difficult  to  answer  that  question.  I  wish  it 
may  even  be  bard  to  say,  where  shall  we  end 
witik  these  testimonials  of  respect  jiaid  to  a 
worth  like  that  of  Washington.  Be  tt,  sir,  that 
we  know  not  where  we  shall  end.  I  know 
where  we  ongbt  to  begin,  and  that  is,  with  the 
man  who  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and 
first  in  the  hearts  of  hia  countrymen."  Sir,  I 
will  be^n  with  him.  If,  hereafter,  another 
shall  anse,  who  will  live  like  Wa-^ington, 
when  he  dies,  let  him  be  laid  by  his  side. 

Mr.  TooHPSON,  of  Georgia,  said  that  he  had 
to  perform  what  be  was  spprehenaive  would 
by  some  be  considered  an  ungracions  tusk ;  for, 
like  tbe  genUeman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  MoOot,) 
who  first  addressed  tbe  House,  he,  too,  was  un- 
fortnnste  enough  to  be  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  the  resolution  now  under 
cousideration.  Unfortunate,  he  said,  because, 
aa  he  heretofore  had  been,  and  now  was  op- 
posed to  the  proposition  contained  in  this  reso- 
Intion,  he  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  asked  to  be 
eiensed  from  serving  on  the  committee  when 
it  was  announoed.  Bnt,  said  he,  the  novelty  uf 
the  proposition,  as  connected  with  tbe  centui- 
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niat  aimiTeraar7  of  the  birthday  of  OeorEe 
'WashiDgton,  was  so  impoong,  that  it  scaroely 
sdmitt«3  reflection.  For  anoh  was  the  inten- 
eity  of  feeliog  eicited  by  the  oocasion,  that, 
notwithstandins  a  diaaent  to  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  was  dietiactly  heard  in  some  parts  of 
the  Hall,  the  impresuon  was  eeneral  that  the 
vote  was  aDaQimoas,  and  I  believe  was  so  en- 
tered on  the  Jonmal.  If  feeling  had  given  plaoe 
to  reflection,  the  proposition  woold  have  met 
what  it  has  met  on  former  ocoasione  somewhat 
eimilor,  a  decided  oppodtioa.  1  ezpreesed  my 
dissent  in  the  committee ;  but  I  there  admit' 
ted,  as  I  DOW  frankly  adnut,  that  if  it  could  be 
rigltt,  tinder  any  oiroamstances,  to  remove  the 
remans  of  the  illnstrious  deceased  from  their 
present  deposit,  I  cannot  conceive  of  an  ooca- 
eiwt  more  appropriate  than  the  spproftching  an- 
niversary of  his  birth.  Daring  my  service  in 
this  Honse,  the  proposition  now  nnder  consid- 
eration has  been  frequently  made,  and  it  has 
uniformly  met  determined  opposition  on  fixed 
and  immutable  principles.  The  oppoatjon 
wanted  not  snob  an  occasion  as  now  aDproaches, 
to  induce  it  to  yield.  It  was  foonded  on  prin- 
ciples qaite  different — considerations  of  higher 
and  paramount  character.    1  will  state  some  of 


then 


18  which  have  heretofore  dictated 
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then,  that  great  man  in  his  lifetime  pointed  to 
the  spot  intimately  connected  with  the  history 
of  his  &unily  and  of  bis  own  glorious  life,  where 
he  desired  his  remains  shoud  be  permitted  to 
repose.  This  spot  is  Mount  Vemon.  I  pre- 
Eome  there  is  scarcely  an  individual  within  this 
Ball,  or  within  the  United  States,  at  all  con- 
versant with  passing  events  and  politjoal  as- 
pects, who  does  not  feel  compelled  to  look  to 
tiie  poesibility  of  a  severanoe  of  this  Union. 
Indeed,  some  profess  to  think  that  such  an 
«vent  is  probable.  Qod  forbid.  May  this 
Union  be  continued  throagh  all  time  I  Re- 
move the  remains  of  onr  venerated  Washington 
tfoia  their  association  with  the  remains  of  bis 
oonsort  and  his  eDcestora,  from  Mount  Vemon 
and  from  his  native  State,  and  deposit  them 
in  this  capitol,  sad  Ilien  let  a  severance  of  this 
Union  occur,  and  behold  1  the  remains  of 
Washington  on  a  shore  foreign  to  hia  native 
soil.  Again,  in  the  march  of  improvement, 
and  the  r^id  progress  of  the  increase  of  popn- 
ladon  in  the  United  States,  it  is  probable  ttiat 
onr  settlements  will  not  ocly  extend  to  the 
Kooky  Mountains,  but  reach  lieyood,  stretching 
down  on  the  Pacific  coast  Bat  say  that  the 
foot  of  the  Rocky  MonntMns  will  form  their 
western  boundory — ond  we  may  reasonably 
snppose  that  this  will  happen  at  no  distant 
period — then  bring  the  greats  the  powerful 
West  to  act  nnon  a  propmition  to  remove  the 
site  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  who  oon 
doubt  that  a  location  more  central  will  be 
fbnnd  and  established  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio!  Shall  the  remwns  of  onr  Washington 
be  left  amidst  the  ruins  of  this  cqiitol, 
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the  fame  of  lliat  illnstiions  individual  bdong^ 
nut  only  to  Virginia,  but  to  t^e  United  Stuet^ 
and  to  the  world;  but  Virginia's  intereat  li 
immediate,  intimate,  and  direct,  ind  his 
ns  now  lie  entombed  within  her  limits. 
Sir,  after  an.  approfHiotion  has  bewi  nude  by 
his  native  State  to  «reot  a  moBBment  to  lai 
memory,  ahall  that  8tat«  be  foreatalkd  bf  ta 
act  of  this  GovenimMitt  ShoD  those  gnntl 
moral  asaociations  exhiUted  in  the  hittMyof 
his  glorious  life  and  IwDenled  death,  be  snmd, 
by  tearing  his  remains  from  the  spot  when  lie 
desired  tbey  should  repose,  at  his  fiuuilj  lea^ 
Monnt  Vemon,  by  tbe  side  of  his  sootstor^ 
within  the  limits  of  his  native  Vii^ial  Aai 
do  not  these  assootations  favw  Hoiait  Terana 
as  the  most  appropriate  repomtory  of  the  it- 
mains  of  that  great  man  t  Sir,  I  ^ipsal  to  mf 
honorable  ooUeagne,  (Mr.  Wiu»,)  witli  wlioM 
nice  discriminating  powers  of  miud,  md  wirm 
and  generous  feeUnga,  I  am  well  aequinted, 
and  ask  him,  if,  even  as  a  stranger  or  forclguer, 
who  bad  re«d  the  history  of  tlie  life  of  G««g« 
Washington,  and  had  therefore  felt  an  iDtemt 
in  his  £ne,  he  should  be  permitted,  sous  tue 
tnrias  henoe,  to  return  to  this  imperfect  itiie 
of  being,  and  viMt  Uoant  Vemon,  woatd  be 
not  be  disappointed,  were  he  not  to  fad  tbt 
remyns  of  Washington  associated  with  ibrt 
spot)  Must  not  on^  those  grand  morsl  fo- 
ciations  be  severed,  but  shall  the  rvmsiM  «f 
the  husband  be  torn  from  the  ude  of  tite  n- 
mains  of  bis  wife)  Every  generous  feeliiigsf 
the  heart  revolts  at  the  idea.  Sir,  weit  ll>e 
illostrions  dead  permitted  to  partidpsle  i« 
human  concerns,  what  would  the  great  Wub- 
ington,  what  would  Mrs.  Washiogton  lij  » 
thts  projMeition !  Could  he  now  pitss  beet 
the  curtain  which  veils  him  from  oar  sight,  tad 
stand  confessed  before  us  in  all  the  i"*^ 
at  his  noble  mind  and  person,  wonld  fa^  uin 
yon,  assent  to  the  proposition  now  onder  mo- 
siderationt  Sir,  it  is  imposmbiethataDyesn  be- 
lieve that  he  wonld.  AndisDothin^  dnetotliH 
consideration f  Tub,  sorely,  mnch  is  dnetoit. 
The  second  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mi- 
Mbbokb,)  who  addressed  the  House  npui  tiui 
subject,  alluded  to  tbe  assent  of  Mrs.  WtibiM- 
ton  to  « transfer  of  the  remabs  otbtr  dewiW 
husband  from  Mount  Vemon  to  this  ctm- 
Will  he  tell  me  on  what  condition  At  nytbir 
assent  t  If,  as  the  genUemau  alleges,  W  «»■ 
sesit  was  unqualified,  will  he  allow nw  toes- 
large  the  ioiiniry !  I  find  I  am  forgeiwl;  '•" 
I  have  an  impres^on  that  I  have  aeeii,  in  »«■' 
document  connected  with  this  sul^fecl,  e  d»- 
dition  distinctly  eipreased,  or  strongly  impbed, 
that  the  remains  of  those  illaitrioos  indindnsU 
ehonld  not  be  separated.  I  know  that  IM 
family  relatavw  were  ocawdled,  and  (httiw* 
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were  diffiooltiw  tn  aoqniring  their  ooiueiit. 
Perhiqw  the  gentlemsn  fhmi  Virginia  ocui  re- 
freah.  m]r  memory. 

Hr.  Hkboib  s&fd  he  rose  from  tite  eipreeaion 
of  the  wish  of  the  gentleman  for  information, 
and  wonld  snggest  that  he  had  probably  oon- 
foonded  the  acta  of  the  LeKislatnre  of  Vin^ia 
in  181S  or  'Ifl,  with  the  letter  of  Mrs.  Waah- 
ington.  He  (Mr.  U.)  well  reoollected  writing 
the  reaolntion  on  the  saMeot,  which  was  at 
that  IJme  aubniitt«d  to  the  House  of  Delegates. 
On  sending  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  it  was 
amended  b^  adding  Mn.  Washington,  to  which 
amendment  the  House  assented.  At  that  time 
Jadge  Wnshington  withheld  his  assent  to  the 
removal,  aa  had  been  ab-eadr  stated.  Dnring 
the  last  Congress  a  gentleman  from  Maryland 
wrote  to  John  Washington,  now  the  proprietor 
of  Moant  Vernon,  on  the  sahject  of  removing 
the  reroaina  of  the  General  to  this  city,  who 
replied  that  the  family,  so  far  from  oUeoting 
to  the  remoral,  wontd  regard  It  as  a  High  com- 
pliment. 

Hr.  TaoKpeoH  remimed.  Sir,  the  gentle- 
mui's  statement  still  leavee  an  impresrion  on 
Btj  mind  that  there  is  somevhere  a  otmdition, 
strongly  implied,  if  not  ezpresaed,  ttiat  the  re- 
vaitm  of  Oeorge  Washington,  in  their  removal, 
Aonld  be  aooompanted  by  the  returns  of  Mar- 
tha Washington.  Bnt  if  in  thb  I  am  miataken, 
then  my  ot^ectiona  to  tke  pnn>oalUon  now  bo- 
fore  ns  are  very  mndi  etrengtaened ;  for  erery 
,  feeling  of  my  heart  revdts  at  a  pnn»oritioa  to 
Mparate  them.  Would  either  of  them,  oonld 
titer  ^  oonsnhed,  consent  to  the  proposed  sep- 
aration t  Who  can  consent  to  it  I  Bat  whj 
sepNVte  them  t  Why  distorb  the  repoee  of 
the  tomb  by  a  remoru  of  those  remains  to  this 
cipitol  I  Can  anj  thing  which  man  can  do, 
add  to  the  fame  of  George  Wa^ington  ?  No, 
rir,  he  has  reared  for  himself  a  monoment  more 
dnrabie  tiian  brass.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachosetts  told  ns  that  Monnt  Vernon  may  fitU 
into  unfeeling  hands,  or  be  disposed  of  nnder 
the  anctioneer's  hammer.  I  shonld  deplore 
SQcb  an  event ;  bnt  may  not  this  be  obviated  t 
I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  ought  to  pnrcbase,  and  consecrate  to  the 
memory  of  Washington,  the  gronnd  where  hif 
rt>mainB  are  deposited.  It  woold  he  an  act 
worthy  the  magnanimity  of  the  United  States. 
There  let  hU  remains  repose,  as  asaoolated  by 
his  history,  and  the  history  of  onr  conntry,  with 
his  beloved  Virginia — Mount  Vernon,  his  fam- 
ily seat — by  the  side  of  his  anoestore.  Sir,  in 
veneration  of  the  name,  and  respeot  for  the 
eharaoter  and  fome  of  George  Washington,  I 
yield  to  none.  T  wonld  therefbre  muntun 
tliose  grand  moral  aasoolations  which  form,  in 
the  history  of  the  illnstrions  deoeased,  and  of 
onr  country,  a  feature  so  interesting. 

Mr.  DonoBiDOB  observed  that  the  statement 
repeated  by  several  of  his  oolleagnes,  that  Vir- 

Sinia  did  not  desire  the  proposed  removal,  in- 
Dced  him  to  say  that  thongh  sncb  an  assertion 
B^t  comport  with  their  own  observations^ 


they  were  not  entitled  to  speak  for  all  Yirpnia. 
Mr.  D.  for  one  deured  that  the  resolution  might 
he  adopted. 

He  represented  one  of  the  largest  districts  in 
that  State,  and  he  believed  that  in  this  matter 
he  spoke  the  opinion  of  every  man  in  his  dis- 
trict. He  had  been  a  member  of  the  House  of 
DelMfttaa  in  Virginia  at  the  period  referred  to, 
and  nad  a  perfect  reooUection  of  what  passed 
both  in  doors  and  out  on  that  occasion,  and  of 
Ilia  own  reasons  for  having  been  in  favor  of 
the  resolution  then  moved  by  bis  oolleagne, 
(Mr.  Mbbobb.) 

It  had  been  felt  l:^  many  members  of  the 
yir^nis  Legislature,  by  himself  among  the 
rest,  that  many  Oonereases  had  passed  in  in^ 
glorious  debate,  wbile  the  pledge  once  given 
remained  still  nnredeemed,  and  he  felt  entirely 
satisfied  that  the  resolntion  for  removing  the 
remains  to  Richmond  wonld  never  have  passed 
the  Assembly  of  Virginia,  bnt  for  tbe  loss  of 
all  hope  that  Congress  woold  ever  act  In  the 

Mr.  D.  said  that  he  bad  looked  for  the  refrisal 
of  Jndge  Washington,  bnt  not  that  it  wonld 
have  been  placed  on  the  ground  of  a  particnlar 
inteipretstion  of  the  will  of  the  deoeased.  He 
ooula  not  ooncnr  In  snch  a  view  of  it,  bnt 
thought  that  entertained  by  Mrs.  Washington 
was  more  oorreot.  The  article  referred  to 
merely  prescribed  a  dnty  to  his  eiecutors.  The 
testator  oonld  not  posaibly  have  foreseen  the 
rosolotion  of  17W,  nor  the  refnsol  of  hia  rela- 
tive in  1816,  nor  the  effort  now  making  in 
Oonsreaa,  and  therefbre  oould  not  put  bis  own 
Mdl  in  bortility  to  that  of  his  common  country. 
It  would  hare  been  indeoorons  to  make  such  a 
requeat  dnrinr  his  lifetime.  It  conld  only  take 
plaoe  after  his  death.  Application  was  then 
made  to  his  nearest  and  dearest  surviving  rela- 
tive, and  hia  widow,  in  complying  with  the  re- 
quest, supposed  that  she  yielded  bnt  that  assent 
which  her  husband  would  himself  have  done 
could  he  have  acted  in  the  case.  Mr.  D.  asked 
if  it  oould  be  believed  that,  in  reference  to  so 
humble  a  request,  Washington  would  have 
oonntervalled  the  wishes  of  his  oouotry.  It 
oould  not  by  any  who  knew  him.  The  resolu- 
tion in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  had  been 
occasioned,  as  he  bad  stated,  by  despair  as  to 
any  thing  b«ng  done  by  Congress,  and  partly 
in  a  spirit  of  resentment  at  the  Delect  whiob 
had  been  snffbred.  There  was  nothing  in  tbe 
argument  from  the  will ;  and  as  to  the  gloomy 
anticipation  that  this  apot  was  to  beootue  the 
frontier  of  two  hostile  countries,  those  who 


selves.     He  should  act  for  the  present  time. 

Mr.  WioELirra,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  be- 
fore he  proooeded  to  submit  the  very  few  re- 
marks which  it  was  his  purpose,  and  be  thought 
his  dnty,  to  make,  he  would  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  to  permit  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
reaolotiona  of  Congress  of  1799,  wbiob  It  was 
the  object  of  the  resolution  to  oarry  into  effect, 
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the  letter  of  ti]«  Preaidentof  the  United  States, 
and  the  uiBwer  of  Un.  Wuhiogton,  yielding 
her  asa«Dt  to  the  wishes  of  OongreM  on  thu 
BDbJect  I  uk  thia,  Bud  Ur.  W.,  not  becanse  I 
Lave  Dot  been  familiar  with  them  myaeU,  bat 
poasibly  there  may  be  those  in  this  Honse^  cer- 
tainly many  in  this  nation,  who  have  not  seen 
or  read  that  portion  of  oar  legislative  history, 
and  may  not,  therefore,  doljr  appreoiate  the 
obligation  of  thia  Government,  whioh  it  < 
thepnrpoae  of  the  ruointion  to  discharge. 
The  Clerk  read  the  resolutions  as  follows 

«  CvnmiM 

auimbUd,  Thai  a  marble  mcmumeDt  be  erected  bj 
the  United  Slalea,  in  the  capitol,  at  the  cit^  of 
WuhingtoD;  lod  U»t  the  funily  ofOeneral  Wuh- 
Ingtoo  be  requested  to  permit  bis  body  to  be  dc 
poeiled  under  it;  and  that  the  moniinient  be  ao 
designed  u  to  commemorate  Whe  great  eventi  of 
his  military  and  potiUoal  life. 

"And  bt  U/vrdiar  rfoitail.  That  the  President 
of  the  Caited  &ate>  be  requested  to  direct  a  copy 
.  of  these  resotatioos  lo  be  (rauamitted  to  Urs.  Wash- 
'ig  hei 

of  their  condolence  on  the  late  afflicting  dispensa- 
tiOD  of  Frondence;  and  entreating  her  assent  to 
the  inteTDieat  of  the  remaina  of  Oeoeral  George 
Washingtoa,  la  the  manner  expressed  in  the  Snt 
resolution." 

"  ChnOtntn  of  tke  Smote,  and 

OtnlUmeik  of  iJu  HotiM  ef  Bepruamlatita  : 

"  In  compllaiice  with  the  request  In  one  of  the 
resolutions  of  Congrees  of  ike  81st  of  December 
Isst,  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  those  rescdntions  by  my 
•ecrelary,  Dr.  Siiaw,  to  Mrs.  Washingtoa,  assuring 
her  of  the  prolband  respect  Congress  will  ever  bear 
la  her  penon  and'  ebaraeter ;  of  ti»eir  condolence 
In  the  late  afflicting  d]q>enBatiiHi  of  Providence; 
and  entreating  her  assent  to  the  interment  of 
the  renu^ns  wGeneial  Qeorge  Wa^ington,  in  the 
manner  expressed  in  the  first  resolution.  As  the 
sentiments  of  tliit  virtuoos  lady,  not  less  beloved 
by  this  nation,  (ban  she  la  at  present  greatiy  afflicted, 
can  never  be  so  well  expressed  aa  in  her  own  words, 
I  transmit  to  Congress  her  odgiual  letter. 

"  Jt  would  be  an  attempt  of  too  mnch  delicacy  to 
make  any  oomneDta  upon  it ;  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  ss  all  the 
branches  of  the  Qovemment,  will  be  bighly  gratified 
by  any  arrangement  whidi  may  diminish  the  sacri- 
fice she  makes  of  her  individu^  feelings. 

"JOilS  ADAMS. 

"tJnm  Stahb,  Jamary  6,  IBOO." 

"MousT  TiuTOH,  Dtetmber  31,  1799. 

'■8ie:  While  I  feel,  with  keenest  snguiah,  the 
late  dispenaatioo  of  Divine  Frovidence,  1  cannot  be 
insensible  to  tbe  mournful  tributes  of  respect  anil 
veneration  which  are  paid  to  the  memory  uf  my 
dear  deceased  btuband;  and,  as  hia  beet  services 
and  moat  anaioua  wishes  were  ilwsyg  devoted  to 
the  wellare  and  hsppiness  of  his  country,  to  know 
that  ihey  were  truly  appreciated  and  gratefully  re- 
memjiered,  eflbrda  no  ineonnderaUe  conaoladon. 

nple  which  [  have  so 
B  oppoae  mj  private 


wishes  to  the  pnblie  will,  I  most  conaent  to  the 
request  made  by  Congiea,  which  you  bave  lud  the 
goodneai  to  transmit  to  me ;  and,  in  dinng  lUa,  1 
need  not,  I  cannot,  say  what  a  sacrifice  of  iadiiidnal 
feeline  I  make  to  a  sense  of  public  duty. 

"  With  grateful  acknowled^meiita  and  unfeigned 
thank*  for  the  personal  respect  and  evidences  of 
coudolence  expressed  by  Coagrees  and  yourself,  I 
remain  very  respectfully,  sir,  jour  moat  obedifol, 
humble  servant, 

"IIABTHA  WASHINGTON." 

Ur.  ^waker,  nnder  the  order  of  this  Hooss^ 
a  committee  of  a  member  fhxn  eacli  State  was 
directed  to  make  tlie  arraageiueata  neeemary 
for  tiie  oelebratioo  of  tbe  approacbing  anniver- 
sary  of  the  birth  of  Geoeral  Waahingtoa  The 
first  time,  in  the  hiatory  of  this  GovemmeDt, 
that  order  has  been  taken  by  Congrees  to  cd- 
ebrat«  this  or  any  other  day. 

The  resolntion  had  passed  without  t^jpoMtica 
or  objection,  clearly  indicating  the  undividad 
opinion  of  members  that  it  was  anitable  and 
proper  Congress  ahonld  pay  some  reqMct  to 
the  one  hnndredth  aoniveiaaty  of  that  man 
whose  life  filled  his  oonntry  with  so  many 
bleaeings,  and  who  had  given  joy  to  tbe  graiiAl 
hearts  of  millions  of  freetneo,  mtA.  whose  death 
had  clothed  a  nation  in  raonming. 

What  was  the  celebration  denred  by  this 
House  t  Did  geatlemes  Biii^>OBe  it  woold  here 
been  beoomtng  in  the  wmmittee  to  recemiDend 
"  a  natioDal  ftsUval,"  at  pnbli  *    " 

BDoh  meaaoTO  has  engaged  the 
o<mimittee. 

The  report  npon  yonr  table,  air,  has  laformed 
yon  that  the  committee  united  npon  the  pro- 
priety of  having  delivered  on  the  oecaaioD  an 
oration  by  the  man  who  seemed  to  be  tbe  only 
one  living  at  this  day  to  whom  we  were  will- 
ing to  consign  the  character  cd'  Gleneral  Wa^ 
ington  for  sndi  a  pnrpoee.  That  measure  bav- 
fuled  of  saooeas,  the  committee  next  re- 
ad to  recommend  the  perfonnanoe  of  divine 
ice  in  the  capitol  on  that  day.  Tbi^  how- 
appropiiate,  did  not,  in  my  opinion,  seem 
catcnlatad  to  meet  the  expectations  of  the 
House,  or  equal  thoae  which  migbt  be  created 
elsewhere  by  the  joint  resolntion  of  Congrees, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  representative  from 
each  State  npcHi  this  committee.  Tbs  daty 
which  bad  been  assigned  that  ctanmittee,  I 
admit,  referred  itaelf  to  the  birth  of  General 
Washington.  The  circumatances  of  his  death, 
the  loss  vrhioh  his  conntij  saatained  thereby, 
and  the  recollection  of  witneesing  in  mj  boy- 
hood the  deup  gloom  which  pervaded  the 
Testem  wilds,  and  the  sadness  which  itigned 
I  every  hamlet  npon  ite  annnnciatiuo,  called 
_>  my  mind  the  reeolution  by  which  oarcona- 
try  proposed  to  do  itself  ao  mncb  hooor.  I 
thought  the  present  a  fit  oocanon,  snitabla,  in 
every  way,  to  do  what  our  predeceaKut  had 
promised,  by  a  aolemn  act  of  legislalioa,  to  d^ 
and  which,  I  admit,  onght  to  have  been  dcoa 
longainoe. 

1  was  nnahle  to  find  that  Coi^reai  had  ew 
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leSaaei  the  eieeotion  of  tfa«  resolution  of  IT9S 
bj  in;  vote.  I  ooold  not  leani  that  the  asMot 
of  Vii.  WsshingtOD  to  the  triahes  of  her  oonn- 
tiy,  eipreesed  in  terms  trhioh  did  her  so  mnoh 
boner,  bad  ever  been  withdrawn  by  her  or  by 
tDj  member  of  the  faraily.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstaaces,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  the  temerity  to 
inorodnoe  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  oom- 
uitiec^  wbich,  I  was  pleased  to  find,  met  its 
qiprobation.  The  oommitt«e  now  lightfiilly 
tsmme  all  the  responubility  incident  to  the 
meuore  proposed.    And,  for  one,  I  am  wiUiiig 


from  Virgin  (ICr.  Qokduk)  with  faaTJng  pro- 
posed a  measarv  whieh  directed  Congress  "to 
innde  the  saaotnary  of  the  dead,  and  with  saO' 
rBtpons  hands  drag  its  sacred  deposit  from  its 
uitive  BoiL"  Sir,  £d  the  honorable  member 
reSMt  that  this  charge  reached  back  npon  the 
Confms  of  1709 — that  it  fell  with  its  intended 
Ibrae  npon  those  who  bad  prepared  this  measiire 
—it  the  head  of  whom  stands  that  disttngnished 
■oa  ofTirgiuia,  the  present  Chief  Justice  of 
tbe  United  States  I 

To  the  exeontion  of  this  measnre  in  1799  bad 
been  yielded  the  assent  of  Hre.  Washington,  the 
peraon  abo^e  all  others  most  competent  to  do- 
ode  npon  its  propriety :  still  it  was  proposed 
to  let  only  by  the  consent  of  those  upon  whom 
Um  eare  of  the  reouuna  of  Washington  had  de- 
TolTed.  Aro  we  then  to  be  chai^ged  with  iu- 
nding  the  saoctnary  of  the  dead,  and  with 
taerilegiooB  hands  wresting  a  sacred  depodt 
from  its  native  soil  f 

Hr.  Bpeaker,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Hr.  THOMnoM)  had  spoken  of  the  possibility, 
naj,  the  probability  of  the  disnnion  of  these 
States.  Sir,  the  sacred  name  of  Washington 
■luwld  never  in  debate  or  in  thought  be  con- 
nected with  the  idea  of  a  diesolntion  of  this 
bsppy  Union.  Disnnioa  of  these  States,  sir ! 
1  vili  not  permit  my  mind  to  dwell  on  so  dire 
sealsmity;  it  never  can  happen  while  the  name 
Hi  Washington   is  spoken   and   his  memoiy 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  Vermont,  observed  that,  as  be 
vss  one  (rft^e  joint  committee  that  made  the 
nport,  he  desired  to  snbmit  some  few  remarks. 
The  resolotion,  said  Mr,  H.,  contemplates  the 
erection  of  no  marble  monoment,  it  anthorizes 
Ko  Tidation  of  the  sepnlohre,  nor  the  rights  of 
Virginia,  or  any  iudividoal  State,  which  smne 
gsntlemen  so  feelin^y  deprecate ;  but  it  simply 
proposes  a  trtbnte  of  grateful  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  great  beaebotor  of  onr  common 
coantry.  I  am  well  aware,  air,  that  no  cere- 
mony which  we  can  perform  will  oontribnte 
sny  thing  to  the  fame  rf  Washington,  or  endear 
him  more  to  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 
There  Is,  however,  a  debt  of  national  respect 
and  gratitude  to  be  paid,  and  a  solemn  pledge 
to  be  redeemed,  by  carrying  into  eiecution  tht 


of  removing  his  remains,  by  the  express  consent 
of  his  bereaved  widow,  given  npon  the  request 
of  Congress,  and  of  deposildng  tnem  within  the 
capitol  of  this  great  empire,  at  which  it  maj  be 
said  that  ho  himself  was  the  illostrione  foander. 
No  act  can  be  done  by  the  Government  that 
woold  have  so  deep  and  permanent  a  moral  In- 
flnence  in  uniting  tiie  people  and  cementing  the 
union  of  this  confederacy,  as  the  placing  of 
these  saored  romuns  at  the  base  of  this  durable 
edifice,  so  that  it  may  serve  not  only  as  the 
seat  of  national  legislation,  but  as  the  maosolenm 
of  the  father  of  his  country.  The  same  pure 
feelings  of  veneratioo  which  dictated  and  re- 
sponded to  the  resolutions  of  '99,  sUll  continae 
alive  And  nnabated  throughout  the  country,  and 
a  more  propitious  time  for  executing  the  duties 
of  that  resolve  will  never  hereafter  occur.  The 
tweaty-secood  of  this  month  numbers  one  hun- 
dred years  since  tt)^  birth  of  George  Washing- 
ton, and  the  intelligenoe  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  informs  os  that  preparations  are  making 
to  commemorate  this  anniversary  with  all  tho 
solemnities  and  festivities  which  the  oocanon 
must  naturally  inspire.  Congress  seems  now 
to  bo  invoked,  by  tne  impulse  of  public  feeling, 


the  sacred  trust  especiaily  c 
ted  to  its  core,  and  to  manifest  the  tribute  of  a 
naUon's  gratitude,  too  long  neglected,  to  that 
pttot  and  good  man  to  whom  we  are  so  signally 
mdebted  for  onr  liberties,  and  for  the  free  and 
happy  Government  under  which  we  live.  Ha 
ferventiy  hoped  the  resolotion  would  be  adopt- 
ed. 

Ur.  MoDuTFia,  of  SouUi  Carolina,  said  that 
this  was  one  of  those  oooanons  on  which  ha 
would  make  his  Judgment  take  counsel  from 
his  feelings.  Adopting  this  criterion,  he  coold 
not  approve  of  the  proposition  which  had  been 
mode,  bat  oontempiated  it  with  shnddering  and 
abhorrence.    He  could  not  but  regard  the  pro- 

Sosed  removal  as  a  species  of  saorltege.  He 
iffered  entirely  troa  the  honorable  gentieman 
from  Yii^nia,  (Mr.  Uxboib^  in  n^gard  to  the 
interpretation  of  General  Washington's  will ; 
while  the  gentleman  himself  admitted  that  he 
differed  troia  one  who  ought  to  be  the  best  m 


positor  of  the  will,  the  late  lamented  Judge 
Washington.  The  Judge's  interpretation  of 
that  instroment  was,  in  Mr.  MoD.'s  opinion,  the 


He  would  c«U  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  terms  of  that  clause  which  related 
to  the  interment. 
THere  Ur.  UoB.  quoted  General  Washington's 


modest  roan,  with  Gerard  to  the  disposition  of 
his  own  remains.  Those  remains  had  been 
deposited  in  strict  conformity  with  it,  and  there 
they  still  remained  {>aaceably«reposiag  in  the 
family  burying  ground.  Tot,  in  open  defiance 
of  this  express  provision  of  the  will  of  the  de- 
ceased, the  House  was  colled  npon  to  disturb 
his  "oanonized  bones,"  and  tear  them  fh>m 
the  oemetery  which  they  had  conaecrat«d,  for 
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the  mer«  parpoee  of  OBtentation.  God  forbid 
tbat  theae  hallowed  relics,  now  lying  In  ft  spot 
wbiob— do  what  gentlemeu  might — wonld  be 
oonMorated  throogh  all  time,  Bbotild  be  torn 
iiova  those  of  his  beloved  consort  and  exhibited 
at  thla  place  as  a  mere  pageant,  for  the  idle  to 
gaze  upon.  Let  us  have  no  pageantrj — no 
empty  Bhow,  on  sach  a  eabject.  He  wa«  Bure 
he  Bpoke  for  all  who  heard  Lim,  when  he  sud, 
"  I  have  that  within  which  paeeeth  «how."  As 
to  a  monument,  cried  Mr.  MoD.,  rear  it.  Spend 
npon  it  what  70a  will.    Hake  it  darable  as  the 

Ep-amlde — eternal  as  the  monntaina— jon  ahall 
Bve  mj  CD-operatioD.  Erect,  ifroa  pleaoe,  a 
manBolenm  to  the  memorjr  of  WadiiogtoD  in 
the  capitol,  and  let  It  be  as  nilendid  aa  art  can 
make  it  \  bnt,  in  the  name  of  all  the  ohriitian 
oharitiee,  do  not  violate  his  tomb. 

Mr.  Dairtoir,  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  said :  I  en- 
tirely concur  with  ray  coUdifiae,  (Mr.  HoDur- 
m,)  that  we  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the 
will  of  General  Washington.  Whenhedireot«d 
that  his  body  should  be  onried  at  Mount  Vernon, 
he  acted  in  conformity  with  his  character, 
which  waaasdistiognishedforretiringnlodeBty, 
as  for  higher  and  loftier  endowments.  He 
would  not,  living  or  djing,  obtrude  himself 
npon  the  publio  notice.  He  therefore  provided 
for  his  interment,  in  the  manner  which  is  ens- 
tomary.  His  will,  in  thiareqwot,  ha*  been  fbl- 
filled ;  and  his  remuns  were  attended  to  the 


1  the  nnostentationa  ceremoniea 
private  fiiDeraL  Bad  he  foreseen  that  the 
Federal  L^slatnre  would  dedre  to  di^Kise  of 
his  relics  In  a  mode  more  snitable  to  his 
name  and  his  fame,  the  whole  tenor  of  hia  life 
fbrbida  the  presomptlon  that  he  wonld  have 
opposed  their  wishes,  even  though  they  might 
have  been  at  variance  with  his  own.  In  obey- 
ing the  dictates  of  gratitude  for  his  services, 
and  of  veoeralion  for  his  memory,  we  cannot, 
then,  be  jnstly  charged  with  indecently  violating 
the  eanctnarj  of  the  grave,  and  disregarding 
the  injunctions  of  the  deceased. 

The  delegates  from  Vir^a,  who  object  to 
the  removal  of  the  bones  of  their  iUnstrions 
iellow-futizen,  however  natural  and  honorable 
may  he  their  motives,  appear  to  be  influenced 
rather  by  theirfeelisgs  than  by  their  Judgments. 
Whilst  Washington,  doubtless,  was  sincerely 
and  strongly  attached  to  the  soil  of  his  nativity, 
his  great  mural  and  intellectual  facultiea,  hie 
achievements  in  war,  and  his  counsels  in  peace, 
were  dedicated  to  the  advancement  of  the  in- 
terests and  to  the  increase  of  the  glory  of  his 
entire  countiy.  As  the  Union  reoeived  the 
benefit  of  his  labors  and  his  talents,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  UnioD  ought  to  express  their 
sense  of  them,  in  the  most  solemn  manner  of 
which  they  are  eapable.  Vir^nia  will  not  be 
wronged  by  oar  reverential  tribute  to  her  son. 
Wherever  hia  ashes  may  repose,  it  will  he  re- 
membered that  to  her  we  are  indebted  fbr  a 
Washington ;  and  whenever  his  virtues  and  his 
exploits  shall  be  celebrated  by  the  orator  and 


the  bard,  they  will  not  be  nomindfiil  that  'Vir- 
ginia, the  fruitful  mother  of  illoatriou  mm, 
was  also  the  parent  of  WashiugtoD. 

After  a  few  additional  observatiooa  fhna  Vr, 
MoCoT,  of  Virginia,  the  question  waa  taken  on 
the  resolutions,  and  decided  in  the  affitmatne 
— yeas  108,  nays  76,  as  follows ; 


Babcock,  Bsnlis,  N.  Buber,  Bsrrlnger.  L  C.  BiM^ 
Beird^ej,  Bell,  Boon,  Briggi^  John  C.  Brodbnd, 
Bacher,  Bnllard,  Burd,  Burses,  Gaboon,  Ceinbt*- 
lene,  Choale,  Ceodioi,  Condit,  Conaer.  Ekotiwros 
CoAe,  Bates  Cooke,  Comin,  Coulter,  Cnig,  Cnae, 
Crawford,  Creightoo,  John  Davis,  Dtarborn,  Dodt, 
Diokwu),  Doddridge,  Drajroe,  EUiwortb,  Gmne* 
Evans,  Edward  Everatt,  tlCigenld,  Oilmon,  Gna- 
nril,  finrper,  Heister,  Hodges,  Hogme,  Botknd, 
Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  HoeUDgtOD,  Ihrie,  !>(<'■ 
•oil,  Jarvis,  Ricti*rd  H.  Johnson,  Ksvaoagb,  Ka- 
dall,  Hearj  King,  Kerr,  Learitt,  Letcher,  Uanhafl, 
UcEeneaa,  Merger,  UiUigao,  Tfaomii  K.  Hltebdl, 
Huhlenberg,  Newton,  Pfarce,  Peadlcioa,  Poto, 
John  Rved,  Buwell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Skde, 
&nlth,  Southard,  Bpence,  fitaoberrr,  Slepbeni, 
Stewart,  Satheriand,  l^rlor,  Fraocii  Tfaomis,  Pliile- 
moD  ThomiB,  Tompkhu,  Trscj,  Taoee,  Terpbnc)!, 
Vinton,  Wsn),  Wardwsll,  Watmeajth,  Wayne,  Wil- 
kin, EUaha  Whittlesey,  Frednick  Wbitflesey.  Cusp- 
beU  P.  WbSte,  Edward  D.  White,  Wicklilb,  Wad^ 


John  B.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barstow,  J.  Bates,  Ber- 
gen,  Bethune,   James  BUr,  John  Blair,  Baaek, 
luldin,  Carr,  CarsOD,  Claibone,  Claj,  Os.tta^ 


Foster,  Gsither,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Thoms*  H.  Hall, 
William  Hall,  Hswea,  Hawkins,  Eefliiuul,  Ben, 
lescka,  Jewett,  Cave  Johnson,  Cbarles  C  JabuMaa, 


Adim  Kbg,  John  King,  Lamar,  Luisinc,  Leeompte, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  Minn,  Hardin,  Huon,  llaivdt,  Ke- 
Carty,  William  McCoy,  Robert  McCoy,  KcDkH^ 


Molntire,  Newman,  NockoUs,  FatEon,  nemw,  FtA, 
E.  C.  Seed,  Bencber,  Boene,  Boot,  AogastiDe  H. 
Shepperd,  Boule,  Bpdgbt,  StandUer,  Stom,  WOey 
Thompaon,  John  Thomson,  Wheeler,  WUliasit— TA 


TnasDAT,  February  14. 
PortraU  of  WaAiugtoK. 

Mr.  JiBVie,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Rib- 
lic  liiitldings,  reported  the  following  resotiitiaa, 
the  consideration  of  which  waa  postponed  nntil 
to-morrow : 

IteiUiitd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Houw  be  diiecied 
to  employ  John  Vanderlyo,  of  h'ew  Tort^  lo  pm« 
a  rull-leugth  portrait  of  Wubingtoo,  to  Iw  plued 
in  the  Hall  of  RepresentatiTes  oppoate  (a  tlie  poi^ 
Irait  of  Lafayette;  the  head  to  be  a  copy  of  Smart* 
Washington,  and  the  accesaorlea  to  lie  left  ">*« 
judgment  of  the  artist;  and  that  die  wn  of  one 
thousand  doHara  be  appropriated  from  ike  mhiid- 
gent  fend  of  the  House,  for  the  poison  of  canTiag 
Ihii  resolntion  into  effecL 
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Blatue  ttf  Wathinyton. 

lir.  Jastu,  from  the  saine  oommiUee,  re- 
ported the  foUowing  resolntioD,  which  Iwd  one 
d«j  for  oonuderatioD : 

guelnd,  Iliftt  the  Prestdcnt  of  the  United  State* 
be  iiithorfied  to  emploj'  Horatio  OreenoaEh,  of 
XuMchiuetts,  to  eiecule,  in  Durbte,  a  full-rangth 
pedesuUn  statue  of  Waxhington,  to  be  placed  In 
the  centre  of  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol ;  the  head 
U  be  a  copy  of  Houdoo's  Waahin^oo,  and  the  ac- 
cawriit  to  be  left  lo  the  judgmeat  of  the  anitc 

WathingUm'i  E«maim. 

Mr.  Adaib  moved  the  fallowiag  resolntion : 

Baolttd,  That  the  Freddeat  of  the  United  Statei, 
the  Seoretariea  of  SUt«,  of  the  Treaaurr,  of  War, 
•ad  of  the  Karj,  and  tbe  pMtmaiter  Oeneral,  be 
iniiied  Lo  alte'od  at  the  ceremotkiM  to  be  pertbrmed 
OD  the  iid  of  Febniarj  ioatant,  in  honor  of  the 
mcmorj  of  George  Waabmgtonj  and  that  the  Fred- 
dcDt  be  reqaeated  to  eapeiiotend  the  dei>ant  of 
the  rtmaine  of  the  deceated  In  the  place  which  haa 
been  lelected  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Thouab  obaervad  that  tbe  geatlemnn  had 
Dot  yesterday  been  in  the  Honse,  having  been 
deteined  from  it  by  Indbposition,  and  was  not 
probably  aware  that  the  arrangement  proposed 
m  hie  reaolation  was  already  within  the  power 
of  the  President  of  the  Senatd  and  SpesJier  of 
the  Home,  who  had  been  iDtrneted  with  a  dis- 
«Btioa  ai  to  the  deCuls  of  the  remoTal  of  the 
remains.  Therecould  not  be  adonbt  that  those 
gantlemea  would  adopt  a  oonrse  rimilar  to  that 
sow  proposed ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  nn- 
Dcce^ory  and  improper  to  paaa  a  separate  reso- 
lution on  the  snbject 

Mr.  Adaib,  considering  it  more  respeothl  to 
adopt  the  coarse  he  had  desigDated,  insisted  on 


preiieed  by  Mr.  Anaiu.  A  very  solemn  act  was 
aboQt  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  repre- 
ientativee  of  the  people,  and  he  thought  it 
would  appear  better  bafore  the  world,  and  be- 
fore poHterity,  that  these  invitatione  ahonld  be 
given  by  a  direct  act  of  tlie  Honse, 

Mr.  Dbattok  fiiUy  agreed  in  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  lusMchfksetts.  He  was 
perfectly  snre  that  not  tJie  least  disrespect  to- 
wards  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
been  intended  by  the  mover  of  the  resolntion 
yet  such  an  inference  might  be  drav^n  on  Ihi 
part  of  the  world.  It  was  a  great  occasion— 
Mohaoneaswonld  probably  never  occur  again  , 
ud  he  thought  it  not  decorous  in  the  House  to 
leave  to  its  presiding  officer  an  act  which  had 
better  be  done  by  itself.  It  would  be  more  re- 
q>eotfDl  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  adopt  the 
KsdntJon. 

Mr.  TaoKiA  said  he  withdrew  all  objectioi 
to  it 

Mr.  WioRLim  add  that,  ooosidering  the  in- 
timate relation  which  snbsiated  between  the 
Chief  Jnatice  Marshall  and  George  Washington, 
he  would  snggeat  to  the  mover  of  the  reeolntion, 


whether  it  woold  not  be  proper  to  amend  it  bj 
inserting  the  words  "  and  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Oonri  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.AsuB  accepted  the  modification;  wheie- 
npon, 

Mr.  WioKUTFB  further  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  adding  the  name  of  Ohsrles  Oarroll  of 
Oarrollton,  whioh  was  accepted  in  like  manner. 

Mr.  Adams  thought  it  might  be  proper  to  ex- 
tend the  limits  of  the  resolution  still  furtlieT, 
and  incJnde  the  name  of  James  Madison.  He 
was  not  sure  that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
Mr.  Madison  to  comply  with  the  invitation ; 
bnt,  as  the  Honse  was  about  to  do  honor  to 
itself  and  to  the  nation,  it  was  a  mark  of  re- 
spect due  to  this  distinguished  citizen,  to  include 
him  among  those  specially  invited  by  its  an- 
thority. 

Mr.  Oabboit  intjnired  whether  it  woold  not 
be  proper,  before  inviting  these  individuals,  to 
have  a  distinct  nnderslanding  whether  the  ear* 
vivor  and  heir  of  General  Washington  woidd 
consent  to  the  removal  of  bis  body. 

The  Ohais  stated,  ia  reply  to  this  inqniry, 
that  letters  had  been  written  that  morning  by 
the  preuding  officer  of  the  Senate  and  himseli^ 
to  ascertain  whether  such  consent  would  be 

Mr.  Eluwobth  thonght  there  was  no  need 
of  wwting  on  that  account,  since  the  fact  itself, 
that  snch  invitations  had  been  given,  might 
have  an  effect  in  rendering  the  survivor  of  the 
Washington  family  the  more  willing  to  consent 
to  the  removal. 

Mr.  G.  EvBunr  observed  that  the  specifica- 
tion of  certain  individuals  in  this  resolntion 
might  be  sapposed  as  intended  to  exclude  all 
other  persons.  To  prevent  this,  he  thought  it 
would  be  proper  to  give  a  discretion  to  the 
presiding  officers,  by  the  addition  of  some  snch 
clause  as  this,  "  together  with  snch  other  per- 
sons as  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  ma;  think  proper." 

Mr.  DBATTOti  said  that  he  understood  snch  a 
discretion  to  have  been  already  vested  bj  the 
resolution  formerly  passed. 

Mr.  EiBR  suggested  that  it  would  be  more 
proper  to  specif  the  relatives  of  the  fbmily. 

Mr.  EvKsnr  thought  it  wonld,  and  moved  U 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Caubbblxno  sud  that  he  hoped  be 
should  not,  in  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make, 
violate  the  obligations  of  decorum,  or  be  con- 
sidered wanting  in  delicacy,  when  he  sag- 
geated  the  propriety  of  extending  the  invitation 
in  the  resolution  to  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Adaus  Bud,  that  while  he  was  grateful 
to  the  genUeman  from  New  York  for  the  motion 
which  he  had  made,  be  must  be  permitted  to 
request  that  he  would  withdraw  it.  He  was 
sumcienti;  honored  in  the  fact  that  such  an  in- 
vitation had  been  proposed ;  whatever  he  ini^lit 
have  been,  be  held  at  present  what  he  consid- 
ered the  most  honorable  station  that  could  be 
.  odnferred  on  him  as  one  of  the  representatives 
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of  the  people  of  tbe  United  States.  Ha  repeat- 
ed his  request  that  the  motion  might  be  with- 
drawn ;  whereupon, 

Mr.  OAHBRSLSNe  said  that  if  nioh  was  the 
gentlemao's  wish,  he  shonld  withdraw  tlie  mo- 
tion, and  he  withdrew  it  accordiiigl]r. 

The  resolntioD,  as  modified,  waa  then  agreed 


Ht.  Bateb,  of  Mslne,  said  that  when  the  snb- 

iBct  of  removing  the  remuns  of  Washinfftoo 
lad  yesterdaj  bMO  ander  discnssioo,  snoh  had 
been  his  feelings  that  he  conld  not  have  spoken 
one  word.  He  had  felt  as  if  it  was  wrong  to 
remove  those  relics ;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
objeettons  in  his  mind  tvas  the  idea  of  separat- 
ing the  dnst  of  Washiaaton  from  that  of  his 
bdoved  consort  He  had  since  discovered,  from 
records  which  he  then  held  in  bis  hand,  that 
when  Mrs.  Washington  consented  to  the  re- 
moval of  her  hosband's  bodj,  itwasthe  distinct 
nnderstanding  between  her  and  the  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  that  if  his  reniEuna 
should  be  removed,  her  own  shonld  be  laid  be- 
side them.  He  had  opposed  the  motion  ^ester- 
daj,  bat  since  it  had  passed,  he  wonld  to-daj 
offer  a  resolnCion,  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
to  prevent  tbe  separation  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded. He  hopeo  it  wonld  receive  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House, 
Mr.  Bates  then  ofiered  the  following : 


of  (he  House  of  R«preBentatires  be  herebj  author. 
lied  to  maks  sppliesUoD  to  John  A.  Wuhiugton, 
of  Mount  VemoQ,  and  to  Oeoi^s  W.  P.  Custis, 

Endson  of  Mrs.  Wubington,  for  the  renului  of 
rths  WuhingtoQ,  to  b«  removed,  and  deponCed 
in  the  ca^itol  at  Wubiogton  Cttj,  st  [he  ume  time 
with  those  of  her  late  coosori  George  Wubiogton, 
and,  if  leave  be  obtained,  to  Cake  messareB  accord- 
bgly. 

Mr.  Bbll,  one  of  tlie  committee  of  twenty- 
fonr,  stated  tbe  express  understanding  of  that 
oommittee  that  the  rem^as  of  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton shonld  accompany  those  of  her  husband. 

Mr.  WioKLiFF^  another  member  of  the  oom- 
mittee, confirmed  this  statement,  and  thonght 
that  part  of  the  arrangements  had  best  be  left 
to  the  presiding  officers. 

Mr.  Mkbobb,  though  he  wonld  have  been 
contented  with  snch  a  reference,  thought,  as 
the  resolntion  had  been  brought  forward,  it 
ought  to  be  adopted. 

Hr.  Ghbsnkll  thought  so  too,  but  still  hoped 
the  mover  would  consent  to  withdraw  it. 


standing  in  the  committee,  and  expressed  his 
hope  that,  as  the  committee  had  been  perfectly 
nnanimons  on  this  point,  the  Honse  would  be 
so  likewise.  The  same  reasons  which  hod  in- 
duoed  bim  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  former  reso- 
lution, inclined  him  to  support  this,  that  respect 
might  be  ehowD,  first  to  the  illustriona  individ- 


ual himself,  and  then  to  all  that  Borroanded  tad 
was  most  dear  to  him. 

Mr.  Cbawtosd  thoQght  the  reec^tion  oo^ 
to  pass,  as  it  wonld  remove  all  doobt  from  tbe 
minds  of  the  preeiding  offioers  as  to  Uie  eittot 
of  their  anthority  and  dntj. 

Mr.  AsNOLD  was  not  oppoeed  to  tJie  oljett 
of  the  resolution,  hot  strongly  in  favor  of  it ; 
yet  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  inoorporated  in 
the  tame  resolotioa  whieh  referred  to  tbe  bod; 
of  General  Washington ;  that  ot:|)ect,  he  hi^ied, 
might  yet  be  effected  by  a  reconmderation. 

Mr.  Adams  observed,  in  reply,  XbtA  tbe  for- 
mer resolntion  only  went  to  cair;  into  efftct 
the  resolve  of  Oongrese  in  1799.  and  therefor* 
it  would  be  improper  to  include  in  itarefereme 
to  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Washington. 

Mr.  AsBOLD,  hoping  that  if  Die  fcKiner  reto- 
lutioo  were  reconsidered,  not  only  the  seooad 
wonld  be  inclnded,  bat  that  a  nnaoimooi  voU 
might  be  obtuned  in  &vor  of  both,  moved  ihs 
reooorideration  accordingly. 

As  the  resolution  had  not  been  sent  to  tbe 
Senate,  the  motion  was  entertained  by  the 
Cbur. 

Mr.  Thomu  opposed  the  motion  to  reoonndtr 
as  being  not  only  needless,  but  improper.  Tbe 
two  resolutions  onght  not  to  be  blended,  tot 
very  properly  followed  each  other. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  after  some  ex- 
planation of  whM  pasaed  in  tbe  oommittee  ti 
twenty-four,  answered  tbe  gentlemjin  fron 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Ashold,)  that  he  was  mb- 
taken,  if  he  expected  tc  obtain  a  nnauimoog 
vote.  He  for  one  should  vote  to-day  as  be  had 
voted  yesterday,  and  for  the  same  rvasoni. 

Mr,  A.  H,  SaiPpCKD  expreesed  his  Bnr|wi« 
at  the  difference  of  opinions  entertained  by  tbi 
members  of  the  committee.  If  not  intpniicr, 
it  wonld  be  highly  dedrable  to  laam  tbe  ticti 
which  the  Vice  President  and  Speaker  eats' 
teined  of  tbe  powers  ^ven  them  by  the  itaola- 

Tbe  Spbaexb  said,  at  far  as  his  own  opiuoD 
was  oonoemed,  he  had  no  heeitatioo  in  sayiiK 
that  the  resolutions  of  yesterday  were  confined 
distinctly  to  the  ol^ect  of  the  reeiriotiODS  rf 
1799,  which  related  to  the  body  ct  George 
Washington,  and  to  that  alone. 

Mr.  Sbkfpbbd  nrged  this  r^ly  to  show  that 
the  oommittee  of  twenty-fonr  had  been  mis- 
taken in  their  understanding  of  the  matter,  tod 
he  nrged  unanimity  either  in  recaondering  the 
ftnmer  resolution  or  adopting  the  preaent. 

Mr.  DsAitBomt  was  exposed  to  tbe  reeoa- 
sideration,  for  the  object  stated  by  the  geolle- 
man  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Asnold.)  A  sepa- 
rate resolution  like  this  would  confer  a  hightr 
honor  on  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Washinatoo,  thia 
had  ever,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  been  ooo- 
ferred  on  any  female. 

Mr.  WiLUAMs  BtiA  he  hoped  the  genDeoian 
irom  Tennessee  (Mr.  Asrold)  wonld  withdraw 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Abhols  refused  to  do  so^  sod  again 
nrged  the  improprie^  of  separating  the  two 
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resDlnliooH.  If  geDtlemen  ohoae  U>  hold  oat  in 
the  aegfttiTe,  they  micht  do  so.  But  be  knew 
of  more  ttuia  oue  woo,  having  witoessed  the 
enpreasion  of  the  will  of  the  Eoiue,  w«r«  denr- 
«as  of  altuiog  tli«ir  rotes  for  the  iftke  of  anaii' 
imi^. 

llr.  Spubht  demanded  the  previous  (laeeUon, 
bnt  oonMnted  to  withdraw  it  to  admit  a  brief 
reply  from 

Jtr.  Tromtboit  ;  upon  which,  Uiat  gentleman 
vindieatod  the  coorae  he  had  pnnaed. 

H!r,  BmaHT  reoewed  the  call,  bnt  again 
waived  it,  to  oooommodate 

H>.  Boor,  who  pledged  himielf  to  renew  it, 
which  be  did,  after  a  varj  brief  eniltuiation  of 
his  own  oondnot.  The  call  for  ue  previona 
qneetioii  was  seoonded  bf  the  Hooae — jett  107. 

When  the  mtUn  ^nestion  was  put  on  reoon- 
nderin^  aod  lost  withont  a  ooont. 

Ur.  Xtuts,  of  Uaine,  now  moved  the  pre- 
viona qneitioB  on  the  resoInUoa  of  Mr.  Bi.ne, 
bnt  oonattitad  to  witiidraw  the  call,  at  the  re- 


making the  same  ftppiicatioa  to  the  surviving 
lelationa  of  Hrs.  Washington,  in  respect  to  her 
renuuna,  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  relatives  of  the  Qeueral  in  re- 
gard to  his.  If  r.  K.  enlarged  npon  the  manifest 
Jaitioe  and  propriety  of  anoh  a  coarse. 

Ur.  BitCB  aeoeptad  the  modification  of  his 
resolntion  to  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman 
last  np.  bj  adding  the  words  "and  of  George 
V.  P.  Oostis,  fraodaon  of  Mn.  WaahingtMi." 

Th«  resolntion  was  tlien  carried  without  a 

After  the  resolntion  had  peased,  ICr.  Krbb 
exprMMd  a  widi  to  withdraw  the  amendment 
he  had  sabmitted. 

The  Spiakbb  infbrmed  bim  the  reaolntjon  bad 
pataed,  and  had  gone  to  tlte  Senate  for  ecmcnr- 
renee. 

Apportionment  BiU. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  i^portio&ment 
bill — the  question  being  on  Mr.  Oli.ttoii'b  mo- 
tion to  reoonsider  the  vote  by  which  a  ratio  of 
48,000  was  striclcen  out,  and  44,400  inserted  in 
lieu  of  that  number, 

Mr.  PoLx  wldied  to  have  one  rote  more 
token,  and  he  would  then,  if  it  was  negatived, 
eobmit.  He  moved  that  the  bill  bereoommitted 
to  a  Select  Oommittee,  with  Instruotions  to  in- 
sert 47,700  aa  the  ratio,  and  this  ntimber  would 
not  inorease  the  House  more  than  half  the 
iramber  which  wonld  be  the  result  from  the 
adoption  of  44,800. 

Mr.  Aduu  said,  if  he  was  disposed  to  protract 
the  debate,  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment ; 
bnt  as  the  sense  of  the  House  had  been  twice 
taken,  and  aa  it  was  so  thoroughly  asoertuned 
that  48,000  would  not  be  exoeeded,  ha  hoped 
further  attempts  would  not  be  made  for  a  larger 
nnmber ;  he  would  vote  against  the  amendment 
M  well  as  Bf[unst  the  motion  made  by  Mr,  Poix 
to  recommtt,  as  be  oomidered  the  objections 
TouZL— S8 


The  questioD  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  PoLx's 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee, 
with  insUnetiouB  to  insert  47,700  in  lien  fS 
44,800  ■■,  which  motion  prevailed,  by — yeaa  106, 
nays  91. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pole,  it  was  ordered  tliet 
the  oommittee  should  consist  of  seven  persons; 
and  Messrs.  Polx,  Holland,  Thompson  of 
Ohick^  J.  Kmo,  Thomas  of  Loulm&na,  Babbiow, 
and  BroHKB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Vanob  moved  that  a  statement  of  the 
several  fractions,  to  be  created  by  the  adoption 
of  47,700  for  the  ratio,  in  each  State,  and  read 
to  the  Hooae,  ihoold  be  printed ;  which  waa 
otdered. 

TTkorudat,  February  15. 
ApporHonmtnt  BUk 

Hr.  Pole,  from  the  Select  Oommittee  to 
wUdi  was  recommitted  yesterday  the  bill  for 
the  qiportionment  of  representatives  aooording 
to  the  fifth  censni,  with  inetructianH  to  strike 
out  4^800,  and  to  insert  47,700,  reported  the 
said  bill,  amended  aooording  to  tiie  said  instrtio- 
tions. 

Mr.  WiLziAHS  hoped  he  wtmld  not  press  the 
motion :  the  present  subject  mieht  be  post- 
poned, and  the  appropriation  biUs  taken  np : 
he  hoped  never  to  see  the  previous  qaestion 
brought  down  upon  the  House,  while  deliberat- 
LQK  oo  Hoofa  a  suDJeot. 

Mr.  MoDnmi  disclmmed  all  idea  of  fordng 
any  gentienuu  into  one  coarse  or  another ;  the 
House  would  act  freely. 

The  OaAiB  suggested  titat  the  previous  quM- 
tion  would  not  oooomplidi  the  ol^eot  the  gen- 
tieman  had  in  view.  The  report  of  the  «om- 
ndttee  was  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  and  the  whole  anbjeot  would  be  open  to 
discussion. 

Mr.  Polk  ro«e  to  inquire  whether  the  Oluidr 
had  decMed  that  after  the  Honse  had  instructed 
the  committee  to  amend  this  bill  in  a  particular 
manner,  and  the  bill  had  been  reported  from 
the  oommittee  so  amended,  it  was  then  neces- 
sary for  the  House  to  act  npon  the  amesdmeot. 

The  SPKAXSBOfud  thotwas  the  opinion  of  the 
Ohair. 

Mr.  Potx  aaid,  with  all  deferenoe  to  the 
Ohair,  he  was  boimd  to  appeal  from  the  deoi- 
tioa. 

The  Si>uxKR  stated  the  princifdea  upon  which 
the  decisim  was'founded. 

An  animated  discnssion  arose  on  the  point  of 
order,  in  which  Messrs.  Tatlob,  Gabson,  Wiox- 
UFVX,  nnd  EvxxKTT  sopported  the  deoision  of 
the  Chair,  and  Messrs.  MoDutfib  and  Pout 
advocated  the  views  of  the  latter  gentleman ; 
but,  before  the  question  was  token  on  the  ap- 
peal, 

Mr.  Folk  said  he  was  nnwilling  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Honse  by  this  incidental  que*- 
tkm,  and  though  his  opinion  waa  nnohai^ed, 
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be  would  withdraw  the  appeal,  and  move  that 
the  House  eooonr  with  the  amendtnoit  made 
b;  the  committee. 

The  queetjoa  reoorred  on  cononirioff  with 
the  committee  in  their  report,  (to.  47,700,) 
and  wu  decided  in  the  affirmative  hj — jeas 
lis,  nays  7S. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  the  alterationa  in 
reaidufl  of  the  bill  which  was  rendered  n< 
eary  by  this  vote ;  which  was  agreed  to ; 
tbe  biU  was  ordered  to  be  engrceaed  for  its  t 
reading  to-morrow. 

Thubbdat,  Febraarj  16. 
Semotai  itfiht  Indiaat. 

The  foQowing  Hea«we.wBs  received  from  the 
Preadent  of  the  noited  States : 

WiMainaTOv,  IGfA  Pibruary,  IS33. 
Ta  (A<  Senatt  and  S<ni*i  of  RepretaUativtt  ; 

Being  more  kod  more  coDTinced  thkt  the  deiti- 
»  of  ibe  IndUni  within  the  settled  portioa  of  the 
United  Suites  depends  upon  their  entire  uid  speed; 
migration  to  the  country  vest  of  lbs  Uiaaisdppi  set 
apart  for  their  pemument  reddence,  I  &m  SiDiioos 
that  all  the  arrangements  neccsssrj  to  the  oomplete 
eieciition  of  the  plan  of  removd,  sod  to  ^e  ult(- 
mate  security  and  Improvement  of  the  Indians, 
■honld  be  miide  vEthoat  further  delay.  Those  who 
have  already  remored,  and  are  removing,  are  sof- 
flciently  numerous  to  engage  the  seriotu  attention 
of  the  OoTemmeat ;  and  it  is  due  not  less  to  them 
than  to  the  obllgmtiDD  which  the  nation  has  as- 
lumed,  that  every  reasonable  ctep  should  be  taken 
to  fulBl  the  eipecUtiona  that  hare  been  held  out  to 
them.  Uany  of  those  who  yet  remain,  will,  no 
doubt,  within  a  short  petiod,  become  sensible  that 
the  courae  recommended  Is  the  only  ooe  which 

Cmiaes  gUbility  of  improvement,  aod  it  is  to  be 
.led  that  all  of  them  will  realize  this  truth,  and 
unite  with  their  brethren  bevood  the  Uisslssipid. 
Should  they  do  so,  there  would  then  be  no  question 
of  jurisdiction  to  prevent  the  Government  from 
exercising  such  a  general  control  over  Ihdr  aSalra 
as  may  be  esseotial  to  their  interest  and  safety : 
should  any  of  them,  however,  repel  the  altec  of  re- 
moval, they  are  free  to  remain ;  hut  they  must 
remun  with  inch  privilege*  and  dinbiliUes  as  the 
respective  States,  within  whose  Jorisdlation  they  lie, 
may  prescribe. 

I  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  which  preseots  a  general  outlipe  of  the 
progress  that  ha^  already  been  made  in  this  work, 
and  of  an  that  remaios  to  be  done.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived thit  much  Information  ia  yet  necessary  for 
the  faithfol  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  Got- 
eroment,  without  which  it  will  be  impossible  to 
provide  for  the  eiecntion  of  some  of  the  eiiating 
iUpolatioDB,  or  make  those  prudeotiil  arrange- 
tneots,  upon  which  the  final  auccen  of  the  whole 
movement,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Indians  them- 
aelvea,  must  depend. 

I  recommend  the  subject  to  the  attention  of 
Congress,  in  the  hope  that  the  soggestions  in  this 
report  may  be  found  useful,  and  that  provision  may 
be  made  for  tbe  appointment  of  the  eommisaioneia 
ther^  referred  to,  aod  for  vetting  them  with  snch 
anthority  ai  may  be  necessary  to  the  aatLalactory 


perfonoanee  of  the  important  duliea  ptoposed  tob«~ 
iSDBXVr  JACKSON. 


Semain*  of  WoAiTigCoii. 
The  SpUkKBB  annonnoed  to  the  Honae  that 
the  Vice  FrcMdent  and  himself;  in  tie  fulfil- 
ment of  thejoint  reeolntionaof  the  twoEouaeb 
in  relation  to  the  celebration  of  the  centennial 
anniverBBT;  of  the  birthday  of  Geoi^  Waahing- 
ton,  addressed  a  letter  to  Ur.  John  A.  Washing- 
ton, and  to  Hr.  G.  W.  P.  Oustis,  ra^uesting  their 
CODsent  to  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  George 
Washington  and  Martha  Washington,  and  had 
received  their  answerv,  copies  of  all  of  which 
ho  laid  before  the  Eonse,  and  which  are  as  bl- 

WaindtaToa,  nbrvary  14,  IBU. 

Sib  :  The  Benate  and  Howe  of  BeprMeataUves 
have  passed  a  Joint  icacdnUon  to  eelebrale  the 
centennial  birthday  of  Oeoix*  Wadilitgtoii,  aotber- 
ixine  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Repreaentativea  to  make  applkatioa 
to  you  for  his  remaina,  to  he  removed,  and  depos- 
ited in  the  capitol  at  Washington,  in  confomily 
with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  84th  Decem- 
ber, 1799. 

They  have  passed  another  Jinnt  reaolatioci, 
anthorizins  us  to  make  application  to  you  and  Mr. 
0.  W.  P.  Coslis,  for  the  remains  of  Hanha  Wash- 
ington, to  be  removed  and  deposited  at  tbe  sains 
time  with  those  of  her  late  consort  George  Wash- 

We  herewith  enclose  copiea  of  tfaeee  lesolptini^ 
and,  in  tbe  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed  on  m, 
have  to  request  that  you  will  give  as  as  early  ai 

nswer  to  tms  app''"""'"~    " 
We  have  the  n 


answer  to  tms  application  as  may  be 

We  have  the  honor  "     ' 
your  obedient  senranla, 


with  great  ti^eet, 


J.  C.  CALHOUS, 
Titu  Praident,  and  Prtiidtnl  of  Iht  &iuIl 
A.  BTEVKiSON, 
Speaker  of  Uu  Houtt  of  R^mentatim. 
Tti.  J.  A.  WASBuiitroa,  Mmait  Vtnum. 

A  similar  letter  to  tbe  above  was  addnaed 
to  Goorge  W.  P.  Costia,  Esq. 

Moon  yiaHOK,  Febnarg  IB,  IBtt. 
To  Iki  h/inorablt  thi  Pmidaii  of  He  StnaU, 

and  the  Speaitr  of  tha  Uotii  of  S^irtMntxIaa. 

OEHTLEHCa:  I  have  to  acknowledge  tbe  ncaft 
of  your  letter,  and  the  resolutions  of  Coogrcsi  lo 
carry  into  comjdete  efTect  that  which  was  adopted 
in  Diecember,  1799,  (or  the  removal  of  the  lemum 
of  George  Washington  In  the  seat  of  GerenuasiiL 

I  have  received  with  profound  sensibility  ilis 
ezpressioQ  of  the  derire  of  CcDgress,  repreaenlioc 
the  whole  natioo,  to  hare  the  custody  and  can  ol 
the  remains  of  my  revered  rebtive ;  and  the  strag- 
gle which  it  has  produced  in  my  miud  betweea  a 
sense  of  duty  to  the  hieheeCaothorilies  of  my  cons- 
try  and  private  feelings  has  been  greatly  embanao- 
ing.  But  when  J  recollect  thai  his  win,  In  reaped 
to  the  disporftion  of  his  remains,  has  been  reeenily 
carried  into  full  effect,  and  that  (hey  now  npose  is 
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perfect  tnnqnillitj,  rarrouDded  b;  thOBS  of  other 
(odpared  memben  of  the  ftiuQj,  I  hope  CoDgreu 
«iU  do  jnatice  to  the  molJTei  which  aeem  to  me  to 
leqniie  that  I  ibould  not  cDoeent  to  their  eepais- 


I  pmy    you,  gentlemi 


»  commnnictte  these 


W.  HcCo;,  R.  UcCoT,  UcDuCBe,  Uclutlre,  HeEea- 
nui,  HiUigsp,  T.  K  Hiichell,  Muhlenberg,  Neirau], 
NuckollB,  PatloD,  Pearce,  PienoD,  Polk,  Potia, 
Renoher,  Roane,  Root,  Rnnel,  W.  B.  Bhepu^  A. 
H.  Bhepperd,  Bnith,  Souls,  Speight,  Siandifer, 
Stephens,  Sutherland,  Taflor,   P.   Thomaa,  Witey 


of  mj  grand  ancle,   for  the  diitiogauihed  honor 
whkh  wa«  intended  to  liit  nemory,  and  accept  for 
jonnelrea  aanirancea  of  my  gratitnde  and  esteem. 
JOHN  A.  WASHUfOTON. 

AaLiNOTos  Horn, 
2W«{a«  .A'^,  Fttniary  14,  1839. 
QnnLiirui:  The  letter  you  hare  done  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me,  requesting  my  cooMnt  to  the 
temoral  of  the  remaioe  of  my  venerable  grand 
parents  from  their  present  reetiog  place  to  the 
cantol,  I  have  this  moment  receWed. 

1  gixe  my  moat  hearty  coment  to  the  T«ma*al 
of  tSe  remains,  after  the  manner  reqaeeted,  and 
•ongralnlal«  the  QoTernmeat  upon  the  approach- 
ing MMommatiait  ot  a  great  act  of  national  grati- 
iDds. 

I  haTe  tlie  honor  to  bo,  with  perfect  respect, 
■entleiMik,  y«iic  moat  obedient  Mrvuit, 

OBORQ£  W.  P.  OUSnS. 
To  the  Bod.  Joan  C.  Cu.HonH, 

Vwe  PretidiiU  of  tht  Unittd  BlalM. 

Amduw  BriTiNaOK, 
Spioktr  of  tht  Houtt  of  ReprtttntaUvu  U.  "8. 

Mr.  EvKsxrr  Baggestod  the  propriety  of  re- 
feniog  these  letters  to  a  Select  Oomnutiee,  in- 
umacn  as  tlielr  reoeption  might  render  it  nec- 
es9Bry  to  make  wine  cbange  in  the  coutem- 
plttad  u-Tttngemeut  for  the  approaohiiig  oelebra- 
tion. 

Mr.  Thoicas,  of  Lonialjuia,  thoiigbt  the  Hoose 
lud  gone  as  far  M  it  need  go.  Let  the  whole 
procaedingB  be  spread  upon  the  joornals,  aod 
there  let  tb«  matter  rest. 

Mr.  Adams  thought  the  commitment  would 
he  DDnecesaorj ;  ana  after  a  short  conTersation, 
Mr.  £vzsn-r  agreed  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

.^portionment  Bill, 


iii,  Datib,  of  Kassachosetta,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  n^s  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which 
was  ordered  and  were  as  follows : 

Ytu. — Xessts.  Adair,  AJeiander,  C.  AUaa,  R. 
Allen,  Allison,  Andenoo,  Angel,  Archer,  Arnold, 
Aihlcy,  Babcock,  Banks,  Damwell,  Barringer,  Bur- 
stow,  J.  Sates,  Bell,  Bergen,  BeCbune,  James  Bkir, 
John  Bkir,  Boon,  Bou^,  Bouldin,  Branch,  J.  C. 
Brodhead,  Buch«r,  Bullard,  Burd,  Burgea,  Cambre- 
leng,  Cut,  Cbino,  Oisiborno.  Clay,  Clayton,  Collier, 
Cotmer,  B.  Cooke,  Cooper,  Coolter,  Craig,  Craw- 
ford, I^venport,  Deyan,  Dewart,  Doubleday,  Dray- 
ton, Dnncan,  0.  Evans,  J.  Gt*iis,  Felder,  Fitiger- 
alil,  Foster,  Gdther,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  GriBln,  W. 
Ball,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Heister,  Hogiin,  Holland, 
tbrie,  lsw:k*,  Jewett,  R  H.  Johnioo,  Care  John- 
•on,  KaTsnagh,  Eennon,  A.  KjDg,  J.  King,  H.  King, 
lamai,  Lansing,  Leavitt,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
Uion  Uardls,  Kawn,  Uanhall,  UaiwiJl,  McCarty, 


llesey,  F.  Whittlesey,  C.  P.  White,  £.  D.  Wbil«, 
WicklilTe,  Wilde— ISO. 

Nats. — Uesare.  Adams,  Appleton,  Armstrong,  N, 
Barber,  J.  S.  Barbour,  I.  C.  Bates,  Beardsley,  Brign, 
J.  Brodhead,  Cafaoon,  Choate,  L.  Condict,  8.  Condit, 
E.  Cooke,  Crane,  Creigbton,  J.  DaYls,  Dearborn, 
Den:iy,  Dickson,  Doddndge,  Ellsworth,  S.  ETereCt, 
H.  Everett,  Grennell,  T.  H.  Hall,  Hammons,  Har- 
per,  Hodges,   Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hunt, 


dolph,  J.  Reed,  E.  C.  Reed,  8lade.  Southard,  Storre, 
F,  Thomas,  Vance,  WasMagtoD,  Watmough,  Weeks, 
Wilkin,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Toung— sa. 

Sovth  Carolina  Claimi. 
The  Honse  then  took  np  the  hill  allowing  the 

State  of  Bonth  Carolina  carton  snms  on  accoant 
of  ezpeoditnrea  made  by  her  for  defence  during 
the  late  war.  The  question  before  the  House 
was  upon  oonoarrenoe  with  the  Oommittae  of 
the  whole  in  the  ameadment  allowing  a  oertun 
amount  for  blankets  furnished,  which  was  oar- 
ried. 

Ur.  WsimiaiT  moTcd  hrther  to  amend 
the  bill,  hj  strilung  therefrom  the  first  and 
second  sections,  allowing  the  State  interest  on 
certain  sums.  He  stat^  that  a  bill  Ttota  the 
Senate  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Cl^ms,  (of  which  he  is  chairmaiij)  allowing  in- 
terest to  all  those  States  who  had  paid  interest 
on  the  moneys  thi?y  bad  advanced  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  The  Committee  of  Claims 
proposed  an  amendment  to  that  bill,  which  re- 
tained the  Senate's  principle,  but  extended  It 
to  all  advances  made  by  anj  of  the  States.  He 
thought  it  better  (hat  these  allowanoes  shoold 
be  embraced  in  one  general  law,  applying  alike 
to  all  the  States. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  urged  agt^nst  this  motion  the 
delay  which  had  already  taken  place.  South 
Carolina  had  waited  for  five  sessions,  and  had 
expended  fifteen  or  twenty  thonaand  dollars  in 
presenting  her  cMms,  Her  agent  was  now  here 
waiting.  The  principle  was  clear,  and  he  was 
willing  that  it  should  be  applied  to  all  other 
States  in  like  (urcnmstanoes. 

Mr.  Dbatton  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
oontended  that  South  Carolina  asked  no  more 
than  what  had  been  allowed  in  the  case  of  other 
States,  and  that,  if  there  was  any  distinction 
between  their  cases  and  hers,  the  distinction 
was  in  her  favor.  The  State  had  a  bank  in 
which  she  invested  her  fnnds,  whea  not  other- 
wise employed ;  and  from  which  the  State 
nsnally  derived  a  dividend  of  from  nine  to 
twelve  per  cent.  Yet,  though  her  advances 
had  been  made  from  the  stock  of  this  bank, 
she  demanded  bnt  nx  per  oeaL  laterest. 
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Hi.  WiLLLuiB,  of  North  Caroliiu,  contended 

tiiat  this  bill  introdaced  a  new  principle,  namelj, 
tbat  States  were  to  be  compenBated  for  what 
tkef  bad  lost  in  conseqnenoe  of  making  ad- 
Tanoes  to  the  UnioD.  If  this  prindple  was 
adopted,  it  onght  to  be  carried  follj  out,  and 
BoDth  Carolina,  instead  of  receiTing  six,  ought 
to  be  allowed  from  nine  to  twelve  per  cant. 
She  bad  not  raised  the  money  by  taxes,  or  bor- 
rowed it  on  interest,  bat  had  used  bar  bank 
stock,  on  which  it  was  very  nnoertua  what  in- 
terest she  might  have  received.  The  principle 
Mtablishcd  by  the  Committee  of  Claims  was, 
that  the  States  were  to  be  allowed  oalj  for 
losses  or  ic^nries  aotaally  sostained,  and  inter- 
eat  aotnall;  paid. 

Mr.  MsBOBB  protested  with  warmth  against 
the  principle  that  any  regard  was  t«  be  had  to 
the  state  and  oondHJon  of  a  State's  finances  at 
the  time  she  had  advanced  money  to  the  United 
States,  in  settliog  the  allowaaoe  of  interest. 
Booth  Carolina  bad  a  bank ;  and  whether  she 
bad  been  making  npon  Its  stock  ten  per  cent., 
or  fifty  per  cent.,  or  a  hundred  fier  cent.,  was 
perfectly  immaterial.  The  only  onestioii  was, 
whether  the  United  States  had  had  her  money. 
whether  thej'  ought  to  reimburse  it^  ana 
whether  they  oaght  not  to  allow  her  the  legal 
rate  of  interest  daring  the  time  the;  hod  had 
the  nse  of  it.  The  interest  was  as  much  dae 
as  the  principal.  A  State  might,  for  certain 
reasons,  M  wijiing  to  veive  a  oart  of  her  claim, 
but  that  did  not  tonoh  the  right.  Ur.  H.  here 
want  into  a  statement  of  Uie  aircnmstances 
which  liad  indaoed  Virginia,  at  one  time,  not 
to  preaa  the  whole  of  her  demands  npon  the 
United  States.  But  if  one  State  should  choose 
to  eomponnd  fbr  a  part  of  her  demand,  that  did 
not  in  UiB  least  aS^  the  rights  of  other  States. 

The  prinnple  was  a  very  important  one.  It 
was  important  that  all  the  States  sbonld  noder- 
atend  that,  if  nnder  any  emergeno/  the  General 
Government  should  he  anable  to  extend  its 
shield  over  all  tbe  eztremitiea  of  the  nnion, 
those  Btatea  who,  in  snch  a  erisis,  made  ad- 
vances for  the  general  defence,  wonld  he  sore 
of  a  Jnst  and  ample  compensation. 

}iT.  WmTTLBsai,  after  an  eiplaoaUon  to  Ur. 
Mbboeb,  begged  that  gentleman  and  all  the 
Hoose  to  take  notioe  that  he  was  not  opposed 
to  the  aUowanoe  of  interest  in  any  case  where 
advance*  bad  been  made.  He  folly  admitted 
tbe  joatio*  of  the  principle,  that  the  Govern- 
tnent  ought  to  allow  interest  fbr  the  time 
during  which  it  had  had  the  nse  of  the  money 
of  the  States.  Especially  ought  this  principle 
to  be  ^iplied  to  the  advances  made  during  the 
last  war,  when  the  funds  and  credit  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  weresocompletelyexhanated, 
that  its  stock  sold  for  twelve  aod  nineteen  per 
cent,  below  par.  No  more  was  asked  for  these 
timely  advances,  than  a  simple  interest  of  six 
per  cent.,  by  allowing  which  the  United  Btatea 
would  nnqaeationably  be  great  Raiaers.  It  was 
not  on  this  gronnd  that  he  had  moved  Uie 
ameodtnault  but  becaoM  he  wished  eqoaljos- 


tioe  unto  all  the  States,  and  beoaose  the  bill,  u 
it  stood,  was  in  snch  a  shape  that  the  Third 
Auditor  wonld  have  great  oiffioulty  in  Bcling 
npon  it.  iir,  W.  oononrred  with  the  geotlemui 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Wiluaju)  that  iha 
bill  did  oontunanew  principle, becaoseioter««t 
had  heretofore  beenalloweaoniyiQcaseairhm 
the  Btates  had  themselves  paid  interest  Bncli, 
at  least,  hod  been  the  rule  in  referenca  te  the 
last  war.  It  wonld  he  an  endless  task  to  calcu- 
late the  interest  on  each  particnlar  sum  from 
the  time  it  had  been  advanced.    The  8«n»u 


when  the  demand  had  first  been  made,  nor  did 
the  hill  specify  when  interest  was  lo  ctaje. 
The  Committee  of  CItums  had  povided,  in  thtir 
amendment  to  the  Senate's  fell,  that  interest 
should  cease  from  Uia  time  the  money  hsd  beeo 
refooded. 

Mr.  ELiawoKTH  addressed  the  Hoose  for  i 
short  time  on  the  manifest  eqnity  of  aDoving 
interest  for  all  sdvanoea  made,  whether  tli« 
money  had  been  drawn  by  taxation  fram  tbe 
pockets  of  the  people,  or  advanced  &oid  a  Fund 
already  raised.  The  United  States  bad  noth- 
ing to  do  with  that  inquiry ;  no  man  iradd 
make  it  in  private  life.  He  feared  that,  if  ibe 
amendment  should  be  pressed,  the  wboletllov- 
ance  might  fail. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDax  made  an  expIanatioD  >»  to 
what  had  been  done  in  the  VirKiniaI.e^sUliir« 
on  the  Bulfjeot  of  a  demand fc«  inlerect  it* 
difierent  pwiod  fh>m  that  referred  to  by  Kr. 

Mr.  MoCoT  oonflrmed  Mr.  DoDDanwx'i  rtite- 

ment  i  it  was  tbe  Oongreas  which  bad  snnmcd 
the  prinoipla  that  Vir^ia  was  not  te  be  '^V 
ed  mterest  on  aU  her  advances,  bat  only  is 
cases  whereahehadhervelfpiddinterest.  Th«t 
principle  having  been  established  by  tbeHooi^ 
the  OommiUee  of  Ol^ma  held  themselves  bonnl 
b J  it,  and  the  ohiims  of  all  other  Stat«s  once 
bad  been  ont  down  on  the  same  iiriD<N|)la 
Now,  a  new  gronnd  was  taken,  ana  intertd 
was  to  be  allowed  on  all  advances.  Mr.  UM. 
said  he  was  prepared  for  thia,  provided  tiie 
principle  shoold  be  ^>plied  eqtially  te  all  other 
States  claiming.  On  that  grotmd,  ha  wm  in 
&vor  of  the  amendnenL 

Mr.  HDNnHOTos  advocated  tbe  bUl,  inusttd 
on  the  eqnity  of  the  gea«ni  pnasafA»,  and  pro- 
tested aninat  anj  reference  to  the  inanner  ii 
which  t£e  State  might  have  r^sed  tbf  mcDtj. 
Whatever  labor  the  interest  aooonnt  might  oc- 
casion at  the  department,  let  it  be  met,  e<ren 
sbonld  it  require  tbe  whole  force  of  the  oSiM 
He  had  no  fears  of  estsbliahing  such  a  ftt» 
dent  If  the  precedent  was  jurt,  let  it  be  <a^ 
ried  out,  be  the  efiiect  what  it  might 

Mr,  BcBois  was  opposed  to  the  imeDdmeiit. 
It  proposed  to  establish  a  law  difierect  bon 
that  which  had  existed  at  tbe  time  the  ctuho- 
ti(»i  in  qnestion  had  taken  place.  It  **>  ** 
attempt,  by  000  of  two  parties  to  a  tavtn^  to 
make  a  rale  against  tbe  other.    Tb»j  nipit  a) 
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weD  Dttempt  to  insert  a  new  condition  in  a 
bond,  or  ft  neird&tein  snot«of  band.  Ko  nile 
could  be  biading,  but  bj  the  consent  of  both 
parties.  If  the  TTnited  SUtea  acknowled^ 
fioath  Oarotina  as  their  agen^  the;  mnst  admit 
ber  claim,  and  allow  interest  fWim  the  moment 
that  the  money  passed  ont  of  her  hand.  The 
report  of  General  Hamilton  had  settled  the  prin- 
ciple, and  established  it  forever.  It  had,  in 
foct,  been  recognized  under  the  old  confedera- 
tion; nor  conld  the  Government  witti  jastice 
escape  from  it.  They  were  as  mach  bonnd  as 
if  the  money  had  been  advanced  by  France  or 
Spain.  Aa  to  the  difficnltj'  about  calaalating 
the  interest,  it  was  imaginary ;  and  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  expected  to  devise  any  mie 
whatever,  ont  of  whicn  the  Third  Auditor  could 
not  raiM  a  difficulty,  and  contrive  some  plea 
for  resisting  the  eium  of  Sooth  Carolina,  he  la- 
bored in  vain.  If  a  friend  had  advanced  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  relieve  him  in  the  bour  of 


thoold  blnsh  to  ask  that  friend  whether  he  had 
had  tlie  money  by  him  when  he  lent  it,  or  io 
what  way  he  had  procured  it.  The  appeal  wae 
to  the  Justice  of  the  Government,  If  they 
wanted  to  escape  it,  the  appeal  was  crooked 
and  difficult;  but  if  tbey  meant  to  do  justly, 
tiie  path  was  plain  and  open. 

Mr.  Whittlbsit  agun  stated  the  difficnlliee 
that  would  occnr  in  making  ont,  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  department;  such  an  interest 
account  as  the  hill  in  its  present  form  woold  re- 
QQire.  He  delivered  a  eulogy  on  the  Third 
Auditor,  and  said  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  had  hadaoy  claim  r^ected  by  that 
officer,  he  would  venture  to  say  it  was  one 
which  woold  not  have  passed  by  any  court  of 
Jvstioa, 

Mr.  Adaub  replied  to  the  objeotion  whioh 
had  been  nrged  by  Mr.  BcBQia  against  the 
unendment.     It  waa  because  that  amendment 

Eopoeed  a  law  by  which  the  payment  of  the 
terest  was  to  he  regulated,  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  it,  Wonid  the  gentleman  be  good 
enongh  to  inform  the  Hoase  how  the  allowance 
of  Sontb  Carolina  was  to  he  made  without  the 
law  t  It  was  for  the  ver^  reason  that  there 
was  no  law  to  allow  her  claim,  that  she  applied 
to  that  Eoose.  The  bill  only  did  partially  what 
the  amendment  proposed  to  do  more  generally. 
If  the  allowance  was  to  be  made,  Ur.  A.  wished 
it  to  be  made  according  to  law,  Woold  the 
gentleman  ask  the  Third  Auditor  to  moke  any 

eymeot  that  was  not  warranted  by  lawf 
!  could  t«ll  the  gentleman  that  tf  he  went 
to  that  officer  without  a  law  in  his  hand,  he 
would  get  nothing.  Withont  a  new  law.  South 
Gar(dina  could  get  no  interest.  He  had  no  ob- 
jections to  her  receiving  interest ;  but  the  same 
law  which  allowed  it  to  her  ought  to  allow  it 
to  others.  This  was  what  he  had  asked  fW>m 
the  beginning,  and  what  he  asked  now,  that 
the  allowance  should  be  made  fbr  her  by  law, 
ind  not  by  a  grant  &om  the  Treasnry. 


After  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr. 
Dkattoh,  the  question  was  ^en  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
— yeas  180^  nays  47. 

Portrait  nf  Wtuhington. 
The  following  resolution  was  taken  up  for 

consideration ; 

RtMoivtd,  Tbat  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  direct- 
ed to  employ  John  Vanderljn,  of  Kaw  York,  to 
point  a  full-lenEth  portrait  of  Washington,  to  be 
placed  in  the  Bolt  of  Repress ntatlvea  opposite  to  the 
portrait  Of  Lafayette,  the  he&d  to  be  a  copy  of 
Stuart's  Washington,  &nd  the  accessories  to  be  left 
to  the  Judgment  of  (he  artist ;  and  that  the  snm  of 
one  thouiaud  dollars  be  appropriated  from  the  con- 
tingent fhnd  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  oarry- 
log  this  reioluUoD  Into  effect. 

Mr.  Watmouoh,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
that  the  resolution  be  ameoded  bv  strikiog  out 
the  name  of  the  artist ;  he  wished  that  the  beat 
talents  of  the  country  shonid  be  employed ; 
but  he  obJect«d  to  any  thing  like  a  local  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  DoDTiKnNjK  suggested  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  the  words  ''  some  suitable  artist." 

Mr.  WATvoroB  accepted  the  raodiflcation. 

Mr.  WmTTtKSBT  rose,  and  appealed  to  the 
Eoose  whether  something  was  not  owing  to 
the  living  as  well  as  to  the  dead.  And  at 
this  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  considera- 
tion of  private  cMms,  he  demanded  the  previons 
question. 

The  call  was  snstiuned,  yeas  96.  The  pre- 
vions  qneatjon  was  put,  and  the  resolution 
agreed  to. 

Slatve  <(f  WatkamUrn, 
The  Eonse  proceeded  to  the  oonsideration  of 


Retolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Ptatei 
be  autborizied  to  employ  Horatio  Greenough,  of  Mis- 
sachnsetls,  to  execute,  in  marble,  a  fiill-length  pe- 
destrian statue  of  Wuhiagton,  to  be  placed  Io  tlw 
centre  of  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol ;  the  head  to 
be  a  copy  of  Houdon's  Washington,  [in  the  ca[dtol 
at  Richmond,!  and  the  acceaiones  to  be  left  to  tlie 
Judgment  of  the  anist. 

The  ijDestion  was  pnt,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows — yeaa 
114,  nays  60. 

Claim  ^  Mn.  Commodara  Deeatur, 
The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Spsiokt  io  the  chair,  on  the  follow- 
ing bill  for  the  relief  of  Susim  Decatur ; 

St  it  etiacled,  Ac,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, as  a  full  compensatioD  and  remuneration  to 
Susan  Decatur,  widow  and  representadve  of  the  late 
Captain  Stephen  Decatur,  the  comntander,  and  to 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  sohoon- 
er  Intreiddi,  for  the  capture  and  deatniodon  of  the 
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TripoIiUn  frtg&te,  Ute  tbe   Cnltcd  Sutei  frigate 
PhiUdelphla,  out  of  uij  monef  in  ;he  Trauur; 
otherwiw  appropriated. 

^t<i.i.Andhtit  further  maeUd,Th\ttht,tuii 
of  one  hundred  thousand  doUnra  be  divided  among, 
and  pidd  (under  the  direction  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
tbe  Nary)  to,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  aquad- 
ron,  and  to  the  aurvinng  officers  and  crew  of  the 
•aid  tchooner  Intrepid,  and  tbe  repreeenta^vei  of 
■ocb  ai  are  dead,  in  the  manner  following,  that  ia  to 
Bay:  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Preble, 
the  conniander  of  the  aqnadron,  five  ihooMnd  dol- 
larv  \  to  Susan  Decnlnr,  the  widow  and  legal  repre- 
■entatire  of  the  late  Stephen  Decatnr,  being  the  of- 
ficer Included  in  the  llret  class,  thlrty-ooe  thousand 
foarhundredandtwelTedollan&nd  forty-two  cents; 
to  tbe  officers  included  in  the  second  class,  or  tbeir 
legal  representatires,  Tic  James  Lawrence,  Joseph 
Bainbridge,  and  Jonathan  Thorn,  their  equal  pro- 
portions of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  siity- 
tiDur  dollars  and  ninely-ui  cents;  to  tbe  officers  in- 
cluded in  the  third  class,  Tii.  Lewis  Heermaa,  Ralph 
Iiard,  WiQiam  Wiley,  William  Hook,  and  Edward 
Kellar,  or  their  legal  representatives,  their  equal 
proportiona  of  fourteen  thousand  nine  htmdred  and 
fifty-eight  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents ;  to  tbe 
pereona  included  In  the  fourth  class,  vii.  Thomas 
McDonoogb,  Charles  Morris,  John  Davis,  John 
^we,   Aleiander  Lawes,    Thomas  0.  Anderwn, 


James  Hetcalf,  Nicholas  Brown,  and  Joseph  Boyd, 
or  their  legal  representatives,  their  equal  propoi^ 
tioos  of  twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifteen 


dollars  and  ninety-three  cents;  to  the  persons  in- 
claded  in  th«  fiflb  clsas,  vli.  Oeorge  Crawford, 
George  Brown,  John  Newman,  Paul  Frader,  Solo- 
mon Wren,  Duncan  Mansfield,  S.  Catelino,  Gamnel 
Endicote,  James  Wilson,  John  Ford,  and  Kchard 
Dojie,  or  their  legal  representatives,  their  equal 
proportions  of  eleven  Ibousaod  and  seventj-four 
dolUra  and  eighty-nine  cents ;  and  to  the  persons 
included  in  tbe  siitb  clan,  conusting  of  forty-two 
seamen  and  marines,  or  their  legal  representatives, 
tbeir  equal  proportions  of  twelve  thousand  seven 
huadrad  and  seventy-three  dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents  :  Fnmdtd,  Tbnt  the  accounting  otScere  bball, 
in  no  instance,  pay  over  the  distributive  share  due 
to  the  proper  persons  herein  provided  for,  (o  any 
other  person  or  persons  whomsoever  tbsn  to  bin), 
ber,  or  them,  for  whom  it  is  appropriated,  or  to  hia, 
her,  or  tbrir  legal  representative  or  representatives, 
first  fully  ascertwned  (o  be  such  by  the  said  ar- 
eouDting  officers,  Nor  ahall  any  contract,  bargain, 
or  sale,  of  anj  sucb  distributive  share  to  any  person 
or  persons,  be,  in  any  wise,  obligatory  on  Uie  ven- 
der, bat  shall  tie  held,  and  deemed  to  be,  null  and 
Tdd,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Wt.  Ojlbbok  said,  in  commenditig  this  bill  to 
th«  favorable  ooDsideration  of  the  Eoqbo,  he 
ironld  briefly  state  tliat,  from  motives  of  pnblio 
policy,  the  Congrees  of  the  United  Stales,  m  the 
year  1800,  were  induced  to  pass  laws  for  the 
better  government  of  the  navy,  and,  In  the  filth 
(ectioa  of  the  act  of  that  year,  proTisioit  was 
made  "  that  the  proceeds  of  oil  anipa  and  ves- 
sels, and  the  goods  taken  on  board  of  them, 
irhioh  shall  be  a^ndged  good  prizes,  shalL 
when  of  equal  or  saperior  force  to  the  vessel 
making  the  capture,  be  the  sole  property  of  the 
captors  \  and  when  of  inferior  force,  umll  be 


[FEBBcasT,  188L 

divided  equally  between  the  officers  and  tnea 
making  tbe  capture  and  the  United  States." 

The  ohvions  effect  of  this  act  was,  undonbt- 
edly,  to  foster  the  spirit  of  onr  navy,  then  in 
its  infancy,  and  to  stimnlate  onr  seamen  to 
deeds  of  gallantry  and  of  daring,  whilst  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  by  holding  out  to  them 
rewards  for  their  viJor.  This,  then,  being 
taken  as  a  reason  for  the  paanng  of  tfae  act 
alluded  to,  be  asked  the  Hooee  whether  any 
engagement,  or  any  achievetneDt  in  their  nsTal 
aimals,  conld  be  compared  to  tlie  bnmiw  of 
the  frigate  PhUadelphia  in  Tripoli,  or  which 
could  come  more  properly  within  the  provisioni 
of  the  spirit  of  the  act  entitling  onr  seamen  to 
rewards.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  one 
case  fur  which  compensation  fbr  services  conld 
be  more  fairly  bestowed,  tbao  the  present  csas 
now  before  them. 

It  was  useless  for  him  to  dilate  on  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  the  recapture  and  bomiog 
of  this  frigate;  for  althongh  often  attempted, 
no  one  as  yet  had  been  t'onna  able  to  do  justice  to 
the  valor  of  those  who,  led  on  by  Cumraodors 
Decatur,  achieved  that  glorions  deed.  To  use 
the  tangnage  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  by  Commodore  Preble,  in  his  official 
despatches  at  the  time,  their  conduct  in  .tfae 
dangeruu»servioe  asragned  them  was  not,  could 
not,  be  sufGciently  estimated ;  "  it  was  beyond 
all  praise."  In  this  era  of  Keneroos  reward  tat 
patriotic  services,  he  hoped  for  tbe  favorable 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  claim.  They  were 
about  to  celebrate  the  centennial  anniversary 
of  Washington,  and  had  that  morning,  in  votizig 
a  statue  to  that  great  man,  (a  vote  io  wbkh  he 
was  happy  to  concur,)  done  an  act  which  woald 
redonnd  to  tbe  honor  of  the  Honse  and  of  tfae 
country ;  and  there  was  no  time,  he  tfam^it, 
more  suitable,  nor  any  act  which  would  reflect 
greater  credit  on  them  than  was  now  io  tfaejr 
power.  He  asked  for  their  serious  attentivn 
whilst  proceeding  to  state  the  stron|[  claims 
which  Itrs.  Decatur  bad,  being  the  widow  of 
him  whose  name  was  so  associated  with  this 
uoble enterprise;  for^oriousaswastheacbieve- 
ment,  the  greater  glory  of  having  first  plaoned 
it  was  her  husband's.  Her  claims  on  tfab 
account  were  stronger  from  the  circmnstaDoes 
upon  which  tbe  attack  on  the  Philadelphia,  in 
the  enemy's  harbor,  was  so  signally  sooceasful, 
and  which  would  be  so  well  deeeribed,  in  tfae 
following  letter,  which  he  wonld  read  to  tbem. 

rUere  Hr.  0.  read  the  official  despatch,  giving 
a  detailed  account  nf  the  enten<rise.] 

'niere  was  nothing,  Hr.  Cf.  contended,  in 
chivalry  to  be  compared  to  this;  there  was 
nothing  in  the  annals  of  our  navy,  nor  tn 
the  naval  annals  of  the  world,  to  be  cotopaisd 
to  this  engagement.  Be  was  nnwilling  to  hsra 
their  feelings  carried  away  by  the  chivalry 
displayed,  and  rather  wished  they  should  rttnro 
to  the  great  benefits  results  to  this  Goveni- 
ment  bom  the  capture  of  that  venel,  sod,  in 
doing  BO,  estimate  what  was  due  to  the  ealluit 
leader  of  this  gallant  band.    To  eoatiH  tns 
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H6nM  to  reward  tbe»e  peraons,  they  would 
reoollect  that,  Blthongh  there  were  acta  passed 
wfaieh  gave  remnneration  to  the  captors  of 
Teneli  actiuUy  made  prixee,  and  condemned  at 
ntdt,  there  was  not  any  provigion,  bf  the  exist- 
ing  prise  laws,  in  eases  where  vessels  were 
totallj  deatrojed.  Congreaa,  not  to  let  any  act 
of  heroism  pass  unrewarded,  had  established, 
during  the  late  war,  precedents  apon  which 
this  cUim  was  founded.  InHaf,  1818,anBctwBs 
passed  empowering  the  President  to  distribute 
fifty  thonsand  doUws  to  Commodore  Unll  and 
othete,  for  the  c^tore  of  tbe  Oaerriere.  For  a 
Bmilar  pnrpoae,  the  som  of  twentj-five  thoa- 
aand  dollars  for  the  capture  of  the  Hornet. 
And.  In  bat,  rewards  were  beatowed  for  np- 
waroB  of  twentj  other  veeseU,  which,  having 
been  captored  from  Qta  enemy,  were  recaptared, 
or  destroyed  at  sea  or  on  the  lakes,  donng  the 
late  war. 

The  committee  reported,  by  the  bill  before 
thsm,  one  hundred  thooBand  dollars,  to  be  dis- 
tribnted  amongst  tbe  captors  of  the  frigate,  esti- 
mating the  vtUDS  of  ber  at  only  that  amoont, 
although  she  was  well  known  to  be  worth  two 
hnodred  thonsand  dollars.  The  Uonae,  follow- 
ing the  precedents  already  detailed  by  bim, 
wUh  respect  to  other  vessels,  would  not  hesi- 
tila  in  giving  the  nun  reported  by  the  oommit- 
tee.  The  oommittee  had  followed  the  sngges- 
tions  recommended  by  Commodore  Bodgera,  in 
q)portioninK  the  distribution ;  and  the  mode 
adapted  in  ue  bill  waa,  nnder  the  circomstan- 
CM,  tbe  very  best  which  conld  be  made.  Hav- 
ing brought  the  sabjeot  before  the  Hnose,  he 
wished,  before  he  concluded,  agun  to  call  their 
attention  to  tbe  signal  t>enefils  derived  from 
this  achievement,  and  whioh  were  more  for  the 
idvintage  of  tbe  United  States  than  for  those 
o^aged  in  it.  Of  ita  beneficial  effects  at  the 
tiine  to  this  Government,  an  instance  might  be 
bond  in  the  iact,  than  when  Commodore  Deca- 
tar  retnrned  snoceasfol  from  Algiers,  and  Kp- 
peared  before  Tnnie,  be  there  made  a  prompt 
demand  from  the  Bey  of  satisfaction  for  inja- 
riee  done  to  onr  citizens;  and  to  show  the 
dread  inspired  by  this  achievement  at  Tripoli, 
he  wonld  read  to  them  Commodore  Decatnr's 
on  letter. 

I^ere  ICr.  C.  read  the  letter  referred  to.] 

The  Bey  pud  into  the  hands  of  onr  consul, 
who  had  been  appointed  prise  agent  there, 
forty-six  tbonsand  dollars,  the  amount  specified 
in  s  protesL  for  two  vessels  which  the  Bey  bsd 
permitted  the  British  to  take  oat  of  the  harbor, 
and  which  had  been  captured  by  the  American 
privateer  Abmlino.  Commodore  Deoatnr  snb- 
■eqaantlj  obtained  a  further  sam  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  tTom  tbe  Facha  of  Tripoli, 
■naking,  altogether,  seventy-one  thousand  dol- 
lan,  which  accmed  to  this  country,  be  was 
warranted  in  saying,  solely  from  the  dread  in- 
■inred  by  the  gallantry  of  bis  conduct. 

He  now  asked  the  House  to  remnnerate  Mrs, 
I)«catnr,  as  representative  of  this  gallant  man, 
C>r  the  recapture  of  the  frigate  Fhiladelpbia ; ! 


[H.  o 


and  having  stated  tlie  ground  npon  which  the 
clum  was  made,  as  the  House  £d  not  wish  a 
long  discussion  on  the  sabjeot,  he  wonld  not 
trespssB  further  on  their  time,  but  would  re- 
serve the  right  of  rephring  to  any  olfjections 
that  might  be  made,  if  the  objections  were  of 
sufficient  forc«  to  require  it;  and  would  con- 
clude by  trusting  that  this  era  of  generous  feel- 
ing would  be  propitious  to  this  claim,  and  that 
the  bill  would  pass  without  any  amendment. 

Mr.  Tbaot  was  totally  opposed  to  the  bill, 
considering  it  both  unjustinaDle  in  principle  as 
well  as  in  the  mode  in  which  the  distribution 
was  to  bo  made  nnder  it.  As  Commodore  De- 
catur had  not,  during  twenty  years  previous  to 
his  decease,  made  any  claim  of  this  kind,  he 
(Mr.  T.)  considered  that  it  was  a  wuver  of  the 
claim.  Ue  had  received  dnring  his  lifetime 
suitable  rewards  from  Congress  for  the  services 
be  had  performed,  with  which  he  was  satisfied. 
And  however  highly  he  thought  of  his  merit^ 
and  qrmpathizea  with  his  lady,  whom  it  was 
the  object  of  the  bill  to  benefit  so  largely,  he 
wonld  not  permit  his  feelings  of  sensibility  in 
ber  favor  to  carry  away  his  dnty  as  a  member 
of  tbe  Legislature.  Tbe  bill  called  on  the 
House  to  vote  a  very  large  sum,  for  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  grant  made  by  Con- 
gress to  Commodore  PerT7,  and  for  the  captnre 
of  some  puratical  vessels  at  Barrataria,  there 
was  no  precedent  on  the  journals.  By  the 
prize  act  it  appeared  that  ul  that  Commodore 
Decatur  woula  have  been  entitled  to  receive,  if 
alive,  out  of  this  claim,  would  be  only  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  amount  shonld  therefore,  in 
his  opinion,  be  considered  enough  for  his 
widow.  But  if  the  bill  must  pass,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  move  tbe  following  amendment,  viz., 
that  the  sum  voted  should  be  distributed  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  prize  act. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Tuoi'a 
amendment,  and  negatived — yeas  G4,  nays  78. 

Mr.  FaaBCB  advocated  tbe  claims  of  the  two 
nieces,  daughters  of  Commodore  Decatur's  sis- 
ter, whose  circumstances  were  such  as  to  give 
them  strong  claims  to  some  portion  of  the  re- 
ward atwat  to  be  tiestowed.  As  tbe  sum  to  bo 
granted  by  the  bill  assumed  the  shape  of  a  gra- 
tuity, and  was  nut  in  the  nature  of  a  vested 
interest,  tbe  House  could  apportion  the  amount 
in  their  discretion.  This  portion  of  the  family 
of  Commodore  Decatur  lived  with  him,  and 
were  dependent  on  him  for  snpport  during  his 
lifetime.  He  thought,  if  there  were  10,000 
dollars  set  off  for  them,  that  is,  if  G,000  dollars 
were  given  to  each  of  these  two  ladies,  and  de- 
dnoted  from  what  was  intended  for  the  widow, 
she  wonld  still  have  sufficient,  not  having  any 
family ;  and  the  Hoase  would  be  acting  witii 
generosity  to  both.  For  this  purpose,  he 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  sum  of 
ai,O00  doltam,  now  inserted  in  the  bill  for  Mrs. 
Decatur,  should  be  stricken  out,  and  21,000 
dollars  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Kbrb,  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  seen  this 
daim,  on  former    occasions,  resisted,  as   he 
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thought,  nmDstljr,  and  it  hkd  failed,  in  put, 
from  An  onaae  pmniinonT'  on  the  pert  of  some 
Terj  worthj  and  hoDorable  membera,  and  from 
nnreasoQable  pr^ud'ioes  excited  agalW  It.  It 
had  even  been  wid,  at  one  time,  that  Decatur 
bad  DO  pecnliar  merit  iu  aetting  forth  tbia  en- 
terprise, becaose  be  aoted  nnder  the  orden  of 
Commodore  Freble,  and  it  waa  whispered  that 
the  prisoners  in  Tripoli  bad  first  anggeated  the 
plan.  Sir,  Boid  Mr.  E.,  unongHt  the  abnndsot 
proofs  which  maj  be  presented  on  this  point,  I 
win  read  to  the  committee  certain  letters  from 
one  who  was  perfectl;  conversant  in  the  whole 
transao^on,  and  who,  from  tbe  relation  Of  rank 
which  be  bore  to  Decator,  conld  never  have 
anffered  tbe  minnteal  circnmatanoe  to  have 
passed  from  his  memory.  Commodore  Stewart 
was  in  tbe  sqnadron  at  the  moment  of  t^e  on- 
fortnnate  loss  of  the  Philadelphia ;  and  he  sAer- 
varda  commanded  tbe  Sjreo  on  this  expedition. 
He  was  the  senior  officer  of  Deoatnr,  and  had 
also  voloQteered  his  aerrioes ;  bat  the  prefer- 
ence was  0ven  to  Deoatnr,  for  the  sole  reason 
on  which  I  uow  contend  for  hia  anperior  merit 
In  it. 

[Mr.  £.  here  read  tbe  two  following  letters 
&om  Oommodore  Stewart,  addroaaed  to  Mn. 
Deoatnr.] 

Ltttnfnm  Oammodan  StoMtf  rtlathi  to  Vmf- 
c^tun  0/  dl*  FhilaMpliU. 
BoaMHTOwn,  (N.  J.)  Deeembtr  19,  ISSd. 

My  dear  Mn.  Dteatar :  The  re-asalmbUng  of 
the  DononMe  Congren  of  tbe  United  Statea  ren- 
ders It  DeceSBWj  to  del&j  do  longer  uuweriDg  joar 
esteemed  faTor  of  June  last,  ie  which  70U  request 
me  to  sUte  sech  inibrmBlioD,  relBtlve  to  the  burn- 
ing of  the  FUkdetphl^  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli, 


uid  honorablj  performed  b;  foar  tale  httslMnd. 

I  regret  that  mj  limited  aUlitiet  dlaqaallfr  me 
tttfm  pottraring,  In  those  slowing  oolora  of  wUoh 
that  set  Ii  Mseeptlble,  tbs  gukntrr  and  peMererance 
with  which  it  wu  perfonned  by  m;  lata  Inend. 

Tou  state  that  jour  late  husband  hsd  given  too 
to  nndeiMaud  that  tbe  pnject  of  bunting  that  nig- 
ate  at  her  moorings,  and  tbentbj  remove  a  serious 
impediment  to  tbe  fntsre  ogerationi  of  tbe  sqnad- 
ron  against  Tripoli,  originated  wldi  him.  Tbis  on- 
derstandhig  was  perfectly  correct;  it  did  originate 
wltii  jonr  late  boiband,  and  he  first  Tolnnteered 
UmaeU'  to  carry  it  into  elTeet,  and  asked  tbe  pai^ 
missI«Q  of  Commodore  Preble,  aS  Tripoli,  <on  flr 
AacoveriDf;  the  IVigale  was  loat  to  Um  aqaadnm,}  1 
effiwt  It  with  the  sAooner  Enterprise,  then  under 
his  coomund.  Tbe  Comnunder-u-Cliief  thought 
It  too  hiurdons  to  bt  eSeoted  !□  that  way,  but 
promiaed  your  late  husband  that  the  ot^ecl  diould 
be  carried  into  effect  on  a  proper  occasioo,  and 
that  he  should  be  tbe  executive  officer  when  it  was 
done.  It  was  accordingly  effected  In  the  ketch  In- 
trepid, by  your  husband  and  seventy  volnnleera  from 
the  schooner  he  commanded,  at  great  baurd, 
only  of  life  or  liberty,  but  that  of  repuUtlon, 
tn  the  season  most  perilous  in  approaching  tbst 
coast  Tberecoilectionofthediffleuitleaanddangen 
he  bad  to  euconnter  In  tliat  eipe^tion,  of  which  1 
was  an  eyewitness,  eicitcs  more  and  more  my  ad- 


miration Of  his  gaUaatr;  and  entatrrist;  aad,  si- 
thoogh  the  result  shed  a  luatre,  throi^lient  Baropc, 
over  tbe  American  ehaiaoter,  and  ezcdied  sa  as- 
paralleled  emulation  Id  the  aqaadroo,  in  oureeuirr 
alone  Is  where  it  haa  never  hewi  duly  nstiiiisreil,  or 
properiy  nnderatood. 

Courage,  and  gteat  foroe  alone,  could  not  !■*« 

effected  It.    It  waa  uujesaaij  not  only  to  p«  the 

Hestpoaiblefb       

,  indea  npao  a  v.  ,  ... _.     . 

genlns  and  mental  reaoarcee  of  tbe  «: 
conld  alone  e«mpSBMte  tor  the  want  of  Ibrce  ud 
nuBBbeia.  To  tbeae  demands  yoor  late  htabiaa 
waa  found  foUj  ade(|nate,  and  henee  the  bifltisnt 
result.  The  frigate  was  c«Bipletely  desueied,  ii 
tbe  midst  ot  the  enany,  and  his  retreat  sSsmd 
without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

Accept,  my  dear  madam,  the  aasncaiiM  of  bj 
highest  respect  snd  esteem. 

CHABUSS  ETTEVABT. 

Ura.  Bosaw  Daoinrn. 

FMiUMuma,  Jmaaij  S,  IM). 
XgAar  Jfn.  Ifiatur:  I  reeoved  your  litter  «f 
tbe  80th  alt.  to-day,  in  which  yon  leqtet  isfarBs- 
tion  of  tlw  time  your  faastaand  ptepoeed  to  dtstwy 
the  IHgate  nuladetphk,  In  Um  baibor  cT  TripsE 
Without  referring  to  my  bo<^  and  paper*,  na*  it 
Bordeotown,  I  OMid  not  gjve  ymi  tbe  cisot  dsus 
whidi  you  wish  ;  but  tiik  is  of  no  momeat,  u  llai 
facta  relative  to  that  tranaactioa  will  be  aefkitBL 

I  tbey 

frigate  Philadelphia  and  tlw  schooner  V: 
.  ounteract  tbe  hostile  designs  of  tbe  Emperor  m 
Uorocca  At  soon  as  the  Cmnmodore  hsd  aceoD- 
^Islied  his  objects  in  that  quarter,  he  proceeded  <M 
Tripoli,  in  the  Gomtitntion,  accompanied  by  the 
schooner  Entetpriao,  eommanded  by  year  ho^Ksd. 
On  aniviiw  off  Tripoli,  when  tbe  Cenmedsn  a- 
peeled  to  find  the  f  rinie  Fhihde^iUa  and  sAoontr 
Viien  blockading  that  port,  he  diaoomcd  tU 
frigate  at  moorings  in  the  harbor.  ItwaaattfaiallM 
your  late  husband  ptopoaed  to  deatroy  tlw  Av'* 
with  the  Bntetpriae  ander  Ua  ooBunand;  and  at 
this  time,  aa  I  stated  in  my  Garmer  letter  to  yea, 
Commodore  Pieble  sssnred  yonr  hnsbaad  thst  dn 
frigate  should  be  deKroyed,  and  lie  diooM  be  tbt 
executive  officer  when  done,  fbr  bis  baring  so  hand- 
somely volunteered  bla  efforts  to  e&ct  U  widi  tba 
schooner  Enterprise. 

I  give  you  ^eee  facts  aa  I  received  thaei  fren 
Comntodore  Preble  and  your  boaband  at  dtt  tiae, 


Some  time  after  Uda,  I  arrived  at  Bjratt  jalhs 
Syren  brig,  from  Al^em,  and  ofercd  myasrvitia 
fbr  the  eipeiUUon,  wUeh  were  aooqiWd  bj  Oat- 
nodore  Preble. 

Some  time  after  this,  wban  the  eipedltioa  wus 
sutyect  of  conversation  in  tbe  cabin  of  tbe  ConW- 
tution,  (wliich  was  frequently  the  case,  from  the  ei- 
tremc  urgency  on  our  part  to  have  il  effected  im- 
mediiktely,  and  unwillingnen  on  tbe  part  of  tlw 
Commodore  to  bare  It  eiecnted  at  so  periloim 
of  the  year,  and  his  retnetano*  lopstv? 


then 


to  hanrd  in  a  force  originiEy  so  nid,  M 
moeb  rednoed  by  tbe  Kmb  of  lbs  Mxate  snd 
raw.)  a  letter  was  recdved  from  Caaiala  Baia- 
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«M  pvtij  writtoo  hi  lamon  J^M,  and  wUeh  lb« 
Omiaodors  nad  U>  nt,  lAer  Twidsriiig  It  legible 
befare  tha  Ore.  Id  thia  Isttn-  tbe  pMeti«abiUlT  of 
dMro^ng  tba  fngite  vu  itroDglj  urged  bj  Cap- 
ita Biinbridga,  and  the  mode  be  poinled  out  wu 
bf  t,  •arpriie.  ^u*  detpUcb  full;'  cooflrmiDg  all  our 
ideu  uid  pfeTlotH  eoarenalions  on  ^lat  Buhjeot, 
decided  tba  Conmodore  at  once  to  earrv  it  IdCo 
ebct;  which  vaa  done  loon  after,  in  the  maaaer 
Nt  forth  in  hii  reports  on  thai  aubjeot  to  the  Sec- 
telarjof  tbeNav}. 

I  madn,  with  the  bigheat  reapect  and  eiteeai, 
;«V  neat  obedient  Mrrant, 

CUABLES  STEWABT. 

^nth  proob  like  these,  uid  Ur.  E.,  I  contend 
that  Decatur  waa  doubly  entitled  to  reword,  aa 
Uie  prqjactor  of  thia  great  enterpriee,  and  as  tlie 
leider  m  the  daring  ezeontion  of  it,  wbioh  abed 
the  first  halo  of  renown  npon  the  flog  of  onr 
infuit  nSTj.  Bnt  bow  diserent  was  this  ex- 
t^mt  from  a  battle  fboght  between  equal,  or 
eno  ueqiial  foroet,  apon  Uie  open  sea  1  Id 
the  one  oaae,  there  is  the  aaiinUion  and  en- 
oovngenMOt  whioh  pasaes  &om  man  to  man, 
at  the  aennd  of  tiie  battle ;  there  u  the  aenae 
ofrommcmdaiiger,  andofmntnal  support;  and 
there  tie  aH  the  ohanoee  in  the  fortune  of  war: 
hot,  oD  the  forlorn  hope,  there  is  nothing  bat 
cool,  deliberate  oonrage  and  self-oommand  to 
inppoK  the  adrentnrer.  In  tbe  case  before  as, 
there  was  a  display  of  consummate  jadgment, 
coolness,  and  courage,  nnsarpossed  in  the  an- 
nals of  history.  A  little  band  of  heroic  spirits 
predpitated  UiemselTee  Into  the  harbor  of  a 
Mrbuiao  foe— in  the  very  months  of  his 


vfoa  the  Tery  Mreshold  of  his  castle . 
there  destroyed  his  main  naval  force  In  the  fooe 
of  thonsan^  of  armed  men  I  How  snperior 
WM  Boeh  a  oonqaest  to  a  prize  I  And,  with  all 
tbe  known  effects  and  advantages  which  flowed 
fttna  the  achievement  of  this  enterprise,  after 
yon  have  nniformlj  rewarded  every  eitraordi- 
nsry  incident  of  cwtore— even  of  the  tenders 
and  abips'  boats  of  the  enemy  in  the  late  war — 
such  as  occnrred  in  the  Chesapeake  and  upon 
the  Potomac,  end  other  rivera,  can  yon  refuse 
afiur  gratuity,  when  asked  for  by  the  widotr 
of  the  heroie  leader  of  suoh  a  band,  for  herself 
ind  his  anrriving  eomradee  I 

Then,  as  for  the  seootid  braooh  of  the  ques- 
tion, Mr.  K.  asked,  to  whom,  since  Decatar  is . 
no  more,  shall  the  reward  which  ooght  to  have  i 
been  bestowed,  nDsollcited,  upon  himself  be 
now  allotted  I  He  died  chUdleie,  and  his 
widow,  as  she  was  the  object  of  his  affection 
ind  confidence  in  life,  was  designated  in  his 
will  as  the  sole  otgect  of  his  bounty.  To  all 
that  belonged  to  him  here,  it  was  his  declared ' 
wi^  that  she  ahonid  succeed.  It  was  his  will 
that  this  shonld  be  so,  and  you  will  most  honor , 
hii  memory  by  fiilftUiiig  it  Hr.  K.  said  he  hod 
deprecated  a  public  discussiou  of  the  circum- 
■taaces  of  the  memorialist,  as  he  thonght  the 

ErateaSUrs  of  Commodore  Decatur,  and  of 
■urviving  widow,  were  mlyecte  only  proper ; 


to  be  introdnoed,  and  freely  spoken  of^  ttuxa 
neoesdty ;  bnt  as  they  had  been  bo  introdnoed, 
he,  too,  would  speak  plwnly.  Deoatnr,  when 
he  made  his  will— en  act  donbtless  exeout«d 
with  dne  reflection,  and  firmness  of  pnrpose — 
must  have  looked  to  the  situation  of  his  own 
affairs,  and,  with  the  chanceH  b^ore  him  of  a 
nigh  and  sudden  death,  could  not  have  failed 
to  consider  the  probable  condition  of  his  wife. 
Sir  aud  Mr.  K.,  I  have  no  doubt,  troia  the 
style  of  living  which  his  situation  and  standing 
bod  compelled  him  to  keep  up,  he  was  con- 
scions  that  his  widow  might  soon  need  every 
thing  it  was  in  his  power  to  bestow ;  and  it  is 
true,  sir,  I  believe,  that,  in  the  endeavor  to  dis- 
charge his  honorable  debts,  and  to  save  a  pit- 
tonee  to  herself,  her  hop^es  have  deceived  her ; 
and  although  I  speak  not  by  the  authority  of 
Mrs.  D.,  but  by  that  of  another,  perhaps  know- 
ing  as  well,  I  think  I  may  safely  aver  that  she 
is  not  worth  a  dollar.  I  think,  therefore,  sir, 
the  mone^  which  this  bill  prnpoaes  to  bestow 
on  the  widow  of  Decatur,  in  consideration  of 
his  pubiio  service,  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn 
from  her,  and  distributed  away  amongst  hia 
relatives,  nnder  mistaken  notions  of  that  kind 
of  justice  which,  like  a  species  of  charity  in  the 
world,  is  BO  diffusive  as  never  to  have  dried  the 
tears  of  one  widow,  or  relieved  one  orphan 
from  distress.  And  I  trust  that  the  appeals 
to  popularity  which  have  been  resorted  to,  will 
not  have  the  effect,  as  heretofore,  of  defeating 
the  generous  action  of  Congress,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  it  staiids. 

Mr.  VnrroN  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  Sttthkblaot)  rose,  but 

Mr.  ViNTOH  pressed  his  motion ;  upon  wbioh 
the  qnestion  was  taken,  and  carried. 


HoHDAT,  Febmaty  20. 
Inioltmt  Jkblort*  BiU. 

A  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  granting  r^ef  to 
certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  Cnited  States, 
come  up  for  consideration ;  and  the  question 
being  on  its  engrOBsment  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Ellsworth  briefly  explained  the  nature 
of  the  bill,  the  otyeot  of  which  was  only  to  tnl- 
fll  the  intentJons  of  the  House  in  passing  the 
act  of  last  year  upon  the  same  subject.  That  act 
had  been  so  worded  that  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  construed  it  to  apply  only 
to  a  partictilar  class  of  insolvents,  namely,  to 
those  who  were  technically  insolvent,  either 
having  taken  the  benefit  of  the  act  in  favor  of 
bankruptcy,  or  having  made  an  arrangement 
with  their  creditors  to  deliver  up  th^r  prop- 
erty, or  having  absconded ;  to  those,  in  a  word, 
who  had  performed  some  act  which,  according 
to  the  English  law,  would  oonstitute  them 
bankrupts.  The  Attorney  Creneral  had  founded 
this  oonstructdon  on  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Oourt.  The  true  conatmction  was  immensely 
important,  because  the  United  States  had  a  lien 
on  the  pr<^>erty  of  all  their  inBolvent  debtors : 
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and  If  all  penoni  unable  to  pay  their  debl« 
were  to  be  bronght  within  tliat  term,  ibef 
ought  to  know  it.      The  finrt  wction  of  the 

E'esent  act  was  intended  to  guard  against  this 
terpretation.  The  remaining  seotiuo  was  in- 
tended to  Bnppl;  another  defect  in  last  year'i 
act.  Bj  that  law,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
nry  va»  anthoriied  to  release  those  creditori 
only  who  should  oompromise  with  the  United 
&tat«a,  by  ptifiog  a  part  instead  of  the  whole 
of  ihetr  debt;  bnt  as  it  often  happened  that 
the  mo8t  meritoriona  class  of  debtors  was  fonnd 
among  those  who  have  not  taken  any  advantage 
of  any  law,  ood  yet  were  nnable  to  pay  any 
portien  of  their  debt,  the  present  bill  waa 
worded  as  to  include  and  relieve  their  ease. 

Mr.  WioKLiprc,  apprehending  (hat  the  pres- 
ent act  would  be  liable  to  some  of  the  same 
ol^ectioDS  with  that  of  last  year,  snggeated  the 
propriety  of  amending  it,  by  adding  the  w(  ' 
''  of  which  ability  the  Secretary  ^all  be 
thorized  to  jodge  from  all  the  evidence  before 

Ur.  Ellbwobtu  said  the  Seoretaiy  had  the 
power  at  present. 

Mr,  FoaTER  objected  to  the  bill,  aa  going 
mnoh  farther  than  the  act  of  last  year.  It  re- 
lieved not  only  those  who  offered  a  compromise 
with  the  United  States,  but  all  persons  who 
might  be  uaable  to  pay  their  debts.  This  had 
never  been  in  the  tbooghts  of  the  Uonse  when 
they  passed  the  bill  last  year,  and  it  wonld  lead 
to  consequences  of  the  most  dangerons  kind. 
The  Government  was  thos  about  to  surrender 
its  claim  to  thonsands,  and  perhaps  to  millions 
of  money  which  was  justly  due.  When  a  man 
had  private  debts,  as  well  as  his  debt  to  Qov- 
emment,  and  ahonld  find  himself  nnable  to  dia- 
charge  both,  all  lie  woold  have  to  do  would  be 
to  pay  his  private  debts,  and  then  tell  the  Sec- 
retary that  he  was  nnable  to  pay  the  United 
States,  in  which  case  he  wotud  he  released. 
The  only  gnard  agwnst  this  was  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary,  and  the  interposition  of  the 
board  of  commissioners,  Bnt  everybody  knew 
bow  easy  it  was  to  tell  a  smooth  tale,  and  sup- 
port it  by  plausible  evidence,  Mr.  F.  was  op- 
posed to  empowering  any  officer  of  the  Glovem 
tnent  to  release  the  OKditors  of  the  United 
States.  That  power  ought  to  remain  in  Con- 
gress alone. 

Hr.  Ellswobth  replied,  and  vindicated  the 
hill  aa  not  going  an  inch  beyond  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  former  act.  The  gentle- 
men seemed  willing  that  those  creditors  should 
be  released  who  had  rich  friends  or  relations 
to  advance  a  part  of  the  debt,  but  would  leave 
the  poor  man,  however  honest,  nnder  a  hope- 
less burden,  because  he  waa  without  such 
friends. 

Mr.  HoDuiTiB  inquired  whether  the  bill 
went  to  release  debtors  who.  had  responsible 
anreties. 

Mr.  Eluwobth  replied  in  the  negative. 

Ur.  MoDtipni  desired  that  this  should  ap- 
pear on  tiie  face  of  the  act,  aitd,  with  a  view  to 


that  end,  moved  that  tbe  further  consdenlioa 
bejpostpoDed  till  to-mwrow. 
The  moUoQ  prev^ed. 


TmiBSDAT,  Febnury  28. 
PateiU  to  Alitiu. 

A  bill  granting  letters  patent  to  oert^  alien 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  «ii- 
grossed,  and  read  a  tJiird  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TA.TLOB,  in  explanation  of  the  bill.  Mid 
the  patentee  ia  a  native  of  Massaohssetts,  vbs 
went  to  Europe  a  fsw  years  ago,  and  obliiacd 
in  EnglaDd,  France,  and  Fmsria,  paleat*  for 
se vend  inventions,  of  which  he  is  the  inTCBtor, 
He  there  met  with  certain  tndividntla  who 
hod  invented  a  great  improvement  in  Ik 
mannfactnre  of  ropes  out  of  flaa,  the  mcfit  d 
which  chiedy  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  iliruvl 
the  flax  were  Itud  In  the  rope  longitndiotUj; 
the  consequence  of  which  was  an  inercsKJn 
the  strength  of  the  rope,  amounting  by  sipen- 
meat  to  twenty-eight  per  cent.  This  new  mu- 
ufacture  was  conducted  secretly,  but  Ur.  iM 
was  admitted  to  share  in  the  concern  on  ooo^ 
tjon  that  he  shootd  obtain  a  patent  for  the  in- 
provement  in  the  United  States,  HehsdM- 
oordingly  hroosht  out  with  him  model)  lai 
machinery  requinte  to  set  up  the  nunnbciDN 
here,  should  the  patent  be  granted.  The  com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  the  improvmnit 
was  a  valuable  one,  and  might  with  sdvialigt 
be  introduced  into  the  navy  yards  of  the  United 
States,  and,  although  the  inventors  ntn  lor- 
eignera,  they  considered  it  expedient  tbit  tbi 
patent  sboold  iaiue.  They  had,  theiefcre,  re- 
ported a  bill. 

The  House  went  into  Omnmittee  of  do 
Wbotey  and  took  op  the  general  §fptofmeiM 
bill. 

MinUler  to  Oalamiia. 

On  reading  the  fbllowing  paragraph: 

"  For  the  nliries  of  the  Ministers  of  lU  Vii^ 
States  to  Great  Briteia,  France,  Spiin,  Busii,  ui 
Colombia, dollars," 

Mr.  MoDtvm  said  that  when  the  coaunittte 
bad  proposed  to  fill  this  blank  with  $0,750^  it 
bad  been  on  an  estimate  made  on  th«  wppiM- 
tion  that  the  salary  of  the  Minister  to  CohmbU 
was  to  continue  but  nine  montlu.  Tbe  6«cn- 
tory  of  State  bad  since  then  informed  tbe  cms- 
mittee  that  the  President,  for  good  and  soS- 
cient  reasons,  has  determined  to  rttain  oor 
Minister  at  that  court,  and  he  now,  thersfM*! 
proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  $16,00a  , 

Mr.  ^iLDE  said  he  was  unwilling  to  (fipoN 
the  appropriation,  but  he  could  not  ssfftr  it  to 
pass  without  a  remark.  The  gtallemaii  U  dx 
head  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueam  hsd 
informed  them  that  it  had  been  th«  svoirBi 
purpose  of  the  Government  to  distoDtiane  tlM 
^>pointmeut  of  a  Minister  at  the  coort  of  C^ 
lombio,  and  to  supply  his  [tooe  with  a  cbui* 
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d'aAircs.  He  oonndered  that  reMlation  u 
in  ooatonaitj  with  the  best  intereeta  of  the 
mmtrj.  He  recollected  that  &  Mrtain  Com- 
nuttee  on  Betrenobment,  onoe  of  mnoh  note  in 
that  House,  had  recommeaded,  among  other 
refomu,  the  diacoatinuanee  of  our  Hiniater  at 
that  court,  and  the  House  had  had  from  a  late 
Premdeat  of  the  Duited  States  the  avowal  of  a 
nmilar  seatinieat.  Id  a  discassion  which  had 
taken  plaoe  a  few  days  suice.  It  had  been 
Bfoired  that  the  GoTemnient  of  Colombia  was 
diMolved,  and  anleaa  aomething  very  Rpociii] 
rendered  it  □eowsar]'  to  oontinne  oor  Minister 
there,  Mr.  W.  was  not  prepared  to  vot«  the  ap- 
propriation. A  resolution  bod  been  offered  by 
a  gentleman  ^m  South  Carolina,  whom  he  did 
not  DOW  Bee  in  hia  place,  calling  for  information 
00  this  anligect,  bnt,  owing  to  the  obstractitma 
■ridag  from  the  moraing  debate,  the  reeoln^on 
had  not  been  acted  on.  Till  the  Hooae  had 
some  farther  light  on  this  subject,  be  thought 
the  ficvt  sum  proposed  hj  the  committee  ought 
to  remain. 

Hr.  AaoHKB,  ob^rmao  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  observed  that,  even  if  the  Gov- 
enunent  of  Colombia  bad  been  dissolved,  as  he 
WIS  inclined  to  believe  it  had,  we  most  still 
have  a  charg6  at  Bi^ota,  and  the  continuance 
at  oor  Minister,  who  was  already  there,  would 
cost  the  Government  no  more  than  the  send- 
ing oat  a  cha^.  The  diecnssion,  therefore, 
was  merely  a  nominal  one,  inasmncb  as  tbe 
Government  asked  for  no  additional  espendi- 

Mr.  Bill  thought  it  would  be  more  respect- 
ful to  the  QDvemment  that  the  sum  which  had 
been  asked  for  shoold  be  appropriated.  If  it 
should  afterwai^s  be  diiooverea  by  Congress 
that  they  had  implied  for  a  afieless  waste  of 
nioney,  and  Con^vsa  shoold  deem  it  their  duty 
to  control  tbe  Execntlve  Department  in  the 
oonduct  of  this  part  of  our  diplomacy,  the  sum 
might  be  reduced.  There  was.  beddes,  another 
idea  of  great  interest  to  the  American  people, 
and,  indeed,  to  every  people,  which  snowed 
the  propriety  of  the  appropriation.  If  the 
friends  of  the  progress  of  liberty  in  Booth 
America  thought  it  important  to  that  oanse 
that  the  dismembered  fragmeols  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Colombia  should  be  reonited,  then  this 
Goternment  onght  not  suddenly  to  withdraw 
its  Minister  from  Bogota. 

K  the  hope  of  rennion  was  to  be  fostered,  it 
might  prove  a  atn>ng  argoment  to  that  end, 
that  tbe  Oovemmenta  of  the  United  States  and 
of  Great  Britain  still  continned  their  Ministers 
there.  He  desired  to  give  the  friends  of  the 
late  Grovemment  all  tbe  benefit  of  aaoh  an  ar- 
gnment. 

Mr.  WiratUFm  Inquired  whether  the  bill 
Dude  any  provision  for  the  ontfit  of  a  charg6 
to  Colombia, 

Mr.  MoDonn  replied  in  the  affirmative,  bot 
that  was  a  n>e<»fio  appropriation,  contained  in 
a  different  clauae  of  the  bdl. 

Mr,  WioKuni  further  inqnired  whether  the 


Government  of  Colombia  had  any  accredited 
agent  near  the  United  States. 

Hr.  Akobib  ahook  his  head. 

Mr.  WioKum  said  that  bis  great  objection 
to  the  appropriation  was  that  we  were  sendiug 
a  Minister  to  a  Government  which,  so  far  as 
we  knew,  had  no  existence.  All  the  informa- 
tion we  had  on  the  subject,  went  to  show  that 
it  had  been  dissolved,  and  three  Governments 
formed  in  its  stead.  If  onr  Minister  wau  to  be 
sent  to  all  three  of  those  Oovemmenis,  it  onght 
to  be  so  expressed.  He  could  see  no  good  rea- 
son for  the  increase  of  the  appropriation. 

After  some  further  converwition  between 
Messrs.  MoDitffib  and  JsNirui,  the  qoestion 
was  pot  ou  the  riung  of  the  committee,  and 
neoatived — yeas  31,  nays  76. 

The  appropriation  of  t4fi,000  was  then  agreed 


Fbidat,  Febni^  24. 
WaAinfftmi'i  Setaaint. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  the  follow- 
ing communication,  viz : 

Wasbinoton,  Ftbnary  14,  1S82. 
7b  t/u  BpeaJCtr  of  the  Haiut  of  JUpraentaHiitt  of 
Uu  UniUd Slain: 
Ooe  of  his  itsod&tes  not  having  arrived  at  Wash- 
tnglOQ,  and  the  other  haviag  declined  to  act,  in 
performinee  of  the  honorable  trust  confided  to  us 
by  the  Goveroor  of  Virginia,  the  undereigaed  lakes 
upon  hinuelf  the  hooor  to  tnoamlt  to  the  Speaker 
of  tbe  Huoae  of  Representalives  of  the  United 
States  the  envelope  directed  to  bim  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  covering  the  resolutions  of  tbe 
General  Assembly,  laying  claim  to  tbe  renuios  of 
our  Illustrious  feilow-citizeu  George  Washingtoa; 
also  covering  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, accompanying  the  resoiutioua ;  and  In  the 
diacliarge  of  this  duty  he  takes  leave  to  remark, 
that  while  the  nople  of  Vlr^nia  are  proud  of  the 
gratitude  of  tbelr  feUov-citiienB  of  the  United 
States  for  tbe  emioent  public  services  of  the  father 
of  his  couDtry,  and  also  for  their  high  admiration 
of  his  patriotic  virtues,  manifested  by  the  sacces- 
Nve  resolations  of  Congress,  thev  also  justly  anll- 
dpale  the  frank  acquiesceoce  of  their  feUow-citi- 
lens  of  the  United  States  m  the  paramount  claim  of 
hia  native  State  to  the  sacred  remains  of  her  Wssh- 

FRAIf CIS  T.  BROOKE. 


TiaoiaiA,  ExKcmvi  Dw 

fibntary  SO,  1B32. 
3b  Andnyi  Sitmitn,  Sig., 

Sptaker  of  Aa  Hout  of  Rep:  V.  8. 
Sib:  The  honorable  Francis  T.  Brooke,  Chief 
Justice  John  UarabaJl,  and  Ui^or  Jsmes  Gibbon, 
tbe  friends  and  brother  officers  of  Washington  in 
Che  war  of  the  revolution,  are  the  bearers  of  this 
comnuDlcation,  and  of  Che  reaolutioas  adopted  by 
the  Oeneral  Aaaembly  of  this  State,  eiprenive  of 
their  feelings  and  those  of  the  citizens  of  this  com- 
monwealth with  regard  to  the  coulemplated  re- 
moval of  the  renudns  of  Washington  from  Mount 
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Tenion  b;  the  Congreta  of  the  United  Statea. 
A^eablj  to  tbe  wish  of  tbe  Oenenl  Asiembl;,  I 
h&TG  tha  honor  to  reqaeit  7011  to  'lectlve  and  la; 
the  rewlutioni  of  that  bodj  before  the  Boom  c^ 
BepreMuUUro*  of  the  United  8Ul«a. 

I  am,  fir,  with  eonddenitioa  (nd  respect,  tour 
"    ■'  lut,  JOHN  FLOYD. 


"Tha  Qeneral  Aasembt)'  of  Virginia  Tiew  with 
Mujooe  Mlicilude  the  eSbrts  oow  making  fa;  tbe 
Congreie  of  tbe  Uniled  Bute*  to  remore  from 
Uount  Vernon  the  remaiai  of  George  WMhlagton. 
Such  removal  U  not  noMuarj  to  perpetuate  the 
bme  of  him  who  was  "first  in  war,  and  finit  in 
peace,"  nor  can  it  be  necesiar;  to  perpetuate  and 
elrengtlien  the  natioual  gratitude  for  faiia  who  was 
"flrat  in  the  hearts  of  bis  countrymen." 

Tlie  filct  that  Virginia  haa  been  the  birthplace  of 
the  best  and  moat  EUnttrioos  man  that  erer  lired,  is 
DBtnrallT  calcnlated  to  Inspire  her  dtiiens  with  a 
■trong  desire  to  licep  hli  remaltis  eosbrioed  in  the 
lead  of  bis  nattTitj ;  this  desire  is  Increased  b;  the 
coDslderallon  that  t|ia  burial  groimd  waa  designated 
bj  the  djing  patriot  himself.    Therefore, 

Baoivtd,  ttmrnmumly,  Tlut  the  proprietor  be 
earoestl;  requested,  in  the  name  of  the  peoide  of 
thli  State,  not  to  consent  to  tbe  removal  of  the  re- 
mains of  George  WashinEton  from  Mount  Veroon. 

BetlMd,  imattjmaiuly,  That  the  OOTernor  of  this 
eommonvMlth  forthwith  make  luowa  the  feelian 
and  wishes  of  the  GenenU  AsiembI;  upon  tbe  sub- 
ject, in  the  mopt  sppropriate  maimer,  to  the  present 
proprietor  of  Uount  VerDon,  and  the  Congress  of 
tbe  United  Buiea. 


Thecommnnioation  wu  ordered  to  li«  on  tbe 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Claim  ^Jfn.  DeeaUir. 

The  Honse  tbea  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Hr.  Spembt  in  the  ohdr,  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Susan  DecntDr,  which  bill  was 
wannl;  debttted  nntil  half-paat  foor  o'clock. 

Mr.  Cabbor,  with  a  view  hi  oonoiliat«  those 
who  wonid  not  Tote  for  the  bill  nnlesB  it  con- 
tained a  provision  for  the  nieces  of  Gompiodore 
Decatnr,  moved  (by  oonsent  of  Mr.  Prabob, 
who  withdrew  his  amendment  fbr  that  pnrpose) 
an  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  granting  (10,000  to 
tbe  Hisses  McKnight. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  hj  Uessra. 
WioKUFFB  and  Dbattoh,  and  adfooat«d  bv 
Mr.  DoftDBQMi — when  the  qneation  being  pnt, 
it  was  r^eoted. 

SATuaDXT,  Febniarj  20. 

Claim  <tf  Mn.  Decatur. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  tbe  bill  for  therelief  of  Mrs,  Deoator 

and  others. 

The  qnettioQ  was  taken  on  Mr.  Pautoi's 
amendment,  noA  was  negatived— reaa  7S,  nays 


Mr.  Blair,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  said,  althor^ 
he  would  not  yield  to  anj  person  in  estimating 
the  valnable  servtoes  of  Commodore  Decator, 
ret  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  in  every  shape : 
he  was  opposed  to  it,  because,  as  it  teemed  to 
be  oonoeded,  the  money  was  to  be  regarded  as 
a  simple  donation  on  Uie  part  of  the  countrr. 
He  did  not  think,  seoording  to  the  principles  at 


lud  on  the  olrenmBtanc«  that  this  measure  had 
come  reoommended  to  the  Honse  by  the  Presi- 
dent, althongh  he  Qtr.  B.)  was  satisfied  that,  ia 
rooommending  it,  the  President  had  only  done 
what  he  f%lt  to  be  bis  duty ;  yet  be  rraretted 
that  he  bad  meddled  with  it;  be  wished  ne  bad 
left  that  Job  nndone.  Inopponng  this  measure, 
however,  be  for  one  bad  no  apprehension  ef 
being  censured  for  doing  so  by  the  President, 
iot  as  he  himself  got  credit  for  doir^  at  aQ 
bazBrds,  what  he  beUeved  to  be  ri^t,  he  votdd 
doubtless  allow  toothers  the  privilege  of  acting 
consistently  with  what  they  deemed  a  cmk 
scientious  dischai^  of  their  dnty.  I^  bow- 
ever,  he  sboold,  in  to  acting,  inenr  the  eensare 
of  the  President,  then  he  wonW  say,  in  God's 
name,  be  it  so.  He  felt  it  his  doty  to  man 
tiiat  the  enacting  olatue  be  stricken  oot  of  tba 
hill. 

When  the  qnealion  on  Ais  motioa  wm  about 
to  be  pnt, 

Mr.  MoDunnK  snggested  tlie  prtnriety  of 
withdrawing  this  motion^  as  it  conld  be  pot 
when  the  Hnbject  came  before  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Blaib  consented  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, but  a  similar  one  was  offeied  by  Mr. 
PB.-n>LEroir ;  after  which, 

Mr.  Polk,  in  reply  to  what  had  fUlen  Awn 
Qie  member  from  Bouih  Carolina,  wished  to  ex- 
plain that  he  voted  for  the  bill,  not  on  the 
CTonnd  of  its  being  a  simple  donation,  fin-  if  hs 
thought  it  was,  he  agreed  with  him  that  it  was 
not  in  tbe  power  of  the  Honse,  aeoordh^  to  tb* 
consdtntion,  to  make  it ;  he  voted  for  It,  be- 
came it  came  f^y  within  the  eqidtehle  prind- 
Sles  of  the  prize  act,  and  which,  as  haa  been 
etailed  to  the  House,  had  been  aanc&MMd  dm- 
ing  the  late  war  by  Congreaa. 

Ur.  MoDtims  believed  that  this  was  ai  Jot 
and  sacred  a  claim  as  any  which  had  been  ever 
pending  between  individnals  and  the  United 
States ;  and  when  tbe  premier  time  would  some, 
be  was  prepared  to  meet  all  tiie  otjsetiooa 
which  had  been  urged  agunst  the  bill. 

Mr.  DkTM,  of  Massaehnsetta,  moved  thit  tbe 
oommittee  ^oold  rise  and  report  progress; 
which  moUon  waa  carried. 


MoNDAT,  February  S7, 


The  foIlowlnK  resolntion,  moved  on  OeSSd 
instant  by  Mr.  Olaitoii,  of  Qeon^a,  was  tskea 
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ed  9MM1,  with  ptnrsr  to  Mnd  far  penon*  and  pa- 
pen,  mi  to  report  the  retiUt  of  ibeir  ioquiriei  to 
tbu  Hou«e. 

Ur.  VimoiTaB  movod  the  qoettioii  of  con- 
■ideratioD. 

On  that  qaertioa  Ur.  Pou  danuuided  the 

A  disooarion  tbareapon  atom  on  the  qaeatlon 
whether  it  was  in  order,  after  a  roMlntioD  had 
been  poatponed  to  t,  day  ciartain,  to  reoeive  a 
notion  nuii  aa  had  bW  nude  bj  l£r.  Wat- 
Id  this  diHnwloii,  or  rather  oonverwtioD, 
Mmkw.  Polk,  HttimNaros,  Oahbbiuho,  Olli- 
loir,  EvuRT,  WiLLUMB,  Poan^  and  UoSof- 
nx  participated. 

It  having  been  aieertained  fivm  thejonnukt 
that  the  resolntion  after  having  Iwen  ofibred 
bad  received  the  actlm  of  the  Hoom  h;  a  vote 
poctponing  its  o«Htiid«ratioa  nntil  this  da;,  the 
Chair  deoided  that  it  waa  too  late  to  eatertain 
'  the  qQMtion  of  oonuderatioa. 

ib.  WiLLUJU  therenpon  moved  to  lay  the 
TeaolntiMi  on  tiie  table ;  bat  after  some  re- 
marks tuna  Ur.  Olattov,  he  oonaented,  at  the 
request  of  Ur.  UoDorrai,  to  withdraw  hi* 
motioD. 

Hr.  Olattos  aaid  he  waa  not  disposed  to  dla- 
cma  this  resolataon,  bnt  in  a  spirit  ot  the  utmost 
SbwiUty.  [He  oonuoeooed  with  qnotjng  a 
daua  ia  the  oharter  requirinA  tte  bonk  to  sub- 
niit its  »ghir» toeTamln*MoD.f  TheOommitt«e 
of  the  House  appointed  to  examine  the  snbject, 
had  daelared  that  the  power  to  investigate  the 
itate  of  the  instjtatioo  was  to  wholeeome  in  it« 
nature  and  tendency,  tiiat  whenever  any  sos- 

C'  ion  WB«  »oIt«d  aguiist  tlie  bank,  it  oaght  to 
employed.  {Here  he  quoted  the.  report  of 
the  Coininitt«e  of  Ways  and  JCemu,  aod  also 
thit  of  the  minority  of  that  oommittee,  to  show 
that  tliey  coincided  in  reoommeoding  an  ez- 
unination  into  the  afiain  of  the  bank.]  Ur.  C. 
itiL  that  when  he  introdnoed  the  resolution, 
be  had  ezpeoted  that  the  triende  of  the  bank 
wonld  have  suzed  on  the  opportunity  thns  held 
ont  to  titem  to  pat  the  instltotion  on  higher 
gnmnd  than  any  it  had  yet  occupied ;  for  such 
mut  he  the  effiaot  of  the  invesbgatioo,  if  the 
eondilion  of  the  insUtotion  were  snoh  as  they 
iq>resented  it  to  be.  It  mnst  be  manifest  to 
•Tery  on^  that  If  the  bank  should  come  oat  of 
the  ordeal  nnharmed,  and  prove  itself  to  be  a 
benefit  to  Uie  nation,  none  would  be  disposed 
to  pot  it  down. 

Ilr.  0.  said  he  wonld  frankly  state  what  he 
beliered  could  be  brought  a^nst  the  bank. 
He  dionght  it  was  enongn  for  him,  as  a  repre- 
KDtative  of  the  people,  to  state  to  his  co-repre- 
■entativea  the  oliargea  whloh  be  believed  might 
be  sabstantiated  against  the  institntioo ;  when 
they  had  heard  them,  they  might  vote  the  in- 
nKigatlon  or  not,  as  they  might  deem  proper. 
The  following  facta  would,  he  believed,  be  es- 
tablished, and,  nnder  that  impresnon,  he  pre- 


ferred them  aa  a  sort  of  indiotment  against  the 
bank: 

1.  The  Issne  of  7,000,|[»,  aod  more,  of 
branch  Itank  orders  as  a  onrrency.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  admit*  wven  miUitms  iimed. 

a.  TJsary  on  bndwn  bank  notes  ia  Kentucky 
and  Ohio ;  they  amounted  to  $900,000  in  Ohio, 
(md  nearly  as  ranch  in  Keotnoky.  See  3  Peters's 
Beporta,  p.  6iT,  as  to  the  natnre  of  the  oases. 

8.  Domeetietullsofaxahange,  disguised  loons 
to  take  more  than  at  the  rate  of  bz  dot  cent. 
8izt«en  milliooa  of  these  bills  fbr  Deoemlier  last 
Bee  monthly  atateroents. 

4.  NoD-usw  of  the  oharter.  In  this,  that 
from  1810  to  18S6,  a  period  of  seven  yean,  the 
South  and  West  brauohes  issned  no  cnrrency  of 
any  kind.  Bee  the  doctrine  on  non-oser  of 
charter  aod  doty  of  corporaticnu  to  oot  op  to 
the  end  uf  their  iuslitotion,  and  forfeiture  for 
neglect. 

6.  Building  houses  to  rent  Bee  limitation 
in  Uieir  oharter  on  the  right  to  hold  real  prop- 
erly. 

6.  In  the  capital  stock,  not  having  dne  pro- 
portions of  coin, 

T.  Poreignen  voting  tor  direotore,  through 


Abtttet  mrrfAy  qf  inquiry  into,  itot  a 
to  /or/eiturt,  but  goiitf,  if  true,  eUarlv  ia 
thov  (As  JMZpsdMiMy  qf  rmumnff  the  ehar- 
ttr. 

1.  Not  oathing  Its  own  note*,  or  receiving  in 
deposit  at  each  brandi,  and  at  the  parent 
Itank,  the  notes  of  each  other.  By  reason  of 
this  practice,  notes  of  the  mother  bulk  are  at  a 
discount  at  many,  if  not  all,  of  her  branohee, 
and  completely  negBtives  the  assertion  of 
"  sonnd  and  uniform  onrrency." 

3.  Uaking  a  differenoe  in  reoeiving  notes 
from  the  Fwerai  Oovernmeat  and  the  citiiens 
of  the  States.  This  is  admitted  as  to  all  notes 
above  five  dollars. 

8.  Uaking  a  diSbrence  between  members 
of  Oongreas  and  the  citizens  ^nerally,  in  l>oth 

•-'ng  loans  and  aeUing  bills  itf  exchange. 

believed  it  can  \»  made  to  appear  tbat 
members  can  obtain  bills  of  exchange  without, 
citizens  with  s  preminm ;  the  first  give  nomi- 
nal endofsere,  the  others  must  give  two  suffi- 
cient resident  endorsers, 

4.  The  midne  acctimnlation  of  proxies  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  to  oontrol  the  election  for  direo- 
ton. 

5.  A  strong  suspiiuon  of  secret  nnderstan^ng 
between  the  bank  and  brokers  to  Job  in  stocks, 
contrary  to  the  charter.  For  example,  to  bny 
np  the  three  per  cent,  stock  at  this  day,  and 
force  the  Government  to  pay  at  par  for  that 
stock ;  and  whether  the  Glovemment  depoeils 
may  not  be  used  to  enhance  its  own  debts. 

e.  Subudies  and  loans,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  printers,  enters,  and  lawyers,  for  purposes 
other  than  the  r^mar  biuiiiess  of  the  bank. 

7.  Distinction  m  favor  of  merohants  in  selling 
bUlsofei  '    - 
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8.  Practjces  npon  local  banks  and  dobtora  to 
mt^e  them  petition  CongreM  for  a  renewal  of 
its  charter,  and  thn^mpoH  upon  Congrew  bj 
£i]8e  clamor. 

9.  The  Bctoal  maniwemeiit  of  the  bank, 
whether  aarely  and  pmdentlf  oondncted.  See 
moDthl;  utatementB  to  the  contruy. 

10.  The  actnal  coDdition  of  the  bank,  her 
debts  and  credits ;  how  moch  she  has  increased 
debta  and  dimiaished  her  means  to  pay  in  the 
last  yeat;  bow  much  she  has  increased  her 
oredite  and  multiplied  her  debtors,  since  Uie 
President's  Message  in  1^9,  without  ability  to 
take  np  the  BOtM  she  has  ismed,  Aud  pay  her 
deposits. 

11.  Excestdve  issues,  all  on  pnblio  deposits. 

12.  Whether  the  acooont  of  the  bank's  proa- 
peiitj  be  real  or  delusive. 

13.  The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
boUiui  sent  from  Western  And  Boa  them 
branches  of  the  parent  bonk  since  its  establish- 
ment in  1617.  The  amount  is  supposed  to  be 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions,  and,  witli  t>ank  in- 
terest on  bank  debts,  oon^tutea  a  system  of 
the  most  intolerable  oppression  of  tbe  Sonth 
and  West.  Tbe  gold  and  rilver  of  tbe  Sontb 
and  West  have  been  drawn  to  the  mother  bank, 
mostly  by  the  agency  of  that  unlawful  currency 
created  by  branch  bank  ordera,  as  will  be  made 
fUly  to  appear. 

14.  The  establishment  of  agencies  in  differ- 
ent StaUe,  nnder  the  direction  and  manaReroent 
of  one  person  only,  to  deal  in  bills  of  ezdiange, 
and  to  transact  other  business  properly  belong- 
ing to  branch  bulks,  contrary  to  the  charter. 

15.  Giving  attthorit}'  to  State  banks  to  dis- 
count tbeir  bills  without  aotbority  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Having  gone  through  with  these  items,  briefly 
commenting  ou  each  as  he  proceeded,  Ur.  0. 
observed  that  he  knew  a  nnmber  of  petitions 
bad  been  presented  to  the  House  in  favor  of 
reohartering  the  bank.  Such  petitions  were 
gotten  np  with  great  fiioility.  Some  of  tiieee 
were  even  obtained  in  New  York.  Now  be 
would  appeal  to  the  whole  South,  whether  the 
petition  of  a  few  individual  merchants  waa  to 
be  regarded  in  preference  to  the  declared 
cminion  of  the  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  New 
York.  He  knew  it  was  become  very  ua- 
fashionable  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  States ;  he 
knew  they  were  scarcely  as  much  respected  as 
BO  many  coiporations,  and  that  their  will 
weighed  nothing.  Bat,  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  ntter  his  voice  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  he  would  continue  to  aver  that  they 
were  worthy  to  be  regarded.  The  House  was 
rec^ving  the  petitions  gotten  up  by  the  bank 
as  an  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  commu- 
nity, while  the  voice  of  New  York  and  of  other 
States  was  disregarded. 

The  bank  was  an  institution  whose  arms  ex- 
tended into  every  part  of  the  oommnnity ;  and 
one  of  its  officers  bad  not  long  since  boldly  de- 
dared  that  the  moment  the  bank  should  suc- 
ceed in  obt^uing  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it 


would  grind  the  State  inatitntjona  \a  dart. 
This  he  pledged  himself  to  prove.  An  institu- 
tion like  this,  which,  by  a  mere  exertitm  of  its 
will,  conld  raise  or  sink  the  value  of  any  and  ^ 
every  commodity,  even  of  the  bread  we  ste, 
was  to  be  regarded  with  a  Jealons  watdifulDcai. 
When  the  present  charter  waa  granted,  a  com- 
mittee had  beenappointed  to  investigate  its  con- 
cerns ;  and  he  uionght  the  bank  oi^l  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  proposed  inqniiy  uould  be 
instituted. 

The  charges  be  had  made,  could,  he  was  con- 
fident, be  maintained.  Ha  had  not  made  tbem. 
without  the  best  reasons.  But  tbonld  the 
chaises  be  refdted,  the  bank  wonld  be  able  to 
convmoe  the  nation  that  it  did  not  re«t  on  tbe 
rotten  foundation  which  a 
If  such  should  be  the  result,  it  wont  , 
great  manner,  close  his  month,  altboogfa  not  m 
the  oonstitntional  qneation  involved.  If  the 
bank  should  refuse  Uie  inquiry,  it  wonld  forfeit 
the  confidence  of  the  oommnnity ;  and,  in  tba 
last  resort,  tbe  people  wonld  call  upon  another 
watchman  to  proooonoe  Uie  ASihoUtk  of  tb«r 
protection.  He  had  not  a  donbt  that,  ahould 
tbe  charter  be  renewed,  advantage  woald  be 
taken  of  the  granted  power  to  crash  tbe  State 
institntiona. 

Mr.  MoDuTFiK  addressed  the  House  neady  ■• 
follows : 

Mr.  MoD.  Bud  that  if  any  tangible  and  sub- 
stantial obatses  bad  been  anbmitt«d  to  the  Boon 
on  the  antnority  of  but  a  sinde  reapectaUe 
witness  known  to  tbe  Honse,  ne  sbonld  feel 
nnder  the  highest  obligation  to  go  into  tbe  in- 
vestigation proposed,  cost  what  it  might,  and 
be  the  conseqoencee  what  they  might.  But  it 
was  extremely  obvion^  that  to  snatain  a  iMohi- 
tion  of  the  diaraot«r  of  that  which  had  beto 
offered  by  the  gentl«nan  fh>m  Oeorgia,  ctmtaift- 
ing  matter  of  so  grave  a  kind,  and  having  nch 
an  important  bearing  on  all  the  interests  uf  the 
Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  wasa  thingnot  like- 
ly to  be  donoL  The  gentleman  had  drawn  np 
an  indictment,  as  be  called  it,  agfunst  tbe  bonk, 
containing  fifteen  connts ;  and  ont  of  ill  of 
them,  there  were  bat  one  or  two  which  pre- 
fessed  to  disclOBe  any  other  than  matter*^ gen- 
eral notoriety. 

As  to  tbe  firat  charge — "  tbe  issoe  of  seven 
e  of  branch ' 


millions  and  n 


branch  bank  orden  as  a 


Now,  air,  said  Mr.  MoD^  I  will  take  thii 
charge  as  a  fur  specimen  of  the  whole :  and  I 
will  venture  to  aay  that  all  the  others  will  end 
in  the  same  manner  as  diis  most  end,  oa  a  fiir 
and  candid  investigation.  What  is  the  ohaige  f 
That  the  bank  has  forfdted  its  charter.  And 
bow  has  it  forfeited  it  t  By  doing  that  which 
the  charter  itself^  in  terms,  authorizes  it  to  de : 
by  issuing  bills  (k  exchange.  What  is  tbe  very 
object  for  which  the  bank  was  institatedl 
What  is  its  moat  important  and  most  beuefieiil 
operation)  It  is  dealing  in  exchangee:  tbe 
very  operation  here  denounced.  It  seemi,  ac- 
cording to  Uie  gentlemu,  that  these  dnft^  or 
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blilaofazebange,  are  groBilj  ancoDatitntloDal. 
Whj  f  BeccoM  the;  &re  dratra  bj  one  of  the 
iH^acbei  of  the  bttiik,  and  auned  b;  the  officers, 
tbe  pi«ddent  and  oaahier  ofEnch  branch  t  Oh 
DO.  That  is  a  oommoii,  reinilar  operation  of 
ererr  dif.  Wtaj  then!  Becaoie  they  are 
drawn  npoD  the  mother  hank  t  No :  that,  too, 
it  in  ordioBiy,  tverj-daj  operation.  Such 
drafts  on  the .  mother  bank  are  drawn  bj  the 
bnurahea  continiully.  Why  then  I  Why  sir, 
I  will  tell  yon :  it  la  beoansethe  bank  has  been 
■0  atrocioaa,  eo  dsrtng,  as  to  punt  the  paper 
on  which  theie  drafts  are  drawn.  That,  Mr,  it 
tbe  whole  nibsbutoe  of  the  charge.  The  gen- 
lienuui  can  make  nothing  else  of  the  m^ter. 
Tbe  dnfta  are  colored  bine,  itamped  in  a  par- 
tienlar  way,  and  they  oircnl&te  as  bank  bills. 
This  is  the  idlest,  the  very  idlest,  of  all  charges 
tbu  ever  was  gravely  bronght  forward.  It  will 
not  bear  diseosuon.  Although  not  against  tbe 
charter,  this  operation  is  very  inoonvenient  to 
the  book.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the 
□ffieers  of  tbe  mother  bank  did  not  possess  the 

Cbysical  power  to  sign  the  vast  nomber  of  small 
ilii  rraoirad  for  tbe  ciroalation  of  the  coon- 
trj;  and  these  cheeks  were  snbstitnted  as  a 
msUer  of  sheer  nec«arity.  What  injury  has 
bappeoed  to  the  pnblio  in  consei^aenoe  of  the 
tdopdon  of  this  expedient  t    What  is  the  chai^ 

S'tut  these  drafts,  except  that  they  are  paint- 
od  stamped  t  The  bank  is  liable  for  every 
■ndi  check  that  may  be  inued.  That  point  has 
been  tried  and  aettied.  No  professional  man, 
bmilisr  with  oontmercial  law,  will  dispute  tbe 
poaitiOB  that  the  bank,  having  thus  anthorlzed 
the  branehee  Uiiib  to  draw  npon  it,  is  reeponai- 
ble  liir  the  dralts.  The  bank  is  authorized  by 
it)  charter  to  deal  in  exchangee.  The  branches 
draw  upon  tbe  motiier  bank,  by  an  sathority 

Cm  taem  in  advance;  and  evMy  lawyer 
wt  that  each  an  indefinite  authority  granted 
to  an  sgent  beforeluuid  renders  the  principal 
Uible  to  any  extent. 

What,  I  again  ask,  ia  tbe  injury  anstained  by 
the  pabUo  f  It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  the  other  day,  (Mr.  Ouibbb- 
lue,)  that  these  drafts  are  payablo  nowhere. 
A  J I  payable  nowhere  I  If  that  is  the  fact,  the 
obj«ction  is  coneluaive.  But,  sir,  they  are,  in 
JXMnt  of  fhct,  payable  everywhere.  That  is 
tbe  tactj  and  the  bank  has  paid  them  every- 
where, indisorimlnatety.  There  may  have  been 
I  few  exceptions,  owing  to  a  very  great  accn- 
mulstion  of  them  at  one  spot ;  but  the  bank 
nmally  pays  them  at  all  its  brancbeB.  So  mnch 
for  the  grave  charge  of  painting  drafts. 

The  next  specification  is  for  "  usury  an  broken 
bank  notes  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio."  And  as 
to  this  count,  as  a  lawyer,  I  should  dmost 
think  it  snbjeot  to  a  deranrrer.  "  XJsnry  on 
tHuken  bank  notes  I  "  Bir,  I  do  not  qnite  nn- 
deratand  this  charge.  The  gentleman  read  a 
plea  put  in  by  the  defendants  and  their  coun- 
tel,  to  which  there  was  a  demnrrer ;  and  he 
nated  the  deciuon  of  tbe  conrt,  that  the  facts 
M  forth  in  the  plea  want  to  moke  oat  a  case 


of  usnry.  Sir,  tbe  lawyers  must  have  been  un- 
skilful indeed  if  they  did  not  A  demurrer  to 
a  plea  is  made  merely  to  settle  a  principle.  A 
demurrer  decides  do  facts.  Bat  the  gentleman 
omitted  to  read  the  explanatory  note  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page.  I  will  supply  the  omission. 
[Here  Kr.  IfoD.  read  a  note  stating  that  owing 
to  the  demurrer  tbe  foots  of  the  case  never 
came  to  proof.]  Sir,  tbe  whole  of  these  alleged 
facts  KOing  to  make  ont  a  case  of  usury,  ere 
denied,  and  can  be  disproved.  This  is  a  plain 
case,  a  very  pl^n  case.  Both  the  Government 
of  Uie  United  States  and  private  individuals 
deposited,  in  the  branch  bans  in  qnestion.  State 
bank  paper,  good  when  deposited.  Tbe  branch 
bank  held  tnis  paper,  and  received  interest 
npon  it  as  so  much  cash,  traia  the  State  bank. 
The  Stat*)  bank  did  finally  pay  up  the  balance 
of  notes  held  by  the  United  States  branch. 
Under  this  state  of  things,  an  individual  comes 
to  the  branch  seeking  a  loan.  The  office  tells 
him,  we  are  prohibited,  by  the  orders  of  the 
mother  bank,  and  especially  by  a  temporary 
regniation  at  this  time,  from  complying  widi 
your  request  The  applicant  says  be  is  willing 
to  take  bills  of  the  State  bank  which  had  been 
deposited  there,  (and  which  were  equal  to  so 
mnch  cash  to  the  institution,)  and  to  this  prop- 
osition the  bank  assented.  It  was  a  perfectly 
fair  transaction ;  and  the  individual  no  doubt 
thought  at  the  time  that  a  great  favor  hed  been 
extended  to  him,  but  found  it  convenient  to 
plead  nsnry  when  the  day  of  payment  came 
round.  This  transaction  happened  ten  years 
ago.  But  this,  it  seems,  is  the  day  when  all  tbe 
sins  of  the  bank,  for  these  sixteen  years  past, 
are  to  be  brought  up  in  Judgment.  If  tbe  gen- 
tleman hadgonebeyondtheyearlSIQ,  he  might 
have  bronght  fbrwtu^  much  higher  charges  than 
this ;  and  if  tbe  bank  is  to  be  held  responsible 
for  liiem,  too,  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will 
end.  Bnt,  in  the  year  1819,  all  those  now  stale 
chai)^  were  brought  fresh  for  examination  be- 
fore this  Uoase,  and  the  bank  was  exonerated 
from  serious  censure,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  matters  which  had  grown  out  of  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  the  times,  and  that  the  bank  had 
done  tbe  best  it  could. 

Sir,  the  &ct  is,  the  very  difficulties  of  the 
bank  in  1819  all  grew  out  of  an  attempt  to  do 
what  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  supposes  the 
bank  is  bound  now  to  do ;  fi'om  the  idle  an^ 
visionary  attempt  to  pay  the  bills  of  all  its 
branches,  not  only  at  tbe  branches  where 
drawn,  but  at  all  its  offices.  It  was  an  ebaord 
attempt  to  do  what  was  and  is  impracticable. 

The  third  article  of  this  indictment  charges 
the  hank  with  "  the  dealing  in  domestic  bills 
of  exchange,  and  disguised  loans." 

Why,  sir,  tbis  is  one  of  the  ordinary  transao- 
tioui  of  tbe  bank,  and  one  of  the  most  unex- 
ceptionable of  those  transactions.  Bir,  am  I  to 
understand  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  as 
charging  the  bank  with  a  violation  of  its  char- 
ter, becanse  it  buys  bills  of  exchange,  and  sells 
bills  of  exobange,  or  checks,  at  half  per  cent, 
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one  per  cent.,  or  aiif  per  oeot.  it  pleases  t  I 
shonld,  I  confess,  like  to  nDderstand  the  natore 
of  these  charges. 

Mr.  Glattoh  eipUined.  A  note  was  asked 
to  be  renewed ;  the  bank  refused  the  request, 
but  was  willing  to  ^ve  dlscoout  on  a  draft  on 
a  distant  factor,  therebf  reBlizinK  a  profit  of 
two  per  cent,  on  the  btU.  This,  he  conoladed, 
was  a  disguised  Iobd.  If  the  applioant  bad  the 
monej  to  pay  for  this  draft,  he  had  the  mooej 
to  pa7  the  Dote.  This,  thongb  not  a  regnlar 
compact  to  get  ten  per  cent.,  was  oertun]7  a 
regmar  dealing  in  loans,  and  was  a  snbstitnte 
for  a  demand  of  higher  iotereat. 

Ifr.  MoOuTFiB  resumed.  He  belieTed  that 
the  charge  as  now  made  never  could  be  made 
ont  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  never,  he 
was  eonfident,  had  been  gailtjr  of  snob  a  trans- 
action^ with  a  view  to  practise  a  Epeciea  of 
extortion,  bj  exacting  a  rate  of  intereat  not 
allowed  b;  its  charter.  I  can  conceive,  how- 
ever, said  Mr.  MoD.,  a  case  where  the  bank 
wonld  refase  a  loan  on  an  ordinary  note,  when 
Its  oUect  was  to  have  funds  ready  in  a  particu- 
lar place  to  meet  some  engagement  Uiere. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  might  be  very 
willing  to  grant  a  loan,  if  the  money,  vhen  re- 
paid, was  to  be  deposited  at  that  place ;  and  in 
BDch  a  case  the  bank  wonld  be  law(Hilly  entitled 
to  realize  the  difference  of  exchange  between 
the  two  points ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
in  that  case  the  hank  woold  be  found  willing 
to  take  a  lower  rate  of  exchange  than  any 
broker  who  might  be  employed. 

The  fourth  charge  was  a  "  non-oser  of  tbe 
charter;"  in  this,  that  during  a  period  of  seven 
years,  the  Sonthem  and  Western  branches  had 
issued  no  oorrenoy  of  any  kind. 

It  was  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  question  of 
non-naer.  Every  practical  man  aoqoainted  with 
banking  would  be  satiafied  that  the  bank  wonld 
never  nave  violated  its  charter,  if  some  of  ita 
branohea  had  never  isaoed  a  single  bill.  It  was 
not  a  condition  In  the  charter  that  the  bank 
ehonid  issue  bills  from  all  of  its  branohea.  Why 
ehould  it  I  The  object  of  the  bank,  in  a  com- 
mercial view,  waa  to  grant  discounts ;  but,  for 
this,  it  was  under  no  necessity  of  issuing  its 
own  bills  of  any  kind.  Oould  not  the  bank  let 
the  qiplicant  have  specie  for  his  notci  or  the 
bills  o{  some  other  bank  t  Might  not  tne  state 
of  exchange  be  such,  that  the  bank  oould  not 
aafely  issne  its  own  notes  at  a  particular  place  f 
Did  not  the  gentleman  know  that  there  was  a 
time  when  it  wonld  have  been  very  hazardous 
to  do  sot  In  181 B,  the  institution  had  been 
reduced  almost  to  bankruptcy,  by  the  attempt 
to  pay  its  bills  indiscriminately.  There  was  m 
the  West  a  vaat  demand  for  the  bills  of  the 
bank,  and  its  circulation  mi^ht  have  been 
extended  to  an  almost  indefimte  amonnt.  It 
did  issne  biLs  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
einouot  of  many  millions.  But  such  was  the 
state  of  the  internal  commerce  of  the  country, 
that  the  whole  of  the  billa  issued  in  the  West 
found  thur  woa  to  the  branch  at  New  York, 


and  oUier  Eastern  branchea.  The  balance  of 
trade  was  conitaotly  againat  the  West,  sod  tb< 
current  of  exchange  carried  all  the  paper  at  tb« 
bank  to  the  Eastern  bran^ea,  wWe  spede 
demanded.  The  oonseqneDce  waa,  (wbit 
ut  ever  be,  if  the  bulk  snonld  have  no  dis. 
cretion  as  to  where  ita  bills  dionld  be  iMicd 
and  payable,)  all  the  ezcbaoges  of  tlw  eoontiy 
were  perfonned  wUhoot  oMDMitntiM,  it  tlw 
expense  of  tbe  bank.    Would  any  nan  g 


if  he  conld  take  a  bill  of  tlte  Bank  of  the  Ui 
States,  and  send  it  from  one  point  of  the  Union 
to  another,  with  the  aeanranoe  that  it  would 
there  oommand  ^leoiel  The  ooasequnwof 
Buoh  a  state  of  things  wonld  be^  thai  the  bank 
wonld  have  to  keep  teamA  ooDstantly  tMT<lliii| 
backward  and  forward  with  spede. 

The  fifth  charge  waa  tbe  building  of  bona 
to  rent.  On  thu  anlyeot  the  terns  of  tk* 
charter,  Mr.  MoD.  aatd,  were  plain.  Itpto- 
hibited  the  bank  from  parchaoDg  land,  mn  ii 
oertaJnapedfledcMoa;  tbe  debt  mast  Mtorifi- 
naliy  have  been  contracted  on  tlia  seeariQ'  of 
land ;  but  where  there  waa  a  nmrtg^  ntae- 
quently  ^ven,  by  way  of  collateral  seourity,  tlw 
bank  waa  permitted  to  purchase.  In  this  mn- 
ner,  and  in  no  other,  had  the  bank  becfloii  pcs- 
sessed  of  real  estate.  Hie  idea  of  tbe  g«Bll» 
man,  said  Mr.  MoD- is  wholly  new  to  dm;  ud 
I  should  he  glad  if  tbeKetttleman  frMeOec^ 
would  show  me,  from  &>ke  <x  Blaekstawet )»« 
it  can  be  lawfnl  to  pnrohaae  land,  and  Dot  U 
build  honaea  upon  it,  and  lease  it.  TheaadHri- 
ty  to  buy  lanaia  an  anthority  to  own  land;  uA 
an  anthori^  to  own  land  is  «n  authority  t»  w* 
it ;  and  can  a  man  be  aaid  to  have  the  M  iw 
of  his  land,  if  he  may  not  boild  a  heoss  npon  it 
and  rent  it,  until  he  can  eellt  SBchsMainw- 
tion  went  to  destroy  the  right  allogethtr;  tte 
right  to  purehaae  is  whol^  deceptive^  duImi 
the  land  pnrchased  may  afterwards  be  toid* 
n»e  of  in  any  lawfiil  manner  moat  oanAiuaK  to 
the  interest  of  the  owner. 

Theuxth  connt  is  for  not  having,  iaihacsi 
tal  stock,  a  due  proportion  of  M ' 
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leged to  be  a  violation  of  tbe  nhuter.  I  im 
unapprised  to  what  fact  it  refers.  I  ihoidd  te 
glad  to  know  to  what  part  of  the  diarttr  iin- 
btee.  There  is  nothing  in  the  charter,  ai  I  nsd 
it,  on  the  eabjeot. 

The- seventh  charge:  "  Foreigners  voting  w 
directore  through  thdr  tniste«a."  I  kno* 
nothing  of  this  oharga.  But  theftcteaDSUly 
be  ascertained  from  the  bank  itselt  I  !»*«  w 
doubt  that,  so  far  as  it  is  a  charge  ^  lU,  it  wiU 
turn  ont  to  be  wholly  without  foondatioo.  » 
may  be  that  stock  baa  bean  owned  by  s  «*- 
eignM*,  and  yet  held  in  the  name  of  locie  on- 
xen  of  the  United  8tat«w  Bnthow,I*i\^ 
the  bankprevent  an  American  stockhMoerinn 
voting  on  stock  held  by  him.  on  the  e^?* 
aaeorettmst?  Thisiano  ahnsa for »«« J" 
bank  is  answerable,  unless  the  bank  h»  been 
conusant  (rf  the  fiwl,  and  had  the  power  of  cor 
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ncUiiK  tlie  abnaa.  This  charge  may  be  sn- 
■wered  from  the  booki  and  records  of  the  bonk, 
in  five  minoteg,  I  have  noir  gooe  through 
fliooe  chargea  nhioh  go  to  an  alleged  violatloD 
of  the  charter  of  the  bank.  The  others,  accord- 
ing to  the  gendeman,  do  not  amount  to  a  for- 
fbiture,  bat  are  thrown  in  to  show  the  inei- 
pedienoy  of  recharteriDgtheinstitatioo.  I  will 
prooaed  to  notioe  these  in  order.  The  first  of 
theee  snbordiiuLte  offences  is  stated  to  be,  "  not 
osshinff  ila  own  notee,  or  recdving  In  deposit 
at  eaim  branch,  and  at  the  parent  bank,  the 
Dotea  of  each  other." 

It  is  nnneoessar?  that  I  shonld  vatvt  on  tlie 
iiiTeBtJgatioa  of  this  topic.  b\.  the  report  made 
two  jaars  nnoe  by  tlie  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  it  was  ta&j  eiamined,  and  the  Impnto- 
tion  effeetnallT'  reftited.  By  the  attempt  to  do 
whkt  the  bank  is  here  assailed  for  not  doing, 
all  the  erabarrassmenla  which  prevuled  in  1819 
were,  as  I  have  sud,  prodncea.  No  bank  that 
icted  on  the  plan  iaggest«d  coold  sastain  the 
aon&dnees  of  its  onrrenor  for  two  years.  A 
bftnk  with  branches  extended  over  all  the  States 
of  the  Dnion,  to  be  bonnd  to  pay  the  notes 
dmwn  at  all  these  branches  at  every  ot^er 
branch  t  Why,  sir,  doee  not  the  gentleman 
see  that  all  Uie  commercial  exchanges  of  the 
eonntry  would  be  oondticted  at  the  expense  of 
the  bank  f  The  bank  issues  bills  at  New  Or- 
Iflan^  promising  to  pay  them  at  that  place. 
What  says  the  gentleman  ?  The  promise  of  lie 
bonk  to  pay  at  New  Orleans  binos  it  to  pay  at 
New  York,  and  the  promise  to  pay  money  at 
SLLoaiabuidsittopayatPhiladelpbia.  Whyt 
Suppose  an  iron  master  in  Pennsylvania  promises 
to  deliver  one  hnndred  tons  at  iron  Bt  a  speci- 
fied town  in  that  State,  say  Lancaster,  is  he 
therefore  bound  to  deliver  that  qaantity  of  iron 
at  New  Orieans  I  Sir,  this  wonid  be  no  greater 
abenrdity  than  that  which  woold  exist  in  the 
case  BBsmned.  This  is  the  veiy  last  Dharge 
that  onght  to  have  been .  brought  agtdnst  the 
bank.  The  natter  was  folly  investigated  in 
1819,  and  it  was,  I  believe,  the  almost  nnanimoos 
opinion  of  this  House  that  it  was  the  impotent 
attempt  of  the  fltat  direction  to  carry  oat  this 
doctrine  tbat  led  to  all  the  oyertrading  and 
embarrassment  and  ndn  which  ensued. 

This  attempt  had  nearly  perpetnated  the 
nnBOundness  of  the  corranoy  which  the  bank 
was  instituted  to  oorreot  and  prevent.  Should 
saoh  ft  oondition  be  inserted  in  the  charter,  it 
would  be  ntterly  vain  (o  talk  any  longer  of  t, 
niUform  and  sound  currency.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  would  soon  become  an  anziliary 
wHh  the  State  banks,  and  run  witb  them  the 
career  of  depreciation.  It  could  not  avoid  it 
It  would  be  a  matter  of  necessity. 

Here,  sir,  ii  another  charge ;  "  The  making  a 
difierenoe  in  reoeiving  notes  from  the  Federal 
Govemment  and  Uie  dUxens  of  the  United 
Statea." 

This  ie  a  moct  serlona  and  extraordinary 
charge,  Indeed  t  81^  what  are  the  terms  of 
the  bank  obartert    a  not  this  the  rery  thing 


it  stipulates  that  the  bank  shall  do  !  Was  It  not 
one  of  the  primary  objects  of  establishing  the 
bank  ?  Sir,  the  bank  was  created,  among  other 
objects,  for  the  very  purpose  of  doing  the  thing 
which  is  here  made  the  ground  of  dennnciation. 
The  bank  ia  obliged,  by  ite  charter,  to  receive 
the  bills  of  all  Its  branches  as  deposits  of  the 
Qovemment,  and  to  transfer  the  fands  thus 
deposited  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
where  the  Government  may  require  them. 
Is  not  this  dealing  with  the  Oeneral  Gorem- 
ment  in  a  manner  different  from  that  which 
the  bank  deals  with  individuals  I 

Bnt  I  will  here  remark  that  this  oironm- 
stanoe,  so  f^  from  behtg  a  disadvantage  to 
individuals,  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  great 
advantage  to  them.  All  who  owe  the  Govern- 
ment, though  ther  may  reside  in  the  nortliem- 
most  extremity  of  the  Union^  may  tender  biUs 
drawn  by  the  branch  of  Louisiana  in  payment, 
and  they  are  receivable  for  all  Government  dues; 
the  bank  is  bound  to  take  them  on  deposit, 
and  to  give  cash  for  them  when  demanded,  or 
drafts  on  any  part  of  the  Onion,  This  obl^a- 
tion  to  receive  the  bills  of  ite  branches  inms- 
criminately,  and  to  give  cash  or  drafts  in  ex- 
change for  them,  ^ves  to  tliose  bills  almost  as 
uniform  a  value  as  if  th^  were  generally  receiv- 
able. It  renders  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Umted  States  almost  perfectly  nniform  through- 
out the  Union — certainly  more  uniform  t£an 
specie  itself  could  be  in  so  extensive  a  country. 

The  next  charge  is  in  these  words :  "  MaldnK 
difference  between  members  of  Oongroes  and 
the  citizens  generally,  both  in  granting  loan  ^  and 
in  selling  bills  of  exchange." 

I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  facts  alluded  to. 

[Here  Mr.  Olatton  expluned — but  not  a 
word  reached  the  reporter's  desk.] 

Mr,  MoDiTFFis  resumed.  I  believe  it  las 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  bank,  from  ite 
foundation,  to  accommodate  members  of  Oon- 
gress  OB  to  their  pay.  It  gives  us  gold  or  silver 
when  we  wish  it,  or  drafts  on  distant  places; 
and  1  confess,  sir,  that  I,  for  one,  should  be 
grievously  distreased,  on  my  own  account  as 
well  as  on  that  of  my  fellow-members,  should 
the  gentleman  succeed  in  deterring  the  bank 
from  granting  us  these  littie  accommodations. 

Next  comes  "the  undue  oocomnlation  of 
proxies  in  the  hands  of  a  few  to  control  the 
election  for  directors." 

The  bank  has  no  control  whatever  over  this, 
nor  has  any  abuse  been  practised. 

Then  we  have  tbe  following  specification: 
"  A  strong  suspicion  of  secret  understanding 
between  the  bank  and  brokers  to  job  in  stocks, 
contrary  to  the  charter.  For  example,  to  buy 
np  the  three  per  cent,  stock  at  this  day,  and 
force  the  Government  to  pay  at  par  for  that 
stock;  and  whether  the  Ctovemment  depodte 
may  not  be  used  to  enhance  its  own  debts." 

Sir,  I  confess  that  the  language  of  this  count 
in  the  gentieman's  indictment  did  not  a  little 
surprise  me.    That  the  Bank  of  the  United 
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should  be  fonnallf  oiruKned  by  a  member  of 
that  OongTSBS  on  a  public  charge  that  there  u 
*'  a  rtroitg  Hospioion  of  a  secret  □nderatanding 
of  that  ^ok  with  brokers  for  jobbiog  II"  Is 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  aware  of  theprob- 
ritleooDsequenceaof  wbatheiadoingt  •Has he 
not  reMivM  some  admonitione  on  the  subject 
of  jielding  his  ear  too  crednlonaly  to  those 
BospicionH  which  are  whispered  bj  aooojmone 
and  irresponsible  informers  f  This,  sir,  is  one 
of  the  gravest  charges  on  the  whole  catalogue. 
It  involTes  not  indeed  a  violation  of  the  charter, 
but  it  oontcdns  a  charge  of  moral  tnrpitnde 
utterly  disgraceM  to  any  pablio  institution. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe  the  charge.  It  is  a  nni- 
venat  principle,  that  even  the  criminal  at  the 
bar  of  pnbho  jostioe  shall  not  only  by  the 
hnmanitT,  but  by  the  wisdom  of  the  law,  be 
premmed  innocent  until  his  guilt  shall  be  eetab- 
lished  by  proot  Tot  here  are  we  called  to  ^ 
a  tilting  agunat  fabricated  phantoms  of  guilt 
and  cormplion,  which  on  the  very  face  of  the 
indictment  rest  on  mere  suspicion.  Sir,  what 
must  be  the  effect  of  this  investigation  ?  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  mnst  surely  be  aware 
of  the  delicate  nature  of  the  pnblio  credit  of  all 
kinds :  above  all,  of  bank  credit  A  whisper 
may  blast  it  It  is  like  female  reputation ;  yon 
have  only  to  make  the  charoe,  and  yon  have 
ah-eady,  and  perhi^  irreparably,  done  the  in- 
jury. 

Bnapioion,  therefore,  is  no  adequate  ground 
tor  instituting  such  an  inquiry  as  this.  Facts, 
well  authenticated,  and  p<»itjvely  vonched  by 
responsible  persons,  are  the  only  sufficient 
grounds  of  such  a  proceeding.  Yet  here  is  ODe 
ot  the  guardians  of  the  pnblio  interest,  and  who 
ongbt  also  to  be  a  guardian  of  that  institution, 
bringing  forward  a  grave  and  damning  imputa- 
tion against  its  character,  without  even  the  pre- 
tence of  proof.  I  shall  feel  myself  bonnd  to 
TOt«  down  any  sach  attempt  Sir,  what  is  it? 
It  is  not  even  a  ghost  I  Not  a  shadow  I  "  A 
mere  bodiless  creation  I "  It  is  nothing  bnt 
what  may  be  imputed  to  the  purest  of  men  as 
readily  as  to  the  purest  of  pubUc  institutions. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  some  such  dark  in«na- 
ation  has  been  poured  into  the  gentleman's  ear. 
I  know  him  too  well  to  suppose  that  he  would 
otherwise  bring  forward  such  a  charge.  But, 
having  brought  it  forward  on  this  8oor,  I  trust, 
before  the  House  rises,  he  will  state  the  name 
of  the  author,  and  by  whom  he  proposes  to 
^rove  it  It  is  a  veiy  grave  charge,  and  I  hope 
it  will  not  go  off  without  assimking  a  more 
tan^hle  shape. 

Another  charge  is,  "  subridies  and  loans, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  printers,  editors,  and 
lawyers,  for  purposes  other  than  the  regular 
busioess  of  tne  bank."  This,  sir,  is  a  chai^ 
which  turns  upon  facts.  I  am  entirely  ignorant 
of  them,  as  no  disclosure  has  been  made  on  the 
subject  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is 
botmd  to  show  some  proof  to  sustain  them: 


but,  in  the  absence  of  proof  to  aubetanUate  tin 
charge,  I  may  take  it  for  granted  the  bank  por- 
sned  the  same  course  in  makiug  their  loans  and 
discounts  to  the  lawyers,  editors,  and  printcn, 
as  they  punned  in  regard  to  every  other  dais. 
If  the  bank  had  done  otherwise — if  it  liad  pre- 
scribed these  olasMS  ot  citizens,  it  wonid  not 
have  discharged  its  duty.  I  can  well  imagine 
that  printers  and  editors,  in  certain  etea, 
which  might  be  stated,  would  not  bo  proper 
subjects  for  public  patronage ;  tlmt  objecti<as 
might  be  urged  to  the  practice  of  appointing 
them  to  office,  when  the  natural  conseqaenca 
would  be  to  impur  the  perfect  freedom  of  the 
press,  and  make  it  subservient  to  the  will  of 
those  having  patronage  to  bestow. 

Buoh  objections  have  been  ui^ed  against  th« 
last  as  well  as  the  present  Administr^on ;  but 
this  objectiou  was  founded  altt^ether  on  pc^- 
oal  grounds.  Bnt  I  have  never  yet  hwd  it 
maintained  that  a  printer  or  editor  was,  bj  my 

Srinciple  in  law  or  morality,  to  be  held  ai^ 
eemed  so  destitute  of  credit  as  to  be  precluded 
from  obt^ing  a  loan  from  a  bank.  If  there  be 
such  a  principle  in  either  the  commercial  oc 

KUtical  code  of  the  country,  I  am  entirdy  at  a 
IS  for  the  grounds  of  it  Along  vrith  the 
editorial  corps,  the  lawyers,  too,  come  within 
the  scope  of  tJie  gentleman's  proscription.  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  upon  what  poMbIa 
grounds  they  can  be  precluded  from  enj^ii^ 
the  facilities  of  bank  lusoounts.  Are  tbey  oat 
entitled  to  have  the  same  privileges  as  other 
men  t  Are  we  to  reocvniie  different  orders  in 
the  country  I  Shall  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  be  constituted  into  a  sort  of  moral  Areop- 
agus, widi  authority  to  place  whole  claswi  of 
the  community  nnder  the  ban  I      On  this  mb- 

i'ect  I  may  posnbly  have  some  oprit  dit  e&rf, 
aviug  once  been  a  member  of  &e  profemoa 
of  law ;  bnt  in  the  state  of  things  which  the 
gentleman  seems  to  desire,  I  should  nginl 
myself  fortunate  in  having'  abandoned  it  But 
the  whole  foundation  for  this  charge,  I  wiD 
venture  to  say,  when  investigated,  will  turn  out, 
although  thus  gravely  nrged  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  nothing  more  th«n 
that  it  bad  the  audacity  to  employ  some  eminent 
lawyer,  who  gave  an  opinion  in  favOT  of  the 
legality  of  those  checks,  the  iKue  of  which  bj 
the  bank  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  so  modi 
deprecates.  And  althongh  that  opiniim  may 
not  be  gratifying  to  that  geDtiemaa ;  and  tbon^ 
he  may  not  approve  of  the  bank  employing  it* 
frmds  for  the  purpose  ot  getting  sneh  an  opinka, 
the  stockholders,  who  are  tiie  only  penons 
interested  in  this  matter,  will  no  doubt  Bay  the 
money  for  that  purpose  was  well  laid  out  The 
bank  directors  acted  properly  in  getting  a  pro- 
fessional opinion,  to  put  a  stou  to  the  charge 
which  was  bruited  throughout  tJie  couatiy.  thtf 
they  were  making  issues  of  spnrions  paper,  t<x 
which  the  bank  was  not  responnble. 

The  next  charge  ia,  "  that  the  bank  made  a 
distinction  in  selling  billa  of  exchange, "  This 
Isonlcxtnded. 
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The  ei^th  oharge  is,  that  tli«  bank  has  naed 
nodne  sod  impropw  "  practJoes  to  indtuw  tiie 
lo«4l  bviks  to  petition  Oongresa  for  a  renewal 
ai  ila  oharter,  sud  thna  impose  apon  Oongreas 
bj  fUse  clamor."  Now,  sir,  this  u,  in  ita  very 
natnre,  and  dpoq  ita  very  fiaoe,  a  charge  foopded 
not  apon  eviaenee,  bnt  BDrmise  and  oonjectare, 
■od  I  tJierefore  pan  it  oto'  aa  neritisg  no 
aerioos  attentioii,  owing  to  its  Tagneneaa. 

The  gentleman  next  proposes  "  that  an  in- 
quiry ahonld   be  institntw   as  to   t^e   actual 


d  requires  no  special  notioo.  Nor  can  I  par- 
cuve  on  what  ^ond  It  is  proposed  that  an 
inqairy  bo  made  into  the  aotaal  condition  of  the 
bank,  its  debts  and  oredits;  how  mach  it  has 
increased  ita  debia  and  diminished  ita  means  to 
psy  within  the  last  year.  How  much  it  baa  in- 
maMd  its  oredita  and  moltiplied  its  debtors, 
■incB  tiie  Fremdeot'B  Ifewsge  tn  ISSQ,  without 
ability  to  take  bp  the  notea  it  has  issaed,  and 
pa;  ita  dq>oaita.  With  regard  to  this,  there 
is  nothing  in  iL  Tlie  particnlare  sought  for 
are  folly  and  satia&otorily  disotoaed  m  the 
monthiy  aeooonta  rendered  to  the  Treasary, 
tod  the  annnal  aooonnts  rendered  to  the  stock- 
holden.  A  reference  to  these  aoconnta  will 
•atii^  the  gentlwnan,  without  farther  tronble, 
that  the  ara^  of  the  bank  have  been  prudently 
condncled,  aod  that  it  is  not  only  able  to  pay 
its  debta,  bat  has  fnlfilled  all  its  obligations, 
sod  performed  all  ita  diUdea,  in  a  manner  that 
ahoald  be  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people  and 
to  the  Qov^nmMit  aa  well  as  to  the  stoclc- 
holdets. 

'Hie  next  allegatiixi  of  tiie  gentleman  is  "that 
die  bank  has  made  ezoaa^ve  iasnea,  all  on 
pablie  depoeita." 

Now,  BIT,  if  the  Bank  of  the  ITnited  States  is 
obDDiioQB  to  oensore  in  this  respect,  there  is  no 
bank  in  the  whole  Union  that  can  escape  con- 
demnstion.  For  I  may  ventore  to  assert  that 
there  is  not  one  which  is  not  anthoriaed,  by  the 
terms  of  ita  oharter,  and  which  does  not,  in 
point  of  fact,  iaaa«  a  loi^r  amoont   of  bills. 


United  States.    I  say  it  boldly,  that  there 
DO  bank  in  the  conntryj  and  never  has  been, 
which  has  oondneted  its  lasnes  with  more  per- 
fect safety  to  all  the  interests  involved.    Let 
the  available  means  of  the  bank  be  oonsidered 


liity  millions ;  of  which  a  snm  gnfflcient  to  pay 
■11  the  notes  in  ctrcolaUon  conid  be  converted 
into  specie  on  the  shorteet  notice.  It  would 
not  be  hacaiding  mnch  to  say  that  if  a  nm  was 
made  upon  the  bank  for  specie,  it  could  redeem 
ill  iu  notes  in  eircalation  in  the  short  space  of 
giity  daya;  a  fact  which  certainly  oannot  be 
predicated  of  any  other  bank. 

The  honorable  member  from  Qeo^a  seems 
to  dissent  from  this,  however,  becaose  the 
Epedfi  in  its  vanlts  amounts  to  only  seven  or 


eight  millions.  Why,  sir,  does  it  not  ooonr  to 
tl^t  gentleman,  that  tlie  available  resourcea  of 
a  bank  are  not  alone  the  spede  in  ita  vanlta, 
bat  that  it  baa  other  funds  eqnally  as  available 
aa  specie  I  The  notea  of  State  banks  converti- 
ble mto  spede,  and  the  funded  debt  owned  by 
the  bank,  may  be  furly  estimated  aa  oaah,  iu 
the  operations  of  the  bank.  In  addition  to 
thes&  the  disoonnted  notee  and  bills  of  exchange 
which  the  bank  holds,  to  the  amount  of  aome 
sixty  millions  pnls  it  in  ita  power,  at  all  times, 
to  (wl  in  to  the  amount  of  five  or  ten  millioDB 
more,  to  meet  any  extraordinary  demand  for 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  proaperity  of  the  bank 
and  ita  reeoorcea ;  and  I  leave  it  to  thia  Honsa 
to  decide  "  whether  it  be  real  or  delniive." 

The  next  inquiry  which  the  Mntlemao  from 
Qeorgia  proposes  to  make  by  the  agency  of  a 
Select  Obmmittee,  relates  to  "  the  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  sent  from 
Southern  and  Weetem  branches  to  the  parent 
bank  since  its  establishment  in  1817."  The 
amount,  says  the  specification  "  is  supposed 
to  be  fifteen  or  twenty  milliona,  and,  with  bank 
interest  on  bank  debts,  ctmstitatea  a  ejetcem  of 
the  moat  intolerable  oppresritHi  of  tJko  Boutb 
and  West  The  gold  and  silver  tii  the  South 
and  West  have  been  drawn  to  the  mother  bank, 
mostly  by  the  agency  of  that  tmlawful  cnrTen<7 
created  by  the  bmnob  bank  orders."  I  would 
remark,  sir,  that  the  transfte  of  spede,  like  Qtat 
of  any  other  artide,  is  regnlated  by  the  aoorse 
of  commercial  exchange,  and  the  demands  of 
the  difierent  parts  of  t£e  Union.  To  oomplun 
that  this  transfer  is  performed  by  the  bankj 
almost  free  of  all  charge,  ia  to  oomplaia  of 
one  of  its  moat  salatary  and  benefidal  opera- 
tions. Let  me  tell  tiie  gentleman  frum  Qem^ 
that  he  has  entirely  n^^aken  the  oanae  of  ttaeM 
oppressive  drafia  for  spade  dpon  the  Southern 
and  We^m  Statea.  fie  eeema  to  me  to  have 
been  singularly  unfortunate  in  aaoribing  theaa 
oppressive  drafts  for  spede  to  the  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  by  the  BonUiem  and  Western 
branchea  on  the  mother  bank,  la  no  reepeot 
has  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  rendered 
more  essential  service  to  the  country,  and 
granted  greater  commerdal  fadlitlea  to  the 

Cple,  than  in  the  very.  matl«r  which  is  her* 
ught  up  in  judgment  agmnst  it.  The  gentle- 
man has  mistaken  the  hand  tliat  mitigates  the 
burden  lor  the  hand  tliat  imposes  it.  A  ban 
reference  to  the  ooorse  of  trade  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  Union  will  verify  what  I 
have  saii  For  example,  the  Western  Eirmer 
sends  his  lire  stock  to  Oharleston  or  Savannah, 
and  sella  it  for  money.  Aa  these  citdes  are  not 
the  markets  in  which  be  can  most  advanta- 
geously make  his  purchases  of  goods,  he  would 
most  assuredly  demand  specie  for  the  local 
bank  notes  obtained  for  his  live  stodt,  in  order 
to  make  hia  pnrcbasea  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, if  it  were  not  that-the  branchee  of  the 
United  States  Bank  fnraiah  drafts  or  oheoka  oa 
theae  dttes,  which  ore,  for  all  the  purpose!  of 
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th«  Weetem  farmers,  better  than  spede.  With 
these  drafts  the  Western  merchants  pay  fbr  the 
merahandise  which  sapplies  the  Weetem  mar- 
ket, and  the  whole  circle  of  this  domestic  com- 
meroe  is  completed  withoat  tlie  use  of  a  dollar 
of  specie.  It  is  obvioas,  therefore,  that  this 
very  operatdon  of  the  bank,  apoa  which  the 
gentleman  ohargee  tbe  oppression  of  the  South 
and  Weet^  ia  that  which  tends  most  powerfollf 
to  relieve  them  from  oppresnon. 

But  these  parte  of  the  Union  are  snl^ect  to 
very  oppressive  drafts,  I  admit,  from  a  verj 
dUFerent  soorce,  however,  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  is,  ur,  from  the  fiscal  op- 
erations of  this  Government,  from  the  large 
amount  of  revenue  levied  and  collected  in  these 
ports  of  the  Union,  and  disbnrsed  in  other  parts 
of  it^  that  these  oppressive  drafts  proceed. 
And  if  tbe  gentleman  would  look  a  little  deeper 
into  the  matter,  be  would  find  that  here,  also, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  thoogh  it  is 
nnavoidabl;'  tbe  agent  of  the  Govemineat  in 
making  these  drafts,  performs  tbe  daty  in  such 
a  way  as  to  diminish  tiie  iiynrj  inflicted  to  a 
very  great  extent,  in  oomparisoa  with  what  it 
woold  be  if  the  same  dn^  were  performed  by 
any  other  agent.  If  there  were  no  Bank  of  the 
United  Statee,  and  tiie  Government  deftosits 
were  made  in  the  local  banks,  what  wonld  be 
the  effect  of  levying  and  disborsing  the  pubUo 
revenue  upon  the  Southern  Stateet  If  it  be 
astnmed  that  three  millions  of  revenue  are  col- 
lected in  Oharleston  and  Savannah,  and  only 
five  hnadred  thoosand  expended  in  tbe  South, 
it  would  follow  that  two  million  five  hundred 
tiiouaaud  would  remain  to  be  transferred,  prob- 
ably to  Ncofolk  and  this  oi^,  for  disbursement. 
In  this  state  of  thinoi,  if  tbe  Govenmuit  mode 
ti>  depostB  in  tbe  tooal  banks,  and  these  were 
bonnd,  Uke  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to 
place  these  fimds  wherever  the  wants  of  the 
Qovemment  midit  require  them,  I  ask,  in  wliat 
TiiMiniiT  would  wey  be  able  to  make  this  trans- 
fer I  Their  bills,  whatever  might  be  their 
credit  in  Oharleston  and  Savumah,  would  not 
be  reotived  in  Norfolk  and  Washington.  Hav- 
ing no  branohea  at  these  P^ces,  they  could  not 
|dve  draftf  on  them.  Thur  only  resonrce, 
ttierefor^  would  be  to  transport  ttie  spade,  or 
pnnhase  bills  of  exchange  at  a  very  high  rata, 
certainly  much  beyond  the  rate  which  sow 
exists  between  those  points  of  the  Union.  If 
the  notes  deposited  by  the  Government  were  in 
other  banks  than  those  in  which  the  deposits 
werv  made,  the  specie  would  be  demanded  for 
them.  Then,  sir,  tnere  wonld  be  a  real  cry  of 
distress,  a  olamor  that  would  make  the  very 
welkin  ring.  The  oppression  in  this  case  would 
not  be  imaginary,  bnt  real ;  an  oppression  r»- 
anlting  from  the  unmitigated  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment levying  heavy  oontrlbntions  fhim  tbe 
pec^le,  uid  req^ring  it  to  be  paid  in  a  medium 
which  could  not  be  obt^ned. 

Sir,  U  is  the  hi^est  enlodnm  that  ean  be 
pronounced  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  State^ 
tltat  it  provides  the  Government  with  a  sound 
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currency,  of  perfectly  uniform  valu&  at  'all 
places,  for  all  its  fiscal  operations ;  ana  at  the 
same  tame  enables  that  Government  to  collect 
and  disburse  its  immeDse  revennee  in  the  mode 
least  oppressive  to  the  community.  If  the  same 
fimDtiotiB  were  exdumvely  devolved  npon  the 
State  banks,  my  reputation  on  it,  tbe  abaolote 
distresses  and  neceesitiea  >d  the  oonntry  wonld 
drive  those  banks  into  tbe  £ti«l  pft&cj  of  ras- 
pending  specie  p^ments  in  twdve  months. 

I  am  now  approaching  the  dooe  id  this  long 
list  of  spedfialiana,  and  I  am  heartily  gW  of 
it  \  for  I  have  already  committed  a  much  longer 
tre^HUs  on  tbe  attention  of  the  Honse  than  I 
intended. 

The  fourteenth  charge  is, "  the  establisbmeot 
of  agencies,  in  different  States,  onder  the  direc- 
tion and  management  of  one  person  only,  to 
deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  and  to  transact  «^er 


in  the  charter  which  forbids  the  e 
of  BQoh  an  agency,  and  I  am  eqnally  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  any  snch  agency  has  been  estab- 
lished. I  can  very  well  imagina  however,  tb*l 
circumstances  might  render  it  inexpedient  to 
establish  a  branch  of  the  bank  where  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  would  be  greatly  promoted 
by  such  an  agMiey  as  the  gentleman  has  de- 
nounced as  a  violation  of  the  charter.  It  is 
quite  a  new  idea  to  me,  dr,  that  ihs  exprcN 
authority  given  to  tbe  bank  to  deal  in  bQls  of 
exchange  should  be  constmotively  limited  te 
mch  dealing  as  ia  effected  by  the  agency  of  a 
branch  bank. 

I  come  now  to  the  flfteenlfa  and  last  roedfi- 
cation:  '^  Giving  authority  to  State  banlu  to 
discount  their  bills  without  authority  from  tbs 
TreasHry." 

I  confew,  nr,  I  am  at  some  loes  to  nnderstsod 
what  it  is  that  the  gentleman  means  to  condemn 
in  this  last  count  of  hie  indictment.  Doei  he 
re^y  suppose  that  tbe  State  banks  would  not 
be  antbonzed  to  discoont  the  bills  of  the  UaiUd 
States  Bank,  without  special  authoritj  from 
that  bank  to  do  so  t  or  that  any  autboritir  of 
that  kind  oonld  give  tbem  a  greater  right,  in 
that  respect,  than  they  have  without  such 
authority  I  The  honorable  member  nught  tt 
well  make  it  a  charge  agfunst  me,  that  in 
making  a  note  I  promised  tcr  pt^  the  anm 
stipul^ed  to  the  bearer,  and  thenby  aothorizMl 
tbe  pa7ee  to  negotiate  it  to  whom  he  pkawd. 
All  bank  notes  are  payable  to  the  bearer,  tod 
every  bank  may  lawfiUly  discomit  the  bllb  of 
every  other  bank.  Upon  the  whole,  sir,  if  I 
understand  this  charge,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  and  fanciftd  cbajges  that  cu  be 
conceived ;  but  I  must  admit  thiU  it  is  b  per- 
fect keeping  with  the  general  tenor  of  tbe  rnde 
accusation.  It  is  fit  and  ^)piapriate,  nt,  that 
an  indictment  which  eommenoee  with  thegrava 


and  sdemn  ehar[^  of  stamping  and  paiotiDg  ibe 
paper  on  which  its  checks  are  writl«i^  aad  pff* 
tliemin  the  plaee  tf 
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bulk  bills,  ahonld  eonclnde  with  the  eqaollj' 

Kwe  and  Bolems  charge  of  permitting  the  State 
nlia  to  diaconnt  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  fitatea,  without  the  aathority  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  1 

And  now,  sir,  hariDg  gone  throngh  the  long 
list  of  the  anggested  Tiolatioiia  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank,  ana  of  other  alleged  abuses  deemed 
worthy  of  Inqniry  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  I  most  be  pemiitted  to  any  that  the 
bank  baa  great  cause  to  rejoice  that  do  graver 
ohargeB  can  be  bronght  againat  it.  For,  air, 
with  the  exception  of  the  crime  of  being  sus- 
peat«d  of  a  secret  nndemtandiiig  with  brokers 
to  cheat  the  GoTemmeDt,  and  one  or  two 
kindred  charges,  resting  on  the  same  shadowy 
foundation,  we  have  heard  nothing  bnt  the 
stale  and  hackneyed  and  exploded  imputations 
that  hftTe  been  already  reiterated  a  hnndred 
times  against  the  bank,  and  as  many  times 
refhted.  I  think  it  most  be  apparent  that  this 
institntion  has  toUj  perfbnned  the  great  duty 
of  snpplying  and  preserving  a  aonnd  and  nni- 
tbrm  currency,  and  all  its  other  obligations, 
both  to  the  Govemnient  and  to  the  country. 

I  win  aay  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  course 
which  I  think  wisdom,  and  prndenrw,  and  jos- 
tice,  coDcor  in  recommending  this  Honse  to 
pQiaue  in  relation  to  the  resolution  snbmitted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia.  I  have  alread; 
adrerted  to  the  delicate  nature  of  bank  credit, 
and  the  oonseqnent  effect  of  instituting  the  pro- 
posed proceeding,  on  the  extensive  iotereata 
Involved  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  A 
large  portion  of  the  stock  of  this  institation 
belongs  to  the  widow  and  (be  orphan ;  in  manj 
instanoca,  perhaps,  their  sole  support  and  in- 
heritaac&  As  the  guardians  of  these  interests, 
therefore,  we  are  called  apon  to  protect  the  insti- 
tution in  whose  deetioy  they  must  be  involved 
against  ever;  charge  which  may  be  preferred 
DpoD  mere  soroicion,  at  the  same  time  that  we 
are  ooder  the  higfaeet  obligations  to  the  pnblic 
to  prosecnte  every  charge  which  may  be  bronght 
forward  npon  sufficient  authority.  Most  of  the 
charges  preferred  by  the  gentiemait  from  Qeor- 
gia are  of  a  nature  to  preclude  the  idea  of  a 
Select  Oommittee  of  investigation,  admitting 
them  to  be  well  founded  in  fiwt— the  legality  or 
Illegality  of  punted  anA  stamped  ohecKs,  non- 
Qser  of  the  charter,  building  houses  to  rent,  the 
refhsal  to  receive  uie  notes  of  all  the  branches 
indiscriminately  :  these  and  most  of  Uie  other 
charges  turn  upon  facts  which  are  not  contro' 
verted  by  either  party.  The  questions  tbey 
present,  therefore,  are  i^nestiona  of  law  and  of 

Stneral  policy,  which  this  Honse  is  better  qnali- 
^  to  decide  than  any  committee. 
I  am,  therefore,  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
appointment'  of  this  inquisitorial  commission, 
nntil  some  facta  are  brought  forward,  sufficient, 
St  least,  to  raise  a  presumption  against  the 
l>ank.  After  hearing  the  further  explanations 
whidi  the  sentlemau  from  Qeoreia  may  dedre 
to  make,  I  trust,  therefore,  if  he  adduces  no 
more  mibstsntial  groandB  of  aconsaUoD  than  we 
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have  already  heard,  that  the  House  will  give 
each  a  direction  to  thia  matter  as  will  arraat  tba 
whole  proceeding. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  regarda 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  aa  a  great 
national  curse,  and  I  can,  therefore,  very  well 
conceive  that  his  mind  will  give  credence  to 
mnch  slighter  evidenoe  against  the  bank  than 
would  satisfy  a  mind  differentiy  prepoaaeaaed, 
or  haviog  no  preposaeasions  of  any  kind.  I  am 
convinced  of  the  perfect  sinoerity  in  which 
these  charges  have  been  preferred  against  Uie 
bank,  and  that  the  gentieman  from  Qeorgia  haa 
not  brought  them  forward  at  this  particular 
time,  with  a  view  to  aocompliah,  indirectly,  any 
object  which  he  does  not  avow.  But,  air,  I 
cannot  be  blind  to  the  fact,  that  if  this  resoln- ' 
tion  ahonld  be  adopted  by  the  House,  and  a 
Select  Oommittee  should  be  sent  off  to  Plula- 
delphia  to  investigate  these  vague  and  indefinite 
charges,  there  is  a  Strang  probability  that  the 
important  question  of  renewing  the  charter  of 
the  bank  will  not  be  decided  during  the  present 
session.  When  the  bank  preaented  the  memo- 
rial asking  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  the 
proper  occa^oa  was  presented  for  insUtoting 
this  inquiry.  If  this  conrae  had  been  then  pro- 
posed, and  any  reasonable  grounds  had  been 
presented,  I  should  have  cheerfully  voted  fbr  a 
!!>eleot  Committee.  Bnt  as  the  probable  eflfeet 
of  instituting  this  proceeding  now,  will  be  to 
postpone  a  great  and  important  measure,  which 
the  publio  requires  to  be  speedily  decided,  I 
cannot  give  my  assent  to  it,  until  a  suffltuent 
show  of  evidence  shall  be  produced  to  make 
out  a  probable  cause  for  the  prosecution,  and  to 
countervail  the  presumption  «if  innocence,  which 
is  rused  by  the  general  character  of  tUe  direc- 
tors of  the  back,  for  Integrity,  fidelity,  and 
abUity. 

In  condosion,  sir,  I  will  repeat  the  declara- 
tion I  have  alrettdy  made,  that  if  the  honorable 
member  fh>m  Qeorgia  will  atate^  upon  hit 
responnbility  aa  a  member  of  this  Hooae^  that 
there  is  any  respectable  man  who  has  assnred 
him  that  be  will  prove  against  the  bank  the 
alleged  ohargea  of  corrupt  dealing  with  broken 
or  any  other  description  of  persons,  I  will  ^ve 
my  vote  for  creating  this  special  eommiaaion, 
be  the  cost  and  be  the  consequenoes  what  they 
may.  But,  in  the  fsilnre  of  the  gentiemdn  to 
give  thia  assurance,  I  aball  feel  constrained  by 
every  con^eration  to  give  my  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  MoD.  having  conclndei^ 

Mr.  pATTOir,  of  Va,,  obtained  the  floor ;  but, 
as  it' now  wanted  bat  five  minutes  of  four 
o'clock,  at  which  hour  the  Honse  had  on  Friday 
a^eed  to  take  a  recces  until  seven  o'clock,  then 
to  take  up  the  Post  Office  bill,  he  moved  an 
adjournment.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  the 
Honse  amounted  to  seven  o'clock  P.  U. 

The  House  resDmed  its  season  at  seven 
o'clock,  and  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  establishing  certain  poet  roatea,  and 
disoontiiming  othera. 
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Fbidat,  Febroary  23. 

Baai  6f  tA»  Uhittd  State* — Inquiry  into   it» 

Gmduet. 

The  House  rasnined  the  eoDaideration  of  the 
fcdlowin^  r«s(dntioii,  offered .  by  Hr.  Ci^ttos, 
of  Georgia: 

Satliud,  That  t.  3eleeC  Committee  be  appointed 
to  CMinlDe  into  tin  &t&in  of  tbs  Buk  of  tbe 
United  Sutee,  with  power  to  send  for  peraone  and 
puien,  and  to  report  the  naolt  of  their  Inquiriei  to 
tbUBoiiM. 

Hr.  Fattoit,  of  Yirginio,  rose,  and  Bud,  when 
he  obtained  the  floor  yeeterdaj,  he  wiHhed  to 
prweat  to  tlie  ooosideratioii  of  the  House  a  few 
reasons  whioh  utisfied  his  mind  that  they 
oog^t  to  adopt  the  rsftolntion  offered  by  the 
gentlenuw  frwa  Qeorgla. 

What  is  iti  It  asks  tbat  an  inqouy  may  be 
liutitated  Into  the  condition  of  a  large  moneyed 
oorponttion,  having  vast  inflnenoe  npon  the 
onrronoy  and  conuneroe  of  the  nation,  invested 
with  vast  powers  which  it  baa  been  olothad 
with  for  twenty  years,  and  those  powers  cairy- 
iog  with  thorn  eialnmve  and  valuable  priTileges 
dniing  the  some  period  of  time.  We  are  oailed 
on  by  this  ofwporation  to  oontuine  these  powers, 
to  renew  these  pririlegea,  and  to  allow  it  to 
enjoy  these  proflta,  for  another  period  of  twenty 

esara.  A  member  rises  in  his  place,  in  this 
oose,  and  presents  a  long  list  of  charges,  grave 
ohargeB,  and  seriously  afieoting  the  integrity 
and  fldelity  with  whioh  the  powers  heretofore 
conferred  have  been  exercised ;  declares  that 
he  verily  believee  these  ohai^ea  or  many  of 
them  cm  be  mstained  by  proofs  if  yon  will 
fomiah  the  means  of  making  the  investigation. 

It  is  ^ot  wonderM  that  an  amplication  so 
reasonable  as  this  should  be  resisted  by  tbe 
frienda  of  the  institntion,  sapposing  the  charges 
to  be  snstained,  the  facta  to  be  proved ;  it 
wonld  appear  that  the  institntion  had  exceeded 
ita  chartered  Units,  had  ebnsed  ita  powers,  had 
employed  ita  fiinda  in  bribery,  had  commit^  a 
frand  npon  its  charter  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  indirectly  that  which  the  antbority  to  do 
when  asked  from  Congreas  was  rcfoaed,  and 
that  it  had  been  guilty  of  nsnry.  And  yet,  in 
the  &ae  of  snoh  grave  chaisee  as  these,  we  are 
called  on  hastily  and  blindly  to  re-create  this 
oorpbration.  Not  to  do  an  act  of  ordinary 
le^ialation  whioU  coold  be  repealed  next  year, 
If  it  was  fonnd  that  it  had  been  unwisely  en- 
acted ;  bat  to  make  a  law  which  divests  as  of 
the  power  of  rimilar  legislation  for  twenty 
years.  Fass  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  without  inquiry,  and  it  cannot  be  re- 
called— "  v«lat  irreweabiU  verbum" — do  matter 
how  clearly  the  proofe  of  nanrpatioo,  abnse,  and 
oorruption  may  then  appear.  And  yet  yon 
oannot  allow  the  inquiry.    And  why  not! 

The  first  objection  seenis  to  be  that  the 
charges  are  not  sufficiently  minate ;  not  aooom- 
psiued  with  dotted  speoifications  of  time, 
plaoe,  and  manner.  This  oljeotion  seems  to  be 
ID  the  nature  of  a  special  demurrer  to  the  in- 


dictment a^^nst  tbe  bank,  as  the  graitlemaa 
from  Qeorgia  called  his  charges-  an  appelUim 
which,  periiap^  was  not  euctly  appropriate. 
I  wonld  call  it  a  preeoitment,  and  tlM  Oongrcss 
of  the  United  Btatea  the  grand  Jory,  whow 
duty  it  ia  to  bivestigate  the  obargea,  to  hear  Ibe 
proofs,  to  ezanune  tiie  witnesses.  Bat  we  ti« 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroliaa 
(Vr.  MoDumm)  that  these  charges  arc  aocom- 
panied  by  no  proof.  Why,  the  very  otject  of 
the  resolation  ia  to  procore  the  proof.  If  we 
had  the  proof,  the  mqniry  wonld  be  idle  and 
nnneoenary ;  and  yet  we  are  told  we  ^lail  not 
have  the  investigation,  because  we  do  not  pro- 
dnoe  that  which  it  is  the  very  purpose  oi  invM- 
tigation  to  procure,  and  which,  from  tbe  v*iy 
nature  of  the  sabject,  cannot  be  procnnd,  iHTt 
in  the  mode  indicated  by  the  resIdntioiL  Sir, 
this  is  mockery. 

I  do  not  mean  to  enter  upon  a  detailed  ex- 
amination of  all  the  items  of  complaint  tgHnst 
the  bank,  bnt  to  examine  one  or  two  of  tiaa; 
and  if  it  shall  appear,  in  relation  to  them,  that 
the  bank  has  apparently  violated  Ita  charter, 
and  abnsed  its  power,  it  onght  to  be  sufficient 

show  that  we  want  no  other  evidence  that  i 
farther  and  foller  inveetigation  ought  to  be 
made.  Weshall  want  no  witness,  no  voocba: 
if  one  instance  of  flagrant  abnse  can  be  m*d« 
ont,  I  wonld  act  npon  the  principle  "a  ia» 
diiee  omntt,"  so  far  aa  to  vote  for  the  inquiry. 
For  this  purpose,  in  the  fint  place,  I  ask  tbe 
attention  of  the  Honse  to  the  practice  of  the 
bank,  for  several  years  past,  in  issuing  diecb 
~~  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  braoohes  do 

)  mother  bank ;    bills  of  exchange,  w  Ib^ 

I  denomiitat«d  by  tboee  who  justify  theprao- 
tice  here;  bank  notes,  as  the  bank  itedf  destg- 
"lies  them. 

What,  asked  Mr.  F.,  is  the  history  i^  tbii 
practice  I  The  charter  f(H-bids  tbe  bank  from 
lasoing  any  bank  bills  or  notes,  which  areoot 
dgned  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  and  coan- 
terngned  by  the  caabier.  I  have  heard  it  Mid 
that,  when  the  question  of  creatine  the  bank 
was  under  conrideration,  in  IBIT,  the  impoM- 
bility  of  these  two  officers  signing  as  may 
notes  of  tbe  smeller  denominations  as  miriit  be 
thought  convenient  or  naefol  for  the  l>ai£,  «r» 
LtJcipat«d.  Yet  the  «ntbority  to  sign  note* 
r  cironlation  waa  restricted-  as  before  elated 

was  intended  that  tbe  bank  should  not  htm 
it  in  its  power  to  supply  the  whole  dronlation, 
and  to  drive  the  notes  of  ^e  BWie  banks  ont 
of  circulation.  It  was  created  t<x  nstiMul 
purposes,  and  to  subserve  great  and  gcnenl 
interests ;  dedgned  to  preserve  the  State  banb 
in  a  condition  of  healthful  vigor,  not  to  destioy 
them.  Whether  I  am  correctly  infonued  or 
not,  (and  I  do  not  vonch  for  it,)  as  lo  this  hav- 
ing been  considered  when  the  charter  rti 
granted,  it  is  certain  that  the  bank,  in  ISSO  tad 
1S21,  fdt  itself  trammelled  by  Uie  restrietim, 
and,  in  each  of  those  years,  the  Wik  pr«aenttd 
its  memorial  to  Congress,  oomnlaining  of  thu 
limitation  ap<HX  its  power  to  issae  oote^  •<» 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  OONOBESS. 


FkBmiT,  1888.] 


Ami  ttfOit  nmttd  Si 


■sked  to  be  allowed  to  appoint  so  agent  and  a 
register,  witli  antbority  and  for  the  porpoee  of 
signing  and  conntersigning  nut«e,  in  tJie  aame 
mmoner  as  the  predoent  and  cashier  were 
Mitborized.  The  memorial  in  the  House  of 
Bepr«wntaldTea  was  referred  to  a.  Seleot  Oom- 
mittee,  oompoeed  of  the  friends  of  the  bank,  for 
at  least  a  m^oritj,)  and  a  bill  passed  tae 
Benste,  giving  the  anthorit;  wbioh  was  oded, 
and  alio  referred  to  the  same  oommittee.  Nei- 
ther the  memorial  nor  the  bill  were  reported  upon 
by  the  oonunittee.  Some  two  or  three  jeara 
afterwards,  if  I  am  oorrecUf  informed  in  1836, 
the   bank,  finding  it  ooold  not  prooore  the 


means  to  do  the  same  thing  indirectly ;  and 
thej  aeoomplished  it  hj  adopting  these  things 
which  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Oarotina  colls 
bills  of  exohaoge.  Now,  it  is  trae  the;  are, 
whea  Arat  issaedj  bills  of  exchange,  or  oheoka 
iip<Hi  the  mother  bank,  in  form,  bat  not  in  snb- 
stoDoe.  In  terms  tbej  are  so^  but  not  in  reality. 
Ther  Imve  the  outward  dow  and  appearanoe 
of  uiB  ordinary  bank  notes.  They  issue  from 
the  branch  banks  in  the  same  way,  and  for  the 
aame  pnrposea,  as  bank  notee ;  they  are  not 
treatea  by  those  who  receive  them,  nor  designed 
by  those  who  issue  them  to  be  treated  as  diUb 
of  exchang&  They  are  issned  and  reissned  pre- 
daely  as  bank  notes.  What  are  the  incidents 
of  a  bill  of  exchange!  One  is,  that  it  most  be 
presented  in  a  reasonable  tdme  for  payment,  if 
no  time  of  payment  be  expressed ;  and,  if  not 
paid,  reasonable  notice  moat  be  given,  that  ia, 
by  the  next  mail,  in  order  to  fix  Uio  liability  of 
the  drawer  and  endorwr.  A  Tennessee  farmer, 
or  Eentneky  ht^  drover,  would  look  very 
queer,  if^  on  presenting  one  of  these  billa  of 
exchange,  whioh  he  was  simple  enough  to  think 
looked  very  like  a  bank  nota,  to  the  branch  at 
NasbTitle  or  Lexington,  he  were  to  be  told,  we 
eanitot  pay  this ;  this  is  a  bill  of  exchange ;  we 
have  not  promised  to  pay  it;  yon  most  go  on 
to  Philadelphia,  present  it  at  the  mother  bank ; 
if  it  is  not  paid,  give  oa  notice  by  the  next 
mail,  and  then  we  will  see  abont  it.  Again, 
bills  of  exchange  are  intended  for  remittani;e, 
not  far  circulation  as  oarrency.  These  notes 
or  bills  are  intended  for  and  used  as  onrreuoy. 
Axiother  qoality  of  a  bill  of  exchange  is, 
that,  when  it  has  been  once  paid  and  ts^en  in, 
it  hiis  performed  its  fonotion,  is  dead,  cannot 
be  revived.    These 

"  Things  one  knows  not  wliat  to  call, 
"Dieir  generalioD'K  so  eqidvacal " — 
■re  iMued  to-ilay  in  p^ment  to  A  B,  received 
back  from  0  D  to-morrow,  and  reissaed  to  JS  F 
the  next  day.  It  is  not  necessary  to  introduce 
anthority  to  show  that  a  fraud  upon  the  statato 
is  a  violation  of  iL  This  prinoiple,  as  it  hap- 
pens, is  clearly  and  expressly  stated  by  the 
Snpreme  Ooort  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 
vt.  Owens,  which  I  shall  have  occasion  pree- 
ently  to  ruer  to  on  another  point  of  the  disons- 


sion.  Have  we  not  reason  to  believe,  nay,  is  it 
not  proved,  that  the  charter  has  been  violated 
in  tMs  Darticulart  Has  not  a  frand  npon  the 
statute  been  committed  t  The  charter  does  not 
give  authority  to  issue  notes  signed  by  any- 
body but  the  president  and  cashier  of  the 
mother  bank.  Consdooa  of  this,  applioatjon  ia 
made  to  the  only  power  that  can  cwfer  it — it 
is  refused;  and  atr^htway  the  bank  does  in- 
directly what  it  is  forbidden  to  do  directly,  and 
issues  bank  notes  in  the  disguise  of  bills  of  ex- 
change. The  facts  1  have  stated  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  these  bills  or  checks  are 
employed,  are  notorious.  But  I  hare  in  mr 
hand  express  proof|  in  a  letter  from  the  prera- 
dent  of  the  bank  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury,  written  in  answer  to  certain  resolutions 
which  lately  passed  the  Senate  on  tiiia  subJeoL 
la  answer  to  the  first  resolnUon,  c^ling  for  the 
amount  of  the  oaper  onrrenoy  in  oirculatiou,  in 
the  form  of  oroers  drawn  by  the  presidents  of 
the  branch  l>anks  on  the  cashieP  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  he  answers:  of  five  dollar 
drafts,  $1,991,000 ;  of  ten  dollar  drafts,  tS,438,- 
000 ;  and  of  twenty  dollar  drafts,  $810,000. 
Total  in  oircnlation  now,  $5,020,000,  I  under- 
stand the  statement  whuh  accompanied  this 
letter,  and  which  I  have  not  seen,  shows  that 
about  $6,000,000  in  these  notes  have  been 
issued,  of  which  $3,000,000  are  in  the  vaults  of 
the  bank  ready  to  be  reissued  as  occasion  may 
require.  Another  fact  which  appears  from 
another  statement  which  accompanied  the  letter 
is,  that  silver  coin  and  bollion,  about  the  amonnt 
of  the  issne  of  these  notes,  was  drawn  from  the 
branch  banks  which  issued  them,  and  remitted 
to  the  parent  bank,  since  every  branch  bank 
began  to  issne  the  notes,  and  aboot  in-  the  pro- 
portion that  they  were  issned.  This  would  be 
very  natnral  and  proper,  if  these  notes  were 
what  they  profess  to  be.  If  they  were  really 
and  bona^iu  bills  of  exchange,  or  checks  on  the 
.mother  bank,  it  would  be  all  fair  and  right  that 
the  specie  should  go  where  they  were  to  be 
paid.  But  how  is  the  fact)  In  answer  to 
another  resolution,  the  president  of  the  bank 
says:  "The  branch  drafts  being  in  praoiioe 
substitutes  for  branch  notes,  are  considered  in 
all  respects  the  same,  like  branch  notes;  those 
of  five  dollars  are  received  at  all  the  branches ; 
those  above  five  dollars  are  not  necessarily 
received."  And  in  answer  to  another  inquiry, 
viz:  "whether  there  is  any  instruction  from 
the  directory  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
conunanding  the  drawers  of  those  orders  to  cash 
them  at  the  branohes  where  drawn,"  he  answers 
I  thns:  "No  instruction  was  given,  none  such 
being  necessary.  The  authority  to  issue  branch 
drafts  instead  of  branch  notes  was  understood 
to  place  both  on  the  same  footing."  It  included, 
of  oonrse,  the  obligation  to  pay  them  by  the 
branch  issuing  them,  to  receive  them  at  all  the 
branches  for  sums  of  five  dollars,  and  to  receive 
them  for  any  sum  on  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment. These  being  the  conditions  which  attach 
to  all  the  issues  of  the  bank. 
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Thiu  it  is  admitted  l^  tb«  prasident  of  the 
bank  that  theM  bill*  of  esohaiige  «ra  on  the 
ume  footing  with  branch  notes — in  «U  re- 
qMots  the  same.  In  other  words,  that  they  are 
not  pajatJe  at  the  mother  bank,  beeaiuo, 
Becoming  to  the  "new  lights"  woich  have 
shone  upon  the  bank  since  1819,  the  mother 
bank  is  not  boand  to  pay  the  branch  notes — 
not  payable  at  any  of  the  branohea,  but  that  from 
which  they  issue  regpeotively — payable  no- 
where, iu  short,  bnt  at  the  place  where,  aooord- 
inv  to  the  face  of  the  note,  they  are  not  payable, 
a^  where  tJiere  is  consequently  no  obligatioil 
to  pay  them.  The  gentleman  from  Boath 
Carolina  says  they  are  payable  etery  where—it 
turns  out  they  are  payaole  nowharfr-^hos  veri- 
fying the  adage  tnat  "  what  is  everybody's 
bnsiness,  is  nobody's  bnriness."  . 

Bnt  we  are  tcdd  by  the  gentleman  from  Soath 
Carolina  that  one  faot  oi^t  to  settle  this  mat- 
ter. The  question  as  to  the  validity  of  these 
notes,  and  the  fight  of  the  bank  to  issue  them, 
has  been  decided — a^ndioated  1  and  this  is  an- 
DOQDoed  as  if  we,  the  legialators  of  the  nation 
— the  representatives  of  the  people — were  to 
elose  oni  mouths  whenever  a  Judicial  dedeion 
has  been  made  npon  any  qnestion — as  if  every 
judge  was  to  be  oonnderea  a  "  Sir  Oracle,  and 
when  he  opes  his  month,  no  dog  must  bark." 
By  whom  decided?  By  one  of  the  cironit 
oonrts  of  the  United  States,  (some  other  oonrt 
Id  Ohio  decided  the  other  way.)  With  every 
respect  for  the  ability  and  legal  eruditdon  of  the 
jncjge  who  decided  the  case,  Imnst  be  permitted 
to  protest  ag^nst  yielding  snch  deferential 
homage  to  the  opinion  of  eveiy  federal  judge. 
It  is  enough  to  demand  that  weshoDldaouioirl- 
edge  the  Judicial  supremacy  of  the  whole  Su- 
preme Court,  to  wliioh  I  am  ready  to  pay  every 
deference  that  I  oouscieotdonsly  aaa. 

How  was  it  decided  t  Upon  the  trial  of  a 
oriminal  for  forging  one  of  these  I)raiich  bank 
orders,  I  do  not  know,  of  oontse,  how  the 
bidiotment  waa  drawn,  but  take  it  for  granted, 
the  district  attorney  took  oare  to  draw  it  so  as 
to  avoid  any  questjou  not  neoeasanl;  involved; 
and  if  so  drawn,  tiie  judge  had  about  as  moch 
to  do  with  the  qnestion  whether  the  order  wss 
of  valid  obligation  upon  the  United  States 
Bank,  as  with  the  qnestion  whether  the  moon 
is  made  of  green  cheese.  The  charter  of  the 
bank  makes  the  forging  "of  any  oheck 


order  drawn 


r  uther  of  its 


branches,"  crinunal  and  punishable  as  prescribed 
is  the  charter.  One  of  these  branch  notes  is 
certainly  an  order  or  oheck  drawn  on  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and,  if  genuine,  would 
have  made  the  individoal  who  drew  it,  and  him 
who  endorsed  it,  liable  to  the  holder,  even 
although  neither  the  parent  bank  nor  the 
branch  whose  ofBcers  drew  and  endorsed  it 
were  liable,  just  in  the  same  manner  as  if  a 
forgery  were  committed  by  making  a  check  or 
order  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
porting to  be  drawn  by  me  in  favor  of  my 
mend  who  uta  by  me,  whioli,  if  genuine,  would 


create  no  obligation  upon  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  as  I  am  sorry  to  s^  I  have  no 
money  there. 

On  the  whole,  therefor^  I  cannot  agree  witk 
the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carcdina  when  be 
says  that  if  the  genUemau  from  G«or^  doea 
not  admit  these  to  be  biUs  (rfezcbange,  it  most 
be  because  they  are  printed  and  painted.  On 
the  contrary,  I  cannot  oonoeive  how  any  man, 
after  this,  can  vindicate  the  bank  for  creating 
this  spnrions  droulatiou,  uslesa  he  is  prepared  M 
admit  that  this  institatioa  can  m^e  bank  notes 
in  any  way,  no  matter  how  oleariy  forbidden  by 
ito  charter,  if  it  will  only  print  and  paint  them, 
and  christen  them  as  bills  of  exchanges  che^s, 
orden,  oliUgaUona,  or  any  thing  else  it  may 

The  oharge  of  violation  of  ite  charter,  or 
abuse  of  ite  power  in  this  partionlar,  is  ftaOy 
made  oat.  I  am  not  dispossd  to  prcHionnce  a 
oondemnatorj  Jodgmoit  against  the  bank  thete- 
fore,but  surely  we  are  callea  to  inquire  of  the  bsnlt 
why  it  has  dime  tins  thing ;  wh^  excuse  it  baa, 
Was  it  Impelled  to  it  by  any  nrgent  necesdiy 
in  referenoe  to  the  pnblio  intereste  I  If  it  tun 
out  to  be  so,  I  would  look  npon  the  aberraticn 
with  an  indulgent  eye,  and  wonld  not  hold  it  to 
the  Aill  measure  of  a  stem  and  inexorable 
infliction  of  the  legal  penalty. 

Another  charge  is  Ailly  made  out,  of  s  nola- 
tion  of  the  charter,  by  the  a^judintion  estsb- 
lishibs  the  fact  of  uanry  upon  the  bsnk,  ad- 
judged not  by  a  circuit  jnoge,  but  by  the  Su- 
preme Oonrt  of  the  United  States  in  the  case 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ou  0«en^ 
&a.,  S  Peters.    But  it  is  ewd  the  nsury  is  not 
established,  because  the  oase  was  dedded  spon 
a  demnrrer.     That  is  the  very  reason  it  doea 
prove  it.     The  demurrer,  which  admits  the 
fkots,  wonld  hardly  have  been  filed  in  snch  a 
oase  as  this,  if  the  bank  had  not  known  ths 
focta  stated  in  the  plea  to  be  tnie,  and  coeld  be 
proved.    It  b  to  be  presumed  that  the  bsnk 
was  well  advised,  as  it  is  known  that  it  empkij* 
the  best  ooonsel,  aa  it  ought  to  do,  and  givts 
the  best  fees— of  which  I  do  not  oomplam,  ai 
I  am  glad  to  see  my  brother  chips  get  saeh 
good  pickings  —  when  the  tunk  then,  ss  *e 
may  suppose,  told  their  counsel  that  the  de- 
fendant nad  applied  to  them  for  a  discount 
whieh  they  renised  because  they  were  Dot  llita 
discounting  upon  thdr  own  paper.    BulifwM 
afterwards  agreed  that  if  he  would  lake  doIm 
of  the  Bank  of  Kentnoky,  then  at  a  deprecis- 
tion  of  forty  ux  per  cent.  In  the  msrke^  sod 
give  them  hts  note  for  the  amount  st  the  pff 
value,  bearing  interest  from  the  dat«v  ^  *™^ 
be  accommodated.     Such  counsel,  s)  I  !>*'< 
supposed  to  have  been  employed,  wonM  mT 
nainrally  have  said,  yonr  only  chaiies  is  to  day 
the  legal  validity  of  the  defence.    If  p*  ge 
before  the  jnry,  and  thefocts  are  praTtd,jni 
are  gone.  If  the  facts  staled  in  the  pita  «f*«* 
true,  then  you  ought  not  to  risk  yourdeUMia* 
nice  and  delicate  a  question  of  law.    Tli«  '•'I' 
knew  the  fiMits  to  be  true,  and  stood  npM  tu 
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Isw.  They  pldjed  for  the  lut  etake,  mud  lost 
it  The  effect  mi  force  of  this  caae,  in  estab- 
lishing the  foot  that  the  bank  has  practised 
118107,  it  b  attempted  to  romore,  bj  a  note  of 
the  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Ooort,  appended 
to  the  report  of  the  ease,  in  which  some  facts 
are  stated  as  authentic,  which  go  to  show  that 
the  bank  had  not  incurred  the  moral  tnrpitnde 
of  tumiT.  That  stat«ment  doea  not  denj  the 
truth  oIOm  material  alli^tioQ  of  the  plea,  that 
Kentucky  bonk  notea,  at  the  time  of  thlB  trana- 
aetton,  (1883,^  were  at  a  depreciation  of  forty- 
Ai  per  cent,  in  the  market.  I  must  be  permit- 
ted to  say  that  the  reporter,  who  ia  employed 
and  pud  by  the  Qovemment  to  report  tlie  Ju- 
dicial proceedinsa  of  the  conrt,  has  gratnitonHty 
and  impertinently  interpolated  in  his  book  of 
reports  this  atatement,  which  had  nothing  to 
do  with  a  report  of  the  case  and  the  judgment 
of  the  court,  which  he  says  ia  aathentio.  It  is 
not  swd  by  whom  it  was  avouched — the  facts 
lUd  not  appear  in  Qie  record — and  the  proba- 
bility is  that  it  wM  made  by  those  interested  in 
the  bank :  and  thia  statement  is  to  l>e  regarded 
$a  c«rt^idy  true,  so  as  to  preclude  all  in^niry. 
There  is  no  donbt  that  banks  and  individofUs 
may  be  inrdved  in  the  legal  ^naltdee  of  the 
usury  law,  without  inourrinR  itB  moral  tnrpi- 
inde.  The  oourta  hare  dedded  tranaaodona  to 
be  ntnrioua,  where  neither  of  the  parties  had 
the  most  remote  idea  of  violating  the  law. 

Bat  when  a  charge  of  usory  is  Mtablished 
against  such  an  institution  aa  this,  on  which 
we  are  reqoired  to  pass  a  jad^ent  of  death  or 
life,  wh«n  it  is  shown  that  tt  has  apparently 
abuied  its  power,  and  it  has  been  adjudged  that 
It  has  violated  its  charter,  aarely  some  eip] 
tion  ought  to  be  asked  for,  and  ^veo. 

Mr.  PoLx,  of  Tennessee,  said ;  The  bank  asks 
a  reoew^  of  its  charter ;  and  ought  its  friends 
to  object  to  the  inquiry  t  He  muat  say  that  he 
had  MOO  not  a  litue  surprised  at  the  unexpect- 
ed redatanoe  which  had  been  offered  to  the 
resolntjoa  nnder  consideraUon,  by  the  iViends 
and  admirers  of  this  institution — by  those  who, 
no  doabt,  sincerely  believed  its  continued  ex- 
istence for  another  term  of  twenty  years  to  be 
easential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  He 
repeated  his  snrpriBe  that  its  friends  ahonld  be 
found  shrinking  from  the  investigation  pro- 
posed. He  wonld  not  Hay  that  such  reBiatance 
afforded  any  &ir  grounds  of  inference  that 
there  might  be  something  "  rotten  in  the  State 
of  Denmark."  He  would  not  say  this ;  ft  ' 
did  not  feel  himself  anthoriied  to  do  so  ■ 
was  it  not  perceived  that  such  an  inference 
might,  and  probably  woold,  be  drawn  by  the 
public  t  On  what  ground  was  the  inquiry  op- 
posed t  Was  it  that  it  was  improper)  Was 
it  that  it  was  nnosual  t  The  chuter  of  the 
bank  itself  anthoriied  a  commiUee  of  either 
Bouse  of  OongresB  to  examine  its  books,  and 
report  upon  Ita  oooditdon,  whenever  either 
Hoose  may  choose  to  institute  an  examina- 
tion. A  oommittee  of  this  House,  upon  a 
former  oocasion,  did   make    such  an   exam- 


ination, and  he  wonld  refer  to  Qmr  report  be- 
fore he  sat  down.  Upon  the  presentation  of 
the  bank  memorial  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  a  Select  Oommittee  had  been  in- 
vested with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
pliers,  if  they  chose  to  do  so.  When  the 
same  memorial  was  presented  to  that  House, 
what  bad  been  the  course  poraned  by  the 
friends  of  the  bank !  A  motion  to  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Oommittee  was  opposed.  It  was  com- 
mitted to  their  favorite  Oommittee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  He  meant  no  disrespect  to  that 
committee,  when  he  said  tiiat  the  qusBtioD  of 
rechartering  the  liaok  was  known  to  have  be«a 
pr^ndged  by  that  committee.  When  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  brought  the  subject 
of  the  bank  to  the  notice  of  Oongreas  in  Decon- 
ber,  1829,  a  Select  Oommittee  was  refased  by 
the  friends  of  the  bank,  and  that  portion  of  the 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  irf 
Ways  and  Means.  Precisely  the  same  thing 
Doourred  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  and 
at  the  present  session  of  Oongrese,  in  the  refer- 
ence wnich  was  made  of  that  paii  of  the  Mes- 
sages of  the  President  Upon  the  subject  of  the 
bank.  The  friends  of  this  institution  have  been 
careM  always  to  commit  it  to  the  same  com- 
Ittee,  a  committee  whose  opinions  were 
lOwn.  Upon  the  occasion  first  referred  to, 
that  committee  made  a  report  favorable  to  the 
bank,  which  was  sent  forth  to  the  public,  not  a 
report  of  fiicts,  not  a  report  founded  upon  an 
examination  into  the  affurs  of  the  bank.  At 
the  present  sesrion,  we  were  modestly  asked  to 
extend  this  bank  monopoly  for  twen^  foan, 
witiiont  any  socb  examination  having  taken 
place.  The  committee  had  reported  a  bill  to 
that  effbct,  but  had  dven  ns  no  facts  in  relation 
to  the  present  condition  of  tlie  bank.  They 
had  not  even  deemed  It  necessary  to  ask  to  be 
invested  with  power  to  examine  either  into  its 
present  condition,  or  into  the  manner  in  which 
its  affUre  have  iwen  coDdnet^d. 

From  the  moment  the  subject  of  rechartering 
was  first  agitated,  up  to  this  hoar,  no  such  ex- 
amination bad  even  been  made.  The  friends  of 
the  bank  bad  oareMly  avoided  all  investiga- 
tion ;  we  were  called  upon  to  act  upon  futh, 
and  take  it  for  granted  that  all  was  right.  This 
was  not  the  first  time  that  ohaiges  had  been 
preferred ;  they  had  been  made  elsewhere  aa 
well  as  here.  They  were  now  made  in  a  spe- 
cific form  by  a  member  of  this  House.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  the  outset 
of  his  remarks  yesterday,  had  himself  avowed 
that,  if  any  tangible  and  substantial  charges 
Bgunst  the  bank  were  preferred  upou  the  au- 
thority of  a  single  respectable  witness,  he 
would  go  into  the  investigation,  whatever  the 
consequeucee  might  bo,  and  though  such  a  step 
might  deeply  aff'ect  the  interests  of  the  bank. 
Now  he  snbmitted  it  to  the  gentleman  and  to 
the  House,  if  the  case  required  to  be  made  out 
by  him,  to  justify  inquiry^  had  not  been  made 
ont.  He  requires  eomethmg  tangible  and  sub- 
stantial to  be  preferred,  and  to  be  voodied 
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upon  authoritj.  Now,  a  member  of  this  Hoose, 
rising  in  hia  place,  brings  forward  his  resolu- 
tion, and  acoorapanies  it  with  cerbun  apeoific 
chafes  of  abnse  and  miamatiagement  against 
the  bank,  some  of  them,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
member,  amonnting  to  a  forfeiture  of  tbe 
charter.  And  that  member,  npon  his  responsi- 
bility npon  this  floor,  states  that  he  Is  autbor- 
ised  and  instracted  to  saj  that  the  allegations 
thos  preferred  can  and  will  be  sastsined.  Nay, 
more,  that  member  had  told  the  House  that  he 
himself  believed  them  to  be  true,  and  to  be  sns- 
oeptible  of  proof.  Was  not  this  sufficient  an- 
thority  t«  put  the  House  on  inqniry  ?  Was  not 
the  respectability  and  responsiDility  of  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  voucher  sufficient  to  Jnsti^ 
InvesUgation  7  So  far  &om  opposing  the  reso- 
Intion,  he  (Mr.  P.)  thought  the  bank,  and  the 
fHends  of  the  bank,  if  these  charges  were  nn- 
founded,  should  hul  its  introduction  with  a 
joyous  welcome,  aa  affording  an  opportunity  for 
eeif-vindication ;  that  it  shonld  throw  open  its 
doors  and  its  books,  and  invit«  the  severest 
Bomtiny. 

If  even  a  well-foncded  suspicion  existed  of 
abuse  or  oormption  cm  the  part  of  the  bank, 
mnob  less  direct  charges,  Congress  certainly 
ought  not  (even  if  it  were  in  all  other  respects 
proper  to  do  bo)  to  confer  a  renewal  of  eicluaive 
powers  on  the  corporation  for  twenty  yeara 
more,  without  a  previous  inquiry  into  the  truth 
or  tmtradi  of  those  suspicions.  Previously  to 
perpetuating  its  great  privileges  and  Immense 
powers,  Congrees  shonld  investigate  its  con- 
cerns, shonld  see  how  it  had  been  managed, 
bow  its  dnties  had  been  performed,  and  with 
what  effects  upon  the  interests  of  the  coontry. 
They  shonld  do  this,  even  though  there  were 
not  even  suspicions,  much  less  direct  charges, 
preferred. 
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Ur.  Wathouoh,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  ad- 
dressed the  House.  The  hour,  he  said,  was  late, 
utd  he  felt  that  it  wontd  l>e  a  tax  upon  ^e 
patience  of  the  Eonse  to  continue  tiiis  debate 
ibr  a  moment  longer  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  a  clear  development  of  the  views  ol 
those  with  whom  it  baa  ori^ated,  and  a  vindi- 
ca^on  of  the  course  which  a  sense  of  public  doty 
prescribed  to  him  at  its  outset.  I  am,  said  he, 
the  only  member  on  this  floor  against  whom  tb 
charge,  so  often  repeated  by  honorable  gentle 
men,  of  an  intention  to  stifle  debate  npon  Uiis 
momentous  question,  can  at  all  apply.  And, 
although,  sir,  my  purpose  in  rising  at  present ' 
miunly  with  tbe  view  to  offer  to  the  House  tL. 
amendment  I  hold  in  my  hand,  yet  I  trust  I 
shall  be  excused  for  occupying  your  attention 
for  a  few  moments,  while  I  meet  that  charge^ 
and  assume,  entirely  and  individually,  all  its 
Teeponsibility.    When,  rir,  I  rose  in  my  sett, 


and  called  for  the  question  of  consideratioa  upon 
the  resolntlon  sulunitted  by  the  bonorsUe  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  I  was  desirous  thst  what 
I  considered  an  evasion  of  the  action  of  iba 
House  upon  a  most  important  and  mtHBentaa 
question,  should  be  met  with  prompttude  it  tbe 
very  threshold,  and  quashed  at  once. 

I  considered  the  resolution^  dr,  in  no  other 
light  than  as  an  atl«mpt  at  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. The  rules  of  the  House  forbsds  at  to 
go  into  an  exposition  of  the  reascms  which  gov- 
erned me ;  nor  have  I,  nntil  tbe  present  mo- 
ment, been  able  to  obtain  the  floor  to  eSa 
those  reasons  to  the  House.  I  have  h^  do 
cause,  sir,  to  chang«  the  opinion  formed  id  di« 
outset  of  this  matter.  On  the  oontnr;,  kt,  I 
have  reason  to  congratulate  myself  tX  the  vira 
first  taken,  and  thank  the  honorable  &inhie« 
of  the  distinguished  and  talented  gentlnuD 
irata  Bontb  Carolina,  who  last  oddressMl  tbe 
Honse,  for  having  ooaflrmed  me  in  the  coirM- 
nees  of  my  course.  That  honorable  ^Dtlemin 
has  met  this  question,  and  argued  it  entirelj 
on  the  gronnd  of  postponement.  In  Ihit  light 
only  can  it  be  viewed,  how  much  soever  to  tin 
contrary  honorable  gentlemen  may  protest.  In 
that  light  only  did  I  view  it,  when,  by  the  im- 
pulse of  m;  own  unaided,  nninstructed  Judg- 
ment, I  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  snd  dsred 
the  responsibility  witb  which  the  6ien(bofth« 
resolution  immediately  attempted  to  lod  th« 
bank.  On  that  point  of  order,  sir,  I  wsj  orer- 
mled ;  and,  much  as  I  regretted  the  deciaioii  o( 
the  Obair  against  me  at  the  time,  1  htve  lino 
had  abundant  cause  to  r^oiee  in  the  opporta- 
nity  which  was  thus  offered  to  the  most  bril- 
liant and  triumphant  display  of  the  hi^esl 
order  of  talents  on  the  part  of  the  distiagDisied 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  araos. 
No  sooner,  sir,  had  the  honorable  geudenun 
from  Georgia  unfolded  his  budget ;  do  soodo 
had  he  developed  his  long  list  of  cmde,  indefi- 
nite charges,  not  vouched  for  by  himself  "i^ 
only  supported  by  a  vogue  suspicion  in  his  an 
mind  that  all  could  not  be  as  it  shonld  be,  thin 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Cuotins 
rose  in  his  seat,  met  these  cbaives  trinniphiiitij, 
and  moat  triumphantly  refuted  them  to  the  ti^ 
isfaction  of  every  calm  and  unpr^diml  miDd 
To  that  refutation,  ample  ana  ootnidete  a  i' 
woa,  I  can  add  nothing — nothing  is  derared.  It 
left  no  gronnd  untonohed.  It  levelled  «pn^ 
plet«ly  tne  airy  fabric  raised,  no  tionbt,  with 
so  much  labor ;  and  there  the  matter  oagbt  a 
ririit  to  rest.  But,  sir,  it  seems  tiie  opponenti 
of  the  bank  seek  not  conviction ;  thejolsDior 
fbr  somtiny.  The  debate  has  been  ooetiDiud 
— the  eliarges  dilated  upon ;  ani  sir,  notwith- 
standing their  stale,  flat,  and  I  do  ooataA, » 
far  OS  Uieir  consumption  of  the  time  of  thi< 
House,  and  their  encroachment  opwi  tbe  uo- 
portant  interests  of  the  country  it  Ivs*  P< 
their  truly  nuprofitable  character,  jet  *n  we 
to  be  forced,  prematurely,  into  tbe  genew 
merits  of  a  question  not  properly  befcw  th> 
Honse,  and   npon  which  it   necomai  nt  to 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  OP  OONGBBSS. 


MA>cB,IS8S.j 


Btmk  ya«  Unind  Blam    luqwiry  m 


[a.( 


enter  with  all  doe  sobriety  of  orgumect  and 
fMling. 

Mr.  FovriB,  of  Qeor(^  sud  that  from  the 
Mmmeoeemeat  of  this  disomaioa  the  stronK 
BTomid  at  oi^odtion  to  the  reeolntion  offered 
bjr  hSs  Grieoa  and  eotleagne  Olr.  Outtoh)  vaa, 
thU  the  mTestigation  proposed  would  have  tba 
tUMt  to  postpone  the  decUion  of  the  question 
whedier  the  United  States  Bank  ahonld  be 
Mobartered  to  the  next  Beasioa  of  Oougress. 
And  it  had  been  aAed,  over  and  over  agun, 
wbj  this  inveetigation  had  not  been  sooner  pro- 
posed. Now,  said  Ur.  F.,  I  have  never  beard 
anch  an  objeotion  from  snoh  a  quarter,  with 
lesi  grace ;  and  for  the  eorreotjiees  of  the  atate- 
mmt  I  am  aboat  t«  make,  I  appeal  to  the  can- 
dor and  to  the  reoollectaon  of  ever;  gentleman 
preseDt  We  have  joat  been  remioded  bj  the 
iiODorable  gentleman  from  Connectioat  (Ur, 
Eubwobtb)  that  thia  snbjeot  was  preaented  to 
die  consideration  of  Oongresa,  by  tbe  President, 
two  years  ago;  and  we  all  remember  how 
much  he  was  reproached  for  it,  when  the  char- 
ter had  yet  six  yeara  to  ran.  But  the  President 
thought  there  uioold  not  be  too  muoh  delay  in 
tiita  matter.  Foreseeing  that  an  application 
would  be  made  for  a  renewal  of  the  oharter,  he 
eonoeived  it  due  to  tbe  bank,  as  well  as  to  the 
nadon,  that  the  policy  and  propriety  of  tbe 
measure  sfaoold  be  folly  inveatigated,  and  calm- 
ly and  deliberately  determined.  That  part  of 
the  Preaident'a  Message  relaUng  to  this  anbjeet 
waa  referred,  witbont  oppoaition,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Ueans ;  and  a  report  made 
by  that  committee,  diatinKniabed  for  as  mnch 
ability  as  any  report  e^er  laid  upon  tbe  tables 
of  tilts  House,  soBtaintng  both  the  eooatitntion- 
aUty  and  expediency  of  the  bank.  No  farther 
prooeedings  were  had  on  the  sabject  during 
that  sewion.  At  the  sncceeding  session  the 
President  agidn  presented  it  to  onr  considera- 
tion, and  a  motion  was  then  made  by  my  ool- 
leagne  (Ur.  Wt-Yvx)  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, for  the  aTowed  pumose  of  investigating 
the  affidrs  of  tbe  bank.  Was  thia  motion  ans- 
tainedt  No,  sir,  it  was  successfully  resisted 
by  the  Mends  of  the  bank ;  a  Select  Committee 
was  refused.  Does  this  look  like  a  diapoaition 
on  the  part  of  the  opponents  of  the  bank  to 
delay  an  investigation  mto  its  concerns}  Bat, 
sir,  twelve  months  more  rolled  ronnd ;  a  new 
Oongreae  is  convened ;  and  the  President  re- 
news hie  jn^testiona  ae  to  tbe  bank.  Uy  ool- 
leaf^e  (Ur.  Wathx)  again  proposed  a  reference 
to  a  Select  Committee^  repeating  bis  intention 
of  procuring  an  investigation  into  the  affairs  of 
this  institution.  But  the  advocates  of  the  bank 
adhered  to  their  former  ooarae ;  it  was  well 
understood  that  a  mi^'ority  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Ueaas  were  friendly  to  a  renewal 
of  the  charter,  and  no  hazard  waa  to  be  ran  by 
suffering  a  committee  who  might  entertain  dif- 
ferent opinions  to  inquire  into  the  management 
and  operations  of  this  great  corporation. 

The  snbjeot  belna  ^ns  disposed  of^  no  other 
movement  waa  made,  and  no  other  proceeding 


took  plaoe,  until  some  time  in  January,  when 
the  memorial  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  pray- 
ing for  a  renewal  of  their  charter  was  preaented 
to  the  House.  The  opponents  of  the  bank,  stiU 
suxioas  (or  the  investigation  which  bad  been 
so  repeatedly  refused;  c<mceived  that  Uie  rea- 
sons lor  it  were  now  greatly  increased ;  nor  in- 
deed waa  it  ima^nad  on  what  ground  tbe  ad- 
vocates of  the  bank  would  longer  reeiat.  A 
motion  waa  accordingly  made  to  refer  the  me- 
morial to  a  Select  Committee.  In  what  spirit, 
Ur.-8peaker,  was  this  proporitton  met?  Who 
has  forgotten  the  a^tation  it  produced  t  Sir, 
the  House  was  kindled  into  a  flame.  Tbe 
friends  of  tbe  bank  were  rising  in  all  quarters, 
and  protesting  with  uplifted  hands  against  this 
motion.  The  intereata  of  the  bank  were  not  to 
be  hazarded  by  being  committed  to  those  who 
might  be  unfavorable  to  It.  An  honorable  gen- 
tleman fiwm  Pennsylvania  (Ur,  Oofltbe) 
frankly  told  tbe  House  that  he  had  no  idea  <a 
sending  this  ^ipUcation  to  a  committee  of  ita 
enemies  "  to  be  atrangled."  "  Let  it  go  to  its 
friends,"  said  the  gentleman :  "  let  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Wave  and  Ueans." 
Well,  sir,  the  friends  of  tbe  bank  again  pre- 
vailed ;  the  reference  they  bad  urged  was  or- 
dered by  tbe  House ;  tbe  inveatigation  so  anz- 
ionely  sought  was  thus  again  virtually  refrised ; 
and  in  due  time,  as  everybody  expected,  a  bill 
providing  for  tbe  renewal  of  tbe  charter  was  re- 
pori»d.  And  now,  when  this  question,  in  which 
the  ^reat  interests  of  this  country  are  so  deeply, 
so  vitally  involved,  is  about  to  be  considered 
and  determined,  another  gentleman,  wbA  has 
but  recently  become  a  member  of  this  body, 
and  who  has  obtained  such  information  as  to 
the  management,  or  (rather)  mismanagement  of 
the  bank,  as  to  feel  it  his  duty  to  ask  for  a  for- 
mal examination  into  ite  aflUrs,  comes  forward, 
and  moves  for  a  committee  for  that  purpose, 
and,  to  obviate  every  pretext  for  sbunning  this 
examination,  he  exhibite  specific  chaises  as  to 
the  abuses  practised ;  and  what  do  we  behold, 
sir!  The  ^ntlunan  is  met  at  tbe  threshold, 
and  told  that  be  is  too  late ;  that  the  investiga- 
tion ought  to  have  been  had  sooner ;  U)  insti- 
tute It  now  would  produce  snoh  delay  that  the 
bill  which  has  been  reported  could  not  be  acted 
on  during  tbe  present  session. 

Really,  Ur.  Speaker,  it  is  somewhat  amuMng 
to  refer  to  the  various  objections  which  are 
made  to  every  proceeding  Meeting  in  any  way 
the  interests  and  prospects  of  this  iustitution. 
When  the  President  mvited  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  anbjeot  two  years  ago,  it  waa 
swd  he  was  premature ;  the  bank,  its  friends, 
and  dependents  not  only  complained,  but  tbe 
Chief  Magistrate  was  denQunced  in  most  un- 
measured terms.  The  sugMstions  in  bis  sectRid 
Ueseage  were  received  a^  treated  in  the  same 
manner — it  was  still  quite  too  soon  to  agitate 
the  subject.  Now,  tbe  adversaries  to  the  bank, 
alter  having  so  repeatedly  tried  in  vain  to  have 
an  investigation  into  its  ^aira,  are  gravely  told 
they  have  wuted  too  long.    The  F     "     ' 
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too  earlj  and  w«  ore  too  late  1  Too  late,  bit  t 
Are  geDttemen  Beriotu  I  Can  the^  flatter  tnem- 
selves  with  the  hope  of  avoiding  this  inreatjga- 
tion  on  sach  gronnda  I 

Bnt,  I  have  not  j'et  done  yd&  the  A^aj 
which  it  is  allied  tms  inTestigfttion  maj  occa- 
rioD.  Admit  tnat  there  m^  be  some  delay. 
Is  the  inconvenience  to  whioh  this  moneyed 
ariatowacy  may  be  enlgected  by  the  procrasti- 
nation of  a  few  weeks,  or  even  months,  to  be 
pnt  in  competition  with  the  vast  Intereata  of 
the  whole  people  7  Suppose  that  the  charter 
of  this  bank  was  about  to  expire,  and  the  blU 
for  its  renewal  was  now  before  ns  for  final  de- 
cision, and  the  grave  and  serions  chaises  now 
exhibited  were  oronght  before  ns  at  uie  very 
last  honr :  wonld  it  not  be  the  bonnden  dnty 
of  this  House  to  pause  and  inqolre  into  them, 
rather  than  m^  on,  and,  by  one  single  act  of 
rash  legislation,  commit  the  dearest  and  best 
interesbi  of  this  conntry  for  twenty  years  to 
come  ?  Bat  here,  air,  thia  extreme  case  does 
not  exist:  thte  charter  has  yet  four  years  to 
continne^d,  I  ibar,  the  conntiy  four  years  to 
anffer.  Whence,  then,  the  pressing  necessity 
for  this  hasty  disposition  of  the  anhjeotF  In- 
deed, Ur,  Bpeaker,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  at 
what  time  the  directors  of  the  bank  tiiemselves 
discovered  the  very  great  importance  of  having 
this  matter  determined  on  at  thia  Eesaion  of 
Congress.  The  stoekholdera  did  not  eeem  to  be 
aware  of  it  at  their  meeting  in  September  last, 
when  they  gave  the  directors  discretionary 
power  to  ^>p1y  at  this  session  or  not,  as  they 
migllt  deem  advisable.  Had  the  necessity  of  a 
speedy  application  been  so  very  obviona,  the 
order  for  it  would  have  been  peremptory.  And, 
sir,  if  the  direetora,  in  the  exercise  of  this  dis- 
cretion, coDoelved  it  their  dnty  to  make  the 
application  at  this  seaaion^why  was  it  not  done 
at  the  commencement  t  Whence  the  necessity 
of  first  throwing  ont  feelers  to  ascertain  the  in- 
terests of  Congreas !  Why  was  an  envoy  ex- 
traordinary Bent  on  by  the  bulk  to  this  city  in 
December  last,  to  consult  and  advise  as  to  the 
propriety  of  making  thia  application!  And 
why  did  the  directors  wait  for  his  deapat«hea 
or  reports,  before  they  oonld  decide  whether  to 
exercise  tiie  powers  with  which  they  were 
clothed  ?  Was  it  the  intelligence  they  received 
fh)m  Washington  that  convinced  them  of  the 
urgent  neceaaity  of  making  immediate  applica- 
tion) 

Sir,  I  confess  there  b  something  straoKe  in 
all  this ;  and  most  asaoredly,  after  the  bank 
has  sufi'ered  six  weeks  of  the  session  to  elapse 
before  presenting  its  memorial,  it  comes  with 
very' bad  grace  ftora  its  Mends  to  charge  its 
adversaries  with  having  delayed,  for  one  short 
month  after  the  memorial  was  presented,  be- 
fore they  demanded  an  investigation  into  its 


As  additional  evidence  <d  the  determined  re- 
sistance which  has  been  made  to  a  thoron^ 
investigation  of  the  aSurs  of  the  bank,  I  beg 
leave  now,  Ur.  Speaker,  t«  recall  the  reocdlec 


tion  of  gentlemen  to  the  prooeedina  which 
have  taken  place  on  the  reeolntion  of  my  ool- 
leagne,  (Ur.  Clattoh.)  When  thia  reaolnlioa 
was  submitted  to  the  Honae,  its  poatponement 
for  a  few  daya  was  requested,  and  readily  as- 
sented to.  It  Bubsequendy  came  np  in  iti 
order  in  the  bnuuees  of  the  Eooae ;  and  when 
the  mover  was  abont  to  explain  tbe  reasou 
why  he  had  introdnoed  it,  he  was  aoddenly  in- 
tercepted, and  the  qqration  of  eonsiderstioa 
made  by  the  honorable  gentieman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  WiTMOBoB,)  a  question  whidt, 
had  it  been  entertfuned  by  the  Chair,  placed  it 
in  tbe  power  of  a  m^ority  of  the  Bonse  to  pre- 
vent all  debate — the  very  object  which  the  bm- 
Ueman  will  no  doubt  candialy  own  he  had  in 
view.  Yes,  sir,  had  not  thia  question  been  de- 
clared ont  of  order,  all  discnssion  upon  tMs 
resolution  wonld  have  been  prevented;  evny 
tonene  wonld  have  been  hn^ed  into  silenoe; 
and  not  only  wonld  the  proposed  inveetigatiou 
have  been  reftised,  but  even  the  privil^  i^ 

S'ving  a  single  reason  for  it  wonld  have  b«n 
tnieid. 

Ur.  UoDrmx  aaid  his  views  remained  un- 
changed by  the  debate.  The  charges  had  vu- 
ished  into  thin  ur.  He  very  hnmoronsly  cem- 
bated  that  particularly  which  referred  to  tbe 
case  of  alleged  nsnry  in  Kentucky,  illnxtrating 
tiio  efl%ct  of  a  demurrer  to  a  plea  from  a  c*m 
in  Tennessee  of  hog  and  tnrk^  stealing.  H« 
concluded  by  asking  of  Ur.  Wjitmouob  e  a 
personal  favor  to  withdraw  his  amendnimt. 
It  would  place  Ur.  UoD.  in  a  delicate  ntoa- 
tion,  and  waa,  bendea,  contrary  to  parhimen- 
tary  UBjwe. 

Ur.  WATKonoH  stated  tliat,  in  offraing  th 
amendment  which  he  had  had  the  honor  lo 
submit,  be  had  had  no  ol^eota  bnt  thoae  he  bad 
alreadr  ftillr  explained  to  the  House.  H« 
tmated  he  ahonld  not  be  misnnder^ood.  Tb* 
firm  conviction  of  his  own  Judgment  would  rtiH 
tndnce  him  to  adhere  to  tbe  course  which  i 
sense  of  dnty  had  prescribed  to  him.  Indeed, 
the  views  t^en  by  the  distinffaished  chahrmaa 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  so  br  ae 
the  bank  was  concerned,  fnlly  anatained  hira  in 
that  conrse.  He  conid  not  fail,  however,  to 
feel  a  becoming  diffidence  in  his  Own  jadgment 
when  be  *fbund  it  conflicting  with  the  soana 
dlaerimlnating  mind  of  the  tuHiorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Oarollna.  Bendea,  that  gen- 
tieman had  appealed  to  him  on  peraooil 
grounds.  He  fnlly  appreciated  the  feelings 
and  motives  of  that  honorable  gentleman,  aid 
however  much  the  act  might  conflict  with  hit 
own  convictions,  or  might  nltimately  affect  the 
important  qnebtion,  he  felt  hinuelf  bound  to 
accede  to  the  personal  feeling  of  the  honor- 
able member,  and  therefore  withdrew  hit 
amendment. 

Ur.  OuYTOK  obtained  the  floor,  id^  aa  it 
was  past  four  o'dook,  moved  an  aditmni 
meot 

The  House  tiien  a^jomned. 
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The  bank  resolntioD  being  again  taken  up, 

Kr.  Bmnnai-gT  said :  Although  it  is  not  my 
hiteDtioa  to  reTiew  all  the  charges  which 
have  been  ezhibit«d  \>j  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Ouitok,)  ^et  I 
vill  solidt  the  attention  of  the  Eonse  to  a  part 
of  them.  Take,  dr,  the  first.  It  is  "  the  issae 
of  eeren  millions  and  more  of  branch  bank 
ordeTB  as  a  cnrrenoj.  The  president  of  the 
bank  admits  seven  millions  issned." 

Bncb,  sir,  is  tha  charge.  It  is  the  issne  of 
these  OTders  ta  a  cmrenoj.  which  is  alleged  to 
be  nnanthorized  b^  tbe  charter  of  the  bank, 
and  not  that  the  bank  is  prohibited  from  deal- 
ing in  ezchanaee,  or  from  accepting  bills  of  ex- 
^ange.  No  donbt  the  bank  may  properly  do 
both,  but  the  issue  of  these  orders  to  circulate 
u  money  is  a  very  different  operation.  On 
their  face,  these  oraers  are  a  mere  request  to 
llie  ca^er  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  pay 
the  snm  therein  expressed.  Bat  being  printed 
on  bank  note  paper,  with  the  name  of  the 
trailed  States  Bank  in  luve  capitals,  and  hav- 
ing the  general  form  and  similitude  of  bank 
notes,  they  have  paaged  into  general  circulation 
IB  such.  I  shall  not  controvert  the  position, 
Ur.  Speaker,  that  the  bank  m^  become  a  party 
to  Uieee  orders,  by  accepting,  that  ia,  agreeing 
to  pay  tbem,  and  thereby  be  legally  bound  for 
tbeir  payment 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Sonth  Garo- 
Una  (Mr.  UoBuffib)  says,  the  bank,  "  liaving 
anthoriied  the  branches  thus  to  draw  npon  it, 
is  re^KKisible  for  the  drafte."  That  authority, 
aft  he  says,  was  given  in  advance,  and  an  aa- 
thority  to  draw  ia  an  acceptance,  I  shall  not 
ocntrovert  the  legal  proposition,  nor  will  I  deny 
the  existence  of  the  authority  as  alleged.  I 
may,  however,  remark  that  the  drafte  them- 
selves fumiah  no  evidence  whatever  of  any  such 
ftathority,  or  of  any  acceptance  or  agreement 
by  the  bcoik  to  accept  and  pay  them.  Looking 
at  these  orders,  then,  I  aver  that  their  ose,  as 
ft  cturenoy,  ia  not  anthorized  by  aoy  provision 
in  the  btmk  dierter :  they  do  not  of  themselves 
bind  the  bank.  If  the  bank  is  in  any  way  lia- 
Ue  for  their  payment,  it  is  in  virtue  of  some 
separate  and  independent  agreeineat  or  anthor- 
ity  to  draw.  I  bring  the  matter  to  this  short 
i«SQ&  Let  US  have  proof  of  this  separate  agree- 
ment or  authority,  m  virtue  of  which  alone  the 
bank  can  be  deemed  a  party  to  these  drafla,  or 
responsible  for  them. 

The  bank,  for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary, 
may  he  entirely  faithful  in  the  observance  of 
all  its  honorary  engagementa.  These  orders, 
therefore,  may  be  promptly  paid  when  preeent- 
od.  No  public  or  individual  injury  may  result 
from  their  issue.  But  it  certajily  conld  never 
have  been  dedgned  by  those  who  chartered 
this  institution,  that  it  ahonld  be  at  liberty  to 
iuTCot,  and  dm  as  the  onirency  of  the  conntry. 


checks  drawn  upon  the  bank,  or  any  other  con- 
fract«,  wliioh  did  not  of  themselves  bind  tbe 
bank  for  their  payment.  If  a  principal  object 
in  the  incorporation  of  the  bonk  was  to  secure 

to  the  conntry  a  sound  currency,  these  checks 
have  MIed  to  effect  that  otject.  Of  themselves 
they  are  not  a  sound  currency,  and  it  is  due  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  receive 
them  aa  money,  that  we  should  ascertain  by 
proof  whether  the  bank  has  in  any  manner 
bound  itself  for  their  payment. 

The  decision  of  the  circuit  court  in  Pennsyl' 
vania,  relative  to  the  character  and  effect  of 
these  checks,  seems  to  have  been  greatly  mis- 
apprehended. That  decision  places  the  liability 
<^  tbe  bank  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  bonk 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  adopting  and  confirm- 
ing such  drafts,  and  was  bound  for  their  pay- 
ment "  on  the  same  principle  that  individoala 
ore  liable  on  the  contracts  of  their  vrives  and 
servants,  who  have  been  permitted  to  deal  on 
their  credit  and  in  their  namea,"  On  such  a 
state  of  facts  the  bank  would  no  doubt  be  lia- 
ble, and  yet  the  use  of  t)ie  orders  as  currency 
would  be  equally  objectionBhle.  The  paper 
currency  issued  by  a  banl^  ought,  of  itself,  to 
bind  the  bank,  nithont  rendering  it  at  all  ne- 
oosaary  to  prove  the  habit  or  usage  of  the  bank  to 
receive  and  pay  snch  currency  when  presented. 

Another  charge,  which  has  been  made  against 
the  bank,  is  "  usury  on  broken  bank  notes  in 
Kentucky  and  Ohio ;  they  amonnted  to  $900,- 

000  in  Ohio,  and  nearly  as  much  in  Kentncky." 

1  have  no  information,  sir,  which  will  warrant 
the  expression  of  any  opinion  by  me  of  the 
truth  of  this  charge.  The  honorable  gentle- 
maa  from  Georaia,  (Mr.  Olahoh,)  in  speaking 
of  thit  and  of  aU  the  other  charges  brought  for- 
ward by  him,  says  he  is  cDii£dent  they  con  be 
maintjinml ;  >>be  liad  uot  made  them  withopt 
the  beat  reason."  This  assertion  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  he  (Hr.  B.)  supposed  was  of 
itself  ample  cause  for  the  institntion  of  an  in- 
quiry. But  the  chvge  as  brought  before  the 
House  was  not  entirely  unsupported  by  the 
evidence  which  had  been  adduced  to  sustain  it. 
A  law  case  had  been  read  from  the  reports  of 
the  Supreme  Oourt,  and  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  bonk,  in  that  instance,  had  loaned  at 
their  nominal  tKuount  notes  of  the  Bank  of  £en- 
tuoky  and  its  branches,  and  which  notes  in  bet 
were  worth,  at  the  time,  only  fifty-fonr  per 
oenL  of  their  nominal  amount.  In  tliat  case^ 
tbeee  facts  had  been  set  up  as  a  defence  agtunst 
the  demand  of  the  bank,  and  by  the  bank  ad- 
mitted to  be  true.  The  court  a^adged  it  a 
clear  cose  of  nsory,  and  upon  such  a  state  of 
facts,  he  believed  no  person  could  well  qnestion 
the  soundness  of  that  decision,  both  in  a  legal 
and  moral  point  of  view.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDcpkix,) 
however,  says  that "  the  whole  of  tliese  alleged 
fkcts,  going  to  moke  ont  a  case  of  nsuTy,  are 
denied,  and  con  be  disproved."  This  may  be 
BO,  sir,  and,  if  so,  I  think  the  bank  should  desire 
an  oi^rtnnily  to  disprove  them,  for  of  thcm- 
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selves  tiiej  certunlf  present  a  esse  of  nmnlti; 
gBt«d  oeury  and  oppreasion.  We  should,  how- 
ever, indst  on  some  oetter  evidence  to  disprove 
what  the  bank  had  admitted  on  the  record, 
than  the  note  of  the  reporter  snneied  to  the 
'  case.  That  note  purports  to  give  an  "  aathen- 
tio  and  explanstor?  statement "  of  the  facta  of 
the  case  as  tnraished  to  him,  in  order  to  dis- 
'  prove  the  allegation  of  xtmrj.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
would  not  den j  the  troth  of  that  etidement ; 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  case,  except  from 
tlie  printed  report.  It  appeared,  however,  to 
him  not,  a  little  remarkable  that  the  bank 
eboold  have  admitted  the  fiwts  to  be  as  alleged 
bj  the  defendant  in  the  oase  unless  they  were 
HUBCeptible  of  oertsjn  proof.  For  the  purpose 
of  Bostaining  this  inqniij,  however,  be  (Mr.  B.) 
thonght  the  House  shoold  certainly  take  tlie 
admission  made  bj  the  bank  as  tme^  leaving  it 
to  disprove  that  admission  if  it  conld  do  so. 

But  an  apobgy  hat  bean  offered  for  this  act 
of  the  bank. ,  It  received  them  in  the  course  of 
its  business,  as  is  alleged,  at  par,  and  they  be- 
came depredated  while  in  their  hands ;  hence 
the  argument  is,  it  had  a  right  to  pass  them  off 
at  par.  This  maj  be  the  morality  of  the  bank, 
bnt  it  i»  not  the  morality  of  the  law  or  of  the 
oountrj  at  larM.  It  wonld  not  even  be  tol- 
erated under  Uie  system  of  bank  government 
in  New  York,  vicioos  as  that  haa  been  repre- 
sented to  be  by  my  honorable  ooUeagae,  (Mr. 
Root.) 
Another  specification  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
■    "       "        '    "'     "  jj  has  been  en- 

;othecliargB  of 
"making  a  difference  between  the  members  of 
Congress  and   the  oitizans  generally,  in  both 


b«rs  can  obtain  bills  of  exchange  without,  citi- 
zens with  a  premium ;  the  first  give  nominal 
endorsers,  the  others  must  give  two  antBcient 
resident  endorsers."  This,  sir,  has  been  under- 
stood by  the  Mends  of  the  bank  to  refer  to  the 
Ky  of  the  members  of  Congress,  and  to  repro- 
te  the  practice  of  the  branoh  bank  here  in 
giving  the  meul>ers  drafts  on  ench  parts  of  the 
Union  as  gentlemen  may  desire.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
regarded  it  as  a  very  different  charge.  The 
members  were  paid  by  the  Government,  and 
the  bank  by  its  charter  was  bound  to  transfer 
the  ftinds  of  the  (lovemment  to  any  and  every 
part  of  the  Union  where  branches  were  estab- 
lished. He  saw  no  objection  whatevw  to  the 
oonrse  which  the  bank  in  this  respect  had  pur- 
sued ;  bnt  i^  as  he  bad  heard  it  alleged,  the 
bank,  in  its  ordinary  business,  discriminated 
between  membera  c^  CoagreBs  and  dtizens, 
drawing  bills  in  favor  of  the  former  npon  any 
part  of  the  Union,  without  a  premiom,  while 
the  latter  were  obliged  to  pay  for  similar  ac- 
commodations, be  conld  not  but  regard  it  as 
offensive  in  its  character,  and  subject  to  ready 
misconstructaon.  He  had  heard  this  practice 
spoken  of  oat  of  doora,  and  one  instance  par- 
ticularly Bpedfied.  While  he  (Mr.  B.)  expressed 
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his  beUef  that  no  m^nber  of  Congrets  had  vnr 
sought  thns  to  avul  himself  of  the  toddentil 
advantage  of  his  position,  he  deemed  it  no  Icn 
proper  that  an  inqniry  should  be  made,  that 
the  public  might  l>e  informed  of  the  ttet,  if  to 
tmth  any  such  discnmination  had  been  mads 
in  the  bnsineas  of  this  institutioD. 

Although  entirely  onwilling  to  prolong  this 
discussion,  Mr.  B.  said  he  wonU  notice  tooilier 
of  the  specified  abases  of  the  bank.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  q>ecification  ia,  "  snbadies  ud 
loans,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  printers,  e^ton^ 
and  lawyers,  for  purposes  other  than  ttie  rtgt- 
lar  business  of  the  bank."  This,  toa  nr,  uid 
Mr.  B.,  has  been  misapprehended.  It  ii  not 
made  a  charge  against  the  bank,  that  itdiieaanti 
notes  for  prmtera,  or  for  any  other  class  (rf  citi- 
zens ;  bnt  the  charge  is,  that  snlmdies  and  in- 
direct loana  are  made  to  these  classes  of  penos^ 
forpniposee  other  than  its  regular bnsmea. 

We  know  the  power  of  the  prcas.  It  it  a 
mighty  lever  wh^i  bron^ttobearvpOBptblia 
opinion.  Its  inflneuoe  may  otUaa  be  nmij  n- 
sLHtJesB,  in  giving  a  direction  to  that  efiiiwn. 
Now,  nr,  the  charge  ia,  that  the  bank  has  aioMd 
to  oorrupt  and  control  the  press — to  svaj  tba 
editors  and  conductors  of  public  Journals,  by  ita 
money  and  its  patronage.  The  charge,  ai,  it 
grave  and  important  in  its  character,  and  dHniU 
not  ba  made  without  good  antfaority  to  snsttin 
it.  I  will  not,  sir,  express  any  opinion  of  iti 
truth  or  falsity ;  I  will  wut  for  the  proof  I 
have  heard  of  enormone  loans  to  psrtienlir 
editors,  npon  nondnal  security ;  hut  theenliicct 
was  too  delicate  in  its  oharacter  to  adtuii  of 
greater  particnlarity  in  referring  to  iL  He  lell 
himseli^  however,  entirely  at  liberty  to  speskof 
what  had  been  distinctly  averred  in  the  poUia 
papers,  and  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  not  seen  ia- 
pnted  or  contradicted  in  any  one.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
referred  to  a  statement  which  had  fecenfly  btea 
published,  that  seventeen  hundred  dollsi*  hti 
been  pud  by  the  bank  to  cotain  priulenin 
Philadelphia,  for  pubUahing  copies  of  a  reprat 
which  was  made  in  this  H^ise  two  yean  siiuK, 
of  rechartering  the  bank.  It  *•■ 
added,  in  the  statement  referred  to,  that  tba  in- 
dividuals employed  to  print  this  repnt  wu^ 
when  so  employed,  the  printeis  of  the  only 
laper  in  that  city,  adverse  to  tbe  bink.  Hs 
lad  ^ven  the  authority  npon  which  he  mida 
his  statement,  and  could  not  say  but  ihil  it 
ras  an  entire  fabrication.  He,  however,  bid 
not  seen  it  anywhere  denied.  And,  if  tree,  it 
might  perh^M  not  justly  be  liable  to  aoy  n*- 
picion  of  an  improper  demgn  in  thus  bestowing 

£atronage.  He  did  not  intend,  at  this  time, 
'AW  any  BDCh  inference  tram  it  He,  iiov- 
ever,  could  not  forbear  asking  upon  wh«  prin- 
oiple  (he  bank  could  Justify  this  anienditiua  M 
the  money  of  the  stockholders.  The  Cniied 
States  owned  one-fifth  part  of  the  txpiul  rtwL 
Hod  they  at  any  time  anthorized  sucLi  sa  ei- 
penditure  of  the  public  fundsl  Another  Urg« 
proportion-of  the  stock,  it  was  said,  was  Ch* 
property  of  "widows  and  oiphana."     Vya 
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wtioD  of  their  mon«7  to  mich  a  purpose 
report  wea  a  veiy  able  one,  aad  deserved  a 
thoroDgli  peroaal ;  but  he  was  not  aware  f  ' 
it  vM  at  all  proper  to  dUtribate  It  at  the 
peme  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  bank 
■toekholdera.  For  aoght  he  nonld  see,  the  ex- 
peaditore  would  have  been  as  well  aathorized 
Dj  the  cbaitor,  had  it  been  for  lottery  tickets 
or  in  a  bet  npon  a  horserace.  Such  a  disburse- 
ment, however,  might  not  have  served  any 
beneficial  purpose.  It  might  neither  have 
regulated  the  corrency  nor  regulated  the  press 
of  the  conntrj. 

It  appears  to  mo,  s^d  JTr.  B.,  entirely  proper 
that  this  ioTestigation  should  take  plaoe,  and  I 
dionld  think  it  might  well  take  a  wider  range 
than  has  been  contemplated.  I  should  be  glad 
to  leam  npon  what  priociples  the  bank  has 
sovemed  itself  in  theestabllsbment  of  branches 
m  the  several  States ;  what  objects  it  has  had 
in  view  in  the  increase  and  locatJcm  of  these 
fnstitiittoDs,  and  in  the  selection  of  dirootors  to 
control  them.  The  prominent  argoments  which 
have  been  orged  in  favor  of  the  naldonal  bank, 
with  power  to  establish  branches,  are  their 
safely  OS  places  of  deposit  for  the  n^onal 
treasures,  and  that  they  throw  into  circolatlon 
a  currency  of  eqnal  valae  and  common  nse 
thronghoat  the  Union.  If  branohee  have  been 
established  in  reference  to  tb«e  objects,  I  will 
not  pretend  that  the  privileges  conferred  by  the 
charter  have  been,  in  this  respect,  violated. 
But  if^  on  the  other  hand,  these  objects  have 
been  lost  right  of  in  tie  location  of  branches,  if 
other  designs  have  been  kept  in  view  in  de- 
ciding npon  such  meaanrea,  and  especially,  sir, 
if  branches  have  been  established,  or  directors 
selected  with  a  view,  at  this  time,  to  secore  in- 
flnence  in  this  House,  each  motives,  I  am  satis- 
fied, wonld  neither  meet  with  approval  or 
toleration  here ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  with  an 
noqaalified  condemnation,  both  here  and 
throoghont  this  whole  eonntry. 

Mr.  WA.TNB  endeavored  repeatedly  to  obtain 
the  fioor,  with  a  view  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  resolntion  of  Mr.  Olattos  ;  bat 

Mr.  Bkll,  of  Tennessee,  said,  I  inteoded  to 
have  voted  for  the  resolntjoc  iabmitted  by  the 
geotlemui  from  Georgia,  before  the  friends  of 
the  bank  generally  manifested  their  acqnies- 
oeoce  in  the  pftpriety  of  yielding  to  the  inquiry. 
I  considered  such  an  investigation  of  the  ffiSairs 
of  the  bank  as  was  proposed,  not  only  proper 
and  desirable  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
country  in  regard  to  its  true  condition,  bnt  it 
app^red  to  me  to  be  pecnliarly  proper  that  the 
inquiry  shonld  be  instituted,  as,  nnaer  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  demand  of  a  oommitt«e,  sus- 
picions of  abuses  in  the  management  of  the 
Wk,  ii^urious  to  its  character  and  usefalness, 
must  have  been  the  consequence  of  a  refasal  of 
the  investigation.  If  the  proposition  for  the 
inquiry  had  been  SQbmitt«d  without  any  alle- 
gation of  actual  abuses,  npon  reflection,  I  am 
disposed  to  think  the  preoedent  that  would  be 


established  by  acceding  to  it,  as  highly  nsefal 
and  proper  in  such  a  case.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Iti.  Bkabdslet,}  that  soch  an  inqniry  aa  is 
now  proposed  should  precede  every  renewal  of 
snob  an  insUtntion.  In  an  afiUr  of  such  general 
and  diverse  interests^  nothing  should  be  taken 
npon  the  rcpresentatjons  of  Uiose  who  have,  or 
may  be  supposed  to  have,  an  interest  either  in 
withholding  any  material  information,  or  of 
giving  a  fuse  coloring  to  such  aa  they  might 
uiink  proper  to  afford.  Besides,  under  all  the 
oircnmstanoea,  to  assnre  the  public  confidence, 
and  to  vindicate  this  House  itself,  should  it  pro- 
ceed to  vote  a  renewal  of  the  charter  <rf'  the 
bank  at  the  present  session,  from  any  impnta- 
tion  of  undue  influences,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  moet  mureserved  opportunity  should  bo 
^ven  to  the  enemies  of  the  bank  of  exploring 
it£  most  secret  affairs,  should  they  reqoire  such 
a  privilege.  The  slightest  shade  of  suspicion 
which  may  rest  npon  it,  from  whatever  cause 
prodnced,  should  be  removed,  by  yielding  s 
ready  acquiescence  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  in 
the  power  of  the  opponents  of  the  bank  to 
devise,  I  woold  have  supported  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  6eoi^  upon  an- 
other groond,  without  any  deugn  to  pr^udice 
the  interests  of  the  bank.  If  there  are  any  con- 
cealed transactions  of  the  bank  of  a  reprehen- 
sible character,  or  any  abuses  of  the  pnvileges 
conferred  npon  it,  not  known  to  the  public,  it 
is  of  importance  that  Ijiey  should  be  brought  to 
light,  in  order  that  tbey  may  be  guarded  against 
or  prevented  in  tiiture,  by  Uie  terms  of  any  new 
charter  of  the  same,  or  of  a  ^milar  institution, 
which  may  be  granted  \  for  I  oonwder  that  if 
all  tlie  charges  brought  agunst  the  bank  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  should  be  established, 
tbey  would  still  not  be  conclusive  against  the 
recharter  uf  the  same  bank,  or  of  a  new  one. 
They  would  only  go  to  demonstrate  the  pro- 
----*y  and  neoeasitv  of  exercising  tlie  greatest 
mspection  and  vigilance  in  settlmg  Qm 
terms  and  conditions  of  a  new  charter.  They 
would,  at  most,  amount  to  nothing  more  tban 
arguments  addressed  to  the  oonnderation  of  the 
House,  and  of  the  public,  and  their  nrobable  ' 
recurrence  would  remain  to  be  weighea  agmnst 
the  public  convenience  and  utility  of  any  snob 
instJtntion. 

I  would  not  have  voted  for  the  reaolntion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of 
defeating  the  final  action  of  Congress  upon  the 
bank  question  at  the  present  seaaion,  as  has 
aUcflod  to  be  the  probable  motive  of  some 
who  were  inclined  to  fovor  the  proposition  fur 
iqniry,  I  would  have  eonudered  such  a 
mrse  as  wholly  indefensible.  But,  sir,  when 
the  question  sh^l  arise  upon  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  aijd  Meana,  I  desire 
ly  now  be  distinctly  understood  that  1  shall 
favor  of  the  postponement  of  the  subject 
to  a  period  beyond  the  term  of  the  present  Con- 
gress^ and  as  a  motive  has  already  been 
ascribed  to  those  who  favored  a  postponement 
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of  the  loaiD  qnestion,  I  feel  it  due  to  myself 
repi;  to  saoh  Bijggestioiu  as  have  been  thus 
tbixiwii  out  with   the   apparent  Intentioii  of 
denonnoing  in  advance  an;  movement  for  that 
purpose. 

I  hold  that  aaj  motive  which  is  fit  to  be 
acted  upon  hj  anr  member  of  this  House,  is  fit 
also  to  be  avowed,  and  I,  for  one,  will  not  omit 
to  avow  the  motives  which  govern  me  upon 
this  question.  I  am  willing  that  it  shall  be 
decided  bj  those  to  whom  I  am  directly  respon- 
sible for  my  course  here,  and  by  all  honorable 
men,  whose  good  opinion  I  hope  I  shall  always 
seek  to  desire,  whellier,  in  the  coarse  I  sliall 
pnrsue,  tliere  is  any  shrinking  from  pablic  duty, 
or  any  sorrender  of  that  independence  of  per- 
sonal and  le^slAtive  action,  whiob  becomes  a 
representatdve  of  ft  portion  of  the  people  upon 
this  fioor, 

Kore  has  already  been  s^d,  and  still  more 
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or  aUeged  to  exist  between  the 
decision  of  this  question  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  and  the  pending  Presidential  elec- 
tion, I  admit  the  truth  of  the  proposition  to 
the  fullest  extent,  that  qoeations  of  great  pnblic 
interest  should  not  yield  or  be  postponed  on 
tiie  gronnd  of  any  probable  effect  their  decision 
may  have  opon  the  elevation  of  one  man  or 
another  to  mere  place  or  power.  I  trust  that  I 
do,  and  I  oonfidentiy  hope  I  ever  shall,  feel  an 
nnmixed  indifference,  and  even  contempt,  for 
that  sort  of  partisan  zeal  and  anxiety  which  is 
Bometimea  exhibited  in  the  elections  of  the  high 
officers  of  tlie  Qovemment,  and  which  have  no 
higher  or  more  patriotic  objects  in  view,  than 
to  secure  the  possesion  and  control  of  the  sab- 
ordinate  offices  of  the  Government,  with  their 
attendant  emolnments ;  yet,  sir,  I  do  not  (ear 
to  avow,  in  the  present  case,  whatever  might 
be  the  importance  to  the  pablic  interests,  t£at 
this  question  should  be  settled  now ;  that  if,  in 
my  jndgment,  there  were  questions  and  inter- 
ests of  still  greater  magnitude — qaeatione  and 
intoreets  connected  with  the  permanent  well- 
being  of  this  numerous  and  Iree  people,  which 
wooTd  be  endangered  by  the  action  of  Congress 
upon  the  question  of  the  bank  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  I  would  not  hesitate  to 
make  that  the  ground  of  opposition  to  it  In 
all  snch  cases  of  conflicting  mtereots  and  objects, 
I  would  feel  it  my  duty  to  adhere  to  those 
which  I  regarded  as  the  paramonnt  ones.  I 
would  so  regulate  my  condnct  iu  the  present 
case,  if  I  considered  it  of  such  a  nature.  I  feel 
the  difficulty  of  taking  the  course  I  shall  take, 
without  subjecting  myself  to  the  imputation  of 
acting  npon  this  principle,  in  the  present 
instance ;  but  I  will  leave  it  to  be  inferred 
from  the  ground  I  shall  presently  state,  whether 
there  ore  not  sufficient  and  cogent  reasons  for 
the  postponement  of  this  question,  of  a  different 
kind ;  and  whether,  if  any  interest  is  to  suffer  by 
acting  upon  t^  snbject  now,  it  is  the  bonk  inter- 
est, or  any  one  of  equal  or  greater  importance. 
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As  to  tiie  propriety  of  rechortering  the  bank,  I 
will  say  ttiat  I  am  friendly  to  l£e  policT  of 
giving  to,  or  of  muntaining  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  this  Oovemment,  of  administering 
a  corrective  to  a  vitiated,  excessive,  or  fiuctnU- 
ing  currency ;  and  I  hope  that  the  propoeitim 
to  recharter  the  present  oauk  will  assume  md] 
a  shape,  that  I  can  cive  my  vote  in  favor  of  it. 
I  am  of  opinion  tLat  it  is  important,  if  not 
essential,  to  the  safe  and  economical  adminis- 
tration of  the  public  revenue  tiiat  this  Gorem- 
ment  should  possess  snch  a  power;  and  I  ua 
not  prepared  to  admit  that,  under  the  constitn- 
tion,  this  Government  may  not,  upon  some  wfe 
principle,  employ  its  own  citizens  aa  its  aeects 
and  auxiUaries  in  the  management  of  its  fisdl 
concerns,  and,  at  the  same  time,  co-I^KTste 
with  it  in  exerciung  a  salntoiy  control  over  the 
general  currency,  npon  a  sound  steto  of  which 
all  must  admit  the  fin^ciol  resouroes  of  the 
country  must  always  greatly  depend.  I  «ill 
go  furtiier,  and  say  tiiat  I  think  the  public  con- 
venience and  interest  would  be  greatly  cod- 
sulted  in  continuing  the  employment  of  tfie 
capital  now  vested  and  in  circulation,  npon  an 
or^nized  plan  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  these 
objects.  But  still  entertainiUK  these  opnimii 
and  views,  as  I  do,  I  camiot  admit  the  doctriae 
that  a  bank  is  the  chief  end  of  the  Qovemment, 
or  that  every  sound  maxim  or  principle  which 
should  govern  thelegislation  of  Congrees,  should 
give  way,  in  ordS-  to  secure  the  benefits  of  the 

f  resent  one.  I  b^  to  be  understood,  in  whst 
have  said  of  ue  principles  whi<^  should 
govern  CongresSj  as  not  allnding  to  any  bearing 
which  this  queetion  may  have  npon  the  Prea- 
dential  election.  I  will  explun,  before  I  have 
done,  to  what  I  allude. 
But  before  I  proceed  to  state  tbe  gnniiids 
,K>n  which  I  think  the  question  of  the  rechor- 
tering of  the  bank  should  be  postponed,  I  wiH 
moke  some  remarks,  as  J  intended,  in  riidog  to 
address  the  House,  upon  what  has  been  thrown 
out  in  the  course  of  this  debate  in  relation  to 
the  opiiuons  of  the  Pr^ident  n^n  Qiis  sDltject. 
I  em  not  responsible  for  the  mtrodnctioo  of 
this  topic  into  this  debate.  It  has  bew  brougfat 
into  the  discussion  by  others ;  and  what  1  shall 
say,  I  consider  proper  only  in  the  ^KJ  of  rq>lj. 
Gentiemen  of  both  sidee  of  this  qneeti<Mi  uv« 
thought  proper  to  give  their  own  versious  (rf 
the  views  of  the  President,  covnuuicated  to 
OouKress  in  his  public  Heesages.  On  one  ride, 
(gentiemen  infer  from  Uie  written  comninaica- 
tions  of  the  President  to  this  House,  that  he  has 
expressed  an  opinion  decided  and  unalterable 
against  the  bank,  or,  in  other  words,  that  he 
stands  committed  agwnst  it,  in  whatever  ah^ie 
form  a  proposition  for  rechortering  it  may 
come  \  while,  on  the  other  hand,  other  gentie- 
men contend  that  he  has  referred  the  whde 
matter  to  Congress,  in  snch  terms  as  to  leave  no 
~  to  doubt  but  that  he  win  suetioii  sny 
lich  Congress  may  present  for  his  «p- 
proval.  Now,  sir,  no  doubt  gentiemen  are  ^ 
'    tlie  e;q>re8non  of  their  opinionSi  upon 
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thu  nibject,  ftlthoogh  both  sides  deal  in  ex- 
bwnes,  Mid  the  position  taken  by  neitber  b 
b^e.  I  deny  th&t  there  is  an;  Mr  or  reason- 
ablo  pretext  ^scorerable  either  in  the  language 
or  aentiment  of  the  Uesaages  of  the  President 
for  tlua  great  diversitT  of  opinion  tm  to  what 
he  has  oommnnicated  to  CknigreBs  npon  this 
■nbjeot.  The  candid  and  impartial  inqnirer 
mast  admit  that  the  language  emplojed  ia  not 
e^niTocal  or  oracniar.  That  two 'opinions,  so 
directlT-  opposed  to  each  other,  ahoold  exist,  as 
to  the  tme  import  of  the  sereral  passages  in  the 
Mesaages  of  the  President  upon  the  anliject  of 
the  bank,  can  only  be  accoant«d  for  by  the 
diTetritj  of  the  feelings  and  interests  of  those 
who  differ  so  widely.  I  have  the  Hessages 
before  me ;  I  have  considered  them  oarefally, 
and  I  find  no  warrant  for  either  of  the  opposite 
eonelnsions  whioh  (rantlemen  have  drawn  from 
them.  That  the  Preaideot  hal  openly,  and 
fearless  of  conseqnences,  braved  the  opposition 
of  ail  those  who  are  so  proscriptive  in  their 
feelings  npon  this  snbject — who  are  m  ezclu- 
nyely  devoted  to  the  mterests  connected  with 
the  bank,  that  the;  cannot  sostain  or  coiin~ 
tenance  any  pnblie  man  who  ventnres  to  differ 
with  them  as  to  the  atnonnt  of  the  beneflta  the 
hank  has  conferred  npon  the  conntry,  or  who 
ean  see  any  oonstitntional  otjection  to  the  bank 
as  at  present  organized,  is  not,  and  cannot  be 
GOntrOTerted.  That,  adnutting  the  expediency 
of  some  institution  of  the  kind,  the  President, 
tar  himself^  wonld  prefer  one  orgaaiied  npon  a 
rerj  different  plan  fhim  the  present  one,  is 
eqaallT  clear ;  bat  that  he  has  on  one  side  or 
the  other  intended  to  commit  himaelf,  or  that 
he  has,  in  fact,  committed  himself  upon  the 
qnestion  of  rechartering  the  present  bank,  with 
some  modifications  of  its  present  charter  as  may 
he  propoeed,  I  deny.  I  tnaintajn  that  in  all  his 
commniuoationB  to  this  Eonse  npon  this  nnbject, 
he  baa  manifested  a  dne  and  respectful  deference 
fbr  the  opinion  of  the  people,  formed  npon  sof- 
£cient  coodderation,  and  deliberately  expressed 
through  their  conatitnted  orcans ;  and  that  be 
has  clearly  reserved  to  himself,  as  he  ought,  the 
pririlege  of  determining  his  final  action  npon 
the  subject,  nnder  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  and  of  the  coontry,  when  a  bill  shall  be 
presented  to  him  for  his  approval  or  rejection. 
This  Is  mj  indgment  upon  the  several  paasagec 
to  be  found  in  the  President's  Messages  upon 
this  subject,  and  I  do  not  4)elieve  that  any 

Sntleman  b  anthorized  to  speak  of  the  views  of 
B  Preudent  fiirther  than  he  has  thought  proper 
to  disclose  them  in  his  Messages.  Sir,  when 
die  President  shall  be  called  to  act  finally  npon 
this  qnestion,  that  he  will  do  so  nnder  a  fail  and 
solemn  sense  of  his  reeponsibility  to  the  country 
— npon  a  deliberate  consideration  of  all  the 
great  interests  connected  with  the  question, 
and  in  perfect  consistency  with  his  own  char- 
acter, I  do  not  doubt. 

A  Ions  contest  now  arose,  as  to  the  fact 
whether  Mr.  Root  had  or  bad  not  withdrawn 
Lis  amendment,  (whioh  proposed  that  the  Com- 


mitteo  of  Investigation  should  consist  of  seven 
members,  to  be  appointed  by  ballot.)  Mr.  R. 
insisted  that  he  bad  not  withdrawn  it:  Mr. 
Watmi  that  be  had.  After  a  very  desultory 
conversation,  it  was  decided  by  the  Chair  that 
the  amendment  bad  not  been  withdrawn ;  uid 
the  qnestion  was,  thereupon,  propounded  wpna 
its  adc^tion, 

Mr.  Boot  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.    Th^ 

ere  taken  accordingly,  and  stood— yeea  8^ 
naya  92. 

Bo  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Watni  offered  the  foUowing  amendment : 

JUtalttd,  That  ■  Belect  GonuBittee  b«  ^ipointed 
I  aeet  in  the  racsai  of  CoDgreiB,  to  tnipect  die 
books  and  axamine  into  the  proeeedJDgs  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  State*,  and  to  report  by  the 
third  Monday  in  December  next  wbRlher  any  fio- 
vision*  of  the  charter  bare  been  violated,  ai^  par- 
ticularly such  violations  of  the  charter  as  nay  have 
been  made  ainca  the  ISLh  day  of  January,  1810; 
snd  aUo  to  report  eipedsJly  wbettier  the  aaid  liank 
has,  at  any  time,  and  to  what  amount,  ianied  any 
bills,  notes,  or  drafts,  to  l>e  drculated  as  corteney, 
contrary  to,  or  evakve  of,  the  provisions  of  Ita 
charter ;  whether  the  lald  bank  baa,  directly  or  in- 
directly, dealt  or  traded  in  any  thing  eieept  Ulla 
of  eiohuige,  gold  or  ^ver  buUum,  or  in  the  sale  of 
good*  really  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent,  and 
not  redeemed  in  due  time,  or  goods  whioh  have 
been  the  poceed*  of  ita  laoda;  whether  tba  aald 
bank  has  direetly  or  indirectly  ebarged  or  reoslved 
for  or  upon  its  disooonli  and  toans,  from  the  time 
the  same  were  made  until  flually  repaid,  more  tlian 
at  the  rate  of  six  nei  cent,  per  annum ;  whether 
the  said  bank  baa  bad  or  owned,  or  haa  or  owea, 
uiy  landa,tenements,erfaereditameQts,except  aoch 
aa  are  requlvte  for  ita  Immediate  accommodation 
in  relation  to  the  cenvenient  transaotlon  of  bud- 
neu,  and  such  aa  have  been  bonafidi  mortgaged  to 
It  by  wiy  of  aecnrity,  or  conveyed  to  it  In  satlafao- 
tion  of  debts  prerioualy  contrscted  In  the  course  of 
its  dealings,  or  purcbased  at  sake  npon  judgments 
which  had  been  obtained  for  anch  debts.  And  alao 
to  report  the  amount  and  kinds  of  speel*  and  bul- 
lion imported  into  the  Duited  Statea  by  the  Itank, 
the  cost  of  tba  same,  and  tlMarrangementafor  pro- 
curiug  it;  the  amount  of  spede  exported  by  the 
baalc,  and  for  what  objecta,  and  tile  amount  sold 
by  the  bank  for  a  premium,  or  upon  diaoounted  p^ 
per  and  a  premium,  for  exportation ;  the  amount 
of  specie  furnUied  by  the  bank  to  any  department 
of  Government,  and  at  what  premiums,  with  a  re- 
port of  the  amounts  of  specie  reoeited  or  drawn  by 
the  bank  ftom  incorporated  t>auk>  in  the  States, 
and  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the  aolount  of 
bills,  notes,  or  checks  of  the  Slate  banks,  and  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  acquired  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  11*  bnuiclies,  distin- 
guishing the  amounts  Irom  each,  and  the  manner 
(he  same  were  acquired ;  the  manner  in  wbich  add 
notea,  billa,  or  checks  have  been  redeemed  by  said 
baidu  from  week  to  week,  or  at  other  intervals,  aa 
may  have  been  stipulaKd  tietween  the  Bank  of  tbe 
United  Stale*  and  such  banks,  showiug  tli*  con- 
tracts with  each  for  the  redemption  of  the  nolea  or 
UBs  of  each,  aud  the  amounts  of  intereat  sevenlly 
paid  by  said  banks  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  billa,  notes,  or  checks  held  by  the 
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bulk ;  the  Bums  la&ned  by  the  Biuili  of  the  United 
States  to  Sute  biuika,  uid  to  banks  ia  tbe  District 
of  Colnmbia,  tbe  interest  upon  tbe  same,  and  in 
'what  manner  the  sanie  were  repaid,  vith  a  report 
of  the  profit  recflired  or  made  by  the  bank,  by  pr«- 
miums  upon  foreign  and  domeetlc  eichnoge,  and 
the  rates  of  eiciuuige  ettablished  by  aaidbank  from 
time  to  time,  and  ifthe  Bom  bare  been  fixed  with  a 
due  regard  to  tbe  conne  of  trade ;  with  a  report  of 
its  deiUineB  ia  foreign  exchange  on  its  own  biila, 
■ad  at  what  rates,  and  with  euch  u  hare  been 
bought  by  the  bank  &om  indiflduale,  copartner- 
ihips,  or  incorporated  companies,  and  the  ad- 
vances charged  upon  the  Bales  of  the  same ;  with  n 
report  of  the  issues  of  post  notes,  or  notes  payable 
to  order,  issoed  by  the  bank,  the  withdrawal  or  re- 
demption of  the  same,  and  of  checks  drawn,  and  at 
what  rates  sold ;  with  a  report  of  the  funds  of  tbe 
Umted  States  receiTed  on  depodt  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  ita  branches,  dlEtiDgnishiag 
the  same  as  to  time  and  amounts,  of  the  sums  trans- 
mitted by  the  bank  for  the  Ooternment,  and  to  what 
placeB,  the  times  when  done,  the  modes  of  transfer, 
and  the  cost,  if  any,  to  the  bank,  for  doing  the 
game,  and  whether  the  same  has  not  been  done, 
and  given  a  profit  to  the  bank ;  with  a  report  of 
the  profits  made  by  the  bank  by  discounts  and  ex- 
change upon  Government  deposits,  and  of  the  loans 
made  by  the  Bank  of  the  Udted  States  to  the  Got- 
emment  of  moneys  advanced  to  tbe  GoTemnient, 
or  to  either  of  its  departments,  and  the  Interest  or 
premiums  paid  by  the  Government  for  such  loans 
or  advances  :  with  a  report  of  the  diOerent  kinds 
of  stock  pledged  to,  or  at  any  time  owned  by,  the 
bank,  in  any  other  bank,  or  incorporated  company, 
railroad  Or  canal  company,  particularly  distin^iso- 
ing  how  the  same  was  acquired  and  parted  with, 
and  of  the  sums  loaned  to,  or  advanced  or  given  to, 
any  incorporated  or  unincorporated  railrdad  or 
canal  company,  and  the  terms  upon  which  the  same 
were  made,  and  the  inducement  for  any  donadone 
Khich  may  have  been  .made,  and  the  authority  of 
(he  bank  In  the  charter  for  doing  the  same.  Also, 
to  report  if  any  and  which  of  the  branches  of  the 
■ud  bank  have  been  uaprodnctive  from  the  eatab- 
Ushmgnt  of  then,  and  what  salaries  have  been 
'  given  to  the  offleers  of  suck  unproductive  branches, 
and  the  amonnte  or  kinds  of  bills  or  notes,  and 
where  payable,  which  tiie  bank  has,  from  tJnie  ' 
time,  transmitted  to  its  fartDches. 

That  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  meet 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  remun  there 
long  as  may  be  necessary ;  that  tbey  shall  have 
-  power  to  Bend  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  requisite  clerks,  the  expense  of  which 
aball  be  audited  and  allowed  by  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  and  paid  out  of  tbo  contingent  fund  of 
(be  Home. 


FsiDAY,  March  S. 

Comntod/m  Oetaiur't  Ban, 

The  bill  was  irirther  debated  hj  Ur.  Sladb 

and  Mr.  BuED,  who  both  were  opposed  to  the 

amendment  offered  on  Satarday  lost  by  Mr. 

D&VTB,  of  Massaohngetta,  and  addressed  the 

House  at  length  in  sapport  of  their  respective 

views ;  when 

Mr.  DtoKBOiT  moved  to  strike  ont  the  enact- 


ing clanse  of  tbe  bill,  (which  amonnta  to  its  r«- 
jeotion,)  bat  the  motion  waa  negatived — jtmM 
68,  nays  7». 

The  oommittee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  withoot  amendment. 

Mr.  Bavu  moved  the  same  amendment  he 
had  preriondy  offered  in  Committee  tX  tbe 
Whole ;  rejected— yMB  78,  nays' 102. 

Mr.  PnasoB  moved  the  amendment  he  had 
formerly  proposed,  also  r^eoted— yeaa  60,  nay* 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  the  engroNniMt 
of  tbe  bill,  and  it  was  decided  as  (bllowa : 

Teib. — VeasTE.  Adams,  Adair,  Anderson,  Ardi- 
er,  Barringer,  James  Bates,  Bell,  Bouck,  Branch, 
Briggs,  J.  Brodhead,  J.  C.  Brodhead,  BnJlud, 
Cambreleng,  Careon,  Chinn,  Clay,  Collier,  L.  Co«- 
dict,  S.  Condit,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig,  Dayai, 
Dearborn,  Denny,  Doobleday,  Drayttm,  J.  Enn^ 
E.  Everett,  Ford,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Heiater,  Hogti^ 
Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Ihrie,  laack^ 
Jarvis,  Jenifer,  R.  IL  Johnson,  Cave  JohnsKi,  C. 
C.  Johnston,  Eavanagh,  H-  Ejng,  Eerr,  Lent, 
Lewis,  McCarty,  HcDuffle,  Hclotire,  HcKennu. 
Uercer,  Uilligaa,  Huhlcnberg,  Pendleton,  FierSM, 
Piteher,  Polk,  E.  0.  Beed,  Smith,  Sonle,  E^l^t, 
Stephens,  F.  Thomas,  P.  Thomaa,  Verpknck, 
Washington,  Watmoogh,  Wayne,  Weeks,  C.  F. 
White,  E.  D.  White,  Wickliffe— 18. 

NaTs. — Hessrs.  C.  Allan,  Allison,  Armatrang,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  Babcoek,  Bank^  H.  Barber,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barstow,  Beardsley,  Betfattne, 
James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bard,  Ckhooo,  Out, 
Cbandler,  Claiborne,  Coke,  Conner,  E.  Cooke,  B. 
Cooke,  Cooper,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creig;htctti,  Daniel, 
Davenport,  J.  Davis,  Dcwart,  Dick»Dn,  Doddridge, 
Duncan,  Ellsworth,  G.  Evans,  H.  Everett,  Felder, 
Foster,  Grenncll,  Griffin,  T.  H.  Hall,  W.  Hall, 
Hammons,  Harper,  Hawea,  Hodges,  Hi^hea,  Hnnt- 
bgton,  Irvio,  Jewett,  Kendall,  J.  King,  I^mv, 
Lansing,  Iieavitt,  Lecompte,  Lyon,  Hann,  Haidis, 
MarshJ],  Uaxwell,  W.  McCoy,  R.  HcCov,  HcKay, 
T.  R.  Uitehell,  Newnan,  Fearce,  Potts,  J.  Beed, 
Rancher,  Root,  Ruasel,  W.  B.  Sbepard,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Blade,  Southard,  Speoce,  Btanbenr, 
Standifer,  Storrs,  Taylor,  J.  Thompson,  TompkiDs, 
Tracy,  Tanco,  Vinton,  Wardwoll,  Wheeler,  K. 
Whittlesey,  Williams,  Toong— -8fi. 

So  the  bill  was  r^eoted. 


ItffSDxj,  March  13. 


The  Honse  resomed  the  oonrideratim  of  Mr. 
Ol*tton'b  roBolution,  together  with  Mr.  Boor's 
amendment,  [which  was  leconndered  March  9,] 
to  appoint  the  committee  by  bsSot. 

Mr.  Blub,  of  Booth  Carolina,  said :  If  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Sew  Tork, 
is  adopted,  it  will  be  carried  by  the  vots  of 
those  friendly  to  the  bank.  The  same  nwin- 
bers  will  then  hand  in  their  folded  tJcketiand 
elect  a  committee,  the  n^jority  of  whian,  if  not 
the  whole,  will  be  ia  favor  of  rooewiiig  the 
charter,  and  friendly  to  the  bank ;  and  that  m- 
sdmUon  will  have  nothing  to  g^jpraheod  Irow 
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tile  result  of  their  inqiuriea.  We  will  see  ex- 
hibited the  abeard  fiiroe  of  the  ooonsed  Bitting 
in  judgment  upon  its  own  trial,  or  rather  de- 
oiding  whetber  it  will  aahmit  to  be  tried  even 
bj  ita  own  particnlap  Menda.  Yea,  sir,  aud 
Mr.  B.,  all  this  will  be  done,  and  the  American 
people  will  be  lelt  to  gaees  at  the  agents  by 
whom  it  is  effected.  They  will  be  left  to  gnesa 
at  the  names  of  those  who  have  oonstitated  the 
bank  the  sole  judge  in  its  own  canse.  A  com- 
mittee friendly  to  the  bank,  and  disposed  to 
acreen  the  malversations  of  its  officers,  will  be 
Klected  by  an  agency  perfectly  irresponsible, 
beeaose  noknovn  to  the  people.  Now,  sir, 
itud  Ur.  B.,  I  wonid  ask,  is  thvs  the  coarse  of 
conscious  rectitude  and  innocence  T  Is  this  the 
morse  an  honorable,  high-minded  individnal 
would  parsae,  when  his  official  character  has 
been  implicated  and  slandered  t  Would  he  not 
instantly  demand  a  oonrt  of  inqairy,  and,  in- 
stead of  shanning,  would  he  not  court  investi- 
gation !  Finally,  he  wonId  ask  the  friends  of 
tbe  institntion  themseWes,  if  they  could  hope  to 
sustain  its  chaiacter  and  credit  with  the  Ameri- 
can i>eople,  by  shielding  it  from  a  full,  a  free, 
and  rigid  examination  of  its  oondition,  and  of 


Mr.  Etbbbtt,  of  Uassachoaetta,  said :  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (]£r.  Root,)  and  will 
briefly  state  my  reasons.  It  has  been  too 
readily  taken  for  granted,  becense  this  inquiry 
is  moved  by  a  gentleman  avowedly  hostile  to 
the  bank,  Oiat  therefore  the  parliamentary  rule 
requires  that  the  committee  snonld  be  unfriend- 
ly to  the  institution.  I  do  not  so  understand 
Uie  mlB ;  I  admit  that  the  committee  ought  to 
be&iendly  tothe  inquiry;  that  is  to  say,  willing 
to  take  it  np  and  carry  it  through,  in  good  iaitii, 
not  becaase  there  is  an;  parliamentu7  rule  to 
this  effeot,  bnt  t>ecause  common  sense  requires 
it;  beeanse  it  cannot  even  be  suppoaed  Uiat  a 
committee  will  not  cheerfidly  and  consoien- 
tjou^  perform  a  dnty  intrusted  to  them  by 
the  House.  There  is  no  meaning  in  the  propo- 
lition  of  a  committee  friendly  to  the  inqairy, 
bnt  this — a  committee  friendly  to  doing  the  dnty 
enjoined  upon  it. 

But  of  those  in  favor  of  the  inquiry,  under 
the  present  circnm  stances,  there  are  two  classes: 
one  such  as  are  friendly  to  the  bank,  and  think 
the  inqniry  will  result  in  eionerating  the  bank 
from  the  charges  brought  against  it  \  and  the 
other  such  as  are  hostile  to  the  bank  and  in 
favor  of  inatitutinK  the  inquiry,  as  certun  to 
lead  to  delay,  and  likely,  in  their  judgment,  to 
result  m  the  destruction  of  the  institution. 
Now,  I  uuuntain  that,  as  far  as  the  parliament- 
ary role  alluded  to  refers  at  all  to  the  case,  it 
demands  that  this  inqniry  should  be  committed 
to  persons  of  the  former  and  not  of  the  latter 
chue ;  to  the  friends  and  not  the  enemies  of  the 
ioatitntion.  That  rule  refers  to  the  dispoaiti 
to  be  made  of  bills  before  the  House,  and  what 


is  it?    It  is  laid  down  in  the  Manual  asfollows: 

"Those  who  take  exceptions  to  some  partdonlars 
of  the  hill  are  to  be  of  the  committee :  but 


will  not  amend  \  or,  as  is  said,  the  child  is  not 
to  be  put  to  a  nurse  that  cares  not  for  it.  It  is 
therefore  a  constant  rule  that  no  man  Is  to  be 
employed  in  any  matter  who  has  declared  him- 
self against  it"  The  rule  even  goes  so  far  aa  to 
require  that  "when  any  member  who  is  against 
the  bill  hean  himself  named  of  its  committee, 
he  ought  to  oak  to  be  eioused." 

Oon  any  thing  be  clearer  than  this,  as  far  a> 
the  rule  goes  I  Can  we  stand  on  any  such  nar- 
row ground  aa  that  inquiry,  which  is  only  the 
acting  of  the  committee  m  obedience  to  the 
Hoose — Is  the  thing  to  which  the  committee 
is  to  be  friendly?  Certainly  not.  We  most 
look  to  the  substance.  The  matter  in  hand  is 
the  bank.  The  bill  is  the  bill  reohartering  tho 
bank ;  the  hill  now  on  the  table.  Every  gen- 
tleman who  has  spoken  to  this  resolution  of  io- 
<jairy,  has  spoken  as  directly  to  that  bill  as  if 
it  were  nommally  before  the  House.  I  am  even 
of  the  opinion  that  the  present  motion,  for  this 
very  reason,  is  not  strictly  in  order ;  and  tliat 
if  inqniry  'be  deemed  neeesaary,  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  move  to  discharge  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  and  to  reoommil 
the  bill,  with  instructions  to  inqnire,  to  a  stand- 
ing or  a  Select  Committee.  This,  I  take  it,  is 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  parliamentary  rule, 
of  which  we  nave  heard  so  much.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  do  not  insist 
that  this  rule  refers  to  anestions  of  this  na- 
ture. I  do  not  claim  the  benefit  of  this  inter- 
pretation, clear  as  it  is,  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  As  a  teohnioal 
parliamentary  rule,  I  beUeve  that  usage  restriota 
It  to  matters  of  a  more  private  character.  The 
rechartering  of  the  bank  ia  a  large  qoestioii, 
interesting  to  the  whole  country,  connected  with 
its  great  interests,  wearing,  in  some  respeota,  a 
political  aspect,  and  stondmg  far  above  the  class 
of  mere  business  matters,  to  which  the  rule  la 
generally  understood  to  apply.  Bnt  I  proceed 
on  far  broader  grounds  than  those  of  technical 
role,  in  requiring  that  the  committee  should 
not  be  hostile  to  the  existence  of  the  institution 
— the  grounds  of  common  justioe  and  common 

Analogous  oases  have  been  ni^ed  upon  ua. 
It  has  been  asked  what  we  ahonld  think  of  an 
officer  of  tbia  House,  or  of  the  Government 
who,  if  grave  charges  were  made  against  him, 
shontd  maist  that  the  investigation  should  be 
made  by  persons  opposed  to  having  the  matter 
inquired  mto.  The  case  is  idly  put ;  for  it  is 
not  a  possible  8Upp<Hition  that  any  innooent 
man,  against  wliom  grave  charges  are  made, 
should  be  nnwillingthatthev  should  l>e  investi- 
gated ;  and  every  man  is  held  innooent  till  ha 
ia  found  to  be  guilty.  But  this  inquiry  is  moved 
by  persons  who  think  that,  whether  the  bank 
is  innocent  or  not  in  the  matter  iminired  iab\ 
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H  ought  to  be  broken  down.  And  if  gentlemen 
wish  for  an  analo^oiu  case,  what  woold  they 
think  of  committing  the  invefitigfttion  into 
chiirgw  preferred  against  an  officer  of  the 
House,  or  of  the  Government,  to  persons  who 
had  DOt  only  deolared  their  minds  made  np  in 
regard  to  dl  the  matters  to  be  investigated, 
bnt  had  avowed  the  opinion  that,  whether 
g^nilt;  or  iniiooent|  be  ought  to  lie  deprired  of 
ofBoe,  and  even  hfat  Gentlemen  tell  as  the 
bank  is  cormpt ;  that  it  is  broken,  and  unable 
to  par  its  debts ;  and  that  it  has  bean  oondncted 
in  the  most  dishonorable  and  fraudnlent  manner ; 
that  it  is  a  great  and  oppreanve  evil,  a  curse  to 
the  oonotrr ;  and,  finallj,  nnoonstitntdona] ; 
and  then  politely  aak  the  m^oritj  of  this 
Hoose,  who  are  friendly  to  it,  to  ^ve  them,  its 
pledged  eneoues,  the  control  of  this  committee, 
avowedly  to  be  nsed  for  the  pnrpoBes  of  delay, 
and,  if  pixsibl^  for  those  of  deatraction.  Would 
■nch  a  proposition  between  man  and  mao  be 
thoQ^t  consonant  to  the  mlu  of  equity  f 

This  demand  for  a  hostile  oonuuittee  is  new  ; 
it  is  not  a  fortnight  old.  The  memorial  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  asking  for  the  renewal  of 
their  ohaner,  was  presented  on  the  Sth  of 
Janoary.  A  debate  arose  whether  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  Oommittoe  of  Ways'and  Means 
or  a  Select  Committee.  It  was  understood  and 
stated  thatj  in  either  case,  the  committee  was 
to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  the  bank 
had  been  oondooted,  if  they  deemed  inquiry 
neoeaury.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  CuaaMixsa)  wanted  the  great  questjon 
innatigated,  whether  the  buik  should  be  allowed 
to  issue  orders  "  p^able  nowhere."  Another 
geotlemaa  from  New  York  (Mr.  HopniAH) 
wished  all  the  "  vices "  of  the  bank  to  be 
probed.  The  enemies  of  the  bank  generally 
fwith  a  few  of  its  friends)  voted  for  ike.  Select 
Oommittee :  bat  it  was  conoaded  on  all  hands, 
and  expressly  admitted  by  the  gentleman  fhnn 
New  York,  (Mr.  Oucbbblxko,)  ttiat  the  ra»- 
jority  of  the  oommittee  would  of  coarse  be 
friendly  to  the  bank.  Nothing  has  ooomred 
to  change  tbe  qnastion  since,  nor  to  make  it 
uy  the  leas  proper  that  this  inquiry  shonld  be 
referred  to  persons  who  will  tftke  it  up  on  the 
flindamental  prindple  of  Justice — that  every 
person  shall  be  esteemed  innooent  till  he  is 
proven  to  be  guilty. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  BeaxdS' 
ur,}  who  spoke  at  length  against  this  amend- 
ment of  hiB  oollwgne,  gave,  nevertheless,  a 
satisfactory  reason  why  it  ought  to  pass.  He 
really  conoeded  the  whole  matter  now  in  oon- 
troversy.  Be  add  that  though  the  Speaker 
ought  to  name  the  committee,  lie  ehonla  do  it 
sooording  to  some  principle  to  be  Md  down  by 
the  Bonse.  What  that  principle  was,  I  did 
not  understand  tbe  gentleman  to  state.  Still 
leas  do  I  onderstond  id  what  way  that  principle 
is  to  be  laid  down  by  the  House.  It  is  the  very 
object  of  the  amendment  to  have  the  oommit- 
tee designated  on  some  principle  approved  by 
the  House.    The  gentleman  will  not  tmat  tlie 
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Speaker  to  name  them,  but  upon  some  prind- 
ple to  be  previondy  (I  know  not  in  what  way) 
preaoribed. 

It  is  pl^  there  is  no  way  by  which  tbe 
House  can  contarl  tbeprindpteoflwhiohs  oom- 
mittee shall  be  chosen,  but  by  oboodng  them 
itself,  li,  indeed,  the  gentleman  wQl  inoor^ 
rote  his  nile  into  the  resolution ;  if  he  will  m- 
sert  after  the  word  oommittoe,  "  to  eonsst  irf 
persons  friMikdly  to  the  bank,"  I  should  nndcT' 
stand  his  oonm,  and  perhaps  go  with  him. 
Or,  if  he  would  insert  "  to  connst  of  tiie  sworn 
enemies  of  tbe  bank,"  I  had  almost  ooid  I 
would  vote  for  such  an  amendment,  ^sdorin^ 
as  it  would,  tbe  policy  of  this  movemtnt,  in  a 
light  in  which  the  conntiy  would  understand 
it.  It  would  then  appear  tbat  we  are  called 
Qpon  to  do  a  thing  abborrent  to  every  notion  of 
Jnstioe ;  and  as  friends  of  the  bank,  bidding  tbe 
&te  of  the  institution  in  our  hond^  and  reqxm- 
sible  to  the  country  for  the  contumed  «goy- 
ment  by  the  people  of  the  advantagee  wUdi  it 
ii  now  confeiring  on  them,  I  must  aay  it  would 
appear  that  we  are  asked  to  betray  a  veiy  re- 
sponsible tmsL 

Mr.  Amgkl,  of  New  York,  said :  As  regiidi 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  iobi 
tbe  oonduot  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  8tat«a, 
I  do  not  consider  it  very  material  whether  it 
be  made  in  the  iwubI  manner  by  the  Speaker, 
or  in  the  unusual  manner  proposed  by  my  cot- 
league,  (Mr.  Root,)  by  ballot  of  tbe  Hootew  Tbs 
respectful  opinion  I  entertain  of  the  membeit 
of  this  Honse  will  not  permit  me  to  believe  that 
the  committee,  iii  whatevo'  mode  selected,  wiD 
consist  of  other  than  honcHrable  men,  deeply 
sensible  of  their  obligatitHi  to  probe  its  coocen^ 
and  resolved  to  do  their  duty  In  a  manner  fear- 
less of  the  bank,  and  honest  to  the  oovnlry. 
But  some  of  tbe  reasons  assigned  by  gentlenKa 
for  their  great  solidtude  to  have  theoommittM 
appointed  by  the  ballot  of  the  Hoom,  if  thq 
cannot  awaken  a  snqiidon  of  their  mcrtiTe,  ap- 
pear to  me  very  extraordinary.  While  Hmj 
pay  tbe  highest  oomplimente  to  the  integrity  of 
the  Chair,  express  the  most  onlimitM  cmfi- 
dence  in  the  Speaker,  and  expreoaly  diaclwrn  all 
suspicion  of  partiality  on  his  part,  they  sip 
the  iq)pointment  of  tbe  committee  by  the  ballot 
of  tbe  House,  to  relieve  him  from  uie  tohnui- 
BJbility  which  he  incurs  every  day,  son  en 
every  other  sutyeot  of  appointing  the  comBut- 
tee.  Why  do  gentlemen  urge  na  to  depart  (ma 
the  ordinary  mode  of  appcuiting  the  coounit- 
tee,  while  they  dedare  they  have  nolhiiig  to 
fear,  and  fear  nothing  from  tbe  afipointnuut  cf 
it,  in  the  ordinary  mode,  by  the  Obdrl  To 
Justify  tbe  extraordinary  oouna  miposed,  tome 
good  reason  ahonld  be  shown.  N<nie  sooh  bse 
been  offered,  or  con  be  pretended;  aod  Ido 
not  feel  myself  justified  without  canseto  depart 
from  tbe  safe  and  ocdinoiy  mode  of  appdirtiog 
the  oommlttM  by  the  Speaker,  to  the  oaoertaiB 
and  extraordinary  mode  trfa  ballot. 
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Th«  House  resumed  Hr.  Ou^ttoh's  resoln- 
tioD,  the  qnestioa  being  on  Mr.  Boor's  propo- 
sition to  appoint  the  oommittee  bj  ballot, 

[A  most  dlaetiiiiTa  deb«t«  enmed,  in  whiefa  Hr. 
Root,  lEr.  An^,  Mt.  Beudile;  and  lb.  ColHer,  lU 
of  Ne»  York,  took  put,  tni  in  wMoh  Hew  ToA 
politics  e«me  in  Ibr  the  largest  share  of  diMnssi 
at  the  end  of  irhieh  Che  questioa  wt»  loodl;  called 
for.] 

The  qoeatioQ  was  then  pat  on  Mr.  Root' 
amendment,  (to  Iiave  the  committee  appointed 
bj  twllot,)  and  the  vote  tbereon  stood— jeas 
101,  nays  W. 

Beforo  th^  resnlt  was  annonnced  from  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Flujixbb,  who  hod  voted  yea,  askod 
le&ve  to  change  his  vote,  and  then  voted  oaj. 
Thin  made  the  vote  stand — yeas  100,  nays  100, 

The  Spbiebb  gave  the  casting  vote  in  the 
n^ative;  and  the  amendment  was  r^ected. 

The  question  reonrred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wati™. 

Mr.  Wathi  took  the  floor  in  snpport  of  iL 
When,  sud  he,  the  disonssion  began  npon  the 
reeolntton  moved  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Out- 
Tos,)  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  engaged 
in  the  debate.  Bat  the  declarations  of  gentle- 
men, that  if  a  Committee  of  Inqairy  shonld  be 
allowed,  it  must  have  a  very  limited  tjme  for 
investigation,  and  shall  be  considered  prepara- 
tory to  the  diacQBsion  of  the  bill  for  the  renew- 
al of  the  cbarter  of  the  bank  at  this  session  of 
Congresa,  indace  me  to  remonstrate  agaiost  a 
coarse  which  seemingly  granu  what  is  asked, 
but  wilt,  in  effect  ba  a  denial.  If  a  thll  inquiry 
be  intended,  sacn  bh  the  momentooa  interests 
connected  with  the  Bnbjf.ct  demand,  the  com- 
mittee to  which  it  mar  be  confided  should  be 
altogetber  nnrestricted.  It  shooid  have  the 
oonndence  which  is  given  to  all  oommitt«ea 
raised  for  othor  parposes.  If  it  shall  not  have 
it,  Htich  an  mipreoedented  departure  from  the 
nniform  practice  of  both  Houses  of  Oongreas, 
cannot  fail  to  attract  pnblic  attention,  and  it 
will  demand  a  Jostificatioo  for  it,  of  a  very 
different  kind  from  the  nugracioDH  snspidon  so 
often  expressed  in  this  debate,  that  the  resoln- 
tion  for  inqniry  has  been  introduced  only 
for  the  pnrpose  of  postponing  to  another  ses- 
sion of  CoOfness  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank.  Gentlemen  in  theirgreat  anxiety  to 
preoipitate  ns  to  snch  a  conclasion,  are  n^Just 
to  their  opponents  and  to  themaelvei  for  the 
restriction  as  to  time,  taken  in  connection  with 
their  streauons  efforts  to  have  a  committee 
chosen  by  ballot — another  very  unosnal  depar- 
tnre  fi«m  onr  practice — may  be  Jnstifiably 
thought  to  be  intended  to  defeat  inquiry  alto- 
gether, or  to  have  a  very  imperfect  and  partial 
examination  into  the  afEurs  of  the  bonk.  The 
limitation  proposed  must  proceed  from  tl^e  be- 


lief that  a  ftill  investigation  can  be  made  in 
three  or  four  weeks,  and  that,  either  from  want 
of  indnstry  or  some  sinister  reason,  it  will  not 
be  done.  Sir,  the  latter  has  been  said,  but 
with  the  OQstomary  caution  of  insinuadon, 
Oan  it  be  right  for  us  to  make  snch  a  presump- 
tion in  advance  of  a  committee,  to  ^ieh  any 
duty  is  to  be  assigned}  Onr  legislaUon  may 
be  searched  in  vain  for  an  example  to  Justify 
any  such  restriction.  Qentlemen  are  consdent- 
ly  asked  to  prodace  one  from  onr  Journals.  It 
cannot  be  done.  They  will  show  no  such  im- 
putation npon  any  previous  oommittee ;  and,  in 
the  most  unoffending  but  poutive  spirit,  I  will 
say  the  proportion  is  as  little  worthy  of  the  mag- 
nanimity of  those  by  whom  it  will  be  sustained 
as  it  wilL  if  adopted,  be  derogatory  to  those 
who  may  be  chosen  to  make  the  investigation. 
It  strikes  some  of  ns  to  be  so  singnlar,  that  if 
we  did  not  Imow  the  sincere  characters  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  advocated  it,  we  should 
say  it  was  designed  to  defeat  all  inquiry,  by 
making  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the 
Speaker  of  the  Honse  to  find  gentlemen  who 
will  willingly  undertake  the  duty,  under  such 
restrtunts. 

But,  sir,  they  will  be  found ;  tiie  purposes  we 
have  in  view  must  not  be  defeated  by  any  re- 
sentment which  the  oonrse  pursued  by  our  ad- 
versaries may  excite.  My  colleague,  and  the 
gentlemen  who  may  be  associated  with  him, 
will  do  their  duty ;  and  let  me  tell  yon,  sir, 
what  will  be  the  result.  They  will  report  to 
you  that  they  have  not  had  IJme  allowed  t« 
make  a  full  and  satdsfactory  examination,  but 
tbey  will  report  enongh  to  convince  Uie  people 
of  this  country  of  the  propriety  and  necesnty 
of  a  thorough  scrutiny  mto  the  management  of 
■he  bank,  and  the  operation  of  the  system  as  it 
is  now  organized,  upon  great  national  interest& 
Bo  geuUemen  really  beheve  that  an  examina- 
tion with  the  view  of  showing  the  extent  to 
which  the  bank  has  fulfilled  the  purposes  of  its 
creation,  and  to  illustrate,  by  its  past  operation^ 
the  future  effect  of  snoh  an  institution  nptm  the 
political  condition  and  pecuniary  wetfiue  of  this 
oonntry,  can  be  made  m  three  or  four  weeks) 
If  they  do,  sir,  it  is  because  they  have  very  im- 
perfect and  limited  notions  of  the  particular 
topics  which  should  be  embraced  in  the  inqniry. 
Four  weeks  will  not  he  time  enongh  to  examine 
effectuaKy  into  the  transaotions  of  the  past  year, 
mnoh  less  to  report  upon  the  defects  of  a 
system  which  can  ouly  be  exhibited  by  ex- 
posing its  management  and  its  results  in  detail, 
from  the  time  of  its  organiiation.  What  led, 
sk,  to  the  disastrous  mismanagement  of  the 
bank  during  the  two  first  years  of  its  existence  I 
In  part,  defects  in  its  organization,  which  the 
advocates  of  the  bank  even  now  do  not  propose 
cQove.  Powers  and  privileges  which  were 
abused,  and  which  tbey  still  desire  to  retun. 
The  warning  voice  of  experience  is  to  be  disre- 
garded ;  and  because  its  chastening  hand  has 
not  been  felt  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve  yean,  we 
are  to  be  oalled  upon  to  renew  its  charter  at 
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this  eesdoa,  with  Tei7  immaterial  modifioSitiDDB. 
If  done,  it  will  leave  tiie  great  iutorests  which 
the  bank  was  intended  to  preserve  and  regnlate. 
Ho  the  contingency  of  ita  being  always  managed 
by  intelligeut  and  didnterested  men.  If  the 
inqniry  ia  to  be  limited  to  an  inveatjgatlon  of 
the  frandaleot  practices  which  have  been  im- 
puted to  the  t^nk — into  which  its  advocates 
show  great  readineaa  to  enter,  as  I  believe  they 
may  well  do— a  day,  an  hour  of  oar  time,  would 
be  thrown  away  npon  snob  a  pnrpose,  and  I 
ahonld  be  in^fferent  to  the  disposition  which 
the  Honse  might  make  of  the  resolatiun.  For, 
sir,  opposed  as  I  am  to  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank,  I  have  no  belief  in  any  of  those 
ohargea  which  assail  the  honor  of  those  to  whom 
its  management  has  been  confided,  ^ce  the 
tennination  of  the  inquiry  made  by  a  commit- 
tee of  this  Honse  in  1819. 

I  ^oose  to  express  my  disbelief  in  strong 
terms,  that  my  past,  and  what  shall  be  my  fa* 
ture  ^titnde  to  the  bank  may  not  be  misunder- 
stood or  misrepresented,  I  fear  too  that  the 
generous  temperament  of  my  oolleagne,  in  his 
ardent  pursuit  of  a  pablic  duty,  has  hnrled  him 
Into  charges  agmust  the  baak  which  he  will 
find  cannot  be  sustained.  Some  of  them  are 
Imputations,  only  because  tlie  power  to  commit 
them  exists,  and  others  are  the  suggestions  of 
persons,  whose  interests  having  beeu  interfered 
with,  have  a  reckless  disregard  of  what  is  due 
to  the  eharaeters  of  honorable  men  in  a  reapon- 
rible  public  trust.  That  there  have  been  in- 
stances of  abuse  and  impropriety  by  some  agents 
of  the  bank,  cannot  be  denied ;  occasional  Tio- 
lations  of  the  charter,  In  its  letter  and  spirit, 
I  can  show  and  prove ;  habitual  extensions  of 
the  letter,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  charter, 
exist ;  but,  sir,  I  am  urged  by  candor,  as  well 
as  by  a  desire  to  prevent  the  bank  from  nsing 
a  triumphant  vindication  of  itself  &om  mi- 
founded  acouaations,  to  cause  popular  reaction 
in  its  favor,  to  declare  that  we  have  no  proo^ 
nor  grounds  for  strong  aospioiou  tliat  the  afiaira 
of  the  bank  have  beeu  corruptly  managed ;  or 
that  it  has  pursued  a  course  under  the  powers 
which  U  possesses,  inoonMstent  with  what  per- 
sons in  trade  consider  to  be  the  allowable  usages 
of  trade,  and  which  woold  be  common  to  ail 
corporations  of  the  same  kind  having  similar 
powers ;  or  that  it  has  by  enormous  grataities 
conciliated  eminent  professional  gentlemen  to 

E' veto  it  political  support;  o^  t£at  it  has  by 
ans,  in  any  uaacousbomed  way  of  making 
them,  and  without  proper  security,  bought 
aoiiliaries  or  sabsidiied  the  press.  Sir,  proies- 
sitHial  honor  in  this  country,  and  that  of  such 
men  as  the  bank  employs  tn  advise  it,  is  above 
temptation.  Their  services  require  and  entitle 
them  to  liberal  compensation.  And  as  for  the 
preas,  it  is  not  for  light  causes  in  this  country 
and  in  this  age  that  our  confidence  in  its  purity 
should  be  impaired.  With  different  degrees  of 
ability  and  character  in  those  who  conduct  ft, 
they  are  sentinels  by  day,  and  by  night,  over 
the  improving  condition  of  men,  xapag  on  pab- 


lio  opinion  in  every  nation  to  aa  increaung  irtr 
agfuust  all  abuses  standing  in  the  way  of  repre- 
seatetive  and  free  Qovemment  Thej  are  the 
first  to  hunt  down  the  faithleas  of  dieit-  own 
corps,  and  relentiessly  expoee  such  of  them  as 
are  worthless,  or  only  suspected  of  being  so. 
In  this  country,  all  business,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Government,  is  conducted  upon  libenl 
credit,  and  no  other  kind  requires  for  ancoess  sD 
much  of  it  as  the  press.  Yes,  sir,  I  acquit  the 
bank  of  all  such  charges.  I  wish  I  could  do 
so  of  a  departure  from  the  correct  principles  of 
banking,  especially  in  the  last  year.  If  it  shall 
be  continued  with  an  eye  alone  to  dividends,  it 
will  be  DO  longer  an  engine  combining  great 
national  utility  with  a  liberal  profit  to  the  stock- 
holders,  but  exclusively  the  tatter.  My  oppo^ 
tion,  therefore,  shall  not  be  founded  eiUiernpoo 
an  abuse  or  non-user  of  the  charter,  thon^ 
such  an  inquiry  is  altogether  prepay.  It  wiS  m 
agunst  the  system,  with  its  present  organiza- 
tion. At  a  proper  time  I  will  explain  my  ob- 
jections flilly  to  the  House.  To  its  officers  lad 
direoUrs,  I  have  not  nor  shall  I  make  an; 
odious  exception.  They  are  from  the  mas*  of 
society  with  ourselves,  must  have  eharaeters  to 
obtain  their  places  equal  to  any  which  we  carry 
before  our  constituents  to  get  ours,  and  they 
have  the  same  inducements  to  preserve  their 
reputetions  and  the  purity  of  our  instiCutioos. 
They  will,  of  course,  from  long  employment  and 
connection  with  the  bank,  become  biassed  inits 
favor,  and  so  mnch  so,  as  not  to  see  or  ^ipre- 
hend  the  hurtfol  results  which  others  antieipUe 
from  an  institution  with  such  powers.  Omd- 
pied  and  absorbed  in  their  duties,  and  from  be- 
ing every  day  witnessas  of  the  rdief  and  assist- 
ance given  by.  it  to  men  engaged  in  commerce, 
they  may  become  indifferent  to  that  coarse  ol 
thought  which  traces  ont  the  inSuence  it  may 
have  npon  our  political  system,  and  to  the  on- 
equal  privileges  which  it  enjoys.  And  thefii^ 
is  no  small  evil,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
bank  has  now  five  hundred  agents,  and  will 
have  a  thousand,  as  intelligent  as  any  men  in 
the  country  in  the  business  of  life,  knowing 
enough  of  the  peenniary  engagements  of  their 
fellow-citizens  to  give  them  influence,  distrib- 
uted throughout  our  most  populous  capita,  and 
tiiough  separated,  who  may  act  with  coDcen- 
trated  energy  to  produce  the  same  imptesuons 
in  moments  of  strong  political  excitemeot, 
"  I  see  men's  judgments  ore 
A  parcel  of  thdr  fortnnes ;  and  tUnp  ontwd 
Do  draw  the  inirard  qoality  after  than.* 

But  I  feel  annred  that  anoh  men  is  it  rill 
always  be  the  interest  of  the  bank  'to  eaiploy, 
cannot  be  made  the  instruments  of  any  cemipt 
violation  of  its  charter.  And  fbr  its  far  dew- 
ing, the  nature  of  the  institntion,  and  the  mul- 
tiplication of  ita  agents,  are  a  security.  Bat 
there  ia  no  guaranty  agamst  the  interference  of 
so  gigantic  a  moneyed  influence,  made  up  of 
the  funds  of  the  Qovemment,  and  those  of  in- 
dividoala,  in  those  hot  party  oontenlioiia  wbidi 
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must  occnr  ia  this  natdon  even  more  frequent] j 
than  they  have  happened.  TSo  gnarantf  to 
prevent  its  inflnence  upon  mnch  of  the  legisU' 
tlon  of  OoDgress.  I  do  not  in&ke  the  allasion 
irith  an;  iatention  of  arraTing  popular  feeling 
acwiet  tbe  renewal  of  the  charter.  I  disclaim 
them  altoKsther.  TTpon  saoh  a  qnesdon,  pre- 
jndices  wUl  be  too  mdetjaite  to  be  lasting,  if 
any  honest  man  conid  wiah  them  tA  be  bo,  or 
that  they  might  have  any  bearing  npon  the  de- 
cision of  the  question  b;  this  House  or  hj  onr 
constituents.  Besidea,  sir,  any  attempt  to  ex- 
cite them  will  be  a  most  unequal  war.  Those 
who  engage  in  it  here,  will  have  but  a  short 
time  to  wage  it,  and  the  bank,  abundantly  able 
to  do  go,  will  carry  on  the  campaign  jear  in 
and  year  out,  to  counteract  all  falae  impreasious. 
And  let  ns  not  in  tills  controversy  fear  to  admit 
that  the  dsily  conveniencea  which  it  can  furly 
give  to  all  classes  of  persona,  and  which  are 
afibrded  by  the  oircidAion  of  its  notes,  will  oat- 
weigh  all  opposition  notfonnded  upon  high  and 
Ciirrect  principles.  We  read  hiatory  to  profit 
by  its  eiamplea,  and  our  own  furnishes  a  wam- 
ini  npon  the  point  strong  enough  to  justify  any 
allusion  to  what  may  be  the  political  influence 
of  the  bank.  Is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  House 
who  will  deny  that  for  more  than  twelve  years 
after  the  first  bank  charter  was  granted,  it  was 
Dot  a  tremendons  agent  In  the  party  controver- 
ries  of  that  period  1  The  bank  acted  as  a  party, 
throwing  all  its  weight  into  the  scale  of  feder- 
alism, by  ezclading  from  its  offices,  and  its 
direction  everywhere,  every  candidate,  though 
only  suspected  of  having  different  politics.  And 
sofarwBS  this  carried  upon  one  memorable  occa- 
sion, when  the  nation  was  divided  into  bitter 
differences  cf  opinion  upon  tlie  propriety  of 
ratifying  the  treaty  of  17B4  with  ^igland,  and 
when  the  father  of  his  country  hesitated  to  do 
BO,  that  the  directors  of  that  baolc  united  offidol- 
1;  b  a  petition  to  influence  the  deliberations  of 
Ihe  Senate.  I  cite  the  incident  witJiout  mean- 
ing to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  controversies 
of  that  day,  or  npon  Hr.  Jay's  treaty,  but  to 
make  the  warning  more  impressive,  as  a  recent 
attempt  has  been  made  by  a  respectable  and 
talented  convention  of  the  opposition  to  the 
Administration,  held  at  Baltimore,  to  make  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter  a  party  question. 
The  ability  of  this  institution  to  interfere  in 
public  concerns,  arises  from  its  large  capital, 
from  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  by  which 
pereoDS  who  have  Government  duea  to  pay  are 
Isroed  to  make  their  deposita  in  it,  and  to  aid 
in  paying  them ;  from  the  use  it  has  of  the 
Government  deposits,  and  from  its  extended 
circulation,  making  an  aggr^aU  of  available 
means,  amounting  at  this  time  to  seventy-seven 
millions  of  dollars ;  from  its  power  to  establish 
braaobea,  and  as  many  as  they  please  in  a  St&to, 
whether  the  locality  of  them  be  commercial  or 
not,  and  from  its  being  permitted  to  lend  money 
at  long  dates.  I  do  not  mean  the  political  effects 
from  corrupt  influence  upon  persons,  but  the 
Blent,  unse«n,  sar«  creation  of  a  fourtli  depart- 
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ment  in  our  Government,  stronger  than  the 
other  three,  wielded  by  the  capitalists  of  the 
nation,  without  responstbOity  to  the  people, 
and  which  will  become  as  much  a  part  of  the 
constitntioD,  as  if  it  had  been  in  tne  ratified 
draught  of  it  1  leave  the  suyect,  however,  to 
the  refiection  of  gentlemen. 
The  direct  question  for  our  determination 
}W  is,  whether  an  inquiry  shall  be  allowed  into 
the  management  of  the  bank,  (its  advocates 
having  become  suddenly  convinced  that  it  was 
imprudent  to  oppose  it,)  with  a  limited  titna 
for  investigation ;  and  whether  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  kind  of  pledge  or  intunation  to  the 
public  that  the  charter  wiil  be  renewed  at  this 
'  on  of  Congress. 

e  may  learu  a  lesson  to  guide  us  \a  this 
matter,  from  the  cautious  course  of  Congress 
when  the  first  application  was  made  for  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  1791.    A  memorial 


izplration  of  the  charter.  Though  urged  with 
earnestness,  and  with  talent  ftiUy  equal  to  any 
which  now  advocates  the  immediate  renewal  of 
the  present  charter,  the  utmost  that  this  branch 
of  Congress  would  do,  was  to  refer  the  memp- 
'  1  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House :  ref- 
iqce  equivalent  to  a  refusal  to  oooaider  it 
dunng  that  session.  After  this  disposition  of 
it  here,  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Senate, 
and  there  the  application  was  thought  prema- 
tnre,  and  was  referred  to  llie  distinguished 
gentJeman  (Ur.  Gallatin)  who  then  presided 
over  the  Treasory  Department,  with  instruo- 
tions  to  make  a  report  upon  the  subject  at  the 
next  session  of  Clongreas.  In  eleven  months 
after,  and  only  two  years  before  the  expiration 
of  the  charter,  the  Secretary  made  a  repor^^  and 
urged  the  renewal,  but  with  modifications, 
which  were  sagacious  anticipations  of  the  kind 
uid  extent  of  discontent  which  the  organization 
of  any  bank  without  them  would  occa^on.  The 
report  also  stated,  with  positive  approl^tion, 
the  services  the  bank  had  rendered  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  loans,  its  ulJlity  in  collecting^  keep- 
ins,  and  transmitting  the  revenue ;  and  it  con- 
tained a  statement  of  ita  condition,  mnch  and 
deservedly  calculated  to  enlist  public  sentiment 
in  its  support.  For  it  had  more  specie  in  ita  ' 
vaults  than  it  had  notes  in  circulation,  with  a 
reserved  fund,  arising  from  undivided  profits, 
of  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 
meet  losses  which  might  occur.  What  a  con- 
trast to  the  condition  of  the  present  bank,  as  ia 
exhibited  by  its  manthly  statement^  and  of  its 
relative  clums  to  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 
With  only  seven  millions  of  specie^  twenty-five 
millions  of  notes  in  circulation,  sixty-six  mil- 
lions of  discounts,  and  a  foreign  debt  of  sixteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  causing  not  only  its 
total  inability  to  relieve  the  impending  com- 
mercial embarrassments,  but  probably  coerdng 
)t  to  increase  them,  by  a  redaction  of  loans, 
nuless  this  necessity  shall  be  obviated,  by  a  free 
use  of  Government  depouta,  or  by  a  greater 
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rise  in  the  value  of  our  exporta  tban  can  be  an- 
tjcupated. 

Bat  OongreBs  agun  reflised  to  consider 
directly  the  propoBBl  to  renew  the  charter, 
notwithstanding  the  report  and  earnest  reoom- 
mendation  of  the  Secretary,  thongh  urged  to  do 
so  by  much  talent,  character,  and  experience, 
and  by  all  those  oonsiderationa  connected  with 
that  critnB  in  oar  history,  which  plainly  indt- 
oated  that  the  OoTenunent  would  need  the 
greatest  &cility  in  rusing  sapplies,  as  its  obU- 
gation  to  nuiintain  our  rights  and  honor  by  war 
,  was  becoming  STeiy  day  more  apparent.  The 
supporters  of  the  bwk,  too,  n«ed  then  all 
those  expedients  and  persnasions  which  have 
been  recently  repeated  here,  and  urged  their 
oanse  by  menaces  of  evil,  and  deploring  the  rain 
which  would  be  occasioned  by  the  refusal  of 
Oongreas  to  act  decisively  upon  the  subject. 
Kor  did  Oongresa  refnse  to  do  so,  as  many  sup- 
pose, in  conseqnenoe  of  party  feeling,  or  from 
any  resentment  against  the  bank  for  ite  long 
exclusive  political  complexion ;  nor  from  the 
prepondersiice  of  any  constitutional  objection 
to  such  an  institution.  Prominent  men  of  the 
then  triumphant  party  were  advocates  for  the 
immediate  renewal  of  the  charter,  and  all  who 
{aterposed  the  oonstitntlo&al  objection  were 
tmifbrmly  left  in  lean  minorities.  And  it  was 
as  well  known  then,  as  it  was  afterwards  in 
IBIS,  that  1£i.  Uadison'e  views  of  the  force  of 
precedent  upon  constitutional  points,  long  ao- 
quiesced  in  by  all  the  department«  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, would  induce  him  to  sign  a  bill  for 
the  renewal  of  the  obarter.  No,  sir.  Oongreas 
pnt  off  the  sabject,  because  substanUal  differ- 
ences of  opinion  existed,  as  they  now  do,  eon- 
eeming  the  powers  and  privileges  which  shoold 
be  given  to  a  bank,  as  to  what  should  be  its 
orgaoization  in  oonneotion  with  the  Govermnent 
and  the  Btatee.  Bat,  above  all;  Ibr  a  reason 
operating  upon  ns  with  greater  forc«  than  it 
did  then,  and  which  we  cannot  upon  principle 
disregard — that  the  ninth  Congress,  not  bemg 
urgeo  to  act  by  any  positive  State  necessity, 
thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  do  so  upon  a 
flutif  ect  more  properly  belonging  to  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  tenth.  This  commendable  delicacy 
to  ite  sneeeesors  becomes  more  worthy  of  our 
imitation,  aa  it  gave  to  the  people,  as  it  will 
DOW  do,  if  we  do  not  sot  at  this  session  upon 
the  memorial,  an  opportnnity  to  choose  their 
representatives  .in  reference  to  the  opinions 
of  candidates  upon  this  great  national  question. 
The  only  safe  legislation  in  this  oonntry  is  the 
reflection  of  public  sentiment,  after  a  full  oppor- 
tnnity has  been  ^ven  for  its  en)ression.  We 
have  then  a  safe  precedent  to  guide  ns  as  to  the 
proper  time  for  considering  t£e  question  of  a 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter.  Another  seudon 
of  this  Congress,  an  entire  Oongresa,  the  twenty- 
third,  and  a  part  of  the  first  session  of  the 
twenty-fonrth  Congress,  will  intervene,  before 
the  charter  will  expire. 

The  people  will  have  two  opportunities  to 
express  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the  bank,  by 


tlie  election  of  their  representativen,  before  anj 
necessity  will  exist  for  the  agitation  here  of  the 

auestion  of  the  renewal  of  the  cbarter.  And 
30  popular  branch  of  the  twenty-third  and 
twenty-fourth  Oongressef  will  be  enlaiged  by 
the  addition  of  thirty  or  forty  members  ta  be 
made  by  the  ratio  of  representation  which  may 
be  fixed  under  tjie  last  censna ;  in  fact,  being 
the  representation  of  onr  increased  popnlation 

'  n  years  of  more  than  three  millions  of  per- 
sons, now  in  effect  not  represented  here  aooord' 
ing  to  the  spirit  of  tiie  conetitntion.  Does  not 
this  objection  outweigh  every  reason  which  tut 
been  nrged  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  the  dkarter 
at  this  sesrion  of  Congiesst  With  it  rtaring 
OB  in  the  face,  can  we  act  with  propriety,  milns 
forced  by  some  great  neoeerity  connected  with 
the  general  welfare  of  the  country  !  It  is  not 
pretended  that  any  snch  exists,  and  do  one 
public  reason  haa  been  given  tor  precipitatisg 
action  upon  the  snbject.'  It  will,  indeed,  be 
very  advantageous  to  the  stockholder  in  the 
bank  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  charter  at  this 
time.  And  the  Government,  if  it  retaiae  its 
shares,  will  be  partaken  of  the  enhanced  valne 
which  will  be  given  to  the  stock  by  the  n- 
newal ;  or  the  bank  will  be  better  able  to  pur- 
chase and  to  dispose  of  it  to  advantage.  But  it  is 
not  the  small  profit  which  the  Goventment  will 
receive,  or  any  oommnnity  of  moneyed  interest 
between  it  and  individn&Ia,  however  large  it 
may  be,  that  can  buy  awaj  the  impreesions  of 
the  people  of  this  country  of  their  right  ftdly  Co 
canvass  every  meBsnre  of  great  natiooal  mo- 
ment, with  the  view  of  throwing  the  force  of 
their  wishes  and  opinions  into  the  scale  of  legis- 
lation. Without  any  very  sensitive  apprdim- 
sion  of  popular  diepleaaure,  or  any  desire  to 
excite  it  m  others,  I  must  declare,  sir,  that  we 
will  deserve  it,  if  the  right  of  onr  constitnents 
to  be  beard  upon  this  subject  shall  be  ^sre- 
garded  by  ns.  A  conscientions  respwudbility  to 
principle  will  prevent  me  from  l:«ing  a  party 
to  any  such  usurpation  of  the  privui^es  and 
expectations  of  the  people. 

As  we  are  not  nrged  by  any  public  neccMdty 
to  act  at  this  session,  let  ns  inquire  if  there  be 
any  meritorious  cause  connected  with  the  bank 
itself  which  should  induce  us  to  do  so.  It  b 
sud  to  have  been  prudently  and  akflftallj 
managed,  and  to  be  at  this  time  in  the  soondest 
condition :  to  be  entirely  adequate  to  mMntain 
all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  made.  Its  con- 
dition, then,  does  not  explain  the  cause  of  ths 
memorial  having  been  presented  to  this  House 
BO  prematurely.  Doee  any  thing  lower  in  the 
ftitnre,  to  prevent  the  bank  from  contjnidng  its 
loans  to  the  full  extent  of  the  proper  claims  <^ 
its  customers,  unless  the  ability  to  do  so  has 
been  impaired  by  Iqjudicions  management  f 

Does  any  cause  then  exist  at  present,  or 
which  can  be  apprehended,  to  oblige  the  bank 
to  accommodate  its  business  to  ue  nltimaM 
decision  of  Congress  npon  the  qneetion  of  re- 
newal, in  such  a  mamier  as  to  produce  gnat 
losses  to  the  public,  or  even  matuial  inconvea- 
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leuoe  t  Will  a  renewal  of  the  ohaitar  now  put 
it  in  tbe  power  of  the  bank  to  leesen  the  com' 
mercisl  embanaaamente  which  are,  and  will  be 
for  a  year  to  come,  severelj  felt  in  onr  principal 
eeaporte  t  A  &ir  nse  of  ita  ability  to  dieooaot 
tmaer  the  charter,  is  the  meainre  of  relief 
wliich  it  can  give,  and  tbia  cannot  be  extended 
by  renewal,  without  an  increase  of  ite  oij>ital, 
which  it  does  not  aak.  Are  the  friends  of  the 
bank  here,  or  elsewhere,  prepared  to  say  that 
ite  transactiona  of  the  last  year  have  not  deprived 
it  of  all  power  to  relieve  the  diiitreaBes  of  our 
merdumts,  if  Ihej  ahall  not  in  fact  a^cavate 
them,  whether  the  charter  be  or  be  not  re- 
newed !  Id  one  word,  sir,  does  the  banlc,  by 
asking  for  a  renewal  at  this  time,  propKwe  to  lie 
of  more  urvioe  to  the  public  than  it  can  be 
wiOioat  it !  Will  it  give  to  the  bank  inert 
ability  to  be  n«eful?  No  such  intimadt 
^ven  iu  ita  memorial ;  no  one  will  ventui 
sateeat  it.  The  ooDclaaioa  then  most  bo,  that 
nether  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  the  condition 
of  the  bank,  nor  any  antidpaled  iDcreased 
utility,  give  to  the  memorial  any  ol^m  to  onr 
ooaalderation.  Why  then  is  it  nrged  npon  ns  ? 
The  time  is  politically  favorable ;  the  extraor- 
dinary preaaore  in  the  mtuiey  market  array 
aronnd  the  bonk  al!  who  have  been,  or  hope  to 
be,  reliered  by  it.  In  moments  of  pain,  men 
do  not  discriminate  vet;  aconrately  Into  the 
eaoses  which  produce  it,  or  hundreda  who  have 
signed  petitions  in  favor  of  tlie  bank  would 
have  detected  one  sonrce  in  part  of  their 
anOeringa.  Nor  are  we  accurate  Judges  of  the 
means  at  relief  for  our  infirmitiea,  or  hundreds 
who  antidpate  the  ud  of  the  bai^  would  have 
Been,  from  its  annual  statement,  that  it  waa  not 
in  a  condition  to  give  iL  But  besides  the  time 
and  the  preeanre  to  which  I  have  alluded,  as 
indnciug  this  early  application,  perli^is  the 
strongest  inducements  rar  it  are  the  positive 
advantages  wliich  the  stockholders  will  derive 
from  an  early  renewal  of  the  charter.  I  call 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  nature,  extent, 
and  consequences  of  those  advantages,  beoanse 
tliey  form  an  inanperable  obstacle  against  any 
action  upon  the  memorial  at  this  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  all  of  them  may  be  obviated  by  poot- 
ponement,  and  a  little  arrangement  hereafter. 

If  the  charter  ahall  be  renewed  now,  the  bank 
will  have  a  certain  existence  for  four  and 
twenty  years,  with  the  certainty  of  being 
petuateo.  Admitting  that  its  dividends  shall  be 
no  larger  than  they  have  been,  the  stock  will 
advance  to  fifty  per  cent  above  the  original  cost 
of  a  share,  in  consequence  alone  of  the  time  for 
its  duration.  If  it  shall  divide  seven  per  cent. 
per  sunom,  I  am  told  by  praotical  men  who  are 
ready  to  make  the  investment  upon  the  oontin- 

rcy,  that  a  purchase  at  fifty  per  cent,  would 
a  profitable  speculation.  But  if  the  bank 
stiall  divide  eight  per  cent.,  which  it  is  probable 
it  will  do,  considering  the  credit  it  will  epjoy 
from  its  connection  with  the  Qovemment,  the 
use  it  wUI  have  of  its  funds,  and  the  power  it 
has  over  ail  State  banks,  and  that  a  dividend 


of  eight  per  oent.  will  not  be  equal  to  tbo 
average  annual  dividend  of  the  first  bank 
throngbont  the  whole  of  ita  term,  then  the  stock 
will  rise  to  one  hondred  per  oent.  above  the 
original  oost,  becanse  a  pemuwent  four  per 
cenL  stock  i^  and  always  will  be,  worth  par. 
and  beoanse,  aft«r  the  payment  of  our  nationu 
debt,  there  will  be  no  stock  besides  that  of  the 
bank,  of  such  general  currency  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  8tat«s,  none  which  will  be  an  object 
of  snob  general  investment,  nor  any  so  high 
abroad.  The  confidence  felt  in  the  stability  gf 
this  Government  by  the  oapitalista  of  all  nations, 
nnder  such  an  arrangement  aa  now  exiats  to 
pay  the  dividends  at  oertun  pcdnte  in  Europe, 
most  prodnoe  such  a  result.  K  it  could  oeeor 
without  in  any  way  affeoting  the  interest  of 
olbers,  it  would  lie  a  sofGcient  reason  to  re- 
atrun  ns  from  renewing  the  charter  at  thia 
time.  Our  legialation  shonld  never  be  used  to 
increase  the  fortunes  of  any  clasa  of  pweons, 
and  to  alter  the  relations  wliich  men  have  in  a 
pecnniary  point  of  view  to  each  other.  The 
aooidente  of  life,  and  superior  sagacity  of  some, 
cti&nge  them  o[t«n  enoneh  for  the  good  of 
society,  and  have  establislred  an  economy  which 
legislation  cannot  invade  vrithont  prodndng 
discord,  discontent,  and  inequality.  The  objec- 
tion, too,  asainst  renewing  the  charter  at  this 
time,  will  be  more  obvious,  when  we  reSect 
that  we  shall  legislate  largely  fbr  the  benefit  <rf 
foreign  stockholders.  They  now  own  more 
than  eight  millions  of  bank  stock.  The  renewal 
of  the  charter  will  increase  the  valne  to  twelve 
the  moment  it  is  made.  In  less  than  three 
years,  certainly  before  the  present  charter  will 
expire,  it  wiU  be  worth  mxteen  milhona.  Sir, 
let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  am  not  olyeot- 
ing  to  fordgners  investing  capital  in  oar  insti- 
tutions, or  invoking  pr^ndioee  agonal  the 
bank,  because  they  nave  so  large  an  interest  in 
it  This  is  not  the  time  to  diaenH  that  point 
I  am  not  now  permitted  to  do  so.  Bot  1  do 
object,  upon  the  sonndest  prindples  of  policy, 
against  any  le^alatitm  of  onrs  which  does  not 
guard  against  the  consequence  of  ^ving  a 
double  vtdue  to  the  investment  of  fbreigners. 

Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  the  increased 
value  which  I  have  sud  must  be  given  to  the 
stock  of  the  Bonk  of  the  TInit«d  States,  if  the 
charter  shonld  be  renewed  at  this  time,  will  be 
an  unfur  advantage  in  favor  of  the  holders  of 
it,  over  the  owners  of  stock  in  the  State  bsnka. 

The  sound  banking  capital  in  State  institu- 
tions, in  our  commercial  dtiea,  is  near  ninety 
millions  of  dollars.  The  acoommodationa  afford> 
ed  by  it,  relatively,  agunst  those  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  are  as  six  to  one  at  least 
Ita  importance,  therefore,  ia,  or  ought  to  be,  of 
great  national  oonsideration,  and  protection 
from  injury.  Why  then  should  we,  by  renew- 
ing the  oharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  immediately  make  so  great  a  differenee 
in  the  value  and  currency  of  those  respective 
stocks)  Foreigners  are  beginning  to  appreciate 
,  the  stability  of  our  State  banks.    They  have 
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alreadj  made  mvestmenta  in  laaiij  of  them; 

the  de«re  to  do  bo  ia  incretwins  as  our  Hjatem 

of  government  is  better  aaderatood  abroad. 
The  confedemoy  is  now  known  to  the  intelligent 
of  all  nations  to  be  made  np  of  distinct  political 
oommnnitJes,  eiuAi  having  the  regponeibilitj  of 
the  whole  for  its  oontraots  andpecnniary  engage- 
ments, goarantied  by  the  oharact«r  of  a  people 
eqnal  to  taxj  in  the  world,  and  b;  all  that  ac- 
couatability  which  the  laws  of  nations  exact. 
Jnst  then  at  the  moment  when  the  stookholdere 
in  oar  State  banks  are  beginning  to  reap  some 
of  the  frnits  of  eccoegefb]  management,  we  are 
called  npon  t«  give  an  exorbitant  and  andden 
rise  to  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unitad 
States,  which  wiU  destroy  all  oompetition  be- 
tween them.     This  cannot  be  right. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  also,  sir,  that,  if  we  will 
advert  to  the  historf  of  the  hank,  ordinary 

Simdenoe  will  warn  oa  not  to  pursue  a  oonrse 
nvolving  even  bq  apparent  pledge  to  consider 
the  renewal  of  the  cnart«r  at  this  seBsiou  of 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  management  of 
it  for  the  two  Sret  joars  of  its  eiiatence  was 
nnfortnnate  for  the  country  and  the  stock- 
holders. Three  more  elapsed  before  it  snffi- 
cieatly  recovered  from  its  losaea  to  be  eiten- 
eively  aeeful.  Onr  favorable  experience  of  its 
utility  mast  be  ooUacted  from  the  saooeedins 
Dine  years ;  for  the  last  and  the  tenth,  time  wiu 
detetinine,  and  that  not  very  diGtinotly,  if  it 
shall  be  taken  into  the  acconnt  in  favor  of  the 
bank.  Foar  years  of  its  charter  are  nnexpired, 
and  yet,  with  anch  reanlts,  and  with  a  fifth  of 
its  existence  remaining,  Congreas  is  asked  to 
deprive  itself  of  all  the  advantages  of  fatnre 
ezperienoe  growing  ont  of  its  transactions. 
Sir,  Oongress  shonld  have  the  longest  poasible 
time  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  ntilit;  of  the 
bank,  and  to  know  how  fur  its  entire  manage- 
ment ahall  entitle  it  to  a  renewal  of  life ;  the 


which  the  changed  condition  of  oor  conntrj, 
arising  from  its  entire  freedom  from  debt,  will 
make  proper  and  necessary,  whether  this  bank 
Bhall  be  reohartered,  or  another  be  made  to  take 
its  place,  with  all  and  more  than  ita  ability  to 
be  nseful,  and  without  its  powers  to  do  harm. 

The  modiflcationa  of  the  charter  which  have 
been  already  proposed,  form  a  corioos  and  im- 
portant sabject  of  inquiry,  and  mtorpose  strong 
olfjeotiona  ogaiost  any  renewal  before  thej  have 
been  fblly  oonaidered.  It  woold  not  be  in 
order  to  argue  them  at  this  time,  and  I  shall 
not  do  so.  But  it  is  allowable  to  advert  to 
them  in  detail,  that  we  may  have  a  full  nnder- 
etandin^  of  the  bearing  which  they  have  npon 
the  main  question  of  renewal.  Some  persons, 
whose  experience  in  Government  and  banking 
gives  to  their  opinions  great  weight,  declare 
that  it  is  unwise  for  the  Govenuneot  to  hold 
any  stock  in  the  bank.  And  the  Government 
did  not  own  any  shares  in  the  first  hank. 
Others  object  to  foreigners  being  permitted  to 


hold  any  stock  in  a  national  bank.  It  is 
thought  we  have  capital  enough  at  home  for 
the  pnrpi^e,  and  that  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  auch  inveatmenta  ahtmld  be  «- 
cured  to  our  own  citisens,  if  for  no  Other  end 
than  to  prevent  so  maoh  of  the  prodnctire  in- 
dnatry  of  the  nation  irom  being  carried  abroad 
anouaily,  to  pay  dividends  to  foreign  stock- 
holders. Ur.  Gallatin  ocarectly  aays,  rach  an 
investment  by  foreigners  will  (q>eralo  aa  a 
foreign  loan,  taking  from  the  eonntry  the  annnsl 
interest  upon  it.  And  to  this  inconvenience  he 
yielded  eo  far  as  to  suggest  a  modification  of 
the  first  bank  when  it  applied  for  a  renewal  <i 
its  charter,  providing  for  the  repayment  of  ita 
stock  held  by  foreigners  by  a  new  anbeeriptiui 
to  the  same  amount,  in  favor  of  eitueoE.  J^gaiOt 
it  is  Btron^y  urged  by  many  that  Uie  States  of 
this  Union  could  be  advantageously  interested 
in  a  large  portion  of  the  CC^ital  of  a  bank,  do(- 
wittistanding  the  number  erf'  institutions  which 
they  have  chartered ;  that  auch  an  arrangemeol 
might  be  made  without  in  any  way  int«rftring 
with  the  fair  advantages  of  onr  State  banks. 
The  al»trBct  proposition  hoa  the  anthority  d 
Ur.  Gailatjn  to  sustain  it.  When  it  was  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  capital  of  the  first  bank 
from  ton  to  thirty  milnona,  he  proposed  thil 
fifteen  millions  should  be  subeoribed  by  the 
State^  and  enggeeted  that  their  snbscripliona 
should  be  paid  in  ten  annual  instalments.  And 
such  was  nis  regard  to  the  feeling  which  the 
States  had  shown  npon  this  subject,  that  he 
proposed  no  branch  of  the  bank  should  be 
established  in  any  of  them,  unless  applied  for 
by  on  act  of  a  State  Legislatnre.  There  an 
connected  with  the  euggcetions  of  the  Statu 
being  interested  in  a  bonk,  several  others  of 
mnch  importance.  For  instance,  what  portioa 
in  the  direction  of  a  naUonal  bonk  shoold  ba 
given  to  the  States!  At  what  rate  of  inter- 
est, and  to  what  amonnt  loans  should  be  made 
to  the  States,  and  what  tax  they  should  be 
allowed  to  levy  npon  the  capital  which  nisy  be 
assigned  to  the  branches  established  in  Ihemt 
These,  and  other  questions  of  the  same  kind, 
we  shall  have  to  discuss  and  deternune  when 
we  oonaider  the  memorial  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter.  For  one,  I  am  disposed  to  do  eo 
more  deliberat«ly  than  can  be  done  st  this 
session  of  Congress;  and  for  a  reosiw  spart 
from  their  intrinsic  importance,  which  !^  that 
the  National  Goverament  having  asnunednrev- 
ocably  a  concurrent  power  with  the  States  to 
establish  banks,  it  is  proper  that  great  con- 
cessiona  ahonld  be  made  to  the  interests  of  the 
Istter,  that  their  power,  in  this  rward,  nuj  not 
be  endrely  absorbed  in  that  wmch  bu  been 
assumed.  Other  modifications,  too,  of  great 
interest,  have  been  suggested,  and  whieli  we 
have  not  time  enongh  at  this  aesdon  of  Con- 
gress to  settle.  For  instanee,  to  whit  smonat, 
and  for  what  objects,  and  at  what  rate  uf  inter- 
est, the  GFovemment  shall  borrow  from  the 
bank ;  and  the  rate  of  interest  which  the  bonk 
ahall  pay  to  the  Govemnment  for  ita  eimnt 
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deposits.  I  perceive  in  the  btU  reported  for  a 
Tenewal  of  the  charter,  that  provision  is  made 
for  the  pajrment  of  interest  Qpon  deposits,  but 
the  rate  is  left  in  blank.  I  will  not  argue  now 
what  it  should  be,  bat  I  maj  mj,  withoat 


tion  of  national  interest  cooiiected  with  the 
bonk  U  BO  important,  or  more  difSoolt  to  settle 
— Teqniring  more  knowledge  in  detail  of  what 
the  bosineu  of  the  bank  has  been  npon  de- 
posits. As  a  qnestion  of  taxation,  or  to  lessen 
taxes,  it  ia  of  incalculable  importance,  from  tlie 
revenne  which  such  a  provision  may  be  made 
to  produce.  Sir,  this  matter  is  not  well  nnder- 
Btood  by  ns,  because  it  is  a  novel  thing  \a  this 
ootiDtry  for  persona  to  receive  interest  npon  de- 
posits in  banks,  which  thej  mar  draw  for  when 
they  please.  But  tt  is  tiecommg  known,  and 
will  bo  practised  extensively  in  a  few  years. 
Banks  are  now  offering  to  receive  and  pay  an 
Interestof  three  percent  npon  current  deposits. 
Until  the  great  change  shall  take  place  of  re- 
dnoiog  onr  revenne  from  imposts  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  which  all  agree  should  be 
done ;  until  it  is  known  what  oar  revenne  here- 
after ia  to  be,  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  to 
the  Government  npon  depoaita  cannot  be  cor- 
rectly  fixed,  as  it  must  be  determined,  in  great 
part,  by  the  amonnts  which  the  bank  ihall  from 
time  to  time  have  in  nae. 

It  is  much  questioned,  also,  if  the  privilege  to 
deal  in  foreign  exchange  should  be  continued  to 
the  bank.  It  belongs  to  the  commnnity  npon 
principle,  and  the  monopoly  which  the  bank 
nas  of  it  at  this  time  is  made  profitable  to  it,  at 
the  expense  of  all  whose  business  accnmnlatea 
'  flinds  abroad,  and  to  all  whose  debta  abroad 
require  payment  there,  when  they  hare  not  pro- 
dnoe  to  ship.  Now  the  price  of  exchange  ia 
no  longer  regnlated  by  the  operations  of  trade, 
as  it  should  be,  but  by  the  power  of  the  bank 
to  make  it  rise  or  fall  at  its  pleasure.  The 
bank,  with  it»  unrivalled  means  and  credit 
needs  only  to  expand  or  contract  its  loans,  and 
foreign  exchange  must  rise  or  falL  It  then  bays 
to  •eil,  realizing  all  the  differences  cansed  by 
its  own  oontnvance.  Ton  hare  given  l^e 
privilege  U>  it,  to  apply  this  power  when  it 
pleases  to  prodnce  such  effects,  and  it  may  be 
no  reproach  to  ito  directors  to  nse  it,  as  it  is  all 
in  the  way  of  trade.  Bnt  the  inconveniences 
and  losses  cansed  to  others  from  the  bank 
having  the  privilege,  at  least  demand  from  na 
an  inquiry  into  this  point,,  that  we  may  know 
if  it  be  of  national  benefit,  or  exclosively  of 
bank  profit.  It  is  an  extendve  snt^ect,  and 
will  one  day  or  odier  be  fblly  discussed  here, 
though  it  cannot  now  l>e  done. 

In  these  brief  notices  of  the  modifications 
which  have  been  snggested,  it  is  probable  some 
that  are  important  have  escwed  me ;  but,  air, 
there  are  two  which  I  confidently  rely  upon 
the  good  sense  of  this  Eoase  to  make  withont 
hentation.  I  mean  that  which  will  compel  the 
bank  to  receive,  in  payment  of  debta  due  to 


and  that  of  restricting  it  from  putting  into 
eolation  notes  of  less  than  twenty  dollars.  T^ie 
first  it  mar  do  without  loss,  thoogh  it  mar 
lessen  profits.  But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  profits  accruing  to  the  bank  by  its  not 
receiring  its  own  notes  in  payment  of  debta 
doe  to  itself,  are  indirect,  nerer  contemplated 
when  the  privilege  was  given  to  tt  to  issue  bills 
payable  at  its  branches,  and  only  to  be  made 
by  the  bank  cashing  its  own  notes  at  a  dis- 
count, or  receiving  tbem  in  payment  at  the  rate 
of  the  difference  of  exchange  between  the 
places  where  a  debtor  of  the  bank  wishes  to  pay 
them,  and  where  the  bills  which  he  has  may  b« 
payable,  or  the  debtor  is  forced  to  incur  tha 
expense  of  a  discount  with  the  bank  to  take  np 
itfl  demand  against  him,  though  he  has  Its  bills 
in  hand,  or  a  sale  mnat  be  made  of  them  to 
brokers  at  a  loss  for  such  notes  as  the  bank  will 
receive  in  payment.  In  either  event,  it  is 
increasing  the  nun  the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  hia 
creditor.  The  contrary  praotioe  would  cause 
no  loss,  though  it  might  prevent  the  bank  from 
making  a  profit,  in  my  .opinion,  altogether  at 
variance  with  the  liberal  spirit  in  which  a 
national  bank  should  deal  witn  the  public. 

In  relation  to  the  restriction  of  tne  issue  of 
notes  of  small  denominations,  it  is  strongly' 
recommended  by  all  those  reasons  which  nrg« 
us  to  make  efforts  to  increase  the  metallic  cur- 
rency of  this  country.  Until  this  be  done,  the 
lalwriog  classes  of  our  penile  will  never  be  put 
npon  an  equality  in  regard  to  the  value  of  the 
wages  they  receive  for  their  services,  with  that 
value  which  is  paid  to  all  other  persons  carry- 
ing on  any  kind  of  business.  The  fire  dollar 
notes  issuM  br  the  bank  are  no  doubt  of  great 
public  convenience  in  the  present  stete  of  onr 
corren^ ;  bnt  they  are  principally  so  to  trard- 
lers.  "niey  are  of  no  convenience  to  persons 
who  are  stationary ;  for  State  bank  notes  of 
similar  ampunta,  where  they  are  put  out,  answer 
all  their  pniposes.  The  first  are  not  to  be  found 
in  general  circulaUon.  The  State  banks  collect 
and  hold  them  as  specie,  because  they  are  pay- 
able everywhere,  and  they  are  an  article  of 
traffic  in  our  country  towns.  The  use  (tf  them, 
then,  to  the  public  oonsista  in  their  oonrenienoe 
to  tnvellers.  Kow,  this  may  be  obviated  by  a 
substitution  of  gold  coin,  which  we  have  the 
ability  to  make  to  the  fiill  amount  of  all  such 
notes  in  oircnlation.  It  is  only  necessary  for  us 
to  slterourpresent  false  statutory  relative  value 
of  gold  and  ailver,  to  a  correct  standard,  by 
which  the  iodncement  to  export  the  gold  now 
coined  at  onr  mint  will  no  longer  exiat.  It  ia 
probable  that  this  will  be  done,  as  the  pn>- 

Sriety  of  it  is  becoming  every  day  more  obrions. 
lot  it  cannot  be  done  at  this  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  yet,  being  intended,  its  connection 
with  the  currency  is  so  important,  that  it  forms 
a  strong  reason  for  us  to  abstain  fWim  making 
any  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  which 
shall  be  considered  preparatory  to  the  renewal  , 
of  the  ohart«r  at  this  session.    Bat  a  more  im* 
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portant  modifioation  of  tb«  ohttrter,  and  one 
vhicb  w0  are  not  prepared  to  determiae,  is 
that  whiob  proposes  to  limit  the  dividend  to 
BtookholdeiB  to  a  oertain  interest,  and  to  deter- 
mine what  shail  be  Qie  diBpositloa  of  the 
eicess.  It  will  be  supported  bj  great  autbori' 
tjj  and  cornea  teoonunended  by  practical  men 
in  money  affairs,  some  of  wbom  are  in  &vor 
of  reobartering  the  banlc  Whether  it  sball  be 
done  as  proposed  in  the  memorial  npon  onr 
table  from  Boston,  by  a  payment  of  one  per 
eent.  apon  the  cqiital  to  the  Ooverament,  aad 
by  permitting  the  States  to  tax  so  mnch  of  the 
capital  H  may  be  aan^ed  to  tba  branches  one 
per  cent.,  or  by  limitmg  the  dividends  to  five 
per  cent,  and  paying  the  surplns  into  the 
national  Treasury,  are  qneetions  which  we  have 
no  right  to  determine,  antil  the  States  shall 
have  bad  so  opportonity  to  ezpreea  thenwetves 
upon  the  point,  and  after  it  hash<een  thoroag^r 
canvBaaed  by  tiie  pablic  Under  this  Birange- 
menl^  the  l»nk  woold  have  no  temptation  to 
DM  extraordinary  means  to  extend  ita  bnslneaB, 
of  which  there  has  been,  and  npon  Kood  groonds, 
maoh  oomplainL  The  slock  would  Inordinary 
times  be  worth  a  premiam  of  ten  per  oent^ 
and  those  who  hold  it  would  reap  a  oertain 


nently  the  capitalists  in  any  nation.  This  and 
the  other  sogestiona  for  a  modifioation  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  which  I  have  mentioned, 
and  several  others  which  I  abstain  from  bring- 
ing to  the  notice  of  the  Hoose,  show  how  im- 
portant a  task  baa  been  pnt  apoa  ni  by  the 
utrodootion  of  the  memorial,  and  how  vain  it 
will  be  to  restrict  the  committee  which  may  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  Jhe  proceedings  of  the 
iMnk  to  any  time,  with  the  view  of  passiiig 
Qpon  the  main  qneetion  at  this  seetion. 

A  more  interestiog  reason,  however,  remains 
to  be  given  for  the  poetponement  of  this  subject 
to  a  distant  date.  We  are  now  npon  the  eve 
ofa  change  in  oar  oondition,  which  makes'this 
nation  the  envy  and  admiration  of  all  oUier 
nations.  Id  one  year,  and  three  before  the 
charter  of  the  bonk  will  expire,  the  public  debt 
will  be  paid.    To  effect  this  trinmph  of  oar 


ship  witii  the  oank  by  tiie  sale  of  the  Govern- 
ment sbarea,  and  this  can  be  done  advanta- 
geously. Who  can  foresee  the  effects  which 
will  be  prodnoed  npon  our  policy,  general  con- 
dition, utd  trade,  by  tbia  nation's  entire  freedom 
from  debt)  It  reijaires,  at  once,  and  we  are  at 
this  time  engaged  m  mfiriiie  arrangements  for 
the  reduction  oi  more  than  half  of  our  reveooe 
from  imposts — oar  only  Und  of  taxation.  In 
whatever  way  it  may  be  done,  changes  in  the 
direction  of  onr  oommeroe,  quantities  and  kinds 
of  produce  imported  and  sent  abroad,  most 
follow.  Capital  wLU  seek  other  or  more  ex- 
tended channels  for  speoolation  and  investment, 
and  the  prindples  regulating  oonsomptioa  will 
probably  act  with  an  energy  never  ejq^iieooed 


in  any  commercial  nation,  and  of  vhioh  «e 
cannot  have  an  idea,  nntil  the  effects  ahall  b* 
seen  and  felt.  Its  infleence  npOD  wteoltore, 
npon  the  staples  of  the  Sonth  and  West,  and 
npon  the  manniactnrea  of  the  North  and  East, 
mast  all  be  now  left  to  coinectore.  Plana  for 
public  improvement  and  ue  enterprises  of 
private  companies  will  extend  the  field  and 
requirements  for  labor,  perh^M  entirely  altering 
its  relations  of  value  and  emplonnoit  to  the 
existing  state  of  things, 
foretell  Utt  changes  it  mfty  o 
general  policy,  an^^  npon  that  partknlarir  con- 
nected with  the  dinweition  of  onr  vast  nationsl 
territory  !  UtxHi  the  sale  of  that  portion  oi  it 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  Btatea ;  npon  the 
application  of  the  revenue  to  be  derived  fran 
the  sales  of  onr  land,  now  more  than  three 
millions  aonoally,  utd  mereeung  in  defiaooe  of 
all  certain  calonlationt  Already  we  have  a 
proportion  from  the  Socretary  of  the  Treassry 
to  sell  to  the  Btatee  the  national  dtHuain  situated 
in  them.  It  is  oonnlenanoed  ext^irivcly,  as 
the  beet  manner  to  rid  onrselves  of  a  mtgect  of 
great  national  disquietude.  The  States  desire  to 
possess  the  lands.  They  are  jealovB  of  that 
control  whicii  we  most  have  over  the  lands 
while  we  continue  to  own  tbetn,  but  whkdi  tfaey 
think  interferes  witii  th«r  sovereignty,  aetaal 
interests,  and  promeotive  weUkr*.  TlMiy  bare 
some  reason  for  discontent,  as  tin  p^mmt  of 
the  price  of  the  lands  into  the  naticaial  Treasury 
eihsnsts  their  means.  This  evil  is  austneotiiig; 
and  may  ere  long  cause  feelings  whicft  this 
Qovernment  is  not  strong  enough  to  ocmtrot, 
bat  by  the  exeruse  of  powers  wmoh  may  make 
it  too  strong.  The  Secretary's  proposal  is  and 
will  become  popnlar  in  evoy  part  of  the  eons- 
try.  Something  of  the  kind  will  be  Mdt^itEd 
in  a  year  or  two,  and  the  wganization  of  a 
national  bank  should  and  can  be  made  to  have 
some  reference  to  this  point,  by  which  the 
States  may,  more  convenientiy,  and  without  the 
pressure  of  extraordinary  taxation,  make  the 
purchase.  The  tweo^-eix  milUons  of  ^»- 
oouDte  ^oyed  in  the  West,  at  this  time,  by  the 
indnlgenoe  of  the  bank,  ai^  its  Sve  millions  at 
currency  in  bank  checks,  are  wotthleeB  aoocon- 
modations,  compared  with  the  resolts  which  a 
due  regard  to  the  snt^ect  maj  produce  to  the 
Western  States.  It  will  not  be  aa  the  bank 
loans  now  are,  money  accnmnlating  upon  the 
use  of  credit,  with  all  the  eontingenciea  att^Ml- 
ing  business  done  in  that  manna — the  mere 
increase  of  cqtital ;  bat  a  national  bank,  prop- 
erly organised,  may  be  made  to  those  Stales 
the  means  of  independence,  of  sovermguty  over 
all  the  lands  in  their  borders,  of  the  prevention 
of  oppressive  taxation,  of  an  increase  ot  popula- 
tion and  power. 

Wedvssdat,  March  It. 

Banis  Iff  ih»  VnxUi  StaUt^lnqvity  M»  ill 

Oniuet. 

The  House  leenmed  the  oonndsratina  crfUr. 
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Clavtok'b  reaolntion,   with    the    unendmeut 
offered  thereto. 

Mr.  EoBBAsn  uid  there  bad  been  s  diMns- 
rion  of  about  two  weeks  npon  the  origioal  reso- 
Intion.  Now  thegetitlemaiifromGeorKi&,  (Mr. 
Watsb,)  from  Rhode  WBnd,  (M>.  BoBoia,) 
sad  from  MMsacbiuetts,  (Hr.  Adjlmb,)  had  pro- 

Eed  amendmenta,  all  of  which  would  proba- 
lead  to  ftirther  discoBrioD.  He  woold  snb- 
to  tbe  House  whether  other  bnnneBs  of  fm- 
portanoe  did  not  require  its  aolioiL  He  moved 
tbe  preiiotu  qneation. 

A  ealloTthe  House  was  moved,  uid  carried; 
and  after  the  call  of  the  Honae  had  proceeded, 

U r.  Boom  moved  to  suspend  the  call. 

Ur.  ilaDrrwnx  sud  the  qneetion  was  decisive 
for  tbe  bonk,  and  all  its  conseqaencee.  He 
hoped  there  would  be  a  Aill  House  when  it 
was  taken.  Tbe  subject  for  Q\6  last  week  or 
two  had  been  disoosaed  entirely  npon  one  ude. 
Thon^  he  had  fUt  called  on  to  answer  aeveral 
argmnenta  advanced  on  &e  merits  of  the  bank 
that  bad  been  urged,  he  had  abstained  altc^ther 
from  entering  into  the  debate.  He  wanted  a 
report  on  the  anttject ;  he  did  not  care  how  ex- 
tennve  tbe  iBveetigation  was,  if  it  left  time  to 
act  on  the  matter  here ;  be  never  ooold  rote 
for  tbe  inqnirj  withont  a  limitation  of  time  as 
contemplated  b7  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  llBHaohasettB,  (Ur.  ADjUib.) 

Kr.  Vattik  said  if  the  genUeman  allnded  to 
him,  be  felt  bound  to  t&j  that  he  bad  oot  di»- 
coased  the  merits  of  the  bank  at  all ;  he  had 
ouljr  endeavored  to  show  the  ueoessitj  of  an 
^inqoir]'  into  ita  a&ira, 

Mr.  Boor  wilMrew  his  motiui  to  soapend 
theoall. 

The  abeenteea  were  called  over,  and  ezonaes 
nude ;  eight  membetv  were  abeent^  for  whom 
DO  eiensea  were  offered. 

Hr.  Ltok  moved  to  suspend  the  calL 

Mr.  WiOKUTFX  was  as  anxious  to  put  an  end 
to  the  disoQseion  as  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  HimBASD,)  bnt  be  wuhed  the 
qoeation  to  be  taken  in  the  mnat  manner.  He 
wonld  vote  to  sospend  the  call  if  the  previoos 
qneetion  was  wiUidrawn,  otherwise  he  ahonld 
vote  a^net  it 

Mr.  Wnxum  wlahed  for  a  foD  axpreasion  of 
the  sentimeDta  of  the  Home  on  the  question. 
A  precipitate  deolmon,  in  the  abeenoe  of  mem- 
bers, he  tbongbt,  was  improper. 

Mr.  loBXios,  of  Eentnekf ,  eaid  be  believed 
most  of  tbe  abeenteea  who  were  able  to  be 
present  were  at  tbe  door  waiting  for  admits 
tanee ;  if  tbe  o^  was  sospended,  «aA  tbe  door 
opened,  the  Honae  wonld  be  as  ftdl  as  it  had 
been. 

Mr.  HcBBAAD,  in  reply  to  the  appeal  made  to 
him  to  withdraw  tlie  previona  anestion,  said  be 
thongbt  qnite  time  enoogta  hao  been  spent  in 
the  debate.  He  conld  not  consent  to  open  tbe 
door  to  another  three  weeks'  debate. 

Ifr.  AnAMB  siud  he  donbted  whether  the 
gentleman  wonld  find  bis  object  (stopping  the 
debaie)  answered  b;  tbe  ooniBe  taken.    The 


Erinted  resolntjon  provided  that  tbe  committee ' 
e  oboaen  b;  ballot. 

The  Spuxkb  said  he  was  informed  by  the 
Clerk  that  it  was  bo  printed  bj  the  mistue  of 
the  printer. 

The  Olerk  read  the  ori^nal  resolotion  offered 
by  Mr.  Olattok'. 

Mr.  Adahb.  Sntipoae  tbe  resolntion  is  adopt- 
ed in  that  shape,  the  qncBtion  ariaea  as  to  the 
number  of  the  oommittoe,  which  may  be  de- 
bated for  six  weeks.  Tie  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Watsb,)  who  bad  addressed  tbe 
House  greatly  to  his  satiafactEon,  said  be  did 
not  debate  the  merits  of  the  hank.    Sir,  if  a 

Suestios  is  eerioosly  made  as  to  the  nnmlier  (tf 
le  committee,  the  merita  of  every  thing  will  be 
open  to  debate.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Hiibbabd)  will  not  aooomplish 
the  end  in  view  by  moving  the  previons  ques- 
tion, when  other  points  on  the  resolntion  are 
open  to  debate.  He  (Mr.  A.)  had  given  notice 
of  the  amendment  he  proposed  in  anticipation 
of  this  motion.  The  reason  of  hia  amendment 
was,  that  the  original  resolotion,  in  bis  opinion, 
transcended  the  powera  of  the  House.  ' 

Tbe  SntAZKR  sud  the  question  before  the 
House  was  the  snspenrion  <a  tbe  call ;  the  pre- 
viotiB  question  was  not  a  enUeet  of  debate. 

Mr.  AnAMB  sdd,  showing  the  original  resolu- 
tion to  be  an  improper  one  afforded  a  very  good 
reason  agunat  Buapending  the  oalL  Tbe  reeoln- 
tion  waa  improper,  beoaoBe,  when  an  inqnlsito- 
rial  proceeding  ia  inatitnted,  care  should  be 
taken  not  to  transoend  the  powera  of  the  House. 

The  Bpkaxxb  repeated  it  was  not  in  order  to 
debate  the  resdution  on  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  call  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Adahb  said  he  was  not  debating  the 
resolution ;  he  was  only  stating  the  grounda 
why  the  call  should  not  be  suspended.  In 
settling  a  qneetion  of  so  much  national  impor- 
tance, which  involved  not  only  the  rightB  of  this 
corporation,  bnt  the  power  of  &o  House  itself 
there  should  be  a  full  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers. The  amendment  he  should  propose  waa 
founded  on  the  idea  that  tbe  origiual  reaolution 
transcended  the  power  of  the  House.  He  did 
not  wish  any  member  plaoed  in  a  hnmilioting 
situation  before  the  House,  bnt  be  hoped  Qm 
call  would  not  be  soBpended. 

Mr.  Root  said  he  hoped  the  call  would  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  for  the  previous 

Saestion  be  seoonded,  that  the  debate  befors 
10  Honae  might  proceed.  He  liad  been  at- 
tacked by  two  of  bis  oolleagnes  in  a  manner 
that  required  him  to  repel  or  ei^in,  or  both ; 
which  he  was  anxious  to  do.  He  supposed  it 
wonld  not  be  proper  for  him  to  go  mto  the 
matter  at  this  time. 

The  BpxAKEB  said  it  would  not. 

Mr.  Root  conld  not  vote  in  a  manner  that 
would  deny  himself  that  privilege. 

Mr.  EvRBBTT  would  remark  that  the  previona 
question  tvob  a  motion  odious  at  all  times ;  ita 
only  proper  interposition  ia  when  tbe  fVienda 
of  a  measnre  tbink  tbe  cqiponenta  havepro- 


.yGoogle 


rR.] 


ABRIDQHENT  OF  TEE 

Bank  ofUu  Btilti  SU^tt—Iitgiary  into  Ai  CauJiicL 


[Uakx,  isas. 


tracted  the  debate  bejond  reasonable  limits. 
It  was  apparent  this  was  not  the  case  here. 
The  friends  of  the  bank  had  hardlj  entered  into 
the  debate.  He  hoped  the  gentlemaii  from 
New  Esmp«bire  (Mr.  Hitbbabd)  would  oonsent 
to  withdraw  J  t 

Ur.  HcBBABO  said  it  was  dae  himself  to  state, 
that  before  the  genUemsn  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
WATm)  addressed  the  Hoose,  he  had  attempted 
to  get  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the 
rrevioas  question.  He  haa  determined  to  em- 
Drsce  the  first  opportunity  for  that  purpose.  The 
important  businees  which  pressed  itself  on  the 
attention  of  the  Honse  forbade  him  to  withdraw 
it,  especially  after  the  annnniuation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Root.) 

Ur.  Jbnifeb  sdd  if  the  prerions  qnestion  was 
sustained,  the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  ana  Means  would  have  no  opportunity  of 
vindicating  hii^self  and  other  persons  impli- 
cated. He  could  not  Tot«  to  deprive  them  of 
that  right. 

Mr.  Osijo  nwe  to  inquire  vhetlier  tliia  gen- 
eral debate  was  in  order. 

The  Sfeaekb  said  it  was  in  order  to  discnsa 
the  propriety  of  suspending  the  call,  bot  not  the 
previons  question. 

Mr.  Ltoh  withdrew  the  motion  to  SDspend 
the  call,  in  order,  he  said,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
debate.  It  was  immediately  renewed  by 
another  member. 

■}ir.  BuBoBLET  sdd  the  goeetion  before  the 
Eooae  was  the  suspenuon  of  the  call,  which  is 
opposed,  because  tJie  nrevions  qneetion,  which 
follows,  will  prevent  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina  Qii.  iioDurra)  from  addressing  the 
Honse.  That  gentleman  certainly  does  not  wish 
to  address  the  Honse  agiunst  the  original  reso- 
lution. When  it  was  proposed  to  send  it  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  gentleman 
stated  that  the  inqnitj  should  be  gone  into  folly 
and  completely.  He  presonied  he  did  not  wish 
now  to  change  his  gronnd.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Uassachn- 
setts  was  principally  to  append  a  limitation  of 
time  to  this  resolntion.  He  woald  inquire 
whether  that  limitation  could  not  be  eqaally 
well  efieoted  ^  instmctions,  independent  of  the 
resolution.  He  should  not  support  the  previous 
qnestion  from  any  wish  to  prevent  the  disctts- 
sion  proposed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Root,) 
bnt  tJie  time  had  arrived  when  other  objects 
required  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Boon  add,  as  the  questjon  was  abont  to 
be  taken  on  snspending  the  call,  he  would  state 
that,  of  the  eight  members  who  were  absent, 
without  excuse,  two  were  sick  in  bed,  and  five 
or  six  were  in  attenduice  at  the  door. 

The  qnestjon  on  suspending  the  call  was  car- 
ried. 

The  call  for  the  previons  question  was  then 
tried,  and  was  not  seconded  by  a  minority  of 
tlie  House ;  the  yeas  being  80,  the  nays  100. 

Mr,  AS1.1IB  Bud  he  would  now  move  bis 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man, (Mr,  Watmb.) 


wished  to  meet  the  amend- 
ments separately. 

Mr.  AnAiia  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Out  moved  a  coll  of  the  Honae ;  wlaek 
was  lost. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  'Watsx'i 
amendment,  and  lost — yeas  2Sj  n^i  164. 

Mr.  Anuis  then  moved  hts  amendment  to 
the  original  resolntion,  as  follows : 

To  strike  ont  after  the  word  "appoinled"  the 
renwinder  of  the  resolution,  and  to  insert  "  to  in- 
spect tbe  books,  Aid  to  examine  the  proceedii^ 
c^  tba  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  report  tbcrecoi, 
and  to  report  wbetheT  the  provuioai  of  its  charter 
have  been  violated  or  not  i  that  the  said  eommitlM 
have  leate  to  meet  In  the  city  of  PbiUdelphk,  and 
shall  make  tbeir  final  report  thereon,  on  or  before 
the  fourteenth  day  of  April  next ;  that  the;  haie 
poTsr  to  Bpnd  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  enploy 
tbe  >«qnisile  cleriu;  the  expenses  of  which  shall 
be  audited  and  alloved  by  the  Committee  of  Ao- 
connts,  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fond  of  tbii 

Mr  AsAua's  amendment  was  adopted  by  tlio 
following  vote : 

Tub.— ICessra.  Adams,  Adair,  C.  Allan,  Affiaon, 
Appteton,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcsck, 
Banks,  N.  Barber,  John  S.  Barboor,  Barringer, 
BarstOT,  I.  C.  Bates,  Brancb,  Brigga,  Bollard, 
Burd,  Cthoon,  Cboate,  Collier,  Lewis  Cfmdic^ 
SWtM  CoDdit,  Beutheros  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke, 
Cooper,  Conrio,  Coulter,  Craig,  Crane,  Cnvfud, 
Creighton,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Dcubt, 
Dewart,  Dickson,  Doddridge,  Drayion,  Dunean,  & 
Evans,  J.  EiBDS,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ford,  00- 
more,  Grennell,  HeUler,  Hodges,  Horn,  Howard,! 
Hughes,  Buot,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Irrin,  Jemfar, 
Kendall,  Henry  King,  Lelcber,  Haitiiall,  Maiwcit, 
R.  McCoy,  HcDuffie,  McKay,  HcEennui,  HeKcr, 
Milligan,  Uuhlenberg,  Nevton,  Pearoe,  Pendletoa, 
Pitcher,  Potts,  J.  Reed,  Root,  Rusaell,  Wm.  B. 
Sbepard,  A  H.  Shepperd,  Blade,  Smith,  SouUnrd, 
Spence,  Stanberrj,  Stewart,  Stona,  gotheiland, 
Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  \tr- 


liffe,  Wilde,  Williams,  Toung— 10«. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J , 

Angel,  Barnwell,  iIuDes  Bales,  Beanlsley,  Bell, 
Bergen,  Betbune,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Booo, 
Bouck,  Bouklin,  J.  Brodhead,  J.  C.  Brodhead, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carson,  Chandler,  Chion,  CU- 
boroe,  Claj,  Clayton,  Coke,   Conner,   Davenport, 


i.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  C.  C.  Jobnaton,  Ka- 
vauagh,  Kennon,  A,  Klug,  J.  King,  Lamar,  Lao- 
ticg,  Leaviit,  Lecompie,  t«nt,  Lewu^  Lyon,  Kann, 
Hardis,  UasOD,  UcCarty,  W.  HeCoy,  Hclntiie,  T. 
R  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  I^tisoo, 
Pi>lk,  E.  C.  Heed,  Kencber,  Roaae,  Scale,  Speigtil, 
Siandifer,  Stephens,  F.  Thomas,  W.  l^ompson, 
J.  Thomson,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Wecia, 
Wheeler,  C.  P.  White,  Worthingtoa— 92. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  the  oommittee  consist  of 
seven — adopted. 
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The  House  then  (at  eight  o'clock)  a^onrned. 

Hoinu-r,  Uvch  19. 
Buihop  Plagtt — Bemiuion  qf  Jhitie*. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benedict  Joseph 
FUget  was  read  \  third  time. 

]The  bill  authorized  the  remission  of  the  da- 
tiea  on  certain  puntiogs  and  obnroh  farniture, 
presented  bj  the  king  of  the  French  to  the 
Ostholio  Bi^op  of  Bairdstown,  Kentacky.] 

Ur.  HooAH,  of  New  York,  re^^tted  that  be 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
although  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  iDhabit- 
ants  of  a  State  where  be  had  many  personal 
fi-iends.  What  was  the  object  ot  the  bill  ?  Was 
it  intended  U>  secnre  any  pablio  benefit  t  Did 
it  address  itself  either  to  the  jnstice,  the  eqmtj, 
or  the  policy  of  the  House  t  Did  our  oonstitu- 
lion  recognize  any  oonnectJon  between  church 
and  State  t  If  the  bill  had  been  in  a  general 
form,  extending  the  like  benefit  to  all  chnrches 
timilarly  situated,  it  would  have  been  better 
entitled,  to  consideration;  bat  what  was  its 
object  I  To  remit  the  dutiee  on  certain  paints 
Inge  presented  to  a  partionlar  ohnroh.  It  was 
but  two  days  since  that  the  Eonse  waa  very 
near  refosing  its  assent  to  remit  the  duty  on 
•o  useful  an  article  as  railroad  iron,  thongb  that 
dnty  was  required  neither  fbr  protection  nor 
reTOnue,  This  bill  proposed  to  promote  no  na- 
tional interest — it  addressed  itself  to  the  mere 
liberality  of  the  House,  and  asked  Congress  to 
pay  back  firom  the  Treasury  a  sum  of  money 
which  had  legitimately  come  into  it.  The  table 
of  the  Honse  already  groaned  with  tlie  loads  of 
petitions  on  subjects  pretending  some  lawlid 
olsim  to  its  rega^ ;  but  if  the  House  proceeded 
to  ratify  mere  applications  to  its  liberality,  the 
table  woiild  not  only  groan,  but  would  be  soon 
broken  down  with  the  mass  of  snch  appiico- 

Ur.  WioKLtFFB  regretted  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Hoojuf)  had  not  selected  some 
other  of  the  nmnerous  hilts  which  had  been, 
find  were  now  npon  the  calendar,  to  press  the 
conrideration  of  those  general  principles  to 
which  hehad  invited  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  duty  of  d^ending  Uie  principle  involved  in 
this  bill  had,  however,  by  the  opposition  of  the 
genUeman,  been  devolved  upon  him,  and  he 
wonld  detain  the  Honse  bnt  a  very  short  time 
in  its  disohai^e.  About  four  years  since  he  bad 
presented  the  application  of  the  worthy  indi- 
vidnal  whom  the  bill  proposed  to  relieve.  That 
application  had  always  met  with  the  favor  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  and  the 
bill  had  two  or  three  times  passed  this  House 
without  objection,  but  was  never  acted  npon 
in  the  Senate,  for  want  of  time.  The  qnestion 
was  again  before  us,  approved  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill. 
Ur.  ^eaker,  the  House  will  pardon  me,  said 
Ut.  W.,  while  I  trespass  long  enough  npon 
their  time  to  do  justice  to  a  worthy  man, 


Bishop  Flaget,  for  whose  relief  this  hill  is  de- 
signed; he  is  my  constituent  and  friend.  He 
is  a  man  who  has  devoted  a  life  of  near  seven^ 
years  in  dispensing  acts  of  benevolence  and 
the  christian  charities.  He  was  once  a  resident 
of  this  District,  having  nnder  hie  charn  the 
valuable  college  of  Georgetown,  where  his  la- 
bors in  the  cause  of  science,  moraUty,  and  reli- 
gion, will  long  be  remembered  by  all  who 
knew  hint. 

His  destiny,  or  the  orders  of  the  church  to 
which  he  belongs,  placed  bim  at  the  head  of 
the  Catholic  church  in  Bairdstown,  where,  in 
the  exercise  of  the  dnties  of  bisbop  and  philan- 
thropist in  his  diocese,  he  has  endeared  himself 
to  tne  community  whose  society  he  adorns. 
This  is  not  all,  dr.  With  his  own  means,  aided 
by  the  liberal  contribution  of  the  members  of 
his  own  church,  and  of  individuals  belonging 
to  other  denominations,  he  has  built  np  a  ool- 
lega  which  is  both  the  pride  and  ornament  of 
the  little  village  in  whicll  it  is  situated.  In  this 
college  are  taught  all  those  branches  of  useful 
knowledge  and  of  science,  which  qualify  man 
for  the  duties  of  life  and  its  rational  enjoyments. 
This  college,  without  the  aid  of  governmental 
endowment,  brought  into  existence  and  sus- 
tained by  individnal  enterprise,  will  lose  noth- 
ing in  comparison  with  anycollegein  the  Union. 
Sir,  I  believe  it  the  best  west  of  the  mountains. 
In  it  are  aimually  instructed  about  two  hun- 
dred of  the  youth  of  onr  country  upon  terms 
moderate.  And  we  have  in  its  discinlme  B  per- 
fect guaranty  for  the  preservation  of  the  morals 
of  our  young  men.  Its  portals  are  opened  to 
all  denominations.  Religious  bigotry  does  not 
extend  its  unhallowed  infiuences  over  the  con- 
sciences of  the  professors  or  their  pnpils.-  The 
benevolence  of  ita  founder  and  its  conductors  is 
felt  in  all  ranks  of  society.  The  orphan  and 
the  deetitate  find  ready  access  to  the  benefits 
of  this  institution ;  and  when  there  is  an  in- 
ability to  pay  the  moderate  charges  of  board 
and  instmotion,  none  are  made.  I  will  say 
nothinr,  sir,  of  the  immense  amoont  of  money 
expenibd  on  the  buildings  of  this  college. 

Connected  with  this  institution  is  the  cathe- 
dral and  church,  the  residence  of  Bishop  Fla^t. 
The  expenditures  incident  to  snch  an  establish- 
ment as  the  two  I  have  named,  have  been  more 
than  eqnal  to  the  private  means  and  contribu- 
tions devoted  to  tlie  purposes  of  the  institution, 
and  its  founder  has  felt,  and  still  feels,  the  con- 
sequent embarrassments.  These  embarrass- 
ments have  been  in  some  measure  relieved  hj 
considerable  donations  of  chnrcb  furniture  and 
college  apparatus,  from  persons  in  Italy  and 
France.  The  duties  upon  such  articles  have 
been  remitted  heretofore  by  the  liberality  of 
Congress.  The  articles  upon  which  duties  have 
been  pud,  and  which  the  bill  contemplates  to 
rdund,  consist  of  puntings  and  other  articles  of 
ohorch  furniture,  presented  some  years  since  by 
the  then  Duke  of  Orleans,  now  £ing  of  the 
French,  to  the  Bishop  of  Bwrdstown.  He 
could  not  refuse  to  accept  the  offering ;  hy  ao- 
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oeptmg,  however,  lie  had  to  paj  the  dutiea, 
which  joar  revenae  laws  impose  opoa  articlee 
imported  &om  abroad.  These  articles  vonld 
not  have  been  purchased  and  imported.  Thej 
have  not  been  brought  into  the  oonntrf  as 
merchandise,  do  not  enter  into  the  consnmp- 
tion  of  the  conntrj,  and  therefore  do  not,  I 
hnmbl;  oonceive,  fall  within  the  priuoiple  or 
spirit  of  jonr  revenne  a7Bt«m.  Thej  are  q>eci- 
mena  of  art  and  taste  designed  as  ornaments 
to  a  boDse  of  public  worship. 

I  trast,  Hr.  Speaker,  that  the  oircmnstance 
that  this  application  is  in  behalf  of  a  Catholic 
bishop  will  not  prejudice  the  mind  of  anf  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  I  am  Bore  it  does  not  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York.  I  would 
extend  this  relief  to  anj  ohoroh  or  public  insti- 
tntion,  and  to  none  oooner  than  the  Gatholia 
I  live  among  them.  Thej  are,  like  other  de- 
nominations, honest  in  their  reU^oos  opimona, 
content  to  worship  in  the  modetnelr  edaootion 
■nd  hahiu  taught  them  to  believe  to  be  right, 
and  which  their  judgments  approve.  They  are 
honest,  indnsCrionB,  and  patnotio  citifene,  de- 
voted to  the  free  institutions  of  the  oomitry. 
I  mean  not  to  sa;-  thej;  are  more  so  than  other 
denominatione ;  certainlr  they  are  not  leas 
patriotic  and  liberal  in  their  opinions  and  prac- 
tices than  others  of  my  constituents.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  withdraw 
his  opposition  to  this  bill ;  the  amount  involved 
is  small,  but  it  is  to  the  very  worthy  man. 
Bishop  FlageL  at  this  time  of  much  consequence. 
At  least,  I  shall  look  with  confidence  for  the 
Judgment  of  this  House  in  favor  of  the  pasaaga 
oftbebiU. 

Ut.  Vkbpimsoi  eiud  that  this  bill  had  been 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Wi^  and  Means. 
He  should  not  Utempt  to  add  an  j  thing  to  what 
had  been  ao  well  said  bj  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  as  to  the  character  and  claims  of 
Bishop  Flaget^  bnt  would  merely  stato  the  gen- 
eral principle  wliich  had  governed  the  commit- 
tee in  reporting  the  bill — a  prinaiple  which  had 
been  settled  attor  full  discussion,  on  more  than 
one  ooowion,  by  yeas  and  na^s,  in  that  Honae. 
The  dnties  had  not  been  remitted  on  all  impor- 
tations made  for  the  use  of  churches  or  liberal 
institutions,  but  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
Government  was,  that  it  ought  not  to  tax  the 
donations  of  learned  or  pious  men  abroad  to 
institutions  of  reli^^on  or  literature  in  this 
country.  That  principle  had  first  been  settled 
In  reference  to  bookl  and  amiaratus  presented 
to  one  of  our  collies.  There  were  ten  or 
twelve  laws  of  this  character  upon  our  statut« 
book,  and  there  were  four  or  five  bills  of  a  simi- 
lar description  at  present  reported  to  this  House 
and  the  other.  The  principle  appeared  to  him 
a  sound  one ;  we  ought  not  to  tax  these  fruits 
ofphilanthropyandproobofgoodwiU.  Enough, 
and  more  than  euongh,  ha*  ^en  done  to  check 
this  ^eciea  of  fHendly  intercourse,  and  all  those 
acts  of  kindness  between  different  nations  which 
were  oalcnUt«d  to  cause  men  to  remember  that 
they  all  formed  parts  of  one  great  family.    A 


common  reUgion,  howevar,  and  a  oommon  in- 
terest in  the  cnltivatitm  of  sdence,  bound  Ii>- 
gether  laige  mossesof  men  on  both  ndesofths 
Atlantic,  and  it  was  not  graunus  to  tai  Um  do- 
nations which  our  brethren  abroad  might  b« 
disposed  to  make  to  the  institutions  of  th«  oeir 

Mr.  HofiAS  replied  that  the  ezplanatioD  whkk 
had  been  nven  was  so  perfectly  sitidkitorj  to 
him,  that  ne  would,  with  pleasure,  withdnv 
his  objections  to  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  pasMd  withont  flnthar  tffa^ 


ICoxsAT,  April  9. 
The  JhflfiA  Xenorial — Cblonuatint  Mi  Sb- 
verf. 
Mr.  Ohiltox  Au.aK  pement«d  a  nunuiiit 
which,  he  stated,  waa  ngned  by  a  very  lirp 
uomber  of  the  citizen*  of  Kentucky  of  all  pv- 
ties,  praying  Oongreea  ton]Bkflan^iprc{«uti« 
for  the  porpoeeiKcoloiujdog  the  free  fK^d 

A  similar  memorial  was  presented  bj  Ur. 
ToxpxiKB,  of  Kentncky.  BotL  memorial*  vm 
referred. 

Mr.  ManoKB  preseatad  a  memmial  fi«n  ran- 
dry  subjects  of  Great  Briton,  restdios  in  £ag- 
land,  praying  Oongrees  to  aid  the  America 
Colonization  Bodety,  as  an  effectual  nmotof 
ultimately  anppreeaing  tlie  African  ^rt  tcsd<^ 
&«. 

Ur.  M.  moved  that  the  mamorial  be  tefured 
to  the  Select  GommittM  appointed  on  the  col- 
onization sntfjaot ;  and,  withoat  being  raid,  it 
was  aooordingly  ordered  to  be  so  lefenvd. 

Ur.  Folk  soon  after,  h&ving  inquired  iototlie 
nature  utd  source  of  the  memorial,  moved  s 
recontuderation  of  the  qoeation  rai  its  reterenea 
At  the  time  of  its  introdnctitnt,  he  said,  b«  bid 
very  indlstinctiy  heard  the  nature  of  it  aUKd, 
or  he  should  have  Directed  to  it  then ;  bt  b>l 
since,  however,  learned,  on  inquiiTi  **'•'  i* '" 
a  memorial  rigned  by  British  subjects  Tsadcnt 
in  Great  Britain,  praying  ftw  the  abditioB  rf 
slavery,  and  reoonunending  an  upnqmatiaD  by 
the  United  States  Oongreaa  to  the  OcdooiatMi 
Society,  for  the  better  att^nment  <a  the  otile^ 
of  that  sodety  in  the  oolwixatioQ  of  owxa 

Eple  (m  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  ebewbrn 
P.  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  ■ng™ 
character  of  the  petition,  coming,  as  ildid,  frnm 
foreigners  resident  in  a  foreign  eonatiyt  "'^ 
relatmg  to  matters  with  which  those  »!«>  "(^ 
it  could  notposnUyhaveaoymnoen.  Bean 
not  attribute  any  improprie^  of  eooiad  to  tw 
gentieman  who  presented  it  to  the  Home-^ 
well-known  character  of  the  member  from  *  f 
ginia  shielded  him  from  the  posabilitrcf  wf 
unpntation  of  improper  motivea  in  ■bnuW* 
this  memorial;  he  had  no  doubt  that  geoUMOU 
had  acted  with  an  honert  oonvictioii  of  to  pro- 
priety and  utility,  but  he  (Mr.  P.)  mart  b«  pM" 
nutted  to  say  that  his  views  of  tbe  mt^ 
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differed  mBteiiillr  from  thtwe  entertained  bj 
him.  He  oonudered  that  foreigners  had  noth- 
ing whkMver  to  do  in  respect  to  mj  meuores 
irhioh  migbt  be  adopted  in  reference  to  this 
great  question :  their  interference  in  it  in  the 
■lif^teat  degree  was  uncalled  for  and  imperti- 
nenL  The  snbjeot  itaelf  was  one  of  the  great- 
oat  difflonltf  and  delioat^ — the  agitation  of  that 
qneation,  even  bf  those  who  were  most  deeplf 
inlemted  in  itaa^oatmeDtiWasamatter  which 
required  the  atmost  oantion :  the  House  were 
acmpolquB  of  aoting  on  it,  even  upon  the  memo- 
riala  of  American  dtizeiu,  presented  then  by 
tiieir  own  repreaeutativea ;  now  mnch  more 
deliberately  ooght  thej  then  to  consider  it  upon 
this  application  of  foreigners!  When  the 
Bjemoiial  was  presented  b;  the  gentleman 
fh>m  Virginia,  he  (Mr.  P.)  repeated  that  the 
Costom(U7  Bommarj  of  its  contents  and  purport 
vaa  BO  indistinotlj  nude  as  not  to  Iw  heard  bjr 
him.  He  sboold,  therefore,  move  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  reference  given  to  it. 

Mr.  MxBOBB  had  diatinctlr  etatei  at  the  time 
he  presented  thia  memorial,  tliat  it  came  from 
British  ratgecta  rarident  in  England.  It  was 
known  to  manj  gentlnnen  who  heard  him,  that 
the  C<J(mlzatiOD  Society  bad  an  agent  abroad 
engaged  in  aolidting  peonniary  tid  towards  its 
reoonroea.  The  memorial  was  respectful  in  its 
tenor,  nor  was  it  justly  chargeable  with  an  im- 
pertinent interferenoe  in  onr  tfftlTs.  It  did  not 
pretend  to  anggest  an;  measnrea  which  onght 
to  be  purfued ;  it  merely  petitioned  the  Gov- 
ernment to  aid  in  the  general  design  of  the 
abt^tiou  of  slavery ;  and,  as  a  means  of  doing 
BO,  that  it  wootd  countenuicethe  designs  of  the 
ColonUatlon  Society.  The  memorialists  were 
membera  of  that  aooiety.    The  doiitrine  of  the 

Ctleman  from  Tenneawe  (Mr.  Poi^)  was  to 
I  perfeetiy  novd.  Was  it  to  be  maintained, 
that,  beoBuse  tbeoonstjtntionaeoared  to  Ameri- 
oan  dtiienB  the  right  of  petitioniag  that  Honse, 
it  Hierefore  debaned  all  foreigners  from  doing 
so  i  Had  not  memorials  been  freqaently  pre- 
sented by  foreigners,  and  respeotf ally  reoelved  f 
One  of  the  moat  Malons  reports  he  had  ever 
read,  was  that  made  in  the  Senate  on  the  me- 
morial of  a  Mr.  Sarohet.  The  memorial  bad 
been  presented  to  this  House  throngh  the 
^■eaker,  but  Mr.  M.  did  not  approve  of  its 
tenor,  beoanse  it  was  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal 
from  one  branch  of  thin  Qovemment  to  anouier. 
But  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, if  a  foreigner  had  reoeived  gross  Injostice 
in  a  case  not  reaehed  by  the  courts,  wheuier  he 
was  to  be  prohlliited  from  petidoning  that 
HoQse,  and,  if  he  might  do  so  when  residing  In 
this  oonntiy,  wonld  the  enrenmstanoe  of  his 
reriding  abra«d  make  any  diflbrence  I  He  con- 
sidered the  presenting  of  a  memorial  to  this 
Qovemment  an  sot  of  uie  highest  respect  which 
a  foreigner  could  pay  to  iL  The  slave  trade 
bad  been  prononnoed  piracy ;  the  British  Qov- 
emment had  so  declared  it,  at  onr  instance : 
and  aorelyall  foreigners,  uid  everybody  else,  had 
an  tnterest  in  tiie  putting  down  of  piracy.  There 
TokXL-ll 
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was  in  the  memorial  a  reference  to  the  subject  cf 
slavery ;  bnt  no  other  reference  to  it,  than  saoh 
as  had  been  contdned  in  every  memorial  fWtm 
the  Colonization  Society.  The  memorialists  did 
not  pretend  to  disease  the  morality  of  slavery, 
or  the  propriety  of  its  abolition  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  they  merely  expressed,  in 
respectfol  langnage,  their  belief  that  the  plan 
of  colonization  was  calculated  to  efiect  the  event- 
ual destruction  of  slavery ;  nor  oould  ima^na- 
tion  devise  any  other  mode  of  aocompll^Ing 
an  object  so  desirable.  Mr.  M.  had  not  sought 
to  conceal  the  nature  of  the  memorial.  There 
was  nothing  in  it  which  needed  concealment. 
He  had  not  pretended  that  it  was  from  Ameri- 
can citizens,  bnt  had  distinctly  announced  that 
it  came  from  British  subjects.  Bot  that  all 
donbt  might  be  removed  respecting  its  object, 
or  its  language,  be  desired  that  the  memoriu 
should  be  read  St  the  Clerk's  table.  If  it  should 
then  appear  that  the  paper  contained  any  thing 
improper,  Mr.  M.  was  willing  that  it  should  be 
laid  on  the  table,  or  withdrawn  from  the  House. 
Bis  object  in  offering  it  hud  been  to  do  good. 
If  the  memorial  was  likely  to  do  evil,  he  was 
willing  to  withdraw  it.  ' 

Mr.  Dbattok  stated  his  reasons  more  at 
length  why  a  p^r  like  this  shoold  not  be  read 
in  the  Hoose.  He  was  as  strongly  opposed  to 
the  slave  trade  as  any  philanthropist  who  had 
ever  poured  ont  orisons  for  the  destruction  of 
all  engaged  in  it,  in  Europe,  Africa,  or.  America, 
He  thought  no  punishment  that  could  be  de- 
vised was  too  great  to  be  inflicted  on  the  man 
who  had  endeavored  to  pnrebase  pleasure 
through  the  inatromentality  of  that  hellish 
traffic.  In  all  themaledlctiooswbich  had  been 
heaped  upon  the  trade,  he  most  heartily  con- 
cnrred.  But  when  he  reflected  on  the  sltnatloa 
of  a  large  portion  of  this  Union,  where  slavery 
had  become  an  inherent  part  of  the  system  i^ 
things,  where  it  conld  be  no  more  eradicated,  by 
any  efforts  of  legislation,  than  the  rays  of  light 
could  be  separated  from  the  sun,  or  than  the 
swamps  of  the  South  could  be  converted  into 
the  forests  and  prairies  of  the  West,  he  put  it  to 
gentlemen  to  say  whether  it  was  proper  to  intro- 
duce and  agitate  such  a  snbject  m  that  House, 
The  discussion  of  it  never  oiled  to  eiclt«  much 
feeling,  and  often  ted  to  harsh  end  angry  debate. 
The  subject  was  environed  with  difBoultiea,  and 
Oongress  bad  repeatedly  disclaimed  all  right  to 
toa<£  it.  He  hoped,  Uierefore^  the  memorial 
would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Lbtohbb  swd  it  was  to  be  regretted  that 
a  subject  of  that  sort  should  have  been  intro- 
duces into  the  House.  He  meant  no  disrespect 
towards  the  gentieman  from  Ylrginia,  when  he 
said  it  was  his  own  opinion  that  the  paper 
should  not  have  been  brought  into  the  Eonseb 
The  gentleman,  perceiving  the  effect  it  pro- 
dnoed,  had  expressed  a  de^re  to  take  it  back ; 
he  considered  that  desire  as  honorable  to  tiie 
gentleman,  and  thought  that  it  ought  to  be 
complied  with.  Mr.  L.  had  no  olyections  to 
hear  any  memorial  addressed  to  the  House; 
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but  it  was  not  tbe  ordbarj  conree  to  have  me- 
morialB  read ;  and  tliis  one  was  on  a  delicate 
■ubjeot,  and  had  been  introdaced  witboat  con- 
aideration.  From  wbat  qnarter  had  it  come  ? 
From  the  inhabitants  of  a  foreign  country. 
wboUyiino«nneot«d  with  this  Government;  ana 
waa  that  Hoane  about  to  tate  imisdiction  of  it  t 
Ee  thought  not ;  and  be  believed  that  every 
gentleman  who  reflected  coolly  on  the  anbject 
would  agree  with  him  that  tbe  desire  of  tbe 
oentleman  from  Virginia  ongbt  to  be  granted. 
Nooe  wonld  go  ^rther  than  he  in  giving  a  just 
encouragement  and  support  to  the  designs  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society;  bnt  a  pa- 
per like  thia,  iusteod  of  being  caloujatod  to  pro- 
mote those  designs,  operated  in  a  manner  di- 
rectly the  reveraa,  and  tended  to  excite  the 
strongest  pr^ndice  t^^ainst  them.  The  memo- 
rial could  be  productive  of  no  good  feeling,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  withdrawn. 

Hr.  IiJOBsaoLL  should  vote  against  the  read- 
ing of  thia  paper,  because,  as  matters  now  stood, 
tbe  Honse  was  not  called  to  act  upon  it  The 
gentleman  who  had  introduced  this  peUtion 
wished  to  withdraw  it^  and  conrtesy  required 
tbat  tbe  same  indnigence  shoald  be  extended 
to  that  gentleman  which  was  shown  to  all 
others  maJting  a  like  request.  The  subject  was 
not,  in  reality,  before  the  Bouse  for  ita  action ; 
and  why  should  the  paper  be  read !  He  ad- 
mitted to  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
that  fbrewners  ought  to  be  permitted  to  come 
to  the  Houae  by  petition,  whenever  they  de- 
»red,  on  their  own  behalf  privilege  which  the 
House  alone  could  grant.  But  it  was  mani- 
f^tly  most  improper  that  tbey  abould  attempt, 
by  memorial,  to  interfere  with  the  policy  of 
thiti  country,  domestic  or  foreign.  1^  memo- 
rial contained  a  anggestion  as  to  tbe  best  mode 
of  disposing  of  our  surplus  revenue.  What 
would  be  thought  in  the  British  parliament,  if 
an  American  petition  should  be  introduced 
there  in  behalf  of  the  aUrving,  potatoe-fed 
population  of  Ireland !  or  suggesting  oonadera- 
tiona  in  favor  of  the  reform  bul  1 

Ur.  DiOKSOir  sdd  he  was  asked  to  vote  upon 
tbe  question  of  reading,  with  a  direct  reference 
to  a  subsequent  motion  to  withdraw  the  memo- 
rial. He  was  not  prepared  to  act  on  sncb  a 
motion  witboat  flrst  nearing  the  memorial  read. 
He  could  not  act  in  tbe  dark,  nor  vote  in  refer- 
ence to  a  Bubject  that  he  knew  nothing  about. 
He  trusted  that  no  representative  on  that  floor 
wonld  think  of  voting  on  any  question,  until 
he  had  some  knowledge  of  the  facts  involved 
in  it  To  do  so,  would  he  highly  uadignified 
in  Uie  representative  of  a  &ee  and  intelligent 


people,  and,  in  his  own  case,  he  weuld  say, 
highly  improper. 

If,  as  had  been  stud,  the  paper  contained  ar- 
guments nnflt  to  be  addressed  by  foreigners  to 
that  House— if  it  appealed  to  this  Oovemment 
proposing  any  action  with  a  view  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  am  very,  whatever  might  be  his  opinion 
on  the  general,  aubjeet  be  should  cheerfully 
consent  to  ita  bting  witlidrawn,  as  int«rmed- 


a  amrtTiiid 
ing  unburn 


dling  withaqoeationwhiob  belonged  exetuiTe- 
ly  to  onraelvea.  Otber  gentlemen,  however,  in- 
sisted that  tbe  paper  contained  nothing  im- 
proper, and  that  the  imp^rtinenee  chargM  wu 
a  mere  matter  of  inference.  Between  thoat 
opposite  representations,  oould  be  be  expected 
to  act  without  knowing  what  the  puwrdid 
contain !  He  conceived  not,  and,  therefor^  i» 
should  vote  for  tbe  reading. 

Mr.  Pattok,  of  Virgpnia,  said  that  it  wu 
much  to  be  regretted  Uiat  all  Batjects  which 
came  before  th&  House  conld  not  bs  diseoMad 
without  produtuug  excitement ;  but  so  l<»g  a 
deliberative  bodiea  were  eompoeed  of  men,  ud 
BO  long  as  all  men  wero  not  philaaophen,  tlun 
were  some  topics  which  always  must  and  (rmild 
produce  excitement,  and  unhappily  it  wu  too 
often  tbe  case  tbat  tbe  excitement,  connecttd 
with  the  snbiecta  tbetnaelvea,  waa  an  '  ' 
by  exasperabug  and  «ven  inanlting  u 
employed  by  tuoae  who  were  engi 
discussion.  For  biiuwU|  he  had  D 
tbat  the  present  aubJect  should  paM  lilaitl;, 
quietiy,  tmd  secretly  trmn  the  Hook,  as  it  hia 
entered  it  He  was  glad,  very  ^ad,  to  witDos 
tbe  sentiment  expreased  in  all  parts  <H  the  HoiM 
tbat  it  was  improper  such  a  paper  shoald  hin 
been  introduced  tLere.  He  was  ^ad  tlist  tbt 
sentiment  seemed  to  be  so  nnivwsal,  that  tba 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Mbboki)  had,  in 
thia  matter,  fallen  into  an  indiscretion  Thkh 
should  be  remedied  by  letting  the  House  ^  rid 
of  the  p^ter  in  tbe  eborteet  mode  praetKiblt, 
»o  as  in  some  dwee  to  atone  for  the  vrifiBi 
error  of  its  intro£iction.  Bnt  it  seemed  thit 
some  gentlemen  were  not  disposed  to  permit 
tbis.  Tbey  inaiBted  on  hearing  ^e  nwamsi 
read.  Why !  To  wbat  end  I  A  rale  of  tka 
House  required  that  a  member,  when  intro- 
ducing a  petition  or  memorial,  shoald  SDOwtcll; 
state  to  tJie  House  its  gesernl  character,  and  llie 
object  prayed  for.  In  the  present  oaa^thii 
rule  baa  been  complied  wim,  hut  be  did  Kt 
believe  that  tbe  statement  of  his  eoUeagoe  bd 
been  heard  by  ten  members  in  the  House. 

The  general  character  of  the  petiiioohad, 
however,  dnoe  been  stated  in  tbe  discaaniB, 
and  Ur.  P.  inquired  whether  there  w*i  om 
gentieman  on  that  floor  who  would  saj  Ihit 
sncb  a  paper,  upon  snob  a  snbjeet,  oomiDg  frw 
such  a  source,  waa  a  proper  olgeot  for  tfleso- 
tion  of  that  Honee.  Why,  then,  shonld  it  be 
read  t  Would  not  gentlemen  all  have  r^ectcd 
it,  bad  they  known  ita  features  I  HetnutM 
in  God  there  were  not  ten  man  within  _tli«« 
waUs  who  wonld  have  consented  to  recdve  A. 
Why,  then,  ahould  it  be  read  at  tbe  OiA't 
table  I  Mr.  P.  sud  he  should  not  have  nseo 
bnt  for  a  sentiment  which  bad  fallen  from  it 
least  one  gentieman,  that  the  oppoatioa  of  gen- 
tlemen from  the  South  arose  from  their  bwg 
afraid  to  bear  tbe  paper  read.  Abwdl  Oi 
what  ?  Of  whom  I  Afraid  to  read  this  nusw- 
able  invocation  to  nniveraal  emandpatioD,  »• 
dressed  to  that  House  by  suWocts  of  Gr^ 
Britain,  when  tiey  heard,  from  day  to  dv,  sm 
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he  trusted  without  fear,  the  ravings  of  iacen- 
diai7  fanalicia  from  i  part  of  our  own  country  I 
AiniA,  when  the  snbjeot  of  abolition  had  been 
agitated  with  open  doors  in  the  State  Legislo- 
torea,  and  was  ataly  diBOOBSed  in  the  presses  of 
the  Sonthi  Afraid  to  listen  to  a  miserable 
efFusioQ  of  this  sort!  No.  Bat  what  the]' 
were  afhiid  to  do  was,  to  give  any  sanction,  to 
affix  any  respectability,  to  an  insoliuiC  interfer- 
ence, by  forejgnen,  in  the  affaita  of  a  portion 
of  the  States  of  tbit  Union,  who  would  not  even 
mffer  the  Qeneral  Qovemment  itself  to  I^iakte 
in  reference  to  them — an  interference  with  the 
subject,  respecting  which  more  than  one  memo- 
rial coming  from  our  own  dtiaens,  had  been 
indignantly  thrown  ont  of  that  Hanse.  He 
repelled  moh  a  taunt  upon  the  House  with  the 
scorn  it  merited.  Southern  gentlemen  were 
not  afraid  to  hear  the  miserable  paper  read. 
He  was  gUd  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ffinia  (Ur.  Ubbcbb)  annonnce  his  intention  to 
let  the  memorial  be  seen  by  all  the  people  of 
the  United  8t«t«B.  He  was  especUIly  glad  that 
tiie  people  of  Virginia,  and  tnat  the  oonstitu- 
ents  of  the  gentleman  himself  would  have  an 
opportnnity  of  knowing  what  it  was  that  that 
gentleman  had  seen  fit  to  throw.into  that  arena 
as  a  brand  to  kindle  up  the  flames  of  discord 
In  that  House.  In  saying  this,  he  meant  noth- 
ing diarespeotfiil  to  the  honorable  gentleman. 
It  might  have  been,  he  hoped  it  was,  he  believed 
it  traa,  a  misoonoeption  of  the  true  nature  of 
that  pqier,  and  a  momentary  forgetfhlness  of 
the  impropriety  of  the  step,  which  had  occa- 
sioned the  genUeman  to  introdnce  it.  Bnt  still, 
if  the  thing  was  in  itself  a  firebrand,  tore  to 
li^t  up  the  flames  of  discord,  it  was  proper 
(hat  the  people  shonld  know  it. 

Ur.  Bbioos,  of  Massaohusetta,  s^d  he  had 
run  his  eye  over  the  memorial,  and  be  believed 
that  when  it  should  be  laid  befbre  the  public, 
the  people  would  be  greatly  surpiised  at  the 
debate  lo  which  it  had  given  birth.  He  was 
satisfied  that  there  had  been  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  those  who  offered  the  memorial  to  toach 
upon  that  very  delicate  subject  which  was  so 
apt  to  prodnoe  eidtement  in  that  Bouse.  Be- 
garding,  however,  that  Hnlgect  as  one  which 
belonged  exclusively,  by  the  oonstitntion  and 
laws  of  the  country,  to  that  portion  of  the  Union 
where  the  colored  population  was  chiefly  found, 
he  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
avoided  as  a  fruitful  source  of  excited  feeling. 

It  was  true  that  his  aonstituenta  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  sucoesa  of  the  colonization  cause, 
bnt  the  people  of  the  North,  so  far  as  he  had 
had  an  opportunity  to  know  them,  had  no  idea 
of  interfering,  in  the  most  remote  d^ree,  with 
that  species  of  property  which  was  held  by 
their>  Southern  brethren.  They  never  had  done 
it,  Bod  never  woold  do  it.  They  had  no  wish, 
~  1  thought  of  shaking  the  security  of  slave 

Grty  at  the  South,  or  intermeddling  with  it 
I  remotest  manner.  Knowing  this  as  he 
did,  gentlemen  might  readily  ooaceiva  that 
when  be  heard  his  oonstitnenta  repeatedly  ao- 


rai 


ensed  of  a  desire  to  disturb  the  slave  question, 
he  felt  that  they  were  oiijnstly  accused.  No;  let 
him  toll  gentlemen  of  the  South,  that  if  the 
stability  of  this  Union  wasnever  to  be  disturbed 
till  the  people  of  the  North  attempted  to  invade 
the  secnrity  of  the  tenure  by  which  those  gen- 
tlemen controlled  slave  labor,  the  Uttion  would 
last  while  time  endured.  If  the  ftur  &bria  ot 
our  social  institutions  was  never  to  be  shaken 
till  the  people  of  the  Northern  States  over- 
leaped the  bounds  of  the  constitntion  to  meddle 
with  the  property  of  their  Southern  brethren, 
those  institntions  would  stand  till  time  had 
crnmbled  the  sohd  cohmms  that  surrounded  that 
Hall,  and  laid  them  prostrate  in  the  dust. 

The  question  of  reconsideration  was  then  pnt, 
and  carried;  and  Mr.  Kiboib  withdrew  Uie 
memorial  ihim  the  House. 

The  following  is  the  memorial  presented  1^ 
Mr.  Ubborb,  which  gave  rise  to  the  above  d^ 


CiBsraismt,  (EasLuiD,)  Jattaarj  U,  18SS, 

To  the  honorable  House  of  BepresentativeB  of 
the  United  Statee  of  America,  the  onderdgned, 
members  and  friends  of  the  American  Colooiiation 
Society,  reddent  in  Great  Britain,  reapeotfull;  pre- 
sent the  following  address ; 

Qeepl;  impressed  with  sentiments  of  abhonsDoe 
of  the  evils  of  tbe  tUve  trade  and  slavery,  we  resort 
to  your  hoaorable  House  sa  to  a  refan  for  tbe  op- 
preased,  under  the  sanction  of  a  consoUng  trust  that 
circumslances  ue,  at  this  crisis,  highly  favorable 
for  efTecliug  a  beneScitl  change  in  the  coaditiou  of 
the  colored  population  of  the  trailed  States ;  and  In 
the  full  belief  that  you,  as  conservators  of  liberty, 
vill  lend  every  possible  aid  to  the  ncred  cause. 

We  fed  atiachod  by  lufuage,  lineage,  and  rell- 
SiOD,  to  our  American  brethren,  aud  we  sincei^y 
rqoice  hi  the  growiug  prosperity  of  their  beloved 
aountry  ;  but  we  fear  that  that  prosperity  may,  at 
no  very  distant  period,  be  ezpoaed  to  danger, 
should  not  the  system  of  slavery  which  prevails  in 
several  of  the  Stales  be  materialty  corrected,  if  not 
wholly  eradicated 

It  appears  to  oa  as  an  incontrovertible  (act,  that 
a  mixed  population  of  whites  and  blacks  cannot,  la 
the  nature  of  things,  cenhally  unite,  nor  eiperienoa 
those  reciprocal,  social  blesriogs  wtdch  either  of  the 
classes  might,  If  separate,  eqjoy. 

Under  this  conviction,  we,  your  memoiialiato,  beg 
to  lay  before  your  honoiable  House  a  condae  view 
of  those  circumstanoes  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
and  that  appear  to  us  of  a  character  so  ausfudoua 
to  the  eventual  relief  of  America  from  the  lameDt- 
^le  consequences  of  slavery,  and  to  tbe  restora- 
tion of  the  emancipated  to  a  proper  station  In  so> 

Tbe  leading  point  to  which  we  would  refbr  is  the 
rising  colouy  of  Uberia,  on  the  western  shores  of 
Africa,  established  by  the  silent,  persevering,  and 
judicious  efforts  of  tbe  American  Colonliatlon  So- 
ciet}',  to  which  we  steadily  look  as  an  ssylum  point- 
ed out  (may  we  say  f)  even  by  tbe  finger  of  Divine 
Providence,  where  the  sons  of  Africa  wilt  find  a  cli- 
mate congenial  with  their  constitutions,  and  may 
form  a  society  peculiarly  adapted  to  develop  their 
capabilitiea,  and,  what  is  more,  to  extend  oiviliia- 
tionand  Christianity  into  the  very  heart  of  AMca, 
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Bad  to  establiih  a  legitimate  conuaeTce  on  the  rniiu 
of  that  moat  ioCuaoot  traffic,  the  ida*a  trade. 

It  appean  that  nameroni  atTera  of  slaTcs  for 
mnuuJpatioD  and  colooiia^a  are  made  to  the  so- 
det;,  which,  to  the  extent  of  its  meaDs,  it  e&gerlj 
embtacea ;  but,  for  tbe  pntposea  of  to  great  an 
deitaUng,  tbe  means  or  iadividiula,  or  of  tbe 
detj,  are  too  limited.  Happily  for  America,  she  ia 
about  to  be  exonerated  fhim  a  pabtio  debt ;  and  ire 
Tentnre  respecthillj  to  ask,  to  what  better  purpose 
can  national  rssonreeB  be  appUedT 

In  ooDcluaioa,  we  preeume  (o  w>Bcit  moh  idd 
tielialf  of  tbe  American  Coloaiiation  Societj,  at 
your  honorable  House  ma;  seem  meet ;  and   we 
■hall  enr  feel  onrsBlTos  anxious  to  do  all  in 
power  to  promote  the  wel&re  of  the  United  Sutet, 
and  to  mstoin  tbe  omioiUile  relationa  wbioh   so 
happily  Mbalst  between  that  couDtr;  and  our  ow; 
[^gned  by  forty  peraona,] 


Satubdat,  April  14. 

Breach  of  Pritniegt, 
The  Sfxakkb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  ^m    the  honorable   Williah 
Stabbbkbt,  a  member  of  the  Hoiue  from  t^e 
State  of  Ohio : 
To  tht  horuirabU  Amdbxw  SfiTMinHnr, 

Sis:  I  wu  waylaid  bt  tbe  atreet,  near  to  my 
boarding-hoiise,  lost  night,  about  eight  o'clock,  and 
attockeo^  knocked  down  by  a  bludeeon,  and 
■ererely  braised  aod  wouaded  by  Samnel  Houston, 
late  of  Tennewee,  for  words  spoken  in  my  place  in 
the  House  of  B«presentatires ;  by  reason  of  which, 
I  am  eouflned  to  ny  bed,  and  tmabie  t«  difcha^ 
my  duties  in  the  Honse,  end  attend  to  the  intereata 
of  my  constituents.  I  communicate  this  infonna- 
tion  to  you,  and  request  that  yon  will  lay  it  before 
theHoase. 

Very  respectMly,  yours, 

WILLUU  ^ANBERBT, 
Mtmb€T  of  tht  H.  o/S.from  Ohh. 

April  14,  188S. 

Mr.  TAmnt,  thereupon,  ofibred  the  following 
resolntion : 

JUietttd,  That  the  Speaker  do  issue  hli  warrant, 
directed  to  the  Sergeant«t-Arma  attending  to  the 
House,  eommandlng  him  to  take  In  custody,  wher- 
erer  to  be  fooiid,  the  body  of  Samuel  Houston,  and 
the  some  In  his  custody  to  keep,  subject  to  the 
further  order  and  discreuon  of  the  Bouse. 

Ur.  y.  quoted,  in  sapport  of  his  motion,  two 
preoedents,  one  in  1796,  in  the  case  of  Randall 
and  IFhltaey,  two  land  speonlators,  who  bod 
proposed  a  bribe,  in  lands  or  money,  to  two 
members  of  the  House,  on  condition  of  the 
passage  of  a  certain  bill,  which  proposal  the 
members  had  lud  before  the  noose  as  the  basis 
of  a  motion  similar  to  that  which  he  had  now 
made.  The.  other  case  was  that  of  John  An- 
derson, which,  he  presumed,  wonld  be  recol- 
lected by  many  of  those  now  present.  In  both 
~  ~  »  a  breach  of  privilege  had  been  alleged  to 


able  to  find  any  oi 


a  in  precedent  (rf  a  nenonal 


assault  for  words  RwkNi  in  debate;  Dut^  be- 
lieving  it  to  be  at  leeat  as  great  «  vitdation  of 
the  pririleges  of  tbe  Eonse  to  aseanlt  a  meraber 
in  the  pnUio  streets  fcff  what  he  had  nttered 
in  debate,  aa  to  aS&r  him  a  bribe  with  a  view 
to  oany  a  desired  maasnre  throng  tlie  Hooi^ 
he  had  thoni^t  it  proper  ta  UOtyw  tbe  n«ee- 


worda  whioh  1 
thoee  oooasicma. 

Mr.  Folk  said  that  it  ooenmd  to  him  that 
Rooh  a  resolntion  as  this  required  some  oonnd- 
eration.  On  hearing,  thla  morning,  Jnst  before 
he  came  to  the  Honae,  of  the  ooenmmee  r^ 
ferred  to  in  the  letto- jnst  Ud  before  the  House 
by  the  Speaker,  and  on  bearing  also,  tltat  tbe 
sntiject  wotild  probably.  In  s«iie  ab^w  or  otlier, 
be  bronght  to  tito  nolaoe  <^  the  Honae  this 
morning,  he  had  aappoeed  that  die  ntmoet  ex- 
tent to  wtdch  any  g«iitlemaa  wonld  think  c^ 
going,  under  the  mroanistanoe^  would  be  to 
propose  an  imndry  by  a  oomnuttee.  The  reso- 
lntion asamned  the  tut  that  a  cootoinA  on  tbe 
Honae  had  been  oommltted,  atd  that  the  Hoosa 
'  "  a  poww  to  ponldi  it.  Ertry  gtur- 
t  be  aware  that  a  gnat  dilferMM 


tleman  i 


House  to  pnidah  aa  a  oontenpt  any  act 
which  did  not  intemtpt  or  impede  the  baaaeM 
of  the  House.  Tet,  what  did  thia  reaolnticB 
prc^osel  It  not  only  aworted  the  doctrine  thk 
tbe  House  might  pnnish  an  act  not  "^Tt^pitW 
in  its  premnce,  or  intemmtini;  ita  proceeding^ 
bat  it  la  propoaed  that,  withont  fbrther  inqniry, 
they  dionld  deprive  a  oilic«i<tf  his  liberty,  and 
direottb^Bergeaot-at- Attoato  eriie  and  to  hold 
him  in  custody.    Mr.  P.  did  not  admit  that  the 


A  AriihKrftB  f.nii  fh»  nxmiiwn^imi  1*f*^  qlffT^, 

wonld  hcAA  the  eame  seotimenta  with  himacU. 

Mr.  Jmnnn,  of  Marylaitd,  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Btabbikbt,  and  the 
reeolation  of  Mr.  Yahos  ;  and  they  were  again 
read  at  tbe  Olerk'a  table. 

Mr.  J.  then  obeerred  that  be  had  not  s^ 
posed  it  posdble  thM  a  anf^  Toioe  cotild  have 
been  ralaed  in  that  House,  or  in  the  eomitij, 
against  the  exerose  of  a  power  which  most  be 
dictated  by  common  eeoae.    Mr.  J.  fadd  that 


aarepreeentatiTes  of  tbe  people  to  pioteet  tham- 
adrea  in  tiieezerdaeof  thnrdo^.    It  exynae 

ly  declared  that  no  member  n^-'-'-  •--  ' ^' 

into  a     -"  -     ' 

that  1  , 

whethw,  in  the  preeent  eaac^  Qxre  bad  not  been 
'   lot  only  to  qneatkm  the  wofdacrf 

._  aasanbed,  but  to  aneat  hk  fttrther 

^vgroes— not  only  to  qpeation  the  manner  in 
wbieh  he  had  ejerdaed  his  privilege^  b«t  to 
deprive  him  altogrther  of  the  power  of  exer- 
tiaag  it.    A  merd>eT  <f  that  Honae  bad  stated 

t&  Spaaku^-wl^  )  a  snnaiaet  a  doubt) 
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ICr.  SmaBT,  of  North  Ctrolins,  moved  to 
■mend  the  reaolntion  hj  Btriking  oat  &1I  afUr 
tbe  word  "BewlTed,"  aod  inserting  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Tlut »  Seleet  Committee  b«  appointed,  to  wfaom 
■twll  be  referred  the  commnnlotioD  of  the  hooor- 
•ble  William  Staibibit,  ■  member  of  tbu  House 
from  the  StMe  of  Ohio,  in  reUtiou  to  an  MMolt 
committed  on  htm  b;  Sunoel  Boutton,  with  powu' 
lo  Uke  lueh  stepa  u  wiQ  enmre  ■  thorough  Invee- 
tlgatioo  of  the  trumctlou." 

llr.  DoDDSiDas  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
MM  of  AnderMD,  which  had  b«en  referred  to, 
■nd  the  Clerk,  tbtteopon,  read  an  extraot  from 
Ote  Joamala  of  tho  Honse  oontuning.  ito  pro- 
eeeding*  is  that  oaae. 

Ifr.  CoDLTU,  of  FouurlTania,  aud :  If  they 
wflie  to  go  into  a  tedious  eiamioetion  of  wit- 
sanea  b«ore  a  committee,  thej  mi^t  aa  well 
turn  o*w  tlMir  iqjnred  fellow-member  to  the 
conrta  of  the  Diotriot.  The  preeerradon  of  that 
Honae  was  nottowut  the  alow  forma  of  Joatioe. 
and  therefore  the  power  was  given  to  it 

nedetfa      '  .  ■  • 

I  aafi^ 

wboee  person  had  been  aaaailed  in  the  public 
etreets  for  worda  uttered  in  debate,  was  to  be 
thrown  off  to  a  diataooe  till  reporte  of  commit- 


eonrt  of  the  Diatriet,  and  tbna  ent^eot  the  privl- 
Itgee  of  that  House— of  that  Hoose  did  he  mj  ! 
— QO,  the  pririleges  and  rights  of  the  j^eople  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  determinations  and 
award  of  the  court  which  sat  in  a  neighboring 
building.  He  sud  the  privilegee  of  the  Ameri- 
can people;  for  this  was  not  a  qnestion  as  to 
the  privileges  of  the  member  from  Ohio ;  it 
touched  the  privUeges  of  the  people  of  Ohio. 
Bhoold  the  Ha«ue  aeny  the  prooesa  asked  bj 
the  resolnlioa,  and  reJbse  to  exerNse  the  power 
which  even  the  gentlMuan  from  Tennessee  him- 
self admitted  it  to  powess,  (for  he  bad  stated 
the  case  wherein  tt  might  be  eierdsed,)  thejr 
would  not  oast  a  alight  npon  the  gentleinaa 
from  Ohio.  They  would  do  him  no  injnrj,  for 
he,posnoMcd  a  spirit  which  would  raise  him 
above  the  indignitv  he  had  received;  bnt  they 
would  inflict  a  blow  upon  the  people  whose 
representative  he  was,  and  for  the  preservation 
and  vindication  of  whose  rights  the  power  to 
panish  had  been  vested  in  that  House. 

Mr.  DK1.TT0N  said :  The  question  divided 
Itself  into  two  inqniriea.  First,  whether  the 
Hoiiaa  had  the  power  to  act  under  the  resolu- 
tion ;  and,  seoondly,  if  it  had,  in  what  manner 
the  reeolutjon  was  to  be  ezeonted. 

Ur.  D.  de^red,  in  the  oataet,  that  the  House 
ehould  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  sentiment 
that  when  once  the  day  should  arrive  when 
freedom  of  diaoosaion  in  that  Ball  should  be 


n)eedily  falL  And  would  any  man  tell  bim  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  conkk  be  preserved  if  a 
member  of  that  Hoose,  for  words  spoken  in  his 


[H.  or  R, 

place  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  was  to 
suffer  personal  violence  f  Should  snob  a  prin- 
ciple receive  the  sanction  of  the  Honse,  an  in- 
dividnal,  for  doing  what  he  conceived  to  be  hii 
duty  to  the  coonlry,  might  not  only  suffer  per- 
sonal violence,  but  be  put  to  death  with  im- 
punity, BO  far  as  the  Honse  was  concerned.  If 
the  House  had  no  power  t«  pimish  in  the  case 
of  an  sBsaulL  it  had  no  power  to  punish  in  a 
case  of  murder.  To  preserve,  then,  a  ri^t  so 
sacred  as  the  right  of  debate,  onsht  not  some 
power  to  be  g^ven  t  Was  the  right  of  punish- 
mg  snch  outrages  to  be  a  mere  oarren  right! 
an  abstraction  ?  existing  In  the  2si  parliauun- 
taria  alone,  and  never  to  be  acted  on  t  If  the 
right  existed,  it  moat  be  acted  on,  or  it  would 
become  a  mockery.  In  this  case,  an  assault 
had  Iwen  committed  for  words  uttered  by  a 
member  of  that  House,  in  his  place.  Ur.  D. 
begged  that  it  might  be  distinctly  understood 
that  in  this  matter  he  was  not  governed  by  any 
party  or  personal  considerations.  He  did  not 
for  a  moment  con.<uder  to  what  political  par^ 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  belonged.  He  looked 
only  to  the  protection  of  the  Honse  in  those 
righto,  withont  which  there  could  waA  no  such 
thing  as  a  republican  assembly ;  he  looked  only 
to  the  consequences  which  must  ensue,  shoold 
such  an  outrage  be  passed  over  without  the 
solemn  action  of  that  Honse.  As  to  the  par- 
ticular individnala  concerned,  they  were  totally 
out  of  the  question  with  him.  Had  they  been 
Mr.  D.'s  personal  or  political  friends,  the  ques- 
tion would  not  be  in  Uieleastaltered;  hiamind 
was  directed  to  the  stability  and  integrity  oi 
our  republic,  and  at  what  might  be  the  usne  of 
such  a  state  of  things  should  an  attack  like  thii 
npon  the  privileges  of  that  body  be  lightly 
passed  o' 


ed  for  words  spoken  by  him  on  that  floor. 
the  Honse  had  any  power,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  punish  for  a  contempt,  and  thia  wa> 
not  one  of  those  coses,  then  snch  a  case  never 
coold  occur,  and  the  power  could  not  be  called 
into  exertion  in  any  case  whatever.  Tha^  which 


the  popular,  but,  in  reality,  the  monarchlal 
principle.  The  true  popular  principle  was  the 
"ireeervationofthe  powers  of  that  House.  What 
id  the  House  consist  of  1  The  representatives 
of  the  people.  And  what  were  its  rights  and 
its  privil^^  t  They  were  the  rights  and  the 
prwvgatives  of  the  people. 

No  greater  power  existed  in  a  convention 
than  pertained  to  that  House  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. Oould  there  be  any  question, 
whether,  if  a  convention  of  the  people  them- 
selvee  was  assembled,  and  one  of  its  members 
should  be  malb-eated,  as  a  member  of  this 
Bouse  had  now  been,  that  there  would  cot  be 
a  power  in  that  body  to  prevent  the  repetitimi 
of  the  outrage  t  If  not,  how  was  a  oonstitntioa 
ever  to  be  formed)  or  how  could  it  be  amend- 
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ed?  Would  not  even  a  consUtnent  aisetnblj 
itself  be  liable  to  tlie  inflaeiice  of  external  ter- 
ror) If  aaoh  a  dootrine  siionld  be  sanctioned, 
the  oonntrv  migbt  have  a  constitntdoD  which 
embodied  uie  will,  not  of  those  who  appeared 
to  be  repreeented,  bat  of  a  small  J  imta  of  nefa- 
rioQB  men,  who,  with  a  strong  arm,  interposed 
to  domineer  over  it.  It  might  be  aaiA  that  he 
was  putting  an  extreme  case.  Admitting  it  to 
be  so,  the  principle  was  the  same.  But  was  be 
indeed  holding  np  to  view  a  fancj'  pictare  t  or 
bad  not  this  very  case  arisen,  and  that  in  recent 
times)  Did  not  the  eiperience  of  France 
afford  to  the  world,  on  this  snlfject,  an  impres- 
^re  and  a  warning  lesson )  WbocTer  had 
tnmed  his  attention  to  tbe  varions  snccesaiTe 
Qovemments  wbiob  bad  been  inflicted  npon 
that  unfortunate  country,  could  never  ceaae  to 
recollect,  that  first  in  Uie  national  Assembly, 
that  afterwards  in  the  constitnent  Assembly, 
and  then  in  the  national  Convention  which  suc- 
ceeded, it  had  been  the  galleries  which  dictated 
the  laws.  It  was  lawless  violence,  at  tbe  bead 
of  brutal  and  InAiriated  mobs,  which  dictated 
the  laws  by  which  Franca  was  governed ;  by 
which  an  nnsparing  proscription  n  ad  filled  tiie 
prisons  and  reared  tbe  gnillotine ;  by  which 
murders  had  been  pronoQuoed  legal;  and  which 
had  led  to  slaughter,  without  even  tbe  form  of 
trial,  tens  and  bundreds  of  thoosands  of  inno- 
cent men,  of  helpless  women,  and  even  of 
smiling  infants  from  the  cradle.  The  laws,  it 
was  tme,  bad  been  enacted  by  assemblies  hav- 
ing the  power  to  pass  taws.  But  were  those 
assemblies  free  I  Could  they  be  called  a  free 
assembly  whose  members  were  warned  before- 
hand by  political  combinations,  that  if  they 
voted  for  certain  measures,  which  those  com- 
binations disapproved,  they  would  be  considered 
among  the  proscribed,  and  wonld  be  tried  be- 
fore t£e  revolntionary  tribunal  I  Ur.  D.  would 
not  aaf  that  snch  consequences  were  to  be 
feared  m  this  oonntry,  or  at  this  time,  bat  tbey 
Lad  occnrred  where  the  freedom  of  speech  had 
once  been  manacled  by  an  extraneons  power ; 
and  there  was  no  better  way  to  prevent  the  oc- 
currence of  so  deplorable  a  state  of  things, 
than  to  inflict  an  eiemplair  punishment  on  uie 
mau  who  shoold  take  ute  first  step  to  prodnce 
it. 

The  power  to  pnnisb  fbr  contempts,  which 
DOW  existed  in  the  British  Parliament,  bad  not 
always  resided  in  that  body.  Till  the  time  of 
the  first  James,  the  Government  of  tbst  coun- 
try, if  not  absDlntely  despotic,  had  differed  but 
little  from  it,  and  instances  were  on  record  in 
which  members  of  Parliament  bad  been  called 
to  account  by  the  Crown  for  exercising  the 
liberty  of  speech.  Afterwards,  however,  the 
nation  had  gradoally  imbibed  more  popular 
principles,  and  with  the  growing  light  of  liberty 
come  this  very  power  to  pnnish  contempts  of 
Parliament.  From  the  moment  when  the 
British  Parliiment  became,  in  some  good  de- 
gree, a  body '  of  tbe  representatives  of  the 
people^  its  power  to  commit  for  oontempte 


began  to  be  recognized.  He  repeated,  there- 
fore, that  tbe  argnment  whioh  denied  the  exist- 
ence of  this  power,  while  at  the  first  view 
it  appearcKi  to  be  the  popular  argument,  was 
in  fact  directiy  tbe  reverse.    It  was  the  argn- 


Mr.  PiTTOH,  of  Viipnia,  Bud  he  woold  oidea- 
vor  to  produce  his  views  npon  the  qneethm,  and 
tiie  only  queetion  which  theHouse  was  now  called 
to  decide.  It  had  been  with  inexprcMriUe  as- 
tonishment that  he  bad  heard  the  reeotntion  read. 


b^  the  fact  which  had  been  disclosed  rinee  t&e 
disonseiou  opened,  via ;  that  the  oourse  prt^oeed 
by  that  gentieman  was  the  course  whiA  bad 
been  heretofore  pnrsned  bj  tbe  House  in  cases 
of  alleged  contempt.  Ur.  P.  did  not  know,  ncr 
would  be  stop  to  inouire,  whether  tbe  fcmncr 
cases  did  or  aid  not  aiffer  fW>m  the  preeant,  as 
to  tbe  form  in  which  contempt  was  committed. 
On  that  point  be  should  m^e  no  remai^  but 
shonid  at  once  take  the  bold  and  brood  gnnmd 
thst  in  so  case  of  proceeding  bv  any  Jodieial 
body  ought  a  perempt<)TT  attachment  to  i«o- 
ceed,  to  incarcerate  an  in&vidnal  charged  wilb 
contempt  in  the  first  inatanoe,  nnleaa  the  eoa- 
tempt  hao  been  one  committed  in  the  preMooe 
and  face  of  the  tribunal,  and  gtdng  to  ^stnth 
its  deliberations,  and  nnlen  the  eme  was  sodi 
that  the  immediate  cnstody  of  the  person  of  tbe 
offender  was  indispensable  to  the  ezerdae  by 
the  tribunal  of  its  proper  f^ctiona.  Unless 
the  IXouse  governed  itself  by  this  rule,  what 
enormoos,  and  what  irreparable  injmttice  might 
it  not  do!  In  the  present  esse,  an  Individual 
was  charged  with  having  committed  an  bmsbI^ 
snch  as,  uidoT  an  excited  state  of  feeling,  tbe 
most  honorable  man  in  the  ctmunngi^  mi^t 
commit.  Hr.  P.  knew  nothing  abont  the  indi- 
vidnol,  and  bad  no  soqnaintsnce  with  faiia :  nor 
bad  be  with  tbe  memba  from  Ohio,  except 
such  OS  necessarily  arose  from  the  ordinary 
intercourse  in  that  House.  He  was,  theredbre, 
influenced  by  no  personal  feeling  towards  either 
of  tbe  parties.  Bnt  was  it  not  woaderfbl  tbst 
the  process  of  that  Honse  shonid  be  called  te 
Qpon  a  mere  statement  or  affidavit  t  ^e 
cared  not  which.  To  bim  It  made  no  difference. 
He  conld  Just  as  soon  act,  and  the  Home  had 
Jnst  as  much  right  to  act,  on  the  one  as  the 
other.)  Bnt  be  maintained  that  the  Honse  had 
no  right,  proceeding  on  the  prindples  of  criminal 
law,  to  issue  any  peremptory  prooeeding,  nntil 
it  bad  token  a  previous  step  in  Mm  nature  of  a 
rule  npon  the  party,  giving  him  an  opportoni^ 
to  show  that  the  comidomt  was  mdlniDded  in 
foot,  or  tbe  prooeeding  mifoonded  in  law. 

Ec  appealed  to  every  gentleman  who  heard 
him,  to  say  whether  it  was  usual,  whether  it 
was  customary,  whether  it  was  lawfbl,  on  a 
mere  charge  of  contempt,  to  apprehend  on  indi- 
vidual by  prooeea  firom  that  Honse,  except  in 
the  case  that  he  had  stated.  It  hod  be«i  vid 
that  the  aocDsed  party  might  fly.  So  be  mi^t 
inany  ordinaiycMeofaautntlaDdbattwy.    80 
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he  might  when  areensed  bj'  &  grand  iorj,  and 
not  imprisoned.  In  no  case  ooold  it  be  shown 
that  a  oonit  acting  on  a  matter  of  contempt  had 
arrested  and  imprisoned  a  citiien  till  he  had 
first  been  allowed  an  opportnnitj  to  cone 
before  the  coort,  tod  to  show,  If  he  conld,  that 
the  aoonsation  against  him  was  nnfonnded. 
Gentlemen  were  overleaping  the  preliminary 
step,  and  urging  the  House  to  rosb  at  once  t« 
luogmHit.  The  resolution  called  npon  the 
Uonae,  not  to  inrestlgata,  bnt  at  onoe  to  per- 
form an  act,  the  effects  of  which  might^  in 
atuj  oaaea,  be  a  more  severe  pnoishment  than 
the  House  wonld  be  willing  to  infiiot  after  tiie 
examination  bad  been  made.  Ur.  F.  knew  no 
ease  which  had  anj  analogy  to  it ;  nnless  it 
waa  in  that  ooort  of  the  InfM-nal  region^  where 
it  was  Mid  of  tiie  Jndge,  ea$tiffat  avditqvt.  He 
pnniahes,  and  tlien  hears.  Unless  some  stronger 
argnoMnta  ahonld  be  addnoed  than  those  which 
be  bad  yet  heard,  he  oonid  not  consent  to  vote 
fbr  the  remlntion.  He  adndtted  that  the  Hoose 
might,  in  some  oases,  poniah  for  a  oontempt, 
not,  Lowever,  in  redrew  of  the  wrougs  of  Uie 
gentleman  fhnn  Ohio— the  coorts  were  open  to 
him — bnt  for  the  pnrpoae  of  asserting  the  dig- 
nity of  the  House,  and  gnarding  its  right  to 
delibwate  in  freedom. 

Hr.  FoBTKB,  of  Georgia,  inqntred  of  the  Ohur 
whether  the  affidavit  of  the  honorable  member 
front  Ohio  (Itr.  SrureiSBS^  was  before  the 
Honae,  and  oonnected  with  his  letter. 

The  Speaker  replied  that  it  was. 

TMs,  then,  continned  l£r.  F,,  relieved  him 
from  the  prinoipal  diffionltj  wluoh  he  had  felt 
with  regard  to  this  procee^ng.  As  to  his 
individnal  opinion,  he  was  as  well  satisfied  of 
the  tmth  of  the  statement  contained  in  the 
letter  before  the  affidavit  waa  introdaoed,  as  he 
was  now ;  bot  when  called  on  as  a  member  of 
this  Honse  to  vote  for  the  exercise  of  a  hi^ 
prerogative  of  t)ie  Honse,  he  oonld  not  do  so  on 
the  bare  statement  of  any  individnal.  It  has 
been  said  that  a  stat«ment  made  bj  a  mem- 
ber In  his  place  is  equivalent  to  an  affidavit ; 
and  several  preoedenta  had  been  referred  to, 
where  individnals  have  been  arrested,  hj  order 
of  the  Uoose,  on  snob  statements.  With  regard 
to  the  oreoedente,  Ur.  F.  said  they  wonld  not 
govern  nlm,  when,  in  his  Judgment,  thej  were 
contrary  to  law.  He  knew  very  well  that  we 
were  in  the  habit  of  giving  credit  to  whatever 
is  averred  by  a  memoer  of  the  Honse.  This. 
however,  was  a  mere  matter  of  courtesy;  aod 
we  should  take  care  that  we  do  not  carry  our 
courtesy  to  each  other  so  &r  as  to  violate  the 
rights  of  others.  We  are  now  applied  to 
institnte  a  proceeding  affecting  the  liberty  of 
a  oitiMoi ;  let  na  see,  then,  that  it  is  done  in 
exact  oompUanoe  with  the  forms  and  prinoiplee 
of  law. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  F.,  a  reference  to  the  oonstitn- 
tion  will  remove  all  donbt,  and  render  ftirther 
argnment  on  this  point  entirely  nnneoessary. 
In  that  insbroment  It  is  expressly  declared  that 
"  di«  right  of  the  pe^le  to  be  seonre  in  thur 
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persona,  houses,  tc,  shall  not  be  violated ;  and 
no  warrants  shall  iasne  bnt  npon  probable 
canye,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,"  &o, 
Widt  this  provision  in  the  great  charter  of  onr 
rights  staring  me  in  the  fb^e,  said  Hr.  F.,  I 
cannot,  I  dare  not,  vote  for  the  process  now 
moved,  nnless  an  affidavit,  on  which  to  fbund 
it,  had  been  furnished  us. 

Hi.  F.  Bwd  the  issQing  of  the  warrant  moved 
for  had  been  objected  to  beoanse  the  very  arrest 
wonld  be  a  pmilshment,  to  which  the  piatj 
aconsed  onght  not  to  be  sntyected  l>efore  an 
investigation  is  had.  He  could  not  perceive 
the  force  of  this  objection.  Every  Individual 
in  the  commnnity  is  liable  to  be  arrested  when 
legally  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  land.  Suppose  that,  instead  of  proeecnting 
General  Honston  Ibr  a  contempt  of  this  House, 
the  gentieman  from  Ohio  bad  applied  to  a 
magistrate  of  the  Distriot  for  a  warrant  on  a 
charge  of  assault  and  battery,  would  there  be 
any  donbt  as  to  the  power  to  have  the  party 
arrested  t  Oertainly  not.  Why,  then,  have  we 
not  the  some  right  to  order  an  arrest  in  the  one 
case,  that  a  Justice  of  the  peace  would  in  the 
other!  It  IS  no  greater  punishment  to  be 
arrested  by  our  Sergeant-at-Amu  than  by  a 
city  marshal  or  constable. 

l£r.  EvBsxrr,  of  HaBsacbnsatts,  i^d  that  he 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  this 
debate.  All  that  he  conld  have  said  that  wonld 
have  been  pertinent  to  the  questioijj  had  been 
said  by  others.  There  was  one  remark,  bow- 
ever,  of  the  gentieman  from  Bouth  Guolina, 
(Mr.  DK1.TT0M,)  which  had  stmck  him  unpleoa- 
antiy.  And,  as  all  that  fell  from  that  member 
deserved,  and  always  received,  the  attention  rf 
the  Honse,  Mr.  E.  felt  bound  to  take  aome 
notioe  of  it.  That  gentieman  had  sud  that  he 
was  glad  that  the  motion  for  the  previous  qnes- 
tion  had  not  been  snccessful,  and  he  had  thought 
proper  to  add,  that  he  shoold  have  considered 
ita  success  a  sort  of  treason  to  the  constitntion. 
Mr.  £.  had  t^een  one  of  fifty  or  slrty  memben 
who  bad  voted  in  favor  of  that  question,  and  It 
was  therefore  incumbent  on  him,  in  repelling  so 
grave  a  charge  as  that  of  treason  to  the'  consti- 
tution, to  give  some  exjilanation  of  the  groanda 
on  wbi<^b  he  had  voted  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
He  need  not  recapitulate  the  resolution  on 
which  the  main  question  could  have  been  put. 
The  gentleman  &om  Tenneasee  (Mr,  Polz) 
had  seriously  qnestioned  the  power  of  the 
House  to  proceed  by  attachment  and  was  for 
turning  over  the  iqjared  member  to  the  courts 
of  the  District,  OB  if  it  was  a  matter  in  which 
he  alone  was  concerned.  The  gentleman  from 
Vi^iuia  (Mr.  Doddkiooi)  had  deprecated  as  a 
great  evil,  that  a  disoassion  shonld  proceed  in 
that  House  upon  such  an  assumption — an  as- 
sumption wbiOQ  went  the  whole  length  of  mun- 
tainmg  that,  even  if  one  of  its  members  shonld 
be  miuderea  in  consequence  of  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  debate  npon  that  floor,  tbe  House 
could  cost  no  eye  to  tiie  rights  of  his  constitn- 
enta,  and  oonld  not  oomplam  that  ita  own  righta 


.yGoogle 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THV 


fE.] 


Brtaeln^  FntOtgt. 


[Ann,  1811 


had  been  iqjnred,  or  its  privilegea  Tiolated. 
The  geDtlemon  from  Virginia  had  not  been 
willing  that  &  diBoasaion  shoald  proceed,  which 
took  all  thia  for  granted,  and  on  that  groand 
had  moved  the  previona  ^ueatiou-  Ur.  E. 
agreeing  with  him  in  seotimeat,  bad,  on  the 
Bame  ground,  voted  to  aoatua  the  motion.  He 
bad  been  willing  h>  arreat  the  disengaion  for  the 
soke  of  eecnring  the  very  olyeot  which  hia 
frienda  from  South  Carolina  pronounced  to 
be  of  HDoh  vital  importance,  viz,,  the  freedom  of 
debate.  If  the  House  were  gravelj  to  en- 
tertain elaborate  aipuneota,  on  the  qnestjon 
whether  thejr  had  power  to  proceed  in  aaoh  a 
case,  the  very  discoaaioa  itself  would  have  an 
injurious  hewing  on  the  freedom  of  debate  in 
that  House.  The  freedom  of  debate,  it  was 
saying  tittle  to  say  that  it  was  the  dearest 
privilege  of  freemen — it  was  their  life — Uie 
ufe  of  the  members,  and  the  politioal  life  of 
the  body  itself.  What  had  now  been  done  by 
one  man,  might  be  done  by  armed  mobs. 
Suppose  an  infbriated  mob,  headed  by  some 
political  demsgi^ne,  should  wojlay,  not  one, 
Dut  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  members  of  the 
Hoose,  would  they  turn  over  those  members  to 
the  oonrts  of  the  District  of  Oolombia-  and  leave 
them  to  get  their  remedy  by  action  for  assault 
snd  battery  t  To  what  was  it  that  they  owed 
the  fact  of  their  meeting  in  that  spot  I  Why 
did  not  tite  Confpess  still  asBemUe  as  fbnoerlT  in 
FfaUadelpllU  I  was  it  not  because  on  insult  had 
been  offered  to  Congress  in  that  city }  None  of 
Uie  members  were  knocked  down  there :  none 
of  them  were  bruised  and  wounded  so  as  to  be 
kept  from  att«ndiug  the  House ;  but  an  insult 
bod  been  offered  to  a  member  in  the  public 
theatre,  as  it  was  onderstood,  and  believed,  in 
oonaequenoe  of  the  part  he  had  token  in  the 
public  proceedings.  They  were  told  that  if  they 
would  remain,  the  State  would  protect  them; 
tiiat  Uie  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  would  hold 
its  shield  over  tfaem ;  bat  no  I  they  said  the; 
would  go  to  a  district  of  their  own,  to  a  spot 
where  they  should  not  be  dependent  on  the 
sheriffs  and  marshals  of  a  district  authority. 
They  would  go  where  thej  oonld  protect  them- 
selves, and  it  wae  that  determinatiun  which  had 
lud  the  foundations  of  the  oapitol  upon  this 
rock.  If  the  time  should  ever  come  when  the 
members  of  that  body  were  to  be  turned  over 
to  such  a  oonrt  aa  that  which  sat  in  thia  District, 
and  the  House  would  not  assume  the  i^jmies 
inflicted  upon  its  members  as  done  to  itself, 
the  constitution  would  no  longer  be  worth 
living  under.  The  sooner  they  went  borne  the 
better — or  if  they  oontinoed  to  ooma  to  that 

Slace,  the  sooner  they  armed  themselves  with 
irks  and  pistols,  the  sooner  they  would  be 
safe ;  for  then  they  would  understand  that  the 
House  wooJd  not  protect  them. 

Ur.  Watnb,  of  Georgia,  said  that  he  did  not 
at  all  doubt  that  a  gross  ontrsge  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  he  was  willing  that  it  should  be 
punished.  But  he  did  not  like  the  proposed 
mode  of  prooeeding.    It  was  agunst  ail  his 


notions,  and  all  those  principles  which  ha  had 
derived  from  the  best  sources.  He  could  not 
^iprove  of  the  appointment  of  a  eoDnuittaa 
before  the  Honse  had  taken  some  stns  bj 
which  its  disnity  and  its  pririlegaa  mi^  m 
vindicated.  Two  proporitiwkB  were  bet«e  them. 
The  one  was  that  the  ^>eaker  tbonld  iasM  bis 
order  for  the  appreheiraton  of  the  individniL 
The  other,  that  a  oommittee  should  be  sp- 
Bointed  to  Invertigate  the  case,  and  to  ruort. 
Mr.  W.  was  about  to  make  a  snneatioii  wlM 
was  different  from  either  of  tbeee  ocnn«a; 
for  he  did  not  think  that  the  Honse  could  wilk 
nroprie^  adopt  tither  of  the  propo«tii»i  wlaiik 
nadbeeuBulxniaedtoit.  Be  denied  the  power 
of  the  Howe,  in  ease  <rf  ooutempt,  to  proceed  bj 
pwemptory  [mKwes,  unless  the  oontenipt  hid 
been  oommitted  in  its  immediate  presence.  Tlw 
reason  of  this  distlnotion  he  to(A  to  be^  tU 
when  the  insnlt  was  ooaunitted  in  th^  on 

Ereeenoe,  they  were  oil  judges  oi  the  &et^  snd 
ad  the  drcumataneea  all  before  thnn.  H* 
held  that  the  proceedings  of  adeliberotiTebodr, 
on  the  snt!}ect  of  oMiteoDpta,  should  be  panlM 
to  Ihoae  observed  in  a  oonrt  of  Jub^m.  If  i 
contempt  wwe  o(Hnmitt«d  in  the  face  of  ilw 
oonrt,  the  court  had  power  to  punidi  it  in  s 
summary  manner ;  bnt  mwb^  if  the;  iJmk^ 
postpone  tiieir  prooees,  and  proceed  more  ddib- 
erately.  But,  for  a  contempt  oommitted  out 
of  coiut,  no  anoh  prooeedlne  could  be  jntti6ed. 
And  «<L  in  the  case  of  a  ddiberative  bod;,  tlw 
prooeeding  might  not  be  •nnunary,  ashes  tbs 
ocmtempt  were  committed  in  preawos  of  ibt 
assembly,  and  taided  to  interrupt  or  ptvat 
ita  delitmvtions.  He  asked  gentlenien  to  pv- 
dnoe  an  instance,  whether  in  Farliaraait,  <v  in 
any  court  of  justice,  organixed  aa  it  aboold  \6, 
when  an  individual  charged  with  a  Molanpl 
had  been  arrested,  in  tbe  first  instaoM.  He 
knew  that  ezanqdes  ndght  be  found  is  on 
country,  and  it  waa  not  autprising  that  it  shaild 
have  occurred.  But  the  coorse  pursR«d  «si, 
first  to  iaane  what  waa  oailed  a  nde  M,  1? 
which  the  individual  waa  called  upon  to  parga 
himself  of  the  oontMnt>t.  The  rule  was  fonodei) 
upon  this  sslutanr  principle,  that,  before  JM 
take  away  the  liberty  of  a  citizen,  m  ^ 
proceed  with  the  utmost  caotion.  If  in  the 
preeent  inatance  the  Honse  shoold  call  npc^ 
this  individual  to  pui^  himself  of  the  al]«« 
contunpt,  and  be  should  refuse  so  to  dot  !«■ 
the  order  of  the  House  would  issue,  and  tt^ 
order  ran  into  every  part  of  the  conn^.  Ii " 
had  fled,  it  would  follow  him.  Oentkow 
seemed  to  think  it  necessary  to  isns  the  no- 
eees  of  the  House  at  ooee,  in  wder  to  brine  lui 
person  before  them,  bnt  the  ^Mak<r  had  m 
discretion  as  to  the  form  of  the  proee«.  o» 
order  would  be  directed  to  the  ^"V^^ 
Arms  to  seize  this  individual, and  him  saMjto 
keep.  What,then,wonld  follow  (»hlib«te 
brought  np  I  The  <wder  would  not  be  ™"* 
and  he  must,  therefore,  be  retained  in  the  («*- 
tody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Aima  Tothislbr.  W, 
was  Imposed.    He  knew  nothing  pcnoDalV  or 


.yGoogle 


SIBATES  OT  CONGBESa 


(a. 


thu  individiuL    Ho  had  no  a 

,  and  he  had  no  doubt  tha 

k  iHiital  outrage.  Bat  atill  the  Hoqm  was 
not  to  arraign  him  aa  ■  criminal,  and  there  vaa 
the  mistake  (tf  gentietneo.  Th*  Hooae  waa  not 
to  proceed  aa  ■  ooort  voold  do  in  the  «aae  of 
orime  or  miademeanor.  He  onlj  yr^  in  a  crim- 
inal proceeding  waa  to  apprehend  the  aeonaed 
uptmaffldavlL  Bntt^iacaae  was  of  a  mixed  na- 
ture. The  Honae  had  no  ri^t  to  inflict  ita  aano- 
ti  on  beforehand.  The^)prehe&rionof  tiwindi- 
Tidoal  amonnted  to  a  apeoea  of  corporal  pnniah- 
menL  Thia  waa  not  to  be  inflicted  in  Oe  first 
instsnoe.  The  Honae,  while  it  waa  taking  atepe 
to  Tindicate  ita  own  rigtita|  ihould  be  caotiona 
ao  to  prooeod,  that  the  nghta  of  the  oitizen 
ahooldaot  be  invaded.  He  conMdered  it  ntteri j 
ont  of  the  <}ae8tion  for  the  House  to  a^joom 
without  taking  aome  atep  in  thia  aSUr.  He 
never  would  vote  for  such  a  motJMi  until  some- 
tbing  shoold  liave  been  done,  and  he  ehonld 
now  wait  tiU  the  qaestion  waa  taken  on  the 
motion  for  a  Select  Committee,  aod  if  that 
proposition  should  fail,  then  he  would  offer  an 
amendment  oa  the  principle  be  bad  indi- 
cated. 

Mr.  BuBDeLKX  observed,  that  whan  thia 
complaint  waa  presented,  his  first  imi»esrion 
had  b«an  that  the  Honae  waa  antfawiaed  to 
receive  it,  and  to  proceed  and  inflict  suitable 


Hif^  an  examination  of  the  conatitntion,  azid  the 
views  which  had  been  presented  in  the  eourne 
of  the  debate,  together  with  the  coniideration 
that  he  had  been  able  to  bestAW  npon  the  snb- 
Jeot,  had  satisfied  him  that  his  first  imiireseioii 
was  erroneooa.  .  If  the  Honae  would  indulge 
him,  he  wonld  state  the  groooda  npon  which  he 
had  come  to  that  oondnnon. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Oluo,  (ICr. 
gxuraKunrO  It  the  oommmiioation  to  the  Oliatr, 
which  had  been  aobsequentlj'  verified  b^  hia 
oath,  had  atated  that  he  was  last  eveniiig  wa;- 
laid  and  attacked  bj  an  indLvidaal  in  one  of  the 
streets  of  this  oitj,  knocked  down  with  a  blud- 
geon, and  best  with  great  severity',  so  that  be 
was  now  confined  to  bis  i>ed,  and  onable  to 
attend  in  his  place  in  that  Hall.  This  outrage 
is  also  stated  to  have  twen  committed  in  conse- 
qnenoe  of  language  which  hod  been  used  bj 
him  in  this  Hooae.  Upon  these  facts,  which, 
in  this  posture  of  the  proceeding,  we  must  take 
to  be  incontrovertible,  the  inqtui?  ariae^  ia  tiie 
HoDM  authorized  to  airest&naponish  the  offiend- 
er  I  It  waa  not  the  province  of  the  Honse  to 
decide  what  redress  for  the  indignit;  and  snffer- 
ing  would  be  afforded  to  the  iunred  partj  in  a 
court  of  law,  nor  was  it  fbr  this  Eouae  to  invoke 
the  power  of  a  oonrt  of  criminal  juriadiotion,  in 
which  this  offenoe  would  no  doubt  be  prose- 
cut«d,  and  an  adequate  pnuiahmant  inflicted. 
There  the  rights  of  Uie  iqjnred  portj  wonld  be 
well  nnderstood  and  appreciated,  and  the  vio- 
lated peace  of  the  countr;  vindicated,    Nor 


was  it  material  to  inquire  what  power  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  cases  like  the  present  bad 
been  delegated  to  the  entire  le^otive  branoh 
of  this  Qovenuaaut.  Ooiurress  had  not  1^1»- 
lated  upon  the  sabject.  The  present  appeal 
waa  to  the  power  of  this  House  alone.  He  nad 
examined  into  the  conatitntioa  in  search  of  that 
power.  He  was  aware  that  some  powers  were 
enneaslr  delegated  to  tbia  House  bj  It ;  that 
others  were  incidental  and  necessary  :  and  he 
was  also  aware  that  Oongress,  not  the  Hoose 
alone,  mi^ht  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
to  carry  into  eiecntton  all  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
department  or  officer  thereof 

The  call  was  seconded  by  a  snfiicient  vote. 

The  main  question  was  po^  being  upon  the 
ori^nal  motion  of  Hi.  Tahox,  viz : 

Stiolved,  That  the  Bpeaker  do  Issna  his  vananlt 
dincted  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arnu  attending  to  the 
House,  eomttumding  him  to  take  in  nnitody,  wher- 
ever to  be  fouud,  the  bodj  of  Samuel  Bouaton,  and 
the  same  in  custodj  to  lieep,  lutgect  to  the  further 
order  and  discretion  of  the  House. 

And  It  was  detwmined  as  foBows: 
Teas. — Hearas.  Chiltan  Allan,  Allison,  Ander- 
son, Angel,  Appletcn,  Archer,  Arnold,  Aihley, 
Babcock,  Banks,  Noyes  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour, 
Barnwell,  Banioger,  Barstow,  Issao  C.  Bates,  Jwnea 
Bates,  Bell,  Betbime,  Junes  BUr,  John  Blair, 
Boucii,  Briggs,  John  Brodhead,  Jolin  0.  Brodhead, 
Burd,  Burves,  Oahoon,  Chandler,  Choate,  CUiborne, 
Coke,  CoUier,  Lewis  Condtot,  Silas  Coodit,  £leiithe- 
ros  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  C%oper,  Corwin,  Coulter, 
Cr^g,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crd^ton,  Dsniel,  Dsven- 

C,  Jotin  DbtIs,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Dajsn,  Denny, 
art,  DIoksoD,  Doddridge,  Donbledky,  Draytmt, 
Duncan,  EJJaworth,  George  Evana,  Joahna  ETans, 
Edward  Ererett,  Eoiace  BverMt,  Felder,  Ford, 
Foster,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  GrenneU,  GriBIn,  ThtHpsa 
n.  Bill,  Uswkins,  Heister,  Hodges,  HoStaun, 
Hogan,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  Huot,  Buotiugton,  In- 
gersoU,  Irvin,  Jemfer,  Charles  C.  Johoston,  Kava- 
nagh,  Eend^  Eennon,  Adam  King,  John  Einz, 
Een^  Eing,  Lamsr,  Lannng,  Leavitt,  Lent,  Letch- 
er, HmsoD,  HsrBhtU,  UcCoy,  HcIntIre,  HcKay, 
McKeniuiii,  Mercet,  Uuhlenberg,  Newnan,  Newton, 
Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pitcher,  Flummor,  Potts,  Ran- 
dolpb,  John  Reed,  Edward  C.  Beed,  Roane,  Root, 
RosmI,  WiUiam  B.  Bbepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
SUde,  Bmith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Philemon  Tbomas,  John  Thomson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,  Vance,  Terjjanck,  Vinton,  Wardwell, 
Wuhihglon,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Wiikin,  Wheeler, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  C^pbell 
P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wiokl&Te,  Wilde, 
Williams,  Worthinrtou,  Touog—US. 

NaTs.— Uessra.  Besrdsley,  Boon,  Bncber,  Clay, 
CoDuer,  Fitigerald,  Harper,  Hawes,  Holland,  Bom, 
Jarvis,  Jewett,  Cave  Johnson,  Lecompte,  Lewis, 
Lyon,  Hann,  Hardis,  Thoa.  B.  UiEchell,  Pstton, 
Rerson,  Folk,  Bpeight,  BtandUer,  Wiley  Thompaon 


-SB. 


0  the  reBotntdon  was  agreed  to. 
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UoSDAT,  April  IS. 
Bnaeh  t^  Primlege-^Oate  of  Samvtt  SimMtm. 

The  Bpiakxb  umonnced  to  tbe  Boom  that 
Qie  SergeaDt-at-Anna  had  execnt«d  the  order 
committed  to  him,  uid  that  Samael  Eonston 
wtA  now  in  the  costodf  of  that  officer.  Where- 
upon, 

Hr.  Dayih,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolutioii : 

Rticlited,  That  Samuel  HotutoD  be  brongbt  to 
tbe  bar  of  the  Houm  od  TburadaT  neit,  at  tveWe 
o'clock,  to  answer  to  tha  cbarse  mods  aninat  bim 
b;  WiLUAH  arxNBEKHT,  of  Obio,  a  member  of  this 
House,  in  his  letter  and  nffldavit ;  and  that  he  be 
forthwith  I^irnisbed  with  a  cop;  of  Mid  ohaige  aod 
Utter  ol  Slid  Stanberrj,  b;  the  Clerk. 

Ur.  Datk,  after  explaining  and  TindieattDg 
the  motiTea  which  biul  led  to  the  resolntjon 
lie  had  offered,  agreed  to  modif;  it  in  anch  a 
manner  aa  that  the  accused  party  might  forth- 
with be  broojjht  to  the  bar  of  the  Hoose, 

The  reeolntion  of  Mr.  Bavis  was  modified  b; 
him  at  tbe  sn^estion  of  Messrs.  FonXB  and 
WioKLirrx,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Rttalttd,  That  a  Committee  on  tilTilegea,  con- 
statiiig  of  aereo  membera,  be  appointed  and  in- 
structed to  report  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  tbe 
case  of  Samuel  Houston,  who  Is  now  in  custody 
bj  Tirtne  of  tti  order  of  thia  Home,  and  tttat  said 
oominitlee  haTe  leave  to  execute  the  datj  asdgoed 
them  inunediatelj. 

The  reaolntion  wm  adopted  almost  nnani- 
monsiy. 

After  a  brief  interval,  Mr.  Hooston  was 
broogbt  in  the  onstodj  of  the  Be^eant-at-Anns, 
and  placed  at  the  bar  of  tbe  Eonse ;  when  the 
Sfbakkb  Addressed  bim  as  follows : 

"  Samuel  Houston,  jon  haTe  been  brought  before 
thts  House,  bj  its  order,  to  answer  the  chu^  of 
baviag  assaulted  and  beaten  Willian  9ta«iiuit,  a 
member  of  tbe  Bouse  of  BepresentatiTea  of  the 
United  Sutes  &om  the  State  of  Ohio,  fbr  words 
noken  hj  him,  in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the 
House,  in  debate  upon  a  question  then  depending 
before  the  House.  Before  jou  are  called  upon  to 
answer,  in  anj  manner,  to  the  subject-matter  of  this 
charge,  it  is  my  duty,  as  preudios  officer  of  this 
HoDse,  to  inform  you  that  if  you  desire  the  aid  of 
counsel,  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  time  to  prepare 
fbr  your  defence,  or  have  any  other  request  to 
make  Id  relation  to  tiiis  subject,  your  request  will 
now  be  receired  and  eooddered  by  the  Hoose.  If, 
boweTer,  you  neither  wish  for  counsel,  witnesses, 
or  foitber  time,  but  are  now  ready  to  proceed  to 
the  investigation  of  the  charge,  joo  will  state  It,  and 
the  House  will  take  order  aocoidingly.'' 

To  which  the  sud  Samnel  Houston  answered 
as  follows : 

"  If  r.  Speaker,  I  wish  no  counsel :  I  sliaii  require 
the  attendance  of  witnesses.  Havine  but  thia  mo- 
ment t>een  apprised  of  the  coarw  which  would  be 
pnraned  by  the  House,  and  belicTlng,  as  I  do,  that 


A  oconmittee  wsa  then  ^^lointed  to  report 
the  prDoeedings  proper  to  be  nhaerred  by  th« 
Eouae  in  the  tnal  of  the  oaae^  a"  "" ' — 


ing  gentlemen  c 
ti.  Datib,  of  1 


OouLTXB,  Mr.  Hronasnnt,  Mr.  Vtxtta,  and 
Ur.  BxASiieLKT.] 


TrasDAT,  April  17. 

Mr.  Datu.  of  Uaaaftchnsetta,  frcHo  tbe  Ooa- 
mittee  on  Privilegea,  appointed  on  Mond^, 
presented  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  rai  FHvilegea,  wlw  vcm 
Btraoted  b;  the  Honae  to  report  a  mode  of  pco- 
oeeding  in  the  case  of  Samnel  HoaatoD,  wlio  ia 
now  in  cnstody,  nnder  a  warrant  iseoed  by  order 
of  the  Honae,  npon  tlie  oomplunt  of  Viuuii 
Stabbebbt,  one  of  its  members,  for  sManltiag 
and  beating  thesud  &TAXBKBBT  fbr  worda  ipokfn 
in  hia  place  on  the  floor  of  the  Eot" 
□end  the  adoption  of  the  following 


>nae^r«» 


bar  of  tbe  House,  and  tl 

shall  be  reul  to  Urn;  after  wUoh,  (be  Speaker 

shall  pnt  to  him  tlie  foUnwiiw  interro^torr  : 

Do  you  admit  or  deny  tut  yon  aiMitad  and 
beat  the  said  BtaDberry,  as  be  baa  repraaenied  in 
the  letter  which  has  tteoi  road,  a  copy  of  wliidi  has 
been  deliTered  to  you  br  order  of  the  Houhi  f 

If  the  laid  Samuel  Houston  admit  that  be  SA 
assault  and  beat  tbe  said  Stanbern.aa  in  eaidletttr 
is  reprceented,  then  the  Speaker uiall  pnttohinOe 
fallowing  interrogatory : 

Do  you  admit  or  deny  that  the  same  aoaaeh  afed 
beaUng  were  done  fbr  and  on  account  of  words 
spoken  by  the  said  Stanbeiry  in  tbe  Honae  of  Bep- 
resentatires  in  debate  f 

If  the  said  Samuel  Houston  adndt  the  aw  nil  ami 
beating,  and  that  they  were  for  the  canaesJbiraiiil, 
then  the  House  shall  eonrider  the  cba>^  made  by 
the  said  Stanberry  aa  true,  and  shall  proceed  to 
Ju<^^ent  thereon. 

But  if  the  said  Samuel  Houston  deny  tbe  awiiill 
and  beatiog,  or  that  the  aune  were  done  ^  the 
cause  aforetaid,  or  refuee,  or  eiade  snewering  said 
interrogatoiies,  then  the  said  William  BU^WTTJ 
shall  be  examined Bsawitness touching sidddiaip; 
after  which,  tbe  said  Samuel  BooMon  Aall  be  al- 
lowed to  introduce  any  competent  cTidenoe  in  his 
defence ;  and  then  any  farther  endence  the  Homb 
nu^  direct  shall  also  b«  introduced. 

u  parol  eiidence  is  offered,  the  witneaa  AaO 
be  sworn  by  the  Speaker,  and  be  examined  at  Ike 
bar,  unleaa  they  are  meBbera  of  Ike  Boom,  ia 
which  caae  (hey  may  be  examined  in  their  plaeaa. 
A  eomnd((ee  eball  be  app^rinled  (o  *"— *"  iri»- 
neases.  Ilie  queadona  pM  ahall  be  redoeed  to 
writing,  (by  a  person  to  be  appointed  for  (hat  p«r- 
poss,)  bMbre  tbe  nme  are  pn^naed  to  the  witaesi^ 
and  the  answers  ahall  atoo  be  tndoead  to  wtili^. 
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Etotj  qiii«atioii  pat  by  *  menber  not  of  the  com- 
mittee, BbiU  be  redaced  to  writing  b;  loch  member, 
And  be  propomided  to  ths  wltDeM  by  the  Speaker, 
IT  ndl  ottJeoEed  to ;  bnt  if  bdj  qaetUoD  Mall  be 
oty'eeted  to,  or  ■n;  testimonj  ottbred  (hall  be  ob- 
jected to  bj  ui  J  member,  the  member  so  otjeodng, 
«iid  tbe  acciued.  or  hie  comuel,  dull  be  heard 
tbereenj  after  traieh,  the  queaUoniballbe  decided 
without  farther  debole- 

Whea  tiio  eTidence  it  all  before  the  House,  the 
said  Sameel  HouatoD  ihall  be  heard  oa  the  whole 
matter  bj  tdmBelf^  or  hie  codumI,  u  he  na,j  elect, 

After  the  nid  Samuel  Hooeton  aliall  hare  been  eo 
beard,  be  ehall  be  directed  'to  withdraw,  and  the 
Honae.  shall  proceed  to  conaider  the  eottJeet,  and  to 
take  each  order  thereon  aa  maj  seem  joat  and 

Said  Stmoel  Hotutoa  ahall  be  fhmished  with 
oopj  of  tbl*  order. 

The  report  of  the  comnuttM  vm  Dononrred 
in  muuimoiiBly. 

The  oommittee  was  then  ordered  to  oonaist 
of  five  members,  &  proposition  for  seven  hsT- 
ing  been  preTional j  negatived. 

Some  aisonssion  ensued  as  to  the  particular 
time  of  proceeding  to  triaL 

Finally,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'dock,  being 
the  time  sud  to  be  preferred  b;  General  Hons- 
tcm,  waa  nnanimonalj  agreed  to. 


tVEDimsDAT,  April  18. 
GimqfSamtuI  ffovitctt. 

This  mtdeot  was,  aooording  to  the  mder  of 
tlie  daj,  taken  np. 

Mr.  JoHssoiT,  of  Tennessee,  o^red  a  resola- 
tJoD  that  Bamnel  Honston  be  allowed  to  emplov 
counsel  to  ud  him  in  bis  defeDoe,  Mr.  J.  st^ed, 
in  explanation,  that  Mr.  Houston,  aithongh  he 
had,  when  pnt  to  the  bar,  stated  to  the  Uoose 
tiiat  he  baa  DO  desire  for  connsel,  had,  on  fbr- 
ther  refiectioD,  come  to  a  different  conolasioa, 
and  that  Uie  present  resolutioii  had  been  offered 
at  bis  reqneet. 

The  rMolntaon  was  agreed  to. 

Samuel  Uonston  was  now  brought  to  tiie  bar 
of  the  HoQse  b;  the  Sergeant-at-ArmB,  accom- 
panied by  bie  OOQnHel,  PranciB  8.  Key,  Esq., 
-when  the  Spbi^bb,  after  annoonoing  to  him 
the  natnre  of  the  charge  he  was  called  to 
answer,  notified  him  that,  before  proceeding 
to  intem^tories,  he  was  required  to  say 
whether  he  was  prepared  to  proceed  to  trial 
according  to  the  order  which  bad  been  an- 
nounced to  him,  or  whether  he  had  any  other 
regnest  to  make  of  the  House. 

ifr.  Houston,  in  replj,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing paper,  which  was  read  bj  hia  counsel,  and 
again  read  at  the  Olerk's  table : 

"The  accused  deoici  that  'ha  anaulted  and 
beat'  the  aiid  Btanberrj  m  he  has  represented  io 
the  letter  which  has  been  read. 

"He  admits  that  he  felt  neat  iniUguatlon  on 
rca£ag  In  the  National  InliUyauer  remarks,  there 
stated  to  hare  been  made  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
of  Bapresentatlves  bj  the  said  Stanberrj,  Impntlng 


to  the  acciised,  bj  name,  a  gross  otTenca  of  which 
he  knew  bimseU'  to  be  innooeot,  and  the  diasemloa- 
tion  of  whiah  throughont  the  oountrj ,  by  saoh  ptd>- 
UcatiOD,  was  eTtdentl;  caloulaled  to  affect  1^  honor 
and  character.  Under  these  circuinslsaceB,  tbeac- 
ouaed  was  induced  to  inquire  of  said  BUnberr;,  ina 
respeotful  note,  whether  the  report  of  what  he  had 
said  was  truly  set  forth  in  said  paper.  To  which 
inquiry  thus  nude,  said  Stanberr;  refused  to  give 
any  answer,  in  a  manner  calculated  sdtl  ftartber  to 
iqjure  the  accused.  The  accused  admits  that  he 
was  greatly  excited  by  these  proTocatioos,  and  that, 
under  the  infloence  of  feelings  thus  excited,  he  did, 
on  accidentaltj  meeting  the  sud  Stanberry,  assault 
and  beat  him,  the  aocased  being  unarmed  with  any 
other  weapon  than  a  CMnmon  walking  cane,  and 
believing  the  said  Stanberry  to  be,  as  he  Id  foot 
was,  anoed  with  justols— that  the  meeting  to<dc 
place  several  hourt  after  the  aiVonrnment  of  Con* 
greas,  abont  eight  o'clock  in  uie  evening,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  and  nearly  half  a  mile  from 
the  capitol,  and  on  the  oppoeite  aide  of  the  Avenne 
from  where  Ur.  Stanberry  s  boarding-house  is  situ* 
aied ;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  this  occurrence,  he 
was  neither  seeking  for,  nor  expecting  to  see,  the 
said  Stanberry. 

"  The  accused  denies  that  he  Intended  to  cotniuit, 
or  that  he  believed  he  was  committing,  any  con- 
tempt  towardl  the  House  of  Bepresentativea,  or  any 
breach  of  itsprivilege,  or  tiie  privilege  of  any  of  its 
members.  He  dentee  Uut  the  act  compl^ned  of 
eonstitutes  any  each  contempt  or  breach  of  privl* 
lege,  and  is  prepared  to  Justify  his  condoet,  so  6a 
at  least  as  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  House 
and  its  memben  are  oonoemed,  by  prood" 

The  SivAKKB  inqaired  whether  Ur.  HoDstm 
was  prepared  to  proceed  in  the  trial.  To  whioh 
he  replied  In  the  affirmative. 

The  letter  of  Ur,  BrAirauBr  was  then  read. 

The  Spxakkb  then  put  the  first  interrogatory, 
directed  bf  otder  of  the  Honae,  yesterday,  as 
follows : 

Do  you  admit  or  deny  that  yon  assanlted  and 

tat  the  said  Stanberry,  as  he  has  represented  In 
the  letter  which  has  been  read,  a  copy  of  which 
has  bean  delivered  to  you  bv  the  oider  oi  the 
-onseT 

The  aconsed  replied  that  his  oonnsel  would 
respond  to  the  interrogatoij  for  him ;  where- 

Ur.  Key  read  &om  a  paper,  snbatantially,  aa 
follows  1 

He  denies  the  charge  in  the  form  In  wUch  it  wal 
set  forth ;  he  admits  Uiat  he  felt  great  indignation 
on  reading  the  remarks  of  Hr.  Si^aiRav,  aa 
reported  in  the  IiUiUigmcar,  chargiag  him  with 
of^noes  derogatory  to  his  honor  and  character,  of 
which  he  was  innocent.  Be  says  that  he  inquired 
of  Hr.  S.  if  the  report  truly  set  forth  what  he  hod 
said,  which  inquiry  Hr.  S.  refused  to  answer.  He 
admits  that  he  was  greatly  eicited  by  the  manner 
of  this  refusal,  and  did,  on  accidentally  meeting 
with  Mr.  a,  beat  him.  He  says  that  he  himself  was 
armed  only  with  an  ordinary  walking  stick  ;  that 
Hr.  S.  was  armed  with  pistols ;  that  he  met  him 
seveial  hours  after  the  Bouse  bad  a^oumed,  half  a 
mile  from  the  capitol,  and  on  the  aide  at  the  street 
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oppoaite  that  of  Mr.  S.'a  lodgtogs.  Hs  denlM  thkt 
in  whit  pused  he  Intended  to  commit  ft  eonlenpt 
•gsiiut  the  Boon,  or  a  breach  of  the  ^aliilefw  of 
iu  metnbers.  He  denies  that  the  sot  involTei  mch 
a  contempt  or  breach  ;  and  is  prepared  to  Juatifj 
hli  conduct,  aa  br  Bi  the  House  b  conoeniM,  hj 
proof  and  aiguaent. 


Do  yon  admit  or  denj  that  the  siJd  Mwult  and 
beathtg  were  done  for  and  on  aceoant  of  words 
apoken  bj  the  said  Btanberrj  In  the  Bouse  of  Bep- 
resentatirea  in  debate  t 

To  which  the  socnaed  replied  that  the  re- 
epooae  given  to  the  fint  interrogtttorr  embraced 
an  answer  to  th«  second,  and  be  dediiied  giring 
anr  other. 


fiirtber  prosecutiDD  of  the  trial  be  soBpendad 
until  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock, 

Ur.  Yasok  stated  that  TSr.  SrAKBaBBi  was 
able  to  attend  whenever  it  might  be  neoeesary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Honaton  and  his  oonnsd  having  retired, 

Mr.  Dt.viB,  on  account  of  ill  heAh,  reqneated 
to  be  ezcnsed  fhna  serviDg  oa  the  ootnn^ttee 
Appointed  to  anperintend  tte  ezaminatiim  of 
witoeasea,  and  was  excnaed  aooordingtr. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Da  via,  }tr,  Joseph  OaJes, 
jonior,  was  i^pointed  to  t^  down  the  teetl- 


TmiB8DAT,  Apiil  19. 
Glut  <if  SamHtl  SouiUn, 

The  Spkuxk  informed  the  Honse  that  under 
tlie  resolution  adopted  jeeterda;,  Mr.  Gates  bad 
consented  to  act  as  stenographer  on  t^e  trial  of 
Bamnel  Houston. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived. 

Mr.  Honaton  was  agiia  placed  at  the  bar. 

The  SraiKBB  asked  him  If  he  was  ready  to 
proceed  in  the  trial,  and  he  answered  in  the 
afflrnuttive;  wherenpon, 

Mr.  CorLTBK,  from  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
l^ea,  moved  that  Hr.  Btavbkbbt  be  now 
Bwoin,  and  colled  npon  for  bis  teetimony. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Stahbbsbi 
waa  Bwom,  in  the  nanal  fttrm,  to  testily,  Ac 

[The  teatimouy  in  the  case  is  spread  on  the 
Journal  of  the  Honse.  In  the  following  noticea 
of  the  trial,  snoh  part*  of  the  testimonj  only 
are  introduced  as  are  necooaary  to  elucidate  the 
debate  on  the  different  qneetims  whicb  sroae.] 

Mr.  SrAiraaRBT  testified  as  foDowB : 

On  the  4th  of  this  month,  Ur.  Oavs  JonmoK, 
a  member  of  this  Honse,  presented  to  me  a 
note  from  Mr.  Houston,  which  T  believe  is  now 
In  poasession  of  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Cbkiohtok, 
of  Ohio,)  which  I  request  may  be  handed  to 
the  Chair  so  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  letter  was  handed  to  the  Oh^,  and  waa 
read,  and  ia  aa  followa : 


War  removed  In  conseqaencc  of  hie  attempt  fraado- 
lentlj  to  give  to  Governor  Hooiton  the  contract  te 
Indian  rations  T" 

The  object  of  this  note  Is  to  aaeertain  wbetber 
my  name  wm  oaed  by  [yon]  In  debate ;  and,  it 
so,  whether  your  remailis  have  T 
quoted. 

Aa  the  remaita  were  Inserted  In 
their  regular  place,  "  I  hope  you  wiU  find  it  c< 
venlent  to  reply  without  delay ■" 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

BAHUEL  HOUSTOir. 

Hon.  WiLUAH  BrAXBaaar,  Jf.  C. 

That  letter  was  presented  to  me  in  thia  HalL 
I  do  not  remember  whether  the  aeeiion  of  tbe 
Honse  had  commenced  or  not ;  and  a  desire 
was  expressed  by  Mr.  JoBnsoir  for  a  speedy 
answer  to  it  On  the  same  day  I  wrote  an 
answer,  dated  the  4Qi  of  April,  bnt  not  pre- 
sented nntil  next  day ;  which  I  handed  to  Mr. 
OasieHTOH,  requesting  Mr.  Ckkiobtox,  before 
presenting  it,  to  ascertain  whether  Mr.  Jomcami 
was  BCq^inted  vrith  the  contents  of  the  note 
of  Mr.  Houston.  That  tetter  I  wish  to  have 
read  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

The  letter  was  read,  and  is  aa  fbllowa : 
"  Hail  or  RaramnrAnvaa,  April  i,  1831. 

"8ia:  I  received  this  monung,  by  your  hands,  a 
note  aigned  Samnet  Houston,  qnotiiig  &om  the 
Nttional  InleUigtiuer  of  the  8d  instant,  a  remaik 
made  by  me  in  the  House.  Ibe  otjeet  of  the  note 
Is  'to  ascwtain  whether  Kr.  Hooaton's  nane  wm 
nsed  by  me  In  de1>ate,  and  whether  my  romaika 


"  WILLUJC  STAkBEBBT. 
"The  Hon.  Cav»  Johkbcb." 

Mr.  CsnaETOH,  I  nnderstaad^  presented  tbt 
note  which  has  been  read,  to  Mr.  lomnom,  in 
this  Hall.  Bome  time  on  the  same  day,  Mr. 
JoKSKS  came  to  me,  and,  after  lamentiu  I 
bad  not  thon^t  fit  to  addi<eaa  an  answer  to  Mr. 
HoDston,  Bfud  that,  after  consnltation  withhia 
friends,  he  bad  come  to  the  determinatjcw  to 
have  nothins  farther  to  do  with  the  matter 
himself^  and  bad  handed  the  note  to  Kr.  Hona- 
ton. to  take  his  own  conrse.  On  the  evening 
of  tbe  day  on  which  I  received  the  note  from  Mr. 
Houston,  and  before  sending  the  answer,  I  had 
a  oonsnltation  with  acmie  of  my  MendA  who 
agreed  with  me  npon  the  anawer  wfaieli  wa 
aent.  It  was  tiie  omnion  irf  one  of  my  fricoda 
(Mr,  Ewtso,  of  Ohio)thatltwaaproperlehonld 
be  armed ;  that,  immediately  upon  tfa*  recep- 
tion of  my  note,  Ur.  Houston  would  probably 
make  an  aaaault  npon  roe.  Mr.  Ewtvo  acoord- 
ingly  procured  for  me  a  pair  of  pistola  and  a 
dirk ;  and  on  the  morning  on  which  tbe  answer 
was  sent,  I  was  prepared  to  meet  Mr.  Honstoa, 
if  he  e^onld  assault  me.    In  the  enniti^  at 


.yGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  C0N0BE8& 


L,ie88.j 


Cate^SamaJBimtat. 


[H.WB. 


mj  lodg^nga,  I  received  t,  note  from  ft  gentle- 
mui  of  the  name  of  McCartf,  of  Indiima,  (not 
the  member  of  this  Honae,)  informiog  me  that 
he  bad  Boni«tlung  of  importance  whiclt  be 
wished  to  commuaiaato.  Snbseqnently,  be 
told  me  that,  being  in  the  room  of  Ur.  TuTon, 
of  Indiana,  be  bad  neard  some  gentleman  whose 
name  he  did  not  mention,  declare  he  bad  heard 
Hooaton  uy  that  he  intended  to  aboot  me  in 
the  street,  and  to  have  a  man,  whose  name,  I 
believe,  waa  Annstnina,  of  Tennessee,  in  oom- 
panj  with  him,  Mr.  UoCartj,  I  believe,  com- 
mnnieated  the  same  infbrmation  to  Hr.  Ewtsa, 
who  came  to  tbe  Honse  with  me  next  daj,  and 
I  was  prepared  with  my  pistols  cocked  to  de- 
fend myself;  bnt  I  did  not  meet  with  Ur. 
Honstcn  that  day,  thongb  I  saw  bim  within 
the  Houe.  I  expected  ererj  time  I  went  out 
•(  or  oame  into,  tUa  Hall,  to  meet  him,  and  I 
was  always  prepared  for  snob  an  event.  Uy 
ol^eot  In  desiring  the  ooi>i|iany  of  Hz.  Ewuio, 
waa  to  have  a  rM^eciable  witness  preaeot,  who 
was  not  to  interftre  between  me  and  Mr.  Hous- 
ton, nnleH  bia  own  lodgment  sboold  dictate  it 
I  waa  nnwilliog  taat  attj  tUng  between  lu 
■hoold  depend  DpMi  tbe  testimony  of  soeh  wit- 
nesses as  Hr.  HonstiHi  mi^t  have  In  his  oom- 
pany.    I  eontinned  jvepored  for  the  expected 


a  intonUon  to  attaok  me, 
or  bad  relinqidsbed  it ;  bnt  still  kept  a  pistol  in 
my  pocket  On  Friday  nigbt,  at  eight  o'clock, 
(pronlBing  that  I  reride  at  Mrs.  Qneen's,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Avenne,)  I  left  Mrs.  Qneen's, 
orOHsed  tbe  Avenne,  and  stepped  on  the  side- 
walk near  Ur.  Elliot's,  having  one  pistol  in  my 
pocket  not  cocked,  having  no  expectation  of 
meeting  Ur,  Houston,  At  tbe  moment  of 
■tuipiug  on  tbe  sidewaU^  Ur.  Houston  stood 
before  ma.  I  think  he  oalled  me  by  m^name^ 
and  instantly  sbndt  ne  witb  the  blndgeou  he 
had  in  his  band  with  great  violenoe,  and  he  re- 
peated 'the  blow  while  I  was  down ;  he  stmok 
me  repeatedly  with  great  violenoe.  I  waa 
either  Knocked  down  or  thrown  in  the  scofBe, 
I  do  not  know  which ;  while  down,  turning  on 
my  right  side,  I  got  mr  bend  in  my  pooket,  and 
got  my  pistol  and  cocked  It ;  I  watohed  an  op- 
portnnl^  while  he  was  sbriking  me  witb  great 
Tiolenoe,  and  polled  the  trigger,  aiming  at  his 
breast;  tbe  pistol  did  not  go  off;  I  thon^t  It 
did  not  sn^,  bnt  I  have  rince  nnderstood  it  did. 
He  wreeted  the  pistol  flnm  my  band,  and,  after 
some  more  blows,  be  left  me.  In  rMily  to 
•ometUog  which  I  sMd,  I  do  not  disUnctlr  reo- 
olleot  what,  Houston  ssjd  "  I  had  aasaileo  bim, 
and  that  be  would  be  answerable  to  the  laws  of 
hla  oonntry  for  what  be  bad  done," 

Qatttlen  by  Olt  eonrautlM. — Was  any  peison  or 
petsoni  pteient  with  Mr,  Hooston,  or  near  to  hhn, 
wben  the  blow  waa  flrat  inflicted  ? 

^MNn-.— -There  wu  one  Indlviduali  tbe  tnnsu- 
tion  WIS  Ml  hnnied,  snd  the  ssmilt  wss  so  immedi- 
ate, that  I  did  not  recogniie  bita ;  (he  blow  wta 
tnflfaited  by  Houston  Instandy  on  my  recognliiDg 


him.  I  think  (here  was  another  with  him,  but  he 
appeared  to  me  to  be  studieg  stilL 

[After  some  fnrther  evidence  liy  Ur,  8,] 

QMtUoK  hs  the  aeevttd  {to  Mr,  Btanberry.y— 
These  remarki,  thus  published,  impute  a  fraud  to 
the  accused ;  bad  you  then,  or  liare  you  now,  any 
and  what  evidence  of  the  Domctoess  of  such  im- 
putation 1 

To  this  interrogatory  Ur.  Diokson,  one  of  tbe 
members  from  the  Stale  of  New  York,  o^ected. 

And  the  question  being  taken — "  Shall  Uie 
Bud  interrogatory  be  pati"  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  101,  nays  82. 

Ur.  Stabuekkt  then  proceeded  to  answer  aa 
follows : 

"It  wainopsrt  ef  myintention  to  impute  fraod 
to  Oeneral  Hoancn,  Hi*  name  was  mentioned, 
merely  tbat  the  tnuisution  to  which  I  alladed 
might  be  IdentiSed.  I  intended  to  mike  a  charae 
agaiuBt  the  late  SecreCa^  of  War,  and  agiinst  (bo 
n«mdent.  If  he  had  a  knowledge  of  the  contem- 
plated band  and  did  not  disapprove  of  It." 

Ur.  PatTOS  snggerted  that  the  witness  onght 
not  to  proceed  an^  farther.  As  he  denied  all 
intention  of  impnting  fiand  to  tbe  respondent, 
any  reply  as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  the  im- 
pntation  of  fraud  waa  fonnded  would  be  irrel^ 
vent. 

Ur,  Vmrox  oalled  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
marks of  Ur.  Stahbbkbi  to  wbiob  the  inter- 
rogatory referred,  and  they  were  read  aoecod- 
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WioKLim,  tbongh  be  regretted  that  the 
iuterrogatory  had  been  put,  thought  that  it 
must  be  fully  answered. 

Ur.  Adams  expressed  hb  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vir^nia  wonid  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  tbe  Honse  bad  or- 
dered the  Interrogatory  to  be  put  and  answered. 
The  e«ential  part  (^  the  anawer  had  been  pven, 
and  the  Honse  had  no  ooncwn  in  tbe  residue, 

Ur.  Osara  moved  that  the  witness  be  eionsed 
from  forther  answering  the  interrogatory. 

Ur.  OouLTKB  hoped  that  die  counsel  wonld 
consent  to  withdnw  it ;  bnt  if  be  should  re- 
foae,  the  whole  answer  mnst  be  given. 

Mr.  Err  expressed  bis  willingness  to  relieve 
tbe  House  from  ita  difflcnity,  by  withdrawing 
the  interrogatory.  He  was  not  influenced  to 
do  this  by  any  fear  of  ininry  to  the  aocnsed,  for 
the  answer  given  was  that  which  of  all  othere 
be  most  dednd.  But,  to  relieve  the  Honse,  he 
wonld  withdraw  tlie  interrogatory  in  its  present 
fwm,  and  anbatttnte  another,  inquiring  of  tbe 
witness  whether  he  meant  to  impute  frand  to 
the  reepondeot. 

Ur.  MKBon  observed  that  tbe  oonnsd  had 
no  right  t«  withdraw  the  Interrogatory. 

The  apuxxB  replied  that  he  had  a  ri^t  to 
aak  leave. 

It  being  DOW  very  late,  Ur.  L.  Ooimiof 
moved  to  postpone  il\  fortber  prooeedings  in 
this  trial  ontil  twelve  o'clock  to-raorrow, 

Tbe  motion  prevailed— and  the  House  ad- 
jonmed. 
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S&TUSD&T,  April  91. 

C<ue  nf  Samuel  Simtton. 

Thejoumal  of  jesterd&y  b&Tiag  been  read, 

Ut.  Staubbbht  eipresMd  ft  wlsli  to  liave  the 
joomol  of  Thnrsday,  the  19th  Instant,  oorrecte^ 
He  moved  thftt  the  word  "compMnaat"  in 
connection  with  his  owp  name  be  stricken  out : 
he  did  not  wish  to  appear  as  the  complainant 
in  this  case.  He  haa  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  atating  the  facta  of  the 
ooBe:  and  he  now  ooneidered  this  Eonse  and 
the  nation  as  the  complainants.  I  am  leee  in- 
terested myeel^  sud  Mr.  S.,  than  aaj  other 


nrson,  as  Tenaeanoe,  with  reepeot  to  me,  has, 
rnat^beea  follf  satisfied. 

Ur.  IBTINO  sDggestad  to  his  eoneasne  to  post- 
pone his  motion  for  the  present,  and  snfibr  the 
trial  to  proceed, 

Mr.  Book  objected  to  anj  oorrection  of  the 
jonmaL  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  nation  was 
not  the  complainant,  but  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  himself  alone. 

itr.  Bpbiobt  roee  to  repeat  the  gentleman 
ftom  Indiana  to  withdraw  lus  motion.  AH  the 
facts  had  gone  forth  to  the  world,  and  all  nn- 
derstood  who  was  the  complaio&nt ;  the  lan- 
goage  of  the  Jonmol  was  of  little  aonseqnenoe. 

Mr.  Boor  replied  that  the  remaru  of  his 
friend  from  North  Oarolina  were  so  forcible 
that  he  wonld  withdraw  his  ol^ection. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Oarolina,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  submit  the  following  resolation: 

"  Ettolced,  Thit  DO  member  of  the  Houw,  except 

the  commitue  appointed  for  the  nuungement  of 
the  trial  dow  peodjng  before  the  House,  be  permit- 
ted to  discuss  qucBtioni  pertftlning  to  the  trial  of 
Batnuel  EouHtoa,  until  the  eisminstiou  of  Titucsea 
is  dosed ;  that  ill  questions  be  propounded  through 
the  committee  in  writing,  mi  that  the  members 
of  the  committee  ilone,  on  the  part  of  the  QouBe, 
be  aUowed  to  oMect  to,  or  discusa,  the  releroncy 
or  IrreT^onc;  of  tes^nonf,  thus  precluding  onj 
further  debate  upon  the  deoUon  of  sneh  qoeetions 
or  objection!." 

Mr.  Brkd  Bud  that,  to  avoid  useless  disoiw- 
rioD,  lie  wonld  move  to  lay  the  reeolntion  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Hau,  (hi  that  qnestton,  askM  the  jeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  WiDEunv  asked  Mr,  Bxbd  to  withdraw 
tiie  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Rbid  having  consented, 

Mr.  WioKUFFB  offered  a  modification  of  the 
resolation, 

Mr.  Hill  awd  that,  as  the  tnodification  ob- 
viated the  difficnitj  he  wished  to  remedy,  he 
wonld  withdraw  hia  resolution. 

[After  B  desultory  debate  of  some  duration,  Hr, 
Wiciuna  withdrew  hismadifioatiOD.] 
Tbo  EouM  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  38. 
Cat*qf3amu*lMov»tan. 

Mr.  Houston  was  put  to  the  har,  and  the  ex- 
amination of  witnesBes  resumed. 

The  Hon.  Fbus  Gbuhst,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bdci- 
KBB,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tipton,  of  the  Seoale, 
Br.  Haw,  and  Mr.  Shftw,  were  severally  ex- 
amined. 

The  examinatku  being  dosed,  and  Ow  ttsti- 
mony  having  been  read  to  the  witoesaea, 

The  further  bearing  of  the  case  was  pcatfwud 
to  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow, 

'Wedbxsdat,  April  S6. 

The  cose  of  SamuelHonston  agidn  eonnog  np 
forbearing, 

Mr.  DoDDBii»B  moved  to  postpone  fnrtlM 
proceedings  in  the  trial  until  Friday  next,  si 
twelve  o'clock.  He  eoid  that  he  onderatood 
all  the  testimony  had  been  taken,  and  Ihit  iM 
had  consulted  the  counael  of  the  accused,  who 
had  no  objections  to  such  a  ooniee.  Be  should 
aocompany  his  motion  with  another  to  ptict 
the  testimony,  wishing  the  House  to  paeMM 
that  preparation  which  might  oondnce  to  {in- 
vent much  coneninptioD  of  time  in  iisele«  de- 
bate. Another  reason  for  Ma  motitn  wh  i 
wish  not  to  interfere  with  the  bnmnesa  of  tba 
District  of  Oolumbio.  There  were  two  memrH 
in  particniar  which  were  of  great  inteiest,  uA 
on  which  he  hoped  the  House  would  act  bT«^ 
ably :  one  was  the  biU  in  furtheranoe  of  llw 
aqneduct  above  Oeorgetown ;  the  other  w»s 
that  for  the  bridge  over  the  Potomac  Jfthi 
House  was  to  act  at  all  on  theM  bill^  it  mint 
act  soen,  that  the  early  port  of  the  snnuncr 
might  he  oooupied  in  proeecating  the  proiMacd 

The  motion  was  afterwards  withdrawn,  md 
the  case  continued  till  to-moirow. 


TmmsDAT,  April  2S. 
Cat  of  Bamiul  ffovMlen— Opening  SpttA  m 

Mr.  Kxi,  counsel  for  the  accQsed,  rose,  snd 
addressed  the  House  as  follows  r  Thedntyl^ 
now  to  discharge,  of  submitting  the  defence  rf 
Samuel  Houston  to  this  honorable  House,  would 
be  a  far  lighter  one  to  the  Hoose  and  to  myMlti 
if  I  could  consider  this  the  case  of  Samael  Hoo*- 
toa  alone.  I  could  find,  in  the  fects  of  this  cw, 
admitting,  to  ite  fhlleet  eitent,  the  poww  «- 
serted  ag^nst  him,  a  most  enfficient  defence. 
But,  rir,  this  cause  cannot  tml  to  have  eoim- 
qnenoea,  for  good  or  for  evil,  extending  to  o* 
tant  days,  when  the  accused  and  all  aronad  bm 
may  be  forgotten.  It  u  thooght  to  affect  tto 
high  privileges  of  this  great  House;  mO''" 
oertain  that  it  affects  the  still  higher  pnnlcgc* 
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of  B  Btill  greater  HoDsa — the  people  of  this  greet 
repabtio. 

I  con  ezpren  no  regret  that  my  client  has 
been  placed  in  hia  present  ntnatioo.  Altboagh 
it  Bx&j  be  in  some  degree  tiuiniliating  to  stand 
at  the  bar  even  of  tbia  high  tribuiiBl,  for  trial 
aa  an  offender,  mj  client,  fknow,  feels  no  saoh 
regret.  I  speak  in  reference  to  his  trial  for  the 
act  complained  of  in  this  place.  That  aot  he 
wonid  not  seek  to  jnetifj  by  the  strict  and  per- 
fect role  of  dot;  prescribed  to  ns,  thoash  he 
hopes  it  will  be  found  as  moch  ooiLformea  to  it 
as  the  infirmity  of  hnman  uttore  will  allow. 
But  he  looks  to  the  conseqnenoes  of  oalliog  it 
in  qnestion  here,  and  therenre  deems  the  place 
he  now  fills,  like  the  stj^n  he  liw  been  need 
to  SU — a  post  of  honor ;  nor  can  I  have  an/ 
fear  that  it  is,  like  the  stations  he  hae  been  nsed 
to  fill,  a  poet  of  danger.  He  is  prond,  as  an 
American  citizen,  to  stand  here,  representing 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  whose  rights,  he 
tntslit,  will  be  vindicated  in  his  person.  And  I 
am  prood,  as  an  Amerioaa  lawyer,  to  stand  by 
snch  a  man,  in  snob  a  canse.  And  could  I  hope 
to  impress  apoa  the  minds  of  others  the  strong 
feelings  and  conTictions  of  my  own;  oonldl 
show,  Bs  I  see  and  feel  tiiem,  the  importance  of 
the  qnestiong  arising  from  the  present  proceed- 
ing,  and  t^  danger  to  our  free  mstitutiona  from 
maintaining  the  power  here  assomed,  I  shonld 
consider  tlus  the  proodest  and  most  gratifying 
hour  of  my  life ;  as  one  in  which  I  was  per- 
mitted to  do  something,  in  my  day  and  genera- 
tion, to  show  my  thannnlneas  to  the  Providence 
that  has  been  pleased  to  cast  my  lot  in  a  land 
of  law  and  liberty.  And  though  I  may  and 
mnst  fail  to  do  thie^  yet  it  gives  me  oonfidence 
to  know  that  here,  among  the  representatiTee 
of  the  American  people,  the  great  principles  of 
the  coQstitntion,  now  in  controversy,  cannot  fail, 
however  feebly  I  may  maintain  them,  to  find 
able  and  ready  defenders. 

In  the  course  of  snch  atrial  as  the  present,  it 
can  Boarcely  be  matter  of  complsiat  or  surprise 
that  some  things  may  occur  to  interfere  with 
the  fidr  comiideratJon  of  the  canse,  and  proper 
to  be  noticed  and  laid  oat  of  the  way  in  the 
discussion.  Some  thinn  may  be  done  to  eiaite 
prejadioe,  by  the  mistues  of  its  advocates,  and 
some  by  those  of  others.  Some  such  things 
have  occQired  in  this  case,  on  some  of  which 
I  will  briefly  remark. 

One  of  them  concerns  myself.  I  have  onder- 
stood  that  I  have  been  thought  to  have  iqjnred 
my  canse,  by  attempting  to  challenge  for  canse 
am  honorable  member  of  this  Honse,  who  was 
■opposed  to  have  formed,  and  pnblicly  ex- 
pressed, en  opinion  upon  the  case,  unfavorable 
to  the  accused. 

Lut  not  this  circumstance  prejudice  my  client. 
It  was  my  own  act,  and  from  iny  own  sugges- 
tion. I  diought  it  my  client's  right,  and,  con- 
sequently, my  duty.  I  hope  I  also  may  be  ei- 
cnsed  if,  in  my  ignorance  of  this  dark  subject, 
parliamentary  law,  I  thooght  the  roles  of  pro- 
ceeding in  IJie  bibunala  to  which  I  had  been 
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accustomed,  intended  to  secure  to  every  man  a 
fur  and  impartial  trial,  might  be  applicabla 
here.  I  most,  however,  in  frankness,  acknowl- 
edge that  when  I  thought  it  possible  the  House 
might  decide  that  they  had  no  power  to  allow 
the  accused  the  benefit  of  such  a  mle,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  such  a  decision  of  the  questicm 
would  be  a  most  apt  illustration  of  the  argu- 
ment I  am  hereafter  to  offer,  to  show  that  tma 
Honse  was  not  a  proper  tribonal  for  such  pro- 


There  is  another  thing  on  which  I  can  hardly 
tmst  myself  to  speak — of  which  I  mij^t  justly 

What  ought  to  be  the  course  of  the  pnbUo 
press,  in  reference  to  a  case  like  the  present  I 
— the  press,  the  privileged  guardian  of  the 
people's  rights.  When  the  qnestion  is  between 
the  rights  of  the  many  and  the  privilraes  of  the 
few ;  when  the  citizen's  personal  hberty  is 
about  to  be  affeoted  by  a  new  process,  and  a 
great  question,  as  to  constitntional  rights  and 
restruDts,  is  to  be  tried,  we  might  expect  that 
the  prees,  if  not  the  advocate  of  &ee  prinoiplea, 
would  at  least  be  neutral.  Sorely  we  might 
expect  that  nothing  would  be  done  to  inflame 
the  pQblio  and  the  judges  against  the  acoosed, 
and  to  prevent  the  calm,  deified,  and  impar- 
tial consideration  dne  to  such  a  cause. 

Yet  the  press  has  pursued,  as  to  this  case,  a 
cause  exactly  the  contrary  to  that  which  it 
owed  to  the  accused,  to  itseU|  and  to  the  pub- 
lic; and  this  has  been  done  by  that  pres^ 
which,  &om  its  connection  with  this  HonscL 
was,  perhaps,  the  most  capable  to  injure,  and 
oertautly  the  most  bound  to  protect.  So  that 
we  have  seen  that  while  the  accused  was  held 
in  silent  and  submissive  durance  by  one  of  the 
ofBcers  of  this  House,  another  of  its  ofBoers  was 
daily  pouring  upon  him  all  the  overflowing  of 
his  wrath,  and  doing  every  thing  to  excite  a 
degree  of  indignation  against  him,  which  should 
mike  the  fair  hearing  of  his  canse  impoeuble. 
It  is  diffionlt  to  suppose  that  these  efforts  have 
been  wholly  without  effect. 

The  accuaed  has  been  represented  as  a  man 
of  violence  and  blood,  oonscions  of  superior 
strength,  lying  in  wait  as  an  assassin ;  In  per- 
sonal vigor  as  a  Hercules.  These  exaggerated 
descriptions  of  his  character  have  been  wholly 
unconfirmed  by  the  proof;  and  whatever  the 
appearance  of  his  person  might  indicate,  he  is 
shown  to  be  a  weak  and  msabled  man,  not 
likely  to  be  tempted  to  violence  by  the  assur- 
ance of  success. 

He  had  once,  indeed,  an  arm  fit  to  execute 
the  strong  impobes  of  a  brave  heart — but  that 
arm  he  had  given  to  Ids  coootry.  On  the  field 
of  one  of  her  most  perilous  battles  it  had  been 
raised  in  her  defence — and  on  that  field  it  had 
fallen,  crushed  and  mangled  to  his  side. 

Hercules,  too,  could  not  be  punted  without 
his  club — and  langnage  could  nardly  be  found 
to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  terrifio  weap- 
on with  which  this  assassin  was  armed.  I 
thought  it  proper  that,  instead  of  the  pictnr^ 
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the  olnb  iUdf  Bhonld  be  exhibited.  The  House 
h&ve  seen  it ;  And  I  could  not  help  rememberipg, 
on  seeing  an  honorable  swtlemMt  measoring 
Iti  and  comparing  it  with  his  flnger,  tbe  vener- 
able jadge  who  is  said  to  have  preaenMd  bb 
tbnnib  to  Bbow  the  diraenaioss  of  the  Bddk 
with  which,  in  tliose  strange  old  timea^jdie  law 
^owed  a  man  to  chastise  hia  wife.  Whethw 
preTiooB  impreseiona  have  been  made  to  tbe 
aiaadTantage  of  the  acctiged,  I  will  hope,  have 
been  alread;  removed  by  tbe  evidence,  and  shall 

Ejed  to  consider  what  is  the  ohai^  against 
what  is  tjie  law,  and  what  are  tbe  {kU  to 
enm  him.  For  any  distinct  charge  against 
him,  I  have  looked  in  vi^n  throagh  all  these 
proceedings.  The  warrant  states  no  cause,  aod 
tbe  roBolntion  ordering  it  is  eqoally  indu&iite. 
In  tbe  coarse  of  prooeeding  marked  out  by  tbe 
eommittee,  and  adopted  by  tbe  Honse,  be  is 
called  to  aoiwer  qoeetioos,  bnt  nniiiforTaed  as 
to  bia  ofibnoe.  Even  now,  when  I  am  called 
□pon  for  his  defences  I  am  pot  to  conjecture 
iHiat  obarso  I  am  to  defbod  him  agunst.  Tbe 
prinoipal  utarge,  I  aappoM,  la  the  violation  of 
a  membec'a  privUen  by  an  aesanlt  for  words 
apoken  in  debate.  Bnt  I  have  be«i  obliged  to 
see,  in  tbe  oonrae  of  the  inquiry,  two  other 
eluirgea  showing  oocaMOnally  tLrir  little  heads 
niider  these  proceedings.  Of  these,  of  conrse, 
I  must  say  a  few  words, 

Tbe  complunt  of  the  member  assanUed,  and 
some  parts  of  Ms  evidence,  seem  to  pat  the 
breach  of  pririlege  npon  tbe  cinmmstanoe  of 
bis  being  prevented,  by  the  oonaeqnences  of  tbe 
assault,  from  attending  to  his  dnties  in  Uie 
Honse.  It  may  be  urged,  therefore,  that  bis 
o&nce  consists  in  his  having  tbos  obatmct«d  a 
member  In  the  disohai^  of  his  dnty.  I  will 
only  say  to  this,  that  such  a  doctrine  would  be 
making  criminal,  not  Uie  act,  nor  tbe  intcott 
with  which  it  was  committed,  but  tbe  conse- 
qnencee  following  it;  so  that  whether  the  as- 
sault was  pmusl^ble  here,  would  depend  en- 


be  a  contempt  ;  otherwise,  not. 

This  doctrine  also  would  make  any  other  act, 
if  It  prevented  the  member's  attondanoe,  a  con- 
tempt ;  and  this  might  be  done  by  a  threat — 


nay,  by  au  act  of  courtesy. 

It  would  ^so  i^paar  from  one  of  the  qnes- 
tions  proposed  ana  one  of  tbe  answers  of  the 
witne^  and  the  correction  afterwards  made  of 
it,  that  it  may  be  supposed  tbe  oft%noe  ooosists 
in  the  assault's  being  made  on  the  member 
when  on  his  way  to  make  inquiries  of  what  had 
been  said  of  him  in  the  House ;  tliat  this  was 
official  business ;  andthatit  ieabreaohof  privi- 
lege to  assault  a  mem1>er  when  engaged  on 
official  duty. 

I  need  only  to  say  that,  if  snob  is  the  law  of 
oontempts,  and  snoh  a  bnsiness  is  official  and 
within  the  protection  of  privilege,  it  is  diffionit 
to  conceive  what  a  meml>er  may  do  that  would 
not  be  covered  by  privilege.  It  is  said  it  was 
neoeasaiy  for  him  to  know  what  was  done  in 


Uie  House,  in  ordw  to  ttiftbl*  him  to  dUebAifia 
his  duty,  and  tliat  in  gcrfng  to  make  snoh  in- 
qniry  it  wM  necessary  be  iteold  b«  prateet«d. 
80  it  is  neosenry,  to  enable  him  to  dlwharga 
his  dn^  h«a^  tliat  he  iboold  lake  net  a&d  r»- 
freahment :  aod  tids  would  nutk*  privDeg*  a 
shield  by  0^  and  nij^t,  and  a  mambar  oonld 
at  no  time  or  place  get  man  onder  it.  I  maj 
also  remind  the  House  that  the  nHtnlHir  him- 
sel^  on  tUs  ooearaon,  (uid  be  surely  was  tbe 
best  jodge,)  was  <rf  opiniMi  that  tbe  vUt  be 
was  paying  when  assaulted,  was  not  an  oSdal 
act ;  for  when  asked  if  be  was  then  engaged  in 
any  official  dnty,  hia  reply  was  in  tbe  negative, 
thoo^  be  seemed  afterwards  indined  to  tUnk 
that  it  was  raoh  an  act  aa  jnivUege  mi^t  be 
stretched  to  oover.  loannotthink  it  noees— ry 
to  say  more  as  to  tbete  ebargea,  if  indeed  any 
iDoh  sbonld  be  nrged.  And  that  to  wbidi  I 
preeune  the  House  ddefly  looka,  and  wUtA 
alone  I  aball  oonrider,  b  thia— an  asaanlt  eoo- 
mitted  on  a  member  for  words  tpokea  in  de- 
bate. Has  tUa  House  power  to  try  and  pnaidi 
suchanactt  Are  tbwe  beta  proved,  to  sbow 
snch  an  act  ounmitted  t    Aim  firat  ■■  to  tbe 


House  and  not  during  ita  aeinoa,  fw  words 
spoken  in  debate  f  To  what  extoit  tU*  Honse 
has  the  power  of  prooeeding  for  cent«mpt%  may 
be  a  question  (rf  diffiesl^ ;  all  I  need  60,  and 
all  I  mean  to  do,  la  to  abov  tJiat  they  hare  not 
tbe  power  to  the  eztoit  I  have  jnat  stated. 

It  has  been  gnrely  qnesUoned  wbetiierit  baa 
the  power  to  any  extent  ^  whether  it  can  ev^ 
ponuh  a  oootenqit  oomnutted  in  its  praaeoee. 

This  I  shall  not^sotus,  bnt  take  it  tor  grant- 
ed that,  to  tbat  extent,  it  may  be  neeeaaary,  and 
tlierefbre  proper,  to  prevent  interrnptioBs  to 
its  deliberations  by  confining  soeh  o^adara. 

Let  it  not  be  ^d  that,  if  the  power  be  ad- 
mitted as  to  offences  committed  in  the  preaene* 
and  to  the  intermption  of  the  Hooia,  aneb  ad- 
mittlonproT    "  — '"" 

that  it  can  « 
tiieHoaae. 

There  is  Joat  reason  and  bi^  aatlM»ity  hr 
snch  a  distandion  for  tiTnttJng  it  to  f^**  ot  in- 
t«9Tvption,  and  denying  it  beytMad  tboae  lim- 
its. 

It  ii  obvious  that  there  may  be  a  niuwtj 
for  tbe  power  in  snch  casee,  that  cannot  exist 
in  others  where  there  is  no  intermptioiL  The 
House  may  also  exeroiae  it  over  acts  CMnmitted 
in  its  presmoe,  and  as  to  which  it  can  jndga 
immediately  witli  &r  more  ease  than  over  acta 
oommitted  at  a  distanoe,  requiring  tbe  jooof 
of  witnesses,  and  aach  mveatiEatioiis  of  dia- 
"  '    <DK)huseartbe 

fltfiaU- 

Furtber,  some  limitation  of  the  power,  it 
mast  be  allowed,  is  posmble  and  pR^er ;  and  if 
it  is  not  oonflned  to  '"""■^■ffa*  actaof  intamp- 
tion,  it  will  be  diffleult,  if  not  fanpoosiUe,  is 
prescribe  any  other  limit. 
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L)  EnglMil,  Qie  two  Hoiuea  of  Pariioment 
heM  it  u  on  nnlimitod,  nndeflnable,  and  excln- 
rive  power,  and  thej  have  nsed  it  (aa  saoh 
imirw  will  ever  be  naed)  to  oppress  the  people 
and  disgrace  themselTes.  They  hare  fori^  tLe 
ooorta  to  sanotjon  it,  threatening,  seizing,  and 
ImpriBCKiiiuF  the  Jndges,  till  they  agreed  to  leave 
the  law  of  Farlijunent  to  the  Fuliament,  and  de- 
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Jadges  bare  beoonwenltghtened  into  sstateof  to- 
tal darkneasaatothedootrineof  contempts;  and 
the  viotiiiw  of  parliamentary  peTseontion  who 
appealed  to  them,  were  sent  hook  to  their  im- 
prUontnent,  the  jndgee  declining  to  look  Into 
the  offences  tot  wbloh  tbey  were  comniittod, 
deolartDg  that  it  was  nnneoe^aiy  for  them  to 
inqoire  into  the natore  of  the  contempt,  because 
it  belonged  to  the  lem  parliamentarian  and  they 
ooold  not  imdentand  It,  Snob  was  the  case  of 
Alezaader  Mnrray,  in  1  WiL  (p.  299,)  and  such 
Om  (qtinion  of  all  the  Jndgee.  This  man  was  a 
«loM  prisoner  of  the  Eonse  of  Oommons,  for  a 
contempt.  He  was  denied  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
and  all  mterooane  with  his  niends.  His  Health 
was  ■afferiDg  fh>m  his  confinement,  and  a  phy- 
eloian  was  not  allowed  to  visit  bim,  bat  upon 
the  special  order  of  the  Honse.  He  was  bronght 
before  tiie  cotui  by  ha.  eor.  It  was  nrged  for 
bbm  that  a  Britisb  sntjeet  could  not  be  suffered 
to  perisb  in  Imprisonment,  withoat  a  trii^  or 
fnqnl^  into  the  offbnoe  for  which  be  was  com- 
mitted It  was  det«rDdned  to  be  ont  of  the 
power  of  the  court  to  ioterfere,  and  he  was 
smt  back  to  bis  confinement, 

I  have  not  referred  to  this  case  on  account 
of  its  peculiar  enormity.  Uany  otlierB,  of  fiu 
oreater  oj^presslon,  might  have  been  adduced. 
Bat  U  is  dted  in  a  more  recent  case,  that  of  Sir 
EVanois  Bnrdett,  In  14tb  East,  by  Lord  BUen- 
bornngb,  and  mentioned,  "  with  a  alight  qnali- 
flcatioa  of  en  expression  iVom  one  of  the  jndges, 
with  q>probation."  In  this  case  also  it  is  ac- 
knowledged that  there  had  been  an  English 
'     '  "  \)  inde- 

>  limit  its  power  to 
in  tiie  presence  of  the  House. 
His  views  of  this  dootrine  may  be  also  seen  in 
Sd  Id.  Ylxj.  S8S— 1st  ditto,  10— asd  a  note  to 
tite  latter  ease  shows  the  means  nsed  to  teach 
htm  to  tliink  more  reverently  of  paiilamentary 
privileges. 
There  is  a  jodloial  dededon  of  the  highest 


see.)  also  thnslimitsUieprivileges  of  their  l^s- 
lative  bodies,  and  I  bavet>eenQnable  to  6nd,  in 
any  State,  a  proeecntion  like  the  present  It 
cmnot,  thererore^  I  think,  be  argned  that  there 
Is  any  Inconsistent?  In  admitting  the  fwwer 
witUn  the  Hodta  I  have  stated,  and  denying  it 
bOTond  tbeoi.  I  proceed  then  to  inquire  where 
this  Honse  got  the  power,  whatever  it  may  be, 
wtdcb  it  asserts  in  the  present  proceedings,  a 
we  can  ascertain  this,  it  jsay  serve  to  show  na, 
TobXI.-4a 


ypriTUe«i,ai 
ommittedintJ 


if  not  what  the  power  is,  yet,  at  least,  what  it 

If  I  am  told  that  it  is  an  inherent  incidental 
power,  taken  m  nteeititalA,  at  the  moment  of  its 
creation,  alike  in  origin  and  extent  to  that  of 
the  British  Honse  of  Commons,  I  answer,  first, 
that  it  is  not  claimed  to  have  been  so  taken  by 
the  Britisb  Parliament.  It  is  claimed  there,  on 
the  gronnd  of  grant,  by  prescription,  by  imme- 
morial usage.  If  we  consult  Blackstone,  Ooke, 
Holt's  law  of  libel,  and  Lord  EUenborongh  in 
the  case  of  Sir  S.  Bnrdett,  we  find  variooa 
ori(rins  resorted  to,  bnt  none  of  them  say  the 
Pariiement  took  it,  bb  inherent,  m  nee«witaU. 
They  conjectnre  that  some  old  BtJtnte,  now  lost, 
gave  the  power.  Lord  Ellenborongh  qaotee 
several  ancient  statntos  which  recognize,  as  he 
contends,  the  exercise  of  the  power. 

This  Honse,  therefore  cannot  borrow  an 
origin  in  rueemtate  from  the  British  ParliamenL 
for  they  disclaim  snch  an  origin,  and  labor  bard 
to  find  a  better. 

I  answer,  secondly,  that  If  this  Honse  oonld 
thns  get  an  origin  for  the  power,  they  conld 
not  d^m  it  to  the  extent  In  wliich  it  is  held  br 
the  British  Parliament ;  for  the  extent  to  whittEi 
it  conld  be  claimed  wonld  be  limited  by  the  ne- 
cessity requiring  tliem  to  take  it,  and  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  having  carried  it  (as  aU  most 
confess  they  have)  tai  beyond  that  necessity,  is 
an  abnse :  and  if  we  conld  plead  their  example 
for  taking  the  power,  we  snrely  shoold  not  for 
the  abnse  of  it.  It  is  pleun  that  we  cannot  derive 
the  power,  as  the  Bntish  Parliament  does.  We 
can  have  no  immemorial  nsage,  no  real  or  sup- 
posed andent  grant,  no  lost  records. 

This  House  derives  Its  existence  and  all  its 
powem,  whatever  they  may  be  called,  from  the 
constitntion.  From  Uie  words  of  that  instru- 
ment, or  by  inference  from  a  fair  constmction, 
all  Its  powers  mnst  be  derived.  It  is  declared 
by  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  (4  Oranch,  98,)  that  as 
the  conrts  are  created  b^  a  written  Instmment, 
the  constitution,  all  their  powers  mnst  be  de- 
rived from  that  sonrce.  The  same  prindple  ap- 
plies to  this  House. 

The  constjtntjon  then  Is  the  sonrce  to  which 
the  power  mnst  be  traced. 

In  express  words  it  is  nowhere  given ;  many 

Sowers,  and  snoh  as  would  be  inherent,  Incl- 
antal,  and  necessary,  (if  any  could,)  are  ^veu 
by  express  words ;  bnt  this  Is  not 

If  It  is  got,  therefore^  from  whatever  part  of 
the  constitution.  It  mnst  be  got  by  a  neccesary 
and  proper  implication.  1 1^  down  then  these 
four  propoutlons : 

1st  ^e  power  mnst  appear  to  be  neeessary 
and  proper  to  this  Honse,  tA  enable  it  to  dis- 
charge Its  constitntional  fanotions. 

2d.  It  mnst  not  be  inconsistent  with  other 
powers  expressly  given  to  other  departments  of 
the  Government 

8d.  It  must  not  clash  with  the  ezprees  pro- 
habitioDS  of  the  constitution. 

4tb.  It  mnst  be  exercised  onl;  In  the  wa; 
presoribed  b;  Qie  couatitntion. 
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As  to  the  first — ietldfl  power  as  dot  claimed 
s  neoesa&Tf  and  proper  one  for  this  Boose  ?  I 
■hall  oontend  that  it  is  neither. 

IsitneceBsarjt — whatdoes  that  term  denote? 
vhst  is  the  degree  of  necessity  required!  I 
know  that  in  the  case  of  Maryland  against 
HoOoHoogh,  in  4th  Wheaton,  it  is  decided  hj 
the  Sopreme  Conrt  that  any  degree  of  necessity 
gives  Congresa  the  power  to  legislate.  This 
principle,  nowerer,  is  confined  to  le^ative 
ects.  done  !n  the  ordinary  and  necessary  sphere 
of  anty.  The  grant  erf  judicial  power,  the 
power  to  punish,  wonld  require  a  more  strict 
constmctioa.  And  as  the  House,  in  assmning 
this  jadicial  power,  act«  upon  its  mere  discre- 
tion, and  is  under  no  obligation  to  assnme  it, 
and  it  is  moreover  a  dangerous  power,  very 
liable  to  abuse,  it  ought  to  be  made  to  show 
fbr  itself  a  pliuner  and  greater  necessity.  Sach 
seems  to  have  been  the  very  just  view  of  the 
natore  and  extent  of  the  required  necesnty 
taken  by  an  able  and  learned  committee  of  this 
House  in  the  case  of  Bnssel  Jarvis ;  they  say  it 
is  a  dangerous  power,  liaUe  to  abuse,  and  tnat 
the  House  shoiud  on^  eseroise  it  "  in  cases  of 
strong  neoesHty." 

The  inqniry  then  is,  b  there  a  strong  necee- 
stty,  or  any  neceeaty,  for  such  tnteriwence  of 
this  House  in  a  ease  like  the  present — where 
the  wrong  over  which  it  assumes  Jurisdiotion 
has  been  committed  not  in  Its  presence,  sor  to 
the  interruption  of  its  deliberations  t 

The  quesUon  ia  not  whether  it  is  necessary 
such  an  offence  should  be  punished,  but 
whether  it  is  necessary  that  this  House  uioold 
lay  aside  its  l^istative  duties,  to  try  and  puniah 
it 

It  is  no  reason,  therefore,  to  say  that  the 
House  must  be  protected  from  an  interruption 
that  may  be  continued  or  repealed,  becanse 
there  is  no  intermption.  Nor,  that  snob 
ofTence  should  be  punished  here  to  prevent  its 
repetition,  if  there  are  other  tribunals  whose 
duty  it  is  to  try  and  punish  such  offences.  Now, 
tiiat  onr  conrts  are  competent  to  try  all  such 
offences  as  tiie  present,  and  consider  ^e  causes 
and  oircamstances  of  every  assanlt,  and  pim- 
ish  it  accordingly,  cannot  be  doubted — and  the 
presumption  certainly  is  that  all  courts  and 
officers  will  do  their  duty ;  if  so,  the  act  will 
receive  its  proper  punishment  without  the  inter- 
ference of  this  House ;  and  it  cannot,  therefore, 
be  necessary  it  should  interfere :  on  the  con- 
trary, when  we  con^der  what  other  things  this 
House  has  to  do,  the  necessity  seems  to  be  that 
they  should  not  do  that  which  most  prevent 
their  doing  what  it  is  necessary  they  should  do. 

It  may  farther  be  stud  that  even  if  the  courts 
had  not  safficientpower,  or  were  not  sufficiently 
bound  to  try  or  punish  soch  offences,  CSongresa 
can  make  uiem  so,  and  therefore  are  under  no 
necessity  to  assume  the  Jurisdiction  themselves. 

Neither  is  it  proper.  It  can  never  be  proper, 
that  a  party  proaeouting  for  offences  agamst 
itself  shall  be  the  jndges  to  try  and  ponish. 
This  House  charges  a  man  wiUi  ao  offenoe;  the 
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members  are  Uie  prosecntora ;  they  prodnM 
the  evidence^  argue  the  cause  against  uie  pris- 
oner, and  then  decide  whether  be  or  tbey  are 
right  in  the  argumenL  The  prisoner  is  allowed 
coansel,  but  tbe  privil^e  of  arguing  with  hia 
Judges,  and  refuting  tbeir  arguments!  will  gen- 
erally be  of  littie  use  to  him.  It  womd  be  hard 
enough  to  have  such  fearful  odds  against  him 
in  nnrobers  and  talents,  as  opposing  advocates; 
but  after  such  an  encounter,  to  have  to  look  to 
the  same  persons  for  jadgmeut,  would  preoeat 
almost  a  hopeless  prospect. 

The  counsel,  in  such  an  enoounter,  mi^t 
possibly  also  meet  somethings  still  more  feaifbl 
than  superior  nombers  and  tuents.  There  may 
hereafter  be,  upon  a  bench  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  judges,  (of  which  this  House  will  otmnat,) 
such  a  thing  as  a  captious,  impatient  jndge.  Be 
may  think  some  of  the  questions  oit  argnmenta 
of  the  counsel  (particularly  if  they  bw  hard 
upon  the  view  he  may  wi^  taken  of  tiie  ease) 
"  trifling,"  and  he  may  be,  as  such  judges  gen- 
erally are,  armed  with  the  most  withering  pow- 
ers of  rebuke  and  invective;  and  he  may  be 
provoked  to  make  the  counsel  fee),  fw  sach  an 
offence,  aH  the  thnnderand  lightning  of  Jndidal 
ire.  It  is  true  that  the  Infenority  of  toe  coan- 
sel, his  humble  and  unprivileged  conditac»,  as  a 
permitted  guest  in  this  great  Hall,  would  gn- 
erally  protect  him  from  bdng  thus  assailed  and 
disablM;  but  these  clrcnmstances,  effectually 
as  tbey  would  appeal  to  the  magnanimi^  of  the 
high  and  the  privileged,  might  poerably  be 
aometimes  forgotten. 

Under  these  and  innumerable  other  obviow 
disadvantages,  it  must  qtpear  to  be  of  small 
consequence  to  a  prisoner  whether  he  has  ooaa- 
sel  or  not,  before  a  tribunal  so  constitated.  It 
is  plainly  acknowledged,  even  in  England,  in 
more  modem  and  better  times,  that  it  is  not 
proper  that  any  Honse  should  redrasa  its  own 
wrongs.  We  find,  in  Starkie  on  Slander,  (WSj 
that  the  Honse  of  Commons  has,  on  several 
occasions  of  contempt,  declined  the  iarisdictioii, 
and  requested  the  proeecntion  of  tne  offenders 
before  the  conrts.  The  author  commends  this 
course  of  the  House,  and  quotes  from  the  ad- 
dress of  the  Attorney  General  to  the  jury,  in 
one  of  the  cases,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  un- 
fitness of  the  House  of  Commous  to  try  offences 
against  itself^  and  his  decided  approbation  of  the 
determination  he  understood  the  Eonae  bod 
made  to  send  all  BDoh  cases  to  be  prosecnted  by 
the  courts. 

Can  it  be  "proper  "  then  for  this  Honse  to 
assume  a  power  which,  from  its  obvions  and 
confessed  InjaBtice,  the  Honse  of  Commons  ia 
commended  for  renouncing? 

There  ore  many  other  objections  to  this  Honse 
as  on  appropriate  tribunal  for  such  proceedings, 
which  will  readily  ocoar  to  our  minds.  Has 
the  Honse  sofQcient powers,  in  casesof  difficn^ 
or  reaistance.  to  bring  such  cases  to  any  sneccM- 
fol  result!  When  the  party  is  convicted,  has 
the  House  the  power  to  infiiot  an  appnqiriaia 
pnnishmenti    Itoanoot  beproperoi -- 
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that  thb HoQse should try.if  itcannot adeqn&te- 
Ifpnniab.pkrtioul&rljr  when  the  ordioarf  tribn- 
atSe  can  do  both. 
The  only  punishment  it  can  inflict  is  im- 

SriBonmen^  and  this,  according  to  the  report  in 
arris's  case,  "  ought  never  to  be  carried  further 
than  shall  be  absolutely  and  imperionalj  re- 
quired by  tie  eiJEting  emergency."  In  Dunn 
and  Anderson,  the  Supreme  Court  say  that  the 
power  to  ptinuli  for  contempts  in  Oongress 
"  mnat  be  the  least  possible  power  adeqaaM  to 
the  end  proposed,  which  is  the  power  of  im- 
prisonment ;  '  and  further,  that  this  "  impriatoi- 
ment  must  ceaae  with  the  aession." 

It  is  plain  that,  with  a  power  tbua  restricted, 
there  may  be  very  atrocious  cases,  where  the 
House,  after  coovicting,  can  impose  no  adequate 
pnniBhment.  Their  imprisonment  can  never 
be  like  that  of  the  British  Oommona,  for  it 
most  not  be  made  more  rigid  than  "  absolateljr 
and  imperiously  required  "  to  protect  the  House 
from  the  offender,  it  must  be  the  exertion  of 
"  the  least  poodble  power  "  of  restraint ;  and 
Bucli  (as  I  nave  seen)  is  the  sort  of  impriaon- 
ment  applied  in  this  case,  so  very  different  from 
that  within  the  four  walls  of  the  conrt'sgaol,  that, 
«xcept  that  it  may  interfere  with  a  man's  bnai- 
ness  elsewhere,  it  would  t>e  no  punishment  at 
all.  To  many  persons  it  certainly  woold  be 
none  lo  spend  even  the  whole  winter  in  Wash- 
ington, with  apartments  in  one  of  its  best  hotela, 
with  the  further  beneflt  of  a  very  courteous 
and  agreeable  gentleman  as  his  companion. 

If  I  am  told  that,  notwithstanding  the  ooin- 
ion  of  the  committee  in  Jarvia's  case,  ana  of 
llio  Snpreme  Coort  In  Dunn  and  Anderson,  the 


,  consider  it  "necessary,"  and  will 
therefore  have  the  power  to  increase  its  rigor : 
to  this  I  answer  that  it  certainly  may,  and  if  it 
takes  this  power,  very  probably,  hereafter, 
will ;  and  \/y  the  same  reasoning,  if  imprison- 
ment, however  rigid,  will  not  restrain  offenders, 
any  of  the  other  pnnishmentB,  taken  npoD  the 
same  principle,  by  the  House  of  Oommons,  sach 
as  cntting  off  hands,  or  banishment,  or  even 
death,  may  be  thonght  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  House,  which  will  still  say  that 
they  are  applying  tie  "least  possible  power" 
necessary  for  that  purpose.  I  aa  not  think  that, 
by  admitting  that  it  may  oome  to  this,  it  will 
follow  that  the  power  b  a  proper  one, 

I  concinde,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  power 
neither  necessary  nor  proper.  That  this  House 
may  exercise  preventive  Justice,  which  can  only 
extend  to  protect  itself  from  interruptions,  and 
can  have  no  pretensions  to  the  exercise  of  vin- 
dictive Justice  over  cases  which  do  not  interrupt 
it,  if  they  leave  them  to  be  punished  elsewhere. 

I,  secondly,  insist  that  the  power  clumed  by 
the  House  is  inconsistent  with  the  powers 
expressly  given  by  the  constitution  to  other  de- 
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What  is  the  nature  of  the  power  in  question  ? 
Is  it  legislative,  executive,  or  judicial  f    And  if 


United  States  ?  Article  8,  section  8.  Does  itnot 
declare  that  "  the  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in 


upon  the  qnestioiL} 

There  is  no  gronnd  upon  which  the  exception 
of  this  partiotilar  offenoo  from  the  consideratian 
of  the  courts  can  be  claimed.  The  coiula  were 
intended  to  try,  and  are  competent  to  by  and 

Sinish  all  offences ;  and  whatever  power  this 
OQse  may  aaaert  over  the  act  oomphuned  of  in 
this  case,  there  can  be  no  donbt  ont  that  the 
court  has  power,  and  adeqoate  power,  to  try 
and  punish  it.  Are  both  then  to  try  and  pun- 
ish the  same  act.  the  one  calling  it  a  breatui  of 
the  peace,  and  the  other  a  breach  of  privilege  I 
And  if  so,  which  is  to  have  the  preference  in 
this  conflict  of  JnrisdictioDs!  Is  it  te  depend 
upon  the  speed  of  their  respective  officers,  and 
the  offender  be  made  first  to  answer  where  he 
is  first  caught  t 

Suppose,  in  this  case,  when  the  warrant  waa 
isaueo,  the  accused  had  been  found  by  the  Sear- 
geant-at-Arms  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal  t 
Oould  he  have  taken  him  t  Oould  he  have  been 
brought  here  for  trial  t  And  is  there  any  dif- 
ference between  an  offender's  being  actoally 
taken  by  the  marehsl,  and  his  being  liable  to 
betaken] 

And,  thirdly,  the  power  clumed  ia  within 
theprohibitions  of  the  constitution. 

What  are  tjtese  prohibitions  t 

The  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  declares 
that  "  no  person  shall  be  held  to  anawer  for  a 
capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crim&  unless  on 
presentmentorindictmentof  agrandjurr,  ^;" 
nor  shall  any  person  be  subject,  for  the  same 
offence,  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy,  &a.,  "  nor 
be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  with- 
out due  process  of  law." 

What  words  can  be  more  general!  "Ko 
person  shall  he  held  to  answer,"  "  nor  be  de- 
prived of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due 
process  of  law."  Oan  a  man  be  thus  held  to 
answer  here,  and  be  here  deprived  of  life,  liber- 
ty, or  property,  without  violating  this  prohibi- 
tiont  Is  not  the  accused  here  ttins  "held  to 
answer !  "  Is  not  his  liberty  affected  by  this 
proceeding  1  and  is  this  proceeding  tiie  dne 
course  of  Taw? 

If  we  wanted  authority  in  a  matter  so  plain, 
we  may  find  it  in  Lord  EUenboroogh'B  opinion 
in  the  case,  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  There  It  was  urged 
that  these  same  words,  found  in  the  statute  of 
Edward,  that  "no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  life, 
liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of 
law,"  prohibit^  the  power  assumed  by  Par- 
liament, as  it  is  now  assumed  here,  of  summary 
proceedings  for  contempts. 

I  beg  this  honorable  Hoase  to  see  how  his 
lordship  answers  it,  and  to  see  how  impossible 
it  is  for  this  or  any  other  answer  to  evade  tho 
force  of  the  prohibition  here. 
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HeBSfitfaat,  previoDB  totliuBtatutA,tha  Itx 
parliamtntoria,  ^ring  this  power  of  soiiunarj 

C-ooee^ng,  was  in  force,  and  was  part  of  the 
w  of  the  land ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  Uiaaa, 
"  dne  mooeas  of  law,"  applied  as  well  to  the 
law  of  ParllameDt  as  to  ell  otber  law. 

Now,  with  •aa.  qo  snch  answer  can  be  urged 
when  this  prohiiiition  is  ol^eoted,  for  when  oar 
oonstdtnldon  was  adopted,  there  was  no  ancb 
prerioos  law  of  the  land,  and  the  words,  "  due 
process  of  law,"  cotild  onl;  vp^j,  as  Coke  oon- 
sfdered  them  in  the  English  st^uta,  (2d  Jost 
60jl  to  trials  by  indictment  and  jury. 

Look  also  at  the  prorisions  of  the  dzth  arti- 
cle ;  "  In  all  oriminkl  prosecutions,  the  aoonsed 
shall  e^jo/  the  ri^ht  to  a  speedy  and  pablio 
trial,  by  an  impartial  Jn^,  &a. ; "  "  and  to  be 
informed  of  the  natare  and  oanse  of  the  accusa- 
tion— to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesaes 
against  hlm~to  have  compnirary  process  for 
obtcuning  witnesses  in  his  favor — and  to  have 
the  asdatauoe  of  coanael  for  his  defbnoe." 

I  would  ask  whether  any  proBecntion,  any- 
where, in  which  a  man  may  be  found  gnilty 
of  an  mfamons  orime,  or  in  which  his  person 
nay  be  imprisoned,  is  not  "  a  orimioal  proeeon- 
tioo."  If  BO,  are  not  all  these  safegnaras  of  the 
oonstitntion  to  ensure  him  a  fair  trial  seonred 
to  him  f  If  not  so,  if  all  or  any  of  these  safe- 
gaards  are  no  protection  to  a  citizen  accosed 
and  tried  here,  if  he  may  be  tnvA  here  accord- 
ing to  the  disi^ution  of  &e  Iloase,  withont  jory 
or  aoonsataon,  or  witnessee  or  oonnseL  and  the 
oonstitntion  is  noahidd  for  him  here,  tlien  have 
the  framers  of  the  oonstltntioii  of  which  we 
boast,  left  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  GoTenunent,  or  rather  in  one 
bianoh  of  i^  a  power  as  bonndless  and  danger- 
oofl  as  oonld  be  desired  by  a  despot — then  have 
they  taken  puns  to  secnre  the  citizen  ihtm  op- 
piesaion,  from  every  quarter  bat  one.  And  oar 
boaat  most  now  be,  not  that  we  have  a  free 
Govemmmt.  teonring  the  ddzen  from  every 
violation  of  nis  rights,  bat  that  we  have  a  Gov- 
emment,  i£  which  only  one  department  haa  ab- 
•olnte  power  over  our  lires,  libertiee,  and  prop- 
er^ :  whwe  only  one  privileged  order  exists, 
whiui  hu  no  Umits  to  its  power  over  the  oiti- 
nn,  bnt  its  ffiscretion. 

It  fau  been  generally  agreed  that  the  sedition 
law  was  imoonstitntional,  becaoae  it  conf  ioted 
with  the  prohibition  to  pass  any  law  infringing 
.the  liberty  of  the  proas.  Now,  if  Oongress 
were  to  pass  a  law  to  pnnish  contempts,  or  any 
other  onence,  by  depiiving  the  citizen  of  bis 
liberty,  by  a  trial  here  or  dsewhere,  without  a 
jury,  without  dne  process  of  law,  would  not 
encm  a  law  equally  conflict  with  that  prohibi- 
ti<Hi  which  guards  these  rights  from  infHnge- 

Andif  BDch  a  law  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
oonstitntion,  is  not  the  exerdse  of  the  power 
without  a  law  equally  unconst^tionaL 

If  such  a  law  was  passed,  oonld  there  be  a 
donbt  oi  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates  de- 
d^ng  it  to  be  nnoonstitntionsl  and  void  t   And 


gress,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Exeontive,  conld 
not  aooomplish, 

Hy  foorth  and  last  prraosition  ia,  tbat  if  I 

n  wrong  in  all  this,  if  It  is  a  proper  and  ne- 
cessary power,  not  inconsistent  with  the  pow- 
ers expressly  granted  nor  ixintrary  to  the  pro- 
hibitions of  die  constitntion,  bHII  it  is  to  be  ex- 
erdsed  only  in  the  way  prescribed,  that  is,  by 
a  law.  The  ^rant  in  the  sweeping  clause  of  tlw 
constitution  mtended  to  confer  powers  not 
enumerated,  b  to  the  Confreas,  not  to  the 
Houses  separately.  And  it  is  a  power,  not  te 
do,  withoQt  a  law,  what  they  mjiy  deem  neces- 
sary and  proper,  &o.,  but  to  "  pass  all  laws 
neceseory  and  proper,"  &o. 

A  law  then  must  be  paMed,  if  it  be  deemeA 
neoeasary  and  proper,  to  exwcise  Uiis  jnrisdie- 
tion,  pointing  oQt  the  offence,  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  the  punishment.  And  this,  sir,  is 
reasouaUe  as  wdl  as  cnnetitntioiiaL  Witboot 
it  a  man  may  lose  his  liberty  for  an  oSeaoe 
which  he  had  no  meaiH  of  knowing  was  an 
ofibnce,  and  be  exposed  to  a  pmd^ment  of 
which  be  oould  never  have  heard  till  it  waa 
prouonnced.  If  thia  be  not  granny,  irhot  ist 
If  this  be  our  condition,  are  we  fireonen  ) 

I  know  that  in  England  there  have  be^  a«- 


hold  its  ground  there  agunst  Qie  apmt  of  re- 
form now  awakened.  I  have  referred  to  casea 
in  which  it  Is  moiatalned.    We  aee  It  defended 

Blackstone,  (Bl.  Com.  Ist  n\.  Iftl,)  who  ooo- 
riders  it  neoeasary  and  proper  that  sodi  off«aoM 
should  be  punished  withontalawdefiniogtbeBi, 
because  the  definition  woold  enable  offiniden 
to  avoid  the  offences  defined,  and  omnmit 
others.  And  this  is  the  same  writer  who  ooo- 
demns  the  tyranny  of  Caligula  for  having  his 
laws  hnng  up  so  hi^h  that  they  could  sot  be 
reed,  and  then  pontdung  those  who  traoa- 
oressed  them,  ll  it  was  tyranny  in  him  to 
hang  up  his  laws  thus  high,  what  was  it  in  the 
ParliaineDt  he  was  defending  not  to  hang  them 
up  at  all  I  Nay,  to  bury  tJwm  under  the  pilea 
of  their  mnsty  rolls,  whence  they  conM  never  be 
dug  up,  or  to  hide  them  still  more  seeivdy  in 
the  breast  of  Parliament,  until  they  vera 
brought  oat,  aa  occanon  required,  for  nse  I 

8ir,  the  modem  onnotators  on  thia  author 
understand  better  the  rights  of  the  ant^ect.  At 
the  page  which  I  have  qnoted.  may  be  aeen  the 
opioiooB  of  Chnstiao  Araibola  and  Cbitty  upon 
this  defence  of  the  undefined  and  nndefinaUe 
laws  of  privilege— (Ist  Ohitty's  Black.,  {>.  lU.) 
They  condemn  it  as  nqinst  and  oppressive  con- 
trary to  the  rights  of  EngHshmen.  They  de- 
clare that  to  punish  thus  for  offences  which  bo 
previous  law  nad  defined  and  denonnced,  is  ma 
arbitrary  exercise  of  power;  is  puniahmeo^ 
upon  the  universally  rqtroboted  pnneiple  of  a 
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HoKDAT,  April  80. 
Sank  of  M«  {Tnifad  AotM. 

Mr.  Oi.ArtoH  asked  le&ve  to  mabe  a  report 
in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uoited  States ; 
and  leave  faavinE  been  granted, 

Ur.  O^  &om  the  Oommittoe  of  Tisitataon  and 
Ini^uiiT  mto  the  Affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  made  a  report,  and  moved  that, 
withont  being  read,  it  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Honae  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  be  printed. 

[Oa  thia  motion  to  print  the  report  of  the  Beleet 
iDTCatigaUpg  Committee,  an  animated  debate 
*frasi.%  op,  goiDg  into  the  merits  of  the  qoeation : 
In  which  MeMtn.  McDuffle,  Ctajton,  Adams,  Hub- 
bard, Uaiar,  Cambreleog,  Wajne,  WiokliSe,  Wblt- 
tlesey,  Thomaa  of  Uarjland,  R.  U .  Johnion,  and 
Watmoi^  took  pari] 

The  question  was  Aen  pot  on  committing  and 
printing  the  report,  and  agreed  to. 

Hr.  OLaT,  of  Ahtbama,  asked  leave  to  more 
for  the  printing  of  10,000  oopiee  of  the  report. 

The  request  being  objected  to,  he  moved  to 
■Dspend  the  role  to  aDow  him  to  make  the 
motion,  bnt  tlie  Honse  r^e«ted  the  motion, 
(which  reqidres  a  vote  of  two-thirds,)  yeas  BO, 
nays  84. 

TuBsnaT,  Maj  1. 
BmobtUfmary  Pemiimt, 

The  HoQse  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
revolntionar;  peDsion  bilL  The  qowlion  l>eing 
on  the  amenoment  of  Mr.  WioELim,  which 
proposed  to  extend  the  beneflta  of  the  bill  to  all 
who  were  engaged  in  the  Indian  wars  of  the 
West,  down  to  the  year  17B6. 

Mr.  Blub,  of  8.  0.,  moved  to  insert  a  claaae 
to  inolnde  those  ndlitis  who  fought  in  the 
battles  of  King's  Moontoin  and  Gnilford  Coart- 
hoose,  in  North  Carolina,  without  proof  of 
ftarther  service,  and  he  demanded  the  yeaa  and 
naja  on  his  motion,  which,  being  taken,  stood 
— feoB  46,  uflf s  118 ;  so  the  amendment  waa 
r^ected. 

Mr.  LcTOHEB  also  renewed  the  amendment 
which  be  offered  in  comnutt«e  to  inclode  those 
who  fonght  in  the  Indian  wars  tram  1T75  to 
1783 ;  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  inolnde  those  militia  in  the  pro  raUi 
allowance  who  served  three  months,  was  oou- 
cnrred  in  bj  yeas  and  nays — 98  to  73. 

Mr.  Datis,  of  Massachnaetta,  moved  the 
previons  qaesuon,  which  was  carried — fees  91, 
nm60. 

The  mwn  qoestion  was  then  put,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  tjme 
—yeoa  126,  naye  60, 


WaDSBgDAT,  Hay  3. 
BnohMimary  Psntton  B3i. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  revolntionary  pension 
bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Ur.  Wilde  being  abont  to  voto  in  a  manner 
difterent  from  what  he  had  always  formerly 
done,  he  begged  to  explain  the  groonds  on 
which  he  should  do  so.  Ho  was  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  nor  did  be 
mnoh  Direct  to  its  extent:  bnt  he  considered 
the  time  of  ita  introdn^tion  altogether  objec- 
tionable. He  referred  to  the  excited  state  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  large  amoont  of  money 
the  hill  woold  draw  from,  the  Treasury ;  and 
sajd  that  while  the  dark  and  portentous  cloud 
of  the  tariff  discossion  yet  bung  over  the 
conntry,  he  should  be  destitate  of  ul  claims  to 
patriotic  feeling  if  he  should  consent  to  pass 
this  hill  ontil  the  other  most  perplexing  sobjeot 
should  first  have  been  disposed  of.  Not  believ- 
ing that  there  would,  after  that,  remain  time  to 
rwume  the  present  bill  with  any  other  hope  of 
its  passage,  lie  concluded  by  moving  that  the 
farther  comderalion  of  the  bill  he  ind^oitely 
postponed. 

On  that  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 


thst  qi 


being  taken,  stood — yeas  45,  nays 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 

iiassage  of  the  bil^  and,  being  taken,  stood  as 
Allows: 

Yus. — Hessn.  Adams,  AUison,  Anderson,  An- 
gel, Appleton,  Arnold,  AahUy,  Banks,  N.  Bar- 
ber, Barringer,  Banitaw,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Juiibs 
Bates,  Beatdslej,  Bethune,  Boon,  Bouck,  Briggs, 
John  Brodheid,  John  C.  Brodhead,  Bucber,  BuUard, 
Barges,  Cahoon,  Cuntireleng,  Carr,  Collier,  Lewis 
Conilict,  Silas  Condit,  £leutheroB  Cooke,  Bates 
Cooke,  Cooper,  Conrin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Dayan,  Denoj,  De- 
wart,  Dickson,  Doddridge,  Doubleday,  Dnnoan, 
BUavortb,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  iltigerald.  Ford,  Gaither, 
GUmore,  Grennell,  Hammocs,  Eaiper,  Eawea, 
Beister,  Hodges,  Hogan,  Holland,  Horn,  Hubbard, 
Hughes,  HontingloD,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Jarvis, 
Jewett,  Kchard  U.  Jobnson,  Kavanagh,  Kendall, 


Mercer,  HiUigan,  George  E.  Hitchell,  Uuhlenbeix 
Newton,  Pearce,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Potts,  Randolph, 
John  Reed,  E.  C.  Reed,  Bemmes,  Slade,  Smith, 
Boole,  Boutbard,  Spence,  Stephens,Stewart,Buther- 
laod,  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  John  liiomsoo, 
Tracy,  Varplanck,  Wardwell,  Waahington,  Wat- 
mouah.  Weeks,  Wheeler,  EUaha  Whittlesey,  Freder- 
rhittlesey,  Edward  D.  While,  Wickliffe,  Wil- 


Bonldin,  Uhlnn,  dalbome.  Clay,  Clavton,  Coke, 
Conner,  Craig,  Davenport,  Warren  B.  Davis,  Dray- 
ton, Felder,  Foster,  Gordon,  Grifflo,  T.  H.  Hall,  W. 
Hall,  Hawkins,  Irvin,  Charles  C.  Johnston,  Lamar, 
Lewis,  Ifardls,  Usson,  If cDuffle,  McKay,  Hewnan, 
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pUT,  lS3t 


NuckoUi,  FKltoo,  Plammer,  Polk,  Bouie,  Knmel, 
Spe^ht,  SUDberr7,  Studifer,  Froncli  ThomM, 
VOej  TbompsoQ,  Tuwe,  Wajne,  Worthiogton — 


HoNDAT,  May  Y. 
Peit  OfflM  ConineU,  Se. 

The  following  resolatioo,  offered  aome  dajs 
■go  by  Ur.  Etebitt,  came  up : 

Raol'Btd,  ThU  the  Postmuter  GoMral  be  direct- 
ed to  truumit  to  tlu8  Book  e  copy  of  the  contract* 
kiely  made  by  him  with  True  ftod  Oreene,  eod  Hill 
knd  B*rtOD,  for  printing  Post  Office  blaiiki ;  uid 
also  a  copy  of  Uie  coDtntct  tnade  with  ESmeon  Ide, 
ibr  the  same  porpoee,  In  1827;  Ktd  elao  to  state 
whether  propoaali  were  publinhed  for  a^d  contracta, 
end  the  amount  paid  under  «aid  contraots. 

Ur.  Blub,  of  Sonth  OarolioA,  moved  to  lay 
the  rraolatiott  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Eterstt,  of  Vermont,  rose  to  state  the 
gronnda  on  which  he  had  offered  the  resoln- 
tion.  Is  1837,  the  contract  for  printing  Post 
Office  blanlu  was  given  to  the  lovest  bidder. 
On  proTKHals  pnbli^ed  by  the  department,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  seguon.  hie  attentioD  waa 
called  to  the  anhject  by  a  letter  fW)m  one  of 
his  conatitnen^  reqneating  him  to  aaoortaia 
when  tlie  proposals  for  the  contract  for  the 
enanlog  four  years  wonld  be  pobliahed ;  and 
that,  on  application  to  the  department,  he  was 
Informed  that  CMitracts  had  already  been  made 
with  Hill  and  Barton,  and  Tme  and  Greene. 
Of  the  nature  of  th&i  contract,  whetlter  benefi- 
ual  or  not,  he  was  cot  informed.  He  was 
advised  that  proposals  had  been  made  to  the 
department  at  lower  rates  than  the  tbrmer  con- 
troota.  That  when  the  department  thought 
proper  to  ohango  the  m6de  of  making  a  con- 
traot  of  this  tnognitade,  it  was  proper  the  Honse 
shonld  know  it ;  and  if  any  evil  had  resnlted 
from  it,  It  tnight  be  provided  agunst  by  l^ia- 
lotion. 

Hr  Spboht  mi^ested  that  tie  gentlemaii 
might  aooomplish  nu  olijjeot  by  rimpTy  requir- 
ing the  Postmaster  General  to  state  whether 
the  practice  of  the  department  at  present  was 
different  (torn  what  it  had  been  formerly.  The 
call  in  its  present  shape  mast  prodnce  a  very 
TolnminODs  report,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was 
wholly  noneoessary. 

Mr.  B.  M.  JoHKsoN  said  that  it  was  proper 
for  him  to  state  that  the  practice  of  the  depart- 
ment hod  been  perfectly  uniform  on  the  ealiject 
of  these  contracts.  There  was  no  law  requiring 
them  to  be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder.  The 
usual  mode  had  been  for  the  department  to  fix 
the  price  of  the  supplies  it  noeded;  end  to 
avoid  the  delay  and  trouble  of  carrying  them 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  the 
eontracts  were  poroelled  ont  m  difibrent  parts 
of  the  Union.    Mr.  J.  B«d  he  bad  no  objeoti 


to  the  uiqnir;  proposed,  except  on  aoooant  of 
the  unneoeasaij  labor  to  which  it  wonld  pat 
the  department  It  was  extremely  inooDTea- 
tent  to  have  the  clerks  taken  from  the  rmilir 
course  of  their  oocnpations  to  answer  calls  of 
this  kind,  which,  after  great  time  and  tioabla 
had  been  spent  np<m  them,  for  the  most  part 
issued  in  nothing. 

In  reply  to  the  gentlemui  from  North  Ctnv 
lina,  (Mr.  Si'Siohy,)  and  tram  Eentucky,  (Mr. 
Johnson,)  Mr.  Evrbbtt  stated  that  the  reply  of 
the  department  could  not  require  much  tune, 
all  the  papers  called  for  bein^  merely  copies  of 
the  contracts,  the  offers  of  mdlvidnah^  and  s 
statement  of  the  quantity  of  patera,  Ac.,  pud 
for.  That  though  it  was  true  there  wosno^w 
directing  the  department  to  advertise  for  the 
contract,  yet  the  gentleman  was  mistakeD  ia 
supposing  it  had  been  the  practice  of  thst  depart- 
ment to  make  private  contracts  for  their  print- 
ing. That,  in  1B27,  the  department  did  adier- 
tise:  how  the  practice  had  been  before  thst 
time,  he  was  not  informed. 

Mr.  WHiTTLXSBr  was  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion, bnt  he  wished  a  much  more  extended  in- 
quiry goneintoinreference  to  theaffainofil^ 
department  of  the  Government.  GentlemCD 
who  support  the  Administration  had  made  the 
most  frank  and  liberal  professions  (and  none 
conld  be  more  r^oiced  at  witnessing  themthca 
himself)  that  they  were  ready  and  willing  to  w 
into  such  an  inquiry,  if  any  genUeman  woud 
rise  in  bis  place  and  say  that  he  had  reason  lo 
believe  that  there  was  mismanagement  in  iny 
part  of  the  afiurs  of  the  Govenunent.  Vr.  W.  , 
swd  he  was  one  who  did  believe,  and  had  long 
been  onder  the  belief,  that  veij  gross  mis- 
management did  exist  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment ;  and  he  was  desirous  of  availing  Uins^ 
of  the  frank  offers  that  had  been  made  to  intro- 
duce the  resolntiou  be  had  offered,  propon'u  a 
more  extended  inqniry  than  that  contained  ia 
the  resolution  just  o&red  by  the  gentkinMi 
from  Vermont;  and  he  hoped  that  the  honor 
able  gentleman  from  Kentncky,  (Mr.  Jobmos,) 
at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Oommitt«ts  witli 
whose  liberality  of  oondnot  and  feeling  every 
one  was  acquainted,  wonld  extend  the  sum 
indulgence  to  on  inqntry  of  this  Bnd,  which  be 
bad  done  in  so  prompt  and  ample  a  manner  on 
a  late  ocoosion.  [When  on  the  Bank  CMn- 
mittee.] 

As  to  the  Ubor  that  might  be  neeMwr  to 
answer  the  call,  he  considered  that  s  matter  of 
very  small  comparative  importonoe.  If  the 
aff^rs  of  the  department  were  going  wrong,  tha 
Honse  ought  to  know  it ;  but  if  tSey  were  aD 
conducted  with  fMrneas  and  jiropriety,  the 
inquiry  would  afford  an  opportaoity  for  making 
a»Bt  fiict  known  to  the  Hoose  and  to  the  oaiiori. 
He  then  moved  to  strike  ont  the  whole  of  the 
motion  now  before  the  House,  and  insert  a 
proposition  for  the  appointment  of  a  ooniBiiKM 
to  examine  the  present  condition  of  Ibe  P^ 
Office  Department,  Ac  io,  with  power  to  seoa 
tac  persoiu  oud  papera 
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Ur. 

gentlen 

single  oontroot— 'an  inqnir?  into  which  he  pre- 
snmed  no  one  would  moke  taj  opposition; 
and  now  to  sncb  a  resolntioa  die  geDtlem&n 
wished  to  append  an  amendment,  goins  to  pro- 
pose an  inqnirj  into  the  whole  aaminutration 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  this  withoat 
the  allegation  of  a  single  lact  Only  on  the 
belief  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the  Honse 
was  called  to  cast  a  shade  over  the  repotstion 
of  one  of  the  best  officers  that  ever  existed  in 
toy  QoveramenL  The  gentleman  would  prob- 
atdf  9&J  that  snch  was  not  his  intention  in 
offering  the  amendment,  hnt  Mr.  0.  knew  too 
well  that  an  inquiry  of  this  kind  could  be 
wielded  with  some  effect  at  the  approaching 
election ;  and  if  it  shoold  be  gone  into,  be  would 
Tentore  to  predict  that  it  woold  be  so  uaed. 
Why  were  committees  of  inreBtigatJon  ever 
appointed?  It  was  only  when  some  disease 
was  believed  to  lark  beneath  the  snrfaoe  wLioh 
required  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom.  Bat 
would  that  House  institnte  a  Committee  of 
Inveatigatioa  without  any  charge  being  first 
made  t  On  what  should  snch  an  investigation 
be  based !  It  shonld  always  be  preceded  by 
the  aliegatioQ  of  some  specific  fact  of  malver- 
sation.  If  Ur.  0.  should  see  that,  he  pledged 
blmMlf  to  vote  for  the  inquiry ;  but  he  oould 
not  consent  that  the  money  of  the  people 
should  be  consumed  on  such  an  investJgation, 
without  some  distinct  groond  to  believe  that 
something  was  wrong.  Besides,  at  this  lata 
stage  of  tne  session,  could  the  gentleman  believe 
that  such  an  investigation^  if  gone  into,  could 
possibly  be  completed  ?  Did  he  remember  that 
they  were  withw  four  weeks  of  the  usual  ter- 
mination of  the  session  ?  The  gentleman  said 
that  the  groDuds  of  his  amendment  bod  long 
been  in  hia  mind ;  if  so,  why  did  he  not  sooner 
bring  them  forward  I  Believing  that  no  good 
could  grow  ont  of  the  proposed  inqairy,  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  Qovermnent  had  some 
character  to  be  preserved,  he  should  v(^  agunst 
the  amendment. 

Ur.  B.  U.  JoaifsoEi  had  not  expected  such  a 
snbstitate  to  be  offered  by  any  member  of  the 
House,  certainly  not  by  a  gentleman  who,  like 
himself  was  entitled  to  be  called  a  working 
member ;  a  gentleman,  too,  who  had  told  him  in 
conversation,  and  had  told  the  House  in  debate, 
that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  call  up  any 
more  of  those  useful  bills  for  private  relief,  of 
which  not  less  than  three  hundred  remained 
still  anacted  noon.  Though  the  horkorable 
gentiaman  had  labored  in  the  preparation 
of  those  bills,  still  it  was  now  so  Iat«  in  the 
session  that  the  gentleman  had  abandoned 
them  in  despair.  Kow,  however,  the  genUe- 
man  seemed  to  wish  to  get  up  a  dost.  The 
House,  he  presumed,  bad  not  dust  enough 
already.  There  were  not  enoagh  of  exciting 
iohjeota  before  it.    The  Bank  of  the  United 


Statea— the  trial  which  was  abortly  to  be  re- 
sumed— the  tariff'-— the  apportionment  bill — the 
bill  for  interval  improvements — all  these  were 
not  sufficient.  The  gentieman  wanted  a  com* 
mittee  got  up,  who  sboDld  inanire  into  matters 
and  things  in  general,  althongn  a  similar  com- 
mittee, appointed  by  another  branch  of  the 
Logislatnre,  had  (pven  up  the  case  in  despair, 
alter  getting  pretty  near  a  cart-load  of  doca- 
ments.  Mr.  J.  said  be  felt,  and  ^ways  showed 
so  much  respect  for  the  very  worthy  gentleman 
as  the  chairman  of  one  of  the  working  commit- 
tees of  the  House,  and  for  the  committee  over 
which  he  presided,  that  he  really  thongbt  the 
honorable  member  might  show  some  little  re- 

Seot,  in  retnm,  to  him,  and  to  the  Post  Office 
iDunittee.  The  gentieman  seemed  to  wirii  to 
rasee  him;  bnt  how  would  he  look  when  he 
was  razeed,  and  set  to  act  as  a  lieutenant  only 
in  a  committee  that  was  inquiring  into  the 
affairs  of  the  Post  Office,  with  hia  honorable 
Mend  at  the  bead  of  it  as  the  ohairman  f  He 
wonld,  however,  make  a  proposal  to  the  gentie- 
If  the  worthy  member  would  postpone 


tenant,  and  then  they  would  see  which  would 
outdo  the  other  as  a  working  man  in  prose- 
cuting the  inquiry  to  its  oonanmmation. 

Cote  o/Samwl  ff<nuton—Mr.  SmuUnCtD^enet. 

The  hour  of  twelve,  appointed  for  a  farther 
hearing  of  the  case  of  Sunnel  Honston  for  an 
alleged  breach  of  privilege,  having  arrived,  the 
accused  was  brought  to  the  bar;  when  be  rose, 
and  addressed  t^e  Hoase  in  hia  own  def«ice  as 
fbllowa : 

lb".  Speaker:  Arraigned  for  the  first  time  in 
my  Ufa,  on  a  charge  of  violating  the  laws  of 
my  country,  I  tefi\  aU  that  embarrassment  which 
my  peculiar  situation  is  calculated  to  inspire. 
Though  I  have  been  defended  by  able  and  en- 
lightened counsel,  possessing  intellect  of  the 
very  higheet  order,  embellished,  too,  by  all  that 
science  and  literature  can  bestow,  yet  it  seema 
proper  that,  nnder  such  circumstances,  I  shonld 
be  beard  in  my  own  vindication. 

The  charge  which  has  been  preferred  against 
me  is  one  of  no  ordinary  character.  If  I  shall 
be  convicted  of  having  acted  from  the  motive 
alleged  by  my  accuser,  lasting  infamy  mast  be 
the  necessary  oonseqnenoe. 

To  my  apprehension,  the  darkest  dnogeona 
of  this  Qovemment,  with  all  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  treason,  present  a  trifling  considera- 
tion when  comparM  with  that  load  of  infamy 
which,  under  such  oircnmstancesj  most  attach 
itself  forever  to  my  name. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  charge?  I  am 
accused  of  lying  in  wait,  for  the  purpose  of 
depriving  a  fellow-man  of  the  efficient  use  of 
his  person,  if  not  of  existence  itself.  Sir,  can 
there  be  a  greater  crime  ?  Who,  but  a  wretch 
nnworthy  of  the  name  of  man,  could  ever  be 
guilty  of  it  t  I  disclaim,  utterly,  every  motive 
onwortliy  of  an  honorable  man.      U,  when 
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deep];  wronged,  I  bftve  followed  the  generous 
impdee  of  mj  heart,  and  have  thns  -vioUted 
the  laws  of  mr  ooontiT',  or  trespassed  od  the 
prerogativea  of  this  honorable  bodj,  I  am  will- 
W  to  be  held  to  my  responsibUitj  for  so 
doing.  "So  man  hu  more  respect  for  this 
bodj,  and  its  rights  and  privileges,  NeTer  can 
I  forget  the  associations  connected  with  this 
Hall.  Never  can  I  lose  tlie  remembrance  of 
that  pride  of  heart  which  swelled  my  bosom 
when  finding  myself,  for  tlie  first  time,  enjoj- 
ing  those  privileges,  and  exercising  those  rights, 
aa  one  of  the  repreaentativea  of  the  American 
people.  Whatever  may  have  Twen  the  political 
oollieion  in  which  I  was  occasionally  involved, 
whatever  diversity  of  feelings  may  have  for  a 
moioeiit  separated  me  fh>Di  some  of  my  aseo- 
caates,  they  have  never  been  able  to  take  away 
that  respect,  for  the  collective  body  which  I 
have  ever  proudly  cherished.  The  personal 
asgociattons  I  have  enjoyed  with  many  of  those 
I  now  see  aroond  me,  I  ahall  ever  remember 
with  the  kindest  feelings.  None  of  these 
things,  however,  are  to  operate  as  the  smallest 
extonnation  of  my  offence  that  shall  be  proved 
against  me.  All  I  demand  ia,  that  my  actions 
may  be  pursued  to  the  motives  which  gave 
t^em  birth.  Thongh  it  may  have  been  alleged 
Qiat  I  am  "  a  man  of  broken  fortoae  and  blasted 
repatatioD,"  I  never  can  forget  that  reputation, 
however  limited,  is  the  high  boon  of  heaven. 
Perhaps  the  dronmstances  of  adveruty,  by 
which  I  have  been  omsbed,  have  made  me  cling 
to  the  little  rem^s  of  it  which  I  still  possess, 
and  to  cherish  them  with  the  greater  fondness. 
Though  the  ploo^ishare  of  min  has  been 
driving  over  me,  and  lud  waste  my  brightest 
hopea,  yet  I  am  prond  to  think  that,  nnder  all 
droumstanoes,  I  have  endeavored  to  sust^a  the 
laws  of  my  oonntry,  and  to  support  her  instita- 
tiona.  Whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  gen- 
tlemen in  relation  to  these  matters,  J  am  here 
to  be  tried  for  a  substantive  offence,  diacon- 
ne«ted  entirely  with  my  former  life  or  drcom- 
stoDcea.  I  have  only  to  say  to  those  who 
rebuke  me,  at  the  time  when  they  see  adveruty 
sorely  pressing  upon  me,  for  myself 

"  I  seek  DO  sympathies  nor  need ; 
The  thorns  which  I  We  reaped  are  of  the  tree 
I  {Wanted;  they  have  torn  me,  and  I  bleed." 

In  support  of  the  charge  on  which  I  am 
here  arraigned,  I  ask,  wl^t  facts  have  been 
adduced  to  prove  eitner  mv  motive  or  my 
course  of  actiont  I  am  well  aware  that  this 
honorable  body,  in  the  incipient  stages  of  this 
nrosecntion,  acted  under  the  allegation  that  I 
bad  been  guilty  of  a  very  great  ontrage — that  I 
had  been  lying  in  wait,  and  had  been  guilty 
of  an  attack  npon  an  nnarmed  and  helpless 

Sir,  had  I  contemplated  any  such  attack,  I 
shonld  have  been  prepared  for  the  purpose. 
Had  I  thought  it  posrible  that,  in  walking  on 
that  avenue,  I  was  to  meet  an  individual  who 
had  aught  agfunst  me,  and  waadisposed  to  re- 


peotedly  on  my  part,  and  nnder  einnunstaooes 
of  provocation,  such  as  I  am  well  persuaded  do 
member  of  this  body  woold  ever  brook.  Did  1 
attack  him  without  previona  challenge  I  Nix 
Did  I  not  apprise  him  that  I  was  the  mdiridnil 
be  had  iqjnred  t  He  had  ample  time  to  pIsM 
his  hand  upon  his  arma,  which  he  did  1  I  wsa 
unarmed.  Sir,  has  this  the  semblance  of 
asaassination  ?  However  colpable  my  conduct 
may,  by  some,  be  oonsidered,  the  crime  of  lying 
in  wut  bad  Ita  existence  only  in  the  uns^nt- 
tion  of  my  accuser.  The  honorable  SenaUr 
from  KisBonri  (Ur.  Buokdkb)  baa  testified  to 
the  House  that  I  was  not  apprised  beforehand 
'  ~  such  meeting — that  it  waa  purely  ud- 
,  and  wholly  unexpected — that  the  actioii 
took  place  under  a  heated  state  of  feeling,  sod 
was  prompted  by  his  arraigning  me,  before  this 
honorable  body,  and  hia  snbseqnent  onlngea 
npon  my  feeling  and  character  I 

It  has  been  said  by  my  aoonser  that  the  attack 
made  npon  him  waa  for  words  uttered  in  his 
lace.  It  is  true  that  be  had  laid  before  the 
iouse  a  charge  of  corruption,  inwhicbmyaiiiie 
was  implicated ;  but  it  was  not  for  the  words  he 
uttered  here  that  I  asaailed  him.  It  was  for 
publishing  in  the  IntelligeiwjBr  libellous  matter, 
to  my  injury  ;  such  aa  no  member  of  this  honor- 
able court,  who  is  consoious  of  the  rights  of  ta 
American  dtizen,  would  ever  tamely  submit  id. 
It  was  for  a  false  and  libellons  matter,  publiibed 
"in  anticipation  of  its  r^nlar  place"  in  tbe 
debates  of  this  House.  After  having  been 
"  blasted "  by  the  stroke  of  adversity,  sad 
hunted  from  society  as  an  ontlaw,  to  be  now 
libelled  for  corruption  and  charged  with  ttvA 
npon  the  Government  is  too  much  to  eaderel 
Ck>nld  the  human  mind  brook  it  ?  Conld  I  nb- 
mit  to  this,  I  should  indeed  think  that  I  «u  * 
man  not  only  of  "broken  fbrtune,"  but  of 
"  blasted  reputation."  It  ia  well  known  that  a 
private  citizen  has  no  opportunity  of  refd;  to 
an  attack  that  may  be  maoe  npon  him  on  iliii 
floor.  It  was  for  the  publication  of  mch  so 
attack — for  the  publication  of  a  charge  wV\A 
has  here  been  disproven,  inasmuch  as  no  Uf&- 
mony  has  been  adduced  to  support  it.  It  wu 
for  this  that  I  assailed  the  member ;  and  I  noT 
assert  that  this  charge  ia  groundless.  The 
proof  has  ffuled.  The  proof  was  <hi  him.  I 
was  not  called  on  to  prove  a  negstlTe^  thim^I 
was  prepared  to  do  it  Ailer  an  attack  Uke 
this  had  been  made  ou  my  good  noma,  with  ill 
that  respect  for  the  privileges  of  this  Hocne 
which  I  have  ever  fdt,  and  which  arises  from 
lie  convictjon  that  they  have  been  inlnwtedlo 
it  for  the  pablio  sood ;  although  I  ocuMderM 
the  publication  fiuse  and  libeUons,  I  was  in- 
duced, by  my  beat  reapeot  for  this  body,  ^'^^ 
look  npon  him  as  a  pnvate  indiridool  vho  hid 
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wronged  me,  bat  u  a  member  of  tbla  House. 
I  tb^efore  addrwsed  to  tiim  a  note.  It  was 
my  privilwe  to  do  bo.  However  bnmble  I 
lattj  be,  and  bowerer  blasted  in  the  estimation 
of  some  gentlemeiL  it  was  still  mj  privilege,  in 
OommoD  with  tbe  hatnbtest  oitiieii  that  treads 
American  soil,  to  address  on  inqnirf  to  tbe 
boDorable  member.  I  asked  of  him,  respect- 
fnlly,  and  in  language  to  wbicb  none  can  ob- 
ject, wbetber  that  pablication  was  hia,  and 
mider  wbat  drcamstBccea  it  bad  been  made. 
Sir,  he  did  not  deign  to  reply ;  but,  proceeding 
on  bis  own  aseaiuption  tnat  I  was  a  man  of 
"  blasted  repntation,"  be  would  not  oondeaoend, 
nor  even  stoop  from  the  lofty  height  of  his 
offidal  dignity,  to  notice  me,  a  mere  private 
individual.  The  terms  in  which  he  concned  his 
reftmal  were  of  the  most  insulting  character. 
He  declared  that  I  had  no  right,  after  all  that 
he  had  Bi^d,  to  make  even  a  reqneet  for  explana- 
tion. This  was  assmnine  higher  gronnd  than 
that  of  his  privilege.  It  is  the  right  of  all~-of 
the  lowest  and  the  bnmblest — to  reqnest  an 
explanation  where  they  are  personaUy  con- 
cerned. Bat  this  was  denied  me.  That  nni- 
versal  right  of  petition  which  is  guarantied  by 
the  coDstitntion  to  all  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  on  which  right  my  application  was 
based  —  this  common,  this  sacred,  this  wise, 
indefeasible  privilege,  was  refused  to  an  Ameri- 
can oitizeo.  What  indignation  wonld  sncb  a 
refnaal  excite  in  every  manly  bosom  t  It  was, 
in  Hnbstance,  saying*  to  me,  although  I  have 
iitjored  yon  withont  provocation,  and  in  the 
moat  pnlilio  manner,  yon  have  no  right  to 
taqnire  any  thing  about  it,  and  I  shall  eontinne 
to  do  the  same  thing  till  yonr  reputation  is 
oompletely  degraded  and  snnk. 

Of  the  nature  of  the  accnsatien,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  snstdned  it,  I  need  not 
remind  this  honorable  conrt.  Uy  acoaser  de- 
clared, in  reply  to  the  first  interrogatory  put  to 
him,  tnat  it  bad  not  been  bis  object  to  hnpnte  a 
frand.  On  sfterthonght,  however,  he  changed 
his  portion,  and  avowed  his  belief  that  I  was  a 
guilty  man.  Still  relentiess,  still  resolved  to 
sacrifice  his  victim,  he  bore  down  upon  him 
with  all  the  weight  of  his  official  station.  Al- 
though the  individnal  had  withdrawn  himself 
from  civilized  society,  still  he  most  be  pnrsned, 
and  banted,  and  blasted  I  With  what  I  With 
tmtlt!  With  fact*  No.  With  snrmises— 
with  saspicions — with  hearsays,  and  affidavits. 
Bat  did  these  proofs,  such  as  they  were,  exist 
at  the  time  his  acensation  was  made  t  Not  at 
all.  He  made  the  charge  on  a  mere  vagoe  rn- 
mor ;  bnt,  as  a  means  of  inflicting  a  more  dead- 
ly stab,  he  gave  la  the  names  of  men  who  had 
discWmed  tbe  truth  of  their  own  declarations 
— names  of  which  I  need  not  say  mnch. 

I  am  not  cnrions  to  speculate  mnch  on  the 
affidavit  which  has  been  prodnced  to  the  House 
— a  matter  which,  in  its  origin,  for  the  honor 
of  all  concerned,  had  better  been  left  to  sleep 
Id  oblivion — a  matter  conceived  in  malic^  ma- 
tared  in  corruption  and  penary,  and  introduced 
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here  in  a  manner  most  mysterious.  He  who 
made  the  affidavit  instantiy  fled.  I  tnut  he 
may  be  tbe  scap^oat  who  will  bear  the  sins  of 
his  association  id  this  transaction  to  the  wilder- 
ness. It  wonld  be  tmnecessary  for  me  to  dweQ 
longer  on  tbe  sul^ect  of  this  affidavit — the  time 
at  which  it  was  obtained — the  circnmstances 
which  preceded,  attended,  and  those  which  fol- 
lowed It  When  the  individnal  sought  to  insin- 
oate  himself  into  my  fevor,  after  having  pre- 
viously injured  me,  when  he  soaght  my  for- 
giveness for  past  offences,  I  fijrgava  him  gen- 
erously :  and  this  is  the  reqaltal  1 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  be  insenuble  to  the 
situation  I  occupy  before  this  honorable  court 
— a  sitnatlon  well  calculated  to  inspire  alarm 
and  solicitude  on  my  part.  In  the  nature  rf 
the  accnsation,  there  is  matter  cognizable  in 
the  courts  of  the  country.  I  am  arrtfgned 
here  for  tbe  offence  of  having  redreseed  a  per- 
sonal wrong.  I  am  charged  with  not  having 
respected  the  rights  of  this  House ;  yet  I  am  not 
allowed  the  jndgment  of  my  peers.  I  nan  claim 
no  equality  with  the  honorable  members  of  this 
House,  whom  I  see  around  me,  Their  station 
has  raised  them  far  above  me.  I  sm  only  a 
private  citizen.  Thus  dtusted,  who  are  to  be 
my  Judges!  Those  who  form  a  party  to  this 
accusation.  How  unequal  the  contest  I  and 
how  hopeless  mnst  innocence  itself  be,  if  such 
a  court  were  pleased  to  demand  a  victim  I  I 
know  there  is  no  such  purpose  here.  The 
honor  as  well  as  the  integrity  of  gentlemen 
wonld  withhold  them  from  it.  But,  behold 
the  influence  which  may  be  exerted  against 
me  I  I  see  no  Jndge  upon  the  bench,  with 
power  to  instruct  the  jury  as  to  the  law  of  the 
case ;  I  see  no  accuser,  and  no  accnsed,  stand- 
ing ^de  by  side  before  that  Judge  I  I  am  ar- 
raigned before  a  court  which  is  standing  on  its 
own  privileges — which  arraigns  me  in  its  ovrn 
case.  And  thus  situated,  I  am'  tried  for  the 
commission  of  a  most  fiwrant  crime — for  In- 
sulting the  whole  American  people,  in  the 
person  of  one  of  the  members  of  this  body. 
Yet  I  have  violated  no  law,  I  have  tranffiressed 
no  precept  known  to  the  people  of  this  land. 
If  I  have  violated  any  privilege,  that  privilege 
must  be  somewhere  declared.  If  it  exists  at 
all,  it  lies  as  a  little  spark  deeply  covered ;  not 
even  the  smoke  of  it  baa  appeared.     It  ia  a 

E'vilege  ivhich  the  American  people  do  not 
ow ;  aud  I  demand,  on  their  behalf,  to  know 
what  it  is.  I  shall  bow  to  that  privil^^  when 
it  shall  have  been  defined,  and  when  It  ahall 
have  become  constitutional,  b^  the  people's  ac- 
quiescence. Bnt  where  there  is  no  law,  there  ia 
no  transgression.  I  admit  that  the  members  of 
this  House  have  privil^es,  and  that  their  per- 
sons ought  to  be  protected,  because  they  rep- 
resent citizens  of  this  republic.  On  those  miv< 
lieges  I  should  be  the  last  to  encroach.  But 
when  a  member  of  this  House  places  himself 
out  of  the  protection  of  this  privilege  b^  tres- 
passing on  my  rights,  I  shall  view  him  in  hia 
individnal  capacity,  and  deal  with  him  ta  witb 
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ftiij  other  privBtA  man.  Bat  I  will  nsTer  tres- 
pWB  oa  tae  privileges  of  this  Hodm;  I  will 
Dever  assail  a  member  of  this  House,  while  he 
i«preseiita  the  Amerioan  people;  nor  will  I 
encroach  ou  an;  prfvil^e  which  belongs  to 
gentlemen  as  sadi.  I  ne«d  not  aaj  that  there 
exist,  in  this  Qovemment,  three  distinct  co- 
ordinate branches.  Ererj  gentleman  knows 
what  the;  are.  And,  in  respect  to  one  of 
them,  Congress  have  declared  what  shall,  and 
what  shall  not,  be  considered  as  a  contempt. 
The;  have  declared  that  a  jn^ge  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  the  dnties  of  his  office ;  bat,  when  he 
steps  from  the  high  fanction  of  administering 
the  laws  enacted  by  this  bod;,  and  its  co-ordi- 
nate branches;  when  he  leaves  the  mdicial 
■eat,  and  lays  aside  the  Judicial  robes,  tnon  his 
privil^e  ceases.  If,  then,  we  mar  reason  fWim 
analog;,  in  dednctng  the  rights  of  this  bod;,  it 
seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the;  do  not 
transcend  those  of  a  oo-ordinate  branch  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  if  not,  then  it  is  idle  to  sa;  that, 
when  this  bod;  has  adjonmad,  its  members  re- 
main under  the  protection  of  their  privilege, 
and  that  it  goes  with  a  member,  and  remains 
with  him,  while  ontrsgijig  the  rights  of  citizens. 

Where  Ifi  the  privilege  t  Show  it  to  me,  that 
I  ma;  obe;  the  law.  I  am  told  that  it  is  nnde- 
flned  and  nndeflnable,  and  that  it  is  to  be  regn- 
tat«d  b;  ;oDr  discretion  alone.  If  saoh  a  dis- 
cretion is  in  ;onr  hand,  the  power  of  punish- 
ment mnst  extend  to  life  itseli^  and  that  over  s 
man  who  has  not,  in  an;  wa;,  iatermpted  ;onr 
deUberationa.  If  ;oQ  can  arrest  him,  yon  ma; 
not  onl;  fine  him,  and  imprison  him,  bnt  ;on 
ma;  InSiot  apon  him  tortnre  and  death.  Sir, 
tyrants  have  made  laws,  and,  in  enacting  them, 
have  had  no  regard  to  gradnating  them  in  pro- 
portion to  the  offences  pnnishabte.  B;  one 
of  these  t;rants  all  offenses  were  made  capital. 
I}raco  determined  that,  for  a  small  offence,  a 
Mtizen  deserved  death ;  and,  as  nothing  more 
than  death  could  be  implicated  for  the  greatest, 
the  pnnishment  of  all  crimes  became  equal.  If 
this  body  will  publish  its  privileges,  and  grad- 
uate its  pnnishments,  then  we  shall  know  what 
to  fbar,  and  how  to  avoid  transgression,  [CaUg- 
nla  enacted  laws :  they  were  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regulating  his  subjeots,  but  of  entrai- 
ning them.  He  might  as  well  not  have  exerted 
nb  legislative  power,  but  left  his  action  solel; 
to  the  government  of  his  wanton  caprioe.  Bnt 
be  was  adjudged  a  tyrant  and  a  monster  for 
punishing  men  for  transgressing  a  taw  which 
they  could  not  know.  For  it  is  the  conscience 
and  motive  of  men  which  alone  pve  turpitude 
to  their  aolJons. 

The  gronnd  has  been  asanmed  b;  some  gen- 
tlemen, that,  if  the  Eonse  n^lected  to  pnoish 
in  each  a  case  as  the  present.  Its  legislation 
might  be  exposed  to  danger;  that  companies 
might  be  organized — conspiracies  formed — and 
mobs  collected,  and  thns  the  measoree  of  the 
House  be  effectnally  controlled.  Sir,  I  mnst 
enter  m;  protest  agidnst  the  application  of  an; 
Buoh  aignment  to  mjaeit.    Vj  dispodtion  baa 


never  been  Actions,  my  oondnet  obetnoeros^ 
nor  m;  feelings  malignant.  It  is  sud  thit 
honorable  gentlemen  most  be  protected.  1 
grant  it.  I  would  fkU  in  the  first  ditch  wboi 
their  persoos  were  aawled.  I  would  be  tba 
last  to  enlrenoh  myself  behind  it.  I  fed  Ihit, 
as  a  patriot,  it  would  be  m;  neatest  ^tj  to 
defend  their  privilegea  as  sacred :  bnt  let  it  aot 
be  forgotten  tiiat  t£a  dtiten,  however  otMu^ 
and  however  mined  in  fortnne,  has  priiilifei 
too.  It  is  his  privilege  to  earn  and  to  wear  u 
honest  name — to  deserve  and  to  etgaj  t  ipX- 
less  reputation.  Thia  ia  thejuondeetoraimot 
that  an;  man  can  wear,  and  it  is  one  that  erety 
Amerioan  citizen  on^t  to  press  tendeii;  tcli^ 
heart ;  nor  shoold  his  arm  ever  hang  nerrdoa 
b;  his  side  when  this  sacred,  brighteat  jevd  ii 
assailed.  When  a  member  of  this  Eooa^  in- 
trenched in  his  privilege,  brands  a  private  cit- 
izen, in  the  &oe  of  the  whole  natioo,  at  afrud- 
ulent  vilhun,  he  forgata  the  dignity  <rf  hia  tta- 
tion,  and  renders  himself  answerable  to  tlM 
par^  aggrieved.  Are  honorable  gentlenMO  t» 
send    araoad   their  oalumn' 


means  to  ii\jure  the  citizens  f  If  gentknitn 
disregard  the  ordinary  rales  of  decorum,  md 
use,  in  their  place,  language  injurious  to  laiii- 
viduals,  can  the;  expect  to  be  protected  by 

Erivileges  which  the;  have  fbrfeitedl  But  if 
onorable  gentlemen  will  re^ieet  the[niclTM, 
and  will  not  travel  out  (^  the  limits  t^  lepij- 
mate  debate,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  grati^^pn- 
vste  pique  and  personal  hostility,  ibej  will  uid 
a  waU  of  Are  around  th«n  fbr  umr  pmtectioB. 
The  breast  of  every  tno-hearted  AnKricao  win 
^ow  with  zeal  in  their  deAnce,  and  will  bn 
to  their  privileges  with  revweotial  gratinda 
They  will  be  surrounded  with  an  impeminUt 
bulwark,  such  as  no  armed  boats,  nor  tbe  n^ 
walls  of  this  capitol,  conld  ever  sncnly.  It  >)  > 
moral  rampart— R defence  that  willliit wbOt 
time  endores.  As  long  as  memben  rapet* 
the  rights  of  indivtdn^s,  individuals  will  Tt- 
spect  their  rinhta ;  nor  will  the;  ever  l«e  tLii 
safi^uard  notO  they  ahall  abandui  that  laatail 
respect  which  the  citUena  of  a  npn^  o«t  to 
eaon  other.  Can  gMLtletnen  expect  to  n}(9 
particular  inmunitMs,  when  the;  cease  to  ad 
according  to  the  tdghatatloB  tbeycoeapy.ud 
degrade  themsdves  by  the  nae  oflaii^age  aa 
aa  it  doea  not  beoome  tbe  proud  qarit  of  nee- 
meatosoffert  Let  them  beasanredtbaAiBN^ 
ican  people  will  never  diahmiOT  themsetna  ^ 
ai^roving  the  volnntai;  degradation  of  tb« 
representatives. 

This  honorable  body  olaims  to  •**™?'' 
privilege  which  is  undefined  and  inooinpretaii- 
sible,  but  gentlemen  have  not  been  able  to  uj 


which  authorizes  their  cbom  U — 

ordinary  prerogatiie.  The  attempt  to  Mppo" 
It  resta  upon  analog;  only— an  analogr  «•- 
neol«d  with  the  powws  of  the  star  etainw*; 
-   ■  woratea>re«eiioeofad«fl>oaon»iiarcV. 
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Fkr  oeatnries  the  oitizena  of  England,  to  tiieir 
laatjng  dlBgrace,  cowered  and  were  oroRhed  be- 
neath the  politio&l  JnggemaQt,  the  almighty 
and  nnqoeetionable  prerogaUTe  of  the  king — a 
prero«itive  which  ouumed  that  the  king's  ooart 
eziat^  wherever  (he  Ung's  peraon  was  foand ; 
■nd  its  prerogative  to  pnwah  for  oontemptB  was 
to  be  ezeroised  at  his  pleasure,  and  was  an 
engine  of  omeltj  aad  oppressioo.  Thef  sub- 
mitted  to  a  privilege  which  was  every  thing 
wl(en  it  was  to  be  eiercieed,  and  nothing  when 
it  was  to  be  defined  and  investigated — a  privi- 
ly which  floated  as  a  vagae  Euicy  in  the  itn- 
s^nation  of  a  British  monarch,  and  was  carried 
into  effect  by  his  despotic  arm ;  in  the  exercise 
of  which  the  sabjects  of  the  British  realm  were, 
witlioiit  law,  disDrained  of  their  litiertj,  impria- 
on«d,  fined,  pUloried,  whipped,  and  [nlloried 
again. 

Qentlemen  have  admitted  that  the  power 
they  olumed  is  not  found  in  the  oonstitntion : 
then  where  is  itt  There  is  no  king  here  to 
£uioy  his  own  high  prerogative.  We  know  no 
royal  m^esty  in  this  eonntry,  to  be  preserved 
at  die  expense  of  the  rights  and  liberues  of  the 
eitixena.  On  what  ground,  then,  was  the  priv- 
Uc^  placed?  On  neceaaity?  Uie  plea  oT  all 
grants,  the  hackneyed  engine  of  despotism. 
Who  evK'  heard  of  a  right  higher  than  the  con- 
Btitntjont  All  the  powers  of  this  conrt  are 
derivative.  They  exist  only  as  they  have  been 
defined  and  regulated  by  the  people.  What- 
evar  is  not  ao  grutted,  is  the  aaeamption  of  an 
Bitraordinary  prerogative.  If  the  power  is  not 
tn  the  oonstitntion,  then  it  is  reserved  to  the 
people,  and  the  Msomption  of  it  is  an  en- 
eroMhment  npon  the  rights  of  the  citizens.  If, 
however,  the  oonrt  shall  assame  this  power, 
and  the  American  people  witoessing  it  shall 
Bcqnieaoe  in  the  assmnption,  I  shall  bow  to  their 
viU  with  the  most  reverential  respect. 

I  tmst  I  sliall  exhibit  the  same  snbmisaion  as 
has  distinguished  my  conduct  throngbout  this 
trial.  Altiiongh  the  officer  sent  to  arrest  me 
oonid  never  have  effected  his  purpose  witbont 
raising  a  posse,  I  bowed,  and  ever  shall  bow,  to 
the  very  riiadow  of  the  authority  of  the  Bouse, 
ao  long  as  my  redstanoe  oonld  be  oonstroed  into 
eoDtempts  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  the  Umon. 

I  conceive  that  the  Honae  had  no  right  to 
deprive  me  of  liberty,  and  arraign  me  at  its  bar. 
I  anoll  treat  its  will  with  profannd  respect ;  and 
■honld  its  will  inflict  npon  me  a  heavier  penalty 
dian  even  the  law  itself  would  pronounce,  I 
AaH  submit  wilUngly  to  whatever  it  may  ad- 
judge. 

I  nave  lived  to  snstun  the  institntians  of  my 
country,  and  I  will  never  treat  either  them  or 
the  ftanctionaries  at  its  Qovemment  with  con- 
tmnaly.  Yet  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  right 
has  beoL  aaanmed  withont  l^timato  authority, 
and  t^at  the  Amerioan  people,  when  they  come 
to  look  at  the  prooeediiiga,  and  see  how  directly 
h  strikes  at  the  liboly  of  the  citiieiL  wiU 
iieT«r  qtprove  of  the  usurpation.    To  tell  the 


people  that  their  servants,  when  acting  in  a 
private  capacity,  are  protected  by  an  nndeSned 
power,  resting  in  the  breasts  of  men  who  at 
once  exercise  the  functions  of  accusers,  witness- 
es, prosecutors,  judges,  and  jurors,  will  ex<nt« 
their  astonishment ;  and,  nnless  I  am  mistaken, 
they  wiU  deem  it  an  awM  revelation  of  naorp- 
ed  and  dangerous  power. 

It  is  cerUunly  a  matter  of  some  magnitude 
that  the  pririleffea  of  the  House,  so  strenuously 
asserted,  sboola  be  defined.  The  power  as- 
sumed by  this  court  is  a  higher  power  than 
that  clumed  by  a  British  PsrliamenL  I  dislike 
precedents  where  the  rights  of  a  citizen  are  at 
stake.  They  cannot  bind  as  when  drawn  from 
British  history,  because  our  constitution  and 
laws  are  dissimilar  to  those  in  England.    The 

Srivileges  of  Parliament,  however,  are  in  soma 
agree  defined  by  the  laws  and  precedents  of 
that  country,  ana  if  they  were  binuing,  I  should 
yet  be  acquitted,  oven  on  tbeir  own  ground,  for 
the  most  distinguished  Jurists  of  England,  men 
who  have  devoted  their  whole  lives  to  the  study 
ofherconstitutionBllawB.  have  expressly  decided 
that  whan  a  libel  uttered  by  a  member  of  Par- 
liament is  pnbhAed  by  him,  the  act  of  publi- 
cation places  him  out  of  the-  protection  of  his 
privilege.  In  the  eatablishmeot  of  this  position 
I  am  entrenched  in  authoritiee,  as  distinguifdied 
and  unquestionable  as  any  that  can  be  relied 
on  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  And  sorely 
it  oannol  possibly  be  supposed  that  this  ooDrt 
has  a  right  to  exercise  powers  which  the  Par- 
liament of  Eo^and  does  not  olum  for  its  mem- 
bers, though  they  are  lords  and  dnkes.  The 
nations  of  the  old  world  are  looking  for  your 
decision.  A  great  principle  is  involved.  The 
liberties  of  more  than  twelve  millions  of  soula 
are  at  stake^  and  my  chief  regret  is,  that,  on  so 
weighty  a  sul^eot,  I  am  so  incompetent  to  the 
task  which  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  and  that  I  do 
not  poeaeas  those  abilities  which  would  enable 
me  folly  to  show  what  blessings  on  the  one 
hand,  or  what  curses  on  the  otner,  must  flow 
from  the  decision  to  which  this  House  sbaU 
arrive.  While  the  people  of  other  nations  are 
contemplating  all  that  is  sublime  and  beautiful 
of  Government,  as  exhibited  in  the  American 
constitution ;  while  they  look  to  her  fair  plains 
and  her  frnitfol  valleyi  as  a  land  of  reftige  for 
the  oppressed,  a  sacred  sooctsary  which  stands 
ready  to  receive  and  protect  those  who  fly  from 
shores  polinted  by  the  influence  of  despotism ; 
while  the  hope  of  the  philanthropist  is  fall- 
blown,  and  all  eyes  are  directed  to  this  loud  as 
the  land  of  human  promise,  shall  it  be  told 
that  there  exists  in  tlie  midst  of  us  a  privilege 
regnlated  by  no  law,  and  of  so  mysterious  a 
nature  that  tiie  citizen  of  this  republic  knows 
not  when  he  violated 'it?  Publish  this  fact 
among  other  nations,  and  none  will  think  of 
flying  to  a  country  where  even  their  personal 
liberty  must  depend  upon  caprice,  and  must  lie 
at  the  mercy  of  a  principle  purely  tyrani^cal— 
for,  whether  eiercised  by  one,  or  many,  th« 
prindple,  I  repeat,  is  tyrannical.     It  is  oapii- 
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doDs,  and,  in  its  prsolioal  efilKta,  loaj  beoome 
omel  in  tiie  extreme.  So  loDg  u  the  eecnriW 
(rf  the  citizen  nets  upon,  defined  laws,  althon^ 
the  ponSshment  attached  to  tbeir  tnimgntAoa 
1DB7  be  YOrj  severe,  bUU  if  both  law  and  sun- 
lihnient  are  clearly  laid  down,  and  pQbllclf 
known,  the  law  mar  be  obeyed,  and  tlid  pnn- 
ishment  avoided.  Bat  it  -will  ever  be  fonnd 
tiiat  men  have  an  Inherent  love  of  liberty  and 
an  inborn  Mnse  of  the  value  of  reputation, 
whioh  never  can  be  nude  to  yield  to  uiy  an- 
tliority. 

"There  U  a  bright,  undying  thonght  in  man, 
ThM  bids  his  soul  atill  npwud  look 
To  Fame's  proud  cliff; 
And,  longing,  look 
In  hopes  to  gnve  his  name 
For  dter  ages  to  kdmiie, 
And  wonder  how  he  reached 
The  dluy,  dangerous  height, 
Or  wliera  be  itood,  or  how." 

This  is  the  cf^t  whioh  animatea  and  cheers 
men  in  pnranit  of  hoDwable  achievemwita  I 

Apprehensions  aeem  to  be  entertained  by 
memtiera  of  this  Bonse,  l«*t  vtoleuoe  ahonld 
aome  day  be  employed  to  abridge  this  honorable 
body  in  the  etgoymeot  of  ita  rights ;  and  preoe- 
d«its  hare  been  referred  to  to  show  that  the 
deliberations  of  a  L^slatnre  may  be  controlled 
by  armed  mobsl  One  gentleman  seemed  all 
alire  to  the  prospect  of  these  dangers ;  and 
gentlemen,  in  the  progress  of  my  case,  have 
talked  abont  the  Government  being  overthrown  I 
They  have  spoken  of  the  designs  of  tyrants. 
They  have  ooqjnred  np  the  roeotre  of  a  Chief 
Uagistrate  who  may  have  his  hollies  and  his 
myrmidons,  and  may  employ  them  to  carry 
meaanres  in  thie  House,  by  practioea  the  moat 
nefarioos.  Sir.I  tnutlshall  neverteethatdar 
arrive ;  and  i  nope  that  those  who  are  mncn 
younger  than  I,  may  never  witness  its  fearfiil 
reality.  Bat  while  gentlemen  seem  so  greatly 
to  dread  the  tyranny  of  a  single  individnal,  and 
appear  to  conuder  it  a  matter  <d  conrse  that " 
must  be  soma  Csaar,  some  Oromwell,  or  soe 
Bonaparte,  who  is  to  overthrow  onr  libertii 
I  mnDt  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  that  opinio 
All  history  will  show  that  no  tyrant  ever 
grasped  the  reins  of  power,  till  they  were  pot 
uito  his  hands  by  oormpt  and  obseqniona  legis- 
lative bodies.  Ifl  apprehended  the  snbvereion  of 
onr  liberties,  I  shonid  look  Dot  to  the  Ezecntive, 
but  to  the  Leeifilatjve  Department. 

The  whole  history  of  Oreeoe  famished  ample 
lessons  of  instmetion  on  this  snt^eot.  And 
when  Crasar  trampled  on  the  libertieB  of  his 
oountry,  it  was  because  a  oormpt  and  factions 
Senate  had  placed  the  sceptre  in  his  hands,  and 
tendered  him  the  crown.  The  same  thing  had 
been  done  both  in  Home  and  elsewhere ;  not 
becanse  one  man  was  strong  enoagh  to  ooaauer 
the  natjon,  bat  becaose  the  nation  made  tneir 
liberties  a  fbotatool— enconraged  and  invited 
him  to  plaoe  his  feet  npon  their  necks.  Men 
never  oao  be  oonqoered  so  long  aa  the  spirit  of 


Uber^  breathes  in  their  boaoms ;  bnt  let  thnr 
Legiautnre  onoe  beoome  eoinipt  and  sori)^ 
then  the  fraedmnof  the  people  become*  an  eaa? 
prey.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  freqnent  eleo- 
tions  seonred  by  our  form  of  Govenuncnt  m^ 
save  OB  from  this  frnitfUl  sonroe  of  nun ;  bnt  if 
the  term  of  oar  representatirea'  office  were  fw 
life,  wa  would  be  in  fearfal  danger  of  sharing 
the  fate  whioh  has  happened  to  all  repnblica 
befbre  ns.  The  prooeaa  is  easy  and  natnraJI 
Laws  are  first  enacted,  which  trench  bat  a  httle 
on  the  people's  liberties — these  are  ndTered  to 
pass.  Then  other  laws  are  enacted,  which  go 
little  farther— men  b^in  to  find  that  power 
I  rallying  to  the  strong  pointy  from  which  la- 
ara  areliberallj  dispensed.  They  seek  thoas 
favors,  and  thns  become  gradnally  coimpted. 
The  cormption  which  has  begim  at  the  centra 
flows,  by  d^rrees,  to  the  extrenuUee  of  the  Stal<^ 
from  whence,  by  a  natnral  reaction,  it  r«flowi 
agun  to  the  centre,  and  there  settling,  it  gen- 
erates a  tyrant.  Sir,  it  is  thns  that  tyranoy 
arises — a  Senate  grows  cormptUke  that  (^  Boms 
— men  beoome  its  membet«  who  look  with  a 
deep,  intense  bnming  interest  to  the  poaMsnoa 
of  power;  thwr  constant  cry  b  for  poww — give 
OS  more  power — we  want  rank,  and  ribbons, 
and  titles,  and  exclDrire  privileges  1  It  is  each 
men  who  bowed  th^  knees  to  Bomper,  hailed 
trimnphant  Cffisar,  and  tendered  him  tb»  scep- 
tre. It  is  tme  that  Cffisar  eranied  at  it;  bat 
be  never  oonld  have  dotohea  it,  had  there  been 
an  npright,  honest  Legislature^  futhfiil  to  virtiw 
and  to  Borne.  England  has  had  her  CromwelL 
Bnt  why  t  Becaase  a  deepot  had  previondy 
reigned  whom  oonspiracy  had  atrioken  down ; 
and  beoaase  a  Parliament,  although  the  idol  of 
the  British  people,  bad  beoome  radically  cor- 
mpt,  and,'  instead  of  sapporting  and  ptat^ii^ 
lhathroae,hadbtirledittothegn>iuid.  Oom- 
well's  hopes  were  then  yoonp ;  he  commenced 
widi  that  lowliness  which  is  ever  the  pidicy 
Ot  yonng  ambition,  bnt  soon  he  walked,  be 
marched,  and,  in  the  eiai,  seised  npon  athrone, 
not  lower  than  that  of  the  Autocrat  of  all  the 
Rnssias.  Never  wonld  he  have  been  crowned 
Protector  had  not  the  Parliament  of  EngUnd 
been  first  cormpted.  He  reared  the  proteetonl 
throne  on  the  necks  of  a  base  and  servile  Par- 
iiamentj  who  tamely  brooked  the  indigni^ 
which  dastards  deserved.  An  honorable  m- 
tleman  had  alloded  to  the  Oonstitnent  and  Na- 
tional Assembly  of  Franoe.  What  legiahitive 
bodies  could  have  t)een  more  oormpt  than  they  t 
If  the  galleries  dictated  the  Uw  to  those  bodice, 
why  was  it  I  Beoanse  they  themselves  bad 
usarped  the  power  they  exercised — and  terror 
struck  the  hearts  of  men  who  had  no  bcMue,  no 
conntry ;  for  where  there  is  no  seonri^  to  the 
oitizen,  there  is  neither  home  nor  conntry. 
BonapartA  was  nsed  to  say  that  it  was  not  he 
who  seized  the  thrtmes  of  Enrope,  bnt  it  wsi 
the  people  of  Enrope  who  had  thrown  them- 
selves under  his  feet.  But  the  feaia  of  gentle- 
men are  groundless.  Ibase  who  oowd  the 
lobUes  of  an  American  Legislators  are  too  «n- 
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lightened,  too  pstriotio,  ever  to  issnlt  the 
members  of  their  own  Honse  of  Rdpresenta- 
tirea.  Let  the  House  do  its  dntj,  within  the 
ooOHtitatton,  and  they  will  find,  throDihoiit 
ererr  portJoD  of  UiU  people,  a  ipirit  M  the 
deepeat  reTereooe  to  ga»tain  their  rights.  I 
mbmlt,  then,  to  this  ooort,  whether  Bratlemen 
who  have  presented  so  many  hypothedcal  oaset^ 
and  indnlgod  so  many  vague  fears,  have  not 
disquieted  themselves  in  tub.  Some  of  the 
gentlemea  have  thrown  oat  the  Ides  that  nrob- 
■blj  they  themselves  might  be  the  next  nctim 
for  immolation ;  thstsomerade,  ferocious  bnUj 
might  assanlt  them  for  the  remarks  they  had 
offitred  on  the  floor.  If  these  remarks  were 
intended  to  refer  to  me — although  the  ^otle- 
men,  no  donbt,  thoaght  they  were  doing  me 
nothing  more  than  sheer  Juatioe,  yet  I  can  as- 
mre  them  that  I  have  not  merited  sneh  a  re- 

J roach  ot  their  hands,  and  I  think  that  the 
earing  of  this  oanse,  am  the  emnming  tip  of 
the  endenoe  by  my  counsel,  may  be  sufficient 
to  proYo  that  raoh  fears  are  groundless.  I  have 
never  thirsted  for  the  blood  of  my  fellow-man. 
I  never  have  been  engaged  in  rio^  or  gailty  of 
ballyisK  any  man,  I  nave  never  interrupted 
•ny  tySSixr  of  the  QoTemment  In  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  I  have  never  been  the  advocate 
of  bolliea,  or  the  representative  of 'blackgoarda. 
I  never  songht  to  inspire  the  fears  of  any  one  by 
superior  phydoal  force,  nor  have  I  ever  assallea 
any  one  tmleSB  when  deeply  wronged.  I  wonld 
willingly  give  my  life  as  the  stiaranty  for  the 
protection  of  the  members  of  this  House.  I 
ivoold  be  the  first  to  protect  them,  the  last  to 
insnlt  Uieir  feelings  or  to  violate  the  sanctnary 
of  their  persons.  It  was  deemed  neoessary  to 
inae  a  summary  prooeas  for  my  apprehension, 
and  it  was  openly  maintained  tLat  my  condnot 
most  ricbly  deserved  pnniiJimeQt.  I  sabmitted. 
X  made  no  redstanoe  to  that  process.  I  sub- 
mitted, and  shall  ever  sabmiL  to  the  decisioos 
of  this  House.  Yet  it  has  been  deemed  not 
snffleSent  to  rely  on  the  oonstdtntiou,  and 


appealed  to— the  very  bond  of  sooiabiUty  has 
lieen  called  in  aid  of  this  attempt  Bgaiost  Hie 
liberty  of  the  American  citizen.  If  it  faad  been 
determined  to  try  me  for  my  dl^ed  ofiTenoe, 
"why  i^peal  to  penonsl  feeling,  bnt  to  indnoe 
the  House  to  B43t  nnder  the  Qiflnenoe  of  par- 
tiality, and  laorifloe  its  daty,  the  law,  and  the 
oonstitodoD,  to  merely  personal  considwations. 

And  what  effect  was  all  this  to  produce  in 
our  land  t  To  distrain  the  Amerioan  citizen 
of  his  liberty — to  prostrate  him  by  power  and 
influence,  unknown  to  the  laws  of  this  country. 

Thos  public  liberty  is  ass^ed,  in  the  person 
of  an  individoaL  and.  In  prostrating  nim,  a 
principle  will  be  destroyed,  which  is  tne  great 
safeguard  of  American  liberty.  Sirj  the  time 
was,  when  the  name  of  Roman  citixen  was 
known  tbronghoiit  the  world  as  the  protection 
of  him  that  bore  it.  Italy  was  then  the  seat  of 
liberty;  there  she  shone  like  the  son  in  hii 


brightness,  and  her  rays  darted  themaelves  to 
the  remotest  ends  of  the  earth.  It  was  a  noble 
example,  and  we  should  do  well  to  profit  by  it. 
In  oonseqaence  of  the  decision  of  gentlemen,  the 
reotitndo  of  whose  motives  I  am  far  fh>m  ar» 
nugning,  I  am  brought  before  you  as  an  ac> 
cnsed  man,  and  placed  to  respond  in  my  own 
beh^  before  t^is  high  tribunaL  However 
novel  such  an  attitude  may  tte  to  me,  it  may 
tiie  better  be  endured,  sinoe  it  is  a  great  prin- 
ciple that  I  contend  for.  It  is  not  my  rights 
alone,  but  the  rights  of  millions  that  are  in- 
volved. Need  I  state  this  here  ?  Who  can  be 
so  wise  to  know,  or  who  can  have  the  same  in- 
centives to  preserve  the  jnst  and  unalienable 
rights  of  an  Amerioan  citizen,  as  the  high  coort 
I  now  address !  Amerioan  citizen  I  It  is  a 
sacred  namet  Its  sanctity  attaches  itself  alike 
to  his  person,  whether  he  Jonrneys  over  the 
aoorching  sanda  of  Florida,  or  wanders  In  the 
deepest  forests  of  our  Iforthem  frontier; 
thronghont  the  republic,  or  in  his  native  State ; 
in  the  bosom  of  civilisation,  or  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  savage  life ;  still  he  is  an  Amerioan  citi- 
zen. I  do  not  BUaoect  the  motives  of  gentle- 
men; I  should  notdeservejustioeattbeirhaDda 
if  i  oonld ;  I  am  very  snrft  they  will  feel  them- 
selves elevated  far  above  tbe  influence  of  every 
sinister  consideration.  So  believing,  it  will  give 
me  pleasure  to  endure  their  will ;  and  I  ahonld 
be  proud  to  be  even  Hieir  victim,  rather  than 
admit  the  belief  that  they  can  be  actoated  by 
any  base  or  unworthy  motive.  I  might  refer 
to  other  matters  wbich  are  on  my  mind,  and 
which  press  for  utterance.  But  I  shall  indulge 
in  no  feelings  on  an  occaraon  like  the  present. 
And  shonla  any  nngaarded  expression  have 
fallen  fh>m  me,  I  can  assure  gentlemen  it  has 
fallen  without  deeign.  The  members  of  this 
oonrt  most  be  awarethatmany  individuals  have 
calculated  on  the  opportnnity  of  humiliating 
me,  could  their  measures  be  sanctioned  by  tbe 
pnUio.  But  I  feel  proudly  confident  that  noth- 
ing which  trenches  on  tlie  right  that  every  man 
bora  in  this  land  poesessea,  to  a  bir  and  open 
trial,  can  ever  be  sanctioned  by  the  people.  I 
have  had  the  misfortmie  to  see  a  witness  brought 
here  in  betialf  <^the  accused,  insulted  npon  tbe 
stand — inatdted,  where  he  was  entitled  to  ex- 
pect protection  from  this  Boose.  I  have  fur- 
ther seen  the  counsel  who  condacted  my  defenoe 
treated  with  penonal  disrespect  A  gentle- 
man whose  bhuid  and  amiable  manners  should 
at  least  have  shidded  him  fhnn  every  thing 
like  mdeneas  or  indignity.  A  gentleman  whose 
intelligence  raises  bun  to  a  distinguished  emi- 
nence in  society,  and  the  froits  of  whose  genina 
will  be  a  proud  legatry  to  posterity.  He  was 
entitled,  as  it  seems  to  me,  especially  when  en- 
gaged in  behalf  of  an  acGnscd  man,  to  reapectfid 
consideration  and  gentlemanly  treatment.  How 
tax  tbe  coarse  pu-Bned  towards  him  was  of  this 
deeoripljan,  I  leave  it  for  the  court  to  decide. 
Bnt  this  was  not  the  only  remarkable  thing  in 
tiie  oonrse  of  tbe  present  triaL  In  a  oonrt  of 
jnstioe,  I  bad  ever  been  tanght  to  believe  that 
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the  penon  of  an  individual  aocnsed,  whatever 
DUKht  have  been  hia  alleged  offence,  waa  held 
to  be  under  protection;  Uiat  he  was  shielded 
by  tbe  digoitj  and  anthorit;  of  the  tribnn&l  from 
obloqny  and  abuse,  and  protected  from  all  vio- 
lence, whether  bj  speecn  or  action.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  coonsel  maj  animadvert  with  ae- 
verit;  npoD  his  conduct,  and  enlarge  apon  his 
gnilt  But  there  ia  a  decorom  wMcb  nsnallj 
governs  the  style  of  a  prosecutor,  however  so 
mnch  heated  he  may  be  b;  his  subject.  The 
power  of  public  opinion,  ifnotbing  else,  is  suffi- 
cient to  reatrain  him,  and  (o  correct  all  impro- 
priety of  langoage.  He  has  reason  to  fear  the 
correction  of  an  indignant  people,  whenever  he 
ia  lemoted  to  heap  insult  upon  those  in  bonds. 
But  wnile  standing  at  this  bar,  have  I  not  beea 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  assassin?  And 
have  I  not  brooked  It!  Will  tlie  anuala  of 
judicial  proceeding  exhibit  another  instance 
where  sach  langna^  has  been  pennitted  to  be 
applied  to  an  individual  in  castodv  t  Tot,  be- 
fbre  the  eyes  of  thia  aMembly,  and  in  the  eyea 
of  thia  whole  nation,  have  I  been  traduced  by 
tbe  epithet  of  assassin.  Bir,  I  trust  that  I  need 
not  disol^m  the  crime  imputed  in  that  word. 
I  bore  no  dagger  when  I  met  my  accuser  I 
When  that  term  was  applied  to  me,  in  thia 

filace,  and  on  this  occasion,  I  do  conibsa  that  I 
tAt  my  spirit  chafe,  and  feelu^  indignant.  But 
so  far  as  the  masoles  of  my  countenance  were 
capable  of  auppreasing  every  indication  of  snch 
a  feeling,  I  did  suppress  it  Yet  I  could  not 
bnt  thiu  of  the  eloqa^tt  and  impreseive  rebuke 
administered  to  the  high  prieat  of  the  Jews  by 
the  Apostle  Paul,  when  he  stood  in  bonds  be- 
fore huQ,  and  the  high  priest  ordered  bim  to  be 
smote  upon  the  month.  "  God  shall  smite  thee, 
thou  wnited  wall,  for  aittest  thou  to  Judge  me 
according  to  the  law,  and  oommandest  me  to 
be  smitten  contrary  to  the  law  I "  When  I 
was  on  my  trial  at  this  bar,  I  was  under  the 
protection  of  this  august  tribunal.  I  had  by 
my  deportment  here  provoked  no  indignity.  Ai 
an  American  citizen,  I  had  a  claim  to  that  im- 
punity from  insult  which  la  accorded  to  the 
verieet  victim  of  malice.  Yet  I  was  stigmatized 
as  an  assaaun,  and  I  brooked  it,  uttering  no  re- 
proach in  reply.  I  hoped  it  might  be  a  propi- 
tiation of  the  offence,  if  I  bad  committed  any 
agunat  tlie  privileges  of  the  American  people. 
Aa  for  the  feelings  which  prompted  my  ac- 
cuser, who  made  use  of  the  term,  however 
warranted  he  may  have  aappoaed  himself  in 
applying  it  to  me,  I  can  refer  him  to  the  time, ' 
and  I  do  it  with  pride,  though  not  in  the  spirit  of 
Taunting,  when  it  was  my  destiny,  ana  I  felt 
it,  I  confess,  a  high  and  hon<»vble  destiny,  to 
be  the  repreaentative  on  this  floor  of  American 


Did  the  gentieman  at  that  time  see  any  thing 
in  my  deportment  which  wonld  warrant  hia 
treating  me  oa  be  has  done!  And  I  think  it 
must  be  accorded  to  me,  that  when,  unoe  that 
time,  I  have  been  accidentally  present  here,  my 
deportment  has  been  ever  reapectfnl.    It  has , 


never  been  my  habit  to  ret^n  and  gratiiy' 
malig^nant  feelings;  nor  ahould  I  have  eiven 
occasion  for  the  present  prooeedtaga,  had  I  not 
been  aocnsed,  denounced,  and  insulted  opon 
this  floor.  I  do  not  justify  my  cooise.  I  have 
been  held  accountable,  and  I  have  acoonnted 
for  it.  But  I  trust  this  is  not  to  be  made  » 
precedent  for  others.  11,  in  what  I  did,  I 
sinned  against  this  honorable  House,  I  was 
unconaoiona  of  the  &ot.  The  ain  esiBled 
not  in  my  intention ;  it  had  no  place  in  my 
heart  If  others  now  enjoying  the  lugli  atatioa 
I  once  possessed,  thinx  it  becoming  to  as- 
sail me  with  contempt,  ridicule,  and  vitupera- 
tion, I  trust  I  have  u>e  fortitude  to  endure  iL 
I  cannot  forget  that  while  I  have  my  priviiege^ 
others  have  their  privil^os  abo,  ana  mnst  ae- 
couttt  for  their  improper  exercise, 

I  may  have  err^  when  proceeding  on  the 
principle  of  other  analogous  cases.  I  o^ected 
to  thejudgment  of  a  prejudiced  and  conunitted 
judge.  If  I  bad  made  an  assassin-like  attack 
upon  tlie  reputation  of  an  accused  man,  I  would 
at  least  have  held  myself  aloof  from  the  taak  of 
pronouncing  judgment  upon  bim.  Sir,  I  feel 
that  I  never  could  have  done  it  Could  I  have 
been  j^uilty  of  such  an  act  f  Oonld  I  so  fiu'  have 
lost  Bight  of  every  high  object  of  every  noble 
purpose,  of  every  sacred  trust,  I  should  have  in- 
curred a  doom  so  degraded,  that  imagination  it- 
self would  ful  in  the  pursuit  of  my  deetiny,  and 
fan^  would  become  weary  in  the  pursuit  cJa 
profitless  Journey.  I  should  have  sunken  my- 
self BO  low,  that  Arohimedea  bimti^If,  with  all 
the  landed  power  of  his  levers,  tiiongh  employ- 
ed at  the  task  for  a  thousand  years,  could  never 
have  exalted  such  a  spirit  to  the  rank  and  dr- 
cumstances  of  honorable  men.  Whatever  epi- 
thets it  may  have  pleased  gentlemen  to  use,  I 
acquit  them  of  reproach.  I  have  no  epitbeti  to 
return.  I  will  not  cherish  for  a  moment  an 
unkind  feeling — no,  not  for  "  the  unldndeat  cut 
of  aU," 

Sir,  even  if  iiuury  has  been  done  to  the  prrn- 
legea  of  this  House,  which  I  deny,  does  it  not 
become  the  Eonae  to  consider  whether,  in  cw- 
recting  one  wrong,  another  may  not  spring  up 
of  far  greater  and  oversbodowhig  magnitndel 
In  the  discussion  which  preceded  my  arrest,  my 
character  was  gratuitonaly  and  wantonly  as- 
sailed. It  was  snggeeted,  as  an  argument  for 
the  arrest,  that  I  had  protwbly  fled  like  a  raffian, 
a  renegade,  and  ablackguard;  and  that  minntea 
might  06  c^  vast  importance. 

To  these  geotiemen,  who  could  advance  auch 
an  opinion,  I  say  that  they  knew  littieobont  me. 
I  never  avoided  reeponsibility.  I  have  perilled 
aome  littie  in  the  protection  of  American  dti- 
zena,  and  if  I,  myself  an  American  dtisMi,  have 
perilled  life  and  blood  to  protect  the  heaitfas  of 
my  fellow-citizena,  they  little  know  me  who 
would  imagine  that  I  would  floe  from  the  charge 
of  crime  that  woa  imputed  to  me.  At  ul 
eveut^  tiiey  will  team  tnat  for  once  I  have  not 
proved  recreant.  I  have  not  eschewed  reoion- 
ubility — I  have  not  sought  reCiige  in  fligliL 
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Never  I  nererl  shall  that  bnmd  atUuh  itself  to 
mj  iMme.  Would  it  not  have  been  strange 
tbat  I  should  seek  to  diBhooor  my  country 
throngh  her  representatiTefl,  when  I  have  ever 
been  fonnd  ready,  at  her  o^  to  do  and  saffer 
in  her  service !  yaa.  And  I  trnat  that  while 
lifingapoD  this  earth,  I  shall  ever  be  found  ready. 
at  her  call,  to  vindtoate  the  wrongs  inBictea 
upon  her  in  collective  capacity,  or  open  her 
citizens  in  their  personal  rights,  and  to  resent 
my  own  persona]  wrongs.  Whatever  gentle- 
men may  nave  imagined,  so  long  as  that  proad 
emblem  ofmy  country's  liberties,  with  its  stripeB 
Bttd  its  stars,  (jKjluting  to  the  American  Sag 
over  the  portrait  of  Lwayette,)  shall  wave  in 
tida  Hall  of  American  leeislatora,  m>  long  shall 
it  cast  ita  sacred  protection  over  the  personal 
rights  of  every  Americaa  eidzen.  Sir,  when 
joa  ahsll  have  destroyed  the  pride  of  American 
character,  yoa  will  have  destroyed  the  brightest 
Jewel  that  Heaven  ever  made.  Ton  will  have 
U'uned  the  purest  and  the  holiest  drop  which 
visits  the  heart  of  yonr  sa^  in  council,  and 
yonr  heroes  in  the  field.  Yon  will  have  an- 
nihilated the  principle  that  mast  snstain  that 
emblem  of  the  nation's  glory,  and  elevate  that 
emblem  above  yonr  own  exalted  seaL  These 
massy  columns,  with  yonder  lofty  dome,  shall 
eink  into  one  crmnbling  min.  Yes,  sir,  tnongh 
oormntion  may  havsdone  something,  andluzuiy 
may  nave  added  her  seductive  powers  in  en- 
dangering the  perpetuity  of  oar  nation's  Mr 
fame,  it  is  tliese  privileges  whiob  still  indace 
every  American  citizen  to  cling  to  the  institu- 
tions of  his  country,  and  to  look  to  the  ass^o- 
bled  representatives  of  his  native  land  as  their 
best  and  only  saCaguard. 

But,  sir,  BO  long  as  that  flag  shall  bear  aloft 
its  glittering  stars—bearing  Uiem  amidst  the 
din  of  battle,  and  waving  them  triumphantly 
above  the  storms  of  the  ocean,  so  long,  I  trust, 
ahall  the  rights  of  American  citiTens  be  pre- 
served safe  and  unimpaired,  and  transmitted  aa 
a  sacred  legacy  from  one  generation  to  another, 
till  discord  shall  wreck  the  spheres — the  grand 
march  of  time  ehsll  oease — and  not  one  frag- 
ment of  all  creation  be  left  to  chaila  on  the 
bosom  of  etenuty's  waves. 

When  Mr.  Houston  had  condaded, 
Hi.  Habpbb,  of  New  Hampshire,  sabmitted 
the  following  resolution : 

Raalmd,  That  fismuel  Houston,  now  in  coitody 
of  the  Sergeant-at-Amu^  should  be  forthwith  dis- 

Ur.  HnXTofoTON  roae  to  offer  an  amendment, 
tliat  all  after  the  wmd  Resolved  l>e  stricken 
out,  and  the  following  inserted : 


Mr.  HnrnNOTOit  fopported  hla  resolntioa  by 
aa  abk  argnment. 


TuBBDAT,  May  S, 
Com  of  SatKiiti  MovtUm. 

The  House  rasomed  the  oonsideratlon  of  tb« 
case  of  Samuel  Houston ;  the  qaestion  l)eing  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  HnariiroTOK  to 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Habpeb,  (viz.,  declaring 
Samuel  Houston  guilty  of  a  contempt  and 
breach  of  tbe  privilegee  of  the  House.) 

Mr.  EuawoBTH,  of  Connecticot,  said :  It  had 
been  said  that  this  was  a  question  touching  the 
rights  of  an  American  citizen  ;  and  gentlemen 
hwl  even  called  upon  the  House,  as  l^ouBh  the 
individual  at  tbe  bar  was  a  Roman  citizen. 
He  ia,  said  Mr.  G.,  an  American  oitiien,  and  I 
am  prepared  and  disposed  to  seonre  to  him  all 
the  rights  which  pertain  to  that  character,  and 
they  are  beyond  what  any  Roman  enjoyed ;  bnt 
it  ought  not  to  Iw  forgotten  that  this  is  a  ques- 
tion that  involves  the  righta,  not  only  oi  tho 
accused,  but  of  every  dtizen  in  the  Union ;  and 
if  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Pole)  be  correct,  it  is  a 
qnestion  deeply  connected  with  ell  tbe  rights 
of  freemen,  and  of  free  and  independent  debate 
in  this  House.  The  fhcts  of  the  case  are  few 
and  simple — I  will  not  recapitulate  tbem.  That 
tbe  accused  has  assailed  a  member  of  this  House, 
is  not  denied ;  and  that  be  has  inflicted  upon 
him  an  outrage,  which  threatened  not  only  his 
safety,  bnt  his  Ufe,  has  been  suffioieotiy  estab- 
lished. The  only  question  is,  whether  this 
battery  was  perpetrated  for  the  cause  stated  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  his  letter  to  the 
Speuier.  This  embraoea  the  whole  of  the  case. 
If  tbe -Injury  was  not  inflicted  for  that  canse^ 
tben  wehaveno  jurisdictionof  thematter ;  but 
if  it  was,  then  I  repeat  that  the  case  involves  a 
question  of  the  deepest  moment. 

I  shall  not  recapitulate  the  evidence  of  tha 
fact  that  the  assanlt  was  made  for  words  spoken 
in  this  House.  The  evidenoe  b  fresh  m  the 
recollection  of  gentiemen,  and  to  me  is  satisflso- 
tory  and  convincing.  Tbe  letter  of  the  accused 
expressly  declares  tiiat  this  was  the  cause.  The 
assertion  made  by  him  in  this  House,  "  that  he 
wonld  right  tbe  wrong  where  it  was  done,"  is 
to  the  same  effect,  as  is  likewise  his  whole  con- 
duct and  the  course  of  his  defence.  Bnt,  sir,  if 
we  were  to  decide  that  tbe  assault  was  made 
for  the  publication  in  tbe  National  Intelligen- 
cer, and  not  for  speaking  tbe  words,  I  am  far 
&om  agreeing  that  this  wonld  alter  the  case. 
It  is  very  true  that  in  England  a  member  can- 
not plead  bis  privilege  for  publistin^  his  speech 
delivered  in  Parliament.  There  it  is  a  breach 
of  the  standing  rules  of  the  Parliunent  for  a 
member  or  other  person  to  publish  a  speech  so 
delivered,  but  here  it  is  not  only  permitted,  but 
expected  and  called  for ;  such  is  the  genius  of 
our  Government  and  the  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tions, lamnotready  to  follow  the  English  courta 
in  this  particular,  nor  is  it  necessary  now  to 
decide  the  question,  for  in  my  view  the  publico* 
tion  was  not  tbe  cause  of  the  assanlt. 

The  learned  counsel  for  the  accused,  as  well 
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as  the  learned  and  distingnisbed  gentleman,  who 
baa  jQBt  taken  hla  seat  (Mr.  Folx,)  have  en- 
deavored to  maintain  that  thia  Honse  has  no 
right  to  pnnUh  an  assault  committed  on  a  mem- 
ber for  what  be  may  have  said  in  debate  on  ibis 
floor,  and  the  propoeition  would  not  be  varied 
ahoold  I  saj  for  the  disoharge  of  his  daty  in  this 
House,  fbr  a  member  who  apeake  in  tbia  HaJl 
rises  to  apeak  under  all  the  obligatioua  of  bis 
bigb  official  biiat;  what  be  Raja,  be  saya  in 
the  discharge  of  hiadutj,  and  is  the  sole  jndge, 
both  of  the  propriety  of  what  he  aball  say,  and 
when  be  ahul  say  it,  being,  however,  amenable 
in  boQi  reapecta  to  thejnogment  of  this  Honae. 
The  question  then  to  be  settled  is,  wbetlier  the 
Hanse  baa  a  right,  under  the  constitution,  to 
take  oognizance  of  an  assanlt  committed  by 
third  particfl,  ont  of  doors,  on  a  member  who 
rises  We,  and  to  hie  place,  and  nnder  bia  official 
reaponsibllitiea.  utters  bis  sentiments,  as  in  his 
opinion  duty  aemaods.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Pole)  says  that  he  has  looked 
bito  the  ooDBtitution,  and  finds  there  no  aiioh 
power,  and  has  spent  hours  to  show  that  it  does . 
not  exist  Sir,  if  I  do  not  find  it  there,  I  agree  to 
vote  with  him ;  and  if  I  do  find  it,  and  show  it 
to  him,  then  I  ask  that  he  will  vote  witb  me. 
I  shall  not  go  beyond  the  tetter  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion — I  have  no  need  to  go  beyond  it 

Mr,  Deattow,  of  South  Carolina,  said :  The 
charge  which  baa  been  preferred  against  the 
accused  is  that  of  having  assaulted  a  member 
from  Ohio  for  words  spoken  by  him  in  debate 
upon  thia  floor.  If  the  accused  has  committed 
this  act,  he  la,  in  my  judgment,  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  one  of  the  privilegea  of  a  repreeenta- 
Uve,  for  which  this  Honse  onght  to  punish 
him.  I  aball  not  resort  to  argument  or  prece- 
dents to  Bost^  this  position,  Deoanse  I  r^rd 
it  to  be  nnquestionable  that  all  legielative  and 
Jndicial  bodies  have  the  right  to  protect  them- 
selves while  exercising  the  fdnctions  which  are 
devolved  npou  them.  Were  the;  destitute  of 
it,  their  legitimate  proceedings  might  Ire  inter- 
rupted, ana  even  the  great  objects  for  which 
they  are  constitnted  be  prevented  from  being 
carried  into  execution,  Thia  riglit  does  not 
belong  to  the  members  of  this  House,  as  individ- 
nalsj  but  as  representativea  of  the  people.  If, 
by  foroe  or  menaces,  a  member  is  obatracted  in 
the  performance  of  bis  appropriate  dntjea,  or  if 
be  1m  aasanlted  for  what  ne  has  done  in  the  per- 
formance of  them,  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
invaded,  in  the  person  of  the  member  who,  in 
his  representative  capacity,  is  identified  with 
the  people  whom  he  represents.  Were  the  fed- 
eral compact  dissolved,  and  were  we  sitting 
here  as  a  convention,  without  a  coostitntion  or 
laws,  ooold  any  one  doubt  that  we  had  the  right 
to  protect  onrselvea  from  threats  or  violence ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  we  possessed  the  right 
of  exerci^ng  the  means  which  should  be  neoee- 
aary  to  enable  na  to  accomplish  the  objecta  for 
which  we  had  been  delegated  by  the  people ! 
Such  aretbeviewawbicbltakeof  tbepnvileges 
of  a  representative ;  but  these  priviiegee  are 
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veated  in  him,  soldy  that  he  may  bilMiilly  and 
fborleaely  perfbnn  his  repreaentotive  dntits; 
they  do  not  attach  to  >iim  whan  ha  is  not  ia 
the  performanoB  of  thun.  If  a  member  dbh 
ezpreaaions  In  debate,  bowevw  ipjurfona  tlxij 
may  be  to  the  reputation  of  another,  he  ouurat 
be  held  Boconntable  fbr  them  to  any  penon ; 
but  if,  for  the  r^MtJld<m  of  tbe  eame  tiwprtt- 
sions  to  a  crowd  in  tbe  streete,  or  for  the  [mb- 
lication  of  them  by  himself  in  the  newapqwra. 
be  ahonld  be  asuulted,  be  would  then  stand 
upon  the  same  footing  vrith  his  oonstitnenli^ 
and  can  only  sppieal  to  tiie  laws  for  redresa. 
To  execute  his  duties  in  thia  Honse,  it  ia  not 
requisile  that  a  member  ab  odd  either  repeat  hi* 
speecbee  elsewhere,  or  that  he  should  pabUdi 
them— he  is  not  precluded  from  tbe  repetitioD 
or  tbe  publication  t^  his  speechea ;  but  i^  tx 
either  of  these  acta,  he  should  suSer  trvm  per- 
sona] violence,  this  House  would  have  no  jnris- 
diotiou  over  the  offmder,  because  the  repiusmt- 
adve  had  not  beenoaeailed  for  what  he  has  moA 
or  done  upon  this  floor.  Should  a  r^>resenta- 
tive  be  aasanlted  for  what  he  had  uttered  in  de- 
bate, in  oonaeqaence  of  his  epewii  b^ng  re- 
peated or  published  by  a  third  person,  the  as- 
eailant  would  be  guilty  of  a  breach  ot  the  privi- 
leges oT  this  body,  because  the  repreeentatiTe 
not  bavins  participated  in  these  acta,  retains,  nn- 
diminisheo,  his  privilege  <rf  freedmn  at  qteedi 
in  debate. 

It  has  been  insisted  upon,  that  the  brewi  ci 
privilege  now  oompUned  oS  ia  a.  vi<datioD  «( 
that  part  of  the  oonstitntitw  wbitdi  esya,  **  that 
for  any  speech  or  debate  hi  thia  Honse  Q»  rcp- 
TeaentatJTe  shall  not  be  qoestioDed  in  any  other 
place,"  Admitting  the  eonatnotion  of  uie  eon- 
atatutdon  by  these  gentlemen  to  be  oofrect,  I 
should  reply  to  them,  that  the  r^reaentativa 
from  Ohio  bad  been  assailed  for  the  pnblicatiaa 
of  his  speech  in  the  pt^r,  and  not  for  faavii^ 
delivered  it  on  tbia  floor.  But,  in  my  aj^ire- 
hennon,  the  worda  quoted  from  the  o(Histita- 
tioD  are  not  as plicatde  to  the  sntijeot  which  j» 
now  preaentea  to  na.  The  entire  paragr^di  in 
tbe  conatltntioD,  an  extract  from  wbieb  was 
made  by  the  gentleman  tma  Conneoticnt,  ia 
this :  "  They  (that  ta,  Senators  and  Bepreseut- 
atives)  shall,  in  all  oaaaa,  except  treason,  felony, 
and  breach  of  tbe  peace,  be  privileged  froia 
arrest  during  their  attendance  at  tbe  sesrion  of 
their  respective  Honsee,  and  in  gmng  to  or  re- 
turning from  the  same ;  and  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either  House  they  shall  not  be  qoes- 
tioned  in  any  other  place."  By  this  paragraph, 
certain  priviiegee  are  granted  to  «  reproaenta- 
tivo,  in  order  that  he  may  not  be  intemutod 
or  controlled  in  tbe  perfoimanoe  of  lida  legisla- 
tive dnties.  To  effect  Iheae  otgecte,  he  cannot 
be  detained  by  legal  prooees,  nnkiss  charged 
with  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  tbe  peaot^ 
and  cannot  be  brought  belbre  a  oonrt  for  any 
words  spoken  by  him  in  debate,  althoi^  the 
words  might  be  such  as  wonld,  but  for  his 
pririle^  render  him  liable  to  an  soUon  tat 
defamation.    Tbe  oonatitntion  did  not  intend 
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to  prot«ct  a  repreeentative  from  the  aasanlt  of 
■n  mdiridiuil,  Deoanse  he  cannot  legally  be  as- 
■aolted ;  and  beoanm,  if  he  be  assaulted  tbe 
laire  afilK^  to  him  the  game  remedj  as  they  do 
to  ever;  citizen ;  bat  nnlesg  shielded  by  bis 
privilege,  a  representaUve  could  have  no  remedr 
where  he  bad  been  legally  arrested  or  sned. 
It  is  obrioDS,  then,  that  uie  proTtaion  of  the 
oonstitation  which  has  been  relied  npon^  ta  in- 
tended to  protect  members  of  Congress  in  cer- 
tain cases,  in  which,  bnt  for  that  provision,  they 
oonld  not  legally  be  protect«d;  not  to  grant 
protection  to  them  in  oases  In  which  they  are 
protected  by  the  laws  of  the  laod. 
The  Hoose  adjourned. 

Vedmudat,  May  B. 
Can  ^Sunwl  SoiaUm. 

The  House  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
negation  of  llr.  HAans,  together  with  Mr. 
Hmrmreroir's  amendnunt,  the  one  propoaing 
that  Samael  Houston  be  rdeased  &om  cnstody ; 
the  other,  that  he  is  gniltj  of  a  contempt  uid 
breach  of  the  privil^ea  of  the  Honse. 

Ur.  Dbattos  offedred  an  amendment  to  Mr, 
HtniTDraTOR'a  amoidment,  going  to  declare 
that,  as  Samnel  Houston  bad  not  been  proved 
to  hare  committed  the  assanlt  for  words  spoken 
in  debate,  he  be  released  from  cnstody. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDSK  roqneited  TSi.  Dsattos  to 
irithdraw  his  amendment ;  and 

Mr.  Qkattoit  withdrew  it  for  the  present. 

Mr.  DoDDBnwi  said  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sensi- 
ble of  the  time  misspent  in  the  present  invosti- 
Silion,  and  of  the  importance  of  that  time. 
at  I  am  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  prin- 
tiples  involved  in  the  decision  we  are  aboat  to 
make.  We  are  aboat  to  defend,  or  snrrender, 
the  privileges,  the  nghts,  and  even  the  liberties 
of  oar  consbtnents.  These,  and  all  that  is 
dear  to  them,  are  at  atake.  In  deciding  on  the 
preaent  qoestion,  this  Honse  will  nphold  the 
prindplea  of  onr  free  Qovemmeat,  or  permit  its 
▼BIT  totindatioii  to  be  razed.  For  no  one  can 
believe  that  the  reprMentative  principle  can  be 
maJPtatned  when  Reedom  of  debate  ^all  cease : 
withont  this,  representation  would  be  a  vain 
tldng.  Whenever  it  shall  happen  that  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  people  is  restrained,  by  con- 
sideratioDs  of  {tersonsl  danger,  from  defending 
the  rights  and  interests  of  uiose  he  represents, 
Qien  representation  ceases  to  exist  bnt  in  name, 
and  tlia  QoTemment,  by  whatever  name  it  may 
be  called,  becomes  arbitrary.  There  has  been 
one  common  eSbrt  here,  and  ont  of  doors,  to 
arr^gn  this  Honse  for  attempting  to  secnre  to 
its  memlMTs  ezolodve  privil<^ee ;  the  qnestton 
has  eTen  been  debated  as  if  the  privileges  of  the 
members  of  thia  Hoose  alone,  and  not  those  of 
the  whole  body  rf  the  people,  were  involved. 
This  eSbrt  may  be  arulable  to  divert  pablia 
(pinion,  for  a  while,  from  the  trae  qa^on ; 
bat,  rely  on  it,  that  attention  will  soon  be  re- 
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I  have  often  reflected  on  a  remark  of  a  conn- 
tryman  of  mine  made  in  grave  debate,  sharpened 
b;  party  feeling  like  the  present;  a  remark 
which  then  stmck  me  as  more  of  a  rhetorical 
effort  than  as  a  political  traism.  It  was  tbis: 
"  That  in  all  time,  and  in  every  nation,  a  great 
portion  of  the  public  mind  is  naturally  iDdined 
to  monarchy ;  and  that  this  its  natoral  tendency 
shonld  be  vigilantly  gnarded  against  by  the 
friends  of  our  free  institntions."  The  gentle- 
man to  whom  I  allnde  was  considered  the  finit 
debater  in  Virginia,  if  not  in  the  Union :  and 
thoo^h  possessed  of  great  warmth  and  of  much 
decision,  as  a  party  politician,  his  general  ob- 
servations were  always  entitled  to  seriona  con- 
alderation.  He  did  not  mean  that  tbis  natural 
tendency  of  our  weak  natnre  was  to  monarchy 
by  name,  bat  to  arbitrory  power,  in  the  person 
of  some  one  in  whom  we  place  an  unlimited, 
and,  therefore,  a  dangerons  confidence.  In  free 
Oovemments,  this  fatal  tendency  first  manifests 
itself  in  an  impatience  onder  the  operstdon  of 
those  checks  wnich  are  the  very  essence  o^  and 
without  which  free  Government  never  did  or 
can  exist;  and  I  fear  we  have  arrived  at  a 
period  when  we  can  no  longer  shut  oar  eyes  to 
this  Impatience. 

It  was  very  happily  sud  by  the  gentieman 
from  Uasaachnsetts,  (Mr.  Adams,]  the  other 
day,  that  this  is  a  Qoveminent  of  co~operation 
and  of  checks.  More  of  political  tmtn  conld 
not  well  be  expressed  In  fewer  words.  That, 
at  least,  is  its  theory,  and,  in  general,  has  been 
its  practice.  The  departments  of  Government 
are  theoretically  three;  I^slative,  executive, 
and  Jndiciary.  These,  to  be  separate  and  co- 
ordinate, must  be  independent  of  each  other ; 
each  must  operate  as  a  check  on  the  others ; 
to  effect  which  sfdntary  end,  each  most  be  sn»- 
tained  by  the  others.  Thus  the  Judiciary,  in 
Madison's  time,  was  sustained  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  Union,  against  an  organized,  legal- 
ited,  and  armed  (^position  to  its  authority  in 
Pennsylvania.  Even  in  the  time  of  Washing- 
ton, it  was  sustained  In  the  same  State  against 
on  armed  &ctions  opposition. 

The  case  to  which  I  allude,  of  a  legalized 
armed  opposition  to  the  judicial  authority  in 
Pennsylvania  during  Mr.  Madison's  Administra' 
tion,  deserves  a  more  particnlar  notice,  as  the 
exact  parallel  to  that  opposition  now  exists  in 
the  Booth.  The  case  was  this :  A  controveray 
arose  In  the  admiralty  conrt  of  Pennsylvania, 
daring  the  revolutionary  war,  between  the 
commander  of  a  Pennsylvania  Government  brig 
and  one  Olmstoad,  owner  of  a  Conneotiont  priva- 
teer, in  which  each  claimed  a  certain  captnred 
vessel.  Judge  Ross^  the  Pennsylvania  admiralt7 
judge,  determined  m  favor  of  Josiah,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Pennsylvania  brie,  and  his  crew. 
Olmatead  appealed  to  the  continental  conrt  of 
appeals  in  admiralty  cases,  which  was  no  other 
tnaQ  a  committee  of  seven  members  of  the  con- 
tinental Congress.  That  court  reversed  the  de- 
cree of  the  State  oourt,  and  ordered  the  cap- 
tared  vessel  to  be  aold  for  the  benefit  of  01m- 
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stead  and  crew ;  bnt,  in  consideration  of  the 
state  of  the  conntr^,  refasiog  to  grant  proc^as 
to  enforce  their  reversing  decree.  All  the 
court  concnrred,  except  the  honorable  Thomas 
UcKean,  the  president  of  the  court,  who  was 
among  thefirst  jnristaof  theage,  and  who  after- 
wards became  chief  justice,  andfinullj  Govern- 
or of  Pennsylvania.  The  admiralty  jadge, 
whose  decree  had  thns  been  reversed,  never- 
theless proceeded  to  execute  it;  selling  the 
prize,  and  distribnting  their  shares  of  the  prize 
money  to  Josiah  and  crew,  and  paying  to  the 
celebrated  David  Rittenhouse,  treasurer  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  proportion  to  which  that 
State  was  entitled  by  its  laws.  The  sum  sop^d 
was  vested  in  public  securities,  and  after  bis 
death  came  to  the  possession  oi  his  daughters, 
who  were  his  executrixes.  The  eulnect  of  this 
suit  was  brought,  in  a  civil  action,  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  errors  and  appeals  of  Fenn- 
eylvanis,  under  the  former  judicial  system  of 
that  State.  Here  again  Mr.  UcKoan  presided 
as  chief  justice,  "niis  court  concurred  with 
the  CI    ■■       ■  ' 


Soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  present  federal 
constitution,  it  was  decided  that  the  present 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  were  the 
proper  tribunals  for  carrying  into  effect  the  un- 
executed sentences  and  decrees  of  the  late  con- 
tinental court  of  appeals.  Olmstead,  hereupon, 
filed  bis  bill  before  Peters,  district  judge  in 
Pennsylvania,  who  rendered  a  decree,  but  de- 
clined enforcing  it  nntjl  the  case  was  brought 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  there  finally 
decided  in  favor  of  Olmstead,  against  the 
daughters  of  Rittenhouse.  Keanwhile,  Mr. 
McKean  became  Qovemor,  and,  on  a  message 
from  him,  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  passed 
a  law,  authorizing  the  Executive  of  that  State 
to  call  out  a  sufficient  armed  force  to  resist  the 
marehal  in  the  execution  pf  any  process  from 
the  federal  courts  to  enforce  the  decision  of  the 
Bnpremo  Oourt.  The  ground  taken  by  Chief 
Justice  McKean  was,  that  Pennsylvania  was  a 
party,  deriving  a  ngbt  to  the  money  in  the 
nanda  of  the  treasurer  by  the  judgment  of  her 
own  court,  which  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  bad  no  Jurisdiction  to  review  or  reverse. 

Here,  then,  was  a  case,  in  which  a  State 
claimed  to  be  a  party ;  claimed  the  sntject  un- 
der the  judgmentof  her  owucourt;  viewedthe 
jurisdiction  of  her  court  as  final  and  oonclnsire; 
and  contended  that  the  federal  courts  exercised 
but  a  usurped  authority — a  case  in  which  the 
Executive  of  the  State  had  recommended  the 
passage  of  a  law,  and  bad  approved  and  signed 
it  when  passed,  authorizing  an  armed  opposi- 
tion to  the  process  of  the  federal  judiciary.  Be- 
fore the  occasion  happened,  on  which  this  law 
waa  to  operate,  Simon  Snyder  became  Govern- 
or. During  his  administration,  a  law  passed, 
requiring  him  to  oorrespond  with  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  proonre  some  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  ezecntion  of  the  sentence  of 
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the  Supreme  Court  could  be  prevented,  until 
the  constitution  could  be  eo  amended  as  to  es- 
tablish some  separate,  independent,  and  impar- 
tial tribunal,  to  decide  controverted  qneetions 
of  power  and  jurisdiction  between  the  Federsl 
and  State  Governments.  That  State  then  pro- 
posed to  the  States  an  amendment  to  the  feder- 
al constitution  for  the  eetablisbmeiit  of  each  a 
tribimaL  Governor  Snyder,  in  pursnance  d 
the  State  law,  wrote  to  President  Madison  for 
his  concurrence  in  some  measure  to  delay  the 
execution  of  the  process. 

I  am  now,  ur,  speaking  of  transactions  which 
may  be  new  and  appear  strange  to  some ;  but 
I  am  speaking  so  near  the  public  archivca  of 
the  nation,  where  the  evidences  of  what  I  say 
must  be  preserved,  that  any  one  donbting,  or 
prompted  by  curionty,  may  examine  for  him- 
self; or,  by  calling  at  m^  room,  may  see  ofScial 
copies  of  those  proceedings,  certified  from  the 
Departmentof StateofPennsylvania.  Goveiaor 
Snyder,  in  addressing  the  President,  did  not  faQ 
to  remind  him  of  the  party  topics  of  the  day, 
nor  of  the  difference  between  a  forcible  re- 
sistance to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  asentenceof  ajndge,  found- 
ed on  a  UBurped  authority.  This  slang  did  not 
then  snit  the  Presidential  ear.  The  answer  ol 
Prerident  MadisAi  is,  perhaps,  (and  that  is  say- 
ing mnch,)  the  most  laconic  and  ded^ve  we 
have  seen  from  his  pen.  He  informed  the  Gov- 
ernor, that  BO  far  from  being  at  liberty  to  con- 
cert any  measareB  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
a  sentence  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  it  waa  made  his  doty,  where  oppo^tion 
was  made,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  exeonted, 
and,  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  the  neoeasur 
force.  He  added,  that  as  no  discretion  re- 
mained with  the  federal  Executive  to  withhold 
the  measures  which  might  lead  to  a  painAd 
issue,  it  gave  liim  great  pleasure  to  perceive 
that  the  act  commnsicated  to  him  by  Govemor 
Snyder  gave  the  latter  gentleman  power  to  c<xn- 
promiee  and  settle  the  afftur  with  Olmstead, 
which  he  did.  The  President's  allnM(»  was 
to  the  Judicial  act  of  1789 ;  of  which  we,  in  "Vir- 
ginia, have  understood  Mr.  Ma^aon  to  be  the 
Eenman.  If  this  is  on  historical  error,  I  would 
ke  to  be  informed ;  if  it  is  not,  the  foreaeeiDg 
the  necessity  of  maUng  sucli  a  provision  at  that 
time  is  but  another  proof  of  the  great  sagacity 
of  the  late  President  Madison. 

The  Grovemor  had  stationed  a  militarr  forc^ 
imder  the  command  of  General  Bri^t,  or  Ham- 
bright,  round  the  house  in  which  the  daughters 
of  Rittenhouse  resided,  to  prevent  the  marshal 
of  the  United  States  from  entering  and  eernng 
his  procesB.  Alexander  J.  Dallas  was  district 
attorney,  and  at  this  time  publicly  announced 
in  court,  in  Philadelphia,  the  determination  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
sentence  in  Olmstead's  case  to  be  execntcd. 
This  fact  ran  through  the  city  like  fire  before 
the  wind  in  dry  stnbble.  ^a  marshal  sum- 
moned a  posse  of  two  thousand  men,  most  of 
whom  were  attached  to  the  Governor^  polilioal 
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partj,  but  all  of  whom  declared  tlieir  reodl- 
neaa  to  aid  tha  manhal ;  and,  therenpon,  the 
general's  troops,  one  after  another,  aesertfd, 
and  the  militia  reftised  to  obey  Mm.  The  mar- 
Bhal  entered,  and  the  process  was  ezeoated. 
Thns,  thongh  the  Govenmient  rebelled  accord- 
ing to  law,  the  loyaltj  of  the  people  of  that 
great  State  put  the  rebellion  down.  It  was  sap- 
posed  that  the  same  mail  from  WoabinKton  that 
conveyed  the  Preeident'B  answer  to  Governor 
Snjder,  bronght  abo  au  inBtruotion  to  the  dis- 
trict attorney  to  make  pablic  the  PreiidBnt'H 
determlAation ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
fbot  was  so  or  not.  I  was  present,  and  beheld 
the  Joy  universally  difl^ised  at  the  Boppreseion 
of  that  rebellion. 

At  all  times  the  Jadiciary  has  had  its  demies. 
There  have  always  been  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  thetennreof  judicial  office — those  who 
will  not  consent  to  have  the  conBtitationality 
of  a  legislative  act,  or  the  legality  of  an,  Execn- 
tive  measure,  submitted  to  judicial  determina- 
tion. At  all  times,  therefore,  there  have  been 
those  who  were  impatient  under  the  operation 
of  the  judicial  check  established  by  the  consti- 
tution, and  some  of  whom  have  labored  to 
bring  it  into  contempt  and  disrepute  amon^  the 
people,  and  to  destroy  their  confidence  in  its 
dectaiona,  by  disparaging  ita  nsefnlnees,  pa- 
triotism, and  purity.  Uany  attempts  have  been 
made  to  beat  down  that  great  bnlwark  of  lib- 
erty— this  sheet-anchor  of  every  free  State. 
One  of  these  came  from  one  in  the  highest  place, 
and  was  made  in  several  of  the  State  Assem- 
blies. All  these  attscks,  with  the  complete  de- 
feat of  each,  are  matters  of  histoiy.  The  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  thdr  judges  remuns 
nushaken,  and,  1  believe,  was  never  more  gen- 
eral than  at  the  present  moment.  But  we  must 
■hut'  oor  eyes  to  the  light  that  shines  aromid 
ns;  we  must  cease  to  read  what  is  passing 
abroad,  and  even  to  bear  some  things  nttered 
within  our  walls,  if  we  do  not  perceive  a  great 
effort  is  now  making  to  lessen,  if  not  to  nnllif^, 
this  judicial  check  of  the  constitution.  In  this 
efibrt  the  public  press  is  deeply  engaged.  The 
Judgments  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when  sop- 
posed  not  to  agree  with  the  opinions  of  the 
Ezecntive^  are  represented  as  attacks  on  the 
President ;  if  displeasing  to  a  State,  as  sttacks 
on  that  State.  The  tribnnal  is  itself  denonnoed 
as  footiouB ;  its  members  as  tyrants,  aiming  to 
nsnrp  supreme  power,  and  au  nnconstitatiODOl 
contToI  over  the  other  departments  of  Oovem- 
ment — one  of  which  holds  the  purse,  and  the 
other,  the  sword  of  the  nation. 

I  have  already  said  that,  in  times  past,  the 
judiciary  has  been  sustained  by  the  Eiecutjve, 
when  called  on  for  aid.  This  is  history.  But 
whether  it  will  now  be  so  suatainei  remwns 
to  be  seen ;  and  soon  that,  too,  will  become 

As  an  executive  coonoi],  the  Senato  is  the 
only  constitutional  check  on  the  Preudent  If 
this  check  were  removed,  the  Pre«dent,  in 
making  treaties,  and  in  the  exercise  of  the  high 
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power  of  appointment,  woold  be  predsely  as 
absolute  as  the  Emperor  of  bH  the  Busraas. 
Shonld  he,  by  trea^  transfto  part,  or  the 
whole,  of  one  of  these  States  to  a  foreign  power, 
and  should  the  balance  of  our  constitution  re- 
main, such  a  treaty  of  dismemberment  wonid 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  the  judiciary 
wonld  be  bound  so  to  expound  it,  and,  doubt- 
less, in  doing  so,  wonld  be  sustained  by  the 
same  Executive  who  would  n^tiate  such  a 
treaty.  The  Senate  is  the  only  uieokto  an  un- 
restrained Executive  power.  Remove  this,  and 
our  Presidents  are  monarcbs  in  foct,  and  might 
as  well  be  so  in  name.  And  can  we  blink  the 
iact,  that  a  most  powerful,  untiring,  and  widely 
extended  effort  is  now  making  to  break  down 
the  Senate  t  The  attack  on  the  Senate  is  sus- 
tdned  by  the  presses  friendly  to  the  Exeoutive, 
all  over  the  Union.  Prom  that  which  is  cailea 
its  oreon,  in  this  01(7,  the  Senate  is  denounced, 
like  the  Supreme  Court,  as  a  factions  body. 
Its  members  ore  accused  of  combinations,  of 
corruption,  of  political  intrigne,  and  abused  in 
aU  the  terms  of  reproach  Known  to  our  lan- 
guage. Letters  are  written  from  this  city,  to 
be  published  in  distant  places,  among  their  con- 
stituents, in  order  to  degrade  them  there. 
These,  when  published  at  a  distance,  come  back, 
and  ore  republished  here,  as  evidences  of  the 
public  sentiment  abroad;  and  are  nsed  here, 
not  merely  to  degrade  the  members  personally, 
but  to  break  down  the  independence  of  the 
body  as  a  legislative  and  executive  counciL  It 
is  urged  by  those  who  are  concerned,  here  and 
elsewhere,  in  the  mannfactnre  of  snoh  evidences 
of  public  sentiment,  that  the  Senate  most  bo 
shorn  of  its  powers  and  of  its  influence. 

These  raoces  of  attack  have  been  long  known 
and  nsed.  The  nation  is  accustomed  to  read 
letters  Irraa  Washington,  and  has  ftllen  into  a 
habit  of  paying  as  little  regard  to  them  as  we 
who  are  nere,  and  know  their  origin  and  their 
merits.  A  new  mode  of  accomplishing  this 
desirable  porpose  of  prostrating  the  Senate  has 
been  inventeo,  of  far  more  extensive  influence. 
Public  meetings  are  got  up  in  every  city,  town, 
and  hamlet — in  every  village  and  county  place 
wheretheneoessaiT  materials  are  found.  These 
meetings  pass  resolutions  on  the  snbject  of  Mr. 
Van  Baren's  nomination  to  England,  and  the 
r^ection  of  that  nomination  by  the  Senate.  It 
oannot  be  affirmed  of  the  proceedings  of  these 
meetings,  and  of  their  resolutions,  that  they  are 
all  couched  in  the  same  language,  bnt  the  sub- 
stance of  all  is  the  same— -so  much  so,  as  to 
prove  them  to  be  the  common  coinage  of  the 
same  mint — manufactured  in  this  city,  for  nui- 
versal  conamnption.  These  resolutions  declare 
that  Mr.  Van  Bnren  performed  all  the  duties  of 
Secretary  of  State  in  a  manner  honorable  to 
himself  and  naefol  to  tiie  country — that  his  mis- 
sion to  England  was  necessary  for  the  pnhlic 
service.  His  r^ection  by  the  Senate  la  de- 
nounced as  a  corrupt,  factious  act  dishonora- 
ble to  that  body  coUeotively,  and  individually 
disgrooeM  to  l£e  members  who  oonourred  in  it. 
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Thete  resolotdona  are  adopUd,  it  ia  eud,  in  some 
pUoes,  b;  large  collectioas  of  people,  and  by 
tmodreds  and  thonsaods  of  those  who  cannot 
posaibly  know  e,  sjUable  aboot  the  traUi  or  un- 
truth of  what  tbey  so  reBolve,  Tlie  foreign 
treatj  relations  of  a  country  are  never  known 
to  die  great  body  of  the  people,  while  the  actual 
relations  of  peace  and  war  are  known  to  all. 
Negotiatioiu  nnfinisbed  are  generallj  secrets  to 
all  bnt  ttke  Ezeontive,  and  onght  to  be  m.  It 
ia  not  pos^ble  that,  however  well  informed  Uie 
great  maaa  of  our  population  maj  be,  they 
■hoold  know  eaoogh  of  those  intricate  siipula- 
tjons  hj  which  oar  commeroial  and  other  for- 
eign rdations  are  regoloted,  to  decide  on  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  or  any- 
body else,  as  to  nnflnished  and  nndisclosed  ae- 
etiodtms.  Tet  theae  Teaolntiona  are  obtuned 
political  partiaana,  and  osed  for  the  purpose 
<^  potdLg  down  the  Benate. 

Thna  we  see  that  tliere  enata  a  powerful, 
organized,  aotlve,  and  tirelees  party  in  this 
country,  who  are  now  lending  their  united 
efforts  to  the  prostration  of  the  Jadiciary  and  of 
the  Swate.  Uan^  individtials  engaged  in  these 
desperate  euterpriaea  ag^nst  pnbija  liberty  feel 
confident  of  enijre  success.  Awinst  one  de- 
partment of  GoTemment  they  believe  tliey  have 
already  saoceeded ;  and  as  to  the  other,  they 
feel  BO  confident  of  victory  as  to  antic^ate 
already  the  frnita  of  it>  When  this  party  shall 
have  succeeded  against  the  ju^ciary,  and  shall 
have  humbled  the  Senate,  what  more  will  be 
neoeaniT  in  order  to  tlie  complete  establiah- 
ment  of  arUlmy  power  I  Nothing  more  but 
to  nbdoe  ttte  independence  of  the  people  at 
large,  which  oan  wly  be  diMte  by  destroying 
Uie  freedom  of  debate,  and  of  proceedings  here! 
And  have  we  lived  to  betudd  the  beginning  of 
tfaitlaatideaperato enterprise!  Ifsixtn^we 
may  ezolum,  with  Beuator  Qiles,  "  That  m  all 
tinu,  (our  own  not  excepted,)  a  large  proportion 
of  the  poblio  mind  iiLclinea  to  monarcliy,  not 
In  name,  indeed,  bnt  to  arbitrary  power — power 
uudiecked,  onrestrained,  in  the  hands  of  <Hie 
man ; "  and  we  moat  agree  with  him,  "  that  it 
is  onr  dnty,  aa  the  friends  of  oor  free  institn- 
tions,  to  gnard  and  prcserre  them  against  tlie 
assaults  of  that  power." 

I  wiah  the  House  to  bear  in  mind,  that,  as  I 
have  no  anthority  to  ascribe  the  efforts  s«dnst 
the  oonsUtntion  and  pnbUo  liberty  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking,  to  the  Fierideut,  or  to  his 
past  or  present  cabmet,  so  I  do  not  so  charge 
or  ascribe  them.  It  is  not  a  new  thing  in  hu- 
tory,  andeut  or  modem,  for  the  frienda  of  those 
already  clothed  with  high  powers  to  offer,  to 
invest  them  with  more — with  absolute  sway. 
Borne  there  have  been,  whoee  patriotism  com- 
pelled them  to  r^eot  snob  offers.  But,  in  the 
indulgence  of  an  unlimited  confidence  m  liim 
who  is  at  the  head  of  this  Oovenunent,  there 
are  those  who  would  bllndl/  break  down  all 
the  Bofegaards,  all  the  cheeks  of  the  cooBtitn- 
tion,  all  barriers  for  Uie  secnritr'  of  our  liberties, 
in  order  to  invest  him  with  the  absolute  power ; 
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little  thinking  of  the  ahortzieBa  of  the  time  ivr- 
ing  which  be  can  hold  it,  or  of  the  imposubUitj 
of  preventing  it  from  pasnng  into  other  hsnde, 
or  of  restrtuuing  its  exercise  whenever  it  may 
fall  into  those  ot  an  ambitious  Prendrat,  dis- 
posed to  respect  no  law  hot  bis  own  will,  and 
to  diaro^ard  all  reetr«nta  on  its  free  indnlgenea. 
JSr.  Bkabdslkt.  of  New  York,  oomtMnecd 
by  saying  that  uus  trial  had  oconpied  eever- 
al  weeks  of  the  precious  time  of  the  Honu 
st  an  advanced  period  of  a  long  aetnon.  Per- 
haps that  time  mid  been  profitably  apent  Of 
that,  said  Mr.  B.,  our  constituents  wQl  bat 
Jnd^.  There  was  very  little  complexity  <x 
detail  in  any  of  the  tcBUmony,  which  eoeld  li* 
supposed  material ;  yet  some  two  weeks  hiva 
been  required  to  hear  and  commit  to  writing 
what  ia  called  evidence.  The  play,  mH  ht, 
ahould  be  worth  the  candle.    The  importance 


expense  of  more  than  twoity  tfaonaand  ddlan 
to  the  public  Yet,  what  is  it  t  Any  thiiu  bat 
what  testimony  before  a  Jodkialtribnnal  ihMiU 
l>e,  Coi^ectorea.  hearaay,  gomal  su^doii^ 
and  ee  parts  affidavits.  And  thesc^  if  tbty 
could  prove  any  thing,  except  the  !ne(impet«iK7 
or  unsnitsbleneaa  of  &e  tribnnsl  which  reeeim 
them,  were  directed,  as  if  in  mockery  of  JuiJM, 
at  any  and  every  olyecb  rather  than  the  pmut 
which  seemed,  £f  any  thing  was,  material  to  a 
deoiMon  of  the  cause.  AJmoet  every  nde  of 
evidence  hitherto  deemed  reasuiaUe,  seoii  to 
have  been  disregarded  in  this  IziaL  The  Hoon 
hasflonndered&wigh  the  testiniHiy  i^psreatly 
without  chart  or  c<Hnpaai  to  direct  i^  aodiii 
dear  violation  of  the  most  well-settled  and  au- 
thoritative 1^  prindplea.  The  debate  liu 
been  abont  equally  discursive  and  emtio.  Ibtj 
topics  have  been  introduced  and  gravdy  argm 
which  have  neither  beat  denied  nor  doebud 
in  any  qoarter.  I  hope,  sir  that  tbejiidciii«it 
of  the  Honae,  when  it  shall  be  rendered,  tuI 
atone  for  the  irrelevant  mass  of  proof  which  iu 
been  given,  and  the  aberrant  obaraeter  ot  im 
discussion. 

Oentleioen  have  set  themsdvea  leiiaiialj  u 
work  to  prove  that  memhers  of  this  Honae  hi^ 
certain  constitutional  privDesea.  What,  sr,  v 
privilege?  A  right,  exemption,  or  inuniuiilr, 
poeaeBsed  by  one  or  more  pMaonaJrat  not  am- 
nion to  all  their  fellow-oitizeni.  AMsewboan 
entitled  to  immnuiljea  of  this  nature  an  pnn- 
leged  persons,  and  ot  this  deacrqition  «• 
members  of  tlds  Honae.  AU  privilege  n  m 
to  be  a  nuisance,  yet,  for  reasons  dewnee  nlfi- 
dent  of  themselves,  some  of  a  very  "np**"'^ 
character  have  been  conferred  upon  thwa  wm 
represent  the  people  here.  No  one  baa  deoiMi 
no  one  can  deny,  their  exxstence.  They  «". 
no  doubt,  conferred,  and  are  tolerated  on  pnt- 
lio  grounds,  and  not  as  ft  boon  or  iodn!g«we  W 
individoals.  They  ahonld  be  fiw,  limited,  *:P 
defined ;  and  they  are  of  that  charscler.  IM 
constitotion  which  created  and  <xai!eTt\h*m,» 
fizplldt,  and  too  plain  to  adnut  of  docH  cr 
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cariL  Beiuton  sod  Represeutativec  in  Con- 
gress are  privilMed  from  arrest  "  In  all  cases, 
except  treason,  felon;,  or  br«adli  of  the  peace ; " 
"  and  for  an;  speech  or  debate  in  either  House 
the^  shall  not   be  questioned  in  an;  other 

Jlaoe."  All  this,  sir,  is  plain  and  explicit 
[ere  is  no  room  to  raise  a  question.  These  are 
the  nDdoabted  i^bts  or  priTile^ee  of  membere 
<rf  Congress.  Whoever  Tiolates  them,  does  a 
wrong  to  the  individnal  and  the  conntr;,  sete 
the  constitution  at  defiance,  and  jostl;  exiwses 
himself  to  tliat  measore  of  panishment  which 
the  laws  have  provided  for  such  oases. 

These  privileges  are  founded  on  good  reasons. 
BepreeentatiTes  of  the  people  ought  to  speak 
freel;,  and  without  the  fear  of  personal  injur;, 
or  the  vexation  and  hazard  c^  renwnsibilit; 
elsewhere.  If  words,  slanderous  in  their  t«rma, 
are  ntt«red  here,  the  oonslitntion  declares  the; 
are  not  sluideFoua.  If  spoken  on  another  oo- 
canon,  and  in  another  place,  malice  woold  be 
hoplieo.  Bat  in  words  spoken  here,  malice  b 
repudiated,  and  for  all  legal  purposes  good  mo- 
tives are  absolntel;  inferred.  We  are  exempt 
from  civil  process.  For  debts,  we  ma;  set  the 
law  and  its  officers  at  defiance.  We  are  be;ond 
their  reach.  Our  privilege  is  our  shield.  We 
are  free  tram  arrest  in  all  esses  except  for  crimes 
— "  treason,  felon;,  or  breach  of  the  peace." 

These  impunities,  not  eigojed  b;  others,  but 
which  are  the  indispntable  righta  of  members 
of  this  bod;,  should  admoDisb  us  of  the  corre- 
spondent dnty — never  to  abuse  them.  They 
were  not  designed  as  a  shield  for  mendscitj, 
fraud,  or  malice ;  and  should  never  be  used  as 
a  cover  for  debmation,  or  to  stir  up  an  nn- 
fonnded  and  false  clamor. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  are  not  strictl;  the 
privileges  of  members,  but  of  their  constituents ; 
or  rather,  that  the;  were  conferred  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  constituents,  and  not  at  all  for  the  in- 
dividnal  members.  The  discussion  npon  this 
brancli  of  the  subject,  I  believe,  has  not  been 
ver;  intelligible  to  an;  one.  The  privileges  of 
members  are  their  rights — their  inaividoal  and 
oonstitational  righta ;  and  whether  conferred 
with  a  view  to  their  own  protection  and  se- 
curit;  in  performing  their  public  dnties,  or  for 
a  higher  object,  the  benefit  of  their  oonstitnents, 
I  regard  as  a  matter  of  utter  indifference. 
Snfficieot  for  me  that  the  privilege  has  been 
conferred,  that  the  right  exists,  that  the  consti- 
tution has  spoken,  and  ell  are  bound  to  heed 
and  obe;  its  voice.  We  are  not  legislating  with 
a  view  to  determine  what  privileges  ought  to 
be  conferred  on  members  of  this  House.  That 
was  decided  b;  the  people  in  adopting  the  eon- 
etitntion  mider  which  we  are  asaembled.  Our 
privileges  are  to  be  found  in  that  iustrnment. 
Legislation  cannot  abridge  them ;  nor  can  the 
whim,  the  caprice,  or  the  will  of  this  bod;  make 
them,  like  the  privileges  of  the  British  Parlia- 
meot,  nnlimitecC  nndeSned,  and  nudefinable. 

I  therefore^  sir,  dismisa  the  matter  of  privi- 
l^e.  If  the  privilege  of  a  member  has  been 
invaded,  the  existence  of  the  privilege  itself  is 
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not  denied.  If  a  wrong  has  been  done,  nnd  no 
one  denies  that  there  has,  the  law  has  provided 
ample  means  for  redress.  The  courts  are  open; 
justice  will  be  sure  and  speed; ;  the  course  is 
plain  and  free  from  difficn^;.  No  one  doubted 
the  power  of  the  courts  to  infiict  an  adequate 
ponishment,  and  afford  to  the  injured  part;  an 
adequate  reparation.  But  here,  in  thiii  House, 
the  dispated  point — indeed,  dr,  in  myjndgment., 
the  onl;  eeseutial  point  in  controvers;,  is  the 
power  of  the  House  to  tr;  and  punish  for  an 
effenoe  which  I  admit  has  been  oommitt«d. 

The  t«stimon;  has  undergone  a  strict  anal;- 
KB,  and  been  snmmed  up  in  due  form.  For 
what  purpose?  To  prove  what  the  acoused 
admitted  in  his  plea,  and  what  no  one  has  <jatm- 
tioned — that  an  assault  has  been  committed  on 
the  member  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Btaitbebbt.)  To 
prove  further,  what  I  will  not  stop  to  oontro- 
vert,,  that  the  assault  was  made  for  words 
spoken  in  debate.  Both  points,  for  the  purpose 
of  this  discussion,  I  wiU  admit  to  be  estaoliuied. 
I  will  take  them  in  this  respeot  to  be  indubitap 
ble.  Bnt  what  consequence  shall  we  draw  flx>m 
them?  Wh;,  oertoinl;,  argued  tho  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Doddieidoe,)  if  thtftnem- 
her  WHS  assaulted  for  thatoanse,  it  wasabreach 
of  the  privilcses,  and  a  high  contempt  of  the 
authority  of  this  House.  And  as  "  a  privilege 
without  the  means  of  enforcing  it,  and  of  se- 
curing  its  enjoyment,  is  no  privilege,"  this 
House  has  therefore  an  nnqnestionable  ri^t  to 
tr;  and  punish  the  accused  for  that  asBanTt;  I 

This  is  the  species  of  argument  which  we 
have  heard ;  and  in  this  manner  the  honorable 
gentleman  comes  to  the  couclowon  that  this 
House  is  full;  anthorised  to  do  what  it  is  as- 
suming to  do.  I  differ  with  the  honorable  fen- 
tlemon  totally  In  both  these  positions.  The 
assault  on  the  person  I  admit ;  but  I  deny  that 
there  was  an;  assault  upon  the  privilege  of  the 
member,  or  any  contempt  of  this  House.  Priv- 
Oege  is  a  peculiar  right  or  immunity,  possessed 
by  the  few,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many.  A 
breach  of  privilege  is  bnt  a  violation  of  that 
peculiar  ngbL  But  this  assault  wonld  have 
been  equally  an  outra^  and  equally  unjustifia- 
ble, baa  it  been  committed  on  any  (Ahercitizen. 
It  was  a  violation  of  rights  equally  possessed 
by  all,  and  not  of  any  special  right,  which 
adheres  to  an  individnal  as  a  member  of  tUa 
House.  It  was  a  breach  of  the  general  law  of 
society,  and  not  of  the  peculiar  immnuities  of 
this  House.  I  maintain  then,  sir,  that  the 
rights  of  the  member,  as  such,  have  not  been 
wounded,  nor  has  the  dignity  of  the  House  been 
insulted,  or  its  authority  contemned.  The 
general  law  of  the  land  is  ample  for  this  case, 
without  relying  upon  any  peculiar  provision 
for  the  eecnrit;  of  members  of  this  bod;. 

But  if  I  am  mistaken  in  this ;  i^  indeed,  this 
ma;  with  propriet;  be  treated  as  a  breach  of 
privilege  and  contempt  of  this  House,  what 
then  ?  Does  it  follow  Uiat  this  House  is  suthor- 
ized  to  punish !  That  is  averred  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.    His  position  ia,  that  tlie 
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bodj  possesring  the  privilege  muBt  have  tlie 
mesna  of  securing  its  ei^OToieot,  and  of  puniab- 
ing  for  its  viol&tion,  or  tt  is  do  privilege.  This 
is  bold  ETOnnd.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  eostained  it,  or  if  it  can  be  sostaincd  in  an; 
manner.  I  will  admit  the  qneetion  to  be  settled. 
Bat  altbongh  the  position  hna  been  advanced 
as  anthoritative,  jet  I  submit  to  the  Hooee 
that  it  waa  accompanied  with  verj  little  argn- 
ment  to  iUoatrate  or  establish  its  ooooraoj.  I 
confess,  sir,  that  I  cannot  accede  to  this  opinion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  able  and  accurate 
as  I  know  him  in  moat  things  to  be.  la  it  tme 
that  an  individnal  or  a  public  body,  whose 
privileges  have  been  assailed  and  trampled 
under  foot,  has  a  ri^ht,  not  only  to  repel  the 
assailant,  bat  to  inflict  upon  him  retribative 
JoBtice  I  I  should  say  not,  air.  I  shoold  tnm 
to  the  courts  for  Jastice.  I  ehoald  invoke  their 
powers,  where  uie  individnal  wrong  or  the 
pablio  ofTonce  called  for  reparation  or  punish- 
ment But  the  honorable  gentleman,  like  the 
accused  now  on  trial,  woald  take  the  law  into 
his  own  hand.  A  wrong  having  been  done,  by 
violating  a  privilege,  he  woald  himself  right 
it :  tub  aggrieved  and  injured  party  he  would 
make  jn^ce.  Upon  this  argmnent,  the  right 
and  the  authority  to  poni^  are  called  into 
existence  by  the  attack  apon  privilege.  This  is 
new  doctrine,  aad  an  uansaal  mode  of  trans- 
mitting and  acquiring  jndicial  power.  A  blow 
has  made  many  a  worthy  man  a  knight,  but 
npon  this  principle  the  beating  of  one  ipember 
transfers  jadicitu  power  not  only  to  himself  bat 
to  all  other  members  of  the  same  body. 

I  would  not,  sir,  treat  this  subject  lightly  or 
irreverently.  We  are  inqairing  mto  the  con- 
Btitntional  powers  of  this  noose,  the  sonrce  of 
its  authority,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  b 
acquired.  I^  indeed,  our  powers  as  a  judicial 
body  arise  upon  the  perpetration  of  an  outrage 
on  a  member,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  explore 
this  theory  of  the  constitution,  and  present  it 
to  the  public  gaze.  Will  it  stand  examination  ? 
Can  the  judgment  of  any  gentleman  approve 
itt  The  mass  of  oar  powers  are  legislative,  not 
Judicial.  Ordinarily  we  have  not  the  powers 
of  a  court;  nor  have  we  at  any  time,  anless 
they  are  brought  into  existence,  as  is  urged  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  by  a  breach  of 
privilege.  His  theory  regards  the  power  to 
panish  as  incident  to  the  possession  of  the 
privil^e.  But  how  does  the  gentleman  prove 
the  accuracy  of  this  position  ?  Does  he  find  it 
in  any  judicial  system  whatever !  Is  such  the 
opinion  of  any  jurist  or  statesman,  except  the 
gentleman  himself  whose  opinion  is  worthy  of 
respect?  Where  does  the  gentleman  find 
authority  for  the  podtion  he  has  advanced  with 
such  oonfldenoe ! 

We  have  no  privileged  orders  here,  yet  there 
are  many  individnals,  aside  from  members  of 
Congress,  who  are  temporarily  clothed  with 
privileges.  Attorneys  at  law,  jurors,  witnesses, 
parties  to  suits,  are  familiar  instances.  All 
these  are  ];nrivileged— have  rights  peoulior  to 
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themselves.  Bat,  how  do  they  perstHully  vin- 
dicate these  privileges  when  SMOiled,  and  inflict 
summary  punishment  upon  the  violator  t  I 
need  not  answer  this  question.  We  all  know 
that  they  have  no  power  of  that  description, 
and  that  their  only  relief  is  in  the  courts. 
They  may  punish.     Such  is  the  nature  and  tbe 

Srovince  of  jndicial  power ;  bat  I  take  leaTe  to 
Wj  that  any  sach  power  is  necessarily  coa- 
veyed  by  conferring  privil^es  upon  on  indi- 
vidual  or  a  pnblio  boaj.  The  English  Codto- 
cation,  or  Scdeaiaalioal  Synod,  fumisbes  id 
apposit«  tUastrotJon  of  the  question  now  aada 
dlwinBEion.  A  public  statute  of  the  realm  girei 
to  members  of  that  body  the  same  rights  ud 
privileges  as  were  or  should  be  eqjoyed  by  tbe 
nobles  and  commonalty  called  to  Parliameat. 
Yet,  sir^  was  it  ever  beard  that  that  aaaonUy, 
the  miniature  of  a  Parliament,  with  all  ita  gai- 
geons  display  and  expanded  powers — with  sll 
the  immunities  of  the  body  to  which  it  is  sadnu- 
lated — was  it  ever  pretended  that  it  couH  deal 
out  retributive  justice  for  a  violatdim  of  its 
privileges !  Certainly,  sir,  nothing  of  this  na- 
ture was  ever  suggested  there.  It  remuDedCir 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  dis- 
cover and  present  as  oa  axiom  in  l^ielslJTe 
Jnrisprudence,  that  the  power  to  pnoiah  i^ 
mseparably  connected  with  the  poaassrioa  of 
privilege] 


Teuxsdat,  May  10. 
Que  qf  Samuel  Sbtaton. 

The  House  reaomed  the  case  of  Stnud 
Houston — the  question  pending  the  same  tt 
yesterday. 

Ur.  Ckaks,  of  Ohio,  sud  when  this  case  >as 
first  brought  before  the  House,  I  supposed  il 
merely  involved  a  question  of  fact,  ana  that,  if 
the  oharge  was  sustained  by  the  evidenoe,  tlit 
appropriate  punishment  would  foUoir,  as  s 
necessary  oonseqaenoe.  Bat  I  waa  mislaten. 
Some  gentlemen  wholly  deny  the  power  of  tlda 
Bouse  to  punish  contempta  and  breaches  of 
privilege;  others,  restrictmg  the  power  to  tbe 
narrowest  possible  limits,  maintain  that  tb« 
peculiar  circamstances  of  this  case  will  not 
warrant  its  exercise.  I  shall  endeavor  to  ehov 
that  the  charge  against  the  accused  is  Mlysio- 
t^ned  by  the  proof ;  that  the  Iloase  does  rigbt- 
fully  possess  the  power  to  punish ;  and  that  thla 
case  presents  a  fit  oocaaion  for  its  exercise.  The 
charge  is,  that  the  accused  conmiitted  an  sssutt 
and  natt«ry  on  the  member  tram  Ohio,  lor 
words  spoken  in  debate  by  the  latter.  Tb» 
acoDsed,  in  his  answer,  admits  the  conunis^ 
of  the  SBsaolt  and  battery,  but,  through  hv 
counsel,  seeks  to  avail  himself  of  a  novel  spedo 
of  defence ;  that  this  outrage  on  the  gentieman 
from  Ohio  was  committed,  not  forthe  speeeli 
made  by  him  in  this  House,  but  for  the  puolics- 
tion  of  that  speech ;  and  his  reiosal  to  answ«r 
the  interrogatory  of  the  accused,  whether  that 
publication  was  a  correct  copy  of  his  qteecb. 
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Hie  defence  is  not  BnBtuned  by  the  eTidence, 
and,  if  it  were,  it  would  not  avail  the  acoosed. 
X  will  not  waste  the  time  of  the  House,  hj  a 
minate  reoapitnlation  of  the  t«etimonj.  The 
answer  of  the  acooeed  does  not  direotlj  deny 
that  the  act  was  oommitted  for  the  caueo  aa- 
rigned  in  tbe  charge,  in  his  letter  to  the  member 
fi^tn  Ohio ;  he  nukea  no  inqnirj  or  complunt 
respecting  the  pnbtication ;  his  only  object  was 
to  aacertun  whether  that  pDhlication  was  & 
correct  report  of  the  speech.  For  anght  that 
appeara  in  tbe  teetimony,  the  accnsed  did  not 
blow  that  the  member  flram  Ohio  bad  any 
ageney  in  the  publication,  until  the  fhot  was 
t&ed  by  bim  oo  his  eiaminatioa.  But  if  any 
donbt  rested  on  this  point,  it  would  be  com- 

Eletely  removed  by  tbe  testimony  of  the  mem- 
er  from  Tennessee. .  The  answer  of  the  aconied 
to  the  well-meant  remonatranoes  of  his  real 
friend,  proves  the  temper  of  hia  mind — proves 
eoncloHively  thatit'Was  the  speech  delivered  in 
this  House  which  roosed  his  indignation,  and 
inflamed  hia  tbiret  for  vengeance ;  and  that  it 
was  a  mere  aftertbonght  to  ascribe  the  subse- 

Jnent  outrage  to  the  pnblioation  of  that  speech, 
t  was  here,  in  this  Hall,  he  had  suffered  wrong, 
and  here  should  the  wrong  be  righted.  The 
conrt  of  Heaven  itself  ahonld  not  shield  the 
wrong-doer.  The  ferocious  contempt  of  all 
•anctions,  bnman  and  divine,  eihihitM  in  that 
answer,  however  charaotAristic  it  might  have 
been,  in  the  month  of  a  robber  chieftwi, "  with 
hand  of  blood  and  brow  of  gloom,"  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  in  a  country  then  the  most 
lawless  and  worst  governed  in  Europe,  sorely 
will  not  be  endured  in  this  enlightened  age  and 
tiviliaed  country.  To  my  Indgment,  tbe  evi- 
dence eatabliahes  fully  and  incontrovertihly, 
that  the  tme  and  only  canse  of  this  outrage  is 
the  only  one  assigned  in  the  charge,  and  that 
the  oocnsad  cannot  nnd  ought  not  to  evade  the 
oonseqnencee  of  this  act,  by  ascribing  it  to 
another  and  simulated  motive. 

But,  were  the  fact  otherwise,  I  deny  that  the 
decisons  of  tbe  English  oourta,  in  the  cases  of 
Lord  Abingdon  and  of  Oreavy,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  applicable  to,  or  authoritative  in,  this 
(xnintry.  Sor  woold  the  defence  now  set  np 
be  sustained  in  the  British  Honse  of  Oommons. 
By  the  law  of  that  country,  as  expounded  by 
Its  Jodge^  a  member  of  Parliament  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  any  thing  said  by  him  in  debate, 
flxeept  to  the  Honse  of  which  he  is  a  member ; 
bnt  if  he  publish  his  speech  in  the  newsp^>era, 
though  for  tbe  purpose  of  correcting  an  erro- 
neoQB  report  made  without  his  privity  or  con- 
sent, this  act  of  publication  renders  bim  liable 
to  a  proseonlJon,  if  tbe  published  speech  oon- 
t^na  matter  reflecting  on  the  character  and 
eondnct  of  an  individual,  and  he  cannot  set  up 
his  privilege  as  a  bar  to  such  prosecntlon.  A 
party  arraigned  befiire  tbe  Honse  of  Commons 
for  on  assault  and  battery  on  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, ni^ee  this  defence :  Tme,  I  assaulted  and 
beat  your  member ;  hut  the  act  was  done  for 
the  puhlioaldon  of  the  speech,  Dot  for  tbe  speech 


itself.  By  the  law  of  the  land,  a  member 
publishing  his  speech  may  be  prosecuted  as  a 
libeller ;  myo,  a  member  publishing  his  speech 
may  be  assaulted  by  any  one  who  mncies  him- 
self injured  by  such  publication,  and  your  rights 
are  untonched,  yonr  privUe^  inviolate.  I 
deny  the  l(«ic  of  this  conolnston.  It  is  a  turn 
teqtiitvr.  In  &ct,  the  Honse  of  Oommons  has 
always  punished  insults  and  personal  violence 
to  its  members,  from  whatever  canse,  as  a 
breach  of  privil^^. 

In  all  argomecte  drawn  trma  analogy,  we 
must  he  careful  that  tbe  cases  are  alike,  that 
there  is  no  essential  difference  in  the  facts  and 
circumstances ;  otherwise,  our  reasoning  will 
be  ineonclosive  and  erroneousL  Before  we 
adopt  and  natoralize  these  doctrines  of  the 
English  courts,  and  extend  their  application  to 
such  oases  as  the  one  now  before  us,  let  ns 
compare  the  difference  in  the  forms  of  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  institutions  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  one  is  a  monarchy,  of  which  tbe 
secrecy  in  counsel  is  a  constituent  quality ;  the 
other  a  republic,  of  which  publicity  is  the  life 
and  Bouh  In  England,  in  a  prosecution  for  an 
alleged  libel,  the  truth  of  the  charge  Vannot 
be  given  in  evidence ;  here,  truth  may  be  freely 
published,  whether  it  affects  Government,  magis- 
tracy, or  individuals,  if  suob  publication  be  made 
from  Kood  moUves,  ond  for  jostifloble  ends. 

"  The  two  Houses  of  Parliament,"  I  quote 
Hallsm's  Constitutional  History  of  England, 
vol.  S,  p.  S98,  "  are  supposed  to  deliberate  with 
dosed  doors.  It  is  always  competent  for  any 
one  member  to  insist  that  strangers  be  ex- 
cluded; not  on  any  special  ground,  but  by 
merely  enfcrdng  the  standing  order  for  that 
purpose.  It  has  been  several  times  resolved 
that  it  is  a  high  breach  of  privilege  to  publish 
any  speechea  or  proceedings  of  the  Commons ; 
though  they  have  since  directed  their  own  votes 
and  resolutions  to  be  printed."  It  was  re- 
solved. Mm.  eon.,  Febmary  26,  1739,  that  "it 
is  an  indignity  to,  and  a  breach  of  the  privilege 
of  this  House,  fbr  any  person  to  give,  in  written 
or  printed  newspapers,  any  account  or  minutes 
of  the  debates  or  other  proceedings  of  this 
House,  or  of  any  committee  thereof;  and  that, 
upon  discovery  of  the  authors,  &o.,  this  Honse 
vSl  proceed  against  the  offenders  with  the 
utmost  severity."  In  1738,  the  resolution  was 
repeated  in  nearly  tbe  same  words.  On  the 
80tb  of  April,  1747,  Cave,  the  editor  of  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  was  broaght  to  the  bar 
for  publishing  the  House's  debates ;  he  denied 
that  he  retained  any  person  is  pay  to  moke  tbe 
speeches,  and,  after  expressing  his  contrition, 
was  discMiarged,  on  payment  of  the  fees. 

Look  at  the  contrast  exhibited  by  the  Ameri- 
can Congress.  So  Tbi  from  this  secrecy,  this 
caution  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance  of  our 
proceedinga,  every  hcility  is  afforded,  and  great 
expense  is  incurred,  to  give  publicity  to  tfiem. 
Extra  copies  of  important  public  documents  arc 
printed,  and  scattered  tbrongh  the  whole  oonn- 
try,  for  public  information,  uiatead  of  conniving 
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at  reporters,  oa  in  England,  admitting  tham  as 
it  were  bj  eteahb,  aod  eeoreliDg  them  behind 
the  pillara  of  the  gaileriee,  here  the;  are  ad- 
mitted  of  right ;  70a  assign  them  oonapiononB 
staUona  in  the  HaU,  and,  in  &ct,  constitute 
thetn  ofBoers  of  the  HooBe.  I  know  that  those 
roles  and  orders  of  Parliament,  tliongh  unre- 
pealed, are  obsolete ;  that  the  debates  of  both 
HoDses  are  freely  and  fiilly  pablished ;  and  the 
intelligent  writer  to  whom  I  have  referred, 
Bttribntea  the  improTement,  naj,  even  the 
preaervatdon,  of  the  Britiah  constitution,  to  this 
dronmatance.  "  Perhaps,"  is  his  Ituignage, 
"  the  oonstitntion  could  not  have  stood  bo  long, 
or  rather  wonid  have  stood  like  a  nseless  uid 
aiiteDaiit«d  mansion,  if  this  onlawfiil  means  had 
not  kept  up  a  perpetual  interoonrse,  a  recipro- 
oit;  of  innnence,  between  the  Parliament  and 
the  people,"  But  a  corrupt  House  of  Oom- 
moti^,  imbued  with  the  slavish  doctrines  of  a 
fonner  age,  onziouB  to  muzzle  the  preaa,  to 
diroad  tlieir  proceedings  in  secrecy,  may  arouse 
those  sleeping  lions,  and  will  do  ao,  whenever 
they  believe  the  spirit  of  the  people  is  broken 
to  rabmiasion. 

Are  tlie  representatives  of  the  American 
people  prepared  to  admit  the  dootrine  that  S 
member  cannot  publish  his  speech,  however 
truly  and  faitMnlly,  without  divesting  himself 
of  his  privily  t  Ho  reporter,  however  skilful, 
can  report  with  perfect  accurao;^  the  language 
and  seutimenta  tk  a  speaker.  Is  it  not  noto- 
rions  ttiat,  if  yon  deny  to  a  member  the  right 
of  revising  and  oorrectiug  the  notes  of  the 
reporter,  his  speech  must  go  oat  to  his  consti- 
tnents,  and  to  the  public,  mutilst«d,  distorted, 
and  misrepreaont^  I  Are  genUemen  aware  of 
the  oonaequeuces  of  this  rigorous  exclusion  of 
the  right  of  revision  and  correction  t  Why, 
speeches,  as  delivered  here  sometimes,  resemble 
besr-onba,  which  are  licked  into  shiape  only 
when  they  approach  the  preaa, 

Fbid^t,  May  11. 
due  Iff  Samuel  BovtUm. 

The  House  reanmed  the  nase  of  Samuel  Honaton. 

Mr.  Ebbb,  of  Maryland,  add :  Hr.  Speaker,  in 
the  decision  of  this  question  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  this  Union  are  involved.  It  goes  to 
the  foundation  of  the  Government ;  it  strikes 
at  the  root  of  liberty ;  it  may  realize  the  boding 
fears  of  many  who  Mready  apprehend  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union.  For,  if  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  here  asaemblod,  cannot  protect 
themselves  against  violence,  and  external  infln- 
ence  and  control,  by  whom  shall  they  be  pro- 
tected ?  By  what  laws,  by  what  Judgment,  or 
by  what  tribunals  can  they  be  preserved  t 

Bir,  we  are  about  to  decide  a  case  in  which, 
it  is  true,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  private 
citizen  are  involved,  tu  well  as  the  pnvileges 
of  the  whole  people,  in  the  persons  of  their 
immediate  representatives.  Tite  dignity  of  this 
people  is  thus  brou^t  into  question  by  the 
conduct  of  the  aocnsed.    To  the  liigh  tribonal 


of  public  opinion,  and  to  oar  immediito  eoaatt- 
tnents,  we  mnst  all  anawflt  for  the  oourae  that 
we  may  now  adopt  It  beocmieB  oa,  therefaro, 
to  deUberate  calmly,  and  to  decide  with  in 
enli^teued  Judgment,  upon  a  case  ao  impor- 
tant ;  and  he  who  treats  the  qneatkni  li^tlj, 
cumot,  I  think,  either  jn^ly  appreoiatA  the 
character  oS  oor  Qovemment,  or  regard  the 
peimanenoy  of  its  free  institutions. 

The  first  question  before  the  Hooae  ia,  whether 
Samuel  Honston  ia  gnilty  of  a  breaoh  d  ita 
privileges.  This  being  decided  afBrmativaly, 
will  draw  after  it,  as  I  trust  I  ahall  prove  bf 
reason  and  authority,  the  power  of  paniahment, 
as  well  as  the  kind  and  eit«nt  at  it.  But  thia 
question  involvee  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  ud 
extent  of  our  privileges,  aa  a  matter  of  oonatita- 
tional  right  and  power,  and  into  the  paiticnlcr 
facta  which  are  uleged  to  have  oonatitatad  the 
transgresrioD  impntod  to  the  aoonsed. 

I  listened,  rir,  to  the  defeooe  which  wm 
offered  by  the  learned  oonnsel  fat  Hia  acowed, 
not  only  with  a  respeolfbl  and  devoted  attiB- 
tion,  (an  attention  ^reatlr  heigfateond  by  the 
interest  of  ancient  fhendsiiip,)  bot  witii  a  da^ 
anxiety  to  be  infomied  opim  this  wtf^ty  qoea- 
tion.  I  felt  every  diq>ont]os  to  qipuud  hi* 
eloquence,  and  I  oenld  not  bnt  acanwmaa  ad- 
mire bis  ingenuity ;  but  his  oonstitutional  and 
legal  interpretations  I  was  compelled  wholly  to 
repndiate.  The  learned  oonnsel,  and  hononUa 
members  too^  have  talked  of  privil^es  imde- 
Qned  and  undeflnable ;  an'd  the  connael  of  the 
accused  compMned,  even  to  Hm  last,  that  ha 
was  in  aome  dwree  of  ignwanoe  tS  the  ohai^ 
alleged  ag^ntt  hia  oUent  He  claimed,  at  least, 
that  one  malienable  right  beluiged  to  the  titi- 
len — that,  before  he  ia  nut  upon  hia  trial^  he 
shall  know  and  nnderaana  the  aoraaation  agaurt 
him.  In  the  eloquent  and  Ingenious  oooumI 
these  were  tlie  commonplaoea,  I  wU  wA  aa; 
the  tricks,  of  the  advocaU;  bat,  in  htrnmaUa 
members,  with  a  full  knowlege  of  the  fittta,  and 
with  the  constitfltion  in  their  hands,  those 
grave  doubts  and  anbtietiea  did,  I  confeea,  bot- 
prise  me.  The  accused  himself  diqilayed  bo 
such  faatidions  hesitation  00  this  pcdi^  He 
affected  not  to  miaunderstAnd  the  diarge.  He 
confessed  the  violrait  act  charged  upon  lum,  bat 
avoided  its  leeal  oonseqneooe,  by  denying  the 
intent  imputed,  or  that  he  hais  committed  any 
breach  of  ooustitulionBl  privilege.  The  eonnad 
at  length  snppoaed  that  "  the  main  charge  was 
that  of  assaulting  a  member  for  words  spoken  in 
debate,  and,  thereby,  oommittinR  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  tiiia  Honse ;  and  tiien  he 
boldly  said  he  would  undertake  to  diow  that 
no  such  privilege  belongs  to  a  member  of  this 
Hoose,  as  tA  be  &ee  frcan  assault  for  words 
spoken  in  debate,  Qnless  it  were  m  the  House, 
or  on  his  way  to  or  from  the  Houae ;  at  least, 
so  far  OS  the  power  of  this  House  could  be 
extended  for  his  proteotion,  or  for  the  punish- 
ment of  the  offender. 

Bir,  both  the  privil^e  and  the  spedfie  dune 
of  a  violation  of  it  were  reprsMnted  in  the  flul- 
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eat  maimer  to  tli« jtartj . 
-tion  hu  olearl' 
offence.  Bj  tl 
Houston  was  informed  &om  the  Ohair  that  hehod 
been  brought  up  to  tuiawer  the  ohai^  of  haTing 
Buanltsd  and  beaten  Willuh  Stuibibbt,  a 
member  of  the  HonBe  of  RepresentatiTes  of  the 
United  Statee  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  words 

Soken  by  him,  in  hiB  plaoe,  as  a  member  of  this 
OQse,  in  debate  upon  a  question  then  pending 
beforo  the  Houm.  Moreover,  air,  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  containing  an 
exact  qMoiflcstion  of  the  alleged  ontrage,  was 
delivered  to  the  ftconsed.  I  recite  these  pro- 
(Medlngs  to  meet  the  extraordinarj  argtunent  of 
the  ooonsel,  and  to  show  the  fallacy  of  the 
fltatemeota  which  have  been  made  of  the  cMe. 
Tbey  prove  that  the  partj  had  notice,  the 
most  f«mal  and  precise,  ef  the  nature  <rf  tbe 
eberge,  thut  this  was  known  to  his  connsel,  and 
known  to  every  member  of  this  Eonse. 

I  will  DOW,  Ur.  Speaker,  refer  to  the  fonndo- 
tion  of  that  power  which  it  is  proposed  to  exer< 


1  the  present  oooosioo,  and  I  oonclude 

the  privileL 

inoidentally  and  neoesaarily  embrace  the  power 


that  the  privileges  conferred  by  the  oonstitntion 


to  punish  any  violation  of  them. 

By  the  sixth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
coBStitutJon,  privilwes  of  members  ore  thus 
defined :  "  They  shall  in  eH  oasee,  except  trea- 
son, ffalony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  priv- 
ileged from  arrest  daring  their  attendance  at 
^e  cession  of  their  respective  Houses,  and  in 
going  to  and  retnming  from  the  same ;  and  for 
any  speech  or  debate  m  either  House  they  shall 
not  tie  qneetioned  in  any  other  place."  Here, 
sir,  are  as  plain  and  dear  definitions  of  the 
privileges  of  members,  ss  language  could  ex- 
press. Here  are  rules  of  action  and  of  right, 
not  hung  up  on  high,  like  the  laws  of  the 
bloody  tyrant,  which  have  been  allnded  to,  bat 

Elunly  set  down  in  the  constitntion,  and  in  this 
ttle  monnal,  where  he  who  rons  may  read. 
The  privilege  is  defined,  and  any  violf^ion  of 
it  ia  an  offence  against  the  constitntion,  and 
neeesMty,  if  nothing  else,  gives  the  law  of  pun- 
ishment There  is,  too,  a  neoeaaary  connection 
between  a  breach  of  the  privileges  thus  defined 
and  a  punishment  of  the  offender,  by  restraint, 
during  the  period  of  their  continuance ;  and  yet 
to  adopt  the  nice  distinction  which  has  been  set 
Dp  by  some  gentlemen  between  preventive  and 
retribative  pnnlahment,  as  Md  down  by  them, 
would  refine  away  the  whole  efficacy  of  the 
privilege,  and  the  power  of  preserving  it. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  framers  of  our 
constitntion  were  well  versed  in  parliamentary 
history,  and  were  aware  of  the  principie  laid 
down  in  the  English  authorities,  that  pnvilegeB 
of  Parliament  were  left  undefined,  because  they 
were  sdd  to  be  nndefinoble,  and  that  their  dig- 
nity and  IndefModence  were  preserved  by  keep- 
ing their  privileges  indefinite,  and  that,  there- 
fore, in  our  constitution,  privilege  was  limited. 
The  framers  of  the  oonstitntion  have,  at  least, 
cle^y  and  prudently  defined  those  privileges 


mt  jrowtm.  [B.  ov  B. 

which  are  eesenMal  to  tJie  free  and  independent 
action  of  representatives,  altiiongh  they  left 
the  mode  of  protecting  them  to  the  law,  which 
necessity  and  the  natnre  of  things  conferred. 

The  privilege  now  In  qnestioQ  is  plunly  set 
down  in  this  constitntion,  which  all  uiow.  It 
ia  therein  proclaimed  that  a  member  shall  not 
be  questioned  elsewhere  for  any  speech  or  de- 
bate. But  it  is  contended  that,  aa  no  express 
power  is  granted  to  paniah  a  breach  of  this 
privilege,  Uiis  House  cannot  exercise  any  power 
over  the  party  interfering  with  it,  although  it 
is  admitted  uiat  within  its  own  walls  it  may 
inflict  punishment  for  any  disturbance  of  its 
proceedings  there.  Bnch  doctrines  amonnt  to 
a  total  abrogation  of  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, whilst  the  admissions  of  thoee  who 
hold  them  prove  their  absurdity,  and  establish 
the  opposite  construction. 

The  privilege  declared  was  intended  to  secure 
to  the  House,  in  the  persons  of  its  members, 
or  rather  to  the  people  whom  they  represent, 
free,  nninfluencea,  and  nndistorbed  deliberation. 
The  power  of  legislation,  with  which  the 
constitntion  has  invested  each  House  of  Con- 
gress, necessarily  inclndes  the  right  and  the 
¥)w6r  to  deliberate  freely  and  without  restraint 
his  freedom  cannot  exist  without  the  power 
of  self-protection.  The  means  of  legislation 
are  inherent  in  the  power  to  legislate ;  they 
are  incidental,  becanae  the  power  cannot  other- 
wise exist.  If  the  Honse  has  any  self-protecting 
power,  it  is  not  because  it  is,  in  any  case, 
specially  ^ven,  but  because  it  is  essential  to 
enable  it  to  peribrm  its  factions :  snd,  to  this 
end,  it.mnst  preserve  the  liberty  and  safety  of 
its  memlierB,  so  as  to  enforce  thrir  attendants. 
These  privileges,  and  the  enforcement  of 
them,  are  the  essential  means  of  exercising 
the  power  to  legislate.  They  are  not  con- 
ferred aa  personal  honors  or  distinctions  apon 
individuals,  hut  for  the  bene&t  of  the  people ; 
hence,  they  do  not  attend  us  at  our  homes  In 
the  recess,  bnt  ore  limited  to  the  period  of  our 
service  of  the  people,  and  cease  with  the  neces- 
sity which  created  them.  Therefore,  sir,  those 
wise  and  patriotic  men  who  framed  onr  consti- 
tution, with  BUch  knowledge  of  the  essential 
nature  of  these  legislative  privileges,  and  of  the 
stmggles  of  the  English  Parli»oent  to  maintain 
them,  would  never  have  sent  it  unfinished  from 
their  hands,  had  they  not  been  perfeetiy  con- 
vinced, from  reason  and  analogy,  that  the  inci- 
dental power  to  enforce  the  privileges  they  de- 
fined would  necessarily  be  inferred.  And  on 
whom  has  the  constitution  conferred  this  power 
to  protect  and  preserve  the  privileges  so  dearly 
nven  to  the  Senators  and  Bepreaentatives  in 
Congress? 

Sir,  it  is  on  each  House,  not  on  the  Oongresa ; 
and  in  each  House  neoesaarily  arisea  the  inci- 
dental power  of  preserving  its  existence,  and 
enabling  itself  to  £scbaige  the  deliberative  and 
legislative  functions,  which  that  constitution 
exprcBsly  assigas  to  It.  By  looking  to  any 
other  branch  or  department  of  the  Qovemmeot 
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for  proteotdoD,  tbia  House  Bt«iac«  gives  np  its 
independence  and  its  vei?  existence.  If  we 
call  upon  the  Benste,  it  has  merelj  the  same 
power  as  oarselves,  in  reference  to  ita  own 
Dodf — not  to  ours.  If  jon  refer  to  the  Ezeo- 
ntive,  it  has  no  power  especially  ^Ten  for 
jaai  protection ;  and  the  JDaiciarj,  in  its  slow 
process,  maj  leave  yon  to  perisb,  or  to  be 
xicked  out,  like  the  Romp  Fsrliament  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  present  protection  that  jon  want. 
If  7on  attempt  to  pass  laws  speoislly  to  define 
and  secure  jour  privileges,  and  pnnish  the  viola- 
tion of  them,  the  Benat«  will  tell  yon  that  yon 
alreadj  have  the  power,  or  tliey  may  not  agree 
to  7onr  sjstecn,  or  the  Eiecctive  may  veto  it. 
Thns,  one  hranoh  of  the  Legislature,  bj  throw- 
ing itself  upon  the  Other  for  prot^tion,  gives 
ap  the  eSosoy  of  that  power  of  Independent 
self-preaerratioD  which  the  constitatioD  dearly 
intended  to  bestow  on  eaoh ;  and,  by  a  reliance 
on  tbe  Ezecntive  sanction,  both  Honsee  wonld 
submit  themselves  to  the  footstool  of  Fre«den- 
tial  caprice. 

But,  sir,  the  very  admission,  which  is  made 
on  all  hands,  of  the  right  to  pnnish  others  than 
members  for  contempt  committed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Honse,  is  an  admission  of  the  power 
to  pnnish  for  contempts,  by  intimidation  or  vio- 
lence, out  of  the  Honse ;  becanse  there  is  no 
express  authority  or  power  given  in  the  one 
ease  more  than  in  the  other.  An  express  pow- 
er is  only  given  to  the  Honse  to  punish  its  own 
members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  even  to 
expel  them ;  but  I  have  seen  or  heard  it  ob- 
served that  that  power  was  given  to  obviate  a 
possible  doubt  of  tlie  power  of  the  members 
representing  the  other  States  to  restrun  any 
representative  of  a  Btate  equally  entitled  to  act, 
in  Us  own  discretion :  and  it  was  neoessarv  to 
the  free  aotion  of  all  that  every  one  should  be 
duW  restrained  to  order. 

This  conoemon  of  the  power  to  punish  for 
txAa  committed  within  the  walls  of  the  Honse, 
relinqnishes  the  whole  gronnd  of  the  argument, 
which  is  the  want  of  an  express  grant,  for  there 
b  no  express  power  to  pnnish  others  uian  mem- 
bers ;  and  why  shoold  this  Honse  be  at  liberty 
to  exercise  any  unwanted  power  to  ponlsh  acts 
committed  within  its  walls,  any  more  than  for 
those  committed  beyond  tnem  I  The  iUustra- 
tion  of  this  argument  has  become  familiar  by 


the  free  exercise  of  their  deliberative  fnnctions, 
and  in  freedom  of  debate.  If  a  man  be  beaten 
and  disabled  u  he  is  leaving  the  Honse,  or  at 
his  lodgings,  or  in  the  street,  whilst  he  is  here 
at  the  seat  of  the  le^alive  session,  or  is  ques- 
tioned, and  inUnddated  by  bludgeons,  is  not  the 
inconvenience,  and  the  violation  of  his  privilege, 
the  same  f  Is  not  the  inflnence  to  interrupt  the 
free  exercise  of  his  functions  the  same  t 

And  now,  Mr.  Speatter,  I  will  discnss,  in  a 
very  brief  manner,  the  question  of  fact.  Is  the 
oh&rge  proved  t  The  nature  of  the  charse  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  bs^  ftilly  before 
US.    Do  the  fkcte  proved  support  the  aUegation 


of  the  violence  having  been  committed  (m  the 
person  of  the  monber  fh»n  Ohio  with  the  in- 
tent and  for  the  cause  imputed  t 

The  oonnsd  noticed  two  minor  charms,  (as 
he  called  them,)  that  of  the  member  liaTing 
been  beaten  so  as  to  have  l>een  kept  fh>m  his 
seat  in  this  House,  or  having  been  beaten  tat 
his  way  to  a  member  of  the  Senate  on  bumneea. 
I  presume,  sir,  it  can  make  no  poeuble  differ- 
ence in  the  case,  where  he  was  beaten.  If  tbe 
assault  was  committed  on  aoconnt  of  words 
spoken  in  debate.  That  the  assanlt  and  battery 
was  committed,  has  been  amply  proved ;  and 
in  what  maimer  I  Ifcch  h^  beeiii  said,  nt, 
about  the  provocation,  and  whether  the  extra- 
ordinary violence  was  induced  bj  the  speech, 
or  the  publication  of  the  speech ;  but  one  thing 
is  clear — that,  if  an^  case  could  ocourto  call  fi^ 
a  solemn  investigation  by  this  Bouse  oTita  vio- 
lated dignity  in  the  person  of  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, it  is  to  be  seen  m  the  enormitf  of  the  at- 
tack upon  the  person  of  the  member  from  Ohio. 
Shall  I  hold  up  to  jOQ  the  pictnreof  this  trans- 
action from  the  evidence  wnich  has  been  given 
of  it  I  I  will  not  do  so  to  inflnence  jonr  minds, 
but  to  bring  to  them  thetroenatore  of  the  case 
you  are  oiuled  upon  to  dedde.  It  is  to  place 
before  yon  the  member  from  Ohio,  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  ea  important  State,  m  Hie  actoal 
condition  to  which  the  Bieroise  of  his  ooostitn- 
tional  privil^^  here  has  rednoed  him,  and  to 
put  to  a  fUr  test  the  dntdes  which  we  owe  to 
ourselves  and  the  people  whom  we  represent, 
and  more  especially  to  the  constitnentB  of  that 
member.  I  will  read  fma  the  deporition  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Hissonri,  Qte.  Bctx- 
sxB,)  his  account  of  the  rencontre,  from  the  first 
meeting  of  the  accused  and  the  member  from 
Ohio,  till  the  total  prostration  of  the  latter: 


nothing  at  tbe  time,  bnt  WMD  Useoverad  a  gende- 
i  coming  across  the  Avenue,  and  prattj  Bear  to 
uid  nesT  to  the  pavement ;  at  the  ttane  I  £d 
recognii*  the  individual  when  I  firat  obeerred 
him,  bnt  as  be  approached  nearer,  snd  was  m  the 
act  of  pntling  nil  fbot  upon  tbe  pavement,  I  dia- 
covered  it  to  be  Ur.  SruiBixaT.  It  oecoited  un- 
mediately  to  me  tbat  there  would  t>e  a  difienHy  be- 
tween them,  baviDR  nndentood  prcTiouslj  tfkst 
there  had  been  djasitisbction  between  them. 
Houston  did  not  repJy  to  mj  qQeatiwi.  As  Sias- 
BiBSY  approached  nearer,  he  appeared  to  halt  in 
his  place.  Houston  asked  if  that  was  Hr.  BrAnaa- 
—  ^e  replied,  very  politely,  and  bowing  at  Iha 
time,  '  yes,  ur ;'  then,  s^d  Houston,  yoa  sie 
the  damned  rucal,  and  with  that  stmck  him  with  a 
sUck  which  be  held  in  his  hand.  SrumaiT  threw 
up  bis  hands  over  his  head,  and  staggered  back  ; 
his  bat  fell  off;  and  he  eiclaimed,^Oh,  dont 
Booston  continued  to  foUnw  him  up,  and  continaed 
strike  him.  After  receiving  several  severe 
blows,  SuBBiaxT  turned,  as  I  thoogbt,  to  ran  oC 
Houston  at  that  monent  sprung  upon  him  in  the 
rear,  SiAasaaaT'a  arms  '•■"£'"£  down,  apparently 
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defenceless.  He  iriied  liim,  uid  attempted  to  throw 
him,  but  wu  not  able  to  do  bo.  Staitbiut  Mnied 
him  4bout  on  the  pavement  tomt  little  time ; 
whether  fae  extricated  himself,  or  HoniCon  thnut 
him  from  him,  I  am  not  able  to  de 
thoaght  he  thniit  him  from  him ;  >ji  he  ^ 
he  atruck  bun,  and  gare  Mm  a  trip ;  Stuibibbt 
fell;  when  he  fell  ha  adU  coatiDiied  to  halli 
deed,  be  iuUooed  all  the  iJme  pretty  much, 
when  thej  were  scnfSJog.  I  saw  SruBKaaT,  anar 
having  received  aeTeral  blows,  put  out  both  baodi 
In  this  war,  be  then  lying  on  hia  bac^  I  did  not 
diBca*er  what  was  in  hb  haoda,  or  if  any  thing  wat; 
bnt  I  heard  ■  Nimd  Uke  the  aiapplog  of  a  gun  lock, 
ud  I  MW  parlicles  of  Are.  Houaton  appeared  to 
take  bold  of  Stihbibrt'b  handa,  and  took  aome- 
thing  from  them,  which  I  eould  not  eee.  After 
that,  Houaton  alood  up  more  erect,  aOl  beatinf 
Stahbibkt  with  a  nidk  over  the  head,  arms,  am 
rides ;  Stabbirbi  still  kept  hia  hands  spread  out 
After  Houston's  giring  bim  several  otber  blows,  he 
lay  oa  his  back  and  put  up  his  feet ;  Houstoo  then 
MrQck  him  elsewhere.  Ur.  ^imbeekt,  alter  having 
received  several  blows,  ceaaed  to  halloo,  and  iay,  as 
I  thought,  perfectly  milL  All  (his  time  1  had 
spoken  to  either  of  the  parties,  or  interfered  io 
manner  whatever.  I  now  thought  ^ufsisaT 
badly  hurt,  or  perhaps  killed,  Irom  the  manoe 
which  he  lay.  1  stepped  up  to  Houston  to  tell  him 
to  desist,  but,  without  being  spoken  to,  he  quit  of 
his  own  accord.  Mr.  ^ambebbt  then  got  up  oa  his 
feet,  and  I  then  saw  the  pistol  In  the  right  hand  of 
Oovemor  Houston  for  tiie  first  time." 

Saoh  Is  the  evidence  of  the  honorable  Senator. 
Tilh  respect  to  the  witness,  I  will  tay  only  one 
*woTd:  "Mme  enemy's  dog,  had  he  bit  me," 
Bhould  not  have  died  that  death  in  my  pres- 
ence. And  it  is  said  that  onr  procaedinga,  in 
moh  a  case  as  this,  will  be  decided  bj  the 
people.  I  trust,  bit,  that  ^ntlemea  are  greatly 
mistaken.  The  people  will  regard  the  powers 
with  whioh  they  have  invested  ns,  and  they 
will  hold  us  responsible  for  the  doe  exertion  of 
them  for  the  vindication  of  the  privilege  of  every 
member  of  onr  body.  If  on;  man  ooiud  be  more 
■Irased  and  degraded  in  his  person  by  the  vio- 
lenoe  of  another,  I  know  not  how ;  and  are  we 
at  libertj  to  torn  off  the  oompltunt  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio,  and  condemn  him  to  loea  of 
casta  beoanse  his  pistol  missed  fire  ?  Shall  we 
tmdertake  to  degrade  him  from  the  right  of  pro- 
tection and  the  privileges  of  this  Hoose  com- 
mon to  ns  all,  nnder  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitntiOD,  because  he  proved  so  nnfortnnate  as 
not  to  have  killed  his  assailant  I  Bhall  I  ask, 
air,  what  else  he  oonld  have  done  t  Some  of 
ns  mi^t  affect  to  moke  a  ready  answer ;  but 
we  have  never  tried,  and  therefore  cannot  know, 
tiie  difficulties  of  anch  amoment  of  disoomfitnre 
and  impeodiDK  destmctioa 

The  connseTfortha  occaeed  has  taken  a  view 
of  the  oondnot  of  the  memt)er  from  Ohio,  whioh 
Is  wholly  nnsnpported  by  the  evidence,  and 
has,  with  the  aid  of  imagination,  represented 
him  aa  a  man  arming  himself  for  an  affray,  and 
going  fortii  OS  an  aggressor,  and  he  has  more 
ubion  intimated  the  <marftcter  of  the  oc^  in  the 
•ye  of  the  law,  had  he  SQOoeaafnllj  m^tained 
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the  fight.  Sir,  the  evidence  wholly  reflites  this 
statement.  Although  the  member  had  l>een 
informed  that  it  wis  mmored  that  the  accused 
meant  to  shoot  him  in  the  street,  and  hod  been 
advised  by  a  friend  to  prepare  to  defend  him- 
self, and  although  he  hod  armedbimself  accord- 
ingly, he  was  afterwards  thrown  off  his  guard 
by  varions  cironmstances,  and  carried  bnt  a 
single  pistol.  At  ei^ht  o'clock  at  night,  when 
he  was  going  on  a  visit  to  a  Mend,  and  nod  no 
expectation  of  meeting  the  aoonsed,  he  was  sud- 
denly accosted  by  the  accused,  and  instantly 
struck  down  with  a  bludgeon.  Whilst  prostrate 
beneath  bis  assailsnt,  and  as  he  continued  to 
strike  bim  with  great  violence,  he  got  his  hand 
npon  his  pistol,  (hia  only  weapon  and  hia  only 
poBsible  means  of  defence,)  and  endeavored  to 
discha^e  iL  He  did  not  draw  the  pistol  till 
he  was  beaten  to  the  ground,  and  was  lying 
helpless,  and  in  llie  hands  of  his  adversary ;  ana 
he  resorted  to  the  pistol,  as  he  had  a  strict  legal 
right  to  do,  to  save  himself  from  the  probabilitv 
of  impending  death  or  great  bodily  harm.  And 
so  it  would  have  stooa  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
npon  the  settled  rule  of  self-defence,  in  any 
jadioial  fcmm. 

For  what  was  thia  ignominious  ohastisement 
dieted)  It  is  alleged  to  have  been  for  a 
speech  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  mode  in  this 
Honse,  in  a  debate  on  a  subject  pending  before 
iL  In  that  speech  was  a  paasBge  importing  a 
charge  npon  the  late  Secretary  (tt  War  of  an  at- 
tempt made  by  him  frandnlently  to  give  to  the 
accused  the  contract  for  Indian  rations.  I  am 
not  to  undertake  to  mointun  this  allegolion  of 
fraud,  in  order  to  support  the  ai^nment  I  have 
1  hand.  It  Is  snfficient  to  say  that  this  House, 
having  an  inqniwtorisJ  power  over  all  high 
officers  of  the  Qovemment,  is  the  proper  plcwe 
for  a  fair  inquiry  into  every  species  of  corrupt 
or  improper  conduct  in  tbem,  which  the  oriu- 
nary  tribunals  of  Instioe  cannot  reach ;  and  tliat 
it  is  the  dn^  of  every  member  who  comes  to 
the  knowledge  of  frandolent  practices  in  the 
officers  or  departanenta  of  the  G-ovemment,  to 
communicate  the  information  to  this  House. 
He  must  do  this,  however,  nnder  a  responabtli  ty 
to  this  House,  and  to  public  opinion.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  subject  to  which  the  member 
from  Ohio  so  emphatloally  alluded  in  his  ob- 
speech,  and  I  have  no  sympathy  or 
participation  in  the  charge,  more  than  any 
other  member  of  this  Honse ;  and  I  speak  merely 
in  reference  to  the  privilege  of  speech  and  de- 
bate, which  is  seoorad  to  every  member  on  this 
floor  by  the  express  proviuona  of  the  eonstitn- 
tioD.  For  myoel^  I  wonld  never  nve  my  sanc- 
tion or  conntenance  to  li^tand  frivofous  in- 
timations of  fraudulent  praoticea  in  any  officer 
of  Government ;  bnt,if  I  should  become  master 
of  any  such  secret,  and  of  such  &cts  and  cir- 
Dnmstanoes  as  would  convince  the  mind  of  a 
reasonable  man  of  the  reality  of  their  existence, 
I  would  feel  myself  bound  to  disclose  all  ray  in- 
formation to  the  Honse,  and  I  would  do  it  f^r- 
leoly.    What,  then,  has  the  member  from  Ohio 


.yGoogle 


»a] 


ABBIDQHBNT  OF  THK 
Oat  of  BamiU  BoHlbm. 


done  Id  his  place  t  He  has  i^eged  a  corrapt 
dedgn  on  the  port  of  the  lat«  Sewetar;  of  War 
in  an  important  transaotloiif  in  wtiioh  bu  official 
datj  tiad  devolved  ODbiin,audliewentforther, 
and  cbarged  the  President  witli  a  foU  knovledge 
of  the  bn^nage.  He  moreover  gave  hia  reaaoni 
for  Ilia  belief  in  the  facts  allegM,  and  referred 
in  part  to  bis  autboritf .  Sir,  tht^  meiaber  and 
every  other  is  amenable  to  this  Hoase,  even  in 
the  penalty  of  ezpaleion,  for  a  gross,  false 
d^or ;  bat  hie  privilege  of  freedom  of  ^eech 
and  debate  here  cannot  be  coQEtitntionallj  or 
I^ally  questioned  in  any  other  place.  An  in- 
qairy  into  fraade  or  cormptioae  in  any  branch 
of  dke  Oovemmeikt  is  t«o  important  to  the  in- 
ta«ela  of  the  people  to  be  atined  by  violence  or 
fnthnidation,  even  from  individuals  who  may 
deem  themselves  mynstiy  aocnsed. 

In  England,  it  is  an  established  principle,  and 
a  rale  settled  even  by  their  coarta,  that  a  mem- 
ber in  hla  plaoe  DUf  make  a  charge  or  propose 
an  inquiry  npon  conunon  &ma ;  and  here  the 
oonstitntjon  has  given  an  equal  freedom  of 
speech  and  debate.  It  is  a  freedom  of  debate 
and  a  liberty  of  action,  with  which  tlua  Honse 
ie  invested  by  the  people,  in  order  that  it  may 
subserve  their  own  great  paramount  interests. 

I  cannot,  Mr.  Speaker,  enterti^  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  member  from  Ohio  was  qnes- 
doned  and  beBt«n  fbr  his  speech  made  in  this 
House,  and  I  do  not  perceive  how  it  is  possible 
from  the  evidence  to  come  to  any  other  con- 
olnsion,  notwithstanding  all  the  sobtlety  that 
has  been  praottsed  to  diqirove  it. 

The  speech  of  the  member  was  delivered  in 
the  Honse  on  the  Slst  of  Haroh,  and  was  pub- 
lished in  the  InteUigenow  on  Hcnday  the  2d 
instant  The  note  ofthe  accused  was  dated  on 
the  8d,  and  delivered  on  the  4th,  by  the  honor- 
al^e  member  fh>m  Tennewee,  (Mi.  0.  Johnson,) 
to  the  member  from  Ohio.  "Theobjeot  of  this 
note  ia  to  ascertain  whether  my  name  was  used 
by  yon  in  debate ;  and,  if  ao^  whether  your  re- 
marks have  been  oorrectly  qnoted."  Sach  is 
its  tenor.  The  reply  was  (dated  on  the  4th, 
but  not  delivered  till  the  5th) — "  I  cannot  rec- 
ognise tiie  right  of  Ur.  Honston  to  make  this 
reqnest"  Thmnghout  all  the  conversation  of 
the  Bconsed  with  bis  friend,  the  honorable 
member  from  Tennessee,  not  a  syllable  was 
ever  said  by  him  about  the  publication  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  debate ;  and  this  appears,  not- 
withstanding the  close  examioalion  of  an  hon- 
orable member  to  that  point.  The  witness 
said,  indeed,  in  answer  to  the  qnestion,  that  he 
certainly  thought  that  the  aocosed  felt  himself 
aggrieved  by  the  publication  in  the  newspaper, 
but  (Ud  not  remember  that  he  ever  uttered  any 
thing  from  which  that  impression  was  drawn. 
The  aocosed  swore  that  he  would  risht  the 
wrong  where  it  was  given,  and  wonld  whip 
the  damned  rascal  before  he  left  the  House,  the 
honorable  member  from  Tennessee  (Ur.  0. 
Jobhsor)  and  the  accnsed  then  standing  behind 
the  Speaker's  chair  1  But  the  connsel  negatives 
this  idea,  and  pnta  the  provocatioo  npon  the 
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refusal  to  answer  the  accused,  and  the  insult  of 
the  answer  addressed  to  his  friend  1  And  yet 
the  writing  out  and  publication  of  the  speech 
by  the  member  are  rehed  nponasao  nnprivUeged 
aggreerion,  upon  the  evident  aitertboo^t  sw- 
geeted  by  a  distinction  fbnod  in  same  £n^idi 
caaes.  But  did  the  aoooaed  know  on  the  3d, 
or  even  on  the  4th,  that  the  member  fivm  Ofaio^ 
and  not  the  rq>orter,  had  written  ontUiaspeeeb, 
and  oansed  It  to  be  published  t  Ftom  aU  that 
^)pear^  he  never  did  know  it  till  this  trial  had 

Eroceeded.  But,  sir,  the  writing  out  and  pnb- 
oation  of  a  speech  made  here  by  a  member  in 
debate  are  of  tne  essence  of  the  privilege  secured 
by  onr  oonstitntiou,  as  has  been  already  shown 
by  Qie  gentleman  from  Yireinia,  (Ur.  Don- 
DBIDOB,)  and  the  distinction,  therefore,  of  thcM 
cases  oan  have  do  qiplication  in  this  country. 
I  was  aware  of  one  of  the  cases  referred  to  as 
supporting  the  distinction,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
it  would  be  fonnd  that  this  cas^  and  all  otliera 
of  its  class,  must  rest  on  an  old  standing  nde 
of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  which  has  snbcisted 
for  one  or  two  centuries,  that  the  debates  in  the 
House  should  not  be  divulged  or  published 
without  its  order  or  aothority. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  rule,  the  £ns]id 
people  had  once,  perhaps,  a  more  reetneted 
knowledge  of  the  speeches  and  doings  of  their 
representatives  in  Parliament,  though  the  spirit 
of  liberty  found  means  long  ago  to  evade  the 
restriction,  and  to  disseminate  an  adequate 
account  of  every  thins  that  was  there  aaid  or 
done.  I  remember  well,  rar,  my  reaiUug,  when 
a  boy,  in  "  The  Gentleman's  Msgaxlue,"  pub- 
lished in  London  a  little  less  than  a  century  ago, 
the  Senate  of  Lillipnt,"  winch 


ters.  But,  in  the  present  enlightened  Btat«  oi 
the  public  mind  in  England,  thu  ancient  rule  is 
obsolete,  or  wholly  disregarded,  and  the  debate 
of  every  hour  in  Parliament  is  given  out  to  the 
people  m  numl>eries8  daily  Joumala. 

But,  Ur.  Speaker,  upon  the  whole  evidence 
in  this  case,  there  remuns  not  a  doubt  that  it 
was  the  speech  of  the  member  from  Ohio  in 
debate  npon  this  floor,  tliat  was  the  cause,  the 
true  cause  of  the  ontroge  committed  upon  Um 
by  the  accused,  and  that  fact  coucludes  the  sab- 
ject. 

Ur.  DioKBOH,  of  New  Tork,  aiA :  The  re- 
spondent is  chained  with  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House,  by  an  assault  and  battery 
on  the  member  from  Ohio,  (Ur.  Stasbkbbt,) 
for  words  spoken  by  him  in  debate  on  this 
floor.  I  consider  the  charse  as  admitted  by 
the  reGpondent  at  the  bar.  Independent  of  the 
response  of  the  accused,  I  counoer  the  chai^ 
as  proved  by  the  note  addressed  to  the  memlwr 
from  Ohio.  The  member  was  not  a^ed 
whether  the  remarks  in  the  Intelligencer  were 
true,  but  whether  those  remarks  were  an  acco- 
rate  report  of  his  speech. 

What  more  t  The  remark  of  the  aocosed  to 
his  friend  from  Tennessee,  when  advised  not  to 
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mako  die  assaolt  in  thU  Eoom,  tiiat  be  would 


proTes,  oonoliuiTely,  that  the  Bwanlt  and  bat- 
tery were  for  words  spoken  in  debate  oa  this 
floor,  and  not  fbr  the  pnblioatitHi  of  the  speech 
in  the  Intel  ligenoer. 

The  ooutiael  for  Uie  aconsed  nifed,  in  his  de- 
fBDce,  that  it  was  not  tJie  speeon,  bat  the  not* 
from  the  member  from  Ohio,  that  oooa^ned 
the  assaoIL  Was  tliat  tme  t  Was  tbrae  anj 
tiling  in  th&t  not«  ioBDlting  to  tJieaoonaedt 
Was  there  any  insult  to  the  frieod  of  tibe  ae- 
eiued  from  Tennessee!  That  frinid  swean 
that  lie  was  doabtfol,  that  be  eonanlted  bis 
friend^  that  tbej  advised  him,  and  bis  own 
judgment  oonflrmed  th^  deoinon,  titat  tbwe 
was  no  indinit^  oSbred  by  the  note  to  the  ao- 
cased,  or  bis  friend ;  that  he  ao  infbrmed  th» 
aocDsed,  who  was  eatiBfied  with  snoh  judgment 
of  his  Mend,  and  the  judgment  of  the  commtm 
friends  of  both.  The  note,  then,  oonbdoed  no 
inmlt  to  the  aoansed ;  and  I  oonsidBr  the  charge 
as  A1II7  proved,  that  the  aasaolt  and  batter; 
were  fbr  words  spoken  in  debate  on  the  floor 
of  this  HoDse. 

But  I  shall  aaanme  a  still  broader  gronnd. 
The  oonnsel  for  Uie  aoonsed  triumphantly  a^ed, 
whether,  ifanasaanltand  battery  were  oommitted 
on  a  member,  and  be  was  disabled,  not  while 
on  hU  way  to  or  ttom  bia  bou-ding-honae,  but 
in  going  to  see  other  memberB  on  bntbaeaa  in 
relation  to  the  dtsoharge  of  his  dnties  as  snoh 
member,  it  woold  be  a  breach  of  priviWe.  I 
contend  that  it  would,  and  that  an  assault  sod 
batteiy  oommitted  on  a  member,  dming  the 
aeseion  of  Oongrees,  with  («  without  oaoM, 
wonld  be  a  breach  of  privilege,  as  decided  by 
the  late  Obief  Jnalice  Panons,  and  tbe  other 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  Maasachnsetts, 

Tne  aocnaed  has,  then,  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  privilegea  of  this  Honse,  and  rendered 
himself  liable  to  arrest  and  impruonment  by  ita 
order ;  shown  by  elementary  writers  in  the  re' 
peated  deciuoos  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
ainoe  IB50,  and  by  the  decinons  of  the  Oonrts  of 
Common  Pleas,  Emg's  Bench,  Ezobeqner  Obam- 
ber,  all  the  judges,  and  the  House  of  Lords 
utting  as  a  court  of  error  in  England.  lu  tiie 
fourth  year  of  Edward  the  Biith,  1950,  one 
'Witbrinffton  was  oommitted  to  the  Tower  for 
an  assault  on  one  Brandling,  a  burgess  of  New- 
oastle,  (6  Bt.  Trials,  p.  S.)  Williams  threat- 
ened and  assaolted  Bainbri^,  a  mwaber  of  the 
House  of  Oommons  ;  a  complaint  was  made,  a 
warruit  was  iuntantlyisaned,  and  WHUamawaa 
bron^t  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  examined,  ocm- 
vioted  of  a  breach  of  the  privil^es  of  tlie 
House,  and  imprisoned.  Q  Hatsell,  93.)  With- 
out fiatiguing  the  House  wit^  a  reeUal  erf  nadlar 
oases,  more  than  fifty  of  which  are  refured  to 
on  my  minntee  before  me,  suffice  it  to  say,  tbst, 
from  the  middle  of  the  dxteentli  century  to  the 
weaent  time,  as  appears  by  the  Journals  of  the 
ft  of  Commons,  aseanlts  and  batteriea  on 
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members  of  the  Hooae^  in  the  atreeta  of  London 
and  Westminster,  have  been  deemed,  a^ndged, 
and  punished  as  breaches  of  the  privileges  of  the 

Such  proceedings  were  adopted  and  sanc- 
tioned, during  the  same  period,  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  onalt^us  oases.  Sot  only  aseaalta 
and  batteries  by  individual,  lawless  violence, 
bnt  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  either  House  of  Parliament,  by  the  offi- 
cers of  justice,  and  by  order  of  iJie  courte  of 
England,  exo^it  for  treason,  felony,  and  breach 
of  tne  peace,  have,  during  the  same  period,  been 
deemed  a  braaoh  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
They  have  arreated  and  pnnislMd  the  individual 
who  Kied  out  the  prpoeaa,  and  the  officers  who 
made  the  arreat.  iLey  have  arrested  the  sher- 
iSi  of  UMdlesez  for  a  contempt  and  breach  of 
privilege,  fbr  rcAtdngobedienoe  to  an  order  of 
the  Hovse  direoting  them  to  set  at  liberty  a 
member  in  their  custody.  The  House  of  Com- 
mooB  have  appointed  a  committee  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  order,  and  to  set  at  liberty, 
by  force,  a  member  (^  their  House  aarested  by 
the  officers  of  Justioe.  and  by  virtoe  of  the  pro- 
cess of  the  courls.  Hot  only  has  the  arrest  of 
a  member  of  the  House  by  the  officers  of  Jus- 
tioe, bnt  by  order  of  the  privy  council,  and  even 
of  the  King  himself,  l>een  consideKHl  and  ad- 
judged a  breach  of  the  priviL^es  of  the  House, 
Vr.  Strickland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  arrested  by  order  of  the  privy  ooun- 
dl  of  Queen  Eliaabe^  14th  April,  15T6,  for  in- 
troducing a  bill  into  the  Houae  of  Oommons  to 
reform  the  book  of  conmion  prayer,  And  for 
words  spoken  in  debate  in  relation  thereto. 
This  was  the  first  attempt  to  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  debato  in  England,  and  Justly  awakened 
and  arouaed  Ibe  indlgmitioD  of  the  House  (rf 
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I  and  the  petmle. 
Xdverton  introduced  the  aolject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  in  the  indipiant  languepe  of 


andamember 

Parliament.  The  privy  oonndl  were 
alarmed;  someof  themwnisperedtotheSpeak- 
er,  and  a  motion  was  made,  and  farther  pro- 
ceedings adjourned  until  next  d^.  The  mem- 
ber was  released  troax  imprisonment,  and  ap- 
peared In  hia  seat,  at  the  opMiing  of  the  House^ 
the  next  morning. 

Jamea  I.  (June,  1631)  imprisoned  Sir  Edwyn 
Sandys,  of  the  House  of  Otanmons,  for  words 
used  in  debat«.  The  Hous^  app<»nted  a  com- 
mittee to  w^t  on  him,  and  asoniain  the  cause 
of  bis  detention.  They  denied  tbe  Sing's  right 
to  imiMison.    The  King  wrote  to  tbe  Speaker, 


tiveroyal,"  udadded, "  Wethinkoi 
f^  and  able  to  punish  any  man's  misdemeanor 
in  Parliament,  as  well  daring  their  ritting  aa 
after,  upon  any  man's  insolent  behavior  there." 
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In  relation  to  said  remarks  of  the  Slug,  Ur. 
Crew,  in  the  Hoose  of  Oonunona,  asserting  and 
maintaiiiing  the  pririlegee  of  the  Eoohl  sud, 
"  If  we  should  yield  our  liberties  to  be  but  of 
grace,  these  walls,  that  have  known  the  holdiOR 
of  them  for  so  many  jears,  would  blosh." 
James  the  First,  in  the  language  of  the  historian, 
"  was  an  arbitrary  monarch,  wishing  to  trample 
on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people."  In 
the  fifth  year  of  Charles  I.,  Sir  John  Elliot, 
Denml  Hollis,  and  Bet^amla  Valentine  were 
indicted,  tried,  and  conncted,  for  words  spoken 
by  them  in  debate  in  tbe  House  of  Oommons, 
and  sentenced  to  pay  fines  and  be  imprisoned. 
Sncb  prooeediugs  were  condemned  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  a^adged  a  breach  of 
their  privileges. 

"Every  obstnioticHi  in  their  (the  House  of 
Oommons)  datiee,  by  a  stranger,  by  assanlting, 
challeng^g,  or  insulting  any  single  repretenta- 
tive  of  the  Hoase  of  Oommons,  has,  from  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  downwards, 
beenjostly  deemed  a  breach  of  privilege,  and 
an  offence  agunst  the  whole  body."  (Hallam's 
Oonstitntional  History,  p.  8S8.)  "  I  nnderstand 
it  to  l>e  dearly  port  of  the  law  and  cnstom  of 
Parliament,  that  each  House  msj^  inquire  into 
.and  imprison  for  breaches  of  privtl^e,  and  that 
an  assanlt  on  members  is  a  breach  of  privilege." 
(Hargrove's,  Jnrid.  Argument,  vol.  2,  p.  188.   1 


The  power  to  arrest  and  punish  for  breaches 
of  privilege  is  so  clear,  thataU  the  judges  of  Eng- 
land have,  for  more  than  two  oentoriee,  du- 
ddmed  all  power  and  all  jurisdiction  to  dis- 
charge on  AoiMM  eoTpvi  a  person  thus  oom- 
mitted  by  the  House  of  Oommons,  or  to  inquire 
into  the  canse  of  the  commitmenL  And  this 
mle  was  adopted  as  well  in  relation  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  and  the  nobles  of  the  land, 
as  Qi%  commoner.  In  snpport  of  this  assertion, 
I  win  only  refer  to  the  case  of  the  Earl  of 
ShafleBbary,  in  1677.  (B  8t«t«  Trials,  1270, 
6  St.  Trials,  p.  SO.)  The  Aylesbnry  men.  (9 
Ld.  Raymond's  Rep.,  HOC.)  Case  of  Alexan- 
der Mnrray,  in  1761.  (1  Will.  Rep.,  399.) 
Flower's  case.  (8  Term.  Rep.,  828.)  And  the 
case  of  Brass  Orosby,  Lord  Jutyor  of  Loudoo, 
in  1771.    (Z  Willson's  Rep.,  188.) 

About  the  year  1810,  Sir  Frands  Bnrdett 
was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  a  breach  of 
the  privUegea  of  the  House  of  Oommons.  He 
brought  his  action  jn  the  Oonrt  of  King's  Bench 
airunst  Sir  Charles  Abbott,  the  then  Speaker 
oF  the  Honse  of  Oommons,  and  deolwed  against 
him  in  trespass  for  aasutlt  and  tiattery,  and 
false  imprisonment.  The  deftodont  pleaded, 
in  jostiflcatlon,  tiie  proceedings  and  order  of  the 
House  of  Oommons,  and  his  warrant  issued  in 
pnrsnance  of  such  orders,  to  commit  the  plain- 
UfT  to  the  Tower.  To  this  plea  the  plaintiff  de- 
morred.  The  case  was  argued  by  Mr.  Holroyd, 
at  very  great  length,  for  Sir  Francis  Bnrdett. 
In  his  argument,  he  reviewed  all  the  cases  in 
England- 
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Lord  EUenborongh,  Chief  Jnstioe,  in  deliverw 
Ing  his  opiidon,  in  like  manner,  reviewed  all  the 
smudged  cases,  the  history  and  the  privilegea 
of  Parliameat,  and  overruled  the  demurrer,  in 
which  decision  all  the  Jndgee  cOTionrred.  (14 
East's  Rep.,  p.  1.)  The  oaose  was  carried  by 
Sir  Francis  to  the  Conrt  of  Exchequer  Cham- 
ber^ and  there  arsQed  by  other  oonnsel  f<w  tb« 
flamti^  when  Mr.  Mansfield,  the  then  Chief 
nstice  of  the  Oommoa  Pleas,  delivered  the 
nnanimooa  opinion  of  the  court,  confirminir  tha 
decirion  of  the  Ejng's  Bench.  <4  Tannt  Rep., 
p.  401.)  The  canse  was  then  carried  t^  St 
Francis,  by  writ  of  error,  to  the  Honse  of  Lorda, 
And  there,  as  a  last  effort,  he  availed  himself  of 
the  extensive  learning  and  exalted  talents  of 
Lord  BroQgham,  the  pr«eent  Giianodlor  of  Eos- 
land.  When  Lord  Broo^iani  bad  finished  hu 
long  and  able  argument,  the  defendant's  conn* 
sel  was  stopped  by  Lord  Eldou,  and,  after  a 
brief  opinion  delivered  by  Lord  Erskine,  li» 
Honse  of  Lords  unanimonuy  affirmed  the  ded- 
non  of  the  Courts  of  Kill's  Bench  and  the 
Exchequer  Chamber.  fS  Dowe's  Par.  Rep., 
ISS,  169.)  Arrests  ana  imprisonments  were 
then  adopted  by  both  Houses  of  Pariiament, 
for  the  lost  three  centuries,  for  breach  of  tba 
privileges  of  either  House  In'  members  or  by 
strangers,  in  restraint  as  well  of  the  officers  cit 
the  oonrt,  and  the  insolence  and  granny  of  the 
royal  prerogative  and  power,  as  of  individnal 
lawless  violence,  snstdned  by  all  elemattaiy 
writers,  and  all  the  jndges  of  England.  Among 
those  Judges  were  Sir  Michael  Foster,  the  popu- 
lar judge,  the  advocate  and  firm  snpporter  of 
the  rights  and  Ul>erties  of  Uie  people ;  and  Sir 
Uatthew  Hale,  who  had  collated  the  laws  and 
constitutions  of  all  countries  and  all  ages,  the 
ermine  of  whose  robes  was  never  soiled  by 
meanness  or  injnstioe,  whose  whole  life  WM 
pure  OS  the  dews  of  Eermon,  and  whose  integ- 
rity and  entire  character  was  a  noble  eulogy 
on  hamao  nature,  and  added  dignity  to  man. 
Among  the  members  of  Parliament  who  atu- 
t^ned  the  principles  for  which  I  contend,  was 
William  I^tt,  the  elder,  Earl  of  Chatham,  kmt- 
abile  nomm.  Edmond  Burke,  the  frirad  of 
freedom,  of  this  country  In  bw  revolotionarT 
struggle,  of  oppressed  Irdond,  andtheoppnasM 
in  India,  in  whose  works,  wiUi  some  pditiul 
berenes,  are  more  general  mazinm  in  pditics 
and  morals,  founded  on  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  history  and  human  nature,  useful  to  the 
statesman,  and  adapted  to  all  times  and  sQ 
countries,  than  are  to  be  found  In  the  works  at 
soy  other  author ;  a  msn  who  drew  his  meta- 
phors and  illnstrations  from  all  nature,  and 
every  art  and  science ;  whose  feelings  were  ai^ 
dent,  the  vidons  of  whose  fancy  were  bright, 
whose  genius,  cultivated,  polished,  refined, 
awakened,  soothed,  instructed,  aroused,  iuspiied, 
was  penetrating  as  electric  fire,  and  bright  as 
the  lightning's  flash,  and  whose  ^h  was  splen* 
did  as  the  galaxy  of  heaven.  Widt  him  were 
the  younger  Pitt,  Sheridan,  Erskine,  and  Fox, 
splendid  luminaries,  which  threw  into  the  shade 
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and  eclipsed  all  the  otber  and  minor  lights  of 
the  connCry,  If  not  of  the  age,  in  which  they  lived. 

The  power  to  conunit  and  to  punish  for  the 
breach  of  the  priyileges  of  tbia  Eoose  is  also 
shown  bj  aoalo^ns  oases  in,  and  b;  the  prac- 
tice and  prooeedinge  o^  this  House,  Under  the 
artidea of  oonfedeMtioiLaiid  in  Uie  Ooogrees of 
17^^,  it  was  \>j  the  Honae  "  Beeolv^  that 
Qonning  Bedford  has  been  gnilty  of  a  high 
breach  of  the  priTili^M  of  this  Hodhl  in  send- 
ing a  challenge  to  one  of  ita  membera  for  words 
nwken  bj  lum  in  this  Eonse  in  the  course  of 
debate."  In  Deoember.  17B&,  on  information 
KiTen  bj  Meeara.  Smith,  Muraj,  Giles,  and 
Bnok,  then  members  of  the  Hooae,  Kobert  Ran- 
dall and  Charles  Whitney  were  arrested  by  the 
Bergeaat-at-Arma,  and  by  order  of  the  Honse, 
for  "aoontemptto,  and  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this  Honse,  in  on  onwarraotable  attempt  to 
cormpt  the  inte^ty  of  its  members."  Wit- 
aeeaea  were  exammed  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
and  the  said  Kobert  Baudall  was  adjudged 
gnilty,  br  a  vote  of  seTenty-eight  to  seventeen. 
Among  uiose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  with 
many  other  diatiognished  names,  are  the  names 
of  Henry  I>earb<^  William  £lndley,  Albert 
Gallatin,  William  B.  Giles,  Bamnel  Smith,  now 
in  the  Seiiat«,  and  Edward  UvingBtoii,  the 
present  Secretary  of  State. 

During  the  same  session  of  Oongreas,  and  in 
Uarcb.  1796,  'Hi.  Madison,  late  President  of  the 
United  Statet  from  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges, reported  that  James  Gnnn,  and  Frederick 
Frelinghn^n,  Senator^  were  gmlty  of  a  breach 
of  the  pnvileges  of  the  Honse,  in  sending  and 
bearing  a  challenge  from  said  Onnn  to  Kr. 
Baldwin,  a  distingnished  member  of  the  Eonae 
from  Georgia;  bat  from  letters  addressed  to 
the  conimitlee,  and  reported  to  the  Honse,  con- 
taining astiafactory  ^>olog^ee  and  acknowledg- 
ments, any  further  proceedings  were  deemed 
nniuKjessaiT,  and  such  report  was  adopted 
without  a  division.  These  two  oases  oocarting 
bnt  a  few  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, while  the  sages  who  framed  that  in- 
strument yet  lived,  contain  sn  express  recogni- 
tion of  the  power  to  arrest  and  to  ponlsh. 

In  1828,  one  Bossel  Jarvis  committed  an  as- 
aanlt  upon  the  private  secretary  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent Adams,  in  the  rotunda  of  the  capitol,  im- 
mediately after  he  had  delivered  aUewaffa  from 
the  President  to  the  Honse,  and  while  ne  was 
proceeding  with  another  Message  to  the  Senate. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
subject,  a  m^ority  of  whom  reported  that  the 
assault  was  an  act  done  in  contempt  of  the  au- 
thority and  dignity  of  tie  House,  involving  a 
violation  of  its  own  peculiar  privileges."  That 
"  if  the  representatives  of  the  people  have  not 
the  power  to  pnnish  an  assaolt  committed  un- 
der these  oiroumstanoea,  then  are  they  destitute 
of  a  power  which  belongs  to  the  moat  inferior 
jndieial  tribunal  in  the  country.  The  power  of 
pnnishing  for  contempt  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
common  law  of  England ;  it  belongs  esaentially 
to  every  Judicial  tribunal,  and  to  every  legisla- 


tive body.  The  lUiglisli  law  of  contemt>ts,  aa 
snob,  has  not  surely  the  slightest  authority  in 
the  Supreme  Ckiurt  of  the  United  States,  yet  the 
power  of  ttiat  conrt  to  vindicate  its  dignity,  and 
[■reserve  ita  officers  from  outrage  during  its  ses- 
sion, will  scarcely  be  questioned.  In  like  man- 
ner, although  the  Parliamentary  law  of  England, 
as  such,  can  have  no  authority,"  that  is,  no 
binding  inflnenoe,  "  here,  yet  all  the  legislative 
bodies  in  the  Union  act  upon  its  rules.  The 
power  in  queatioD  grows  ont  of  the  great  law 
of  self-preservation.^'  The  committee  report- 
ed one  resolution,  declaring  the  said  Jarvis 
gnilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  o£  and 
meriting  the  censure  of  the  House,  and,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  report,  another  resolution, 
that  it  was  not  expedient  to  have  any  flirther 
proceedings  In  the  case.  They  also  stated  there 
was  bnt  a  bare  majority  of  the  committee  in 
f^Tor  of  the  second  resolution,  the  minority  be- 
lieving tlmt  it  was  expedient  to  vindicate  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  by  inflicting  some  punish- 
ment for  the  violations  of  ita  privileges.  Much 
reliance  has  been  placed  by  some  on  the  report 
of  the  minority  of  that  committee.  When  it  is 
ascertained  that  at  one  moment  they  insisted 
the  House  bad  no  power  to  punish,  and  in  the 
next  contended  that  the  Honse,  to  vindicate  ita 
dignity,  without  authority,  and  in  defiance  of 
all  law,  shonld  ponish  the  accused,  it  is  cheer- 
fully submitted  to  the  House  to  ss^  in  what 
spirit  the  minnity  report  was  made,  and  to  how 
mnch  consideration  it  is  entitled.  The  power 
contended  for  then,  is  sanctioned  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  by 
the  proceedings  and  practice  of  this  House  un- 
der the  articles  of  confederation,  and  under  the 
present  oonstitution  of  the  United  Statea,  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  approved  by  thejumcial 
decisions  of  the  superior  oourta  of  many  of  the 
States,  and  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

The  power  to  commit  and  to  punish  for  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  is,  in  the 
present  instance,  shown  also  by  a  fair  interpre- 
tation of  that  port  of  the  sixth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  provides  tliat  members  of  Con- 
gress ''  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony, 
and  breach  of  the  peace,  he  privileged  fi'om 
arreet  during  their  attendance  at  the  sesMOn  of 
their  respective  Houses,  and  in  going  to  and 
returning  fnxa  the  some ;  and  for  any  speech 
or  debate  in  either  House  they  shall  not  be 
questioned  in  any  other  place." 

Did  the  framers  of  the  constitution  intend  to 
secure  the  persons  of  members  from  arrest  and 
imprisonment,  and  yet  leave  them  snbje43t  to 
inmyidual  lawless  violence  t  Did  they  intend 
to  take  from  the  courts  and  their  officers  the 
power  to  arrest  by  law,  and  yet  give  antiority 
to  individnals  to  beat  witb  dubs,  wound,  mum, 
and  entirely  disable  memljers  of  Congress  f^m 
serving  their  constituents  or  their  country  ? 

Did  they  intend   to  forbid  that  men ' 
should  be  questioned  for  words  spoken  ii 
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bat«  ia  either  Hoose,  and  yet  permit  tliem  to 
be  knocked  down  in  BiieDce,  and  their  lives  en- 
dangered )  Did  they  intend  that,  as  to  tnem- 
bers  of  CongreeB,  eocktj  ehoold  be  resolved 
into  its  first  principles,  where  stfengtb  and 
power  ^ve  right,  and  the  weakest  is  compelled 
to  field  to  the  strongest  I 

The  power  to  oommit  and  to  punish  for  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House  is  also 
shown,  jiiBtified  and  proved  by  necessity,  the 
^eat  pnaciplea  of  pablio  policy,  the  preserva- 
tion of  freedom  of  debate,  the  independence  of 
members,  and  the  liberty  of  the  citizen.  The 
right  and  the  power  are  as  beneficial  and  indis- 
pensable as  uiey  are  ancient  and  established. 
"  &Qoh  power  is  a  necessary  protection  against 
lawless  violence  and  the  insolence  of  power ; 
the  minority  are  bound  to  respect,  and  indeed 
have  respected,  the  rights  of  every  member, 
hovever  obnozions  to  them,  on  all  qnestions  of 
privilege."  (8  Hallam's  Constitutional  History, 
p.  868.) 

Wonid  to  God  that  were  the  case  here,  that 
every  one  could  and  wonld  feel  that  an  insolt, 
or  a  wrong  done  to  an  indlTidnal  member, 
"however  obnozioos,"  was  a  contempt  and 
violation  of  the  honor  and  dignity,  t^e  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  whole  BoQBel 

Lord  Erskine,  in  delivering  his  opinion  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  case  of  Bnrdett, 
said:  "The  House  of  Commons,  like  every 
other  tribunal,  must  bare  the  power  to  protect 
itself  &om  obstraotjon  and  insult,  and  to  main- 
tain its  dignity  and  character.  If  the  dignity  of 
the  Honse  is  not  m^ntained,  its  sun  is  sel^ 
never  to  be  lighted  np  ag^."  Snoh  power 
has  often  bem  said  to  be  "one  of  the  most 
important  safwnarda  of  the  nchts  and  bbertiea 
of  the  people?'  It  was  said  by  Lord  Coke 
that "  Qi«  Uberties  and  privU^^  of  Parliament 
are  the  very  heart-tfringa  of  tike  common- 
wealth." 

Lord  Ellenborou^,  late  Chief  Justice  of  Eng- 
land, in  deliverins  his  opinion  in  the  case  of 
Sir  Francis  Bnnfett,  remarked,  "  I  have  said 
that,  a  priori,  if  there  were  no  preoedents  upon 
the  subject,  no  legislative  requisition,  no  prac- 
tice or  opinions  In  the  courts  of  law,  recognis- 
ing such  an  authority,  it  would  still  be  eseen- 
tially  necessary  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament  to 
have  U ;  indeed,  that  they  wonld  sink  into  ntter 
contempt  and  inefficiency  without  it,  Oould 
it  be  expected  that  they  should  stand  hi^  in 
tiie  estimation  and  reverence  of  the  people,  i£ 
whenever  they  wereinsnlted,  they  were  obliged 
to  wait  the  comparatively  slow  proceedings  of 
the  ordinary  ooorta  of  law  for  their  redress  t 
They  certuniy  must  have  the  power  of  self- 
vintUcation  and  self-protection  in  their  own 
hands."  The  like  opinions  were  entertained 
and  expressed  by  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  case  of  Anderson,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  power  and  antbority  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  Ag^n,  it  was  sud  by  Judge  Piatt, 
in  delivering  hu  opinion  in  the  court  of  errors 
la  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  case  of  Tates 
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w.  Lansing,. "that  the  right  of  punishing  by 
snmmary  conviction  is  inherent  in  all  oonrta 
of  justice  and  legislative  asscmhliee,  and  is  es- 
sential to  their  protection  and  esistenoe.  The 
experience  of  ages  has  demonstrated  that  tb« 
power  is  perfectly  compatible  with  civil  libeiVt 
and  auxiliary  to  tlie  purest  ends  of  jaatKe." 
The  far-famed,  the  liberal,  and  the  enli|^tened 
Charles  Jamee  Fo^  in  the  House  of  CwmtDon^ 
in  the  case  of  John  Beeves,  said^  "  he  oalled 
upon  the  House  to  come  forward  in  the  vindi* 
cation  of  their  privil»e&  their  dignity,  and 
their  existenoe,"  andcoSedtbe  priviiegesoftha 
Boose  "  The  Code  of  lilierty."  Not  only  ii 
such  power,  snpported  and  snataiaed  by  the  au- 
thority of  iUnstrious  namea,  and  by  the  opinicma 
and  insdom  of  illustrious  men,  but  it  ia  reroect- 
fully  submitted  that  it  strongly  commends  ite^ 
to  Uie  sober  judgment  and  sound  commcHi  sense 
of  mankind.  It  is  the  remark  of  an  able  states 
man  and  distinguished  jurist  of  Qreat  Britain, 
that  "  Government  rests  in  a  great  degree  en 
public  opinion ;  and  that,  if  ever  tike  time  diall 
come  when  faotioos  men  will  oveitum  the  Gov- 
they  will  begin  their 
oonrta  of  juatioe,  and 
both  Houses  of  ParliamenL"  Bo  in  Uua  ooon- 
try,  if  factious  men  shall  ever  destroy  wa  ooo- 
sti^tjon,  and  overtnm  our  happy  form  of  Gov- 
ernment, they  will  b^jin  their  work  by  calum- 
niating uie  Snpreme  Oonrt  of  the  United  Statea 
and  both  Bouses  of  Congreaa,  uid  by  deoyiog 
to  them  those  powers  neoeesary  for  their  self- 
preservation  and  their  very  existence.  Wmt- 
ont  snch  power,  the  two  Honsee  of  Congrtas, 
to  all  honorable,  to  all  useful  purpoeea,  most 
cease  to  exist.  If  they  have  no  power  to  re- 
strain violenoe,  and  most  soffer  their  mcfubcrs 
to  be  beaten  in  the  streets  like  doga,  tbey  win 
soon  become  ooutemptiUe.  If  tiieir  mcmben 
may  be  wounded,  maimed,  and  diaaUed,  and 
yet  tbey  have  no  power  to  punish,  majoritiea 
in  the  House  may  be  changed,  bills  of  vital  in* 
terest  to  the  whole  country  may  be  defeated, 
bills  the  most  tyrannic  and  nqjnat  may  be 
passed ;  minorities  may  l^lslate  for,  and  in 
the  House  of  Bepreaentatives,  give  Presidents 
to  the  pewle,  and  thns  destroy  the  primary 
mazimB  and  first  prindplee  of  republican  Gov- 
ernment, 

The  two  Houses  might  be  left  without  even 
a  quomm  of  members  for  the  transaction  el 
business ;  the  timid  and  the  weak  would  give 
place,  in  the  Halls  of  Oongreas,  to  the  strong 
the  athletic,  and  the  bold;  affe,uid  tfaewiadmn 
of  years  of  ezpetieaoa,  wonld  ^ve  plane  to  the 
youthful,  the  middle  aged,  and  the  vigonna: 
etoqaenoe  wonld  l>e  mute,  the  energiee  of  miiM 
would  be  palsied,  and  all  manly  independenee 
and  nobleness  of  sonl  would  be  lost.  To  pre- 
vent such  d^lwable  consequences,  the  neces- 
sity of  the  power  contended  for  has  been  ac- 
knowledged and  eiennsed  in  all  legislative  as- 
sembliea,  ancient  and  modem,  in  the  rndest  aa 
well  as  the  most  polished  ages;  in  therepahlica 
of  Greece,  Boma,  and  Yenioe,  among  Ine  an- 
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tient  6«nDaiu,  uid  in  the  Pu-IianieiitH  of  Paris. 
Snoh  power  is  smtvned  by  the  laws  of  Datnre, 
self-defemce,  and  Belf-pragerratiDii,  as  explained 
and  enlbreed  in  the  writings  of  Pnff^adorff  and 
Grotina,  and  declared  hj  Justice  Johnson,  in 
the  case  of  Anderson,  to  be  inherent  in,  and  to 
eziat  from  neoessity  in  this  House.  If  we  have 
no  privileges,  or  if  we  have  privilegos,  and 
are  without  the  power  to  enfbrce  tiiem, 
how  miserable,  how  helpless  is  onr  sitnation  I 
W«  are  every  moment  exposed  to  individaal 
lawless  violence  and  the  ossanlts  and  attacks 
of  power.  Eierciaiog  a  high  conatitntion- 
sl,  inquisitorial  power  over  all  the  civil 
offioers  of  the  Oovemmest,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  and  a  power  to  present  for  trial 
by  Impeacmment  for  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors, it  is  vasUy  important  to  the  pnre  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  the  exposure 
of  ftand  and  corruption,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  lives  of  the  people, 
that  the  members  of  this  Eonse  should  be  left 
free  to  act,  nnbiaasad  and  nnawed  by  bribes,  by 
flattery,  by  fear,  by  violence,  or  by  the  denun- 
ciations, threats,  or  insolence  of  Execntlve 
power.  The  iVeedom  of  action  in  this  House 
o&oe  destroyed,  there  is  no  barrier  between 
thopeople  and  arijitrary  power. 

When  Mr.  D.  ooncluded  it  was  nine  o'clock ; 
the  House  manifesl^d  much  Impatience,  and  the 
Hall  resonnded  with  cries  for  the  qnestion. 

Hr.  EvAira,  of  Maine,  demanded  that  it  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays;  which  was  ordered. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Habpxb,  was  then  read : 

■'  Xuolttd,  That  9amual  HooatOD,  now  In  custody 
of  the  Se^eant-at-Arma,  should  be  forthirith  dts- 
chmrged." 

And  then  the  following  snbatitate,  proposed 
by  Mr.  Htnrrnf  omm : 

"  That  Samnel  Hooston  has  been  gnltty  of  ■  con- 
tempt and  riolatlan  of  the  prtvUegea  of  this  House." 

And  the  qnestion  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
Eubstitnt&it  was  decided  by — yeas  lOS,  nayaSB. 

So  Mr.  HuxiiKOTt^'s  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  reaolution  of  Mr.  H^bpbb,  as  amended 
by  Ur.  HuNTiHGTOH,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr,  O1.&T  now  offered  Ms  former  amendment, 
In  the  form  of  a  resolntlon. 

Mr.  HusTornTOH  thereupon  moved  the  fol- 
lowing as  an  amendment  of  Kr.  Oi^at's  reaoln- 

"  That  Bomnet  Houston  be  bronght  to  the  bar  of 
(he  Hooae  on  MoDday  next  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
be  there  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker  for  ' 


cbaned  from  the  oaitadj  of  (h»8«tgeant-at-Arms. 
'*  That  Somoel  Eonaton  be  excluded  from  the  ez- 
eirise  of  the  pririlege  oonfarred  by  the  18th  stand- 
ing rale  of  the  House."  [This  rule  oonfen  the  priv- 
ilege of  a^mlsaoa  on  the  floor  of  the  House  on  kU 
who  have  at  anj  time  heretofore  been  members  of 
Other  House  of  Congreas.] 
Voi.XI.--U 


The  question  being  abont  to  be  pat  on  Hr, 
Huhtisoton's  resolutions, 

Mr.  Glat  demanded  a  division  of  the  que»- 
Uon. 

The  qnestion  was  then  stat«d  to  be  on  tha 
flrst  branch  of  the  amendment,  which  was  in 
the  following  words : 

"That  Samnel  Houston  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  Eousa  on  Uonday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
be  there  reprimnnded  bv  tiie  Speaker  for  the  con- 
tempt and  riolation  of  the  Privileges  of  the  Hoose 
of  which  ha  has  been  guiltj,  and  that  he  be  dis- 
charged froni  the  custod;  of  the  Sergeant-at-Anna." 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Humtoib- 
ton's  first  amendment,  (for  a  reprimand,)  and- 
deoided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows— yeas  106, 
naysB9. 

So  the  resoluUon  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  seoond 
resolution,  (for  excluding  from  the  privileged 
seats.) 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
resolution,  and  decided  by 

Teu. — Messrs.  Adama,  0.  Allan,  Allison,  Ap- 
pletoQ,  Armatcong,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Banks,  John 
8.  Barbour,  Bajuwell,  Barriuger,  Baratow,  Isaac  C.  ■ 
Bates,  Briggs,  Bullard,  Burgcs,  Cabooii,  Choate, 
Coke,  CoUier,  Lcwia  Condict,  Silos  Condit,  E. 
Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane, 
Greigbton,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Denny, 
Dickaon,  Doddridge,  EUaworth,  George  Evans, 
Joshua  Biana,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Felder,  Qrennell,  Oriffln,  Heister,  Hodges,  Bu^es, 
Huntington,  togersoll,  Irvin,  Jenifer,  Kendall,  Kerr, 
Letcher  Marshall,  Uaxwell,  Robert  McCoy,  Mc- 
Duffie,  lCc£ay,  McKenoan,  Ueroer,  MJlligan,New 
toD,  Bearce,  FendletOD,  Potts,  Randolph,  John 
Reed,  Root,  Ruasel,  Semmes,  WUliam  B.  Shepard, 
Slade,  Southard,  Spence,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Suther- 
land, Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  Verjdanck, 
Vinton,  Washington,  Watmough,  Wilkin,  Eliaba 
Whittleaey,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Wickliffe,  Wit 
llama,  Young.— BO. 

Nats. — Heaaie.  Alexander,  Robert  Allan,  An- 
derson, Angel,  Archer,  Ashley,  James  Bates,  Beorda- 
ley.  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune,  James  Blair,  John 
Blair,  Bouck,  Bouldin,  John  Brodhead,  John  0. 
Brodhead,  Bucher,  Burd,  Cambrtleng,  Corr,  Carson, 
Chaudler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clajton,  Conner,  Craig, 
Crawford,  Davenport,  Dayan,  Dewart,  Doubleday, 
Drayton,  Duncan,  Fitzgerald,  Ford,  Foster,  Gaither, 
Qilmore,  Gordon,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  William  Hall, 
Hammons,  Harper,  Hawea,  Hawkins,  HoDhian, 
Hogau,  Holland,  Horn,  Hubbard,  Ihrie,  Jarvis, 
Jewett,  R.  U.  Jobnaon!  Cave  Johnaon,  Charles  0. 
Johnston,  Karanagh,  John  King,  Henry  King, 
Lamar,  Lan»ag,  Learitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewia, 
Lyon,  Uinn,  Mardis,  Hasoo,  HcOorty,  Wilbtm 
McCoy,  Hclntire,  Thomas  R.  Uitchell,  Muhlenberg, 
Mewoan,  Nuckolls,  Piersou,I^(cber,  Ptummer,  Folk, 
Edward  0.  Reed,  Rencber,  Roane,  A.  H.  Sh^iperd, 
Smith,  Sode,  Spei^t,  Blondirer,  Btepfaena,  Fianda 
Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  Wiley  Thompaon,  John 
Thomson,  Ward,  Wardwall,  Wajne,  Weeks,  Wheel- 
er, Worthington. — 101. 

Mr.  Jbitifxb  and  Mr.  Ksbs  ofibred  fhrther 
amendments,  going  to  oonBne  the  ezolusion  to 
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tlie  preaeut  Msaion  of  Congresa,  bnt  withdraw 
them;  and  the  qaestion  was  finally  taken  on 
the  rescdation  as  amended,  and  decided  b; 
jeoa  md  nays  as  ftllows— jeas  96,  nays  64. 

HoNDAT,  Uay  14. 
0a»e<if8amael  Sovton. 

The  Ohiib  baTJng  annoimoed  the  expiration 
of  Qie  honr, 

Mr.  Amjosx  udd  that  ttefora  Samael  Honaton 
ahonld  be  put  to  the  bar,  he  had  a  paper  which 
he  wished  to  tender  to  the  Eonse  in  behalf  of 
the  aoonsed.  It  contained  what  the  aoonsed 
believed  he  had  a  right  to  state  orally  to  the 
House ;  bnt  the  deep  reBpect  be  felt  for  this 
body  bad  indaced  bim  first  to  eabmlt  it  in 
WTiting,  and  obtain  permisBion  to  offer  it  at  tbe 
bar.  The  paper  was  drawn  ap  in  the  most 
re^iectM  language. 

Mr.  BuBoie  inquired  of  the  Obair  what  wai 
before  tbe  Eoose. 

Hr.  Aboheb  aaid,  a  motion,  wbioh  wonld  im- 
mediately be  offered,  tiz.,  that  tbe  aooosed 
have  liberty  to  read  the  paper  to  whiob  Ifr. 
A.  referred,  when  he  shontd  be  placed  at  tbe 
"bar  of  the  Hoose  to  receive  tbe  retnike  which 
tbe  Speaker  had  been  ordered  to  adminiat«r. 

After  some  detnltory  conversation,  tbe  paper 
was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows  i 
n  the  lioiwaili  tht  Smut  of  AprawntoMM  o/ 
On  JJrikttd  Staia : 

The  acoused,  now  at  the  bar  of  tbe  House,  asks 
Issve  respectfiiUy  to  state — 

That  he  nnderetands  he  is  now  brau^t  before 
the  House  to  receive  >  lepiimand  from  the  Bpeak- 
ei,  in  exeeatiOQ  at  the  sentence  pronoonoed  upon 
him. 

Was  he  to  snbDiit  In  silenoe  to  snch  a  oenl 
It  mi^t  imply  that  be  recog^ied  the  Mthority  of 
the  Hooie  to  impOBB  it. 

He  oaoDOt  consent  that  it  shall  be  thm  impUed. 
He  eon^den  it  a  mode  of  panisbment  nnJcnom  tc 
oar  lawi,  and  if  not  fohiddeti  by  the  proUIMon  of 
the  oonstitntion  against  '*  unnniai  pnnislitoents,'* 
yettncomdateut  viUi  tlie  si^rH  of  our  institutioiu, 
and  unlit  to  be  inflicted  upon  a  free  ciUien. 

He  tliinks  proper  to  add,  In  maUng  this  deda- 
latioD,  tliat  he  lua  been  nnwilUng  to  tronble  the 

That  IhoDgh  he  believes  the  whole  proceeding 
agiUnst  liim,  as  well  ae  the  sentence  he  new  objects 
to,  nnwananted  by  the  coostitatioa  of  his  couotry, 
yet  cireumstaiices  may  exist  to  Justify  or  eicose  a 
dtlten  in  determining  (as  he  has  doae  on  this  occa- 
tioii)  to  euflbr  In  ^ent  patience  whatever  tlie  House 
mj  think  proper  to  emToroe. 

SAMUEL  HOUSTON. 

Jftyl4. 

Ur.  Aboher  then  moved  that  when  the  ao- 
onsed  should  be  brong^t  to  the  bar,  be  be  per- 
mitted to  tender  this  pnier,  and  that  it  shonld 
be  entered  on  thejoniiisl  of  the  Hoose  as  part 
of  the  trial. 

Ur.  £.  EvKEKTT  demanded  a  division  of  the 
qnesljou  npoa  thla  motion ;  npon  which 


Ur.  AsoHKB  withdrew,  for  the  present,  tbe 
latter  olanse,  and  the  first  part  of  the  reaolotion 

as  agreed  to. 

Samnsl  Eonston  was  now  pnt  to  tbe  bar,  and 
informed  by  the  Speaker  that  he  had  liber^  to 
present  the  paper  above  referred  to. 

The  accused  then  preeented  tlte  paper,  and  it 
was  again  read  by  the  Clerk. 

7%s  Jit^rimand. 
Tbe  SpxaEiBthen  pronounced  the  reprimand 
required  by  the  vote  of  tbe  Honse,  for  the  con- 
tempt of  the  House,  and  breach  of  privilege 
thereof^  committed  by  General  Honst^m,  in  the 
following  words : 

Bantntl  Hmatan  :  Tou  have  been  chaiged  irith  a 
violation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  tlie  Hone 
of  BepreseatBtirei,  Id  harlog  oflered  peraonal  vio- 
lence  to  one  of  its  members  for  words  spoken  la 
debate.  In  exercising  the  liigh  and  delicate  power 
of  ucertsining  snd  Tiudicatiog  their  own  privileges, 
the  House  have  proceeded  throeghout  this  Invrsll. 
gatioD,  and  in  ration  to  yoar  tndiridnal  rigbu, 
with  all  that  deliberation  and  eantion  which  ongtit 
to  charaoteriie  the  dignified  and  moral  justice  of 
such  an  assembly. 

Tou  have  been  heard  in  person  in  yow  defence; 
you  have  been  ably  and  eloquently  defoided  by 
eminent  counsel,  and  every  facility  afforded  yo«  to 
place  your  cause  folly  and  blHy  before  the  Hoiae, 
and  to  arge  npon  its  consideration  matters  of  pein- 
dple  as  well  as  of  tkct,  En  explanation  and  Jostifiesr 
tloa  of  yoor  condoct 

Whatever  the  motivee  or  caosee  may  have  beea, 
which  led  to  the  act  of  violence  committed  by  yoo, 
your  condoct  has  been  pronounced,  by  the  soleBin 
judgment  of  the  House,  to  be  a  high  breach  of  their 
rights  and  privileges,  sad  to  demand  their  marked 
disapprobatiou  and  ceesure. 

If,  in  fulfilling  tbe  order  of  the  House,  I  were 
called  npon,  as  its  preading  oficer,  to  rcprnDSBd 
in  indiridnal  uneducated  and  oniofonned,  it  migfat 
be  expected  that  I  should  endeavor,  as  &r  as  1  was 
able,  to  impress  upon  him  tbe  importance  and  pto- 
piiety  of  sedulously  guarding  from  vitdadon  tb* 
t^ts  and  privities  secured  to  tbe  membw*  of  this 
Boose  by  onr  inndoable  constitution.  Bnt,  when 
addreeelDg  a  citizen  of  your  ebaiacter  and  inlett- 
geoce,  and  one  who  has  himself  been  honored  by 
the  people  with  a  seat  in  this  House,  it  canaot  Iw 
necessary  that  I  should  add  to  the  duty  enjoined 
npon  me,  by  dwelling  npon  [be  character  or  con- 
sequences  ot  the  offence  with  which  yon  hsve  been 
chaiged  and  found  guilty.  Whatever  hss  a  tea- 
deucy  to  impair  the  freedom  of  debate  in  thb 
Honse — a  freedom  no  less  suned  than  the  anlborily 
of  tbe  constitution  itself^  or  to  detract  from  the  m- 
dependence  of  the  reprraentativea  of  (he  people,  in 
the  rightfbl  discliarge  of  thdr  high  feuctioDS,  yea 
are  no  doubt  sennble,  most,  in  tbe  same  propoiiton, 
weaken  and  degrade  not  only  tbe  L^islatDie  of  tbe 
nation  itself,  but  the  ohaiacter  of  our  free  instito- 

Tour  own  mind  wID  suggest  to  you,  no  donbt, 
more  suitable  refleotioos  than  any  tliiag  which  1  can 
say  could  convey.  To  Iboee  reflections  I  am  pre- 
pared to  trost,  not  donbliDg  that,  bad  you  at  tbe 
time  conudered  the  tot  of  violence  which  yon  baia 
oomimtted,  in  the  tight  in  which  It  bas  been  regard- 
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ed  bj  the  Boom,  yon  would  haTs  been  Bpued  lu 
dis«Kirobfttloii  and  oenanre,  uid  I  the  dnt;  of  de< 
cluing  to  ;oD  the  resolt  of  it, 

I  forbeai  to  Hr  more  than  to  pninonncs  the 
Judgment  of  the  Hoiiee,  which  Is,  that  yoa  hare 
Doen  guilt;  of  a  high  breach  of  ite  prirUegea,  and 
that  you  be  reprimanded  therefor,  at  ita  bar,  by  the 
Speaker;  and,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
Hoiue,  I  do  reprimand  yea  accordingly. 

Too  iriU  now  be  conducted  from  the  bar  of  the 


]fr.  Abobek  DOW  moved  that  the  pap«r  pre- 
KDtedby  the  acoosed  beentered  ontiifl  joninal 
-  of  th«  Honae. 

Hi.  ETzsBTTb&Ting  withdrawn  his  ol^eotioQ, 
the  motion  waa  egreea  to. 

Sank  qf  the  Uhittd  Statu. 

Vr.  AiuHH,  as  a  member  of  the  Oommittee 

of  InTesti(»tion,  mode  a  wparate  report  on  the 

aeraira  of  Oie  Bank  of  the  niut«d  BtiOee,  aooom- 

Sanied  bj  sondry  dooumente,  which  were  or- 
ered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  10,000  oopiea  of  all  the  reporta 
on  this  aubjeot  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TnMDiY,  May  16. 


Soon  after  the  joanial  of  yeatordaj  was  read, 

Mr,  Etehbtt,  of  Vermont,  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  ea  followa : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  has  become  my  painful  duty, 
on  behalf  of  my  collcagaes,  to  announce  to  thiB 
HoQse  tbe  deatb  of  one  of  tbeir  number,  the 
honorable  Jonatkak  Bunt.  On  this  occasion, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  has  long 
been  a  member  of  this  Hoaae,  and  that  the 
talents  and  ossidnity  with  which  he  eioonted 
his  duties  in  this  place  were  alike  honorable  to 
himself^  to  this  DooBe,  and  to  his  constituents. 
I  have  known  him  long,  I  have  known  him 
well ;  and  a  purer  spirit  never  inhabited  mor- 
tality. His  place  in  this  Honse  may,  indeed, 
be  filled,  but  tbe  void  in  the  affections  of  his 
&mtly,  and  of  his  friends,  can  never  be  filled. 

Ur.  K  then  Bubmitted  the  following  resoln- 

Rfolvtd,  That  the  members  of  the  Eonaa  will 
testify  their  respect  for  the  maoiOTy  of  Joxithaic 
Hdnt,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  Honse  from 
the  Stale  of  Termonl,  by  wearing  crape  on  &e  left 
arm  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  aesaion  of 
Congress. 

The  reaolntion  was  nnanimonsly  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Etxbbtt  then  said  that,  in  deference  to 
the  eipressed  will  of  the  deceased,  and  the 
wishes  of  his  family  andfriends,  that  the  fnneral 
of  the  deceased  ^onld  be  private,  he  shoold 
forbear  to  offer  any  f^irther  resolution. 

Mr.  E.  EvaBETT  ros^  and  said,  as  it  was  the 
usual  practice  for  the  House,  npon  every  ocoa- 
■ion  ta  thifl  meUooholy  uatnre,  to  testify  their 


On  this  motion,  several  gentJemen  addreoied 
the  House;  and  after  ooonderable  disoussion 
as  to  ihe  most  ^ipropriate  mode  of  paying  re- 
spect to  the  deceased,  it  ended  In  the  foUowing 
committee,  via.,  Mr.  H.  Etbbxtt,  Mr.  Oaeooh, 
Mr.  Blads,  Mr.  E.  Evkrmt,  Mr.  Taylor  Mr. 
Choatk,  and  Mr.  L.  Cohdhtt,  being  appointed 
to  superintend  the  oeremoniee  to  be  nsea  at  the 
ftmeral,  which  the  Honse  resolved  should  he 
attended  by  the  Speaker,  officers,  and  members, 
as  was  usual  in  similar  oases. 

A  motion  of  adjournment  till  Thursday  then  * 
prevuled.  with  an  ondeRitaiidinK  tliat  the  mem- 
bers would  meet  in  tiie  Hall  t£ia  day  at  llirea 
o'clock,  to  form  in  prooesaon  to  attend  tha 
fimeral. 

The  Hotue  then  a^jonnied  to  Thursday. 

TnsBDAT,  May  23. 
sat  CultvT*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  BABmNOSB  in  the 
oh^,  and  took  np  the  bill  to  promote  the  cnl- 
tnre  and  maaufactm«  of  ailk. 

Several  verbal  alterations  were  agreed  there- 
to ;  and  an  amendment,  that  the  apprtqtriation 
of  140,000,  to  be  ^ven  to  Mr.  Dnponcean  for 
the  pnrposes  mentioned  in  the  bill,  ebootd  be 
paid  as  fbllows:  on  the  paising  of  the  bill, 
910,000 ;  on  the  1st  March,  IB8S,  $90,000 ;  on 
the  1st  Much,  ie84,  (10,000— was  also  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  PoLx  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
oUnse  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motjon  of 
Mr.  Pole,  and  decided  in  the  negadve—yeaa  49, 


WxDmssAT,  May  S3. 
Cfaltvre  qf  Silt. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Root,  took  np 
the  bill  for  tneenoontagement  of  theooltnre  of 
ulk. 

Mr.  Pols  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  re- 
new themotiontostrikeoattheenaotingclauae. 
Ho  wished  to  do  tliis,  witli  a  view  of  testing 
the  sense  of  the  House  on  this  novel  and  Im- 
portant question. 

The  Sfkakzb  said  that  it  was  in  order. 

i£r.  Folk  then  submitted  the  motion.  He 
observed  tliat  the  Honse  was  called  npon  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  forty  thoosandddlsra 
— for  what)  he  would  aak.  Why,  nothing  upon 
earth.  With  respect  to  the  institotion  which 
it  was  proposed  to  establish,  sixty  yonng  mm 
were  to  attend  It  at  their  own  expense,  and  even 
pay  their  own  travelling  expenaea.  Mr.  D'Ho- 
mergue  was  to  receive  the  sum  be  had  stated 
for  instraoting  tliem  in  wea'ring  silk.  It  was 
said  that  the  sum  waa  necessary,  in  order  that 
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lie  mi^t  procure  fistnrei  and  other  necesBary 
articles.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  that  gen- 
tieman  was  to  receive  the  mobej,  whether  he 
instracted  an;  oae  pnpil  or  not ;  whether  the 
papil  derived  any  benefit  or  not  from  his  io- 
etntotion.  Iajih^  out  of  view  the  conatita- 
tionality  of  estabhshing  this  iuatitntion,  it  was, 
he  thonght,  a  monstrooa  propoaitian.  Was 
'titere  an;  jonng  man  who  could  go  to  this  silk- 
weaving  school,  who  would  not  go  to  college  t 
If  he  was  able  to  bear  the  expenses  of  attending 
this  school,  he  was  able  to  be  admitted  into  the 
best  college  in  the  United  States,  and  aoqaire  a 
good  education.  For  his  part,  be  saw  no  nse  iu 
voting  Bwa;  fortj  tlioiuand  dollars.  It  was  the 
moat  wngolar  proposition  he  ever  remembered 
to  have  heard.  Mr.  P.  concluded  b;  calling  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Itr.  OoKB,  of  Yirginia,  said  that  when  gen- 
tlemen were  called  upon  to  show  bj  the  oonsti- 
tntion  tlieir  plea  for  asking  an  appropriation  of 
this  kind,  they  claimed  to  derive  their  right 
fhnn  the  regulation  of  commerce;  bnt  Qiej 
had  not  as  yet  satisfied  hia  mind  aa  to  the  pow- 
er which  was  set  np.  It  had  been  yesterday 
attempted  to  be  josUned  by  the  establishment 
of  other  institutions ;  so  that,  if  encroachments 
had  been  heretofore  made  on  the  constitntional 
power,  that  was  to  serve  as  a  reason  for  making 
the  appropriation.  At  this  moment,  when  a 
strong  excitement  existed  iu  their  conntry,  which 
was  most  muversal,  there  was  a  cluw  made 
npon  it  to  give  encouragement  to  industry,  in  a 
mode  never  before  thonght  of,  and  for  the  ex- 
olnuve  benefit  of  a  sinsTe  individual,  who  was 
to  give  an  academic  edooation  to  uxty  young 
men,  recommended  by  the  Oovemora  of  tlie 
several  States.  It  was,  indeed,  the  most  ridic- 
olons  project  he  had  ever  heard  of,  Hr.  0. 
next  oombat«d  thia  attempt  to  force  the  coun- 
try into  an  nimeoessai^  expense  and  said  there 
were  about  sixty-two  mdividuala  who  did  little 
else  than  see  Uie  moner  of  their  constituents 
appropriated  most  liberaUy,  in  order  to  cherish 
the  interests  of  another  section  of  the  country. 
The  people  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, saw  it  and  knew  it ;  and  he  would  ask 
gentlemen  now  to  pause  npon  the  brink  of  the 
Bnbicon, 

Mr.  Jkhitkb  stated  the  reasons  which  had 
led  to  the  reporting  of  the  hill,  and,  after  re- 
dting  the  former  mtrodnction  of  a  umilar 
measnre,  sud,  in  reference  to  thq  objections 
made  to  it  by  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee 
and  Vir^a,  (Mr.  Folk  and  Mr.  Ooxk,)  that 
the  same  ground  of  unconstitutionality  was 
taken  on  a  variety  of  other  bills,  and,  in  fact, 
every  act  that  did  not  meet  the  particular  views 
of  some  gentiemen,  was  opposed  as  nnconstitn- 
tionaL  He  referred  to  the  anxiety  felt  the  last 
session  for  the  pasaage  of  thia  bill,  and  to  the 
Oironmstanoe,  in  proof  of  it,  that  an  application. 
ngned  by  ninety-one  members  of  Congress,  had 
been  made  to  Mr,  D'Homergue,  requesting  him 
not  to  quit  this  country,  bat  to  remun  and  W(ut 
for  the  action  of  Congress  during  the  ptoeent  i 


«on.  He  went  onto  argueaponthedetulsofths 
bill,  which,  he  obaerv^  left  it  in  the  discretioii 
of  the  Prerident  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
establishment,  if  its  advantages  should  not  be 
such  as  would  justify  the  expenditure  of  the 
forty  thousand  dollars  to  be  appropriated.  In 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Pois,  ne  sud  that 
it  was  not  incumbent  or  compulsory  upon  ft 
State  to  send  young  men  to  aoqnire  the  art,  md 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  journey  to  Pliila- 
delphia  or  any  other  place  for  th^  porpoee. 
The  bill  only  held  out  the  advantages  to  those 
who  might  be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  which  it  preaented  of  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  the  best  mode  of  rising 
a  product  which  would  undoubtedly  become 
one  of  the  first  snd  most  valuable  staples  of  the 
oonntry.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by  giving  an  inter- 
esting sketch  of  the  benefits  which  would  result 
firom  an  extension  of  this  pleasing  and  oacrnl 
art  thronghout  the  oonntry. 

Mr,  WioEUFTS  asked  whether,  if  the  HonM 
were  determined  to  go  into  this  matter  of  the 
culture  of  silk,  it  wa^  not  be  better,  to  form 
a  national  establishment,  and  give  a  salary  to 
the  person  to  be  employed  for  teaching  the  art. 
He  wished  the  friends  of  the  measure  to  look 
into,  and  reconsider  the  details  of  the  bill  which 
proposed  to  ^ve  forty  thousand  dollars  to  Mr. 
B'Homergue  for  the  employment  or  tuition  (^ 
sixty  individuals,  whether  they  might  or  might 
not  choose  to  be  employed  or  taught  at  all.  Mr. 
W.  related  an  anecdote  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill.  A  former  chairman  of  the  Conunittee  on 
Agrionltare,  he  observed,  had  himself  said  he 
could  not  see  the  constitutional  power  to  make 


tional  argument."  Mr.  W,  went  on  to  review 
the  objectionable  features  of  the  bill,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  friends  of  domestic  maniuactnres, 
(and  he  wonld  take  the  occasion  to  say  tbat  be 
was  a  friend  to  a  reasonable  and  proper  protec- 
tion of  our  manufacturers,)  whether  this  bill, 
granting  all  the  land,  buildings,  mat«rial3,  im- 
plements, machinery,  &c.,  purchased  by  the 
forty  thonsand  dollars,  and  the  profits  that  may 
accrue  from  its  expenditure  to  this  individual; 
nnder  the  arrangements  proposed,  ought  to  be 
passed  at  such  a  time  aa  the  present  Mr.  W. 
adverted  to  the  approaching  extinction  of  the 
pnblic  debt,  and  to  the  public  auiiety  for  a 
oiminntionofUie  burdens  of  taxation.  Ilieeyea 
of  the  oonntry,  he  observed,  were  fixed  upon 
ConETOss,  and  yet  they  were  now  engagea  in 
the  discussion  of  a  measure  which,  In  its  olgec- 
Honable  character,  pjes  far  beyond  any  pro- 
ject ever  introdnceid  mto,  or  ever  sanctioned  by, 
that  House.  Mr.  W.  adverted,  in  conclusion,  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point.  He  had  intende^  he  s^d,  if  he 
had  had  time,  to  have  redeemed  the  repntotiiH) 
of  the  departed  saint,  (Mr.  Jefferson,)  with 
whom  that  inatitation  originated.  Had  that  il- 
lustrioDS  patriot  been  permitted  to  see  how  that 
academy  was  at  presaot  conathoted,  and  to 
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Nmotion  it,  be  might  well  Iiitve  been  accused  of 
sn  abuse  of  the  constitatioiul  power.  It  was 
origioallj  cHtsblisbed  by  »  congregation  togeth- 
er of  the  junior  officers  of  the  army,  who  were 
to  be  iostmcted  in  the  science  of  their  profee- 
sion  b;  theirseuiorofficera.  Ten  junior  officers, 
caUed  cadeta,  Bseembled  for  this  purpose,  had 
formed  the  nncleos  or  aeed  from  wnich  had 
sprang  up  this  growing  excrescence — for  a 
growing  eicresoence  he  would  call  it — upon  our 
republican  iostltDtionB.  He  earnestly  remon- 
strated agtunst  going  into  sach  a  meamre  at  the 
present  crisis,  when  it  seemed  to  be  agreed  on 
bU  bands  that  measores  of  mutaal  oonciliation 
were  proper  and  neoeaaary.  He  had  ^ne  far 
with  the  friends  of  the  tariff  and  of  internal 


ginia,  who,  when  asked,  during  the  revolution, 
whether  he  wonld  go  for  "  bberty  or  death, 
replied  that  be  oonld  not  go  eo  far  as  that,  be- 
canse^  when  he  was  dead,  liberty  would  do  him 
no  good ;  bnt  he  would  go  as  far  as  "  liberty, 
or  be  crippled." 

Ur.  Btewakt  read  eitraota  fWim  a  Hessage 
of  Oeaeral  Washington,  to  the  first  Oongrees 
Bnder  the  constitntiou,  in  which  he  recom- 
mended granting  the  bounties,  and  other  pecu- 
niary aid,  ftir  the  introduction  of  valuable  im- 
provements. He  also  quoted  Aleisnder  Hamil- 
ton for  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  WiOELiFTK  DOW  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a  filature  at  the  public  expense,  and 
enmloying  a  snperinteudent  with  salary. 

This  motion  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Folk  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  by — yeas  97, 
nays  71. 

So  the  enacting  claose  was  etrioken  oat,  and 
tlie  bill  of  course  r^ected. 

Thcssdat,  May  £4. 

AUsemtdria  GanaL 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  bills 

relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the 

question  being  on  the  bill  for  the  aid  of  the 
Alexandria  Owial  Oompany, 

Mr  DoDDiuDoi  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  which  he  withdrew  in  favor  of  another 
presented  by 

Mr.  J.  S.  Barbottb,  appropriating  100,000 
doilars  to  the  company,  to  be  applied  to  the 
construction  of  an  aqoeauot  over  the  Potomac, 
at  or  near  Georgetown.  Mr.  B.  briefly  stated 
that  the  amoont  of  direct  tax  wljich  had  been 
levied  upon  that  part  of  the  Diatrict  lying  south 
of  the  Potomac  was  more  than  104.000  dollars. 
This  money  had  been  applied  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Union,  and  it  was  now,  therefore, 
no  more  than  equitable  that  that  amount  should 
be  returned,  for  the  tue  of  the  Bistriot,  by 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

AdioH  MiiaoHana  In^ritatad  At  Gargia, 


Congress,  which  was  its  only  local  Le^^slA- 

^e  amendment  was  agreed  to — 96  to  71. 

The  question  tben  being  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Lamab  demanded  &o  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Spiiobt  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  bnt 
the  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  qnestioa  on- 
the  third  reading  of  tbe  bill  was  carried — yeas 
00,  nays  78. 


Monday,  May  2B. 

Indian  Mutionariet  Imprittmtd  in  Otorgia. 

Mr.  Pbndlston,  of  New  York,  presented  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  a  petition'  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Datchesa  ooanty,  in  Ibe 
State  of  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
the  most  speedy  and  effectuu  measures  to  enforoe 
the  judpnent  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  case  of  the  missionaries 
Worcester  and  Butler,  imprisoned  under  a  judg- 
ment of  a  State  court  in  Georgia. 

Mr.  P,  said  this  petition  presented  to  the  OOQ- 
sideration  of  the  House  a  question  no  loss  im- 
portant, than  whether  the  law  of  the  land,  ad- 
judicated in  the  highest  tribunal,  shall  fomish 
to  American  citizens  a  rule  of  action  or  not; 
whether  there,be  knowntotbecoastitutiontwo 
powers,  the  collisions  of  which  are  to  be  de- 
cided, not  by  law,  but  by  war. 

The  Indian  relations  of  the  United  States  arei 
s^d  Mr.  P.,  in  one  sense,  intimately  connected 
with  this  question,  but  not  as  I  shall  consider 
it.  Public  men  will  probably  differ  in  opinion 
upon  the  subjeot  of  tnose  relations  as  long  as 
the  subject  itself  shall  be  remembered.  The 
question  is  not  now  whether  the  Supreme  Court 
hare  taken  a  correct  view  of  those  relations  or 
not ;  it  is  not  whether  thebr  decision  be  right, 
bnt  it  is  whether  they  possess  authority  to 
make  any  decision  at  all.  Neither  shall  I  speak 
of  the  motives  or  conduct  of  the  individuua  in 
whose  behalf  we  are  petitioned  to  interfere. 
It  has  been  eaid  that  tbey  are  fanatics.  W^ 
then  I  Is  this  a  question  of  reli^ous  enthu- 
siasm, or  of  personal  rights  (  1  hesitate  not  to 
afQrm  that  oivil  liberty  owes  as  much  to  eocle- 
siaatics  as  she  owes  to  lawyers. 

When  the  clersy  of  the  Church  of  England 
had  demonstrated  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment, and  the  natural  independence  of  men  m 
the  formation  of  a  religious  belief,  it  was  bnt  B 
step  to  apply  those  same  principles  to  a  like  in- 
dependence in  the  affairs  of  Government  and 
State ;  accordingly,  we  find,  in  the  history  of 
English  liberty,  that  the  names  of  Hooker  and 
Chillin^worth  are  commemorated  on  the  same 
page  with  those  of  Hampden  and  Sydney.  Sir, 
there  is  a  greater  example  still.  When  the 
Apostle  Paul  stood  in  the  presence  of  the  Bo- 
man  centurion,  and  they  were  binding  him  witik 
thongs,  he  asked  this  little  question;  "Is  it 
lawful  for  yon  to  scourge  a  man  that  is  a  Ro- 
man, and  oncond^aued  I "  '  I  ask  yon,  Mr. 
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Bpeaker,  is  it  lawful  for  jon  to  imprison  a  man 
tuat  ia  an  American,  and  acqnitt«d  ?  Does  It 
not  oconr  to  evorf  man's  mind  to  ask,  how  hap- 
pens it  in  a  OoTanunent  of  law,  tbst  tha  law 
IB  without  anthority  ? 

Tbo  answer  is,  because  it  operates  npon  one 
of  the  sorereion  parties  to  this  compact. 

Whether  this  snswer  be  safficiunt  or  not, 
whether  it  suits  "  the  genios  and  the  language 
of  the  system  before  ns,"  is  the  qaestion  to  be 
determined.  When  nn'  attention  was  first  di- 
rected to  this  subject,  I  foand  that  all  extolled 
the  oonstitQtion,  tnough  few  nnderstood  it  alike ; 
all  epoke  of  its  framen  with  reverence  and  re- 
spect To  them,  then,  I  determine  to  make  my 
^ipeal ',  in  this  appeal,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a 
peculiar  fitness.  As  this  conatitutJon  was 
offered  to  the  people,  so  it  was  accepted ;  as  it 
was  expired,  so  it  was  nnderstood ;  there  was 
not  one  intent  in  those  who  gave,  and  another 
in  those  who  received.  This  s;Et«m,  thus  con- 
trived, became,  by  adoption  of  the  American 
people,  a  fixed  and  determined  system.  We 
may  tdt«r  its  terms,  it  is  trne ;  but  while  the 
terms  remain,  we  cannot  give  them  a  new 
meaning.  In  relation  to  it,  we  stand  in  a  very 
difi*erent  Bitnatiou  trora  our  ancestors — with 
them  it  was  persuasion,  to  ns  it  is  authority — 
with  them  it  was  reason,  bat  to  ns  it  is  law. 
There  exists,  Ur.  Speaker,  a  very  striking  dif- 
ference between  the  old  opponents  of  the  con- 
stitation  and  the  new ;  the  former  admitted  it 
to  be,  in  truth  and  in  deed,  what  its  friends  in- 
tended to  make  it ;  but  the  new  school  ioBisls 
that  both  the  original  parties  were  wrong ; 
neither  of  them  nnderstood  the  trne  state  of  the 
case.  Otherwise,  Mr.  Henry,  for  instance,  and 
Ur.  Wilson,  should  have  changed  sides;  the 
former  ahonld  have  been  for  the  constitution, 
and  the  latter  against  it ;  for  this  new  school 
maintains  the  constitution  to  he  that  very  thing, 
for  not  being  which,  Mr.  Henry  opposed  it ;  ana, 
on  the  other  hand,  maintains  it  to  be  that  very 


thing,  for  not  being  which,  Hr.  Wilson  snp- 
port«dit.  So  much  wiser,  Hr.  Speaker,  are  the 
new  whigs  than  the  old. 


I  have  alluded  to  a  new  school,  and  a  new 
doctrine.  What  doctrine  is  this,  which,  as 
presenting  a  true  theory  of  tliia  Government, 
was  expressly  repudiated  by  all  the  leading  men 
on  either  side  in  the  feder^  and  State  conven- 
tions? The  leading  principle  is,  that  the  con- 
Btitotion  ia  a  compact  between  sovereign 
States. 

From  this  position  are  drawn,  for  practice, 
two  general  inferences.  One,  that  each  of  these 
sovereign  parties  possesses  the  right  of  final  and 
independent  iuterpretation ;  it  is  an  incident 
inseparable  from  sovereign  power,  that  the  sov- 
ereign should,  for  himself  and  in  the  last  resort, 
determine  the  extent  of  his  own  engagements  ; 
the  other  is,  that  any  of  the  soverei^  parties 
may  withdraw  from  the  compact,  if  disaatiafied 
with  the  maimer  of  its  operation,  or  the  mode 
of  its  observance.  Now,  At,  I  deny  the  princi- 
ple, and  both  the  inferences.    The  constitution 


[K&T,  1S89. 

is  not  a  compact,  tresfrTt  ^  alliance,  between 
the  Sovereign  States. 

There  were  snlimitted  in  the  general  cimveD- 
tion  two  principal  plans  for  consideration.  I 
omit  all  notice  of  the  third,  which  was  pro- 
posed by  General  Hamilton,  and  of  which  Dr. 
Johnson  said  shrewdly,  that  it  was  praised  b; 
everybody,  and  supported  by  none ;  it  was 
like  the  hare  with  many  Mends— all  gave  It  a 
good  word  as  they  i^ssed  by,  but  none  took  it 
up  on  their  backs.  Sssentislly,  then,  there  were 
but  two.  One  of  theee  proceeded  upon  the  idea 
ofacompactbetweenBtates;  the  other  proceed- 
ed  upon  the  idea  of  an  institntion  of  the  people. 
These  two  ^sterns  were  antagonist  systems  tb« 
one  to  the  other.  They  continued  thron^Knit 
distinct  and  irreooncilable,  and  were  never  in 
that  day  for  one  moment  confounded.  Whoever 
supported  the  idea  of  a  Government  derived 
from  the  States,  was  opposed  to  the  idea  of  a 
Government  derived  fttnn  the  people ;  whoevier 
patronized  the  principle  of  popular  derivation, 
was  hostile  to  a  Government  depending  npcm 
compact. 

The  ultimate  decision  of  questions  which  may 
involve  the  whole  Union  in  war,  ought  not  to 
be  left  to  the  local  tribunals ;  their  jndgea  are 
not  responsible  to  the  nation ;   we  have  no 


the  President  and  Senate  h 
their  original  app<»ntment.  I  denre  to  be 
nnderstood.  I  am  for  strict  constmction.  No 
man  is  more  hostile  than  I  am  to  what  are 
called  latitudinarian  principles.  I  do  not  eon- 
tend  that  the  national  tribunals  poaaess  this 
power,  because,  from  reasona  of  State,  they 
ought  to  possess  it.  Bnt  I  do  cont^d,  that 
when  we  resist  an  attempt  to  abridge  a  power, 
given  in  express  terms,  that  then  the  pr<^riet; 
of  exerting  the  power  to  the  extent  f^ven,  may, 
by  reasons  of  State,  be  rightfully  shown. 

There  are  two  objectiona  which  have  been 
ohiefiy  inusted  upon.  Yvnt,  it  has  been  sud 
that  Uie  appellate  power  prcsuppoeefl  an  inferi- 
ority in  the  State  courts ;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  words  of  the  constitation  are  satisfied  by 
confining  thispower  to  the  inferior  ooorts  ^ 
the  TTnion.  Why,  sir,  this  very  strange  deln- 
sion  )    The  State  courts  are  inferior ;  the  con- 


aiw  thing  \ni  plainer t  What  aays  the  paper) 
"  The  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  made,  4c, 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,"  and 
"  the  Judges  in  every  State  shall  tie  bound  there- 
by, any  uing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any 
State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  Aa 
for  the  second  snggestion,  the  fact  upon  which 
alone  it  depends  is  not  true :  the  words  are  not 
satisfied.  With  what  projiriety  can  this  be 
said,  when  so  common  a  contingency  is  excluded 
as  tiie  origin  of  the  suit  in  the  State  ooort  t 
Let  this  contingency  happen  in  all  cases,  and 
the  Judicial  power  of  the  Qovemment  cooM 
uever  be  brought  to  bear  upon  any  caee.  Take, 
for  instanoe,  ^e  ^ven  case  of  a  treaty :  if  the 
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national  court  has  not  original  jurisdiotion, 
which  it  has  not,  nor  appeUate,  which  it  is 

oontendedithoa  not,  tliere  la  no  jurisdiction  at 
all ;  and  this  is  the  condosion  which  is  sup- 
posed to  latisfy,  as  the  phrase  goes,  the  most 
comprebensiTe  word  in  the  Isngnoge. 

By  this  mode  of  reasoning,  the  JnrisdicUon  of 
this  aoKast  tribunal  does  not  depend  upon  anj- 
origiDU  principles  of  Oovemment  or  views  of 
civil  polity;  you  may  not  impnte  to  it  the 
conception  of  a  great  purpose  ardently  desired 
and  exBOtly  foreseen.  Here  are  no  traces  of 
fbrecut,  no  evidenoes  of  de^gn.  It  is  not  a 
TOiint  well  asoertiuned  and  deflnitively  fixed. 
On  the  contrary,  all  its  powers  are  left  to  be 
determined  by  the  result  of  a  scramble  be- 
tween the  conrts,  or  by  the  whim  of  the  anitor, 
who  may  select  his  own  trLbnnal,  and  to  that 
selection  all  other  considerations  must  yield, 
whether  derived  from  the  genios  of  the  Govern, 
ment,  the  tangnage  of  the  constitntion,  or  the 
pablio  welfare.  The  qtpellate  power  then 
exists  in  all  the  enumerated  oases,  whether  of 
dvU  or  criminal  Jurisdiction.  There  is  no  dia- 
tinetton  inJhe  letter — there  should  be  none  in 
the  interpretation ;  araw^wmeDts,  imprison- 
ments, hard  lalwr,  and  death,  are  of  more  con- 
cern to  the  citizen  than  the  consequences  of 
any  civil  jndgment 

A  few  words  upon  the  measnrea  which  I  have 
proposed  to  tho  House.  It  appears  to  be,  npon 
the  whole,  the  opinion  of  the  profession,  (it  is 
certainly  Uiat  of  very  enunent  lawyers,)  that 
the  proviso  in  the  funrteenth  section  of  the 
Jadioiary  act  eit«nda  to  the  Snpreme  Conrt 
By  that  proviso,  writs  of  habea*  eorpui  do  not 
extend  to  prisoners  in  gaol,  unless  where  they 
ore  in  custody  under,  or  by  color  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States.  I  am  informed  that 
in  Cabrera's  case  this  proviso  was  held  to 
extend  to  the  oircnit  conrts  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  imposuble  to  believe  that  it  was 
ever  intended  to  include  persons  confined  in  gaol 
In  pursuance  of  a  judgment  erroneous  npon  a 
constitutional  jioint  Bach  an  idea  is  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  express  langnoge  of  the 
section,  and  the  spirit  of  the  whole  act.  Hj 
first  proposition  is  designed  to  remove  thu 
inconsistency,  and  settle  this  doubt. 

Upon  tiie  second  proposition,  when  the 
Snpreme  Conrt  reverses  tho  judgment  of  a 
State  court,  the  canse  is,  in  the  first  instance, 
remanded  for  a  final  decision.  If  the  court 
below  obey,  as  they  are  boond  to  do,  it  is  well ; 
if  not,  the  refusal  to  obey  (saoh  has  been  the 
practice)  is  regarded  as  error  in  the  canse ;  and 
the  refcsal  must  appear  on  record.  In  no  prior 
instance,  if  I  am  correcUr  informed,  has  any 
oonrt  refused  to  make  such  an  entry.  Bot  in 
the  cose  of  these  two  missionaries,  the  court  in 
Georgia  has  refused  to  moke  any  entry  upon 
the  record  at  olL  Hence,  no  second  writ  of 
error  can  be  brought.  Surely  the  House  will 
never  consent  to  snfier  the  pubUc  justice  to  be 
defeated  by  such  a  trick  as  this.  It  affords  a 
etroDg  illustration  of  Qie  spirit  by  which  on 
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inferior  oourt  may  be  actuated.  This  remanding 
of  the  olaase,  in  the  first  instance,  is  a  very 

clumsy  and  nnneoessary  contrivance.  It  wns 
originally  a  mere  act  of  civility  to  the  State 
court,  and  shoald  never  be  allowed  to  obstruct. 
suhBtontially,  the  operation  of  the  law ;  and 
inasmuch  as  it  seems,  in  this  cose,  to  have 
been  perverted  to  that  effect.  I  propose  to  re- 

I  have  thus,  Ur.  Speaker,  delivered  to  the 
House  my  sentiments  npon  this  important  and 
delicate  question.  Influenced,  as  I  have  been 
thronghont,  by  an  unaffected  desire  to  avoid 
offence,  I  have  touched  upon  no  topic,  I  have 
nttered  no  language  which  could  alarm  the  pride 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  excite  the  teelingB 
of  her  representatives. 

Perhaps,  sir,  I  am  not  altogether  to  be  Justi- 
fied for  the  cold  and  phlegmatic  manner  which 
I  have  forced  myself  to  adopt  The  House 
will  remember  that,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session,  I  submitted  certain  resolutions,  involv- 
ing the  very  same  principles  and  course  of 
reasoning  which  I  have  here  so  feebly  attempted 
to  develop.  It  was  not  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  devote  any  portion  of  its  time  to  their 
consideration.  IThen  I  had  made  up  my  mind 
yield  quietly  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House, 


I  constituents,  who  have  manifest 
''       iritii  these  unfi 
I  thus  happened, 


Ur.  Speaker,  that  an  occidental  opportunity 
has  more  contributed  to  the  original  purpose 
than  my  own  careful  deugus. 


I  have  nothing  more  to  add  than  to  expren 
my  earnest  wish  that  the  petition  of  my  consti- 
tuents may  be  granted,  that  the  representatives 
of  the  American  people  will  not  be  insensible  to 
the  great  rights  of  personal  liberty  and  the 
dearest  dictates  of  constitutional  law^  and  that 
we  will  not  leave  either  our  fellow-citizens,  or 
the  stranger  within  our  gates,  to  the  oppression 
of  any  local  and  subordinate  power. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  to  refbr  the 
petition  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law,  that  where  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  shall  declare  on  act  of  impris- 
onment to  be  illegal,  a  habea*  eorpv*  may  issue 
for  bringing  the  person^  so  illegally  imprisoned, 
before  any  judge  of  the  Supreme  or  District 
Courts,  and  discharged,  and  also  for  repealing 
BO  much  of  the  judiciary  act  as  requires  a  case 
carried  from  a  State  court  to  the  Snpreme 
Court  to  be  remanded  for  execution,  and  to 
authorize  the  Supreme  Court  to  execute  their 
own  Judgments. 
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the  UdIod,  and  took  np  the  bill  (r^orUd  hj 
Mr.  UoD.  from  the  Oommitt«e  of  Wajs  and 
Meaiu)  to  equalize  the  daties  oa  imports; 
when  * 

Ur.  UoDnFFiE  rose,  and  said :  I  propose,  sir, 
to  sabmit  Boifle  cxpknationH,  in  addition  t«  those 
already  presented,  in  a  different  form,  of  the 
viewB  ana  principles  which  induced  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Meana  to  report  the  present  bill 
as  au  ai^ustment  of  the  great  subject  of  the  tariff. 
I  must,  however,  in  the  outset,  candidly  aa- 
knowledge  that  I  have  not  the  least  glimmering 
of  hope  that  any  thiuK  I  may  utter  at  this  time, 
or  which  any  hnman  bein^  can  advance  in  this 
Hall,  will  induce  tlie  m^ority  to  adopt  the 
measure  now  proposed,  or  any  other  measure 
founded  on  similiu'  principles.  Nay,  sir,  I  am 
reluctantly  compellea  to  go  still  further.  M- 
thODgh  I  have  been  disposed  to  hope  even 
affunst  hope,  that  some  providential  coincidence 
01  circnmstuices  might  yet  intervene  to  indine 
the  hearts  of  the  m^ority  to  Justice,  and  lead 
their  deliberations  to  some  propitious  result,  yet 
the  developments  and  the  experience  of  every 
day  have  rendered  it  more  and  more  apparent 
that  all  snch  expectations  are  utterly  vain  and 
delusive,  Aa  to  any  adjustment  of  this  great 
question,  therefore,  which  ahall  ^ve  tranquillity 
to  the  public  mind^  and  restore  the  broken  har- 
mony  of  this  IJuion,  "my  final  hope  is  flat 
despur,"  Under  these  circumstanoes,  it  may 
seem  ungular,  but  it  is  nevertheleaa  true,  that 
it  is  precisely  because  I  do  not  hope  to  produce 
eonvictioQ  upon  the  minds  of  this  committee, 
and  nave  no  expectation  that  this  great  ques- 
tion will  be  adjusted  here,  that  I  am  more  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  set  forth,  in  the  clearest 
and  most  distinct  manner,  the  prinoiplos  which 
will  goTern  rae,  and,  aa  I  beTieve,  those  who 
are  associated  with  mcL  aa  well  as  the  State  we 
in  common  represent,  iu  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
this  great  contest  for  our  inalienable  rights. 
Bir,  it  is  vain,  it  is  worse  than  vain,  to  attempt 
to  put  by,  to  evade,  or  to  palter  wiUi  this  qnes- 
tion.  It  can  no  longer  be  disguised  Uiat  taere 
does  exist,  under  the  unjust  and  oppressive  le^s- 
Iirtion  of  Congress,  and  witliont  any  agency  of 
Providence  to  that  effect,  a  radical  hostility  of 
interests  between  the  two  ereat  fiabdiviaians  of 
this  confederacy.  And  if  the  power  of  the 
m^ority,  and  not  their  sense  of  jnatioe.  ia  to 
decide  the  present  controversy,  it  will  be  iinpos- 
rable  ever  to  reconcile  these  conflicting  inter- 
ests. Such  being  the  case,  God  only  knows 
what  is  to  be  the  end  of  this  great  political 
drama.  One  thing  is  certain ;  an  eventful 
political  era  ia  at  huid,  and  whether  it  shall  be 
signalized  by  the  civil  triumph,  or  by  the  catas- 
trophe of  constitntioual  liberty,  history  will 
record  that  triumph  or  that  catastrophe,  and 
posterity  will  pronounce  Judgment  on  the  au- 
thors of  it. 

That  my  views  and  prinoiplee  may  be  under- 
stood and  appreciated  bj  that  anguat  tribunal, 
and  that  the  record  which  history  shall  make 
up  may  present  the  tinie  issue  between  the  ' 


great  contending  partiea,  the  oppreteon  and 
Uie  oppressed,  I  wul  attempt,  before  I  take  mj 
seat,  to  demonstrate  how  grievoos  are  the 
wrongs  we  have  too  patiently  endured,  and  how 
vital  and  sacred  are  the  rights  for  whioh  we  are 

intending. 

Bnt,  before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  in* 
equality   and  gross  ii^ustioe  of  this  combined 

tern  of  taxation  and  protection,  I  shall  ask 
attention  of  the  committee  to  a  brief  eipoai- 

1  of  my  views  as  to  the  amonnt  of  reveane 
which,  onder  existing  circumstaoces,  I  deem  it 
expedient  to  provide  for  defraying  the  necea 
and  proper  expenses  of  this  Government 

In  deciding  this  qnestiou,  there  is  no  beHer 
criterion  to  which  we  con  resort  than  the  aver- 
age expenditures  of  a  former  period,  which  aU 
must  acknowled^  to  furnish  a  proper  bafis  for 
such  a  caicnlatioD.  In  1831,  our  army  was 
reduced  from  a  war  to  a  peaoe  establishmenL 
From  the  year  following  this  reduction  to  the 
close  of  Mr.  Uonroe's  Administration  in  ISU, 
inclusive,  I  have  made  a  calculation  of  the 
average  expensea  of  this  Government  for  all 
objects,  both  permanent  and  eontiggent ;  aod 
the  result  is,  that  these  expensea  amounted, 
annually,  to  aleas  sum  than  )10,0U0,OO0.  Haoy 
of  those  who  bear  me  will  bear  me  ont  when  I 
say,  that,  when  I  first  took  my  seat  in  thia  body,  I 

a  regarded  as  very  extravagant  in  my  notions 
__  regard  to  the  public  expenditnrej  because  I 
justified  the  expenditures  of  that  AdministratioiL 
Sir,  Ur.  Uonroe's  Administration  was  denounced 
by  a  large  party  in  this  country  for  its  eztravSr 
;ance.  It  was  accused  of  preparing  the  way 
or  a  great  and  splendid  Government,  instead 
of  regarding  those  principles  of  eoonomy  laid 
down  by  the  fathers  of  our  political  churcb. 
I  did  not  think  so  then,  and  I  do  not  think  so 
now ;  and  I  shall  bwl  the  day  when  the  pnaeal 
or  any  lutnre  Administration  shall  bring  back 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  the  annual 
sum  of  110,000,000,  which  I  believe  to  be  an 
ample  provision  for  all  the  exigences  at  the 
country.  Bat,  sir,  so  far  trom  wistuDg  to  dis- 
mantle our  fortificationa,  suffer  the  navy  to  rot 
upon  the  docks,  and  leave  the  nation  entirely 
defenceless,  as  has  been  suggested  in  a  report 
recently  offered  to  the  House,  I  am  for  main- 
taining all  the  institutions  of  the  country  on  a 
respeotable  footing,  and  am  willing,  and  have 
ever  been  willing,  to  ruse  whatever  amonnt  rf 
revenue  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpuee, 
though  I  am  aware  that  the  borden  will  be  very 
unequally  distributed,  even  by  tliis  bill. 

The  essential  institutions  of  the  country  are 
the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  dvil  establish- 
ment. These  I  regard  as  indispensable ;  I  hold 
them  to  be  necessary  at  all  times,  in  peace  and 
in  war ;  for  I  tUly  recognize  the  tmth  of  the 
maxim,  that  the  beat  way  to  preserve  peace 
is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  Now,  air,  daring 
the  last  three  years  of  Mr,  Uonroe's  Administra- 
tion, it  was  denounced,  as  I  have  said,  for  its 
extravBMuce ;  and  yet  the  total  aonoal  expen- 
diture for  Uie  army,  the  navy,  and  the  civil 
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list,  amonsted,  dnring  those  joare,  to  leas  thui 
$7,000,000.*  I  repeftt  it,  sir,  emphfttio«]]j,  that, 
when  OUT  aitaj  waa  more  efficient,  its  rank 
better  filled,  and  its  officers  aa  nnmeroaa  and 
competent  as  tbey  now  are,  the  aannal  expenses 
of  tbeGoYemmentfor these  three  oUecta  were 
less  than  seven  millioits  of  doUara.  When  yon 
add  to  this  the  expenditare  for  the  Indian 
Department,  and  fbr  other  objeota  of  a  misoel- 
laneoQB  kind,  each  amoantinf  to  a  little  up- 
wards of  half  a  million,  it  will  be  fonnd  that, 
eiolofflve  of  pendonB,  the  whole  average  eipen- 
ditnre  of  the  United  States,  dnring  those  years, 
amounted  to  bnt  little  more  than  |8,000,000. 
Aamming  this  as  a  basis,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  amoont  will  be  more  than  snffioient, 
eapedallj  as  onr  fortifications  are  nearly  coOt- 
plet«d,  (and  I  faope  never  hereafter  to  see  more 
than  $600,000  annnally  expended  upon  them.) 
and  as  the  improvements  of  our  navy  yards 
also  are  nearly  comiJeted,  I  affirm  that  more 
than  $8,000,000  will  not  be  annnally  required 
ftff  objects  of  a  permanent  natare. 

Then,  as  to  pensions,  I  shall  confine  my 
views  in  the  first  plaoe,  to  the  laws  as  they  now 
■tand,  and  not  as  ft  has  been  proposed  to  extend 
them.  Dnring  the  three  years  I  have  men- 
tioned, tbe  pension  t[st  was  very  large ;  aioco 
then,  however,  the  number  of  pensioners  has 
been  rapidly  dimiidshed  by  death.  So  that, 
wbweas,  in  1^3,  the  sum  eroended  on  this. 
object  was  nearly  $2,000,000,  it  w  now  less  than 
$1,000,000,  notwithatan^ng  the  great  number 
of  pensioners  rince  pat  upon  the  roH,  by  special 
acts  of  OongresB,  and  the  relaxed  role  of  the 
War  Department.  It  may  fairly  be  presumed, 
oalnnlating  npon  the  probable  mortality  among 
men,  none  of  them  less  than  seventy  years  of 
age,  that,  in  the  course  of  soma  five  years,  this 
branch  of  eipenditnre  will  be  redoeed  to  a  very 
ineonHiderable  snm. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that,  after  paying  off  the 
public  debt,  there  will  be  a  large  snrplna,  not 
less  than  eight  or  ten  milliona,  of  the  income  of 
tbe  year  16S3,  because  the  income  of  that  year 
will  be  principally  derived  frem  duties  which 
accrued  dnring  the  present  year,  under  the 
existing  tariff.  Horeover,  aa  the  proposed 
rednction  of  the  duUes  will  be  gradual,  and  I 
am  willing  to  make  it  still  more  so,  by  extend- 
ing the  period  of  final  redaction  to  three  years, 
it  IS  ohnona  that  the  surplus  revenue  must  be 
considerable  daring  all  tnese  years,  and  that 
the  safficiency  of  a  revenue  derived  from  aver- 
age dnties  of  13}  per  cenL  will  not  be  bronght 
to  the  test  in  less  than  four  or  five  years. 
£ven  if  we  suppose  that  the  pension  bill,  nov~ 
pending,  should  became  a  law,  it  is  Hot  proba 
ble  that  the  whole  pension  establishment,  four 

•  BnelifliiuclilnTlawiiHtliliiliaald  unit  ths  atlaaUoa 
of  Ihs  legtalatln  ■nUmrltjt,  Pirtodloil  •xunlulloiu  into 
tba  vtumiit  of  UiA  Govemraont  cxpamlltDn,  ud  annparlloa 
D(dIir«rgnti>«iIodiwlthuBhotlur,  wmldbiniaDiKo  tM  ths 
belt  meuu  of  piwiTliig  tlut  «o(miiinr  which  ill  ipplind, 
ud  prgTcmlDE  Uut  oitnTicuos  tovaifli  vhlsh  ill  Qor- 
•ramftati  nituillj  tend. 
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or  five  years  hence,  will  require  an  expenditure 
of  more  than  $3,000,000.  But  be  that  as  it 
may,  $8,000,000  will  be  amply  sufficient  for  the 
permanent  inatitntdons  and  ordinary  expuises, 
and  all  the  revenue  over  that  sum  will  he 
applicable  to  pensions  and  other  ol^ects. 

The  next  iaqniry  in  order  is,  whnt  amount  of 
revenne  a  duty  of  IS^per  cent,  npon  all  imports 
will  bring  into  the  Ireasury  ?  If  we  assume, 
as  the  basis  of  our  estimate,  tbe  average  amount 
of  the  merchandise  imported  for  consumption 
during  the  last  seven  years,  we  shall  have 
something  less  than  $6S,0OO,00O  as  that  average. 
The  revenne  from  this  amomit  of  imports,  at 
13)  per  cent,  dntj,  would  be  something  less 
than  $9,000,000.  Bat  we  are  inqairing  what 
will  be  the  amount  of  the- revenue,  four  or  five 
years  hence,  aft«r  all  the  sarpluses  shall  he 
exhausted ;  and  I  think  it  may  be  very  safely 
estimated  that  the  amount  of  the  dutiable  im- 
ports, under  this  bill,  will  not  be  less  than 
$80,000,000,  There  will  be  at  least  $16,000,000 
now  annually  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
existing  duties,  uat  will  be  disengaged  from 
that  object,  and  will  be  applicable  to  other 
purposes.  It  is  a  reasonable  supposition  that 
this  amount,  at  least,  will  be  applied  to  the 
pnrohase  of  foreign  imports,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  now  thoa  applied.  According  to  tbis  view 
of  the  subject,  making  all  proper  allowancee,  it 
follows  that  the  amount  of  the  imports  for  con- 
sumption will  be  more  than  $80,000,000  the 
very  first  year  the  12)  per  cent,  duty  goes  into 
operation ;  and,  from  the  natural  progress  «^ 
population  and  wealth,  that  amount  must  in- 
crease considerably  every  year  afterwards. 

We  shall  have,  then,  an  income  of  $10,000,000 
troia  the  imposts ;  and  even  if  we  estimate  tht 
income  &om  the  public  lands  at  one-half  its 
present  amount,  that  and  the  bank  dividends 
will  yield  $2,000,000  more. 

Having  ahowo  that  only  $8,000,000  will  be 
required  for  the  ordinary  and  permanent  ex- 
penses of  the  Oovemraent,  it  follows  that,  with 
a  revenne  of  $12,000,000,  there  will  be  an  annual 
sorplas  of  $4,000,000  applicable  to  pensions  and 
other  objects  of  a  contingent  natare. 

In  presenting  this  brief  view  of  the  future 
income  and  expenditure  of  the  Government,  I 
will  take  occasion  to  remark  that,  if  I  should 
ever  return  to  this  body,  I  Intend  to  propose  a 
general  system  of  retrenchment  and  economy ; 
a  system  not  founded  on  an  indiscriminate 
hostility  to  our  existing  establishments,  bnt  on 
a  deep  conviction  that  these  esteblishments  can 
be  maintained  in  purity  and  vigor  only  by  the 
observance  of  a  strict  but  judicious  and  liberal 
economy. 

I  am  fully  satisfied,  that,  without  reducing 
dther  the  army  or  the  navy,  and  without  in- 
juriously onrtMling  the  salariea  of  any  of  the 
officers  of  Government,  a  saving  may  be  effect- 
ed of  at  least  half  a  million  of  dollars.  With- 
out going  into  details,  I  will  barely  suggest  that 
the  Treasury  Department  alone  opens  a  field 
in  which  retrenchment  and  refomi  may  be 


jjGoogle 


ABBIDOHENT  OF   THE 


B.  or  R.] 

employed  with  rerf  great  adTtotage  . 
oonntry.  Sir,  nnder  the  complicated  sjstem  of 
high  minimum  dntiea,  the  ezpenseB  of  ooUectiiig 
the  pablic  revenne  have  increased  enormooBlj 
within  the  last  ten  veara.<  At  a  fonner  period, 
when  our  revenae  from  the  imposta  wse  equu 
to  wh^  it  ia  now,  the  whole  annual  expense  of 
collecting  it  did  not  amonnt  to  more  than 
1700,000.  Kow,  eir,  it  has  swelled  np  to 
nearly  donble  that  amonnt. 

The  proposed  reduotioa  of  the  datiea  will 
enable  the  department  to  dispense  with  the 


Item  alone,  seTersl  hnndred  thonsand  doUara 
may  be  annnally  saved.  Upon  the  whole,  eir, 
I  am  well  satiafled,  that  the  amoiint  of  rerenae 
whiob  this  bill  tfill  produce,  with  that  derived 
from  other  souroes,  will  be  amply  enffloient 
for  all  the  ezigendes  of  the  conntjy ;  and  that, 
considering  it  as  a  mere  revenae  measure,  no 
one  can  jnstly  take  an  exoeption  to  it. 

I  will  here  remark,  dr,  that  the  people  of 
the  Sonth  (whether  correctly  or  not,  I  will  here- 
after oonnder)  are  firmly  unpressed  with  the 
belief  Uiat,  under  any  erstem  of  datiee,  while 
the  revenue  is  derived  almost  eiclosiTely  from 
Imports,  their  proporti<»i  of  the  bnrdena  im- 
posed by  federal  taxation  will  be  mnch  ^eater 
than  it  ongbt  to  be  according  to  the  prmciple 
of  the  conatitntion  which  regiilat«a  the  appor- 
tionment of  direct  taxes.  Under  these  cironm- 
atanoee,  they  think  they  have  a  right  to 
ioMst  that  the  aggi^ate  bnrden  of  taxation 
shall  be  as  light  as  powible,  and  that  not  a 
dollar  shall  be  expended  by  the  Grovemmaat 
that  oan  be  avoided  by  a  rigid  eoonotny. 

Having  now  disposed  of  these  pr^iminaiy 

aaestiOQH,  I  ahall  proceed  to  consider  how  far 
le  provisions  of  this  bill  have  been  dictated  by 
a  due  regard  t«  the  principles  of  Justice  and 
eqaality  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

With  the  exception  of  certain  artidee  admit- 
ted free  of  duty,  nearly  all  of  which  are  the 
imports  and  the  conanmption  of  the  Northern 
States,  all  imported  merchandise  will  be  sub- 
jected to  the  moderate  and  eqo^  dnty  of  13^ 
per  cent  Now,  sir,  I  desire  to  know  whether 
any  objeoUon  can  be  justly  nrged  a^inst  this 
scheme,  on  the  score  of  inequality.  Bearding 
it  as  a  Sonthem  meaaore,  can  any  other  portion 
of  the  Union  ^ege,  with  the  semblance  of 
tmth,  that  it  will  be  subjected  to  on  nndae 
share  of  the  public  hardens  t  I  put  the  ques- 
tion empliaticalli',  aad  desire  that  it  may  be 
furly  met  and  fyiy  answered,  is  there  a  mann- 
Hactnrinfl  State,  or  a  manu&clnring  county  in  the 
Union,  that  will  be  oompelled  to  pay  a  larger 
proportion  ot  imblie  tmrdena,  by  thia  bill,  than 
jnstlr  and  eqtntably  fiilla  to  its  share  t 

Let  OS  ezamine  this  matter.  Our  imports  of 
fordgn  merchandise  m^  be  divided  into  two 
great  claasee.  The  fint  ooDsiets  of  articles  which 
are  exdnaivelj  produced  in  foreign  countries ; 
the  second,  of  arUoles  partly  prodnoed  abroad, 
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and  partly  in  the  United  States.  The  former 
are  nsnal^  denominated  the  nnprotected,  and 
the  latter  the  protected  elaaa  of  artidea.  Now, 
as  to  the  former  clasa,  comprinng  teas^  coffee, 
silka,  wines,  and  a  variety  of  other  imports,  I 
will  assume,  that  from  these  one-half  t>r  the 
federal  revenue  will  be  collected,  thon|^  in 
point  of  fiwt,  it  would  be  more  correct  to  aay 
one~third  only. 

As  to  this  portion  of  the  revenue^  no  one  has 
ever  pretended  that  the  bnrden  is  not  equally 
distrjbated  over  the  Union  in  proportJon  to  the 
oonsnmption  of  the  articles  mm  which  it  is 
derived.  It  must  be  i^panmt  that  the  a 
fhetnring  States  hsve  no  grounds  tor  $lk 
that  thedotieanponrilks,wine^l«a,andei 
expose  them  to  an  nnec|nai  or  opprearive  bur- 
den. Will  a  eolitary  voice  be  rused  to  denonnoe 
this  part  of  the  biU  under  comdderation  1  A»- 
Bureoly  there  will  noL  What,  then,  ranainst 
What  ia  the  subject  of  oompl^  '  ■  ■  ■•  ■ 
bill,  and  who  are  they  by  whoo 
la  made  t  The  part  of  the  bill  which  ia  o 
ions  to  the  dennndation  of  the  mannfactniiug 
States,  ia  that  whidi  imposes  a  da^  of  121  P 
cent,  and  no  more,  on  cotton  and  ^ 
manu&otnrea,  on  iron  and  iron  mannfacaiRi^ 
and  on  all  tiie  other  artidea  that  ikll  within  the 
soope  of  the  protecting  ^etem.  Yes,  rir,  this 
ia  die  sooroe  of  the  comptointB  agonal  tlie  ^o- 
posed  measure.  And  wno^  do  yon  tnppoM^  an 
the  peraoDB  that  make  them  t 

If  an  impartial  foreigner,  just  arrived  in  cm 
oountry,  should  be  infonnea  that  a  very  deep 
and  thraateoing  exdtement  existed  in  relatioii 
to  thia  part  of  the  proposed  tari^  he  woold 
very  natorally  suppose  uiat,  aa  the  cxdtemait 
was  against  a  tax  Mil,  it  was  the  indignatiwi  of 
thoae  who  are  called  upon  to  pay  taxes,  or  npon 
wboee  productions  the  duties  wars  proposad 
to  be  levied.  Upon  being  informed  that  the 
productions  of  the  Sonthum  Statea  ftimiahed 
the  exchanges  for  this  daas  of  imports,  he 
would  take  it  for  granted  that  these  Statea 
were  damorous  agunst  so  aneqoal  a  scheme 
of  taxation.  But  how  would  ilaa  impartial 
foreigner  be  astonished,  on  discovering  that  tba 
eiciteraent  was  confined  to  that  part  <rf  the 
Union  which  paid  no  part  of  the  taxes  in  qpca- 
tion ;  and  tliat  the  cause  of  the  excitement  wn^ 
that  the  taxee  proposed  were  not  forty  or  fifty, 
instead  of  131  per  cent  upon  the  value  <rf'  im- 
ports! In  other  words,  how  great  would  be 
the  astonishment  of  this  impartial  "looker  on" 
from  Europe,  when  he  learned  that  the  com- 
pl^t  against  the  proposed  dnty  on  cotteo, 
woollen,  and  other  mannflKtnrea,  proceeded  es- 
dumvely  from  the  domeetio  mannbotnren  of 
these  very  artidea,  <m  whom  the  dnty  would 
operate,  not  as  a  burden,  bat  as  a  bonnty.  He 
wouldbeapttoezdum,  "  What  an  eztramdiiia- 
ry  people  tbe  Americans  muai  bet  In  Enropt 
OoveminentH  are  ritaken  by  d>e  onnplainta  of 
the  people  who  pay  the  taxe&  Bera  the  Oniaii 
seems  luely  to  M  shaken  to  ita  very  foondatiuis 
by  the  clamors  of  those  who  reodve  them.    In 
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EaropcL  the  pec^Ie  or;  ont  that  the  taxes  are 
too  high ;  here,  they  seem  to  be  regarded  as  a 
great  bleaiing,  and  the  or;  la,  that  thej  are 
about  to  be  redoced  too  low." 

Sir,  in  the  Hpirit  of  peace  and  harmonj,  and, 
I  wm  add,  in  the  ipirit  of  magnanimity,  the 
people  of  the  Sonth  now  say  to  yon,  "  We  know 
Utat  it  is  very  tmequal  and  oppreanTe  npon  ns 
that  the  prodnotionB  of  onr  ioanitry  should  pay 
eren  ISi  per  oent,  to  aapport  the  Govemmeat, 
while  the  very  same  prodnotions  of  yonr  indoa- 
try  pay  do  oontribntion  at  all,  bnt  reodve,  on 
the  contrary,  a  beneddal  bonnty  from  the  tai 
levied  opon  oar  prodnotiona.  Bnt  if  yoa  will 
limit  the  borden  to  the  neoeaaary  eipenaea  of 
the  Ooremment,  we  are  willing  to  snbmit  to  it 
as  a  revenne  measnre,  cneqnal  aa  it  obviooaly 
is,  and  will  cbeerfnlly  conaider  the  peconiary 
loB3  we  shall  anstain  aa  a  peace-offering  at  the 
shrme  of  the  Union."  And  what  do  the  people 
of  the  North  say  to  this  generoos  and  liberal 
overtnre  t 

"  We  will  not  aooede  to  yonr  terms.  We 
liave  'calonlated  the  vatne  i^'  this  tax  upon 
yonr  productions,  and  we  have  ascertained  that 
a  tdbate  of  IH  per  cent,  ia  not  enoogh  to  keep 
Dp  OUT  Htabllabments  in  the  high  Htat«  of  profit 
and  proaperity  which  we  desire.  Wo  cannot 
let  yon  off  with  a  lees  tribate  than  forty-five 
per  cent.,  and  it  follows  that  yon  will  have  to 
pay  it" 

Sir,  language  canoot  convey,  nor  imagination 
conceive  any  thing  l^t  wonM  exhibit  the  hor- 
rible enormity  of  this  system  more  clearly  than 
this  simple  statement  of  the  real  condition  of 
the  interests  involved,  and  the  trae  point  of  the 
controversy.  Now,  sir,  I  will  put  this  matter 
to  a  very  plain  teat  If  my  views  are  not  cor- 
rect, the  whole  tariff  qnestion  can  be  soon 
eettied  between  the  gendeman  immediately  on 
my  ri^ht,  (Mr.  Applktoh,)  who,  as  I  nnder- 
Btand,  IS  one  of  the  largest  mann&ctnrera  in 
the  United  States,  and  myself.  I  tnm  to  this 
gentleman,  then,  and  I  say  to  him,  "  Sir,  I  will 
now  make  a  bai^in  with  yon  for  the  sdjoat^ 
ment  of  this  dimonlty.  Yon  admit  that  one- 
half  of  this  bill  is  perfectly  inst  and  eooal ; 
that,  I  mean,  which  levies  half  of  the  federal 
revenne  from  winea,  silks,  and  other  unpro- 
tected articles.  The  entire  bnrden  of  yonr 
complaint  is  directed  agunst  the  other  half  of 
the  bill ;  that  which  levies  the  remaning  half 
of  the  revenue  from  protected  articles.  Now, 
dr,  in  tender  consideration  of  the  oppressive 
operation  of  Qua  part  of  the  tax  bill  npon  the 
mannfMstaring  States  I  will  agree  to  strike  it 
oat  altogether,  and  raise  the  remaining  half  of  the 
revenue,  by  donbhng  the  dntiea  on  nnproteated 
article*,  or  by  direct  taxes.  Is  it  a  bargmn, 
drt"  "No!  no!  no  I"  repliea  the  gentleman, 
"  that  wonld  be  infinitely  worse  than  tlie  bill  as 
it  now  stands ;  for,  in  that  case,  the  tariff  States 
wonld  lose  all  their  protection,  and  have  to  pay 
their  qnota  of  Uie  moreased  datiea  on  nnpro- 
tected  artiolea  or  of  the  direct  tazea  besides ; 
whereas,  by  the  bill  in  ita  preauit  form,  titej 


[H.  or  a 

oerttunly  have  a  protecting  bonnty  of  IS^  p«r 

Jb.e  truth  Is,  Hi.  Ohainnan,  that  the  mann- 
factorisg  States  wonld  not  agree  to  strike  ont 
these  duties  on  any  terms.  Even  if  it  were 
demonatrat«d  that  Uie  Government  did  not  need 
a  dollar  of  the  revenue  derived  from  this  souroe, 
or  if  the  Southern  States  wonld  agree  to  raise 
this  half  of  the  public  revenue  hy  direct  taxa- 
tion among  themaelvee,  still  the  mannfaotnring 
States  wonld  not  accede  to  such  a  pr(^>osition. 
And  what,  sir,  (I  ask  for  no  idle  porpoae,)  does 
this  &ot  prove  t 

The  plain  and  naked  nneetkin  ts  presented  to 
them — will  yon  be  satisfied  to  afloat  thia  con- 
troversy, by  being  relieved  entirely  from  one- 
half  of  the  harden  of  the  federal  revenne,  pay- 
ing only  yonr  due  proportion  of  the  other  half! 
and  they,  indignantly  qiaming  the  oSbr,  reply 
that  they  will  not. 

Can  any  power  of  human  reasoning  more 
dearly  demonstrate  that  they  feel,  and  know 
that  they  will  par  no  part  of  the  duties  pn>- 
posed  to  be  levied  on  the  entire  class  of  pro- 
tected articles  ?  The  matter  ia  absolutely  too 
pluD  for  argument,  and  it  comes  palpably  to 
this :  the  people  of  the  South,  charged  with 
disloyalty  to  tlie  Union,  agree  that  a  &ibnta  of 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  shonid  be  levied 
npon  their  productions,  for  the  double  purpose 
of  relieving  the  manofsatorers  from  so  much 
taxation,  and  ^vlng  them  so  much  bounty ; 
while  the  Union-loving  people  of  the  North  are 
reaolved  to  put  the  nniou  itself  in  imminent 
jetmardy,  nmeafi  their  brethren  of  the  Sonth 
will  reduce  themselves  to  absolute  vsaaaUgo,  by 
consenting  to  bring  to  the  mercenary  altar  of 
this  mannfaoturing  idol  three  tdmee  the  pro- 
posed amount  of  tribute. 

It  must  be  obvious,  sir,  that  vital  as  are  the 
pecuniary  interests  involved  in  thia  controversy, 
they  are  quite  aecondary  when  compared  with 
the  principles  involved  in  it. 

Ita  true  character  and  importance  cannot  be 
Been  until  we  oonsider  it,  not  only  as  a  question 
of  interest,  hut  as  aqneetion  of  nght  and  justice. 
It  is  justice,  and  not  interest,  that  oonsecrates 
the  struKgtea  of  men  and  of  nati<mB.  It  will 
not  do,  therefore,  to  show  me,  however  dearly, 
that  the  paaaage  of  this  bill  will  destroy  your 
interests  and  desolate  your  country,  as  the  ez- 
iaUng  ayatem  haadettroyed  and  desolated  miDe, 
I  sm  not  DOW  ooonderiiig  yonr  Interests,  but 
yonr  rights ;  I  am  not  goiog  to  try  this  ques- 
tion by  the  barbarian  test  of  power  and  num- 
bers, but  by  the  principles  of  eternal  Justice. 

And  in  this  aaored  forum,  I  put  these  qoea- 
tions  to  every  manufacturer  m  the  Union : 
What  ii^nstlee  will  this  bill  inflict  upon  you  ? 
What  right  of  yours  will  it  violate  ?  What  par- 
ticle of  your  property  will  it  confiscate,  and  to 
whom  will  it  onlawfiiUy  or  wrongfully  transfer 
it  ?  I  beg,  sir,  that  these  questions  may  not 
be  evaded  by  empty  and  unmeaning  generali- 
ties, but  that  they  will  be  openly  and  &iriy 
me^  and  diatjnotly  answered.    I  adnut,  air,  that 
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this  bill,  nhoold  it  pue,  will  do  ver;  great  dam- 
age to  the  nunDfactamig  StAte^  but  it  will  be, 
in  le^  phraseology,  damaged  without  injury, 
unleag  they  will  Bhow  that  aome  legal  or  moral 
right  will  be  Tiolated. 

Let  ns  DOW  iDqnire  whetber  there  is  a  shadow 
of  ground  for  alleging  that  sncb  is  the  fiutt ;  and, 
'  to  give  the  inqniry  a  practical  form,  I  will  first 
ask,  in  what  mode,  and  by  what  proeeas,  will 
Uie  Northern  mannfactarere  be  iigared  by  tlie 
passage  of  this  bill  T  They  are  ready  to  infono 
ns,  in  reply,  as  we  have  heard  it  a  thousand 
tiniea  echoed  and  re-echoed  from  every  source, 
in  every  form,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the 
Union,  that  they  are  waging  a  great  national 
contest  in  favor  of  domestic  tudnstry,  and 
against  foreign  industry ;  and  it  is  gravely  con- 
tended that  every  patriot  is  bound,  npon  his 
alle^ance,  to  take  sides  with  the  d<»uestte 
against  the  foreign  belligerent. 

Vow,  Mr,  as  this  idea  of  a  contest  between 
domestic  am  foreign  indnatrv  is  the  lurking 
fallacy  which  lies  at  tlte  very  fonndation  of  the 
American  system,  I  solicit  the  calm  and  dis- 
pasnonate  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  plain 
and  pracUcal  Bnalysis,  hj  which  I  think  it  will 
*be  clearly  demonstrated  that,  in  this  as  in  other 
instances,  men  and  nations  have  b^n  carried 
away  by  mere  names,  and  have  permitted  the 
sobw  dictates  of  common  sense  to  he  over- 
whelmed by  one  of  the  most  arrant  impostures 
and  delnaions  that  has  ever  existed  in  the  civil- 
ized world  since  the  darkest  days  of  popery. 
It  is  a  deloaioQ,  nr,  as  anti-social,  and,  I  will 
add,  as  anti-christiao,  as  that  which  induced  an 
eminent  jurist  of  England  to  eipreae  the  opinion 
that  every  subject  who  held  oertun  religious 
opinions,  not  conformable  to  the  eetablished 
futh,  should  be  regarded  in  law  aa  an  alien 
enemf. 


r,  Mar  SO. 

On  this  bill,  Mr.  Wud,  of  Vew  York,  sud 
he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bill  nnder  consid- 
eration, bnt  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  to 
Ute  oonsideratioo  of  the  Oommitteo  on  Naval 
Affurs  the  expediency  of  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  hill,  and  which,  if  adopted,  would 
be  a  means  of  saving  much  money  to  the  na- 
tion. The  survey  of  the  coast,  he  sajd,  was  first 
contemplated  in  the  year  1S07,  as  appears  hy 
letters  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  tien  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnrj,  to  Mr.  Easier,  and  was  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  oar  navigating  and  commercial 
interests,  Thelawof  that  year  is  now  proposed 
to  be  revised  by  the  present  bill,  which  provides 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  the  power  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  as 
astronomer  to  conduct  it,  together  witA  offioers 
of  the  army  and  navy.  That  part  relating  to 
an  astronomer,  or  rather  the  employment  of 
oivil  obonuiters,  was  abolished  in  tlie  year  181B. 

Two  methods  w«re  recommended  for  the  ~~ 


by  measuring  a  series  of  triangles  sU 
along  the  coast,  connecting  by  them  the  princt' 
pal  points,  and  called  a  triangnlation ;  the  other, 
that  of  ascertaining  all  the  principal  points  by 
the  nse  of  chronometers  and  astronomical  obser- 
vations, and  technically  called  the  chronometric 
mode.  The  triangulation  mode  was  adopt«d, 
and  after  being  continued  for  ten  years,  and  at 
an  expense  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand 
doliara,  so  little  bad  b«en  accomplished,  that 
Congreee  put  a  stop  to  it,  and  wisely,  too,  fur 
it  would  have  been  almoet  an  endless  work,  and 
would  have  expended  for  the  nation  several 
millions  of  dollars.  Indeed,  said  he,  it  would 
have  taken  almost  a  century  to  complete  it. 
Judging  from  the  progress  that  was  made  dur- 
mg  the  ten  years  that  it  was  continued,  and 
firom  the  progress  which  other  nations  have 
made  in  similar  works.  Both  the  En^ish  and 
the  French  began  theirs  in  1TS9 ;  the  former 
was  not  finished  nntil  ISSO,  and  the  latter  is 
not  yet  completed.  The  triangnlation  of  Ire- 
land began  in  16!tG  ;  and  by  the  report  of  the 
proceedmgs  in  I8S1,  it  appears  that  only  about 
one-third  part  was  finished.  If  the  law  of  160T 
should  be  revived  without  limitation,  it  would 
bring  this  burden  again  upon  us. 

The  reasons  why  the  bill  ought  not  to  be 
adopted,  as  it  now  stands,  are,  Uiat  a  correct 
knowledge  of  onr  cossta  may  be  obt^ued  in  a 
much  shorter  time,  and  at  very  moderate  ex- 
pense, by  adopting  the  chronometric  mode.  It 
IS  weU  known,  doubtless,  to  all  the  members  of 
this  House,  that  very  great  improvements  have 
taken  place  in  the  making  of  cbronomelers 
within  these  twenty-five  years.  This  mode  of 
asoortwning  points  and  places  of  a  coast  has 
been  practised  with  very  great  accuracy  in  En- 
rope  by  the  English,  French,  and  Rnsnans,  in 
all  their  lat«  surveys;  tlie  accuracy  in  combi- 
nation with  astronomii^  observations  is  not 
surpassed  hy  any  other  mode  in  ascert«ninK 
the  position  of  places.  It  has  been  employed 
to  correct  the  triacgnlations,  and  snecessfaQy, 
having  delected  an  error  of  five  seconds  in  time 
of  longitude  in  all  the  stationarj  points  in  the 
triangulation  of  England, 

The  coast  survey,  said  Mr.  W.,  wiB  not  be 
completed,  if  the  method  of  triangulation  is 
agwn  adopted,  under  riity  years,  and  that, 
loo,  at  an  expense  of  many  millions  of  dollars, 
and  onr  navigating  interest  will  derive  no  earth- 
ly heneGtfrom  itwhatererdnringall  that  time. 
Whereas,  if  the  chronometrical  mode  should  be 
adopted,  (and  lie  hoped  the  committee  would 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  that  effect 
when  it  shall  have  been  reported  to  the  House,) 
it  may  be  completed  in  five  years,  and  the  re- 
sults will  be  of  nse  immediately  to  the  oomraer- 
cial  and  shipping  interest  of  our  conotry.  There 
are  already  several  accurate  surveys  of  the 
coast,  and  all  that  is  now  required  is  to  examine 
the  harbors  and  difi'erent  inleta,  as  also  all  tbe 
prbidpal  lighthouses,  oapea,  and  headlands. 
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The  Hoiue  again  went  into  coimnittee  on  the 
tariff  bUI. 

Mr.  Api^lxtox  moved  to  amend  it  br  atiikiiig 
onl  the  first  section ;  which  motion  being  de- 
batable, he  proceeded  to  address  the  Eoiue  at 
leno^  ifi  replj  to  Hr.  MoDorrot. 

Mr.  Api-lxion  said  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
dence that  he  addressed  himself  to  tha  oommit- 
tee,  in  repl^  to  the  eloqnent  speech  of  the  hon- 
orable genUeinan  from  South  Oarulina ;  but  it 
could  not  have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  that  gentleman  had  thought  proper 
to  make  the  application  of  hia  argument  so  per- 
sonal to  him,  (Mr.  A,,)  and  to  make  his  appeals 
to  him  as  representing  a  maDnfoctoring  interest, 
BO  direct,  that  hehadno  choice  bnt  to  throw  bim- 
indnlgence.    It  iatme,BwdMr.  A., 


might  become  mj*  dat^,  at  some  period  of  the 
debate,  to  take  a  part  in  it.  But,  so  far  as  per- 
sonal considerations  are  concerned,  I  shoold  have 
preferred  to  have  done  it  ander  ciroumstances 
which  woald  not  have  brought  me  eo  imme- 
^ately  in  contrast  with  the  dlBtinguished  gen- 
tleman from  Sonth  Garolina ;  and  I  might,  pos- 
siblj,  have  shrank  from  the  attempt,  but  for 
the  convictioQ  that  the  advantages  which  that 
gentleman  poeseases,  in  the  command  of  lan- 
guage, and  tlie  graces  and  power  of  oratory,  are 
oounterbalonced  by  the  circomstance  that  thev 
have  been  pat  in  requisition  to  sustain  a  poei- 
tioa  fundomsntaUj  false ;  whilst  to  me  remains 
the  easier  task  of  defending  the  truth,  which, 
in  the  worda  of  the  poet,  "  needs  no  flowers  of 

The  honorable  oentlemss  tiom  South  Oaru- 
lina placed  himself  at  mj  side  as  a  rival  manu- 
factorer,  and  chsrges  me  with  robbery  and  plun- 
der, for  the  purpose  of  destroying  his  compe- 
tition. He  inquires  by  what  right  I  clmta  thus 
to  deprive  him  of  his  property,  and,  in  tha  im- 
pasffioned  tonea  which  indicate  a  deep  convio- 
tion  of  injury  sostained,  demands  of  me  jostice, 
I  assure  that  honorable  gentleman  that  I  am 
wholly  unconscions  of  having  done  him  wron^. 
I  am  not  aware  of  having  any  thing  of  his  m 
my  poseession,  and  am  moat  ready,  u  I  can,  to 
do  him  ample  Justice,  Bnt,  sir,  I  cannot  rec- 
ognize him  in  bis  assumed  character  of  maun- 
faotnrer ;  I  meet  him  here  in  the  character  in 
which  he  baa  presented  hiniaelf  in  this  debate 
— an  ezponnder  of  political  economy. 

It  must  be  apparent,  Kr.  Chairman,  that  the 
question  of  the  tariff,  as  connected  with  the  bill 
on  yoQT  table,  and  the  accompanying  report  of 


•qiTfl/  baa  b*en  amUniwd,  and 


the  OommittM  of  Ways  and  Means,  ao  eloquent- 
ly explained  and  enforced  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  die  chairman 
c£  that  committee,  assumes  a  character  alto- 
gether  new  in  this  House.  It  is  not  a  queslioa 
of  the  general  expediency  of  a  system  of  pro- 
tection  to  domestio  mantifactures ;  it  is  not  a 
question  of  modification  or  improvement  of  the 
tariff;  it  preeenta  the  naked  qnestion,  whether 
a  system  of  protection,  founded  on  impost  da- 
tiea,  is  at  war  with  the  eternal  principles  of  jus- 
tice, and  ahonld,  consequently,  be  abandoned. 

We  have,  during  the  last  few  years,  heard 
great  oomplunt  of  the  unequal  operation  of  the 
tariff  npon  different  sections  of  the  country, 
with  no  distinct  explanation  of  the  nature  of 
this  inequality. 

The  Fniiadelphia  convention  of  the  last  snm- 
mer,  in  their  addrees  to  the  people,  make  bitter 
complaints  of  the  inequality,  oppression,  and 
injustice  of  the  tariff,  bnt  without  the  slightest 
specification  of  the  mode  and  manner  in  which 
this  inequality  and  injostioe  are  brought  abont. 
The  ohiu^  of  inequality  is,  in  fact,  completely 
neutralized  by  the  allegation  that  "  the  system 
operates  wiui  an  ii^arjous  influence  on  the 
severU  interests  of  agricnltar&  navigation,  com-  ' 
merce,  the  mechanic  arts,  and  even  on  mann- 
Gsotures  themselves ;  "  whilst  all  the  reasoning 
of  the  address  goes  to  show  its  injurions  opera- 
tion upon  all  ouissei,  and  upon  all  interests. 

At  length,  however,  the  mystery  is  solved. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  expMna  the  whole  matter,  and  exhibits 
to  OS  the  process  by  which  the  tariff  is  made  to 
blast  and  wither  the  fair  fields  of  the  South, 
whilst  scattering  plenty  and  wealth  over  the 
Middle  and  NorUiem  States  of  the  Union.  The 
notable  discovery  has  been  made,  that  an  im- 
post daty  is  not,  oa  heretofore  supposed,  a  tax 
^D  the  consumers  of  the  commoditiea  on 
oh  it  is  levied,  bat  falls,  exclusively,  on  the 
ori^nal  producers  of  the  exports  given  in  ex- 
change for  the  imported  commodities ;  and,  in- 
asmuch as  the  experts  of  the  United  States  are 
composed,  mtatly,  of  the  articles  of  cotton,  rice, 
and  tobacco,  the  prodaotions  of  the  South,  the 
tax  levied  on  imports  imposes  a  very  unequal 
burden  on  the  planters  of  the  Southern  States, 
the  producers  of  those  articles  of  export.  How- 
ever extraordinary  it  may  be,  this  proposition 
has  been  broi^t  before  this  Honse,  under  the 
sanction  of  one  of  ite  most  important  commit- 
tees, as  an  established  truth,  on  the  futh  of 
which,  and  in  obedience  to  its  requisitions,  we 
are  called  upon  to  abandon  a  long-established 
system  of  policy,  at  whatever  sacrifice  of  the 
property  oi  individuals. 

As  a  imecnlative  opinion  it  is  not  altogether 
new.  Ine  distinguished  gentieman  from  Soath 
Oarolina  is  well  known  as  its  author  or  discov- 
erer, and  he  has  stated  to  the  committee  that 
he  procldmed  it  In  this  House  something  more 
than  two  years  ago.    I  well  remember  its  first 
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Bpeenlfttioo ;  bnt,  to  mj  utter  aatonishmrat, 
under  the  fortering  oare  of  its  author,  tlilB  dis- 
rerarded  opinion  bu  been  made  to  aBsnme  form 
and  consistence,  until  it  has  found  its  way 
within  these  wails,  under  the  high  simctioQ  of 
an  elaborated  report  under  oircnmfrtances  and  in 
a  character  of  eppalllng  interest,  and  threaten- 
ing nothing  lees  than  the  Integrity  of  the  Union. 
Regarding  it,  aa  I  do,  as  a  proposition  totally 
fabe — Qay^  more,  as  a  miserable  fallacy,  hardly 
worthy,  in  itself,  of  serioos  argmnent— I  cannot 
be  insenaibte  to  the  power  of  that  geoina  which 
not  only  has  been  able 


bnt  to  penuade  a  very  considerable  section  of 
Hie  country  not  only  of  the  abeolute  troth  of 
the  propoeitdon  itself  bnt  to  have  wrooght  up 
their  minds  to  brave  all  the  horrora  of  disonion 
<x  a  civil  war  in  snpport  of  it. 

Ur.  Ohainnan,  let  ns  inqnire  into  this  matter. 
The  amount  [uid  into  the  Treasory  for  impost 
ia  a  tax  falling  upon  somebody ;  all  tasea  are 
levied  npon  the  property  of  some  <Hie.  Direct 
taxes  come  out  of  the  property  on  which  tbey 
are  levied ;  the  owner  oi  the  property  taied 
has  no  escape  from  a  direct  oontribntion.  An 
impost  la  an  indirect  tax,  and  the  payment  of  it 
is  a  volnntary  matter  on  the  part  of  the  person 
paying.  The  impoetdnty  is  incorporated  in  the 
price  of  the  commodity  imported,  and  the  pay- 
ment  of  a  tax  depeuds  on  ihe  fact  of  a  pnrcfaaae ; 
tiie  duty,  tiierefore,  falls  neoeesarily  oppn  the 
oonsnmer  who  is  the  last  pDrohaser.  The  im- 
portation of  goods  subject  to  impost  ia  made  by 
a  distinct  class — the  merchanta ;  they  pay  no 
part  of  Uie  tax,  becaote  they  make  no  importa- 
tion bat  with  a  view  to  profit ;  no  one  makes 
an  importation  but  with  the  belief  and  expecta- 
tion that  the  commodity  imported  will  sell  for 
a  price  wbioh  shall  inolnde'at  least  the  orifpnal 
cost,  the  duty  of  impost,  and  all  other  charges, 
with  some  profit  to  hiinseli  Bhonld  this  ex- 
pectation 1m  disappointed,  he  it  at  liberty  to 
send  his  commodity  to  any  other  market,  with- 
ont  being  affected  bv  the  duty,  ainoe  that  is, 
in  that  case,  retomeo  to  him  in  the  way  of  a 
drawback. 

Impost  dutjes  are,  tberefbre,  taxes  apon  the 
consumption  of  the  oonntry.  The  line  of  cus- 
tom-honscB  may  be  considered  as  a  barrier,  or 
wall,  separadng  each  oonntry  from  the  great 
general  market  of  the  world.  Within  that  en- 
dosure  the  price  of  every  article  of  imported 
merchandise  includes  the  price  in  the  general 
market  of  the  world,  together  with  the  daty 
imposed  on  it  in  that  particolar  country. 

ft  is  undoobtedl;  trae  that  the  addition  of  a 
dnty  may,  and  oiten  will,  lessen  the  consnmp- 
tion  of  a  commodity,  and  thus  affect  the  foreign 
producer  or  mannfactorer.  It  may  compel  hun 
to  reduce  the  price  more  or  less,  even  to  an 
amonnt  eqnal  to  the  dniy  imposed,  or  to  reduce 
the  quantity,  or  to  abandon  the  prodnction  al- 
together, aocording  to  oirctimataiioeB.     Thus 


the  tariff  on  woollens  in  thia  coantry  may,  and 
nndoubtedly  does,  affect  the  manufacture  rf 
woollens  in  England ;  bnt  to  make  out  the  caw, 
that  our  duty  on  wooUrais  reduces  the  price  of 
cotton  in  Scnith  Carolina,  requires  an  effort  of 
theima^nationqnitebeyondmyoompreheoaoD. 

We^^  next  told,  Ur.  Ch^man,  that  Eng- 
land csnnot  take  onr  cotton  unless  we  take  bet 
manufactniee.  That  the  difficulty  of  making 
payment  has  redaced  the  price  <n  cotton  two 
cents  a  ponnd,  becanse  the  planter  being  obli^ 
to  bring  home  specie,  the  effect  ia  to  dqireciite 
the  tbIoc  of  specie  in  the  United  States  wbilit 
the  same  cause  tends  to  enhance  its  value  in 
Great  Britdn.  The  conseauence  is,  that  Ibe 
cotton  which  the  planter  Bella,  is  sold  at  the  low 
price  resulting  mim  ' 
abroad,  whilst  all  his  supplies  ai  , 
the  high  prices  resoltiqg  from  an  abdiidaiiM 
and  depreciation  in  the  vuoe  of  q>ecie  at  boM^ 
the  combined  effect  of  whit^  is  equal  to  i  de- 
dnctioa  of  two  oents  a  ponnd  on  the  price  <i 
his  cotton. 

Before  examining  the  theory  on  wbtdi  tbis 
is  founded,  and  the  process  by  which  it  ti 
brought  about,  I  cannot  bnt  be  struck  with  tbe 
BinKularity  of  the  oircometanoe  that  it  tbnnld 
be  brought  forward  at  the  present  time,  Om 
wootd  snppose  it  would  l>e  time  enon^  to 
bring  forward  this  a^;ument  when  there  vm 
some  indioation  of  an  approximation,  at  lea^ 
to  a  state  of  things  bearing  some  resemUuce 
to  the  case  supposed. 

The  evil  cflects  of  a  rednndanoe  of  specie  in 
consequence  of  the  importations  of  that  article 
&om  England,  could  hardly  have  been  expecud 
to  have  been  bronght  forward  at  a  time  vbu, 
for  nearly  a  twelvemonth,  onr  banks  have  been 
pouring  ont  their  q>eci^  to  pay  onr  balances  to 
Englaiul,  to  a  degree  of  exbaostion  which  hw 
required  a  contraction  of  the  ouTreaoy  to  an  ci- 
tent  which  has  produced  very  considerable  e»- 
barraasment  in  the  commercial  cities,  and  i 
great  reduction  in  die  price  of  oommoditita 
We  have  lately  hod  laid  on  onr  tables  a  itate- 
meut  from  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
amount  of  onr  imports  from,  and  eiporta  ti^ 
the  British  European  porta  during  the  tw 
ending  80th  September  lost,  one  of  which  I  bold 
in  my  hand,  showing  the  amount'Of  the  ^swst 
to  be  44,244,234  doSara,  and  of  the  latter,  H- 
B84,8e2  dollars ;  making  an  excess  of  imports 
over  exports  of  nearly  eleven  millions  of  doUirs; 
nearly  two  millions  of  the  exports  appearing  to 
have  been  in  specie. 

On  the  ground  of  apprehenson  for  the  faXsat, 
it  wonld  not  have  been  surprising  if  some  »rgn- 
ment  of  the  sort  had  been  broo^btfomri 
were  it  proposed  to  extend  a  prohibitorr  tanff 
to  every  article  of  foreign  production.  &■!  it 
does  seem  to  me  most siogolarly iU-tiowdif 
reference  to  the  avowed  policy  of  the  friaw" 
of  the  protective  system,  which  P"P^^* 
general  reduction  of  duties,  opening  ^^*~* 
door  of  importation,  a  aeaeral  citennMi  of  u»* 
ward  oommeroe,  with  Uie  aiii^  exo^Ma  a  ■ 
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Ifaw  mumfaaturea  and  prodaots,  for  which  they 
olidm  the  protwtioii  of  the  eatabllahed  Hystem. 
In  this  eUte  of  tilings,  can  any  thing  be  more 
prepoBterotiB  than  maMng  it  a  qaeation  whetlier 
Sngland  can  pay  us  for  those  of  om  prodnots 
for  which  she  naa  oooarion  I 

London  ie  the  banking-house  of  the  Ifrorld. 
A  Bale  of  ootton,or  other  commodities,  payable 
in  the  currency  of  London,  gives  to-  Uie  party 
making  rach  sale  the  power  of  purchasing  witii 
it  every  prodnotion  in  every  paxt  of  the  world. 
It  ia  ft  power  as  universal  as  oommeroe,  as  wide 
as  the  globe. 

Onr  trade  with  China,  Java,  India,  Ouba,  and 
tiie  Bratila,  in  which  we  porehase  much  more 
than  we  sell,  is,  in  a  great  measure,  oarried  on 
by  credits  on  London, 

I  have  been  fomished  with  an  eAimat«,  <ki 
which  I  have  perfect  reliance,  ttf  the  amount  of 
bills  on  London  negotiat«d  in  our  tr«do  with 
those  eountrioB  during  the  Isst  year,  amounting 
to  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
npwards  of  half  being  done  in  ports  beyond  the 
Gape  of  Qood  Hope.  Our  trade  with  ail  those 
eouotries,  therefore,  fanushes  us  an  exchange 
for  theprodnctionsofthe  planting  States  shipped 
to  England,  as  dir«ot  and  eBfootnal  as  tlie  impor- 
tation of  woollens  and  cottons  from  liverpool. 

The  American  system  origioatad,  pertis^  as 
much  as  in  any  thing,  in  the  endeavor  to  coun- 
teract the  constant  tendency  of  our  relationa 
and  trade  with  England  to  create  balances 
agunst  m,  which  must  be  paid  in  specie.  The 
payment  of  these  balances,  in  this  mode,  afi^te 
the  bank  circulation,  ooca^ons  a  contraction  of 
the  enrrenoy,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  a 
scarcity  of  money — a  state  of  things  which 
checks  all  iadnstry,  and  embarrasses  all  trade, 
more  or  less,  according  to  the  degree  of  the  in- 
tensity of  the  preseure. 

This  is  the  necessary  stata  of  things  between 
■a  mannfaotaring  nation  and  an  agriooltnral  one. 
The  mBnnfactnres  are  offerod  on  oredit,  and 
^rioulturiats,  individually,  and  in  the  mass,  are 
very  apt  to  take  freely  tita  credit  offered  them, 
until  the  necessity  of  payment  impose*  the  sain- 
tary  and  naoessary  check.  With  all  our  ad- 
vanoas  in  manofootores,  it  will  be  a  long  time, 
if  it  ever  arrive,  before  we  shall  take  of  her 
immediate  productions  a  less  amonnt  than  she 
will  take  of  ours.  The  tendenoy,  thns  far,  has 
been  wholly  the  other  way. 

The  whole  question  of  Uie  effect  of  the  tariff 
on  the  production  of  the  cotton  planter  is  re- 
solved into  the  inquiry  whether  it  do^  in  fact, 
lessen  the  ooosumption  of  oottoa,  Beoaose, 
witbont  doing  so,  it  is  tnconoeivable  that  it 
should  in  any  way  diminish  its  price.  It  will 
not  be  pretended  that  more  manafactnres  of 
cotton  would  be  consumed  in  the  United  States 
if  the  manofiKOtnre  were  oarried  on  whoUy  in 
Ei^and. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  qnite  obvious  that  the 
consumption  of  American  cotton  in  the  United 


oonntry;  the  qDestion.  therefore,  is,  whether 
other  parts  of  the  world  use  fewer  manufactures 
of  cotton  in  oonsequenoe  of  our  protecting  dn- 
ties  on  woollens,  cottons,  and  iron.  To  me  it 
is  wholly  inconceivable  that  any  such  effect 
can  be  produced.  How  doee  our  tariff  abridge^ 
in  the  lightest  degree,  the  ability  of  any  nation 
under  heaven  ti  -  ■       -> 


tioos  of  the  theory  made  trf  the  gentleman  fi 
South  Oarolina,  any  approach  to  that  demon- 
stration which  he  so  confidently  promised  ns — ' 
any  thing  Uke  practical  truth.  The  whole  ap- 
pears to  me  a  tissue  of  sophistries,  ingenionsly 
pnt  together,  and  showing,  in  the  gentleman 
htmself,  some  portion,  at  least,  of  that  hallnd* 
nation  of  mind  which  he  attribntes  bo  freely  to 
all  who  refnae  assent  to  tbem. 

The  fact  is,  men  of  genius,  who  give  them- 
selves up  to  abstruse  speculations  on  sny  snbjeo^ 
are  very  liable  to  &11  mto  gross  errors  in  apply- 
ing th«r  dedootions  as  mles  in  practioal  life. 
This  is  particularly  true  in  the  study  of  political 
economy,  the  most  abstruse  of  all  sabjeota.  It 
may  be  defined  the  science  of  ultimate  tenden- 
cies ;  and  Ute  more  remote  and  recondite  the 
tendency,  the  greater  the  merit  of  the  discov- 
ery. As  a  smking  example  of  this,  I  shall 
qnote  Dr.  UcOnUocL  the  present  profeesor  of 
political  economy  in  tbe  Univermty  of  Loodoa, 
and  the  Magnus  Apollo  of  the  school  of  nltra 
free  trade.  In  the  following  out  what  be  con- 
siders a  most  important  discovery  of  Mr.  Ri- 
cardo,  to  wit,  that  since  commodities  are  made 
up  of  the  profits  of  capital,  and  the  wages  of 
labor,  and  the  effect  of  a  rise  in  one  of  these 
elements  ia  not  to  increase  the  price  of  the  com- 
modity, but  to  depress  the  otiier  element,  he 
perceives  that  it  necessarily  follows  that  tbe 
tendency  of  a  rise  of  wages  will  be  to  increase 
the  use  of  machinery,  and  so,  eventually,  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  <^  those  commodities  which 
are  produced  by  machinery,  and,  as  a  neoeasary 
consequence,  to  reduce  their  price. 

I  refer  those  who  are  onrions  in  these  mstter* 
to  tbe  sixth  section  in  the  third  part  of  UcGol- 
loch's  "  Principles  of  Political  Economy,"  and 
shall  content  myself  with  reading  his  practical 
application  of  tbem,  from  an  article  on  the  cot- 
ton manufacture  in  the  Edinburgh  Review  for 
June,  1887,  avowedly  written  by  Dr.  McOnl- 
loch.  In  disouBung  the  qnestion  how  far  the 
cotton  manufacture  in  England  was  in  danger 
of  Buffering  by  the  competition  of  France,  on 
account  of  the  wages  and  taxes  being  there  so 
mnoh  lower,  he  nsea  this  language :  "  Bnt,  ad- 
mitting, for  the  sake  of  illnitration,  for  we  be- 
lieve the  fact  to  be  otherwise,  that  latior  is 
really  che^r  in  France  than  in  England,  it 
will  not  require  any  very  elaborate  argument 
t«  show  that  this  droumstanoe  cannot,  of  itself 
lay  onr  cotton  monafaotorers  under  any  disad- 
vantage, OS  compared  with  those  of  France,  or 
any  othJer  oonntry.  We  admit  that  it  seems^ 
at  first  sight,  enffltienUy  paradoxical  to  affirm 
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that  an  inoreaae  of  vages  has  a  tendeno;  to 
redaoe  the  price  of  all  that  olaasof  commodttiee 
which,  like  cottons,  and  many  other  species  of 
mBDD&ctored  goods,  are  produced  chiefly  hj 
the  aid  of  maoLtnerj.  Bat  the  paradox  is  onlj 
In  appearance ;  and  a  verjr  amall  degree  of  at- 
tention wiU  ooDvince  any  one  at  S\l  fcmiliar 
with  such  investigationSj  that  the  proposition  is 
as  Dndeniable  as  it  is  important."  After  ex- 
plaining the  principle,  he  adds  r  "  This  princi- 
ple shows  conclnnvely  that,  instead  of  onr 
high  wages  laying  oar  cotton  mannfBctnrers 
under  any  disadvantage,  as  compared  with 
foreigners,  their  effect  must  be  distinctly  and 
completely  the  reverse.  The  idea  that  high 
wages  can  ever  t>6  im'nrioQS  to  tlte  commerce 
of  a  oonntry,  is,  therefore,  qnit«  imaginary. 
They  tend,  indeed,  to  give  its  industry  a  pecn- 
liar  bias  and  direction,  bnt  that  is  all.  If^  on 
'  the  one  hand,  they  raise  the  value  of  certun 
descriptions  of  oommodities,  and  check  their  ex- 
portation on  the  otherhand,  they  proportionally 
lower  the  value  of  other  descriptions,  and  fit 
them  the  better  tdt  the  foreign  market.  Onr 
mannfactnrers  may,  therefore,  be  of  good  cheer." 

I  commend  this  tiieory  to  the  especial  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina,  as 
a  connterpart  to  his  own ;  better  supported  by 
all  the  forms  of  reasoning,  bat  equi^ly  false  as 
a  matter  of  practical  apphcation.  The  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Sonth  CflroJina  informed 
Uie  committee  that  the  discovery  that  dnties  on 
imports  were  equivalent  to  a  tax  npon  exports, 
originated  with  himself  something  more  than 
twt>  years  ago ;'  that,  on  its  promalgation,  it 
was  hooted  and  langhed  at.  Bat  he  had  since 
discovered  tha^  by  a  ringnlar  coincidence,  the 
same  idea  had  been  promulgated  abont  the 
same  period,  by  a  very  eminent  political  econo- 
mist, Professor  Senior,  of  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford ;  and  he  read  ns  an  extract  from  one  of  the 
three  lectores  on  wages  pnbliahed  by  that,  gen- 
tleman, oontaining,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect, 
the  following  idea :  "That  every  prohibition  of 
importation  is  a  prohibition  of  exportation ;  that 
every  restriction  on  the  importation  of  French 
rilks  is  a  restriction  on  exportation  of  those 
articles  with  which  those  elJks  would  hare  been 
porohaaed." 

It  so  happened,  ^that,  in  the  coarse  of  the  last 
summer,  these  three  leotnrea  of  Mr,  Senior  fell 


tleman  from  Sonth  Carolina ;  neither  do  I  per- 
ceive it  now ;  and  I  will  refer  the  gentleman  to 
an  earlier  promalgation  of  the  same  idea,  and  a 
coincidence  still  more  striking  with  the  lan- 
guage used  by  him.  It  is  in  the  Edinbnr^  Re- 
view for  December,  1828,  in  an  article  on  the 
American  tariff  attributed  to  the  same  Dr.  Uc- 
Onlioch  whom  I  have  already  quoted,  and  is 
as  follows :  "  Commerce  is  merely  an  exchange 
of  equivalents,  and  those  who  rerase  to  import, 
really,  by  so  doing,  revise  to  export.  If  Ameri- 
ca cease  to  bny  a  million's  worth  of  produce 
from  foreigners,  ahe  must,  at  the  same  time, 


cease  selling  to  them  a  million's  worth  of  iome 
other  species  of  prodnoe ;  that  Is,  she  miut 
cease  sending  to  uie  foreigner  the  artiel«s  «he 
had  previonaly  been  accustomed  to  export,  U 
pay  for  the  articles  obtuned  from  him,  thit 
are,  in  fatura,  throng  the  agency  of  the  pro- 
hibition, to  be  rused  at  home.  AU,  thereur^ 
that.she  will  accomplish  by  this  messnre,  will 
be  tbe  transfereooe  of  capital  from  one  brucb 
of  indifctry  to  another." 

There  is  certt^nly  nothing  new  in  the  anDDii- 
elation  that  commerce  is  an  exchange  of  e^uii- 
alents.  The  idea  was  very  frilly  iUnstratcd  in 
the  very  able  pamphlet  on  the  bullion  questian, 
published  by  Mr,  nuskisson,  in  ISll.  Ibis 
idea  would  seem  to  have  been  the  germ  of  tli« 
theory  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Caroliiu ; 
but  I  do  not  perceive  that  either  Mr,  Senior  cr 
Dr,  McOnllocn  austain  it.  The  gentleman's  ar- 
gument, as  I  understand  it,  put  in  tbe  form  of 
a  syllogism,  stands  thus  :  "All  commerce ieu 
exchange  of  eqnivelents;  impcols  and  eiporti 
are,  conseqoentiy,  equal  to  each  other.  Tnere- 
fore,  a  tax  upon  importa  is  equivalent  to  s  tai 
upon  exports.  Now,  these  learned  profeaaHS 
appear  to  me  to  famish  only  the  rn^or  sad  the 
minor  propositions  of  the  syllogism.  The  con- 
clusion seems  to  belong  to  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  and,  according  to  my  logicii) 
a  palpable  n/m  teguitur.  I  do  not  see  the  con- 
nection. Why  or  how  is  a  tax  upon  imparts 
equivalent  to  a  tax  upon  exports  f  Becanw 
imports  and  exports  are  of  equal  vainest  It  it 
beyond  my  comprehensioiu  It  is  true  tbati 
given  per  oentage  on  eqoal  sums  will  produce 
an  eqim  amonnt  That  a  tax  of  forty  per  ceoL 
on  imports  is  equal  or  equivalent,  in  anMMDt, 
to  a  tax  of  forty  per  cent,  on  exports,  is  self- 
evident,  Bnt  to  say  that  it  falls  on  the  uch 
parties,  appears  to  me  as  absnrd  as  to  sty  t^ 
estates  of  A,  in  Masaachusetta,  and  of  B,  in 
South  Carolina,  are  equal ;  a  tax  on  A  is  eqrir- 
alent  to  a  tax  on  B ;  therefore,  B  pays  tbe  tu 
levied  upon  A.  And  is  it  for  oppression  sad 
i^jnstioe,  found  to  exist  by  sncn  a  modo  of 
reaaoning,  that  Sonth  Carolina  is  aboat  to  k- 
cede  from  the  Union  ? 

Tbe  honorable  gentieman  has  stated  his  wp- 
vioticn  that  South  Carolina  will  not  sobmii. 
He  has  even  fixed  the  ntmost  period  of  her  en- 
during patience  at  five  months;  he  has  givea 
ns  an  ominous  intimation  that  this  may  be  ha 
last  appearance  in  this  Hall.  Mr.  Chsinnsn, 
I  am  perfectly  aware  that  this  sJata  of  acite- 
ment  exisla  in  South  Carolina.  I  believe  that 
a  spark  only  is  wanting  to  light  it  into  a  blaw. 
Could  I  believe  in  the  proportion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Sonth  Carolma,  I  sboold  jiutifr  tbri 
excitement.  I  wonid  join  Sonth  Carolina  m 
abolishing  the  tariff;  whatever  might  be  m 
consequence.  Hie  gentleman  says,  that  witmn 
ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  years,  the  world  will  M 
lost  in  astonishment  that  his  theory  Bhonld  ever 
have  been  doubted.  I,  sir,  will  venlore  » 
counter  prophecy,  that  the  astoniahment  wiu 
be  of  a  diferant  character— that  it  wlU  m 
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nnked  with  those    deladons    which    ahoald 
teach  maulcind  a  mortjfjing  iesson  of  hnmUitf . 

UoHsAT,  Jane  i. 
ViTfinia  Jfilttory  Olaimi.       _ 

The  Honse  took  np  the  bill  for  the  Virginia 
ohunis. 

[This  bill  proposed  to  appropriate  abont  $600,- 
000  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  reimbnrse 
monejB  paid  b;  her  to  certain  regiments  of  the 
Vir^nia  line,  which  had,  on  application  bj 
Oeneral  Washington,  been  tranMerred  to  the 
continental  serrioe.] 

Hr.  BAXBons,  of  Yi^^ia.  went  into  a  brief 
detail  of  the  facts  on  wbioh  the  claim  was 
foondod.  He  denied  that  Yirginia  now  came 
before  the  House  to  ask  the  Government  to 
discharge  the  engagements  she  bad  entered  into 
with  her  own  troops.  Mr.  B.  explained  that, 
as  to  two  of  the  regiments,  they  bad  serTed 
wbollj  in  the  continental  service — one  regi- 
ment at  the  battle  of  BrandjwincL  the  other  in 
a  subsequent  battle ;  both  of  whion  were  fonght 
for  the  preservation  of  Philadelphia,  then  the 
capital  of  the  United  States.  An(rther  class 
provided  for  bj  the  bill  were  troops  which  had 
chiefly,  thoagh  not  altogether,  been  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  General  Government. 
Another  class  were  those  troops  which  had 
been  employed  in  the  congnest  of  the  Western 
conntry,  and  as  to  whom  the  United  States  had 
agreed  to  pay  Virginia  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
penses incnrred  in  toe  oonqnest  or  preservation 
of  that  portion  of  country.  The  reason  why 
these  clsicDS  had  been  delayed  to  the  present 
time  was  this ;  at  the  dose  of  the  war,  a  board 
of  officers  was  established  to  discriminate  as  to 
the  claims.  By  an  act  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  claimants  were  allowed  to  go  into  her 
ODurts  of  law,  where  she  soffered  herself  to  be 
implicated.  These  claimants  did  so,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  claims ;  bnt  the  report  of 
the  board  of  officers  being  lost,  the  court  of  ap- 
peals, according  to  the  well-known  rule  of  law 
which  requires  that  the  best  evidence  shall  be 
produced  which  a  case  will  admit  ot,  decided 
against  these  oMms.  The  report  was  after- 
wards found,  and  the  claimanta  obtained  jndg- 
ment  against  the  State  of  Virginia  for  remuner- 
ation for  those  services  which  had  been  render- 
ed, not  to  that  State,  hut  to  the  United  States. 

Mr,  BABfftow,  of  New  York,  said  that  it  was 
with  great  diffidence  he  at  any  time  rose  to 
discnss  a  quwtion  io  this  House,  and  be  was 
pecnliariy  nawillong,  at  all  times,  to  oppose  any 
measure  which  waa  brooght  forward  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bxb- 
BODS.)  Nothing  bnt  a  sense  of  dnty  would 
ever  indnce  bim  to  throw  himself  upon  the  in- 
dnlgence  of  the  House ;  for  he  was  contented, 
on  all  ordinary  occasiona,  to  g^ve  his  vote  hon- 
estly and  oonacientionBlr,  and  leave  it  to  others, 
if  they  choose,  to  search  fbr  the  reasons  of  his 
conduct,  imd  to  put  such  oonstmction  npon  his 
Voi.XI^-« 
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motives  as  they  might  deem  proper.  But,  aa 
he  deemed  the  qneation  now  before  the  Hoose 
to  he  one  of  great  importance,  not  merely  on 
aoconnt  of  the  large  amooDt  of  the  clum,  bat 
beoause  he  considered  the  principle  songht  to 
be  established  by  this  bill  of  ffreat  consequence' 
to  this  Government,  he  asked  the  attention  of 
the  House  while  he  stated  some  of  the  reasona 
that  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  this  bilL 

It  will  be  recollected,  sud  Mr.  B.,  that,  at  an 
early  day,  the  ooutinentBl  Congress  took  np  the 
subject  of  allowing  half  pay  to  the  officers  of 
the  revolutionary  army  who  should  serve  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  As  eariy  as  1TT8,  or  perhf^ 
before  that  time,  this  important  subject  waa 
brought  before  them,  bnt  the  resolution  which 
setUed  the  principle  of  half  pay  for  life,  was 
not  adopted  until  the  11th  of  August,  1T?9. 
The  resolution  of  Consresa  of  March  22,  178S, 
snbstitnted  five  years  whole  pay,  instead  i^ 
half  pay  for  life,  at  the  request,  or  by  the  oon* 
sent  of  the  officers  entitled  to  the  same.  Pre- 
vious to  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  August,  1779,  the  State  of  Yirpnia 
took  np  this  snl^ect,  and  in  May,  1779,  passed 
a  law  promising  half  pay,  during  life,  to  all  the 
.o9cers  of  the  army  who  were  citizens  of  that 
commonwealth,  whether  serving  in  the  Stata 
troops,  or  in  the  continental  line,  provided  Con- 
gress did  not  make  "  tantamount  provision  "  for 
them.  This  taw  of  Virginia  was  highly  honoP- 
able  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  wh(\  in 
anticipation  of  what  Congress  might  do,  had 
thus  made  the  State  liable  to  the  expense  of  half 
pay,  for  life,  to  all  the  offioera  of  the  army  who 
were  citizens  of  that  State.  The  very  words 
of  the  act  show  that  it  was  considered  a  Staid 
bounty,  and  it  was  expected  and  intended, 
withont  donbt,  that  the  State  shonld  pay  all 
those  for  whom  Congress  did  not  make  "  t^ta- 
mount  provision ;  "  and  it  could  not  have  been 
anticipated  that  Congress  would  go  farther  than 
to  provide  for  those  who  were  on  the  conti- 
nental establishment.  This  was  an  act  of  gen- 
erosity on  the  part  of  Virginia,  aad  the  patri- 
otic Virginians  of  those  times  could  not  have 
expected  Congress  to  provide  for  the  officers  in 
their  State  troops,  who  were  citizens  of  Vir- 
ginia, without  providing  for  the  officers  in  the 
State  line  of  other  States.  Congress  did  pro- 
vide, as  was  expected,  for  the  officers  of  the 
continental  army,  and  conseqnently  relieved 
Virginia  from  the  payment  of  the  officers  of 
that  State  who  were  on  the  continental  eetab- 
lishment. 

I  will  not  enter  into  adisonadonof  the  claim 
which  the  officers  of  the  Stete  troops  of  Vir- 

f'nia  mi^t  have  had  npon  that  State,  nor  will 
inquire  how  or  why  it  has  happened  that  she 
has  kept  those  officers  out  of  their  promised  re- 
ward for  half  a  centnry.  Her  law  of  May,  1779, 
onght  not  te  have  been  misunderstood.  I 
know,  however,  that  it  has  been  evaded,  under 
a  pretence  that  those  officers  did  not  serve  to 
the  end  of  the  war.  It  appears  evident  to  me^ 
.  however,  that  the  clum  of  those  officers  npon 
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Yirf^nia  was  founded  in  Instiee,  and,  as  \h«j 
were  not  diMharged  until  f  ebroary,  1788,  thef 
had  good  ri^t  to  sappose  they  had  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  attboneb  the  definite  treatjr 
of  peace  was  not  ratified  till  some  time  after. 

The  laws  of  Virginia  having  permitted  private 
(utizens  to  commenDe  soito  againat  the  Btate,  it 
seems  that  some  of  the  officers,  or  their  repre- 
eentetives,  have  reoentl;  commenced  snits  for 
the  half  pa;f  promised  1^  the  act  of  Uay,  1T76, 
and  her  oonrts  have  decided  that  the  Btate  Ib 
hfond  b)  pay  those  dums.  The  amonnt  ap- 
propriated  b^  the  hill  before  the  Hoiue  is  a  lit^ 
tie  more  than  $400,000 ;  but  I  believe  the 
whole  amoont,  as  sUted  b;  the  agent  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  in  his  memorial,  is  somewhat 
more  than  $600,000. 

I  have  conudered  the  act  of  Virginia  an  act 
of  geaerositf,  and  highly  creditable  to  that  pa- 
triotic 8tat«,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  those 
who  passed  that  law  ever  intended  to  make  it 
the  ioandation  of  a  claim  apon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union.  Other  States  of  this  Union 
have  paseed  similar  acts  of  generoBtty,  and  have 
canied  them  into  effect,  and  have  themselves 
provided  the  means,  withont  ever  even  dream- 
lag  of  calling  upon  the  Oeneral  GoveramenMo 
indemniiy  them.  The  Btate  of  Booth  Garolma 
has  a  ^en^on  list  of  revolutionary  soldiers  who 
are  paid  nnder  her  own  Btete  laws,  and  ont  of 
her  Btate  treasnrj.  Pennsylvania  pays  annniaUy 
in  pentdoDB  t«  the  soldiers  of  her  State  line  more 
than  $20,000,  and  has  also  given  boonties  in  lands 
to  a  large  amonUL  Have  Sonth  Carolina  and 
Pennsylvania  asked  remoneration  at  your  hands ! 
They  certainly  have  as  good  reason  to  do  so  aa 
the  Btate  of  Vir^ia  has,  in  the  case  now  be- 
fore ns.  New  York,  sir,  has  exceeded  every 
Stete  in  the  Union  in  her  mnniflcence  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  revolntion.  Has  not  that  State 
set  apart  the  fiurest  portion  of  her  lands — the 
very  garden  of  her  possemions,  to  her  soldiers 
who  fought  the  battles  of  the  country !  Has 
she  asked  this  Government  to  indemnify  her 
for  these  acts  of  generosity  and  raomficence  to 
those  who  served  their  country  in  her  greatest 
peril?  Bhonld  the  Btate  of  New  York  (al- 
though the  State  #hich  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  here)  ask  this  Government  to 
indemnify  her  for  expenses  incurred  by  her  own 
acts  of  generosity,  I  would  be  among  the  first 
to  oppose  her  olaim.  I  would  say  to  her, 
"  perform  yonr  own  patriotic  promisea,  and  not 
sacrifice  the  honor  yon  have  acquired  by  ac- 
cepting a  remoneration  from  others." 

Besides,  the  acconnts  of  the  different  States 
with  each  other  and  with  Congress  dnring  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  were  long  since  disposed 
of  and  settied.  The  law  of  OongresB  of  1T90 
directed  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
settle  nil  these  olaima.  Tlie  law  barred  tdl  ac- 
connts not  a^usted  and  allowed  hy  the  aeveral 
States  previous  to  the  year  1788.  Those  com- 
missioners did  adjust  the  accounts  of  all  the 
Statesnpon jnstandeqnitableprinciples.  Those 
accounts,  ur,  consisted  of  moneys  advanced ; 
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pay  and  snhuatenoe  of  the  soldiers  of  the  State 
tnx^  and  militia;  mnnititma  of  war;  esmp 
equipiwe,  and  every  other  necessary  advuM 
made  by  the  several  States  in  snpport  of  tbe 
conmioQ  cause.  All  these  expeusee  and  ad- 
vances were  allowed  and  settled. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentitnun 
from  Kentucky,  (Hr.  Wioklutx,)  I  can  onl; 
say,  that,  in  my  Judgment,  this  c^im  now  em 
up  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  if  it  had  been  made 
at  that  time,  would  not  have  been  allowed.  It 
war  of  a  very  different  nature  from  those  dsina 
which  were  allowed.  It  grew  ont  of  a  StiU 
law — a  mere  act  of  Btate  generosity,  and  tu 
no  part  of  the  necessary  expenaee  for  tha  com- 
mon defence.  They  oonld  not  have  allowed 
half  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  Yic^ois  fititc 
line  withont  making  the  aame  role  apply  Ic  sO 
the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Virpnia  Qb.  Buscm) 
tells  you  that  these  r^pments  of  the  Stale  Su 
of  the  State  of  Yirgbiia  were  hreve ;  that  the; 
fou^t  many  important  battles  in  del«m  it 
the  whole  oonntry,  and  not  merely  in  df^nn 
of  the  State  of  Virginia.  I  agree  with  him  tint 
the  soldiers  of  that  patriotic  State  were  lwi»^ 
and  that  they  fought  for  the  common  Mem 
of  the  whole  oonntry ;  but  did  not  the  Stale 
troops  and  militia  of  the  other  States  S^t 
also  fbr  the  whole  oonntry,  and  fDrtfaeeemiKn 
cause  t  Did  not  the  militia  of  New  Eoglssd 
act  a  conspicuous  part,  on  many  occarioot,  ud 
partionlarly  at  the  battle  of  Baratogal  And 
have  their  officers  received  half  pay  for  life  I 

When  this  biU  waa  before  the  Oommittte  of 
the  Whole,  the  other  day,  I  took  ocMsioalo 
say  that  it  involved  prinoiplee  new  sad  in- 
known  to  this  Government,  and  that  no  fie«- 
dent  for  it  conid  be  fonnd  in  our  laws.  'Tin 
gentieman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  BiJiaom)  then 
s^d,  in  reply,  tliat  the  principles  contained  in 
this  biU  were  well  settled,  and  that  Congrtw 
had,  more  than  onoe  during  the  present  h^oh. 
recognized  the  same ;  and,!  beheve,he  slhided 
to  the  provision  made  dnring  the  prtsent  w- 
sion  for  the  officers  of  Colonel  Gibson'a  r^ 
ment  This  assertion  waa  made  with  so  mna 
oooQdence  at  the  time,  that  I  did  not  know  M 
I  might  have  been  mistaken  in  the  poidthwl 
then  took.  Bnt  let  ne  famine  the  sntgict 
When  a  bill  wasmideroonaderation,  scastiw 
ago,  in  this  Eonae,  allowing  five  years'  foil  p*J 
to  an  officer  of  Gibacm's  regiment,  I  then  took 
occadon  to  make  aome  objection  te  the  ^ 
on  the  ground  that  Gibson's  regiment  beloagw 
to  the  Virpnja  State line,Bnd  not  to  tJie cor- 
tinental  eeteblishment  The  gentlenisii  ukd 
assured  the  House  that  Gibson^s  rcoimeiit  bad 
been  transferred  to  the  continental  un^  in  tw 

Slaoe  of  a  regiment  which  had  been  prinetpiUT 
estroyed  at  the  batUe  of  Qwniantowo,.»<i 
mentioned  a  resolution  or  law  of  the  I^gi'l*' 
tnre  of  Virginia  mnVipg  the  transfer.  He  si* 
informed  the  House  that  this  rephieot  bid  beoi 
recognized  at  the  Pension  O^w  as  s  oooltiiai- 
tal  regiment,  and  entitled  to  pr    ' '" 
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w}toflB38.  Thepennooaotof  1B38,  it  willbe 
recollected,  provided  onlj  for  those  who  serred 
during  the  w&r  in  the  continental  line,  and 
were  entitled  to  the  bonntj  of  eightj  dollara  hy 
the  reaolntion  of  Oongress  of  Hay  Ifith,  ITTS, 
ID  case  thej  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
acts  of  the  present  sesmon  of  Oongress,  there- 
fore, which  provided  for  certain  ofGoere  of  Gib- 
son's regiment,  were  passed  nnder  the  belief 
&Bi  this  re^ment  was  in  fact  a  continental 
regiment.  Bat  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  regi- 
ments mentioned  in  the  bill  before  ns  were 
continental  regiments. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
pnia,  as  well  as  the  Secretary  vf  the  Treasnry, 
were  mistaken  in  snppoeing  that  Gibson's  regi- 
ment was  ever  considered  by  the  old  Oongress 
as  a  continental  regiment.  I  can  find  notiiing 
in  the  journals  that  goes  to  confirm  snoh  an 
opinion.  Although  tne  bead  of  the  Pennon 
Office  m^  have  aemded  in  their  favM',  jet  we 
know  also  that  the  dedtionsDf  that  (^oer  have 
□ot  always  been  satu&otorj  where  he  has 
rqected  clwms;  and  he  mfty  have  eometimea 
committed  tm  error  in  allowing  ol^ms  whioh 
were  not  entitled  to  ench  a  decision.  Neither 
the  resolution  of  Oongress  of  Angust,  1T79,  nor 
the  act  of-^  Oongress  oF  18Sfi,  provided  for  any 
persons  except  snch  as  served  for  and  "  daring 
the  war,"  orlisd  beoome  sapemamerBry  bf  the 
consolidation  of  the  army  on  the  Ist  of  Jannarj, 
1T80.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  if 
Gibson's  regiment  wss  ever  placed  on  die  eon- 
tinentsl  estabtiahment,  it  did  not  continne  on 
that'estsblishment  nntil  the  end  of  the  war.  It 
was  diseharged  in  October,  1781,  immediately 
after  the  battle  of  Yorktown,  and  the  oaptnre 
of  ComwalUs. 

Under  all  the  cironmstancee  of  theoascjl  can- 
not ooofflder  this  claim  as  having  any  fonnda- 
tion  in  jnatioe.  Its  allowance  would  open  the 
door  to  clAims  without  nnmber  from  the  other 
States,  resting  on  principles  of  a  umilar  natore, 
and  whioh  it  wss  the  intention  of  the  law  of 
CoDgresB  of  1790  to  goard  against.  I  cannot, 
OD  Uie  wbote,  refrain  from  expressing  my  as- 
toni^ment  that  the  State  of  Virginia  shonld 
have  related  this  iust  cMm  of  her  offioers  for 
half  a  centnry,  ana,  when  forced  by  a  docirion 
of  her  own  coorts  to  fnlfil  the  promiee  she  made 
her  old  soldiers,  by  the  act  of  1779,  and  which 
was  so  honorable  to  the  patriots  of  that  day, 
and  when  being  no  longer  able  to  pnt  off  the 
payment,  that  she  shonld  apply  to  the  General 
Govemmentto  relievo  her  from  her  own  honor- 
able and  volontary  act  of  generosity  towards  so 
deserving  a  class  of  her  citizens. 

Ur.  A.  H.  BnsppKRD,  of  North  Carolina,  fol- 
lowed, and  occapied  the  Soor  nntil  half-past 
fonr  o'clock.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill. 
The  difficoltjes  which  might  arise  in  the  settle- 
ment of  these  duma  in  fatnie  times,  had  been 
anticipated  by  Oongress  in  1790,  and,  to  pre- 
vent such  a  dMcolty,  a  board  of  commissioners 
was  appointed,  and  an  act  passed  for  the  adjnat- 
raent  id'  these  State  ooconnts. 


By  the  settlement  which  took  place  in  con- 
sequence of  that  Bct^  Hr.  B.  contended  that 
these  dume  had  been  settled,  and  that  to  grant 
them  would  be  to  disturb  that  settlement.  Mr. 
8,  further  contended  that  the  fact  of  State  troops 
fighting  oooasionally  in  the  other  ports  of  the 
conotry  did  not  give  them  aolaim  on  the  United 
States  as  continental  troops ;  that,  therefore, 
this  oium  most  be  founded  on,  aoA  consequent- 
ly limited  by,  the  act  of  1780.  By  that  act  all 
snoh  claims  were  limited  to  October  of  the 
year  17SS,  and,  conseauentlj,  theee  claims  conld 
not  be  sustained  unaer  that  act,  because  they 
hod  not  been  allowed  by  the  State  at  the  time 
provided  Hr.  8.  contended  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  Virginia  r^arded  the  offioers 
embraced  in  this  bill  as  of  that  class  termed  sa- 
pemumeratT  officers.  He  ssid  that  if  this  olum 
was  allowed,  he  saw  no  reason  why  they  shonld 
not  appoint  another  board  of  commisdoners,  to 
see  if  they  could,  at  this  late  day,  do  more 
ample  jnstioe  to  the  cldmants  of  this  character. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  something  might  be  done 
to  Vir^oia ;  but  if  theee  claims  were  allowed, 
it  would  open  again  the  whole  subject  of  State 
d^ms  on  the  General  Government.  He  con- 
tended, however,  that  it  was  too  late  now,  and 
moreover,  that  there  were  no  accounts  by  which 
they  could,  with  any  ground  of  reason  or  jus- 
tice, disturb  the  aettiemwt  of  the  conanisaion- 
ers  of  1780. 


TmrBsoAT,  Jnne  7. 
ITavjf  Peiuion  Fund. 

Mr.  Watkottoh  presented  a  petition  from  a 
widow  of  one  of  our  marines,  praying  that  her 
husband's  invalid  peiudon  miKht  be  aJlowed  to 
her  and  her  children,  Mr.  W,  stated  that  that 
petition  was  founded  on  a  bill  which  had  been 
reported  fhtm  the  Naval  Oommittee  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  navj  pension  fend.  The 
bill  was  short,  and  would  occupy  but  little  time, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  now  indulge 
him  by  going  into  a  committee  to  take  it  up, 
Ot^eotion  being  made,  be  moved  to  snspend  the 
role ;  which  motion  prevailed — yeas  109. 

Hr.  W.  read  from  a  statistical  statement  la 
his  hand  the  amounts  of  snrplus  whioh  had  ac- 
crued to  the  fund  during  several  years,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  receipts  exceeding  its  expendi- 
tures. The  result  was,  that  the  fund  wonld 
have  bad  $1,096,000  In  its  poasesaion,  but  for 
a  loss  by  the  failure  of  the  Bonk  of  Oolnmbia, 
which  greatiy  reduced  it. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Ur.  W,,  went 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  and  took  up  the 
bill  frirther  to  extend  the  pensions  heretofore 
granted  to  the  widows  of  persons  killed,  or 
who  died  in  the  naval  service. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Hr,  W.  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  it  to  the 
House, 

Mr.  Homun  opposed  the  motion,  and  quot«d 
the  opinion  of  the  late  Secretary  Soath&rd,  in 
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The  secreUiT  ia  reqnired  to  be  vened  in  tbe 
Eof^iflh,  Frendi,  and  ^xmish  taugnsgeg.  Tl» 
awards  of  Qie  board  are  to  be  trumrittcd, 
throngb  tbe  Btate  Departmeot,  to  llie  Secntair 
of  the  Treasnry,  and  paid  b^  him.  The  bill 
containi  a  Bapplementaiy  Boction  ordiining  thai 
for  ten  jean  from  the  Sd  of  Febroary,  18M, 
French  winM  ahall  be  admitted  into  the  TTnitcd 
StatM  under  a  dutj  of  aii  oenta  (»  nd,  («b 
oents  on  white,  and  tvoi^-tvo  m  wine  in 
bottle*.] 

Mr.  &LLSWOBTH  inqnired  how  long  a  period 
of  time  had  been  allowed  for  oompletiiig  the 
award  of  other  oommissioners. 

Mr.  AsoHXB  replied  that  the  nmal  period  «ts 
three  years.  Tim  had  been  assigned  to  tl» 
Daninh  commiaaionera,  althonrb  the  UDonnt  of 
oMms  enbinitt«d  to  them  bad  not  been  oeti 
80  great  as  that  on  which  these  oommi^onen 
mnst  pass.  One  provinon  naual  in  saclt  con- 
yentions  was,  that  the  foreign  GoTenimefit 
sbonld  fiunisb  all  tbe  eTidenoe  in  th^  pcaw- 
■ion  that  might  be  necessary  fbr  the  ceUUiA- 
ment  of  the  duma,  and  time  was  necemry  to 
collate  the  foreign  docoments  that  migbt  U 
'lived,  and  pnt  the  evidenoein  afonn  tobe 
'"  '  to  the  board.    This  had  ben  cm 


evidence  that  the  change  proposed  by  this  bill, 
in  the  application  of  the  nary  pension  fond, 
was  hazardoos.  Vr.  H.  contended  that  the 
fand  ought  to  benQrBed,andbeld  inreserve  for 
those  for  whose  benefit  ezclDsively  It  had  been 
created.  It  was  intended  not  for  widows  and 
children,  but  for  those  who  had  snstaiued  per- 
eooal  injnry  in  the  naval  service  of  their  conn- 
trf,  or  those  who  had  become  snperannnatad 
and  helpless. 
The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 

biiL 

*  Mr.  Babbkb,  of  Oonnecticat,  moved  the  pre- 
vious qnestion,  which  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried ;  and  the  mun  qnestion  being  on  the 
em^sament  of  the  bill,  it  was  caniM  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  90. 


FmsAY,  Jnne  8. 
The  ConMtition  uitA  Fraaet — Committioa  to 

Settle  Claime — Sedvetitm  qflhtty  on  I¥eneh 

Wijtet. 

Mr.  Aboheb  renewed  and  eamestl y  pressed 
a  motion  to  go  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
tbe  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  late  convention  with  Franoe. 
He  did  not  apprehend  the  oocnrrence  of  any 
debate,  and  promised  that,  in  case  amendments 
shonld  be  offered,  or  any  prolonged  discussion 
attempted,  he  would  himself  move  for  the  post- 
ponement of  tbe  bill.  He  recalled  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  importance  of  the  bill. 
There  were  some  clwmanta  whose  claims  were 
of  twenty,  and  others  of  thirty  years'  standing. 
The  Qovemment  had  now  saooeeded  in  obtiun- 
ing  (0,000,000 ;  and  thongh  that  would  go  but 
a  Hmall  way  towards  ■ati^'ing  the  entire  mass 
of  claims,  yet  it  was  very  important  that  even 
this  relief  shonld  be  realized  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  money  was  now  ready  to  be  paid  over ; 
and  shonld  the  board  of  commiasionera  be  at 
once  appointed,  the  clumante  mnst  still  wait 
two  or  uiree  years  more  before  they  ooald  re- 
alize any  part  of  what  was  dne  to  them.  They 
ought  to  be  in  sessioa  at  this  moment.  Mr.  A. 
engaged  that,  should  the  bill  be  opposed  in  com- 
mittee, he  would  not  speak  in  reply ;  and,  when 
it  oame  into  the  House,  he  would  consent  to  ita 
postponement  to  any  day  which  gentlemen 
mij^t  desire. 

The  Hooee  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Wiokliyfb  in  the  chiur,  and  took 
up  the  bill  "  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention 
between  tiie  United  States  and  his  Majesty  the 
Xing  of  the  French,  concluded  at  Pans  on  tbe 
4thof  Jnly,  1881." 

[The  bill  apptunts  a  board  of  three  commis- 
sioners for  the  examination  of  claims.  They 
are  to  have  a  secretary  and  clerk — are  to  meet 
on  the  first  Monday  of  Jnne,  in  this  city,  and 
to  conclnde  their  dnties  within  three  years. 
The  bill  assigns  a  salary  to  eaob  of  tbe  commis- 
rioners  of  (3,000  per  annnm,  to  the  secretary 
$2,000,  and  to  the  clerk  (1,600. 


. the  proceedings  of  other  boardi  of « 

similar  character.  We  mnst  have  snoh  a  board, 
or  our  citizens  could  not  get  their  money.  Tbt 
French  Government  had  stjpnlated,  and  wu 
ready  to  pay  the  five  millions ;  and  tie  prssml 
bill  followed  the  preoedenta  which  bad  been  set 
in  previona  cases. 

Mr.  EvKBiTT  said  that  he  Ihoni^t  two  ya 
quite  enongh  for  completing  tb9  dnliea  of  tha 
commisnon.  It  was  now  nx  years  rion,  m> 
the  call  of  this  Honse,  the  claimants  for  frewli 
spoliations  hod  been  invited  to  make  oat  tbeir 
respective  cases,  and  send  forward  their  voocb- 
ers ;  uid  this  had  been  generally  done.  A 
laige  qnarto  volame  of  snch  evidenoea  of  diimi 
had  been  reported  to  the  Honse,  and  printed  bj 
its  order.  Tbb  had  been  done  six  yean  igo- 
Negotiatitms  for  the  allowance  of  these  dsiiK 
had  been  pending  during  all  those  riz  jtw^ 
and,  indeed,  during  a  period  twice  as  long.  A 
general  expectation  had  prevailed  that  sococ- 
tbing  would  be  done,  and  the  clunints,  in 
general,  had  prepared  their  claims  for  adjudica- 
tion in  consean^oe.  In  Uie  case  of  tbe  ykiri^ 
treaty,  the  clumants  bad  not  had  so  !<»£  * 
warning ;  and  in  that  case,  it  mi^t  have  been 
proper  to  allow  tbe  board  three  years;  bet  in 
this  there  oonld  be  no  anch  neoeara^y,  Jfr.  £ 
^ke  from  personal  knowledge  when  be  tsia 
that  the  clamianta  in  general  oonsidered  t*o 
yean  as  long  enongh  for  the  ritting  of  the  boatd 
And  if  they  who  were  most  interested  *ere 
willing  that  the  period  shonld  oon^of  tvo 
years,  why  should  the  Honae  erteirf  it  te 
three !  Scone  of  them  had  laht  oat  of  their 
money  for  twenty,  twentj-five,  and  sane  « 
long  aa  twenty-seven  years;  and  it  was  a gmt 
hardship  that  now,  when  the  money  bad  Wa 
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obtained,  when  it«  psTment  was  geonred,  and 
it  might  be  said  to  be  almost  within  their 
grasp,  still  farther  delay  should,  without  necw- 
intj,  be  interposed.  A  colleagae  of  bis  (Ur. 
Applbios)  had  letters  in  his  possession  from 
some  of  the  olaimanta  residing  in  Boston,  stat- 
ing it  aa  their  wish  that  the  period  sbonld  not 
be  longer  than  two  years ;  and  he  did  not  doubt 
tliat  the  same  wish  was  shared  by  those  resi- 
dent in  other  cities  of  the  Union. 

Ur.  Folk  apprehended  that  tliere  would  be 
some  confliot  Wween  the  interests  of  the 
oUmants.  A  large  portion  of  those .  deima 
were  in  the  handa  of  insaranoe  companies,  who 
had  the  evidence  in  support  of  them  already 
prepared ;  while  indiviaiLAl  claimants,  who  did 
not  possess  the  same  advantages,  were  very 
differenUy  aitoat^i  many  of  them  havina  the 
evidence  of  their  claims  still  to  be  looked  ap. 
A  m^ority  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
after  reSeoting  on  the  circnrastances  of  the 
owe,  had  come  to  the  oonclosion  that  three 
years  would  not  be  too  long  a  time  to  be 
allowed  for  this  purpose,  xbree  years  had 
been  allowed  to  tne  Florida  commission,  and 
the  same  length  of  time  to  the  commissioners 
under  the  Danish  treaty.  And' there  wonld  be 
quite  as  much  diSSculty,  and  more,  in  settling 
tiie  claims  under  the  present  commiasion.  It 
would,  no  doabt,  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
insurance  companies  that  the  time  sfaoiild  be 
limited  t«  as  short  a  period  as  possible.  But 
this  woold  not  be  doing  jostiee  to  the  other 
claimants.  There  were  cl^me  to  t±ie  amount 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollara,  and 
cmly  five  milliona  of  dollars  to  satisfy  them.  Of 
coarse  it  was  the  interest  of  those  who  now 
owned  them  to  shorten  the  time,  because  the 
more  daima  they  could  shut  ont,  the  larger 
their  own  dividend  would  be.  He  thonght, 
besides^  that  the  insurance  companies  were  not 
entitled,  as  claimants,  to  the  most  favorable 
consideradon,  because,  thoagh  their  losses  had, 
no  doubt,  been  large,  the  risk  bad  been  volnn- 
torily  assumed,  and  the  loss  in  some  measore 
compensated  by  the  premiiuna  they  had  re- 
ceived. There  were  other  claimants  who  had 
claima  of  much  greater  hardship ;  and,  aa  the 
controversy  was  chiefly  between  them,  he 
hoped  tlie  motitm  of  the  gentleman  would  not 
prevail. 

Ur.  Ellsworth  hod  no  denre  for  aa  unreo- 
aoDable  limitation,  nor  that  the  time  should  be 
curtuled  so  much  as  to  deprive  any  of  an  ample 
opportunity  of  establishing  their  claims.  Bat  as 
s  considerable  numlKr  of  the  clumanta  were 
among  his  own  oonstitnenta,  and  as  none  of 
them  coold  get  their  money  till  the  commission 
should  have  expired,  he  wsa  opposed  to  having 
the  time  needlessly  prolonged.  In  proportion 
to  the  time  assigned  to  the  ccmmisaion,  wonld 
be  tlie  dilatory  movements  of  the  claimant. 
He  could  not  believe  that  there  was  any  good 
claim,  the  evidence  of  which  might  not  be 
obtained  within  two  years,  and  he  should  be 
opposed  to  on  eztensioD  of  the  period  beyond 


ibat  time,  even  if  it  should  not  be  attended  with 
an  increase  of  public  expense.  He  hoped  tiie 
time  would  not  be  prolonged  beyond  two  years 
at  the  furthest. 

Hr.  Rbsd  said  he  represented  a  nnmber  of 
these  cldmants,  whose  evidence  hod  been  long 
unce  prepared ;  but,  on  looking  into  it,  he  found 
that  many  of  the  papers  were  wanting,  and 
wonld  have  to  be  supplied.  That  was  the  only  ' 
reason  why  he  should  assent  to  as  long  a  period 
as  two  years.  As  to  the  remark  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Pole,)  that  the  insui* 
once  companiea  were  not  cltumaata  entitied  to 
as  much  lavor  as  others,  it  was  entirely  a  mis- 
take. On  all  principles  of  jnstioe,  their  clum 
was  entitled  to  just  as  mncn  consideration  as 
that  of  any  other  individual  Besides,  if  it 
shonld  appear,  toward  the  close  of  the  two 
years,  that  injustice  was  likely  to  result  ftom 
confining  the  commissioa  to  that  length  of 
time,  the  House  could  extend  the  time.  Bot, 
should  it  be  fixed  at  first  at  three  years,  althongh 
one  mi^bt  be  sufficient,  notice  having  once  been 
given,  It  would  not  do  to  shorten  the  period. 

Mr.  FxASCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  that  he 
represented  a  commercial  part  of  the  Union, 
yet  he  mnst  difier  from  other  gentlemen  who 
represented  commercial  interests,  in  reference 
to  the  present  snbjecL  The  view  taken  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Pout)  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  very  correct  one.  He  thought 
that  a  too  great  curtailment  of  the  time  wonld 
have  a  tendency  to  sbnt  out  and  push  aside  the 
interests  of  those  whose  daims  were  of  com- 
paratively small  amoont  There  were  many 
who  had  only  a  small  share  in  the  losses  sus- 
tained, being  part  ship-owners.  Thesepersonsj 
some  of  whom  were  matos  of  vessels,  might 
not  perhaps  have  owned  more  than  two  or 
three  thousand  dollars  in  a  captured  sMp.    Such 

fiersona  did  not  possess  the  same  means  to  ool- 
ect  evidence  as  those  did  who  hod  heavier 
cliums. 

Mr.  Bi.TS9,  of  Maine,  would  only  add  to 
what  bad  been  s^d  by  the  gentleman  from 
Bhode  Island,  that  in  many  cases  the  papers 
necefisary  to  establish  the  claims  were  not  now 
in  the  conntry.  He  had  recently  received  let- 
ters from  some  of  the  claimants  in  his  district, 
inquiring  about  the  condition  of  their  papers ; 
and,  on  examination,  he  found  that  some  of 
them  hod  been  sent  to  France.  In  such  oases, 
time  ongbt  to  be  allowed  for  the  papers  to  be 
returned,  and  suitably  arranged,  that  they  might 
be  presented  in  time.  Many  of  the  claimants 
resided  in  the  interior,  having  retired  from 
trade,  and  whose  only  hope  was  in  recovering 
tlie  amount  of  their  cl^ms.  Suitable  time 
oniht  to  be  allowed  to  such  persons  to  obtain 
and  prepare  the  evidence  that  might  be  neces- 
sary in  their  respective  cases. 

Mr.  Deabbobn  said  that  he  had  received 
several  commissions  in  relation  to  these  cl^ms, 
but  they  did  not  proceed  fhtra  insurance  com- 
panies, but  from  private  individuals,  and  he 
thought  that  two  years  was  time  enough  for 
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tlie  aittiiiK  of  the  commUsioners.  Within  that 
time,  a  Sslms&t  might  send  to  Fraoce  six  or 
seven  times.  He  might  send  twice  even  to 
India.  He  believed  that  Deorlj  the  whole  nDin- 
ber  of  the  cMmants  would  prefer  two  ^eare  to 
three  for  the  duration  of  the  wmmiMion,  and 
woold  lilcB  even  a  shorter  period.  As  suoh  was 
the  wish  of  tbOM  who  were  moat  intereated  in 
the  question,  he  trusted  that  the  time  wonld 
not  be  extended  beyond  two  years. 

The  question  was  pat  on  t}ie  amendment  pro- 
posed b.v  Mr.  Etxbbtt,  and  carried— yeas  77, 
nays  66, 

So  t^e  committee  detennined  that  the  period 
of  the  commission  should  be  fixed    at    two 

Mr.  PiAROK  offered  an  aniendment,  which 
went  to  provide  that  before  the  award  of  the 
commissioners  should  be  paid  to  any  elaimant, 
the  debt  of  such  clamant  to  the  United  States 
(if  any)  should  first  be  deducted;  which  was 

Mr.  JiwETT  offered  an  amendment,  which 
changed  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners 
to  a  per  diem  ulowanoe  of  eight  dollars  for 
every  day  in  which  they  sboiud  be  actually 
employed,  and  eight  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles  they  might  hare  to  travel  in  attendins 
and  returning  from  the  meetings  of  the  board, 
with  a  proviso  that  their  entjre  allowance 
should  not  exceed  three  thousand  dollars.  A 
similar  proviso  was  added  with  raspeot  to  the 
secretary,  whose  whole  allowance  was  not  to 
exceed  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to — yeas  60, 
nays  S2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Akohcb,  the  bill  was  fWther 
amended,  so  as  to  require  the  board  to  meet  on 
the  first  Monday  of  Angust  next.  The  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  Uie  bill  to  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  coacnrrad  in. 

The  second,  which  related  to  the  duration  of 
the  commission,  having  been  read,  the  debate 
upon  it  was  renewed.  The  extension  of  the 
term  to  three  years  was  contended  for  by  Mr, 
Polk  and  Mr.  Pbasok,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Db&ttok,  Cakbselxko,  and  Deixbobh  ;  when 
the  qaestioa  being  put  on  coQCorrence^  it  was 
carried — yeas  76,  nays  5fl. 

So  the  House  determined  that  Uie  commissi 
sbonld  be  limited  to  two  years. 

Mr.  Jbwxtt's  amendment  having  next  been 
read,  and  the  question  being  on  concurring, 

Mr.  EvBBETT  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
thought  the  allowance  in  the  bill  was  not  too 
mncb  for  the  right  sort  of  men  to  fill  such  a 
station.  The  situation  of  a  commissioner  to  pass 
on  claims  so  important  required  a  man  of 
various  talents  and  much  knowledge,  both 
legal  and  commercial.  Be  did  not  believe  that 
the  amendment  would  produce  any  saving,  or 
none  that  would  in  anywise  compensate  for 
the  consenneDoes.  The  effect  of  adopting  it 
wonld  be,  tnat  the  appointments  would  nave  to 
be  made  from  persons  in  the  neighborhood  of 
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this  city.    No  man,  of  a  raitaUe  standing,  frcm 
a  distance,  would  accept  the  commisaion  on  snch 

Mr.  WioKLim  waa  very  much  in  &vor  of 
the  amendment,  and  hop«d  the  Honse  wonld 
Concur  in  it.  In  all  the  boards  whidt  had 
hitherto  been  appointed,  it  had  eenerally  been 
found  that  they  regulated  their  labors  accord- 
ing to  the  time  allowed  Uiem  by  Oongreea ;  but 
when  the  cltums  for  spoliations  on  the  Niagara 
fivntier,  amounting  to  not  leas  than  $400,000, 
instead  of  being  sent  to  a  board  of  conunis-  . 
doners,  bad  been  referred  to  Peter  Hagner,  the 
whole  amount  had  been  settled  in  the  uit«rval 
between  the  adjournment  and  the  meeting  of 
the  next  session.  Mr.  W.  felt  persuaded  that 
if  the  Honse  sbonld  confine  these  erannui- 
sioners  to  a  per  diem  allowance,  they  voold 

St  the  bu^nesB  done  mnch  sooner  tban  if 
ey  were  allowed  the  annual  salary.  If  they 
were  oil  allowed  tbeir  three  tbooaand  dt^ns  a 
year,  they  wonld  probably  come  on  here,  meet, 
and  give  notice  to  the  cliumants,  hire  a  house, 
attend  a  few  pleasant  evenings  on  tiie  sesriont 
of  Oongresa,  and  then  go  home,  h&Ting  the 
comfortable  certainty  that  their  aalariee  wer« 
going  on  all  the  while ;  but  if  they  were  mi  a  per 
diem,  they  would  waste  no  time. 

Mr.  WiLDB  conceived  the  printuple  of  the 
amendment  to  be  highly  exceptionable,  sod  as 
it  seemed  likely  to  be  adopted,  be  felt  bound 
briefly  to  state  his  objecUons  to  it.  He  must 
do  it  briefly,  as  bis  health  wonld  not  pennil 
him  to  do  otherwise.  It  had  been  said  tnat  in 
ordinary  cases  snch  a  board  need  not  sit  longer 
than  four  mouths  in  the  year.  At  the  per  dien 
allowance  proposed  in  the  amendment,  tbe  com- 
pensation of  a  commissioner  would  at  that  rate 
amount  to  about  nine  hundred  and  razty  dcjlan. 
Conld  It  be  seriously  expected  that  gentlemen 
could  be  obtuned  who  were  fit  to  dutribnte  a 
fund  of  such  magnitude  for  such  a  compensa- 
tion I  Did  not  the  Government  pay  the  Jndgee 
of  the  Supreme  Court  an  annnal  sahuy,  and 
were  they  occupied  during  their  whole  timet 
Why  not  allow  them  a  per  diem  f  TTie  gmtte- 
man  sud  that  be  was  willing  to  reward  these 


not  say  that  any  gentleman  intrusted  with 
such  a  situation  would  yield  to  so  base  a  temp- 
tation as  to  sit  from  day  to  day  vrithont  busi- 
ness, for  the  sake  of  making  his  cc»npenaati<H) 
mount  up  to  something  like  a  reqiectable 
sum ;  but  this  be  wonld  say,  that  any  set  of 
men  who  would  accept  of  that  commiasion  for 
an  allowance  of  nine  nundred  and  sixty  dollar^ 
would  be  enable  of  sitting  every  day  with  or 
without  boBineaa,  for  the  sake  of  making  up 
tbeir  salary.  From  the  grade  of  talent  that 
was  requisite  to  the  due  and  competent  dis- 
charge of  such  a  trust,  it  waa  necessary  that  the 
individoala  who  were  to  fill  the  station  should 
be  taken  from  the  highest  rank  of  tliele^  pro- 
fession; and  who  did  not  knowthattbeannual 
receipts  of  Auch  men  far  exceeded  the  poltiy 
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som  of  Bine  hundred  and  rixtj  dollaTs  I  If  the 
aUowanoe  most  be  per  dimt,  it  onght  at  least 
to  be  donbled,  or  they  oonld  not  expect  to 
command  the  tident  «Uoh  was  snitable  to  the 

The  qaestion  waa  taken  on  oonenrring  in  the 
amendment,  and  decided — yeas  80,  naja  64. 

Mr.  Piarck's  amendment  vas  also  ooncnrred 
in,  which  provides  that  the  debts  of  the  cl^m- 
ante  to  the  United  States  shall  be  deducted 
before  the  money  awarded  them  is  paid. 

Mr.  Vahdx  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  the 
tenth  section,  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

"And  A>  itfurl/ur  tnaeitd.  That,  for  the  tcm  oF 
ten  re«rs  from  >nd  after  the  leoond  day  ot  Febm- 
ary,  1882,  wines,  the  produce  of  France,  shsU  be 
B<bnitted  into  the  United  States  on  paying  duties 
not  exceeding  tbe  followiDg  rates  on  the  gmllon, 
{■och  u  ii  at  present  used  in  the  United  States,) 
that  is  to  say :  ^  cents  for  ted  wine  in  casks,  tea 
cents  for  white  wine  in  casks,  and  twenty-two  cents 
for  wine*  in  all  sorts  of  bottles." 

Hr.  V.  s^d  be  tbonght  the  adoption  of  this 
aeotion  of  the  bill  woold  go  to  snrrender  the 
principle  that  this  Eonse  had  any  tight  to  in- 
terfere with  treatiea,  and  wonld  be  admitting 
that  the  Eiecntdve  and  the  Senate  might  rega- 
late  the  whole  impoata  of  the  oonotry  at  their 
pleasnre,  wttbont  any  action  of  the  Honse,  or 
control  on  its  part  at  alL  The  President,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Senate,  had  here  nndertaken 
to  fix  the  dntiea  that  were  to  be  levied  on 
French  wines  imported  into  the  United  States 
for  a  certaia  term.  It  waa  not  that  Ifr.  Y.  was 
opposed  to  lowering  the  dntiea  on  these 
wines  that  be  objected  to  this  part  of  the  bill, 
for  he  would  have  no  objection  to  take  them 
off  entirely,  bnt  he  protested  ag^nst  the  prin- 
dple. 

Mr.  BABXDioiR  said  that  he  thonght  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  iVom  Ohio  would 
operate,  if  adopted,  to  defeat  the  very  object 
he  bad  in  view  in  toaking  it.  The  treaty  wit' 
France  stipulated  that  the  duty  on  wines  should 
be  reduced.  The  Senate  had  ratified  the  treaty, 
bnt  it  conid  not  receive  validity  in  this  featore 
of  it  without  the  act  of  this  Eonse.  It  was  this 
very  section  which  alone  rotated  to  the  Honse 

dediction  over  the  snlgect.  The  gentleman 
contended  that  the  treaty  would  not  be 
valid  without  this  section  of  the  law,  Bnt 
treaties  were  held  and  declared  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  and  if 
0x0  Eonse  ehonld  rehse  to  act  with  respect  to 
this  redaction  of  the  duties  on  wines,  the  whole 
effect  would  be,  that  the  reduction  would  go 
into  effect  without  any  action  of  the  Eonse  at 
bIL  Would  not  that  involve  the  very  conse- 
qnecee  the  gentleman  sought  to  preTent? 

Mr.  Olat  said  that  the  biU  baa  now  occupied 
much  time :  and  as  be  would  not  believe  that 
a  m^ority  of  the  House  would  consent  to 
violate  what  by  the  will  of  two  of  the  co-ordi- 
nate branches  of  the  Government  bad  become 
a  law  of  the  land,  he  demanded  the  previous 
question ;    but   at  the  earnest  reqneat  of  Mr. 


Abohsb,  consented  to  whhdraw  the  motion 
on  condition  that  Mr.  A.  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  Asosnn  said  that  be  held,  in  the  fullest 
manner,  the  power  of  the  House  to  withhold  tta 
assent  from  the  execution  of  a  treaty  which  it 
did  not  approve,  and  it  was  this  very  idea  of 
retaining  jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  and  thus 
asserting  the  right,  that  had  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  insert  this  section  in  the  bill.  The 
section  followed  the  words  of  the  treaty.  The 
measure  was  att«nded  with  e.  twofold  advan- 
tage :  First,  it  obtained  for  ua  a  reduction  on 
the  duty  on  cotton  imported  into  France  for 
neary  one  hundred  per  oenL  The  duty  in 
France,  l>efbre  this  treaty,  on  sea  island  cotton 
was  double  that  upon  uplands :  by  the  treaty, 
the  duty  on  both  descriptions  of  oottoo  was 
made  the  same.  The  other  advantage  related 
to  the  claim  of  the  French  Government  to  Lou- 
isiana. No  man  knew  better  than  the  genUe- 
man  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Wiokliftb,)  who  had 
asked  a  question  as  to  the  wording  of  the  section, 
the  perplexity  which  bod  attended  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  French  clum ;  and  it  was  the 
admission  of  the  soundest  men,  that  the  ground 
on  which  the  United  States  stood  as  to  that 
matter  was  very  doubtftil.  Bat,  in  consequence 
of  this  admission  of  her  wines,  Franca  had 
now  consented  to  relinquish  all  claims  arising 
under  the  Louisiana  treaty.  And  what  was  the 
amount  of  this  reduction  of  dntiea  ?  It  wos  but 
four  cents  on  one  kind  of  wine,  and  five  c«nts 
on  another :  while  on  wines  in  bottles  the  duty 
was  reduced  from  fifty  t4>  twenty-two  cents. 
The  larger  introduction  and  nse  of  the  French 
wines  in  this  country  was  an  object  greatly 
to  be  desired,  Mr,  A.  concluded  by  renewing 
the  motion  for  the  previous  Question. 

The  motion  waa  secondea  by  the  Eonse — 
yeas  80. 

Mr.  Vasoi,  being  still  opposed  to  the  seotton 
he  had  indicated,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  previous  question. 

They  were  ordered,  and  taken,  and  stood  as 
follows :  yeas  119,  nays  46. 

Bo  the  main  question  was  put,  and  the  bill 
was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  its 
third  reading. 


B^TunDAT,  June  9, 
MowUtd  Xtyfantry. 

Mr.  DunoAH  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  mounting  and  equipping  a  part 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Objections 
being  made,  he  moved  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pen&d  for  that  purpose,  and  submitted  a  letter 
f^om  an  individual  on  the  frontier,  giving  some 
very  shocking  details  of  the  massacres  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians  upon  the  defenceless  in- 
habitants. The  rnle  was  suspended,  and  the 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dckcah,  went  into 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Tatloh  in  the  chair,  upon  that  bill. 

Mr.  Cabsos  objected  to  the  clause  of  the  bill 
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wbicb  lintitB  the  aoinber  of  the  troopB  to  be 
raised  to  tea  oompaitieii.  He  tbooght  the  num- 
ber of  troops  ought  to  be  left  entirely  to  the 
diBcreCiou  of  the  President. 

Hr.  DiTNCAii  moved  to  strike  out  all  sAer 
the  enacting  clause,  and  Bubatitnte  &  provisioa 
that  the  President  might  receive  eight  hundred 
mounted  gunmen  as  volunteers,  to  serve  from 
the  iBt  of  April  to  the  Istof  November  in  ovorj 
year,  and  longer  if  necessary,  recelvir^  the 
same  pay  as  the  mounted  troops  of  the  IMted 
States,  and  appropriating  ^0,000  to  cover  the 
expenses  which  might  aocnte.  In  supporting 
the  amendment,  Hr.  D.  said  he  had  long  fore- 
seen the.necessit;  of  raising  a  permtuieat  corps 
of  mounted  men  for  defooding  the  frontier. 
About  the  first  proportion  he  ever  submitted 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  was  one,  in 
1828,  for  raising  eight  oompanies  of  moonted 
gunmen  for  that  service.  His  experience  con- 
vioced  him  that  it  was  the  only  force  that  could 
be  relied  on  to  keep  the  savages  in  proper  sub- 
jection;  and  he  firmly  believed  thatall  the  dis- 
tress and  bloodshed  that  had  Just  been  heard 
of  in  Illinois  would  have  been  avoided  if  Con- 
gress had  adopted  the  plan  he  then  and  now 
suggested.  No  number  of  United  States'  sol- 
diers on  foot  could  restore  peace  and  coufidenoe 
to  the  citizens  residing  in  that  country  Fami- 
lies who  have  witnessed  the  shocking  scenes 
which  had  just  been  acted  on  the  frontier, 
would  never  return  to  their  homes  nntil  an 
efficient  force,  such  as  can  be  relied  on,  may  be 
raised  and  ^rmanenlly  stationed  on  the  fron- 
tier for  their  protection  and  defenoe.  He  be- 
lieved we  should  hear  of  no  more  Indian  wara, 
after  this  force  was  organized  and  placed  in 
service.  One  thing  certainly  would  be  accom- 
plished by  it;  dtizens  residing  in  that  eectiou 
of  the  counb'y  would  no  longer  be  subject  to 
be  called  on  without  preparation  to  leave  their 
families  and  their  husinesa,  to  march  against 
these  Indians. 

The  Giovemment  had  the  power,  and  it  was 
proper  that  it  should  protect  every  one  of  its 
citizens  while  engaged  in  their  usual  pursuits. 
On  great  occasions,  he  thought  the  mihtia 
should  be  relied  on  for  the  national  defence, 
but  it  was  ruinous  to  any  people  engaged  in 
civil  pursnite  to  be  compelled  to  defend  their 
own  firesides,  or  to  be  required  to  march  in 
defence  of  their  neighbors,  on  every  incursion 
of  an  enemy,  however  small  their  force.  The 
militia  on  the  frontier  had  always  given  the 
highest  evidence  of  patriotism,  by  turning  out 
at  a  moment's  warning  to  defend  the  country, 
even  though  it  deprived  them  of  raising  a  crop 
(or  the  support  of  their  families,  which  was  the 
case  last  year,  and .  he  did  not  doubt  it  would 
be  K)  again  this  season.  He  believed  that  the 
pay  allowed  by  the  Oovernment  to  the  citizens 
thus  called  out,  could  not  poswbly  compensate 
them  individually  for  their  sacrifices,  much  leas 
for  their  privations  of  being  hurried  ioto  the 
service  without  the  necessary  preparations  to 
make  them  comfortable;  but  he  said  the  priva- 


tion and  iiyury  to  the  soldier  thns  called  ott 
was  nothing  compared  with  the  itgoiy  done  to 
the  whole  community  redding  near  the  fron- 
tier, who  were  compelled  to  fly  from  their 
homes,  and  sacrifice  not  only  the  produce  ind 
labor  of  the  season,  neeeasary  for  their  mppoit, 
bat  all  the  effects  they  possessed  are  left  behind, 
and  ore  generally  destroyed.  The  bill  he  hid 
Just  offered  would  remedy  all  these  evils.  It 
wasameasnrenotonly  of  justice,  buthumanit;, 
and  he  hoped  it  wonld  be  adopted  without  de- 
lay, as  he  thou^t  it  very  probable  that  then 
troops  oould,  ud  hoped  they  would,  if  neoH- 
sary,  be  raised  in  time  to  assist  in  ezpelling  ud 
cliaetising  the  war  party  of  Indians  which  bid 
Just  commenced  the  outrages  on  the  citiieiu  of 
Illinois. 

Ur.  D.  Bud  if  die  expense  oould  be  thoogbl 
an  obieot,  he  was  satisfied  an  important  laviDg 
would  accrue  from  tlie  adoption  of  the  smend- 
ment.  The  proposal  was  that  each  of  thtce 
volunteers  should  furnish  his  own  hor«;  ssd 
as  this  force  wonld  not  be  needed  in  wiolar 
time,  (for  it  was  not  the  habit  of  the  Indiiiu  U 
make  war  in  the  winter,)  the  country  would  be 
saved  the  expense  of  the  keeping  of  these  horsH 
during  all  uie  winter  months  —  an  eipcDse 
which  must  he  inonrred  if  the  United  Stale' 
troops  should  be  employed.  The  young  nteo 
of  the  country  who  would  (xmstitute  tliete 
volunteers  all  owned  horses,  and  were  acciu- 
tomedtotakiDgcareof  them.  They  were  to  be 
allowed  forty  cents  a  day  for  the  use  of  tb^ 
horses,  and  snob  an  allowonoe  would  oocuioa 
a  great  saving  if  compared  with  the  ci^xdk 
that  must  lie  incnrred  snoold  the  United  ^itw' 
troops  be  mounted  at  the  expense  of  the  Gor- 


ICr.  DuATTOif  proposed  to  amoid  the  snuaii- 
ment  of  Ur.  X>ijiiaAs,so  aatoiporeaselhsLffii' 
ber  of  tromis  from  eight  hnndred  to  one  Ihoo- 
wnd,  which  Mr,  OrmoAS  acoepted. 
*  Ur.  I>aATTOB  was  ftzoeeduidy  anxioQa  to 
impresa  on  the  House  the  poUcy,  he  mi^ 
almost  say  the  neceedty,  of  adopting  the  mew- 
nre  now  proposed.  According  to  the  best  of 
his  recollection,  a  plan  exactly  sdmilor  to  tim 
had  been  heretofore  reported  to  the  House  bf 
theUiUtaiyOommiti^a.  Yet,  notwithstsndii^ 
the  reasoning  contained  in  the  report  had  been 
corroborated  by  the  opinion  of  those  best  le- 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  Indian  warikA  )>« 
referred  to  sooh  men  as  Geo,  Clark,  Gov.  Cmi, 
Gen.  Gaines,  Gen.  Atkinson,  and  tiie  very  ex- 
perienced gentieman  at  present  a  raemtwr  u 
this  House  from  Uissonri,  (Mr.  AsEixt,)  ^ 
measure  had  fuled  to  meet  with  the  approbi- 
tionofam^ori^of  theHouse.  AtthittiLne 
the  committee  could  only  suggest  what  wooM 
be  the  probable  oonsequencea  of  refusing  to 
orgauize  such  a  force.  The  commitWe  w" 
stated  that  the  frontiers  would  be  lisbls  to  " 
attacked ;  and  although  there  existed  at  Uitt 
time  nothing  which  deserved  the  name  of  so 
Indian  war,  even  yet  depredations  had  been 
committed,  murders  perpetrated,  and  even  the 
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Bfddiera  of  the  United  States  maaBoored  almost 
within  si^bt  of  the  gam«oiis.  It  would  have 
been  a  vaia  attempt  to  pursue  the  Indians  who 
had  Gominitted  these  oatnigea,  for  thej  were 
all  monnted  on  fleet  horees,  while  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  oonsiated  of  infantr;'  alone, 
and  they  were  therefore  compelled  tA  endnre 
oil  the  insnlta  and  injuries  so  sure  to  arise  from 
Indian  hostility.  Butnow.tJte  very  evils  which 
the  ooinniitt«e  had  then  predicted  had  aetnallj 
occnrred.  It  qjpeared  that  the  Indians  bad 
attacked  not  merely  the  resnlar  troops  and  the 
militia  of  Illinoia.  but  had  mnrdered  women, 
old  men,  and  children.  It  was  iinpractioable  to 
pnt  a  stop  to  these  dreadfiil  onbages,  becaose 
the  United  States'  troops  had  no  horses  on 
which  to  pursne  the  enemy.  The  mounted 
militia  of  Illinois  had  been  called  ont,  bat  their 
party  had  been  partially  defeated.  It  appe^ed 
that  tjie  Saes,  the  Stoox,  and  the  Fottawato- 
mies,  bad  nnited,  and  were  collecting  a  formi- 
dable fanje.  What  was  wanted  in  order  to 
check  tbem  was  tiie  pecnliar  spedes  of  troops 
which  the  amendment  prqiosed  to  call  into 
action.  WiUiont  troops  of  this  description, 
though  the  number  of  onr  regulars  shonld  be 


tripled,  no  impression  could  be  made  npon  the 
Indian  iane.  But  these  monnted  nflemen 
coflld  assail  the  Indian  villages,  antidpale  and 
break  np  asaociationa  and  oomtuoatdotis  which 
would  otherwise  be  sore  to  be  formed,  and  by 
obtwaing  and  nftidlj  tranamittiiig  infonnation 
might  defeat  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  In  an 
emMve&ey  the  amount  of  expense  was  com- 
parativety  of  litUe  moment;  out  cajcnlations 
which  had  carefully  been  made  went  to  show 
that  the  proposed  measore  wonld  be  acoom- 

Euiied  with  the  saving  of  the  pnblio  money. 
i  conseqnence  of  the  United  States'  troops  not 
being  monnted,  it  had  been  necessary  to  call  out 
the  miUtia.  The  pay  of  these  forces,  the  hjre- 
ing  of  steamboats  for  their  transportation,  and 
all  the  other  e^qMOses  looidetital  to  such  a  ser- 
vice, had  amonnted  to  far  mor«  than  it  wonld 
have  ooBt  to  monot  and  equip  the  regnlor  troops. 
It  was  the  nnderstanding  that  the  troops  raised 
nnder  (his  bill  were  to  be  kept  in  commission 
only  BO  long  aa  their  services  might  be  neoes- 
Bory,  and  daring  the  winter  they  would  be  no 
exp^ise  to  the  Oovemment  Mr.  D.  tmsted 
that  the  amendment  would  receive  the  assent  of 
the  committee. 

Ur,  AaHUiY'a  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr,  Duncuji 
was  agreed  to— yeas  79,  nays  81. 

Tlie  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill, 
and  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


WrosssnaT,  June  18. 

ra«  Twif—Sedvetiim  of  DatUt—ProtectUm 

Ur  Hom«  InAvttry, 

Ur.  0HOi.n,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  intend 

to  engage  in  a  gaoerat  diacoBNon  of  this  truly 

boundlms  sabject.    Sach  a  disonsHon,  extend- 


ing over  the  whole  gronnd  of  debate,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  able  examples  which  had  been  set, 
would  be,  within  the  limits  of  time  which  he 
had  prescribed  to  himself,  superficial  and  com- 
monplace. Leadened  bx  eoQugh  to  be  at 
onoe  comprehensive  and  thorough,  if  he  were 
c)q>able  of  oondnoting  such  a  one,  it  wonld 
consume  more  time  than  the  committee  could 
spare,  and  demand  more  physical  energy,  if 
nothing  else  were  wanting,  than  he  possessed. 

I  wish  only,  sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  to  submit  some 
oonuderations  upon  a  single  one  of  all  the  topics 
which  belong  to  this  delicate  and  complex 
deliberation.  I  wishto  present  one  reason  only 
why  you  should  not  abolish,  or  sabst^ntially 
alter,  the  existing  national  protective  system. 
Much  had  been  sddfor  the  producers  of  cotton, 
rice,  and  tobacco,  and  the  consumers  of  import- 
ed British  goods.  I  beg  your  indulgence  while 
I  say  someuiing  in  l>ehalf  of  that  portion  of  the 
American  people  whom  yonr  legislation  and 
word  of  honor  have  invited  or  compeUed  to 
beocHne  manufacturers,  or  to  connect  their  labor, 
their  capital,  their  fortunes,  their  calculations 
for  life,  for  Uiemselves  and  for  their  chlldreD, 
remotdy  or  direotiy  with  manufactures,  and 
who  are  now  menaced  by  an  abandonment  of 
that  policy  which  has  made  them  what  they 
are,^  and  placed  them  where  they  are. 

The  question  at  this  moment  pending  before 
the  committee,  upon  the  amendment  offered  by 
my  colleague  (Mr.  J,  Davis)  to  the  bill  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  is,  per- 
hops,  a  decisive  question.  If  yon  adopt  it  with 
such  modifications,  and  such  further  less  im- 
portant amendments,  as  are  understood  to  be 
matured,  and  in  readiness  to  be  presented,  yon 
decide  to  preserve,  substantially  unimpaired, 
the  Amencon  system  as  now  established. 
Something  you  wiil  also  do,  I  hope  it  may  be 
thought  to  be  mnob,  for  conciliation  and  oon- 
oeseion.  You  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  needs 
of  the  Government,  or  at  least  you  efficienlJy, 
and  in  good  fiuth,  begin  the  business  of  t«dao- 
tion.  from  one,  perhaps  from  two  article^ 
exoluMvely  of  Southern  ooneamption,  and  of 
great  Importance  to  the  South,  negro  clothing 
bbA  cotton  ba^^ing,  the  protecting  duty  wil^ 
by  exemption  or  ohawback,  be  taken  wholly 
away.  But  the  general  system  of  protection 
will  remain  untouched. 

If^  on  the  other  hand,  you  n;]eot  this  amend- 
ment, and  pass  the  bill  submitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  that  submitted  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  yon  prostrate 
that  system.  Looking  at  the  rate  of  duties,  and 
the  mode  and  place  of  valuation  therein  pre- 
scribed, coosnlting  with  men  in  whose  practi- 
cal opinions  I  ought  to  have  oonfldence,  and 
Jud^ug  as  well  as  I  may  for  myself  I  am  com- 
pelled to  believe  that  each  of  those  bills  with- 
draws, and  intends  to  withdraw,  from  oni 
immature  and  springing  maau&ctnres,  whatever 
of  certain  and  subatantial  protection  they  now 
enjoy.  The  real  question  pending,  therefore, 
is  the  brood  uuo  which  gentlemen  have  dis- 
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cnssed— Shall  the  existteg  prot«etiTe  eystati  be 
m^ntaioed,  or  shall  it  be  OTerUirowii,  either  hj 
direct  abolition,  or  by  ootnprotniBe  f 

1  hsTB  listened,  air,  to  this  disonsBion  with 
great  interest.  The  magnitnde  of  the  ec 
qnences  which  all  admit  depend  upon  itj  and 
tne  abilitj  with  which  it  has  I>een  soataiDed, 
have  made  it  to  me  a  memorable  and  inetmo- 
tive  occauon.  Bnt  in  all  that  I  have  heard 
there  has  been  onlj  one  planrible  reason  sog- 
gesled  for  the  abaJidonment  of  the  protective 
system.  That  reason  is,  that  the  ajetem  oper- 
ates with  a  local  and  partial  severity  upon  the 
plantiiig  States.  It  is  tme  that  other  conrideT' 
atioQS  are  pressed  in  argnment.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  who  has  jnst  resamed  his 
seat,  (Mr.  Wilde,)  does  not  confine  himself  ei- 
clnrirely  to  the  sectional  objection.  Else- 
where, as  well  as  in  the  Sonth,  Uiere  is  hostility 
to  the  Bysteni.  Elsewhere,  as  well  as  there, 
there  ore  political  economists  and  politicians 
who  m^tain  that  it  rests  npon  an  nnscnrnd 
theory  of  the  wealth  of  nations ;  that  it  mtdoly 
depresses  and  undoly  fosters  individual  inter- 
ests ;  that  it  is  aristocratical  and  anti-repnbli- 
oan  in  ita  tendeadea,  and  that  it  prodncei,  in 
the  long  mn,  national  loss  and  national  immo- 
rality. Elsewhere,  as  well  as  there,  there  are 
pnrsnita  on  which  some  of  its  provisions  do 
press  with  onqnestionable  seventy.  Every- 
where, as  well  as  there,  it  prodnoes  some  good 
and  some  evil,  like  all  other  contrivances  of 
man  ;  and  it  dividee  public  opinion,  to  some 
extent,  like  every  other  Bnbject  which  address- 
es itself  to  the  reason  and  pasdona  of  man. 
Bnt  I  am  snre  I  speak  the  sentiment  of  nine  in 
ten  of  tiie  committee  when  I  say  tiiat,  were  it 
not  for  Its  alleged  severity  of  pressnre  npon  the 
Sonth,  there  wonld  be  no  plannbility  whatso- 
ever in  this  formidable  attack  npon  it.  Bnt  for 
this  .we  shonid  utterly  r^eot  the  snggestion  so 
often  reiterated  here  and  elsewhere,  that  the 
extingnishment  of  the  national  debt  affords  a  fit 
opportunity  for  overthrowing  it  We  dioold 
see  nothing  at  all  of  that  crisis  which  ingf^ree 
BO  mnch  newspaper  eloqnence.  What,  bnt  for 
this,  shonid  we  do  t  Why,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
as  fast  as  we  conld,  we  should  rednce  the  reve- 
noe  to  the  wants  <k  Qovemment,  bnt  we  shonid 
do  this  wiUiont  so  mnch  as  tonchlng  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  protective  portions  of  the  tariff. 
w  details  we  might,  now  or  hereafter,  nodonbt, 
re-examine.  We  might  insert  an  item  here,  or 
strike  ont  another  there ;  we  might  restore  the 
tme  value  of  the  poimd  sterling ;  abolish  the 
mysteries  and  abomination  of  mlnimnms ;  alter 
the  place  and  mode  of  appraising  goods ;  sub- 
stitute cash  payments  of  dnties  for  credits ;  and 
if  any  interest  affected  by  the  general  system 
should  be  fonnd  to  snffer  more  or  gain  less  than 
others,  we  might  relieve  it  by  exemption  or 
drawback ;  but  the  system  itself,  in  its  general 
principle,  grand  ontlines,  and  snbstantia!  oon- 
straction,  nobody  wonld  dream  of  tampering 
with. 

1  repeat  it,  then,  t^  only  plaosible  gronnd  of 


It  oppreases  the  Btatea  of  the  Sontb  ;  that  it 
bHghts  their  harveata,  blaats  their  fietda,  and 
cansee  Uie  grass  to  grow  on  the  wharvea,  and 
in  the  great  thoron^ifitfea  of  their  CMoinerdal 
cities ;  that  it  enhanoes  the  jmoea  of  all  they 
bny,  and  deprevea  the  prieea  of  all  tbey  ariL 

To  this  argnment  cf  the  Sonth,  Tarions  an- 
swers may  be  given.  I  ahall  confine  myaeU,  as 
I  have  said,  to  one,  and  that  a  plain,  (Mvctkal, 
and  intelligible  answer.  It  is  this:  that  the 
injury  which  the  afaandonmoit  of  this  p<^iey 
will  do  to  tite  individnala,  and  to  the  intci««to 
and  aectiona  remotely  or  directly  connected 
with,  and  depMtdent  on,  mannfactnring  and 
deal  indostry,  and  to  the  eoimtry,  will 


I  take  it,  sir,  if  the  &ct  he  eoi,  thiaiaapnqier 
Bi^ument  to  be  addreaaed  to  the  eommlttee. 
It  IS  a  qneetion  of  ezpedieiMT'  we  are  dehating. 
"  The  greatest  good  of  die  greatest  number  "  19 
the  toniina  oonstd^tirai,  is  it  not  t  If  the 
act  to  whldi  gentlnneii  ntge  yon  so  aealondy 
will  occasion  more  evil  than  good,  in  a  lacje 
and  comprehensive  estimate  of  its  oonaeqoenees^ 
will  yon  be  povoaded  into  it ) 

It  is  tme,  certainly,  that  a  different  doctrine 
has  been  innnnated,  if  not  i^>eoly  pressed,  in 
tliis  discnsmon.  It  has  been  argued  that  this  is 
not  a  queetioD  of  expediency,  bnt  of  ri^t,  ins- 
tice,  and  principle.  It  has  been  argued  that, 
Qo  matter  how  great  may  be  the  amount  of  iht 
peonniary,  eetmomical,  individual  and  natjooal 
sacrifice  on  the  one  ude,  occasioned  by  the 
aubversion  of  the  protective  policy,  or  how  triv- 
ial the  oompMiaation  on  the  other,  oar  South- 
ern brethren  may  demand  its  anbTenion  as  ■ 
matter  of  dear  right  and  Juattce.  It  is  argsed, 
or  it  follows  fnW)  what  la  argoed,  tliat  they  may 
put  a  oothw  plantation,  or  a  tobacco  field, 
against  a  thousand  milliwis  of  dollars  of  maoa- 
MOtariog  values,  against  the  occnpations  and 
property  of  seventeen  States,  and  against  the 
wealth,  power,  eqjoymenta,  and  hopea  of  a 
whde  nation ;  and  demand,  as  a  claim  of  mere 
right,  that  the  greater  should  be  sacrificed,  not 
for  the  benefit  of  the  less,  bnt  on  a  gronndlMi 
expectation  of  such  a  benefit.  That  "  great  ia- 
teresta "  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Tir- 
ginia  (Mr.  BocLnm)  lud  suoh  ngnifiesnt  cm- 
phans,  should  prevul  against  email  inlereets, 
and  that  the  migority,  in  a  matter  within  their 
constitutional  competence,  should  prescnbe 
rule  to  the  minority,  is  vehemently  denounced 
as  uqJQst  and  intolerable. 

Sir  I  am  afraid  that  this  laufoageconTeya  no 
usem  meaning,  nor  any  meamng  at  all,  for  the 
direction  of  oor  duty  aa  legislators  in  this  exi- 
gency. Obaerve  that  it  is  not  the  corutitntion- 
al  power  of  the  majority  in  Oongreas  to  make  ■ 
protecting  tariff  which  gentlemen  deny.  Tley 
mean  something  more  and  something  else  than 
this.  Probably  they  do  not  doubt  that  yon  have 
the  constitutional  power  to  collect  a  necessary 
and  (^ven  amount  of  revenue,  in  anch  manixr 
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M  incideataUf  to  extend  protection  to  domestde 
indnstrf.  At  teaat  thej  do  not  very  distinctly 
deny  it.  Observe,  too,  tb&t  they  do  not  con- 
descend to  say  that  the  majority  ought  to  weigh 
this  qnestion  deliberately  and  dispssnonately, 
u  a  grave  and  difficult  qnestion  of  policy,  •wiih 
a  liberal  indnlgenoe  towards  the  opinions  of  the 
minority  and  with  a  determination  if  possible 
to  reconcile  racier  than  sacrifice  the  smaller 
interests,  and  the  anbordinate  good  to  the 
greater.  This  is  not  the  language  of  the  gen- 
tlemen. They  go  a  ^*eat  way  beyond  and  above 
this.  They  mean  to  say,  or  they  say  nothing 
to  the  pnrpose,  that,  in  tins  partloolar  case,  the 
majority  of  this  nation,  acting  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  constitntioQ,  npon  a  sabjeet  within 
the  jnrisdiotion  of  the  General  Government, 
have  no  right  to  determine  the  national  policy, 
or  have  no  right  to  determine  it  as  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  namber  shall  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  majority  reqnire,  but  as  the  minor- 
ity shall  dictate,  Thef  assert  a  moral  right,  or 
,  some  sort  of  right,  not  a  constittitional  one,  to 
have  the  protecdng  system  forthwith  abandon- 
ed with  reference  to  consequences.  Mat  jtu- 
titia,  rvat  calvm,  say  they.  Bir,  the  ardor  of 
debate  has  bnrried  gentlemen  into  exaggerated 
expression  or  eonfasion  of  thoneht.    Let  ns,  to 


fh)m  Georgia  (Ut.  Wildb)  has  just  furnished 
ns  so  many  interesting  recoUectioos,  and  whose 
great  names  he  bas  praised  with  so  much  can- 
dor and  discrimination — "let  ns  seek  for  clear 
ideas."  I  snppose  myself,  upon  the  general 
qnestion  of  oontinmng  or  wic&dra wing  protec- 
tion, to  be  one  of  the  majority  of  this  Legisla- 
tnre.  The  constitntional  power  to  continue  or 
withdraw  protection  is  conceded  to  ns.  By 
what  principle  of  political  morality  ought  we 
to  regnlat«  the  eiercise  of  this  power  ?  For  all 
le^a^tion  which  is  admitted  to  be  authorized 


acter  of  tbe  Government  and  the  separate  eif st- 
ence  of  the  States,  for  all  such  le^slodon,  are 
of  no  importance.  The  power  of  Uie  m^ority, 
and  the  mle  of  political  morality  which  sbonld 
control  its  exercise,  are  precisely  the  same  for 
enoh  legislation,  as  if  the  Government  were 
ooasolidated,  and  onr  people  "  one,  indivisible, 
and  honuMffineona,"  as  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Ueaus  describes  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  of  England.  Local  in- 
terests, pnrsaits,  and  opinions  there  are,  of 
oonrse,  different,  oonflioting,  almost  irrecon- 
cilable. The  Sonthjthe  North,  the  West, have 
each  their  own.  We  are  called  to  deliberate 
upon  a  policy  wbicli  affects  them  all ;  some 
favorably,  others  nnfiiiTorably,  or  less  favorably. 
What  is  the  rule  of  onr  right  and  onr  duty  f 


these  interests,  and  promote  the  good  of  all,  and 
of  all  equally.  Bnt  that  is  impossible.  What 
then  are  we  to  do  ?    Consult  the  greatest  good 


of  the  greatest  number ;  regardless  where  or  on 
whom  the  particular  hfurdship  which  alt  general 
policy  must  produce  Bhall  fall,  but  regretting 
that  it  should  fall  on  anybody,  and  lightening  it 
as  well  as  we  may.  The  moral  right  of  the 
minority  is  that  the  majority  shall  exercise  a 
sound  discretion  in  good  nith.  The  moral  dnty 
of  tlie  minority  is  acquiescence.  If  they  are 
subjected  to  loss  and  hardship,  and  it  be  direct, 
speoiflo,  measurable  in  money,  or  such  as  the 
ouBtomB  of  civil  societies  recognize  as  a  fit  sub- 
ject of  compensation,  they  must  be  compen- 
sated. If  not  so,  it  is  what  the  gentleman  rrom 
South  Carolina  calls  damnum  ab*gue  injuria. 
Extreme  oases  provide  for  themselves,  and  are 
a  law  unto  themselves.  All  thiSj  Jeremy  Ben- 
tham  and  the  Westmuister  Renew,  to  which 
we  have  been  sent,  in  the  conrse  of  this  discns- 
non,  to  learn  political  economy,  would  say  is 
too  olear  for  argnment.  I  agree,  certainly,  that 
it  is  a  very  grave  question  of  expediency, 
whether  we  shdl  perpetuate  a  system  which  is 
supposed  to  distribute  ita  good  and  its  evil 
sectionally ;  its  good  over  one  re^on,  and  its 
evil  over  another.  I  should  hesitate  a  Uttie 
longer  perhaps  npon  a  measure  which  was  op- 
posed by  tho  entire  people  of  a  single  State, 
than  npon  one  which  was  opposed  by  an  eqnal 
number  of  persons  scattered  through  the  twenty- 
four  States.  If  the  navigating  interest  of  this 
country  were  confined  to  South  Carolina,  and 
her  whole  population  were  ooDcemod  in  that 
interest,  gentlemen  might  not  think  it  expedient 

ferhaps  to  burden  it  as  they  burden  it  now. 
he  power  and  right  of  the  m^ority,  and  the 
dnty  of  the  minority,  would,  however,  remain 
the  same. 

Then,  sir,  to  pass  on.  If  the  injury  to  other 
sections,  interests,  and  individuals,  and  to  the 
nation,  will  exceed  the  benefit  to  the  Sonth,  the 
measure  recommended  is  inexpedient,  and  must 
be  rejected.  Take,  then,  as  well  as  you  can, 
the  dimensions  of  the  evil  of  aU  sorts,  which 
you  will  do  if  yon  overturn  this  system.  Con- 
sider first  the  magnitude  and  character  of  the 
interests  which  it  shelters,  and  their  clums 
npon  your  core,  I  could  not,  in  on  hour,  enu- 
merate the  various  agricultural  produeta  and 
branches  of  mechanical  and  mannfactaring  in- 
dustry, which  make  up  the  vast  aggregate  and 
eonfferui,  so  to  speak,  of  your  protected  inter- 
ests. It  would  be  Btitl  less  easy  to  express 
their  value  in  "moneyBnnmbered,"orto  gauge 
the  height,  depth,  lenstb,  and  breadth  of  the 
misohief  which  is  meditated.  Yon  know,  in 
general,  that  this  interest  has  swollen  to  many 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Yonknow  that  it 
comprehends  many  agricultural  products  to 
which  the  wisdom  of  all  civilized  nations  has 
ascribed  the  first  importance,  and  the  whole 
circle  of  the  plain,  substantial,  and  useful  arts, 
trades,  and  branches  of  manufacture,  which 
characterize  the  Jndioions  and  practical  mdostry 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  of  men,  wheresoever 
upon  earth  they  are  found.  Yon  know  that  it 
Is  no  local  or  subordinate  Interest.    Viewing  it 


.yGoogIc 


'^: 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THE 

TV  Tariff— Rtdiutiai  <^Dvtia — Pntactim  la  Home  Imdutrf. 


merelj  Bs  a  bnsineBS  which  is  poraned,  and  a 
property  whtch  is  holden  by  individoala,  it  is 
pDrsued  and  holdea  in  the  East,  in  the  central 
States,  in  the  West,  in  the  Boath,  and  in  the 
Southwest ;  and  thonsands  of  thoee  claasea  of 
OUT  citizens  whom  the  lepslator  would  most 
wish  to  favor,  laborers,  mechanics,  farmers, 
capitaliata  of  middling  fortunes,  their  own  ac- 
qnieitJOD,  have  connected  themselves  insepBrobly 
with  its  prosperity  and  its  decline.  1  might 
impress  perhaps  a  more  vivid  and  jnat  concep- 
tion of  its  importance  and  character,  by  enter- 
ing into  some  details.  Bnt  it  is  needless.  I 
speak  to  atatasmen  who  hold  the  fate  of  the 
whole  national  industry  in  their  hands,  who 
are  now  deliberating  upon  a  meaenre  pregnant 
with  ita  fate,  and  thej  have  sorely  prepared 
themselves  for  such  a  duty  by  a  careml  survey 
of  ita  particular  employments,  as  well  as  its 
grand  aggregate  and  magnitude, 

Remember  now  the  claims  which  this  indus- 
try has  npon  yon.  Sir,  had  theae  interests 
spnutg  qtontoneonsly  np  amongst  ns,  had  they 
growQ  bv  your  n^leot,  instead  of  having 
lonrUhed  by  your  care,  no  statesman  would 
sacrifice  or  tamper  with  them.  They  are  too 
vast  and  precious  to  be  thrown  away,  "  as  a 
drunliard  fiings  his  treasure  from  bim,"  and  too 
,  complex  and  delicate  to  be  subjected  to  bold  the- 
ones  and  untried  experiments.  Bnt  to  pass  a 
bill  in  two  secUons,  snch  as  this  of  the  Oom- 
niittee  of  Ways  and  Ueani,  dooming  the  whole 
body  of  them  to  min,  ntter  and  immediate,  no 
Qovemment  which  C^od  ever  suffered  to  stand 
one  hundred  years  npon  the  earth  ever  did  such 
a  deed.  However  they  may  have  grown  np, 
whoncesoever  they  came,  every  Govemmeut 
deserving  the  name  of  a  Qovemment,  every 
statesman  aspiring  to  the  cliaracter  of  a  states- 
man, would  regard  them  as  a  vast  addition  to 
the  wealth,  capacities,  enjoyment,  and  power 
of  the  nation,  and  would  onItivat«  them  accord- 
inriy. 

Bnt  attend  to  the  natore  and  limtutions  of 
this  pledge.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  aaanr- 
ance  given  to  the  csftital  and  labor  of  the  conn- 
try,  by  the  passage  of  yonr  various  tarifib  of 
protection!  Why,  yon  undertook,  to  those 
who  acted  on  it,  to  continue  to  afibrathemsnch 
and  so  much  protection  aounst  foreigners  as 
yon  can  afford  by  any  practicable  assessment  of 
duties  of  revenue.  You  are  not  to  raise  revenue 
for  protection.  Yon  raise  it  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  the  army,  the  navy, 
civil  list,  pensions,  and  miscellanies,  and  you 
are  to  raise  no  more  than  is  necessary  for  those 

Eurposes.  The  amonnt  thus  rused  is  first  to 
e  fixed  by  reference  to  those  purposes,  and 
then  that  amonnt  is  to  be  distributed  upon  the 
ot^ects  of  importation,  as  to  afford  the  utmost 
practicable  incidental  protection  to  domestic 
manufactures,  if  so  mncn  is  necessary.  If  that 
blessed  oonsnmmatioa  so  devoutly  wished  by 
the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  should  ever  be  realised,  and  the  Oovem- 
ment   should    come    to   be   administered  for 
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nothing,  the  manufacturer  geta  no  more  protec- 
tion in  this  form.  If  five  millions  shoald  ever 
suffice  to  defray  the  expenses  of  administering 
it,  that  sum  measures  the  limits  of  protection. 
Bo  far  the  manufacturer  takes  his  risk,  because 
he  reposes  upon  a  system  which  conples  protec- 
tion with  revenne,  and  makes  protection  sub- 
ordinate to  revenne. 

Sir,  I  limit  and  qualify  this  legislative  pledge 
still  more  strictly,  I  agree  that,  if  after  the 
adaption  of  the  protective  policy  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, after  capital  had  oeen  invested,  and 
manufactures  hod  begun  to  spring  up  beneath 
that  policy ;  if,  after  all  this,  a  new  state  of 
facts  substantially  should  present  itself;  if  it 
should  be  ascertuned  either  that  no  fbrtber 
protection  was  necessary,  the  mannfactnres 
naving  outgrown  that  necesrity,  or  that  all 
fnrther  protection  was  onavailing  and  inexpe- 
dient, it  being  discovered  to  be  imposable  to 
introdnce  or  sust^  them  by  such  means,  or 
that  unforeseen  and  great  mischiefs  to  other 

fiaromomit  interests  would  attend  their  success- 
ul  introduction  by  snch  means,  then  the  pledge 
would  be  no  longer  obligatory,  and  Government 
mi^ht  abandon  tiie  policy  of  protection  without 
Btoming  its  honor,  or  impuring  confidence  in  its 
Justice.  To  this  extent  also  tiie  mannfactnrer 
takes  his  risk. 

This  brings  ns,  sir,  to  the  great  question  opmi 
which  this  deliberation,  in  the  view  of  a  prac- 
tical statesman,  mainly  turns.  Has  a  st^  of 
facts,  substantially  new  and  material,  arisen 
since  the  year  1621,  or  the  year  1S2B,  which 
discharges  yon  of  yonr  pledge,  and  renden  it 
honorable,  expedient,  and  honest  to  abandon 
the  protected  interests,  and  change  the  policy 
then  deliberately  adopted  (  Sir,  tiie  Congress 
of  1824,  and  that  of  ISSS,  had  their  duty  to  do, 
and  we  have  ours.  They  bad  their  reepona- 
blltties,  and  we  have  ours.  In  the  discharge  of 
that  duty,  under  the  whole  weight  of  that 
responsibility,  they  settied  this  policy,  and,  in 
view  of  the  vast  interests  now  embarked  in  it, 
we  are  to  assume  that  it  was  rightly  settled. 
Our  bnsinen  is  to  inquire  whether,  in  the  eight 
years  which  have  since  eli^ised,  matter  At  iMf( 
faeU)  has  arisen,  requiring  us  to  undo  what  Uiey 
have  done.  Has  it  been  ascertained,  then,  that 
no  fiirtber  protection  is  necessary,  mannfactoies 
having  outgrown  such  necessity  t  Nobody  pre- 
tends this.  It  is  admitted  by  every  one  who 
has  debated  this  question  here,  and  by  the 
whole  anti-tariflf  pi^es,  that  oontinned  protec- 
tion to  some  extent  is  indiq^ensable^  if  the 
object  be  to  ret^  the  mannfactnrers  m  that 
business,  and  keep  np  the  wages  of  labor.  If  the 
object  be  to  drive  them  out  of  their  business,  or 
to  reduce  the  wages  of  free  labor  to  « level  with 
the  wages  of  European  pauperism,  it  is  a  di^r- 
ent  thing.  Eas  it  been  ascertained,  however. 
let  it  be  further  demanded,  that  the  protectee 
manufacturers  have  reached  such  a  point  that 
the  rate  of  duties  proposed  by  the  bill  submitted 
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it  ascertuned  that  the  propoaed  dnUes  are  as 
accurately  adapUd  and  a^jaated  to  the  preBent 
condition  of  domeBtio  maDnfactares,  as  the 
existing  duties  were  adapted  to  their  condition 
when  toej  were  laid  on. 

Id  1834  and  1828  oertain  prot«oUng  datiea 
were  imposed.  Tlus  was  done  upon  great  con- 
Btderatitui,  and  a  careful  studj  of  thie  moat 
complex  anlyeot  in  all  its  parts  and  all  its  bear- 
ingB.  It  haa  not  been  intimated  bj  buj  gentle- 
man, and  not  ft  tittle  of  proof  has  been  adduced 
on  tbis  oocaeion  to  show  that  those  duties, 
taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  our  mann< 
Dacturee  then,  were  too  high  for  their  object — 
effectnal  protection.  But  it  is  a  common  and 
plaoHible  thing  to  aa;  that  as  a  manufiviture 
KTows,  and  atrikee  its  root  deeper,  and  acqaires 
hardihood  and  a  Belf-sustaining  oapadt;,  as  skill 
is  improved,  and  capital  flows  into  the  emploj- 
ment,  and  domestic  competition  becomes  adven- 
tnrons  and  fortunate,  that,  then,  leas  than  the 
original  degree  of  protection  is  necessaty,  and 
dnties  may  come  down  somewhat.  This  is  the 
argument  from  which  there  is  most  to  dread. 
Sir,  this  project  of  reducing  doties  of  protec- 
tion, to  keep  pace  with  a  snpposed  advance- 
ment of  the  manufacture,  is  tne  most  delicate 
business  that  ever  was  undertaken.  The  prob- 
lem is  this;  if  aii^percent.  was  only  adequate 
protection  in  1882 1  Nay,  the  problem  ia  still 
more  complicated.  Yon  propose  to  aboUsh 
minimnnu ;  and  therefore  the  question  is,  wliat 
ad  valorem  dntj  now  will  be  an  exact  equivalent 
for  the  artificial  specific  dnty  of  the  eiiating 
tariff!  Here,  precision,  certainty,  proof,  accu- 
rate calculation,  ore  every  thing.  Five  per 
ceoL  more  or  less  may  m^e  all  the  difference 
between  a  protecting  duty  and  a  duty  which 
yidds  no  protection.  The  loose,  indolent,  and 
misobievons  BDggeetion  so  often  repeated,  with 
so  little  meaning,  that  manufactures  can  now 
to  a  great  degree  take  care  of  themselve^Js  an 
miBaie  guide  of  practical  le^slatlCHi.  Where 
ore  the  proofs  on  which  yon  assert  that  this 
industry  can  gnst^n  this  reduction!  Show 
your  estimates.  Work  out  the  sum.  Take  the 
complex  and  eareM  calculation  upon  which 
the  Congress  of  1828  proceeded ;  go  over  item 
by  item,  and  let  us  see  apon  what  suppoaed 
alteration  of  circumstances  yon  gronnd  this 
porilons  experiment.  The  cost  of  foreign  pro- 
auction,  the  cost  of  domestic  production,  the 
dangers  from  fiactuations  of  foreign  markets 
and  bnsiness,  and  from  frands  upon  your  own 
cnstom-housea,  is  there  any  new  light  upon 
these  subjects!  Have  you  examined  witnesses! 
Have  you  so  much  aa  read  on  affidavit !  Have 
you  t^en  an  observation !  or  do  jou  go  by  deed 
reckoning !  And,  either  way,  do  let  us  look 
over  your  day's  work  I  Sir,  they  who  are  striv- 
ing to  overturn  the  system  of  protection,  act 
intelligently  and  consistentiy  in  voting  for  this 
redoction  of  duty,  if  they  can  obtain  no  more, 
r^ardlesa  of  its  extent  and  consequences.  But 
I  entreat  the  majority  of  this  House,  the  friends 
and  framers  of  the  system,  to  be  cautions  how 
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they  receive  the  delusive,  or,  at  the  beet,  doubt- 
ful proposition,  that  a  duty  of  one-half  will 
as  effectually  protect  the  interests  to  which  they 
are  devoted,  now,  as  the  whole  dnty  protected 
them  when  it  was  first  imposed.  Tbey  may 
voluntarily  renounce  protection,  if  they  think 
the  times  demand  the  sacrifice.  But  let  them 
not  be  deluded  out  of  it ;  nor  attempt  to  soothe 
the  country  by  the  pretence  that  it  has  been 
preserved,  when  they  know  it  has  not,  or  do 
not  know  that  it  haa. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  submit  that  it  has  not 
been  ascertained,  since  1834  or  18S6,  that  no 
fiirther  protection  is  necessary,  nor  that  the  pro- 
posed degree  of  reduced  protection  is  all  which 


Well,  sir,  has  it  been  ascertained  that  protec- 
tion is  unavailing  and  inexpedient,  it  beiog  now 
discovered  to  be  imposuble  to  introduce  domea- 
tic  manufactures  by  such  means  at  all,  or  at 
least  without  great  and  disproportionate  ex- 
penses !  Let  it  be  premised  that  it  is  only  four 
years  since  the  system  was  consummated. 
Even  if  yon  date  back  from  1824,  it  is  quite 
too  short  a  time  to  develop  the  fair  action  of  a 
complex  policy  like  this.  He  ia  a  bold  states- 
man, and  that  is  a  bold  party  and  a  bold  Admin- 
istration which  will  say  the  result  of  such  an 
experiment  has  demonstrated  that  this  kind  of 
industry  cannot  be  engrafted  upon  the  stock  of 
the  masculine  morality,  energetic  habits,  theskill, 
perseverance,  and  frugality  of  this  people.  How- 
ever the  system  had  operated,  nobody  could  say 
it  had  failed  on  a  fsir  trial,  and  therefore  should 
be  abandoned.  Bat  I  go  further.  I  ask  every 
member  of  tiiia  committee,  if  even  the  brief, 
and  in  some  respects  nnfovorable  experiment 
which  has  been  mode,  does  not  prove  conclu- 
sively that  this  seed  is  sown  on  good  ground, 
and  that,  although  it  is  yet  but  in  the  blade 
and  the  green  ear,  it  will  shoot  higher,  and 
bring  forth  of  fuU  com  in  the  ear  a  hundred 
fold.  You  have  not  overrated  the  capacities  of 
your  country,  nor  erred  in  yoar  viuon  of  her 
greatness.  We  see  far  enough  to  know  that 
whatever  of  wealth,  power,  enjoyment,  and 
aggrandizement,  a  diverufied,  persevering,  re- 
warded, intellectual  industry  will  bestow  upon 
a  nation,  is  already  within  our  grasp.  We  see 
far  enough  to  know  that  the  same  great  power 
of  the  Booial  world,  which  reareo  and  which 
upholds  the  strong  columns  of  England's  ocean 
throne,  will  carry  ns  up  also  to  the  same  daz- 
zling elevation,  and  cover  us  over,  in  the  ful- 
ness of  time,  with  the  same  brightness  of  glory. 
Sia  tibi  tluKn  itur  ad  attra  I 

Gentiemen  say,  however,  that  they  admit  you 
can  introduce  and  establish  manuAtctures  by  a 
protective  policy,  but  it  will  coat  too  mncli. 
The  price  paid  by  the  consumers  of  the  country  ia 
too  high,  and  the  remuneration  which  we  antlci- 

Cis  too  remote  and  too  inadequate.  Bir,  thit 
not  come  to  the  point.  Tou  expected  it 
wonld  cost  something  thus  to  introduce  maniv 
faotures,  when  you  adopted  this  policy.  Yon 
expeotea  a  temporary  enhancement  of  prices  to 
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the  coneomers,  siid  jan  looked  forward  to  & 
great  ultimate  national  coropensatioQ,  orerbal- 
lanoing  this  sacrifice, "  eatiting  yonr  bread  upon 
the  waters  to  receive  it  agdn  after  many 
daya." 

The  trne  qneation  is  this :  Haaitbeenprored, 
bj;  tie  experiment  of  these  eight  veara,  that  it 
will  cost  more  than  yon  expected  to  estahliah 
mauufaotnree  by  a  protective  policy?  Do 
prices  Htand  higher,  or  is  domestic  competition 
less  enterprising  and  saccessfbl,  or  have  mann- 
fsotnres  driven  more  feebly  Uian  yon  antici- 
pated, rendering  it  probable  that  yon  will  be 
forced  to  ^ve,  not  too  much  for  the  whistle, 
but  mora  than  yoQ  meant  to  give  t  Sir,  the 
reverse  of  all  this  has  happened.  The  &iends 
and  foes  of  the  syatem  have  been  alike  disap- 

Kinted  by  its  splendid  and  qnick  snocess. 
ioea  have  foUen,  from  some  caoee,  competition 
is  crowded  and  bold,  and  mannfactnres  have 
multiplied  themaelves,  if  it  so  pleases  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Tenneasee, "  beyond  the  dreams  of 
avarice,"  or  of  entfansiasm. 

Has  the  experiment  proved  that  the  anoceas- 
fnl  introduction  of  manufactures,  by  aid  of  tliis 
kind  of  legislation,  works  ont  in  any  way  an 
overbalance  of  national  injnry !  Does  it  ope- 
rate to  difflinieh  revenue,  or  to  depress  trade, 
navif^tion,  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  the 
wages  of  labor  t  Do  the  great  cities  wither 
nnder  this  onrsef  Does  the  country  wither 
nnder  it  1  Does  it  begin  to  develop  anti-repnh- 
lican  and  aristooratical  iuflaenoes  in  oor  society ! 
No,  sir ;  the  genUeman  Irom  Tennessee  himself 
admits  that  the  eye  of  man  never  reposed  upon 
a  more  soothing  spectacle  of  general  enjoyment 
and  prosperity  than  that  which  this  whole  land 
— eicepting  only,  what  I  do  not  except,  the 
Southern  region  of  misery — this  moment  pre- 
sents.   "  Thrioe  bappy,  if  we  but  knew  our  hi^ 

Will  it  be  said,  however,  that  public  senti- 
ment has  at  length  declared  against  the  sys- 
tem, and  that  this  is  a  new  fact,  relieving  you 
of  your  pledgOj  and  requiring  you  to  retrace 
your  steps  t  Sir,  it  should  be  home  in  mind 
that  the  Government  settled  this  policy  agtunst 
a  very  divided  public  opinion,  and  tliere- 
fore  the  continuance  of  such  a  divided  opinion 
ongbt  to  be  cautionsly  received,  as  a  reason 
for  receding  from  it.  I  do  not  know  that 
in  1831  the  weight  of  opinion  was  not  against 
the  protecting  tariff.  The  literary  press  of 
this  country  and  of  England,  the  professed  and 
perhaiJH  sincere  sentiments  of  British  states- 
men given  ont  in  Parliament  about  that  time, 
the  whole  navigating  and  commercial  interests, 
the  united  East  and  Soath,  some  of  the  £rst 
abilities  of  the  day  in  Congress,  encountered  by 
great  abilities,  it  is  true,  on  the  other  side ; 
these  were  agunst  it,  and  yet  it  waa  adopted. 
Is  anybody  so  weak  as  to  suppose  that  a  trial 
of  eight  years  woold  convert  all  this  body  of 
opposition  ever  to  the  torifft  Oan  you  then 
honorably  ni^  this  anticipated  continuance  of 
hostility,  suppoung  it  were  undiminished,  as  a 
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raaBOO  for  giving  up  a  system  with  which  so 
many  interests  have  «nce  been  intertwiDed, 
and  which  yon  adopted  in  defiance  of  tbst  hos- 
tility !  But,  Ar,  tlus  is  not  all.  Every  candid 
man  who  hears  me,  will  admit  that  pablic  senti- 
ment is  more  favorable  to  the  preservation  <rf 
the  tari^  than  it  was  to  its  paaaaan.  Tin 
press,  the  elections,  the  voice  of  the  Northern 
States,  Maryland,  of  East  Tenneasee,  every 
thing  pinvea  it. 

Will  it  be  said  finally,  that  althooffb  <R>pa»- 
tion  has  diminished  npon  the  whiue,  it  has 
however  assumed  an  anomalous,  organized, 
semi-boUigerent  form  in  one  8tat« ;  that  South 
Carolina  wiU  secede  from  the  Union  in  five 
months,  if  you  do  not  abandon  the  protected 
interests?  Is  this  a  new  and  material  fiKt, 
which  requires  us  to  abandon  them  t 

This  is  a  topic  of  great  delicacy.  Tbe  lees 
perhiqiB  I  say  about  it,  the  better.  It  may 
appear  presumptuous  in  me,  after  the  aolemn 
asseveration  of  tie  gentleman  from  Sontli  Caro- 
lina, (Ur,  UoDuvFiE,)  whose  great  talents  and 
energetic  and  persevering  character  so  weQ  fit 
him  for  fulfilling  his  own  prediction,  if  he 
should  t)e  BO  minded,  (I  do  not  think  he  will.) 
to  express  the  opinion  that  South  Carolina  will 
neither  nullify  nor  secede ;  yet  sncli  la  never- 
theleas  my  prevailing  opinion,  and  oert^oly  my 
hope.  One  thing  I  ta^e  leave  to  say,  with  the 
freedom  which  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of  the 
homblest  in  this  body.  She  has  no  more  ri^t, 
and  no  fairer  pretext,  to  leave  the  Union,  if  yon 
continne  this  policy,  than  Massscbnsetts  has  to 
go,  if  you  ab^don  it  No  caauistiy  oan  dis- 
tiiiguiBh  between  the  two  casesL  In  1818,  Hw- 
sacnnsetts  resisted  tie  adoption  d  the  policy, 
and  South  Carolina  favored  it  In  ISMaod 
1B28,  they  stood  together  in  opposition.    It 


capital  from  the  sea,  and  witb  no  good  grace  at 
first  began  to  manu&ctore.  Bonth  Carolina 
stood  ont  agunst  the  law.  She  asks  jaa  to 
repeal  it  to-da^  because  it  does  her  a  great 
injury.  MassacCusetta  asks  yon  not  to  repeal 
it  b^^nse  that  will  do  her  a  great  ii^iiry. 
Wbere  is  the  difference}  But  the  gentleman 
said  that  it  is  a  great  prindple  Sonth  Carolina 
contends  for ;  that  her  cause  is  glorious,  com- 
mending her,  whether  she  succeecTor  fail,  to  the 
approbation  of  the  world  and  posterity. 

Sir,  there  is  no  more  principle  on  die  South 
Carolina  side  of  this  controversy,  than  there  Is 
on  the  Massachusetts  side  of  it  She  would 
repeal  tbe  law,  t*  benefit  her  cotton  plantoa. 
We  would  retain  it,  to  benefit  our  cotton,  wo<d- 
len,  and  gloss  mannfactnrers,  and  keep  np  ttw 
wages  of  free  labor.  It  does  no  discredit  to 
either  State  to  admit  that  it  is  a  matter  nf 
property  and  Interest  which  ia  in  dispate.  I 
think  Burke  says  that  all  the  great  conteata  for 
liberty  in  modern  times  have  turned  chiefly 
upon  questions  of  taxing.  But  I  oaiutot  allow 
that  one  State  has,  in  this  particular,  any  adna- 
tage  over  the  other. 
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ITow,  sir,  I  will  Judge  other  States  \>j  mj  own 
State.  Wben  I  retnm  to  m;  ooniititawta,  and 
thef  ask  me  If  thia  rote  which  I  am  to  giro 
will  not  help  to  AAre  South  Oarolina  out  ot  the 
Union.  I  ahall  answer  no ;  that  Sonth  Oarolina 
in  oa  patriotio  oa  Uaaaachtuotta.  I  shaU  remind 
them  that  if  this  great  question  had  gone  axiunst 
OS ;  bad  Oongreas  in  good  futh,  and  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  best  dlsore^on,  decided  to  abandon 
the  protective  system  altogether,  and  thus  had 
swept  the  "  sweet  and  cheerfiil  snrfaoe "  of 
Massachnsetta  as  bj  the  fire  of  jadgment ;  I 
shall  remind  them  that  she  wonlo.  not  aeoede, 
and  that  Sonth  Oarolina  is  no  leas  nor  more 
patriotio  tlksn  Hassoohnsetts.  Of  conrse,  the 
press  will  be,  as  it  ia,  infliunmatorj ;  turbulent 
conventions  will  be  holden ;  loft?,  pasmooate 
langnage  will  be  attered ;  rash  overt  acts  even 
maj  be  done.  Bat  I  trost  still  that  her  statee- 
men,  and  men  of  lead,  talent,  and  ednoation ; 
her  moral  and  religions  men ;  her  men  of 
weight,  property,  and  charaoter;  and,  above 
dU,  the  old  Sonth  Carolina  rank  and  file,  will 
stand  steadfast  for  onion,  as  they  were  once 
foremost  and  first  for  independenoe.  In  this 
all  of  ns  may  be  mistaken,  Bnt,  at  all  events, 
I  do  not  reoc^nixe,  in  the  position  of  Bonth 
Carolina,  that  new  and  nnezpected  &ct  which 
I  demand  as  the  oonditjon  upon  which  this 
pledge  may  be  diaregarded,  and  these  interesta 
sacrificed. 

Look,  then.  sir.  at  the  evil  which  yon  will 
do.  Ton  violate  in  aome  sort  the  plighted  futh 
of  the  nation.  Ton  inSict  an  inlnry  npon  thoee 
who  have  expected  every  thmg  from    yonr 


manner  or  the  degree  of  the  effect  which  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Oommitteo  of  Ways  and 
Ueans  will  produce.  The  delnge  will  sweep 
over  tlie  whole  land,  and  swell  op  to  the  tops 
of  the  moontains.  How  many  may  escape 
drowning,  what  new  fonnationa  may  grow,  and 
after  what  interval,  npon  the  mine  of  tbt^  old 
and  fur  creation  that  will  have  perished  in  the 
'  flood?  Sir,  this  is  a  speculation  into  which  I 
have  no  meana  or  spirit  to  enter.  Some  conse- 
qnences,  however,  of  passing  aacb  a  bill  as  that, 
are  manifest.  That  vast  mass  of  property  in 
manofsctures  on  hand;  bnildinga,  machinery, 
etook  in  nil  stages  of  the  process,  fabrics  nn- 
Bold,  wool,  sheep,  and  the  rest,  would  fall  at 
onoe,  and  irrecoverably  and  incalcolably  in 
value.  WbeeU  will  stop ;  operatives  wiU  be 
dismissed;  bankruptcy  will  follow;  and  sod- 
den and  violent  transfers  of  property,  and  great 
speculations  on  great  sacrifices.  A  shock  will 
be  given  to  indaslry  throngh  all  its  thoosandem- 
[Joymeota.  After  some  interval,  perhaps,  of  de- 
preseion  and  apprehension,  capitalista  would 
resome  the  bnsmess  with  diminished  confl- 
denoe,  reduced  and  unsteady  profits,  and  the 
wages  of  tree  labor  at  nine  pence  a  day.  Sir, 
whether  manufacturing  industry  does  or  does 
not  survive  this  blow,  Uie  statesman,  the  party, 


the  Administration,  which  tnfiicta  it,  has  a  great 
deal  to  answer  for  in  this  world. 

Bnt  this  is  not  half  the  evil.  The  statesman 
who  does  this  deed,  is  goilty  of  prodigally 
squandering  away  a  national  property  worth 
more  than  the  public  donuun.  He  fiioge  f^m 
him,  like  a  spendthrift  heir,  all  that  has  yet 
been  done  for  the  establiahment  of  domestio 
maonfacturee.  He  turns  the  shadow  npon  the 
dial  many  degrees  backwards :  and  now,  after 
so  roach  skill  has  been  acquired,  and  so  much 
capital  turned  in ;  Jnst  when  the  first  evils  uid 
aaorifioee  which  attend  the  introdnction  of  this 
indoatry  by  legialativa  ud,  are'  beginning  to  be 
compensated ;  Just  when  prices  and  profits  are 
fallen  to  thtir  lowest  desirable  point,  and  wa^ 
are  steady  and  reasonable,  and  competition 
eager ;  Jost  wben  that  whioh  waa  sown  in 
weaknew  is  riung  in  strength,  he  throws  it  all 
as  a  useless  thing  away.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe 
that  Adam  Smim  or  Hr.  Huskisson,  if  they 
were  alive  and  here  to-day,  would  give  yon  suoa 
counsel.  All  men  admit,  and  free  trade  the- 
orista  as  fdlly  as  any.  that  manofactnres  are  in- 
dispensable to  the  nigher  attainments  of  na- 
tional greatnesB,  and  consideration,  and  wealth, 
and  e^oymentC  Nobody  has  demonstrated 
this  proposition  so  well  as  Adam  Smith,  What 
they  contend  for  is,  that  yon  ahall  not  force 
manufactures  npon  onr  people  by  commercial 
regolation.  They  are  a  great  good,  only  jo<a 
may  give  too  mnch  for  it.  But  they  all  admit 
th^  mannfacturoe,  however  nnphilosopbically 
introdooed  and  sostained,  wben  eetaolished, 
are  a  perennial  spring  of  reaonroe  and  energy 
to  a  State.  They  alladnuttiiatitistheindasbry 
of  England,  helped  forward  perhaps  by  a  hun- 
dred foolish  laws  of  Edward  or  Mxabeth,  which 
has  placed  her  at  the  head  of  modem  civilixa' 
tion,  and  put  into  her  bands  more  than  the 
sceptre  of  the  sea.  Why,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  himself  (Mr.  Bouldoj)  agrees  with 
Alexander  Hamilton  in  his  estimate  of  the  na- 
tional importance  of  roannfactnring  industry. 
Now  you  choose  to  begin  by  forcing  this  spe- 
cies of  industry  by  a  protectini;  tariff.  Grant 
that  yon  started  wrong.  It  is  better  to  go 
throngb  than  to  go  back.  It  is  more  econom- 
ical to  do  so.  Do  you  not  see  that  the  county 
has  grown  to  yoor  laws  t  Occupation,  ospltu, 
hope,  whioh  is  the  life  of  the  world,  are  they 
not  rapidly  accoromodating  themselves  to  this 
policy )  The  first  bad  effecta,  the  disturbance 
and  derangement  which  mark  the  moment  of 
its  introduction,  are  disappearing.  Consumers 
of  all  classes  feel  the  benefits  of  a  fall  domes- 
tio competition.  A  great  body  of  skill  is  gen- 
erated, worth  more,  in  the  contemplation  of 
philosophical  statennanahip,  than  a  tbooiiand 
minea  of  barbaric  gold.  I  suspect,  theretbre, 
that  if  Adam  Smith  were  to  come  into  this 
Ball  at  this  moment,  he  woold  tell  ns  that  to 
be  snre  we  bad  started  foolishly ;  that  we  had 
set  at  naught  his  wisest  counsel^  and  wertt 
rather  an  unmanageable  set  of  pupils  In  poliU- 
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oal  ecoDomj ;  bnt  that  we  had  gone  so  far  in, 
that  it  was  better  to  wade  tbrongh  than  tn 
wade  back.  He  would  say,  I  imaglDe,  that 
althoQKh  it  waa  a  bad  cslcnlation  to  prepare 
tbis  ground  and  sow  this  seed,  at  bo  much  ex- 
pense of  time  and  money,  and  againgt  all  the 
theories  of  hnsbaodir,  it  would  be  a  still  worse 
one,  now  that  the  season  is  so  far  advanced, 
and  the  crop  is  half  leg  high,  to  throw  down 
the  fence,  and  turn  the  cattle  in,  and  wait 
tbrongh  another  long  and  dreary  winter,  in  the 
dream  of  witnessing  a  spontaneous  crop  of 
American  wheat  But  wbaterer  he  might  say, 
sure  I  am  the  strong  common  sense  of  Uie  peo- 
ple of  this  oonntij  will  tell  you  this. 

I  observed  jast  now  that  all  men  admit  the 
valne  of  manniactnres  to  a  nation,  althongh 
they  do  not  admit  that  it  is  expedient  to  force 
their  growth  bj'  legislative  stimnlants.  It  es- 
caped my  recollection  at  tiie  moment,  that  the 
gentleman  f^om  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell)  seemed 
to  orKoe  not  merely  against  the  protective  sys- 
tem, Imt  ag^nst  mannfactoring  indnstry  itself 
as  dangerons  or  imdeairable.  He  ar^ed  that 
Enropeaa  feudal  policy  regarded  it  with  favor, 
heoanse  it  threw  great  masses  of  property  into 
few  hands,  depressing  and  impoverishing  the 
body  of  the  people ;  an  aristocratical  arrange- 
ment, bavina  a  tendency  to  nphold  a  privil^^ 
order,  and  Riroishing  reservoirs  and  cisterns, 
whence  princes  and  barons  might  draw  the  pe- 
cuniary means  of  foreign  or  domeatio  war.  Our 
policy  was  diS^ent,  he  argued,  and  would  re- 
gard nuinnfactnriDg  industry  ^fferenUy.  Sir, 
without  int^ndinK  to  go  out  of  my  way  to  dis- 
cuss lliis  interestmg  topic,  I  will  say  that  the 
gentieman's  theory,  however  in«eniously  sup- 
ported,  contradicts  the  whole  histo:^  of  the 
middle  ages,  and  the  whole  history  of  ^European 
politics  and  industry.  That  history  tells  us 
tliat  the  small  commercial  and  manufacturing 
corporations  which  grew  up  by  the  seashoroi 
of  all  the  feudal  kingdoms  of  Europe,  from 
Italy  to  England,  and  from  Spain  to  the  Eanse 
Towns,  were  the  Srst  seats  of  popular  liberty 
in  modem  times.  They  were  the  first,  and 
they  were  long  the  only  spots  where  any  thing 
like  a  free  people  existed,  after  the  wane  of  the 
republican  glory  of  Greece  and  Bome ;  and  it 
was  the  iutmligence  and  spirit  of  ibis  very  pop- 
ulation which  rent  the  gorgeous  and  bloody 
trappings,  and  beat  down  the  castle  walls  of 
feudal  aristocracy,  and  gave  to  the  world  its 
first  idea  of  rcOTesentative,  popular  Govern- 
ment Modem  European  liberty  was  literally 
the  daogbler  of  maniuactnring  and  oommercid 
industry  and  riches.  "  These  pursuits  gave 
men  wealth,  and  wealth  gave  tbem  leisure,  and 
leisure  reHection,  and  reflection  taught  them 
the  knowledge  and  the  worth  of  socli^  right." 
The  maanfaotorers  and  merchants  of  Europe, 
two  hundred  years  before  America  wm  discov- 
ered, almost  in  every  feudal  State,  bad  com- 
pelled the  prioce  and  the  nobles  to  erect  them 
and  their  representatives  into  a  third  branch 
of  the  national  Parliament ;  and  Robertson  ob- 
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serves  "  that  all  the  efforts  for  liberty,  in  every 
country  in  Europe,  have  been  made  by  this 
new  power  of  the  legislature."  It  ia  quite  re- 
markable, that  in  the  time  of  Jamee  I.,  as  the 
accomplished  historian  of  his  reign  informs  n^ 
"the  pnrftans  of  England,  the  Earners  of  the 
English  constitution,  and  the  fouuden  of  the 
free  republics,  and  undefited  religion  of  the  new 
world,  were  of  the  middle  class,  wealthy  tra- 
ders, substantial  shopkeepers,  mechanics,  jonr- 
ncmnen,  and  manufacturers ;  and  that  they  re- 
sided cMefly  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  Bnffolk, 
and  Essex,  in  London,  and  the  clothing  towns 
of  Gloucester,  tJie  mwit  populous  and  most  civ- 
ilized quart«rs  of  England,  the  principal  seat  of 
manufactures,  the  asylum  of  foreign  ProU*t- 
ants,  and  tike  scene  of  a  large  proporUon  of  the 
martyrdoms  t>S  ILnrj."  Let  me  read  to  the 
gentleman  a  sentence  or  two  from  an  article,  in 
perhapa  the  ablest  of  the  British  tory  jonrnali, 
Blackwood's  Magazine.  It  was  written  in 
1981 ;  and  the  writer  b  attempting  to  trace 
the  origin  and  causes  of  that  »>irit  of  reform 
which  at  this  moment  sbakee  all  Eni^and  like 
an  earthquake :  "  The  two  great  powers  oper- 
ating on  human  afTsiru,  which  are  prodocing 
this  progressive  increase  of  democratio  influ- 
ence, are  the  extension  of  macnfactnrea,  and 
the  infinenoe  of  the  daily  press.  Mannfactnre^ 
in  every  age  and  quarter  of  the  globe,  hare 
been  the  fmitfal  source  of  democratic  feeling. 
We  need  not  appeal  to  history  for  this  eternal 
tmth ;  its  oxempliGcation  is  too  manifeat  in 
the  present  time  to  admit  a  moment's  donbt. 
The  manufacturers  reside  in  small  townc.  The 
.members  whom  they  return  to  Parliament  will 
be  the  f^thfol  mirror  of  their  democratio  opin- 
ions. Every  successive  year  brings  one  of  the 
rural  boroughs  within  the  vortex  of  manuloc- 
tnring  wealth,  and  the  contagion  of  manufac- 
turing democracy.  Look  at  Preston  and  oth^s, 
and  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  democratic 
tendency  of  small  manu&ctnring  towns."  I 
really  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  more  to 
prove  tiiat  the  industry  whien  we  ask  yon  to 
protect  is  not  hostile  to  the  genius  of  our  insti- 
tutions, and  the  spirit  of  our  civil  policy. 

Too  see  the  evil  which  you  will  do.  Who 
now  will  show  us  any  good  to  compensate  for  w 
much  evil  t  This  brioga  me  to  the  interetticg 
c[uestion :  is  the  tariff  productive  of  real,  con- 
siderable, uncompensated  injury  to  the  South  t 
I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  question  at  length. 
I  have  esamiued  it  as  well  as  I  could ;  not  Ibr 
tliepnrpoee  of  debating  it  here,  because  I  titongbt 
my  duty  to  the  Sooth,  my  own  oonstituents, 
and  to  the  country,  required  it.  The  opinion 
which  I  have  formed,  atul  on  which  I  shall  act, 
I  ask  briefly  to  declare,  without  troubling  you 
with  the  grounds  of  it  at  large. 

I  do  not  tiiink,  tiien,  that  it  Is  made  out, 
either  as  a  doctrme  of  political  economy  by 
reasoning,  or  as  a  proportion  of  fkct  by  proo^ 
that  the  ensting  protective  system  docs  pro- 
duce evil  In  the  Booth.  Four  of  the  eeven 
Southem  States,  Georgia,  Teniie«ae«,  Alabaina, 
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ud  Miasiadpipi,  are  as  prmperoos  as  tnj  States 

in  Qie  TJcion.  In  the  otaer  three,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  Soath  Oarolina,  there  is 
DO  decline,  or  dixtreas,  or  decs;',  but  there  is 
probably  a  diminished  or  retarded  growth  of 
prospentj'.  Even  there,  pc^nlation  advances 
more  ra^idl  j  than  in  the  tonff  States  of  New 
Hampshire,  Connectiant,  New  Jenej,  or  Dela- 
ware, and  very  nearl;  as  npidly  as  in  the  tariff 
State  of  Msaaachngetta.  The  attempt  to  trace 
the  cause  of  this  dimimshed  prosperity,  what- 
ever may  be  the  degree  of  it,  to  Uie  tariff,  has 
been  a  total  fulnre.  Other  facte,  notorions 
sud  admitted,  explain  all  the  appearanoes.  The 
over-production  of  the  ^reat  staple  of  cotton, 
snd  its  consequent  fall  in  price ;  the  superior 
ease  and  cheapness  with  which  it  can  be  raised 
in  Alabama  and  Lonisiana,  compared  with 
Sonth  Carolina  i  the  advantage  &r  commerce 

^se8aed  by  New  York  over  Charleston ;  the 
of  all  prices  and  profits,  and  the  wages  of 
labor  all  over  the  world ;  uie  ^reat  change  of 
times  within  a  few  years  reqniruig  to  be  met, 
but  not  yet  met  by  a  corresponding  change  or 
economy,  and  the  habits  of  the  Sonth :  these 
caoses  and  others,  including  the  peculiar  ohar- 
aoter  of  the  great  body  of  Sonthem  labor,  ex- 
plain every  thing  which  is  here  relied  on  as 
indicating  the  bad  effeots  of  the  tariff.  To  the 
argument,  that  the  tariff  enhances  prices  to  the 
oODsumer,  there  are  lliree  answers.  The  first 
is,  that  if  this  be  so,  the  evil  is  not  sectional, 
but  thrown  impartially  upon  the  whole  con- 
snmplj&a  of  the  United  Statoa.  The  second  is, 
that  there  is  no  prool^  and  no  reason  to  bdieve, 
that  prices  would  stand  permanently  lower  if 
the  protective  policy  were  now  abandoned, 
than  they  will  permanently  stand  nnder  the 
■leady  operation  of  tliat  policy.  And  the  third 
is,  that  if  there  is  sectional  grievanoe,  there  is 
sectional  compensation  also.  The  enhanced 
value  of  slaves  as  a  marketable  article  to  sup- 
ply the  growing  demand  in  the  Sonthwest,  the 
withdrawal  of  capital  from  cotton  to  sugar  in 
Lonisiana,  the  increamng  demand  for  cotton 
and  flour  in  the  North,  the  increasing  ability 
of  the  Northern  population  to  consume  gen- 
erally, creating  an  enlaiteing  demaod  for  all 
sorts  of  foreign  mods,  and  an  enlaiging  coire- 
^ndent  demand  for  Southern  exports  to  pay 
(or  those  goods ;  in  all  these  ways,  if  there  is 
sectional  grievance,  there  is  Beotional  compen- 
sation too.  To  the  other  argument,  that  the 
tariff  affects  the  producer  of  Sonthem  staples, 
over  and  above  its  effect  on  him  as  a  consumer, 
I  cannot  yield  assent.  It  is  said,  by  Voltaire, 
I  Uilnk,  that  no  mim  is  oldiged  to  believe  what 
he  does  not  understand ;  and  I  confess  I  do 
not  oomprehend  how  the  tariff  lessens  the  prioe 
or  the  denuuid  for  cotton;  and  whether  its 
proceeds  eome  home  in  goods  or  specie,  and 
whoever  brings  them,  I  see  no  clear  and  cer- 
tain nnfarorable  effect  upon  Southern  produo- 
tive  labor  or  capital.  Bat  having  sua  this,  I 
am  willing  to  admit  that  it  does  not  fully  meet 
the  difiictilty.  Be  it  tlist  there  is  no  ground  ot 
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oomplunt  on  the  part  of  our  brethren  of  the 
Bouu),  Be  It  that  there  is  no  real  evil  produced 
hj  the  tariff,  and  removable  by  its  appeal, 
ITwre  is  evil,  nevertheless,  occasioned  by  It, 
which  it  is  moat  desirable  to  remove.  Iliere 
is  excitement  which  one  would  wish  to  allay. 
There  is  alienation  which  one  would  wish  to 
back  to  its  first  love.  It  is  not  quite 
enough  to  reftite  the  reasoning,  and  explain 
away  the  evidence  of  the  South.  It  b  not 
enough  to  taunt  her  with  the  recolleotion  of 
that  long  seriee  of  hostile  policy  with  which 
Ae  pursued  the  indostry  of  New  England  when 
she  held  the  power.  It  is  not  enough  to  show, 
as  snrely  it  can  be  shown,  that  she  was  herself 
the  author  of  the  very  policy  which  she  now 
reprobates.  Still  the  difflcnlty  recurs.  There 
is  a  great  sectional  excitement;  and  that, 
whether  gronndlees  or  not,  is,  perhaps,  per  w, 
a  case  to  act  on.  It  is  desirable  to  allay  the 
excitement.  Yes,  certainly.  But  howl  Sir, 
my  humble  scheme  is  this :  I  think,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  medical  men,  that  the  ease  requires 
topical  treatment,  local  appUcatlonB.  Search 
out  the  sectional  grievance,  if  you  can  find  it. 
find  what  are  the  arttclea  exdurively  of  South- 
ern consumption,  and  important  In  tiie  economy 
of  the  South,  and  relieve  them  of  all  protecting 
duty.  Strike  them  out  of  the  atatato.  For 
so  much  let  there  be  no  tariff,  and  let  them  be 
fabricated  in  England,  that  the  American  Union 
may  be  preserved ;  and  let  all  others  be,  as 
they  now  are,  effectually  protected.  There  is 
negro  clothing :  gentlemen  intimate  that  this 
ia  an  unimportant  conoesMon.  Why,  sir,  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  other  branch  of  Qili 
Lepslatore  from  Yirginia,  said  these  words  in 
debate  in  that  body  during  the  present  session : 
"  I  urged  (he  is  relatii^  a  conversation  with 
another  United  Statee  Senator)  the  abandon- 
ment of  duties  on  negro  clothing.  I  said  it 
will  be  kimll;  taken  at  the  South,  and  go  far 
to  produce  harmony."  Let  it  be  given,  then, 
to  kind  feeling  and  harmony. 

One  remark,  sir,  suggested  by  the  impresnve 
concluding  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Oeorgia,  (Mr.  Wiu»,)  who  baa  just  resumed 
his  seat,  and  I  will  relieve  the  ootnmittee.  I 
oonfeas  that  I  have  more  than  once  during  this 
disonssion  been  led  to  fear,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Qeor^a,  in  a  moment  of  despondency, 
that  the  diversity  <rf  employment  growing  up 
in  the  oppo^te  extremities  of  this  country : 
manufacturea,  and  what  you  may  call  the  a^- 
cnlture  of  manufactures  in  the  East,  and  toat 
which  may  be  called  the  agriculture  of  com- 
merce in  the  Sonth ;  the  consequent  diversity 
of  habits,  (pinions,  and  suppled  or  real  inter- 
ests which  thin  may  prodnce ;  the  occasional 
struggles  in  which  the  two  parties  may  be  in- 
volved to  get  control  of  the  national  policy,  and 
wield  that  to  their  several  advantage ;  the 
eternal  and  Inherent  hostility  which  exists  t>e- 
tween  free  trade  doctrine  and  measures  and 

Sroteotiredoctrine  and  measures;  and  that  still 
eeper,  still  more  nnappeasable  hostility  which 
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the  gentleman  feara  ma;  grow  up  between  free 
labor  and  the  employers  of  slave  labor — I  sa;, 
sir,  I  have  thonght  it  poeaible,  as  he  haa,  that 
the»e  causes  may  sever  this  Union.  There 
seems  to  be,  I  have  feared,  gronnd  lud  for  a 
separation  of  the  States,  not  so  moch  in  the 
faults  of  man,  as  in  the  natnre  of  things. 

Bnt  this  feeling  is  all  allayed  and  reboked  b; 
the  recollection  (I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  mar  derive  consolation  in  the  same 
waj)  that  Washington  Itmg  ago  fbressw  all 
these  imsginarj  causes  of  disunion,  and  regard- 
ed them  very  differently.  He  foresaw,  in  bis 
lifetime,  that  the  East  would  be  the  seat  of 
mannfactares,  and  the  South  the  i^ion  of  agri- 
cnltnre,  to  the  end  of  the  world.  He  foreeaw, 
too,  that  national  legislation  woald  be  ocoasion- 
ally  invoked  to  protect  the  doniestio  indiiatr;r 
of  the  East  against  foreign  regnlatdon  and  for-- 
eign  competition ;  and  tnns  be  made  to  press, 
perhaps  with  severity,  npon  tbeagricnltnre  and 
commerce  of  the  Sontii.  Bnt  he  contemplated 
all  this  with  eznltation,  not  fear.  He  saw  in 
this  diversity  of  pnrauite  and  interests,  not  the 
seeds  of  disaolntion,  bnt  the  ties  of  onion, 
"  stronger  than  links  of  iron  " — "  a  triple  cord 
which  no   man  con  break."     In  his  farewell 


developed  themselves ;  after  it  was  plain  that 
the  past  wonld  mannfactore,  and  the  Sonth 
raise  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  through  all 
time;  after  Alexander  Eamillwi,  bis  bosom 
fnend,  had  unfolded  the  national  uses  and  valne 
of  manuiactnring  indnstry,  and  had  recom- 
mended all  sorts  of  protection,  and  prohibition, 
and  bounty,  to  introdnoe  and  sostun  it;  after 
Congress  had  passed  one  act  expressly  for  the 
enconrageniont  of  domestic  mannf^nres,  thns 
making  it  plain  to  his  foreaight  that  national 
legation  would  be  brought  in  ud  of  the  sreat 
Object ;  after  all  this,  lie  expresses  himself  not 
with  apprehension,  but  with  oonfidenoe,  or, 
rather  let  me  say,  with  joy.  He  says:  "In 
your  interest,  ever;  portion  of  onr  conntry 
finds  the  most  commanding  motive  for  carefolly 
gnarding  and  preserving  the  nnion  of  the  whole. 
The  North,  in  an  nnreetrtuned  intercourse  with 
the  Sooth,  protected  by  the  equal  laws  of  a 
fMendly  Government,  flods  in  the  production  of 
the  latter  great  additional  reeonrces  of  maritime 
and  commercial  enterprise,  and  precious  mate- 
rials of  mauD&ctnring  industry.  The  South, 
in  the  same  intercourse,  benefiting  by  the  same 
agency  of  the  North,  sees  its  agrienltnre  grow, 
and  its  commerce  expand."  Sir,  the  condition 
of  our  coasting  trade  and  internal  commerce, 
at  this  moment,  is  the  best  possible  commentary 
on  the  wisdom  of  this  scrtptnre. 

What  then  is  there,  sir,  so  very  terrible  in  the 
wgns  of  these  times  i  What  is  this  great  cri4s 
upon  which  gentlemen  are  so  eloqnent !  What 
if  there  be  some  excitement  of  feeling,  some 
harsh  words,  and  some  lowering  looks  between 
the  brethren  of  this  wide  honscboldt  What  If 
South  Carolina,  And  Pennsylvania,  and  Uossa- 
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chusetts,  do  feel  strongly,  and  expreaa  theoi- 
selves  strongly,  on  this  question ?  *H  these 
things  most  needs  be^  and  may  very  safely  be. 
They  are  only  part  of  the  price !  how  inade- 
qnate  the  price  I— -which  every  naticra  payi  ttt 
greatness  and  liberty.  All  signal  and  duraUe 
national  fame  and  empire  ore  reached,  if  th«T 
ever  are  reached,  through  such  oocasional  ai^ 
temporary  tribulation  as  this.  The  history  tl 
every  free  State  which  ever  existed,  filling  ^»cc 
enongh  to  leave  a  history,  is  an  unbroken  rer- 
ord  of  internal  strife,  and  sharp  civil  ctntes- 
tion,  and  the  collisions  of  intereets  and  fedinfs 
which  the  good  men  of  the  time  thoaght  ntterly 
irreconeilable,  bnt  which  were  yet  barmoniou- 
ly  reconciled ;  the  appK>inted  diadptine,  by 
means  of  which  they  severally  ascended  ii> 
their  placee  in  the  system  of  the  world.  lu- 
stead,  then,  sir,  of  antioipating  witli  the  gen^ 
man  m>m  Georgia  tlie  time  wnen,  in  pnrsnann 
of  the  patbetio  suggestion  of  the  patriaid 
which  he  has  Jost  repeated,  we  diul  divide 
onr  flocks  and  herds,  and  take  each  onr  sermi 
way,  "  that  there  be  no  more  strife  betwea 
us ; "  instead  of  looking  with  so  much  amm- 
hension  upon  this  diversity  of  pikrsaits  ana  in- 
terests, let  us  adopt  a  more  eheerfbl  tbemy. 
Let  us  agree  to  see  in  it,  as  long  oa  we  esa, 
"  merely  that  combination  and  t^at  oppo^liia 
of  interests,  that  action  and  tbat  coDDteraetMO 
which,  in  the  natural  ettA  the  political  worU, 
from  the  reciprocal  struggle  of  (uscordaiit  pow- 
ers, draws  oot  the  harmony  of  the  nniveiM.'" 
This  is  the  language  of  one  of  the'wiseit 
men  and  most  accomplished  minds  that  t^tt 
lived.  I  hope  onr  example  may  illnstrate  it! 
truth. 

Mr.  Claitoh,  of  Georgia,  moved  for  the 
rising  of  the  committee ;  bnt  the  moticw  wv 
lost— yeas  83,  nays  68. 

No  quorum  having  voted,  the  committee  rase. 
and  reported  the  fact  to  Uie  House ;  and* 

Mr.  Spkioht  moved  a  call  of  the  Hooae. 

Ur.  WioEUFn  advocated,  and  Ur.  Ci.aTT« 
opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Datib,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  moved  an  ad- 
jonrnment^-yeaa  68,  nays  7*. 

lights  were  now  brought  into  the  HalL] 

The  House  a^in  went  uto  committee. 

Mr.  Kerb  ag^  moved  for  the  rising  of  the 
committee,  and  the  motion  at  length  sncceeded 
—yeas  61,  nays  60. 

Mr.  Kbkd  thea  moved  aa  adjoommat. 

Mr.  VanPLAKOK  demanded  ue  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  being  ordered  and  taken,  stood  aa  fd- 
lows — yeas  76,  nays  66. 

So  the  Honse  a4jonmed  at  eight  o'dock. 
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Tecbsdat,  Jnne  14. 
Frt-Smption  Aighlt. 
The  House  resamed  the  conrnderation  o(  the 
bill  &oni  the  Senate,  granting  the  right  of  pre~ 
emption  to  settlera  on  tlie  public  Ifuide.  The 
qaestiOD  being  on  coacurring  with  the  ameiid~ 
ment  of  Mr.  Wioelivr,  as  modified  bv  the 
amendmenta  sabmitted  by  Ur.  Ibviho  aad  Mr. 
ViNTOir. 

Mr.  Whits,  of  Florida,  said  it  conld  not  be 
neceasai7,  after  the  vei?  eatiabotory  eipltma- 
tiOD  of  tJie  priaoiples  of  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation by  the  churmui  of  tbe  eommittee  to  the 
Eonae  yesterday,  for  him  to  occapy  mach  of 
its  attention  at  this  late  period  of  its  seaeion. 
He  oonld  not,  however,  in  ioatic*  to  his  consti- 
tnents,  who  were  so  deeply  interested,  allow 
the  occasion  to  pass  withont  presenting  some 
views  which  had  not  been  adveri«d  to  by  others 
in  the  debate.  It  b  now  too  late,  oontanned 
Mr.  W.,  to  qneetion  the  pre-emption  policy.  It 
is-  tme,  thftt,  for  ten  yean  prior  to  1B26,  it  had 
been  abandoned;  bat  its  abandonment  had 
brought  no  adequate  consideration  to  the  public 
treasnry  for  the  iodividaal  oppresHon  it  pro- 
dnced  thronghoot  tlie  new  States  and  Territo- 
ries. I  assert  it  as  a  fact,  sustained  by  the  his- 
tory of  the  conntry^  that  there  has  never  been 
a  period  so  prolific  in  frand  and  speculation  as 
betwem  the  years  1816  and  1836 — the  former 
the  period  of  the  first  report  agwnst  this  sys- 
tem, and  the  latter  the  revival  of  the  policy  in 
favor  of  occnpanta  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
I  will  hazard  another  general  remark,  and  that 
is,  that  the  land  system  has  never  been  so  pros- 
perous to  the  country,  or  to  the  Government, 
as  since  the  renewal  of  the  pre-emption  rights 
to  settlera  on  the  publio  lands.  As  some  gen- 
tlemen here  have  never  before  had  seats  on  this 
floor,  and  may  not  have  turned  their  attention 
to  the  subject,  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  a 
brief  explanation  of  the  proviBions  of  the  bill 
and  the  amendment. 

The  original  bill,  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  was 
the  one  introduced  into  uiat  body  last  year,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  place  those  settlers  op 
the  public  lands  who  were  prevented  from 
availing  themselves  of  the  pronsiana  of  the  act 
of  lB29-'80,  in  conaoquenoe  of  the  public  sur- 
veys not  having  been  made  prior  to  the  period 
fixed  in  that  law  as  the  limit&don  for  the  pre- 
sentation and  proof  of  the  cMms.  This  provi- 
sion is  one  of  snch  obvious  justice  and  proprie- 
ty, that  it  is  presumed  there  is  not  a  member 
of  this  House  who  will  object  to  it. 

The  amendment  gives  a  pre-emption  to  all 
(mia  ^d«  occupants  up  to  the  1st  of  January. 
1832.  lam  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  as  well 
OS  the  original  bill ;  and,  as  the  amendment 
will  supersede  the  bill,  and  is  more  beneficial 
in  its  character,  I  tmst  it  will  be  adopted. 

This  right  of  pre-emption,  as  the  word  i 
ports,  gives  to  the  occupant  the  privilege  of  i 
tering  the  quarter  section  of  land  on  which  be 
has  erected  a  honse,  and  made  improvements, 


who  penetrate  the  wilderneas,  open  road**,  e*- 
tablish  ferries,  and  bridge  creeks,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  larger  pnrchosers  who  fol- 
low them,  and  take  up  larger  portions  of  the 
public  domun. 

If  there  is  any  one  here  who  can  so  far  foi^t 
what  is  duo  to  this  enterprising  dasa  of  our 
fellow-eitdzens  as  to  moke  an  estmiatA  of  dollars 
aud  cents  in  the  sale  of  the  small  tract  upon 
which  his  humble  cottage  is  eetahliahed,  I 
would  ask  him  to  look  at  the  returns  of  the 
land  sales  of  all  the  new  States,  and  ptutionlorly 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida.  He  will  find  that 
the  sales  of  public  lands,  upon  an  average,  do 
not  ezoeed  five  cents  upon  the  acre  the  min- 
imum price.  What,  then,  is  the  result  of  the 
refusal  to  pass  this  hill  t  The  littie  cabin  and 
small  fidd  of  the  poor  man  is  ofiered  at  pnblio 
auction ;  and,  if  it  sell  for  more  than  the  Gov- 
ernment price,  the  additional  value  has  been 
given  to  it  by  his  improvement^  which  no  just 
or  liberal  Oovemment  wonld  ever  avail  itself 
of.  Tins,  however,  as  far  as  my  experieuce 
goes,  is  not  the  ubuoI  conrw.  The  occupant  is 
left  at  the  mercy  of  unfeeling  and  heartless 
speculators,  who  live  npon  the  distreasea  of  the 
poor.  A  land  sale  is  advertised ;  the  pnr- 
chasers  attend;  the  poor  settler  has  scraped 
together  just  enough  to  purchase  at  one  dollar 
and  a  quarier  per  acre.  The  Bhylocks  and 
speculators  say  to  him,  give  me  one,  two,  or 
three  hundred  dollars,  or  I  wiU  buy  your  ia- 
provement,  and  turn  your  wife  and  children 
into  the  woods.  The  money  is  not  to  be  ha^ 
and  a  note,  horse,  gun,  or  cow^  is  given,  and 
Oie  land  at  lost  sold  sit  the  price  proposed  in 
this  bill.  The  Oovemment  ia  not  benefited, 
and  one  of  its  citizens  who  would,  at  any  mo- 
ment, hazard  his  life  in  its  defence,  is  oppressed 
and  defrauded.  This  ia  no  picture  of  fancy ; 
it  is  of  daily  occurrence.  I  have  even  heard  of 
instances  in  which  the  last  cow  has  i>een  taken 
from  a  poor  man,  and  the  small  sum  of  five 
dollars,  not  to  ))id  for  the  improvement  of  an 
occupant  upon  the  public  lands.  The  object 
of  this  law  is  to  put  an  end  to  thia  vile  and 
infamous  traffic  Poverty  has  evils  enough, 
without  adding  to  it  petty  oppressions  and 
frauds  of  this  sort. 

The  worthy  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
QSx.  "WuxLuiB,)  for  whose  opinions,  generally, 
I  have  great  respect,  has  told  us  that  titere  Is  a 
law  prohibiting  setUements  upon  the  public 
lands,  and  that  this  bill  is  intended  to  reward 
the  violators  of  that  law. 

I  had  occasion,  some  years  ago,  to  examine 
this  question,  and  to  debate  it  in  this  House, 
in  opposition  to  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who 
has  steadily  (since  Ohio  has  had  all  the  ben- 
efit of  these  laws)  opposed  the  extension  of  the 
policy  to  other  portions  of  the  Union,  or  to  its 
provinces.    I  then  muntMned,  to  the  satiafao- 
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force  ta  that  referred  to  bj  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  North  Osroluia.  I  have  not  now 
time  to  go  into  this  qneation  again.  I  wiU 
onl;  remark  that  there  was  ancb  a  law  paaeed 
in  1807,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent 
Bettlementa  on  the  public  lands  witboat  a  per- 
mit from  officers  of  the  Government.  That  law 
was  designed  for  a  class  of  floating  Spanish  and 
French  concesBions,  and  was  intended  to  pre- 


Tbst  provision  was  local  in  its  ot^ect,  and 
was  practicaUj  repealed  in  ISli,  and  has  never 
been  considered  hj  the  Oovemment,  nor  the 
ocoupanta,  in  force  rtnoe.  The  settlers  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill  are  not  trespassers  and 
violatora  of  law,  u  some  gentlemen  suppose. 

I  will  not  detun  the  Eonse  bf  continuing 
tikis  orgoment.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the 
vear  ancceeding  the  preemption  law  of  1829- 
SO,  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands  iocreased 
more  than  a  million  oC  dollars.  It  is  the  tineet 
policy  of  this  Government  to  enoonrage  the 
eiteoriou  of  our  settiements  to  the  borders  of 
the  confederaoy,  and  to  ^ve  to  our  poor,  enter- 
prising citizens  an  interest  in  the  soil  which 
ther  will  be  called  opon  to  defend  whenever 
it  shall  be  invaded. 

Mr.  Sevikb  oppoaed  the  postponement,  and 

Ur.  iixBosx  advocated  it ;  when  the  ques- 
tion b^ng  taken,  the  ealjeot  was  poetpraied 
until  to-morrow. 

Virginia  Claimt. 
The  bill  oa  the  sabjeot  of  the  Yirg^a  dUims 
next  coming  np, 
Vt.  Babbods  read  some  extracts  from  the 


the  claims  in  tiie  biU  would  have  been  allowed 
and  Bcttied,  together  witt  others  of  a  similar 
nature,  at  that  time.  He  pressed  the  equitable 
oonrideration,  that  as  the  Ottvemment  had  re- 
ceived the  serrioes  of  the  tioops  in  question, 
the  Government,  and  not  the  State  of  Virginia, 
was  bonnd  to  remunerate  their  services. 

Ur.  Boot  took  the  floor  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  spoke  nntil  the  expiration  of  the  hoar. 

ne  Tar^—D^txmtMt  •/  th4  Stuth. 

The  HoDse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  resoaed  the  sntfjeot  of  the  tariC 

Mr.  B1.TXS,  of  MamiaflhnitnHn.  addressed  the 
committee  in  support  of  the  amendment  moved 
bj  Ur.  Davib,  of  UaBsaohiiBett&,  in  reference 
to  the  dnt7  on  woollens,  and  confined  his  argu- 
ment almost  exoht^Telj  to  that  branch  of  the 
eabject,  whidi  he  illDstrated  b;  putting  a  va- 
riet7  of  cases  to  show  the  efibct  and  the  pro- 
priety of  protection. 

Ur.  Clattok,  of  Gleor^ia,  followed.  In  ris- 
ing, he  expressed  hts  mtention  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  in  effect  as  follows : 


lit.  After  the  let  of  Jonnorr,  1S30,  all  dntiei 
should  be  ad  valorem,  and  for  no  other  objext 


2d.  That  for  the  first  ^ear  all  datiea  above 
sboold  be  rednoed  to  thirty-flve  per  cent ;  £»■ 
the  second  twentj-five;  and  after  thst  they 
sbonld  be  regularly  fifteen  per  cent  until  altw- 
ed  by  law. 

8d.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  oonstitationafly 
and  equally  protecting  mannfactnre^  Cougrttt 
should  freely  &^^  its  oonseut  to  any  State  that 
chose  to  mannfactnre,  to  lay  snoh  duties  as  it 
might  deem  necessary  to  enconroge  that  busi- 
ness, within  its  own  limits,  npon  any  imports 
or  exports  to  or  fi^»n  any  fordgn  nation  what- 
ever ;  provided  aiiA  datiea  were  pud  into  the 
federal  Treasnry. 

Ur.  Oi^nov  then  proceeded  to  aay  that 
almost  every  gentieman  who  had  addressed  the 
committee  had  pronounced  this  a  moat  grave 
and  serious  question.  Jading  from  the  extra- 
ordinary apathy  which  seems  to  prevul  in  this 
body,  said  Ur.  0.,  it  wonld  not  be  so  consider- 
ed by  me ;  and  I  should  tnnch  sooner  tske  it 
for  a  faroe  than  s  tragedy.  It  is  a  r«m«ikaUe 
facL  Ur.  Chairman,  and  I  doubt  whether  due 
credit  will  be  pven  to  its  relation,  that  while 
Uiis  whole  countir,  frran  its  centre  to  its  ar- 
cnmferenoe,  is  under  the  tronor  of  deep  aiix- 
iet; ;  when  all  eyes  are  directed  to  this  ver; 
point  for  safety  from  the  impending  sttHin; 
when  in  all  quarters  there  is  one  general  ei- 
preesion  of  concern,  prompted  by  a  eenubility 
which  has  received  its  last  intreaae  frtxa  the 
peculiar  ni^enoy  of  the  crias ;  no  soc^  feeling 
pervades  the  repreeentatives  of  the  pe<^le  as- 
sembled in  this  HalL  So  in^fferent  have  mem- 
bers been  to  this  discussion,  that  speakeia  have 
been  compelled  to  address  empty  aoata.  Five 
tomes  during  this  debate  have  yon  been  obliged 
to  descend  from  your  chair,  and  report  to  the 
Speaker  that  there  was  not  a  qnorom  in  the 
House.  "What  a  fiiot  to  ctHnmimioate  to  the 
American  people  t  And,  tat,  those  who  hare 
generally  remained,  have  either  been  franking 
duouments  or  dozing  over  newspapeia.  [Eeie 
Hr.  C.  was  called  to  order  by  a  member,  as 
improperly  reflecting  upon  the  members  of  the 
House.  Ur.  O.  observed  that  the  gentlKnan 
ought  to  remember  that  the  present  company 
is  always  eioepted.  He  hoped  they  would  take 
notiiing  of  hia  remarks  to  themselvee;  if  tiiey 
didj  ba  would  barely  say  they  were  made  wi^ 
a  vww  to  get  their  attention,  and  having  stio- 
ceeded  in  what  most  had  fuled  to  obtain,  he 
would  proceed  to  the  ealtlect.]  Ur.  Ohaiimsii, 
the  queetion  before  as  is  an  impcalant  mc,  and 
If  appreciated  in  the  decree  BC  its  profound  in- 
terest, and  the  still  more  absorbing  character 
of  its  probable  results,  it  involves  a  raqtcaa- 
bility  too  big  for  utterance.  To  my  mind,  ad- 
monished by  facts,  and  warned  by  the  fedings 
of  the  G0unti7, 1  am  almeet  tempted  to  pradict 
that,  unless  an  auspicioos  issue  atteuib  tbe 
present  deliberations,  they  are  the  last  that  wiU 
ever  agun  engage  tha  attention  of  this  body 
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vithin  these  waUs.  It  is  not  now  a  qneetion 
of  dollmn  and  oetUa,  bat  of  libeK;  and  equality. 
Everj  thing  done  on  thU  occasion  will  bo<hi  be 
delivered  over  to  higtory,  (utd  he  who  now 
Gtands  bj  the  oanse  of  freedom,  poeteritr  will 
Btand  by  him,  A  fame  of  endnrtiig  honor 
awaits  the  firm,  and  a  name  of  as  lasting  in- 
fiunj  Bhall  follow  the  futhless. 

In  the  name  of  every  thing  that  is  sacred, 
how  are  grievances  to  be  redreased  that  are 
denied  all  credit,  agtunst  which  tveiy  avenoe 
of  oonvictjon  is  olosed  t  Of  what  avail  b  rea- 
soning with  that  individnal  whose  eye  la  blind 
to  tlie  tmth,  whose  ear  is  shnt  to  the  evidence, 
whoee  mind  ia  imbued  with  pr^ndloe,  whose 
heart  is  looked  agdost  Joatice,  and  whose  ver- 
dict IB  sought  agidnst  hmiaelf  t  I  confess,  Mr. 
Ohurnutn,  It  is  a  hopeless  nndertaldng,  and  thus 
for  all  annment  has  proved  aa  □seleae  as  it  is 
hopeless ;  bat,  air,  we  nave  arrived  at  a  crisis 
when  debate  most  cease,  and  this  matter  will, 
perhaps,  have  to  be  referred  to  some  other  ar- 
bttrament.  It  is  extremely  desirable,  therefore, 
that  we  lay  our  manifesto  before  the  world, 
and  there  is  no  better  place  from  which  it  shall 
fsane  than  the  Halls  of  Consress,  the  great  seat 
and  Boarce  of  our  injnry.  To  speak  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Sontk  through  the  high  privilege  of 
the  freedom  of  debate,  is  now  all  that  ia  left  to 
na,  and  it  is  my  intention  on  the  present  occa- 
sion to  ose  that  right  to  the  utmost  of  my 
abUity. 

When  Great  Briton  acknowledged  the  inde- 
pendexioe  of  the  colonies,  they  were  aa  inde- 
pendent of  each  other  as  they  were  of  the 
world.  There  was  an  individnal  moment  of 
time,  and  perhaps  the  brighteat  of  their  exists 
ence,  when  they  were  left  to  their  own  excin- 
sive  self-government.  Their  oonfederatioa  was 
altogether  volontary.  Jt  at  the  termination 
of  the  revolution,  their  debt,  produced  by  that 
Btraggle,  had  been  discbargeo,  and  if  all  wars 
could  have  ceased  ft-om  that  eventful  period, 
every  one  percetvee  there  would  not  have  been 
any  eartlily  reason  fbr  the  Union.  The  States 
Individually  could  have  regulated  all  the  Aiu- 
ceros  necesiury  to  mnnicip^  government.  The 
huneat  discharge  of  their  debt,  and  the  dread  of 
intestine  and  foreign  wars,  were,  therefore,  tbe 
sole  motive  to  the  confederation;  any  other 
inducement  la  idle  and  ridiculous.  It  was 
phyucal  and  not  moral  force,  it  was  strength 
and  not  intelligence,  needed  and  sought  by  the 
States.  Even  nnder  their  connection  with  the 
parent  conntry,  they  were  always  competent 
to  their  own  self-government,  without  the  aid 
(^  each  other's  oonncila. 

Notwithstanding  the  "  articles  of  confedera- 
tion "  carried  na  auoeesafully  through  the  war, 
doubtless  by  virtue  of  the  great  caose  which  it 
was  serving,  and  the  common  dangers  and  suf- 
ferings of  Oie  people,  yet  they  were  found  too 
weak  for  a  state  of  peace,  and  General  Wash- 
ington procured  the  Congress  of  that  day  to 
propose  to  the  States  the  adoption  of  a  system, 
the  avowed  oi^eot  of  which  was  "to  obtun 
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was  the  seed  that  was  east  npon  the  bosom  of 
the  States,  and  from  which  has  sprang  that 
tremendous  growth  witnessed  in  the  present 
power  of  the  Onion.  80  jealous,  however, 
were  the  States  that  some  mischief  would  ensne 
if  the  articles  of  confederation  i>e  disturbed, 
that,  for  a  long  time,  they  reflised  this  and 
other  similar  proportions.  At  length  they 
.yielded  to  constant  and  nrgent  importunity,  and 
a  oonvention  met  in  Uay,  '87,  not  to  flwne  a 
constitution,  for  they  had  no  such  powers,  but, 
once  asaemoleiL  they  took  upon  themselves  to 
produce  that  giant  that  is  now  striding  over 
the  States,  and  cmshing  at;  every  step  some  of 
their  invaluable  righta. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  oonetitnticmal 
point,  and  I  make  no  apology  for  the  great 
length  of  the  argument  employed  on  this  head, 
for  I  readily  own,  if  the  sntject  of  protecting 
manufaotnrei  depended  alone  npon  the  qnee- 
tion of  expediency,  nnleaa  it  was  oAried  to  a 
state  of  manifeat  oppression,  of  which  I  shall 
speak  hereafter,  I  stionld  have  nothing  to  say, 
for  that  is  a  matter  le^timately  within  tbe 
power  of  Oongress ;  and  althongh  I  should 
greatiy  deplore  the  adoption  and  continued 
proseontion  of  a  policy  obvionaly  grinding  down 
the  resources  of  one  class  of  the  States,  to  build 
up  and  advance  tbe  prosperity  of  another  of  the 
same  confederacy,  yet  It  womd  be  ours  to  sub- 
mit under  the  terms  of  the  compact.  All  argu- 
ment is  vain  agmnst  cupidity  supported  by 
power ;  but  if  it  ia  nnoonstitationa^  it  is  our 
right,  nay  it  is  our  dnty,  to  re^at,  and  to  nae 
every  weapon  in  our  power,  from  Uie  voice  of 
reason  up  to  the  still  hoarser  tonee  of  rebellion, 

I  proceed  now  to  examine  the  question  in 
refbrence  to  its  expediency ;  and  under  two 
aspects  this  branch  will  be  oonndered. 

1.  The  great  inequality  and  injustice  of  tbe 

3.  Its  dangerons  effect  upon  the  harmony  of 
the  Union. 

On  the  first  point,  snffer  me,  Mr.  Oh^rman, 
to  present  one  serious  reflection  before  I  pro- 
ce^  to  the  argument.  It  ia  by  close  thinking 
we  BOmetimes  get  npon  the  track  of  tmth 
which  leads  to  the  moat  fortmiate  reanlts.  This 
system  commenced,  and  is  continued,  by  peti- 
tions for  relief.  Mr.  Ohairman,  haa  any  one 
ever  conudered  where  relief  comes  from  t  No 
one  will  be  ao  credulous  as  to  believe  that  relief 
ia  mannhctured  in  this  Hall,  and  sent  out  to  the 
Bupptioating  aufTerers;  if  not,  where  doea  it 
come  from  t  Certunlv  from  some  other  quar- 
ter of  the  oonntry  that  does  not  complain. 
Now,  does  not  every  one  perceive,  that  whence- 
soever  the  relief  is  taken,  just  precisely  in  pro- 
portion to  tbe  amoont  withdrawn  must  that 
part  suffer  t  And  would  they  not  have  a  right, 
and  be  entitled  to  respect,  too,  to  turn  round, 
and  petition  for  relief^  also  t  What  right  haa 
Oongress  to  rob  one  portion  of  oonntry  to  hush 
the  mouths  of  another  t    If  the  North  sufiers^ 
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is  it  right  to  mitk»  the  Soatb,  against  her  wi]], 
relieve  that  eofieriDg !  No;  the  troth  is,  vr hen 
the  South  petitions  for  relief  thej  are  told 
"  joa  lie,"  joji  do  not  ■offer,  or,  if  joa  do,  it  is 
greatlj  leas  than  jou  imagine ;  at  all  events, 
yoQ  most  Buhmit  to  the  will  of  a  m^ority ; 
aod,  notwithatonding  the  Federal  Govemmeat 
waa  framed  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
whole,  yet  aome  portdona  of  the  oouutrr  muat 
suffer,  and  there  la  no  help  for  it  la  Uiis  the 
kind  of  reply  that  a  free  people  ought  to  sub- 
mit to }  Yon  may  think  so,  but  depend  npon  it, 
a  very  ahort  time  will  find  yon  in  a  wofiil  mis- 
take. This  reflection  brings  me  to  the  asser- 
tion of  a  principle,  which,  if  any  man  pretends 
to  controvert,  I  wish  to  hear  from  him  before 
I  proceed  any  further.  I  confidently  lay  down 
ttus  positjon,  that  Qovenmient  cannot  make 
one  freeman  work  for  another  without  his  con- 
sent. It  cannot  tAke  the  property  of  one  and 
give  it  to  another.  That  whatever  wonld  be 
wrong  in  the  acts  of  Government,  as  between 
man  and  man,  is  equally  wrong  aa  between  too 
or  ten  millions  of  men.  Does  any  one  deny 
this !  None  I  Then  I  proceed.  If  any  oas- 
oalty  should,  in  the  ways  of  Providence,  reduce 
the  four  qnart«ra  of  the  Union  to  hat  one  man 
apiece,  and  he  of  the  East  ahould  be  a  ship- 
hailder,  of  the  North  a  cotton  spinner,  of  the 
Weat  a  hemp  weaver,  and  of  the  Sonth  a  cot- 
ton planter,  m  what  condition  woold  the  tariff 
system  find  these  four  in^ividuala  1  Mark  well, 
I  beseech  you,  Hr.  Ch^nnan,  their  exact  rela- 
tive aitnatioua,  for  thia  very  picture  is  a  ^th- 
fill  iUostration  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  I 
pronoanc«  there  ia  no  getting  away  from  it. 
Your  bill,  as  phun  as  a  bill  can  talk  la  vernoc- 
nlar  language,  saya  to  the  hemp  weaver,  and 
pointing  at  the  same  time  to  the  cotton  planter, 
yoo  may  make  him  pay  you,  besides  a  fair  price 
for  your  bagging,  five  cents  a  yard  as  a  boonty 
for  yoor  labw.  It  is  true  he  works  as  hard  oa 
yoo  do,  bot  yoo  are  a  man  of  capital,  and, 
therefore,  muat  be  protected.  He  shall  wrap 
bis  cotton  in  yoor  bagging,  or  pay  a  higher 
price  to  aome  one  else  for  that  article.  Yodt 
bill  883^  also  to  the  ahip  builder,  that  aame  cot- 
ton planter  shall  pay  you  a  bounty  for  carrying 
his  cotton  to  the  apinner.  To  the  spinner,  it 
saya  he  shall  sell  it  to  yon,  and  boy  your  cloths ; 
or,  if  he  dares  to  carry  it  to  any  other  market, 
he  ehall  pay  von  B  tax  of  eight  cente  a  yard 
for  every  yard  of  cottons  he  buys  elsewhere. 
Now,  I  ask  yon,  Ur.' Chiurman,  is  this  just? 
Would  the  Government  dare  to  put  its  law  into 
this  kind  of  language  aa  between  one  laborer 


the  principle  be  changed  frvm  the  cose  I  have 
put,  if  the  laborers  and  their  pursuits  were 
multiplied  to  ten  thouaand  ?  And  if  that  sin- 
gle cotton  plantar  could  not  bear  tlie  draughts 
of  the  other  three  taskmastera,  will  the  whole 
class  of  planters  be  in  any  better  aituation  from 
the  moftiplied  classes  bf  mauafacturera  ooo' 
atantiy  preying  upon  his  labor!    No,  air ;  tiiey 
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cannot  and  will  not  bear  it ;  and,  I  repeat,  tbej 
are  preparing  to  aigniiy  it  to  yon  in  a  way  thai 
cannot  be  misnnderstood. 

The  remarks  I  have  made  natorally  condin 
me  to  an  examination  of  the  bordens  we  think 
we  bear,  though  the  manufacturers  think  <i 
is  all  delusion.  When  the  bill  of  the  genii*- 
man  from  South  Carolina  (Hr.  MoDimE'B) 
waa  read,  and  I  found  it  proposed  to  lay  s  dnlj 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  oil  foreign  actides,  I 
asked  myself  is  it  possible  that  any  thing  mon 
oonld  in  conscience  be  demanded)  Wbni  I  re- 
flect that  twenty-five  per  cent  was  a  tax  of  tlte 
fourth  port  of  a  man's  income,  for  nine  men  <M 
of  ten  spend  all  their  income,  and  when  1  neoi- 
lected,  also,  that  most  men  of  money  are  content- 
ed with  twenty-five  per  cent  intereet,  I  wonder- 
ed if  it  were  possible  that  the  mannfactnrt«*ere 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  this  amount^  and  Ten 
yet  anxious  to  get  more.  There  is  hardly  one 
maninathoosand  belieres  that  he  pays  tvent;- 
five  cents  on  every  dollar  that  he  laya  oat ;  sod 
yet,  ur,  what  will  be  his  astonishment  Then  he 
cornea  to  learn  that  he  pays  the  donble  of  iU 
The  rejection  of  the  bill  Just  mentioned  prona 
that  the  tax  ia  over  twenty-five  per  cent,  or 
they  would  have  taken  it  Then,  what  itttr 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory  in  tua  calcnii- 
tiona  submitted  to  this  Houao,  plana  it  at  fony- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  other  calcdaliiici 
moke  it  a  fraction  over  fifty.  Now,  I  demind, 
if  it  be  less  than  either  of  these  Sana,  tkt 
some  friend  of  the  tariff  immediately  lue  in 
his  place,  and  state  what  it  is.  Fb^ng  no  if- 
position  to  this  statement,  I  set  it  dove  ^ 
granted,  that  the  duty  ia  somewhere  in  tlie 
neighborhood  of  fifty  per  cent  npon  an  tnr- 
oge,  on  all  the  usual  articles  of  consn^npfim, 
such  as  cottons,  woollens,  iron,  salt,  aagsr,  tof- 
fee, and  all  kinds  of  tools  and  fJmmng  ntouii!. 
I  shalL  then,  for  the  sake  of  easy  e^cnlstica, 
place  it  at  fifty.  This  point  being  adjusted,  1 
proceed  to  state  another,  which  is  necescsiT  to 
my  purpose,  and  in  which  there  can  be  little 
or  no  dispute.  It  is  this :  the  price  of  an  «rti- 
cleta  increased  the  amount  of  the  duty.  The 
establishment  of  thia  position  will  be  posQxwd 
until  I  come  to  answer  the  argument  «  ^ 
gcntieman  from  Pennsylvania  (iCr.  Swwjl 
on  that  snhject.  One  other  point  is  alww- 
mitted,  viz.,  that  the  consumer  pays  the  dnl*. 
and  this  for  the  present  ia  enough  for  my  pnr 
pose,  though  I  thmk  I  shall  here^r  be  aw  to 
anatain  the  views  of  the  gentieman  fhm  Sonth 
Carolina,  that  the  producer  pays  the  tax.  The» 
three  thinga  being  settled,  to  wit,  first,  thst  tie 
duty  is  fifty  per  cent ;  Beoond,  that  «rtid« 
purchased  are  increased  in  price  the  iinocmt  of 
the  dnty ;  and,  third,  that  the  cooanmer  jap 
the  duty,  I  proceed  to  present  an  illn»trati<w 
of  ite  burdensome  effects  upon  the  planien  ol 
the  South.  Suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  immw 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  a  straight  narro*  rver, 
running  Horn  Uaine  to  Mobile,  divided  w  from 
the  old  world ;  and  aoppose  aU  the  diSiJtn 
factories  in  the  United  States,  Instead  of  being 
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doBtered  in  gronps  in  the  Northera  and  Middle 
States,  were  stnuig,  at  saitable  interrals,  all 
along  on  tbis  Hide  of  this  dividing  atream ;  im- 
agine iimilar  ood  corresponding  factories  on 
the  other  side,  exactly  opposite  to  those  on 
this ;  and  that  a  convenient  bridge  leads  from 
one  to  the  other :  here,  then,  we  have  present- 
ed not  only  two  Mmilar  places  of  snppliea,  bnt 
two  markets  for  the  prodnce  of  the  planters. 
Instead  of  sending  their  produce  to  these  mtir- 
keta,  as  is  nsual,  tlirongh  the  agency  of  mer- 
chants, each  planter  beoomes  his  own  mer- 
chant. Now,  sir,  sappose  one  presents  himself 
witli  his  cotton  at  a  woollen  factory,  and  de- 
sires to  purchase  a  bale  of  blankets,  he  is  told 
the  price  is  fifty  dollars,  bnt  that,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  stream,  a  precisely  similar  bale  can 
be  had  for  twenty-fire.  Having  an  easy  and 
convenient  bridge,  every  one  perceives  he 
would  have  no  hesitation  in  selecting  this 
cheaper  uiarket.  Bnt  when  he  arrives  at  (he 
foot  of  the  bridge,  he  is  met  by  a  custom-house 
officer,  who  informs  him  that  if  he  bays  his 
blaokebi  oa  the  other  side  of  the  river,  he  will 
have  to  pay  one-half  of  them  to  the  Govern- 
ment, so  that  be  might  as  well  lay  out  his 
money  with  the  factory  man  on  this  side.  Jle 
inquires  why  is  it  that  I  have  to  pay  half  my 
produce  to  the  Government  ?  He  is  answered, 
all  the  owners  of  faoUiries  strung  up  and  down 
this  river  have  united  and  made  their  poor 
workmen  believe  they  onght  to  be  protected  by 
Government,  and  they  have  been  artAitly  put 
np  to  clamor  for  relief,  until  the  Government 
has  oompelled  yon  to  pay  half  your  blankets  to 
me  for  ner  use,  or  half  your  money  to  them, 
and  now  yon  may  take  yonr  choice.  Of  coarse, 
he  puts  himself  to  no  farther  trouble,  retams, 
makes  the  mirchase,  and  loses  twenty-Sve  dol- 
lars, which  Ihe  mannfaetnrer  pockets.  That 
this  ia  the  precise  operation  of  ttie  tariff  system 
upon  every  article  which  a  planter  purchases, 
is  as  certain  as  death ;  and  I  defy  any  one  to 
detect  a  fallacy  in  the  statement  And,  sir, 
here  is  the  proper  place  to  exhibit  the  effect 
which  this  system  has  upon  our  produce.  Ad- 
mit for  the  sake  of  argoment,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  Dbit- 
Tox,)  that  a  repeal  of  the  tariff  would  not  afi^t 
the  price  of  cotton,  yet  is  it  not  obvious  that 
if  the  price  of  cotton  is  eight  dollars  per  ban- 
dred,  and  half  that  amount  is  paid  in  tax, 
whenever  laid  out,  it  cannot  be  worth  hut  four 
dollars  to  the  planter  I  Now,  take  off  this  tax, 
and  though  the  price  mi^t  not  rise,  yet  no  one 
can  doubt  the  cotton  is  worth  foor  dollars  more 
to  him,  in  the  additional  necessaries  which  it 
will  command. 

As  to  tiio  condition  of  the  Bonth,  in  relation 
to  the  conunon  comforts  of  life.  It  has  no  possi- 
ble dependence  npon  the  North.  With  ita 
forty-five  millions  of  exports,  if  that  immense 
Sam  could  be  permitted  to  circalate  among 
themselves,  it  would,  in  reference  to  the  con- 
veniences of  living,  and  the  facilities  of  snbdst- 
enoe,  become  one  of  the  happiest  regions  of 
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the  earth.  It  would  give  li 
its  thousand  connections.  It  would  give  a  new 
spring  to  agriculture,  and  fresh  energv  to  our 
various  artisans;  and,  instead  of  decaying 
villages  and  towns,  the  whole  conntry  would 
smile  with  tokens  of  the  most  extended  pros- 
pierity.  And,  sir,  this  brings  me  to  the  con- 
sideration of  an  idea  advanced  by  Uie  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Ifr.  Obawpobd,)  who  con- 
trasted the  past  and  present  situation  of  the 
North,  while  it  was  without  the  aid  of  Bonth- 
ern  taxation.  Then  it  was  drooping  nnder  the 
wasting  malady  of  poverty,  now  it  is  fionrishing 
in  all  the  bloom  of  invigorating  activity ;  then 
it  presented  one  wide  surface  of  stagnant  em- 
ployment, now  all  was  a  living  current  of  plenty 
and  gladness;  then  doubt  and  dejection  hung 
npion  every  countenance,  now  confidence  ana 
animation  beam  from  every  eye.  Sir,  I  could 
not  bat  say  to  myself,  how  selfish  is  man — that 
man  too,  who  shonid  be  a  brother,  and  thot 
brother  who  shonid  feel  for  a  brother's  woes. 
Did  it  never  occnr  to  the  gentleman,  while 
glowing  with  the  emotions  of  Joy  at  the  elysian 
happiness  of  his  immediate  home,  that,  perad- 
ventnre  soma  other  section  of  his  counti'y  was 
yet  groaning  nnder  that  condition  which  formed 
the  dark  shade  of  the  pleasing  picture  of  pros- 
perity which  he  has  Just  portrayed  9  Hr.  Cnair- 
man,  if  some  stranger  to  onr  land,  accompanied 
by  a  Mentor  who  ^ew  all  its  varied  relations, 
shonid  enter  it  in  the  North,  and  pervade  it 
from  Maine  to  Mobilb,  having  all  its  minute  parts 
and  characteristics  explained  by  his  gnide,  what 
would  he  behold  t  Through  the  cold  region 
of  the  North,  amidst  its  bald  and  barren  hilb 
and  sterile  ridges,  he  will  discover  cheerful 
hamlets,  glistening  villages,  fiourishing  towns 
springing  up  as  by  magic,  and  crowded  cities 
iaplaying,  by  their  marble  columns  and  gilded 
balostrades,  the  most  gorgeouswealth — throngh- 
out  all  the  country,  until  he  reaches  the  river 
that  flows  by  this  hill,  will  he  perceive  full 
employment  for  labor,  well  rewarded ;  content- 
ment shining  on  every  face ;  riches,  in  all  their 
gayest  profnsion,  ministering  their  luxuries  to 
some,  competency  distribnting  her  milder  com- 
forts to  others,  and  sufficiency  dealing  out  its 
more  moderate  supplies  to  all ;  but,  sir,  when 
he  crosses  the  Potomac,  what  will  he  discover  t 
In  this  land  of  fertility — of  most  propitious  soil 
and  genial  climate,  where  every  valuable  pro- 
duction of  nature  is  reared,  whore  the  earth 
teems  with  a  perpetual  golden  harvest,  spring- 
ing from  ita  fruitful  plains  or  mineral  moun- 
tains, what^  I  repeat,  will  he  behold !  Farms 
whose  orchards  have  decayed,  whose  hoases 
are  tumbling  into  ruins,  whose  fences  have 
rotted  and  sunk  into  the  bosom  of  briars — vil- 
lages whose  grossgrown  footways  ore  choked 
with  weeds,  whose  habitations  on  the  outskirta 
have  been  leit  to  the  slnmbers  of  some  strolling 
flock,  whose  once  mailing  gardens,  in  the  bean- 
tiful  language  of  the  poet,  present  nothing  now 
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matted  shrubs,  where  birds  forget  lo  slug, 
ulent  bats  in  drowsy  clnsteis  cling." 
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And,  air,  this  is  Che  picture  that  belongs,  but 
with  s  few  esceptioM,  b>  all  the  towns  And 
cities  of  this  ooce  fioari^lng  coaDtiy,  I  could 
give  ;ou  a  roost  feeling  accoDot  of  a  city  in  mj 
own  State,  once  the  pride  of  the  Sooth,  the 
bnsj  mart  of  one  of  the  greatest  staples  or  the 
eaiih,  tjie  source  of  weuth,  the  seat  then  and 
DOW  of  hospitalitf ,  and  ever/  generous  virtae ; 
bat  what  is  the  fate  of  Savamiah  t  Let  her 
withering  commerce  and  her  sinking  dwellings 
t«Il  the  story ;  aod,  sir,  to  yonr  American  sys- 
tem will  she  point  yon  for  the  cause  of  all  ner 
misftirtnnes.  Why  is  it,  this  stranger  woold 
natnrally  inqnire,  that  I  perceive  sncn  a  difibr- 
enoe  between  these  two  great  sectjocs  of  coun- 
try, especially  when  snoh  a  mystflrions  contra- 
diction is  exhibited  as  to  their  natarai  advan- 
tages! On  one  side,  every  thing  that  conld 
make  a  country  prosperoos,  while,  on  the  other, 
tiere  seems  to  be  nothing  that  would  prevent 
the  exact  reverse.  His  director  would  be  com- 
pelled to  answer,  it  has  all  been  done  by  the 
dngnlar  device  of  legislation.  The  mere  opera- 
tion of  httmaa  law,  actnat«d  by  the  selfishness 
of  hnman  natnre,  has  done  tiiie  fool  deed,  of 
mischief;  has  drawn,  secretly  and  insidioosly, 
all  the  resources  of  the  Bonth  to  the  Northern 
and  Middle  States.  Ve  have  generally  been 
instructed  to  believe  that  man  alone,  in  his  in- 
dividual character,  is  disposed  to  be  a  despot, 
bat  a  regolatton  of  a  whole  conunnnit]'  is  some- 
times as  great  a  tyrant,  end  we  are  often  de- 
ceived and  InUed  into  secnrity  nnder  the  tame 
belief  that  it  is  intended  to  protect,  and  not  to 
destroy,  when  it  oftens  happens  that  some  com- 
bination of  robbers  or  asnrpers  have  artfnlty 
transferred  their  power  into  the  form  of  law, 
and,  in  that  way,  as  effectually  accomplished 
the  purposes  of  frand  and  ambition  as  if  achieved 
by  the  dagger  or  the  fogoL  And  in  all  the 
country  of  t£e  Booth,  from  Vii^ioia  to  Qeorgia, 
it  may  be  touly  said — 


I  come  now  to  the  second  ground  of  expe- 
diency, tiiat  the  system  "  is  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union.''  Mr.  Chair- 
man^ this  country  was  never,  perhaps,  except 
in  time  of  war,  in  a  higher  deneo  of  excite- 
ment. We  hear  of  meetings  at  the  North ;  in- 
deed, very  large  ones  have  lat^y  been  gotten 
up  to  dictate  to  the  Hoose  the  course  it  most 
pnisne ;  we  hear  of  Legislatures  puraoing  the 
same  course  and  saying  the  protecting  system 
shell  not  only  not  be  repealed,  but  it  shsll  not 
be  relaxed ;  we  hear  of  the  presses  saying  that 
even  the  measures  of  compromise  snggested, 
with  the  best  intentions,  by  the  Administration, 
(br  the  sake  of  peace,  will  be  resisted  by  "  a 
million  of  muaket-beanng  people."  Now,  sir, 
when  the  Bonth  acta  or  t^ksthns,  it  is  treason  I 
She  must  snfibr,  and  if  she  oomplaina  in  a  tone 
any  thing  above  the  strain  of  supplication,  she 
is  rebuked  for  insolence,  and  diarged  with  a 
design  to  dismember  the  Union.    Mr.  Ch^r- 
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man,  this  people  cannot  bear  every  tUng,  and  a 
portentous  sign  has  lately  appeared  in  tli« 
SoQth.  Two  States  have  met  together,  and 
told  to  each  other  the  story  of  their  wnmga  in 
a  temper  that  cannot  be  mistaken.  Take  care 
how  you  trifle  with  a  people  strnggling  for 
liberty ;  yon  live  but  one  generation  removed 
from  a  case,  which  I  sliall  presently  show 
^on,  that  affords  the  lesson  of  how  much  an 
injured  people  can  suffer,  and  exactly  at  what 
point  they  will  aven^  their  inenlta.  Two 
thousand  people,  bummg  with  a  jnst  Mnae  of 
tb^  sufferings,  have  recently  declared  of  a 
gallant  son  of  the  Bonth,  whose  chivalry  and 
patriotism  deserved  the  sentlmeiit,  in  view  (rfa 
determination  to  redst  oppression,  if  not  re- 
lieved, that  he  was  "  a  patnot  withont  fear  ai^ 
without  reproach.  He  has  generoosl^  devoted 
himself  to  the  defence  of  Bonthem  nghta  and 
Bonthem  interests,  and  is  qualified  for  everj 
crisis.  And  Bonthem  people  will  enpport  bin 
in  the  great  cause  in  every  peril,  and  at  every 
faasard."  Mark  well  this  feeling  I  It  stirs  a 
spirit  that  will  never  flag,  nntil  it  warma  and 
swells  every  bosom  from  the  Fotomao  to  the 
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pie  will  be  aroused  in  defence  of  that  mo^prc- 
clons  of  all  Heaven's  best  gifts  to  man.  Wmle 
the  few  are  iosidious,  the  many  are  patient ; 
while  tyranny  is  secret  and  crafty,  democracy 
is  open,  generoas,  and  forbearing  i  but  there  a 
a  crisis  m  every  thing,  and  a  ptnnt  bejmid 
which  even  slavery  will  not  suffer.  Ve  sbonld 
team  wisdom  from  experience.  Onr  own  an- 
nals present  the  most  iUnstrions  case  of  hu- 
man persecution,  rcMsted  by  tiie  most  connmi- 
mate  courage  and  daring.  We  Ibve  a  lesaoo, 
not  yet  rixty  years  old,  replete  with  a  moral 
that  can  never  be  too  often  consulted ;  it  is  a 
eonnsel  that  cannot  deceive;  it  ia  a  mcoitor 
that  will  not  hetnj ;  it  poaaeasea  a  feeling  that 
touches  the  heart  withont  anguish,  thon^  it  is 
connected  with  a  atoir  that  mnst  forever  bear 
npon  oar  regrets.  It  la  this  stm^e  for  liberty, 
this  memorable  oootest  for  prin^plc^  I  abaD  llui 
day  invoke  in  behalf  (rf  a  people  auttJected  to 
the  same  unholy  oppression.  It  ia  a  sUning 
light  that  cannot  be  extinguished  ;  and,  before 
Heaven,  in  favor  of  my  suffering  ootrntrymcn, 
will  I  snatch  this  torch  of  the  revolntion,  and 
snuff  it  and  flash  it  in  your  faces. 

In  speaking  of  the  causee  which  led  to  the 
revolntion^  a  distinguished  orator,  (Joel  Barlow,) 
just  after  its  happy  termlnatimi,  brilliantly  ob- 
served :  "  It  was  not  the  quantity  of  the  tax,  it 
was  not  the  mode  of^ntropriation,  but  it  was  the 
right  of  the  demand,  uat  was  called  in  quertion. 
Upon  this  the  people  deliberated;  this  they 
discussed  in  a  cool  and  dispassionate  manner; 
and  this  they  opposed,  in  every  ahape  that  an 
artful  and  systematic  Hinbbj  could  devise^  for 
more  than  ton  years  before  they  asssmed  the 
eword.    This  nngle  otrcnmstance^  aude  from 
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the  mAgnitnde  of  the  contest,  will  stamp  s  pe- 
culiar giorj  oa  the  AmerioBn  revDlntion,  snd 
mark  it  as  a  diatingolabed  era  in  tlie  history  of 


We  are  not  onlj-  qoeetionlng  the  "  right  of  the 
demand,"  bat  we  hare  the  pecnliar  axgravation 
of  not  only  an  intotenible  "qii8ntitT''of  "ta«," 
bat  that  tax  b  transferred  from  tiie  bosom  of 
onr  people,  and  "  appropriated  "  in  other  oono- 
tries.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  comparison 
vhich  it  is  my  intention  to  make.  It  ia  necesaarj 
distinct];  to  state  the  exact  principle  in  boUi 
oases,  and  then  show  with  what  remarkable 
fldelitj  the  facto  will  snstun  the  analogy.  The 
eoloniee  were,  as  the  States  are  now,  independ- 
ent of  each  other;  and  Great  Britdnl  the 
mother  coontry,  conatltnted  their  federal  head. 
To  them  the  mother  oonntrjr  was  what  the 
General  Government  now  is  to  the  States. 
The  latter  ia  onr  federal  head.  Great  Britain 
maintained  that  she  had  a  right  "  to  tax  the 
colonies  in  all  cases  whatever."  The  colonies 
denied  it,  and  contended  that  she  had  only  the 
rigbt  to  tax  them  throogh  the  relation  of 
oonuneree  as  revenne,  and  for  their  benefit' 
that  saoh  tAzes  conid  not  be  taken  and  applied 
to  any  othw  parpose  whatever ;  that  no  direct 
tax  at  all  conid  be  laid  npon  them  withont  their 
consent,  and  then  only  for  the  nse  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  to  be  granted  by  thoir  own  Legisla- 
tures.' The  General  Government  muntwna  that 
she  baa  a  right  to  "  tax  the  States  in  all  cases 
whatever."  The  States  deny  this  right,  and 
eoBt«nd  that  it  can  only  tax  Uiem,  through  the 
regnlatioQ  of  commerce,  as  revenne,  for  the 
single  pnrpose  alone  of  enpporting  the  Govern- 
ment, and  conseqnentlv  for  tbelr  benefit  gener- 
ally and  equally ;  and  Uiat,  as  Great  Britain 
eonld  not  tax  the  colonies  for  her  own  benefit 
at  home,  or  carry  their  money  out  of  the  colo- 
nlea  to  be  nwnt  on  objects  nnconnected  witb 
tbeir  ooloalal  condition,  bo  the  General  Govern- 
ment cannot  tax  the  States  for  the  benefit  of 
msnnfkctares,  a  distinct  interest  from  that  of 
the  Goverament;  in  other  words,  it  cannot 
taie  money,  by  way  of  taxation,  from  one  por- 
tion of  the  Htates,  to  be  spent  In  another,  to 
support  an  individnal  interest  different  from 
that  of  the  Union,  where  all  are  alike  con- 
oemed.  The  proposition  is  now  furly  made. 
Let  any  sapernciu  reader  examine  the  oanaes 
which  led  to  the  revolntion,  and  he  will  find 
that  the  colonies,  thoogh  as  States  they  are 
now  greatly  more  oppre^ed  in  some  qnarters, 
yet  uien  the^  flasned  like  lightning  at  the 
slightest  invasion  of  their  rights.  Great  Britain 
in  two  hundred  yeata,  with  all  her  power  and 
ingennity,  and  apparently  with  tei^ld  more 
right,  was  never  abl^  in  the  internal  regnlations 
of  the  colonies,  to  dnve  the  first  entering  wedge 
into  what  they  considered  nnconatttational  ts^i- 
atjon ;  nor  in  that  time  did  she  aocompliab 
what  the  General  Government  has  done  in  the 
short  space  of  eighteen  years.  Yarioos  were 
tlie  acta,  and  at  vwiooa  tunee  and  under  various 
states  of  feeling  were  Qiey  nrged,  to  establish 


the  principle  that  the  mother  conntry  bad  the 
right  "  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  what- 
ever." The  result  of  sndt  an  unnatural  and 
abhorrent  experiment  must  be  fresh  upon  the 
reootleotion  of  every  one,  save,  perhaps,  the 
misguided  and  infatnat«d  rolers  of  the  General 
Government.  Long  and  ardent  were  their  op- 
position against  the  attempts  of  the  British 
Parliament  to  rivet  npon  tnem  her  port  lawi^  . 
navigation  acts,  admiralty  regulations,  new 
modes  of  trial,  of  appointiog  officers,  stamp 
acts,  and  taxiSe  for  regulating  their  trade. 
Opinions,  resnlting  from  their  oppressions,  sdm- 
nlated  them  to  mitigated  resutanoe,  which 
spread  through  America,  were  intrepidly  miUn- 
tained  agunst  the  nsnrpationa  of  the  mother 
conntry  and  finally  terminated  in  their  ao- 
knowledged  independence. 

Before  I  close  this  branch  of  the  anl^ect,  I 
mnst  refer  the  committee  to  a  part  of  Dr. 
Franklin's  examination  before  a  committee  ot 
Parliament  on  the  snl^ect  of  the  discontents  in 
the  colonies ;  for  it  is  so  pertinent  to  the  oaso 
of  the  Booth,  that  it  were  treacherous  in  me  to 
omit  it.  Among  the  vast  variety  of  questions 
that  were  asked  him,  all  of  which  he  answered 
with  great  wisdom,  and  the  most  unuanal 
promptness,  were  the  following,  viz : 

"  Do  not  you  tUnk  they  would  subniit  to  the 
stamp  act,  ir  it  was  no^iled,  the  obnoxlons  parts 
taken  out,  and  the  duty  reduced  to  some  parti<»laT» 
of  snuH  moment  J  No ;  they  will  never  submit 
to  it. 

"Have  you  not  beard  of  the  resolution  of  this 
House  and  of  the  House  of  Lords,  assartiDg  the 
tlgbt  of  Parliament  relatiog  to  America,  Including 
a  power  to  tai  the  people  Mere  t  [For  the  manu- 
bctnrerB.]      Yes,  1  have  heard  of   sach  reiolu- 

"  What  viU  be  the  otunion  of  the  Americans  on 
those  resclnllonsf  Tliey  will  think  them  unconatl- 
tutional  and  unjust 

"But  who  is  to  Jadge  of  that,  Brit^  or  the 
colony?    Those  that  feel  can  beat  Jadge." 

Tes,  sir,  and  we  who  feel  will  Judge,  come 
what  will  I 

'Said  this  same  committee  to  the  American 
sage: 

"Iftheact  Ii  not  repealed,  what  do  yon  tblnk 
wHI  be  the  cousequencesf  A  total  loss  of  the  re- 
■pect  and  aff^tion  the  people  of  America  bear  to 
^a  mother  country,  and  of  all  ihe  commerce  that 
depends  on  that  reqieot  and  aObctSon," 

And  I,  too,  will  answer  for  the  South,  if  yonr 
tariff  act  is  not  repealed,  away  go  all  the  re- 
spect and  affection  which  can  alone  make  this 
Union  any  longer  desirable. 

What  was  the  isane  of  all  this,  Mr.  Ohaii^ 
man  t  Need  I  tell  you  t  It  must  be  freah  in  the 
recollection  of  every  man  present.  Indeed,  if 
it  were  not  from  a  knowle^  of  Uie  history  ot 
that  day,  which  some,  perhaps,  care  not  to 
know,  and  others  strive  to  forget,  yet  there  is 
an  occasion  once  a  year  when  it  is  brought  to 
their  remembrance  by  a  sacred  political  observ- 
ance which  is  deigned  for  that  especial  pur- 
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pose.  I  bold  in  my  hand  the  homilj  that  is 
used  on  that  sabbath  of  our  indqiendetice.  a 
part  of  which  it  is  mj  intention  to  read  on  this 
occasion  as  contaimng  mj  dootrineB,  and  I  oare 
not  for  the  name  hj  which  it  is  called,  for 
names  are  nothing,  aeainst  tTrann;  and  usur- 
pation ;  and  under  ^ese  tiUes  I  rank  every 
thing  that  Tiolates  the  constitntion  of  the  conn- 
try.  What  I  am  about  to  read  perhaps  was 
never  read  before  but  with  feelings  of  delight, 
except  as  to  those  agtunat  whose  despotism  it 
was  levelled,  and  whose  oppresaions  it  was  in- 
tended to  blast.  It  may  now,  for  aught  I 
know,  enconnter  another  exception. 

"  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that 
an  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  cerlun  noalieDable  rights; 
that  omoDgtt  these  are  life,  libertj,  and  the  pursuit 
of  hapinneBa.  That,  to  secure  these  rights.  Govern- 
ments are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their 
Just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed  ;  that 
whenever  acy  form  of  Go  vemmeDt  becomes  destruc- 
tive of  these  ends,  it  la  the  right  of  the  people  to 
alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  Ooterti- 
ment,  lajiiw  its  foundation  od  soch  principles,  and 
organj^g  its  powen  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall 
seem  most  Uk^jto  afiecl  their  safety  and  happiness. 
Pruduiee  hideed  will  dictate  that  Oovemments  long 
eatabUshed  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
tranrient  causes ;  and,  accordingly,  aU  experience 
hath  shown  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to 
suffer,  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  tfaom- 
selvea  by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are 
accustomed.  Bat  when  a  lone  train  of  abuses  and 
usurpation,  pursmng  invariably  the  same  object, 
evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under  absolute 
despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw 
off  such  Qovemment, and  to  provide  new  guards  for 
their  future  security." 

No  man  can  object  to  this  doctrine.  If  there 
be  such  a  one,  let  him  step  forth  before  the 
democracy  of  America,  and  I  will  venture  to 
predict  he  will  stand  ont  confessed  an  Amer- 
ican monopolist.  Among  the  enumeration  of 
grievances  published  to  the  world  in  that 
memorable  instrument,  part  of  whiob  I  have 
Just  read,  the  following  are  to  be  found : 

"  For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  uie 

IS  upon  us  without  our  con- 


"In  every  stage  of  these  oppreaslonB,  we  have 
patitioned  for  redress  in  the  most  hamble  temu ; 
our  repeated  petitions  have  been  answered  only  by 
repeated  injury." 

Now,  sir,  listen  to  the  catastrophe,  and  may 
it  sink  deep  into  the  hearts  of  those  who  are 
rushing  to  a  similar  destiny,  not  only  deaf 
all  entreaties,  bat  blind  to  those  dire  cons 
qnencea  from  which  the  land  isnot  yet  relieved. 
and  the  hlood  of  which  has  scarcely  ceasea 
emoking  to  heaTen. 

"A  prince  whose  character  is  thus  marked  by 
every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  ia  unfit  to  be 
ruler  of  a  free  people." 

Enough  of  qnotaUonat     Oan  principles  b« 


that  oars  ia  a  case  different  from  the  colonieal 
That  we  are  repreftqpted  in  Congresa,  and,  ood- 
sequently,  wh^ver  taxee  are  impoaed,  are  im- 
posed by  our  representatireal  Sir,  tbis  is 
solemin  mockery,  it  is  adding  insoh  to  injniyl 
What,  far,  break  down  the  dear  distinctiiwa  in 
the  coQstitation,  proetrata  the  limits  of  power 
in  that  sacred  instrument  intended  to  form 
boundaries  arotmd  the  will  <rf  the  su^ority  for 
the  safe  protection  of  the  minority,  let  in  the 
unlimited  and  nncontrollablo  discretion  of  t^at 
i^ority  to  do  what  they  please,  and  than  say 
'e  are  represented,  and  mnst  aabmitl  Ob! 
insolent  and  insufl^rable  podtion  t    Sir,  I  prv- 

ea  that  the  Southern  States  could  not  be 

I  insulted  and  abused  if  they  were  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  SUtea,  and  the  river  that 
mns  by  this  city  was  widened  to  the  breadth 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  the  majority  whicli 
now  wields  their  destmy  was  to  retire  to  PliUa- 
delphia,  and  there,  without  a  single  mftn  (rf  the 
minority,  pass  the  system  that  now  grinds  th^n 
to  the  dust,  and  attempt  to  carry  it  into  effect 
over  that  then  distant  people-  Doee  mixing  a 
feeble,  powerless,  huid-Donnd  ndn<mty  tuttoog 
a  reckless  m^ority,  who  are  resolved  to  over- 
leap the  entrenchments  thrown  around  the 
rights  of  the  former,  and  to  know  no  bounds 
bnt  those  of  their  will,  so  effectually  answer 
the  great  ends  of  equal  representation,  that 
whatever  b  done  shall  be  justified  under  that 
valuable  prindple )  Sir,  this  cannot  be  seriously 
muntuned.  The  members  of  the  8onth  mi^t 
as  well  be  at  home,  for  mingling  themaelves 
here  with  this  nnchanged  minority,  where  tfaey 
have  neither  weight  nor  influence,  only  aerves 
to  have  them  mocked  with  the  preteamm  that 
their  burdens  are  imposed  np(m  their  people 
with  their  own  consent. 

Does  any  one  believe  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  meant  no  more  by  the  revoUtiaD 
than  a  mere  change  of  masters  f  That  tke  love 
of  novelty  alone  has  indnoed  them  to  strike  off 
one  set  of  fetters,  merely  to  impose  another 

Sirecisely  similar,  becaose  they  are  of  th^  own 
Di^g !  Why  stm^le  throu^  every  necies 
of  suffering,  why  faint  onder  every  harddu^is 
why  waste  the  wealth  and  saoriflce  the  yomh 
of  an  infant  conntij,  to  maintain  sod  dtfend 
the  principle  of  self-intenud  govmuuent,  snd 
the  untiienable  right  of  propor^,  if^  when  the 
work  was  aooompllshed,  they  ahoold  madly 
turn  round,  and  throw  theinBelves,  in  new- 
made  manacles,  at  the  feet  of  another  tyrant) 
The  thing  is  too  intolerable  6x  the  woakest 
credulity.  Motives  alwi^  detennine  tlie  char- 
acter of  an  action,  and  thg  revolution  of  a  na- 
tion is  guided  by  as  settled  an  intent,  and  has 
as  fixed  an  obiect,  aa  the  smallest  movemeut 
of  anindiTidnal;  and  thejnst  reproadi  offdly 
or  madness  is  alike  iqiplicable  to  either.  What 
would  have  been  thonsht  of  an  individual  who 
should  thus  have  actedl  We  have  here,  then, 
dearly  indicated  the  motive  of  the  reTolatum. 
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It  w«B  not  a  change  of  tjrants.  It  was  to  se- 
cure and  preserve  onimpaired  that  separate  and 
exclnsiTe  indepeDdenoe  which  belonged  to  the 
Btates,  not  in  their  joint  biA  several  capacitj. 
EaviDg  trinmphed  in  their  perilooB  nndertakiag, 
not,  however,  without  encoontering  the  moat 
nnspeakable  difficnltiea,  which  left  in  their  tmn 
jealousies  they  could  never  appease,  and  bar- 
dens  thej  coiud  not  discharge,  which  ecposed 
them  to  dissensions  from  within,  or  inrosioD 
from  without;  thej  were  willing  to  transfer, 
and  nothing  more,  Uie  right  of  protection  which 
hod  just  been  forfeited  b/  the  mother  conntrj 
to  the  more  tender  and  parental  eare  of  the 
Federal  Government  It  was  physical  and  not 
moral  force ;  it  was  etrength  and  not  intelli- 

Sence,  needed  and  sought  bj  the  States.  An; 
ling  more  than  this  never  was  intended. 
One  word,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  the  TJuion, 
and  I  have  done.  We  have  been  aocnsed  of  a 
want  of  attachment  to  tiie  Union.  Snch  a 
charge  I  fling  back  in  the  teeth  of  our  accusera. 
What  J  the  South  dtsafi^cted  to  the  Uniou  1  The 
Bonth  that  suffered  so  much  in  the  revolution- 
ary war  from  the  common  enemy,  from  savagee 
on  her  frontier,  and  tories,  worse  than  savages, 
in  her  very  heart  I  The  South,  that  so  gallantly 
opened  her  pnrae  and  shed  her  blood  in  the 
last  war  with  the  British  and  Indiana,  when  in 

another  quarter .    But  I  forbear.  It  cannot 

be  believed  that  the  South  is  disloyal.  Who 
were  the  mipportera  of  Jetfierson,  and  Uadison, 
and  Monroe )  And  who,  more  than  Jefferson, 
Uadison,  and  Uonroe,  were  the  defenders  of 
those  republican  princinles  which  moved,  di- 
rected, and  conaummatea  the  revolotion  of  '7S, 
and  were  happily  Iwd  at  the  foundation  of  the 
Federal  Oovermnent!  Did  the  South  beep 
back  when  the  North  reftised  to  give  up  a  sacn- 
fice  rightfully  necessary  to  support  ana  defend 
the  principles  of  the  constitution  f  No,  rir ;  it 
is  a  slander  to  whisper  the  slishtest  suspicion 
of  disloyalty  against  the  Soum.  We  are  at- 
tached, warmly  attached,  to  the  Union ;  not,  it 
is  tme,  for  its  money,  for  we  pay  aU  and  get 
nothing;  but  it  is  for  those  free  and  libwal 
princi^es  so  dear  to  the  rights  of  man ;  those 
principles  that  form  the  bast  aeouiity  for  his 
life,  Uberty,  and  property,  without  which  neither 
onion  nor  any  thing  else  is  worth  preaerving. 
In  the  words  of  a  great  man,  give  us  union,  but 
^ve  OS  liberty  first.  Do  not  deprive  us  of  all 
onr  blessings  under  the  empty  sonud  of  union. 
Do  not  steal  from  ua  our  senses  nuder  the  be- 
witching charm  of  union.  Do  not.  like  the 
Uadagascar  bat,  suck  ns  to  death  while  yon  are 
fanning  us  to  sleep  by  the  coolingbreezes  of 
your  wide-spread  wings  of  union.  We  begin  to 
ondersand  edl  this  delusion,  and  we  are  awake 
to  the  sufferings  yon  have  insidiously  inflicted 
upon  ns  by  the  talisman  of  union.  If  yon  will 
not  withdraw  your  exactions,  if  yon  will  not 
Uve  with  ua  upon  the  terms  of  equal  rights,  I 
toll  yon  intbelangoage  of  plain  truth,  to  which, 
perhaps,  you  are  unacoottomed,  we  ahall  cer- 
tainly part  from  yoo,  and  part,  I  hope,  in  peace. 


Then  you  may  hug  to  yonreelvee  your  darling 
American  system ;  thai  you  may  tax  your 
people  to  your  hearts'  content ;  and  then,  if  yon 
chooee,  you  may  take  to  yonnelves  other  gods ; 
but,  as  for  me  and  my  honse,  we  will  serve  the 
Lom,of  Liberty,  and  all  the  people  of  Oie  South 
shall  cry,  amen, 

Fbidat,  June  15. 
"Hu  Tar^g<^IHieontent  of  tht  iSiwU. 

Vr.  SvTBEBL.Ain>  resumed  his  argument  in 
support  of  the  protective  system,  which  he  in- 
sisted had  had  its  origin  in  Vir^pnia.  In  sup- 
port of  this  position  he  made  large  quotations 
from  the  Ricnmond  Enquirer  and  the  writings 
of  Ur,  Jefferson.  He  adverted  to  the  part 
taken  by  Georgia  at  the  time  the  constitution 
was  adopted,  and  contrasted  it  with  the  course 
taken  by  her  repreaentativee  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  commented  upon  the  amonnt  f£ 
protection  ei^oyed  by  Sontnem  commodities, 
and  applied  the  arguments  advanced  by  tlie 
opponents  of  the  system  to  this  branch  of  leg^ 
lative  protection,  insisting  that  if  they  would 
consent  to  remove  the  protecting  duty  on  cot- 
ton, the  Northern  manufacturers  could  get  the 
Pemambnco  cotton  in  abundance  and  on  very 
advantageous  terms.  He  inveighed  against  the 
positions  taken  by  Southern  gentiemen  as  not 
going  to  modify,  but  utterly  to  destroy  the  pro- 
tective system,  and  with  it  the  entire  mass  of 
manu&ctures  at  the  North.  As  to  a  secession 
of  Qeorgia,  he  would  not  ask  the  gentleman 
from  that  State  (Ur.  Oi.i.ttoh)  to  stay  in  the 
Union  because  he  knew  he  would  stay,  and 
could  not  do  otherwise  coosistenUy  with  his 
own  interest.  He  closed  his  remarks  with  a 
strong  impreeeion  of  his  own  attachment  to  the 
Union,  and  de(«rminatioQ  to  abide  by  it  to  the 
uttermost. 

Ur.  Lxwia,  of  Alabama,  said :  Ur.  Chaiiman, 
in  this  examination  of  the  constitntionality  of 
the  tariff,  I  feel  bound  to  vindicate  our  ances- 
tors from  the  charge  of  anthoriung,  in  the  con- 
stitution, a  modification  of  the  very  principle 
which  produced  the  revolution.  Who  can  wit- 
ness the  present  struggle  of  the  Southern  States 
for  their  constitutional  rights,  without  being 
struck  with  the  identity  of  the  contest  which 
the  American  colonies  waged  with  Great  Brit- 
ain !  Sir,  the  history  of  the  two  periods  may 
be  written  in  almost  Uie  aame  words — unconsti- 
tutional  oppression  on  the  part  of  both  Govern- 
ments: increasing  discontent  among  the  op- 
pressed portion,  first  manifested  in  petitions, 
and  afterwards  assnming  the  bolder  language 
of  remonstrance.  How  long  have  the  Southern 
States,  in  their  devotion  to  the  Union,  begg«l 
and  implored  their  rights  t  They  have  peti- 
tioned and  remonstrated  until  tiieir  remon- 
straoces  have  been  '-  treated  with  contempt." 
So  far  from  producing  any  effect,  their  bnrflens 
have  been  Increased ;  and  while  the  m^ority 
are  buying  up  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union  by  the  plunder  of  the  South,  and  are 
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gradnallr  extendiag  the  circle  of  their  power, 
we  are  insnltingl;  told  we  muBt  anbmit  to  their 
oppressions  be^nse  thej  are  a  mtgoritf .  Sir 
the  nnanimitj  of  the  Britieh  Parliament  b 
passing  the  stamp  act  was  greater  than  tha 
which  has  imposed  on  ns  onr  burdens.  Xbere 
were  bat  two  or  three  individuala  who  bad  the 
coarage  to  vote  againrt  tha  paMaoe  of  that  bill, 
and  yet  onr  ancestors  dared  to  t£ink  it  ancon- 
stitutional,  and,  in  the  fkce  of  "  an  armed  tyr- 
anny," to  Ttmat  its  exeontion. 

Sir,  there  is  an  infktnation  in  power  which 
makes  it  insensible  to  the  signs  of  increasing 
disoontent  which  are  everj'wbere  gathering 
aronnd.  Gentlemen  on  this  floor  believe  that 
the  esdtement,  if  not  the  oppoeition  to  this 
systeni  In  the  Bonth,  is  confined  to  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina ;  and  that  it  has  been  produced  there  by 
disaffected  politicians.  Sir,  this  is  the  very 
lansnage  of  the  royal  proclamations  in  relation 
to  Hawaohnsetts,  She  was  denonnoed  for  her 
disafibotioQ,  and  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  the 
other  oolonlea  were  played  off  in  contrast  with 
what  woa  called  her  "rebeliions  spirit."  It 
was  considered  and  treated  as  a  MaHaohnsetts 
exoit«meiit,  nntil  the  whole  oMitinent  was  in  a 
blase.  The  feeling  of  old  Fanenil  Hall  became 
the  sentiment  of  all  America :  "  That  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  had  no  right  to  tax  the  colonies 
(br  the  benefit  of  the  mother  comitry ;  and  if 
the  coloaies  once  abandoned  the  right  to  tax 
themaelvea,  and  suffered  Parliament  to  tax  them 
at  discretion,  thej  were  no  longer  fi«e."  Let 
gentlemen  not  deceive  themselves  into  a  belief 
that  the  other  Southern  States  con  or  wilt  sepa- 
rate from  South  Oarolina  in  the  coming  straggle 
for  tJieir  common  rights,  whatever  apparent 
difference  there  may  be  as  to  the  manner  in 
whieh  this  strng^e  shall  commenoe. 

Sir,  the  first  canse  of  offence  to  the  colonies 
was  tbe  imposition  of  a  duty,  or,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Geor^a  has  well  expressed  it,  a  tariff 
on  West  India  prodace  coming  into  the  colonial 
porta.  This  was  resented  as  an  attempt  to  force 
the  colonies  to  carry  on  their  trade  with  the 
West  Indies  throngh  the  mother  conntry.  It 
was  denounced  as  a  measDre  which  would  make 
the  commerce  of  the  States  tHbntary  to  the 
commerce  of  Old  England.  We  denoonce  the 
tariff  <Hi  the  very  principle  that  it  makes  the 
BoQtbem  Stat«e  tnbntary  to  the  manniiMtares 
of  New  En^and.  The  object  of  the  British 
Qovemment  then  was  to  restrict  the  trade  of 
the  colonies  to  Old  England :  the  object  of  this 
Qovenunent  is  to  restrict  the  trade  of  the  Sonth 
to  Kew  England.  The  only  difference  in  the 
parallel  is,  that  the  colonies  were  confined  to 
the  best  market  on  earth,  while  it  is  attempted 
to  confine  the  Sonthem  States  to  a  market 
which  reqnires  of  them  a  discriminating  dnty, 
averaging  forty-five  per  cent,  to  make  it  equal 
t«  the  other  markets  of  the  world. 

Mr,  Ch^rman,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  tur< 
prise  to  one  who  has  witneased  the  patience 
with  which  the  Southern  States  have  submitted 
to  the  heavy  and  increamng  exactions  of  the 
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tariff  laws,  to  be  informed  that  their  immediate 
ancestors,  not  more  than  fifty-odd  yean  ago, 
had  resisted,  with  their  lives,  an  inocmriderwle 
tax  on  stamped  pager,  and  a  threepence  doty 
on  tea.  Sir,  the  amonnt  of  these  oppresaioni 
was  indeed  trifiiug,  oompared  with  thoee  under 
which  the  Southern  States  have  submitted  for 
the  last  tvelve  years.  Tea  was  a  beverage 
drank<Mily  by  the  rich ;  and  the  doty  impMcd 
was  of  the  lightest  revenue  obaracter.  What 
is  our  present  condition  t  We  are  taxed  on 
every  article  of  necessary  consnmpticm,  import- 
ed fi^  abroad,  not  threepence,  Init  to  an  aver- 


blankets,  even  ue  impl^nenta  of  labor  with 
which  the  industriona  poor  earn  their  bread. 
Sir,  is  there  any  difference  in  principle  which 
consecrates  the  oppreesionB  which  we  now  ui- 
dure!  None.  Every  Bonthem  State  has  de- 
clared them  unjust  and  nnconstitutional,  and, 
thu^fore,  a  palpable  usurpatitm  of  their  ri^ti ; 
and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  Uiey  will 
di^raoe  their  fathers  by  eventual  aabmuBwo 
to  mianthorized  oppreedoD. 

Hr.  Chairman,  the  great  priDci[de  which  pn>- 
daoed  die  revolution,  whatever  modification  it 
may  have  assumed  in  the  ^ffwent  acts  ot  Brit- 
ish opprescnon,  was  a  denial  of  the  right,  as- 
serted by  the  British  Grown,  of  taxati<Mi  with- 
out representation.  That  denial  meant  notliing 
more  nor  leas  than  the  assertion  of  that  gnat 
conservative  principle  of  English  liberty,  that 
taxation  must  be  by  the  consent  of  those  who 
pay  the  taxes,  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  sup- 
plies can  be  voted  only  by  those  who  p«y  then. 
Sir,  that  single  principle  is  worth,  in  pt«ctice^ 
more  than  all  the  constitntiona  under  ibe  ann. 
I  defy  the  tyrant's  power  if  yon  give  me  the 
right  to  withhold  his  supplies.  What  are  hii 
armies,  his  navies,  his  dongeou,  his  guillotine, 
without  money,  which  has  been  Mlled  the 
sinew  of  war,  and  which  is  eqoslly  the  sinew 
of  oppression  I  Gut  it  in  twain,  and  the  arm 
of  power  is  unnerved.  Withhold  the  sup- 
plies, and  yon  pot  a  check  on  the  most  deter- 
mined oppression,  by  teaching  the  tyrant  tui 
absolute  dependence  on  the  people.  It  is  tM^ 
and  this  only,  which  has,  through  so  many  agc^ 
wrestled  English  liberty  from  u^e  iron  graqt  of 
her  kings  and  her  nobili^.  Our  aaoeeton  be- 
lieved tney  hod  embodied  this  fine  CMiceptiaa 
of  Ant^o-Saxon  liberty  in  onr  oonstitntioii,  by 
pTovi£ng  that  all  revenue  hills  shall  originate 
in  the  Hotue  of  BepresentatJTea,  the  popnlar 
branch  of  onr  Lepslature;  and,t«gnardacsiitst 
■wpreative  aecttonal  taxation,  they  provided  that 
all  dntiee,  impost&  and  exoisee  should  be  nni- 
form  throughout  the  United  States.  By  a  per- 
version of  Uie  spirit  of  this  last-mentioned  pro- 
vision, even  under  a  most  rigid  and  Jesaitical 
adherence  to  its  form,  the  pnndple  that  thoM 
who  pay  the  taxes  shall  vote  the  smiplies,  has 
been  complete^,  and  to  all  practical  purpoaes, 
inverted ;  and  those  who  pay  no  taxes,  but  who 
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are  bonntied  by  taxation,  exdasirel;  ezerciss 
tiie  right  of  imporisg  the  taxes.  Sir,  I  wonJd 
ask  wiiat  agency  the  Sontheni  States  have  hid 
in  passing  a  revenne  bill  Binoe  181B.  Have  not 
Hm  repreeentatiTeB  &om  those  fitatei,  almost 
"m  flww*,"  voted  against  every  revenne 
njMsnre  since  that  period ;  whUe  the  repreeent- 
ativee  from  the  Northern  States,  to  whom,  hy 
their  own  admianona,  the  collection  of  taxee  by 
imports  operates  as  a  boonty.  have  forced 
theii  reveuae  laws  on  the  Sontn  without  her 
consent  t  'Has  not  each  saccearive  tariff  been 
in  the  nature  of  a  new  and  direct  oontribntion, 
levied  by  one  section  of  the  Union  on  the  labor 
of  the  other  t  Sir,  is  not  the  South  praotJoaUy 
nnrepreeeated  on  uiia  floor,  on  all  qnestions  of 
taxation  t  Do  not  the  tax  receivers,  instead  of 
the  tax  p^ers,  fix  the  amonnt  of  the  taxes  t 
Of  what  avul  have  been  the  speeches,  the  re- 
monstrance*, and  even  the  votes  of  Southern 
members  aounat  the  determined  efforts  of  a 
m^ority,  wno  were  intent  in  impoeing  burdens 
on  the  South  I  Hu  the  presence  of  Southern 
members  had  any  other  effect,  daring  this 
■olemn  mockery  of  Southern  rights,  than  to 
give  the  semblance  of  deliberation  to  predeter- 
mined ii^Qstice,  and  to  make  themselvee  instrti- 
mental,  in  appearance,  to  their  own  oppressions  t 
Sir,  the  British  Parliament,  to  cloak  their  injns- 
tdce,  offered,  through  Dr.  Franklin,  to  pve  the 
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good  sense  to  reject  the  proposal ;  telling  them 
that  snch  representation  would  l>6  a  minority 
in  Parliament,  too  weak  to  resist  any  scheme 
of  ii^nstioe,  and  thus  delusion  woold  be  added 
to  oppression.  I  ask  if  the  Sonthem  States, 
with  their  present  representation  on  this  floor. 
Bra  not  in  preoiselv  the  same  situation  in  which 
the  colonies  wonld  have  been  placed  with  their 
nominal  representation  in  Paruament. 

Ur.  Ohainnan,  I  propose,  very  briefly,  to  take 
ft  financial  view  of  the  amount  of  bordeus  im- 
posed  on  the  Boothem  States,  and  of  the  un- 
equal expenditure  of  the  revenne  collected  by 
imposts.  Sir,  by  an  examination  of  this  propo- 
sition, we  shall  be  enabled  to  estimate  the  rela- 
tive amoont  of  freedom  which  we  enjoy  under 
the  present  action  of  this  GovemmeDt.  Per' 
Bonftl  rights  are  at  this  day  secure  throa^hont 
th«  whole  dvilized  world,  and  taxation  is  the 
only  troe  measure  of  liberty.  In  ruder  ages, 
the  whip,  the  chain,  and  the  donseon,  were  the 
tnatroments  of  oppression ;  hut  the  tyranny  of 
modem  times  oonrists  almoBt  eiclusively  in  an 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  property,  and  not  the 
riabts  of  person.  Taxation  is  the  snbtie  process 
wnioh  iocreaaes  power,  wlule  it  destroys  the 
means  of  resisting  it.  Ouaplete  slavery  con- 
sists in  the  right,  on  the  part  of  the  master  or 
the  Government,  to  the  whole  labor  of  the 
slave,  and  the  degrees  of  slavery  can  be  fixed 
only  by  the  relative  amount  of  contribution 
levied  upon  the  labor  of  the  individoaL  Sir, 
measure  the  Rights  of  the  Southern  planter  by 
this  standard,  and  what  superiority  of  freedom 


do  you  astign  him  over  the  subjects  of  the 
English,  French,  or  SpBiatii  moQarohtes  t  Jt  is 
true,  the  whip  is  not  on  our  backs,  nor*  the 
ohaliui  on  our  arms.  The  Zuglish,  French,  or 
Spanish  subjects  can  sa^  as  much,  and  more. 
Each  of  them  can  exult  m  the  declaration  that 
his  Government  levies  ft  smaller  contribution 
on  hia.yearly  inoome,  than  the  joint  action  of 
the  State  and  Federal  Governments  levies  on 
the  income  of  the  Southern  planter.  Sir,  I 
invite  a  comparison  between  the  amount  of 
taxes  pud  by  the  Sonthem  planter,  and  the 
amount  pud  by  the  population  of  Qreat  Britain, 
France,  or  S^tun.  If  we  consider  the  taxation 
of  the  South  m  the  twofold  aspect  of  the  quan- 
tity collected,  and  the  smAU  portion  returned  to 
them  in  the  sluq>e  of  Government  expenditure, 
the  history  of  the  world  does  not  present  an 
instance  of  such  a  perpetual  and  exhausting 
drain.  The  reeouroes  <a  no  other  country  on 
earth  could  have  borne  it  half  the  time.  The 
reason  that  we  are  not  reduced  to  the  conditi<ai 
of  beggars  and  lazoroni,  like  a  portion  of  the 
popnlstion  of  Europe,  is  not  that  we  are  less 
tax-ridden  tban  the  most  impressed  of  them,  but 
because  of  the  abundance  and  fertility  of  our 
land's  t^d  ^B  inexhaustible  value  of  our  staples, 
which  gives  a  larger  income  to  onr  labor  than 
is  enjoyed  by  any  other  people  under  the  sun. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  does  this  Ineqnali^ 
of  expenditure  swell  into  amount  of  oppression, 
when  we  consider  &cts  as  they  are ;  that  the 
section  reoeivinz  so  small  a  portion  of  expendi- 
ture pays  two-thirds  of  the  whole  revenue  of 
the  Government  1  Sir,  to  sum  up  the  whole 
suffering  of  the  South,  I  would  not  confine  it 
either  to  the  toiiff  or  to  internal  improvement ; 
but  to  the  joint  action  of  collecting  and  disburs- 
ing the  revenue,  by  which  the  Southern  States 
pay  five  dollars  into  the  Treasury,  and  get  one 
out ;  while  the  Northern  States  pay  one  in,  and 
get  five  out. 

Mr.  Chturman,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  MoDmru)  has,  I  think, 
conclnsively  proven  that  a  duty  of  forty-five 
per  cent,  upon  those  articles  wMch  we  take  in 
exchange  for  onr  cotton  is  equivalent  to  an 
export  duty  of  fort^-five  per  cent,  on  onr  cot- 
ton. Tliia  proposition  has  been  denied,  but  not 
disproven.  Gentlemen  mi  the  other  ude  have 
not  even  attempted  to  meet  the  argument ;  nor 
con  it  be  met.  Sir,  it  is  not  contended  that  we 
recdve  forty-five  per  ooit.  less  in  money  for 
onr  cotton  than  we  would  have  received  if 
there  had  been  no  duty ;  but  that  our  ootton 
loses  its  relative  value  in  the  markets  of  the 
world,  by  the  very  fact,  that,  by  duties,  yon  add 
forty-five  per  cent,  to  the  prioe  of  those  articles 
which  we  take  ia  exchange  for  our  cotton.  Bir, 
this  is  a  consequence  which  the  cotton  plant- 
er cannot  avoid.  His  ootton  will  purchase 
fewer  of  those  artiolea  which  are  enhanced  in 
by  a  fbrty-five  per  cent.  duty.    If  he  sells 
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purcliBse.  Sir,  for  all  praotical  pnrpoEeB,  the 
Government  had  jnat  as  well  take  forty-five  oat 
of  ever;  hundred  bales  of  my  cotton,  and  make 
a  present  of  it,  before  m;  face,  to  the  manofac- 
tarer,  as  to  compel  ma,  bj  on  impoat  Aatj,  to 
pa;  nim  forty-five  per  cent,  more  for  hU  mana- 
uctnree  than  I  Hhonld  have  given  him  but  for 
the  doty ;  or  to  paj  forty-five  per  cent,  at  the 
cnstom  honse  for  his  benefit,  when  I  import 
each  articled  as  he  manufaotures.  An  ii^nstice 
is  sliared  by  the  whole  population  of  the  8oath, 
whose  consumption  is  made  dearer  by  daties. 
while  the  price  of  their  labor  is  not  enhanced 
in  a  corresponding  degree. 

Kr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  told  that  a 
repeal  of  this  system  will  prostrate  the  produc- 
tive labor  and  capital  of  the  North.  Sir,  is  not 
this  an  admission  of  the  absolnte  dependence  of 
the  North  upon  the  boantiea  which  uiey  are  per- 
mitted by  this  Government  to  lev;  on  the 
Sonth  ?  If  the  manniactniera  cannot  live  with- 
out these  contribntions  on  Southern  labor,  can 
we  be  expected  to  sustain  ourselves  nnder  snob 
perpetual  exactions  t  Sir,  at  the  formation  of  this 
Government,  the  6onth  was  rich  and  the  North 
poor.  Now  the  scene  is  changed ;  and  while 
the  North  is  prosperous  beyond  example,  the 
States  of  VirgGiia,  North  Carolina,  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina,  and  Qeorgia,  present  the  appearance  of  so 
many  conquered  and  plundered  provinces. 

The  agncnltnral  interest  of  uie  Sonth  is,  at 
this  time,  much  more  depressed  than  the  manu' 
foctnring  interest  of  the  North.  If  this  be  not 
a  system  of  sectional  plunder,  let  gentlemen 
play  out  their  own  pnnciptes,  by  giving  to 
others  what  they  claim  for  themselves.  Sir, 
are  not  the  rights  of  the  cotton  planter  as  sacred 
asUiose  of  the  manufacturer?  is  be  not  equally 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  a  Qovemment, 
one-half  of  whose  revenue  is  collected  npon  the 
cotton  trade  alone !  Has  he  not  been  for  years 
tributary  to  the  mannfactnrer  ?  And  would 
the  fbrty-five  per  cent,  bounty  on  cotton  be 
any  thing  more  than  the  contribntion  he  now 
fliniishes  to  tixe  mannfactnrer  t  Sir,  if  gentle- 
men refhse  to  place  the  cotton  grower  on  a 
footing  with  the  favored  interestfl  of  the  coun- 
try, they  need  not  be  surprised  if  a  sense  of 
injustice  and  oppresrion  should  drive  him  to 
withhold  from  tnis  Government  that  contribu- 
tion which  it  has  so  long  and  so  nnjnstl;  levied 
on  bis  indastry. 

Hi.  Ohturman,  the  crisis  has  at  length  arrived 
when  this  qneslJon  most  be  settled  on  a  per- 
manent basis.  The  Southern  people  have  looked 
with  delight  to  the  payment  of  mo  pnblic  debt, 
as  a  period  when  they  might  eipeot  some  alle- 
viation of  their  burdens.  There  is  no  longer 
an  excuse  or  pretext  for  continuing  the  present 
rate  of  duties,  except  for  the  wngle  purpose  of 
making  the  South  tributary  to  the  North.  We 
have  borne,  patiently,  our  unequal  burdens  in 
discharging  a  debt  tnoorred  in  our  common 
defence,  and  we  now  demand  of  you  to  lessen 
onr  tjues  to  the  amount  annually  paid  in  the 
discharge  of  that  debt.    Partaking  in  the  corn- 


feeling  of  onr  countrymen,  in  aatisEactioB 
1  event  which  has  freed  the  Govemmwt 
trom  pecuniary  obligation,  we  call  upon  yon  to 
adjust  your  revenue  to  tbe  legitimate  wants 
of  the  Government.  This  great  national  jubilee, 
which  is  hiuled  with  joy  by  the  lovers  of  free- 
dom thronghont  the  world,  and  which  will  be 
cited  in  after  times  to  the  honor  of  republican 
Government,  brings  no  relief  to  ns  if  onr  exac- 
tions are  to  be  continued.  Sir,  do  we  ask  too 
much  in  calling  for  a  reduction  of  our  taxes  to 
the  fiscal  demands  of  the  Government  T  The 
anhjects  of  European  despotism  would  have  at 
least  this  daim  on  the  homanity  of  their  aovet- 
eign.  Wo  are  willing  to  contribute  our  doe  pw- 
tionofrevenaetoBnpporttheGovernmenL  Tlaa 
we  will  yield  in  no  niggard  or  relnctant  epiciL 
Should  any  portion  of  our  common  coontir,  even 
tbatportion  of  which  we  have  moet  cause  of  c<Mii- 
plaint,  require  our  defence,  it  will  be  fhuTiiriiel 
withoatcalculationttfcoetorconsequenoes.  Tbe 
same  spirit  which  united  oar  fathers  and  led  them 
to  victory,  shall  animate  their  sons,  and  in  the 
common  cause  we  will  fot^t  onr  past  differ- 
ences. Bnt  sir,  with  these  feeUnga,  which  I 
know  pervade  the  whole  Southern  country,  I 
should  be  acting  nncandidly^  did  I  Dot  state 
that  nothing  short  of  a  pracbcal  abaitdonmait 
of  the  principle  of  protection  can  or  on^  to 
satisfy  the  wonnded  feelings  of  the  Bonth.  TIm 
repe^  of  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  artiGlcs 
which  forms  the  basis  of  the  present  bilL  wiU 
never  be  considered  a  fair  a^jnstment  of  t^ 

SaestioQ.  It  has  been  no  part  of  onr  complaint 
lat  revenue  daties  should  be  levied  on  thoee 
articles  which  are  not  manufactured  in  this 
country.  Bach  articles  are  mostly  luiuiiee  con- 
sumed by  the  rich,  and  are  the  most  legitjnute 
snbjec(«  of  revenue,  becanse  the  duties  on  tlten 
areborneeqnallybyatlwhooonsumetiiem.  Our 
complunt  has  been  that  protecting  duties  have 
been  levied  on  those  articles  which  are  mann&e- 
tared  in  one  portion  of  oorconntry,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  the  price  of  manufacturing  labor ; 
and  that  while  those  duties  operate  as  a  tax  00 
the  South,  they  operate  as  a  bounty  on  the  North. 
This  is  the  earn  and  substance  of  the  wiuAe 
controversy ;  and  if  you  take  the  duties  off  of 
wines,  silks,  teas,  spioea,  and  such  other  Inin- 
ries,  and  throw  the  whole  burden  of  the  revenue 
on  salt,  iron,  cotton,  and  woollen  good^  and 
such  other  neoeesaries  of  life  as  are  connmied 
to  the  South  and  mannbctured  to  the  North, 
yon  not  only  relieve  thai  section  from  the  whole 
burden  of  taxation,  but  you  make  the  labco'  erf' 
the  South  tributary  to  the  North. 

Sir,  we  concede  much  to  the  mann&ctariDg 
interest,  when  we  concede  the  ooUeotion  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  Government  by  a  regular 
ad  vdorem  duty  on  imports.  Under  any  moiU- 
flcatton  of  imposts,  the  principal  burden  mnst 
always  fall  on  the  South,  whose  prodactioas 
enter  mainly  into  the  foreign  trade  of  the  coun- 
try. By  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  we  propose  to  give  you  a 
permanaat  proteotiou,  anring  ttwa  W  reveone 
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Aaty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  oeat.  oa  all  joor 
mannfoctaras,  besides  the  protection  yon  enjoy 
in  tbe  expend  of  tranaportation  and  conunis- 
sions  on  tne  foreign  article.  Sir,  thirty  years 
ago,  when  your  manufactnres  were  in  their 
iuTancj,  flii  and  eight  per  cent,  were  oonsidered 
a  rofficient  tax  on  the  rest  of  the  oommnnity  for 
their  snpport.  Twelve  and  a  half  per  oent.  pro- 
tection at  the  expense  of  the  South  is  more 
tiian  any  Sonthern  planter  realizes  from  his 
Oi^ital.  It  ahonld  be  recollected,  in  ai^osting 
this  comproDiiBQ,  that  we  take  no  acoonnt  m 
the  miUiobe  of  dollars  which  have  already  been 
wmng  from  the  impoverished  Sooth,  to  build 
np  the  mann&ctnring  industry  and  prosperity 
of  the  North.  Strict  and  rigid  jnstioe  woold 
reqaire  that,  in  reenming  to  a  lair  system  of 
revenue,  the  mannfactnrers  sbonld  oontribnte  as 
mncb  to  the  South,  as  they  have  heretofore 
exacted  from  her. 

Ur.  Chairman,  it  has  been  nrged  that  any 
rednction  of  duties  should  be  ^adnal,  so  as  to 

aire,  as  little  as  possible,  the  intereate  of  thoee 
o  have  vested  their  capital  in  manufantnrea, 
under  the  implied  futh  of  the  Government  to 
continne  its  poller  "^  protection.  I  chaerfolly 
yield  to  this  soggeBtfon,  althongh  my  consti- 
tuents have  large  interests  invested  in  agricnl- 
tnre,  under  the  pledge  from  this  Government 
that  their  rights  of  property  should  not  be 
violated  by    appropriating    any  part    of    Its 

Sroceeds  to  any  other  purpose  than  to  carry 
ito  effect  die  constitutional  powers  of  the 
GovemmenL  So  one  has  propped,  and  I  hope 
no  ona  from  the  Sonth  will  propose,  a  sudden 
rednction.  If  gentJemea  reqnire  i(^  let  them 
take  three,  five,  or  even  seven  years,  provided 
they  will  at  last  come  down  to  the  legitimate 
wants  of  the  Government.  Let  us,  however, 
eee  through  this  long  vista  of  time  some  prospect 
of  retaming  liberty  and  JQStice;  some  period  in 
the  distant  perspective,  at  which  they  will 
restore  to  ns  oar  long-lost  rights.  The  Phila- 
delphia Free  Trade  Convention,  speaking  in 
the  name  of  the  Sonth,  have  assumed  the  ground 
that,  nnder  a  gradual  reduction,  the  system 
of  protection  must  ultimately  be  abandoned. 
While  I  profess  myself  willing  to  vote  for  any 
real  and  oima  fide  reduction,  I  must  be  allowed 
to  say  that,  if  the  Southern  people  abandon  the 
position  assumed  by  that  convention,  they  are 
not  only  the  slaves,  but  the  willing  slaves  of 
manofaotoring  avarice  and  oppression. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  att^pted  to  discuss 
this  subject  with  that  freedom  which  its  impor- 
tutoe  demands.  I  should  not  have  acted  with 
candor,  had  I  characterized  the  oppression  of 
which  we  complain,  in  terms  of  more  measured 
indignation.  Sir,  I  have  not  intended  to  give 
offence  to  any  one  on  this  door  by  any  thing 
that  I  have  said.  How  much  soever  I  may 
differ  with  gentlemen,  m  j.  associations  here  have 
given  me  a  feeling  of  personal  respect  and  kind- 
ness towards  many  with  whom  I  shall,  prob- 
ably, always  disagree  in  opinion  on  this  ques- 
tion.   Bocb  gentlemen  will  give  me  credit  when 
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I  say  that  the  Southern  people  valne  the  Union 
as  mnch  as  any  other  portion  of  our  common 
country :  but  they  value  their  liberties  still 
more.  They  will  abandon  the  Union  only  in 
the  last  struggle  for  their  rights  \  and  when  it 
is  gone,  they  will  have  no  cause  to  upbraid 
themselvee.  They  have  not  asked,  nor  will  they 
ask,  any  favors,  or  bounties,  or  privileges  at 
yonr  hands ;  they  clium  but  the  right  to  enjoy 
the  proceeds  of  their  honest  labor.  In  their 
name,  I  invoke  yon,  b^  the  blood  of  our  com- 
mon ancestors,  by  tlie  independence  which  they 
struggled  to  achieve,  by  tiie  -emblems  of  liberty 
wluch  surround  us,  by  the  stars  and  stripes  of 
cur  national  banner,  suffer  us  to  remain  in  the 
Union,  not  as  slaves,  but  as  freemen,  paying  no 
other  tribute  than  Uiat  which  we  owe  to  our 
oommoa  conntry. 

SATrBDi.T,  June  16. 
Tha  Begitter  of  DAatti. 

Mi.  E.  Evxsktt,  from  the  Library  Commit* 
tee,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  order  of  this  House  for  a  sub* 
■cription  for  tbe  first  three  volumes  of  Galea  and 
Beaton's  Register  of  Debates,  be  exteoded  to  the 
volBme  which  has  dnce  been  published,  and  to  the 
volamea  which  may  beiealler  be  publiahed  of  the 
aforenid  work. 

Ur.  FoBTXB,  of  Oeor^a,  moved  to  amend  Qie 
resointion  by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  re- 
ferred to  the  volumes  to  be  published  hereafter. 
He  thought  the  resolntion  had  at  first  been 
adopted  in  rather  a  hasty  and  precipitate  man- 
ner. It  appeared,  however,  that  on  the  faith 
of  it  the  publishers  had  gone  on  to  print  an- 
other volume  of  debates.  He  did  not  wish 
that  they  ahould  l>e  losers,  and  be  was  willing 
to  go  as  far  as  the  volume  which  had  been 
printed.  But  he  was  opposed  to  granting  fifty 
or  one  hundred  thonsand  dollars  a  year  to  any- 
body. 

Ur.  EvEBETT  stated,  that  when  the  original 
resolntion  had  been  moved,  it  had  been  under- 
stood by  some  members  of  Coogresa,  and  among 
them  a  very  distinguished  member,  now  in  the 
other  House,  as  amounting  to  a  standing  soh- 
Bcription  for  this  work,  as  it  should  come  out 
from  year  to  year.  There  had,  however,  been 
some  doubt  on  this  sntgeot  on  the  part  of  the 
Committoe  of  Accounts,  in  oonsoqnenoe  of 
which  the  last  volume  of  the  work  had  not 
been  taken,  and  remuned  on  the  hands  of  the 
publishers.  Mr.  E.  observed  that  the  work 
was,  in  ilA  nature,  continuous.  The  debates  in 
the  House  proceeded ;  and  if  it  was  proper 
that  a  recoN  of  them  should  be  preserved  at 
all,  the  record  ought  to  continue  with  the  de- 
bate. It  was  important  that  tbe  people  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  had 

Easaed  in  tnat  House,  and  that  they  should 
ave  some  record  of  i^  proceedings  to  turn  to. 
Tbe  amount  of  the  subscription  was  not  large, 
and  as  tiie  resolntion  had  been  passed  almost 
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nDanimoiulr,  (msof  gentlemen  bad  voted  I 
favor,  whom  Mr.  E.  nerer  knew  to  vote  for  any 
other  of  the  kind.)  the  pnhliahen  had  made 
preparation  to  go  farther,  and  had  printed  an- 
other rolome  of  their  work.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  adopting  the  ren 

Ur.  FoarsB  was  glad  that  the  preBent  reaoli 
tion  had  be«i  bronght  forward.  Donbte,  it 
seemed,  had  been  felt  respecting  tiie  extent  and 
proper  oonstmction  of  the  ori^nal  resolntion, 
and  that  now  offered  was  int^ded  to  remove 
all  doubt  on  the  sal{]ect.  This  was  very  right 
He  had  not  been  a  member  when  the  first  reso- 
lation  passed,  bat  if  the  interpretation  of  gen- 
tlemen was  oorreot,  he  oonld  not  but  think  that 
a  former  Oo^wrees  had  gone  verr  for  in  com- 
mitting this  GoTemment  to  all  ages  for  the 
support  of  a  work  of  this  description.  The 
fiutn  of  the  nation  was  siJd  to  have  been 
pledged-and  the  Honse  oommitted  for  all  flitore 
tdme.  This  was  tiie  proper  occasion  for  the 
House  to  ear  whether  it  so  nndentood  the 
resolution.  If  the  aabscription  was  to  be 
stopped,  now  was  the  time  to  stop  it.  The 
gNiuemiBn,  however,  had  observed  that  the 
resolntion  bad  been  passed  almost  ouanimonsly. 
Tea :  no  doubt.  The  Honse  seldom  refnsod  to 
snbMribe  for  any  publication,  be  it  what  it 
might,  which  waa  hitended  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  its  own  members.  If  a  work  was 
for  aomebodr  else,  they  wonld  oonsider,  and 
might  possibly  have  soruples ;  but  if  It  was  for 
themselTeB,  lul  Bomplea  were  at  an  end,  aod  a 
motion  to  sabsoribe  would  pass  almost  nnani- 
monslf. 

Hr,  Polk  said  that,  on  learning  that  there 
bad  been  some  doubt  as  to  the  proper  constnic- 
tion  to  be  pven  to  the  resolution  ori^nally 
passed,  he  had  reijnestAd  of  the  Olerk  to  see  the 
words  of  that  resolution,  and  on  reading  them, 
all  donbt  vanished.  There  was  no  room  on 
which  a  doubt  coidd  rest  [Here  Mr.  F.  read 
the  resolution.]  The  resolution  extended  to 
the  debates  of  two  seaaioas  onlj.  It  contained 
no  pledge,  nor  any  thing  like  a  pledge.  The 
question  was  perfectly  open,  and,  unless  some 
other  resolntion  had  passed,  it  was  impossible 
'tiiat  the  publishers  could  have  soppoBed  that 
tlie  Honse  was  in  any  manner  bouad.  Mr.  P. 
said  it  waa  hia  opInioD  that  the  resolntion  onght 
not  to  pass,  but  that,  if  it  did  pass,  the  amend- 
ment ought  first  to  be  adopted.  He  oonoluded 
by  movmg  to  lay  the  resolntion  and  amend- 
ment upon  the  table;  but  withdrew  the  motion 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Adakb,  who  observed,  that  with  respect 
to  the  orleinal  resolution  he  had  nothing  to 
say,  as  he  nad  not  then  been  a  member  of  the 
House.  He  was,  however,  extremely  glad  that 
such  a  resolution  did  pass.  From  the  Un> 
gua^e  of  tiie  resolution,  it  certainly  appeared 
to  him  to  oont^  no  pledge  for  any  future  sub- 
scription. But  he  wished  that  the  present  reso- 
lntion might  pass  upon  its  own  merits.  It  was 
fit  and  proper  that  members  of  the  House 


should  have  an  opportam^  to  know  what  had 
been  done  herebmire.  He  believed  that  tbwe 
was  scarcely  a  member  of  the  Hoow  who  had 
not,  on  the  occasion  of  the  debate  which  at  thia 
time  oocnpies  the  Honse,  and  which  so  de^y 
agitates  the  nation,  reouned  to  this  reotod  c^ 
the  former  discnasions  in  Oongreea  on  the  aaime 
subject,  particularly  those  on  the  tariff  of  1B2B. 
This  work  may  be  considered  as  the  beet,  if  not 
as  the  only  parliamentary,  or  rather  congrea- 
Monal  history  of  thb  TJmon ;  for,  in  time  cf 
peace  at  least,  the  record  of  the  proceediogi  ta 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  is  in  a  great  degrea 
the  history  of  the  nation.  In  Great  Britain,  a 
recent  publication  of  the  parliamentary  debates 
formed  a  work  occupying  nearly  two  hmidred 
volumes,  eadi  as  Ivge  M  those  of  the  work 
now  io  qne^oD.  In  Great  Britain,  whose  peo> 
pie  were  sometimea  accused  hure  <tf  not  feding 
the  same  powerfid  interest  in  the  conoema  <? 
their  Oovernment  which  we  did,  so  mnoh  In- 
terest was  excited  by  this  work,  that  iha  pnb- 
lication  sustained  itself  although  docmnenta  of 
a  nmilar  kind  were  now  in  a  coorae  of  pubti- 
oatiou,  nnder  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  and 
at  the  expense  of  tlie  natirai.  Of  tlie  magni- 
tude, and  extent^  and  expensiveness  of  this 
publication,  any  member  of  the  House  might 
form  an  idea  by  vinting  onr  own  library,  to 
which  he  believed,  by  the  liberality  d  the 
printer  of  the  compilation  itself^  a  present  of  a 
oomplAto  set  of  it  had  very  recently  been  uiadc^ 
Burely,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  which  the 
example  of  England,  and  the  example  of  the 
British  Parliament,  should  have  weight  with 
us,  it  was  this.  The  pabUcati(«i  referred  to  in 
the  present  rceolotion  was  one  of  the  asnte 
kind  with  that  of  the  parliamentuy  debates; 
bnt  without  the  dd  of  this  House,  it  most  fail. 
The  publication  wonld  continue,  if  the  oonntiy 
was  to  continue  with  its  preeeut  Government, 
aa  he  trusted  in  God  it  wonld,  and  then,  here- 
aiter,  these  very  volumes  would  be  looked  bad 
to  by  posterity  aa  a  record  of  the  acts  and  t^rib- 
ions  of  that  House.  He  hoped  that  any  sum 
of  money  that  might  be  requu^  to  secure  soch 
an  object  would  not  be  looked  to  as  a  reason 
for  r^ectong  it  He  hoped  genUemen  would 
rather  look  to  their  posterity,  and  provide  the 
means  which  should  enable  them  to  leam  wbit 
their  fore&tbers  had  sud  and  done.  The  wmk 
was  important  as  an  fUd  to  the  history  of  the 
country.  Mnoh  of  the  national  history  must, 
of  course,  depttid   on  what   passed  in  that 

What  is  the  meaning,  Mr.  Speaker,  <A  that 
beautifol  marble  statue  over  your  clock  (pcnnt- 
Ing  at  the  statue)  at  the  entrance  of  this  HalL 
Sir,  it  is  the  Muse  of  Htstoiy  in  her  cor,  look- 
ing down  uDon  the  members  of  this  House,  and 
reminding  them  that,  as  the  hour  passes,  sne  i* 
in  tiie  attitude  (^  recording  whatever  they  say 
and  do  upon  tide  floor:  an  admonition  well 
worthy  ta  being  remembered.  The  reporters 
at  ^e  sides,  in  the  rear  of  your  chair,  ar»  the 
scribes  of  that  Muse  of  History ;  and  this  pnb- 
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lication,  for  which  the  reaolntion  before  yon 
proposes  a  sobscriptioD,  ia  the  real,  I  might  eaj 

the  liTiDg  record  of  that  htstorio  Ifase.  The 
pDblication  is  well  Imown  to  be  the  best  and 
most  accurate  report  exiitiDg  of  the  debates  in 
Congress  ;  and  so  lone  as  it  shall  be  continued, 
and,  eepecisUj,  bo  well  execated  as  it  has  been 
hitiierto,  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  the  anb- 
ecrtptioa  for  the  volome^  as  they  succeed  each 
other,  will  not  be  refnsed. 

iLr.  Bpeisht  said,  that  If  the  question  to  be 
settled  bad  been  wbetber  the  state  of  knowl- 
edge in  the  coantry  should  be  ImproTed,  and 
whether  the  nation  shonld  have  the  means  of 
knowing  what  passed  in  that  Hoase,  be  ebonld 
oheerftdiy  agree  to   the  resolntion,     Bi^  the 

Saestion  was,  whether  Congress  shonld^ave 
le  power  to  tax  the  people  of  this  conntiy, 
and  appropriate  their  money  to  buy  books  fur 
theraselTes  to  read.  And  he  solemnly  protest- 
ed agunst  their  having  any  such  power  in  re- 
spect to  his  conatitaents  for  any  such  pnrpose. 
Ilie  practice  had  been  carried  to  a  considerable 
extent  during  the  present  session,  and  the  evil 
b^^  now  to  be  looked  upon  by  the  people,  as 
it  ought  to  be  looked  apon,  with  horror  and 
dlsgnst.  There  was  not  an  individual  in  the 
EoDse  who  wonld  go  to  a  greater  extent  with 
a  view  to  enlighten  the  people  of  this  country 
than  be  would,  but  he  called  upon  the  House 
to  look  at  the  precedent  they  were  setting. 
They  were  appropriating  the  money  of  the 
yeomanry  of  this  land  to  bny  books  for  them- 
selvea  to  read  I  and,  not  content  with  this,  they 
were  binding  OongreBs  to  do  the  same  thmg  in 
all  future  times.  He  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  In  tne  excellent  sentiment 
he  bad  expressed,  and  he  renewed  the  motion 
of  that  gentleman  to  la;  the  resolution  and 
amendment  npon  the  table.  On  which  motion 
be  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  withdrew  the 
motion,  however,  to  oblige 

Mr.  SnTHBBLaHD,  vho  sud  he  was  in  favor 
of  these  books — [Here  Ur.  Spbioot,  speaking 
across,  said,  "  Bay  them  "] — and  he  was  in 
favor  of  buying  thcw,  and,  therefore,  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  resolution.  This  question  had 
been  discussed  when  Ur.  8.  bad  first  come  Into 
Congress.  Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
in  the  Honse  at  that  time,  and  strongly  advo- 
cated the  measure.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee CUt.  Pols)  opposed,  and  he  {Mr.  Scther- 
lahd)  Qefended  the  resolution.  The  reasons  he 
had  given  at  that  time ;  he  thought  them  suffi- 
cient then,  and  he  thought  them  sufficient  now. 
Inasmncb  as  some  gentlemen  wonld  not  buy 
the  books  and  take  them  home,  and  show  them 
to  their  constitaents,  to  inform  them  of  the 
state  of  pnbtio  aSairs,  some  means  should  be 
adopted  of  having  them  sent.  How  else  would 
they  find  their  way  into  the  distant  parts  ofi 
the  country?  Who  would  buy  these  books  to 
carry  them  oat  into  Arkansas!  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Caroliua,  he  would  venture  to 
say,  had  not  carried  them  into  bis  part  of  the 
country. 
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[Mr.  Spbioht  made  some  explanation,  which 
was  not  heard,  bat  it  was  believed  to  be  that 
he  did  not  take  the  books.] 

Mr.  8,  resumed.  If  the  gentJeman  had  not 
taken  the  books,  he  was  a  rare  exception 


might  oppose  such  a  resolution  as  this,  they 
took  the  books  not  with  standing.  Thus  they 
had  a  double  advantu^ :  they  got  both  the 
books  and  the  credit  of  refusing  them.  Mr.  8. 
wished  to  dbe  them  sent  abroad,  and  placed  in 
the  libraries  of  the  cooDtry.  I^  on  arriving  at 
home,  any  gentleman's  consdence  should  re- 
buke him  for  having  taken  the  books,  all  be 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  pot  them  into  a 
public  library,  and  let  tJie  people  have  the  ben- 
efit of  them.  This  was  the  very  thing  Mr.  S, 
desired,  and  he  was  the  more  deairoaB  of  iL 
because,  by  consolting  such  a  work,  they  would 
be  able  to  see  both  sides  of  every  disputed 
question.  A  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
O1.A.IT01O  had  lately  told  the  House  that  he 
was  manofacturin^  a  n>eecb  which  he  intended 
to  publish  and  distribute  at  the  South,  and 
that  he  should  have  cert^n  documents  append- 
ed thereto.  Now,  Mr.  8.  wished  that  this  book 
should  also  go  to  the  8outh,  with  certain  docu- 
ments appended  thereto.  He  was  for  sending 
the  argument  employed  in  the  present  debato, 
on  both  sides  of  the  qn^tion,  all  over  the 
Union.  Let  them  go  forth  aide  by  side,  neck 
and  neck,  with  the  tariff-horse  a  little  ahead. 
The  gentleman  wanted,  very  much,  to  enlighten 
the  nation ;  lot  him  send  this  book  abroad;  let 
the  people  of  the  Booth  hear  what  those  of  the 
North  had  to  say.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  let 
those  in  the  North  hear  the  arguments  and 
compl^ts  of  their  Bonthem  brethren.  It  was 
a  great  question,  and  the  people  ought  to  un- 
derstand it.  And  it  was  said  that  the  Union 
was  in  danger;  he  believed  no  snoh  thing;  but 
he  wanted  the  people  to  hear  both  «des  of  the 
ai^ument.  Gentlemen  mnst  have  found  it  very 
convenient  to  have  books  to  refer  to.  Jt,  for 
instance,  they  wanted  to  consult  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  to  see  where  tiie  tariff  doctrine  com- 
menced, they  could  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing  it.  The  copy  which  he  had  consult^  for 
that  purpose,  and  oat  of  which  he  had  read 
such  interesting  eitracta,  was,  however,  the 
only  complete  file  of  that  paper  to  be  found. 
It  had  been  preserved  by  lir.  Jefferson,  and 
but  for  that  the  House  might  have  lost  the 
whole  of  what  he  had  read  to  them.  But  had 
a  Begister  of  Debates  been  at  that  time  pub- 
tiaheo,  what  a  flood  of  li^t  would  it  have 
poured  upon  the  whole  subject  I  Such  a  record 
tended  to  preserve  the  parity  and  conwstency 
of  legislation.  What  was  it,  for  example,  that 
kept  the  judiciary  of  this  counti7-Bo  pare,  and 
in  such  high  esteem!  It  was  the  publication 
of  their  decisions.  The  court,  then,  could  not 
leave  the  ground  it  had  once  taken,  without 
having  its  previous  decisions  held  up  before  its 
&ce.    This  rendered  the  coart  cautious,  and 
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obliged  it  to  be  oon^steDi  Tho  pnritj  of  that 
tribnna]  depended  more  apou  the  publicatioa 
of  ita  decifiioDS  tban  aaj  thing  else.    The  same 

Srinoiple  would  operate  here,  and  be  followed 
7  the  same  conseqaences. 

Mr.  TaoNPSoK,  of  Georgia,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  reeolation  upon  the  table.  On 
which  motion  Mr.  Erunr  demanded  the  jeaa 
and  naje. 

The  question  waa  taken,  aooordingl;,  b;  jeas 
and  nays,  and  stood  ob  followa :  Yeaa  65, 
nsjs  lOS. 

So  the  Hoose  refused  to  laj  the  reeolation  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Etebbtt  had  no  wish  that  tho  Hoose 
ahoold  do  any  thing  which  might  be  considered 
as  binding  it  to  t^Le  this  work  in  oil  fiitnre 
time,  and  if  tJie  amendment  proposed  by  the 
^entleinan  from  Georm  shot^d,  as  be  tmsted 
it  would,  be  Kjected,  h»  should  then  offer  an 
amendment  adding  the  word^  "  till  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  Hoose."  This  would  leave  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  stopping  its  anbscrip- 
tion  at  pleasnre. 

Mr.  FoLz  said  that  the  adoption  of  snch  an 
amendment  would  have  no  effect  to  alter  the 
case,  tbe  Hoose  mi^bt  at  all  times  withdraw  its 
snbsorlption ;  but  if  gentlemen  held  that,  be- 
cause tne  pnblishers  had  put  themselves  to  ex- 
pense in  advance  of  any  action  of  the  House, 
the  House  was  bound  to  take  the  book,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  publishers  ooold  contiime  the 
obUgation  as  long  as  they  pleased.  The  proper 
ooorse  would  be  that  indicated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  to  strike  ont  we  last  part 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MoDnrrn  sud  that  it  was  be  who  had 
introduced  the  original  resolution  fbr  a  sub- 
scription to  this  work.  He  believed  the  work 
to  be  a  very  valoable  one,  and  he  was  very  sore 
the  publishers  would  not  and  conld  not  nnder- 
take  it  withont  the  snpport  of  Ooogresa.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  gentieman  from  Maa- 
sachosetts  (Mr.  Evbb*it)  would  consent  to  the 
amendment  He  thooght  it  would  be  better 
that  the  pohlisbers  ahonld  rely  on  the  discre- 
tion and  liberolitj  of  future  Oongresses,  than 
that  the  House  shoold  enter  into  an  obligation 
whioh  hod  no  respect  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  proposed  shoold  be  eiecnted.  He 
thought  they  might  with  great  confidence  rely 
on  fotore  Congresses  to  continue  the  support  of 
the  book,  if  it  should  continue  to  be  ezeoated 
OB  well  as  it  hod  been  hitherto.  A  proof  of 
which  was  to  be  foond  in  the  fkot,  that  the 
original  resolution  had  l»een  introduced,  and 
adopted  by  so  loi^e  a  minority,  in  a  penod  of 
the  very  highest  political  excitement,  when 
parties  ran  as  high  as  they  ever  had  done  since 
we  were  a  nation. 

Mr.  ELLswoKni  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail,  with  the  modification  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Eveb- 
Kn  0  the  Hoose  woold  have  the  matter  witbin 
its  control.  The  ol^ect  was  not  that  individual 
members  might  get  these  books.    The  gentie- 
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man  from  Korth  Candina  had  not  been  oamet 
in  the  view  he  bad  taken ;  the  object  was  that 
the  nation  at  large  uugbt  have  the  benefit. 
The  people  never  woold  xet  these  books  in  any 
other  mode ;  nor  coold  they  be  better  diasoni- 
nated  than  by  being  placed  in  every  Ck>ngres- 
sional  district  in  the  Union.  If  tbe  Hoose  was 
satisfied  that  the  work  was  valoable,  (and  none 
denied  that  it  was,)  the  better  mode  would  be 
Co  give  the  publishers  some  assDiauoe  to  go 
upon.  The  aal»eot  wonld  still  be  within  tM 
control  of  the  Hoose ;  and  sbonld  the  book  be 
badly  executed,  they  need  not  take  it. 

Mr.  Ibvis  said  be  had  no  objectJcMi  to  vote 
for  the  snbscription,  but  he  must  object  to 
pledging  the  Hoose  to  take  whatever  the  com- 
pilenTtS'  tlus  book  might  choose  to  pat  into 
type.  He  shoold  prefer  to  let  a  committee  ex- 
amine the  book,  and  pass  on  ite  meiUs.  He 
therefbre  moved  to  strike  ont  the  latter  dsnse. 

[Mr.  I.  hod  not  heard  the  motion  of  Jb. 

FOSTXB.] 

Mr.  SpmoHT  ftirtber  insisted  on  hia  o[^oa- 
tion  to  the  resolntion.  If  there  wos  a  propoa- 
tion  to  grant  to  each  member  of  the  House  a 
bonus  of  $1,000,  would  any  gentleman  be  toatiA 
to  vote  for  itt  This  was  a  motion  to  ^profm- 
ate  money  to  buy  a  book  for  their  own  nse; 
where  was  the  difference?  He  contended  bi 
prindple ;  but  to  contend  for  principle  in  tlusa 
times,  seemed  like  rowing  against  wind  ai^ 
tide.  He  waa  glad  to  perceive,  however,  that 
nothing  like  a  spirit  of  part?  octoated  gmtle- 
men  on  this  occasion.  A^  to  carrying  tlie  book 
to  spread  information  in  their  disbictsMt  might 
do  very  weU  for  the  gentieman  from  Philip 
phia  (Mr.  SmiKBLuni)  to  talk  of  that ;  but 
how  wonld  it  apply  in  his  district,  and  that  of 
his  colleague  over  the  way.  (Mr.  C.&S80B,) 
whose  districts  were  of  mncn  larger  extent  t 
Placing  the  book  in  their  libraries  wonld  con. 
vey  no  information  to  the  people.  He  insstcd 
that  the  Hoose  had  no  constitutional  ri^t  to 
pass  any  such  resolotion ;  bnt,  if  they  were  de- 
termined to  proceed,  let  them  do  so. 

Mr.  Cniia  proposed  to  limit  the  subscriptioD 
to  the  foortb  and  fiith  volumes  of  the  work. 
This  would  be  eoing  far  enough  into  the  fbtate, 
and  woold  obviate  the  objection  of  the  Kentis- 
man  from  Geor^^  (Mr.  Fobtss,)  whicn  was 
not  without  force.  As  to  the  parallel  stated 
by  tho  gentieman  from  North  Caroling  it  did 
not  apply.  It  wonld  be  mean  and  base,  indeed, 
to  vote  a  bonus  of  money  into  th^  pockets; 
but  it  was  wholly  another  matter  to  vote  woofej 
for  the  means  of  transmitting  our  national  lus- 
tory  to  posterity.  Did  the  gentieman  supposa 
it  was  the  object  of  those  who  voted  for  the 
resolotion  to  enlarge  their  fortune  by  the  Im- 
portant sum  of  five  dollars  I  He  trusted  thtj 
fil  hod  higher  motives. 

Mr.  BufiBL  coincided  in  opinion  with  the 
gentieman  who  bod  jnst  spoken  ;  but  be  nertt 
could  vote  for  a  resolution  of  tbis  kind.  Ibe 
gentleman's  argament  was  very  good ;  but  be 
thought  the  disBemination  of  Uie  laws  was  of 


.yGoogle 


JvwE,  1833.] 

tDora  importance  th&n  duaeminatjug  geotle- 
meo's  ape«diea.  However,  as  the  gentleman 
from  ViraiimB  spoke  very  often,  he  supposed  he 
would  like  to  see  his  own  speeches  pat  apon 
record ;  but  when  A  proposition  was  brought 
fbrward  to  plaoe  &  copj  of  the  laws  in  ever; 
clerk's  office  in  die  countr/,  the  gentleman  was 
opposed  to  it  He  would  vote  a  book  for  his 
own  library,  but  when  a  book  was  lo  be  sent 
to  his  coostitaents,  that  ha  was  opposed  to. 
He  treated  the  argoment  of  the  ^ntleman  from 
North  Carolina  about  mone;,  with  contempt. 

[Mr.  Cbaio  here  int«rposed.  It  was  not  true 
that  he  had  treated  the  gentleman  from  North 
CanAiua  with  oontMnpt ;  be  bad  no  anch 
thought.  Hr.  BpKiGirr  said  it  was  no  matter ; 
he  should  take  care  of  that] 

Ur.  D.  resumed.  He  had  not  sud  the  gen- 
tleman treated  eaj  one  with  eonteinpt  As  to 
treating  the  genUeman  from  North  Oarolina 
witb  oontempt,  it  was  impossible ;  the  two  gen- 
tlemen were  too  good  friends  for  that ;  and  be- 
aidets  the;r  seemed  to  have  taken  the  Honse 
Jointly  into  their  eare.  None,  surel;,  would 
venture  to  treat  either  of  them  witb  contempt ; 
it  was  out  of  the  qnestloii.  As  to  the  honor' 
able  gentleman  from  North  Oarolina,  he  had 
told  the  House  that  he  did  not  carry  these 
books  home. 

[Mr.  Spbisht  eaid  he  had  not] 

So  we  are  to  suppose  that  he  did  not  take  his 
books. 

[Ur.  SpnoKT  said  he  had  not  token  them 
into  his  district ;  the;  were  in  tMs  dty.] 

Oho  1  This  is  news,  indeed.  So  tbe  gentle- 
man waa  not  agunst  t^dng  the  books,  but  only 
agunst  carrying  them  to  his  constituents.  A 
very  extraordinary  distinction,  indeed ;  much 
like  the  difference  between  "  Gome  out  here, 
McOarty,"  and  "McOarty,  come  out  here." 
Hr.  D.  said  he  liked  to  see  consistency. '  He 
did  not  charge  the  gentleman  from  North  Oar- 
olina with  inconustency  in  his  Totes,  for  he  bad 
always  voted  againat  every  proposition  of  tbia 
kind ;  the  gentleman  was  for  keeping  out  every 
thing  ttiat  waa  to  enlighten  his  ccoietjtnents. 
The  gentleman's  district  was  so  targe  tliat  be 
thonuit  InJtbrmation  could  not  get  to  them. 
Ur.  DT  had  been  uniformly  against  voting  books 
for  themaelvM ;  hut  when  information  was  to 
be  provided  for  the  people,  that  be  was  in  favor 
of^  If  the  proposition  was  to  pnt  this  Register 
(tf  Debates  m  every  clerk's  office  in  the  coun- 
try, be  would  votfl  for  it ;  on  the  same  prina- 
fle,  be  would  place  there  a  copy  of  the  laws, 
t  was  as  necewaiy  for  the  people  to  know  the 
votes  of  gentiemen,  as  to  know  their  speeches. 
Bnt  it  often  happened  that  the  votes  of  gentle- 
men did  not  tally  with  their  speeches.  Thns 
the  worthy  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Cbaiq)  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  giving  all 
information  to  the  people ;  yet,  when  a  propo- 
sition was  made  to  Aimisb  them  with  the  laws, 
be  voted  against  it.  The  gentleman's  speech 
looked  one  way,  and  his  vote  another.  Mr.  D. 
Gonolnded  by  saying  he  was  now  ready  to  hear 
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[R  or  K. 
what  the  gentleman  frtim  Norlh  Oarolina  had 

Mr.  &FEiaHi  said  he  had  nothing  to  say. 
The  gcnUeman  had  acknowledaed  that  his 
coarse  had  been  con8ist«nt.  He  nad  not  voted 
for  printing  a  new  edition  of  the  laws,  because 
ho  was  of  opinion  that  the  oonitfry  had  already 
a  snffident  snppty.  He  believed  all  the  House  ' 
understood  the  meaning  of  what  he  had  said. 
As  to  contempt,  he  had  meant  none ;  bat  if  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  thought  that  any 
thing  of  that  nature  applied  to  mm,  be  was  at 
liberty  to  take  it. 

Mr.  EvEBKiT  said  he  wished  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  ss  to  meet  the  su^^tion 
thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  (him  Virginia,  so 
as  to  extend  tiie  snbsoription  of  the  House  only 
to  the  next  volume  of  the  Debates.  Pertiaps 
the  gentieman  fivm  Gleoigia  would  accept  it  aa 
a  modification. 

Mr.  FosTEB  said  he  could  not  do  so.  No 
constraotion  of  the  eonatitntion  would  author- 
ize such,  an  application  of  the  pnblio  money. 
A  gentieman  had  said  that  the  publishers  bad 
gone  to  the  North  to  get  type  for  printing  this 
work,  and  therefore  Uie  House  was  bonud  to 
take  it.  He  could  not  sutMcribe  to  such  doc- 
trine. If  this  work  was  so  very  important,  let 
the  Olerk  of  the  House  advertise  for  proposals 
to  publish  it  Mr.  F.  referred  to  a  former  pe- 
riod, when  the  House  had  been  so  sofupnlonB 
with  respect  to  this  class  of  ezpenditnrea,  that 
it  had  inserted  in  the  appropriation  bill  a  pro- 
viso, reatraining  the  implication  of  the  contin- 
gent fimd ;  bnt  now  it  seemed  they  had  forgot- 
ten  all  their  scmples.  One  work  after  ano&er 
was  to  be  subscribed  for,  and  the  money  was 
sll  to  come  oat  of  the  contingent  tani.  They 
bad  ordered  work  after  work  for  their  own 
personal  use.  He  was  against  the  whole-  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  DuanoBS  stud  it  be^  to  be  considered 
so  important  to  disseminatA  mfcmnalion  through 
the  country,  that  gentlemen  opposed  to  this 

Sraotioe  com^ained  the  practice  was  inoreadng 
aily.  Mr.  D.  conndered  this  as  a  fiavarabla 
omen.  What  had  the  American  Ooogiess  yet 
done  for  scionoe  and  the  arts  I  Whore  were 
the  libraries  or  great  public  institutions  it  bad 
endowed  or  CBtabliflied  !  Had  we  not  still  to 
depend  on  forei^  literature  t  What  subijeat 
could  be  discuBsul,  but  we  bad  to  go  to  for^gn 
libraries  for  what  we  needed}  There  were 
more  books  in  a  single  library  in  Paris,  than 
c(Hild  be  collected  in  the  whole  United  States; 
yet  gentlemen  obleeted  to  subscribing  for  this 
one  valuable  book— a  book  immedirtely  con- 
nected with  their  own  proceedings  and  the  his- 
tory of  the  country.  Mr,  D.  was,  however, 
confirmed  in  the  belief  that  the  work  would  be 
encouraged,  and  that  (he  House  wonld  take 
measores  to  transmit  to  posterity  some  correct 
knowledge,  not  only  of  its  ae^  but  of  the 
STonnds  of  them ;  so  that  their  children  and 
descendants  might  examine  them,  and,  where 
they  bad  erred,  might  correct  the  error. 
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The  qneation  was  put  on  Ur.  Fostbb's  amend- 
ment, and  decided  by — jeoB  lOS,  naye  08.  So 
the  amendment  was  axreed  to. 

Mr.  EvBBWT  moved  to  amend  the  reaolntion, 
by  adding  the  words,  "  and  to  the  next  sue- 
ceeding  volume ;"  which  vas  agreed  to, 

Ur.  DAinEL  denied  that  there  waa  a  oom- 

ttete  oopj  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
e  fonnd  in  any  clerk's  office  in  I/onisiana  or 
Alabama,  and  acaroelr  one  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Union.  He  would  yentare  to  eej  that  even 
in  Virnnia,  and  the  gentleman's  own  district, 
no  sncL  thing  oonld  be  prodaced.  Taking  the 
gentleman,  therefore,  npon  his  own  principles, 
he  was  perfeotly  Inconsiatent. 

The  qaestion  was  pnt  on  agreeing  to  the 
reaolntioa  as'ameuded,  and  oarried  in  the  affinn- 

The  HoQse  sdjonmed. 


TuisDAT,  Jnne  19. 
J)tath  ^Mt,  Joknttm  of  FtrfJnui. 
Mr.  BocLDUf,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  said  that 
it  was  hia  melancholy  task  to  annoonoe  to  the 
HoDse  the  death  of  one  of  its  membera,  Mr. 
Oaaxlsr  0.  JoBHBTON,  hls  oolleagno,  who  de- 
parted this  life  (aa  it  was  said)  on  Sunday  last. 
In  commnnicrting  this  fact  to  the  Hons&  none 
who  had  known  the  deceased,  and  had  been 
aoqufunted  with  the  terms  on  which  Mr.  B. 
stood  with  him,  need  to  be  told  bow  deeply  the 
loea  was  deplored  by  him.  He  had  known  Mr. 
J,  when  he  was  a  yonth,  and  had  witnessed  the 
promiaa  of  all  thoee  things  to  come  on  which  a 
parent's  heart  dwelt  with  snch  fond  hope  and 
anticipation.  Hr.  J.'s  after-life  had  filled  the 
pictnre  which  seemed  then  to  be  portrayed  in 
the  bnd  and  in  promise.  Ooold  Mr.  B.  present 
to  the  House  that  image  which  each  member 
of  that  little  band  among  whom  be  dwelt  bad 
cherished  of  him  in  his  bosom,  the  exhibition 
wonld  ahow  a  nnion  of  all  the  social  virtnea  in 
their  most  eminent  degree.  Of  that  little  band 
Mr.  J.  had  been  the  idol,  and  he  had  deserved 
to  be  BO.  He  promised  talents  and  virtues  fit- 
ting him  to  do  mnch  good  to  that  country 
which  no  man  in  it  loved  more  pnrely  or  more 
warmly  tlian  he  loved  it.  He  was  Just  coming 
forth  to  comply  with  all  the  promise  which  his 

Cuts  (now  no  more)  bad  indulged  respecting 
,  when  he  was  thns  saddenly  cut  off.  Ho 
had  left  3  children,  who  had  now  no  parent ; 
but  no  man  who  tad  known  the  father  they 
had  loet,  could  or  wonld  do  anght  but  kindness 
to  the  children  he  had  loft  behind  him.  Mr. 
B,  said  he  came  to  tell  the  tale  of  sorrow ;  a 
deplorable  tale,  most  deeply  deplored  by  him, 
Mr.  J.  had  been  to  him  a  friend  "meet  for 
htm  "  in  all  particolan.  He  had  been  bo  to  all 
the  little  mess  with  whom  he  associated — of 
whom  there  waa  not  one  bnt  felt  as  he  did,  and 
aa  he  believed  that  every  one  must  feel  who 
"     frie 

d  resolutions— 


For  attending  the  (taneral  at  4  o'clock  in  tbe 
aftemotm; 

For  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  dnring  the 
reaidne  of  tbe  session ; 

For  a  committee  to  superintend  tJie  ftmeral; 
and 

For  a  message  annoniunng  the  event  to  tbe 
Senate, 

The  Honn  flien  s^jonnied. 

WiDKiBDAT,  Jtme  SO. 
A^a^  Cholera. 

Mr.  HowAso  stated  that  in  otmsequenoe  of 
the  information  which  had  been  made  public 
of  the  existence  of  a  contagions  disease  ui  the 
British  t«rritory  bordering  on  the  United  States, 
he  was  instructed  by  the  Oomndttee  on  Com- 
merce to  report  a  Joint  reedntion,  for  taJdns 
steps  to  check  the  progrem  of  the  diaease,  and 
which  he  meant  to  aak  the  House,  from  its  im- 
portance generally  to  the  public,  to  have  now 
passed  through  all  its  stages.  The  reaolotHni 
which  be  anbmitted  was  as  follows : 

"BetalvedbytJuSefuiteaiidBmuee/Jteprtttiaa- 
Uvet,  Ac.  That  the  smn  of  $60,000  be,  ud  tbe  mm 
ii  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  aot 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  placed  at  the  dianetioa 
of  the  Pretfdent  of  the  United  Statea,  to  be  *i- 
pended  miiler  bis  aothority  in  endeavoiing  to  pre- 
serre  the  people  of  this  country  fhnn  the  pravalnKe 
of  the  diaease  known  by  the  name  of  * -■*'■"  Cbole- 
ra,  now  raging  in  Canada." 

Mr.  HowASD  moved  that  the  rule  shonld  be 
snapended  in  order  to  take  up  the  Joint  reeoh- 
tion,  and  that  it  then  might  have  its  sectntd 

The  motion  to  Bospend  tbe  mle  was  Tweet- 
ed— yeas  S9,  nays  63.    (It  required  two-tfands.) 


Thubbdat,  Jime  91. 
Th»  ChoUra. 

The  joint  resolntion  moved  yeslordav  by  Mr. 
HowAnn,  to  appropriate  fifty  thonsand  dcdlais 
to  prevent  tiie  advance  of  the  cholera  into  the 
United  Btates,  was  token  op.  The  qneation 
bring  on  its  second  reading, 

Mr.  HowAsn  addreesed  the  oommittee  it 
lengtb  in  snpport  of  it,  waiving  the  oonslitn- 
tional  qnestion,  and  inmsting  that  the  people 
on  &e  frontiers,  in  whose  exertions  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  this  pestilence  the  whok 
country  was  interested,  ought  not  to  be  left  to 
support  nnuded  Qie  expense  they  maA  neeea- 
aarily  Incur  in  carrying  th^  arrangements  into 


Mr.  TTjtT.T.,  of  North  Carolina,  ec 
resolntion  imoonstitntioiial,  and  opposed  it  as 
annecessary ,  mnoe  tbe  mnnidpal  laws  and  quar- 
antine relations  of  the  States  were  ftaHy  ad 
equate,  without  any  legislation  of  Ooagrees. 

Mr,  Isvra  insbted  that  the  resolntion  was 
witUit  the  oonstitutwn,  and  r^nonstrated  with 
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wanntli  sgwiat  laying  the  whole  burden  of 
preventive  meaBorM  on  those  who  inhabited 
the  frontier. 

Hi.  Folk  opposed  the  resolution  as  nselesB 
as  well  as  nnoonstitntionaL  The  President 
mnst  uecesBarll;  act  on  local  information,  and 
the  whole  salyect  ooKht  to  be  left  to  local  and 
Stat«  legislation.  He  moved  to  laj  the  reeola- 
tion  on  the  table ;  on  which  motion 

Hr.  Ibviit  demanded  the  jeas  and  naja ;  bnt, 
before  they  were  taken,  the  Hoose,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Uaboit,  passed  to  the  order  of  the  daj, 
which  was  the  bill  to  liquidate  oertwn  Virginia 


■WanirasDiT,  June  37, 
Tht  Tariff: 

nrring  on  the  following 
s  proposed  bj  Mr.  Anua,  vis :  To 
increase  tie  duty  in  the  bill  on  mite,  gloves, 
bindings,  blanket^  hosiery,  and  oarpeta  and 
oorpetiag,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  per 
cent,  sd  valorem.  To  increase  the  dnty  on 
Bmasela  carpeting  from  fitly  cents  the  square 
yard  to  sixty-three :  to  reduce  the  duty  on  in- 
grain carpeting  from  forty-five  by  Btriking  out 
the  word  "  five,"  to  forty,  and  to  include  in 
Uie  some  provision  with  the  ingrain  the  Vene- 
tian Cftrpetiiig,  which  was  rated  at  twenty-two 
and  a  half  oents  the  square  yard, 

Hr.  Adams  said  that  his  object  in  proposing 
these  amendments  was  to  make  the  bill  oonsist- 
ent  with  itael^  and  thereby  to  give  to  the 
mannfaoturer  of  woollens  a  corresponding  pro- 
t«otioa  to  that  which  was  already  seoored  by 
the  House  to  the  grower  of  the  raw  material. 
He  deemed  these  amendments  of  extreme  im- 
portance ;  and  if  they  were,  as  he  trusted  they 
wonld  be,  adopted,  from  what;  had  passed  in 
debat«  on  the  bill  for  the  last  three  days,  he 
was  induced  to  have  great  hopes  that  the  bill 
would  be  in  snah  a  uiape  that  the  m^ority 
would  be  found  in  the  House  who  would  be 
decidedly  in  favor  of  sending  it  perfected  to  the 
Senate.  He  had  great  hopes  that  this  wonld 
be  the  oose,  because  it  appeared,  by  variona  de- 
cisions within  these  three  days  passed,  that 
there  were  in  the  House  at  least  one  hundred 
members  who  proved  by  their  conduct  and  by 
their  votes  that  they  were  sincerely  and  ear- 
nestly desirous  for  the  passage  of  the  bill— a 
bill  which,  when  passed,  would  in  its  operation 
relieve  the  people  of  this  country  from  full  six 
to  eight,  or  posdbly  ten  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nually levied  on  them  for  taxes.  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  great  satisfaction  to  hint  to  have  to  ob- 
serve that  whilst  there  was  such  a  number  so 
disposed  to  act,  they  were  equally  determined 
that  tiie  remission  of  this  taxation  should  be 
done  without  imp^ring  the  great  principle  ibi 
which  he  had  contended,  of  protection  to  the 
industry  of  this  country.  He  felt  no  doubt, 
therefore,  while  that  number  were  true  to  their 
principles,  that  they  would  be  able  to  send  the 
bill,  and  very  shortly  too,  to  the  Senate ;  and 


tbon^  it  might  not  be  the  best  possible  that 
could  be  framed,  for  he  Hd  not  think  it  was 
the  beat,  but  rather  thought  it  might  be  made 
much  more  beneficial,  yet,  if  the  amendments  he 
hod  proposed  should  be  adopted,  he  was  prepared 
to  state  then  that  he,  for  one,  would  vote  for  it. 

Ur.  Spbioht  said  he  had  not,  hitherto,  t^ea 
any  [>art  in  the  discussion  on  the  general  sub- 
ject involved  in  this  bill ;  nor  did  he  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  now  in  doing  so, 
rather  wishing  to  have  it  brought  to  as  B[»edy 
a  termination  as  possible.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, re&ain  &om  oltserving  that  he  looked  on 
the  amendments  now  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts OS  testing  the  great  principle  muntuned 
throughout  the  entire  bill,  and  to  which,  apart 
from  his  objections  to  it  on  the  score  of  its  un- 
constitutionality, he  was  decidedly  opposed — 
he  meant  its  unequal  operation  upon  the  poor 
and  upon  the  rich.  Every  condid  man  would 
acknowledge  that  it  grinds  down  the  laboring 
classes,  and  to  those  persons  in  the  humbler 
walks  of  life  gives  no  relief  whatever.  Would 
not,  he  asked,  its  effects  be  most  felt  by  tliem  t 
Se  instanced  the  provision  made  as  to  the  dnty 
on  blankets,  which,  more  than  most  others. 
would  hear  hard,  particnlarly  hard  on  those  of 
his  constituents  who  earned  their  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  their  brow.  Mr.  8.  argued  forcibly 
and  at  considerable  length  against  the  protec- 
tive system  generally,  and  its  ruinous  effects  on 
the  South,  and  said  it  could  not  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  House  but  for  a  combination, 
which  was  made  by  its  supporters,  who,  to  ef- 
fect their  object,  did  not  scruple  to  hold  out 
lures  that  they  would  include  m  the  operatitm 
of  their  system  many  articles  in  which  the 
States  happened  to  have  direct  interests.  Lou- 
isiana had  her  protection  on  sugar;  Pennsyl- 
vania her  protection  on  iron ;  the  northern  and 
montime  oistricts  of  the  country  had  the  boon 
given  by  the  tenth  section  to  shipping;  and 
thus,  and  thus  only,  were  they  able  to  uphold 
it ;  and  this  all  st  the  expense  of  the  Sontb— at 
the  expense  particularly  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, whom  they  woidd  not  deign  to  receive 
into  their  protection,  for  they  bad  refltsed  to 
give  to  that  class  a  small  relief  when  his  ocd- 
leagne  (Ur.  GanaoN)  had  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, which  went  to  ^ve  them  only  a  ve^ 
small  share,  and  to  which  they  were  as  mucii 
and  as  justly  entitled  as  any  other  class  in  the 
community, 

Ur.  CufonBLBRa  moved  to  reconmder  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  concerning  the  allowance  to 
navi^tion.  He  had  osoertuned  that,  if  that 
provision  renuuned  in  the  bill,  it  would  lose 
more  than  thirty  votes,  upon  constitutional 
grounds,  no  matter  what  form  the  bill  should 
nltimatdy  assume.  He  was  willing  to  assume 
any  responsibility  but  that  of  defeating  a  meas- 
ure so  important  to  the  harmony  of  the  UnioiL 
He  felt  it  to  be  bis  imperative  duty  to  respect 


IS  to  vote  for  tl 
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Mr.  Etans  inqoired  if  encb  a  motion  could  thirty-flTS  per  cent. ;  and  upon  all  other  : 
be  in  order,  there  having  been  alreadj  a  reoon-  n&otnree  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  ia  a 
sideratjon  on  the  same  vote. 

The  Sps4kbb  replied  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  qnestion  of  reconsideration  waa  pnt,  and 
carried  — jeas  97,  nays  91. 

Mr.  Wmn  moved  an  amendment,  in  enb- 
Btnnoe,  to  strike  out  of  the  tenth  section  the 
provisions  made  therein  for  dravbacke,  and  in- 
sert, in  lien  thereof,  that  there  be  paid  an 
amonnt  eqnal  to  throe-fonrths  of  the  dntf  pud 
on  all  the  imported  hemp,  eail  dnck,  iron,  and 
copper,  nsed  in  the  conetmction  and  fitting  ont 
of  BhipB  owned  by  American  citizeng,  and  enb- 
ject  to  BQoh  ftirUier  regnlationa  as  BhonJd  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaflnry. 


The  qneetion  being  on  striking  ont  the  tenth 
flection  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Clay  demanded  the  yeae 
and  naya  thereon ;  which  being  taken,  stood — 
yeaa  99,  nays  97.  So  the  tenth  aecUon  was 
stricken  ont. 

Mr.  Yebpluiox  eud  that  as  the  Honse  had 
just  stricken  out  the  pert  of  the  bill  which  held 
ont  a  proteetion  to  tlie  navigaUng  interest,  he 
considered  it  his  duty,  as  some  compensatton, 
to  propose  an  amendment  reinstating  the  dnty 
on  sail  dnck  as  it  had  stood  nnder  the  act  of 
'S4.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  after 
the  word  "sail  dock"  the  words  "ten  oente 
the  square  yard,"  and  insert  "  fifteen  per  cent, 
ad  Talorem." 

Mr.  WioKLiTTB  add  a  few  words  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  amendment,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  which  stood — yeas  SB,  nays  94. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Vksplabok  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  prerions  question, 
bnt  the  motion  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  Anuis  repeated  the  motion  which  he 
had  made  last  evening,  a  decision  on  which  had 
been  superseded  by  the  course  since  pursued, 
((^  whion  he  complied ;)  it  was  to  amend  the 
biB  in  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  woollens, 
and  which  then  read  as  follows ;  "  On  mits, 
gloves,  binding,  blankets,  hosiery,  and  carpets 
and  carpeting,  twenty-five  per  cent.,  except 
BruBsels  carpeting,  which  shjl  be  at  fitly  oents 
the  square  yard,  ingrained  carpeting  at  forty- 
five  oents  the  square  yard,  and  VenetiBn  car- 
peting at  twenty-two  and  a  half  cents  the  square 
yard ;  and  exoept  blankets,  the  value  whereof 
at  the  place  from  whence  exported  shall  not 
exceed  seventy-five  cents,  the  auty  to  be  levied 
upon  which  shall  be  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 
on  flannels,  baizes,  coach  laces,  thirty-five  per 
cent. ;  and  npon  all  other  mannfactnrea  of  wool, 
or  of  which  wool  is  a  component  port,  and  on 
ready-made  clothing,  fifty  per  cent," 

So  as  to  read,  "  On  mits,  Ac,  except  Brus- 
sels carpeting,  which  shall  be  at  sixty-three 
cents  the  square  yard  ;  inn^ned  aad  Venetian 
carpetiuc  at  forty  cents  tbe  square  yard ;  and 
«xcept  blanketa,  &o.;  on  flannels  Eutd  biuzee, 
razty  oents  the  sqnare  yard;  on  coach  laces, 


ponent  part,  and  on  ready-made  clothing,  thirty- 
five  per  cent" 

The  question  having  been  divided,  it  was  first 
put  on  striking  ont  fifty  cents,  and  inserting 
sixty-three  oeMa  the  square  yard  on  Bmsseis 
carpeting. 

Mr.  Ajdahs  obeerved  that  this  was  a  part  of 
the  same  sy8t«m  of  equalising  duties  which  had 
been  pursued  in  eonstrueting  ttre  whole  bill 
The  duties  on  woollen  yarn  having  been  raised, 
it  was  just  that  the  dnties  on  this  ssedcs  of 
manufacture  which  was  made  from  tliat  yam 
should  also  be  increased. 

Mr,  Eliswokth  also  advocated  the  amend- 
ment, and  referred  to  the  state  of  this  branch 
of  manu&oture  as  it  existed  in  two  establish- 
ments within  his  own  district. 

Mr.  Oambbeleng  said  that  the  bill  had  le- 
duced  the  duty  on  raw  wool,  such  sa  was  used 
in  cattwting,  to  almost  nothing ;  and  it  was  fair 
that  the  duty  on  the  fabrio  should  1>e  reduced 
proportionably.  The  dnty^  as  it  now  stood  in 
the  billj  was  ^moet  prohibitory ;  the  aggregate 
protection  amounted  to  abont  one  handml  and 
twenty  per  cent. ;  and  yet  the  mannfactoren 
were  not  satisfied,  and  the  gentlHnan  frnn 
Kassaohnsetts  now  wished  to  rmse  it  (131 
higher. 

Mr.  Watmouob  observed,  in  reply,  that  is 
the  making  of  Brussels  carpeting  none  of  the 
coarse  wool  to  which  the  gentleman's  remorta 
applied,  was  nsed ;  none  but  Uie  finest  wool 
entered  into  the  fabric. 

Mr.  MoDuma  did  not  wish  the  Eonse  to  act 
without  fiirther  light;  and  desired  to  fa«  in- 
formed from  some  practical  aonrce  what  waa 
the  cost  of  BmsseU,  ingrain^  and  Venetian  car- 
peting, that  the  House  might  know  what  duty 
ad  valorem  they  wei«  asked  to  impom. 

Mr.  Inqebsoll  replied  thst  the  cost,  in 
France,  of  Bmsseis  carpeting  was  one  fansdred 
and  twenty-six  oents  the  square  yard ;  and  <^ 
ingrun  and  Venetian  carpeting,  raz^-fire  cents. 

Mr.  MoDimn  said  he  had  a  letter  from  ■ 
gentleman  in  Boston,  which  stated  that  the  ccet 
abroad  of  ingrain  was  from  for^-six  to  fif^- 
nine  cents,  bnt  of  the  commonest  sort  it  was 
forty  cents.  At  this  rat«,  the  duty  would  be 
on  the  coarser  kinds  ninety-four  per  cent.,  en 
the  finer  seventy  per  cent     He  took  it  for 

S ranted  the  Venetian  carpeting  was  of  a  ooaiser 
escription  than  ingrain. 

Mr.  Anijfs  s^d  the  gentleman  was  talking 
about  ingrain  carpeting,  while  the  amendmeot 
had  to  do  with  BrusselB.  As  to  ingrain,  hit 
amendment  proposed  to  reduce,  not  to  increase, 
the  duty.  Brussels  carpeting  f^  Baltimore  was 
at  one  dollar  and  sixty-two  cents  the  sqaare 
yard,  and  it  was  quoted  as  an  extraordmiiy 
degree  of  cheapness,  that  it  had,  in  one  ease^ 
sold  at  one  dollar  and  twentj-aeven  cents. 

Mr.  CiiUBKUDia  s^d  at  that  rata  the  duty 
would  be  fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorent 

Mr.  WAntonoH  said  the  duty,  instead  of 
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poeed  hj  the  gentfemAii  from  South  OaroUoa, 
(Mr.  HcDttftix,)  was  bnt  fii^-iUne  per  cent. 

Hr.  MoDcFTii  repeated  Qte  infonnaUoD  he 
had  received  ftvm  Boston.  It  oame  from  Mr. 
Beqjainiii  Winslow,  a  gentlemaii  of  high  mer- 
cantile standina. 

Mr.  Adams  sud  the  qnestion  was  on  Sms- 
eels  carpeting,  and  demanded  the  ;eas  and 
nara. 

Hr.  HomuK  said  there  were  three  qnalitiea 
of  Bmsseb  earpetjog,  one  of  which  oort  one 
dollar  and  twentj-eight  cents,  another  one  dol- 
lar, and  a  third  sort  cost  only  etghtr-nine  oents. 
The  daties  on  carpetingB  were  badly  arranged ; 
the  heaviest  tax  fell  on  that  need  by  the  poorer 
people,  and  the  lightest  on  th&t  cotuamed  by 
the  wealthy. 

The  qnestion  being  tai:en,  the  amendment 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — veas  98,  nays 
93. 

The  question  was  next  on  the  seoond  item  of 
the  amendment,  viz :  to  make  the  dn^  on  Te- 
netlsn  and  iogr^ain  carpeting  alike,  fixing  both 
at  forty  centa  the  square  yard. 

Ur.  OiiniBM.Kwa  opposed  the  amendment, 
which  went  to  r^se  the  proposed  dnty  on  Ve- 
nelixn  carpeting  from  twenty-two  cents  to  forty 
•enta  Tiie  gentleman  had  said,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  to  rednoe  the  duty  on  in- 
grain, is  tme ;  bat  at  forty  cents  the  duty  wooJd 
not  be  rednoed  below  the  tuiff  of  '28,  althongh 
the  doty  on  the  cosrse  wool  was  almost  taken 
oR.  The  gentleman,  he  presomed,  wonld  not 
say  in  this  esse,  ss  he  had  abont  tlie  Bmssels 
carpeting,  that  no  ooane  wool  was  used  in  the 
mannfactnre. 

Sir.  AsAKB  replied  that  be  shonld  say  so. 
No  coarse  wool  was  employed :  none  of  that 
tnun  which  the  daCj  had  been  removed. 

ICr.  OAtreKKLKHa  inquired  what  was  the  price 
of  tiie  wool  osed  in  this  sort  of  carpeting. 

Ifr.  Adaub  said  he  could  not  say  precisely ; 
bnt  he  took  it  for  granted,  from  the  informa- 
tion he  had  received,  that  none  of  the  sort  be- 
low eight  cents  a  ponnd  was  employed. 

Hr.  OAMBBiLKNa  should  take  nothing  for 
granted  on  that  floor ;  he  called  for  pnx^ 

Mr.  Aniim  s^d  he  liad  letters  to  show  that 
cone  of  Qie  free  wool  was  used,  and  he  wonld 
endeavor  to  lay  his  hand  npon  tJiem. 

Hr.  EuswoBTH  inqnirea  at  what  rate  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  had  pnt  these  carpet- 
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Cr.  Oi.MBEKLBira  said  at  twen^-flve  per  cent 
ad  vfdorem. 

Hr.  Gabsoit  therenpon  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  so  as  to  &  the  duty  at  twen^-five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Hr.  WnrrE,  of  New  Tork,  called  for  a  divinon 
of  the  qnestion,  so  that  it  ^onld  first  be  taken 
on  inserting  the  words  "and  Venetian." 

Hr,  WiozuTFi  should  like  to  know  from 
genUemen  who  were  familiar  with  the  snbject, 
to  what  use  the  coarse  wool  was  pnL  He  rec- 
ollected that  in  1888  mnoh  was  sud  in  favor 


rbr^.  [H.  OF  B. 

of  admitting  it,  becanse  it  was  used  in  the  man- 
nfactnre of  carpeting. 

Hr.  SuTSKBUiTD  said  he  had  recently  received 
a  letter  fi^m  a  manufacturer  of  this  article 
in  Philadelphia,  staling  that  the  mannfactnre 
wonld  be  broken  up  shonld  the  duty  be  reduced. 
He  asked,  on  what  article  could  dnties  be  laid 
with  more  propriety  than  on  carpeting  t  It 
was  an  article  almost  exclusively  used  by  the 
wealthier  part  of  the  community,  chiefly  those 
who  resided  in  cities :  in  the  country,  but  little 
of  it,  comparatively,  wss  ever  used. 

Mr.  Davis  said  tJiere  was  no  such  thing  as 
"  free  wool "  nnder  this  bill.  A  duty  was  iidd 
on  the  veiy  cosrsest  kind :  it  was.  nEcd  in  mak- 
ing the  ordinsTy  kind  of  carpets. 

Hr.  Adahb  now  read  the  letter  he  had  re- 
ferred to ;  and  the  amendment  was  r^ected — 
yeas  94^  nays  96. 

Ur.  A  withdrew  the  residue  of  his  amend- 
ment as  to  carpets. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  last  clause  of 
the  amendment  which  proposed  a  dnty  of  mz- 
teen  cents  tlie  squere  yard  on  flannels  and 

Hr.  Obaio  moved  the  previous  qnestion,  and 
the  qnestion  being  pnt  on  seconding  the  call,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  93,  nays  9S. 

Hr.  Appi^noR  advocated  the  amendment. 
He  said  that  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars 
were  invested  in  this  branch  of  manufactare. 
The  protecting  duty,  by  the  act  of  '24,  had  been 
thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
At  that  time  bnt  little  capital  was  employed. 
By  the  act  of  1828,  a  dnty  of  twenty-two  and 
s  half  cents  a  square  yard  had  been  laid  on  flan- 
nels under  the  lowest  minimum,  which  was  a 
higher  protection  than  on  any  other  species  of 
woollen  goods.  The  consequence  had  been  to 
draw  a  large  amount  of  capital  into  that  branch 
of  bnsiness :  insomuch  that  the  fiaonels  made 
by  those  engaged  had  filled  the  entire  American 
market  witiin  four  years  after.  A  larger 
amount  of  wool  was  need  by  this  manufootore 
than  by  any  other.  The  dnty  laid  by  the  bill 
upon  wool  amounted  to  forty-eigbt  per  cent. : 
the  present  amendment  wonld  place  thirty-five 

Sir  cent,  upon  flannels.  The  Committee  on 
annfactures,  when  they  reported  the  dnty  at 
present  in  the  bill,  had  not  been  aware  of  the 
true  facta  of  the  case  which  bad  since  ccHue  to 
tlieir  knowledge. 

Hi.  Batzs,  of  Maine,  inquired  whether  it 
wonld  be  in  order  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Adams,  by  striking  ont  the  entire  clause 
abont  flannels  and  buzca  from  the  bill,  so  as 
to  leave  the  existing  law  unaltered. 

The  Cbaib  replied  in  the  negative. 

Ur.  Wbitk,  ta  New  York,  moved  the  pre- 

ous  question,  and  the  call  having  been 
seoonded,  the  previous  question  was  put,  and 
carried ;  and  the  main  qnestion  was  accord- 
ingly put,  viz :  "  Shall  the  Dili  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  t "  and  dedded  as  follows ; 

TiAB. — Uessra.  Aditns,  Cbilton  Allan,  Anderson, 
AppietOD,  AnoBtrong,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Voyes  Bar- 
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b«r,  Birrioger, 

Bell,  Bergen,  B  ,  ,     -   -  . 

Brodheaa,  Bucher,  Bard,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Chan- 
dler, Chinn,  CTalbome,  CUy,  CoIUer,  Conner,  Eleu- 
thcros  Cooke,  BateB  Cooke,  Corwio,  CoulMr,  Craig, 
Crane,  Dsy&n,  Dearborn,  Doddridee,  Donbledajr, 
EOinortb,  O.  Erans,  J.  BTani,  Undfa;,  iltzgerald. 
Ford,  G«liher,  CHIlniore,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  WilKaDi 
Hall,  HammODis,  Harper,  Hawkini,  Hdflter,  Hoffinan, 


Uuwell,  HcCirtj,  HclntEre,  Mercer,  T.  R.  Hitchell, 
Uuhleoberg,  Palton.  Fierson,  Flummer,  Polk,  Ban- 
dolph,  John  Beed,  Edward  G.  Bccd,  Roane,  Boot, 
Bnsael,  William  B.  Shcpard,  Angastine  H.  Shepperd, 
Smith,  Southard,  Speight,  Speace,  Standifer,  Bte- 
obena,  Storre,  Tajlor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philemon 
Thomaa,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Terpknck,  Ward,  Ward- 
weU,  WsshiDgtoD,  Wajii«,  W«eke,  B.  Wfantlciey, 
F.  WhitUeser,  CampbeU  P.  WUte,  Williuna,  Woith- 
lUKton,  TouDg — ISS. 

Hatb.— Heana.  Al«iuder,  B.  AUcd,  H.  AUmi, 
Banks,  J.  8.  Barboar,  Barnwell,  L  0.  Bates,  Boul- 
iMn,  Branch,  Brins,  Bullard,  Burgea,  Caison,  ChoaM, 
Ckyton,  Coke,  Lewis  Condict,  Coioper,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Daniel,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Warren 
R.  Davis,  Denny,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Felder,  Foster,  Gordon,  Grennell,  Griffin,  fiawes, 
Hodges,  Hughes,  Ihiie,  Jarria,  Kendall,  H.  King, 
Lamar,  Lewis,  Bobert  UcCoj,  McDufBe,  UcKaj-, 
UeKennui,  UOigan,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Fearce, 
FendUton,  Pitcher,  Potts,  Bencher,  Blade,  Stewart, 
Bvtheriand,  WUe;  Thompson,  J.  ^lOmsoD,  Vance, 
Watmough,  Wilkin,  Wheeler,  Edward  D.  Whito, 
WicUillb,  WUde— «6. 


Fbidat,  June  89. 
Deaa  Iff  Mr.  MUehett. 
Ur,  HowABD,  of  Usrjisiid,  r<M«^  and  Qma  ad- 
dressed the  Honae:  Ur.  Speaker,  it  has  de- 
Tolved  upon  me  to  oommnmcate  to  the  Honse 
the  daceaae  of  Gbobob  E.  Kitohbll,  odo  of  the 
representatives  for  the  State  of  Uarjland.  The 
imirm  state  of  health  in  which  he  had  been  for 
a  long  lime  past,  must  have  been  ^parent  to 
every  one,  notil  at  length  the  strn^Ies  between 
a  naturally  robnst  constitution,  and  an  inveter- 
ate disease,  are  over,  have  terminated  in  his 
decease,  and  he  now  sleeps  with  his  fathers. 
It  is  but  a  short  time  eince  we  were  called  on 
to  pay  the  last  melancholy  tribute  of  remect, 
and  to  follow  to  the  tomb  the  remains  of  one 
of  our  body,  who  was  enddenly  cut  off  in  the 
meridian  of  his  nsefolness,  and  now  we  find  oar 
ranks  again  broken.  These  events  force  one 
reflection  on  my  mind,  which  I  crave  leave  to 
express.  Whilst,  in  the  performance  of  our 
duties,  we  are  prescribing  laws  for  others,  we 
find  onrselvee  the  snbjecte  of  a  system  of  other 
laws,  which  we  had  no  share  in  enacting.  Sir, 
there  is  no  republic  in  the  government  of  the 


Universe ;  and  yet  how  aiisolute  is  the  neees- 
sity,  how  absolnte  the  obligation  of  obedience 
to  the  Deity,  who,  in  his  wisdom,  has  framed 
that  code.  I  will  not  attempt  now,  or  here,  to 
portray  the  life  or  character  of  the  deceased, 
The  spontaDeoQS  offer,  on  the  part  of  the  mil- 
itary anthorities  of  the  city,  to  join  in  such  tes- 
timonial of  reepect  as  the  Hoose  may  order, 
sufficiently  demonstrates  that  the  name  of 
UiTCEELL  is  inscribed  on  the  rolls  of  &me. 
Whilst  in  the  service  of  his  country,  daring  the 
recent  war,  hb  brilliant  defence  of  the  fort  ot 
Oswego,  with  which  he  was  intrusted,  won  the 
applause  due  to  sncceesfDl  valor :  retnraiitt 
from  his  military  career,  and  embarking  in  aO 
the  tormoils  of  political  life,  he  brought  into 
this  Honse  a  frankness  of  deportment,  nnob- 
tmsive  efficiency,  and  snch  steady  judgment, 
that  I  m^  with  perfect  safety  assert  that  he 
won  the  friendship  of  those  who  koew  Mm 
well,  and  obtained  respect  irom  all.  Let  a* 
withdraw  awhile  &om  the  carea  which  sor- 
rotmd  us  here,  and  miite  in  p^ing  the  last 
tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory.  In  order  that 
we  may  do  so,  I  submit  to  you  the  following 
resolutions : 

Seulvtd,  That  the  members  of  this  Honae  «3I 
attend  the  fimcnl  of  the  late  QaoaoE  E.  Miratm, 
at  five  o'clock  F.  H.  * 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  w4eT  for 
superintending  the  fhnenl  of  Qioaas  B.  Hnosnt, 
deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  House  tnm  iks 
State  of  Ifaryland. 

That  the  members  of  this  Honse  win  testify  thru 
lespect  for  bis  memory  by  wearing  crape,  Ac 

It  was  then  ordered  that  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Souato  to  notify  to  them  the  death  of 
Ur.  U.,  and  the  hoar  that  his  funeral  would 
take  place. 

Ur.  HowABD,  ICr.  Tboupsoh,  of  Georgia,  Ur. 
Bluh,  of  South  Carolina,  Ur.  Alkkuidu;,  Ur. 
Casson,  Ur.  Deakbobh,  and  Ur.  Wabd,  were 
named  as  the  committee.    After  which. 

The  House  ai^onmed. 


Satubsat,  Jtme  80. 
Dag  of  Fat^mg  wnd  Pra§tr, 

A  joint  resolutjon  from  the  Senate,  propoong 
that  a  committee  of  both  Honsea  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  reqneet  him 
to  recommend  a  day  for  the  observance  of  a 
general  fsst  in  reference  to  a  deliverance  fhm 
the  impending  Judgment  of  a  prevalence  of  the 
Awatic  cholera,  coming  up  for  consideralion, 

Ur.  A&OHBB  moved  to  lay  the  reaolutton 
upon  the  tAble.  He  presumed  there  was  no 
gentleman  m  that  House  who  cou!^  believe 
that  either  the  General  or  the  State  Govern- 
ments bad,  as  such,  any  thine  to  do  with  the 
subject  of  religion  at  aO.  The  very  nature  of 
those  Governments  was  sufficient  to  point  this 
out,  and  the  language  of  the  constitution  show- 
ed that  such  was  the  will  of  this  nation. 
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On  this  motioii  Mr.  WHrrruaBi  demanded 
file  jeaa  and  asji. 

Being  token,  tlie;  stood — jeas  flS,  najs  104. 

So  the  House  refused  to  \».j  the  reaolDtton 
Dpon  the  table. 

The  qaestion  being  on  ordering  it  to  a  third 
reading, 

Mr.  Adakb  moved  to  amend  the  resolntion 
b;^  striking  ont  the  word  "  Asiatio,"  and  insert- 
ing in  lien  thereof  the  word  "  pestilwitiaL" 
He  Qonaidered  the  custom  of  giviDg  denomina- 
tion to  diseases  from  the  eoontriee  whence 
tiiej  came,  or  where  thej;  were  sapposed  to 
previ^  aa  verj  objectionable.  This  disease 
woe  confined  to  no  psrt  of  the  world.  It  had 
prevailed,  indeed,  in  Asia,  bnt  it  had  likewise 
been  bat  too  prevalent  over  all  Enrope,  and  it 
threatened  to  become  so  la  onr  own  oonntry. 
He  repeated  that  there  was  something  ofibnslve 
in  naming  it  as  belonging  to  anj  one  partionlar 
oonntrj.  Had  this  terrible  disorder  ori(^nated 
in  our  own  oonntrr,  and  ahoQld  the  people  of 
Europe,  when  it  oame  to  them,  denomiimte  It 
the  "  American  soonrge,"  he  presumed  that  all 
Americans  would  feel  a  strong  objection  to  sach 
a  title.  It  was  one  of  the  most  dreadM  calami- 
ties that  it  had  ever  pleased  Divine  Providence 
to  inflict  upon  the  hnman  race.  There  was 
Bot,  he  believed,  in  all  the  records  of  liiator;,  a 
parallel  to  it  to  be  found  anywhere. 

Mr.  BuBass  thonght  that  Uiis  disease  ought  to 
be  designated  by  tae  name  it  had  already  re- 
ceived. It  had  been  called  in  Eompe  the  Asiatic 
cholera,  and  he  saw  no  reason  whj  that  name 
ahonld  be  changed.  There  was  something  in 
the  character  of  such  ealamitj,  which  caused 
men  to  forget  all  ori^n.  Kor  did  the  term 
which  had  been  objected  to,  involve  in  it  anj 
thing  of  reproach  or  reflections,  or  anj  thing 
like  ambling  a  Buperiority  over  other*.  It 
had  been  denominated  Asiatic  cholera  chiefly 
wiUi  a  view  to  distinguish  it  from  a  disease  of 
a  similar  kind,  bnt  which  was  not  epidemic — the 
ord^ary  cholera  morbns,  which  liad  always 
been  prevalent^  more  or  less,  during  the  hot 
season  in  this  country.  Whether  the  imported 
disease  was  "  pestilential "  or  not  was  a  matter 
of  controversy.  Many  denied  it  to  be  con- 
tagions at  all,  though  sbonld  that  Honse,  by  its 
acts,  pronounce  it  to  be  a  pestilentiid  disease,  it 
might  perhaps  go  for  to  settle  the  question. 

Mr.  B&TB8,  of  Maine^  agreed  with  Mr.  Adimb 
in  the  sentiment  that  it  was  improper  to  des- 
ignate tins  terrible  disease  by  the  name  of  any 
country,  and  should  consider  it  more  ^ipropriate 
to  give  it  a  name  that  shonld  refer  to  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disorder  itself.  The  term  Asiatic ' 
did  nothing  towards  characterizing  the  disease. 
He  should  prefer  having  it  denominated  "  spas- 

The  qnestion  being  taken  on  Mr.  Anita's 
amendment,  it  was  rajeoted. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  OarolinL  was  opposed  to 
the  resolntion  itself.    He  thougnt  the  act  which 


not  belong  to  the  Qovernment  at  all.  He  was 
not  aware  that  any  snch  course  had  been  pnr- 
sned  heretofore.  The  custom  bad  obviously 
been  derived  from  our  English  ancestors.  It 
had  long  prevailed  in  England,  and  there  it  was 
proper  enough,  on  the  theory  of  their  Qovern- 
ment, in  which  the  Sing  was  recognized  as  the 
head  of  the  hierarchy.  But  nol>ody  sorely 
would  attempt  to  aaumilate  the  Qovemmeot 
of  oar  oountqr,  in  this  respect,  to  that  of  Qreat 
Britam.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
was  not  the  head  of  the  ohnrch.  In  some  (^ 
the  States  thb  fast  had  been  recommended  by 
eoclesiastiosl  authority.  He  understood  that  in 
Tirginia  the  head  of  the  Episcopal  Oharch  had 
acted  on  the  subject. 

This  was  very  proper,  and  he  presumed  the 
example  wonld  be  followed  in  other  Stetes, 
Bnt  tiie  Qovernment,  as  such,  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter.  There  was  another  objec- 
tion to  the  measure.  It  tended  to  increase 
alarm,  and  to  ^ve  a  solemn  sanction  to  the 
fears  of  the  people.  This,  instead  of  averting 
the  calamity,  wonld  rather  have  an  opposite 
tendency,  iniasmnch  as  it  was  generally  held 
that  a  previous  state  of  alarm  oonstitut«d  a  great 
part  of  the  danger, 

Mr.  Deabbobh  smd  that  the  gentleman  firom 
South  Carolina  had  been  incorrect  in  supposing 
that  no  such  coarse  had  been  heretofore  par- 
sued.  Dnring  the  last  war,  fasts  hod  been  re- 
peatedly recommended  by  Gongrees,  and  days 
of  tlianksgiving  had  also  l>een  recommended  by 
Washington  and  Adams. 

Mr.  Ohaib  denied  that  the  resolntion  should 
be  objected  to  on  any  constitntional  ground. 
It  contained  nothing  obligatory.  It  did  not 
pretend  to  bhid  anybody.  Bhould  the  resolu- 
tion pass,  the  Preddent  was  ft'ee  either  to  do  it 
or  not  to  do  it,  as  he  thonght  flt.  And  if  be 
proclaimed  a  day,  the  people  were  free  to  observe 
it  or  not,  aa  they  should  think  fit  It  was 
entirely  an  extra  official  act,  based  upon  no 
claim  to  authority,  bnt  founded  on  an  exprea- 
won  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Oabson  thonght  that  this  matter  might 
be  arrested  very  suddenly  by  simply  reading  a 
letter  from  the  President.  For  himself  he 
should  make  no  professions  of  any  love  for 
pnjex  and  fasting,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 
He  thonght  the  measure  improper,  and  likefy 
to  end  in  no  good  pnrpose.  The  letter  was  not 
very  long,  and  he  considered  it  a  very  good 
letter.  He  requested  that  the  letter  might  be 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

[Cries  of  Nol  Nol— Object  1— We  have  aU 
read  it] 

Mr,  0.  then  s«d  he  shonld  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  it  himself.  He  then  read  in  his  place 
the  reply  of  President  Jackson  to  an  applioa* 
tion  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dntoh 
Ohnrob,  on  the  subject  of  a  East. 

Mr,  KxKB,  strongly  objecting  to  this  debate, 
moved  the  previous  qaestion. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  the  previous  quea* 
tion  pat  and  carried,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
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ordered  on  Uie  tuud  qneitioii,  vhloh  naa  the 
third  reading  of  the  reeolntion,  voA  was  carried 
by— jeas  89,  najs  63. 


Moin>AT,  J11I7  3. 
Bank  iff  the  VniUd  StatM-SeeharUr. 
The  HoDM  renimed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
bil]  to  recharter  the  United  States  Bank. 

The  question  reonning  on  the  amendment 
proposed  hj  Ur.  Wabswell,  of  New  York,  to 

S'  ro  to  the  several  States  the  power  of  tarbg 
e  capital  employed  therein, 

Ur.  W.  explained,  and  advocated  his  amend- 
ment at  considerable  length.  He  had  presented 
a  number  of  petition*  from  his  diatriot  tor  the 
recharter  of  Uie  hank,  bnt  in  every  one  of  them 
it  was  made  a  condition  that  the  new  ohart«r 
shonld  contain  a  clanse  empowering  the  States 
to  tax  bank  capital  within  their  re^wctive 
limits;  and  he  believed  that,  oonid  the  qaeation 
be  snhmitted  to  the  whole 'people  of  the  United 
8tat«s,  whether  the  States  ahonld  have  anch  a 
power,  nine  ont  of  ten  would  answer  in  the  af- 
firmative. Whf  no  Bach  clanse  had  been  inserted 
in  the  existing  charter,  he  waa  nnahte  to  divine. 
Aa  to  ninning  a  parallel  between  this  case  and 
that  of  the  General  Post  Office  and  its  branches. 
If  there  was  any  force  in  the  argument,  let  it  be 
carried  fnlly  ont ;  let  feea  and  salaries  be  riven 
by  the  Govermnent  to  aU  the  snbordinate 
officers  of  the  eetahtishment,  and  then  the 
people  wonld  be  better  able  to  see  and  Jndge 
whether  there  was  a  necessity  for  anon  an 
establishment.  He  believed  that  if  tbe  powers 
of  the  bank  shonld  not  be  curtailed  at  the 
present  session,  it  wonld  be  ont  (tf  ttie  powor 
of  any  Aitore  Oongreae  to  redst  the  overwnelm- 
ing  influence  ot  ao  gigantic  an  inatitntion,  nor 
conld  a  President  of  the  United  8tat«B  ever  be 
hereafter  elected  bnt  with  itaapproba^n.  He 
admitted  the  propriety  of  eetabliahing  brantdies 
of  the  bank  at  points  where  it  wa»  neceaeary 
fbr  the  collection  and  eafety  of  the  pnblic 
revennee;  bnt  insisted  that  tf  tbey  should  be 
placed  where  no  snoh  necessity  existed,  and 
where  they  came  in  competition  with  State 
banks  of  far  weaker  power,  it  was  no  more  t^ian 
&ir  that  they  shonid  be  sa^eot  to  the  same 
taxation  with  sach  banks.  Kotbing  could  be 
more  unjust,  nothing  conld  effect  greater  ine- 
qnality  than  the  exemption  of  all  this  capital 
from  taxation.  He  conotnded  by  demanding  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr,  Boot  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  a 
proviso  conld  be  offered  oa  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment.  It  was  itself  a  substantive  propo- 
sition, and  was  not  connected  with  the  sabiect 
of  the  branches  of  the  bank,  to  which  snbjeot 
the  section  and  previous  amendment  referred. 

The  OouB  replied,  tbe  amendment  of  the 
^tleman  from  Kew  York  to  the  amendment 
IS  perfectly  in  order.  An  amendment  may  be 
made  so  as  totally  to  alter  the  nature  of  the 
onginot  proportion.    If  the  amendment  pro- 


posed is  inconsistent  with  one  agreed  to,  or  the 
ori^nal  proposition,  it  is  a  ground  for  ita  rejec- 
tion by  ^e  Honse^  but  not  within  the  compe- 
tence of  the  Ohair  to  suppress  as  against  <wder. 

Qnestions  of  consistence  are  for  the  decision 
of  the  Honae  and  not  the  Ohair,  and  the  pn^io- 
sition  for  amendment  is  therefore  in  order. 

Mr,  EuewoBTH  observed  that  mider  the  exist- 
ing charter  the  property  of  individuals  in  the 
Bulk  of  the  United  Btatea  conld  be  taxed,  just 
as  their  property  in  any  other  corpmtion 
might  be.  There  waa,  thereftffo,  not  a  stock- 
holder in  the  United  States  bnt  oonld  be  reached 
under  the  ffidsting  law.  As  to  Qie  etock  owned 
by  the  United  States,  that,  it  was  mamfest, 
ooriit  not  to  be  taxed.  There  remained  then 
only  the  stock  owned  by  foreigners,  tbat  could 
not  be  reached  bj  taxation.  )br.  E.  e^  he  was 
willing  to  vote  for  an  Bmendment  afaonld  any 
be  deemed  neceasary,  to  supply  that  deficiency, 
bnt  it  was  at  most  only  a  small  matter.  F(^- 
eign  stockholders  within  the  Statu  were  act 
generally  taxed.  He  belted  lli«  omeDdment 
would  not  prevuh 

Mr.  HoDumB  tbongbt  that  tbe  gmtlemiB 
had  not  well  considered  what  womd  be  tbe 
efieot  of  his  amendtneat  He  hod  sud  tlut 
there  was  no  propontion  that  pe<qde  wooU 
assent  to  more  rea£ly  than  that  the  stock  of 
the  United  States  Bank  ought  to  be  taxed.  In 
a  goneral  sense,  this  might  bo  true.  Bnt  the 
mtanent  the  attempt  was  made,  geatlemen 
wonld  find  the  sntjeot  involved  in  inextricable 
difficultie«.  Tbe  gentleman  bad  talked  aboot 
the  inequality  of  taxation.  Bnt  he  wonld  find 
that  no  proposition  could  be  devised  whkh 
wonld  in  praotioe  involve  grosser  and  men 
revolting  inequality  than  his  own  ameadnait. 
It  gave  to  F^nsylvani^  where  ime-axdi  of  all 
the  atook  of  the  bank  was  held,  power  to  tax 
alltlieitockholdersintlieDnit«dStatcfl.  Tboae 
States  where  the  laijgest  amonnt  of  the  bwk 
capital  was  held,  received  the  greatest  amoost  cf 
buieflt  from  the  bank.  And  yet  these  woold 
be  the  States  which,  tmder  the  operation  of  tbe 
proposed  amendmwit,  would  tax  the  bai^  the 
most  heavily.  The  bouns  was  the  only  equal 
tax  which  oonld  be  levied,  and  the  bcmns  re- 
qnired  by  this  bill  was  very  large.  Tbe  bones 
under  the  existing  charter  was  a  million  and  a 
half  for  twenty  years'  privilege,  while  th^  is 
the  present  bill  amounted  to  three  rniUjoia  for 
fifteen  years'  privilege. 

Ur.  Watnb  sud,  in  reply,  that  the  mcnutrons 
inequality  of  which  the  gentleman  spoke,  arose 
only  from  the  monsbons  nature  of  this  biH 
Should  he  succeed  in  amending  it  in  the  man- 
ner he  derared,  no  such  ineqnslitf  would  resoH. 
Let  tbe  capital  of  the  bonk  be  distribated 
among  tbe  States  in  such  proportions  aa,  after 
mature  oonnderaUon  of  all  circnmatanoe^  tlie 
States  respectively  should  ^tpear  to  roqiur^ 
and  let  tbe  discounts  be  dirtribated  pn^- 
tionally.  Then  where  wonld  be  tbe  ineqnali^  I 
He  threw  ont  this  idea  to  those  who  were  in 
f^vor  of  State  taxation,  merely  to  ahow  them 
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that  their  principle  vaa  not  of  each  difflonlt 
itpplicatiou  as  might  be  imagined.    Should  the 

JiTesent  amendment  be  adopted,  Mr,  W,  should 
bllov  it  up  with  another  ot  the  natnre  ha  had 
described. 

Mr.  Root  was  opposed  to  the  present  amend- 
ment. Thoogh  he  was  in  &vor  of  the  Statei 
having  power  to  tai  the  bant,  hia  own  propo- 
sition would  be  that  the  Stat^  should  have 
power  to  tax  the  stock  of  the  United  States 
Bank  at  the  same  rate  that  thejtaxed  the  stock 
of  their  own  bank.  Bnt  this  waa  to  be  on  con- 
dition of  remitting  the  boons  entirelr.  The 
bonna  of  (800,000  a  jear  amounted  to  abont 
Mven  mills  to  the  dollar  on  the  whole  capital  of 
the  bank,  whereas  the  tax  imposed  by  the  State 
of  New  York  npon  her  own  banks  did  not  ex- 
ceed two  mills  on  the  dollar. 

Ur.  WAsnwSLi.  explained,  and  insisted  tbst 
the  States  bj  his  amendment  woold  tax  the 
Mock  of  the  United  States  Bank,  bat  in  no 
other  mode  than  ibtj  did  the  stock  of  thetr 
own  banks. 
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now  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty-fiTe  doU&rs 
for  every  hundred.  With  such  an  advance,  the 
bank  might  well  afford  to  pay  a  bonoe.  A  tax 
of  five  per  cent,  npon  one  bnndred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  woold  be  equal  to  a  tax  of  six  per 
cent,  on  a  hnndred  dollars.  By  the  passing  of 
this  bill,  the  bank  wonld,  in  effect,  have  a  at 
aildttioQ  to  its  capital  of  twenty-five  per  oent. 
It  was  for  this  that  the  bonus  was  given.  Why 
then  should  the  stock  of  this  bank  oe  exempted 
from  taxation  any  more  than  the  stock  of  the 
8tat«  banks?  Oould  any  good  reason  be  given 
for  in 

Mr.  EvxKETT,  of  Vermont,  stud  he  rose  to 
make  an  inquiry  relative  to  the  bank  taxes  in 
Now  York,  In  that  State  they  had  a  safety 
fund  system,  and  he  understood  Uiat  banks  who 
wonld  not  come  In  tinder  that  system  were 
taxed,  with  a  view  to  compel  them  to  assent 
to  it.  The  amendment  coming  ftom  that  State^ 
he  presumed  it  had  relation  to  the  safety  fimd 
system,  and  to  the  prospective  exercise  of  this 
taxing  power  to  tax  the  bank  without  limita- 
tion. The  branches  might  thus  be  driven  ont 
of  the  State,  nnless  they  would  come  in  mider 
that  system.  Els  objection  was  not  to  giving 
the  State  power  to  tax  the  bank,  bnt  to  the 
Qulimited  natnre  of  the  power  proposed  to  be 
given.  The  question  bemg  on  on  amendment 
to  an  amendment,  he  was  precluded  from  offer- 
ing any  limitation  to  the  power. 

Mr.  WA.BDWELL  replied  that,  in  offering  his 
amendment,  he  had  not  bad  the  slight«st  refer- 
ence to  the  safety  fand ;  no  such  thing  had  been 
in  his  thoughts.  He  waa  willing  that  the  power 
of  the  States  should  be  limited,  and  that  all  the 
States  should  be  pat  on  the  same  footing. 

Mr,  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  regretted  that 
the  gentleman  &om  New  York  (Mr.  Wasowkix) 
had  modifled  his  amendment,  and  presented  it 
in  the  form  in  which  it  novr  appeared;  as  it 
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now  assumed  to  prescribe  to  a  State  the  mode 
in  which  th»t  Stalo  shonld  exercise  its  power  of 
taxation.  He  was  aware  that  the  cononrrent 
power  of  taxation  possessed  by  a  State  in  eom- 
mon  with  the  General  Goremment,  was  ex- 
tremely delicate  in  its  natnre ;  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly tnie  that,  if  the  Government  had  within, 
any  State  ftmds  which  were  the  property  of  the 
United  Std^  snch  Amds  were  not  liable  to  be 
taxed  by  the  State.  Bnt  when  the  Government 
vested  its  funds  in  a  canal,  or  in  a  bank,  or  in 
any  company  within  the  State,  it  waived  that 
distinetion.  and  the  right  of  tne  State  to  tax 
immediately  accrued,  Oonld  it  be  right  that 
the  citizens  of  a  State  should  have  a  place  of 
refuge  within  the  Stste  where  they  might  vest 
their  property,  and  have  it  sacred  from  the  tax- 
ing power  of  the  Btate  t  A  dtiien  who  wonld 
demre  this,  was  surely  unworthy  of  tjie  name. 
It  had  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  that  this 
bank  quMtion  had  been  settied  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  D.  did  not  regud  it  in 
that  light.  Be  knew  of  bnt  one  question  which 
could  be  said  to  have  been  setUed  by  the  people 
since  the  adoption  of  the  eonstitution,  arid  that 
was  the  question  in  reference  te  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws.  This  the  people  had  settied 
tiiemselves,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  all 
the  branches  of  their  Government,  legialatLve, 
execntive,  and  jndicial.  With  this  exception. 
there  was  not  one  political  proposition  that  dia 
not  remain  as  unsettled  now  as  it  was  tbea 
Bnt  independent  of  "the  ooncnrrent  power  of 
taxation  poeeessed  by  the  States,  (on  which 
doctrine,  however,  Mr.  Madison  had  labored  to 
support  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,) 
as  a  mere  act  of  prudence,  he  considered  it  the 
safest  and  the  wisest  course  to  insert  such  a 
provision  in  the  charter.  What  would  not  sach 
a  olanse  have  saved  to  the  Govermnent  in  the 
great  lottery  case  ? 

Mr.  Bku.  was  in  fevor  of  the  ol^ect  of  the 
amendment,  bnt  the  amendment  was  inaofllcient 
to  attain  that  objeet.  It  laid  down  as  a  crite- 
rion by  which  the  States  were  to  tax  the  United 
States  Bank  stock,  the  rate  at  which  they 
taxed  their  own  bank  stock.  But  in  Tennessee, 
and,  he  believed,  in  Eentncky,  and  in  some 
other  States,  banks  were  not  liable  to  taxaticm 
at  ail.  The  criterion  therefore  failed.  He 
suggested  to  the  gentieman  from  New  York 
(Ml,  Wabdwxll)  to  pnt  his  amendment  in  such 
"lat  Uie  amount  of  capital  vested  in 
should  be  reported  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  where  such  branch  was  situ- 
ated. It  had  been  suggested  that  the  amend- 
ment would  give  an  undne  power  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania;  but,  aa  a  eounterpmse  to 
that,  he  would  remind  genUemen  of  the  amount 
of  stock  in  the  Western  Statos.  The  Le^ 
latures  in  the  moat  distant  parts  of  the  Union 
in  Massachusetts  and  in  South  Oarolina,  wonld 
have  It  in  their  power  to  ruse  a  tax  npon  bank 
stock  in  Tennessee.  Snch  a  feature  oaUed  aloud 
for  some  remedy,  as  he  believed  tiiere  was 
no  iostanoe  in  existence  where  a  Legislature 
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attempted  to  tex  capital  wbicb  lay  bejond  iu 
own  limits.  Ee  admitted  that  Uke  subject  was 
attended  with  great  difficnlty ;  but  he  thought 
that  at  leaA  something  mi^^t  be  done  that 
would  be  preferable  to  the  present  atote  of 
things. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  was  not  satjafied  with  the 
amendment,  aithough  he  ahonld  decline  ofi^ring 
s  substitute.  He  Uien  went  into  a  particnlor 
aooonnt  of  the  manner  in  wliich  banks  were 
taxed  in  New  Hampshire. 

Vr.  Adajis  said  he  hoped,  if  any  amendment 
was  adopted,  eiiowing  tlie  Unit«d  Btatee  Bank 
to  be  taxed  b;  the  States  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State  treasuries,  gentlemea  would,  in  fair- 
ness, oS'er  a  farther  amendment^  allowing  the 
Stete  banks  to  be  taxed  by  Ooogreas  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in 
proportion  to  the  bonus  to  be  paid  by  the  Bank 
of  the  TTuited  States.  Then  there  would  be 
something  like  equalitj.  This  bill  required  the 
stookholderB  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  pay 
to  the  Govemmeat  a  tax  of  twenty  thousand 
dollaiB  a  year  for  the  privilege  of  doing  banking 
basiness.  Did  the  Steta  banks  pay  that  amount 
to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  t  If  they 
did,  then  the  system  might  hare  some  pceten- 
rions  to  equality.  Vs.  A.  hoped  that  no  amend' 
ment  would  pass  which  should  in  any  sh^e 

EDt  this  institution  into  the  power  of  the  State 
egislatures.  As  to  the  Btete  taziug  the  stock 
held  bj  their  own  eitizenB,  they  would  on  that 
anbject  do  as  they  pleased.  None  dispnted  their 
right  BO  to  do.  But  that  was  all  the  right  they 
onght  to  possess  in  the  matter.  It  had  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  trom  New  York  (Mr. 
Wabdwklt)  that,  cbnld  the  sense  of  the  people 
be  taken,  nine-Untha  of  them  would  vote  in 
lavor  of  the  present  amendment.  In  tliat 
opinion  he  hehered  the  genUeman  to  be  very 
much  mistaken,  thoueh  it  might  be  very  true 
that  nine-tenths  of  tne  stockbolders  in  Btete 
banks,  and,  for  aught  he  knew,  the  other  tentli 
also,  would  very  willingly  vote  for  it.  There 
were,  indeed,  numerous  and  honorable  excep- 
tions, as  some  of  the  memorials  from  the  State 
hanks  would  prove.  The  gentleman,  indeed, 
bad  spoken  of  memorials  from  his  own 
district,  in  which  it  was  made  a  condition 
of  the  petition  in  beh^  of  the  bank,  that 
the  Stete  LeKislatores  should  have  power  to 
tax  the  capital  employed  by  the  branches.  If 
these  memorials  contained  suoh  a  provisiou, 
Mr.  A.  believed  that  in  that  respect  they  dif- 
fered from  all  others  which  had  been  reoeired 
upon  the  Butjject.  He  did  not  know  of  another 
instance  where  any  snob  condition  had  been 
hinted  at  The  House  had  had  a  great  deal  of 
debate  already  on  this  But(ject,  and  an  exposi- 
tjon  had  been  made  of  the  manner  and  form  in 
which  the  safety  fund  system  had  been  organized 
and  applied  within  the  limits  of  a  great  and  pre- 
ponderant State  of  the  Union,  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of  which  a  memorial  had  been  sent  to  the 
House  accompanied  by  instmctions  to  the  Sena- 
tors, and  a  request  to  the  BepresentaUvea  of 
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people  of  New  York  I  No.  It  was  the  voios 
of  a  few  interested  individnale,  operating  by 
means  of  political  manmnvres  to  get  for  than- 
selves  an  interest  of  seven  per  cent,  by  driring 
out  of  the  Stete  the  branches  of  a  bank  which 
loaned  money  at  bi  per  oent  To  thdr  im- 
mortal honor,  some  of  the  representatiTea  tttsm 
the  State  of  New  York  itaeff  had  eipowd  tbe 
whole  tranaaction,  and  exhibited  the  entire 
tiaaue  of  party  machinery  to  the  pnbKe  view 
of  the  people  of  the  Union.  Althon^  the  case 
might  not  be  bo  strong  in  other  Btatefl,  yet  tbe 
same  prindplo  of  private  and  personal  interest 
would  doubtless  operate  on  uiem  also.  And 
many  of  tbe  memoriala  against  the  bank  qioke 
not  tbe  voioe  of  the  people,  but  the  virice  of 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  State  banks— 
a  voice  which  was,  in  effect,  a^unat  the  peoidc; 
Mr,  A.  would  prefer  that  this  sectian  of  the 
bin  should  be  stricken  out  entirely,  as  it  did 

Elve  to  the  States  a  [lartial  control  over  the 
ank,  which,  in  his  opinion,  they  ought  not  te 
possess.  The  power  (^  Congress  oonld  DO  more 
be  transferred  to  the  Stete  LeKislatorea  than 
the  power  of  Legislatures  oooldbe  tunrried  Snj 
Congress.  The  people  had  ^ven  to  eaeii  thdr 
own  powers.  That  which  they  had  given  to 
Ooogresa,  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  exer- 
cise. It  was  given  by  the  people  of  the  States, 
not  by  the  Stete  Legislatores.  They  were  Al- 
low servants  of  the  same  masters.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Legislatures  represoited  the 
people  of  thdr  own  States.  The  members  of 
this  House  were  representatives  of  tbe  pecqtie 
not  only  of  the  States  to  which  they  reame- 
tively  belonged,  but  of  the  people  of  the  wbde 
Union.  Wltenever  the  Iferislatore  of  a  State 
undertook  to  tax  the  United  States  Bank  sto^ 
within  that  State,  it  amoonted  to  Dither  more 
nor  less  than  this :  it  waaarin^e  fitetoLegisU- 
tnre  undertaking  to  pass  laws  which  wa«  te 
affect  the  interests  of  the  whole  Union ;  it  was 
the  Govemmeat  of  one  State  legislating  upon 
the  interests  of  all  the  Steles. 

Mr.  A.  wonid  exclude  all  State  Legialataree 
from  baring  any  influence  on  this  inatitntioa. 
Stete  power  had  once  and  agun  interfered  to 
injure  the  institution.  Wherever  it  hod  been 
exerted,  the  effect  had  been  pemiciona,  so  nant- 
feetly  pernicious,  that  even  the  Stete  L^Ua- 
ture  itaelf  had  more  than  onoe  learned,  from 
the  effects,  to  come  back  to  better  prindplea. 
In  the  veiy  Stete  of  New  Hsmpahire,  wnich 
had  been  particularly  referred  to,  and  witlun 
the  last  thi«e  years,  a  diotetorial  letter  had  been 
sent  from  members  of  the  Legislattire  to  tbe 

S resident  and  directors  of  the  parent  institutioo, 
esignating  what  individual  they  should  sf^xrint 
as  president  and  a  whole  set  of  directors  of  the 
branch  within  that  Stale.  Mr.  A.  was  opposed 
te  all  such  interference.  Let  the  Stete  L^tsla- 
tures  move  with  all  poauble  freedom  within 
their  own  proper  orbits.  Let  them  exenuse  all 
the  legitimate  power  oonftrred  upon  than  by 
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the  pw^le.  Let  OongreeB  never  attempt  to 
Interfere  wiQi  them  in  their  sppropriate  fiino- 
tJOQB ;  bnt  let  them  not  interfere  with  the  legis- 
Idtion  of  Ooagreas.  He  hoped  that  the  amend- 
ment  would  not  prevaU. 

Mr.  Babbdos,  of  Vii^ia,  eaid  that  he  waa 
opposed  to  the  present  smeDdment,  as  he  had 
boon  to  all  its  antecedents  and  aooeMories;  he 
WM  for  rechartering  the  bank,  and  for  that 
reason  he  mnst  resist  these  indireot  obetaoles 
that  were  thrown  into  hia  path,  and  which 
must  tend  te  defeat  that  object. 

The  power  to  tax,  if  oonferred  on  the  States, 
was  in  itself  a  power  to  destroy ;  and  onder  no 
goise,  and  for  no  pnrpow,  wonld  he  arm  the 
States  with  BO  misohievoos  a  power.  He  wonld 
rather  pnt  down  the  bank  at  once,  b;  a  vote 
effecting  that  result  openlj,  boldlj,  and  in  the 
&ce  of  day,  than  travel  the  by-ways  of  indireo- 
tioD  to  reach  it.  From  boyhood  to  the  present 
moment  of  my  life  I  have  seen,  felt,  and     ~ 


and  publicly  expreased  to  those  who  had  a  right 
to  know  them.  I  am  sent  here  with  a  knowl- 
ed^  of  these  opinions,  and  npon  them  I  mean 
to  act.  I  aboold  be  false  to  myselt^  as  well  aa 
to  others,  if  I  now  pnt  them  away  &om  me. 
Yet  if  I  had  the  power  wished  by  Oalignla,  (I 
believe,)  and  all  the  banks  of  the  earth  had  bnt 
one  ncwk,  I  wonld  not  hesitate  a  moment  in 
^ving  the  blow.  But  we  are  not  so  ctrcoin- 
stanoed.  A  atateaman  must  look  to  the  existing 
condition  of  things,  and  find  bis  obligations  of 
dnty  in  their  present  relation  to  ttie  pnblio 
interests.  A  duttiiwnished  colleagne  of  mine, 
(Mr.  J.  Randolph,)  ^o  longer  a  member  of  this 
House,  bnt  whose  opinions  always  command 
my  respect,]  said,  on  a  former  oocaaion,  that 
tlie  foonders  of  onr  GovemmeDt  intended  that 
this  ahonld  be  a  hard  money  Government. 
Qwrse  ffaahington  and  Alexander  Hamilton 
qnioUy  saw  that  this  was  impossible ;  bat  they 
saw  that  pnblic  morals,  pnblio  interest,  and 
oonunon  honesty,  required  the  closest  possible 
ayproiimatiwi  to  it  Thiswasfoondlntheorea- 
tion  of  the  National  Bank  in  1791,  pnt  down 
in  1811,  and  the  need  for  ita  reestaoUahment 
strikingly  illnetrated  in  the  pinching  necesrities 
of  which  the  present  bank  is  the  o&pring,  A 
metallio  onrrenoy  would  be  the  soandeot,  the 
aafaat,  the  least  liable  to  fioctnatlon  or  frand. 
Bnt,  sir,  we  are  not  employed  in  studying 
alchemy,  nor  have  we,  nor  can  we,  discover  it. 
We  cannot  change  the  present  state  of  things ; 
we  mnst  look  ont  fbr  that  which  is  the  best,  the 
sorest  snocedanemn  fbr  a  inetatlie  oarrency. 
There  ia  no  coonaeHor  so  ssfb,  no  gnide  so 
unerring,  as  experience.  Thia  we  oaoe  disre- 
garded ;  we  inonrred  the  penalties  of  an  error, 
and  were  driven  back  into  iJiose  fbotsteps  in 
which  we  were  sternly  and  severely  ooonaelled 
to  tread. 

Id  the  whole  system  of  trade,  in  ita  largest 
comprehennon,  there  ia  no  nerve  so  delicate. 
Done  so  sensitive,  as  its  money  nerve.    No 


DEBATES  OF  CONaRESS. 

Baui  tfUtt  CtuUd  OeUt—SadKwttr, 


[H.OFa 

matter  whether  that  nerve  be  made  of  coin, 
^Iden  bollion,  ot  bank  notes.  Touch  It,  and 
uie  vibration  la  deep,  and  long,  and  sensible^ 
throogbont  its  own  world  of  commerce  and 
exchanges.  The  circolatdng  medinm  of  every 
country  is  its  scale  of  value ;  and  upon  it,  and 
by  it,  the  rights,  the  tntereala,  and  the  stability 


the  Batik  of  the  United  States,  is  neither  m 

less  than  a  power,  at  the  same  will,  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  quantity  of  circulating  medium,  and 
to  prescribe  terms  as  the  price  of  its  forbear- 
ance, by  which  the  amonnt  of  onrrency  may  be 
swelled  or  decreased.  If  this  be  not  a  power 
to  fix  the  valne  of  prwerty  by  the  finctnating 
connsels  of  the  local  Qovemmenta,  then  the 
grant  proposed  to  be  given  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  exercised  by  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States.  If  it  be  such  power,  then  it  should 
be  withheld  by  all  the  obligations  that  bind  us 
to  our  social  and  relative  dnties.  Is  not,  said 
Mr.  B.,  the  history  of  the  States  filled  with 
those  fl'eaks  in  legislation  which  touch  the 
rights  of  property,  and  the  correlative  wealth 
and  poverty  of  our  citizens,  by  a  circnitona 
action,  bnt  aa  fatally  and  as  miachievonsly  as 
the  more  direct  agency  of  the  most  profiiMte 
men  in  the  wont  agea  of  the  world?  The 
means  of  expelling  the  measure  of  value  through 
the  power  of  taxation  ia  too  large  and  dangerous 
an  endowment  of  power ;  is  a  tmst  pregnant 
with  too  mnch  of  evil,  to  be  parted  with,  if  it 
be  possible  to  withhold  it.  What  are  these 
sudden  and  violent  finctnations  in  the  cbonnela 
of  corrfflioy,  bnt  one  great  and  fatal  Euripns,  in 
which  labor  loses  the  sweat  of  its  own  brow, 
and  cunning  gaina  that  for  which  it  never  has 
and  never  wiD  toil.  Frequent  changes  in  thia 
measure  of  valne  (the  com  and  buk  notes) 
invariably  inatigate  one  portion  of  society  to 
prey  upon  another.  Tou  let  loose  and  stimn- 
late  the  sharpened  wits  of  one  class  of  men 
sgunst  the  btnnter  intellects  of  another ;  and 
in  the  oonflict  the  hard  earnings  of  honest 
indnatry  become  the  victim  and  the  sacrifice. 
The  State  Legislatures  interested  in  the  Stat« 
banks  will  so  tax  the  national  cmrency  aa  to 
secure  the  circolation  of  its  own  notes;  and 
then  comes  the  strngde  who  shall  Gil  the 
channels  of  currency.  No  such  strife  ever  did 
exist  without  this  effect ;  the  bad  notes  will 
drive  the  good  notes  out  of  circolation.  Why, 
sir,  it  is  the  plainest  thing  in  our  duly  transao- 
tions.  The  purchaser  goes  into  marjiet  with 
two  notes  in  his  pocket,  the  one  good  beyond 
doubt,  the  other  on  a  soapiciooa  bank,  and  of 
doubtftil  oredit — which  will  that  purchaser  part 
with  in  the  markett  Will  he  not  pnah  thebad 
or  doubtfo)  note  away  from  him,  and  retain  the 
good  one  ?  Will  not  everybody  else  do  so  tool 
And  thus  the  bad  notoa  become  our  circulating 
medinm.  Is  self-interest  dead,  or  has  that 
sleepless  passion  now  determined  for  once  to 
unk  faito  alomber,  whilst  we  put  down  that 
useful  institution  t    Sir,  common  sense  m^ 
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sleep,  but  it  tivrtja  wakes  Dp  re&ealted  bj  its 
dombers ;  and  though  from  umie  sort  of  pur- 
pose, God  knows  well  what,  this  bank  to&y 
either  be  deferred  or  pnt  down,  (for  doubt 
about  it  will  give  birth  to  fhind  and  mischief; 
and  the  swapping  of  propertf  without  valuable 
connderatioD,)  yet  I  ssj,  sir,  it  will  sgun  rise, 
and  it  will  owe  its  renewed  existonoe  to  the 
honesty,  the  intelligence,  a^ ,  the  abeolnte  neoee- 
utiee  of  the  coDDtry. 

But  another  ptdnt  in  view,  G«atleinen  argue 
this  qnestion  aa  if  we  were  trenohing  npon  the 
power  of  the  States.  Are  the  tme  Mends  of 
the  State  rights  aware  of  the  difGcolties  that 
here  lie  in  wut  for  them,  and  into  which  they 
are  now  planing  I  The  taxing  power  is  either 
inherent  in  Uie  States,  belonging  to  them  of 
right,  or  it  is  not.  If  in  them,  onr  grant  is  idle, 
snpererogatory,  and  worthless.  If  not  in  them, 
can  this  Government,  the  creature  of  the  States, 
throw  back  power  apon  its  creator!  U  the 
power  be  in  ns,  and  is  only  to  be  exeroised  by 
OUT  gift,  m^  we  not  give  it,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  to  one,  to  more  of  the  States,  and  to  all  t 
Sir,  the  trite  '"mi't",  Oiytu  eit  dart,  ^iu  ttt 
di^ntra,  springs  to  the  view.  Uay  we  not 
^Te  it  on  oondition,  and  cause  the  free  and 
sovereign  States  of  Uiia  oonfederaoy  to  kneel 
and  to  knock  at  our  doors  fbr  terms  and  condi- 
tions ;  ay,  the  terms  and  conditions  which  the 
master  prescribes  to  his  slave  {  Is  State  pride 
to  be  rebnked  b7  Uie  federal  frown,  or  cheered 
by  the  federal  smile.  For  one,  and  I  claim  to 
M^  in  the  legitimate  sense  of  the  term,  as  genu- 
ine a  friend  of  the  reserved  powers  of  the  States 
aa  any  boaster  here ;  for  one,  all  my  pride  and 
all  my  prinoiples  in  relation  to  State  sovereignty 
rise  np  in  rebellion  to  this  notion.  There  is  a 
spirit  and  a  temper  in  the  States  that  would 
revolt  at  snch  an  interpretation  of  their  rights. 
Between  the  two  Oovemments,  the  sovereign 
power,  the  people,  have  partitioned  ont  granted 
means  for  specified  ends.  And  the  authority 
of  neither  uie  one  Government  nor  the  other 
can  be  augmented  or  diminished  by  the  gift  or 
grant  of  the  other.  You  cannot  make  the  States 
tenants  at  the  federal  will.  I  repeat,  sir,  if  we 
have  this  power  to  tax,  can  we  tranafuBe  it  at 
will  into  the  local  legislation  of  the  several 
States !  Is  thia  power  so  mutable  that  we  can . 
retain  or  transfer  it  at  our  pleasure  t  I  rely 
upon  that  salutary  principle  which  is  engrafted 
into  our  system  of  juri^nidenoe,  and  drawn 
from  the  wisdom  of  antiquity — Deltgatnt  non 
mUtt  deUgart.  It  is  a  maxim  drawn  to  us 
ffom  our  Anglo-Saxon  forefathers.  When  a 
lawless  king,  meanly  sunk  in  loose,  inglorious 
luxury,  aimed  at  still  more  lawless  power,  and 
olaimed  the  right  of  unlunited  taxation  as  being 
within  himsell^  by  tlie  ready  grant  of  a  tame 
and  supple  Parliament,  a  hardy  and  fearless 
baron  (an  iron  baron)  sidd —  "  DeUgatu*  mm 
poUtt  delegar»."  The  baron  won  liberty  and 
immortality ;  the  king  lost  his  hesd.  This 
claim,  the  stern  reproach,  and  the  commen' 
tory  that  followed,  are  dear  to  liberty,  and 
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stand  in  the  records  of  history.  Sir,  the  Btatca 
cannot,  will  not  take  by  your  gift  We  oo^t 
not  to  give  it  if  we  could ;  beciiue  we  give  a 
power  to  deetroy  tliis  necessary  fafario  lot  the 
public  wants,  the  public  neoeasides ;  this  shield 
for  pablio  morals,  and  this  barrier  against  the 
irruption  of  oU  the  ills  that  invade  the  righta  ii£ 
fair  dealing  and  honest  indoetrj.  I  trnit  that 
this  unendiaent,  with  its  inodenta  and  nhtfi- 
tntea,  will  ««dt  b«  reieoted. 

Ur.  UuHLnraKBS,  having  asked  and  obtuned 
leave  to  be  exonaed  from  voting,  in  oonseqnRioe 
of  his  having  recently  acquire  some  of  the 
stock  of  the  bank. 

The  qneetjon  on  the  amendment  of  Mr,  W, 
was  put,  and  negatived— yeaa  BO,  naja  9S. 

Mr.  Watni  uiea  moved  an  aateDdmaat,  ia 
substance,  viz.,  that  the  bank  should  pay  to  th* 
several  Statee,  for  the  privilege  of  having 
branches  therein,  an  annmty  of  one  per  coit. 
on  the  capital  stock  which  may  be  assigned  to 
each  branch,  but  which  he  withdrew  in  &vor  of 

Mr,  W.  B.  Davis,  who  proposed  another 
amendment,  in  substance,  viz.^  to  provide  that 
nothing  in  thia  act,  or  the  on^nal  act,  dioold 
be  construed  to  exempt  or  deprive  the  aeveral 
Statea  of  their  power  of  taxation. 

The  amendment  was  debated  at  lengtit. 

Mr,  AsAHS  remarked  that  it  was  in  tSeeX  to 
nullify  the  deoiaions  made  on  thia  sulgject  by 
the  Supreme  Oonrt. 

After  some  farther  diacuasion  by  TIfmiii 
Ellbwobth,  Davis,  IiraKBSOLL,  and  HnnnAxn, 
Mr.  H.  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  wbioh  waa 
n^tived. 

Mr.  Uabshau,  stud  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
appropriate,  while  we  are  engaged  in  oonndering 
toe  propriety  of  reoogniaing  the  power  of  the 
States  to  tax  this  institution,  or  of  conferring 
HDch  power  upon  them,  to  look  bock  npon  the 
inetsAioes  in  which  this  power  bad  been  exercised, 
or  attempted  to  be  exercised,  on  the  part  of  the 
States,  that  we  might  thus  see  what  wonld  proba- 
bly be  tbe  effect  of  the  recognition  or  grant  of  the 
power,  if  now  eipressly  made.  He  recollected 
three  instances  of  the  exercise,  or  attempted 
exercise,  of  such  a  power,  by  Kentucky,  by 
Oliio,  and  by  Maryland.  In  two  of  these  cases 
he  was  certiun,  and  in  all  of  them  be  believed, 
the  open  and  avowed  object  of  impoolng  thi 
tax  was  to  drive  t^  brwicbea  of  the  I^ted 
States  Bank  from  those  States  reepedivdy; 
and,  from  the  amount  of  the  tax  imposed,  audi 
mast  have  been  the  effect,  if  the  tax  had  been 
collected.  Since,  then,  the  power  to  tax  might 
be  used  for  the  purpose,  and  to  the  extent  of 
destroying  tbe  subject ;  and  as  experience  had 
shown  that  it  bad  been  attempted  to  be  used 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  that  extent,  in  regard 
to  tbe  bank,  it  seemed  to  him  to  involve  a 
palpable  inoonaistency  for  those  who  maintained 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  enact 
this  charter,  and  who  intended  to  vote  for  the 
continuance  of  the  bant,  to  insert  in  tbe  insbD- 
ment  which  should  provide  for  its  contionad 
existeaoe,  t^e  grant  or  recognition  of  a  right 
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in  other  Qovenunent^  which,  Jadging  from  the 
pasL  hs  was  jostifled  in  ttyisg  would  b^  Miin« 
of  those  Qovenunente  be  used  for  the  pnipoM 
of  destroying  it.  To 
admit  that  Uwy  alrea  ,  , 
power  of  taxing  the  brtinehM  aitnited  within 
them  respectively,  wu  to  ednut,  or  to  grant  to 
the  State*  the  r^ht  to  deftet  uid  defray  the 


;  it.    To  grant  to  Uie  Btatea,  or  to 
liey  already  poaseaa  the  nnhmited 


war  wUb  tti«  vrinidplea  on  whidt  ^bone  thia 
ehuter  ooold  he  maint^ned  to  be  oonstita- 
tioDol,  that  he  thonght  It  imposaible  fbr  those 
who  intended  to  rote  for  the  charter,  alio  to 
support  the  amendment  now  under  opnaidera- 

The  qaestiOD  on  the  amendment  of  ]£r.  Datib 
was  n^tived — jo$a  81,  nays  '"" 

Mr.  WiTHi  then  renewed  t 
had  Just  withdrawn. 

Mr,  HowiBD  BUgg 
insert,  "and  no  iMona  ahall  be  paid  by  the 
bank ;"  and  sud,  if  this  was  added,  he  woold 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

Kr.  Watrk  accepted  the  ranestion,  and 
modified  hia  amendment  aooofdin^. 

After  a  protracted  debate,  in  which  Uessrs. 
Fattox,  BooDBroea,  Ikoebsou,  WAnra,  Ooui.- 
TBK,  and  IxTTK  took  part, 

The  qnestion  on  the  amendment  of  Ifr. 
Watsb,  as  modified,  wae  n^jatired— jeaa  08, 
naTs  108. 

lit,  EuBBAim  proposed  an  amendment,  that 
the  Btatea  may  have  the  power  to  tax  the  bank 
brandies  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  one-half  per 

Negatived— yeaa  81,  nays  BO. 

Kt,  Cbais  st^d  it  was  evident  that  tiia  bill 
wonld  be  carried  in  a  shape  not  very  different 
from  what  it  was.  He  wonld  therefore  move 
the  previous  question.    It  was  not  seconded. 

lb.  Bbll  proposed  an  amendment,  in  sub- 
stance,  viz :  uiat  there  shonld  be  a  tax  on  the 

Erofita  of  the  branches  in  each  State,  not  exceed- 
ig  the  tax  psid  by  the  local  banks.  The  amend- 
ment was  negatived — yeas  87,  nays  M. 

lit,  Marx  moved  an  amendment  In  the  fol- 
lowing form : 

"  On  so  much  of  the  capital  stook  held  by  foreign- 
era  or  their  ageats,  there  shall  be  paid  by  the 
prerident,  oat  of  their  respectiTe  diridends  on 
stock,  one  per  cenL" 

He  insisted  that  it  was  no  more  than  just 
that  a  State  shoold  be  allowed  to  tax  the  capital 
of  branch  banks  within  ita  own  Umits.  For 
however  convenient  snch  branches  might  Im,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  tbeir  capital  took  the 
place  of  lost  BO  much  State  bank  capital,  which 
would  otherwise  be  employed,  and  which  would 
yield  the  State  a  revenue. 

Mr.  Adahs  remarked  that  this  was,  in  effeot, 
saying  that  foreigners  shonld  not  hold  any 
stock. 

Mr.  Watnx  could  not  vote  for  this  smend- 
ment,  as  he  was  willing  to  make  the  bank  as 
good  as  be  could,  bnt  not  as  bad  as  he  oonld. 


Mr.  Bmu),  of  Femuylvanio,  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  proposition  submitted  bj  his  ool- 
leagae  was  entitled  to  respectM  oousideration. 
Let  us  examine  it,  sud  Mr.  B.,  and  decide  upon 
its  merits.  It  proposes  that,  on  so  much  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  United  States  Bank  aa  shall 
or  may  be  held  by  foreigners  or  their  agents  on 
or  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1836,  there  shall 
be  paid,  annnallyj  by  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  said  bank,  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  one  per  cent,,  to  be  deducted  from  the 
dividend  which  may  be  due  and  payable  to  s^d 
foreigners  or  their  agents.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  a  very  great  amount  is  held  by  foreignera. 
In  unng  the  term  foreigners  here,  I  mean  per- 
sona Bobjeot  to  for^gn  Oovemmenbi.  and  not 
residing  within  the  United  States.  This  is  not 
ol^eotionable,  and  it  conclusively  proves  that 
great  BonSdwoe  is  entertained  in  the  stability 
of  the  in^totion,  and  that  it  has  been  prndentiv 
as  well  as  profitauy  oondncted.  For,  after  all, 
it  is  interest  which  governs  in  cases  of  this  kind. 
Ooea  any  one  believe  that  it  was  with  a  sole 
view  to  benefit  this  oomitry  that  those  foreigners 
were  induced  to  make  such  inveetments?  Cer- 
tainly not.  They  believed  that  stock  in  this 
bank  would  be  prodttctive,  and  they  caloolated 
vist^j,  aa  experience  has  dranonstrated.  We 
were  well  pleased  that  they  sent  their  money 
here,  and  1,  for  one,  wonld  have  no  objectioa 
if  more  of  it  were  sent  or  brought  here^  . 
for  we  are  taught  to  believe  that  "  where  youR 
b«aanre  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also.'l 
Having  sud  this  much  respecting  stock  held  by 
persons  not  reuding  within  the  United  States, 
it  is  hoped  that  I  may  be  excused  for  inqniiiug 
what  right  has  this  foreign  capital,  employed 
here  and  vielding  a  handsome  per  cent,  to  the 
owners  of  it,  to  be  exempted  from  bearing  its 
share  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  a  Ooveroment 
which  affords  it  employment  and  secnrity.  I, 
for  one,  do  not  perceive  the  Justice  of  it.  It 
may  be  sud,  the  foreign  owners  of  this  stock 
have  entered  into  contract,  and  p(ud  their  pro- 
portion of  the  bonus ;  true,  and  so  have  the 
stockholders  who  reside  in  this  country.  Do- 
mestic capital  bears  ita  share  of  this  contribution 
for  banking  privileges  afforded  by  Oovemment, 
and  also  pays  taxes  for  State  purposes.  I,  there- 
fore, am  not  willing  that  Baring  and  Brothers, 
and  other  wealthy  foreign  capitalists,  having 
money  profitably  employed  here,  should  pay 
lees  to  the  support  of  State  Governments,  and 
the  improvements  mode  within  their  limits, 
than  the  owner  or  owners  of  a  small  tract  oi 
land,  or  the  man  who  has  hia  debt  secured  by 
bond  or  Judgment. 

One  word  more  oonceming  this  bonus  made 
np  of  both  foreign  and  domestic  contribution. 
What  is  it)  Why,  sir,  little  more  than  aa 
eqnivalent  for  the  Government  deposits  made 
in  this  bank  and  its  branches,  omonnting,  annn- 
allj,  to  many  millions  of  dollars.  At  wis  pro- 
tracted period  of  debate,  I  shall  not  discuss  the 
power  possessed  by  the  States  of  this  Union  to 
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tuc  the  stock  of  foraignerB  in  tbia  bonk.  Bbould 
there  be  anj  doubt  ftbont  it,  vre  oan  easilj 
remOTA  it  by  Bcknowledging  the  right  in  the 
law  which  creates  its  charter.  It  wul  go  into 
existence  under  it,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
present  charter,  and  anblect  to  its  proviaions. 
Therefore,  when  a  boon  is  to  be  granted,  let  ns 
eiact  our  juet  dues.  Is  a  corporation,  a  thing 
withoiit  Boul  or  bowels,  as  the  book  says,  the 
profits  of  whose  exertions  are  in  a  great  measure 
to  be  enjoyed  by  citizens  of  other  coontriea, 
to  have  higher  privileges  than  citizens  of  our 
own  country  f    I  hope  not. 

These  obserratioas  are  not  made  from  any 
hoatila  feeling  toward  this  bank,  for  I  am  in 
faror  of  its  being  recbartered,  believing  that  it 
has  a  powerful  influence  in  keeping  the  currency 
of  the  conntry  in  a  sound  state,  beeides  the  lud 
which  it  affoi^s  the  Government  respecting  the 
collection  and  transmisdon  of  the  reveune.  The 
distress  and  embarrassment  which  fell  upon  us 
when  the  impolitic  measure  of  prostrating  this 
hank  was  resorted  to  at  a  fbnner  period,  added 
to  the  difficnlties  necessarily  produced  by  tlie 
embargo  and  non-iatercoarse  preceding  the  last 
war,  ought  to  warn  ns  of  the  evils  which  follow 
onr  refbuDg  to  recharter  this  hank.  The  idea 
of  a  Treasury  bank  is,  to  me,  chimerical.  I 
have  seen  your  Treasury  notes,  bearing  interest 
last  war,  offeredat  a  discount  of  fifteen  percent,, 
and  people  unwilling  to  purchase  them. 

I,  therefore,  conceive  that  this  resolution,  if 
acted  on  BO  as  to  become  apart  of  this  bilL  will 
form  a  wholesome  provision  iu  it,  and  be  a 
matter  of  strict  justice  to  our  own  citizens;  and 
that  no  foreigner  ought  to  complun  of  it,  and, 
therefore,  hope  it  may  prevail. 

Ur.  Olaitoh  thonght  it  a  reasonable  proposi- 
tion. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  nega- 
tdved — yeas  77,  nays  110. 

Mr.  Claiton  proposed  an  amendment,  in  sub- 
stance, viz.,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  fbr  any 
foreigner  to  hold  any  stock  in  the  bank,  under 
pentuty  of  forfeiture;  and  he  hoped  tlie  House 
would  indulge  him  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion.  The  House  refused  to  order  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  and  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Oi^TTOH  was  then  negattved. 

Mr.  LxwiB  moved  an  amendment,  providing 
that  after  tbe  acceptance  of  the  amended  char- 
ter, it  should  not  tie  lawful  for  the  bank  to  take 
more  than  five  per  cent,  upon  loans  or  dis- 
oounts ;  which  was  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Lbwib  and  Dodhbidoe,  and  was  lost — yeas  88, 
nays  lOS, 

Mr.  Olattor  moved  a  proviso  that  nothing 
in  this  act  be  construed  to  restrun  the  incorpo- 
ration of  another  bank,  or  banks,  by  Oongreea ; 
which  was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  MoKat  moved  a  provision  that  the  oashier 
of  the  bank  sh^  report  to  the  treasurer  of  each 
State  wherein  branches  are  located,  the  amount 
of  canital  stock  owned  by  foreignera,  and  the 
branches  shall  p^  upon  their  proportion  of  such 
stock,  according  to  the  capital  asdgned  them. 


ABBISOMENT  OF  THE 

Bajte/lie  Vwitei  SUOeM—Stdurltr. 


[JniT,  ISSS. 

into  the  State  Treasuries  respeotirely  the  mdm 
rate  of  tax  aa  is  aaeased  on  tbe  stock  of  State 

This  proviMon  was  discnsaed  by  HesHra.  Itss- 
ozR,  MoEat,  and  Buboes,  and  was  lost — yeas  79, 
nays  101. 

Mr.  Etwas  moved  an  amendment  that  the 
charter  be  not  extended  for  a  Deriod  exceeding 
ten  yeara ;  which  was  lost  without  a  diviricn. 

Mr.  HoBH  moved  a  proviso  that  no  director, 
or  officer  of  tbe  bank,  should  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion in  behalf  of  other  stockholders,  by  virtne 
of  proxy ;  nor  should  any  proxy  to  any  peraon 
be  valid  for  a  period  exceeiuog  thirty  days  after 
it  was  given.    This  was  lost  without  a  di- 

}tr.  HowABD  was  friendly  to  tbe  bank,  and 
should  probably  vote  for  its  recharter ;  bnt  be 
was  oonvinoed  that  it  was  ix^nrions  to  its  tras 
interests  to  preiB  this  bill  farther  at  this  time. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  hill  and  the  amendments 
on  the  table ;  which  was  negadved — yeu  8), 
nays  104. 

After  the  vote  was  declared, 

Mr.  MoDnrnx  rose,  and  rw^uested  tbe  frknds 
of  the  bonk  to  remun  in  their  seats,  and  rote 
down  sll  the  amendments  that  might  be  offered 
to  the  amendment  he  had  propoMd,  as  it  was 
obvious  they  were  offered  merely  for  delay.  It 
was  highly  important  t^t  the  Inll  be  now  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  F.  TnoKU  moved  in  addition  of  $960,000 
to  tbe  bonus  proposed  by  the  bill  aa  it  canw 
from  the  Senate.  This  was  n^^ved — yeas  78, 
nays  109. 

Mr,  OouLTSB  moved  a  provisiiMi  that  a  Joint 
Oonunittee  be  annnally  ^ip<nnted,  to  be  ectfn- 
posed  of  one  member  of  Xbe  Senate,  and  two 
members  of  the  House,  whose  duty  it  afaoold 
be  to  visit  end  thoroughly  examine  the  transao- 
tiona  of  the  bank,  and  report  a  statement  of 
their  doings,  and  of  the  mtoation  of  the  bank, 
to  Congress ;  upon  which  report  (if  un&vorahle) 
Congress  shoukl  have  the  nght  of  pasnng  a  law 
r^ealing  the  charter  of  tbe  bank. 

mi.  0.  advocated  this  provision  at  length. 
It  had  been  found  necessary  in  Pennsylvania 
to  insert  a  condition  of  repeal  in  the  hai^  char- 
ters granted  by  the  Statea.  He  had  been  in- 
formed that  anoh  was  the  recent  practice  in 
New  York  and  in  other  States. 

The  proporition  was  r^ected. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  MoDomi's 
amendment,  (expmiging  that  clause  of  the  bill 
which  restricted  the  number  of  branchM  in  any 
one  State  to  two,)  and  was  agreed  to  without  a 
divinon. 

Mr.  NoTBS  Babbsb  then  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question ;  which  demanded  was  aostained 
—yeas  86,  nays  M. 

Mr,  Rkkohsb  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  oa 
the  previous  question ;  which  were  ordved. 

<M  this  question — "  Shall  the  main  qoestioa 
be  now  pQt  I "  the  yeas  were  83,  n«ys  OS. 

So  the  House  decided  that  tbe  main  qiiea- 
tion  should  not  then  be  put. 
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Mr.  lIiaoTO  then  rose  to  move  b  reoon^erv 
tion  of  this  vote ;  when 
The  House  ac^otirned. 

TnuDAT,  Jnlf  8. 
Bank  of  tA<  ThiieA  Statet. 

The  qaestion  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hkboxr  to  reoonHtder  the  vote  hj  which  the 
Hoiue  had  on  the  preTione  night  reirued  to 
Allow  the  previooa  qoestitMi  to  b«  then  pnt, 

Mr.  Olxy  moTea  to  laj  Mr.  M.'s  motion  on 
the  table ;  bat  oonaented  to  withdraw  that  mo-> 
tion  Dpon  the  reqnert  of 

Mr,  Tayiob,  of  New  York,  who  made  an 
explanation  respecting  the  manner  in  which  be 
hod  voted  jeeterda/,  and  advooated  th»  reoon- 
rideratioQ. 

Mr.  Olit  now  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Uxbosb  on  the  table. 

After  Tariona  inqniriee  in  relation  to  order 
had  been  pnt  to  the  Ohur,  and  answered, 

The  question  on  laying  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, &XS.,  on  the  table,  was  put,  and  carried^ 
jeas  60,  n^B  62. 

Mr.  Lswia,  of  Alabam^  moved  to  strike  ont 
the  seventh  section  of  the  bill,  and  insert  in  lien 
thereof  a  provision  that  the  bank  should  not 
take  a  higher  rate  <^  interest  on  its  loans  or  dis- 
ootiats  than  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  TttoMBoK,  of  Ohio,  ofibred  the  following 


"A.  t&i  not  exceeding  eigbt  per  cent,  on  tbs 
dividend  annu&lly  coQected  and  declared,  whEcb  tax 
sb^l  be  pud  ioto  the  Tre&snry  of  each  SUte  in 
which  Bud  bulk  ahitl  nuke  discounte,  dther  by 
kself  or  its  branches,  in  propordoD  to  the  amount 
of  dividends  collected  in  each  State ;  which  said  tax 
shall  be  paid  on  the  4th  da;  of  March  in  each  jear, 
during  the  term  of  fifteen  jean ;  and  a  etatemant 
of  the  amonnt  bo  paid  bj  the  bank  shall  be  made  bj 
the  preddent  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaa- 
ury  of  (he  United  States  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
of  April  in  each  of  the  fifteen  jears  aforesaid." 

Hr.  Deabbosit  thereupon  moved  the  previooa 
question ;  which  was  seconded — yeaa  ii. 

Tbe  previooa  qnestion  was  then  put  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Shall  the  main  qnestion  be  now  pat  t " 
and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative 
— QS  to  B3. 

The  main  qaestion  was  tiien  stated  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time^  and  decided 
by  yeoa  and  nays  as  follows : 

Yais. — Messrs.  idams,  C.  Allen,  H.  Allen,  All- 


Baistow,  I.  U.  Bates,  Briggs,  Bucher,  Bullard,  Bard, 
Barj;ea,  Choate,  Collier,  L.  Condict,  a  Condlt, 
E.  Cooke,  B.  Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Conltor,  Craig, 
Oane,  Crawford,  Crelghton,  Daniel,  J.  Davis,  Dear. 
bom,  Denny,  Dewart,  Doddridge,  Dnyton,  Ells- 
worth, O.  Efana,  J.  Erans,  E.  Everett,  H.  Ererett, 
Ford,  Gilmore,  Oreonell,  Hodges,  Qeistar,  Horn, 
Hughes,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  iDgersoll,  Irrin,  Isaoks, 
Jenifer,  Kendall,  H.  King,  Kerr  Letcher,  Kann, 
TouXL— *8 
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Hanhall,  Kaiwell,  UcCoy,  KcDaffle,  UcEennan, 
Heroer,  UiUigan,  Newton,  Pearee,  Peadleton, 
Htcher,  Potta^  Randolph,  J.  Keed,  Boot,  Basael, 
Semraes,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Bade, 
Smith,  Sonthard,  Spenca,  Stanbetry,  Blapbena, 
Eteirart,  Storrs,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  P.  Thomas, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  Verijanck,  Vinton, 
Waahington,  Watmongh,  E.  Whittlesey,  F.  Whit- 
tlesey, S.  D.  White,  Wicklille,  Williama,  Toong— 
106. 

NiTS. — Messrs.  AdiJr,  Alexander,  Aoderson, 
Archer,  J.  Bates,  Beardaley,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethnne, 
Jamea  Blair,  John  BUr,  Bonck,  Bonfdln,  Branch, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Chandler,  Chiiin,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
Oayton,  Coke,  Conner,  W,  R.  Davis,  Dajan,  Donble- 
daj,  Felder,  Fitigerald,   Foster,  Gailher,  QordOD, 


Uitchell,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Fierson,  Folk, 
E.  C.  Reed,  Bencher,  Boane,  Soule,  Speight,  Stan- 
difer,  F.  Thomas,  W,  Thompson,  J.  Thomaon,  Ward, 
WardweU,  Wajne,  Weeks,  Wheeler,  C.  P.  White, 
Wilde,  Worthington— 84. 

Mr.  BKABDSLar  moved  to  suspend  the  role  to 
make  wqy  for  a  motion  that  the  bill  receive  its 
third  reading  thia  day. 

Mr,  Bkkd,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  this  motion  ;  which  being  ordered 
and  t^en,  the  rule  waa  suBpended— yeas  124, 
Miys  60. 

Ur.  HsiXBoas  moved  the  previous  question ; 
which  being  seconded  by  a  majority  of  the 

Mr.  BouLsiN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  previous  qnestion ;  whidi  being  taken, 
stood — yeas  109,  nays  76. 

Bo  the  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  then  accordingly  pot, 
"  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  "  and  was  deculed  in 
the  affirmative  by  yeaa  and  nays  aa  follows — 
yeas  107,  nays  86. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  retorned  to  the 
Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  J.  8,  Babbodb  having  been  called  out  for 
a  few  minntes  on  represent^ive  duty,  and  being 
thereby  absent  when  the  qnestion  was  pn^ 
reqnested  leave  to  record  his  vote. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Davis  said  he  was  similarly  dr- 
cnmataoced ;  bnt  leave  was  refused  to  both. 


Wbdsisdat,  July  4, 
Puilie  Zand4, 

Ur,  Lawie  OonmoT  moved  that  the  Houm 
reooDsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  by  which  "  the 
act  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  tbe  sales  of  the  pnblio  landa,  and  &« 
granting  lands  to  certain  Btates,"  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  December  next ;  and 
after  a  call  of  the  House,  and  tbe  question  being 
taken  thereon,  the  Eonse  refused  to  reconsider 
the  vote — yeas  88,  nays  100. 

The  remainder  of  this  day's  sitting  was  spent 
on  the  quarantine  bill,  and  various  pension  blUa. 
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Thdbsdat,  Jnly  6. 
The  AlUged  Fraud. 
Mr.  Deattos,  from  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  whether  an  at- 
tempt waa  made  hj  the  late  Secretary  of  War, 
John  H.  Eaton,  frandnlentlj  to  give  Bamne! 
Honston,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  con- 
cerned with  said  Houston,  a  contract  for  sup- 
plying rations  to  emigrating  Indians,  Loade 
a  report  accompanied  with  the  following  reso- 
lations: 

Retoltitd,  That  John  H.  Ealon,  the  kte  Secretary 
of  War,  and  Samuel  HoustoD,  do  stand  entirely 
acquitted,  in  the  Judgment  of  this  House,  from  all 
imputation  of  fraud,  either  committed,  or  attempted 
d  by  tbem,  op  by  either  of  them,  in 
r  relating  to,  or  comiecled  vith,   the 


Retolved,  That  all  the  evidence  which  waa  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee,  together  with  the  jourtial 
of  their  proceedings,  be  aDoeicd  to,  and  recorded 
with,  this  report;  which  report  was  read,  and  the 
docnmeDta  therewith  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Puhlie  F<ut  DKy~ChoUra. 

The  following  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate 
having  had  its  £rst  and  second  reading,  coming 
up  on  ita  last  reading,  viz : 

Retalttd  by  tkt  Senate  and  Houie  of  Repretenta- 
Hvtt  of  the  Unilid  Stalei  of  Ameriea  in  Congreii 
tuttmSitd,  That  a  joint  committee  of  tralh  Houses 
wait  on  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States,  and 
request  that  be  rccomioend  a  daf,  to  be  designated 
by  liitD,  of  public  bumilialion,  prayer,  and  fasting, 
to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  religious  solemnity,  and  with  fervent  supplica- 
tions to  Almighty  God  that  He  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  continue  His  blcssinga  upon  our  country, 
and  that  He  will  avert  froHi  it  the  Asiatic  scourRe 
which  has  reached  our  bordeis ;  or  if,  in  the  dis- 
pensations of  His  providence,  we  are  not  to  be 
exempted  Horn  tbe  c^amity,  that,  through  His 
bouDtifui  mercy,  its  severity  may  be  mitigated,  and 
its  duration  shorlenod-^ 

Vr.  PttnucBB  said  that  he  could  not  agroe  to 
this  resolution.  There  waa  no  gentleman  in 
that  House,  not  a  professor  of  religion,  who 
entertiuned  a  higher  respect  for  it  thanhimsclf. 
He  approved  of  the  practice  of  fasting,  and 
tbongnt  it  was  highly  proper  that  days  sboidd 
occasionally  he  set  apart  for  fasting,  hamilia- 
tion,  and  prayer ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  the 
authorities  of  the  ccuntrj  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  matters  of  this  kind.  He  did  not  find  in 
the  constitution  any  power  conferred  on  the 
President  to  appoint  a  day  for  such  a  parpose. 
He  knew  that  it  had  been  contended  that  what 
was  now  asked  from  the  Ezeoutive  was  not  an 
authoritative  order,  but  simply  a  recommenda- 
tion. That  was  very  trae ;  but  it  was  also  true 
that  such  H  recommendation,  proceeding  in  the 
form  of  a  proclamatioi)  from  tbe  Ohief  Magis- 
trate, would  come  to  the  people  clothed  in  Exec- 
ative  authority.    Were  it  otherwise,  the  whole 


proceeding  would  he  nugatory.    The  Eiec 

was  askea  to  set  apart  tati  s^point  a  day  to  !>• 
observed  thronghoat  the  nation.  It  had  been 
further  contended  that  there  were  precedent) 
for  such  a  recommendation.  Mr.  P.  had  care- 
fiiUy  examined  the  precedents  on  iword,  and 
all  be  conld  find  was,  a  recatmnendalioD  that 
the  several  States  set  apart  days  of  fasting  and 
prayer.  There  was  no  precedent  to  be  iDand 
of  any  application  on  the  part  of  Congrets  to 
the  Frcsident  of  the  United  States  to  nulls  any 
each  appointment,  and  he  hoped  it  wonid  not 
now  he  done  for  the  first  time.  Admitting  tlutt 
the  approach  of  snch  a  calamity  upon  our  bor- 
ders did  make  it  obligatory  to  ^^Int  endi  a 
day,  still  there  eiiBteo  a  stronger  reason  vhj 
this  resolution  ought  not  to  he  Copied.  Then 
w(ts  BOBoefhing  in  the  time  and  in  the  circnni- 
stances,  which  rendered  it  highly  indeconiiB 
to  pass  it.  The  House  had  all  seen,  in  the  ptftn 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Execntive  bnodi 
of  the  Government,  that  the  constitntion  gSTd 
him  no  power  to  make  any  snch  appointment. 
With  snch  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
President  before  them,  Mr.  P.  asked  if  it  would 
he  expedient,  if  it  waa  respectAil,  if  it  wu  de- 
corous on  the  part  of  that  Honse  to  appoint  s 
committee  to  ask  the  President  to  do  that  which 
he  had  publicly  declared  it  as  his  opinion  ihtt 
he  had  no  constitutional  power  to  do.  Etoy 
one  knew  that  the  Pre«dent  wasji  sworn  officer; 
yet  gentlemen  were  now  in  favor  of  asking  him, 
after  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  observe  (he  cm- 
stitution,  to  do  an  act  which  he  declared  to  be 
against  lie  constitution.  There  was  also  ia  the 
papers  an  expression  of  opinion  by  the  Eiecn- 
tive  of  one  of  the  States,  which  set  forth  tbe 
reasons  why  snch  an  act  would  be  against  tbe 
spirit  of  the  constitution.  The  reasons  there 
given  by  the  Governor  of  New  York  must,  he 
should  think,  he  sufficient  to  convince  any  oae 
that  the  Execntive  Macistrato  had  no  snch 
power.  Mr.  P.  concluded  by  saying  that  be  did 
not  wish  to  take  tip  the  tiicc  of  the  House,  bel 
conddered  it  due  to  himself  to  say  thus  mndi 
ia  vindication  of  the  TOte  he  waa  about  to 
give. 

Mr.  Deuibobn,  in  reply  to  the  remark  of 
Mr.  Plohmeb,  that  no  precedent  was  to  U 
found  for  such  a  measure  as  was  now  proposed, 
read  to  that  gentleman,  and  to  tbe  tiovt, 
a  resolution  passed  by  Congress  in  1S1£,  tp- 

Soiatiug  a  committee  to  wait  npOD  the  Pna- 
ent,  and  request  him  to  appoint  a  day  of  Cut- 
ing,  homiliation,  and  prayer.  He  then  reid  to 
htm  another  resolution  of  a  similar  tenor,  passed 
in  1814 ;  and  referred  him  to  a  third,  adopted 
at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  for  a  committee  to 
request  the  President  to  appointaday  of  general 
thanksgiving.  Mr.  D.  considered  tbe  meters 
as  neither  indecorona  nor  inexpedient.  If  eT«r 
a  measure  of  this  description  waa  fit  and 
becoming,  it  certainly  was  so  at  a  juncture  Uke 
tbe  present;  and  be  hoped  that  no  gentlenun 
would  object  to  so  reasonable  and  becoming  sa 
act  as  the  request  for  a  day  of  solenm,  religieu 
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hnmiliation,  with  a  Tiew  to  avert  a  great 
national  calamity. 

Mr.  Bates  moved  tolaftheresolnlionontbe 
table. 

Mr.  WHrm-KsBY  demanded  the   yeaa   and 


a  taken,  and  stood — jeaa  46, 
o  lajr  the  resolution 


najs;  which 
nays  91. 

So  the  House  rofosed 
the  table. 

Mr.  Eebd,  of  Uassachnaettii,  expressing  him- 
self favorable  to  the  reaolntion,  but  atroagly 
opposed  to  having  it  debated,  moved  the  pre- 
vious qnestioi^,  but,  on  request,  consented  to 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bbll,  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  objec- 
tions which  were  felt  to  the  resolution  in  its 
present  form,  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  the 
words  "if  in  his  opinion  it  is  proper."  ' 

The  Chaib  reminded  Mr.  Beli.  that  it  was  not 
inorderin  the  House  to  amend  a  Joint  reeolntion 
in  its  present  stage. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  therenpon  moved 
that  the  resolntion  be  reoommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  tJnion, 
with  instractiooa  to  amend  the  resolntion  in  tin 
following  manner ; 

Strike  out  the  words  "a  Joint  Committee  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress  wait  npon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  request  that  he 
recommend,"  and  insert  in  lien  thereof  that 
"  Wednesday,  the  SBth  of  this  month,  be  recom- 
mended to  the  people  ot  the  United  States  to  be 
observed,"  &o. 


Moin>AT,  July  6. 
Pui^M  Ftut  Day, 

The  House  resnmed  the  oonstderation  of  fhs 
resolution  from  the  Senate,  respecting  a  day  of 
humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer. 

After  a  protracted  and  somewhat  angry  de- 
bate, mainly  on  points  of  order,  the  subject  waa 
disposed  of  by  committing  the  resolution  to  a 
Belect  Committee  (Messrs.  Bell,  Yibtoit,  and 
Reed)  with  instractiona  to  amend  by  inserting 
the  2d  of  August. 

MoifSAT,  July  10,  6  A.  IL 
Adjourwmtnt, 

A  committee  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Folk, 
appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  Houae,  to  j*nn 
snch  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  port 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that,  nnless  he 
may  have  other  nommunications  to  make  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to 
adjourn. 

Shortly  after  which,  Mr.  Pole  and  Mr.  Fras- 
LAT,  as  the  committee,  proceeded  to  the  Prem- 
deuL  and  having  returned,  Mr.  Pole  oommnni- 
cat«d  to  the  House  that  they  had  waited  ao- 
oordiugly  on  the  President,  who  informed  them 
that  he  had  no  other  mesas^  or  communication 
to  make  to  the  House ;  and,  on  motion. 

The  House  thereafter  immediately  sdjoamed. 
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A.S.IM,J%»,-3i*Iiiatm,-ra.9,IU<Bardt,innla*,Ad. 

Asui,  JoDir,  BajmHntatlTe  from  Kentnelcr,  SS9. 
Adiu,  Jon,  Lettar  lo  Hutfai  VuhlDgtaa  on  Ui«  mnonl 
of  VaahLiigUii'a  remilu,  063. 

ASIKB,  JOHS    QuuTOT,  RsprtMDUtlTe  from  KBHChOHttl, 

SS8 ;  on  Blmnr;  In  the  Dlitrlot  dT  Golnmbl^  IMO ;  oa 

Uia  BppomaiiraeBtblt],  STS-erS;  OBtha  Bonth  CvnUu 

CUnu,  WT ;  on  inbacrtblng  tm  th>  BagMw  of  Datwt^ 

TM; oaths TulirbUl,  141;  oniliT of bMiift,T<S;OD n- 

ebut<i4BgthsBMik,TU.   £toA(lra,v<>l*-l.S,«,^B,B,lD. 
Aiuio,  BoBUT  lln  d«UM  oi;  Its. 
AMmtai  tf  On  SmtOt  owf  nmu  te  oiwiMr  to  Aw4- 

Atntt  iti*tag*^-S»»  /<id«a^  rob.  1,  S. 
.Ji^wnHWHf  ^axHrriH.— 5h  /hJsb,  toIi.  T,  10. 
Admlraa  (n  (b  Jfaon^Se*  Irutta,  ToL  1. 
4/HeaAAIa«M  oiul  iSIamrv.— iSm  ImfB,  vols.  1,  S,  ud  A- 

dta,  ToL  t,  Blaetn/- 
Afrleatt  eaptur*A—8e*  l^dtx,  tsL  I. 
.J^rJmttim.  OonuiMttt  on.— Bet  IndtK,  tuL  8. 
AuiAi<Du,MuK,Ba|>nMiitillTafromVli^il>,5SS.    St* 

r»dm,  ToU.  s,  T,  B,  «,  10. 
Algfint  War.— Set  Indem,  toL  1. 
Allui,  CQii.Ti>ir,  KcpiEMatitlve  fraa  Kintoekr,  RS. 
.Jaw'oncf,  jPbrtipn.— 5m /ixfa^  T«L  I;  *laa, /iuf«i^  Tali, 

S,  S,  I,  apaMa^fDn. 
Aluo,  Huui,  BEprgMVtiitln  from  Ttnnoot,  SSg. 
ALUtn,  Boiasr,  SepnKDtiliTa  from  Vligtalt,  CSS.    Sealn- 

d-\Tolil,T,a,SI,ia 
AuJKUr,  Bosamr,  BcimMotitiTS  fMin  FeluujiTUla,  US. 
AmeUa  Iilana.—See  InOaa,  toL  t 

Amt^dimtKt  i)f  (Aa  Jourmat  ef  U*  flnM.— 5h  Jhdas,  toL  T. 
ilaHwiBWiK  ^  M«  CftiMMMliM.— A< /ndaie,  Toll.  1, 1,  B,  S, 

T,8.ll. 
.dMy  Bardtm't  Bbitt. — In  Iha  HoiiH,  ■  hill  to  mika  oom- 

raBHtlonlncsiuidtradillTD.    ^MA<l«g,TOlg.l,l,t.^llL 
Asvmoii,  Join,  BtptaisatatlH  from  Uilna,  [188.    Sit  Im- 

(tM^Tob.S,(;ll. 
AbsiMoh,  Johr,  tha  mm  at  ut  InO^m,  voL  84  Bribery. 
lasn,  TiLUUi  O,  BiproMntitlTa  from  Vtii  Tork,  S88 ; 

on  UiB  BoIUoud  HawOrttuu  K»d,lS,-  oa  theult 

dntf,  88 ;  on  tha  cUmi  of  Uonroo,  806 ;  on  tha  condnct 

of  Ui«  BuH;  SM.    S» /iKi«t  ToL  10. 
AiTLTToii,  HiTKu,  Beprwaotitlve  from  Uuwdiiuotta, 

B88;  on  minimum  dntlH,  EH;   on  the  ndaeUoa  of 

dnt]H,Tai. 
SppetiittiumU,  BnaM*t.~3tt  Indect,  toL  8. 
App<irUonntnt.—St*  BaUa  qf  EtprmmtoHoit, 


flnttwo  of  Jukson,  SM;  1nt9«0e,33A;  taothernddt 
commlttM  needed,  158;  unendraent^  Kl;  bm  mi 
third  time,  KT ;  do  IntcriUon  to  Impnta  Uioia  to  Coi- 
greeefbr  their  InterfbreaflawfthiuTjecntneC^UB;  At 
wtaAa  pwijt  rMt»iiBltila  for  the  eete  of  their  tdolik- 
tntlon,448-,  li  the  AdmtnlitntlOB  to  ba Du^ nV» 
dbla  for  the  mnltlpDi^on  of  pan^ont  I  Mt 

Motion  to  ttHka  DDt  tha  ontflt  fiff  ralaliter  lo  TlBi^ 
itS;  eonrH  of  the  lut  Admlnlrtntlan,  Ml;  the  it- 
tranehmant  report,  44B ;  tvnrf  promlaa  aad  prcA^a 
mida  b7  the  ptaaast  fitj  le  not  onlf  bntn  bil 
forgotten,  00;  rsmonla  from  offlee,  OB;  hn  hne 
tho^  redeemed  the  pledfo  or  retienchmaflt?  Wj  Ui 
"book"  ueeits  the  neeasltj  of  aboUiMsf  Oa  oh- 
tlBgentfUnd  for mbaJaiu,  191 ;  ezpandltBrea rf  IhtW 
a!x  ^eui,  4S1 ;  aae  elted  by  the  Saoaior  traa  Cuinlii 
«aa;  dliUBcUoB  In  the  aae  of  tha  aotdt  to  Fnm 
403;  eipandLtnrea  oT  tha  preeeat  ud  latt  Adipli^ 
tnUoOiUI;  oompartHn,  4S8;  thia  AdmtEletntlgi  ha 
BBt  np  the  ijitera  of  lBt«mil  tmjnoTeiiuall  br  Ih> 
Toota,  U8;  here  tha  publlo  e^MDdltnree  heea  dbilii- 
lehedr  4CiS;  no  Pnddant  shonld,  dnrlni  the  itm, 
flU  a  Taeauer  vhloh  oconrrod  durlnj  tha  earioB,tH; 
■  food  pIOTldad  to  meet  the  expense  of  a  eontbiiHT, 
IH;  dnpikramlHlon  on  the  put  of  Congnae dariit 
VaatdagtoD'eadinlnlitriUon,  154;  power  o(  the  Ph^ 
dent  onr  tha  oontlngant  ftmd  absolnu.  O* ;  EieatM 
reipontlbla  fbrthe  eipeniuof  hla  BdniiBlitntIiB,a; 
■itinute  oi;  IML    &<  Ail«^  Tata.  1, 1,  >,  G,  T,  8. 

AXCHU,  WlLUU  B.,  BepnasntitlTe  from  Virginia,  tn:  oa 
thaibaenceof  theSpeakar,«i;  on  tha  TDrkiah  ndirim 
841;  onamInUtar(aCi>]oDibl>,<l08;  on  tha  eenTeilla 
vlth  Pnoo^  108;  on  tha  eonTentlon  with  FrBBei^^l: 
on  a  dij  of  kftlsg:,  TU.    Stt  ZaaiB,T<Ht.i,l,i,t,V- 

AnUiU  SpMU  fn  IHt  }/-avr—Sit  IndtiB,  nL  10. 

Arbnuat  Ttrrlbirg.—aie  Indea,  voL  t,  nrrHtrln 

Artantat  VW^nt  AwoAirji.— fiM  /nta^  nil.  1,  & 

Auimoiia,  Willuk,  BepreaentitlTe  from  Tlr|fida,  K- 
Sit  &dta,  Toll,  B,  0, 10. 

Armorg,  Wfltrn.—Set  Adai^  roL  3. 

Armti,—6ii  /ndai.  Tola,  1,  ^  *,  ^  T,  10. 

ArmyDfirlliin,pnmiUmmf.—SteIiidm,tti,t,tatI*- 
dan,  voL  I,  C«ar«M. 

AinoLD,  Thohu  D.,  BeprtMntltlTa  IMm  TuULMiiliW: 
on  tha  appottloiuient  bill,  BTl. 

AlnuT,  WlLUui  H.,  Bepmentitlra  from  Hliaeul,  98. 

AoanU  on  Ua  PrtMtiiti  Seentaiy.—Si»  Tiitfa^  tbLA 

.Attonur  G*HtnA,  t^tai  ^,—Sit  htim.  toL  M 
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m 'Saw  York,  im, 
■LT,  Hocimor,  elioMU  dootkMptr  of  llu  B«ut«,  SBl. 

3aliamaSantt.~BHlivItii,Tiil.l.  ' 

BaMmon  an^  OUo  RaOroaAr-Stt  ludtx,  toL  10. 

JWMhh^  oHiI  ITiuMiiftai  fioUrwul— Ib  tba  Hoiot,  ■  bUl 
nUtlnto,«iiisldeT«l,S19;  niiiaiki,m;  motlDo  toun- 
nrlB  tb<uiUBdBiraliattb*8*BM«,n>;  saiilsd,  VS. 

Bamt  i^Xltglai^—SaamcIt  ftom  Baminiuilatlinu  <tf  Lord 
of  lb*  trtmarj,  tfinlMtn,  Ail,  nMin  to,  IM. 

Ant  ^r  A«  niOxt  «alM>-Iii  Ow  How,  nnlDtlou  nl>- 
ttr*  tn.  iniMliliiciI.Tl:  irwtlnn  rii  lij  iiii  tlu  t■bl^  Tlj 

Sbm-rtmneal  If  Okartir.—'Sa  Oit  Prmitn  ■  minlntrnn 
ralUinlo.«iiuld«»iI,U8;  JaiMflcaHoa  Ibf  briaglin  tor- 
wudOMqaMtlon  M  tU*  tlm«,ltt;  tha  oondoet  of  ths 
liukwiditiMeiidi,lU;utB«art)nbUsdut7,1M;  pn- 
CMdlDfi  Id  Um  Sogtyh  PwlUmnt,  MEj  aitnet  from 
Bit  HaBi7  PuBsir*  ipHgh,  MS;  ipeoeh  of  Hi.  Hnini, 
14S ;  of  Edmd  KllliM,l« :  otair  TBUvn  PulUne;,  Itt 

B«iunlDfa>*cUdlob«uustl»tiaiikli  u  listttatlon 
too  (nat  ud  poirnftil  to  ba  tols>*l«d  iB  »  (OTinmuBl 
^b»widequlIii<n,lM;  oondaet  oT  Uio  Buk  of  Eii(- 
Ind  to  Ifi.  Fltt,  146 ;  tha  tandandea  of  tba  bank  in 
dugaroiu,  ud  peraldoai  to  tha  piTanunent  *pd  th» 
poople,  Itl  i  tht  »nitoAn  prl>llet«  ud  uiCl-npnblloan 
tnoiiopol7  vhleh  It  glTsa  to  tha  itookhokhn,  118; 
tba  luuuA,  otdlt,  ud  raraiiBH  of  tha  Unltad  B(Uh 
flmi  to  It,  14>i  powar  to  pa^  (ba  isTaniwt  ot  tba  Unl- 
lad8UteilatbalrowiiDatM,lU;  bulucea  in  tha  buk, 
IW-USOj  ln]D7  uUng  to  tha  nillad  Btatu  b;  naoom- 
paoHlad  mnHi  of  publlo  nonej,  IM ;  gtataouBt,  IGl ; 
ft  hiu  povar  to  dl4e»dlt  and  dl^jonge  tha  Dots  of  all 
Dtbai  bukfl  hj  aiolndlDg  tham  from  the  eollectloa 
of  tha  nTBDiia,  ISI;  poirar  ts  hold  ml  atUta,  r^ 
Ml*«ianta,and»talii  absdjof  p«Hati7,lElj  what  la 
the  albct  of  thla  Tut  catwdtr?  U3;  powar  to  daal  Id 
paiKD*,  marchiDdla^  aDd  billa  of  axebaoev,  IM;  to  ea- 
tablUh  bianchea  IB  th*  dlAraflt  Btataa  wlthont  thalr 
ooiiaeDt,aDd  tn  daflaBca  of  ChalirailBtaoa,  ]M;  namp- 
tlOB  ot  tha  itockholden  from  buUildul  llablUlf  od  tha 
Ulan  of  the  bank,  IDS ;  to  have  tha  Uoltad  Btatai  for  a 
partnar,  ISB;  axtraei  from  the  apeoob  of  8li  WHUam 
FnltoDay,  164 ;  to  have  lirafgBan  for  portaen,  IM ; 
cmnption  from  dna  ooane  of  lav  fbr  ilolatloDB  of  Ita 
otaartai,  lb7 ;  to  bare  all  thM*  BBloat  priiUtgu  MSBred 
to  tha  aocpontlDB  M  a  moBopolr  bj  a  pledgi  of  Iha 
pDhUo  fUth  to  flhartar  no  othai  hank,  lb7 ;  eoiraapoDd' 
•Doa  betwean  tha  Lord  of  tho  Tnuoiy,  Ao.,  and  tha 
eonnior  ot  the  Bank  of  KaglaDd,  lU;  lata  of  that 
bank,  lU ;  aumpka  Dt  thoae  mlnlitan  eODildared,  IS! : 
tUi  baok  la  an  InMltDtlon  too  autlj  ud  upaoilTa  Ifar 
the  AmarieaB  people  to  keep  np,  10>;  dlraet  e^Muea 
of  tha  buk,  160;  tax  ot  lltS,  ISO;  otbar  polDta  Dot 
toDcbod,  in ;  UiTO  to  Intiodnoa  tha  reaidDtlon  rafOMd, 

lei. 

Jtt4Bal  OirraiHiy.— Id  tha  Suutot  luTe  to  brlog  Id  a 
reaolDtloD  dtclarlBft  It*  CDirenor  lUagal,  aikad.  Mi ; 

SH;  tha  enmney  arralgiied,  Ml;  daddon  of  tba  ooul, 
afflrmlDg  tba  IffiUtf  of  thl*  correner,  US;  anbataoaa 
of  the  dadaion,  8ft;  the  aaetlon  refbried  to  la  a  mere 
proTlaln  to  poDlib  tba  Tlolatlan  of  axlitlng  il|bta,  BU; 
ltiobjeot,eU;l>  ttaliTlavdosbUdTaa);  thalSlhaec- 
tloD  of  tho  charlar,  Mt ;  eaeond  (roDDd  spon  vhleb  tha 
onirt  relied  la  tba  eth  artlde  of  tha  diarUt,  SK;  what 
ti  tha  meaolBft  of  the  artldat  tU;  three  ipecUla 
mitniellOD  of  the  Donit,  Stt ;  It 


a  (br  ODROBOT  bacanM  thaj  an 
nbjeet  M  the  law  of  aDdonabla  paper,  MS;  belDg  onea 
paid  thar  are  dona  with,  MS;  boI  erlduuMd  b^  aoj 
algD  that  eas  Mnd  the  corporate  affHta  fbr  pajDUD^ 
MS;  thsj  era  Dot  draws  1b  tba  ootporata  ttam*  of  Uu 
bak,M>;  law  ob  thb  point,  M> ;  eaae  of  ZlDg Ta.  BlR, 
M>;  polaCa,  STO;  iveOD«'R>r  the  iDTeDtlan  of  the** 
branehbankordara,BTI;  DarTatlTaoffcota,Bn;  OheaToa^ 
report  to  the  MoAboUan,  STl ;  Blddla'a  report,  BIS ; 
ImpadlBWBta  Bsdar  whteh  tlw  buk  ■o&red  DDder  Hr. 
ChaeTaa,StS. 

nda  oomncr  ooght  to  b«  anppi«Mod,  >7>;  Ita  Olagil- 
Itj  jDitlflaa  Ita  inppraaloD,  MV;  Ita  ptTBloleDa  eonae- 
qnanoaa,  SH;  theae  ordera  are  aot  p^eble  fai  the  Btatei 
where  iiaoad,  SH;  not  a  new  thing,  S74;  loipOTatlahlBC 
to  tba  Statea  where  laaued,  SI4;  ataleDHDta  of  the  baok, 
tT4;  thaemlaalaBor  theMOTdenlBdeloKliiB  theoooBtiT 
with  coBntert^lta,  STfi ;  power  graDted  by  CoDgraiB  to 
tba  bank,  STl. 

OfdnloB  of  the  court  rebrred  to  abore,  BIT;  Dot  a 
eyUahle  prohlbltoiy  of  theee  oidera  li  to  be  Ibond  iB 
the  aot  of  iDeorpoiatloD,  STT;  powen  (nnlod  1b  tba  Tib 
aeetloB  of  tho  ehartar,  STB;  the  faDeral  maaf nlng  »nfl- 
UoDedbj- the  letter  ot  the  ohaiter,  STB;  thele  orden  aM 
deaorfbed  to  tha  IStb  aectiou  ot  tba  chartor,  isd  pro- 
tected M  leg*],  aT8. 

BeaolDHoni  propoelng  laqolrj  whleb  WODld  *ff*«t  Um 
pTOpettr  of  iDdlildiislB  aboold  ba  IntrodBead  with  ean- 
tloD,  8TV;  what  afftot  wenld  thla  tnqnliy  hare  upon  tba 
iDiHtotloBr  «n. 

Two  way*  to  bring  abont  tha  object  Id  tIow,  BT9 ;  far- 
ther remaiho,  STD;  leara  nAued,  SSO;  <u«,  880;  raao- 
InttoDB  oflnqnli?  enbmltted,  SSO;  htlhar  reaoloUOM 
(abiiiittad,S91;  aaawer  to  tha  call  ob  tba  Svcretaijltf 
'  theTreainrr,  SBO;  IthadbeoD  mppaadall  thebruehtl 
lieaed  tbil  dMcrlpUon  of  eorreney,  S8>;  the  amoODt 
doea  Dot  exceed  Uto  miUlan  dollar*.  S8R ;  apede  drawm 
frora  th*  Wnt,  SS> ;  Ikcta  ihown  bj  the  papen  read, 
SSt;  It  le  nld  that  aider*  •re  Hot  aidDdielr  to  tba 
WeaIerDSt>tai.»0;lt  laiald  the  Veet  la  drdnad  <tf 
goU  and  illrer,  SW ;  doM  not  the  Tory  Idea  of  a  branoli 
bank  iBdode  Che  privilege  of  theae  diafta  or  orden  r  SM; 
motion  laid  CD  the  table,  S»l. 

AeoAorl*!-.— iBiportaDea  of  the  qaeatfon,  UO;  coBDt- 
leea  DiemarlAla  and  petltlona,  UO ;  bUI  oontlDnea  la  Ibrco 
the  preaeit  charter  Ibr  UteaD  r**!*,  *Ki  eeaenMal  aDd 
panmount  objecte  of  grantlBg  the  preaent  charter,  481; 
muDer  Id  whldi  thue  objscta  wen  to  b«  obtdnBd,«l; 
dltaltron*  oanaaqoaDoea  et  iBbitltutlBg  another  for  th* 
preMDt  huk,  481 ;  wait  until  (ha  decnmentg  are  prlnUd, 
Ml ;  Importaae*  of  going  ob  with  the  dIeeoialDB,  Ki. 

AgABcy  by  which  the  haok  cbarter  waaiecnjed,48S; 
iDllDeBee  at  the  bank  on  tha  iDtereita  ef  tha  people  and 
the  goTerDmcDt,  480;  aa  to  the  cnrreDcy  of  the  ccnmtry, 
488;  a  Bonnd  and  anilbriD  enrrenoy  one  of  the  great  and* 
oontempletod  In  tbe  eoBatttoUon,  484 ;  In  the  abaene* 
of  tha  United  Statea  B*Bk,  tba  Btata  b*Bki  beoosie  Um 
ragBlatai*  of  tba  carreacyi  484;  a  well  oondBeted  sa- 
ttoD*]  bank  hal  u  aioaadlngly  nMftil  and  aflbellTO 
operatloD  on  tbe  paper  drcnlatloD  ot  the  eoDDtry,  484; 
we  oBgbt  rather  to  iBcreaw  aad  mnluply  oar  aaoorltl*^ 
48B. 

AmendDDnt  olhrej  that  bo  brucb  ihall  ba  eatahUabad 
Id  uy  BUta  wlthont  the  awnt  of  lald  Btate,  4«;  aad 
th*  capltd  nbjectto  tauHoB,  4M;  Dtotloi)  Itor  a  yearlr 
boBna,  488 ;  better  that  tha  bank  ibonld  todnoa  tba  nto 
of  iDtertat  OB  loaa*  and  dlaooBBti,  484 ;  be  lUt  by  lh« 
paopl*^  4W;  Are  per  o*nt.  a  high  rata  Ihr  a  bank  with 
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tJOD  of  nehiitw  Dov,  ttl ;  iihuutod  irlUi  the  lei 
of  tMi  MIBlon,  MT;  mora  Importuil  object!  tiirc 
Midg  ftir  tUi,  UI ;  then  \i  n  Dnllaiib«d  lD•<l>Ug*tiaI^ 
m;  tbo  dcclolDn  Qf  thA  qneAtlan  doei  not  belong  to 
ConiTHl,  «8j  tlie  Pnildsiitlia  electioa  at  tuad, 
«b7  thli  inddsD  preuimr  US;  the  (•ubUahniBii 
UTiral  Avfltiean  buiki  In  dlffneot  puli  of  the  Union 
to  nponede  thli,  4K;  the  SoatUih  banking  ajatom. 
4Bt;  tlapHaUtf«xeallenca,MS:iuinebntcllliaiuihoiilil 
be  (toekhaldan, «». 

The  qnaaUoQ  his  b«en  proposed  to  tbla  Concnsa  br 
tlio  Praddant,  470 ;  wbj  ni  a  dedaloa  ptenod  i 
lut  aMalan  1 470 ;  amandnieatfararMrlj'boiiiiaadopled, 
4TS. 

AmtDdmaati  prohibiting  the  iamo  of  btlla  loea 
tvantr  dollus,  oStrod,  110 ;  tli*  pnoedaat  In  England, 
tn;  adopted,  411. 

The  piDpodtloD  prohibiting  the  eiUbUihniaBt 
bnneh  In  a  8tat«  trltbont  pemlnian  oohlbn  a  po* 
k  BtMa  to  Bipel  the  bank  at  pleamn,  4T1 ;  what  la  tb* 
oblact  of  the  motion  ?  4Ti ;  oni  power  to  adop 
unendtnant  daabtfnl,  4T1 ;  on  what  gtoond  do  the  Statu 
olalm  tbi>  power  of  tautlon  1 471 ;  a  branch  la  bot 
■genoy,  473;  th»  iDaqnalltf  of  tbo  operation  of  this 
amendment  la  not  tb*  only  objection,  4Ti ;  It  proceeds 
on  a  principle  not  to  be  admlttsd,  411;  on  what  gmnnd 
doa  Congrua  poauai  the  power  to  areata  not  onif  a 
baDk,bntab>nhor  clrcDjatii>iir47S;  object  of  the  con- 
atltntlOD  In  reatralnlng  the  Statu  from  iHnlog  bills  of 
credit,  478;  th«  crMtlon  of  Blate  banks  not  conilitent 
with  the  gnnta  and  prolilbitloaa  of  the  eonttJtaCion , 
478. 

The  power  of  tautlon  one  of  the  blgheat  ktltlbntei 
■f  Btote  Boverelgntr,  4IB;  taiaa  Impoeod  bj  Alabama, 
418 ;  It  Is  i^d  ■  boons  is  paid  to  the  geneni  gorem- 
ment,  474;  power  of  the  StUeg  to  cmie  banks  ao  long 
Mtoleaeed  In,  It  is  too  late  to  qnestlon  It,  474;  how  Is 
the  itook  beM  )>r  Ibnlgnen  to  be  coneldsrel  as  exempt 
ttma  taiathm  1 4111. 

The  ■maDdment*  proposed  embnce  two  dlstloet  qnes- 
tlotis,  47S;  argi^nenta  against  the  power  of  taietlon, 
4TG;  easeofUcCnllochsgaiDsttba  bank, 475;  the  prop- 
art]*  of  the  Btockholden  a  Ur  object  of  tuition,  47S ; 
the  power  to  Impoae  eilsts  In  the  general  goieminent, 
415;  opinion  of  HamUloo  that  the  Stuta  baie  the 
power  of  tautlon,  478 ;  lawi  already  pisHd  for  lulng 
the  hank,  47«;  tuatlon  by  the  State  of  Ohlo,47S;  dr- 
cnmstancM,  4IS;  banUng  InMltotlons  taied  In  Hew 
Ya[t,477;  the  amendment  la  declantory  of  the  rlghli 
of  the  Btats^  471 ;  Congrus  has  delcimined  that  these 
braoehu  vc  not  neceaaary  to  enable  the  gonmmcnt  to 
aanj  on  Its  AaoJ  oonoema,  477 ;  thla  right  of  ■  State 
resta  on  ths  sBine  fbundatlon  a*  tb*  right  to  tai  lands, 
478 ;  uoendments  lost,  4IS. 

Berlea  at  amendmeDtl  olTUvd,  478 ;  Qnt,  4T> ;  obJ^MSt 
to  abolish  the  HclnalTe  privilege,  41(1 ;  contrary  to  the 
genlna  of  ear  goternment,  479 ;  origin  and  aitlnctlon  of 
this  doctrine  In  £ngianil,  4I»;  amendment  njectod, 
480;  second  unondment,  4B0;  llihlllty  of  stockholdora, 
480;  njectod,  490;  third  ameodmeot.  480;  oSocn  of 
the  govemraent  and  aliens  prohibited  fWim  being  stock- 
holden,  480;  rtaeons,  480;  a  war  with  Orest  Britain, 

480;  no  oiciiee  fbt  Incnrrlng  the  danger,  481;  amend- 
ment rgjccted,  481 ;  tlnirth  ameadraent,  481 ;  onrrenoy 
payable  on  demand,  481;  amendment  rejected,  4S1; 
check  on  the  pnctioe  of  dmnlatlng  bank  orden  ai  cur- 
Tenoy,4Gl;  other  motions  In  the  Henats,  483 ;  motion  to 
■trlka  oat  the  bona^  and  Si  the  rale  of  iBierut  at  flrs 
per  tout,  481 ;  IdJotIoiu  to  the  bank,  tbo  Btata  buka, 


and  the  people,  461 ;  taportance  and  magnltnds  «( IW 
propceitloo,  4B3 ;  la  Ave  pec  Gent  enon^  to  eoapcQacts 
the  bank  1 4SB ;  civets  deddedly  beneOclal OB  thsKODS- 
nlt)',4gg;  eflects  on  the  State  LegUUtora,  tS4;  ilsin 
of  Moees,  4S4;  present  ralne  of  the  bank  doek,  IM; 
eOest  OP  aplcallsta,  484 ;  motjon  to  strlka  cot  lot,  4»\ 
motion  to  strike  oatan  annnal  bonniDf  tU(Mn;Wl; 
what  Is  the  nnewal  of  the  charter  waA  to  ths  ippl- 
eantaf  4SS;  evidenoca, 48S ;  rartoBS  ionii  Blind,  1» ; 
tSMJM  adopted,  488 ;  other  motlou  made  md  kal, 
488;  motion  to  refer  the  blU  to  tbs  Benlsy  gl  Iha 
Treasu7,48<;  reauns,     " 


Pato.— Ueasage  from  the  Pretidenl  TStoliig  thi 
BIS;  note,  G13  ;  Impoitanoe  of  theanbjeot,!)!!;  i 
tlonsof  the  President  eiataliied,ei4;  nowmsdfa 
no  bank  will  b«  eetabiiahed  vithoat  a  ehsngi  in  w 
llcconnsela,U4;  tic 


at  hand.  Bit ;  alw^a  been  thonght  adrlahle  Is  Is- 
lite  Tmther  than  repot  foreign  oipital,  Sl<;  coadlli' 
UonalobjBctlons  considered,  C18;  Gongrcadoul  pres- 
dents,  tll7 ;  eitncts  from  the  mcHge,  U7 ;  doH  Ua 
President  ntJect  the  anthoritjr  of  all  pieeedent,  eii44 
what  la  anltable  tohltii,Ill8;  he  la  as  mneb  beond  t?  Ills 
lawu  ■  private  clllien,G]S;  a  la*  Is  not  ilnit  te 
sees  9t  to  deny  Its  elTesl,  Gil;  dael^oni/  tht  SiiRiu 
Coart,  Ml;  qoenlons  before  It,  Sll,  S90;  ooDopilr, 
821 ;  grant  of  eiduilTO  priTlleges  said  to  bt  ugnoi- 
totlDBal,  mi  1  we  have  now  arriTed  at  a  new  (jncL"^ 

This  document  admitted  by  theopposHtentobtfrKt, 
plain,  and  snseeptible  of  qdIj  one  InterpretsUoa,  5d; 
It  Is  uid,  roln  to  the  conntzy  I«  to  be  the  coutqwiu 
of  not  renowlng  Ibe  charter,  S3S ;  wlU  thi  debO  of  Iks 
bank  bo  any  lass  at  the  end  of  thirty-flve  y<an  I  Ht; 
prevlons  meuaget  of  the  PresIdeDt,  Sit;  It  is  wd  tbi 
dlrootort  Intend  to  Interfere  in  the  election,  ^;  ttmib 
on  the  decisions  of  the  Snpreme  Canrt,  DM;  noM 
cpinioni  of  thp  Bonae  on  constltntlonal  qnettlaiis  UdA 
the  Benetel  IS25;  baoka  in  the  District  s  part  of  Iks 
eiclnslTB  JqriBdlction  of  Coagrssa,  cut  oS  by  lUa  *=■ 
ter,  02a ;  In  coH  of  a  war  the  bant.  If  In  axLtteaa,  <m 
main  depcndenco  fur  raising  money,  £30. 

Kiperifnce  uodar  the  present  charter,  KI;  lis  (naO 
reipecHngthe  Issna  of  bills,  B!7;  farther  remaikl  nl>- 


the  present  bsnk,  G?B;  ttie  principle  of  selT-pfotccliA 
miut  compel  the  bank  to  prepare  for  Its  final  tenniaa- 
tlon.  If  Its  days  are  now  Bniabered,  3«9 ;  tSocl  of  iB 
contmctlDO,  Glli  shall  any  bank  be  chartered,  ii  I^ 
qnestlon,  B29;  eitrKctsfrom  themcasage,lUIO;  wkilin 


ID  of  GOF< 


what  Is 


ibedoH 


hardly  rccondlahlo  with  the  gpnloe  of  a  repnafiEsdfS 
government.  081 ;  contemplation  of  the  Conrcntlia  1^ 

discnssed  than  the  bank,  012;  If  there  be  an  eleclioeen- 
Ing  motlTC  In  the  rnatter,  whohaTebeenactgiUdhi  IIT 
OH;  preeedgntt,OS«;  the  power  to  cstshliib  *  tvt, 
how  dodnced,  083;  apeeeh  of  Ui.  day  In  181(.  IK; 
thelnterectof  fbrelgnenln  thJ8b«ik,e34;  llalaJulMa 
operation  npon  the  InterBaU  of  ffoettn  peopl^3M;  a 
great  mistake,  SIS;  how  were  remlUanoea  made  haAn 
the  eiUlencs  of  tbs  bank  f  880;  pnOecl  of  the  EiMi- 
UTe.ES3;  rlghtafthiPreildtnttD  come toelthar Bene 
and  aeraUnlie  the  motlyea  of  membera  prolseted  iplwt 
B8<;  somapaita  of  thla  meaaags  oaghclo  excite df^ 


.yGoogle 


(luTn,ESt;  ItprewDttttTlUDgliiiUiieuef  dStcnpuof, 

m. 

InqulrY  into  M>  eoHdud  ^— Id  tha  Hmua,  ■  nwla- 
Uon  mOTCd  Rit  •  «ammllte*  of  Iih|ii]i7,  (M;  If  thstuk 
dionU  proTB  Lt»tf  ft  b*EU]St  to  tba  nutlaD,  nan<  would 
b*  d<<poMd  to  pot  It  doi*n.  nS  1  tkcti  pnientcd  u  ■ 
■ort  of  Eadtetniflnt,  flOfi;  lut  bf  abnM^irorthf  of  lijqaliy 
Into,  WO;  petWou  Dir  rechuter,  Mt;  the  ohu^u  oonld 


Tha  lint  claigi  of  tHuIng  htbii  mUllaiu  of  brueh 
bank  ordfn  i>  a  enrraDCf  usmlncd,  tK;  tha  cbarp 
of  unrj,  MT;  third,  ietitag  in  daiaaitle  Ulli  of  ei- 
eluDga  juid  dlB^lsad  looiu,  AOT ;  fonrtb,  noa-UHr  af  tli« 
chwtcr,  «W;  IUth,bDndIogathoaHitoniit,>l)a:  ilith, 
not  harlKf  a  due  proportion  of  ooln,  008;  auTenthi 
IDnipifri  TaUng  fbrdlr«(on,ll08;  other  ehugei,WI; 
BndDe  ucDHiDlatlaii  of  proilee  Is  the  basdi  of  a  bv, 
t08;  ipcdflcatloB.tOI:  mbsidlei  and  lout  dlrectlf  ai 
IndlrCEll;,  to  prlDten,  Milton,  Ac.,<II<l;  distinction  In 
•eUlnjibina  of  Bnliuiga,(IIO;  nKd  nndn*  and  Improper 
pnctlces  to  Induce  local  banka  to  p«tltloii  Congreas, 
ni;  niftde  eTcmlTO  lainu,  Oil;  agvnda  nndcr  tho 
dlrvctlon  and  management  of  one  penon  onlf,  Hit; 
tfMae  anthoritj       " 


mi;< 


H  of  wlidom  retatlra 


I,  (IS. 


ba  rMolotlon  T  ill;  objection  to  allowlngtho 
Iminrry.Cl^;  hLstorjof  Cia  practlea  of  iBenlpghlUa  ctf 
aichan^  br  tha  bnncliea  on  the  mother  back,  SU; 
tlieaa  blllt  on  tba  nme  footing  u  bnnch  notes,  dll; 
lallditTdf  ttaeeenot«ahBBbecna4Jadleated,aiS;  charge 
of  a  Tiolatlon  of  tha  charter  folly  madt 


j.nt; 


■honld  not  be  grantAd  withon 


Hid  then 
^tednalal 


«ia;  vh 


I  IniHtlgatlon 
IT,  «»;- 


raebartaHng  which  thta  Invaedgatloti  may  occasion, 
S90 ;  tDrther  remarki.  810 ;  the  ehargo  of  lianlDg  orders 
M  enireney,  HI ;  not  within  the  dcaign  of  thoae  who 
cbarteted  the  Inetttutlon,  (SI ;  nrarj'on  broken  bank 
Dolea  In  Ohio  and  Kentnckr,  Kl;  dlffereaea  between 
TD«mh«rs  of  Congreaa  and  dtliena  generally  In  making 
lo«D^(^^;  loana  lo  edlton,  (21)  enllrelj  proper  the 
loveatl^tlon  ahoDld  take  pln»,flsa;  mch  an  IpqdItj 
■faonld  precede  everj  renewal,  0S3;  aajmoUre  fit  to  bo 
acted  npon  li  fllto  ba  (Tawed,  ttt;  oplnlont  of  the 
FrealilenI  on  the  inbject  of  reeharter,  «U;  amendment 
oAred,  KB ;  the  cnninlttea  which  wlU  be  leleeled,  SOT ; 
Ittrtbar  debate.  OtT,  UK;  propoelUoD  to  appoint  the 
oommlllHof  Inqnlrybr  ballot.  (U;  motion  loat,  Cia ; 


HWllI  R 


Inquire.  *»:  i 

imprcpnlT'  m 
tarrtt  of  the  1 


tODltlej  to 


whf  ahonld  we  act  al  thia  aeaalo 
loa  If  the  charter  le  nnawi 
o  tha  Btoekholden  lo  the  I 


OS;   tliua  of 
«8S:  cnfalr  ad< 

apparent  pledge  of  renewing  Ita  charter,  634;  propoaed 
modiaatlona  of  the  obarter,  834;  danhtmi  If  the  prlil- 
l«g«  of  dealing  In  foreign  eiehsnge  ihonld  be  eontlnilod, 
(W;  two  mudlflcallona  of  the  ehtrtfr  which  ihonld  be 
made.  (AS ;  Important  rea»n  tar  the  poatponement  of  the 
•abject,  68(;  preTlau  qnwtlini  mored,  SSI;  doubtful 


EX. 769 

if  tba  motion  win  cnt  off  dehat«,t8T;  eoU of  tbe fiooM, 

talned,>83;  amendment  mated.  (S8 ;  carried,  08;  re- 
port from  the  oommlttee  of  InqnlTj,  (Al ;  report  tnm 
mlDorltf  of  the  commlttaa  of  InreatlgatloB.  Ml. 

<lBegtloii  on  giting  the  Btntea  power  lo  tax  the  eapllal 
employed  therein,  T4a;  nothing  more  nnjnfltornnequl 
than  thIa  exemption.  T4(;  erarr  itwkholdei  eu  bo 
reached  nnder  the  eilaClBg  Uw.TMi  IneitrlMble  dIB. 
cnlHee  In  carTTlngthepropoaltlDDlqta  (lhct,T4(;  thoaa 
Btalea  where  the  lujeat capital  waa.  reoelvad  the  gmt«ft 
benefit  and  wonld  tax  the  he«vl«t,  148 ;  dietilbnta  tba 
capital  and  dluonnta  proportlonahly,  T4d;  State* ahonld 
hare  the  power  to  tu  tUa  Block,  the  lame  aa  Ibaf  taxed 
their  own  bank  itoek,  Ttl ;  hank  tiiee  In  Hew  TdHe, 
T4T :  right  of  a  Stale  to  tu  Tested  OoTammaat  tDnda> 
T4T ;  In  aome  Statea  tha  buikt  an  net  liable  to  taxaUoa 
at  all,  T4T ;  State  banki  ihonld  be  taxed  by  OongraM  fm 
the  benefit  of  the  Treunry,  T48;  State  leglilatnrM 
ehogld  be  eicloded  from  baring  any  Influence  on  thti 
InaHtntlon,  T48 ;  the  power  to  tu,  IT  conhrred  on  llie 
Btatea,  waa  a  power  to  de>trt>y,  T4ft;  Uila  power  li 
already  In  (he  Btalea  or  It  la  not,  TW ;  Itartber  debate, 
1M ;  ameodmentg  propoaed  and  dlaenaed,  TM,  TH ;  bm 
ordered  tu  a  third  reading,  TU.  iSM  InatK,  TOla  1, 8,  < 
ll,(,T,». 

Santo/  rnfladiRaeM.— Memorial  Avn  the  Preddent  ud 
Dlr«:Ionioi;i»1;  itaolntlona  reUtlTB  to,  UB. 

Bant  Jfola  in  Paymua  t/  l>iattt,—Sf»  Jnim,  ToL  T. 

JKmie  rf  I>rpgalL—&»  Indm,  toL  T. 

Buna,  JoBX,  KepreeeBtatlTB  from  FannaylTUiIa,  U8. 

"     "  "     Indtir,  Tola.  8, »,  T. 

un.  KoTn,  RepnsentatlTe  1 
Sn  Jndta,  TolB.  1.  &.  >,  ID. 
tKm,jDnii  S.,  KepreaanbitlTe  ft«m  Virginia,  BSSj  on 
the  Alexandria  canal,  SV8 ;  on  the  Virginia  military 
chami,TOB;  on  VlrglnU  clalma.  TM :  on  recharterlni 
the  bank,  T4R.    Sea  Indtm,  tdL  10. 

topogri^bleil  BnrTeyl,  S.     Sh  Itidaa, 


S,t,t,B,t,ll 


It  W.,  KapreaentatlTe  ftom  Bonth  Car»- 
a  OrUmu—Stt  mdan,  ToL  >. 


6S«;I 


Haw  York,  Dl 


Tola  0, ».  W. 

Babstow,  Otoiow  R,  Bepretanti 
on  VlrglnU  military  clalma,  T0& 

Bins,  EnwaBD,  wItnMB  on  tba  trial  of  Jndga  Pack,  IST. 

Bits,  Ibiu  Q,  on  penilona.  H ;  relaUT*  to  Jndge  Peek.  SI; 
on  the  cnttnra  of  allk.  n ;  KapresenUtlTO  from  Hai^ 
ehnneCts,  D8» ;  on  the  oonTentlan  with  Fiuoe,  109. 

Birn.  Jams,  EepreaentatlTa  from  Ualna,  BS& 

SaUw  at  ITttB  Orltant—Slt  AKfeit^  toL  t;  do.  at  Bk 
Louia,  $t*  fndtea,  toL  i. 

BxAXDiLXT,  Buiuit,  BcpmentatlTe  from  Hew  York,  BS8; 
on  the  condDct  of  the  bank,  (II ;  Oo  aireatlng  Hontton, 
8U ;  en  the  eaae  of  Bamnel  HonatoD,  (T&  ^ 

SeauaofeiaU,  Claim  ^^Sh  Aular,  Tola.  >,  B.  d,  T,  (. 

Stlgimm,  Illation  to.— In  the  Senate,  a  motion  to  ttilke  oat 
the  ontllt,  444 ;  a  propealtlon  to  creote  a  mlaalon  to  a 
new  power,  444;  dlUhrent  dtnatlon  from  that  to  Gnate- 
Bula,4«9;  lathi)  ■  csae  that oomea within  the  epher* 
of  the  pledge  for  retrendimentf  4411;  Inbrmadoli 
reeelred  tbsl  wonld  prore  the  neeaaally  of  Ihla  mlialoa, 
44S ;  the  minuter  thoold  he  lent  nnleaa  good  reatona  to 
the  contrary  wen  glren,  44E;  Inexpedient  mode  of 
bringing  the  mlselon  belbre  lb*  Senate,  MS;  gnntlng 
the  approprtallDB  creaUi  the  ofllc*.  444 
nx.  Join,  on  lemoral  ol  Iba  IndUna,  Tt ;  B^masntatlT* 
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ftom  Taamaee,  088;  on  *  UinliteT  to  Oolambls,  6«S; 
on  the  qg^iloBt  of  Ilia  buk.  (RS ;  on  T*eb(rt«i1ng  the 
liuk,t4T.    Ae  Acfen,  Tolt. »,  la 

Bill,  fUinm,  BenMor  trom  New  Himpaldie,  HT.  iSm  Jr- 
dea^  T0l>.  T,  e,  9,  IOl 

BnTDir,  Taoiuji  H^  on  lenewel  of  the  chuUr  of  tho  but, 
U8 ;  on  tba  eilt  iatj,  IS) ;  on  the  pact^ffiee  Innadgi- 
tlon,  lU ;  OB  the  powen  of  Oongnn  U  ooUcct  dntlei 
ADd  rognUte  oommerea,  S8S;  Bnutor  from  UtHOnil, 
M7;  on  tlie  dntjr  im  lodlu  blukeU,  SH;  on  poblla 
upendltoK^  Ml ;  od  thn  onmncr  of  the  United  Btita 
Buk,  SU ;  oD  tba  bnnch  buk  oDirgBo;,  Wl ;  on  tho 
ndacUon  at  dntlw,  i1>-4S>  i  an  the  minion  to  Onata- 
¥«■!■  AAA ;  oadiitrlbationofpTOeaodaof  luidiaiea,M0; 
on  reebutar  of  the  XTaltad  Btitaa  Buk,  Ut  i  oa  probl- 
bltlon  of  notaa  lea  tbim  twenty  dollan,  4T0 ;  on  amand- 
Bianta  to  tha  buk  charter,  m :  ob  reforaBM  of  the 
K...II  bUI  to  the  BeeraUi;  oTttaa  Treaurf,  tfS;  on  dl>- 
tribotloii  of  praoMd)  of  land  aalei,  KKL 

-    -  ■■  i  from  Hew  York.  Ml 


Bam,  Qnoaai  IL,  Senttoi  (Rim  Eaatnok^,  MT ;  on  tha 

ndootlon  of  dnUat,  4»;  on  rarolDtiaiiarr  P«baloiu, 

MO;  on  tbemlHion  to  Ooateiiuilit,  444 ;  on  reehartar  of 

Ita*  Unltad  Htalai  Buk,  4tB;  on  aOMidaeBti  to  tba 

buk  charter,  4B1.    Sh  JiKfM^  toL  10. 
aa  ia  rtdwt  ami  arwiMaa  DtOtf  mlmparU,  5T8. 
mil,  Mm\e)i.—Se*  Indac,  to].  1. 
autep  -Rofit— In  tha  Honae,  ■  bin  to  Tamil  tha  dnHai  on 

oartain  aitldta,  eotialdDied,  UO;  object  of  tb*blU,a<); 

it  propoaaa  lo  promote  no  ntUonal  Intereat,  M> ;  hlitorj 

of  tha  bill,  089 ;  bittor/  of  tha  bLihop,  ASfl ;  gonenl  prln- 

dple  «U«h  goTamed  tbe  DommlttM  In  r^iartlng  the 

bUl,Ha;bU]paBed,HIL 
BLin,  JuiB,  on  wood  fix  the  poor  of  Qforietown, 

BepreaentUlTe  from  Boatb  Carolina,  BS8:   on  Bontb 

ClioUna  claims,  H8 ;  on  the  elalm  of  Va.  Dacmtnr.  DM ; 

ontheDondiictoftbebuk,aW.    Stt  Itidia,  n'i.'iA. 
Bi,ui,  JoHK,  on  tba  BoflUo  ud  Kav  Orleou  ntA,  43; 

BopreaentatlTebvmTemieMcDga.    Am />kI«e,  Tola.  T, 

8,9,10. 
BamiiBaaaU,  Hiatt  tkty  bt  aotmtta t—Stt  Indtm,  toL  4, 
.BIM  U0A<K  u  .SfffiiaJe  <a  He  Auaty.—^H  fiHfsB,  ToL  B. 
Boox,  BlTUT¥,  BaptaentattTe  from  Indians,  £80.    £m  A- 

<I«i^  ToL  ID. 
BOVOE,  Joaira,  Beprssentstin  bsv  Kew  YoA,  BS8. 
Bovuini,  Tboius  F.,  on  tho  Bofldo  and  Her  Orlesai  load. 

IBj  RepresaDtaClTa  from  TbslBl'i  2^1  on  the  doceaaa 

of  Chatiea  0.  Jobnston.  74D. 
Snntyjitr  FUMtig  Vtttl4.—8tt  /lulaa,  tdL  1^  DuUti,  ite. 
Bonn,  Tdous,  evlduee  OD  tha  niai  of  salt,  lO. 
BuDUT,  Anunui,  mamorlal  oi;  SM. 
Bu>Cfl,  Jon,  EapraaentatiTe  from  North  Carolina,  D8S ;  on 

thaS.C.mamailtl,sn,M4.    See /fideic,  TOls.  T,  ^  9,  ID. 
BtmU,  4/IXn  <cak.—fSt4  Jndtm.  toL  10. 
Snaei  ^  ASoOs^a.— Ma  IndtB,  Tola.  1, 4. 
^riatwaltr  on  n«  JD4lauart.—Su  ^tOta,  toL  & 
''snttlJtatit.SH  IndtB,  toL  9. 
A«<ry.— &«  /«f«s,  vol  & 
Buooa,  Oionen  K.,  BepraiantatlTa  fMra  HsMaohnsetta, 

S88 ;  on  the  appottlonmant  bill,  SSI 
SrlUAAgar—faiu  ott  amm*fv.~Bu  India,  toL  S. 
BiiMACBloaialTniat,mmit^iai,VA.    Sit lkdiK,-ni.9. 
BHtiA  IMHa»u.—lit  Inin,  toL  i. 
BrUUk  MbUtUr,  ConOtit  nf-Su  Indtu,  TOl  1 
BHtUt  aaijteU,  mamorial  of.  U9. 
BrlUA  ITMt  Iiidia  rnidt.—Sit  Xndta,  jijL  8. 
Bl0i*BnAJ>,  JOHir,  BapraaenlatlTa  from  Nair  Qsmpahlre, 

wa.    SfJndn,  TolVI. 


Bio*it,  B.,  OS  tha  TnrUsh  eoDimlMlon,  30 ;  Bonata  tan 
Scrth  CamllBa,  S4T ;  on  radnctton  of  datlea,  BU. 

BEDiiuf,  Jam  C,  BcpnautatiTe  from  Fauq-lnnU,  fita. 

BuonAVfcK,  Jaus,  on  tha  memorial  ct  Julga  Pack,  19; 
relatlTa  to  Jndge  Peck,  M-SI ;  on  tha  ImpuAtunt  of 
Jndge  Peck,  Uf  npporta  the  Impaaehmant  of  Jodge 
Pack,  142;  onUtudIn|thBtrlal(tf  JndsBPaek,!74;  « 
the  JndleUiT bill, SOD;  onprlntlns  tha  Jadldat]- report 
SIT;  onlBt(riTUtdebtor(,88IL,   Aaisdoi^TolBi  7,8,1^111. 

BiroKnB,ALixuiDii.  Senator  Inim)IIssonil,MT;  onBar- 
olntloasiy  pension^  441 ;  oi 


S%ftblo  and  S'eiB  OrUani  Boad^-Ia  tlie  Hona^  a  1 


lElhed  bj  aeTenl  acta,  8 ;  dedgnto  enlW  aecUoBsl  ballsy 
of  Pannsjlnola,  8 ;  poaltlan  of  Fennej-lTauia  Is  nlaUon 
to  the  Esnenl  goTtnmunt,  8 ;  canae  of  tba  imnClnwil 
Inareaao  of  the  friends  of  Internal  improTeinant,  T ;  the 
sound  dootrioa  of  the  old  Tlritnla  sebool,  I;  vl>- 
domof  the  protoetlTO  tsilIC  T;  tha  UHdT  Ur.  Uadl- 
SOD  prssantad  in  1798, 8 ;  It  prorldas  Spr  SBrrejinf  tbe 
ronta  of  a  road  Awn  one  aKtnra*  of  tli»  tbna  Utlon  la 
tbaotliar,8;  this  axEenilTe  pmjaot  Introdncad ahortij 
after  the  adopHon  of  tba  ConstltnUon,  8;  It  la  a^  O^ 
this  bUl  ooBtaJuaneirprlnclpla,*;  eompanica  eauet 
eTeanto  great  aatlonmi  works,  8;  opinion  of  Vooros,!; 
the  nneqosi  dUtribntloo  of  tba  raTonna  oecuiQibad  bj 
the  Bjatam  of  IntcmU  Improremeot^  ID  \  this  zoad  a 
part  of  tho  great  BTBlem  ol  Internal  ImptoTOOMat),  It; 
reallae  their  adTantagea  dnrtng  war,  ID ;  axpanaa  of  tba 
CnnlMTlald  toad,  II;  a  claim  of  Jula^ctlan  bf  tka 
United  Statu  OTcr  tbe  roada  the;  maka,  1] ;  1i  1 1  i(l  III 

What  waa  nnooostltBtlonal  wbu  New  York  wtfBli 
tar  aid,  has,  hj  a  ebange  of  time  and  men,  baooeoa  en- 
sUtntloBsl  now,  18 ;  attempt  of  tba  goremiBut  ta  eeo- 
pcl  the  canal  boat)  of  How  York  to  ptj  trault  dalT, 
U ;  definition  of  the  word  establleb,  IS ;  when  did  State 
deoislong  or  Btate  rights  anceced  In  oppoailiDn  to  the 

elsa  of  Ibis  ligfat  la  unjost  and  uneqaal  In  Ita  i^eratkn, 
14 ;  the  nlllllT  of  ibli  gigantic  projeot,  14 ;  it  Is  said  la 
ba  a  part  of  Iho  Amarlcsa  sj-steiB,  IS ;  two  sitiiallaBs  In 
whioh  goTomments,  like  Indlrldvala,  az 


TbiA  system  of  legislation  Is  ome),  oi^ns^  as 
alTB,lfi;  Itlssald  UistOongi 
settled  ths  eonttltntional  power  of  tha  goTemment  ll 
reUtlon  to  Internal  Improrementa,  18 ;  tbe  Utle  of  tha 
bill  is  wrong,  14 ;  It  Is  not  a  road  which  tha  Intend  rf 
tho  oonntrj  calls  for,  18;  this  sppiopriatlon  of  IftMS 
hnndred  doUais  U  but  the  beginning  of  the  axpendltue 
IT ;  the  operation  of  this  sohema,  18. 

Anilel)'  with  wblcta  the  proceedings  of  this  Coagma 
are  regarded,  18 ;  the  Sonthem  oonntr?  r^ardi  lOelTia 
Bnequallj  laied,  IB;  absll  the  eutira  parmaat  of  lbs 
pobUodebtglTens  norellefl  19;  If  this  bill  |hhs,  H 
shows  the  porpoae  of  the  QoTemmont  to  ke^  up  tha 
present  gitndlni  oppnsslon  of  the  Bonth,  19;  Ike  Ssalh 
is  oenTinoed  that  ita  oppreaslon  arlaea  from  tba  eserdss 
<a  nnlawfOl  power,  19. 

Bnr]iTlsIng  to  sea  gentleman  deafing  tbe  o 


eadene^ ' 


n  aril  or 


great  and  sfdendid  OoreraiuaDt,  90;  towhatanwslt 
atttltmts  the  Indomitable  spltlt  of  England  t  U ;  M- 
Ings  of  ths  people  on  the  pmpDSeil  mote^aB;  thdr 
meellna^  88;   tbe  phndptet  ud  details  if  ths  bin 
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ot4MtlaBd>U,«»;  ooutlnanta  JulDSi  of  UteiunuBsd 
orargToim  uad  iDcnulng  powAn  of  thli  QoTeniniaat, 
■■ ;  this  bill  Et  tha  matt  dulag  ttUmpt  upon  BUtg 
JnriidlflaoD  uid  ftDthorltj'  that  wat  unr  bofon  Con- 
fno,  «;  tha  puaago  of  Ihla  bill  Is  unnectasurf,  41; 
uudadDwnt  mOTsd,  0;  orf[uilittlDn  el  the  Conunlttaa 
<3f  latanul  Impioramotitai  43;  tlw  location  of  tha 
load  chuTged  M  ■  ooiuliIiiAtlaii  of  the  Conunlttae,  IS; 
•xplanation,  U;  othor  UDandaaanti  morad,  4S;  bill 
iq]aotad,48.    &a /ndai^  toL  10. 

Buu.A>i>,  H.  At  RapraadiitatlTd  from  TndlanA,  ABft. 

BlW)»  Okouk,  BapnKDtatlTa  from  FeniuylTuzli,  QB6 ;  on 
nchirtaring  tha  bank,  IBL 

Bnon*,  TiiiTuii,  on  Iha  Tniklih  mladim,  SW;  Bepn- 
HDtatlTa  from  Muaiobuatti,  MS;  on  tha  Booth  Cuv- 
liD*  manwiliJ,H8i  OB  tha  Sonth  Cuollni oUlmt, E41. 
3h  Adss,  TolL  8, «,  m 

Buvnr,  JiooB,  on  th»  utlaiial  t04d  In  Ohio,  SSt-EU.  St» 
Adam,  ToL  lOL 

Atnitnff  qf  tb  Ubrary  nf  Qfngrut.-rSt*  /ndao^  roL  S.  ■ 

BcvTDfl,  Got.  Y.  V,  wmmmilcUlan  on  alnm  nit,  in. 


CiBOoir,  Wmi 


ToLKL 


tatlnfromTenaont,68&    Bet 


Ington^in 


,  lattw  nliUTa  to  tli«  retoonl  of  Wuh- 
i>,Ufc    ^at  Aulaav  TolL  4,  S^  <.  1. 8, 10. 

ClMBULBie,  CaDacniLL  0^  on  tha  pa/  of  raambon,  4;  on 
tha  enltnra  of  sUk,  ti;  on  raftraniw  of  PretldanCi  mea- 
Hge,STa:  [aportaoo  tnda  with  the  Dulah  l>Undi,S4S; 
BapnaantallTe  from  Nev  York,  DSS;  on  mlslmiui  dn- 
t]as,HoroathaTailirblll.ItL    5M/nil«i,Y0l>.  8,9,10. 

Oaiuidtatt  RtfiMItf-Stt  India,  iota,  t,  &, 

Omua  aratMtd  Mtach  SluKiit.—Sn  Indaa,  toL  9. 

Canal  in  IU4neit^Stt  Indta,  toL  9.  , 

OaraciKu,  BtUtf  n/.—SM  Jndta,  toL  4. 

Cjiu,  JoBH,  BcpraHDtatlTa  from  Indiana,  OS). 

Cau,  Otutoh,  chooan  doorksepai  of  the  BoDM,  5(0. 

O^a,  yf.  C,  withcM  on  tha  tdil  of  Jud«a  Peck,  IBt. 

Caisoii,  SumL  P.,  on  tha  aipanaea  of  Impeaehmant,  SM ; 
on  tha  Tnrklah  migaliiii,  B41 ;  BupreianUtlTe  from  North 
Carolina,  MB;  on  ndnlmiua  datiM,  HO  J  on  Iha  Soath 
CaroUna  mamorial,  &6ft ;  on  Eha  oUlm  of  Mra.  Decatur, 
ege.    «c* /nJ«^  Tola.  8,  >,  lO. 

(^»R)M,  ameritil»iuii.—Su  ladta,  vol  6,  and  IndtB,  toL 
T,  AmtnatJUnli  la  LU  CtrnMUMai, 

Cbtww,  JVU—UaaHfa  to  tha  Haiue,S88;  object  of  tha 
bill  to  proTlda  foi  hlliuei,  ES4;  bill  orderad 
TaadlDftSM 

Cnxvana,  E.  P.,  on  tha  pnnlihmant  of  duelling.  198, 115; 
Senator  from  Mainland,  S4I ;  on  the  ColoaliatJoll  Bo- 
datT.48S;  0DlheeipeiiHaofthaaoTBmjDeDt,449.  Sf 
Indta,  fola.  S,  9,  ID. 

CoanDLia,  Tdoku,  Sapr«tanlatlTe  finm 


Chiplalii,  JBmMou  lit  IT4. 

OMrgU  da  AJbiru,  appotalmtni  q/iStt  lodta,  ti 

CMirUabU  Oit)ectt.—3i»  Ittdta,  toL  1. 

Cuxuaa,  EDvau>,  irltiiov  oa  tha  trial  of  Jndga  Feck,  1S4. 

faosa.  Judge,  qffMai  oonduct  and  trial  tf.Se*  ladac, 

ToLa 
(^utapeate,  frigate,  attaet  en.— Set  Indtu,  toL  & 
Ckeiapeaie  and  Dila^ntrt  OanaL—3tt  India,  tcL  lH 
iJSteapiate  and  OMo  Canal.— See  Indta,  Tola.  8,  9, 10. 
OMiiroH,  Tbohu,  on  tha  aalt  dotj,  n  i  on  the  aoltora  i 

■Ilk,  93 ;  on  lol^ranoe  of  tha  Pranident'a  mMWge,  i^ 

gnmUugaof  mamben,189;  on  dnlj  on  gait,  »1I.    S 

Indea,  toL  10. 
OMDtK,  Joiira  T.,  BaprataatatlTO  ttom  Virginia,  BS9. 


m,  Bvnn,  BaprotantatlTa  from 


Otoctatt  lAUdi,  XtumatintKtt  »n.—Set  Indtx,  ToL  9l 

Ouiltra,  AtlaOt^la  tha  Hoow,  a  rsaolntlon,  relattra  M 
taking  itcpt  to  eheak  tha  progran  of  tha  Dholara,&o., 
oonalderad,  T40 ;  nnaonatitatlonal,  naaleaa,  T41, 

CtunoiKu,  NiTKjunu.  B.,  BapTatantaUTS  from  Tliglula, 
"      "     ftdaiB,  ToL  10. 

t3aii».^ir*ne<u.— iDthaBanatc,  as  iqipraprlatloii  for  ^nti 
at  Parle  and  Landou  amaiderad,  447;  origin  of  tho 
(geniilaa,  44T 1  apffolatmanta  nnanthoiiaad,  441;  fnrther 
remarka,44T. 

Ci,aixi,HaTTiiiirST.Ci.u>,«hoaaselark,Btl).  SttSidM 
ToLlO. 

.T,  CLUmtl  C.,on  the  memorial  of  Jndga  Fook,  14.40 1 
on  relief  to  land  porehaaerB,  890 ;  BapreiantatlTe  from 
Alabama,  689.    ^ee  Adai^  toL  10. 

Clat,  Hmi.  Senatar  from  Kontnckj,  84T ;  on  tha  radDS- 
tlon  of  dotlea,  Mi ;  on  ramoral  of  Waihlngloui  ramalna, 
895;  on  the  reduction  of  datlae,  4U:  on  nndalmed 
dlTldenda,  485;  on  tha  apportlonmant  blll^  488 ;  oB  tha 
~  ~  Soclet;,  487,  4BS ;  on  Iha  ml^on  to  Onat*- 

on  the  mlaalon  to  Balglaia,  444,  445;  on 
W,MT;  on  leferrtng  tha  dlatrtbntlon  blD, 
rlbaUoo  of  procaedt  of  land  nla^  499 ;  on 
with  Spain,  498;  on  a  ttatna  of 
VMhlBgtoD,4»T;  on  prirllegta  of  Banats  offlcna,  49T ; 
on  a  day  of  hamlllaUon,  498 ;  on  dlatrlbutlon  of  pro- 
seatla  of  land  aaleaifiog;  on  tha  bankTeto,  S9L  Si* 
Indue,  Tola.  B,  4, 8,  8,  T,  8. 

CLanoi,  JoBH  iL,  on  tha  post-otBca  inTcatlgaUon,  181 ;  on 
the  poat-offloe  department,  £85;  &anaU>r  from  Palawara^ 
841;  on  thsap[iortlonmentblll,411;  on  amandmantato 
the  bank  ahartar,  483;  on  tha  hank  reto,  Mf.  .$MA- 
itaa^ToLlO. 

CuTTOR,  Tnoiua,  on  tha  candnet  of  Uu  bank,  506 ;  on  dla- 
ilant  at  tha  Bonth,  ;M;  OD  rachartaring  tha  bask,  m. 

curt!  ^  lAt  nonte.~-St*  IndtB,  loL  10. 

Coatt  Surviy, — In  the  Qooae^  a  bill  ralatlTe  to,  oonaldore^ 
TOO ;  Khea  fliel  eontemplatad,  TOO ;  tiro  methoda  reeom- 

shaapeat,  TDO ;  tUtr  Teat*  raqulrad  to  oomplata  It  bj  trl- 
angDlatlon,TDa;  iK«a.Tai.    5h  Auia^  Tola.  8,  9. 

OOd  ruhtriit—Bit  Indn,  Tola.  1. 1,  and  India,  toL  b.  Da. 
tiet  on  Importt, 

Cbliu,  J'ortlan,— la  the  Housa,  a  report  and  bill  nlaUra  te, 
gaiL    Sm  /iuf«DVTola.  S,  T. 

Cose,  BiooanD,  Jr.,  SapreaantatlTa  fhnn  Virginia,  D88;  on 
the  ooloDiiatlon  of  fr»  blacki,  M5;  on  ramoral  of 
Waahinglon'a  ramalna,  K4;  on  tha  allk  enltore,  191. 
3t4  Indta,  toL  10. 

OoHecttan  DiitrteU,  WiMim.—See  IndtB,  tdL  B. 

CoLUia,  Joan  A.,  BepreoenUIlTa  from  New  York,  588^ 

tWoBibla,  MittUUf  (0.— Id  tha  Hodm,  the  Hiarj  ot  oon- 
Blder«d,609;  arowad  objaetof  the  GoTemmant  todl^ 
eontlnne  tha  ai^olntmant  of  a  mlnlatar,  503 ;  tho  GoT- 
ammcDt  dloolred,  508;  the  eua  aikad  Ibrabonld  b« 
appropriatod,  808 ;  the  ODremnient  hta  no  ailatanw, 

CUoolMMm  Saettti/.— la  the  Benate,  memorlala  ralaUn 
to,  487 ;  porara  of  tha  Qoneral  60TanuaaBt,48I;  aTov- 
ala  of  tha  adTDcatat  of  thaicheme,  481;  qneatloDof  tb* 
power  to  niaka  an  approptlaUen,  4BT;  ramarka,  438; 
mamorlal  laid  on  tha  table.  489.    See  Indea,  nl.  9. 

Odluialiia  IHter.—S4e  Indea,  Tola.  T,  9,  la 

OommtHt  1^  ULt  OnltedSlatf^-Stt  Indea,  jtlt.  1,8. 

OaumtretifOit  W%t^-BttIndn,-t<A.\t>. 

OmiptntBUan  ^  Ktinbtrt.—Stt  Indta,  lOt.  6  and  U^ 
Fa/y  cf  Mtteben. 

OamptneaOonii/  PrtMtHtand  Tlet  Pnttdtntt^Stt  A- 
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CosDicT.  LiviB,  Bgpreustitlrs  from  Hbw  JantTi  HB. 

Sm  Indta,  TolB.  *,  B,  T,  8, »,  Id 
Coimicr,  Biui,  BapKMDUtlT*  nram  N«i>  Jtntj,  GtS. 
Coimu,  Hum  W.,  K*iiTM«iiUtlT«  treoi  MorUi  CuoUu, 

eas.    A<  Atiac.  ToL  10. 
Oanternpt,  Jadteiai^-ln  tha  BonM,  ■  ratolutlaii  lelttiTa  to 

tlie  erpediaidj'  of  dfifinlDg  all  oJTaneu  wUch  ma;  l» 

pnniahed  u  coDUmpD  Is  the  Halted  auUa  ConiU, 

MT 1  ruolaUoa  ignad  to,  808. 
^(>n(«<«j  .fbcMon.— ;S» />ul•^  TOl&  1,  S,  T. 


to!.!. 


Ommt  Sv'ltni.—Sn  lad^  «L  1. 

Coon,  BiTB.  BepiBHDtUlTe  from  Haw  Yotk,  ESS. 

Cooii,  SLKJTBma.  B^nsesaUTa  Itom  Ohio,  088. 

Caopn,  BronuD  M.,  SeprMentitlie  from  Nav  Jmttj,  SSB. 

'      8m  /lulaB,  ToL  1& 

Cbniddi,  ifn)ue<i«t  m,— 8m  /lulaiB,  toI  T. 

Coiim,  TooHU,  KapnasnUtlTa  IMm  Ohio,  EiS>. 

tbate  0/ 5^  Ay  .PoMn^ML— Sm /ndM^  foL  T. 

COTHiu,  Osaun  Q.,  •ildanca  on  tba  nw*  0/  ulc,  I8L 

CoDLm,  BunuBD,  on  BBDd*;>iiaUa,  £1Si  BepntantatlTa 

from  PaBiuylTula,  (88 :  on  unatlng  Honatai,  CU.    5h 

/iKiaig,  ToU.  >,  10. 
Cuio,  BoBm,  BapraaanUtlTa  ftom  TlrglnU,  B8S;   on 

aabaBriblicArttaaBagbtaror  I>gt»ite*,T8&    Balitdta, 

TOLm 
Caiv^  JoaEra  H„  BepiaaaatitlTt  rrom  OUo,  SB8 ;  on  tha 

iu«  ot  Samual  HdoMob,  818.    Bm  Arfw,  tdI.  IOl 
Ck^vtokd,  Thdhai  B.,  RepiaHnUllva  (Him  PanurlTaala, 

US)  en  tha  ippolntmant  bill,  MS;  db  poat-oStog  nm- 

tnsta,«a    et*IiidtB,iolV>. 
Crttk  Itidian  lTteUBUm.—Ste  Indn,  ToL  B. 
CacianoK,  VajjAM,  Jr.,  BapraMntatlTa  from  ObK  f8& 

SM  A-1«B,  ToL  I,  Id 
OfmM  offoliut  tta  OMMd  £laM<.—A<  Attain  ToL  8,  Anal 

LamqfOt  UlOUdBtattt. 
DtAa,  gm<irnMta/rv«.— &a  AkIm^  tdL  1. 
AAo,  «a  f«p<>r<<MM  to  A«  (Mtail  BtaUt^-ae»  Iitdjm, 

TSL>,  AliuawlHatlM. 
{!H«&arIaiidMsflv- AH/iuf*^  ToL  & 
CWiiaHmui  SoiHt,  te  (Mte.—In  tho  BenUo,  ■  blU  daoIirlDE 

taaMtantof  Oougnaatouiutof  Ohlo.SSV;  inaetRn 

tho  pnaen*tlgn  of  tha  toad,  23B ;  prarldai  for  tha  col- 

lacUon  af  a  dwdanU  toU  for  npaln,  988 ;  lU  proTlaUiiii 


Tole  for  I 


I  Ulld< 


flommlt  V*  to  an;  poiat  on  tba  qaastkni  of  Jatamal  1m- 
proTcmaBt,  UO;  tho  bill  stopa  ahon  In  tha  oaMlon  of  tha 
nad  to  Ohio.  MOj  two  objMtloDa  to  tha  bill  ai  tt  nav 
BtandSi  Ml ;  Ood^tqbs  does  not  poasua  tha  powar  pro- 
poied  ta  ba  gtren  lo  Ohio,  Ml ;  JarUdlctlao  to  ba  glrga 
to  Joatloea  ot  peaca  In  Ohio,  Ulj  whatan  the  pitj- 
Tlilanaor  th>bUL,Ul;  va  transbrtaOUoipowertodn 
that  which  aha  cDDld  not  do  htnalC  Mlininboiot^entloni 
to  tha  bill,  i4t!  ordeced  lothM  reading,  U3;  paaaod, 
£58.    Sm  Znifaa^  Tola,  a,  1,  0,  >,  10^  ud  A<IeB,  Tola.  1.  B, 


rfi<Ut,l« 


Cmm,  Gtdioi  W.  P.,  letter  o 


tha  remoTiI  of  'Waabloi 


DiXLii,  OfJUB  H.,  Senator  tnsa  FgDni^lTinii,  BIT  j  on 
tha  memnrial  of  aBoan  of  the  nmted  Btatei  Bwik,  858; 
on  tha  anrreDer  of  tha  United  SUtea  Bank,  S77 ;  on  tbe 
Branch  Bank  currency,  888, 8M;  on  tlu  reductjon  of 
dDUga,«M;  on  mchaitor  of  the  United  Stales  Bank, 


asbacrlblng  for  the  B(«lftei  of  Debataa,  188.    8—  A- 

dKt,  Tola.  >,  10. 
AmM  AtdiulA— Baport  on  tha  tada  with,  MS. 
DiTiiimnT,  Tboiiu,  BapnaaotattTa  &am  TlrglBb,  CK 

Sm  Indax,  TDla.  8,  •,  ID. 


minimum  dnUes,  K».    &«  ra<M  *oU.  B,  >,  1<L 

DtTH,  Wiun  B.,  on  the  Jndldaiyblll,  WO;  Bepceaanla- 
tlre  from  Booth  CBrolJna,688;  on  ■duT'^Oatng,  Wj 
on  reahuiatjng  the  bank,  tit.    Btt  Jiuttm,  Tola,  f,  10. 

Day  <^  ^wnlMoUini.— In  tbe  Benale.  ■  nwlstliia  nIatiT* 
toeonfllderad,498;  Iheaconrgaof  tha^tc4ara,aa;prec*■ 
dfntl,489;abeoomlnK»nIutiDn,4S9;  Conine!  no  men 
power  to  reocncLmeod  tbim  to  enact  a  law,  488 ;  nvAa- 
tlon  agreed  to,  U8. 

In  tbe  Home,  a  leeolntloa  nlatlTe  to  a  dv  of  &«liT 
and  prayer,  144 ;  nothing  to  do  with  rellgloD,  744;  mond 
to  itiik*  oot  the  word  "Aatatle,- 1411;  thla  dlie»nw- 
flncd  to  no  part  of  tho  world,  148 ;  motJOB  loat.  IS; 
precedenta,  14S;  reaidntlsn  ordend  to  third  re^l^ 
148;  further  eonalderatlan,  1M. 

DiTAS,  Csinui,  BepcesentatlTe  Itom  Kew  York,  fi8& 

Dtaf  and  Dami  ImUtuUaiu,  dooatlow  to.— &<  Ada^ 
Tola.  8,  8,  >.  1<L 

fuuou,  Bbmit  a.  6.,  BapraaentMlTe  from  Uaoacfcn- 
aetta,G89;  on  lemoTal  of  'Waihlngten'a  ramalM^  Kl; 
on  the  contention  with  Fnae«,TW,'  oa  a  psbUetet 
da7,134. 

Dtbala,  nporUiie  qfi—SM  IitSee,  toL  3. 

DtbattL,  RrgiiUi-  of;— In  tha  Boosa,  ■  retolaUoa  to  lab- 
Bcrlbe  for  conaldered,  78!1 ;  moTed  to  atrlke  ont  ao  modi 
airetbired  to  rniDre  TOlumBB,  TBB;  the  work  lacoMln- 
ona,  like  the  deliatea,  and  the  reeord.  If  proaarrvd  at  aH, 
onght  to  eontlnne,  TS9;  tha  former  relolatlan  had  (oai 
Tory  &r  In  committing  thia  OoTcroment  In  all  agia. 
788;  proper  thatmembera  abonld  haTe  an  opportuDltj 
to  know  whiC  had  been  dona  herctofbre,  788;  thewdck 
la  the  only  Congreedonal  hlatory  of  tfaa  Union,  1M;  the 
aample  of  En^and  ihoold  bare  wel^t  In  thIa  partn- 
lar,  188;  ihould  Congreaa  haTe  the  power  to  tax  Hi* 
people  aod  appropriate  their  money  to  bnjboob  fat 
thcmsoltcB  r  73T ;  further  debate,  781 ;  motion  to  taj  oa 
tho  table,  lost,  7B8 ;  further  debate  on  tha  citcnt  of  Iha 
enbscrlptlon,  T8S;  teaolutJon  ameaded  and  adopted, 
140.    8m  ifufeiv  ToL  Hl 

&I01TDI,  Mil.  Suun.— In  the  Hooae,  a  moUoB  ta  take  vf 
the  blU  to  compenaata,  loat,  SI4;  the  bill,  887;  la« 
relstlTelotilonaTr,N8;  elIKt,B8S;  aptnra  and  bon- 
ing of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  689;  nothing  In  ehlTaby 
to  bo  compared  to  thla,G88;  report  of  tho  commiuae, 
CSV;  remnnBTita  the  repreaentaUva  of  a  gallant  obi, 
eW^  the  bill  unJniliaablalnptlndplcaiweUaatbeniede 
Inwhlchthedlitrlhatloalalobemade,  fi»»;  cialnu  •/ 
Deeatar'i  niceea,  BH ;  letten  from  Commodore  Stenit 
to  Ura.  Decatur,  600;  Decator  donhlr  anaUed  ta  Ita 
reward,  801;  to  whom  ahall  the  reward,  which  oii^ 
to  haTe  been  beatowed  on  Urn,  b«  now  idtolle^  aU; 
amendment  moTed  and  loat,  804;  ftirther  debate,  8M: 
bill  ralected,  888.    8*a  7nilai^  toL  «. 

DtfiivUtriL—la  the  House,  a  reaolntlon  reladTe  to,  eAn4, 

Df/auivt  mtannt  agaitut  Ortat  Sritain  ludar  Mi» 

Adami^Sa  fitdaB,  nL  >. 
DdoKon  and  Ohttaptalc*  CmuLSa  Indta,  TaL  I, 
Drttgam/nm  TtrrUarltt.—See  Indac,  tqL  1. 
DlHn.  HAUin,on  tha  niTlgaUanof  tlicOUev884j  Kepra- 

BeDtitlTefromPannsylTaolaiSBS;  on  tha  Soot&Cbis- 

lln«  memoilil.  Ml,  G84. 
Dehht,  PixaLOPJc,  tbe  caee  oC  tti  /ndxe,  tbL  S. 
l>ttlrUrt,  Sowtl]/  to.— >Sj«  Imttm,  yOL  Sl 
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Inn,  U3l  Sfwtoi 
fromNftw  Jaraef,  &47;  an  thfi  dntj  oa  TdiIIaa  bl&nkfiU, 
SM;  on  Wuklngton'i  blrth-dir.  837;  on  the  ippor- 
DDDmcntblll,41Ii;  oDtta<>nKliictloaotdatl«,«SO.  Stt 
Indus,  tbIl  B,  S,  I,  B,  B,  10. 

DioKMiir,  JoKi.BfipmGnUtlTarroinN'sir York,  ESS;  ootho 
DumotUl  of  BrIUih  KitijKU,  Ml ;  on  tha  cue  of  Sunoel 
Soutos,  IM 

JMplnniiiHfl  JdifrHiK-'^lH  7iidj^  toL  B. 

.DQAnufld  ArpdUM^SM  /ndA,  toL  10. 

tHptwnaiio  IrMB-ayafU-Stt  Indtoi,  toL  S. 

iMtAtir«nuii<(  i;^  fuUlo  Moths,— 8»t  TwJeB,  toL  T. 

J>U«rf<ii9  and  Aaannttng  QflctfA—Sii  ZiHlMS  ToL  10. 

JMimal  BicaiKp  Canal.— 8e*  litdtB,  Toll.  8, 9. 

JHi(r»«UEn>  <i^  U«  JiaHBM— fiM /wfM  ToL  m 

IH^rM  of  QAim}Aa.—Sta  Indm,  Tali.  «,  S;  (^  T. 

Dtmldtndt  uncfalnHd.— Id  U»  Bsiuta,  >  nsolntlon  oalUng 
fi>rAlUtariiuBuofawiMnD4airiired,4Sa;  kldoatb* 
Ubla,4SS. 

IHvrrcntKtKi  DUMttiif  OOumDia.— Sot  InmiB,f  ai^i, 

DanDKinaE,  Pmur,  on  tha  salt  iatj,  81 ;  on  piinUng  tha 
jBdldii7  report.  gl7,  SIB ;  RaprsswitaUTe  fKm  Ttr- 
glnlo,  IWS;  nporti  on  iliTair  tn  tba  DIatrict  of  Colnm- 
Ma,  Ml ;  on  a  brldgo  orar  tha  Ohio,  HI ;  on  remoTal  of 
Waihlagtod'a  iTDulna,  AST ;  on  tha  eau  of  Samnal  Boas- 
ton,  (IS.    SuInOactoX-W, 

DomttUt  Mannflutwu^Stt  ladta,  tdI.  D. 

^OS^UMON,  A.  J.,  priTata  Bearetuy  of  Pnddant  Jaokaon, 
log.    8m  India,  rol.  10. 

DoTT,  Judg?,  extra  compona&tloa  to,  MS. 

SoDBI.EB'1,  ULTtea  r.,  BepreaenlattTa  from  Seir  York, 
ass  1  on  the  appordonmant  hill,  HI. 

«  Syhitil  Saaar.—St*  Dvttm  mi  Itr^orb, 


J>rav£>'ieit.—Se»  Indtm,  Tola.  1  and  10,  DutUt  ok  ImportM. 

I>«*T»OF,  Wiuaut,  on  topognpU™!  anirtya,!!;  relattse 
to  Jadga  P«l[,  19 ;  on  the  TniUah  mlaalDn,  S4I ;  Bapra- 
wntaUre  from  South  Caroling  ESS;  on  Sooth  CarollDa 
diiIiDa,MI;  on  theaoath  Caiollns  memorial,  HI ;  on 
tba  removal  of  Wuhlii(hin'>ran]iliiB,G«0,e91;  on  tba 
Bontb  Cirallaai!lalnia,e9a;  on  the  memorial  of  Britlih 
inb]ccla,UI;  on  iineting  Hantton.  M5j  on  monnted 
inbntrr.TlS,     B»t  /iuIhi,  Tola.  B.t,  10. 

Dtinonp,  MiDui,  the  caae  o(  Ma  Indvr,  toL  10. 

a  E.,  Senator  from  New  York,  8<T.     8m 


/nd«.Ti 


J>uaiinf,  OambUnt. 

At. 

-Intl) 

a«ula,ablUftir 

Uhment  of  cila 

tha  niatriet  of  C 

aldered.lOS;  OTei 

Ta 

tempt 

to  leglslata 

anre. 

onduelUDcb) 
ordlnarr  to 


nahl. 

La  ffunhllng  poAlihabla  bj  conflnemi^nt 
Itenllar;,  IBS  I  objaetotoUaeliiEdaelllngvith 
In&moaa  crime*,  IM;  duelling  pnniahed  la  the  EiatDm 
SlMea  Ohlybr  a  doe,  IH;  penalty  In  teieril  Btatea, 
IMi  ahuv  these  men  there  la  ■  poaer  (ttOBger  then 
tlulrtUaenoUona  or  honor,  104;  tha  mE  branded  vllh 
IsOmylo  Neir  Jener.IM;  nonttjectorjortapmilence 
dpoa  which  lo  manj  Eneoaaldenite  atepa  have  been 
token,  IM;  IneElclenoT  and  laadequia^  of  leglilatloo 
on  tha  ashjact,  IW ;  bill  laid  on  the  tibl*.  103 ;  queitlon 
en  reoommltmani,  ta ;  rHolotloa  offered.  Ml,  3f  In- 
dtm,  ToL  Sl 
DuKOAK,  Joavra,  oa  the  Jlllao4a  and  Michigan  Coaal,  SOG ; 


tnm  Illlno 

cfai,  tdU 

Dirair,  JoBH 


.MB;  < 


lloola,  en,  Sid;   Repi 
moQutad  iolhatrr,  113.    Sm  In- 

irgaant  at  Anna  of  the  Uooae, 


;i  S.,  praHUta  *  aUk  (Ug  to  Congnaa,  n 


EX. 768 

Dniia,  Kev.  hfr.,  alected  Chaplain  of  tha  Benate,  8U. 

fftiUtl,  I>UcHminaUng,—Sia  lodan,  toL  10. 

I>Htit»enIni]ii>rtt.—FravdiintktOBlltetloti<^IMlt».—la 
the  Honae,  a  bill  teal  tar  the  aoTeral  acta,  ^  eoaaldared, 
M;  object  of  tha  bill  toproTida  e  remedy  agalait  an 
ebaae  of  the  liwa  of  the  smmtrr,  44 ;  Ita  principal  object 
lata  anfons  the  tariff  law  of  1828,44;  that  law  wu 
Faaaed  fbr  the  protectloa  of  domeitle  Indmtry,  lad  haTO 

St  thoae  fbr  whoae  bencflt  it  was  puged  a  right  to  aak 
d  demand  of  na  that  the  ihlth  of  tha  QoTemmeat 
•hell  not  ba  violated  I  44 ;  proof  that  the  lew  la  Tlolited, 
44;  the  ooorH  of  Franoa,  45;  prorliiani  of  eiUUng 
lawa,  nnder  which  the  alleged  franda  ire  perpetnted, 
4a;  prooeadlnca  at  the  Ciulom  Honao  In  Now  York, 
4S;  a  paper  read,  4d;  Ita  inthorltj  qaoatlonad,  40 ;  read' 
lag  eonUaoed,  40 ;  deMrlpClon  of  the  meina  nsad  to 
commit  franda,  4T  j  letter  of  the  Collaetar  of  New  To^ 
a  i  tattuioea  of  the  BTaalan  of  laws,  48,  40 ;  b  It  aot 
generally  nndentood  that  our  lawa  are  ended  t  49 ;  the 
President,  In  hli  messsge,  Intlnatei  aa  mach,  4> ;  whU 
takea  place  In  the  Appraisers' offleea,  40;  number  rd 
regular  Amerioao  marchentg  la  the  woollen  trade,  BO; 
what  Is  the  condition  of  the  American  merchantl  W; 
memorials,  SO;  all  apeak  of  the  corrapUon  of  tnde, 
DO;  bow  la  (ba  woollen  trade  carried  oa  !ai;  iait  aoond 
policy  to  lUow  traaalent,  wandertag  forelgnera  to  naorp 
that  employment  irhloh  bclonp  to  Amerloui  cItUeDs  T 
51 ;  erroneous  to  say  that  tha  evaslona  are  eaoaed  by  (ha 
high  dnlleg,  Gl ;  tha  Ibrelgo  TaluiHoa  Is  the  rotten  part 
of  our  lyslaBi.  CI ;  clfKla  of  ftand  and  cTaaloa  on  the 
rcTenue,  01 ;  the  Cinida  trade.  U ;  the  people  lo  th* 
lateilar  haTa  neTer  been  aKiro  of  the  mlachieb  pru- 
t!t»d  at  tha  Cnatom  Bouae.  tA ;  proTlilosg  of  tba  bm 
before  the  oaamilttee,H;  ot|lectloniigtiBatthabUI,G8. 

Balt.—A.  motion  to  reoonaldcr  the  Tole  rvduelag  the 
dnty  on  salt,  18 ;  reasons  for  the  reeontideratlon,  14 ;  the 
dimonlty  of  tbe  nbject  of  a  taril^  T4;  the  Inlereat  ofeTcrj 
part  should  be  consulted,  Ti ;  sltoatloa  of  the  coantry 
In  former  yearn  in  reapectto  aalt,  14;  eitiaeta  from  the 
Jooraalsof  the01dCaagrMi,TS;  cite  of  duty  formerly 
]mpoeed,Tfi;  maaufhetare  on  the  seaboard,  70;  exorbi- 
tant price  paid  toi  it  In  Tsriona  parte  of  the  eoontry, 
TO ;  it  ia  said  that  certain  moaopoUala  haTa  oppraaaed 
tha  people,  78 ;  the  propoaltioa,  to  moiialder,  how  ra- 
celTed,70;  it  l>  aaldthat  silt  Is  aneeeaaaiy  oT  1U^I7; 
this  propoeltioa  Is  a  blow  aCrrjck  it  the  whole  domeaUo 
industry  of  tbeoonntry,  TT;  the  extent  of  the  aaltla- 
(emstbaa  not  bean  atteatlvely  considered,  TS;  atstemcnt, 
18;  manubcturad  in  almoat  STary  State  of  the  Union,  78; 
this  ndnotion  mnatnln  the  maanlhctnre.  7S ;  aTange 
Tiloa  of  foreign  iilt,  78;  kdnuitiga  t«  tke  AHtlgn 
•rUcIa,70;  if  tha  duty  la  coatlonad,  tbe  Bait  of  Vaitera 
PeaasylTanla  will  eoon  compete  with  the  tbrelgn  arti- 
cle, TO;  where  tha  manoAwtured  article  la  aent  to,  GO; 
eonnectienof  pork  with  thiaaubjact,  80;  domeitle  com- 
petltion  reduoea  tha  price  lower  than  tha  li>ralgn  arUdo  ' 
would  be  ir  hea  or  duty,  80. 

A  reduction  of  doty  it  tha  present  time  woold  be 
prejudicial  to  the  pobllo  Intereit,  SI;  benellla  lo  tha 
farmer  and  other  eonsnmlog  clasaca  ftom  tha  protection 
glreu  to  borne  producers,  81;  reduce  the  dBtiea  on 
fgre^  silCand  that  anide  will  ascend  the  Ohio  at  such 
redoced  prieoa  la  to  bl!  below  the  domestlo  irtlcla,  83 ; 
itliiild,i]lconccisloai  Ind compromise  In  legislitlon 
ire  Immonl,  81;  eOOet  on  New  York  and  New  Saglind 
of  redadng  the  protection,  81 ;  the  kiss  a  treaaon  of 
Jndaa,  81;  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  loel,  88 ;  motion 
to  raconslder,  mrrled,  88. 

The  real,  abajluta  Decossariea  of  life  ought  nut  to  be 
taxed,  S3 ;  the  poor  man  must  onea  pay  Che  oiost  Iii, 
6g;effcetof  therednctlooon  NevYark,B4;  tbaBtll* 
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tu,U;  ltliTei7nn«ituIuid  iinJiuC,SD;  Uili  Hit  tu 
pKnllarlf  oppnulTC,  sa ;  It  la  Hid  th^  Oi*  rwlnistlsB 
wfU  OrlTt  tJw  BM»  of  Sew  York  to  mlud  lu,  Mj  li  It 
tnu  f  et ;  how  it  eu  anppl;  tfa*  deBdensy,  Bt ;  tuH 
B«  tic  nont  (nenilel  oT  Indoilrj,  it;  ult  vorki  on 
BsIHdu  Slnr,  la  Virginia,  ST;  migt  tfaa  irhola  cddi- 
mnnl^  beax  ■  frieiow  tax,  tp  ordu  1«  ln«i>  up  *  &ir 
dun  and  aii[tTDfltab]«  nltwmkat  Sli  anwDdniaiit  »- 
)Mt«d,ST. 

UaT«d  to  Inclnda  ImportAd  Iron  used  tOr  mvm,  bHI^ 
Ac,  la  tbs  unendmaDt,  BT ;  tha  fnirac  «r  CotigTHi  to 
Impaae  bnrdana  oa  the  dtlEaDA,  wtaama  doaa  It  >rU«f 
ST ;  otijwit  of  tba  ConMantlon  to  pniida  lot  tha  gan- 
enl  deliiDM  udBoinmoD  valbra,  M;  vhttli  prailded 
1]f  thlibinreS;  tha  qoMtloQ  on  thli  bulla  flnally  to 
MttI*  ths  hoiM  or  tba  Bnnth  ud  'Watt,  tt;  othsr 
unendmanti  mored,  89 ;  bUl  oMarad  t«  bt  angnwad, 
B> ;  nulDtlDn  oStnd,  Kl ;  lild  on  tha  tiUa,  M. 

Qoratloaon  Ihe  puHga  of  tha  tnilT  bU1.M;  what 
doealUtltla  profwarW:  ol^eeUoiu  to  tha  bill,  >1 ;  blU 
pawid,*!- 

BtUlanpuI  tbedatronBl^Taportad,SI;  motion  (u 
pottpons  to  nait  hmIog,  loat,  H ;  nttt,  tl ;  motton  to 
■mend  tha  bill  bf  lednslng  tha  dnt;  on  molmaM.  (9 ; 
ooanitu  notnro  oT  the  dntj.  n ;  remirki  on  th«  uU 
trede,  tt ;  bill  ordeied  to  ha  anirowad,  tS ;  qneiUoo  on 
the  flnal  paaage.  lot;  Saoeta  hai  adjonrnad  and  too 


pawd,l[IT. 

iSon,— In  tha  Banata,  laara  aiked  to  Introdnoe  a  bill 
ftirtharapaalof  tbadntjFDB  taltilUi  ottjaotlinu,  lU; 
taatimonr  of  BngUih  wttnaeaat  on  the  ImportanM  ot 
the  artlda  In  agrlaaltarf.  ISl,  1«,  IM;  fbrthar  gitncti 
bom  taMlmoUT,  la,  in,  ItT,  les,  1B>,  ITO^  ITl;  tbo 
ralaa  of  Hit  to  (took  u  prarad  both  b^  tha  Eogllab  and 
American  taattmonr,  ITl ;  BMnaltr  of  inn  made  salt 
ftn  batter  and  cheaee,in;  )oh  of  beeon  by  n^ngflre 
raaAanlt,in;  da,  pickled  pork,  1T1;  dapleklad  beat 
ITl ;  OTlla  of  drlTlng  eattia  from  the  Teal, 


the  labeling  elaiKB. 
■toek  nqnlrad  In  tha  United  Btatea,  1TB;  tha  etlD 
nit  uuliBTisl  in  tha  Weat,  ITB; 
b«tir*gn  good  and  bad  aalt,  IIS;  tha  bnrdin  of  the  aalt 
tax  on  thaVeit  aggnTated  bjoentnat,  ITT;  (knoaia 
moat  intenatad  In  iba  abolltlaa  of  thli  tai,  ITT ;  ancr 
Intereit  erlet  alond,  ITS ;  tha  Bcltlah  Parilament  had 
totallj repealed  the  aaltdatlea,  ITS;  prOTlalona  of  the 
bin  eiplalnad,  ITl ;  ntject  bid  on  tha  table,  in ;  bill 
wllhdiawn,  ISS. 

JhHL— The  Tiewa  of  tba  minority  of  tha  Select  Com- 
mlttae  Moaldand,  £U ;  irhtt  ihall  b«  done  with  the 
l«portrSSS;  let  It  be  printed,  IM;  nnpaillaiiuatary  and 
iinpneedanI»d,SSa;  ftiniwt  pTMedanta,  m ;  papei  »■ 
oalTod,  m. 

Avar.— In  the  Bonae,  a  naalntlon  nbidTatoTadnelnf 
th4dntron(ngarooB>ldBTed,KT;  nwdlfled, tSa ;  qim- 
Hon  of  eonslderatton  iaRl*d,lSS;  tlraa  the  datj-irBa 
■boBalied,  GH ;  original  nte  of  angar,  tSS;  taiu  ander 
onTajitani  ata  paid  by  the  prodnMra,J88;  tha  prioa 
of  angar  baa  not  declined  In  thia  eaqntry  In  cotueqaeoce 
Df  III  prodacUan,  nt;  dlscoeslon  of  the  East  ~ 
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Isn^tM;  coneamFtlea  I 
roleallon  aBbrdad  (o  reBn 
llkair  to  deatrojr  oi  ei 


oon^SSB;  prioofroa 
Englaiid  and  Franos 


duetloD  Tlaved  In  tb*  ag 
Treanrr,  K& 

SbIC— In  theHonaa,abm  to  npeal  the  act  ntodit 
tha  dntf,  tni;  tUa  tax  Joatlr  een^latHd  of  brah>|( 
portion  of  tha  people,  BU;  BotUng  muMl  la  nfodng 
>iiohablIl.>tSie<IM4alb«  Btam*  wnld  ha»  an  tka 
people  of  tha  South,  n« ;  DljMit  «f  Oa  tax  lo  Ua  hB 
the  poekela  of  the  poor  and  glT*  to  tba  rich.  IH;  wW 
iathaotilaeir  n4;  a»tloDtor()«*tbabm,tM;aMta 
to  hij  tha  bin  on  tha  table,  SIB;  out  ef  erdac, nt;  i» 
aoo,  SU:  aaeoad  nadlng,  US;  laid  on  Ibi  lahlt,  lU; 
moUoii  to  pilDl  the  report  <i  oornmlHaa,  Hiritd,  nt 

In  t1  -        -     - 

blaBketa,SU; 
Flnulo^8H:  I 
SU;  InlantlaDargaottanrataglneniTtUicMattt 
handa  of  the  Committee  on  Uannkeln*),  M;  tata 
recolar  and  pB-llamaDtary  ooom,  >M;  aaagea  d  tta 
BriHah  Parliament,  SST;  It  will  be  aDAiad  ta  bt  tig- 
laotad  nntll  ererr  thing  •!*•  It  lb 


StOtatlim  i)f  J>«Mei,— In 
relatlTa  to.  ooi^derad,  MO; 
Booth,  KSi  UtUeprapeetof  ai 
IBlt,  BBI ;  t  progrcHlT*  da 
a  alow  potaon,  ttl ;  eonne  pmpaHd  fcr  the  MllH((a> 
Senate,  8Si;  tha  ailatlng ttate of  upanlMadpna(aittr 
In  thaoonntry,  CSS;  thlaehanga  ftom  Aatzeaa  tefivi- 
pailtr  hu  been  the  work  ^  AmetleaaleilaUlai  Mn- 
iDg  Auettoan  ladnalrj,  KB;  iiradtetleia  agtlnl  Ita 
Amarlua  afBUm,B88;  tbair  blla»,ni;  Oa  ugd- 
tnda,  ramlHntlana.  dnratlon  of  the  ^ataa,  ui  Ua 
high  anthoriliee  thai  bare  xutalatd  K,  K  M;  M 
*o  break  down  and  deatrof  a  long  eatahUabed  ejrtaa 
cartfDlly  bolllnpasdaanctloiwdr  tS4;  igraatodta- 
ment  In  Booth  CaivUsa,  S8S ;  iU  doMrtad  orita  aal 
nnlshahlted  halla,t8(;  the  danger  to  the  ITaka  4«a 

tem,  bat  on  that  of  Ita  abandonment,  att 

Importana  (f  the  neolatloii^  SST 1  Uiapcll(7li&' 
CBBedHaqDealion  of  llbartjr,  tST ;  la  than  aaf  pBtT 
la  tha  eonntrr  that  aeeka  to  dem 
eaUbllahniBiiUI 
antjrrellaf  latobe  tsnnd  In  the  rednctlga  ^  th*  (tn- 
nne,  tS3 ;  a  glowing  pietara  drawn  ef  the  endHM  ' 
theeonBtrr,  Ml;  II  la  Hid  that  Tiiglab  It mai* to*- 
flted  by  tha  tarUT  than  any  olbar  Btat*  In  IhaEita, 
S»l;otberren»rkarelat]TttoVIrglnU,Vl:bela,ai; 
piideof  Virginia,  KM;  cheHoaeof  hardlatt<«l*^ 
ahe  aetla  cheep  and  pBrehaaea  dear,  SM ;  tha  dtlaria 
of  Iha  hocaa  nuukat,  SM ;  tbnpliqr  the  AmeilcaB  tjt 
Iwn  and  what  la  ttf  ML 

Amouitof  prmiit  tax  on  impetted  artidt^  W;  iM 
tha  peuple  be  thna  taxed  to  enaUa  tba  daniine  MB- 
betnrar  to  tax  them  to  the  Mae  degree  oa  all  ailMia 
daodwldbrtherar  (98;  the  traafiflBii- 
if  UiatlOD  la  to  Impoae  It  on  thaaa  beat  tWa  ki  bw 
IS;  tha  radnothm  propoeae  to  relaaea  loailtl,  MS; 


K9;  aBteta of  thIa ajataia of  taiatlDB  oa  tbegnalln- 
teiHUof  Iheeonnlrr,  Nt;  an  tha  (ilaUii  MtT lt« 
ooatHEatlanal  T  899. 

Bald  to  be  a  blight  on  tfaa  Sonlban  BIttaa,  «9;  Ith 
•aid  that  the  laril^  by  enhancing  tha  pilee  If  the  MB- 
lActnred  artlela,  tanda  to  dlnlnlah  ita  um«T"* 
among  tha  poorer  elaieea,  thna  limiting  the  aiteeltf 
the  demand,  Ac,  401 ;  a  gate  to  rfiaw  that  the  pndMB 
paji  the  dnty,  401 ;  tha  eondlthm  of  the  Sealh  ni- 
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M  ptetai*  imtlj  oiardnwii,  40;  Da1tlV(tloii  it 
iitti,4Dl;  (ffkotol  thtnpul  (rf  Ui«Iiwi<if  prl- 
tti«  can*  of  *Ut«i7  Mul  not  ths  tulff 
uhapu  of  tbU  lUr1ud,40B;  pnbUc  AsUng 
bo  tli€  GtndDCl  of  nut«n  towmidi  Chfilr  ilarci, 
leiu  tlu  e^Hltj  of  tha  Booth  tar  ladlrldotl 
";   hablla  oT  tk»  norttitrn  ud  middle 
BUtii,  4Cia  1  aflkot  of  thtw  uiuh,  408. 

Wlia  ou  daaln  ■  ahuga  tn  tha  oifftnlo  itmMnra  or 
pnatlcol  hgUalloa  bj-wblali  th*  ahuga  In  thli  aountrr 
liiaftr-«lX7«MihMbeaiiafftet*d,lM;  ona part ihoald 
aot  ba  maila  ubaarrlaul  to  tb*  oUior,  Mi;  «b*tli  tba 
cnwa  <r  tb*  BooUwra  dktn^iU;  othai  caoMa  thu 
Oa  poU<7  of  pntaetioB,  MS ;  aottoa  la  tha  product  ot 
u  axbuMlBi  plant,  MB;  InnaMOd  ptodnetlan  and  lUl 
gf  prise, MK;  ami^atloD, «)( ;  auaa  of  dlitrtaa  arl- 
OaBtlrdlitlDot  from  tbetaftlCdX;  Uu Amailou am- 
tam  ftHUkdod  on  tha  broad  and  ImpiagDabla  prtodpla 
of  satloul  IsdapaadeiHn,  4W ;  It  lano  aaiash  poller,  «H  1 
HamadtMbom  nmota  uUqulty.  US;  tba  patrioOim 
mti  InlatHti  tt  PcniUTlTuili  liTolTad  Id  tbs  ataadj 
It  polLoy,  «n ;  vhit  tn  tha  fnilta  of 
rlTanla  pallcy  I  aoi  i  the  artlola  of  Iron,  40T ; 
«abeta  of  our  pallor  on  t^di  metal,  <0T ;  malntlona  bo- 
kratha  Banata,  406;  protection  waa  on*  of  tba  morlng 
<t)a«t(  of  tha  rBTolntuiB  of  tba  Dnlaii  and  af  (he  dale- 
pthmol  Ibopowanof  tba  OoTarmnant,  408;  liSail- 
U*  u  to  BOtUic  Ixit  adaqnata  proloetloi),  406;  main- 
tanaiuia  of  tba  bannonr  and  perpatnltr  of  the  nnloE, 

The  preaaDt  qseatloii  ona  of  expeilteiH?,  400;  aball 


qcwatlaii  la  not  vbetbar  ■  nair  poHsr  aball  ba  now 
adopted,  410 ;  no  State  arar  baoatoa  gnat  but  br  a  sttadj 
and  poraararing  pnranlt  of  Ita  poUoj,  410 ;  auelent  Rome 
vaa  oasa  an  iaoonaldarabla  TUlaga.  410;  iCaadlnaaa  of 
pmwilt  inutnted  bj-  Athens,  410 1  irbat  g>Te  them 
that  abaorbtnc  amtoo  of  hma  t  411 ;  iCraoga  that  tha 
«zpodlaiki7  of  the  protectlTe  policy  abonld  be  doubted, 
411. 

Iirbara  it  Iba  mntna]  finbaanaaa  aadeouaaadon  wbleh 
parradad  tba  eonndb  of  tha  lutlaB  on  tba  tjnnitlon  cf 
OMTJnlonrtlB;  from  what  aotuoe  do«a  this  high  aUta  of 
pnaperltr  amanaleT  418;  what  la  thla  Aaurioui  •rBtom 
la  another  point  of  Tlav  J  41B ;  protaat  against  thla  mla- 
oallod  ADarican  aratem,  410;  nrnonatnnoe  of  Alabama, 
U9;  the  anboa]  nuiaaga  of  tha  Prealdaot,  410;  the 
MTenna  ma;  ba  rodnced  to  Ita  nuts  of  tha  OoTamcirinC 
vlthoDt  dutrojlng  domaado  mannlkctiires,  bat  not 
ulthoul  bnrtlag  thorn,  4S0 ;  proiA  410 ;  (iportatloa  ot 
aottoD  to  roreign  eonntrlts,  411 ;  other  srtlaloa,  411 ;  ailt, 
tSa ;  Dpantton  of  the  tariff  on  salt,  fanlga  and  dornoa- 
tls,4Mi  tba  Weit  needs  foreign  trade.  4iS;  thadeellne 
of  uporteliMtaUeDohleBf  onthapTOdaotaDf  theBoBlb 
and  WHt,  tSB ;  the  praaant  itata  of  trade  batvaen  the 
ITeBt  and  tha  high  tariff  Btataa  la  on  a  worae  Ibotlog 
Ibi  the  Wait  than  that  at  the  ColonUIa  iraa  with  the 
mother  eonntry,  436;  the  WHt  has  a  deep  Intaraat  In 
tba  preaarTatloa  of  tba  tvalgn  tmla,  4S>. 

Ther«aolntlanB,4aS;  amendment  loa^  4S!I ;  another 
amandDent  off«red,420;  we  moat  not  abandon  the  sra- 
tam  of  pntsetloB,  4!« ;  reaolnUoni  olftred,  4M ;  what  la 
piapoaed  1 4£0;  eiplaoallon  of  a  Tote,  411 ;  a  mistake  H  to 
tba  extent  of  the  oonqoeata  the  pnteetlrapollej  baa  made 
orar  the  oppoaltlon  to  It,  41T ;  paiftcllj  pnctlcablo  to 
MTlaw  and  arrange  tha  whole  >/atom  at  this  lesalon,  401; 
throe  distinct  propoaltlona  nnder  conaidentlon,  4£S; 
whatlbeeaaeienl plana propaaa,4S8;  the seonniilatlaB 
«f  mplnast  in  the  Traatnrj  la  the  (Ttateit  eTil  to  be  dep- 
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reeated  In  tide  eonntrr,  408;  rebrenee  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Uanaftctaree  moTed,4U;  ctTect  of  this  lefM^ 
euce,  4S) ;  idrantage  of  the  Tifarenoe,  400 ;  doeUon  ol 
the  Senate,  400;  Ita  elhct,4U;  a  protest  agalnat  a 
modUlotlan  of  the  tariff  ol  1S9H,  with  IM  offensiTa 
fbatnrea  nnloncbad,  401 ;  the  point  In  dispute  between 
the  Manda  and  opponents,  4S1 ;  motion  to  ]aj  on  the 
table,  loat,  401;  hrlhar  motlona,  401,  400;  farther 
amendmenta  and  debate,  480, 480,  404 ;  propoaltlon  to 
report  on  a  rednetlon  ot  tha  price  of  pobllc  lands,  oar- 
rtad,  48S;  reaolatlDna  agreed  to,  40& 

TbUblQ  glTU  no  rnllef,  BIO;  It  raeognliea  the  pro- 
tectlTe sjstem  as  the  settled  pf^cy  of  the  eonntrr,  MO ; 
It  contalna  the  mlnhnnma  and  the  epecUle  dnUaa,  Dll ; 
not  a  single  teotore  to  reaomniend  It  to  anjr  bat  Menda 
of  tha  American  aritemiMl;  reasons  Ibr  ToUng  for  the 
bill,  010;  hmpawd,llU 

mn^msm  J>itatt.—la  the  Honaa,  a  resolution  cot- 
■Idered,  Kg;  objaet  af  the  molntlon,  004;  twofold. 
004  i  to  Inquire  Into  the  praoUcal  effect  of  minimum 
datles,  EM ;  Inqnlrj  should  bi  pormltted  as  a  nutter  of 
oourtesT,  004;  object  ot  the  resotntlen,  BM ;  what  la  Ih* 
mlnlmiun  dntj-T  000;  how lalrodacad  Into onr  legisla- 
tion! BOO;  motlTei  which  I nlluencod  South  Carolina  Id 
tbla  measnre  In  1810,  000 ;  hare  her  anUdpatlona  been 
raalliedt  050;  tha  mannftctiifer  tBmlahea  an  Important 
branch  ol  onr  foreign  trade,  tOU ;  effect  of  this  mano- 
&etara  of  cotton  oo  prices,  000 ;  la  Bouth  Carolina  pro- 
pared  to  break  down  or  cripple  B07  part  of  this  mana- 
ftetnre  she  haa  done  ao  much  to  build  npl  SOT;  lltUa 
Importanea  to  which  eommittca  reforanca  la  made,  ESI; 
lllsaald  Sonth  Carolina  had  the  honor  of  originating 
the  taiiff,  GOT;  loote  Into  tba  rooord  c '  ' 
0G«;  atdeot  of  tbamlnlmnma  In  1080  was  U 
Importation,  008;  iui}iut  to  atilbe  autthe  d» 
qulTT  and  loaort  a  genatil  Inqolrj,  BOO;  1 
1)  (aid  to  TlDlata  tha  courlaalea  of  the  House,  SSI ;  U  the 
object  of  the  Inqntr^  was  the  lama,  why  offer  tha 
amendniBntl  000;  tha  bill  ot  1810,000;  If  raweotton 
an  ba  oonTorted  Into  eloth  for  leaa  monaf  thin  In  Eog- 
land,  whf  Dontlnua  the  datj  t  040 ;  prleee  upon  whleb 
the  mlnlmuma  ot  1810  wet*  fonndod,  COO;  tteolotJiai 

Memorial  iff  aouA  Oiroifao.— The  numoriil,  501 ; 
moTed  to  refor  to  the  Committee  ot  Wajs  and  Uaams 
001 ;  moTod  to  raftr  to  Commllteo  of  Kunbctnn^ 
SOI ;  the  antjact  to  which  It  refors  Is  revenue,  001 ;  tbo 
memorial  oomplalns  of  protection,  and  should  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Uann^turea,  BOl ;  erery  thing  alSingbtered 
by  refbrenoe  to  tba  Conmilttee  on  Manifactriree,  008 ; 
wonld  tha  people  of  tha  Bonth  feel  satlsfled  with  each  a 
propoaltlont  081;  thsy  are  JnsUy  entitled  to  what  H 
aabeil,  Sdl;  Improper  to  eend  to  the  Comntttaa  on 
Msnufootores,  M3;  fOrthardobale,  BOO;  reforradtothe 
Comraitlaa  of  Vaya  and  lleans.  BU ;  a  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Viji  and  Usue,  OTO ;  the  Ull  to  ndnca 
and  eqnallu  dnlles,B70;  prinelples  of  the  reportand 
bill  snbnralTe  of  the  manoaictarlDg  Interait,  BIS ;  Air- 
ther  remailu  on  the  report.  OTO. 

SidutMon  nf  DMtt^A  bill  relaUie  to  redustlau  of 
dntlee  eonsldered,  080 ;  araoont  of  raTcnne  expadtant 
for  tha  Oommtnent,  CM;  iK>(a,09I;  nhat  amount  of 
rcTenne  a  doty  of  tweiTe  per  cent.  wiU  bring,  OBt ;  effMt 
of  the  pnpoeed  ndnotlon,  088;  how  tar  Juttloe  and 
eqnallty  In  the  Oscal  operatlona  oT  the  OoTammant  hara 
dlctatad  tbia  bill,  BSO;  idjuitment  of  the  qnesUos,  008; 
eomplalnta  against  the  tariK  TOl ;  an  Impost  duty  a  tax 
en  the  producer,  TOI ;  what  la  the  &at  r  TD9;  Impottaara 
of  the  eonntry.  1<S\  En«laad 


gttaka 


tiiraa,TO 


■  the  tariff  loasan  the  oogsomptlon  of 
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tlM.  714; 


reason  -Khy  7011  ihsuld  not  ■bollih  or  iltet  tht 
t  ptoloctlv*  jjitem,  Tia ;  sSict  of  the  Mnjnd- 
iropoM<l,T18j  It  li  Bald  the  •7>Um  openu*  witb 

■nd  iwnlil  HToHtr  npos  ths  plutlig  Blatoi. 
hlA  l«  th4  onlj  pleoMble  groiuid  af  Attack  on 

>m,  ?14;  Hid  to  be  a  qiuitlDO  of  rtglit  and  Jiu- 


thau  it  bueau  Uia  BmUh.  UK;  clilnu  which  thli  In- 
doatiy  hai  on  Tou,  TIBj  tiaa  a  aUt*  of  bct>  mbstaa- 
tlally  now  ud  material  arUen  aliiu  18»  and  IBSS,  irbtch 
dlMbugM  yoa  of  roar  pledge,  ud  nsdera  It  honanble 
and  expedient  to  abandon  ths  poller  adopted T  Tl*;  bai 
It  been  ueerCnlned  that  protaetion  1>  onaTalUiiB  sad 
.  Intipedlantt  117;  coat  loo  maeb  to  eatibUah  mancAc- 

uo**r-bal>nu  of  national  Injnr;!  IIB;  Um  atUtade 
of  Soath  Carc1lDa,11Si  700  violate  In  loma  sort  the 
pUgfaUdtilth  or  tba  nation,  TI>;  a  aUIasmu  vho  doe) 
thil  deed  li  gality  ot  prodlgtU]'  aqnanderlng  a  national 
proporLj,  T19;  all  inan  admit  the  Tiloe  of  Dunobctairea 
toanatloQ,  TSH{  not  made  oat  that  tba  exlitlnj;  prgtee- 
ttr«ir>UrndaeaeTlltotheSonth,T10;  Ibrther  remark 
Til,  7«1 ;  tuM.  731. 

AmeDdmcDt  propcaod,  T34 ;  apathy  on  the  aabjact, 
T!4 ;  bow  are  grleTaoeei  to  be  redmeKd  tbil  an  denied 
all  credit  1 139;  the  great  Ineqnallty  and  lD]nstiee  of  the 
l)item,T«Sj  the  burden!  borne  Biamlned,TSS;  eondi- 
tloo  of  tbo  Santh  Id  relation  to  the  comtbrUar  llfr, 
TIT:  the  iTilem  l>  dugeront  to  tba  peaoa  and  hanaony 
or  thaLTnlan,  TSS;  canaea  wblehlad  to  the  BeTolnlloD, 
TIS;  on r  lai  appropriated  Is  other conntrlra,  T» ;  ai- 
amination  of  Dr.  ^nnklln  beiOre  a  rammllteo  at  Par- 
liament. TS9;  Declaration  of  lBdapeDdence,TSO  J  lionn 
■  owe  dISennt  ttora  the  eolonlee  t  710  r  did  tba  people 


■tarn 

hadlti 

origin  in  TlrglBla,m; 

Ota 

Iborlie 

In  (he  ConalltatloD  a 

rcrj 

pUndpla  whicb  pmdnocd  Ibe 

EeTolollon,781;   fl 

ntca 

na  a  tariff  on  Weal  India  prodacr,  TW;  principle  of 

anj 

udalT 

ew  of  tba  unsiint  or 

bnrdena  Impoaed  0 

em  Btataa,  and  of  tba 

vaaiinai  eipendltn 

re  of 

tha  tBTanna  oollactod  by  im- 

poa^T88;  Itlaaal 

r.|».lo 

thiB  anlam  wiU  pre*- 

traloUwpntdootl. 

roftha 

Mortb,rMi  tblaqoeB- 

Hon  mnat  now  bo 

parmanantbula.ISl: 

mnch  conceded  to 

ha  n 

lano&o 

oollectloD  of  tbararenne,TU;  Itlaiald  any  redneUon 
of  dntleaihunld  be  gradual,  Tdi. 

oonilitant  with  Itaalf,  741 ;  teat  the  great  pr(liclplamaln< 

talotd  tbranghODl  the  bUI,  T41 ;  prolacUon  to  lb*  iut]. 

ItUng  Intoreat  atmek  out,  741 1   other  anundaunti 

mend.  742:  bllIordercdtobaeDgroaBad,T4t.    Bt  Tn- 

(teH  .Ola.  1,  J,  8,  4.  ».  ^  T,  S,  «,  10. 
i>iiHet  on /nJHirta.— Laying  of  and  repilatlng  eommaroa, 

two  diatlnel  powara,  iSS. 
ZUMf  m  jM^rti.— ReaolnHoDi  adoptad  bjr  tha  Otty  of 

Hew  York  on  tba  anldeet  of  tha  UrlS^  4S>. 
JhOla  on  Hmnnpa.— See  IndtiB,  toL  1. 
OaUtt.  litatt,  Ae.,AliaUtlointf.—SttlHam,n)Llit. 


mtetaral  Vvlr  /T  PrttldtU.—Sit  IndeB,  Tol. 
EUgUtauyo/  aSttidtiU  in  WatUitgUn  too 

BinHt  fnm  Jfoaaoojliiaatti.— fiaa  /luta,  ra 
Ellios,  Edwibv,  aitnet  ftira  the  apeech  ot  M 
Ellu.  PowEiRAii,  «a  tha  daoaaaa  af  Bobui 

ISS;  Banator  from  li 


EiUTOkiH,  WiLLUM  T.,  m  topogrqihieal  aomr^  4,  (; 
on  tba  (US  of  Jodge  Feck,  17,  81;  on  the  aipeiHfl  of 
itnpeaabment,  S04 ;  on  tba  Tnrklab  mUalob,  til ;  Bfpi*- 

bUl,HB;  on  the  South  Carolina  dVmt,  JM:  utbeb' 
aolTCDl  Debtor^  bill,  (01;  on  Uu  chb  of  Bamul  Hou- 
ton,  671;  on  theconyantlon  with  Frane^  7N ;  n  tn^ 
acrlbing  for  the  Seglator  of  Dabatsa,  TU ;  on  radaRS' 
Ing  tha  bank,  74dL  £m  Indat,  Tiri.  10. 
£mtarvD.-~£M/>ufea^Tota.S,4,D  and  7*<f«^  toL  1,  Oriri 


ET.ua.  OiouiB,  SepreaaDtitlia  ttim  Milna,  Iiil&  SaHr 
daa,  loL  10. 

Etuib,  JoaEUJs  BepraaenttltYO  ftom  Panurlianla,  nt 
Stt  Indtm,  ToL  10. 

Enun,  £b«*u,  on  Indian  affUr^Slt:  Sepnatslill't 
from  UaBaaahnaatta,  G3S ;  on  tht  Baiilh  Cafetlaa  bbbb- 
rial.M8;  onatcun  caniagaa,fiTS:  on  ramoTal  cf  Wuk. 
lngton-iramalDi,U^Ml;onthaoandDcto{  thilut, 
AST ;  on  arreatlng  Qonaton,  UT ;  on  poat^Olea  coatai^ 
«9;  on  the  eonrantloD  with  Fiuee,IOS;  «  the  eta- 
TanUoD  with  Franca,  710;  an  the  B^lalet  e(  Q(ba4 
TSJ.    &*  JittliB^  Tola.  ^  «,.10. 

Etiutt,  HaiAOi,  BapraaentaUTa  from  TarmoBt,  DB.  Sm 
Indae,  tdI.  10. 

EwDta,  Tnoiua,  Banalor  tKm  OiAa,  MI;  on  tha  ndutM 
of  dntlaa,  400;  on  amandmanta  to  tha  bank  obWi, 
4Sa ;  on  diBttibntlon  of  praoeada  of  land  aala^  M :  ■ 

jnocAoB^a  D^  ^ttDatt.-~AB /iKl«a,  ToL  T. 
Sieiti  Mt  ZfjwirK— iSm  JMea,  tdIb.  1,  fi, 
Bo!4cuHzt  DtpartnunLStt  Indaa^  toL  L 
AuCBldi)  PawL—Stt  Irvine,  toL  L 
EkyiitHaUon.—Stt  India,  rola.  %6,t. 
BiyndUtinagaUnH\tr1oIHco,—S4»Iitdm,'rA%. 
BrpmdUitrM,  BedueUox  ef.—3»*  Itutai,  tbL  T. 
Brftorinn  BrjHattim.—S»t  IiLdtK.  tdL  tO. 


Fidtral  j9dii—.~ 


A.Im^  TOh.  1,  E,  and  AdMTolat 
(Ab  CtnuMMdMi. 
M.,  BapraaentaUTa  firom  Bonth  CaroUBa.Hi' 
*,  EapreaanUUTB  from  TarmonI,  Hd    5a 
■.S,»^10. 
riLLua,  Rapra! 
rUg  qf  Ma  tMttd  aala.—3€»  rndse,  toL  1. 
fToHda  Land  CIa<mB,— In  tba  tlooM,  a  bill  flir  tl 
into^ooDridered.  S3;  ic 


.i  by  Ih 


id  BeUin 


Ki  the 

WUpr 

poaaan 

0  new  principle  In  lagUaUfli. 

objoot 

o^ulitcg  ipKl* 

Uibaaala 

tbaadj 

>oftbaHel*lma,«3:llrat 

attomptloraT 

arte  lb 

declilon  of  Conn 

iloloiian, 

thiam 


in  will  introduea  a 


mirilB 


Bpain,  In  regard  to  landBi  00 


Ita  object  t  «3 :  the  poUcy  or  Fiance.  En(lu4 

b  placed.  S9;  1 
I  Imlt^  ToL  10. 
nmda  4flHn.—S-  ladim.  toL  T.  Canal— 3h  Ate(  td. 
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aacupiiiioH  o/.—Sm  Ixiltie,  toL  *.     PurcAait  qf.—SM 

laO*!,  ToL  B.     Wnctm-Sei  India,  toL  S. 
Itarida  aad  Otorgia  Boundary  ZJrM.— la  ths  Hoiuii,a 

meiHge  i^IiiUva  Co  received.  541 
Plotd,  ioaa,  lotUr  on  runcriJ  of  Wuliliigtoa's  nuuliu, 

MR. 
Fwn.SunnL  jL,eaUie(*n*nlm]>pnip[tiitiaii,K)«;  Ben*- 

tof  IVoni  ConDoctlca^  84T ;  on  BeTOlntlonvr  pontlana, 

HI.     Sti  Indm,  Toll.  *,  10. 
FboCi  KMcrfaWan.— Sm  /itrfm,  loL  lOi  PJiblUi  Landt. 
ro»D,Jiii«,EeprM«it4UTe  Jtom  Peniitrli«lU,6»a.    8u 

IltdVB,  TOl.  10. 

Poreltn  Mlnlaltrt,JI6iM  qf  FrMltet.-^Su  IndtB,  ToL  & 

FOTtign  RaaUon».—St*  India,  toU  1,  B. 
,  Fortigiurl.  PetUioni  froia.~SM  ladeB,  Tol.  GL 

FouTtD.  Jdhi,  oa  tbeoidbiuil  K»d  ln0bla,243;  aatlui 
TurUth  cDminlKtan.143;  Senstor  )W>m  aaar^a^MI; 
onWuhlDetoD'sblrtli[li>7,S8Ii  od  the  ■ppomoamaDt 
UU.113,«Sa;  (iiilheiDlidaiilaOiutenuU,MJ;  untlie 
Bfilglam mluloD, US i  an  clilm  i;enclei,MIj  on  »■ 
chiitet  of  Uio  UnlUd  SUtu  Bink,  1S4 ;  on  ■  gtatus  of 
VuUaKtafl,4>T;  ontLeSegliUrat  D«)utaa,TSJ.  Si* 
Trtdia,  TOL  Vt. 

Fmtxi,  Tbohu  F..  on  the  UayiTlllo  road  bill,  U;  on 
r  printing  the  Jodloluy  report  fSA ;  EBprqeaUtlTe  boiR 
Oeorgll,  OSS ;  SD  tho  Imolvsnt  debton'  bill,  ten ;  on  tba 
oonduct  of  the  bank,  <IBj  on  ■mgtliig  aoa9tal^  647 ;  on 
•abscrlblog  for  the  Beglitor  of  DebatH,  TSA,  T3S.  j^ 
JniliiE,  ToL  10. 

France  CoavenHon  uti/k. — In  the  Houm,  a  bill  lo  oorrf 
Into  effect,  Ac,  cwaildond,  TOB ;  detalli  of  the  bill,  108 ; 
two  fian'  time  enongh  tor  camplelliig  tbe  dnUoa  of  tills 
eomoii»>lon,709;  oonfllcl  between  thoiBterMtaoT  the 
elalnuQta,  T09 ;  tlma  abanld  not  be  neKlIcsElj  prolongad, 
T1>0;  too  great  a  enttaUmebt  of  tTnie  ironld  hare  a 
tendency  to  puib  aildo  amall  gloliiu,  700;  period  of  the 

tlon  to  compeniatloD  propoMd,  710 ;  allowance  too  unill, 
TIO;  a  p«r  dlom  vlU  gat  the  biuloHi  tlirongh  moch 
■oonar,  nO;  comparsd  with  Ui*  amonnC  of  oompenaatlon 
In  other  cuea,  tlO ;  amendment  earTlBd,711;  lUiieDd- 
mant  relatlia  to  ths  dntj  on  wlna.  111 ;  further  debate 
Til;  previous  quejtlon.  Til. 

Franca,  Siiatiirnl  teitlLSt*  Indue,  loii.  i,  i. 

FranUns  Prlciltgt.—Sit  Indie,  Tola.  1,  S. 

Frit  Slada,  ColcHltiUton  qf.—lu  the  Ilania,  a  raHlntlon 
relatlTe  to,  conilderad,  MS,  fie4,  U9,  STO. 

Frttdom  <^  Cmuctfuo*— £h  IndiB,  toL  1. 

FmraaBDiini,  linoDou,  an  the  nmoral  of  the  Indiana, 
in;  on  Che  pnnlahmanl  of  duelling,  194;  Seaator  from 
Hew  Jeraaj. B4T;  on  the  apportloament  bill,  418;  on 
Eavalntloaarr  Fenilona,  441;  OD  a  da^  of  humiliation, 
4Sa;DiiaportrallofW»ililogton,£I)S.   SM /nftt, tdI.  10. 

FrtneA  Coloniol  Tradt.—St»  Indtrn,  toL  9. 

French  DtertM.—St*  Indac,  toI.  IL 

Friie\  Et/ugtti.—St*  Indita,  toL  1. 

Franc\  Sp<^*atiom.—ai4  liultai,  rob.  S,  I,  T. 

FroaUen,  PnttcUoa  itf.~6ee  Indue,  toL  L 

FnffiUctt  from  JwMa.—ate  Indat,  toL  1. 

Fof/Uiw  aiKU.—Se4  Jndat,  toU.  6,8,7,  SUaa. 

Fur  lYadt  ^  Ot*  Wat.—Su  Indm,  toL  T. 


OarrBxi,  HitOAH,  Bepreaanl«tiTa  from  KentDokr,  C8t 

£h  Inda,  TsL  IOl 
Golf  and  Staton  Btettd  PrtnUrL—Slt  Indiai,  toIi.  B,  T. 
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eioryta  MUUta  CXaim*.~~St*  Indax,  lole.  B,  (^  T,  S, «. 

atBTOia  C34itm:—Btt  Indtu,  tdL  10. 

Otorjia  Pnitttt.—att  Indtm,  tdL  10. 

Otrman  lanffiian*,  Latet  in.    Stt  Indue,  toL  !. 

QlLHOiB,  Joss.  BepreuntatlTB  ftom  PennajlTanla,  CM. 
Si*  IiultB,  TOL  ID. 

OLOTn,  WiLLUH,  eildnnce  on  tho  njca  of  talt,  1(8. 

Ontd,  Attag  ^— Boaolntlon  lelatlra  to,  offered,  asS. 

OonooB,  WiiJjiK  F,  OD  printing  the  Jodidarj  report. 
SIT;  Sepreeentatlio from  Vlrglala,ega;  onremonlot 
WaahlDgtOh't  remalni.  1)63.    &<7ii<f«,T0l.  10. 

(Treat  BrtliUn.  Silatialory  iltaiiru  an.-^uJndaB,  toL  I. 

Grttlt,  Aid  ta  th6.—Sn  Indtce,  toIi.  T.  ». 

QaiHKiLT.,  QnoiO>,J''..BepreBentatlvefnmlfaHaehns(tt>, 
ess ;  OD  the  qiportlonmoBl  bill,  HT.    Set  Inden,  toL  10. 

OnirriH,  i.  B.,  BepreseDtatlTg  from  Bonth  Cuollna,  IiS& 

aacBsi,  Fiui,  on  tbe  payment  of  wltoeeaea,  ISS;  Sena- 
tor from  TeuDHHe,  MT;  on  the  redncUoti  of  dotlBI, 
89S;  onReTolutlourjpeniioiu,440;  on  BeToIntlonarj 
peniloos,  Hi;  on  rednctloD  of  dntlei,  Old.  Stt  ladae, 
ToLlO. 

Gvatemola,  Xltiion  1o.~Id  the  Senate,  aD  approprlatloD  for, 
cflD>ldered,4t3;  whollf  □nseoeaurT,  443;  the  Baaite, 

Important  trade  batwsen  Giutemala  ud  the  United 
e  appropriation  is  Immedlatelr 
imlDalloD  would  be  eenanrablo. 


Gualtmaia,  Ml— ion  ln—Sta  India,  toL  B. 

Oiinboati.-~St*  India,  vol  1. 

Gdbut,  Ub^  elected  Chaplain  of  the  Hosh,  ZO. 


Mabtat  Oorpiu,  SutptntUin  o/.—Sn  Indae,  Tola,  B,  8. 

nuL,  Gn.  WiLLUH,  commonlcatlon  on  talC,  198. 

Hall,  TnoNaa  H^  BapraHmtallio  from  North  Carolina, 
egs.    Sm  India,  Tula  0,  T,  9, 10. 

H  m,  WiLUUt,  Beprceeutatlra  tram  TcBDeuoe.  MB. 

SaatUon,  Altaandir,  Rtfort  qf,  at  Sicrttary  ^f  1)4 
TnoKiry.—^t  India,  i\A.  1,  TWamry, 

KawoKa,  JoaaPH,  IfcpreaentatlTe  from  New  Hampahlre, 
bSa.    Su/>»f»,voL10. 

nuK^  Bonnr,  Senator  from  Indiana,  847. 

Uarvumy  in  Indiana,  So-Otty  qf.—Si*  Inda,  toL  S. 

Hxam,  Jaaxm  U.,  SaproantatlTe  from  New  Hampahlrc^ 
089. 

Hiunon,  W.  IL,  commnnlcatlan  on  Bait,  170. 

Hawb.  ALBUt  a.,  BepreeeDtallTe  fVam  KenlDokr,  SSa. 

Hawktvh,  MicajAH  T.,  EepreBeDtatlTe  from  North  Car^ 
Una,  636.    ^ee /lufsl,  toI.  10. 

Hathi,  Bobut  T.,  oa  th*  punlahmenl  of  dDeUlDf.  IM; 
23fi;  ODthenaUoDaliDadlDOhKUO;  on  the dntlai  on 
Iron, 3^;  Benator  from  South  Carolina,  MT;  on  ra- 
duetlon  of  datlei,  883 ;  oa  Waohlngtnn*!  birthday,  88T; 
on  the  appartloDment  bill.  418;  on  the  reduction  of  da- 
tlei. «».  481.  48S;  OD  tha  Culonlutloa  Boclelf,  487, 
488;  <HiBeT0lallonarTpeDilaDi,438;  oa  the  Belglura 
mlulDD,44S:  an  amandmaDU  lo  the  bank  charter,  481; 
on  dlitribatloD  of  prooaedi  of  lalei  of  poblle  landi^ 
SD9 ;  DO  reduction  of  dutlea,  610. 

Hatub,  Cbaslb,  £.  on  the  UBfiTllle  road  bill,  M ;  on  th* 
duty  on  sugar,  188;  on  prlatlag  the  Judlclarj  report, 
BIT.    5a#/n<iee,ToL10. 

Btatlun*,  pTBponatlng  Dm  Qotp^  aneng.—Bi*  Indta 
ToLT. 

Hunaa,  Vilua^  BepreHatstlTB  from  PinniylvuiU,  DS& 

ffmp,  Atntriean.—Sii  tnder,  Tol  T. 

HurariAD,  Chablb  B.,  wltneai  on  tha  trial  of  Jndg* 
Peak,  184. 
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Hxrouou,  WiLLUK,  on  Um  Put  OlBw  Drputnwnt,  IX; 
an  th«  dae«ue  at  Jun^i  Hobla,  1ST ;  BbbMot  from  Id- 
dUu,MI;  onUiendBctlonof  daltM,4Sa.    8*tI»dtB, 

TOlLB,ia. 

Enx,  lLu.a,  Bcnitar  from  Niir  Himpililn,  MT. 
BoiMB,  jAin*  I^  BepruaDUtlFa  horn  ICuuohiuatti,  ESS. 
ffodgton,  Bebteea,  PiUUm  af.—8M  ItOta,  thI  0. 
Homtijv,  MioBAU^  ta  ttttrtaot  of  PnaldeDt>  nuBHtg*, 

ITl :  oa  the  Lire  Oik  FluUtlou,  177 ;  BapnMuUtlTt 

IhimNawTart^MSianinl[ilBiamilalJai,(l8S.    et*In- 

<I«.\  roll  ^  «,  la 
Haeu,  Wttt..!.    BepraHntnUia  Dxim  Boith  CvaUnt, 

Eta ;  on  thB  reUif  oT  Blthop  Fligat,  tat. 
BoLLUD.  CoumJOl,  Beiin«ntUln  from  Milne,  ESS. 
Houn,  JouH,  on  ths  datlea  on  Iron,  US ;  on  Uw  Poit  Offlsa 

DeputanBDt,  MB;  Boutor  from  Ifilna,  MT;  on  tha 

mlMlmi  to  flnatamala,  Ml.    &>  JiKto,  toL  10. 
Boms  J}rpartm4nt.—8»*  /wlao,  ToL  B,  wd  /ndaa,  tdL  1, 

IktaMtt  DipartiimL 
Boatt  jrani(ibi:terM(Mnfn  Ua  £!»(«&— A«  Adao,  ToL  B. 


>Dlliaiu 


How,  His 

Berfnt,  Vit  Sbx^-i^-aar.—Stt  fmlMt,  roL  ID. 

Bontt  lottinOtt  StmincU  War.-Set  Indtm,  TOL  T. 

foua.— Conrcnu  it  Ont  Hulan  of  Twesly-Ocit  Contnn, 
S;  utJosmiitelasaarflntMaalonaf  Tmntj-fintCoD- 
Cnw,108;  coavenci  itHcoDd  HBlan  ot  Tirantr-Onl 
CongTSH,  £69 ;  adjonnu  at  wwond  asHlan  at  IweolCj- 
Unl  CoDgrsB,  SM ;  mnTeiua  ■(  flnt  aeidao  oT  Twen^- 
■aeond  Congnu,  eSS ;  a^onrna  it  cloM  of  fliit  aaaaloa 
of  Twonty^ooiind  Congrria,  IK). 

/Ttnufon,  Gmerat  SamutL,  Oatt  qf.—ln  ths  SeniU,  ■  mai- 
lags  from  ths  Home,  reqneitlng  tha  preaatiee  or  ecitain 
memben,  US ;  Ihto  gnstod,  MS. 

In  the  IlDoaa,  i  letter  to  tha  Bpenkoi,  compliliilng  of 
I  breach  of  prlrllege.  <M ;  reiolnUon  (a  uroat  Hooiton 
oirerMI.Ml;  caaaafBuidiUud  Whltnar,  U4;  aoom- 
mlttoe  of  lDqnlT7,  tha  ntmoet  extant  It  la  proper  tj>  go^ 
SM ;  (he  oanitltntlon  ImpentlTelr  ciUi  on  Ul  to  piotoot 
onnelru,<M;  nipendmeutlo  Tehi  to  a  oommitlceot 
Inquiry,  US;  Ihla  iineitlon  Uaehea  tha  ptivHsgea  ot  tha 
people  of  Ohio,  MS;  haa  the  Sonie  povar  lo  ast  onder 
the  lesolDUoD,  ud  In  whit  muDar  Bhonld  the  naoInUOD 
boexocutedT  A4E;  via  the  right  to  puLUhanchonttagei 
to  be  1  mere  bvren  right  t  UE ;  eiperlenoe  of  Fnooe, 
•W ;  poirir  to  pnnlih  fop  oantempli  Is  the  BrlElab  Puv 
IlUDflnt,  Etg;  no  IndlTidnal  ehirged  with  contempt 
■honld  be  locircentod  la  the  flnt  inatanee,  a4fl ;  uanal 
eistomor  thaHDiue,  Ud;  called  Co  IniUtDte  ■  proeaed- 
IngalTaetlng  Uie  llbertrof  thadUien,MTj  objoetjoa 
to  baaing  the  wimot,  UT ;  Itata  ol  the  qnsatlon,  HI ; 

Igjorlooe  bearing,  £19 ;  irhj  did  sot  Congraia  aontlaaa 
to  UH mbia  In  PhlUdelpUa  r  US ;  two  propodUou  be- 
lbntheHoaae,U8i  powerot  the  Home,  MB;  farther 
nmarki,  M>;  leaolntlon  onled,  MS. 

Mode  of  proceeding  In  tha  caae.  IGO ;  iddreu  of  the 
Speaker  to  Houiton  irbea  placed  it  tha  bar,  SN;  replj 
of  Bositon,  SU ;  order  of  prociBdltigi  raported,  (EO ; 
oharge  attted,  BOl ;  Itiawirof  IToDaCoo,  S51 ;  Interroga- 
tarie>,CSl;  teatlmonf  at  atinberTfi  US;  coirsipond- 
eaoa  batveen  Hooiton  ud  Btanberr^,  033 ;  qaeittoaa 
ieirltneu,CBa;  further  praeaadlngs,  OBI. 


Dafanc 


whatoughttabeChcc 


eaniUtatlon  thaao 


impta  Id  England,  SBT; 


mutba  trKed,aBI; 
la  thli  power  ■  ntcEiairj  ind  proper  one  for  thh  HmhT 
BBS ;  It  li  inconslatMit  with  the  poven  dpnadr  (tna 
hj  tha  conaUtntlon  to  other  d^vrtmenti,  W;  H  b 
within -he  praUbitloa(ottlioo«ialltotiBa,«;  Itn 
be  exardaed  otiij  In  tha  -wvj  preaolhed  bj  [it,  W; 
legal  anthon,  UdL 

WlutlB  tha  aatnro  <f  tha  ehargel  tt>;  wlntkli 
haTebeesaddncodtaprorelcr  ««;ltlaBldUaaUick 
waa  made  tor  wordantlered  In  thla  place,  Ml;  n^lfa*  0( 
the  aaaoaar,  (W ;  aml^ad  fbr  the  offuue  of  having 
redreaaad  i  penonil  wrong,  fldB^  It  li  aald  tha  UgUa- 
tlon  of  the  Hooaa  Duj  be  eipoeed  to  dugs  IT  It  aag- 
lacta  to  pnnlih  In  UiU  au^tM;  tUi  bedjdilm  Is 
exarclja  a  prlvUage  which  li  nndeflned  and  lacfliBpn- 
heoalble,  BM;  Impartant  these  prlT'le«a  ihinU  ^da- 
0ned,MT;  appreheniiana  teem  to  ba  aBtzHilHd  IM 
Tlolence  shoild  aome  da^  be  need  to  abildga  ttia  il^ 
of  theBonae,  BBS;  aiimplaa  hiiBbiiad  b^thaUifaii 
of  Greece  of  the  inbTenlon  ot  llhertlea  I7  the  L^ 
UtBre,SBa;  therightaoT  mlUlosi  lnni(nd,M:M- 


The  onlr  qoeetion  ii  whether  thti  hatleiT  ni  ^ 
fficted  for  the  eania  atated  In  the  letter  to  tha  SpotK 
Bn ;  hai  the  Hooia  1  tight  to  take  eogBlana  ot  la 

membarwhaapeakibllaentlmantarna;  UvUIki 
breach  of  privilege  la  lald  to  oosllat,  BT3 ;  eppflaltta  la 
Jadldal  anthorlt;  Is  Penu^lTuda,  BIB;  deUKBH; 
tha  SaniUe  moat  bo  iham,  It  la  aald,  CTB ;  >  pownfld 
party  Jendlng  their  effbrta  U 
dldary  and  of  the  Senate,  I 


prlTllegea,  BTfl ; 


or  impunltlev,  BIT ;  f 
ird.B]T;  la  thla  Boui 
I  breach  of  piiTlIege  T  BIT. 


of  tha  J 


iir,in;lhi 


ODlf  anie  of  oatnge  li  the  one  aaalgned  ti  tba  ib 
079;  declBlonaof  EngtUhaDcir1aiiotapplkablabBrt,l1l; 
tbe  £sgllih  Parliament  asd  the  AmatJon  Coapa 
Srg;  eannoti  membac pnbllih  hla  ipeeck wHhootdl- 
Testlnghlmaelf  of  hlaprfiUegBr  BSD;  thetlBlilK'Iki 
people  of  Ibli  ITslon  are  Inrolrad  In  tbe  ilacMa  it 
thl>qiiullaD,B30;  la  Honaton  golltr  ot  a  breach  <(  Ik) 
prlTllegeiof  thlaHonaar  BBO;  eonne  of  cba  Una, 
BSD;  tbondallon  ot  the  power  It  It  piopoied  leuocM 
on  tbli  occaalon,  tSl ;  Istenllon  c^  tbepitrUige,M; 

the  eoneaialon  of  the  power  to  panlah  IM aett  in I'' 

ted  In  tha  Hooaa  rellnqniahea  tha  whole  greud  «(  IW 
argsment,  BBS;  the  qneatlos  of  Ihet  dlacoaed,  M; 
(tatement  of  Senator  Bncknar,BBl;  etor  what  n*  Itii 
IgnomlBlDiuehutlBeniant  Inflicted  I  BBS;  liE^Bli 
member  Is  hli  plaea  mij  make  a  ohargo  or  prepcaa  la 
isqnlrj  npon  oommon  thme^  SH\  rale  of  the  Sagbt 
Parllamest,B8t;  the  aaaaalf  and  batlerr  were  te  «i* 
ipakeo,  BS3;  prnModlBga  of  the  Kn^bh  ParilesMt 
fiU,a8B;  praeUeeand  ptoeeedlD^  la  Ihb  Haii«,K; 
InlesUonofthaltameiiofthe  aonatlCntlo>,BST;Aattv 
debXe,  SSB;  Boulan  declared  gnUtr  ef  thi  thanti 
BEA;  paperfrom  Honiton,  BBO;  repdmand, Bft;  Wlvr 
tot)u<Hoiw.e«a 

BowuD,  BiRjAiaii  a,  on  the  BalUiiMn  and  WaAlaglaa 
road,  XS) ;  BepreaantatlTO  tkwn  Marrbnd,  BBS ;  •■  U* 
apporClonmant  bill,BBT;  on  the  aiainii  ct  GeHge  E- 
Mitchell.  TU.    &a /iidais  ToL  m 

HcanuD,  BuiST,  BepresantatlTe  Ihn  Kew  Huapddit, 
ESS;  on  thoippartlDnmentbtil,Bn.    i8ia /"div^ '<'■  1* 

HuanB,THOKiB  B.,  BepteiesUllTefroBiHev/veir,BA 

Buirr,  jDHiTH*!!,  Bopr«ientaaT«  from  TenMot,  OS;  ■ 


.yGoogIc 


Uw  mnonl  of  WiBhltigtoa^  ttatiat,  SB> ;  dieim  oC 

BnnsaTDi,  Jun  V^  nUtlTe  to  Jndgi  Paok,  >S ;  <ra  la- 

soWsntdabtan,  KIT;  BipniHBUtlTS  horn  OouiaotliBit, 
na;  on  Um  Soath  Cinliu  elilmi,  BM 
Airen,  pnipoMd  TrrUort  ^.—Sl*  /wd«^  vol  10. 


Ihd^  Prxb,  Jr^  B<pnMBtitlv«  Rvm  Puiiurlmili,  BBS; 

en  UK  cUlm  of  Honroa.  IM.    Stt  Adte,  toL  10. 
AMwXf  Admtmien  qfSte  IkdAii,  tdL  «. 
JWhpU  and  IReMtm  CViiwJL— IfoUoB  to  neooMdar  Uw 

TeMb7whleliaabmraUtlTetoiriai4HC«l,S«j  loat, 

MB. 
Imptaekmrnt—Sit  fndtu,  mt^  S,  Id 
ImfiiTU.—8f  DvUa  oh  fsifwrtft 
A^prfwMuM  ;br  0aM.--A«  Adas,  ToU.  T,  ^  t. 


Imatmtillf  fir  8peUiM>iu.—3M  Imdta,  toL  1.  Ortat  Brl- 
lota. 

AuHcMM,  Aamlntim  i^.—St*  hdtit,  toL  S: 

ImUama  OutoL—itta  IMni,  toL  8. 

JiuHait  4fiitr§.—Ia  tba  Hinua,  ■  mamorUl  ralaUra  to  tha 
act  ftw  the  axohui^  of  Unda  wSth  oartaln  ludlu  bibaa, 
■It;  queatlon  of  eonddantloa  piit,>lB;  dabata  on  ■ 
qiuMJaii  oT  anUir,  nv ;  eouldgndoa  oanltd,  !S0.  Baa 
Aidaa,ve\.t.  Dc  Agtiuilat.-~Baa Indaia,yot.Ul.  J>9. 
OapiMi  kmlml.—Saa  Adao,  toL  T.  Do.  FOeiery  Syilam. 
-At  Imdta,  tai-t  D».  ZandawUMitaSbit*,  JUghit 
Mir.-dM /ixta^  ToL  1.  Do.  TaUwaH^aeBoetr 
jr«iMa<M-flM/iKteg,T(d.a  Da.  Trtbaa-SMlndaii, 
ToLt. 

raOian  Mileiiarli  tmtpHmtad  <*  a*oraUi.—\a  tba 
HoiiH,it>«(KlannIatlnto,a8;  murka,  W4,  W6. 

Adtan  AaloMotM,— In  tha  Beoala,  a  rsiolsClon  ralatlTB  to 
ODB^and, IM;  tlw Sanata  isd  tba  »tiau  baraarlgbt 
to  know  aa  PrHtdesfi  paUe;.  IW ;  proTlalaiu  of  tba 
la*  or  Ism,  in;  meauc«  at  PrxIdcDt  ITaiblDgton, 
Iftl;  prladplca  nod  spirit  of 'tha  Indlaa  lotartfliuvD 
ttHcd  tD  Uialt  aoirca,  ISI ;  fDithai  hlitory,  ISI ;  boim- 
danT  UoH  of  tha  Tarrttorr  batwean  tba  UnlMd  Btataa 
and  Oia  Indiana  tneed,lH;  aoine  of  tba  fHtorea  of  tha 
SMifte  lagUmtlan,  IH ;  iwolqtleo  adopted,  in. 

fcdldH,  Eamuma  ^  (*&— In  tha  Hoiiaa,  ■  bill  to  pnTlde 
IM  tha  nmonl  ol,  wait  of  tba  MiaiEHlppI,  H;  It  pro- 
poM(  oilf  *n  apptopiiatlon  to  mnj  Into  alhct  aiUOnc 
mmtraalA  and  baatla^  M;  ameDdmaut  dlacoaiad,  U; 
nta  at  tba  d<l«(«tlaD  from  Oaar^la  on  th*  Mil  of  IBM, 
tad  OH  lb*  praaant  ona,  M ;  arplaiutlodi  0A;  pnTlooa 
qnaatlon  morad  and  loat,  H;  irhit  vaa  the  aondlUon  of 
tba  Indian  tn  regard  to  bla  right  to  land  and  (oil  apon 
tUa  omitlnent  balbr*  and  at  tba  Uma  of  tha  arrlral  of 
tb*  wfalta  1MB  r  M ;  bad  ther  aneb  1  right  u  to  eiclnda 
othsn  from  IMldiig  ■  rMUng-plua  from  panaentioo 
and  wibI,  and  maUag  it  tba  land  af  dtUlBtlsn  aod 
in  appropriation  of  boU  nnknawa  to 
B,M{  ibaqa«tl<nHttladAirna,»T:  Tlanof  Tat- 
tal,>T;  eonlrBetabanrMatbawttlen  aod  Indiana,  (I; 
tha  Indian  nanr  waa  tanut  of  the  aoll  In  uy  aania,  H ; 
Ou  aatonl  right  to  a  aban  of  tba  globa,  M ;  what  na  the 
pollCleal  eoadltloB  of  tba  Indbuu  In  ngard  t«  England, 
altar  tha  oolonr  waa  oolonliadr  K;  rightaof  tbaHtaCaa 
■ftar  tha  «Ioaa  of  tba  BoTolatloii,  K;  thair  JorlidlctlDD, 
Wi  natora  and  aitant  at  tha  jDrladlaUon  dilmad  bftb* 
Saatam  Btatai  otbt  tba  Indiana  In  Ibelr  llmlta.  100; 
Haaaaahofatta'  Jorlidletloii,  100;  Conaactlomt  Jailadlc- 
UOO,  lOB ;  aoTaralgitr  arer  tha  Indiana  daioied  bj  Maw 
T0Tk,ll)l;  thia  claim  of  JarUdhtloneallaetliatr  admit- 
Ud  bjr  tb<  BtalM,  101 ;  pmolk,  101 ;  groonda  apon  Tblcb 
ltladeaUd,101;lto*MnraptloBmwi»  Is  bahalf  of  tha 

Touzn.— u 


Oharokeea,  IDS;  right  ot  th*  Charokeaa  to  tatabllah  an 
Indapandent  goremment,  10S ;  It  la  old  that  In  tb«M 
tTMtlea  tba  trib<a  an  oallad  natlont,  lot ;  olberarttt* 
mcDta  agalnat  tha  Indepondanoa  of  Indiana,  IM;  rigbl 
Df  the  United  Buloa  to  maniga  all  aSUn  with  lbs  In- 
diana, IM;  bill  ordarad  to  tba  third  reading,  10& 

/■(UOM,  CUr<it4*.—att  India,  Tol.  II 
and  C^oetaar—8tt  Itdta,  iiH.  i.  . 
—Sat  Adeo,  toL  10.  Do.,  fterlda^Saa  Indn,  voL  ■. 
Do,  Qai^aie.Si*  Ittdtm,  toL  ».  i>o,  Santvai  i^t^ 
Saa  lBdaB,nL  10.    Da.,  Se<Mani.~~aaa  J«du,  toL  Mi 

Indian  War,  Votunttara.  —In  tha  Beaate,  a  bUI  amende^ 
ulhorldng  tbg  Praddent  to  reealTa,  Ao.,  4S9 ;  amand- 

MB;  tbla  nombar  amplr  mffldant,  US;  canaa  at  tba 
aniUt7ontblainhJ*et,48>;  momilad  Bangan  (ba  beat 
daaerlptlon  of  lrDopa,4SS;  vlll  Coiwreaa  Tota  ua  tha 
meuu  at  datuoa  or  notf  dtO;  aittot  of  the  Indian 
eoBstiy,  tM;  prooaedlgga  agaliut  the  Indlaiii,  «M; 
anatuhDaaM  moTed,  «t ;  carried,  «M. 

Jasuaou,  Bufh  L,  on  tha  raaniinla]  of  Jcdga  Peak,  HI ; 
ODtheTnrklahmlialon,SM;  RopraaaotatlTa  IMm  Con. 
naetlsnt,  GW;  on  the  tarll^  CTS;  on  the  mamotfalof 
Bntlab  enttJaeta,  tU.    .Sm /adfo^  Tola.  8;  S,  10. 

Jnaatoeni  JlaMorK— In  UiaSanalB,  the  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of 
oonaldervd,  US;  ob|eet  of  tba  blll,«»;  dlatlngn[ah« 
batiraen  mere  dibt  and  oQidal  dallnqnenej,  IN;  pro- 
poaaa  a  poUle  and  open  proeaedlng  to  aecertaln  tha  beta 
la  each  oaao,  MO ;  allocether  retroq«eU>e  la  Ita  opera- 
tion, 100 ;  ordered  to  third  raadlBg,  MO. 

In  tha  Honaa,  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  oonaldervd, 
US;  the  bill  DoBtalna  aalraalngla  p^lnclpI^  BM;  Uw 
EuenUre  poaa«*eu  no  power  at  pnaant  to  eompromla* 
with  Ita  debtora  and  aesapt  a  put,  SH ;  tbla  bill  onght  to 
pam,  areii  if  onr  poller  wai  porelr  ulflih,  8U ;  illoetn- 
tlon,SIO;  will  reatore  numr  clll»iuUi(iefiilDeia,SM; 
tba  Ull  la  antlrelf  retroapaellTa  la  Its  natnre,  8ST ;  Ita 
paaaags  doe  to  the  pnbUo  debton  embracod  In  Ita  pi«- 
vtalona,  otjaotlona  oonaldered,  SST ;  ordered  to  a  third 
nadlag.UB. 

In  the  Honae,  a  bill  granting  relief  to,  ooaddaredt 
001 ;  object  of  tbe  bill.  Ml ;  to  earry  oDt  a  pmlona  aet, 
001 ;  tbla  ast  liable  to  tba  uma  objecUona  u  tba  Ibnnar, 
OOS ;  goea  mnch  tkrtbar  than  tha  ptarlooa  hill,  009 ;  cob- 


Afarcmrfc,  CtmMrotai;  De^JF^tlvn;  Da^  Jfom.~SH 

/ndeic  ToL  L 
Intartt  du*  to  eartal»  Statat—Saa  Imdax,  toL  10. 
Inismal  ImproeamanU. — In  tha  Hooao,  a  reaolntlon  rala- 

tlia  to  the  Ibrtber  praaacntion  o^  conUaued,  SIB.    Sa* 

Huha,  Tola.  T,  8,  >,  la 
/iwoUd  Corpa-Sia  ^utas,  tdL  &. 
lamn.t.  Jama,  oa  the  pajnient  of  wttaewaa, MB.    AaA- 

ISTn,  TiLUAii  W.,  BepicaantaUra  from  Oblo,  BW;  on  tho 
BnOUo  and  Hew  Orleana  road,  ■ ;  on  lall  aprlngi  la  HU* 
nDl>,81I.    &• /adaa,  ToL  lOb 

Iiaon,  Jaoob  C,  BapraaentitlTe  from  Tanneaaea,  DM.  Sal 
Jndau,  TOU  T,  B,  »,  VK 


JaOa  <^  BtalM.— Sta  Itidta,  toL  1. 

jAiTia,  LioiiAiD,  Bapteaeatattie  from  Ulloa,  GSS. 

J^iraoit,  TAoKKM,  Dattglitar  t^.—la  tbe  Benalo,  leaTe  aikgd 
tobrlnglBablUrelatlTalo,180;  bill preaentad  and  re- 
ferred, ISO;  hill  for  the  reUef  of  pawd  the  Senate,  «& 

Jliiim,DA*nL,  on  eolonlilBgftee  negroea,5W,IW;  B^- 
reaeaUtlTe  from  New  Bampablra,  SSB ;  ralatlT*  toai> 
natlog  Hoottoo,  tU;  do  tbe  illk  onltnra,  0B& 

Jxwnr,  Puuoaii  Q.,  SeprcaeBtallTe  ftom  Now  York, 
GiS;  an  the  oonTanUon  wtthFrnneo,  TIB. 


jjGoogle 


no 

Jmaoa,  Ctn, 

fomnaw,  Kiauu  IL,  «  ututbiitiM  ttUil  of  Jodga  F«k, 
nt;  MBBid^Biilk,  KB;  RapnwBtUln  from  K*a- 

Itmmnax,  Cauuja  O^  Humwtlitln  ban  ^rfliila,  MB ; 

dMMMd<TM 

itmawTom,1<mtM  B^  Boator  fron  LaBWHa,MT;  on  th* 

BnBBkBWiknuniiBr,  ML    5h  AitM^  Tob.  1,  S,  IB. 
AwMl  4^  A*  AdwHl  <»»HiU(aiL-a*  JUi^  Td.  T. 

AilVM 'Advoi;  AmmmJ  «:-n8H  A<l<^  Tola  1 4. 
AdMory,  OmMvmI  A^fXMM  «;  jlppnipriMloa,  MT, 


ii  lesUaB  If  tiM  Ml  of  ITN  miartod,  KM  t  DotloB 
ftirten  to  IHVMBiB  m!iiorit]rHport,ao{l;  motli 
pBtpmu,  MO;  wkriaOBTMwUI  thi  UU  takailtarUi* 
•»Dd  nadlDtl  Ml;  Ml  tnpoMurt  Mit4*et,  M ;  oWMt 
of  the  pootponunoat,  iOI  i  tke  qiHatl«i  of  Hooiid 
b^  opoB  ts  dlHiMlan,  MI ;  kov  (MM  llH  MU 
nportodt  Ml;  dtboM on tho pootpounnt, Ml ;  pott- 
ponodiBQfl;  mliwrltj  Toport  pmoaUd,  Ml;  noolntloa 
nWIn  to  u  HBuidiiiHit  if  Oa  oOMtttallM  oAtW 
«>d  loil,  BOS ;  MU  nlittn  to  npotflW  tb*  NU  Wdtloi, 
*e,Htotot,Ml;  maUn  to  print cctn aopla of  Of 
nrttrt  fmript^rintlinflWIntiltln.  Bit.  tIT:  aoOMto 
•ml  sat  tk*  npoito  tftv  (ho  quitlaa  mi  HttM,  BIT; 


ttoMlltraf  th*HOllira,nT;  tbs  pnpodtlaB  t 
otidnlonl  to  ■  dlMntatton  tf  tk*  Dnlati.  BIT ;  . 
'  -|a,nTi  Itioo 


UoOom  to  piUt  nport  oMitfdmd,  Bl 


impbtad  hi  tha  oouotttatlaa,  BIB;  Bibor 
eigt,S»;  tnlfth  Hctlon.BM;  tnBtf 
M;  tho  povoT  It  ooBtm  to  t»-aBaitB« 
■a  Baddgu  of  tha  Btata  Oouto,  BH;  dott 
iipoworl  MB;  Ula  Botaiwd- 
a,  BBI ;  to  «ia  drtBtw  «r  tba  State 


jndgnMBU 

M  of  Mr. 

Aof  JutadloUoa dalmod  wU«k  hM  beao 
daotod  bjrtbaantlKiritlBiof  Osoiili,BBt;  nsuukaDf 
th*T«poct,S»;fUtk«rMttoBif  SmtToiICiBIB;  powir 


tk(^>d«Mif  tUi00Qtt,IM;  right 
ud  prapar  that  bath  npwtota  paUlibad,  aiL  Affit- 
A«mi.^B,B,l<lL 


Kanoi^  Wiuua,B*pi«MBt*llT*ltomOU4fiML    JImA- 

dMnLIB. 
ftKfim  OMtga.—llt»  Indm,  ToL  B. 
KainoK,  LoBSt  BTUaasa  OB  th*  uw  of  lall,  Itt. 

~        ~    ~  roftoBlbrjlBDd, BBS;  oath* 


Kit,  Ur.,  (fiailBc  qiaaeh  IB  OMoM  of  HoBBta^  I 

Kao,  Abab,  BopnauilBtln  bom  Ph^tIthIb, 

Kno,  WiLUU  K,  BtaMor  ft«  AkbBBB,  MT ; 

dootka  oTdntlM,  4M;  ob  n^trit^  tha  dtaU 

XtflMiDB,  -V  OTidaiiea  ob  th*  bm*  oT  ailt,  UB 
KnsB^  Bbbbuh  K,  SUBtoc  ftwB  Shod*  Uiat 
A<(i«  rob.  T,  B,  g^  IB. 


Lu«mn,  AuNhidt  1il-^8m  Ad<^  rolt.  1. 1 1. 1. 
Zob  Bupirler  Oopptr  Jflfu.— «m  /xfM  nb.  ^  I,  S. 
I.uuB,EBnT  a.,B«piwaBlMlT*lMai  aao((b,BM.   I 
JMaB,TaLla 

to,  Iram  tha  Sauta,  00 

BH  1  daftcta  or  tha  bw  of  iBit  MMk^  BBB ;  tU*  MB  to- 

tandad  to  aqBBlli*  th*  ^■■tlM  of  IbBt  M^  BBI ;  pan* 

nponwhlolitliiitni. 


bill  nbttra  to,  SOB,  101 

TOtl 

,  Tob.  1,  >;<  1. 1.  A«II(XmA 
LuBnos  Snan  Y.,  SapnaantaUn  (Ma  Saw  Tiak.  MB 
LasBBi^  Ooi^  Jon.— In  tha  Baaat*^  a  HO  kr  tha  i4M  ^ 

eoMldand,  ttl;  tha  eat*  of  tBunwa,  tft,  dtg^  43Bi  Hi 

•idarad  to  th*  thlid  iBBdliv  4BB. 
Lawun.  Lm  Sdwabd,  arUanaa  oa  th*  tiW  tf  Jad(i 

pMk,UL 
I«,PBTOi,(intha  BBMoaad  S— OibBa*  fd,  BB;  *■ 

thaa>ltdnl7,  e«.    &(  iiKl<a,  toL  IB 
Zood  JH-M  </ JKkw1--^M  AdiimaL  IB 
Xaod  JMhmv  J>*MrMd  Ad*  <^-»t  AhIm^  nb.  I  «L 

-  HuHFHUT  B.,  B*t«iBintatln  fram  OUi^  Sift 
Liooxm,  JoaiDB,  XapnHBtaUn  Bvn  KHtadv,  BH;  «■ 

tha  ^portkinmaBt  bUl,  UB.    At  Atto^  toL  10. 
IjJT,  J*M».  B*|— BBtotlT*  ftf  How  Tiat.  fllft.    atht- 

dn^ToLla 

'can,  B«un  7.,  ob  tha  Itojirllla  laad  MO,  «,  «; 

B*pn*ultBUTa  Abb  SaBtDokr.GiS;  aa  th*  iiiiBiilil 

orBittbhHl)J*ot(,<U.    «HA<f<a^Tob,T.itia. 
Lnra,  Dnoa  It,  on  nmoral  of  th*  ladbM,  t*\  l^i 

•aotatlTa  from  JUtBtn*,  CM;  ob   illiii«laB|  ■!  tto 

BeBth,T8L 
£A«rte  .J^wof.— Am  A4«,  Tob.  I;  ll 

lOram^Mr.  J^*rura.~gt  Imdm,nLi. 
mant-OmtnL—St  AJaa,  rA.  t 
fiWN  Mrfte-dM  iWa^  ToL  a. 
iMmk  SMMm  «:-&•  Adaa,  Tolt.  ^  d. 
LiiVBJ.  Jitoa  K.  wUmb  IB  tha  trial  of  Jadf*  F^^  OB. 
Um  (M»i«MMimt.-In  tb*  Hooaa,  a  moIbIIh  t^ttn 
Si  oxtnot  ten  th*  n^Mt  if  th* 
Smt,  BT5[  inUMnl^  aadK  vhkh 
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iXnrtH  «>  mftUvtoik— «•  JMo,  ToL  10. 
Iieiiltlama,riirdtatt^.—Sttlitl^nlt.»,l.    B».Tnalt, 

4    Dt.aiat.SttImiUm,-riA.». 

rr-'rr"r  r  i  '  n  i  friiiii[  riiiiir'    irilliii^iil.irn,  ntamad 

iuri|l»d,in.     «M  ilHI«l^  TOL  Ml 

Lovii^  'Wuaix,  iIuiHn  8«»tU7  tf  I1nnt«  MM. 
Luou,  J.  &  C  vlnw  OB  Iki  tiU  of  iDdffi  FHk,  Ufc 
Ltoi,  CBmanm,  BtprMUtaan  Aon  KaMaekT;  IM. 

Ltci,  IUttsiw,  Oa»  ^.-Bm  Hidm,  ToL  ^  BrtoA  tf 


Ltok^  Ht.,  ■ 


JRKiM,  ^<Iiii(h<ok  q^— A«  /Mdo^  ToL  8. 
J(Mm  £«>M  OMn  (/—AH  .AHli^  TolL  1;  t& 
Jftt'O' 0M«ni;  (^M  ^— <ab*  AkIo,  ToL  11. 
HuulIT,  BoLiia  0.,  oB  t«pi«npUeal  •dttoti,  ■;  ob  Ikuda 

InUiaa^loeUaBol  datlii^M;  on  (bo  dnlj  on  Mtt,  n& 

Bt  AkK^  Tsli.  T,  e,  1^  1(L 
MAMDa,  WiLua  P.,BMHlarftnH«cUl  0>nBBa,MT;  on 

tb*  ndDoUoB  of  doUH,  nr. 
liixm,  Jdhl  C,  Bcf  ntSBtitln  ftnm  FnurWul*,  »8l 
Mun,  WiuuK  L,  BBiutor  from  ir«wToik,anj  obUw 

ndooUoB  of  dnUii,  «1T;  on  raohutMof  th*  United 

BtatwBuk,4W, 
mxMi,  Bunm.  W.^  BopnHotatlTt  from  Alibnoi,  H>. 
ttf.—Btbiaim,ttA.%. 
MA.tM,ToLia 


Uurn,  WiLLUK  D^  on  topotn^Ugal  nunj^  ■;  nWiT* 
toJndcs  Pm^Widb  tfaa  JiidldU7bia,aSL    AlJil- 

Marilamd  JCmwWoI  mOt  Mrit  itT  AtfMMl^iMrw- 

AiAtlmToLEL 
Kua>,  Joax  T^  SopfMontitttT*  fton  yicifaili,  BM. 


dm  TDll.  ^  *,  1ft 

ICixwxu,  Lrra,  SaptweilatlT*  ftni  Tligbila, 
hidipi,  TDli.  t,  1ft 

Ma^MU  SaaA-lB  the  Bonw, 
•eilpttam  to  th*  Mo  ' 
vltta  IbU  v^aHoB  to  CoafreM,  U ;  cMfB  of  tha 
toid  which  !•  to  bo  bnpiorsd,  tl ;  norod  to  ttrlto  ont 
th*  Muotlnf  dkoaa,  O ;  *hit  d«  the  oTldonoM  of  Iti 
MUosilltrt  n;  th*  mmj  of  tha  md,  «i  aua  with 
wUdi  nhanlptlOB*  naf  be  got  to  uijr  now  schema, 
«;  B(Db*er4tleBlaitaekitudaoBpTeal>al7thenKw 
twtlBg  u  a  dlnot  approiitlitlon  or  mmMj  ftor  a  nad  n 
aaBal,tt;  BiUoniUtj  of  tha  work,  tt ;  !(■  oljaattUlr 
BTDwed,  U;  the  LooliTlIle  Cknil,  n ;  It  li  aakad  irhjr 
S*Btict7  dOM  not  nuih»  tb*  road.  M;  llluCMlol^  H. 

Hlis  or  toB  hllli  of  thsaame  aharastar  ao  car  «)•■• 
d*T,  U;  eilaBtof  thlinad,«;  othai  bUti  wU A  wfQ 
Mlow  If  thla  !•  aalkortaad,  M ;  ImportaBiv  «r  thb  nib' 
jMtftltbrtbaStattofKaiitiukr,  W;  bat  applhaHao 
A*haammadataOoB(neaftiTaid,<a;  KIihhw 


Ktutaekr.M;  It  i*  tha  fiaat  ntlaDil 
b*BHtUKentnakT,*Dd^th*r  ' 
waat,  M;  toportaaaa  of  tha  man  enaUHhun^  M 

mat  wUI  be  th*  Mnh  of  tUi  ladah  aud*  of  9*Bd- 
tDfiiMiar.iDdwlMtlliaaDMr  91;  all  «aet  «proprla- 
Hau  an  nnjoat  aBd  DBCOUtllBllOD*],  ud  p»n»>ut  witli 
fllwaNiiiii  eoBaeqnanoOR,  fff ;  ariODHat  Id  &Tor  of  tha 
IMl  Btleilr  lUlatfnu,  (T;  hm  pMWd,  OT. 


aQd1>Uli^)*ot*a,ll)T.    Sulm- 


MoOABn,  J<nuTMA«,  Bi 


I,  4;  «a  th* 
if  thalflal 

IB  Inland  porta  of  entry,  tBt;  m 


UoDcin^  Oxnaa.  o 
enltiira  of  Mlk,  n ; 
of  Judfa  Pai^  IM 


ann  dntU*,  HT;  ea  tha  Maoral  of  Waahlaiton'*  »- 
malB^Ut;  on  the  Boath  Camltu  olatm^SMi  m  a 
mlBlMt  to  OolmnM^  M;  on  the  ooadBOtitf  tha  Baik, 
■HiaatharadoaHugfdBtiMtM;  c 


HI    SMAd«,i<lfeT,e,>iigi 
VaUnaM. Bnma, •B*ir«aenlitlTeftwn Hatoe. MS.    5h/s- 

■ta^  Tola.  1, 1ft 
MoKat,  Jum  J^  XepHaaBtaUT*  fton  Bnih  CanUtUt  H8. 
UoKmnda,  T.  IL.  BwnaantatlTa  from  P*>ug>lnal*,  MS; 


<IHM««a,«l;  what  doe*  tha  paper  aoBUBt 
Ml!  Ita  guaiBl  ahantMr  hw  beta  itBtail,  Ml;  wh; 
th«i  iboaU  It  b*  raadtMl;  whraSi  aajraivaet*- 

Ultr  to  u  iMolaBt  IntaMBraasa  bj  tomsDan  la  oar 
aJUBT  Ml)  thai»fBOrtal,Ml. 

Miaam,  Oiuui  F,an  topngiapMail  mnf,  t;  Xapi»- 
i*atMn  Aaa  Yi>ctaU,  Hi;  M  wiial  af  Wahli^ 
toB>iT*BalBa,KI,M8;  oo  (b*  ■•■Ih  OooUaa  elabs, 
M;  oatbemauorlalafBiltlBbntlaotitMl.  &*A- 
J«a,vok(l,»,lft 

HaBBMta,  opana  the  daftaaa  of  Jadfe  Pai*,  Ul 

MwiT,  BAmm,  wttaut  oa  the  trial  of  iaagt  Peek,  UT. 

JTaMo^e.— BflatlTe  to  eertaia  bllla,  IW ;  at  Mooad  Marion 


Id  tbaHoai^iaatlaBtaralHthapocllaareUl^ts 
th*  beak*  to  >  adtat  eoHMlIU*,  n* ;  baportaaea  of  th* 
qDecHoa,  ITO;  laport  if  th*  Ooomilttea  of  W^i  sad 
Umm  at  the  last  aairfoB,  Kt;  their  raport  ooatlnBed  at 
SflTl;  ItartbR  debate,  «n ;  taoUoB  loat. 


jnuo^^  JfamAsnL— In  the  BaOMt,  ■ 

to,  oonaldered,  m ;  objaet  to  adopt  aome  nalArm  mode 
of  ooinpatatlOB,mi  motloB  to  Iv  th*  rasolntlan  om  thf 
UbU,loet,ia;  TceohittoD  adopted,  IE 
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in,  6,7. 
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MMtary  Aeadtmv  and  AiMdtnttt,—8tt  Jnd^a^  • 
MOUaty  Soaa4.-SM  ladta,  tsL  T. 
MiUUa  OoiirU-Xantai.—Sta  IruUa,  mil.  >,  10. 
""■"i  B.  D,,  SButor  fnim  Sonth  OsnUu,  MT ;  on 

In^n'iblttbdij'.SST;  on  tlu  mluIoD  lo  Balgtom,  4U ; 

eo  Wuhlngtoo's  gtiitDg,  tSO. 
HiLLHun,  JoKB  J.,  BipmaanlMlT*  from  Salavars,  588. 
UlLBOT,  Qonenl,  oommanlutloa  on  Mlt,  in 
Mlnt-Stt  India,  toIm.  1,  ^  10. 
JflrtMdn'l  Si^tdUioiK—St  Jndiw,  tdL  4. 
JHMlHliifii  £tv«r,  ;w<  ^ac<;<Kf«t  tf  ^8m  iittla^  Tol  S. 
lltmtljtptmatt.—StAdim,To\.^    Do.  Ttrrltorg—Sta 

Tndta,  nL  *,  TtrtUorUt. 
MiKiiuri.—af  India,  roll.  1,  E,  ^  T. 
JHMnrl,  Z«nd  CBdimt  <■.—«»  /luftt;  toL  10. 
JrlwnH  ZaHd  ffrcHiJt  ybr  Boadt  and  Cattalt,  DootidaKd, 

m 

MmmLL,  Ounaa  CL,  KapntuUtlT*  from  VtrjltMii,  UBS ; 

MiTOBiLL,  TvokjU  B.,  on  mlnlmnia  dntlH,  ESS;  oa  th« 

aonth  Cuollni  numsitil.  Ml.    Ai /<ula^  Toli.  «,  9,  ID. 
JTsiOMM  (HKl  Jitm,  bUl  nliUn  la,  M;  pusd,  ICIT. 
HoBiu,  Bosnn,  on  Clw  BoJIUa  ud  Hot  Orlenu  raid,  UL 

.Sh  Indat,  ToL  10. 
UoiM^  Jauo,  Ciaim  tf.—liL  ths  S«u(e,  the  bill  Ibr  th« 

nlioT  of  eotuldared,  OBI ;  nport  of  tha  eonuultlM,  Ml ; 

hiiAotj  of  thA  uqnliltloD  of  LontoUu^  ihovlfig  Hoa- 

rOfl^igeao^i 


nniHtaluii 


r  Ow  olUiotu  ol  K 


TYsrii,to 


{■of  ■bllI,TlDd]uIed,lH;  tha  i 
Monroe,  IH;  cUlmgd  tliil  the  OoTimnunt  <nai  him 
.       thli  u  ■  dabt,  SHj  lilliidebtorBOt?SH;iiatHiUun- 

lotoDded  Ibi  tha  ua  of  the  Qoionunent,  US;  no  mu- 
DBTof  beneSt  derlTtd  to  tha  tJoltcd  Statu,  SM;  apon 
whit  prindpla  ii  tha  olilm  Co  b*  itutilntd  rm ;  tha 
la(il«iinp«iHtlonmidelbrth>HrTloa,W«;  linshi 
prsDedaat  HI  vo  in  ukad  on  thu  oaculoD  to  eonitltat* 
Doniiitant  with  looad  poUa^f  WJ\  upon  whit  gronnd 
li  tnlanatlo  b«  allowed  If  jon  pif  thli  elilm  I  MI; 
tnfr^-r  eiMM  Mrua  ont  of  th*  bDl  <•  oommlttoa, 
1M{  lort  IB  th*  HoiMi,  MM ;  uneBdmHitl  oUared  to  tha 
btUiMBi  to  nbr  ts  tlia  pnpar  loeoBnang  olDoHi,  8M ; 
tbaalitm  pT«Mnt*d  InlBS^SaS;  ptOTlou  ippUottlOB 
tothaprnvardapHtmantftiilti  illowinoa,  Kl«;  raport 
otlbooammlttaeoflutBaalODiSW;  it  li  Hid  tha  pai^ 
dedia  tha  illovinoo  of  thli  elilm,  BID ;  fnitfaarnmirki, 
BID;  uitBdmest  morad,  311 ;  foithei  dtbite,  til ;  eu^ 
ried,niibUIpUMd,8I4,  ^flaMMli «; *m AuKa, toL •. 

JfMnM  i)M(pta&— Sh  Indm,  TOli.  8,1, 

noon,  OAnm,  Banitoi  from  Alibuna,  SIT ;  on  tha  redna- 
tion  of  dntio,  tl8;  odIiuIIob  of  huh  ■tDakbj'tha 
BlitH,«m 

lloiaui,  WiuuK.  On  Out  <tf.—3t4  India,  roL  10. 

JfoOar  W  thmavdart  Ptrrv-St  India,  toL  T. 

XtaaUd  iivtoOrv.— In  tha  Homo,  ■  bill  nlitlTa  lo  coa- 
ildeied,m;  oUeoUon  to  thaUmltof  the  number  of 
boopi,  m ;  imandment  moTed,  111 ;  curled,  T18.    Sit 

HuttB,  TOll.  4,  10. 

~  '      n  tho  BaOUo  ud  New  Orleui 

ra  from  Panu^lTinli,  A9GL 
UimmD,  SbJIOB  W.,  lattii  on  teimnl  of  Wuhlngton'i 


jrattenal  Obttrtatmy.—Bta  India,  Tcdt.  i,  EL 
IfaianiUiMiM  Lam.— Bet  India,  toIi.  1, 1, 4, 10. 
MivnuR,  AuToxc,  Senitor  Icom  Dcliwua,  UT. 
irooai  AfcitUikm4Hl.-^8M  Ade^  TOll.  1,1,  S,  t,  0,  II T, «,  UL 


iratal  £i^MU.—Stt  India,  toL  1. 

1/avaI  i'MUioa  Amil— Ast  India,  toL  T. 

Xatal  SetaiL—Sii  Ad«,  ToL  B,  ud  f i(d«^  voL  S,  JTotaI 


JTavigation  Lavt. — Ba  JiidA^  ti^  4. 

Xavv  J'lHHon  .ntfuf.— In  tha  Hobh,  i  bill  to  axtand  Om 

panilon  IIM,  ooniidarod,  TOT. 
Sat]/  Tardt,  reaolutlon  of  InqDiiy  relitlTa  la,  m. 
JflgroM,  JVm,  te  On  DiHria  if  CMwuMi.— &i  India, 

TOl.  0. 

Xigmt,  Ki^uippUtg  qf.—SM  Indam,  Tid.  L 
SaiaralSila*toim.~8ittadia,ni».i,i,t>,t,1. 
NiVMAX,  Dunal,  BepnaentitlTe  from  eeoigli,  U&. 
jr«u  Kttiii  and  Miuimrt,  Inland  Trad*  Mkhl-Ai 


/a<I«B,  lolB.  9, 8,  4,  0,  «,  T,  B, «,  10. 
i/laeara  Affbren,— fiu  India,  vol*.  B,  C 
HOBU,  JiHO,  daceua  at;  IST,  888. 

Son-BBparlalten  In  Fonign  JtaCfomt.— dM  /ilda^  TOl.  4. 
jn»i-/iBpor4aH(4L— Am  /Kf«I^  toIi.  S,  4. 
JTm-JfUirenrH.— ,9m  ^iitirwurM. 
JlorOuaMirn  AWKfarv.— £k  Jiid«v  toIi.  S,  1ft 
JTorUtHH  CkoK,  KoflifratiQ*  i,/.—8tt  Indta,  nU.  T.  & 
Ndoiolu,  V.  T.,  BapreHBtUlre  from  Booth  Cknllu,sn; 

OB  Bouth  Cirallu  olalmi,  SU,    On  lnaia,-nlt.»,lt. 


OaOt-Su  Indn,  tdL  1. 

Ooctrpfing  Clabnmt  £andJ.~,Su  India,  yti.  B. 

Qfl««,<ie(r<iiii>,iMA>«irfrv  rMpaoWn;.— AaAd^Ttlk 

f^lceri,  Bitnovai  if.— On  India,  yoi  1. 

QSluri  qf  Ha  Oiittomt.Sfi  India,  toL  T. 

qgica,  PlvaMy  qf—Sn  hdmi,  toL  t. 

OhiQ  Canal,  land  Oranl  lo.-~Sai  Ind^t,  toL  10. 

OUo  Rivir,  /mpraemoia  tf  On  Jfaeigation  ej.—la  Ihi 
Homo,  moUoB  to  approprlita  11(0/100  to,  Ac,  IM; 
ponndi  npon  which  the  imeadmaalihotitd  ba  nlmrlrt. 
884 1  Iti  ImproTenunt  nothing  mora  Ihin  in  utaMlM 
of  ilia  Ohio  iudFenni7lrui[ieuuli,aH;  a  tal;}aci<< 
peit  impoRmoa  to  tha  Weatsni  coontiy,  SM;  the 
Ohio  li  the  molt  Importint  ^'^ff'^r^  at  intaranae  t* 
tho  WMters  8tM«,  889 ;  moUoo  curled,  IBS. 

OUegUti  <!oMrmnin>.-Sit India,  rcL  1. 

Ordtnanei  <f  \Xa.^~Sii  India,  tcIl  ^  4,  and  /itdavToL  t. 
Mifonrl. 

Orbani  IirrUoHii.~8ii  India,  yoL  4,  TVrttofiM. 


/•ul«E,vok.D,>,  10. 
Panama  JUniilirt,  tnitrveUant  lo.—Sf  India,  tdL  M. 
FanaBiaMlmlt>n.—Sti  India,  nla.  S,  1, 

ins,  OTldenoa  on  tha  affect  of  tha  nit  U«*,IA 


Punu,  Su  Hmsr.  ei 


ct  from  the  qnaeh  aC,  14& 


Patant  QSIe»^-au  India,  toI  10 

Palint  to  .<H«H.~In  the  Houa,  a  bill  fbr,  tm. 

Pattox,  Josh  IL,  BapreMntitlTi  from  Ylrginli,  638;  ^ 
tha  conduct  of  tha  bank,  ni ;  on  the  memorial  of  BiU' 
lahaul4acti,Ma;  on  irnatlni  Honiton,  HO, 

Paynunt  i^  InUi-m  tf  SUHt^Sit  iMfao,  toI.  •. 

Pay  ^  JfenAera— In  the  Houaa,  1  nulntiaB  eoiutdaiad.  S ; 
ohloot  of  tho  moTor  mciu  Io  be  an  application  of  a  kr- 
faitnn  of  the  paj  of  mcmban  fbr  tha  pnrpoac  ctfcnrtailinc 
tha  eeiilon,  t ;  tha  elTact  would  bo  to  lv«re  the  bulne^ 
of  leglelatlon  Id  laia  oompatant  hindi,  8 ;  iTBra^  E«i|th 
of  lait  flit  Madoii^  8 ;  not  tha  vlih  of  tho  p«pla  thai 
I  wlUioBt  paj,  t> 
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UMmban  oompellsd  to  go  home  Boon  u  paj  tu  T«dac«d, 
t ;  DompiilKD  bttWHS  Uis  piwenl  uid  finTBer  HHloaa, 
S ;  haite  with  which  bllU  u«  hmrlAd  Ihnnif h  on  the 
Uat  t«a  dAj^  1;  pnp«r  aodv  to  ihOftfib  aeBBfoni  ta  to 
tihefrom  thifiiMput  of  It,  4;  th>  derin  toUmUhnlt 
with  Ihii  CoignB.  4 ;  niolatXim  pWMd,  4. 

A  nulnUoa  nlitlii  tA.  «Dddend,SM,  1ST;  fht  mlo 
invpoHd  (D  be  adopted.  t8I;  (he  rnl*,  1ST  j  uiUBdnHBU 
■ngguted,  S8Tl  rMolatlon  igned  to,  1ST;  further  mo- 
t)oiit,g(»i  Totaon  ttieieiaIntloE,S09;  pua*d,ai]l.  £m 
ffldal^  TOli.  B.  t,  10. 

^Bksci.  Dimi  J.,  on  Ih*  •xpeneM  of  ut7  judi,  ITl ; 
BeprMentitlTo  from  Bhoda  lalud,  BS8 ;  on  the  eUlrn 
of  Un.I>ecitur,eMi  oD  the  lOBTiBtliHi  wllh  tntat, 
1V»-ni.    3ttJmd1i,tii\.lO. 

Pbok,  Jddoi.— Ib  the  Honae.  memorial  of  preaeuted,  S4 ; 
conlenlB,  U;  moUoo  tg  retFr  t«  tb*  Caminliea*  of  tbe 
WhoU,l(J  the  Jodge  ilmplj  aahato  be  heard  befbr* 
ha  ]■  Impeaehed,  M ;  no  BnilbRnlC;  of  precedeotar 
M :  Hdvm  nhoDld  proceed  with  cautloB,  H ;  whf  woBld 
It  Dot  be  proper  to  appoint  eommlealoaen  to  taho  teetl- 
tBOv J  iB  HUhotI  or  elaewbera  T 14 ;  axpUnatlou  1b  tv- 
latlan  lo  matten  cootalnea  la  tbe  aiemarlat,  IS ;  oaia  of 
Baatln^^  Ib  whjob  ha  wai  heard  and  taUmon}-  pro- 
daeed,  befon  the  Hogaa  Totad  to  Impeach  hira,  IS;  the 
raport  of  Iho  Committee  Ib  tbe  pruaat  oaH,  UL 

Tb*  pncUca  lo  b«  pcnued  In  Ihlt  eau,  IS ;  prooeed- 
fsgi  Ib  other  eaaea,  HI ;  tbe  Hooae  baa  bow  aa  Impoituit 
datf  to  perfkinB,  IB ;  the  praetloa,  Ib  o*Mt  of  Impeach- 
BUBt,  la  BOW  to  ha  aetUed,  M ;  tbe  eonrae  ponasd  b; 
tbg  Ji]dldar]rCaBUBlttaa,lS;  Ibl)  la  sot  tbe  ordloary 
Mai  of  acrlmlDa]  belbre  a  coort  of  law,  HI ;  If  the  Homo 
haara  what  the  Jndfe  haa  to  offer  Ib  hla  defimce,  we  act 
iDMUIginllT,  W :  the  preMUt  proceedlog  ihoald  be 
■trlctlj  laparle,  IT;  the  mamben  of  the  Hooae  are 
not  Jodfea  to  tir  or  djndemn  tbe  accoaed,  IT;  the 

IntloB  offered  to  graBt  Jad^  Peck  pennlstloB  t^  Biaho 
aEpUaatloBi,  IT ;  anuBdmoBta  offered.  IT ;  wa  are  only 
to  Emiiilr*,  aad  II  wa  M*  eaaie.  direct  IB  ImpeachmaBt, 
n;  Tiewi  of  the  Jndletarr  CommUteo  relatlre  to  tfaa 
Jndge'e  ooDdoct,  18 ;  otjactloBt  srfad  bj-  the  opponaata 
of  tlM  iBipeaehment  eonaldered,  19 ;  the  Brttlih  praoa- 
danta,  H;  tbia  Hobm  noftha  ftand  InqoMfof  the 
natloD,  n;  Ita  powan,  M;  the  Jaiga  aboald  ba per- 
mitted to  atata  beta  as  Ihaj  appeared  IB  tba  teatlmany, 
and  ihow  how  the  Uw  applied  to  tliem,  80 ;  eappoae  the 
luti  are  diapated.  SO :  eacb  member  muit  jGdge  for  blm- 
mOIH;  the  propoalUaDlailogle  and  simple,  30;  let  the 
Booaa  have  an  opportaoltj  to  hear  the  Tiewa  ot  the 
Jndc*.  30;  otjeot  of  tha  naolDtJon,  30;  wbal  la  the 
proper modeofpnweedlBflbrDBtoadoptTBl;  prooeod- 
iBfi  In  the  cia*  of  Judg*  CIum,  31 ;  what  doca  he  atata 
IB  thla  memortall  Bl;  tha  beat  eonrae  la  that  which  tbe 
Boose  baia  bltbarlo  adopted,  31 ;  coBrae  of  the  Boom 
of  BepreacnlatlTea  of  PeoBirlnBla,  31 ;  let  a  ialtabte 
praoedeBt  now  be  catabllahed  for  fatBre  tlBMS,  311 

^e  acooaed  shoold  haTe  ao  opportnnltj  of  aaylBg  In 
hla  owo  Iielialf  whateier  he  bad  to  aaj,  SI ;  aboold  ihej 
now  BBffor  tha  aconaed  to  go  bejond  tha  teatlmonj  and 
Introdnea  new  hoi*  1 31 ;  bIibU  Om  aeeaaed  bare  now 
another  bcwiiig  baalda  that  hefcre  the  eommltta*  T  SI ; 
If  the  Jndce  baa  ao  oondnctod  at  to  raqnlra  a  eonatl- 
tntlonal  IntarpoaltloD.  we  oBght  Bol  to  shrink  (him  the 
dBty  Impooed  on  bb,  88 ;  llfflonlt  to  define  the  word 
mlsdemeaBor  aa  used  In  the  conetitntlon,  88;  dettnlllon 
uappHed  lotUsesie,  88;  wu  the  eoodnct  of  Ijiwlcs 
■neb  as  to  Jiutuy  the  eoort  Is  treating  It  an  a  eonlemptl 
I  of  tbe  Jnd(^  S4 ;  It  la  lald  that  hla  opin- 
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then  any  tblDf  lapropar  Ib  psbUahlng  bta  oplBlonf  34; 


ix.  m 

did  the  Jndg*  asame  aB  aBthoiitf  he  did  not  rlghlftallr 
psaaeaa  T  34 ;  wai  the  act  of  Lawleae  a  oontampt  of  ths 
eoorttSO;  wu  thla  arttcIaBO  more  tbualklr  andhoB- 
aat  eommaatuy  ob  tha  oplnloa  pBbllshed  bf  the  Judge  1 
3S;  obrlotu  lendaner  of  the  pnblleatlon,  33 ;  lhedcal(B 
was  a  eonlempt,  83;  are  wo  obliged  to  isppoeo  Uw 
Jod^  had  anj  other  motifs  than  to  nphold  tba  honor 
and  parity  of  the  court  f  K ;  are  the  drcnmatABeea  BBOh 
M  to  iBfer  aBhoneat  or  a  BuUdona  latent  T  3t;  what 
motlTB  coold  the  Judge  bare  to  oppreaji  this  man  !  ST ; 
the  aceoBod  onght  to  b*  treated  with  the  utmost  Ifbor- 
alley,  ST ;  appUoatiog  la  now  made  (Dr  tba  aoeaaed  to 
haTo  pennlnion  to  make  a  DomtBBBlcatloB,  onlly  or 
otherwlae,  aa  he  might  ehooaa,  8T 


dered  to  he  printed  with  tb' 
41. 

Eflket  of  Jodge  Peek's  i 
tha  otrsnee  chiiKtdtBS;  h 
mony )  U  ;  oplolt 


imorlal  of  the  ■ 
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imimlcatloB,  54;  wbat  Is 
ai  do;  u  II  instainad  bj  tbe  testl- 
1  of  tha  jBdldary  Committee,  K; 
«,  W,  M ;  did  Mr.  IdwleH  say  or  do 
aay  thlag  ealeolated  Ib  tha  rilghtaat  degree  to  caoaa 

eladlBg  sceBB,U;  the  law  In  rcgaid  to  oontompta  ot 
eonrt,  B3,  N ;  what  U  the  qoeellon  which  Jadga  Pwik 
haa  attempted  to  ralia  In  hla  daltonce  T  OS ;  rcsolatlon 
reported,  SO ;  adopted,  31. 

polntad,  n ;  their  report,  n. 

Uored  that  the  Eoote  attood  the  BeBale  dnrlgg  th* 
trial.  103;  reaBona,10S;  eoBfbrmabte toBsagfl.l03;pTC^ 
enoe  of  Die  managots  snfflcdent,  lOS;  praMloa  la  aaeb 
eaaea,  101 ;  reaolred  to  attend  this  day,  lot. 

TWoJ  rii:— OrganlaitlaB  of  tha  Saute  aa  a  ooBil  cf 
Impeaehment,  IM ;  repUatloB  of  tbe  Boot*  to  tha  bb- 
Bwer  and  plea  of  Jodga  Feck,  lU. 

Caae  fOr  tha  proaeontlon  opened,  114;  no  oontampt 
oomnlCted  by  I«wleaa,  IK ;  eonuoDB  law  ot  EBgUBd 
not  In  tbroe  In  conrta  of  tbe  United  SCatea,  IIS;  tbo 
power  lo  puolib  oontempta  cannot  legally  or  oooatltn- 
tioBally  be  eierdaed  so  sa  to  dlafrazichlae  a  altlien,  IH ; 
was  there  any  thing  Ib  this  nsa  to  Inauy  tlu  aiaRilsa 
ot  socl)  an  eitraordlnuT  power  ae  that  assumed  by  tb* 
Jndge  to  eommit  snd  anipend  I^wlesa,  ISB ;  tb*  IHatrlet 
Conrt  of  UIbobtI  had  no  power  to  poBlsh  a  dtlssB  fbr 
oontampt  fbithei  than  to  protect  the  conrt  lo  tha  aotoal 
adn\lnistrat1oa  of  Joitloa,  113 ;  extent  to  which  tbe  doc- 
tilo*  of  contempt  waa  earrlsd  la  English  anthara,  13T ; 
the  pnblloatlon  ot  a  "  Cltlien  "  aUeged  to  be  a  Ubel,  and 
pnBiabahle  s*a«oiitempt,llT;  theeondnetoftheJudge 
prBHBta  the  strongest  lIlnstratloQ  of  Jodlelal  daapotlan 
erer  eierdsed,  IIT;  the  Jndga  mnat  hare  booB  de- 
rBBged,  11T ;  aaalyile  of  th*  poMlcallDB,  118 ;  doea  the 
puhUcatloti  ooDtaln  a  solitary  word  or  syllable  dlaro- 
spectfal  or  cootemptBona  to  the  coort  or  tht  ]adgs  ?  IIS; 
eoDld  a  inare  harmleH  or  nqieelfQl  pohUeatlon  bar* 
bean  madeT  111;  tba  English  and  the  American  law, 
lU;  any  dtUen  ha*  a  foil  and  clear  right  to  iBTOitlgata 
the  published  opinion  of  tbo  Jndgs,  119 ;  whaterer  may 
bare  beeo  tbe  chancter  of  tbe  ooBtempt,  the  Jadg* 
has  traBSflOBded  tha  llmlta  of  aotborltf  in  in^it^wg 
npoB  bim  the  paiHonUr  pnslahmant  Impoeed,  IV ;  be 
baa  Tlolited  the  liberty  of  th*  pm  la  the  moet  dan- 
gsroasrorm.m;  arery  editor  la  tbe  Uoltad  State*  wi 
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prinslple  SBserted.  by  Jndge  Peck,  1 
ftiBctloliary  ooght  to  ba  bald  responsible  to  tbe  press,  U 
was  the  Jodgea,  who  held  thsir  olfiea  dating  good  b* 
harlcr,  ISO ;  if  tbla  Judge  la  held  guUtle^  tb«t«  ow  be 
BO  Judicial  oatnc*  not  dearly  Joatlfled  by  thia  pca- 
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TetUaumr  of  B£r.  L*ir1«a,  in ;  poliiU  Ufoad,  ISl ; 
Duntire  of  Uu  tstliiioDr,  in,  m;'m;  crou-euml- 
uUoD,  ISS,  IS*. 

JMOKX  apan*d,  IM;  Uw  dulge,  IHj  eoUKqailiOM 
sf  sniUJidDg  Che  ohirg*  bf  tbs  omrt,  lU  j  Uia  tniu- 
■edoD  which  bud  pfodaced  the  Lmp«chii»Dt,130;  Ebota 
aid  arldeDoe  bj  which  the  nepondent  win  isiUln  the 
poaltloDi  thet  ■  contempt  WH  oanmlUed,  Ifift ;  one  of 
fioijlard,  lAfii  other  pvandA  of  defeinet  134  ^  erldenoe, 
IM,  ISTi  defenoe  eoDtlnned,  ISS;  pneadenta  ftom 
boohi,  188;  whr  «u  It  laJd  ■  Urge  m^oiltr  of  the 
Boua  hid  ToCed  thie  ImpeKhmeiit !  ISB ;  Ii  It  ptopar 
tMfDre  ■  petit  jDtj  to  *ppe*]  to  the  prooeedlnga  of  the 
gnud  JorjT  ISS;  wu  the  reepondeat  to  be  luTolTOdlo 
kU  the  turpltodeof  til*  wlckedjDdgeeorSngludr  lat; 
the  ropondeDt  hm  been  repneented  »  en  encm;-  lo  the 
freedom  of  tbe  preee,  189 ;  whet  I>  the  Ubertf  of  the 
pnee  T  ISS  \  Che  ilf^t  to  qneetlon  oplnloiu,  UO ;  ta  not 
the  dootrlne  be  laid  down  on  the  liberty  of  tba  ineag 
aonndr  14D;  other  ellecatlona,  14),  141;  ergnmeDtB  fn 
ni^it  of  the  Impeuhment,  Itt ;  rota  of  the  Beneta, 
US;  MqnIUel,  14a. 

Eaportc^muiafen,9TB;  repUeatloo,  ITS ;  raaolotlon, 
tn ;  In  whit  order  Bhoold  the  Honn  attend  tba  trial  T 
9H;  eonne  panned  bj  the  maoagen,  174. 

Beiolntion  laUClTa  Co  thn  atCendance  of  the  Houa  on 
the  trial,  in ;  deluta  on  attending  aa  a  Gonimlttea  of 
the  Whole,  «T-t8t 

BeaolatloDi  on  ettandlDs  the  trial,  esnildered,  IM ; 
Howe  attend  the  trial  In  Committee  of  the  Thole,  tW, 
MO,  a>»-a04 ;  aoinlttal  reported  to  the  HouM,  800.  Sm 
AAesToLKl. 

J'imaCad»itfA*U»UtiaMM.-^3ltI'Fldiit,Toi.i. 

PjHDLiroii,  EDmnTD  tt,  Eeprea«nt»Uto  from  Hew  York, 
GSS ;  on  the  Imprlioaed  lodlan  mlialoiiartea,  tH. 

PKM*<Mary  in  U«  Ditriet  ^  (MihiMi^~6u  Jadtx, 
mla.e,>. 

PHHUj/hianla  Iimremb.—att  Itidtoi,  toL  1. 

PmmJoii  mo,  BtwlMinuiry.—B»t  HKtm,  roL  T. 

Ptm^ienLaua. — lDthaHoaae,a  reaolDtJon  relatlTO  to  the 
rerUon  tt,  conaldered,  tfl;  prorlalon  ibooM  bo  Diade 
An  cnnuniu  appUeatlona  sot  inolnded,  St ;  the  raaolu- 
tlon  embodia  the  reoammasdaUoil  of  tbe  Preddent, 
K;  It  InTolloe  two  propoaltloDB,  one  relatlnf  to  the 
•^dlara  of  Che  Berolaljon  and  Cfaa  other  to  the  larallda 
of  the  laat  wu',  n  i  theaa  propoalClaBa  eangldend,  U; 
BornHp<mdeQoe  with  the  Beoretar^  of  War  aa  to  the 
unmber  of  euldlan,  18 ;  obJeaC  Co  ahow  what  It  DM  at- 
talud  ratber  than  what  la,  IS;  ablUtr  of  the  Tnttarj, 
n;  the  pledge  of  the  PrcaldaDfa  nam* In  behalf  ol  the 
aoldlera,£8.    Sii/»dm,-roHO. 

PtHtiont,  Stmhiltiniary.—la  the  Honao,  ameadmant 
mored  to  the  bill,  HI ;  bill  paased,  Kl. 

ihm,  ToL  «. 
PncT,  Cammodon.— A«  AAbv  toL  >. 
PtOWini,  BeotpOm  <f:~Bat  tdL  I,  and  Indt,  toIi.  1, «, 

Frtib,  e?ncn,  on  (ha  memorial  of  Jnd(a  Peck,  It,  80 ; 
on  atteodlng  the  trial  of  Judge  Pech.KB;  wltaua  on 
the  trial  of  Jnlge  Peek,  ISB.    ,5m  IiUUti.  toL  10. 

FlUlaJtlpliia  Frtgatt,  Oaplort  of^Se*  laAtm,  Tol.  B. 

PmsoH,  Jon,  BtpreaentatiTt  ttom  New  York.  SSS. 

Ptraey^  Ihe  Wtt  India.— ateIndm,yo\i.  T,8. 

PmniE,  Natoa^iiil,  EepreaeDtatlTi  from  Hew  York,  Esa. 

PiuauTOH,  STDBcr,  blU  tbr  the  relief  of;  conilderod,  il&. 

Pldiuu,  Fbutelim  S.,  BfpneentatlTa  ftom  UUeliilppI, 
G8R ;  00  1  pabUo  lai  dar,  TS4 

Poiin>vxTEB,  Oioiai^  on  relief  to  Jeffanan'a  danghter, 
IBS;  OB  the  pnolahmentof  daemiig,inj  on  theua- 
tIoDalro*dlnOhlo,ML;  Senator  from  MUtlnlppl,  841; 


Pou,  Jamh  Kn  oa  the  H^iTltla  nad,  SI;  ob  wnd  b 

the  poor  of  Qeoigetown,  SM;  B^tMaatidlTi  frn 
Tamwiiea,  MS ;  on  the  qipiBtloniBaiit  UD,IM9;  talhi 
conduct  of  tha  Bank,  lU;  on  the  memorial  of  Irltkl 
•ab]eeCa,BtD;  reUtlra  to aneMllig HonitoB, CM ;  oaUt 
allkeDltnra,SSl;  oB  the  eounatloa  *ltk  rnM^i*! 
on  nbacriblng  IM  the  BeflitM  af  Dahila^  IM,  IK 
St  Indim,  T(dL  S,  *^  1(X 

Pimt^ortratit  Oaiai  aitt  Laulilama  CUtigt,  Sm  AiM 
ToLKt 

J%Dr  qf  Gtorgiloiim,  uooil  Jbr.—la  tbt  Borne,  naahtlia 
to  giT*  UHttroorti  of  wood  <«W*d,*M;Bb*I(>t' 
eedeot  to  appropriate  the  poblla  fuda  toMdapo- 
poae.  8M;  oonaeqaenMa  of  th*  eoaltvud  piaaagt  d 
■Dcb  reaolntionfl,  808 ;  not  eompotent  for  the  Seoi  to 
Tole  nieh  donaUou,  80T ;  tbla  Hooao  the  LegUalBi  tf 


J'artuffal,  Oommtret  ttOL—SM  litdim,  toL  t 

Petlaf  (/  AiDifiapfn.— As  Tmdtm,  toL  8. 

Po<bna**r-6itir<il,  Balaiy  «t— At  JM^  nh.  a,  h, 

I-ett  (jfiet  CbatnMi^— In  the  HooMt  ■  ntatalUm  it  k- 
qpirf  offered,  888;  delict^  Sflt. 

Petl  Ofit*  D^iarlmml  In  niWgaMoa.— la  Ik*  B«i«t>|i 
Tao^DtlaB  deelatlBg  that  the  Sateet  CsmmKtae  ef  Ii- 
Teatlgatlon  ware  not  inthorlled  to  sll  bafcnOwBpa- 
■opa  dlaiolaBod  from  eftee  to  aacertaialbe  eauaaefthdr 
ramoTal,]M;  the  tcaCfmoBran  nopolDt^beutlMl 
belbra  thsCommlttte,  ISO;  tbe  li 
oral,  180;  theenmln 
thoBtasdlBg  CommllteSilM;  there 
the  PogtmutcrOanonl  prOTOab»nndi,in;  finttiM 
inch  an  cAJeetlonbaabeanadTaBeadtoseracBaaoSi*, 
181 ;  a  part  of  the  power  delapled  to  the  Otamtsat 
msM  be  roToked,  181 ;  doea  the  department  eowarMidir 
theeaehargeeriBS;  Itltallegod  that  tu>  qwatlaa  •■ 
dedded  bj  the  Senate  at  the  laat  KJiliiii,  ISf ;  •;»■ 
•orlpaon'-  it  (teair  prosa-fbM,  IBS;  tha  riJatlaa  li 
deolantorrof  thaUmlta  of  thaeemmlarfaBinid*  wUd 
the  committee  act,  181;  thereidtct  al  tba  pHii4i  k 
aaldto  be  another  oanae  Itar  ettppi'wulm  taqnliT,  IM; 
then  fa  BO  dapartmeat  of  tbe  Oo*omment  In  wUd  tka 
people  take  lo  Urel;  an  Intetert  »  Ihe  Poat  OSee,  IH; 
the  ehaneter  of  tb*  prooeedlng  eanled  on  agMaM  Ml 
San7,IBt;  If  a  tenth  pvtof  the  ra*tt<r  nted  wen 
tnio,  it  might  coma  beftira  tba  Benate  fbr  trl^  188;  b 
whole  proooedlng  ihonlil  bo  eipnBged,  188;  aew  pt#- 
tlona  ammed  and  new  InatnoatloBa  nttared,  181;  pMtiT 
BBTor  tMlbra  bronght  In  eld  of  aa  aiialBattoB  Iilo  av 
Of  onr  flacal  ooncem^  18T;  how  had  wa  get  ISTOlndla 
thlg*ldainddUDlla>7debatetIST:  the  meifti  if  tta 
rctolntlon,  197;  tho  iBganaltr  In  gettlag  np  the  i«trf 
thla  aitraordlnarr  debate,  ISt. 

What  la  the  power  chilmed  hf  Uie  Chalnau  it  ttla 
ComoittteeT  188;  Bright  lathe  Senate  to  allealha 
PrealdenC  fbr  hla  iviunj  Sir  ineh  nmonla  fnm  sOc* 
aa  tbe  Senate  might  deem  Improper,  188 ;  whtf  prankiJ 
goodwill  rcanll  IVtra  the  Ingalrrl  188;  ■  aemiiiliue 
of  the  Benate  are  to  be  amplofwl  In  flodliig  maCariall 
Ibr  the  Impeacfamenl  of  an  eOeer,  ISf;  the  chaipa 
rauit  bo  oouUtnUoniUj'  made  and  tegallr  piond,  IS*; 
rceolntlon  amended,  180 ;  adc^tfd,  in ;  report  of  eo<B' 
Di]ClH,n4;  printtogarOered,  tS4;  memorid  of  Ahn- 
haraBndler.IU;  volamlnoai  character  of  iher^Hl, 
!tS;  nnlawfil  illowi 
the  book!  of  the  depurtment.  Ml;  i 
Btrrr  and  Bradler,  H«;  who  waa 
eraenrcec^  Bunu,38T;  priDtlngeaspeDdcd,  fBT. 


new^qion  oflKcd,  tt 
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AM  CVIM.-AM  A<1«^  ToL  1. 

AtoMM  Mmt  Jplif^A— A*  AdMV  toL  1 

Povna,  BoBin,  on  uMtidaMit  to  th*  nlH,  KM ;  nlfen  ■ 

nwIutloB  OB  tha  Buk,  n.    A* /ikCib,  toL  ID. 
Fom,  DiTiDk  Jih  Kep»HBt)ttIr<  ttaa  Pumtjlnnik,  II>& 
/Swir  r^  M*  PrttdmH  U>  OritOiaU  JHuloiu.—BiH»llM, 

ToL  11,  ntnUfit  JflMioih 
POWBB,  Qbuui,  dd  Um  MvnUl*  n*d>  *T>    A*  JiidiB, 

ToLia 
J>r*-aapM«  ffifliUL— In  tht  HoaM, «  bUl  to  (nut,  Ae.. 

canddmd,  !£>;  loolaU  bi<tuitloiitlMpi>ll9,I38;  d»- 

talla,  m ;  *al4tct  paM|»iud,  111     Sit  ladm,  vM. 

1,10. 
FuKTm,  Bavvil,  Bautor  ITom  Ttnua^  HI. 

JVmMmmk  riuiMiai'  fJL— hSm  Jhili^  toL  L 
FrttUmUai  Jlwrftot  fit  tU  flgim.— &«  Jiwijc,  ToL  8. 
Prmiau*  CdMNoa.— A«  /lute^  T^  1, 4,  G. 
iVMla^o  ^  Aiuli  Otfbtnv  HHiMdmd,  tfr. 
JWBalwn.-JMjiwtwi.Teb.  IE. 
jyiMM  Zeawte  Anloo.— iSm  A<I(^  toIl  & 
A<«iM0al^  tti  So^ttamoite  M«  BMtkmi—Si4  Jitim, 
TOLT. 

^  n^  1,  ud  Ad^  Tok,  B,  a, 


l&6,T. 

iNMfa  iMt,-Aa  Ado,  nd.  S. 
J'mbUt  Dtf<talttrt.—Btt  Ada^  toL  T. 
tiMlaDociiimtmU,Sivpr—'i><^^-~S—Imdam,vA.X.  Bo. 
BvliMitt  t/L—amitafB,  nL  11. 


tha  fmrdhiH  at  ■  ilte  ud  enetloD  cf  tuiinek*,  Ac,  nt 
Bew  Oiltuu,  eonaldand,  aot;  proTUlou  of  thli  UU 
aaeawT.  8U ;  11  la  atld  tha  aipeinaa  at  Ota  Oorani- 
nut  lura  nairij  donblad  aliiM  1891,  «W;  la  tUtaoF 
SSB;  >DiiMka,MO;  aipauea  U  1S11,M0;  axtraoidl- 
ni;  Kama  dadoctad,  WO  J  aa  iBvaaaa  ■bown,  Mt ;  do 
tka  aipanaaa  (o  ob  unmllj  laanaibic  I  HI ;  tha  az- 
piBiM  hin  dlmlnlibad,  Ul ;  amatutlOB,  Wl ;  Airthar 

f«Mla  Zowl  DUIrBnlla».—lh  tba  Btnata,  a  report  In 
npid  (a  tbe  dlatrlbnUon  of  tlia  pmeeedt  of  tha  lalea  at, 
i«;l«)iu((ceoomtal>adlHtheivort,4«;  pn>e««laDB 
tha  piiulpla  of  monar,  Ut ;  tlu  rsTuaa  mnat  ba  kapt 
np  If  tha  VBMT  i*  Utrova  lata  tha  FotonuE,  4M;  *mj 
tUBftuadlutlia  WiiLMti  raport aad  btU  liU  era tho 
taUa,  4M;  modoB  ta  laAr  to  Coramlttaa  ob  Pnblle 
£aitda,«S;  dabUa,««;  blU  rafacrad,  4Aa. 

Wbataiai  li  tms  with  ragudtoanf  onalugadiTlilon 
of  tha  Tanltorr  li  ttna  of  Uia  wiitit  ot  it,  4W;  ant 
il^ta  iBd  dutlai  to  the  North-vait  TanltoiT.  «M ;  ob- 
jaetJoBi  bond  to  tbe  bill,  SOO;  doatlhablll  cbancaOia 
lalatloiuhlp  betvaan  tha  new  Btitai  Bul  tha  Fedanl 
SoTHnuaBtT  SOO;  onoBaODi  paitlealin,  (WO;  othar 
DbtaatloBB  •xtcDUed,  Kit;  report  of  the  BerlavlBc 
•0,1101;  OhloCampiBT.Ht;  how  the  luidi 


ItaBd  BDtil  tha  Hlaaan  eomplated,  KL 

The  saih  arfBrnaat  l»  tha  ddIt  dbo  aaed,  HOB;  loa  to 
(ha  new  Stataa,  MS;  tUi  bill  called  a  frKani  for  iett]Jii« 

blU,  OH;  (ha  bin  tiiMlj  diaws,  UH;  poipoaea  U  which 
Um  proceed!  nur  b«  wptoprUied  b;  the  Elataa,  SOT ; 
tha  tUobbcj  aebama  af  the  CaloBtuUon  Boclot7,  007; 
Inetaa**  of  tha  colond  popolatlaB,  UT;  naU,  SOT;  a 
ptotatt  acalnat  the  ^pUeiUoB  of  tha  puhlle  luidi  to 
tbll  otdact,  NM;  motloB  tu  itrlko  oat  theworda  "fbr 
the  dlilrlbnlloii.''  te.,  GW;  opportoDltr  to  teal  tha 
prtDdple  of  dlacributian,  GOt;  iboUdb  loit,  SOt;  varjoiu 
ameBdmaDti  atlvtti  aad  loot,  SIfc 


M;  thaUoBcaathafUleatatlMtlonof  InMitcultetM- 
UMB.  Ml;  wladom  of  the  prcaant  uatam,  tfC;  fraadi 
1b  EantBchj,  OS;  refoaroM  thaaa  laadi  preaaat  icalnrt  ' 
pmnm  and  nat  1b  other  parti  of  tha  ObIob,  M; 
TlilOBarj'  plua  for  tqnuidarlDg  the  pabtle  domita,  4M; 
thepliBof  dlitrlbBtlDB,4M;  tha  thud  la  BOtviBtad, 
4SI>;  the  pomi  of  CoBgrea  to  mate  the  dUtrlbatloi, 
4BS;  the  tarmi  ptvpoaad  ftn  tha  dlitilbotJ0D,4M;  la 
atBlt;  Id  napaet  to  the  two  oUnM  of  Btatei,  <M.  St* 
India,  TfL  10. 

—    ■     .11.-^0 /ade^  Toll.  1, 1, 1,  a,  T,  m    BcPaf 
lf.—SK  ImOta,  ToL  la     Do.,  ffmdualbm  ^ 


>  UI.IHIT,  Bb  TiLuu,  eitnetfram  the  •peaah  of  1 A 
Fvmr*  te  Ma  JTaoy.— &•  trnOm,  tiA.  16. 


HeOnadt,  aid  lo.—St  India,  toL  It. 


uaad  Waning  ea 


I  of -^a  A<fi>^  ToL  1. 


Bud,  Xnwiao  0.,  ob  the  lalt  dn^,  Tl ;  I 

Haw  Turk,  tm. 
fiacD,  JoHB,  BapreaefltBHTa  J 

the  eOBTantloo  with  Tibbso,  TOfc    St*  Imdm,  Tok.  1^  T, 


B^ort  OB  pilstlns  of  onUoB,  ahowlDg  JaStaan^  <td>l0Ba 
OB  pTotacUoB,  debet*  on,  (81;  ob  dBllai  on  taSind; 
m  the  eelehnUoB  of  WuhlnftoB'i  bbthdir.  Mi 

ibpraaentoMoH,  roMo  ^— In  tha  Senate,  aDuBdmant  to 


pToxlmato  EnoTO  lumAj  to  an  eqnltabla  n  _ 
bj  gtTlBg  to  Mch  Btite  hsTlng  a  ttaetloB  eioeaillnc  a 
mdatf  an  addltloBal  membgr,  111;  bo  Ull  orar  paoad 
whloh  did  not  npnaant  frieUoBi,  411 ;  tha  aaTen]  bUlB 
which  hsTa  paaad,  loTleWed,  411 ;  operation  of  tha  blU 
with  ngui  l«  Kcw  Totfc  otdeotlDBable,  CI ;  efltat  i^ 
tha  rata  iiiaiimnd,  at ;  thla  bin  ndBcea  tha  repreaau- 
latJaBorBon»ofthBpCK]nalBtBteB.4[S;  tte  population 
and  tha  annibcr  of  tapnaehtatlTia  propoaed,  U> ;  ofien- 
tloiaofllMpi<iTWouafthebiU,(M;  can  tUi  ba  eaUad 


the  la^aotlTe  aombart  of  each  Htate,  tit ;  each  Btala 
mnat  be  leealred  ai  a  dlitlaot  bod)-  to  ba  dlatlBsU)'  rap- 
»ent«d,ai& 

Oreit  IqjBitlee  hai  been  done  to  the  nnall  Btatea  In 
wlthhoMlBf  from  tbera  tbalr  pn^MT  ahire  of  power, 
41S:  ItlitbadnCjofCoiitniM  to  approach  ai  neaflj  aa 
piwlbla  to  the  lenu  of  the  oOBaUtntlaB,  410 ;  ill  plain 
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■laulil,  tit;  ths  mwiiilniSBt  pnwnM  tka  uma  dllS- 
eoltlH  u  HTHted  a*  ntia  blU  oTlIM,  41S;  bow  Wuh- 
Isgton  tnaUd  Uu  Hbj«t,«ISi  hli Itttar ar tsCo, 41T; 
fnilhn  dclwta,  IIT ;  npraMnUUoD  of  fncUaiu  tCrnck 
oat,  111;  Ull  onknd  Is  the  third  rud]iig,41T;  moUan 
ta  rasmulder  ths  Tota  nJsstlDS  in  (sHndmalit,  curled, 
«U;  Unnoommlttvd.OT, 

In  the  HonH,  ■  blU  nliUn  to,  »iHld<nd,  MS ;  OM 
npriMiiUUTa  foi  4a,D()0,  fto,  HC;  InaqiuUlr  mifilug 
frDm  fMctloni,  MS ;  Ttto  itf  WHhlogtoD.  MS ;  Temiu 
Sk  it,  MSi  nuou  iDflnaDdiv  the  oommlttae,  648; 

plain  of  frutioiu  laft  In  EUtea  th&a  li  anppoaad, 
MT ;  fnctlou  of  tulou  8tit«,  HI ;  th»  ntlo  of 
W.(KW  vIU  not  ndnca  tha  nnmbar  of  Duinb«n  of 
Iha  Doajs,  MT ;  tbs  Dnt  Hotua  bora  the  usu  pro- 
paRloB  to  tha  popnliUon  of  the  ematrj.  Ml ;  ■  nn- 
marou  popnlir  rvpnaaotitioB  tha  Bifoit  dapotitarjr  oT 
power,  MB;  unuldtr  tho  gntt  poven  teatad  In  (he 
EieontlTa  and  hLi  pfttronaga,  MB ;  It  ii  uhad,  irhit  rola 
■hanld  ba  tdoptgd  to  limit  tb*  nomban,  M8;  a  tao' 
danar  to  adopt  the  MOtlmBUU  and  bablta  of  the  aid 
COBntilaa  of  Eoiopa.  MS  |  opantlan  of  Iba  rote  to  In- 
vemt  r*pr«««titaClaii  In  propsitlon  b 
M>;  raUtlon  of  tha  HoMa  to  tha  £ieentlT«,  H» : 
ampla  of  tba  Coigraai  of  11,  S90 ;  not  a  latjaiiC  arbi' 
traij   In  Iti  otunntaT,  SCO;  48  HlU  nol  daprlTe  aoT 

WO;  Hie  «nl7  ooiuldoratlDii  nliiiT«  to  tha  dUbnoca 

■hall  ba  more  or  lauDuneTOoa,  BSD;  lo  the  sua  of  frae- 
tioni  tha  gnataat  SUtei  are  the  leait  nfraren,  Ul ;  onij 
>  qnaation  of  nomben  to  the  Honaa,  OBI ;  48  will  do 
mon  »QU]  JuUce  than  an;  othci  niunbar,  Ul ;  the 
general  welbre  la  Co  ba  looked  et,  fi03 ;  operation  of  Chia 
nllo,Kll;  oomparlioii  of  tha  ratio  of  44  and  48,  SM; 
U>tai7  of  tha  old  Btalaa  In  Betmog  tbk  qnaation.  Ha 

Motad  to  •maud  to  a*  to  giie  to  the  aaTaral  atataa 
tha  Mine  weight  thej  poaiaiB  at  preeant,  aod  not  that  to 
whloh  tbar  WDoId  ba  eatlUad  ondar  tha  naw  oenma, 
CCS;  no  nnfliendlj  faaUngi  to  tha  Vett,  SET;  what  la 
tbs  qnaation  I  BBI ;  Ibe  law  will  be  In  fbroe  one  dajr  onl^, 
MT  1  manner  of  Ita  oparaUon,  MT ;  b]r  vhat  aathoilt; 
do  w«  lagtaUl*  a  dlOtranee  between  tha  watght  of  a 
BUU  In  tha  necntlT*  aad  lagblaaTe  bnnebeariMS! 
thla  propoaltlonlaatwlrwlth  thoTerj  fbnodatJon  prln- 
olplaa  ot  onr  fiorahuuM— popular  MTaralgntjr,  Ms ; 
who  ohooaaatha  Praaldeott  UB;  eiaKilM  of  the  oo- 
ardlnala  powers  at  tha  aiaeuUTO  and  leglaktlre  depart- 
manla  daalgned  to  oobumdm  doitiltsiiaeiialr,  EM ;  tha 
opsnttoo  of  thla  prlnalpla  cannot  be  poa^oned,  St>. 

lloUoD  to  amend  b;  aloiplT  ttriUtiK  ont  tha  worda 
"fortj-alght,"  SIO;  an  Important  qnaaHoB  belbra  tha 
Booas,  BTl ;  thla  uimbar  poaaeaaaa  an  nndoa  adTsntags, 
tn  i  BBdna  ImpoiliUMg  glTaD  to  Iba  report  of  the  nom- 
Bittoa,  Sn ;  fraotlona,  BTl ;  non-repreeantatlon  daddad 
In  ITS^  Sn ;  opMSUou  of  tha  bin,  STl;  eaae  of  TenaoMM, 
en;  ftiTllier  nmarka,  BTl;  motion  lost, sn ;  mored  to 
•ti1ka«ntaBdlBMrt''Iartj-fbar,"Bn;  what  la  ths  pnr- 
pcotof  the  bill  reported  br  tha  oonunlttaatCTSj  It  liad- 
mltlsd  that  an  inuraaBa  of  the  repreatntatlonlaraqolred, 
BTS;  ob|aottaBa,BTS;r»»aaBforaDnDieroDthaius,eT4; 
It  i>  Bid  the  West  la  rapldlf  gnmli«  npoo  the  old  Statet, 
■Dd  that  the  qntatlOD  of  fnotlona  ibontd  nut  ba  ngardad, 
RS;  AiithSTdabaM,BIl;  motion  cBrrled,  STS ;  qnatlon 
on  aiU«  tb*  Tstlo  at  44,  sn ;  ImportaM  that  ths  pepn- 
lar  bniMb  shoold  ba  laoraaaad,  BIT ;  tha  pcsaant  liKireM* 
SipedlaBt,  Uft;  moUoB  loat,  STB ;  44,<KKk  propotad,  ET9 ; 
haidiUp  of  Iho  owe  of  the  atalaa  sggrisTsd.  SU;  oom- 
position  of  the  eommltlsa,  BSO;  opantlOD  of  thla  ratio. 
H>;ooadlllon  of  lh«  khsUit  StsM  SSI ;  amaadmant 


carried,  SSI;  other amasdmentaprc^Haed and Iqat. SSI; 

moUaB  to  roooniJder,  BBS;  debUs  «m  aoHDdmaMi,  01; 

blU  ordered  to  be  engnBed.EU;  paaasd,B>&   AtA- 

dmi.  Tola.  1. 1, 4. 
a^rtttntoMvit,  fiuI(il«H««  ef.—8f  '*d«^  nL  & 
aipHamiul  q<  3amii4l  BouMotL,  8)0. 
Ssiltfiwltoa,)  dMi  it  eam*  a    waoMirf— &•  /ata 


relallTa  to  panalon,  11 ;  ralaUie  Is  Jndr  F*(*. 
IT;  onlh(desaaHofAlauBdarSuirth,H;ttbIlntii 
the  trial  of  Jndga  Peck,  11 ;  on  tha  eollBn  et  rilk,  Tl ; 
on  the  Bank  of  Iha  United  BUtas,  11;  ODihiialtdaty 
K;  aiithciinltiir«otiUk,BB;  on  the  dwwai («  BiUn 
H.  Adama,  lis ;  on  the  Poat  Offlea  DepartmeU,  lU;  id- 
atlTe  to  the  cholera,  140;  relatlTB  to  the  PatOttala. 
taaUgatlan,  Uli-IH;  relatlTa 
on  the  erlmlnal  Uw  of  tha  I>latrlot,  IM;  a 
of  Congraai  (o  oollMt  dntla*  ud 
K»;  antfaepnnUhmsntafdaelllni 
of  James  Kobla,  15S;  on  the  dntj  < 
Uts  osk  planUtloiu,  HE ;  r^tlTa 
bare,  BSl ;  on  the  paj  of  membera,  S90 ;  relatln  to  a 
act  of  lallaf  to  oOlnn  sad  eoldlan  af  Iha  TlrgUla  hat, 
SST;  toSB  eieeaa  of  mUltaryoadela,  tBI;  en  Ihadd; 
on  an^r,  IST ;  ralatlTa  to  the  anpsmnmerirf  ofltfQ 
andoadstB,»»i  on  tha  VUltsir  Acadamr.  M ;  ea lb 
mlle^B  of  numbaia,  SO ;  on  wood  tx  tha  paw  <( 
OwtKetown,t01;  onjndltlBlMBtsmpt,!!)!;  nUlnle 
delknlten,  SIS ;  reUllTe  to  lulsnal  Inptenminti,  lU ; 
OB  deoeHa  ct  Btntia  Noblf^  SH;  of  tlHBki  t*  Ihi 
Speaker,  Sil;  on  tha  enltoro  of  allk,  t4S;  M  mnnfr 
tloa  of  the  (laTe  trade,  t4B;  an  tha  Im^taoBBsatif 
American  elliaeta  In  BrlUah  ProrlDeaa,  >M;  rdiUn 
to  the  Uoltvl  Blatea  Bank,  SSS,  880;  iw4i^  ISO;  tddin 
Is  the  remoTal  of  WaUngtoa'a  ramalaa,  SM;  letaUn 
lotHTltorta]  ]Dd(«s,4M;  aUIng  ri>  loatnoUaM  la  sn 
mlnlitera  In  EBglaad  ralatlTS  to  tha  oaloolal  trade,  W: 
onslaiidgranttoLoaMaiis,4M;  onthetaitCtHttl; 
an  the  daeaaae  of  Jonathan  HoBt,  4SI;  an  tha  dsMW 
of  Chailaa  JcAn>tan,4n;  OD  tha  dseassa  <tf  O.  K.  Wtdi- 
all,  BOS ;  on  ooloBlilng  tna  luyniss,  B4t ;  nlaOre  ta  ihi 
BBndnik7rosd,U0;  relstlre  Is  minlmaiB  dntla).  Bit; 
on  ths  ooloniaitlaa  sf  Irso  Mwika,  H4;  r^eeUx 
Tsthlngton^  oantenolal  blrthdaj,  BI(;  rslaiha  U 
ataam  eairlagea.  ST*;  rsIattTS  to  Waalilnglan^  nnaiaa 
E81;  on  a  portrait  of  WsrtilngtoB.  BM;  sn  Iha  eendiKl 
of  tha  Bank,  BU;  to  arraat  Suaaal  Hontion.  W ;  ■ 
the  diarge  agalnat  Hsnaton,  SSO ;  on  poatofflce  eofitra^t^ 
t«l;  on  the  deooBH  of  Jonathan  Haul,  at;  ui  Iha di- 
inwe  of  George  E.  lUlolieU,  144;  nlatln  to  aa  allifed 
fraBd,TM;  on  a  pnbUe  Past  dar,  TM. 

JM<-M«*m«iil-JM  Indtsi,  toIs.  1^  10. 

StHmm.  ooBsaWm  tjf.—St  Indtm,  ytA.  B. 

RttmM  OiMtn^Stt  Adaa^  toL  4. 

Swolwtai,  soJiHaPi  q^.— b  the  Hob**,  a  blO  lappl^Mtur 
to  ths  sot  of  ISM,  an;  amandmsBt  morad  to  IncUda 
Btsto  tmqii,  *olDnt*ar%  Ao;,  nt ;  other  siaasilimiiH 
morad,  Bli^  tH;  ord*c*d  to  tb*  third  ra«l]Bt.m 

la  Botths  present  Hat  largssnoB(h  I  SSI;  who  an  m- 
Utlad  St  pctsuit  r  BBl ;  nMtion  to  rsooiBBilt  tha  bin,  ^ 
BS3 ;  former  polloj  of  tha  OoTarnmant  to  ecoSae  p*» 
■don  to  thCM  dUabled,  BSl ;  bad  rols  to  aBReadK  the 
dletateaof  Jadgraaat,aBd  follow  tha  Impolaa  of  Ihi  fH^ 
In^Oi;  grounds  of  ot^aetloB  to  ths  psialoa  i/Mn 
SS);  •omatblBgabOBldb*  dona  Ibr  the  But*  tnaiaiBd 
TolnnlMia,  M;  most  eBgi^sd  IB  tba  aoslh  viea  Blli- 
Ua,  SSS ;  Isrlah  joor  monar  opon  Ibo**  asHllad  (a  K. 
*arta  of  iBtsmal  InFm*- 


Iath*SMUte,therw 


iai7pai 
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miB,  <n(raeni  A<^,  Wl  If  ToluitMn  in  aatltled  to  ths 
fitnMoaa  ot  Ot  bill,  no  nuon  wbj  otlwn  Bhoiild  be 
•xdodtd,  U>;  HneDdminti  l«t,  4g»;  athtt  ■nmnd- 
manti  moTsd,  MO;  hitIm)  of  ClKks,  MO;  »ldlan  ol 
Uwlndluinnttltlllsdbi  thsbanefitanttha  bill,  MO; 
voflndjooDt  to  fimbnod  uldlan  at  thn  ItuUh  vbtb  pre- 
Tloiu  to  ITMi,  4U ;  If  th*  Bniata  mbudoBi  tlu  gnnrnd 
of  prOTldlng  for  thoM  irho  ariuioI  prOTlda  An*  Ihflm- 
Htn^  ill  iMtlou  of  tk*  oountrj  iboold  ihira  alike,  Ul ; 
bai  dMinrad  bj  Ito  aztmriTODaH,  «1 ;  fDraar  renuTki 
Dpsathaaitmtiif UMblII,4U.  Aa Aula, toL  10, ud 
Iniim,TiiiM.a,t,ailMtn. 

£t90liMeH,  tartittug  eftotrt  tf.—St  liidtm,  *oL  >. 

JUtoMlaiiartf  Boumltf  loHOt-^Stt  Adio,  tdL  B. 

XHahMaurf  AmiMtS^Kan— iSM  ladtit.  ToL  8. 


A*«f*  AIoiul,  (HbniHtot  <[/;-'«<  fnla^  toL  1. 

Boaa  from  Dtlrolt  to  Chteagt.   lio^  from  Pnuaeola  to 

St.  AltefUna.    Do^  from  Otorgta  to  irea  Orhama. 
&aAuf(B,TDLB.   Do,<i>^ntaiutM.— AaAKlaavToL*. 


tbL>. 

£eaA  and  Comalt,  tiirvtg4fiir.~-8te  Iitdtm,  toL  T. 
Boadt,  J-oAStt  Ikdtm,  m^  »,  T. 

Soadi,  PatI,  retail- «;  to  Miutfippi.~8t*  Zufya.  toL  9. 
Soun,  Joan  J^  BapraaantallTc  from  TlrglnU,  Btt.    5m 

ZmIkS  Toli.  B,  10. 
Boimn,  Ann,  Bantin  from  Bhoda  Idud,  UT;  in  tha 

ndnatlonof  datla^Mt;  on  tha  nllef  of  CoL  I^nrau, 

m.    A*  Acts,  Tola.  B,  >,  19. 
Boamon,  Jom  K.,  Banabir  ttom  lUtnol*,  MT  i  on  the  re- 

dnotlon  of  dntlH,  4M. 
Soot,  Buunra,  BapneantatlTa  from  K*w  Torii,  SS8;  n- 


1,MT. 


>■  M»; 


MiUm,  awiwamit  q|!— In  Iba  Hons^  s  tuolntlon  nlillte 

ta,oAradaBdtdopt«d,MM.    Aa  Ada^  toU.  >,  10. 
Bsmux,  Wnjiui,  BapratanlatlT*  ftom  Ohio,  SaO.    8t* 


•  Ma  JITsrAwMl,  mntrovMNoiii  iif.—8it 


Bolt  JMkg  and  rUMitg  AwUy.-^SM  Aila^  ToL  B^  DuMaa 


AaMM,  jbnl^  OMPelbMt— Sh  Adot,  Toh  L 
Aul  q^  0M«nMHitl.-A«  Aula,  Toll.  1,  %  8,  a. 

n  r;^— Aa /lula^  ToL  & 


Bu(iai,Baninc7TL,on  tba  Ballnad  fiun  BilUmoie  to 
WoMnrton,  «6«;  BapnMOtitlTa  &om  XmijImiO,  SK. 
AaA>d«vToLl& 

jSmmMo  oanoBaa  St  M  MMlon  of  Hat  Omgna,  1<M ;  nta 
Oatlwtllllof  JiidgoFaek,14i;  monrnt  at  eh»g  of  td 

Of  SM  CMgnaa,  UI;  ■4Joiini  *t  eloH  of  lit  Marion  of 


■.MT. 


I,  tm.    St 


»»d,  10 ;  BopreaaoUtiTi  tFoia  North  Carollu,  US. 
Sit  Indac,  nL  10. 

Bhitfaid,  Aceunm  H.,  KapmentaClTa  from  North  Cam- 
llna,  BS§.    en  Iintia,  tdU.  8, 10. 

Mtt,  etMurt  ilf.—la  tha  Houh,  ■  rsolntloa  raliUTa  (o 
printing  tha  nport  on,  ooualdarvd,  pa ;  ralna  of  tha  re- 
port, M;  no  proprlat;  In  priotinf  It  at  expema  of  tho 
aantlii|«Dt  fond,  M ;  datata,  M ;  raBoInltan  pMwd,  H ; 
■nundmant  iIh  paiiad,  Mj  TFaolntloD,  SM, 

A  bUl  fbr  Iba  enooangHDent  ot  Ml ;  morad  to  Milka 
oat  the  anasttng  cUoM.  Wl ;  Kir  nathliig,  on ;  rigbt 
ondar  tha  oonitltotlaD  fin  thli,  IK ;  bettar  to  fbnn  ■ 
natlonBl  aatabllahtoant,  and  gl*a  *  aaUry  to  m  teacbar, 
on ;  motion  curled,  flSB. 

Bnanm, NuiunEL,  Benatoi  from  Beir  Himpihlra,  HI; 
on  the  epporUonment  bill.  UK    Btt  litdoB,  toL  ID. 

BdOLAiK,  Sn  John,  CTldanM  on  the  u»i  of  lalt,  IffiL 

Sinttng  rtmd.~Su  Indaa,  toL  la 

Sulci,  Williak,  BepteeentatlTe  Itom  rermont,  SB;  oa 
tha  apportionment  bill,  S70. 

iSIm  Trad*.— ia  the  Hnue,  rceolotlolia  ralatlTa  to  tha  anp- 
praulon  oC  eoaaldared,  StB ;  paHod,  US.  Bt*  Jndmt, 
ToLS.«,T,». 

,9l<>0«ry  ftt  tlu  DmrSet  qf  {UomMo.— In  tha  Honae.  peU- 
tlDDB  ralatlTe  to,  S40 ;  from  mambara  of  the  Bodi^  of 
Friendg,  MO ;  aik  fbr  the  abolition  of  alirary  and  of  the 
■Utb  trade  In  the  dlatriet,  HO;  nftiT«l.  NO;  nport, 
Ul.    8H  Jwfem  Toll.  0,  >,  m 

Slavtrf,  AeHon^  Indiana,— 8ttIiuttiit,rtLS,  OnHmMCa. 

Slaairy,  Iftgra,  fa  SovIX  Amtrtiia,—St»  Jiidiai,  toL  B. 

Sbmry,  EelOvMont  XttaUn  la,  in  ^w  SlaUt.—Stt  In- 
due, vM.  B,  S,  nnd  /lufM,  Tel.  1,  TrirTlloWai. 

iSIooai  DtporUit.—S»t  Imdoa,  Tola.  1,  t.  Do,  f^giUet.— 
Sh India,  Tola.  0,6,1.  Dc,  ImportaNoH  qf.—gii In- 
dtir,  ToL  6,  ud  Indtm,  Tol  S,  DitlUt  rm  Importt.  Do., 
Ind»mii(UtJlir.SaiIndiB,-n\.t.  Do.,  JUffraUon  ^, 
-Ssa /HteE^  Tol.  <L  Bo.,FlUUoM.—SuIiiitiiii,jiilM.l, 
B,*,B. 

SUiHt,  Ooatt  Trantportatioit  t^.—Bl  Inita,  rOL  B. 

Sbopi  if  War.—SH  ItuUa,  toL  1. 

Bmaa  Armid  rmtlL—Sii  Indox,  toL  S. 

flMiTE,  Jobh,  O*  0041  If.— an  iHdtO,  TOL  S. 

Bhith,  Bumu,  Prcaldeot  Df  the  Banita,  pre  Jam.,  VH ;  OB 
the  psfment  of  witnataea,  138;  on  repealing  tha  dntf 
anialt,m;  on  tha  Tnrklih  oommlulom  SSI ;  on  tba 
datlei  DO  InD,  SS» ;  stectad  Proddabt  pre  tan.  of  tba 
Banata,  MI ;  Banator  ftom  Uaiyland,  M7 ;  on  pnbUa 
aipendltnrai,  BN;  on  the  radnetion  of  dntlaa,  8S0 ;  an 
tha  bnneh  hank  earrenoT',  880 ;  on  SeTolntlenirj  pan- 
■lorn,  MS ;  on  eitn  eODpeniatloit  to  Judge  Dotj,  Ml ; 
on  VuUn«tan'>  ilatna,  M3 ;  on  a  portrall  of  WalUng- 
t«n,BOfl.    Sm  Ad«,  Tola.  S,  8,  4,  M,  T,  8, »,  10. 

Bum,  BjUkul  A.,  BopruaataUTe  ftom  PemUTlTinla,  SBB. 

BmTB,  ALiiuniEn,  on  the  paj  at  mambara,  8 ;  dOMMa  at, 
H.    Sii  Indir,  Tola  0,  T,  B,  >,  10. 

SMUn  tf  llu  SaroMlm,— Aa/fidrnTola  S,  & 

Bouui,  NaTBAX,  BepreaenlatlTe  from  Nov  Toil:,  CBB. 

AwM  Amirlean  Skil4t.—St*  India,  toU.  H,  T. 

SmM  CarnUna  tSaJmi.— In  tha  Honie,  a  bill  making  ap- 
jmpiiatloni  Ibr,  eonaldarad,  5U;  amendment  made, 
Bll;  allonnca  Ibr  blankele  nnniDul  in  aneh  dalma, 
HI;  tho  claim  Bqtttl»Ne,6«;  If  tha  aUowance  la  gen- 

nndor  whloh  this  manej  had  b«aD  appropilatbd  bf  the 
Btate,U3;  fcotiof  thacaM.SM;  amount  of  blanket! 
ilwap  dadoated  fKm  Che  aoldleTi'  pej,  M4 ;  ciFttloni 
to  tnpplf  of  Boldlan  made  at  Pittabnrg,  which  shonld 
be  ramimtratad  If  thiiltamli  allowed,  5M;  ahall  the 
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LaStitHnlkBd  (oewaCvgilBBth*  mmajib* 
■llj-idTUMdt  U4;  BO  law  to  nqsin  tbe  United 
MtohnlihUukabiBMi  illutlaBof  CDoHuit 


atilM  fiir  what  tk«r  1^  iMt  la  inktai  Bdn 
DDlaa,  SN;  IntoNMuDnMk  dnaaitlia  pit 
]iuttM«(  Of  <Un  ftvthB  pi^mtBtaf  Id 


gpalm,  BmHUeaUim  ^f  tU  n«a^  ^  iai>.-iSH  Htdtm, 


^  OB  Ih*  dn^oB  hHiSU;  EtfotatMrt 


h  CmoUu 


■i,nt,ne;  ostiu 

tulff  blU,  t4L    i8H  JMa^  toL  IOl 
BPBKOia,  *-"""i  oa  b9atnpU«al  nrnn  ' ;  ntaOra  to 

Jnil(aPHk,Ni  oBth«eBllanorMlk,>t;  raivntatlga 

hopMchiMBt,  UT;  n]KirUiiBtha<UkaacpTtHiatadti7 

DnfMniMM,  ST&    A«  Ad«^  ToL  10. 
an>OB,  Job*  B,  BqmHstatln  Ituo  Miirlud,  He. 
BnASOK  ?■>»<  Bmabff  (ram  lb]Il^UT;  OD  onaUIinad 

dltldra^dH;MnuliMtlsBDftblBA*Di,«&    At 

^MlMk  voU.  B,  1^  Ul 
BujrvaiBT,  Vtiuav,  BapmBBtatti*  &nB  OUo*  Bn ;  let- 

ter  to  SpeatB  of  Ou  HoiM,  Mi;  SB  O*  mMMt  *lth 

Boniton,  «T.    At  A«li^  lob.  »,  U. 
Busaim,  Jum,  Bipmaatuln  (Mm  Tma^Ms,  BSa. 


li.S,t,U. 

eriirin.  Oamniodon,  l*tt«n  as  ODnunolon  DacUnr,  MO. 

BnviiT,  AirsBiir,  Bapmutatln  from  Ttaatfinait, 
IM.    At /mI^  ToU. «,  1«L 

Aaat,  rif  MUUont  S*n-St*  Imdm.y^  S. 

BtohMi  HanT  K,  ^  tha  pa^  a(  mmbna,  ■;  aa  n- 
niDTil  itf  111*  Iiidlnu.M;  oB  attandhie  Iha  tilil  of 
Judgi  Pix^  UK  j  aspporti  tht  ImpMClinaiitat  Jsdc* 
Pack,  U1 ;  on  a«  TntUih  ml^ira,  Ug,  MI.  At  TwItB, 
nda.<,T,8,f,10. 


Efle.    At/iKltavToLIO. 
ftnono,  JAIIM,oBtlMmaIPtiTUlof  JlldgBPHk,ST. 
AmMUIV  ^  jKiUL-^SMTiKlM^ToL  & 
Atfiran  ol  jllBMiiulHa,  A(H^  i!^  »«.— At  AiIm^  toL  ». 
Sufinrt  In  Viir.— A*  /ado,  toL  & 
Sugar,  DraVbat*  «•  B^tMiI.— At  IHiMtt  o>  Aapffrtoi 

nd.lft 


Avar  CbH-Aa  JiiA^  ml.  M 

^■■itay  Jfafla— In  tin  HoMa,*  ptWItm  nlMhrata^tn; 


AptrMnMrarr  lywn  and  OaJta^  n 

ML 
ApnoM  a»n— At  JMa^  tcL  llL 


SmaiBLjuui,  JoiL  K,  oa  ittaaBu  tba  trM  rf  ^ii|i  Paak, 

11T.  iiinalMiiillilaa  fii  Ihii  K^ktn  i^rilnlM.llT:  m 
tbs  Bit  dn^,  SIB;  Btpiaatimiw  ftata  Pianjlmili, 
BM;oadlnoaMittttb*e««Ih,I*L    AiJMa«*d.l< 


IfaHa,  MrtcC-A«  Ailt«  wb.  1,  ^  4.  Dt^  mt.-Sm 
A<laB,ToLl 

TATLOi,Joaa  Vn  aaTaknaaaof  asPntMiMlBtMm 
no;  KapnaantatlnftwiiKi*  York,Mt  oaapaMM 
toaUaa^M    At  Arfai, rata.  1, (, T,  KM 

TAxawsLL,  LnnctDB  W.,  aa  tlw  gtBHd  apjiifilaMi^ 
IN;  BntUTarkUmWaB.lMi  MiktTattMaw 
od^an,  *U{  elaotod  PnridmtfHv  ItaL  af  tka  >^«^ 
Ml;  d«Ui]ei,3U;  BtDatoi from niflaK MT;  aatte 
aatabratkin  of  TaaUagton'!  UrOOrj,  W7;  <•  Oa  n- 
dmiltos  «f  dadta,  <tt-4H ;  o>  tba  mlMtaa  la  Saato- 
mala,«t;  on  Ola  mlaloB  to  Odgtam,  Ml;  aalbact- 
paua  If  til*  a«*«iUB«»,  1H;  «a  tb*  t«Mf  «rOtl«Ml 
Uii»Da,«»;  anmdaro(hDBllatkB,Ml  BmSidm. 
Tola. «,  *,  la 

not,  raport  on  dnUii  oa,  IH. 

nMMtMi^  ^daOXoa  <^^-A(  A<a^  TaL  L 

7bHM*M*.  ZomI  Oaimi  <a.-Aa  JMia^  nL  II. 


Mk.-~Aa  A4a^  nL  4 


Taoiui,  FaiLUniH,  B^ratantoMTa  feoa  LobMm^  HI; 

TaonrtOK,  Wiun,  on  ranionl  of  tka  ladtaaat  W;  «a  pv 
toateeBtmambua,ttT:  an  tha  da^  aa  ^t,  tU ;  B^- 
laatiilillia  from  niiiiiira.  nw.  «a  i total ii  at  Va^ 
iBftoB'anmalu.WT.    Aa  Jado,  nda.  1,  a,  It  U 

-  D,  BafnaaatoilTa  AamOkHM.     «•  Ja- 


da^raLH. 


ntl<  q^  AwMMl-At  Jitda^  n 
Taionnoa,  OiDBoa,  Seaator  fraa 
Axlaii,  tola  8,  T,  R,  V. 


fooprtotMia  tir,  eoMdarad, « ;  atoaoOaaat  Unlttoc  <ka 
aipVDditon  to«0)kib*nMna  dttaatod,*;!!  Aoald 
ba  appUad  u  nnal,  4 ;  thk  etaagi  totipiBiiit,  a^a*^ 
aad  aanat  ~  ~ 

bara  bli  pi 
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Tuoi,  frnwrntt  L,  lafnmatMr*  flwm  Km  Tsifc,  DM 
OB  tk«  apporUoBBMit  UU,  BEl;  oa  Ite  (UmtTlIn 


TVwtfr  ««»  ftxriil.— ^H  JnlM^  ToL  8. 
7V»al|i  •illA  «r«a(  A«ate.-,SM  /lulaa,  TOL  t 
TinTAr^  JunB,  on  topaptflhial  nmjt,  H;  n  nrola- 


TjioKMM,  SnaLnra,  on  tlu  dnt;  on  Mlt,  nS,  BU ;  oa  rtTotn- 
Uonur  p«ul<mi.  BM. 

n«-Mi&  CbwHiMtat.— iVBB-  ^a*  Pr—tdtiU  lo  oH^ 
ma«t  JRntom— In  Um  BeMta  O*  ^MiropriMtmi  Mil 
MuUtnd,  IM;  moUsB  to  itrfka  oat  Mrtild  ^)propils- 
tlfnu  of  aluj  tat  amtml^oBni  ^ipoinlad  by  th*  UtA 
*Bd  pTMOt  PnaUsnt,  in ;  at^«et  to  mn—  iMtynn  al»- 
tloa  <#  wkt  lua  ba«B  dav«t  ^nd  lfa«  mod*  ia  which  It 


dUfenwB  twtwesB  ■  Ttdastur  iwud  to  Uuaa  who  la- 
tcadtl  nd  Htod  hanatlr,  ud  ToUng  an  appmiKtUloB 
of  niM«}  upon  tbe  •ppUatlan  of  ths  EuontlTa  in  i«- 
dsmpUoD  of  the  lUth  at  the  StaU  plftdgwl  bj  thoM  who 
kadnoil^t  IS  ^edgBlt,IM;  ths  pmrcr  aumMd  by 
tha  Pn^daDt  to  thia  (Ma  ti  nol  (ruted.  bat  JrUUib 
I7  tha  ooiMttiitlDii,  IM;  itatanunt  of  I!h1<s  IRT;  did 
tha  PiaMast  poiaM  aoj  anthorltj  to  luUtaU  nnh  an 
sriglul  mbioii  dahng  the  tmm,  u>d  wltbsnt  tha  ad- 
TloeiBdeaDwataf  thaS«DateTinj  tha voeBdaianc to 
gfjt  Oam  a  lakir  apprarea  of  tha  Pnridanfa  uthor- 
Uj,  IM ;  Dhaiaetar  of  tha  powtr  tiaiWd  bf  Iho  Pn^- 
daBt,in;m  lira  In  itniica  tlma^ IM ;  ti  tCaaUwa 
of  tha 


(honld  hara  ao  much  eonadcKW  <B  tba  dlMntios 
FmHiBt  u  to  baUaTa  ha  wtmld  nat  abnaa  thIa 
tjDB  r  m ;  the  basaltn  hai  ao  lasti  Ihhareat  •» 


tog  of tha 

bappaii,*M)i  aaonikdaiidobTlounlaoreoiatntatlDn, 
900 ;  pmrUona  Sir  tha  Hooia  of  BapraantatlTsa,  100 ; 
pvOTWoaa  Ibr  tha  Sanata,  V)l  {  protliknu  fhr  Taaaodaa 
In  thaaa  oaaa,  101;  tha  power  of  tba  Pratident  U  tha 
MIA*  la  n^Bzd  to  all  qjpoLatmanta,  SDl ;  aoma  lay  thraa 
dUTenat  ipaclat  of  oflloaa  are  nbrrad  to  ~ 


a  itogta  prartoiu  lutaooa  of  an  at- 
tompt  to  fln  iseh  tteaaelea  la  tha  laeew  of  tha  Banata, 
MM;  £hs  Pnaldut  oaniwt  make  aa  vrlglBil  ^ipolnt- 
mnrt  to  ur  oOcie,  Ktt ;  It  la  not  mara  tha  ol^aet'oT  the 
ooaatltatlon  to  oonlhr  power  than  It  la  to  aback  and  ra- 
itnln  Uia  aathotltf  whlcli  It  granta,  M ;  a  MM  aag- 
gmted,Mi;  iniwen,  SS  j  preteat  agalnit  that  argnmeat 
wbkhlaawrittan  eouUtotloa  aaaka  to  toftr  antlioiitr 
ftw  tha  goTernotf  from  their  own  pmctloe^  Wfti  the 
pNcadaMi,  IM ;  In  the  adndmlMratton  of  Ui.  Jeffenon, 
SM;lalBU,lMilD  Bie  caaa  sf  tba  Bontb  American 
iroTlalou  of 


iltbe 


atc1ot*ocotduwe,M5i  it  la  aald  there  raajba  donbt  on 
the  eoHtnctlon  of  the  coDItltatlon,  KB;  bow  li  tbla 
aoppoaad  doubt  pTodnead  r  Hd;  tt  la  nld  mlaliUn  were 
nan  aetullr  lent  In  tha  caaa  of 

pawai  tt  tha  PreaSdant  to  appoint  aaeret  agenta,  SOT ; 
wan  U«e  eommlMlonen  oSaan  o(  the  tJnltad  Btataa  T 
W6;  la  it  aaldttaa  Benat*  hara  adrlaad  tha  ntUcatlon 


Uag  can  do  BO  OTong."  til. 

What  wii  the  har  of  the  gantlaman  t  lU;  thaPnd- 
daat  can  alwaji  appoint  ■ 
agiDta  wltboBt  the  adTln  o 
Uoa  of  tha  trutf  doea  not  Impcaa  an  obligation  to  par 
tha  agenta,  au  J  oac^ie  oirered  to  >1J,>1>;  [aba  wllitag 
to  morifflca  tba  labstanca  to  tha  fintnt  US;  prufbasloni 
of  tttachnent  to  the  coaatltotloD.  ltd;  tha  ehaige 
made,  114 ;  what  aia  tht  ftett  wUch  bate  enatad  tbli 
Midden  eiploaloBt  nt;  It  la  lald  the  Pnaldant  haa  no 
power  to  applet  a  pnbUe  mlnlctar  daring  the  raean  at 
the  Sanato  where  noae  hu  aidated  belbre,  US ;  worda 
of  theoaa>lltnttoB,tlS;ltla  lald  no  PraUent  baa  eiei 
dared  to  SH  np  an  erigbial  neane;  In  an  offlca  iftor  tba 
end  of  tbe  aeaBlon  In  wbleh  tha  law  which  created  tha 
gOoe had pamad, 9ie;  the  olBoe  of  a  mlBlMer tottat- 
dgn  power  derlrea  Ite  anthorl^  tnm  tha  law  of  n^ 
tlou,  nj;  thla  law  dUUngnlahee  the  two  elaiaea  of 
agenti  bj  whom  diplomatic  Intoramme  naj  he  carried 
on,  SIT;  en  error  Uet  In  congldcrlng  the  tnlielon  to  each 
conit  a  dladnct  office,  HB ;  negoUatora  tot  peaca  are 
toTBriably  plenlpotont]arlai.na;  pteaofneeeaalt]r,«>; 
bat  tbe  power,  It  1>  lald,  maj  be  abniad,  US ;  the  oaaa 
which  haa  exdtad  tha  indignation  agalnat  exacntlTO  ao-' 
etncbment, Slf ;  eauaa  of  complaint,  ttO;  dkUnetlan 
between  a  pnbUe  mlnlater  and  a  aearet  egan^  BO ;  Ihnlt 
la  bond  with  the  manner  in  wbleh  theae  ^enta  were 
WM  there  OTai  an  Inpottant  nitiject 


to  toTamar  9B1 ;  It  b  eaU,  iho*  the  power  of  the  Prea- 
fdant  to  appoint  aecret  agenta,  ttl  ;  the  pnctloa  of  ap- 
pointing aaoiet  agenta  la  ooenl  with  anr  eiManoa  at  a 
Batlan,m;  fivtaneaa, m ;  b^wbom  thta  eonatmeHoo 
waa  glren  to  tbe  mnatltatlon,  Ml ;  will  11  be  aald  thie 
eira^  doea  not  i^pit  1  K!  1  trtotr  of  Algleia,  ^ ; 
pracUceof  Adama  and  JeIIe»on,>M;  caaa  of  dtfficalllM 
nndcr  the  tieatr  of  Alglai*,  B»;  practlts  of  Honoe, 
9S4;  pmctlca  of  AdamB,124;  ii  not  tbla  onlfonn  prao 
tlce  itrOBglT  peiengalve  of  the  comotnrai  of  tbe  oon- 
■tmetlonl  Hi;  anlnttanoeln  tbafear  IBIS,  KSl 

Intimated  that  tbla  la  not  tbe  propel  place  ftit  tha 
dlacoiaiaB,  3M;  a  hac  and  erjla  to  be  lalaed  al  onr 
beele,ffi<;onrdal7latobe  lUIhfnl  to  Ihe  eoaitltntton, 
tM;  what  waa  tbe  Fiaaina  qnntloB  bnt  tha  bona,  and 
Boeb, and einnw  oftblal  MT;  tbla  la  noeserat  ageucr, 
bat  a  aecret  embaev  f  mlaaloB,  SSI ;  action  or  piotaat 
In  tbeBcnatoon  a  fbimer  caaa,  SIT;  eltnct  bvm  the 
apeaeb  ofthe  BecTBterr  of  State,  HS;  the  atce  referred 
to  hunleh  no  eicnaelbr  tba  BeoretoTj.nS:  It  It  laid 
thue  tenant  wire  not  pnbUe  nilnlateia,  SSS;  dldnot 
Ut.BUitd  make  known  hlatnechaiactorT  13>;lt  tha 
n  in  potot,  tba  oonaUtntlDn  wonld  be 
1,  ISO;  It  la  teld  tbatltla  now  loo  lato  to  ab- 
ject, m ;  whr  ahonld  we  be  goaded  Into  oppoaltlon  to 

we  cannot  approre  T  Wl ;  thla  baa  been  callad  a  mere 
qneetlon  of  power  between  tbe  Prtaldant  and  Senate, 
sored,  sm. 
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to  diHrimluU  bmrMn  the  Obiif 

Tbli  Mt  DOMiulltatlotuil,  SH ;  t  vtaipMva  on  th* 
put  of  Ih*  President,  £S4  J  wluteTer  I  tun  iild  I  lun 
thoBght,  saS ;  Hung  tha  debsU  bu  taken,  386 ;  dlttlne- 

power  to  mikB  ■ppotntmenU,  asfi;  lioir  ue  truUsi  to 
be  negotlited !  189 ;  few  euei  of  ■  treitj  DegiiUeCed  bj 
u  J  other  Uimn  ft  dlplomitie  offlnr,  SM ;  eKlAteoov  of 
mr  gliei  to  tha  President  powei  he  ma;  sot  rightfollr 
claim  In  Ume  of  peace,  IBS;  irheD  wai  uliti  the  oos- 
Btltation  (^Tu  to  the  exeontlTe  avaj  lawful  meaiu  to 
aeeompllah  peace,  SSfl;  an  anawer  to  the  pncedeala 
died,  SSS,  13T ;  dimirenu  between  Che  horiuofAlglen 
■od  the  trlbntarlM  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  XST;  bow 
the  ipproprlitlou  K  JoatUled,  SST ;  It  la  said  thla  Is  not  a 
new  mtalDn,  ISB;  eommlaslonen  appolntod  b;  Itr. 
If onior,  SO ;  conna  ponged  iD  the  House,  MSj  amend- 
mentfl propoaod,  HA;  publicity  of  laeret  proceedings  of 
the  Senate,  SM;  change  In  (he  nnreeof  the  eieeatlTa 
department,  144;  the  Hcrct  Itand,wb7a«t  apart  t  244; 
patriotism  ahonld  never  despair  of  the  Bepublie,  MS; 
conne  of  the  oppoalUon  eontldored,  US ;  correctness  of 
the  dllUnetlon  botwaen  agena  and  offleers  of  the  gor- 
ernnunC,  240 :  Tliglala  the  anther  of  the  ecll,  MS ;  two 
or  three  strlUng  cuec,  Mfl ;  ETonndi  npon  which  Iha 
apparent  Inconsistency  of  opinion  Is  rested,  S4T,  SIS ;  tha 


if  the] 
■howa  tha  negotiation 


^itlt  cc 


1  ought  to  hare  been  kept  secret, 
M> ;  attempt  to  make  the  Impresiian  that  there  had 
been  an  Insidious  deiign  In  the  manner  of  asking  ftv  tha 
appropriation,  249  \  the  serrlces  rendered  hjtha  Com- 
■nlaalonert  have  been  lUgbtlr  spoken  bt  SOD!  caUmate 
of  the  proliabl*  bonellts  of  ■  tree  commerce  into  th* 
BUckSet,Sn;  what  Is  the  amendnient  of  the  chsliman 
of  the  Flnaooe  Committee,  Ul;  little  thought  a  oohstJ- 
tntlOEUl  qnaatlon  conld  haro  been  raised  on  a  qnesUon 
to  pay  tot  ssrrices,  ISI;  the  points  submitted  bftha 
senator  from  Tirgtcla,  SBl ;  the  conttltatlon  glvea  th* 
same  powers  to  tha  Freeldent  In  tha  ease  of  the  qipolnt- 
mont  of  Judges  as  It  does  In  that  of  ministers  to  ftHeIgn 
naUonl,  KM ;  it  I*  said  the  President  itt  committed  a 
palpable  vIolatiDn  of  tha  constitnUon,  tSS;  prscodants 
satbyaUpreilonaPrealdMitSiSBS:  motion  to  strike  oat 

"  I    adopted,   IM;    other 

of  tha  Boose  disagreed 


utobeeo 


tedonkno 


iep«r- 


perfbrmed  Important  lervieee,  8SV ;  if  psld  at  all,  it 
■lionid  be  ont  of  tha  secret  servlee  fund,  $89 ;  If  any 
pnbllc  mlnlsten  are  to  be  proTldad  for,  let  the  gorern- 
ment  send  to  tha  House  aome  Inlbrmatlon,  840;  the 
Honse  hu  no  facte  to  go  upon,  S40 ;  will  not  certain 
perwoa,  who  haTa  peiftrmed  aerrleea,  be  left  to  tako 
.  thaliohancafbrpayiaent,lfthlslsatrlchsnoDttSU;why 
cannot  persona  who  have  been  In  th*  serrlce  of  th* 
oonntrrbe  paldTSiO;  why  lathe  elanaa  to  be  stricken 
ontrUO;  the  eommItU*  desired  to  present  the  qnemoi 
In  snoh  a  way  as  to  eonclUsteall,  841;  the  affair  hai 
bqipened  thmogh  mere  ovanlght,  wlChoat  toy  Intent, 
841 ;  nnleiB  the  Bona*  Intends  to  compsnaata  them  In 
■cm*  other  mode  the  appropriation  ooght  not  to  be 
atrleken  ont,  841 ;  the  eiatcU*  of*  conatllDtJanal  power, 
•e  Sir  B)  any  constnietlon  of  tha  conatltnUoo  mold  de- 
rive (bro*  (Mm  precedent,  841 ;  motloa  to  strike  ont 
IWTled,  841 ;  amendment  moved  to  strike  ont  tlS,0>n 
and  mbaUtata  KOaO,  841;  tha  |1G,0I)0  K  Intended  to 
provide  the  tribute  given  to  the  Orand  Beignor,  S41 ; 
tha  tnaty  *hon]d  b«  eonuDDnlc»t*d  to  the  Honse  befOi* 


the  appropriation  1*  given,  841;  it*ws  advuseit.  Ml; 

otjectloni  answend.  Ul ;  the  conntry  has  not  begged  «( 
bonght a  treaty,  84t;  reaecns  fDvthe  eipcndllare,Slt: 
amendment  lost,  84A;  other  amendments  moved  BDd 
adopted,  848 ;  proviso  of  the  Senate  strack  cot  In  Cca- 
mlu«  of  the  Whole,  84S. 

TtsD-fUrds  Vot4.~St»  rnd«a,  vol  i. 

Ttlu,  Jomr.on  tha  pnnlshment  of  daeIUng.lK;  on  tha 
TnrkUh  ooDUDlsslon,  S»;  Senator  tram  T^  SIT ;  on  tha 
reduction  of  datlca,  Ml ;  on  the  ehvUroT  the  XS.  S. 
Baiik,4Sg.    fiM  AifM^  vela.  T,  B,  10. 


Unbm.  aUtOtMo*  qf-Sit  India,  vol. «. 
UniUd  Satf  and  an>Tgia.—Bt  htdaa,  vid.  ft 

Utuemtd  Balmtoet.—Stt  ItvUm,yiiLt. 


YaeebuOient  iff  IiuUaiu.—Jii  the  Bnata,  a  bill  to  protU* 
Itor  considered,  44T ;  a  bill  more  for  the  brneflt  of  Indlaa 
agents  than  of  the  Indians,  44T;  an  upeiliiieBt  •qnaUy 
useless  and  dangerous,  44T;  power  tlie  bill  (fret  te  the 
Preeldent,  44T ;  called  for  by  humanity  and  eipedlea^, 
44B;  lnelden[aldiaenulona,4tS;unandDanlB,44S;Un 
paaed,  MS.— Set  Imdm,  voL  T. 

TjUco^  JoaiFH,  on  the  nUnois  and  HkhlguCka^lOS; 
Seprasentatlve  from  Ohio,  GS9;  ralMln  to  aimllng 
Samuel  Honaton,  844. 

Ynruxoi,  Gsuur  C,  on  the  Tniklih  mbdon,  M; 
840;  cnthetarllT,61Si  SoprcMntatlve  from  N*w  Toit, 
D88. 

Tt—U  TtyMerliig  and  diariiig.—Btt  Ittdta,  nL  I. 

net  and  Star  Admtralt.—S»t  Indtm,  vol  Sl 

Flea  Pnttdmti  AppnA—St*  Iiultg,  voL  1. 

ViciPntfdtittttMKetrltlfaie.'-^StTtidta.nLt. 

TtKnm,  BiKITiL  F.,  on  the  sslt  doty,  TT ;  on  tha  navlgitlaD 
of  the  Ohio,  tB4 ;  EepresentaUve  from  Ohio,  B3S.— A* 
Indtx,  vols.  7,  S,  9,  IS, 

rirotnla  Zand  tXafni.— In  the  Hoosa,  a  bill  relative  to, 
Donaldared,  MS. 

yirginia  Land  Warranit,—Sit  Indta,  t<^  T. 

nrv'n^  miiuuy  Landt—Se*  Indta,  vols.  4, 6, 

Tire^n^a  JlUUarg  (nolnH.— In  the  House,  a  bill  to  ^pro- 
piiate,  cenildered,  IDS ;  qnestlon  of  preocdent  dl 
T[)fi,TOS,TCIT;  forther  debate,  TH. 

Fots  f/  Appr<l6aUM.—Sl4  Indni,  vol.  4. 


Wabaik  and  Mtamt  OanaLSa  Indnt,  toL  8. 
Wioaasur.  Oioboi  A.,  Senator  fram  Lonialaoit,  SIT. 
Vaxin,  JoHw  K.,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck, 

ISt. 
War,  Omdiu*  of  as.-A«  AdasvvoL  B. 
roe,  DtciwaWm  i^,  in  ISll-iSM  /lufez,  ToL  4. 
Waid,  Audit,  BepresentsUre  from  New  To^  BIS.    At 

/ndnx,  vols.  >,  10. 
Vaidwxu,,  Duokl,  Kspreaenutl*e  from  New  Tork,BS; 


E  of  the  1 


t.T48. 


irain,  BOBKIT,  a  witntee  on  th*  tilal  or  Jndge  Peek,  Ut 
Wa^ingtan  city,  Oapturt  i^.—Bf  Indt^  voL  G. 
Wabbqciitoi),  UncBiln  C,  SeprasentatlT*  from  Kaiylad. 

bss. 

WAaumeToit,  Jobh  A,  latter  on  removal  of  Vashlngton's 

remains,  4M,  5Ml 
WABHiKaToir,  MiiTHA,  letter  on  the  removal  of  WatUng- 

ton't  remains,  BSa ;  remeval  of  the  ramalu  ot  ES& 
ViUWn^lon's  MrMday.— In  the  Senate,  agatost  a  resata- 

tJon  to  make  arrangementa  for  the  eetebratlob  of  Um 
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MBtoDDlAl  bbibdij'i  isMed  to,  88A;  oommlttoa  ip- 
pstnM,  S8T ;  ttjMIIamta  Hiring  dd  tba  cammlttM, 
8ST;  no  n*H>a  whj  Ooognu  ihould  dtpirt  from  tlia 
enbmaij  moAt  at  hanorlDg  tba  dij,  Bsa  j  fttrthn  n- 
iuiti,8e9;  raportor  the  Joint  CantmlttM,  VH;  f- 
pUudimfliilbenm^uor  Vuhlaiton.MS;  ranurki, 
nt;  sdotillDn  of  ttaa ntnlDtlao,  tK;  upplioitloii  bitba 
nnuini,  MO;  npij.lOO;  nulstian  nliUre  to,  BIS; 
dmHoi  ta  itilka  mt  -  Ocnenl,'-  CTl 

roaWngtM  jri>iHH>uiil--5H  /fxlai^  Toll.  II,  S,  T. 

'WmanrrOH,  ParlroU  qf—la  tha  Honia,  ■  reaolutloa  nU- 
Utato,! 


Hlntl 


reUtlTa 


>,GM;  undd- 


and,  SaS;  ndand  la  b>  *!i«ro*Md,  GtXL     te  iitAi^ 

TOL& 

raiMiHitm'a  JI«»<iU.— In  ths  Houa,  ■  report  of  tha 
e«nm]ttM,Ul;  ra»luUoa  raktlre  to  u  ippUcitlan  for 
tb*  raoulBt  of  VufalBftoii,  B8) ;  for  what  pnipoM  bal 
tliAt  of  Tala  ihow  wara  theafl  ranulni  to  ba  ramoved, 
Ott;  Dnulmlly  of  Itia  Tote  Mi  fonnu  period,  US; 
TialatUi  tba  luctltr  of  tht  gnTs,  SSS ;  for  wliat  reason 
iathli  proposed  I  SBSj  hli  bonei  belong  to  the  loUof 
TlrilnU,  SM  J  opendon  uf  tba  ratoliitlon  on  tha  foeUogi 
of  yirglaU,  DH;  tha  Unltad  atUa  owe  ■  debt  at 
grttltnda  panmoimt  to  that  of  TlrglnU,  6S1 ;  tba  re»- 
iDtloa  of  1I»,  US ;  li  thli  Tlalitlag  the  repose  of  the 
gnrel  K6\  Washtngtan  died  aoHUeaof  tfaa  Dnlted 
BtatH,(WI>j  this  proportion  fraqnantlr  made,  &3S;  li 
no  reject  do*  to  tba  ilghte  of  his  nitlra  BUtar  OM; 
VODld  ha  iiaaat  to  thii  propoHUoB,  If  possible  1  Kt; 
ramoTsI  of  tha  ramslna  of  Ifarth*  Wmabington,  697  \ 
Uedsdreof  TliglnU,MT;  Intsrpratation  of  Wublii«- 
tan's  will. MI;  raiolatlou  of  Congnw  la  1T»^  Kl\ 
eoiTsapoaduce  irith  Kn.  VishlivtoB,  ASS  j  vh*twia 
tha  eelsbration  dealrad  bf  thia  Honse  f  088 ;  what  the 
rssolntlon  propoaea,  BS> ;  fttrthar  nnurka,  0X1 ;  reaola- 
tloapiMd,BM. 

Farther  rasolatloB  relatlT*  to  tha  eeiamoniat,  Btl ; 
tnrlutlou  ahould  liaglTanbrBdlreolMtof  thaHonu, 
Wl ;  ihoold  Inslnde  JadRsi  of  Iha  Boprama  Cuart,  Wl ; 
authaeoueatfoiremoTal  ba  obtaliedr  fiSl;  fiuthei 


astnet  irithont  tb 


(t«,inDUi>al«  itrikaoat 
U>;  right  of  tba  Honia 
I  oouant  of  the  Senate 
daB]*d,4lMl;  DO  eontTMt  ni*da,  VA;  no  iBtaDdon  as 
tha  part  of  the  House  to  nsorp  exelnslTe  Jorlidlotion, 
lU;  ■  naolnUoa  t>r  i  padastHin  ststae  oi;  oouldend, 
tf7;  ordered  la  be  engroHed,  IDT. 

In  tha  Houe,  a  leaolntloii  nlstlTi 
SSI;  fDrthai  debate,  SDT. 

WAxaauSH,  Jobs  H^  BeprauatatlTe  from  FennirlTiBla, 
CVS;  on  the  ^iportlonmaDt  bill,  DTT;  on  the  coodncl  of 
the  Buh,  tlB,  ML 

Watss,  Jakb  IL,  on  tha  onltot*  of  il]k,n;  on  tha  ra- 
moral  of  tha  Indlui,  H;  on  rafennce  of  tha  Prait- 
debt's  measags,  170,  ri ;  an  tha  Tniklah  mission,  881, 
MD;  BaptaMntitli*  fh>m  OaorfU,  U8:  an  the  eondoot 
of  the  Bank,  tSU;  on  arraitlnf  Haoalon,  MS;  on  re- 
obarteilag  ths  Biak,  TU.    As  InOaa,  toL  U 

'WnBB,  Jon  O,  eonunnnleaUan  an  nlC,  ITO. 

VlMm,  DA1>B^  on  tha  TnrUlh  eommlsdoB,  ISS;  on  ia- 
•olTsnt  dablon,  IM ;  an  tba  daUas  on  Iran,  lU ;  Bana- 
toifrom  IIe«IIimpihlre,Ut;  on  tha  apportlDnmenl 
blII,4M;  anthamiieloa  to  BeIgIam,MS;  oaraehular 
itfthaTI.B.Buk,U8;  on  taisUon  of  bank  stock  bf  the 
BlaUi,  a\ ;  DO  tha  Sew  Tork  tuUt  T«solatloDB,  4M\ 
on  a  portrsltof  Washington,  SW )  an  tha  Buk  Tato, 
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Wun,  JoEX  W^  SepraaantatlTe  from  Naw  H 

B8B.    As /iKlsi^  *oL  m 
Witttrtt  Armoiy.—Stt  lad^,  to1&  T,  >,  10. 
WMiorn  tttttn,  navtgiMon  i^.—Stt  Indta,  toL  a. 
Wttt  Pottit  Aeadtmg.  reeolDtloG  relttlie  to,  SN.    5s«  £t- 

dtB,  Tols.  T,  10. 
IFsi<  i^rfnl  0aaiU—8e4  InOta,  tdIs.  C,  10. 
ITasf  PofiiC  FMtors.— Sm  liuUt,  tdIi.  0, 10, 
Vrblb,  GuttAH  a.,  BaprasantatlTe  from  New  Tork, 

088. 
IfHrn,  C^HriBX  P.,  on  IbreEgn  eolna,  8SB ;  HepT«*eutUlTa 

from  Maw  Tork,  OSa    «m  7*i«n  toL  10. 
Wmn,  Edwaui  D.,  rsliUTa  to  brovn  sugu,  SOB ;  Bepie- 

■sntitlTa  from  LooltUni.,  089.    3n  Initta,  toL  IS. 
irnrn,  Hdsh  L.,  on  land  eUlnia  in  Florida,  88 ;  on  ths  lira 

oak  plutitlona,  171 ;  Seoator  from  Tennvaea,  Ml ;  on 

the  rednctlan  of  dnUaa,  ttS;  on  BeTalnUoniij  pen- 

ilou,UI,Ma:  onlhBbuikTsto.tas.    Stt Indat,fiM. 

8,8,  la 
Wiim,  JosKra  U.,  Delicto  frnm  Florida,  U>;  on  ths 

Florida  boDcda^,  Ml ;  on  pra-ampUDS  rights,  7n.    St» 

Iitdtm,  Tola,  a,  1,  ID. 
mMtt,auiri<anmm  on  Indian 


;ium,  Cbuus  a.,  on  lopognphlcal  sorTe^a,  4,  0 ;  on 
the  ois  of  Judge  Peek,  ISI ;  on  tba  I!ia  od  pUntatluna, 
271;  on  thansilptlonorthaOtila,8U:  RepreaentatlTa 
ttom  Keatnekj,  088 ;  onTIi^loli  land  i-iti'ni,  M8;  on 
thf  remoral  of  Waablagton'i  ramolos.  BSI-IWl;  on  tba 
relief  of  Bishop  FUget,88»;  on  the  >Ilk  cliltnre,<H; 
on  the  ooaientloD  with  Fnace,  710.  Sss  ItuUa,  Tola. 
t,  8, «,  10. 


on  the  BeT0lDtlaau7  Pension  bill,  Ml ;  on  the  oonTen- 

Hon  vlth  Pruee,  710.    iSss  Ituttt,  toL  10. 
WiLSi,  BiouAie  H.,  the  case  of.— 5ss  Indea,  tdI.  ID. 
Wiunn,  WiLLUx,  Benatoi  from  Pennsrlruia,  S17 ;  on  the 

red^ieUon  of  dntlas,  4M,  «E7. 
Wiuns,  iiMBB.  J.,  Bapresentatlie  from  New  Tork,  IBS. 
WmiAm,  Liwn,  BapissentaUra  from  ITorth  Carolina, 

B88i  on  the  Sooth  CaioUna  claims,  »«.    Bt*  IiUttm, 

Tola.  7,  E^  «,  10. 
Wnfl,  Aunn  E,  Delegate  from  Uleblgin,  BSO.   SttlitOtB, 

Tola.  0,  la 
Wot,  Willuh,  In  dofbnce  of  Judge  Peek,  188. 
WUnt—u,  poynunl  iff,  <n  fnpsoiAnsnf  mm<;— In  thtfSan- 

ata,  the  bill  nuking  proilslon  fQr  Iha  perment  of  wU- 
InthecaHof  JodgcPaek,188:  pifintntln  other 


I;  pmprlatf  of  tbel 


a,  laa. 


BQI  reported  for  tha  pafiiisut  ol;  la  thg  ea 
Feck,  808 ;  oaage  ss  Co  pajlag  wltneaaai  on  both  ridea, 
804;  eaaa  of  Judge  Cbiee,  Mt;  a  refgsal  woold  be  a 
posltire  danlal  of  Instlee,  MH;  bill  ordered  to  be  en- 
grond,  BM,-  reaolutloa  relallTe  to,  SIB.    Su  Tttdia, 

WooDBOiT,  Lm,  on  the  Post  Offlee  InTutigaUon,  IW ;  on 
the  panlshment  of  dueUIng,  IM;  on  the  Turkish  bikb- 
mlsslon,  IIL    Me /ixfaB,  roll.  8,  0. 

Wanramonm,  J.  T.  H.,  BepreeenCatlti  bum  Karrland,  BM 
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nw-raiunl  of  U*  sbuter  of  Iha  Buk,  1(1 ;  im.  tli* 
nHlnUon  nUtlTt  la  the  TnrUih  oonunlBdolk,  SH,  9U, 
SET;  DDdDlron  Indlui  blukiti,  IBt ;  on tlu  ippanion- 
maat  bUt,  41T,  4H ;  ob  tha  ndlctloii  <f  dnttca,  laS,  Ui, 
U8,4m:  onthanUdsn  to  GuiitDiuIii,  (M ;  on  eonUn- 
fanl  fiEp4D>u  of  the  JndlcUjj,  44T;  od  TAcaliutioik  of 
tha  Indliu,  MS ;  cm  rallef  oT  BU^aB  Flauoitoo.  OB ; 
DiinfenlDgtbadliti1bDUoiibUl,4U;  on  the  bUl  tota- 
taUUh  Bertaln  pwt  omoaa,  Ufl ;  OB  the  bUl  Isr  tha  nllaf 
of  Col,  I^nteiu,  4U ;  oo  tiklsg  up  ttia  Biltiniar*  *nd 
Ohio  Bdlioad  bill.  Mi;  (m  ■mandmaDt  to  tha  BaBk 
ebutar,  4T8,  UO,  Ul,  ttS,  «S« ;  on  tha  Bask  bill,  4BI, 
488;  ontUtnoofTiddngtoB.tfT;  on  raUaf  to  JaBki^ 


dlatrlbnEioB  of  prDoaadi  d/  luid  nlo,  AW  i  OD  ndDotloii 
gf  tha  lailC  S1& 

Axw— On  tha  par  aC  numbnt,  d;  on  th*  BoflUo 
■ad  Kow  Oilaaua  nwli  48 ;  dq  Uu  nMlnUon  ftu  tlu 


liupoaobmwt  of  Jidga  pMk.  n ;  on  (ba  naalntlon 
OB  •  Bank,  tl;  as  Iha  lalt  dntjr,  W;  si  Iha  ^HK, 
VI;  oliTalo  OIUviTllla  i«d,M1;  on  tka  Fott  Offlaa 

Kt;  on  tha  dntj  OBingBr.nii  on  allo^o  of  mam- 
ban,  m;  OB  lb*  aompaoiittDa  ofMiembai^  Mi;  on 
tba  jDdldur  rswIntlaB,  aot;  on  Sav«t*tkni7  Foa> 
doa  Ull,  lU;  lelitlTa  to  TniUih  ral^iB,  M;  •>  tap- 
prewloB  or  alMT«  tiWIo,  UB;  nbtln  to  moid  tf 
TruhlBgtoD^nmilBi,>HilUa;<in 
Mil,  B» ;  OB  tha  otaJn  of  DaoatoT'e  h(di^  (Hi  aan 
INa  nUUra  ta  tha  oasdaat  at  tb*  Ba^tB;  a 
laaU^  HonitOB,  M>:  on  tha  SaTolatkiMri  P« 
bill  «1 :  on  ttao  CM*  ol  Sunnal  HoMton,  M ;  • 
tariff  blU,m;  OB  tha  SHik  UU,  TUL' 
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Di  APPLSTOur  <t  fsoMPAirra  PUBUOAnoM. 
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